
ON THE TWENTY-FOURTH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
RUSSIAN REVOLUTION

-------------------- - An Editorial-----------------------
T w e n ty - fo u r years ago, on  N ovem ber 7, 191 7 , 

the  Russian w o rke rs  and peasants, led  by the  B o l­
shev ik  p a rty  o f  L e n in  and T ro ts k y , seized the  state 
pow er in  the  te r r ito r ie s  o f  the  Czar.

Their titanic revolution established ihe first workers state, 
the embodiment of workers power. It swept away the parasit­
ical rule of C2zars, capitalists and landlords. It freed the Rus­
sian masses from the shambles of the first imperialist World 
War. And it inspired a tidal wave of proletarian revolts that 
cracked the m ilita ry fronts in Europe and halted the most cata­
strophic war which had ravaged society up to that time.

In one of the most backward nations on earth, amid the 
famine, chaos and destruction that was their inheritance from 
Czarist and bourgeois rule, surrounded on all sides by imperial­
ist foes, the Soviet masses began to build the foundations for a 
new, a socialist order of society.

But world capitalism, with the aid of the treacherous So­
cial-Democratic leaders, finally thrust back the tide of working- 
class revolutions outside the Soviet Union and re-asserted bour­
geois class domination through a series of counter-revolutions.

T hus, the  Soviet U n io n  was condem ned to  iso la ­
t io n , cu t o f f  f ro m  the  econom ic resources o f  the 
w o r ld , separated f ro m  the  organ ized  a id  o f  its  class 
a llie s  in  o th e r co un trie s .

As a result of this in itia l backwardness and isolation, a 
monstrous bureaucracy grew up within the Soviet Union. This 
bureaucracy, taking advantage of the weariness of the Soviet 
masses after their years of exhausting struggle, and basing it ­
self on the most conservative elements, flourished under the 
regime of Stalin and gradually usurped the leadership of the 
Soviet Union.

That Stalinist bureaucracy, seeking only its own preserva­
tion and renouncing the international perspective of the Bol­
shevik founders of the USSR, destroyed one by one the inner 
defenses of the workers state. Along with this, Stalin’s clique 
strangled proletarian revolutions in country after, country. China, 
Germany, Spain, France — in each of these countries the Krem- j 
lin betrayed and strangled revolutionary struggles for power.

D esp ite  a ll the  a bo m ina tions  o f  S ta lin ism , the  
f ir s t  w o rke rs  state has stood b e fo re  the  w o rke rs  o f  
the  w o rld  as l iv in g  p ro o f o f  the  a b i l ity  o f  the  w o rk ­
ers to  gain  and h o ld  state pow er, to  p la n  and o rd e r 
the  p ro d u c tiv e  fo rces o f  socie ty and to  u tiliz e  those 
fo rces  on a scale w h ich  ca p ita lism  can neve r hope to 
achieve.

Today, th a t w o rke rs  state to tte rs  on the b r in k  o f  
th e  abyss. How' can i t  be saved?

The methods, program and forces which can still turn de­
feat into victory are the same ones that brought the Soviet Union 1 
into being and enabled the Soviet masses to retain state power 
against the combined assault of world imperialism during the 
C iv il War of 1918-20.

The Bolsheviks triumphed in 1917 only through the meth­
ods and program of Marxism, the revolutionary theory of in­
ternational proletarian class struggle. The Russian workers and 
peasants, guided by the principles of Marxism, refused to fight 
in the armies of Russian imperialism against their class brothers 
in other lands. They turned against their own imperialist mas­
ters, seized the power from them, and ended the war.

T hen , d u r in g  the  darkest hou rs  o f  the  e a rly  So­
v ie t State, in  the  C iv il W a r o f  1918 -20 , w hen the  
USSR faced the com b ined  assault o f  w o r ld  im p e r ia l­
ism , L e n in , T ro ts k y  and the  B o lshe v ik  p a rty  tu rn e d  
to  the  w o rke rs  o f  E u rop e  and ca lled  f o r  th e ir  re vo ­
lu t io n a ry  su p p o rt. T h a t s u p p o rt came, and the  So­
v ie t U n io n  was saved.

For Lenin and Trotsky and the Soviet masses, the defense 
of the USSR meant the continuation, intensification and exten­
sion of the October revolution beyond the Soviet boundaries.

The fate of the USSR, Lenin and Trotsky pointed out time 
and again, is inextricably bound up with the fate of the world 
proletariat.

Thus, it is to the international working class, to the masses 
of Germany and the occupied countries, that the Soviet soldiers, 
workers and peasants now must turn. It is the international 
revolutionary class struggle alone which still can save the USSR 
from catastrophe.

T h is  was and is the  essence o f  B o lshev ism . I t  is 
the  essence o f  the  p ro g ra m  o f  the  O c tob e r R e vo lu ­
t io n , the  p ro g ra m  w h ich  o u r  p a rty  u pho lds  today.

The bourgeoisie fu lly  recognize this fact. Their front line 
of assault throughout the world is against Bolshevism which 
can save the USSR by extending the October Revolution.

That is why the Roosevelt administration, in the 25th year 
o f the Russian Revolution, now aims its most vicious blows at 
our parly.

That is why the government includes in the Minneapolis 
“ seditious conspiracy” indictment of the Socialist Workers Par­
ty  and the Minneapolis drivers Local 544-G10, the charge that 
the 28 defendants accepted "as the ideal formula for carrying 
out their said objectives the Russian Revolution of 1917. . . and 
the principles of the leaders of that revolution, chiefly V. I. 
Lenin and Leon Trotsky.”

Unerringly American imperialism singles out the one party 
which embodies the program that can save the USSR, smash 
capitalist reaction throughout Europe and the world, and thus 
extend the October Revolution into the triumph of world so­
cialism.

A  rea l defense o f  the  S ovie t U n io n  is  ta k in g  place 
today in  the  M in n ea p o lis  fe d e ra l c o u rtro o m . I t  is o u r 
p a r ty ’ s defense o f  the  p ro g ra m  o f  B o lshev ism , o f  
the  re v o lu tio n a ry  m ethods o f  L e n in  and T ro ts k y . 
These are the  p ro g ra m  and m ethods th a t gave b ir th  
to  the  O ctobe r R e v o lu tio n  and the  f irs t  w o rke rs  state, 
and w h ich  are  destined  to  lead the  w o r ld  p ro le ta r ia t 
to  pow er.

Labor dare not lake Roosevelt’s threat lying down. Roose­
velt means business. The ruling class demands a servile labor 
movement to support its war. It demands defenseless workers who 
can be squeezed dry to pay for the stupendous costs of the war. 
Roosevelt is preparing to enforce this demand with the full 
repressive power of the government.

Labor must act with all its energy and power, and act now. 
I t  must meet Roosevelt's challenge. The right to strike — the 
life of unionism itself — must be defended by every means 
of struggle that organized labor can command.

T H E  MILITANT
O ffic ia l W e e k ly  O rgan o f the S oc ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a rty

TRIAL OF 28 OPENS WITH 
ATTACK ON SWP PROGRAM
No Imperialist ‘Western 
Front’ Will Save USSR
Trotsky's Policies Alone Can Bring 
Soviet Victory In Present Grave Crisis

At a time when the fate of the Soviet Union hangs in the
balance, and when the only thing that can save it is a m ilitant,
working class policy, the Kremlin and its hirelings abroad are
pleading with the “democratic” imperialists to open a “ western
front” as the only salvation for the USSR.

Workers everywhere are asking themselves: W ill this save
the Soviet Union? For the answer to this question they must
f irs t understand what lies behind

i Soviet Union been placed in  suchthe plea by the S ta lin ists.
The fascist arm ies keep ad­

vancing deeper in to  Soviet t e r r i - .
y | lacked competent leadership, a

: a dangerous position?
Because the Red A rm y  has

lo ry . Moscow' is in  a state 
siege, Leningrad is encircled and 
cu t o ff. Rostov is surrounded, 
K harkov is the scene o f a des­
perate struggle, the southern 
fron t has been shattered, most of 
the Donetz Basin has been lost. 
T e rr ito ry  inhabited by almost ha lf 
the population of the USSSR is 
in fascist hands, and more than 
three-quarters of the productive 
capacity o f Soviet in d u s try  has 
e ither been taken or crippled.

