
THE MEANING OF THE 
CIO RESIGNATION FROM 
THE MEDIATION BOARD

An Editorial
The resignation from the National Defense Mediation Board 

of CIO President Philip Murray and Thomas Kennedy, Secre­
tary-Treasurer of the United Mine Workers, CIO, can only be 
welcomed by the ranks of American labor. Their charge that 
the NDM B holds the position that “ labor unions must be denied 
the right of normal growth and legitimate aspirations, such as 
the union shop, and that the traditional open shop policy of the 
anti-labor employers must prevail’’ is seconded by millions of 
workers throughout the land, APL as well as CIO.

I t  was the pressure o f the government, plus their  
political support fo r  the Roosevelt war program , that 
originally led these union leaders to serve on the 
board. Now, despite themselves, they have been 
forced into the contradictory position o f denouncing 
the N D M B  in  order to preserve the very existence 
o f their unions and their positions as union leaders. 
T h e ir  dilem m a proves the im possibility o f reconcil­
ing the interests o f labor w ith the boss war program . 
As an alternative to underm ining th e ir own unions, 
they have been forced to clash w ith  the government 
whose war policies they uphold.

The resignation of Murray and Kennedy from the NDM B 
serves to underline what the entire record of that agency has 
already demonstrated: that the chief purpose of such boards is 
the beheading of m ilitant union activity and the channelizing 
of the legitimate demands of labor into the endless swamp of 
arbitration and futile negotiation. Such boards, established by 
the capitalist government and dominated by the employers, are 
intended for and can in the last analysis serve only the inter­
ests of the employing class.

Had M urray  and Kennedy fa iled  to take this ac­
tion, the C IO  and free and independent unionism  in  
general would have been dealt a stunning blow.

As it is, their action constitutes an acceptance by 
the C IO  o f the challenge laid down to a ll organized 
labor by the Adm inistration’s open-shop decision 
against the U M W  in the captive coal m ine contro­
versy.

This N D M B decision, it is clear, is a gauntlet flung in the 
face not only of the UMW , but of the entire CIO and the whole 
organized labor movement.

I f  this N DM B decision is permitted to go unchallenged, the 
employers w ill feel free to attempt to undermine and destroy 
legitimate unions in every industry and trade.

In the face of the N D M B union-shop recommendation in 
the recent San Francisco AFL-CIO  machinists strike, this deci­
sion is proof that the board did not consider for one second 
the merits of the miners’ case. Its decision was consciously de­
vised at the direction of the steel corporations and by order 
of Roosevelt:

A C IO  acceptance o f this decision w ould  consti­
tute m ore than submission to the p rinc ip le  o f the 
open shop, fo r  the governm ent also has demanded, 
in  this controversy, that labor surrender its righ t to 
strike. The governm ent has seized upon this contro­
versy as the most expedient one in  which to dram at­
ically and effectively invoke its ‘no strike’ policy. 
Roosevelt’s in tervention during the m ine strike two 
weeks ago was not in the nature o f a simple request 
fo r  the m iners to re tu rn  to w ork. I t  was a command. 
And that command, the governm ent makes clear, is 
to be fo rtified  by the use o f federal troops and a 
flood o f anti-labor legislation i f  the m iners again go 
out on strike.

A particularly reprehensible role, well-meriting M urray’s 
condemnation as “ arch-treachery” , was played by the two AFL 
representatives who supported the employers and the pro-boss 
“ public”  representatives on the board. In the interests of a fac­
tional blow at the CIO, they played into the hands of the open- 
shoppers, who w ill use the weapon given them bye these AFL 
leaders to stab the AFL, as well as the CIO, unions in the back.

Although M urray and Kennedy have resigned from this 
particular board, this does not in itself constitute an expression 
of opposition to the function of these boards in general or to 
union leaders serving on similar boards in the future.

One aspect o f their m inority  report which should 
give concern to the workers, is the indication that 
M urray  and Kennedy are still considering the pos­
sib ility o f accepting some substitute agency to the  
N D 3IB  which would be m ore “ pro-labor” . This is 
an illusion.

The very purpose and character of these boards is anti­
labor. It is fatal, therefore, for labor to place any reliance on 
such government boards,'or for union leaders to serve on them. 
Had the CIO leaders refused from the start to lend their 
prestige to this board, it  could never have gained the power 
and authority it now exercises so viciously against labor’s in­
terests.

Every right, every im provem ent in  the conditions 
o f labor has been won by labor’s own organized 
strength alone. The  preservation o f labor’s past 
gains and achievement o f fu tu re  gains w ill be se­
cured by the same means. T h e  fu tu re  o f the C IO , 
which meets in  national convention starting this 
Monday, depends on the decision it  makes in  this 
crucial controversy. I f  i t  fights uncom prom isingly  
w ith  its own independent means and weapons, i f  it 
backs the m iners to the b ille r end, i f  it  mobilizes its 
pow erful m em bership fo r  a battle against the com­
ing flood o f anti-labor legislation, it w ill survive and 
grow. But i f  the (T O  yields w ithout a struggle, it  w ill 
face disastrous consequences.
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Cannon Polls 
1138 Votes In 
N. Y. Election
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— Was tro tskyist 
Anti-War' Candidate
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NEW  YORK, Nov. 10. —  
The first city wide election cam­
paign of the New York Local 
of the Socialist Workers Party 
ended last Tuesday with 1138 
votes cast for James P. Cannon, 
Trotskyist Anti-W ar candidate 
for mayor.

A lthough th is  was hu t a sm all 
fra c tio n  o£ tho  votes cast in  the 
election, fiercely contested by the 
w arm ongering  candidates, i t  rep­
resents nevertheless a s ign ifican t 
response to the revo lu tiona ry  
program  presented hy the pa rty  
th roughou t the campaign.

T H E Y  V O TE D  FOR A  
R E V O L U T IO N A R Y  PRO G RAM

The 1138 people who voted fo r 
Cannon were under no illu s ion  
as to, w ha t program  «they were 
vo tin g  fo r. They knew both from  
the name on the ba llo t and from  
a ll the  campaign lite ra tu re  put 
ou t by the pa rty  tha t they were 
vo tin g  fo r  a T ro ts k y is t program, 
fo r  an expression o f irre conc il­
able opposition to capita lism , its  
parties, candidates, wars and re­
action. The p a rty  made no a t­
tem pts to conceal w ha t i t  stood 
fo r. I t  issued no pacifist slogans 
o r catch phrases.

Though the vote does no t rep­
resent much in  the eyes of capi­
ta lis t po litic ians, they represent 
the basis of greater support of 
the T ro tsky is t movement in  the 
fu tu re , and indica te th a t although 
the p a rty  is no t a mass force in 
New Y o rk  today, the possib ilities 
fo r  substantia l grow th exist fo r 
the im m ediate fu tu re .

I t  i3 in  th is  s p ir it  tha t the 
members of the New Y ork  party 
feel they have made a good be­
g in n in g  in  electoral w o rk  and are 
determ ined to go ou t and bring  
in to  the p a rty  those w orkers who 
expressed th e ir  support fo r  thé 
T ro ts k y is t program  at the ballot.

N E W  O P P O R T U N IT IE S  
IN  E L E C T IO N  W O R K

In  spite of the severe financia l 
handicaps the campaign gave the 
New Y ork  p a rty  the opportun ity  
to approach over 100,000 w orkers 
w ith  the message of the p a rty  in  
the course of tho drive  to secure 
15,000 petitions, tw ice  the num ­
ber required to place our candi­
date on the ba llo t. I t  gave the 
p a rty  the chance to issue aud dis­
tr ib u te  m ore than 150,000 pieces 
of lite ra tu re , in c lud in g  a special 
election newspaper o f 20,000 co­
pies. T h is  m a te ria l w ent in to  the 
hands of w orkers in  the famed 
fu r  and garm ent d is tric ts , Long 
Is land C ity  fac to ry  areas, in  the 
shipyards, etc. Most of them 
learned fo r  the firs t tim e w hat 
T ro tsky ism  re a lly  stands for.

Thd New Y ork  Loeal has shown 
th a t i t  is  possible, even in  a pe­
riod  of reaction and under many 
adverse circumstances fo r revo lu­
tion is ts  to use election cam­
paigns as a fo rum  fo r th e ir  ideas 
and to  get th e ir  voices heard 
among the w orkers on the im por­
ta n t issues o f the day.

Tobin  G loats O v e r  Tria l 
H e  Instigated A gainst 28

Daniel J. Tobin last week brazenly commented on the part 
he had played in the Minneapolis "seditious conspiracy” tria l. 
He states his views in the November issue of the official 
magazine of International Brotherhood of Teamsters, Chauf­
feurs, Warehousemen and Helpers. Tobin is president of this 
AFL International and is listed on the masthead of the o ffi­
cial organ as editor. 'I bis month’s "Editoria l by Daniel J. 
Tobin”  says of the defendants:

“ We can say now that it is our judgment that if  they had 
agreed to the proposition which was made by the General 
Executive Board at its meeting in Washington in May, they 
would have avoided a great deal of the unpleasant conditions 
which now obtain.”

The "unpleasant conditions”  are this effort in Minneapolis 
Federal Court to send the defendants to ja il for conspiracy 
to overthrow the United Stales Government.

The “ proposition”  made last May was a demand served hy 
Tobin upon Local 544 to submit to a receiver from Tob in ’s 
office.

The receiver was to supersede the elected officers of the 
union. The membership of the union replied to the A FL 
baron by voting to leave the AFL and affiliate with the 
CIO. Tobin telegraphed a complaint to President Roosevelt. 
FBI raids and the indictment by the U. S. Department of 
Justice followed promptly. I f  a verdict of gu ilty is returned, 
the intervention of U. S. government departments w ill have 
brought Tobin the victory over the 544 leaders which he could 
not obtain from the rank and file of the thousands of M in ­
neapolis truckmen.

Tobin Agents Are Key 
Government Witnesses
"Seditious Conspiracy" Case Against Socialist Workers Party 
And Local 544-00 Is Also Based On Fact That S.W.P. Circulated 
The'Communist Manifesto'Available In All Public Libraries

M IN N E A P O L IS , Nov. 10. —  T h e  F B I and A F L  Teamsters President 
T o b in ’s agents were w orking hand-in-glove against the leadership o f the M in ­
neapolis m otor transport workers u n ion  fro m  the tim e —  months before the  
2 8  defendants were indicted —  when the figh t broke out between T o b in ’s
agents and the union leadership, it was established at this morn­
ing’s session of the “ sedition” tria l against 28 members of the 
Socialist Workers Party and Local 544-CIO.

This damning fact, corroborating the charge of the defend­
ants that Tobin instigated the prosecution,- was established by 
admissions made by a go ve rn -*
m ent w itness and Tobin agent, 
H enry  H a rr is .

U nder cross-questioning o f De­
fense Counsel A lb e r t  Goldman, 
H a rr is  made three im p o rta n t ad­
m issions on th is  key po in t:

1. The “ Com m ittee o f 100”  ( la ­
te r  called the “ Com m ittee o f 99” ), 
a Tob in -ins tiga ted  opposition 
aga inst the leadership o f Local

544, “ w ent to the F B I  when the 
f ig h t  s ta rted  in  the un ion,”  said 
H a rris . T h is  places the o rig in a l 
connection between Tobin and the 
F B I in th e ir  co llabora tion  aga inst 
Local 544 a t about la s t Decem­
ber o r January.

2. U nder cross-exam ination 
H a rr is  te s tifie d  also th a t F B I 
A ge n t Thomas P e rr in  attended a

DAILY REPORTS
Sec' Page 2 for a complete 

day to day account o f the 
proceedings of the Minnesota 
tria l o f the 28.

3.333 Votes 
For Breitman 
In New Jersey

N EW ARK, N. J „  Nov. 11.—  
George Breitman, S o c i a l i s t  
Workers Party candidate for 
New Jersey's General Assembly, 
received a total o f 3,333 votes 
in the elections held in Essex 
County last Tuesday, a sub­
stantial increase over the vote 
he received as party candidate 
for C ity  Commissioner last 
May.

The p a rty  campaign and a ll the 
election lite ra tu re  fo r B re itm an's 
candidacy la id  stress on two m ain 
po in ts —  opposition to the w ar 
program  of the government, and 
to the federal prosecution o f the 
28 defendants in  the M inneapolis 
“ seditious conspiracy”  tr ia l.  The 
vote fo r B re itm an is considered 
an expression of approval fo r the 
p a rty  stand on these questions 
and its  denunciation of the capi­
ta lis t pa rties and th e ir  program.

In  spite of the heated w a r­
m ongering campaign carried  oh 
by the Com m unist P a rty  in  th is  
election, the S ta lin is t candidate 
received on ly  r>7 votes more than 
the S.W.P. an ti-w a r candidate.

Twelve sold ier votes were cast 
fo r B reitm an.

Same Disastrous Policy 
To Be Followed --Stalin
Anniversary Speeches Indicate Kremlin W ill 
Not Adopt Program That Can Save USSR

By GEORGE B R E IT M A N
In the two speeches lie delivered on the occasion of the 

twenty-fourth anniversary of the Russian Revolution, Stalin 
tried to calm the fears of the Soviet masses about the defeats 
suffered by the USSR in the war against German fascism. He 
tried to explain away the defeats, and to justify  the course the
S ta lin is t regim e has followed. -------------------------------------------------------

B u t w hat he succeeded in  doing the aid of a “ western fro n t,"  and
was to make i t  p la in  tha t the 
S ta lin is t bureaucracy has no plan 
o r strategy fo r v ic to ry ; tha t Stal- 
in ish i is  responsible fo r the te r­
r ib le  Soviet defeats; tha t in  spite 
of the c r it ic a l position the w o rk ­
ers state occupies today, S ta lin  
refuses to adopt the revo lu tionary 
policies w h ich alone can save the 
Soviet U n ion in  th is  war.

S ta lin  adm its th a t by its e lf the

A no ther a rtic le , dealing w ith  
o ther aspects o f S ta lin ’s speech­
es, w r itte n  by Jack Weber, w il l 
be found on p. 5 o f th is  issue.

Soviet Union is unable to defeat 
H itle r , fo r  he explains w hat he 
calls the “ tem porary reverses”  by 
the fact th a t the Soviet Union is 
fig h tin g  Germany alone, w ith ou t 
the m il ita ry  help of allies, w ithou t

by the fac t tha t the Soviet Union 
does not have as m any tanks and 
a irc ra ft as H it le r  who is able to 
draw on the resources and indus-

tries  of m ost of Europe.
S ta lin  tr ies  to console the 

masses w ith  the hope th a t the 
“ dem ocratic”  im p e ria lis ts  w i l l  
come to the a id  o f the Soviet U n­
ion by opening a “ western fro n t."  
Aside from  thus leaving the fate 
o f the USSR in  the hands of the 
im peria lis ts , S ta lin  presents no 
program  to save the USSR.

He po in ts to the undeniable in ­
s ta b ility  and con trad ic tions in  
H it le r ’s position, and declares 
th a t eventua lly  “ in  another few 
months, another ha lf or ono year 

(Continued on Page 5)

“ Union For Democratic 
Action"”  Denounces Trial

NEW  YORK, Nov. 10. — 
One of the most important de­
velopments this week in the 
Minneapolis case, it is announc­
ed by the National Office of the 
G ivil Rights Defense Commit­
tee, was the strong statement is­
sued by the Union for Demo­
cratic Action sharply condemn­
ing the prosecution and declar-

CIO Meets As FDR 
Opens Anti-Union Drive

By  JO E A N D R E W S

The GIO national convention, starting November 17 in 
Detroit, meets at a time when the Roosevelt administration is 
demonstrating its intentions of shackling the labor movement 
in preparation for a totalitarian conduct of the war.

Roosevelt’s most recent attacks against labor indicate lhat 
the'government in the long run w ill not tolerate a free and demo­
cratic labor movement independent of government control.

The s tr ikeb rea k ing  barrage lev-
eled by Roosevelt at the “ captive” 
coal m ine s tr ik e  c learly  reflects 
a tu rn  tow ard a more open pol­
icy  of cu rb ing labor's struggle 
fo r  its  r ig h ts  ( lu ring  the w ar pe­
riod .

A  fu rth e r expression of Roos­
eve lt’s a ll-ou t d rive  against the 
r ig h t  to s trike , was his order last 
week to one o f h is most w illin g

lackeys, D anie l Tobin, A F L  
Teamsters head, to im m edia te ly 
ca ll o ff the s tr ik e  of R a ilw ay E x­
press teamsters in  D e tro it. When 
Tobin in form ed Roosevelt th a t he 
was w illin g , hu t needed two addi­
tion a l days to get his executive 
board together, Roosevelt qu ick ly  
countered w ith  a categorical de­
mand th a t the s tr ik e  be called

o ff a t once regardless of the c ir ­
cumstances.

Thus, the CIO convention faces 
the fac t th a t the accelerated war 
d rive  means au in tensified em­
ployer-governm ent campaign a- 
ga inst un ion conditions and 
against tho ve ry  existence of the 
un ion movement.

The pressure exerted upon the 
delegates to the CIO convention 
by the employers and th e ir  gov­
ernm enta l apparatus is countered, 
however, by pressure from  the 
pow erfu l forces of the organized 
mass production w orkers who 
have reached the highest peak of 
th e ir  streng th  iu  the past year.

The un ion ranks, im pelled by 
(Continued on page 5)

ing vigorous support for the 28 
defendants. Chairman of the 
Union is Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr 
of the Union Theological Sem­
inary, and Treasurer is Frieda 
Kirchwey, editor of The Nation.

The stand taken by the Union 
fo r Dem ocratic A ction  is p a rticu ­
la r ly  s ign ifican t since the  Union 
is, in  its  own words, "an organ­
iza tion  of A m erican libera ls  whose 
defin ite  in te rven tion ism  is in  
sharp disagreement w ith  the  in ­
te rna tiona l and domestic policies 
advocated by the defendants in  
the M inneapolis t r ia l . ”

A sserting  th a t the prosecution 
was “ p o lit ic a lly  insp ired” , they 
continue:

“ The U nion was form ed w ith  
the purpose of com batting  any 
anti-dem ocratic tendency th a t 
may arise in  th is  period of na­
tio n a l emergency. The present 
federal prosecution of 28 alleged 
members o f the Socia list W orkers 
P a rty  in  M inneapolis is undoubt­
edly evidence of such an a n ti­
dem ocratic tendency . . .  A t th is  
tim e, w h ile  the t r ia l  is under way, 
i t  w ou ld  be w e ll fo r  A tto rney 
General B idd le  and the Depart­
m ent of Justice to consider care­
fu lly  the im p lica tions o f the pro­
ceedings in  term s o f th e ir  effect 
upon the fou r freedoms . . . The 
Union fo r Dem ocratic Action  calls 
upon A tto rne y  General B iddle and 
the Dept, o f Justice to  drop a ll 
charges aga inst the 28 defendants

m eeting o f the p ro -Tob in  Com­
m ittee  o f 100 a t the H o te l N ic o l­
le t  in  M arch. The F B I agent was 
adm itted  to  th is  closed m eeting 
by H e n ry  H a rr is , who said he 
was ins tructed  to  do so by the 
la te  Thomas W illia m s , leader o f 
the Com m ittee o f 100.

3. S h o rtly  a fte rw a rd , ( F B I 
A ge n t P e rrin  suggested to- H a rr is  
th a t he te ll defendant K a r l Skog- 
lund th a t, i f  Skoglund would 
“ break w ith  the Dunnes”  and 
jo in  the pro -Tob in  Com m ittee o f 
100, Skoglund could ge t h is c i­
tizenship papers.

(S kog lund, whose app lica tion  
fo r  c itizensh ip  is  s t i l l  pending, 
has been refused h is papers thu r 
fa r  by the Bureau o f Im m ig ra ­
tion  which is now, lik e  the F B I,  
a sub-d iv is ion o f the D epartm ent 
o f Justice ).

H a rr is  fu r th e r  ,  adm itted  on 
cross-exam inatioYFthat he w ent to 
Skoglund and repeated to  h im  the 
p roposition  suggested by the F B I 
A gent. Skoglund refused to  take 
th is  bribe and break w ith  those 
w ith  whom he had b u ilt  the union.

A D M IS S IO N S  SHO W  
T O B IN ’S R O LE

These th ree facts, re lu c ta n tly  
adm itted  by the governm ent’® 
own witness, prove to  the h i l t  th« 
contention o f the  defense th a t 
th is  t r ia l  was ins tiga ted  by A F L  
Team sters P resident D anie l J. 
Tobin aga inst the m il ita n t  lead­
ers o f Local 544.

W ha t the defense did n o t know, 
however, u n t il these admissions 
were draw n fro m  H a rr is , was 
th a t the T o b in -F B I co llabora tion  
aga inst the un ion had begun s i­
m ultaneously w ith  the  v e ry  ber 
g in n in g  o f the a tta ck  by T ob in ’s 
Com m ittee o f  100 aga ins t the 
Locai 544 leadership.

The Com m ittee o f 100 f ile d  
charges w ith  Tob in  aga ins t the 
leaders o f Local 544, and these 
charges were the p re te x t on w h ich 
Tobin in  June appointed a re ­
ce iver to  take over the union. 
Th is move o f Tobin was answered 
on June 9 by  - an  ove rw helm ing 
m a jo r ity  vote o f  the Local 544 
m em bership to d is a ffilia te  fro m  
T ob in ’s Team sters and accept a 
cha rte r fro m  the CIO.

F o u r days a f te r  th is  vote T o­
bin, on June 13, te legraphed 
P resident Roosevelt, ask ing  h im  
fo r  help aga inst Local 544-CIO. 
T ob in ’s te legram  said: “ The w ith ­
d raw a l fro m  the In te rn a tio n a l 
Un ion by the  tru c k d riv e rs  union, 
Local 544 and one o ther sm all 
union in M inneapolis, and th e ir  
a ff il ia t io n  w ith  the CIO  is indeed 
a reg re ttab le  and dangerous con­
d ition . The o ffice rs  o f th is  local 
un ion. . . m ust be in  some way 
prevented fro m  pu rsu ing  th is  
dangerous course. . .”  (N ew  Y o rk  
T im es, June 14, 1941).