The Red A rm y, w h ich was un­
able to ha lt the German forces 
when i t  had a ll of Soviet indus try  
and ag ricu ltu re  to  draw  .front, 
w ill find i t  even harder to w ith ­
stand the onslaughts o f the ene­
my now that it  is deprived of 
these sources of supply.

L A C K  OF L E A D E R S H IP
W hy, in  spite of the heroism 

and sacrifice of the Red A rm y 
and the Soviet masses, has the

staff qualified to develop and ex­
ecute, a unif ied strategic plan,

S ta lin , long before the w ar be­
gan, destroyed the ablest m ilita ry  
commanders W'ho b u ilt  and mech­
anized the Red A rm y, purged not 
less than 40,000 Red officers, and 
in  th e ir  place appointed men w ith ­
out revo lu tiona ry  experience, m il­
ita ry  knowledge o r m oral capital, 
whose sole qua lifica tion  was th e ir  
complete subservience to S ta lin ­
ism.

S ta lin  h im se lf has had to adm it 
the worthlessness of these pup­
pets. A t the very outset o f the 
w ar he removed his own appoin­
tees in the Leningrad. Moscow 
and K iev d is tric ts . Only a. few 
days ago he reshuffled the high 
command fo r the second tim e  in  
less than 5 months.

Because no real attempts have 
been made to disin tegrate H it le r 's  
arm y from the rear and from

CIO Officials Endorse 
‘28’ Defense Committee
Workers Defense League Says Prosecution 
Endangers "People's Freedom to Organize"

NEW  YORK, Oct. 28, 1941.
— Tucker P. Smith, Michigan 
Director of the United Retail 
and Wholesale Employes of 
America, GIO, this week ex­
pressed the deep concern of the 
labor movement about the pro­
secution of the 28 indicted lead­
ers of Local 544-C10 and the 
Socialist Workers Party, in a 
statem ent endorsing the w’o rk  o f 
the C iv il R igh ts  Defense Com­
m ittee, organized to ra l ly  support 
to the 28 defendants in  the "S e­
d itious Conspiracy”  t r ia l  now go­
ing  on in  M inneapolis.

S M IT H ’S L E T T E R
H is le tte r  read as fo llow s :

C iv il R igh ts  Defense Com m ittee 
160 5th Avenue 
New Y o rk  C ity  
Dear M r. F a r re ll:

O ur people who are in fo rm ed 
on the cu rre n t prosecution o f the 
leaders o f the CIO Local 544 in 
M inneapolis, M innesota, are deep­
ly  concerned over th is  govern­
m enta l in te rfe rence w ith  la bo r’s 
r ig h ts . We have studied the p ro ­
ceedings and a rc  convinced th a t 
the prosecutions are be ing con­
ducted on a “ p o lit ic a l basis” . We 
cannot f in d  in  the records o f the 
s itua tion  any evidence to  w a rra n t 
the Federal G overnm ent “ m aking 
an exam ple”  o f these brothers.

We fee l th a t a l l C IO  members 
should support Local 544 in  de­
m anding th a t the cases be d rop­
ped. I f  tru ck  d rive rs  in  M innea­
po lis p re fe r the CIO  to  the A F L , 
then A F L  “ b ig  w ig s ”  should not 
be allowed to use governm enta l 
m ach inery to persecute the lead­
ers o f the CIO  local union in an 
e f fo r t  to  fo rce  these people back 
in to  the  A F L . W e cannot believe 
th a t anyone seriously  believes

th a t these local un ion leaders are 
a “ menace”  to the U n ited  States.

F ra te rn a lly  yours, 
T U C K E R  P. S M IT H , 

M ich igan D irec to r

W .D .L . H IT S  T R IA L
The- N a tion a l E xecutive Board 

o f the W orkers  Defense League 
sent a sharp le tte r  to A tto rn e y  
General B iddle s ta tin g  th a t, “ The 
W orkers  Defense League consid­
ers the present Federal prosecu­
tion  o f M inneapolis team sters and 
others to be unreasonable and u n ­
ju s tif ie d .”  The sta tem ent also 
warned th a t the “ people’s fre e ­
dom to organize is in serious dan­
ge r i f  such actions can be d is to rt­
ed in to  a conspiracy to overth row  
the governm ent.”

As the w o rk  o f o rgan iz ing  the 
ra is ing  o f funds proceeded, the 
B u ffa lo  branch o f the C iv il R ights 
Defense Com m ittee reported th a t 
several CIO locals in  th a t c ity  
had ra llie d  to the defense o f the 
28 by g iv in g  substan tia l dona­
tions. Two locals o f the Steel 
W orkers O rgan iz ing  Com m ittee, 
and the F ord  local o f the U A W , 
heard a speaker fro m  the Com­
m ittee  and voted con tribu tions.

N E W  M E M BER S 
OF C O M M IT T E E

D o ro thy  Norm an, ed ito r o f the 
magazine T W IC E  A  Y E A R , a 
pub lica tion  devoted to  the  a rts  
and c iv il lib e rtie s ; M a rk  D eW olfe  
Howe, Dean o f the School o f Law, 
U n iv e rs ity  o f B u ffa lo ; A . J. 
Muste, Secretary o f the F e llo w ­
ship o f Reconcilia tion ; and M o r­
r is  R c igcr, In te rn a tio n a l Repre­
sentative, Paper, N o ve lty  and Toy 
w orkers  In te rn a tio n a l, CIO, are 
among those who jo ined  the  com ­
m ittee  la s t week.

JAMES P. CANNON 
National Sec’y, SWP

w i th in  by a revo lu tionary  appeal 
to the masses of Germany and 
Europe to rise up against the ir  
oppressors and f ight fo r  the So­
cia list Vnited States of Europe.

W H Y  NO A P P E A L  
TO E U R O P E A N  M ASSES

S ta lin 's  whole program  of “ so­
cia lism  in one coun try ”  on the 
basis o f which he f ir s t  opposed, 
anti then strangled, a ll attem pts 
to b r in g  socialism  to any other 
country, prevents h im  from  is­
suing a revo lu tiona ry  appeal to 
the masses of Germany and E u­
rope. To do it, would be to adm it 
tha t the European workers can be 
m obilized fo r the w o rld  revo lu­
tion , would be to confess the 
bankruptcy and trepc lie ry  of the 
whole po licy be has pursued in 
the last 15 years, in  the interests 
of w h ich be sacrificed the world 
revo lu tion, and led the w ork ing  
class movements o f Germany, 
Spain and France to destruction.

Furtherm ore, S ta lin  fears the 
extension of the revo lu tion  to 
other countries because i t  would 
give the Soviet masses new con­
fidence and insp ire  them to rid  
themselves o f th e ir  pa ras itic  bu­
reaucracy, w h ich has been able 
to rem ain in  power on ly because 
the Soviet masses fielt isolated 
and alone.

S ta lin ism  is incapable of m ob il­
iz ing  the European masses for 
the revo lu tion : i t  has betrayed
tbe on ly real a llies i t  had in  E u­
rope, the w o rk in g  class of Ger­
many, France and other coun­
tr ie s ; th a t is w hy i t  is forced to 
depend on and grasp a t the straws 
of “ co llabora tion”  and “ support’ 
from  the “ dem ocratic”  im p e ria l­
ists who re a lly  desire the des­
tru c tio n  of the Soviet Union 's na­
tionalized economy so that, the 
vast, te rr ito r ie s  and w ealth of the 
USSR can be opened up to th e ir  
cap ita lis t exp lo ita tion .

W H Y  T H E  F L E A  FOR 
T H E  W E S TE R N  FR O N T

W hy then, i f  i t  fa ils  to solve 
the cruc ia l problem ofi competent 
m il ita ry  leadeish ip o f the armen 
forces and of the m ob iliza tion  of 
the European masses on behalf 
of defense of Ihe USSR, do tbe 
S ta lin is ts  pu t fo rw ard  tbe cry 
fo r tbe “ western fro n t”  as the 
on ly  salvation fo r  the workers 
state?

Because it  d ive rts  a tten tion  
away from  the bankruptcy of S ta l­
in ism  and its  respons ib ility  fo r 
tbe defeat suffered by tbe Soviet 
Union. Because i t  can be used as 
a panacea and to calm  and soothe 

(Continued on page 3)

Cannon N.Y.’s 
Candidate 
Against War
Running for Mayor 
On Trotsky Program 
Against W ar, Fascism

Only one political party now 
remains on the ballot in the 
New York C ity mayoralty elec­
tion in genuine opposition to 
imperialist war — that is the 
TROTSKYIST A N TI - W AR 
PARTY (ballot name o f the 
Socialist Workers Party). The 
Republican party and the 
Democratic party are indistin­
guishable as instruments of 
W all Street. The only quarrel 
between O’Dwyer and LaGuar- 
dia is which can best demon­
strate his support of Wall 
Street’s imperialist war aims 
and thus ga in the coveted plum s 
of office.

O ther stories on the New Y ork  
E lection Campaign, LaG uard ia, 
O ’Dw yer, etc., w i l l  be found on 
pages 4 and 5 o f th is  issue.

Both the Am erican Labo r P a r­
ty  and the Com m unist P a rty  have 
added another be traya l o f the 
w o rk in g  class to th e ir  a lready ! 
long lis t  by suppo rting  W a ll 
S tree t’s candidate, LaG uard ia. 
The o ther groups who c la im  to 
have a “ soc ia lis t”  p rogram  rep­
resent no th ing  bu t d iffe re n t ed­
dies o f the p o lit ic a lly  ba nkru p t 
pe tty-bourgeois ie , one p a c ifis t, 
the o ther an ti-S ovie t.

The cam paign o f the T R O T ­
S K Y IS T  A N T I-W A R  P A R T Y  
has been conducted under the 
grea test d ifficu ltie s . Besides the 
lim ita tio n s  i m p o s e  d by  the 
sm all size o f the p a r ty  and its  
treasu ry , the p a rty  suffered the 
absence o f its  candidate, JA M E S  
P. C A N N O N , who has had to go 
on t r ia l  in  M inneapolis to  face ' 
the governm ent’s “ seditious con­
sp iracy”  charges along w ith  27 
o ther leaders o f the  Socialist 

(Continued on Page 4)

Planning in 
Buffalo

B U F F A L O  —  A  typ ica l ex­
ample o f c a p ita lis t post-w ar 
p lann ing is  be ing exhib ited 
here.

T h is  c ity  is booming because 
o f the w ar program . T hou­
sands o f w orkers have been 
enticed here ‘to  do th e ir  b i t ’ 
in  the  a irc ra ft,  steel, arm s, 
etc., industries th a t arc ex­
panding a t a tremendous pace 
—  a t governm ent expense, o f 
course.

Just as a lot o f workers are 
w o rry in g  about w h a t is go ing 
to  happen “ a fte r  i t ’s over”  so 
are the  local bloodhounds in  
the fo rm  o f landlords, depa rt­
m ent store owners, etc., and 
the  in d u s tr ia lis ts  who are r id ­
in g  h igh and handsome a t 
present. A s ye t the w orkers 
are no t ta k in g  any steps to 
meet the  problem , bu t the 
p ro fit-m a ke rs  arc.

The B u ffa lo  Board o f Su­
pervisors, who have charge o f 
the re lie f w o rk  here, are spon­
soring a b ill in  the New Y ork  
Leg is la tu re  to make i t  im pos­
sible to  receive aid in  New 
Y o rk  S tate unless a w o rke r 
has 5 years o f residence in it .  
T h is  means tit a t when the 
boom is over, thousands o f 
w orkers w i l l  be unable to  ob­
ta in  re lie f here.

Who says the boss class 
can’t  look ahead?

D efen se  Asserts  
Legal R ight T o  
A d v o c a te  Ideas
Will Give Complete Picture of Principles 
And Activities of Socialist Workers Party 
In Answer to Charge of 'Conspiracy'

M IN N E A P O L IS , M in n ., O ct. 2 8  (B y  W ire ) .  —  
A lb e rt G o ldm an , defense counse l and d e fe nd a n t, be­
gan the  o pen ing  statem ent o f  tbe  defense la te  th is  
if te rn o o n , the  second day o f  the  fe d e ra l gove rn ­
m ent’ s ‘ sed itious consp iracy ’ case aaginst 2 8  m em ­
bers o f  the  S oc ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a rty  and M o to r T ra n s ­
p o rt and A llie d  W o rke rs  In d u s tr ia l U n io n , Loca l 544 - 
CIO.

F o llo w in g  im m e d ia te ly  a fte r  the  tw o - lio u r open­
in g  sta tem ent f o r  the  p ro secu tio n  by U n ite d  States 
D is tr ic t  A tto rn e y  V ic to r  E. A nde rson , G o ldm an ’ s ad­
dress to  ju r y  was a m a s te r fu l answer to  the  govern-
ments attempted frame-up.

To the prosecution’s attempt to paint the program, struc­
ture and activities of the Socialist Workers Party as a "con­
spiracy” , Goldman replied by promising the ju ry  that before 
the tria l is over, the jurors w ill get a complete picture of the 
philosophy and activities of the revolutionary anti-war party.

W ith  g r im  hum or, Goldman 
contrasted the com ic-opera “ con­
sp iracy”  p ic tu re  presented by the 
prosecution w ith  the actua l s it ­
ua tion , in  w h ich  the Socia list

Breitman SWP 
Candidate In 
New Jersey
Has Only Anti-War 
Program On Nov. 4 
Assembly Elections

NEW ARK, N. J., Oct. 28.— 
There are 57 candidates on the 
ballot in Essex County, seeking 
election to 13 state offices and 
7 county offices. Of these 57 
candidates, only one has used 
the campaign to speak up 
against the war. That candi­
date is George Breitman. So­
cialist Workers Party candidate 
for election to the state General 
Assembly.

The Democratic and Repub­
lican machines have spoken only 
about m in o r and com para tive ly  
u n im p o rta n t issues. To lis te n  to 
them one would th in k  th a t there 
is no such th in g  as an im p e ria l­
is t w a r go ing on, o r a t any ra te  
th a t i t  is o f no significance to 
the w orkers  o f New  Jersey.

The Com m unist P a r ty  candi­
date fo r  General Assem bly, L a w ­
rence M ahan, who campaigned 
fo r  election to the C ity  Com m is­
sion la s t s'pring as an a n ti-w a r 
candidate, is now h y s te ric a lly  de­
m anding Am erican e n try  in to  the 
w a r and pleading w ith  the  w o rk ­
ers no t to  go on s tr ik e  to im prove 
th e ir  conditions.

The T ro ts k y is t cam paign alone 
has been carried on as p a r t  o f tbe 
s trugg le  aga ins t the w a r. E lec­
tion  m a te ria l issued by the So­
c ia lis t W orkers  P a r ty  has ex­
plained w h y  the governm ent is 
headed fo r  w a r, and how in  the 
process i t  is com m itted  to' a 
drive  to suppress the voice o f the 
a n ti-w a r f ig h te rs  and m il ita n t  
un ion ists.

B re itm a n ’s cam paign has also 
been so conducted th a t the vote 
cast by  w orkers  fo r  h im  w i l l  be 
an ind ica tion  o f th e ir  opposition 

(Continued on page 3)

W orkers P a rty  is d a ily  engaged 
in reaching and t ry in g  to  con­
vince as m any people as possible 
w ith  the p a r ty ’s p rogram  and 
t ry in g  to re c ru it  as m any w o rk ­
ers as possible in to  the o rgan iza­
tion.