R O O S E V E LT ’S A ID  
TO T O B IN

In  answer to Tob in ’s te legram , 
Roosevelt’s secretary, Stephen 
E a rly , issued a s ta tem ent to  the 
press, w h ich  said in  p a rt, a f te r  
condemning the C IO  fo r  ch a rte r­
in g  Local 544: “ W hen I  advised 
the P resident o f T ob in ’s repre- 

(Continued on page 2)
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Trial Exposed

(Continued from  page 1)
sentations th is  m orn ing , he asked 
me to  im m e d ia te ly  have the Gov­
ernm ent departm ents and agen­
cies in terested in th is  m a tte r no­
t if ie d . . (New  Y o rk  T imes, 
June 14, 1941).

The “ governm ent departm ents 
and agencies”  thus “ n o tif ie d ”  
tu rned ou t to  he the F B I and the 
D epartm ent o f Justice, which 
ra ided the . Socia lis t W orkers 
P a tty  headquarters in  the T w in  
C ities on June 27, drew  up and 
on J u ly  15 guided th ro u g h  a fed ­
e ra l g rand ju r y  the ind ic tm en t 
aga inst the 28 SW P and Local 
544-CIO defendants, and now are 
conducting the prosecution in  th is  
“ sed ition ”  t r ia l .

Tobin agent H a rr is ' admissions 
th is  m orn ing  com plete the p ic­
tu re : the cyn ica l co llabora tion  o f 
Tobin and the F B I in  a jo in t  a t ­
te m p t to  destroy m il ita n t  Local 
544-CIO by a fram e-up  against 
its  leaders and the leaders o f the 
S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty .

H a rr is  fu r th e r  te s tifie d  th a t he 
jo ined the S ocia lis t W orkers  P a r­
ty  in  the hope th a t m em bership 
w ould help h im  ge t a job th rough 
the T ro ts k y is t leadership o f Local 
544; th a t he d idn ’t  ge t the job, 
and le f t  the p a r ty ; th a t he jo ined 
the  p ro -Tob in  Com m ittee o f 100 
and on A p r i l 4 signed an a f f i­
d a v it 'fo r  use by  Tobin in  which 
he named various leaders o f the 
un ion as being alleged members 
o f the  p a rty .

Two weeks o f prosecution tes­
tim o n y  are now in , and fro m  be­
g in n in g  to end the governm ent’s 
“ case”  has been a continuous 
parade o f Tobin agents. Here 
is the lis t  so fa r :

1. James B a rt le tt,  Tobin ap­
pointee as “ 544” -A F L  organ izer. 
Ho is the prosecution’s ch ie f w i t ­
ness.

2. Roy W ienecke, TobinS ap­
pointee as “ 544” -A F L  organ izer.

3. Tom McCue, Tob in  appointee 
as “ 544” -A F L  organ izer.

4. John Novack, “ 544” -A F L  
goon-squad man d u r i n g  the 
m onths a f te r  June 9, when Tobin 
was spending money lik e  w a te r 
on thugs fo r  use aga inst Local 
544-CIO.

5. W a lte r S tu ltz , ex-president 
o f Omaha Team sters Local 544- 
A F L , now serv ing  a te rm  in the 
federa l p e n ite n tia ry  a t Sandstone. 
Under cross-questioning he ad­
m itted  th a t the Tobin rece iver o f 
the Omaha local —  T . T. Neal, 
also Tobin rece iver fo r  M innea­
polis Local “ 544” -A F L  —  is pay­
ing  S tu ltz ’s w ife  a w eekly wage 
and is sending S tu ltz  h im se lf

| money re g u la r ly .
6. Joe W illiam s , b ro th e r o f the 

la te  Thomas W illia m s , founder o f 
the pro -Tob in  Com m ittee o f 99.

7. M rs. V io le t W illiam s , w idow  
o f Thomas W illiam s .

8. K a r l Bath , m em ber o f Com­
m ittee  o f 99.

9. John M a je rsky , m em ber o f 
Com m ittee o f 99.

th a t B a rtle tt, w h ile  c la im ing  to 
have le ft  the SW P early in  1910, 
had nevertheless continued to pay 
his dues —  10 per cent o f his 
sa la ry  —  B artl'e tt said he had 
done so as a “ cheap way to buy 
peace w ith  the Socialist W orkers 
P a rty .”  N e ithe r .of these cynics.* 
(and false) tales enhanced the 
sta ture  of the government's chief 
witness.

B a rt le tt  denied tha t he had met 
Jaeson, assassin who m urdered 
T ro tsky, du ring  his V isit to Mex­
ico.

In  general, B a rtle tt went to 
considerable lengths in  a ttem pt­
in g  to c la im  that a period of tim e 
had elapsed between the tim e of 
his m em bership in  the Com m unist 
P a rty  and the tim e he came in to  
the teamsters’ movement.

But. defense questioning devel­
oped the fact that. B a rtle tt jo ined 
the teamsters un ion on the sole 
basis tha t he was ostensibly em­
ployed as a truckd riveK  by Wal- 
fred,Sm edberg, whom B a rtle tt ad­
m itted  was an active figure iiv  the 
Unemployed Councils and who in  
addition, was well-know n in M in ­
neapolis as a leader o f the Com­
m un ist P a rty  d u rin g  the period 
when he was “ em ploying" B a rt­
le tt and enabling h im  to get in to  
the teamsters union.

The judge pe rm itted  the ju ry  
-and defendants to leave at 3:40
P. M. in  order to enable the pros­
ecution to showr defense attorneys 
the exh ib its  the governm ent plans 

to in troduce from  the Socialist 
Appeal fo r the year 1939.

ed to  te s t ify  on ly  a f te r  a lapse 
o f two days a fte r  the tes tim ony 
o f S m ith  and Love o f the same 
Omaha union who, a lthough c a ll­
ed as governm ent witnesses, had

te s tifie d  e n tire ly  in fa v o r o f the 
defense.

S h o rtly  a f te r  Goldman began 
cross-questioning S tu ltz , cou rt 
ad journed.

Seventh Day 
O f The Triai

TUESDAY, NOV. 4
Thè day began w ith  the prose­

cu tio n  in tro du c ing  those fina l 
Ite'tns from  the Socialist Appeal 
fò t  the Vear 1938 w h ich  had been 
p rev iously  passed over to give 
judge and defense tim e to read 
them .

Prosecution then introduced 
in to  evidence the ‘‘M anifesto of 
the  F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l on the 
Im p e ria lis t WàT and P ro le ta rian  
R evo lu tion ”  (w h ich  was w ritte n  
by T ro tsky  sho rtly  before liis  
death).

Prosecution w itness B a rtle tt 
took the stand again, and id e n ti­
fied Joseph Hansen’s pamphlet. 
“ W a ll S treet’s W ar, Not Ours”  as 
one he had purchased. He also 
iden tified  an in te rn a l bu lle tin  on 
“ Trade U n ion Problems.”  Both 
were made evidence. The prosecu­
t io n  then read sections to the 
ju ry .

A n  In te resting  inc iden t occurred 
w h ile  Prosecutor Anderson was 

R ead ing . One ju ro r ,  Glenn W. 
•Ross, M inneapolis lum ber com­
pany sales manager, asked the 
judge: “ May I  speak?”  When per­
m ission was granted, the ju ro r  
said: “ He read those th ings to 
us before.”

Goldman explained th a t the 
same excerpts had been read by 
the prosecution to the ju ry  from  
F a rre ll Dobbs' pamphlet, “ Trade 
Union Problems.”

The prosecution la id  p a rtic u la r 
stress th is  second tim e on sec­
tions o f the b u lle tin  w h ich  op­
posed a rb itra tio n  of basic issues 
between unions and bosses.

Tw o in te rna ! bu lle tins, con ta in­
in g  both sides of the dispute w ith  
the  petty-bourgeois m in o r ity  on 
the  Russian question in  1939 were 
in troduced by the prosecution. 
Goldman objected on grounds of 
irre levancy, but the judge over­
ru led  him .

B A R T L E T T  W E N T  
TO T H E  F B I

B a rt le tt  testified —  obviously 
In order to fo resta ll cross-ques­
t io n in g  to come from  the defense 
—  th a t he had gone to the F B I 
in  February o r March o f th is  
year, sho rtly  a fte r he had jo ined in 
fo rm in g  a “ Committee of 99”  
w h ich  appealed to AFU  Team ­
sters C h ief Danie l J. Tobin to 
oust the “ rad ica l”  leadership of 
Local 544.

A t 11:30 A. M. the government 
f in a lly  concluded w ith  the ‘‘ev i­
dence'”  of its  p rinc ip a l witness 
and B a rt le tt  was subjected to a 
system atic cross-examination by 
defense attorneys.

I t  was brought out tha t B a rt­
le t t  had been known under nu­
merous aliases: James B arto lo tto ,

Eighth Day
WEDNESDAY, NOV. 5

| James B artle ttn . H erbert Jordan.
| John Jonathan. When B artle tt 
said these were a ll, the defense J  had’ l»jm id e n tify  a photograph 

 ̂o f h im se lf in  a newspaper, tire 
caption o f w h ich  iden tified  h im  
as one John V o itland. B ut the 
judge refused to receive the pho­
tograph as evidence.

B a rt le tt  had groat d iff ic u lty  in 
exp la in ing  when and under w hat 
circumstances lie had, as lie 
claim ed, le ft  the Com m unist Par­
ty . He gave the date of the m id ­
dle of 1933, but defense question­
in g  made i t  p la in  tha t, i f  B a rt­
le tt  had le ft  the C. P. then, he 
had done so on the friend lies t 
basis. I t  was indicated tha t 
among M inneapolis trade un ion­
ists, B a rt le tt  was suspected as a 
S ta lin is t a t least as la te as the 
fa ll o f 1936.

B A R T L E T T ’S
C O N T R A D IC T IO N S

B a rtle tt ’s asserted reason fo r 
leaving the Communist P arty  was 
p a rtic u la r ly  con trad ic to ry  w ith  
h is  s to ry  about w hy he now de­
nounces the T ro tsky is ts . Under 
cross-questioning B a rt le tt  said 
th a t he had read, before jo in in g  
the Com m unist P a rty  in  1932, 
M arx  and Engels’ “ Com m unist 
M anifesto”  and Le n in ’s “ State and 
R evo lu tion”  and tha t these books i 
advocated the use of force and v io l­
ence against the governm ent; 
th a t he had jo ined the Commun­
is t P a rty  thereafter, became ac­
tiv e  as a speaker and unemployed 
leader, and le ft  i t  in  1933 when | 
he realized th a t the C. P. advo­
cated the use of force and v io l­
ence. Then, more than  three 
years la te r, in  1936 he joined the 
Socia list AVorkers P a rty ; he ad­
m itte d  to know ing from  the firs t 
th a t the SWP was M arx is t and 
L e n in is t; then was confronted 
w ith  the statem ent he had made, 
ea rly  in  his testim ony fo r the 
government, th a t the reason he 
had le ft  the Socia list W orkers 
P a rty  ea rly  in  1940, a fte r over 
three years of p a rty  membership, 
was th a t he had “ discovered”  
th a t i t  advocated the use of force 
and 'v io lence!

The obvious absurd ity  o f th is  
ta le was so apparent a fte r the 
threads bad been draw n together 
under cross-questioning. t h a t  
B a rt le tt  tr ie d  to s h ift  h is ground. 
He w ent on to assert th a t lie 
had jo ined the SWP in  1936 only 
because V incent R. Dunne had 
made p a rty  membership a condi­
t io n  before the g row ing  General 
D rivers  Union would aid B a rtle tt 
in  estab lish ing a newly-founded 
Warehousemen's Union. When 
fu r th e r  questioning brought out

The session began w ith  the 
judge a d m ittin g ’ in to  evidence, 
over defendants’ objections, a se­
ries o f item s fro m  various 1939 
issues o f the S ocia lis t Appeal, in ­
c lud ing three yarns in  B i l l  M o r­
gan ’s “ On the L in e ”  column 
which, the judge ru led, “ i t  is fo r  
the ju r y  to  determ ine w hether 
they were hum orous o r serious.”

The m ost s ig n if ic a n t ru l in g  was 
on an e d ito r ia l en titled  “ How  We 
Can F ig h t H it le r , ”  advocating ex­
p ro p ria tio n  o f the w a r industries. 
Judge Joyce ru led  th a t, inasmuch 
as p ro p e rty  is protected fro m  ex­
p ro p ria tio n  w ith o u t compensation 
by the F if th  Am endm ent, the ad­
vocacy o f such exp rop ria tion  
“ suggests”  the use o f the  m e th ­
ods charged in  the ind ic tm ent.

B A R T L E T T ’S R E L A T IO N  
TO T H E  SW P

Cross-exam ination o f the ch ie f 
governm ent w itness, Tobin pay- 
ro lle r  James B a rt le tt,  then con­
tinued.

I t  became clear th a t the defense 
Was a ttack ing  B a r t le t t ’s c la im  to 
have le f t  the Com m unist P a rty  
in 1933, and considered th a t he 
was opera ting  fo r  the S ta lin is ts  
in 1935 when he jo ined Loca l 544.. 
C ross-questioning also brought,, 
ou t his constant clashes w ith  the 
defendants in  the  trade  union 
movement, his ro le as Tob in ’s 
agent in seeking the rem oval o f 
the 541 leaders, and his evident 
bias aga inst the defendants long 
before th is  tr ia l.

M ost in te res tin g  development 
in  h is cross-exam ination was the 
breaking down o f the  comic-opera 
p ic tu re  o f revo lu tion  th a t B a r t­
le tt  had ou tlined prev iously  under 
guidance o f the prosecutor. Now 
he was draw n to  describe revo lu ­
tion  as being, as the Declara tion 
o f P rinc ip les states, preceded by 
the w in n in g  o f a decisive m a jo r­
i t y ;  th a t preceding revo lu tion , in 
the SW P theory, are a whole se­
ries o f pre-conditions —  mass un ­
em ploym ent, economic collapse 
a fte r  w ar, mass discontent, etc. 
—  which make possible w inn ing  
a m a jo r ity .

B a r t le t t  a ttem pted ■ to counter 
these admissions o f his by assert­
in g  th a t V . R. Dunne had im p lied  
th a t the p a r ty  could make the 
revo lu tion  w ith  160,000 members 
o r so, on the analogy o f the Rus­
sian Bo lshevik  p a r ty  w h ich  had

th a t num ber o f members in Oc­
tober, 1917. B a r t le t t  was t ry in g  
to leave the ju r y  w ith  the im ­
pression th a t the Bolsheviks were 
no t fo llow ed by a m a jo rity .

A tte m p tin g  to preven t defense 
counsel fro m  estab lish ing th a t 
the defendants had b u ilt  Local 544 
from  1934 to  1941 in to  a power­
fu l union, B a r t le t t  asserted there 
Were “ also o ther leadez-s”  and 
named the la te  B il l  B row n as an 
example. He denied th a t B rown 
had been a m em ber o f the So­
c ia lis t W orkers  P a rty . Defense 
counsel in troduced an ob itua ry  
a rtic le  fro m  the S oc ia lis t Appeal 
by James P. Cannon w hich iden­
t i f ie d  B il l  B row n as a p a r ty  mem­
ber. -

W hen defense counsel sought to 
force B a r t le t t  to  te ll the ju r y  how 
the un ion ra ised wages o f the 
w orkers fro m  1934 to  1941, p ro ­
secution objected th a t i t  was i r ­
re levan t and the judge sustained 
the objection.

U nder close questioning, B a r t­
le tt  adm itted th a t he had ne ither 
read nor heard an y th in g  by the 
SW P advocating insubord ination 
in the arm y. T h is  charge is one 
o f the m ain po in ts in the in d ic t­
m ent on w h ich the  defendants! 
fcte being tried .

On re -d irec t questioning, the 
prosecution had its  w itness te s ti­
f y  —  obviously to  take the edge 
o f f  his previous tes tim ony th a t 
the SW P Sought to w in  a m a jo r­
i t y  —  th a t the SW P considered 
th a t “ the m in o r ity  w ould consti­
tu te  the apparatus o f govern­
m ent.”

T H E  W IT N E S S  S T U LT Z
W a lte r S tu ltz  was the next 

governm ent w itness. He had been 
a member o f the executive board 
and president o f Omaha Team sters 
Local 554 when f iv e  o f the six 
o ther members were SW P mem­
bers. H is  tes tim ony p r im a r ily  
concerned defendant A1 Russell. 
S tu ltz  te s tifie d  he had been hos­
t i le  to Russell, had opposed h im  
when he ran fo r  the executive 
board, had denounced h im  .to the 
m em bership o f the un ion as a 
T ro ts k y is t (b u t Russell was elec­
ted a n yw a y ); nevertheless, Rus­
sell p r iv a te ly  confided in  h im  th a t 
the p a r ty  was p lan n in g  to  use 
fo rce  and violence. A lthough  
S tu ltz  had been in  the cou rt bu ild ­
in g  fo r  several days, he was ca ll-

Ninth Day
THURSDAY, NOV. 6

Governm ent w itness W a lte r 
S tu ltz , upon cross-questioning, 
turned ou t to  he another Tobin 
pa yro lle r. H is  w ife , he adm itted , 
is pa id a w eekly wage by T ob in ’s 
receiver fo r  the Omaha local to 
w h ich  S tu ltz  belonged, w h ile  
S tu ltz  h im se lf —  a federa l p ris ­
oner a t Sandstone —  receives a 
re g u la r stipend also1 fro m  Tobin.

The next w itness was F ra n k ­
lin  F. Page, rep o rte r fo r  the U n i­
ve rs ity  o f M innesota newspaper, 
who te s tif ie d  he covered a speech 
there by Grace Carlson a t w h ich 
she advocated, he alleged, the use 
o f force and violence.

Cross-questioning e lic ited  the 
fa c t th a t spokesmen fo r  the  So­
c ia lis t Club, under whose auspices 
the Carlson speech was made, had 
protested by le tte r  to  the u n ive r­
s ity  paper aga inst the d is to rted 
s to ry  w r itte n  by w itness Page.

A N O T H E R  T O B IN  A G E N T
N ext governm ent w itness was 

another Tobin pa yro lle r, Roy F. 
W ieneke. He te s tif ie d  he had 
jo ined the SW P to  help h im  ge t 
a union jo b ; d idn ’ t  ge t the job 
and le f t  the  p a r ty ;  defendants in 
p riva te  conversation advocated 
force and violence, etc., etc. W ie ­
neke then became a member o f 
the Tobin Com m ittee o f 99, s ign ­

ed an a ff id a v it in  A p r i l  to  aid 
Tobin to remove leaders o f Ixzcal 
544. Now  is a paid organ izer, ap­
pointed by Tobin, fo r  A F L  Team ­
sters.

U nder cross-questioning, con­
trad ic tion s  between bis a ff id a v it 
and present tes tim ony reduced 
W ieneke to the po in t where he 
could reca ll p ra c tic a lly  no th ing, 
and th a t led to  th is  question and 
answer:
Q. (b y  M r. G oldm an): A l l  you 
reco llect is th a t the y  to ld  you 
th a t “ We m ust ove rth row  the 
Governm ent by fo rce  . and v io l­
ence?”
A . T h a t is r ig h t.

W ieneke claim ed th a t he had 
been pulled o f f  a tru c k -d r iv in g  
jo b  by defendant E m il Hanson, 
organ izer o f Local 544, because 
he (W ieneke) was suppo rting  
the Com m ittee o f 99. T h is  was 
la s t year. U nder cross-question­
in g  i t  developed th a t W ieneke 
had no t had a cha u ffe u r’s license 
then and did not know  th a t he had 
to have a c h a u ffe u r’s license to 
d rive  a truck .

N e x t governm ent w itness was 
John Novack, goon-squad Tobin 
payro lle r, who had been on the 
w itness stand b u t a sho rt tim e  
when cou rt adjourned fo r  the day.

her o f the s ta f f  o f  544; had jo in ­
ed the p a r ty  to  make sure o f 
keeping liis  jo b ; was dropped fro m  
the s ta f f  and le f t  the p a r ty  (and 
jo ined the Tob in  Com m ittee o f 
99, the cross-exam ination b rough t 
o u t). L ike  o ther governm ent w it ­
nesses ho te s tif ie d  to  hearing  
p a rty  members, especially in pe r­
sonal conversations, advocate use 
o f force and violence.

N ext came Thomas McCue, 
Tobin appointee as organ izer of 
the A F L  Team sters, to  te s tify  
th a t in 1937 he heard K a r l Skog- 
lund ask the la te Senator Lun-1

deen to  help secure asylum  fo r  
Leon T ro ts k y  here.

The governm ent then p u t on J. 
J. Kenney, fo rm e r Local 544 mem­
ber, fo r  pointless tes tim ony on 
t lic  U n ion Defense G uard. H is 
on ly  func tion  was to  enable p ro ­
secution to  argue la te r th a t otTTer 
beside Tobin agents have been 
governm ent witnesses.

Then came H e n ry  H a rris , Com­
m ittee  o f 99 member, who gave 
the usual tes tim ony about defend­
ants advocating use o f force and 
violence. l ie  was on the stand a t 
session’s end.

Eleventh Day
MONDAY, NOV. 10

Tenth Day
FRIDAY, NOV. 7

John Novack, was on the stand 
when cou rt opened.

H ig h lig h t o f his tes tim ony was 
th a t a man named Rube —  no t 
o therw ise id en tified  e ithe r by 
Novack o r anybody else —  to ld  
Novack th a t the S oc ia lis t W o rk ­
e rs 'P a r ty  had “ gunk and. am m u­
n itio n  p lanted in the w a lls  o f 
churches.”  Novack claim ed he had • 
been in v ited  to jo in  the SWP, 
bu t had not.

Cross-questioning b rough t ou t ! 
th a t Novack had been employed 
by the Tobin receiver o f the A F L  
Team sters as a m ember o f a 
squad, when Local 541 seceded 
from  the A F L . Asked, “ Were you : 
a member o f the A F L  goon 
squad?”  Novack drew a laugh 
from  the courtroom  when he de­
m ure ly  asked: “ W ha t is a goon I 
squad?”  Novack insisted m ere ly j 
on ca lling  i t  “ the squad” . When 
defense counsel Goldman asked j 
Novack how much he was paid 
fo r  “ squad”  w ork , the prosecu­
tion  objected and was supported 
by the judge.