“ F a r from  denying the revo lu ­
tio n a ry  na ture  o f our views,”  
Goldman assured the ju ry , “ we 
are go ing to  exp la in  those views 
to  you and our r ig h t  to propagate 
those views under the B i l l  o f 
R ights.”

Goldman had spoken less than 
an hour when cou rt was ad jo u rn ­
ed. He w ill continue w ith  the 
s ta tem ent fo r  the defense tom or­
row  m orn ing .

The governm ent’s case is in re ­
a lity  an a ttack  aga inst a cen tury 
o f soc ia lis t ideas.

T h a t was made p la in  th is  a f te r ­
noon when D is tr ic t  A tto rn e y  A n ­
derson made his opening s ta te ­
m ent o f the governm ent’s case, 
im m ed ia te ly  a f te r  selection o f the 
ju ry  had been completed.

T H E  G O V E R N M E N T ’S C A S E
A nderson’s speech was a braz­

en ly  f ra n k  sta tem ent th a t the 
governm ent is p rosecuting no t 
“ ove rt acts” , b u t the p rogram  o f 
the S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  and 
the ideas o f M arx , Len in  and 
T ro tsky .

P reviously . A tto rn e y  - General 
A n th ony  B iddle had claim ed, in  
re p ly  to a pro test by the A m e r­
ican C iv il L ib e rtie s  aga inst the 
prosecution, th a t the t r ia l  would 
not be directed aga inst the ideas 
o f the defendants b u t aga inst 
“ ove rt acts”  w h ich  the govern­
m ent would disclose d u rin g  the 
tr ia l.

“ The ve ry  p rogram  o f the So­
c ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  is a v io la ­
tion  o f the s ta tu tes,”  said A nd e r­
son, m aking  i t  c lear th a t the p ro ­
secution was d iscard ing the mask 
i t  had used to  w a rd  o f f  c r it ic is m  
p r io r  to the t r ia l .

Anderson began by asse rting  
th a t the governm ent did no t fee l 
th a t p ro o f o f o ve rt acts was ne­
cessary fo r  conviction.

“ I t  is  the position  o f the gov­
ernm ent in  th is  case,”  said A n ­
derson, “ th a t p ro o f o f ove rt acts 
is no t required and th a t the con­
sp iracy in its e lf  is u n la w fu l.”

The “ conspiracy” , i t  tu rned  out, 
consisted o f organized propaga­
tion  of the ideas of the Socia list 
W orkers  P a rty . Anderson spent 

(Continued on page 2)



Tria l  Of The 28  Opens
Defense Asserts 
Legal Rights to 
Advocate Ideas

(Continued from  page 1)
most o f his two hours in describ­
in g  in  d is to rted  te rm s the p ro ­
g ram  and s tru c tu re  o f the p a rty .

M A R X , EN G E LS . L E N IN  A N D  
T R O TS K Y  ON T R IA L  TOO 

He summed up th a t p rogram  
as “ do ing in A m erica  w h a t was 
done by Len in  and T ro ts k y  in 
Russia in October, 1917.”

Before he was th rough , A nd e r­
son had added to the defendants 
no t on ly Lenin and T ro tsky , but 
also M a rx  and Engels.

“ I mentioned to  you Lenin and 
T ro ts k y ,”  Anderson declared. 
“ But th is  philosophy and theology 
(s ic ) o f the Socialist W orkers 
P a rty  also has a fu r th e r  founda­
tion . T h a t was the w r itin g s  and 
teachings o f K a r l M arx . I t  is 
go ing to  be the plan o f the gov­
ernm ent in th is  case to  show th a t 
Lenin and T ro tsky  based th e ir 
ph ilosophy on the M a rx is t ph ilo ­
sophy. N o t on ly were these de­
fendants T ro tsky ites , but. th e ir  
basic be lie f is  based on M arx, so 
they are M a rx is ts .”

“ T h is  p a rty ,”  said Anderson, 
“ is like  the Bolshevik p a rty  in 
Russia in 1917.”

A t  one po in t Anderson made 
an am using s lip  o f the tongue, re- 
fe r in g  to  “ the defendant, Leon 
T ro ts k y .”  In  his own m ind he 
had T ro tsky , Lenin, M a rx  and 
Engels up before the Judge’s 
bench.

DRAGS IN  A L L  OF 
P A R T Y ’S A C T IV IT IE S

There was scarcely a sing le  as­
pect o f the p a r ty ’s ac tiv itie s  
which Anderson did no t b ring  in to 
the t r ia l  as a “ c rim e” : the p a r ty ’s 
class s trugg le  trade  union po licy 
w h ich  urges reliance on mass ac­
tion  ra th e r than on a rb itra t io n ; 
the a ttem pts  o f the p a rty  to  save 
Leon T ro ts k y  fro m  being assas­
s inated; the p a r ty ’s agreem ent 
w ith  the ideas and p rinc ip les o f 
the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l; the p a r­
t y ’s advocacy o f m il ita ry  tra in in g  
fo r  w orkers under con tro l o f the 
trade unions and financed by the 
governm ent; the p a r ty ’s po licy  of

defense o f the Soviet Union 
aga inst im p e ria lis t a ttack, etc.

G O V E R N M E N T ’S
S T R A T E G Y

Summed up, A nderson’s open­
ing  sta tem ent reveals the govern­
m en t’s s tra teg y  in th is  case:

1. The socia lis t philosophy and 
p rinc ip les  o f the pa rty  are being 
prosecuted, not alleged “ overt 
acts” .

2. The predictions o f M arx , E n ­
gels, Lenin and T ro tsky  —  f u l f i l l ­
ed in the Russian Revolution, in 
Spain, etc. —  that, the  cap ita lis t 
m in o rity  w ill use violence against 
the revo lu tiona ry  m a jo rity  o f the 
people is being perverted by the 
governm ent in to  a d u ftr in e  o f ad­
vocacy o f violence by a m in o rity  
against a m a jo r ity .

3. The te rm  “ conspiracy”  tu rns  
out to  be m ere ly a fr ig h te n in g  
word used by the governm ent to 
describe the banding together o f 
workers in  the S oc ia lis t W orkers 
P a rty  to  propagate th e ir  revo lu ­
tion a ry  ideas to  the  w o rk ing  class 
and the public.

In  short, the Roosevelt adm in­
is tra tio n  is in  th is  case m aking 
a fro n ta l a ttack  upon the B il l  o f 
R ights. I t  is a tte m p tin g  to  o u t­
law' free  speech, free  press and 
free  assembly fo r  a ll advocates o f 
socialism  and the class s trugg le  
and a ll opponents o f the im peria l- 

I is t w ar.

NO T R A D E  U N IO N IS T  
C A L L E D  IN  JU R Y  P A N E L

Selection o f the ju r y  was com ­
pleted th is  m orn ing . In  the whole 
panel o f 35 examined, no t a s in ­
gle person tu rned  up who is or 
ever was a member o f a trade 
union.

A f te r  selection o f the ju r y  had 
been completed, Judge M atthew  
M. Joyce ru led th a t the leng th  o f 
the t r ia l  necessitated turn a lte r ­
nate ju ro rs  and they  were chosen.

The ju r y  chosen consists o f a 
bank executive; a g ra in  elevator 
ow ner; a lum ber company sales 
m anager; the owner o f a weekly 
newspaper; a housew ife; a sm all 
tow n p lum ber; a hardw are c le rk ; 
a general store ow ner; a general 
store c le rk ; a fa rm e r; a fa rm  la ­
borer; and a fo rm e r garage ow n­
er. A lte rn a tes  are a reg istered 
nurse and an ad ve rtis ing  woman.

Felix Morrow
group of prospective ju ro rs  who 
were examined today.

T h is  reactionary  s itua tion  was 
guaranteed in  advance b-y the 
method of selecting the ju ry  pa­
nel. T h is  panel is not chosen at 
random, but is hand-picked by 
triends and acquaintances o f the 
ju ry  commissioner and the court 
c le rk, who are en titled  to w r ite  
to anyone they please asking for 
names of people they know whom 
they th in k  should be on the ju ry  

I panel! (The method of selecting 
the ju ry  panel is described in  de­
ta il on th is  page o f th is  issue).

To pick a ju ry  from  th a t k ind  
i of a ju ry  panel would be bad 
! enough fo r the defendants. But 
that, the defendants and th e ir  a t­
torneys discovered in  the cou rt­
room today, is on ly the beginning 
of a system w hich weighs the 
scales heavily in  favor of the 
prosecution.

When Federal Judge M atthew 
■ M. Joyce had completed his ques- 
I tio n in g  of the firs t twelve pros- 
i pective ju ro rs  whom lie accepted.

defense a tto rney A lb e rt Goldman 
arose to ask them questions on 
behalf of the defense. He was 
stopped by Judge Joyce who 
stated:

"That is not the practice in  
th is  ledeval d is tr ic t."

Defense counsel were thus left, 
w ith  one method of a ttem pting 
■o have the ju ro rs  questioned 
fu rth e r — subm itting  questions' 
to the judge, to whom is reserved 
the r ig h t  to deride which of such 
questions he would or would not 
put to the prospective ju ro rs . Most 
of the questions which the de­
fense wanted to ask o f ju rors, 
the judge refused to ask.
(A list of some of these questions 
rejected by the judge appears on 
page 3 of th is issue).

One would have Had to be in  
the courtroom  today to realize to 
the fu ll the handicap to the de­
fense of tlie  method of lim it in g  
to the judge alone the question­
ing of prospective ju rors . Prob­
in g  questions by defense counsel 
can oiton b ring  to the open the 
hidden but fixed prejudices o f a 
prospective ju ro r  against the la ­
bor movement. But w it l i the judge 
alone asking the questions, i t  is 
a foregone conclusion tha t the 
prospective ju ro r  w ill give per­
functo ry  answers.

The judge says to a prospective 
ju ro r :  “ You w il l  give these de­
fendants a fa ir  t r ia l despite your 
disagreement w ith  th e ir  views'.'" 
What does not appear in  the w r it ­
ten record is tha t under thisisys- 
t.em of questioning by the judge 
alone his position of au tho rity  
tends to make the prospective 
ju ro r  feel tha t an a ffirm a tive  
answer is expected of him .

A L L O W E D  O N L Y  T E N
Typica l of w hat happens under 

th is  system of ju d ic ia l procedure 
is the example of the man. now 
c ity  councilm an in  a Minnesota 
c ity  and. according to his t.esti-

T r ia l  S ide l ights
The First Day In The Court Room

M IN N E A P O L IS , Oct. 27. —  | 
You can’t  say the bosses don’t  | 
try .

Robert L . Nash, investm ent j 
b roker and scion o f a w ea lthy  
M inneapo lis fa m ily  made a v a li­
an t a ttem p t to w in  a place fo r  ! 
h im se lf on the  ju ry .

He was qu ick to  te ll the cou rt 
tha t he wasn’t  a t a ll prejudiced 
and would he sure to de live r a j 
fa i r  verd ic t. O nly a fte r  a long 
series o f questions did he make 
the admissions th a t he had serv­
ed as a special f in k  deputy du ring  
tire 1934 d rive rs  s tr ik e  and th a t 
he had “ always tho ugh t o f the 
leaders o f 544 as advocates o f 
com m unism .”

Nash also coyly  adm itted  tha t 
he was an o ffice r o f the Nash- 
F inch Co., a na tiona l f irm  o f

Grace Carlson
mony. previously fo r  s ix  years a 
deputy s h e riff and cop. Scarcely 
pile to serve on a ju ry  t ry in g  m il­
itant. trade union leaders who had 
led picket lines ip  battles to de­
fend themselves against sheriffs  
and cops!

Yet lie answered a ll the fo rm al 
questions about possible prejudice 
on his pa rt to the satisfaction of 
the .judge, who accepted the ex- 
cop as a ju ro r.

The defense counsel could get 
tha t ex-cop o ff the ju ry  on ly  by 
exercising one of its  ten peremp­
to ry  challenges. As one would 
expect under such a system, the 
ten perem ptory challenges of the 
defense were exhausted long be­
fore the ju ry  was completed. From 
then on the defense was com pel­
led to accept a ll other ju ro rs  
whom tlie  judge would not dismiss 
fo r cause.

From  th is  system of ju d ic ia l

questioning there developed one 
p a rtic u la r ly  crass absurd ity. The 
judge questioned each defendant: | 

Q: A re you opposed to com­
munism?

A: Yes.
Q: Do you know  any th ing  about 

(lie princip les o f communism?
A : No.
Only one prospective ju ro r  

sa id : “ I  am opposed to  com­
munism so fa r  as I understand 
it . ”  A l l  the rest, led along th is  
line  o f questioning, were in the 
position o f being opposed to  
som ething they said they knew 
no th ing  abou t!
By the end of Hie day most of 

th e 'ju r y  had been chosen. Judge 
Joyce sped the task along, keep­
ing court in  session well beyond 
the usual four-hours per day. The 
m orn ing session lasted from  10 to 
12:30. the afternoon session from  
2 to r>. m aking a to ta l of fi\ e and 
a h a lf hours fo r the very first 
dav of th is  tr ia l.

wholesale grocers who hav.e 
fo u g h t the un ion m o v e m e n t 
th roughou t the northw est.

Nash was excused b u t on ly 
a fte r  he f in a lly  b lu rted  out, “ I 
doubt it ,”  to a question about 
w hether o r no t he could be ab­
so lu te ly  im p a rtia l.

>}s *

O f the 29 talesmen called up so 
fa r  as prospective ju ro rs , there 
wasn’t  a s ing le  in d u s tr ia l w o rk ­
er and o f course, no trade un ion­
ists at a ll. And th is  in  a c ity  
which is the in d u s tr ia l heart of 
the northwest.

O nly 7 o f  the f i r s t  day’s ta les­
men came fro m  the T w in  C ities. 
The rest a ll were from  the ru ra l 
sections o f the state.

To make up fo r  tha t, there 
were tw o  bankers, one investm ent 
broker, e igh t m erchants and bus i­
ness men, one newspaper pub lish ­
er, tw o  executives o f la rge M in ­
nesota corpora tions, a d ra ft  board 
o ffic ia l, a jus tice  o f the peace and 
a fo rm e r deputy s h e riff.

*  *  J-:

The case o f the d ra ft  hoard o f­
fic ia l was en ligh ten ing . Th is im ­
p a rtia l gentlem en ' is the C h ief 
C lerk o f h is coun ty ’s Selective 
Service Board, serving at fu ll-tim e  
salary. P rio r to tha t appointm ent, 
he had served fo r  12 years as 
the county T reasu rer and before 
th a t, as the deputy T reasu rer fo r  
e igh t years.

I t  took a m otion by the defense 
to  e lim inate  h im  ¿is a ju ro r , since 
the D ra ft  Board o ffic ia l saw no 
reason w hy he couldn’ t  be im ­
p a rtia l.

s*r r«s

Some o ffic ia l made a s lip  some­
where and the name o f a fo rm er 
“ hard rock”  m iner. Jacob B. V o ll- 
brecht, was included in the panel.

Judge Joyce excused M r. V o ll-

MINNEAPOLIS, Oct. 27. — Before this, the first day. of 
the famous Minneapolis “sedition” tria l was over, it was clear to 
any honest observer in the courtroom that the scales of the blind 
goddess Justice were weighted heavily against the 28 defend­
ants.