The ne x t governm ent w itness 
was E rnest L . M a tt, b e tte r known 
around P lym outh  Avenue as Dee- 
H orn. He, too, to ld  about Rube. 
B u t he was such a besotted spec­
tacle tha t, upon m otion  by de­
fense to  s tr ik e  ou t a l l h is te s ti­
mony, he was excused fro m  tes­
t ify in g .

E lizabe th  H um pfne r, sweet-

A  Man Named Rube
M IN N E A P O LIS , Nov. 7 —  II  

is  im possible to describe in  words 
the faces, appearance, character, 
of the governrfient's witnesses in 
th is  “ sed ition”  t r ia l .  One has to 
see them, parad ing in to  the w it ­
ness stand, to rea lize w hat the 
governm ent’s “ evidence”  amounts 
to, A  p a rtia l substitu te  fo r seeing 
them would be to read th e ir  ver­
ba tim  testim ony. B u t th a t would 
take up whole volumes o f T H E  
M IL IT A N T .

Here, however, is  a sample of 
th e ir  testim ony, w h ich  w i l l  give 
you an idea w hat is go ing On in 
th is  courtroom  in  M inneapolis.

The w itness who is speaking is 
John Novack, Tobin goon-squad 

man and governm ent witness. And 
remember th a t w hat he is about 
to say, the governm ent already 
knows; the prosecutors have gone 
over his testim ony w ith  h im , not 
once but m any tim es! He is te ll­
in g  w hat a man named Rube 
said. W ho is Rube? N e ithe r th is  
witness nor any other ever iden­
tifies h im . .Prosecutor Anderson 
is p u ttin g  the questions, Novack 
is answering:

Q: A nd was an y th in g  said in

the clubroom a t the Federal 
W orkers Section (o f Local 544) 
about w hether there was any am­
m u n itio n  available, stored any­
where?

A : W ell, th is  other fellow , Itube, 
said, “ You would he surprised at 
w h a t we have. We have am m uni­
t io n  . . . ”

DEFEN SE A T T ’Y GOLDM AN: 
T h a t is objected to, your Honor. 
I  do no t know w hy we should be 
bound by somebody by the name 
o f Rube. We do not know who 
i t  was.

Q: Do you know whether Rube 
was a P a rty  member?

A : Yes, he was.
MR. G OLDM AN: Rube who?

T H E  W IT N E S S : I  said I  don’t 
know  his name.

MR. ANDERSON: Rubinsky?
T H E  W ITN E S S : Yes, Rubinsky 

was h is name.
MR. G OLDM AN: How does he 

know  he was a P arty  member?
T H E  COURT: I  don’t  know.
T H E  W ITN E S S : I  can answer 

tha t.
T H E  COURT: Go ahead and 

answer it .
A : I  knew he was a P arty  mem-

ber because he was he lp ing o r­
ganize the youth section which 
was p a rt of the Federal W orkers 
Section of 544.

M R. ANDERSO N: The youth 
section of the un ion, 544?

MR. G OLDM AN: I  o b j e c t  to 
(prosecution) counsel p u ttin g  
words in to  h is  mouth.

Q: W hat youth section was
Rube organizing?

A : The you th  section.
Q: Of w hat group or organ­

ization?
A : W ell, of the P arty .
Q: A ll r ig h t. W hat did Rube 

say?
A : He says, “ You would be sur­

prised how w e ll we are fixed.”  He 
said, “ We have guns and am m u­
n itio n  p lanted in  the w a lls  of 
churches. We have bu lle ts tha t 
w i l l  go through an inch and a 
h a lf o r two inches of a rm or plate, 
w h ich  is bette r than the United 
States A rm y  can do.”

I Q: W ell, was th is  a jo k in g  a f­
fa ir ,  o r was i t  a serious a rgu­
ment?

A : W ell, he m ig h t have been 
jok ing , bu t the way he said it ;  
i t  was k in d  o f serious. He was 
serious about it .

he a rt o f the la te  Thomas W il­
liam s, Tobin agen t in  Local 544, 
was the ne x t w itness. She' te s ti-  
'->'1 th a t defendants Rose Seiler, 

F e lix  M o rro w  and Grace Carlson, 
in p r iva te  conversations, had ad­
vocated use o f force and violence.

N e x t came Charles H . C halm ­
ers,-.: head o f the Chalm ers O il 
B u rne r Company, to  te s t ify  tha t, 
a t a session o f the S atu rday 
Lunch C lub in 1936, V. R. Dunne 
was the speaker and had advo­
cated “ revo lu tiona ry  s trugg le .”

Prosecution then p u t on John C. 
M a je rsky , m ember o f the Tobin 
Com m ittee o f 99, who te s tifie d  
he had jo ined the S ocia lis t W o rk ­
ers P a rty  a t the u rg ih g  o f Thom ­
as W illiam s , be liev ing  i t  would 
help h im  ge t a un ion jo b ; he d idn ’t  
ge t the job, and q u it the  p a rty . 
He te s tifie d  th a t the  544 U n ion 
Defense Guard engaged in  ta rg e t 
practice; iden tified  various de f­
endants as p a rty  m em bers; denied 
th a t the S ilve r S h irts  were known 
to  be th rea ten ing  the un ion when 
the guard  was fo rm ed ; tes tified  
th a t p a r ty  members advocated 
revo lu tion .

K a r l B a th  te s tif ie d  he had been 
fo r  three m onths in 1938 a mem-

Tho day opened w ith  H enry  
H a rr is  s t i l l  g iv in g  tes tim ony un­
der the guidance o f prosecution 
questions.

The big  development o f the 
day came sh o rtly  a f te r  H a rr is  
was tu rned  over to defense coun­
sel fo r  cross-exam ination. Search­
in g  questions on the connection 
o f the Tobin Com m ittee o f 99 w ith  
the F B I b rough t fro m  H a rr is  a 
num ber o f dam ning admissions. 
(See page 1 s to ry ).

A f te r  H a rr is  le f t  the stand, the 
res t o f the m orn ing  was taken up 
w ith  in troduc tion  by the govern­
m ent o f numerous item s o f “ ev i­
dence”  fro m  various issues o f the 
Socia lis t Appea l and the F ourth  
In te rn a tio n a l.

In  a d m ittin g  m ost o f these fo r  
submission to the ju ry ,  Judge 
Joyce made tw o s ig n ifica n t r u l­
ings th is  a fte rnoon :

TW O  IM P O R T A N T  R U LIN G S
1. He received as evidence, over 

the ob jection o f defense, an ed i­
to r ia l advocating a people’s re f ­
erendum on w a r o r peace. Since 
the C onstitu tion  reserves solely 
to Congress the r ig h t  to  declare 
w ar, said Judge Joyce, advocacy 
o f such a referendum  by the peo­
ple suggests “ re vo lu tio n a ry ”  
methods o f securing such a re f ­
erendum. I t  is  up to  the ju ry  to 
decide w hether th is  would be done 
by force and violence, or peace­
fu lly , concluded the judge.

2. One o f the, popu la rly -p riced  
books issued by Penguin Book's, 
Tom W in tr in g h a m ’s “ New W ays 
o f W a r” , was in troduced by the 
prosecution as evidence against 
the defense, because the Socia list 
Appeal had reviewed and recom­
mended i t  fo r  read ing by trade  
un ion ists.

The hook was w ritte n  fo r  read­
in g  by the c iv ilia n  popu lation o f 
England to aid i t  in  p a rtic ip a tin g  
in  defending the coun try  against 
a N azi invasion. Judge Joyce 
ru led th a t the ‘Socia list Appea l’ 
review , because it. stated th a t 
W in tr in g h a m ’s m il ita ry  advice 
was useful to  unions in  the f ig h t  
against Am erican fascist bands, 
made both the rev iew  A N D  T H E  
BOOK adm issib le as evidence 
against, the defendants.

The governm ent p u t w itness 
C hris Moe on the  stand. A  fo rm ­
er m ember o f the S oc ia lis t W o rk ­
ers P a rty . Moe was o f no value

to the prosecution, his testim ony 
being in  no w ay hostile  to  the 
defendants. I t  was obvious th a t 
the on ly  reason he was p u t on 
the stand was to enable prosecu­
tion  • to c la im  la te r th a t i t  had 
o ther witnesses beside Tobin 
agents.

N e x t w itness was F red Bove, 
member o f the pro-Tobin C om m it­
tee o f 99, who tes tifie d  th a t V.
R. Dunne w ent to M exico in  an 
autom obile owned by Local 544.

When defense counsel asked 
w h a t re levancy his tes tim ony had, 
A ss is tan t U . S. A tto rney-G enera l 
Schweinhaut stated th a t the in ­
d ic tm ent charges th a t defend­
ants sought con tro l o f unions fo r  
revo lu tiona ry  purposes, and th a t 
charge is substantia ted by  p roo f 
th a t V . R. Dunne could use a 
un ion car to ge t to  see T ro ts k y !

N e x t w itness was Eugene F. 
Gleason, who id en tified  h im se lf 
as a re p o rte r fo r  the Cleveland 
P la in  Dealer, who covered a 
m eeting addressed by Grace C a rl­
son in Cleveland on Janua ry  12, 
1941. Gleason alleged he heard 
D r. Carlson advocate use o f “ a rm ­
ed fo rce”  aga inst the govern­
ment. Gleason had also been a 
grand ju r y  w itness.

N e x t w itness was Joe W illiam s , 
b ro the r o f the la te  leader o f the 
Tobin forces in Local 544. A f te r  
he tes tifie d , he was confronted 
w ith  a copy o f an a ff id a v it he had 
signed fo r  Tobin aga inst the L o ­
cal 544 leaders la s t A n r il.  and 
was unable to exp la in  the  con­
trad ic tions  between the a ffid a v it 
and his testim ony.

M y rt le  Levenius, an employee 
c f  the Associated Indus tries , then 
te s tifie d  th a t she, a t the in s tru c ­
tions o f he r office, had purchased 
a D eclara tion  o f P r i n c i p l e s  
pam ph le t a t the SW P bookshop. 
Associated Indus tries  is the em­
p loye rs ’ o rgan iza tion , b it te r  ene­
m y o f Local 544. The w itness de­
nied she was in  the  office when 
the Associated Indus tries  gave its  
file  on the un ion to  the F B I.

V io le t W illiam s , w idow  o f T o­
b in ’s agent, was on the  stand 
when the day closed.

Judge Joyce, announcing to  the 
ju r y  th a t cou rt would no t be in 
session tom orro w  ( A rm is tice  
D a y ), made a sho rt speech on 
the solemn significance o f th a t 
ho liday.

MARXIST SCHOOL
FALL TERM 1941
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Exchanging views on the tr ia l ivhile enjoying a tasty meal are ( le f t  to r ig h t) defendants A lfre d  Rus­
sell, F a rre ll Dobbs, SW P National Labor Secretary, M . J. Myers o f Chicago, defense attorney, and 
defendant Mrs. D orothy Schultz, organizer fo r  the  St. Paul SW P branch.

Over the coffee cups tr ia l plans are being discussed by: ( le f t  to r ig h t) H aro ld  Swanson, Fe lix  
M orroiv, E d itor o f the ‘M ilita n t", Oscar Coover, M inneapolis Secretary o f the Socialist W orkers  
Party, D r. Grace Carlson, and Carl K uehn, a ll defendants.

A lbert Goldm an, defense counsel and defendant ( le f t ) ,  goes over These ttco “ seditious conspirators”  appear to have enjoyed their
some points o f the tr ia l w ith M rs . Carlos Hudson, and defendants meal. They are ( le f t )  H a rry  DeBoer, Local 5 4 4  m em ber, and
Carlos Hudson, editor o f the Local 5444210  Industria l O rganizer, James P . Cannon, SW P National Secretary, 
and Miles Dunne, Local 5 4 4  president. ( A l l  p ic tures on th is  page are reproduced th rou gh  the courtesy o f the St. Paul D ispatch P ioneer Press).

Looking over press clippings o f the tria l posted on the Minneapolis  
SW P headquarters bulletin  board are fo u r o f the kitchen com m it­
tee which prepares two meals daily . They are ( le f t  to r ig h t)  E laine  
Roseland, Julia Rubich, Mrs. Betty M orrow  and Mrs. H . DeBoer.

‘Our Party’s Answer To The Prosecution'
The fo llo w in g  excerpts from  the m ain re p o rt de livered by 

Comrade James P. Cannon a t the  S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  P le­
num -A ctive  W orkers Conference in  Chicago, October 11-12, 1941, 
are p rin ted  here as a tim e ly  eva luation  o f the  federa l prosecution 
o f 28 members o f the S ocia lis t W orkers  P a rty  and Local 544-CIO, 
and the p a rty ’s answer to  it .

James P. Cannon’s Speech A t The Plenum-Active 
Workers Conference • In Chicago, Oct. 11-12, 1941

Comrade C hairm an and Comrades:
To judge by the  tu rn -o u t we have here fo r  th is  A c tive  

W orkers  Conference, i f  M r. Roosevelt and M r. B iddle tho ugh t 
th a t by in d ic tin g  a fe w  members o f the P a rty  they were go ing 
to scare the rest, they made a m iserable fa ilu re  to  s ta r t  w ith . 
The T ro tsky is ts  don’t  scare ve ry  easily. W hen we undertook 
to organize a revo lu tiona ry  m ovem ent to  ove rth row  cap ita lism , 
we took i t  fo r  g ran ted  th a t a long the  road we would have to  
be prepared to  take a few  blows. The rea l tes t o f  a w orkers 
p a r ty  is  its  a b il i ty  to stand, up under the a ttem p ts  o f the class 
enemy to  in tim id a te  i t  and to  scare i t  out o f existence. The 
S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  w i l l  stand up.

T h is is by fa r  the best g a th e rin g  we have had in  the en tire  
th ir te e n  years since we founded the o r ig in a l nucleus o f A m e r­
ican T ro tsky ism  in 1928. N o t on ly  *is i t  the best show ing in  
num bers bu t also in  s p ir it  and enthusiasm , in  u n ity  w ith in  our 
ranks, and in  the de te rm ina tion  o f a ll the P a rty  members and 
leaders to  respond to  the  demands o f the new s itu a tio n  w ith  
g re a te r e ffo r ts  and sacrifices, f irm e r d isc ip line, and devotion to 
the p a rty .

One tim e, so the legend goes, the re  was a ve ry  sp ir ited  con­
ference o f the pioneer Com m unists in  the e a rly  days o f the  Com-

m un is t P a rty . One delegate g o t so enthusiastic th a t he stood 
up and said, “ Comrade C hairm an, I  make a m otion th a t th is  
conference go down in  h is to ry .”  W ell. I  am sure th a t th is  con­
ference w i l l  go down in  h is to ry  w ith o u t a m otion  to  th a t e f­
fect. I t  m arks a tu rn in g  po in t, a new stage in  the  g ro w th  and 
developm ent and in te g ra tio n  o f the inv inc ib le  m ovem ent o f the  
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l in  the  U n ited  States. N o th in g  can break 
th is  P a rty  because i t  is founded on the solid rock o f M a rx ism ; 
i t  is insp ired by the s p ir it  o f  its  g re a t teacher and leader, Com­
rade T ro tsky , and is m arch ing  fo rw a rd  in  h is s p ir it .  T h is  P a rty  
is n o t a fra id  o f an y th in g  o r anybody. W e can dish i t  out, as 
the saying goes, and we can take it ,  too. B idd le  w i l l  find  th a t out, 
and so w il l  Roosevelt, and so w i l l  Tobin and a ll the l i t t le  lackeys 
o f these conspira tors aga ins t the r ig h ts  and in te rests o f the 
workers.

I  presume you have had an o p p o rtu n ity  to  s tudy the  reso­
lu tio n  adopted and presented fo r  you r consideration by the N a ­
t io n a l Com m ittee. T h is  is no t a general economic and po litica l 
survey b u t ra th e r a special reso lu tion  to  the  occasion. The reso­
lu tio n  undertakes to  set fo r th , p o in t by po in t, those specific  con­
crete tasks imposed upon the P a rty  by  the  present s itua tion  
a r is in g  o u t o f the  developments o f the  w a r and the federa l p ro ­
secution o f a num ber o f our people.

WHY THEY PROSECUTE OUR PARTY
O f course, th is  prosecution, as everybody knows, had its  im ­

mediate in it ia t io n  in  the trade un ion f ig h t  in  M inneapolis. B u t 
th a t trade  union f ig h t  in  M inneapolis was no t ju s t  a trade  union 
f ig h t .  I t  had its  roots in  the w a r s itua tion . The een flic t, as is 
po in ted ou t in the reso lu tion, and as is w e ll-know n to  a ll o f us, 
between the T ro ts k y is t leaders o f 544 and Tobin, the  w ar-m ong- 
e r in g  in te rna tiona l pres ident o f the team sters union, d idn ’t  g row  
up ou t o f inc iden ta l trade un ion questions. The f ig h t  came to  
a head over the  fundam enta l question o f the ' conduct o f trade 
un ion leaders in  tim e  o f  im p e ria lis t w a r. A l l  over the  coun try

the labe r lien teaaa ts  •£ the ea p ita lis t Mass have sueeeeded in  
pushing local trade union leaders in to  line  fo r  the w ar. They 

pushed over the Socia lis t P a r ty  trade  un ion is ts , w ith o u t d iff ic u lty , 
lik e  so m any nine-pins. The S ta lin is ts  are on the band wagon, 

and t» ' are the so-ealled “ progressives”  and "ra d ica ls ” . B u t they 
couldn’t  lin e  up the  T ro tsky is ts . W hy?  Because they are people 
o f a d iffe re n t breed; th e y  are people o f an e n tire ly  d iffe re n t 
type . The T ro ts k y is ts  don’t  line  up fo r  w a r a f te r  the y  have said 
in  tim e  o f peace th a t they  are g o in g  to  oppose the  w a r. The

T ro tsky is ts  a rc  bearers o f a g lorious name. They fee l obliged 
to  make th e ir  deeds match th e ir  words.

W H Y  T H E Y  S IN G LE  LS O C T  F IR S T
The prosecution rea lly , to p u t i t  on its  r ig h t  founda tion , is a 

prosecution o f ou r P a rty  because we rem a in  lo ya l in  tim e  o f w a r 
to the p rinc ip les  w h ich we expounded in  tim e  o f peace. T h is  
prosecution is a g re a t new event. W e are the f ir s t  section o f 
the w o rk in g  class to  be singled ou t fo r  prosecution. A nd  no t 
by some ig no ran t local prosecutor, no t by some over-enthusiastic 
p ro v in c ia l jin g o , b u t by the federa l governm ent its e lf  a t the 
d irec t in s tig a tio n  o f the pres ident o f the U n ited  States. T h is  
is the fac t. A nd th is  fa c t puts our P a rty  r ig h t  in  the ve ry  center 
o f the p o lit ic a l s itua tion  in  th is  coun try . I t  w i l l  rem a in  there 
w ith o u t question o f a doubt because th is  prosecution w i l l  d rag 
ou t a long tim e, and i t  w i l l  echo fo r  a longer tim e  th rough  the 
ranks o f the Am erican people.

The blow  aimed aga inst us —  and i t  is a rea l b low ; a de lib ­
erate and determ ined a tte m p t to im prison 28 people fo r  te rm s o f 
years and to in tim id a te  the others —  such a b low  can e ithe r 
make o r break the P a rty , depending on how we meet it .  I f  we 
stand up and f ig h t ,  regard less o f the consequences; i f  we take 
the necessary risks , ho ld f irm  to  our princ ip les , use the t r ia l  fo r  
an aggressive defense o f ou r p rinc ip les —  then our P a rty  is bound 
to  g row  in prestige , in  in fluence, and in  m em bership, in  sp ite  
o f an y th in g  th a t m ay happen to  some ind iv idua ls  involved. B u t 
i f  the P a rty  tr ie s  to  be clever, to  ru n  away, to  disavow its  p r in ­
ciples under f ire  o f the enemy, then the P a rty  would be ever­
la s tin g ly  doomed.

The p o lit ic a l reso lu tion  w h ich  you have before you is  de­
signed to  gu ide the P a rty . I t  is you r task  here as members o f the 
Conference, in  considering the reso lu tion, to  understand th a t we 
are g iv in g  the answer to a ll the p a r ty  members and sym pa th iz­
ers, and to  the  w o rk in g  class genera lly , as to  ju s t  w h a t the  
T ro ts k y is t P a r ty  is  go ing  to  do in  th e  n e x t Jnsriod.

O C R  P O L IC Y  IN  T H E  C O U R T R O O M
F irs t  o f a ll we take up the question o f the po licy  in  court. 

We lay  down in  the reso lu tion , c le a rly ,’ and categorica lly , th a t 
the po licy, w h ich is o b lig a to ry  upon a ll P a r ty  members involved, 
is not to  renounce, no t to  w a te r down the re v o lu tio n a ry  doctrines 
o f ou r P a rty , bu t to  defend them openly and m il ita n t ly  in  cou rt. 
T h a t is the on ly  p rogram  possible fo r  us. W hen we are called 
to  the w itness stand to  answer w hethe r we did conspire to  
ove rth row  the governm ent w ith  arm ed force in  the im m ediate 
fu tu re , we sha ll undertake to  te ll ju s t  w h a t the  P a rty  stands 
fo r  and w ha t i t  aim s to  do today and tom orrow . I f  we succeed 
in  c a rry in g  ou t th is  p rogram  we w i l l  tra n s fo rm  th a t courtroom , 
which is designed by ou r persecutors to  be the scene o f in tim id a ­
tion  and te rro r  fo r  the P a rty  —  we w i l l  tra n s fo rm  i t  in to  a fo ru m , 
in to  a sounding board fro m  w h ich  we speak to  the people o f the 
United. S tates about the p rogram  o f ou r P a rty .