Great issues were at stake in the little  federal courtroom 
crowded with the 28 defendants and prospective jurors. The 
federal government's attempt to railroad to long prison terms 
the leaders of the Socialist Workers Party and Local 544-CIO 
is an attack on the fundamental*'

summed up in  the fac t th a t a t 
the end o f the day 29 prospec­
tive  ju ro rs  had been examined, 
and NO T O N E  OF T H E M  IS 
OR H A S  E V E R  B E E N  A 
M E M B E R  OF A  T R A D E  
U N IO N !

Y e t ou t o f them the bu lk  o f 
the  ju ry  is already chosen
To understand the fu l l  mean­

ing  o f th is  s ta rk  fact, one must 
also realize tha t th is  t r ia l is ta k ­
ing  place in  M inneapolis, one of 
t lie  best-organized cities in  the 
country. I ts  tw in  c ity . St. Paul, 
is also well-organized. There are 
hundreds of thousands of trade 
un ion is ts  in the federal d is tr ic t 
from  which the panel fo r the ju ry  
was draw n w ith  ostensible im par­
t ia l ity .  Not one of these trade un­
ion is ts  found his way in to  the

How The Jury Panel Was Selected
Or "How They Kept Unionists Off The Minneapolis Jury”

M INNEAPOLIS — The method of drawing the panel from 
which the tria l ju ry  is finally selected is of the greatest impor­
tance in determining the composition of the twelve persons who 
w ill decide the question of the guilt or innocence of the defend­
ants. The names of some sixty or seventy persons have been 
drawn out of a box and these persons have appeared in court

to be questioned as to th e ir  qua li­
fications to ser e as ju ro rs  in  tlie

rig h ts  of the entire  labor move­
ment.

And before the firs t day was over 
i t  was p a in fu lly  apparent tha t 
these great issues were not going 
to be decided fa ir ly . T lie u ltra - 
reactionary method of selecting 
the panel of prospective ju ro rs , 
the ban on p e rm ittin g  defense 
counsel to examine prospective 
ju ro rs , tlie  judge's refusal to put 
to these candidates many ques­
tions w h ich defense counsel w ish­
ed to have them answer, and, last 
bu t not least, the ju d ic ia ry ’s 
method of exam in ing prospective 
ju ro rs  — these were the g la rin g ly  
u n fa ir  procedures which gave the 
Departm ent of Justice a big head­
s ta rt against the tabor defendants.

NO  U N IO N  M A N  IN  P A N E L  
The whole business can he

How fro Become A 
Fine Genfrieman

A n Oct. 23 Associated Press 
dispatch from  W ashington on 
developments in the moves to 
pass the “ arm  the ships”  leg is­
la tion , to ld  how.

“ Senator Connally,”  it  said, 
“ re fe rred  to  Senator W hite. 
Republican, o f Maine, one o f 
the uncom m itted members of 
the  F ore ign  Relations group 
(Senate C om m ittee), as ‘a fine 
gentlem an.’ A ltho ug h  he re ­
fused to  elaborate, the re fe r­
ence was genera lly  in te rpre ted 
as m e a n i n g  tha t Senator 
W h i t e  would support an 
amendment broadening t h e  
armed ship leg is la tion . I f  he 
did, the m in im um  com m ittee 
vote fo r  the proposal would be 
12 to  11.”

M inneapolis "sed ition " tr ia l.
The in te resting  th ing , however, 

is to learn how the names were 
selected that were put in to  the 
box from  which these s ix ty  or 
seventy are drawn.

The cle rk of th is  federal court 
and tlie  ju ry  commissioner, are 
each required hv tlie  federal pro­
cedure practiced here, to place in 
the box one hundred and f if ty  
names of persons they deem 
qualified as ju rors.

However, they do not p ick these 
names at random but, according 
to the statement of the c le rk h im ­
self. he and the ju ry  commis­
sioner w r ite  to various offic ia ls 
of the counties throughout the 
state asking them fo r names of 
persons fo r the panel. These of­
ficia ls are county auditors, judges, 
clerks o f court, etc. Upon receiv­
ing  from  them suggested names, 
the c le rk and tlie  ju ry  commis­
sioner then m ail a questionnaire 
to each, of these persons asking 
th e ir  occupation, age, citizenship.

whether they have ever been con­
victed o f a d im e , etc. These 
questionnaires and answers are 
then filed away fo r use du ring  
fo rthcom ing terms of court.

In  September of th is  year th e 1 
court ordered tha t a panel o f one 
hundred and f if ty  names be drawn 
from  the second and fou rth  d iv i- . 
sions of Minnesota fo r use at 1
th is  term  of court at which the 
M inneapolis “ sed ition" case was 
to be tried. The judge lias the 
power to fix  the te r r ito ry  from  
which the panel shall be drawn. 
The fou rth  d iv is ion  of Minnesota 
includes tlie  C ity  of M inneapolis. 
Upon rece iv ing the judge's re­
quest, the c le rk —  and presum­
ably tlie  ju ry  commissioner did 
tile  same — went th rough the 
questionnaires fo r each of tlie  33 
counties com pris ing the second 
and fo u rth  d iv is ion  and selected 
fou r persons from  each county 
whom he considered a represent­
ative cross section of the popula­
tion.^ These were generally a cou­
ple o: merchants, a banker, a 
salesman or broker and occasion­
a lly  a fanner or m echanic."Then 

• he th rew  in  eighteen more names 
of people res id ing in  Hennepin 
County, using the same k ind of 
“ cross section”  o f the population

as in  t lie  case of the firs t 132 
names selected.

In  th is  m anner the three hun­
dred o r more names placed in 
the box by the c le rk  and' ju ry  
commissioner were determ ined 
and out of these were drawn the 
names of persons summoned fo r 
ju ry  service in th is  case.

The real m eaning of th is  m an­
ner of d raw ing  the ju ry  panel

Twin Cifry Sunday 
Forum

E very Sunday - 3 P. M.

10c : :  Refreshments 
Prominent Speakers

(The fo rum s w i l l  be held reg ­
u la r ly  every Sunday, ra in  o r 
shine, a t 3 P. M. th roughou t 
the season.)

•
919 M arque tte  Avenue 

M inneapolis, M inn.

can on ly  be appreciated by seeing 
the parade of ju ro rs  through the 
j.ury l*ox: w ife  of a cou rt house 
ja n ito r, garage owner, merchant, 
banker, c lerk, purchasing agent, 
salesman, hardw are store owner, 
general merchandize store owner, 
c le rk of selective service bureau, 
farm er, store owner, insurance 
broker, sales-manager, banker, re­
ta il store owner, etc., etc. E very­
th in g  — except members of trade 
unions!

b rech t from  service because of 
the g rea t amount o f w ork he had 
to  do a t home.

Some o f the defendants have 
sat th rough  another t r ia l  in  the 
same courtroom  and w ith  the 
same judge. T h a t was the fam ous 
W P A  tr ia l,  in  which the govern­
m ent succeeded in  conv ic ting  the 
leaders of the m ilita n t s tr ike  
w h ich took place here in  the sum­
m er o f 1939.

* * *

The veterans o f the W P A  t r ia l
recalled the rem ark o f one o f the 
women involved in th a t tr ia l,  who 
pointed out th a t even the f la g  in 
the courtroom  was fram ed.

The governm ent has made 
m any changes since then. One 
o f them was to ca rt away the 
fram ed f la g  and to replace i t  
w ith  one suspended fro m  a pole.

* * *

In  response to  a request by A l­
bert Goldman, defense attorney, 
Judge Joyce asked the prospec­
tive  ju ro rs  to w h a t p o lit ic a l pa r­
ties they wore a ffilia te d . Six said 
they were Republicans, tw o were 
Dem ocrats and tw o  did no t have 
any a ffilia tio n s .

F o r the in fo rm a tio n  o f our 
readers, th is  t r ia l  is no t ta k in g  
place in  Verm ont, but in  M inne­
sota, where fo r  m any years, a t 
least 50% o f the vo te rs have been 
F a rm er-Laborites  and Democrats. 

* * *

The M inneapo lis newspapers 
spoke o f the “ sober faced defend­
ants” .