T h a t is the  c o u rt po licy  la id  down in  the  reso lu tion , and 
I  th in k  i t  w i l l  be accepted unan im ously by the  Conference, by 
the P a rty , and by the p a rty  members am ong the defendants in ­
volved. A nd we should go fu r th e r ,  too , even in  th is  de ta il, in  
m y opin ion, and la y  down lines o f  procedure fo r  the comrades 
involved in the  t r ia l .  T h a t is, lik e  T ro tsky is ts  in  a ll s itua tions  
w herever the y  m ay be, w herever tw o  o r m ore are gathered to ­
gether, they act as one. A l l  'questions Of procedure and po licy, 
decisions th a t have to be made on the spot, are made in  m eet­
ings a f te r  discussion, and in  cases o f d iffe rences o f opin ion, the 
vote is taken and the m a jo r ity  p reva ils . T h a t is the  w ay a s e r i­
ous p a r ty  machine w orks everywhere and under a l l  circumstances 
and m ust do there.

They have a w onderfu l plan up there  in  M inneapolis where 
they have a fine P a rty  headquarters w ith  am ple fa c ilit ie s . They 
are w o rk in g  ou t a plan fo r  com m unity  feeding o f the delegates 
—  pardon me, the defendants. T h is  system  o f com m un ity  feeding, 
wh ich we in s titu te d  la s t yea r a t the  A c tive  W orkers  Conference 
and have again repeated th is  year, w o rks  ou t ve ry  w e ll in  keep­
in g  comrades toge the r and p ro m otin g  a good fee lin g  am ong them. 
Tw ice a day in  the  commodious p a r ty  headquarters the  defend­
ants w i l l  be gathered toge the r fo r  th e ir  meals, fo r  lunch and d in ­
ner, w h ich w i l l  be fu rn ishe d  by  thè  defensejeom m ittee. The p a r ty  
headquarters w i l l  also prov ide the necessary fa c ilit ie s  and rooms 

(Continued on Page 4 )

MEAL-TIME FOR THE 28 AT THE MINNEAPOLIS
S W P  H EA D Q U A R TER S
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(Continued from  page 3)
fo r  meetings o f the defendants, social a ffa irs , com m ittee m eet­
ings and so on. Thus, fro m  the beg inn ing o f the t r ia l  to  the 
ve ry  end, the p a rty  defendants w i l l  be con fro n tin g  th e ir  enemies 
as a so lid ly  organized body, always together, a lways un ited , a l­
ways s tr ik in g  in  the same d irection . T ha t is the T ro ts k y is t way.

A T T IT U D E  T O  T H E  DEFEN SE C O M M IT T E E
A no the r aspect o f the defense is the o rgan iza tion  o f the 

C iv il R ights  Defense Com m ittee. I  am sure everybody in  the 
P a rty  appreciates in  the highest degree the w o rk  th a t has already 
been done by the people in  charge o f th is  com m ittee. W e are a ll 
g ra te fu l to the .distinguished and celebrated men and women 
who have constitu ted themselves as officers and members o f the. 
com m ittee. I  note w ith  appreciation th a t m y old and esteemed 
fr ien d , Carlo Tresca, is there, as always, in  the f ro n t  ranks o f 
the f ig h t  fo r  justice . M a rg a re t D eS ilve r is there, w o r th ily  bear­
in g  the honored name o f the w a r-tim e  f ig h te r  fo r  c iv i l libe rties , 
A lb e r t  DeS ilver.

In  agreem ent w ith  us the C iv il R ights  Defense Com m ittee 
has taken upon its e lf  certa in  defin ite  and lim ited  functions. I t  
w i l l  undertake to provide funds fo r  the lega l expenses o f the 
t r ia l.  We m ust no t overlook any possib ilities to  p ro tect the legal 
r ig h ts  and in te rests o f the defendants. Th is costs a lo t  o f money. 
We w il l  have to help the C iv il R ights Defense Com m ittee to  raise 
it .  The o ther task o f the com m ittee is to  secure p u b lic ity  and 
create favorab le  pub lic  sentiment, fo r  the defendants in every 
possible way. The functions o f the defense com m ittees are lim ite d  
to  these tw o  points.

The po licy o f the defense is determ ined by the p a rty  in  co­
opera tion w ith  the defendants. We cannot tra n s fo rm  the p a r ty  
in to  a defense organ iza tion . The P a rty  goes ahead w ith  a ll its  
po litica l and organ iza tiona l w o rk  and tr ie s  to  make such a d is ­
tr ib u tio n  o f the resources o f our movement, between the neces­
sary lega l expenses and the necessary expenses o f keeping the 
P a rty  fun c tion ing , th a t ne ithe r is neglected.

You hear a lo t o f cha tte r fro m  some o f the rad ica l p e tty  
bourgeois opponents o f our movement about the necessity o f a 
“ broad un ited  f ro n t ”  fo r  defense. D on’t  take these wnndbags 
seriously. Nobody needs to ag ita te  us about the im portance o f 
un ited f ro n t  fo rm a tio ns  when i t  is possible to  ge t substan tia l o r-

IMPORTANCE OF MAINTAINING
I  come now to the po in t w h ich  is stressed in  the reso lu tion 

and which I  w a n t to elaborate p a r tic u la r ly  here. W h a t sha ll be 
the general a tt itu d e  to  the P a rty  in the event o f a successful p ro ­
secution, th a t is, in tl\e  event o f a conviction o f the defendants 
involved in  th is  case? S hall we accept th is  as a proc lam ation 
th a t our P a rty  is ille g a l, w ith d ra w  fro m  the public scene, close 
down our offices and establish underground corners and places o f 
h id ing , etc.?

T h a t would be, in the opin ion o f the N a tiona l Com m ittee, 
the greatest m istake. We don’t  in tend to  surrender our possi­
b ilit ie s  o f legal fu n c tio n in g  a t the ve ry  f irs t  blow. In  sp ite  o f 
a ll they say, we are no t “ consp ira tors” . We are a p o lit ic a l move­
m ent and we w an t to w o rk  in  the open. The advantages o f pub­
lic  a c tiv ity , ag ita tio n , propaganda and organ iza tion  are so su­
p e rio r and so much more economical than s im ila r  w o rk  carried  
ou t by ille g a l and undergx-ound means th a t a serious revo lu tiona ry  
p a r ty  has to f ig h t  to the la s t d itch  to m a in ta in  its  lega l r ig h ts .

I  mentioned some weeks ago to the P o lit ic a l Com m ittee the 
experiences o f 1919, the pos t-w ar period. There was a trem end­
ous wave o f reaction stem m ing ou t o f W ashington under A t to r ­
ney-General A . M itche ll Palm er, the B iddle o f his day. The Com­
m un is t parties were no sooner organized —  there  were tw o  o f 
them ; they began w ith  a s p lit, the C om m unist P a rty  and Com­
m un is t Labor P a rty  —  they were no sooner organized than P a l­
m e r’s persecution began. P a lm er’s agents arrested a ll the leaders 
they could find in one p a r t o f the cou n try  o r another; there was 
h a rd ly  a leader o f the movem ent who wasn’t  under ind ic tm ent. 
They staged ra ids on the meetings and arrested scores and hun­
dreds o f members w ith in  the space o f t \ \o  o r three days. U nder 
the im pact o f those blows, and under the in fluence o f some lead­
ers who were by no means cowards b u t who tended to d raw  th e ir  
conclusions from  the experiences in  ftussia where there never had 
been any dem ocratic lib e rty , the parties au tom a tica lly  accepted 
an illeg a l status. They w ith d re w  to  the underground and stayed 
there  tw o  o r three years, a tte m p tin g  to fun c tion  w ith  a ll the' 
lim ita tio n s  and d iff ic u lt ie s  and m u ltip lied  expenses o f illeg a l 
w ork.

EXP E R IE N C E S  OF T H E  PO ST-W AR P E R IO D
A  pecu lia r th in g  happened in  connection w ith  those events. 

Some judge —  I  fo rg e t the name —• who had a case before 
h im , proclaim ed the C om m unist P a r ty  an ille g a l o rgan ization, 
and the p a r ty  accepted his decision. B u t in another case, fo r  
some reason o r o ther, some q u irk  in  the judge ’s m ind, he an­
nounced th a t the Com m unist Labor P a r ty  was a lega l o rgan iza­
tion . Th is should a t least have been the s igna l fo r  the Com­
m un is t Labor P a rty  to say, “ Thank you, Judge,” i and to  open up 
its  headquarters again. B ut instead o f that., they considered the 
pronouncement an a f f ro n t  to th e ir  revo lu tiona ry  in te g r ity , a d is­
c rim ina tio n  aga inst them, and they issued a s ta tem ent saying 
in  e ffe c t: “ B y God, we a rc  ju s t as ille g a l as the Com m unist 
P a r ty .”  And they rem ained “ underground”  on princ ip le .

A t  the f irs t  underground u n ity  convention in  B ridgcm an, 
M ich igan —  no t the famous one in 1923, bu t in 1920 —  when 
d raw ing  up the cons titu tion  o f the o rgan iza tion , the le ft-w in g e rs  
insisted on having i t  stated in the cons titu tion , "T he  Com m unist 
P a rty  is an underground, illeg a l o rgan iza tion ,”  so th a t the re  
would be no doubt about it .  In  the l ig h t  o f la te r developments 
th a t a tt itu d e  m ust be regarded as a m istake. The p a r ty  was 
compelled la te r on to conduct an in tensive s trugg le  to  rega in  its  
r ig h t  to func tion  le ga lly , and in the course o f several years, by 
experim enting  w ith  one fo rm  o f o rgan iza tion  and another, i t  
succeeded in g ra d u a lly  extending its  pub lic  ac tiv itie s . There was 
a change in the ad m in is tra tion  a t W ashington, and even tua lly  the 
p a r ty  restored its  legal fu n c tio n in g  a lthough the laws rem ained 
the same as before.

In  the U n ited  States, up to  now, they have never worked 
out a fo rm u la  to  proscribe an o rgan iza tion  as such. There is no 
reason w h y  we should do i t  fo r  them . We should n o t accept 
even a conviction in th is  case as a s igna l th a t the legal public 
a c t iv ity  o f the P a rty  has to  cease. I t  w i l l  no t be so easy 
fo r  our enemies, the Roosevelts find the B iddles, to  wage a w a r 
fo r  “ democracy”  and .suppress free  speech a ltoge ther. I t  is  not 
our du ty  to s im p lify  th e ir  task by v o lu n ta r ily  re linq u ish in g  our 
r ig h ts . We should continue as fa r  as possible, step by step, re ­
s is tin g  a t every step, and s tr iv in g , even a t the cost o f some 
casualties, to m a in ta in  a legal existence fo r  our movement. I 
don’t, o f course, p ro je c t the perspective o f a p a rty  o f ou r size 
being able to res is t the whole concentrated w e ig h t o f Am erican 
cap ita lism  aga inst us, bu t we w i l l  do the best we can.

They are persecuting us and w i l l  continue to  persecute us, 
b u t we m ust no t im m edia te ly  begin to  develop an underground 
psychology. There a rc  tw o  sides to  th a t  underground psychol­
ogy, and I have seen both o f them  in the course o f m y experience 
in the movement. One side o f i t  is  revo lu tiona ry , th a t  is, i t  is 
inspired by the im pulse to continue fu n c tio n in g  in  sp ite  o f over­
w he lm ing  persecution. Th is was the dom ina ting  s p ir it  o f  the 
Russian Bolsheviks under Czarism . I t  is  the s p ir it  o f the  com­
rades o f the  F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l who1 are w o rk in g  by under­
g round m ethods in  Europe today. On the o th e r hand, some pco-

ganizations to take serious action. B u t we c e rta in ly  don’t  in tend, 
under the fo rm u la  o f un ited fro n t,  to p e rm it the  lega l defense 
com m ittee to be transfo rm ed in to  a fo ru m  fo r  a ll k inds o f fa c ­
tio n a l disputes between a ll k inds o f ja n g lin g  groups. W e w a n t 
a defense com m ittee th a t is a w o rk in g  body, th a t takes its  de­
fense tasks seriously  and doesn’t  a tte m p t to become a p o lit ic a l 
o rgan iza tion  o r a deba ting society. A nybody w ill in g  to p a r t ic i­
pate w ith  us and help us in  good fa ith  a long th a t line, in  the 
com m ittee wh ich has been established, is c e rta in ly  welcome to  
come along and help us. B u t i f  others, whose s in ce rity  is suspect, 
th in k  fo r  a m inute th a t we w il l  p e rm it them  to make a fac tio na l 
fo o tb a ll ou t o f the defense o f our case, they w i l l  be p ro m p tly  
called to order. We have a certa in  stake in  the m a tte r, nam ely, 
our heads. Th is gives us a r ig h t  to some say about the procedure.

We would lik e  to  have a g re a t conference o f labor o rgan iza­
tions suppo rting  our defense, but i t  is u top ian to th in k  we m ere­
ly  have to  procla im  i t  in  order to  get it .  There is no po ss ib ility  
in the present state o f a ffa irs  in the labo r movement to en lis t 
m any im p o rta n t w o rke rs ’ o rgan izations ac tive ly  in  our support. 
The S ta lin is ts  are not in fa v o r o f our defense. They are in  fa vo r 
o f ou r prosecution. They g ive Roosevelt and B iddle c r it ic a l sup­
po rt, fr ie n d ly  advice. They advise them  to  change the in d ic t­
ment, accuse us o f being Nazi spies and make i t  a l i t t le  b it  s t i f fe r  
fo r  us. Is  anybody here foo l enough to  th in k  the Socia lis t P a rty  
wants to help us ? The Socia lis t P a rty  w i l l  p ious ly  announce its  
support o f c iv il libe rties  in  general and le t i t  go a t th a t. I f  you 
pass the ha t around, they w ill,  maybe, g ive you tw o  b its . Even 
then you had b e tte r b ite  the coin to  make sure i t  isn ’t  counter­
fe it .  The trade unions on the whole, up to  now, are no t bestirred 
to  help the m ost extrem e and persecuted revo lu tiona ry  group in 
the country , the T ro tsky is ts .

So we have to  go along w ith  th is  k in d  o f com m ittee o f p rom ­
inen t ind iv idua ls  w h ich has been set up. L a te r on, i t  is qu ite pos­
sible th a t w ith  the fu r th e r  progress o f the case and fu r th e r  de­
velopm ents in  the labo r movement, a rea l basis o f support fo r  
the defendants can be established in the trade  unions and sup­
p o rtin g  conferences organized in  defense o f ou r people. When 
such a p o ss ib ility  arises we w il l  be the f ir s t  to  recognize i t  and 
the f irs t  to  grasp it .  B u t in the present s itua tion  we do n o t ru n  
a fte r  utop ian program s and do no t w an t to  be bothered w ith  such 
proposals.

OUR LEGAL FUNCTIONING
pie seem to th in k  there  is rom antic ism , combined w ith  sa fe ty , in  
an underground o rgan iza tion . W hen we f in a lly  found the possi­
b i l i t y  o f re s to rin g  the lega l fu n c tio n in g  o f our pioneer Commu­
n is t movement in  1922 and 1923, we m et w ith  a g re a t deal o f 
resistance fro m  various types o f underground fana tics  who w a n t­
ed to  s tay underground ou t o f ha b it and on p rinc ip le .

We had a b ig  ba ttle  over th is  question in  Moscow. I  was a 
delegate o f the “ liq u id a to rs ”  fac tion  —  th a t  is, the fa c tio n  which 
wunted to  “ liqu ida te ”  the underground p a r ty  and fo rm  a legal 
o rgan iza tion  —  to the T h ird  In te rn a tio n a l in  1922. I t  was due 
to the in te rven tion  o f T ro ts k y  in  the f irs t  place, then o f Lenin 
and Z inoviev, th a t we f in a lly  g o t support fo r  our p rogram  o f 
le ga liz ing  the movem ent. In  the course o f the discussions Z ino ­
viev to ld  a  s to ry  about some underground fana tics  in  the Rus­
sian movem ent who had become so accustomed to  consp iring  
under the Czar th a t they wanted to keep i t  up a f te r  the Czar 
was gone. Even a fte r  the Bolsheviks took power, said Z inoviev, 
they had a woman in  the p a rty  who used to  go around w ith  a 
fa lse passport. She d idn ’t  fee l com fortab le  w ith o u t i t .  W e w i l l  
have to  f in d  our w ay between the poss ib ilities  and the necessities; 
and t r y  in every case to  make the best o f i t ;  th a t  is, to  do those 
th ings  and take those steps wh ich make i t  possible fo r  us to 
survive as an o rgan iza tion  and have the g reatest possible fre e ­
dom o f action.

E L E C T IO N  CAM PA IG NS A ID  
O UR F IG H T  FO R  L E G A L IT Y

One o f the ways pointed ou t ir> the reso lu tion  to fa c il ita te  our 
f ig h t  to m a in ta in  ou r lega l existence is p a rtic ip a tio n  in  election 
campaigns. You a ll know  about the 1940 election cam paign in  
M innesota. T ha t was one o f the celebrated th in gs  o f ou r con fe r­
ence las t year. The cam paign o f Comrade Grace Carlson fo r  
Senator and the sizeable vote she received were c e rta in ly  a g rea t 
help and in sp ira tio n  fo r  the whole p a rty . You have learned about 
the perennia l election races o f George B re itm an in  N ew ark, u n t il 
they are beginn ing to  ca ll h im  a chronic office-seeker. B re itm an 
is run n ing  again th is  year. And th is  exam ple f in a lly  caugh t hold 
in New Y o rk , and, as you know, I  stand before you today re ­
questing you r s u ffra g e  in  m y capacity as candidate fo r  M ayor 
o f New Y o rk . And i f  elected. . . !

I t  is one o f the g rea test th in gs  th a t ever happened in  the 
pa rty , th a t the reaction o f the New Y o rk  p a r ty  o rgan iza tion  
to  our ind ic tm en t was no t to  run  fo r  cover b u t to  go ou t in  the 
open, in the election cam paign, w ith  the banner o f the indicted 
comrades. And they w en t ou t n ig h t and day, fo r  weeks on end, 
and collected more than 15,000 in d iv idua l s igna tu res on the p e ti­
tions. They m ust have in terview ed no t less than  100,000 people; 
and in a lm ost even ’ case there was the occasion to  argue w hy 
they should sign, to  te ll them  about the case in  M innesota and 
w h a t our P a rty  stands fo r. I  venture to say more propaganda, 
m ore ag ita tio n , fo r  T ro tsky ism  was carried  o u t in  concentrated 
fo rm  in those weeks o f the pe tition  cam paign than ever before, 
by m any tim es, in  New Y ork .

N ow  it  appears th a t we have the pe tition  file d  w ith  more 
than double the required am ount o f s ignatures. The f ir s t  three 
days have elapsed w ith o u t challenge and the ind ica tions a rc  th a t 
we w i l l  be on the ba llo t in New Y ork . T h is  is an exce llent means 
o f propaganda and ag ita tio n  and o f s trugg le  to  m a in ta in  le g a lity . 
O ur cam paign in New Y o rk  acquires exceptional significance now 
because o f an account in  today’s paper th a t the S ta lin is ts  have 
w ith d ra w n  th e ir  candidate in o rder to  he lp LaG uard ia . T h a t’s 
a ll r ig h t  w ith  us too. I t  means th a t the po ss ib ility  can be created 
fo r  our P a rty , fo r  the f irs t  tim e  in New Y ork , to ra l ly  around 
its e lf  a rea l mass o f m il ita n t  a n ti-w a r w orkers.

T h is is a fo rm  o f a c t iv ity  th a t m ust be emphasized more 
in  the next period. M any comrades seem to take i t  fo r  granted 
th a t we can’t  ge t on the ba llo t. We can’t  unless we w o rk . We 
can do i t  in  N ew ark ; we can do i t  in  M innesota; now i t  has been 
dem onstrated th a t we can do i t  in  New  Y o rk . I t  took us th irtee n  
years to accomplish it .  F o r th irtee n  years we tho ugh t we couldn’t  
do it ,  bu t once th is  new group o f young leaders in New  Y o rk  took 
hold o f th ings , they organized the p a r ty  to go- ou t and ge t the 
s ignatures and p u t the p a r ty  on the ba llo t. L e t us th in k  more 
seriously  about election cam paigns, p a r tic u la r ly  now in the lig h t 
o f our determ ined s trugg le  to func tion  le g a lly  as long as pos­
sible.

The P a rty , in  order to prepare its e lf  fo r  th is  blow and others 
ye t to  come, should ge t a word fro m  the Conference, w h ich  is 
contained in the reso lution, about the in te rna l p repa ra tion  o f the 
P a rty . Sonic o f the lead ing people o f the P a rty  are pu t face to  
face w ith  the prospect o f prison te rm s; o ther ac tiv is ts  in  the 
P a rty  ranks m ay be confronted in the fu tu re  w ith  the same pros­
pect. W e have to  ask ourselves, w h a t docs i t  take to enable men 
to  stand up in the face o f tests o f th is  k ind?  Does i t  take 
courage? Courage has m any kinds. Some k inds o f courage, 
o rd in a ry  human courage, are by no means adequate fo r  such 
tests as these.

D u rin g  the last w a r a g re a t num ber o f IW W  men were sent 
to  the pe n ite n tia ry , 150 to  200 o f them. In  the Chicago- case 
alone there  were a hundred. These were the lead ing m ilita n ts  o f 
the  IW W  and m ost o f them  served some years in  prison, tw o -

th re e -fo u r years in  prison. B u t o n ly  a sm all percentage o f those 
IW W  m ilita n ts  continued th e ir  a c t iv ity  fo r  any le ng th  o f tim e  
a fte r  th e ir  release fro m  prison. A  ve ry  sm all percentage. A nd  
th a t was by no means because they were poor m a te ria l. On the 
con tra ry , they were f ir s t  class m a te ria l, ve ry  good and courageous 
people. W h a t the IW W  men in  prison lacked was a theore tica l 
understand ing and h is to rica l ou tlook  th a t could susta in them  u n ­
der the pressure o f the defeats o f the day, look ing  fo rw a rd  to  
the horizon o f the fu tu re . The com plexities o f the w a r overw helm ­
ed m ost o f those who had no th ing  in  the w ay o f equipm ent ex­
cept the a ll-too  sim ple synd ica lis t philosophy.

In  order fo r  one to  w iths tand  persecution over a long period 
o f tim e, he has g o t to  have a theore tica l understanding, an h is­
to r ic a l outlook and a f irm  conviction th a t h is to ry  is w o rk in g  
on his side. He m ust believe he is serv ing  a g re a t cause whose 
v ic to ry  is assured. T h is  convic tion w i l l  susta in  us aga inst a ll 
the blows o f the class enemy in  the years to  come. A nd  th a t is 
w hy we m ust devote special a tten tion  now to  the new cadres o f 
youth who are com ing to  us —  th a t we educate them  in  the 
p rinc ip les o f M a rx ism ; teach them  the h is to ry  and tra d itio n  o f 
Bolshevism ; and help them  to acquire an h is to rica l po in t o f view, 
which is the po in t o f view  o f Bolshevism.

In  general, the P a rty  in  response to the new tests and the 
new tasks m ust o f necessity be draw n t ig h te r  together, become 
more disciplined, demand more o f its  members, and p a rtic u la r­
ly  o f its  leaders. We cannot bu ild  a p a rty  and lead a revo lu tion  
m ere ly  w ith  clever leaders. In  o rder to  be a leader o f the revo­
lu tio n a ry  labo r movem ent, one m ust have Bolshevism  in  his 
blood. The leaders m ust have demanded o f them  th a t they  set 
the exam ple a ll the tim e  before the P a rty . The comrades m ust 
see the leaders a lw ays and everywhere ou t in  fro n t, n o t m ere ly  
m aking  speeches, b u t in  tests and sacrifices. O n ly  such leaders 
can have the a u th o r ity  and w in  the confidence o f the  ra n k  and 
file  o f the P a rty . The p a r ty  m ust have leaders w o rth y  o f tru s t.

E D U C A T IO N  W IL L  S T R E N G T H E N  T H E  P A R T Y
There is a section in the reso lu tion about the \n te rna l p rep­

a ra tion  o f the P a rty . T h is  section should be taken ve ry  serious­
ly  and reported a t leng th  to the branches on the re tu rn  o f the 
delegates. We m ust do more system atic educational w o rk , no t 
on ly fo r  the  rank and file  and now recru its , bu t also fo r  the 
second cadre o f leaders who are com ing up.

W e have even ta lked in  the Com m ittee several tim es la te ly  
about the necessity o f system atic study w o rk  on the p a r t o f our 
fie ld organizers, as p a rt o f th e ir  duties. There should grow  up 
an atmosphere in the P a rty  th a t the P a rty  expects a fie ld o rgan­
ize r to  be an educated M a rx is t;  and th a t system atic s tudy is 
p a rt o f his duties in the fie ld. A  certa in  num ber o f hours o f the 
day he should be assigned by the  N a tion a l Com m ittee to  re tire  
to the lib ra ry  and s tudy the theore tica l w o rks o f M arx ism  and 
re p o rt on the progress o f his studies. He should be paid fo r  th is  
a c t iv ity  by the N a tiona l Com m ittee as p a r t o f his functions as 
organ izer in  the fie ld. We should even tua lly  approxim ate  the 
standard th a t a ll the leaders o f the P a rty , in  the fie ld as w e ll 
as in the center, are in fo rm ed M arx is ts . They w i l l  understand 
th e ir  philosophy, th e ir  doctrine and th e ir  h is to ry , and they  w ill 
communicate th is  respectfu l a tt itu d e  tow ard theo ry  and h is to ry  
to the ran k  and file  o f the P a rty . Thereby the leve l o f the o r­
gan iza tion  w i l l  r ise , and its  a b il i ty  to  w ith s ta nd  the attacks o f 
the class enemy w i l l  be greater.

They had a cam paign o f th is  k ind  once in the Com intern, 
a long about 1924-25. The Com m unist In te rn a tio n a l was swelled 
by  the  a ff ilia t io n  o f pa rties  in  the various countries w h ich  had 
come over fro m  the social democracy, and these pa rties  were in  
d iffe re n t stages' o f p o lit ic a l development. They had fo rm a lly  
adopted the Bolshevik p rogram  b u t they were fa r  fro m  being 
Bolshevik parties. The Com intern worked ou t a p rog ram  under 
a slogan called the “ Bolsheviza tion”  o f the p a rty . The o rig in a l 
aim , as announced, was to- in it ia te  a cohcentrated cam paign o f 
exp lanation and study o f the h is to ry  and p rinc ip les o f Bolshevism 
to  aid in the ass im ila tion  o f these new people in to  the Bolshevik 
cu rren t.

B u t, lik e  every o ther good p ro je c t o f the C om inte rn as i t  
fe l l  more and more in to  the hands o f S ta lin , th is  excellent con­
cept was perverted and carica turized and trans fo rm ed  in to  a 
s trugg le  aga inst the best Bolsheviks in the C om m unist In te rn a ­
tion a l. I t  became a cam paign aga inst T ro tsky ism . B u t the idea 
had an absolute ly  sound kernel. T ro ts k y  m entioned i t  in  his 
famous “ Lessons o f October.”  He said, the re  is a g re a t deal o f 
ta lk  about Bolshevization and i t  is ve ry  t im e ly  too, b u t w h a t is 
Bolshevization? He said, i t  is such an education o f the P a rty  
members and such a selection o f its  lead ing s ta f f  th a t the  P a rty  
doesn’t  leave the  track  when its  op p o rtu n ity  comes. T hat, I  th in k , 
is  an excellent descrip tion  o f the cam paign o f in te rna l s tre n g th ­
ening w h ich we w an t to c a rry  ou t —  to  the end th a t the p a r ty

WE DEFEND THE SOVIET UNION!
A no the r po in t m entioned in the reso lu tion is the defense 

o f the Soviet U n ion, in  re a lity  the  b iggest problem  o f a l l fo r  us 
today. The m ost im p o rta n t question, w h ich  over-shadows by a 
hundred tim es the M innesota tr ia ls , is  the g re a t m il ita ry  s tru g ­
gle ta k in g  place on the te r r ito ry  o f Russia today. F rom  a ll in ­
dications, S ta lin  and his gang are c a rry in g  th e ir  w o rk  to  its  
predestined end. S ta lin  and H it le r  together are dea ling  the  So­
v ie t U n ion w h a t appears now to be its  m ost catastroph ic blow. 
The b it te r  t ru th  can no longer be concealed by  any b lustering . 
The re a lity  is too g la r in g ly  obvious now.

And you can be sure th a t  m ore than one S ta lin is t bureau­
c ra t in t lie  U n ited  States, m ore than one careeris t who has been 
serv ing the S ta lin  machine because i t  had power and prestige 
and money, is a lreudy beg inn ing  to  draw  the conclusions fro m  
the m il i ta r y  defeat o f the Soviet U n ion and look ing  fo r  his own 
personal w a y  out. You w i l l  sec in the ne x t period, i f  the tide  
o f ba ttle  tu rn s  more decisively aga inst the  Soviet U nion, g re a t 
num bers o f these treacherous careerists deserting w h a t they con­
sider the s in k ing  ship and t r y in g  to  f in d  a place fo r  themselves 
openly in  the camp o f Am erican im peria lism . They are ve ry  
happy th a t they are on the Roosevelt band-wagon now, and there 
they w a n t to  stay.

B u t i t  is ju s t such events as a rc  happening now, ju s t such 
a trend, th a t w i l l  break the  hypnosis o f the S ta lin is t ra n k  and 
file . W e musn’t  lose patience w ith  the S ta lin is t w o rker. W e 
m ust rem em ber th a t the  sen tim ent by means o f which they hold 
h im , maneuvered h im  and deceived h im , was his de term ination  
to support the Soviet U n ion, to  see in  the Soviet U n ion  some 
new hope in the w o rld . T ro ts k y  rem arked in  ou r ve ry  la s t ta lk  
w ith  h im  th a t new events w i l l  break th is  hypnosis and m ake 
the rank and file  w orkers  sec c le a rly  w h a t k ind  o f leadership 
they have. These S ta lin is t w orkers —  the honest and sincere but 
deluded w orkers  —  can’t  have any place to- go except to us, o r 
else in to  u t te r  despair and d is illus ionm en t and in a c tiv ity . We 
should in te n s ify  ou r w o rk  among the S ta lin is ts ; t r y  to reach 
them a t a ll costs; f ix  the resp on s ib ility  fo r  the catastrophe o f 
the  Soviet Union where i t  re a lly  belongs —  on the shoulders 
o f S ta lin  and his gang ; and t r y  to  w in  over every possible S ta lin ­
is t  w o rke r to  the m ovem ent o f the F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l.

In  such an ho u r as th is , we see again how abso lu te ly  r ig h t  
were T ro ts k y  and the m a jo r ity  o f our p a r ty  and the In te rn a tio n a l 
in  defending the Soviet Union to the v e ry  end; in estab lish ing 
such a c lear record th a t i f  we have now come to the catastrophe, 
nobody can ju s tly  say th a t one io ta  o f resp on s ib ility  c lings to 
the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l. W e rem ain lo ya l to  the Soviet Un ion 
in  sp ite  o f eve ry th ing, and th a t gives us the  p o lit ic a l and m ora l 
r ig h t  to  approach the d is illus ioned S ta lin is t w orkers.

I t  is  no t so w ith  the pe tty-bourgeo is elements who deserted

m em bership should be so educated, and the lead ing people so 
selected, th a t the P a rty  w i l l  rem a in  f irm  under every tes t which 
m ay con fro n t it .

I t  is  now m y d u ty  —  and, God he lp ing  me, I  a lw ays t r y  to 
do m y d u ty  —  to  speak fo r  a m om ent under the heading, “ The 
Balance Sheet o f the S p lit  w-ith the P e tty  Bourgeois O pposition.”  
T h is  o f course, has no th in g  to  do w ith  the events o f  problems 
o f today. I t  is lik e  ra k in g  up la s t yea r’s leaves. The s p lit  was 
carried  out, as you rem em ber, by them , in  sp ite  o f the  e x tra ­
o rd in a ry  concessions, the unprecedented concessions, made by the 
m a jo r ity  in o rder to p e rm it them  to  rem a in  in the P a rty . We 
made on ly  one demand upon them ; th a t they respect the  decisions 
o f the Convention and obey the d isc ip line  o f the P a rty . T ro tsky  
said they had a pro found social im pulse to  separate themselves 
from  the p ro le ta rian  m a jo rity . F rom  the p o in t o f v iew  o f every 
p o litica l experience th e ir  s p lit  couldn’t  be. ju s t if ie d  anywhere, 
bu t they fe lt  compelled to break a t any cost. W hen, a sho rt tim e  
la te r, Burnham , the leader and in s p ire r o f th a t whole con tem pti­
ble fac tio n , com ple te ly repud iated socia lism  and the  w o rke rs ’ 
movement, we could see how re a lly  pro found th e ir  social im pulse 
to  break fro m  the p ro le ta ria n  m a jo r ity  re a lly  was.

I t  is a crim e to  break the u n ity  o f the re v o lu tio n a ry  p a rty . 
N o t a few  o f the honest comrades who were duped in to  the 
s p lit  by Burnham  and Shachtm an are beg inn ing to  repen t i t  and 
to  re-exam ine the question o f who was responsible fo r  the s p lit. 
They can f in d  on ly  one answer: the leaders o f the  p e tty  bour­
geois fa c tio n  were w h o lly  and com ple te ly  responsible. They say 
they1, were expelled aga inst th e ir  w i l l  by the bureaucra tic  action 
o f the P o lit ic a l Com m ittee. T h a t was a long in  the la t te r  p a r t  o f 
A p r il,  la s t year. Then a few  m onths la te r, you rem em ber, we 
had the  P lenum  and A c tive  W orkers  Conference in  Chicago. The 
tim e  and place o f  the P lenum -Conference was announced in  the 
press and known to  the expelled leaders o f the opposition. I f  
they had been p u t ou t o f the P a rty  on ly because o f bu reaucra tic  
action o f the P o litica l Com m ittee th e ir  ne x t procedure was to 
appeal to the  P lenum , and to  apear before the  P lenum  and the 
Conference in  defense o f th e ir  appeal, w h ich  they  had a r ig h t  
to do under the p a rty  cons titu tion . B u t the y  made no appeal.

W hy? Because they d idn ’t  w an t to  be re insta ted in to  the 
p a rty  o f T ro tsky ism  on any term s.

A f te r  every bu reaucra tica lly  engineered s p lit  I  have seen 
in the past the re  u n fa il in g ly  arose in the  ranks o f the  P a rty  
a c ritic ism  aga inst the leadership fo r  hav ing  expelled p a r ty  mem­
bers u n ju s tly . And, the re a fte r, when the bureaucra tic  leaders 
g o t in to  d ifficu ltie s , and when they would appeal fo r  m oney to  
finance the P a rty , the opposition would say, the P a rty  is in  d i f ­
ficu lties, the P a rty  is broke, because o f the expulsions. There 
is an endless opposition around the heads o f bureaucrats who 
force a s p lit  no t p o lit ic a lly  m otiva ted. T h a t is  a p o lit ic a l law .

B u t we have no t had in ou r ranks, fro m  the tim e  o f the 
s p lit  a yea r and a h a lf ago up t i l l  today, a s ing le  branch o r in ­
d iv idua l who raised a reproach aga ins t the  leadership fo r  the 
expulsion o f the p e tty  bourgeois opposition. One hundred o r so 
comrades a t la s t yea r’s Conference voted unan im ously to  con­
firm  the expulsion and make an end o f it .  You have here ap­
p ro x im a te ly  150 delegates th is  year. I  don’t  th in k  a sing le  one 
present wants to  reopen the question.

T H E  K IN D  O F U N IT Y  W E W A N T
I t  was a soc ia lly  m otiva ted  s p lit  on both sides. I t  was a 

s p lit  o f the p e tty  bourgeois elements fro m  the p ro le ta ria n . We 
d idn ’t  fo rce  the s p lit, bu t we gained by it .  O ur P a rty , fro m  
the ve ry  f i r s t  day, w en t fo rw a rd  a f te r  th a t  sp lit. O ur ac tiv ities , 
our press, our organ iza tion , o u r finances, ou r m ora le  and our 
general d igestion is a lo t  b e tte r ever since the p e tty  bourgeois 
opposition w alked ou t on us. In  the l ig h t  o f the experiences o f 
the past yea r and one h a lf, one m ust say th a t o f a l l o f  the 
sp lits  in  the h is to ry  o f our in te rn a tio n a l movem ent —  and there  
have been m any o f them , good, bad and in d iffe re n t —  the best 
s p lit  th a t ever came down the p ike was the s p lit  between the 
pro le ta rian  m a jo r ity  and the  p e tty  bourgeois opposition. There 
cannot be any semblance o f conc ilia tion  tow a rd  them.

T h is  does n o t mean we are no t go ing  to  have some o f the 
ran k  and file  comrades back. Just as I ,  stand here ta lk in g  to 
you I  received w ord  fro m  the W est Coast th a t a g roup  o f ele­
ven, the backbone o f th e ir  second la rge s t branch, the Los Angeles 
branch, is w a it in g  now fo r  th e ir  convention, wh ich is supposed 
to  be in progress a t the same tim e  as our Conference, to  re jec t 
th e ir  reso lu tion fo r  the defense o f the Soviet U n ion  in  o rder 
to come over in a body to jo in  our Los Angelos branch on the basis 
o f o u r program . N a tu ra lly , they w i l l  be welcomed back in to  out­
ranks. T h a t is the k ind  o f u n ity  we can en te rta in  w ith  m em ­
bers o f the so-called W orkers  P a rty . T h a t is the o n ly  k in d  o f 
u n ity  we can have the s lig h te s t in te res t in.

our ranks on account o f the Russian question. W’h a t pos ition  are 
they in  to approach a sincere S ta lin is t w o rke r who in  h is  he a rt 
believed, and believed w ith  jus tice , th a t the Soviet U n ion  was 
a g re a t fo rtre ss  o f the p ro le ta r ia t?  W hy, these wretched people 
addressed a le a fle t to  the S ta lin is ts  a  couple o f m onths ago in  
connection w ith  the  w a r tu rn  and they  d idn ’t  even m ention  then- 
position on the Soviet U n ion. They fe l t  so embax-rassed and so- 
helpless th a t the y  le f t  ou t a ll m ention o f th e ir  a tt itu d e  tow ard  
the S oviet-N azi w ar.

W e, on the o the r hand, can m ore and m ore aggressive ly, 
m ore and more con fiden tly , approach the ra n k  and f i le  S ta lin is t 
w o rkers  who have believed in the Soviet U n ion and show them  
where the resp on s ib ility  fo r  the catastrophe belongs and lead 
them, o r a t least some o f them , onto the  pa th  o f the in te rn a ­
tiona l revo lu tion  under ou r banner.

In  the next period the  shooting w a r m ay begin. E v e ry  day 
wre ge t closer to it .  E ve ry  day the effectiveness o f a g ita tio n  s im ­
p ly  aga inst w a r becomes dim inished by the fa c t th a t m ore and 
m ore we are in  the w a r. A f te r  the w a r s ta rts  fo rm a lly , a mere 
opposition is no t a px-actical basis o f ag ita tio n . Then the  p ro le ­
ta r ia n  m il i ta r y  po licy, adopted a year ago a t ou r conference, 
comes to  the f ro n t as the best p ra c tic a l means o f a g ita tio n  in  
a s itua tion  when the cou n try  is fo rm a lly  p a rtic ip a tin g  in  a w ar. 
The demand fo r  governm ent-financed m il ita ry  t ra in in g  under 
trade union auspices, and fo r  schools to  tra in  w-orker-officers, 
can be pu t fo rw a rd  w ith  fu l l  confidence. As the experiences o f 
the w'ar develop and un fo ld , these slogans w i l l  ge t a udder echo- 
and become ever more popular. The in fluence and the  prestige  
o f our p a r ty  w i l l  g ro w  w ith  them.

C O N FID E N C E  IN  T H E  PA R TY
I have given you, comrades, ju s t an ou tline , a synopsis, of 

w h a t the N a tiona l Com m ittee considers to be ou r m ost im m e­
d iate problem s and the concrete tasks w h ich  m ust be accom­
plished by the p a r ty  members in  the next period. I  hope the 
suggestions we have made w i l l  m eet w ith  you r approval. I f  any­
one has a con tribu tion  to  make —  an amendment, o r a new p ro ­
posal —  I  am sure th a t d u rin g  the course o f the discussion there 
w-ill be am ple op p o rtu n ity  to  b r in g  y o u r ideas to  the a tte n tio n  o f 
the conference.

I  w a n t to close w ith  the confident assertion th a t we sha ll go 
ou t o f th is  h is to ric  conference f irm ly  un ited  on a ll im p o rta n t ques­
tions. sure o f our fu tu re , and determ ined to answer the persecu­
tion  o f ou r enemies w ith  be tte r w ork , g re a te r sacrifices, firm e r 
d iscip line, deeper pene tra tion  in to  the trade  unions. W e have 
one common w i l l :  E v e ry th in g  fo r  the p a r ty ! A l l  our w o rk  under 
the d irec tion  o f the p a r ty ! E ve ry  confidence th a t w ith  th is  p a r ty  
and th rou gh  th is  p a r ty  we sha ll lead the A m erican masses in  
due tim e  to th e ir  l ib e ra tin g  revo lu tio n !

' Our Party's Answer To The Prosecution' The
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m l  '‘LABOR WITH A WHITE SKIN 
I  I m  CANNOT EMANCIPATE ITSELF 
I  1 1 L  WHERE LABOR WITH A BLACK 

SKIN IS BRANDED” — KARL 
MARX.

Negro Struggle
By A L B E R T  P A R K E R

Negroes and the Unions
One o f the g re a t achievements o f the CIO, 

am ong many others, was th a t i t  opened its  doors 
w ide to N egro w orkers, and especially the g rea t 
bu lk  o f them  in the mass industries. Th is re s u lt­
ed no t on ly  in a more e ffec tive  organ iza tion  o f 
the basic industries, bu t i t  also d id  much to 
bu ild  up a fee ling  o f s o lid a r ity  among the w h ite  
and N egro w orkers  and to  g re a tly  increase the 
pro-un ion sen tim ent am ong the Negro people 
genera lly .

Since the organ iza tion  o f the  CIO, the  Negro 
w o rkers  have been in teg ra ted  in to  hundreds o f 
local unions. They have attended th e ir  m eetings 
in  “ peace tim e ”  as w e ll as done th e ir  f u l l  share 
on the p icke t lines in  tim e  o f s tr ike . They have 
been elected as office rs and shop stewards and 
com m itteem en and responsible leaders in  m any 
shops, even where the N egro  w orkers  fo rm  on ly  
a sm all p a r t o f the  m embership. M ore and more 
Negroes have been selected as na tiona l o rgan iz ­
ers and representatives o f th e ir  un ion and sent 
in  to  organize new fields. On the whole, the 
N egro w orkers in  the C IO  fee l th a t  i t  is  th e ir  
home, and they belong in  it .

B u t i t  would n o t be p a in tin g  a tru e  p ic tu re  
to le t  i t  go a t th a t and say th a t complete and 
fu l l  equa lity  fo r  the N egro people exists in a ll 
the  shops th a t have been' unionized, even by the 
CIO.

B y th is  I  do n o t mean to  say th a t i t  is  the 
po licy  o f the CIO  o r its  a ff ilia te d  unions to prac­
tice  d isc rim in a tio n  o r segregation aga inst its  N e­
g ro  members. F a r fro m  it .  I f  in  iso lated in s t­
ances in  the CIO such J im  C row  practices are 
discovered, they are the exception to the ru le , 
and should bo reported and exposed and fo u g h t 
against, and undoubtedly the CIO na tiona l o ffice 
Would aid in such a f ig h t.

B u t w h ile  there arc  no, o r p ra c tica lly  no 
cases o f such open d isc rim in a tio n  in  the CIO, 
th a t does no t mean th a t the re  are no special 
problems fo r  the N egro  members in  many 
s itua tions. F o r even i f  the C IO  does n o t d is ­
c rim ina te , the em ployers and th e ir  managers 
s t i l l  consider the N egro  w orkers as “ in fe r io r ”  
and do not hesitate to  go ou t o f th e ir  way 
in  g iv in g  Negroes the d ir t ie s t and low est paid 
jobs and in p reven ting  them from  advancing 
to  be tte r and sk illed  positions.