I t  was our im pression th a t tJic 
defendants showed a lo t more life  
and s p ir it  than did the glum  look­
in g  governm ent prosecutors.

*  * *

A  typ ica l case il lu s tra t in g  the 
con tro l exerted over the ju ry  by 
the governm ent prosecution is 
th a t o f B asil E. B ry a n t o f B u f­
falo, W r ig h t County.

M r. B ry a n t is an e lec tric ian ’', 
he lper who fo rm e rly  was a mech­
anic and b u tte r m aker. He does 
no t take the da ily  newspaper, 
“ heard som eth ing about the case 
on a news broadcast,”  helped an 
o ffice r to make an a rre s t once, 
md wishes the D ra ft  La w  had 

! been passed ea rlie r. C e rta in ly  
one would expect h im  to be a 

| good governm ent ju ro r . B u t no, 
they take no risks . M r. B rya n t 
O NCE JO IN E D  A  U N IO N  
W H IC H  W A S  O R G A N IZ E D  IN  
A N  A T T E M P T  TO G ET L I ­
C E N S IN G  OF E L E C T R IC A L  
W O R K ! The prosecution p e r­
e m p to rily  s truck  his name from  
the lis t!

C A M P A IG N  USES 
OF T H E  M IL IT A N T

Local New York, which has 
succeeded in  having the name of 
Comrade Cannon placed on the 
ba llo t by pe tition  in t lie  present 
m ayora lty  elections, has planned 
a special election ed ition  of the 
paper. 20,000 copies of T H E  M IL  
TTANT w ill he cirenla ted among 
the -workers of New York in the

Defending Leningrad

• ÜÉ f j j  % É Ë é

m i t
m ;  A t 
X- m -  - 'M M

Soviet workers, like  these Leningrad m ela l w orkers shown 
d u llin g  fo r  armed defense o f the Soviet Union, are forbidden 
to discuss the problems o f (he w ar by the K re m lin  bureau­
cracy, which fears, above a ll, th a t they m ay ta lk  about S ta lin ’s 
respons ib ility  fo r  the Soviet defeats.

few 'lays rem atn ing before p o ll­
ing  day.

Here is an excellent way of 
do ing two im p o rta n t jobs a t once: 
acqua inting Hi workers of the 
c ity  w ith  the program  and p la t­
form  of the pa rty  and at the same 
tim e in tro du c ing  them to the pa r­
ty  press. In  such ways does our 
press begin to realize its  func tion  
as mass ag ita to r and organizer 
fo r  tlie  movement.

The issuance of T H E  M IL IT ­
A N T  campaign issue w il l  c lim ax 
the splendid w ork  the New York 
Local has done in c ircu la riz in g  
the c ity  w ith  campaign m aterials 
in  t lie  last few weeks. In  a ll. 
more than ton,000 pieces of p r in t­
ed propaganda have found t l ie lr  
way in to  the hands of people in ­
terested in  po litica l m atters and 
aroused by Hie local campaign.

R E S U LTS  O F T H E  
C H IC A G O  C O N F E R E N C E

It  is g ra tify in g  to notice ho.v 
many of the branches proceeded, 
a fte r the re tu rn  o f th e ir  dele­
gates from  the Chicago confer­
ence, to discuss seriously w ith in  
th e ir  executive committees and 
w ith  ih e ir  membership the m at­
te r of extending tlie  in fluence of 
the pa rty  press.

M inneapolis, fo r instance, dis­
cussed tlie  hand ling  of lite ra tu re  
in detail and directed a special 
sub-committee to take up specific 
phases of t lie  problem.

In M inneapolis, as almost 
everywhere, the m ain problem 
seems to be the in vo lv ing  o f con­
s tan tly  la rger numbers of the 
members in  th is  im portan t party  
work. I t  may he Jim m ie H igg ins 
w ork, bu t i t ’s J im m ie  H igg ins 
w ork tha t rea lly  makes the party .



Rejected Questions 
Of Defense To Jury
Queries Thai Would Have Ferreted Out Political Prejudices 
Of Jurors Were Ruled Out by Judge Joyce As Trial Opened

Albert Goldman: Defendant 
And Counsel For Defense

James P. Cannon
tha t some o f the defendants pa r­
tic ipa ted in the o rgan iza tion  o f 
the Union Defense Guard, the

MINNEAPOLIS, Oct. 27. — Mere are some of the ques­
tions which defense counsel in the Minneapolis sedition tria l 
asked Federal Judge Matthew M. Joyce to put to prospective 
jurors — and which the judge refused to ask of these men and 
women who w ill have it in their power to convict the labor 
defendants and rentier them liable to sentences of up to sixteen 
years each:

1. I f  the evidence should show 
th a t some o f the defendants fa ­
vored the idea th a t com pulsory 
m il ita ry  tra in in g  o f trade union 
members should he under the con­
t ro l o f the trade unions, would 
th a t in any w ay pre judice you 
aga inst them  ?

2. I f  the evidence should show 
th a t some o f the defendants ex­
pressed the idea tha t the m a jo rity  
o f the officers o f the arm y are 
hostile  to  the trade union move­
ment and act in an au tocratic  and 
abusive manner to the soldiers, 
would that, in  any way prejudice 
you aga inst the defendants?

3. I f  the evidence should fu r ­
the r show that, some o f the de­
fendants expressed the view that 
the h igher officers of the French 
arm y, closely connected w ith  the 
w e a lth ie r classes, betrayed the 
in te rests o f the soldiers, would 
th a t in any way pre judice you 
against them ?

4. I f  the evidence should show 
th a t the defendants expressed the 
be lie f th a t the officers o f the A m ­
erican a rm y were also connected 
w ith  the w e a lth ie r class o f th is  
cou n try  and in a s im ila r  s itua tion  
would act as the French officers 
did, would th a t pre jud ice you 
against them?

5. I f  the evidence should show 
that the defendants favo r the idea I 
o f t ra in in g  o ffice rs  under trade 
un ion con tro l in  order to  obtain 
such officers as would be sym pa­
th e tic  to  the in te rests  o f o rgan ­
ized labor and to  the masses of 
the A m erican people, would tha t 
pre jud ice you aga inst them?

G. I f  the evidence should show 
th a t some cl' the defendants are 
o f the opin ion and make the p re ­
d ic tion  th a t i f  the m a jo r ity  o f the 
people o f th is  cou n try  w i l l  w an t 
a change in  the social system the 
m in o r ity  led by b ig  financ ie rs  and, 
in d u s tr ia lis ts  w i l l  res is t the ma­
jo r i t y  w ith  violence to prevent 
such a change fro m  com ing about, 
would th a t pre jud ice you against 
the defendants?

7. I f  the evidence should fu r ­
the r show th a t some o f the de­
fendants, a lthough expressing the 
hope and desire th a t the m a jo rity  
o f the people w il l  be perm itted  
to  b r in g  about a peaceful change 
in the social system are, never­
theless, o f the op in ion tha t the, 
m in o r ity  organized by bankers 
and big  in d u s tr ia lis ts  w i l l  not 
p e rm it such a peaceful change 
and th a t the re fore  some violence I 
m ig h t fo llow , would th a t p re ju ­
dice you against them?

purpose o f which was to defend 
the union aga inst any a ttack  by 
any fasc is t o rgan iza tion  o r any 
a n ti- la b o r organ iza tion , would 
th a t a ffe c t you r ju dg m en t in th is  
case?

15. Do you believe in the r ig h t 
o f members o f a union to  o rgan­
ize and tra in  themselves fo r  the 
purpose o f defending the union 
ha ll, the union prope rty  and union 
m eetings, against possible phys­
ica l a ttack by forces hostile  to 
unionism , would tha t a ffec t your 
judgm ent ?