A nd  o ften  the lo.cal leaders o f the unions ju s t 
do no t see the problem  o r its  im portance. They 
m ay  mean w e ll and m ig h t be the f irs t  to  p ro ­
te s t and propose action to correct th is  s itua tion
—  bu t meanwhile, they are so concerned about 
o th e r problems, they  are so busy th a t they ju s t 
don’t  see th is  im p o rta n t problem .

Thus, as m any N egro  w o rkers  who have ob­
served th is  w i l l  understand, a lthough the CIO 
does no t p ractice J im  Crow ism , the i’e are special 
J im  Ci'ow problem s w hich e x is t which the CIO 
is no t in a ll cases ta k in g  the necessary steps to 
w ipe out.

W hat is to be done in th is  s itua tion ?  I t  is 
serious, fo r  as long as i t  exists, m any N egro 
w orkers  w i l l  continue to fee l th a t th e ir  w h ite  
bro thers are on ly  pay ing  lip -serv ice  to  the idea 
o f equa lity  fo r  the N egro  w orkers, and in the 
end the em ployers m ay be able to  tu rn  them  
aga inst the unions.

The Answer fro the Problem
The answer is th a t the N egro w orkers  in  the 

unions —  A F L  as w e ll as C IO  —  m ust ge t to ­
ge ther as an organized force w ith in  the unions 
to b r in g  these problem s before the o ther w orkers 
and propose steps to  correct them . They m ust o r­
ganize N egro Labor Councils, o r any o ther name 
you w a n t to g ive it ,  w h ich w i l l  concern them ­
selves w ith  the so lu tion o f the special problems 
fa c in g  Negro w orkers.

Does th is  mean separate un ions? N o! Does 
th is  mean separate Negro locals? N o ! Does 
th is  mean a body set up to f ig h t  aga inst the reg ­
u la r ly  constitu ted locals in  the various shop's? 
No!

I t  s im p ly  means th a t the N egro  w orkers 
w i l l  get together in  th e ir  unions and in  th e ir  
c ities to  discuss how to  best p ro tec t the  in te r ­
ests o f the N egro  workers in  the unions, how 
to  b r in g  unorganized Negroes in to  the  unions, 
how to  develop a m ore favorab le  a ttitu d e  
tow ard the unions among the non-unionized 
Negroes, and a ll o ther measures w h ich w ill 
help, to  bu ild the unions. They w i l l  n o t fun c ­
tio n  separate ly fro m  the unions, b u t as a 
m a tte r o f fa c t w il l t r y  to  ge t the unions to  
endorse th e ir  w o rk  and assist them  in  it .

W on’t  such a step antagonize m any w h ite  w o rk ­
ers? N o t a t a ll. A s a m a tte r o f fa c t, the w h ite  
w orkers  w i l l  respect the Negroes a ll the  more 
When they see th a t  they are determ ined to  bu ild  
the unions and pro tect th e ir  own in te rests a t the 
same tim e.

Is  th is  a new idea ? There is no th in g  new about 
it .  F o r m any years such a body o f Jew ish w o rk ­
ers in  New Y o rk  did a ve ry  good jo b  in  he lp ing 
to  organize Jew ish-speaking W orkers in to  the 
unions. There have been various such groups in  
the h is to ry  o f the A m erican labo r movement. 
M any prom inent Negroes have fo r  a long tim e  
been advocating the fo rm a tio n  o f such Councils
—  n o t to f ig h t  unionism , b u t to help it ;

A t  the present tim e such bodies a lready ex is t 
in  various pa rts  o f the coun try . Jus t recen tly  
the re  was organized a M id -W est Negro Labor 
Council in  Chicago, w ith  representation fro m  CIO 
and A F L  unions. (N e x t week w e ’l l  te ll more 
about i t ) .  In  m any d iffe re n t local unions such 
bodies a lready ex is t and have done some good 
w ork.

W h a t is necessary now is to  spread and extend 
the fo rm a tio n  o f such Councils everywhere. N e­
g ro  delegates to  the CIO  convention in  D e tro it 
th is  week should discuss the m a tte r and b rin g  
i t  before the convention fo r  its  approval. Such 
approva l would be a rea l im petus to  fo rm a tio n  
o f  these Councils.

CIO Convention Meets As F.D.R. 
Begins New Drive Against Unions

( Continued from  page 1) 
th e ir  e lem entary needs, have re ­
fused to be curbed.

Despite the employer-govern­
m ent an ti-labor offensive, the CIO 
has solid ified its e lf on every fron t 
in  the last period, penetra ting 
deeply in to  every key indus try  
expanding under the im petus of 
the w ar “ boom.”

Opposing A d m in is tra tio n  a t­
tem pts to steer th e ir  demands 
in to  the bog o f compulsory a rb i­
tra tion , the mass production w o rk ­
ers, in  defense of th e ir  liv in g  
standards have taken to the 
p icke t lines. By th e ir  s tr ik e  v ic ­
to ries they have entrenched the 
CIO in  tlie  basic w ar industries.

The B e th l’m Steel s tr ik e  smashed 
through the open shop defenses of 
L it t le  Steel, leading to a succes­
sion o f CIO v ic to ries  throughout 
the en tire  steel in d u s try  w h ich 
brought widespread wage in ­
creases.

The greatest c itadel o f an ti- 
un ion te rro r, the Ford M otor 
Company, was cracked wide open 
by a s tr ik e  Which won a closed 
shop contract fo r  the ÜAW .

The Ford, Bethlehem and other 
m a jo r CIO s trikes of the past 
year were the resu lt d ire c tly  of 
the in it ia t iv e  and m ilita n c y  of 
the workers, who often acted 
against the w il l  o f the union 
leaders.

Once* a UAW  drive  was begun 
in  the  m ushroom ing a irc ra ft in ­
dustry, the young workers in  th is  
field poured in to  the union. The 
v ic to rious Vultee s tr ik e  inspired 
a wave o f m ilita n c y  among the 
a irc ra ft workers. The N orth  
Am erican Strike, in  spite of Roos­
eve lt’s S trikebreaking use of 
troops, fu r th e r helped to estab­
lis h  the UAW  in  a irc ra ft. The 
U A W  organ iz ing campaigns now 
in  progress in  m ajor East and 
W est Coast plants already have 
brought, new tens o f thousands of 
a irc ra ft w orkers in to  the CIO.

C IO  LE A D E R S  U N D E R  
P RESS URE FRO M  R A N K S

The series of m iners ’ s tr ik e  v ic ­
tories, the consolidation of the 
CIO in  t lie  a lum inum , electrical 
appliance, sh ipbu ild ing , o il and 
auto indus tries  a ttes t lo the i r ­
répressible m ilita n c y  of the CIO 
ranks, and underline  the fact, that 
the CIO has won its  most g low ing 
successes in  the past year.

Most o f the delegates to the 
com ing CIO convention represent 
the top leadership o f in te rna ­
tion a l unions. Most Of these lead­
ers a lready have expressed sup­
po rt in  one form  or another, of 
Roosevelt’s w a r drive.

Nevertheless, the m ilita n t mass 
production Workers in  the CIO. 
who have no t surrendered th e ir 
r igh ts  by any means, who s t i l l  
s tr ik e  fo r th e ir  needs and w in 
when they s trike , w il l exert a

pow erfu l in fluence in  every ses­
sion and every com m ittee meet­
ing of the CIO convention.

There are add itiona l reasons 
w hy many CIO leaders have hesi­
tated to s tif le  ihe m ilita n cy  of 
the membership in  the past year.

F irs t, in  order to preserve its 
base, the leadership has to de­
fend the existence o f the unions. 
T ha t is why even the most con­
servative union leaders w an t the 
closed shop, which they view  as 
a -guarantee of the continued ex­
istence of the unions — and t b e ( 
dues payments w h ich  sustain the 
bureaucracy.

Secondly, the CIO is based on 
t lie  mass production workers, who 
are increasing ly  concentrated in 
w ar production industries. The 
CIO is compelled to organize these 
w ar production fields to re ta in  its 
hold in  the basic industries. Tims, 
the CIO leaders have beea forced 
in to  one clash a fte r another w ith  
the an ti-labor pro-war govern­
ment.

These considerations, p lus Use 
pressure o f the m il ita n t  ran k  and 
file, serve to create r i f ts  between 
the CIO leaders and Roosevelt 
despite th e ir  po litica l surrender 
on the  w ar question.

C O N T R A D IC T IO N  ALS O  
A F F E C T S  A F L  H E A D S

T h is  con trad ic tion  also affects 
the leadership of the A F L , a l­
though not So s trong ly . ‘ W illia m  
Green’s repeated “ no s tr ik e ”  ad­
m on itions and the fo rm a l A F L  "ho 
s tr ik e ”  po licy have fa iled to h a ll 
a succession of A F L  strikes. An 
example o f th is  is the present 
b u ild in g  trade's s tr ik e  on Navy | 
pro jects in  San Diego. W hether 
th e ir  Strikes are sanctioned by 
the top A F L  bureaucracy or not, 
thousands o f A F L  m achin ists, 
naval ya rd  craftsm en and bu ild  
Ing  trades men w o rk in g  on gov­
ernm ent w ar construction are 
going on s tr ike . Even a bureau­
c ra t lik e  Tobin of the A F L  Team­
sters, is forced, as in  the D etro it 
R a ilw ay  Express s trike , to move 
cau tiously  against the s tr ike rs  
The entrenched A F L  bureaucrats 
s t i l l  fear fo r  th e ir  positions.

I t  is  easy to understand, there­
fore, w hy Roosevelt -is  becoming.-. 
less assured o f the a b ility  of ih e ' 
labor bureaucracy to tame A m eri­
can labor and resorts increasing ly 
to d irec t governm enta l repres­
sions.

In  the long run , a powerfu l, 
forw ard-m oving labor movement 
is incom patib le w ith  the to ta li­
ta ria n  economy Roosevelt requires 
fo r  his im p e ria lis t war. RooSevcit 
m ust resort more and more to 
the m ailed fis t against labor.

The CIO convention meets in 
th is  atmosphere of c o n flic tin g  in ­
terests, th a t o f t lie  needs of the 
unions versus the demands o f the 
boss w a r program . In  one term  
or another, a ll the issues at the

convention w i l l  re fle c t th is  con­
tra d ic to ry  s itua tion .

C O N T E N D IN G  F A C T IO N S  
A T  C IO  C O N V E N T IO N

Superfic ia lly , however, the ion- 
ven lion  debates lhay Up'ptàr to be 
centered around thè in a ili in te r­
ests o f two cont A id ing ' L im lo iiS — 
th a t is, a battle to r posts and 
organ izationa l dom ination of the 
CIO.

The H illm a n  group r ip re s o m i 
th a t section of *he CIO leader­
ship Which is ready to surrender 

1 the in terests of labor to Serve the 
Moi-gan-duPont-Rockefeller in te r­
ests in  the w ar. These Quislings 
w ant to iinpose on the CIO w o rk ­
ers I i i l lm a h ’S recent d ictum , th a t 
“ the r ig h t to s tr ik e  should iw 
held in  abeyance.”

Opposing the H illm a n  faction ir 
the Lew is group, which up to now 
has m ainta ined a m ore indepen­
dent position toward the govern­
ment and desires to increase the 
power o f t lie  CIO w ith  the per­
spective of tra d in g  w i 'i i  Roos­
eve lt on its  own terms.

In  add ition  to these two main 
groups, there are the S ta lin ists, 
who s t i l l  represent a considerable 
force in  the CIO. The S talin ists, 
as the most frenzied war-mongers, 
have catapulted from  the Lewis 
group to the H illm a n  group. Then- 
m ain aim s at the convention w ill 
be to ga in the adoption of a pol­
ic y  o f support fo r im m ediate 
U n ited States en try  in to  the war 
and to trade th e ir  votes to the 
H illm a n ite s  in  re tu rn  fo r the 
preservation o f th e ir  present posts 
and influence.

A  S ta lin is t-H illm a n ite  com bina­
tio n  W ill g rea tly  outweigh the 
Lew is forces. Such a com bination 
w il l  guarantee th a t the chnvpn- 
tio n  w i l l  go on record in  support 
o f Roosevelt’s w a r plans.
L E W IS ’ P O S IT IO N  
ON T H E  W A R  IS S U E

I t  is more than lik e ly  that 
Lew is w i l l  avoid a head-on clash 
w ith  the S ta lin is t-H illm a n ite  
bloc on the war issue. Lew is has 
no fundam ental differences w ith  
the more open supporters of the 
w ar on the question of “ na tional 
defense.”  He W ill most lik e ly  sup 
p o r t  a reso lu tion of cornute to- sup­
po rt to the “ defense”  pros rain, 
aid to B rita in , etc. T a is  is ¡Mili­
ta ted by the fac t tha t Lc>vU li-j.: 
tenants in recent Weeks neve 
m a d e  ba rnstorm ing speeches 
whooping i t  up fo r “ na tiona l de­
fense,”  a ttem p tifig  to outdo the 
H illm a n ite s  in  the expression of 
th e ir  pa trio tism . I f  Lew is opens 
an attack on H illm a n , i t  w il l oe, 
in  a ll like lihood, on pure ly  un ion 
issues.

The sing le  fac to r opera ting à- 
ga inst any solid bloc of the S ta l­
in is ts  and H illm a n ite s  is the fear 
o f a sector of the H illm a n  group 
tha t the S ta lin is ts  may outma- 
neuver them w ith in  the bloc and i

force them  out of a position of 
dominance. As a resu lt of th is, a 
certa in  overlapping o f the H i l l ­
man and Lew is factional lines is 
possible on organ izationa l ques­
tions, provided Lewis goes along 
on the war issue.

B lit  through a il these deals and 
blocs, the basic issues w ill in trude  
themselves on the delegates. They 
w i l l  feel the pressure of tlie  
ranks.

None w il l  dare oppose the con­
tin u a tio n  of the slogan, “ Organ­
ize the Unorganized,”  although, 
i f  carried  out, th is  W ill mean in ­
evitable clashes w ith  the govern­
ment.

O TH E R  ISS U E S  BEFO R E 
C O N V E N T IO N

T lie  opposition of t lie  ranks to 
the flood o f an ti-labor legis lation 
w i l l  find  expression at the con­
vention, and the same union lead­
ers who give po litica l support to 
Roosevelt, w i l l  have to express 
opposition to h is proposed laws 
to ham string  labor.

The convention w i l l  be forced 
to speak out against the sharp 

■rise in  the cost of liv in g , p r io r­
ities  unemployment and the other 
acute economic problems which 
have arisen in  consequence o f the 
war.

The attem pts o f the Roosevelt 
adm in is tra tion , ac ting  through 
H illm a n , to force CIO un ity  w ith  
the A F L  a t the cost of the p r in ­
ciple o f in d u s tr ia l un ionism  w ill 
undoubtedly be an issue at the 
convention.

A  parade o f N LR B  polls • in 
w h ich the CIO has been v ic to r i­
ous proves th a t the w orkers want 
in d u s tr ia l unionism .

A t the last CIO convention, ClCj 
President P h ilip  M urra y  de­
nounced attem pts at a “ shotgun 
u n ity .”  A t  t il ls  convention, the 
mandate o f the ra n k  and file is 
even more clear: “ No shotgun 
u n ity ! ”

Rank and file  pressure forced 
the last CIO convention to adopt 
a reso lu tion fo r “ a program  to 
assure an independent po litica l 
role fo r  labor.”  B u t ne ither the 
le tte r nor the s p ir it  of th is  reso­
lu tio n  haSibeen carried  out. W ith  
a ll boss parties united on a s tr ik e ­
breaking po licy, the unions, to de­
fend th e ir  own existence, m ust 
help in it ia te  and bu ild  an inde­
pendent labor party.

The CIO leadership at th is  con­
vention is faced w ith  the neces­
s ity  o f adopting f l ig h t in g  program  
tha t w i l l  protect and advance the 
CIO in  th is  c ruc ia l hour of its  
h is to ry . Should the decisions in  
D e tro it w iden the gap between 
the needs of the workers and the 
program  o f the present leaders, 
the A m erican w o rk ing  class, in 
t lie  com ing class struggles, w il l 
fo rge a leadership able to  lead 

i its  figh t.

Same Disastrous Policy To Bo Followed-Stalin
(Continued from  page 1J

perhaps, H it le r ite  Germany m ust 
burst of its  own w eight of crim es.”  

He asserts th a t H it le r ’s con­
quest o f Europe has by no means 
destroyed t lie  resistance and op­
position of the European masses 
to H itle r is m , and declares that, 
the “ neW order”  is “ a volcano 
ready to e rup t à t any moment 
and bu ry  the Germany im p e ria l­
is tic  house o f cards,”  and that the 
rear Of H it le r ’s arm y in  Germany 
its e lf is  ready to tu rn  against him .

Thus is indicated the po licy 
which can make Up fo r the sho rt­
comings in  Soviet production, and 
destroy the fascist regime in  spite 
o f its  advantages in  m achinery 
and m il ita ry  expérience:

W hat is required fo r th is  is a 
revo lu tiona ry  appeal to the Ger­
man and the European w o rk ing  
class to rise  up against fascism; 
the assurance th a t they w il l  not 
be alone o r isolated in  th is  
struggle, but th a t they W ill be 
jo ined and supported by a ll tlie  
resources of t lie  Red A rm y  and 
the Soviet Union. W h a t- is  neces­
sary is a revo lu tiona ry  appeal 
thá t w i l l  d is in tegrate H it le r ’s 
rear, th a t W ill move the German 
masses in to  action against the 
system tha t oppresses them.

S T A L IN  T A K E S  NO STEP 
B u t S ta lin  does n o t breathe 

even the suggestion o f a revo lu ­
tio n a ry  appeal to  the German 
workers. I f  H it le r ’s reg im e is to 
be toppled from  behind, i f  H i t ­
le r’s doom is “ inev itab le ” , in  a 
feW m onths o r a h a lf year o r a 
year, S ta lin  proposes to  w a it fo r  
h is to ry  to  accomplish it .  Mean­
while , though thé danger to  the 
U S S ft increases, he h iit is e lf re ­
fusés to  take  a s ing lé  step to

move the German w orkers in to  
revo lu tiona ry  action.

F o r S ta lin  has placed his hopes 
in  the hands o f the “ dem ocratic”  
im peria lis ts . F o r fear o f a liena t­
in g  them, he w il l  no t even sug­
gest, le t alone t r y  to aid, a w o rk ­
ers’ revo lu tion  in  Germany.

Indeed, fa r  from  doing anyth ing  
to arouse the German Workers in  
th is  Way, S ta lin ’s policies on ly 
d rive  the  German masses s t i l l  
closer to H itle r , and help to des­
tro y  every po ss ib ility  of convinc­
in g  them  they m ust hot aid H it ­
le r in  the destruction of the w o rk ­
ers state.

F o r S ta lin  com pletely identifies 
the w ar o f the USSR w ith  the 
im p e ria lis t w a r of Great B rita in , 
and cla im s th a t England, the 
United States and the USSR are 
In  a "s ing le  camp,”  th a t “ the So­
v ie t Union' and its  a llies  are wag­
in g  a w ar o f libe ra tion  —  a jus t 
w a r calculated fo r the libe ra tion  
o f the enslaved peoples of Eu­
rope and the USSR”  and tha t 
arm ies o f the USSR, Great B r i­
ta in  and the other a llies as a r­
mies o f libe ra tion .”

H it le r  and Goebbels secure the 
support o r a t least the non-oppo­
s it io n  o f the  German masses by 
w a rn ing  them  tha t a lthough they 
have known su ffe ring  in  the war, 
they w ill,  i f  Germany loses the 
war, face even greater su ffe rin g  in 
the fo rm  o f a newr Versailles 
T rea ty  to crush Germany and 
make its  people pay fo r the costs 
6 f the war. The only w ay to de­
p rive  H it le r  o f- th is  bludgeon held 
over the German masses is by 
show ing them that, they can es­
cape th is  te rrib le  prospect even 
i f  H it le r  loses the  War.

B u t S ta lin , by declaring tha t

im p e ria lis t B r ita in  wages a ju s t 
war, and by declaring th a t the 
Soviet Un ion is in  one camp w ith  
B r ita in , and by re fusing to prom ­
ise to figh t against a new V er­
sailles succeeds on ly  in  d r iv in g  
the German masses s t i l l  closer 
to H it le r— thus a lien a tin g  them  
fu r th e r  fro m  the w orkers  State:

S ta lin  spoke on the anniversary 
o f thè Russian ReVòlution. B u t 
he was carefu l to avoid a ll re fe r­
ences to the true m eaning and 
tra d it io n  of tha t revo lu tion , Which 
hè has tram pled on and betrayed.

T ry in g  to show tha t a ll was not 
los t in  sp ite  of t lie  defeats suf­
fered In  th is  w ar under h is lead­
ership, S ta lin  turned back fo r a 
m om ent to the days of the c iv i l  
War- and the in te rven tion  in  1918- 
20 When the yo iing Workers state 
was almost overthrown.
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"A t  th a t tim e  alm ost three- 
fou rths of our coun try  was in the 
hands o f fo re ign in te rven tion is ts  
. . . W e had no allies, no Red 
A rm y  —  we had on ly ju s t begun 
to create i t  —  we experienced a 
shortage o f bread, a shortage of 
arms, a shortage of c lo th ing. A t 
th a t tim e  14 states were pressing 
against ou r country, but we did 
no t despair . . . ”  In  spite of its  
m ate ria l disadvantages, the Soviet 
U n ion was saved. And today, ac­
cord ing to S ta lin , t lie  Soviet Un­
ion is in  a much stronger posi­
tion , so: “ Is i t  possible then to 
doubt th a t We can and m ust gain 
v ic to ry  over the invaders?

B u t S ta lin  dared no t te ll the 
tru th  about the C iv il W a r days. 
He dared not. te ll th a t the B o l­
sheviks, under Lenin and T ro tsky , 
never fo r  a m om ent placed re l i­
ance on the im p e ria lis ts , even 
when m om entarily  they were a l­
lied to  them, th a t a t a ll tim es 
they turned to  the w o rk in g  class 
o f the world , and p a rtic u la r ly  the 
w orkers in  the arm ies and the 
countries o f the enemy, and c a ll­
ed on them  to  save the w orkers 
state.

He does not dare adm it tha t 
w hat saved the Soviet Union was 
th is  po licy  of revo lu tiona ry  war. 
wh ich neutra lized the mechanical 
and num erica l sup e rio rity  o f its  
enemies’ forces by se tting  the 
w orker —  and peasant-soldiers 
in to  action against t i ie ir  own im ­
p e ria lis t ru lers.

I t  is  no t too late to save the 
Soviet Union, as the experiences 
o f the C iv il W ar days showed. 
B u t i t  can be saved on ly  by the 
po licy  o f revo lu tiona ry  w a r which. 
S ta lin ism  fears and refuses to 
adopt.

HOW STALIN WILL RETURN AID 
GIVEN HIM BY ‘DEMOCRACIES’
He Serves Nofricc He W ill Nofr Adopt Revolutionary
Policy/ dem ocrats' Expect

By JA C K
W orkers w ill look in  vain in  the two 

speeches delivered by S ta lin  on tlie  an­
n iversary o f t lie  Russian Revolu tion fo r 
an answer to ihe bu rn ing  question, 
"H ow  lo save tlie  Soviet Union?”  H is  
speeches were not intended to answer 
tha t question, but ra the r lo exp la in  away 
the defeats, to ju s t ify  h is c r im in a l course 
in  the past — and to a llay the fears of 
Hie “ dem ocratic”  im peria lis ts  tha t t lie  
USSR may tu rn  to a revo lu tiona ry  pol­
icy to b ring  about the defeat o f H ille r .

H is  speeches therefore are couched not 
in  t lie  term s and s p ir it  of the Russian 
R evolution wh ich created the Soviet U n­
ion, but along the lines most acceptable 
to tlie  “ dem ocratic”  im peria lis ts .

N A T IO N A L  AP P R O A C H
On w hat basis, fo r example,' does lie 

appeal to the  masses o f the USSR and 
the w orld  w o rk ing  class to resist the 
H itle r ite  invasion? On the basis tha t 
(hoy m ust'defend th e ir  “ fa th e rla n d !”  T lie  
w a r of the Soviet Union is to be taken 
com pletely on a na tiona l plane.

I t  is in  th is  s p ir it  th a t the Red A rm y 
soldiers are asked to emulate figures of 
the fa r d is tan t past Who helped Russia 
become a na tiona l stale i i i  the period of 
its  rise under the Czars. T lie  m eaning­
less and pe rfuncto ry  reference to Lenin- 
serves on ly  to h ig h lig h t t lie  completely 
reactionary s p ir it  of a speech which in 
th is  epoch calls on the workers to pay 
th e ir  respects to Nevsky, Suvoro ff and 
K u tuzo ff. These figures are u tte r ly  
meaningless in  our tim e. T h e ir m ention 
a t the same tim e as the w ar of in te r ­
vention o f 1918 serves to place the la tte r 
back in  remote h is to ry  ra th e r than to 
give liv in g  m eaning to the revo lu tiona ry  
struggle.

S ta lin  uses the speech to continue liis  
game of re w r it in g  h is to ry  to su it each 
new occasion, eaeli*new veer of policy. 
S ta lin  is no th ing i f  not to ta lita r ia n , even, 
in  his “ logic.”  Since i t  is a ll a m atter 
of the r ig h ts  o f nations, the same c r i­
te rion  m ust be used in a ll cases, past 
as well as present. H it le r , i t  now seems, 
perform ed at one period a t ru ly  prog­
ressive task!

"W h ile  the H itle r ite s  were engaged in  
ga thering  together the Germany w h ich  had 
been carved up by the Versa illes T reaty, 
they could enjoy the support of the Ger­
man people, who were Insp ired by the 
ideal of the restora tion  of Germany.”

W hat does i t  m atte r tha t H it le r  in ­
flic ted  tlie  most f r ig h tfu l defeat on the 
German w o rk ing  class and set back tlie  
p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion  fo r a decade and 
more, tha t bis counter-revo lu tion led in ­
evitab ly, as predicted by Leon T ro tsky, 
to th is  present invasion by the super- 
W ran gel ?

W H E N  H IT L E R  “ W E N T  W RO NG ”
Reading th is  speech one would th in k  

tha t there was no necessary re la tion  be­
tween the in te rna l conquest of Germany 
hy cap ita lis t reaction and its  follow-up 
in  the present im p e ria lis t w a r of plunder. 
On the con tra ry, i t  seems tha t H it le r  
ju s t w ent w rong a t a certa in  stage, fo r 
S ta lin  te lls  us: “ A fte r th is  problem had 
been solved ( ! )  and the H itle r ite s  set 
ou t on th e ir  paths of im peria lism , on 
the paths which led to the seizure of 
fore ign lands and the conquests o f other 
peoples, and transform ed those peoples 
and the peoples o f Europe and the peo­
ples o f the USSR in to  the sworn enemies 
of present-day Germany, a profound 
change o f a ttitud e  occurred among the 
German people. They are against a con­
tin u a tio n  of w a r.”

There is good reason fo r S ta lin ’s mode 
of presenting h is to ry . The reason is the 
new po litica l line  o f S ta lin . H is  speech 
is in  re a lity  t lie  f irs t down-payment fo r  
the aid he hopes lo  get from  the “ de­
m ocra tic”  allies. He wants to show them 
tha t he w i l l  scrupulously re fra in  from  
"in te rfe rence”  in  any o ther country. He 
wishes to prove tha t lie w i l l  not appeal 
in  any way whatsoever to class strugg le 
ideas, th a t he w i l l  make no revo lu tion ­
a ry  appeal to the European w o rk in g  
class.

S T A L IN  F IN D S  D IS T IN C T IO N S
S ta lin  also te lls  o ff the Nazi upstarts 

who w ant to encroach on his theory of 
na tiona l socialism , socialism  in  one 
country. Ho in fo rm s the world, cost 
w lia t i t  m ay: “ I t  is  known th a t the 
H itle r ite s  tram ple on the Reich w o rk ­
ers.”  No, t r u ly  they are not. socialists, 
those bandits! B u t then we are to ld  
fu r th e r  th a t not on ly  are they not so­
cia lists. they are not even na tiona lis ts !

His Aid Against Revolts
W E B E R
The purpose o f a ll th is  pure balderdash 
becomes clear. S ta lin  wants to a rr iv e  by 
hook and by crook a t a d ifference be­
tween na tiona lism  — and im peria lism . 
Here is indeed a d is tin c tio n !

Yesterday, when tlie  pact w ith  H it le r  
was concluded, S ta lin  tr ie d  to give every 
token of friendsh ip  to H itle r .  Then lie 
said i t  was the B r it is h  and A m erican 
im peria lism  w h ich  was t ry in g  to invo lve  
Russia in  w ar w ith  H itle r . Today th ings 
have changed. The fascists are no t na­
tion a lis ts  but im p e ria lis ts ; the United 
States and B r ita in  are na tiona lis ts  bu t 
not im peria lis ts . T im s is the new a l­
liance cemented p o litica lly .

The speech was intended fo r Roosevelt 
and C hurch ill, not fo r  the workers. The 
end of i t  gives the real a im  of the speech: 
“ As d is tin c t from  H it le r ite  Germany, 
the Soviet U n ion and US a llies are Wag­
in g  a w a r o f libe ra tion  —  a ju s t w a r 
calculated fo r the libe ra tion  o f the en­
slaved peoples o f Europe and the USSR 
from  H it le r  ty rann y . Therefore a ll hon­
est people support the arm ies o f the 
USSR, Great B r ita in  and the other a llies 
as arm ies of lib e ra tio n .”

I f  tire w ar is a w a r of libe ra tion  na­
tu ra lly  every w o rke r should support it .  
T h is  is w hat S ta lin  is now urg ing . B u t 
S ta lin  does not even dare to d is tingu ish  
between "w orke rs ”  and others abroad 
lest he g ive offense. Hence the “ honest 
people.”  N o t on ly  does S ta lin  in  th is  w ay 
give h is p o litica l thanks fo r the ma­
te r ia l aid from  the democracies, bu t he 
assures these a llies th a t they need have 
no fear o f p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion  any­
where. W here does any ta lk  o f such 
revo lu tion  in  Europe come from  anyhow? 
S ta lin  places tlie  respons ib ility  fo r tliiS  
spectre —  on H it le r !

T H E  SP E C TR E  OF R E V O L U T IO N
He says th a t Germany calculated on 

fr ig h te n in g  t iie  democracies in to  a crus­
ade aga inst the  Soviet U n ion  by  h a rp ­
in g  on the theme o f w o rk in g  class revo­
lu tio n  fostered and led by the Com intern. 
“ T h e ir calcu la tions were based in  the 
f irs t place on tlie  earnest hopes of cre­
a tin g  a general coa lition  against the 
USSR, of d raw ing  Great B r ita in  and the 
U n ited States in to  th is  coa lition  by in t i ­
m id a tin g  beforehand the  ru lin g  c ircles 
in  these countries w ith  the spectre o f 
revo lu tion  and in  th is  w ay com ple te ly  
iso la tin g .,ou r cou n try  from  tlie  other 
powers.”  T h is  worked, expla ins S ta lin , 
in  the case of France. B u t “ i t  turned 
out th a t t lie  German po licy o f p lay ing  
on con trad ic tions and in tim id a tin g  w ith  
the specter of revo lu tion  had exhausted 
its  possib ilities and was no longer suited 
to the new s itua tion .”

I t  is  not fa r  to seek the reason fo r 
H i t le r ’s fa ilu re  to  b lackm a il the  democ­
racies any longer w ith  the spectre o f 
revo lu tion . S ta lin ism  had weakened the 
Soviet Un ion and the in te rna tiona l w o rk ­
in g  class to such a degree tha t t lie  im ­
pe ria lis ts  feared H it le r  more than th?  
th rea t o f revo lu tion  fo r  the tim e being. 
Under S ta lin , the firs t w orkers state had 
become alm ost a deterren t ra th e r than 
an example.

S ta lin ’s speech, we repeat, is devoted 
to the task o f b u ild in g  up every con fi­
dence in  the rabies o f the r i l l in g  classes 
of h is a llies th a t they have no th in g  to  
fea r fro m  revo lu tion . N o t so long as S ta­
lin  stays in  power in  the  U SSR ! T h is  
is h is answer to H it le r  and his bid fo r  
support.

S T A L IN 'S  U S E  TO  T H E  
“ D E M O C R A C IE S ”

The "dem ocra tic”  im p e ria lis ts  feel l i t ­
t le  th rea t from  S ta lin ism  at preseiit. 
They are w ill in g  to deal w ith  S ta lin  to ­
day no t m ere ly i£ jth  a view  to  keeping 
h im  in  the figh t against H itle r , a lthough 
th a t is  ce rta in ly  an im p o rtan t consider­
a tion  fo r  C h u rch ill and Roosevelt.

B ut there is in v o lv e ! besides a longer- 
te rm  view . W hat the im p e ria lis ts  fear 
above a ll else is the post-war period in  
Europe. V ic to ry  is s t i l l  remote, bu t a l­
ready they lay  plans fo r po lic ing  a ll o f 
Europe a fte r the w ar. Such po lic ing  is 
h a rd ly  intended fo r  Use against the de­
feated fascists alone. No, i t  is  also in ­
tended fo r  use against any a ttem pt on 
the pa rt o f the w orkers to take th e ir  
fa te  in to  th e ir  own hands. Who would 
be more expert than S ta lin  in  destroy­
in g  p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion? He offers h is 
services —  and the “ democrats”  accept 
them. For them S ta lin  is to la y  the 
spectre o f p ro le ta ria n  revo lu tion  both 
in  the USSR (its  re v iva l)  and th rough­
ou t Europe.

Newark CROC 
Mass Meeting

The N ew ark Branch o f the C iv il R igh ts  Defense Com m ittee announces a 
Mass M eeting on F rid a y . Nov. 14, a t 8: 30 P. M., in  the  M anha ttan  Room o f 
the. C ontinenta l. 984 Broad S tree t, N ew ark, to  pro test aga inst the governm ent 
prosecution o f the 28 M inneapolis labo r defendants.

Speakers a t the m eeting w i l l  be John F . F in e rty , la w y e r for O dell Waller, 
N egro share cropper convicted fo r  the  self-defense shooting  of h is  w h ite  land­
lo rd : C arlo  Tresca, e d ito r o f IL  MARTÈLLO and organizer of the Sacco-Vanzetti 
defense; and George Novack, na tiona l secre tary of thè  -Civil Rights Defense 
Com m ittee.
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To  defend the USSR as the main 

fortress o f the world pro letariat, 

against a ll assaults o f world im peria l­

ism and o f in ternal counter-revolution, 

is the most im portant duty o f every 

class conscious w orker.

—LEON TROTSKY

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
L. M ilita ry  tra in ing  o f workers, financed 

by the governm ent, but under control 
o f the trade unions. Special officers’ 
tra in ing  camps, financed by the gov­
ernm ent but controlled by the trade 
unions, to tra in  workers to become 
officers.

2. Trade union wages fo r  a ll workers 
drafted into  the arm y.

3 . F u ll equality fo r  Negroes in the armed  
forces and the war industries— Down 
with Jim Crowism everywhere.

4 . A peoples’ referendum  on any and all 
wars.

5. Confiscation of all war profits. Expro­
priation o f all war industries and the ir  
operation under workers’ control.

6 . F o r a rising scale o f wages to meet the 
rising cost o f living.

7. W orkers Defense Guards against vig­
ilante and fascist attacks.

8 . An Independent Labor Party based on 
the Trade Unions.

9 . A W orkers’ and Farm ers’ Govern­
ment.

Compulsory Arbitration
One of the accusations flung by government pro­

secutor, U. S. D istrict Attorney Anderson, at the 
28 defendants in the Minneapolis “ seditious con­
spiracy’’ tria l is that they warned labor against 
submitting its demands to arbitration.

It is no accident that the Roosevelt administra­
tion has dragged this charge into its attack on the 
Socialist Workers Party and Minneapolis motor 
transport workers Local 544-00 , and is attempt­
ing to represent as criminal the fact that the de­
fendants correctly pointed out that arbitration is 
a boss device to compel the workers to compro­
mise their demands ,by surrendering their only ef­
fective weapon for protecting their interests, the 
strike.

This is part and parcel of the Administration's 
present drive, on behalf of the employing class, 
to invoke compulsory arbitration in all labor dis­
putes. Compulsory arbitration was an objective 
of the Administration’s efforts to break the “ cap­
tive“ coal mine strike. I t  is the basis of the gov­
ernment’s present attempts to enforce the infam­
ous Railway Labor Disputes Act, which Roosevelt 
would like to use as a model for legislation to 
hamstring the unions in all industries.

Although the railroad workers voted more than 
six months ago in a nation-wide referendum to 
strike for a justified 30 per cent wage increase, 
they have been forced by the Railway Labor Act 
to cool their heels for more than a half year while 
waiting for Roosevelt's “ fact-finding board”  to 
“ investigate”  the capacity of the railroad corpora­
tions to raise wages.

On October 5 this “ fact-finding board’’ finally 
came through with a boss-inspired recommenda­
tion for a miserly 7t/> per cent wage increase for 
the 300,000 members of the Big Five operating 
brotherhoods and a meagre increase of 13i/> per 
cent for the 900,000 members of the fourteen non­
operating crafts. But since the time when the ra il­
road workers first stated their demands, prices have 
rocketed to a point where even a 30 per cent in­
crease no longer represents a,gain. Moreover, un­
like the workers in other industries, the railroad 
workers have been denied v irtua lly  any gains since 
the last war due to the strangling effect of the 
Railway Labor Act. Wages for workers in the 
non-operating crafts, for instance, are as low as 
35 cents an hour.

But the railroad corporations haven’t had any 
restrictions on profit-taking. War-swollen profits 
for Class I railroads in the first nine months of 
1941 —  after deductions for all taxes —  increased 
512 PER CENT over the same period in 1940 
(New York Times, October 30). This is a “ litt le ”

Latest Lies About The Moscow Trials 
Serve Stalin's New Diplomatic Needs

F o r  the f i r s t  tim e  since the 
in fam ous Moscow f r a m e - u p  
tr ia ls  o f 1937-38, S ta lin  is re ­
ce iv ing  the vo lun ta ry  co-opera­
tion  o f the bourgeoisie in  w h ite ­
w ashing and ju s tify in g  the t r ia ls  
and the purges th a t fo llowed 
them . U p  to  now, he has had to 
depend on ly on the h ire ling s  o f 
the G.P.U., and on such people 
as the P r it ts , D u ran tys  and 
Feuchtwangers. Now  he is re ­
ce iv ing  the  support o f gentle­
men lik e  Joseph E. Davies, fo r ­
m er U n ited  States ambassador 
to  the USSR, H a rry  Hopkins, 
Roosevelt’s personal represent­
ative, and Ralph Ingerso ll, edi­
to r  o f the newspaper PM . U n ­
doubtedly, they w i l l  be jo ined 
by others.

The p rim a ry  objective of the 
la test apologists fo r S ta lin ism  is 
the w h itew ashing of th e ir  new 
a lly , S ta lin . They are try in g  to 
absolve h im  before public op in­
ion of his g u ilt  in  the most in ­
famous frame-ups in  h is to ry . 
Thus they serve the present d ip ­
lom atic  needs of the W hite  
House.

B u t th e ir  statements tha t the 
Moscow tr ia ls  were jus tified  and 
helped to strengthen the Soviet 
regim e are doubly welcome to 
the K rem lin . N o t on ly  do they 
ra ise S ta lin ’s a u th o rity  in  the 
bourgeois dem ocratic nations, 
bu t they also serve in  the Soviet 
Un ion its e lf to cover up his c r i­
m in a l respons ib ility  fo r the de­
feats suffered by the Red A rm y 
in  the present war.

I t  is  now no secret th a t one 
of the ch ie f reasons the Red 
A rm y  has suffered such setbacks 
is the lack of competent s ta ff 
leadership capable of p ro v id ing  
a unified stra teg ic  plan fo r the 
conduct o f the war. N or is 
there anyone in  the USSR who 
is unaware th a t the reasons the 
Red A rm y  lacks tha t leadership 
is because S ta lin  in  the purges

fo llow ing  the tr ia ls  removed, 
im prisoned and executed the 
tra ined  and qualified leadership 
of the armed forces. These sud­
den "reve la tions”  —  by Davies, 
a fte r fou r years of silence, and 
by H opkins and Ingerso ll a fte r 
a t r ip  of a few days in  the So­
v ie t Union - -  are of great use 
to the S ta lin is t bureaucracy in  
ju s t ify in g  th e ir  c r im in a l course.

S ta lin  is also served by these 
apologists in  d isc red iting  the 
revo lu tiona ry  opposition to his 
disastrous policies a t a tim e 
when tha t opposition, the T ro t­
skyists, is  the on ly  force tha t 
co rrec tly  appraises S ta lin ism  
and its  respons ib ility  fo r the 
defeats and presents the only 
program  fo r Soviet v ic to ry .

I t  is no accident th a t Davies 
concludes his “ reve la tion”  in 
the November issue o f The 
Am erican  magazine w ith  the 
words:

“ There are no saboteurs, se­
c re t agents, o r F if th  Colum n­
ists to  co-operate w ith  the in ­
vaders, because the Russians 
were su ffic ie n tly  fa rs ig h ted  to 
e lim ina te  them  before i t  was too 
late.

“ T h a t is a fa c t which o ther 
lib e rty - lo v in g  nations m ig h t 
w e ll ponder.”

Davies figures th a t i f  frame- 
up tr ia ls  of th is  k in d  can be used 
against the opponents of the re­
gime in  the K rem lin , there is 
no reason fo r not try in g  a b it 
o f the same against the revo lu­
tion is ts  in  the United States. 
E v id e n tly  he was too busy re­
m em bering the th ings he never 
said before about the Moscow 
T r ia ls  to notice tha t Roosevelt 
has already begun his own 
frame-up against the T ro tsky is ts  
in  the M inneapolis “ seditious 
conspiracy”  tr ia l.

Davies and the others now ac­
cept tho S ta lin is t ve rd ic t and 
the S ta lin is t evidence in  the 
t r ia ls  as com pletely ju s t and 
authentic. They do not m ention

and least o f a ll do they t r y  to 
exp la in  the  mass of contradic­
to ry  and rid icu lous  evidence. 
They have no th ing  to say about 
the fac t th a t the charges against 
the T ro tsky is ts  have changed 
w ith  each change in  the S ta lin ­
is t d ip lom atic  line, tha t before 
the tr ia ls  T ro tsky  was accused 
of being an agent of B r ita in  and 
France, then a t the tr ia ls  of be­
in g  an agent o f Germany and 
Japan. A f te r  the tr ia ls , when the 
S ta lin -H itle r  pact was signed, 
the slander changed again 
w i t h  t h e  n e e d s  of S ta l­
in is t  diplom acy and the T ro t­
sky is ts  were again, accused of 
being agents of B r ita in  and the 
U. S. Now when Germany has 
attacked the Soviet Union, the 
slanders of the Moscow T ria ls  
are again resurrected, and the 
slanders o f the S ta lin -H itle r 
pact period again pu t on the 
shelf.

N or do they t r y  to answer 
the find ings of the au tho rita tive  
Dewey Commission w h ich a fte r 
ca re fu lly  s if t in g  the e v id e n t', 
hearing the defense of T ro tsky  
and o ffe rin g  the S ta lin is ts  the 
chance to present th e ir  case (an 
o ffe r w h ich  went unaccepted), 
found the tr ia ls  to be a frame- 
up and T ro tsky  not g u ilty .

The a rtic le  by Leon T ro tsky 
on th is  page, never before pub­
lished in  E ng lish , was pa rt of 
h is  in tro du c tion  to his book, 
“ The Crimes of S ta lin ," p rin ted 
in  France, and con ta in ing  some 
o f the m até ria l wh ich was used 
in  h is  sum m ary speech to the 
Dewey Commission in  1938. We 
re p r in t i t  here because i t  ex­
pla ins how S ta lin 's  slanders 
s h ift  to correspond w ith  the 
cu rre n t d iplom acy o f the K rem ­
lin . I t  is a devastating and i r ­
re fu tab le  sum m ation o f the fan­
tas tic  charges against the lead­
ers o f the Russian Revolution 
and the builders of the Red 
A rm y.

item overlooked —  intentionally —  by the govern­
ment’s “ fact-finding board” .

The railroad workers have come face to face 
with the end-product of compulsory arbitration, 
opposition to which the government is branding 
a ‘“ crime”  in the Minneapolis case. They have 
been forced to render a verdict on its meaning for 
labor. This verdict is clearly expressed in their 
decision to strike on December 7. Even if  this 
decision is not carried out, even if  in return for 
some additional concessions the strike is called off, 
these concessions w ill have been won not by ar­
bitration but by the threat of strike.

Strikes And The AFL
The bureaucratic AFL tops are experiencing in­

creasing d ifficu lty in their attempts to impose a 
“ no strike” policy on the AFL rank-and-file.

Despite the repeated admonitions o f AFL Presi­
dent W illiam  Green and his henchmen of the AFL 
Executive Council, AFL workers in v irtua lly  every 
trade and craft continue to go out on strike in 
defiance of the strikebreaking edicts of the top 
leadership.

A t the present time, a succession of strikes in­
volving thousands of AFL workers employed on 
government w'ar projects are demonstrating that 
the AFL workers, like their brothers o f the CIO, 
do not intend to submit without a struggle to the 
program of speed-up, rising liv ing costs, etc., which 
the war bosses have drafted for them.

In San Diego, building trades workers employed 
on three navy construction projects have courage­
ously faced the opposition of the government and 
the Navy Department’s threats of armed violence 
in a strike for increased wages to meet the rising 
cost of living. They were joined on November 10 
by thousands of their fellow unionists in a general 
strike on naval construction projects. This strike, 
like all the AFL strikes of the past period, was 
called against the w ill of the heads of internation­
al unions involved.

This example of m ilitant ferment in the AFL 
is but one of many in recent weeks. Another 
important instance is the recent 16-day strike of 
welders in Seattle. In order to fight for their 
rights, these welders were compelled to leave the 
AFL and establish an independent union. Other 
welders are on strike in the important Lockheed 
andoVega aircraft plants in Los Angeles, and the 
Consolidated A ircraft in San Diego, with welders 
in,several other West Coast aircraft plants threat­
ening to take similar action. In Louisville, Ken­
tucky, over 1,000 A FL truck drivers halted work 
last Saturday in what a union official called “ an 
unauthorized strike which threatens to become gen­
eral and paralyze trucking here.”

Time and time again, the AFL heads have call­
ed strikes of their members "unauthorized” , but 
that hasn’t kept the workers from continuing to 
fight for their elementary needs.

W illiam  Green and his colleagues have replied 
to the anti-labor demands of the employers and 
their government with a “ no strike”  order. But 
the AFL workers are beginning to give a different 
and opposite answer.

FDR’s Internationalism
Roosevelt’s hypocrisy reached something of a 

high-water mark in his address on November 6 
to the conference of the International Labor Or­
ganization, when he stated:

“ It is appropriate that I recall to you. . . some 
w'ords that were written in this house by a Presi­
dent who gave his very life for the cause of jus­
tice. Nearly eighty years agp, Abraham Lincoln 
said: ‘The strongest bond of human sympathy, out­
side of the fam ily relation, should be one uniting 
all working people, of all nations, and kindreds’.”  

These words, repeated by a Roosevelt, reflect 
utter cynicism. Even as he mouths them, all his 
energy is being directed toward dragooning the 
American workers into a w'ar to fight and k ill the 
workers of other lands for the benefit of American 
imperialism.

And at the same time, he turns the fu ll repres­
sive power of the capitalist government he heads 
against the true representatives of international 
working-class solidarity, the Socialist Workers 
Party leaders and members among the 28 defend­
ants on tria l for “ seditious conspiracy”  today in 
Minneapolis.

Roosevelt is attempting to railroad these work­
ing-class leaders to prison for 16 years for the 
“ crime” , as the prosecution has openly stated, of 
being Marxists — for being proponents of .the ideas 
and program of Marx, Engels, Lenin and T ro t­
sky. These are the ideas and program which guid­
ed the workers and peasants of Russia to power 
in October 1917, in the first stage of that world 
revolution destined to smash all national bounda­
ries and unite the oppressed of all lands under a 
system of world socialism.

One of the chief points of “ evidence”  against 
the defendants is that they read, studied and cir­
culated Marx and Engel’s classic “ Communist Ma­
nifesto” , written in 1848, which ends with that 
world-shaking call: “ Workers of the World Unite! 
You have nothing to lose but your chains. You 
have a world to gain.”

We can measure the intensity of Roosevelt’s 
hatred of international labor solidarity by the 
viciousness of his persecution of our party, which 
today carries on an uncompromising fight to trans­
form this historic battle-cry of the “ Communist 
Manifesto”  into reality.

1; The series on “ The Crim es o f S ta lin ”  by !| 
4 L y d ia  Beidel w i l l  be resumed in next week’s ¡1 
4 issue o f T H E  M IL IT A N T . The n e x t a rtic le , ¡; 
jj u n fo rtu n a te ly  n o t p rin ted  on th is  page th is  I; 
I; week because o f lack o f space, deals w ith  the 4 
4 ro le  o f S ta lin ism  in  the Chinese revo lu tion  o f ] ’ 
j; 1925-27. {;

By Leon Trotsky
U p to the end o f 1933, the Moscow press, and, 

in  consequence, its  shadow, the press o f the Com­
m un is t In te rn a tion a l, have depicted me a B r i t ­
ish and Am erican agent, even la be lling  me “ M r. 
T ro ts k y ” . On M arch 8, 1929, P ravda devoted an 
en tire  page to  prove th a t I  was an a lly  o f B r it is h  
im peria lism  (a t  th a t tim e  Moscow was no t ye t 
designating  i t  as “ B r it is h  dem ocracy” ) ; and es­
tablished, over and above th is , m y complete so li­
d a r ity  w ith  W inston C hurch ill. The a rtic le  con­
cluded w ith  these w ords: “ I t  is c lear w h y  the 
bourgeoisie is paying him  tens o f thousands o f 
do lla rs.”  I t  was then a question o f do lla rs and 
no t m arks.

On J u ly  2, 1931 th is  same Pravda, us ing crude­
ly  fo rged facsim iles, —  which i t  h a s tily  fo rg o t 
on the ve ry  next day —  procla im ed me to  be 
an a lly  o f P ilsudski, and a defender o f the 
robbers’ T re a ty  o f Versa illes. In  those days S ta­
lin  w'as f ig h t in g  no t fo r  the sta tus quo bu t fo r  
“ the na tiona l lib e ra tio n ”  o f Germany. In  A u g ­
ust 1931, the “ theo re tica l”  organ o f the French 
Com m unist P a rty , Cahiers du Bolchevism, came 
ou t w ith  an expose o f the “ touching un ited f r o n t ”  
which had been form ed “ between B lum , Paul 
Boncour and the French General S ta ff,  on the 
one side —  and T ro tsky , on the o ther.”  A nd 
so I  remained f irm ly  attached to  the countries 
o f the E n tente !

Refuted by T h e ir Oivn Lies in  1 93 3
On J u ly  24, 1933, i.e., a fte r  H it le r  had assumed 

complete power in Germ any, I  was on m y w ay 
to France th rou gh  M arse illes, thanks to  a v isa 
granted nie by D a lad ie r’s governm ent. A ccord­
ing  to  the re troac tive  “ reve la tions”  o f the re ­
cent Moscow T r ia ls , I  was a lready in those days 
an agen t o f Germ any and was occupied w ith  
p repa ring  the w orld  w a r w ith  a v iew  to  destroy­
ing  the USSR and France. A t  the Radek-P iata- 
kov T r ia l, in  January  1937, i t  was “ established” , 
among o ther th ings, th a t I  had m et in Bois du 
Boulogne —  precise ly tow ard  the end o f Ju ly  
1933 —  w ith  a TASS correspondent, V la d im ir  
Romm, in  order to  d raw  the  Russian T ro tsky is ts  
th rough  th is  in te rm ed ia ry  in to  an alliance w ith  
H it le r  and the M ikado.

B u t l ’H um an ite  suspected no th ing  o f the so rt: 
On the ve ry  day o f m y a rr iv a l in  F rance i t  ca r­
ried an a rtic le  exposing m y secret a lliance w ith  
D a lad ie r’s goverhm ent. “ B y  covering up the in ­
trigu es  o f W h ite  Guard em igres and by in v it in g  
T ro ts k y ”  —  w ro te  the organ o f S ta lin-C achin- 
Thorez —  “ the French bourgeoisie is revea ling  
its  real po licy tow ard the Soviet U n ion ; nego tia ­
tions are conducted because o f necessity, forced 
smiles are pu t on, b u t behind the scenes there  
is aid and support fo r  a ll saboteurs, in te rve n ­
tion is ts , conspira tors, slanderers and renegades 
o f the revo lu tion . . . F ro m  France, th is  hearth  
o f an ti-S ov ie t s trugg le , he (T ro ts k y ) can launch 
an a ttack  on the USSR. . . A  s tra teg ica l p o in t! 
T h a t is w hy  M. T ro ts k y  is a r r iv in g  here.”  A l l  
o f P rosecutor V ish in sky ’s subsequent fo rm u las 
are here: conspiracy, sabotage, p repa ra tion  o f in ­
te rven tion . B u t w ith  th is  d iffe rence : I  was p u r­
suing m y c r im in a l a c t iv ity  in an a lliance w ith  
the French bourgeoisie and no t German fascism.

B u t perhaps the hapless TH um anite  was s im ­
p ly  ig n o ra n t o f the tru e  sta te o f a ffa irs ?  No, 
S ta lin ’s P aris ian  organ was co rrec tly  re fle c tin g  
the  views o f its  taskm aste r. The. in e r t  m ind  o f

the Moscow bureaucracy was in  every w ay re ­
lu c ta n t to leave its  old o rb it. A n  alliance w ith  
Germany, regardless o f he r s ta te  fo rm , was con­
sidered ax iom a tic  fo r  Soviet fo re ig n  po licy. On 
December 13, 1931, in  an in te rv ie w  w ith  the 
German w r ite r ,  E m il Lu dw ig , S ta lin  declared:

S ta lin ’s Relations W ith  Germ any
“ I f  we are to  ta lk  about our sym path ies fo r  

any na tion , then o f course we m ust speak o f 
ou r sym pathies fo r  the Germans. . . O ur fr ie n d ly  
re la tions w ith  G erm any rem a in  w h a t they  have 
a lw ays been.”

S ta lin  was even so incautious as to- add: “ There 
are some po litic ians  who prom ise and say one 
th in g  today, and on the m orrow  c ith e r fo rg e t 
o r deny w h a t they themselves had said, w ith o u t 
even blush ing. W e cannot conduct ourselves in 
th is  m anner.”  (These quotations arc  taken fro m  
the o ffic ia l Soviet pub lica tion , “ Lenin and S ta lin  
on the Soviet C onstitu tion ,”  pp. 146-147).

To be sure, th is  was said in  the tim e  o f the 
W e im ar Republic. B u t the v ic to ry  o f Fascism  
in. no w ise a lte red Moscow’s o rien ta tion . S ta lin  
did eve ry th ing  in  his power to  earn H it le r ’s 
good-w ill. On M arch 4, 1933 the o ffic ia l Izvestia  
w ro te th a t the USSR was the  on ly  governm ent 
wh ich en terta ined no hostile  fee lings  tow ard  
Germany, and “ th is  independently o f the  fo rm  
and character o f the German governm ent.”

The P aris ian  le Temps on its  p a rt, commented, 
on A p r i l 8, 1933, as fo llo w s : “ A t  a tim e  when 
H it le r ’s assum ption o f power was occupying the 
a tten tion  o f European pub lic  op in ion and evoking 
everywhere volum inous comments, the  Moscow 
papers m ainta ined silence.”  S ta lin  was t r y in g  
to  buy the friendsh ip  o f the  conqueror and had 
turned his back to the German w o rk in g  class.

The general p ic tu re  is thus qu ite  clear. D u rin g  
the tim e when accord ing to  the  la te s t and re ­
troac tive  version I  was busy o rg an iz in g  m y col­
laboration w ith  H itle r, the press o f Moscow and 
o f the Com m unist In te rn a tio n a l depicted me as 
an agent o f F rance and o f Ang lo-Saxon im p e ria l­
ism. M y  tra n s fe r in to  the German-Japanese 
camp came on ly  a f te r  H it le r  had spurned S ta lin ’s 
extended hand and had compelled the la tte r , con­
t ra r y  to  his o r ig in a l plans and calcula tions, to 
seek the frien dsh ip  o f “ W estern Democracies” .

W hy the Charges Shifted
The charges f lu n g  a t me were and rem ain 

m ere ly  a negative supplem ent o f Moscow’s d ip lo ­
m atic  tw is ts  and tu rns . S h ifts  in  m y  p o lit ic a l 
o rien ta tion  took place each tim e  w ith o u t the 
s ligh te s t pa rtic ip a tion  on m y  p a rt. There is, how­
ever, a serious d iffe rence  between these tw o  d ia ­
m e tr ica lly  opposite and, a t the same tim e , w h o lly  
sym m etrica l versions o f slander. The f irs t  v e r­
sion whereby I  was trans fo rm ed  in to  an agent 
o f the fo rm e r E ntente  was p redom inan tly  o f a 
li te ra ry  character. The slanderers slandered, the 
newspapers broadcast the  poison, b u t V ish insky  
s t i l l  rem ained in the shadows. T rue  enough, even 
in those days the GPU used to  shoot in d iv idu a l 
opposition ists, ascrib ing  to  them  e ith e r acts o f 
sabotage o r espionage ( in  fa v o r o f England and 
F rance !). B u t as y e t on ly  l i t t le  known in d i­
v idua ls were invo lved; the  violence was perpe­
tra te d  behind the scenes, by w ay o f mddest ex­
pe rim en ta tion . S ta lin  was m ere ly  tra in in g  his 
in ves tig a ting  m ag istra tes, h is judges and execu­
tioners. I t  took some tim e  to  b r in g  the bureauc­

racy to- such a degree o f dem ora liza tion , and 
the rad ica l pub lic  op in ion o f Europe and A m er­
ica to  such a degree o f degradation as would 
make possible the grandiose ju r id ic a l fram eups 
aga inst the T ro tsky is ts .

W hy the Frame-Ups A re Extended
One can now investiga te  w ith  documents in  

hand a ll the stages o f th is  p re pa ra to ry  w ork. 
On more than one occasion S ta lin  m et w ith  in ­
te rn a l resistance, and had to re tre a t a few  tim es, 
bu t on each occasion on ly  in  o rder to  invest his 
w ork  w ith  a more system atic  character. The p o li­
t ic a l goal was —  to  create an au tom atic  g u il­
lo tine  fo r  every opponent o f the ru l in g  clique: 
whoever is n o t fo r  S ta lin  is a h ired  agent o f 
im peria lism .

T h is  rude schema, re in forced by personal v in ­
dictiveness, is w h o lly  in the s p ir i t  o f S ta lin . A p ­
pa ren tly  he did no t fo r  a m om ent doubt th a t the 
"v o lu n ta ry  confessions”  o f h is  v ic tim s  w ou ld  
succeed in  convinc ing the  whole w o rld  o f the 
a u th e n tic ity  o f  the accusations, and thus solve 
once and fo r  a l l the problem  o f the  in v io la b ility  
o f the to ta lita r ia n  reg im e. I t  tu rned  ou t o th e r­
wise. The tr ia ls  boomeranged on S ta lin . The 
cause fo r  th is  lies no t so much in  the  c ru d ity  
o f the fram eups as in  the fa c t th a t  the clutches 
o f the bureaucracy had become com ple te ly  in ­
to le rab le  fo r  the  c o u n try ’s development. U nder 
the pressure o f g ro w in g  con trad ic tions S ta lin  
was constra ined to extend the rad ius o f his 
fram eups day by day. N o end o f the b loody purge 
is in  s igh t. A s i t  devours its  own ranks, the 
bureaucracy keeps sh riek in g  in  fre n zy  about v ig i l­
ance. The how l o f a m o rta lly  wounded an im a l 
can be detected in  these cries.

L e t us reca ll once again th a t the ro l l ca ll o f 
tra ito rs  is headed by a ll the members o f the 
P o litica l Bureau o f Len in ’s epoch —  w ith  the 
sole exception o f S ta lin . A m ong them  are : the 
fo rm e r head o f defense in  the  epoch o f the 
C iv il W a r (Leon T ro ts k y ) ;  tw o fo rm e r leaders 
o f the Com m unist In te rn a tio n a l (Z inov iev and 
B u k h a r in ) ; the fo rm e r cha irm an o f the Council 
o f People’s Com m issars (K am enev); the  fo rm e r 
cha irm an o f the Council o f Labor and Defense 
(R y k o v ); and the fo rm e r head o f the Soviet 
Trade Unions (T om sky). N e x t come the mem­
bers o f the C entra l C om m ittee  and o f the Gov­
ernm ent. I t  tu rn s  ou t th a t the actua l d irec to r 
o f in du s try , P ia takov, stood a t  the head o f sabo­
tage; the deputy People’s Com m issar fo r  T rans­
port, L ivsh itz , tu rns  ou t to  be an agen t o f Japan 
and the o rgan izer o f t ra in  w recks; the ch ie f 
guard ian o f s tate security , -Yagoda —  a gangste r 
and t r a ito r ;  the  depu ty  People’s Com m issar fo r  
F ore ign A ffa irs ,  Soko ln ikov —  a G erm an-Jap­
anese agent, a long w ith  the ch ie f p u b lic is t o f the 
regim e, Radek.

A ll the M ilita ry  Leaders As W ell
A nd as i f  th a t d id  no t suffice, the  w ho le  sum ­

m it o f the Red A rm y  is declared to have been 
in the service o f the enemy. M arsha l Tukhachev- 
sky, who had on ly  a sho rt w h ile  ago been delega­
ted to  Eng land and France to  acqua in t h im se lf 
w ith  the m il ita ry  technology o f these fr ie n d ly  
countries, sold the entrusted secrets to  H itle r .  
The p o lit ic a l leader o f the Red A rm y , Gamai-- 
n ik , m em ber o f the C entra l Com m ittee, is avow­
ed to be a t ra ito r .  The m il i ta ry  representatives 
o f France, G reat B r ita in  and Czechoslovakia had 
on ly  recen tly  pa id tr ib u te  to  the U k ra in ia n  m a­
neuvers held under the  d irec tion  o f General Y a- 
k ir .  I t  tu rn s  ou t th a t  Y a k ir  was p re p a rin g  fo r  
the seizure o f the U k ra in e  by H it le r .  General 
Uborevich, the guard ian  o f the western fro n tie rs , 
was p re p a rin g  to  surrender Byelo-Russia to  the 
enemy. Tw o fo rm e r d irec to rs  o f the M il ita ry  
Academy, General E idem ann and General K o rk , 
honored a rm y  commanders o f the C iv il W ar, 
were p re pa ring  th e ir  pupils no t fo r  v ic to ry  b u t 
fo r  the de feat o f the S oviet U n ion . Scores o f 
o ther josser known b u t exUremely im p o rta n t 
m il ita ry  commanders have been accused o f tre a ­
son. A ll these destroyers, saboteurs, spies and 
gangsters had been accom plishing th e ir  w o rk  
no t fo r  a day o r tw o  b u t over a num ber o f 
years.

B u t i f  Yagoda, P ia takov, Sokoln ikov, Tukhach- 
evsky and others were spies, then w h a t good are 
S ta lin , Vorosh ilov and other “ leaders” ? W h a t 
value have these summons to v ig ilance  w h ich  
emanate fro m  the P o litica l Bureau th a t  has re ­
vealed its e lf  capable on ly  o f s tu p id ity  and b lin d ­
ness?

Stalinism  Discredited by the Trials
O ut o f the la te s t “ purge”  the  reg im e has 

emerged so covered w ith  in fa m y  th a t the organs 
o f the w o rld  press have begun to  speculate se­
rio u s ly  w hethe r S ta lin  has n o t lo s t his senses. 
Too s im ple a so lu tion  fo r  th is  p rob lem ! F ir s t  
i t  was deemed th a t S ta lin  had emerged v ic to r­
ious ow ing  to  the exceptional qua lities  o f  h is in ­
te llec t. B u t when the re flexes o f the  bureauc­
racy become ep ilep tic  in  character, those who 
worshipped the ‘ le a d e r”  yesterday begin ask ing  
themselves w hethe r he had n o t gone mad. B oth 
appra isa ls  are fa lse. S ta lin  is no “ genius” . In  
the proper sense o f the te rm , he is no t even in ­
te llig e n t, th a t is, i f  by in te lligence is m ean t’ the  
a b il i ty  to  v iew  events in  th e ir  connection and 
development. B u t n e ithe r is S ta lin  a madman. 
He was ca rried  to  the top  by the wave o f T her- 
m idor. He came to  believe th a t the source o f his 
power la y  in  h im se lf. B u t the  caste o f parvenus, 
who had procla im ed h im  genius, d is in tegra ted  and 
corroded w ith in  a sho rt space o f tim e . The land 
o f the October revo lu tion  is in  u rg e n t need o f 
a d iffe re n t p o lit ic a l reg im e. The position  o f the 
ru l in g  clique leaves no more room  fo r  any ra tio n ­
a l po litics . “ In s a n ity ”  is  located n o t in  S ta lin  
bu t in the reg im e w h ich  has com ple te ly drained 
its e lf. T h is  exp lanation, however, does n o t con­
ta in  even a h in t  o f any m ora l ju s tif ic a tio n  o f 
S ta lin . He w i l l  depa rt fro m  -the scene as the 
m ost ta rn ished f ig u re  in  m ankind ’s h is to ry .

C O Y O A C A N , J u ly  5, 1937.