1G. I f  the evidence should show 
1 th a t in connection w ith  the Union 

Defense Guard a few  single-shot 
.22 ca libre ta rg e t r if le s  and a few 
ta rg e t pisto ls were purchased by 
some members o f the Union De­
fense Guard fo r  ta rg e t practice 
in order to be able to defend the 
union ha ll, p ro pe rty  and m eetings, 
aga inst physica l a tta ck  by a n t i­
labor groups, would th a t in any 
w ay pre judice you aga inst the de­
fendants ?

M IN N E A P O L IS , Oct. 27. — 
A  unique fea tu re  o f th is  M in ­
neapolis “ sed ition”  t r ia l is the 
role of A lb e rt Goldman.

H is scho larly face is a t the 
head o f the tab le o f defense 
counsel, and he o ften steps up 
to the judge ’s bench, side by 
side w ith  Special Assis tant U. 
S. A tto rn e y  General Henry A. 
Schwcinhaut, to  argue some 
po in t o r agree on some proce­
dure.

But A lb e rt Goldman also, at 
the beginning o f the tr ia l,  an­
swered the ro ll ca ll o f the 28 
defendants. He is one of the 
leaders o f (he Socia list W o rk ­
ers P a rty  who, together w ith  
the leaders o f Local 541-CIO, 
were indicted in  th is  case.

No cou rt attendant here 
could reca ll a federal case in 
which a man was both a mem­
ber o f defense counsel and a 
defendant. Labor h is lo rians 
do no t remember a s im ila r s it ­
uation in any o f the previous 
Am erican labor tr ia ls .

Counsel fo r  defense, in addi-

Records O f 28 Show 
Long Service To Labor
A Few Pertinent Details About Defendants Roosevelt 
Seeks to Jail for Opposition to Wa r and Union Loyalty

The twenty-eight men and women who went on tria l in 
.Minneapolis Iasi week to lace the federal government's charges 
o f "s e d itio u s  conspiracy" have long and honorable records in 

| ihe American labor movement.
THE M IL IT A N T  w ill soon begin a series of biographical 

sketches of the 28 defendants, telling in detail of their activities 
m the working class movement.

Meanwhile, we print below a list and a few pertinent de­
tails about each of the defendants whom the Roosevelt admin­
istration wants to send to ja il for their opposition to the war 
and tin- attempts to destroy the militancy and independence of 
the union movement.

( New *  ”

Albert Goldman

lio n  to Goldman, a re : M. .1. 

M ever o f Chicago; fo rm er 

Judge Ar t hu r  LeSeuer, G ilbe rt 

E. Carlson. David J. Shama 
and Sam D o lf o f M inneapolis.

No imperialist ‘Western Front' 
Will Save The Soviet Union

8. Have you ever read a n y th in g  
concern ing Leon T ro tsky?

9. I f  the evidence should show 
th a t some o f the defendants be­
lieved in  some o f the ideas ex­
pressed by Leon T ro tsky , would 
th a t in any w ay prejudice you 
aga inst them ?

10. I f  the evidence should show 
th a t some o f the defendants v is i­
ted Leon T ro ts k y  in Mexico, 
would th a t pre jud ice you against 
them ?

11. I f  the evidence should show 
th a t the  defendants approved o f 
the Russian R evolution o f N ov­
ember, 1917 and considered i t  to  
be o f great bene fit to the Russian 
people, would th a t pre jud ice you 
against them ?

12. W ould the fa c t th a t the | 
evidence m ay show th a t the de­
fendants are opposed to S ta lin ’s 
d ic ta to rsh ip  in  the Soviet U n ion 
a ffe c t y o u r judgm en t in th is  
case?

13. And i f  the evidence should 
fu r th e r  show th a t in spite o f th e ir  
opposition to  S ta lin ’s reg im e the 
defendants believe in  supporting  
the  Soviet U n ion in  the w ar 
aga inst H itle r , would th a t p re ju ­
dice you aga inst them?

* * *

14. I f  the evidence w i l l  show

IN LOS ANGELES
B u y  the F O U R T H  IN T E R N A ­
T IO N A L  a t:

S m ith ’s Consolidated News 
Stand 613% So. H i l l  S treet.

General News Stand 326 W . 
5th S treet.

Sam S m ith ’s News Stand 5th 
and M ain  Street.

(Continued f rom  pope 1) 
and confuse the masses who are
beginning to understand from  the
b itte r  re a lity  of events tha t S ta l­
in ism  is responsible fo r b rin g in g  
the Soviet Union to the b r in k  of 
catastrophe and tha t it is the
main in te rna l obstacle to the suc­
cessful defense of the workers 
si a to.

Because it lays the basis fo r a 
cap itu la tion  to H itle r  when a
“ western fro n t”  by tiie  im p e ria l­
ists does not m ateria lize, or. i f  
it does m ateria lize, lias no appre­
ciable effect cn the strugg le in 
Soviet te rr ito ry . Because i t  w il l 
enable S ta lin  to say tha t (lie fa i l­
ure of the “ dem ocratic”  im per­
ia lis ts  to save tile  Soviet Union 
made necessary a deal w ith  the 
fascist im peria lis ts .

A D M IS S IO N  OF 
B A N K R U P T C Y

B ut w h ile  (lie S ta lin is i plea fo r 
a ‘‘western fro n t'' as the only 
hope for the' Soviet Union is in ­
tended to cover up the bank­
rup tcy and treachery of the K rem ­
lin 's  policies leading up to the 
w ar and in the whole conduct 
of tiie  war, it  is at the same tim e 
a reun ion  and an ind ic tm ent of 
those policies.

F o r since the S ta lin is t bureauc­
racy came in to  power on the pro­
gram of “ socialism in one coun­
try .“ it lias iustified its  opposi­
tion to the extension of' (lie  w orld 
revo lu tion  on the ground tha t it 
could bu ild  and was bu ild ing  a 
“ self-suffic ient'' order. T iie  S ta lin ­
ists boasted about the “ in v in c i­
b i l i t y ”  of the lied  A rm y  at the 
same tim e that the monstrous 
purges they carried out in  the 
interests of perpe tuating th e ir  
own rule, beheaded and weakened 
the Red A rm y.

Now, in  the hour of greatest 
c ris is  fo r  the w orkers state, and 
in the face of irre fu ta b le  facts, 
th e ir  ju s tifica tio ns  and th e ir  
boasts are proven to be lies w h ich 
on ly lu lled  the masses in to  ac­
cepting th e ir  false policies and 
c r im in a l leadership.

Now, when i t  is almost too late, 
the S ta lin is ts  adm it th a t the So-

IN MEMORIAM
News has reached us o f the 

un tim e ly  death on October 21 
o f W illia m  H . M u rra y , m il i­
ta n t trade un ion is t and o rgan­
ize r fo r  the U n ited  Construc­
tion  W orkers  O rgan iz ing  Com­
m ittee, CIO. in  Seattle.

H is  death occurred in the 
line  o f du ty . The row boat in 
which he was approaching a 
barge which had gotten th ru  
an aquatic p icket line  on Lake 
U nion, overturned in  the fo g ­
bound w ate r. Police and union 
o ffic ia ls  pronounced his death 
accidental.

M il i ta n t  un ion ists who knew 
o f his devotion to the in te rests 
o f the w o rk in g  class and un­
employed w orkers acquainted 
w ith  his activ ties  in  the Unem ­
ployed C itizens League du rin g  
the depression, w i l l  m ourn his 
death as a genuine loss fo r  the 
whole labo r movement.

viet Union w ill he crushed unless 
aid comes from  the outside.

And to whom do they tu rn  fo r 
th is  aid to save the Soviet Un­
ion? Not to the masses of Europe 
and the w orld . Not to the revo lu­
tiona ry  streng th  o f the in te rna ­
tiona l w o rk ing  class. Not to the 
hundreds o f thousands o f pro- 
Soviet prisoners in S iberian con­
centra tion camps, experienced re­
vo lu tiona ry  leaders of the Red 
A rm y, Soviet in du s try  and a g ri­
cu ltu re  whose only “ crim e”  was 
that they critic ised or objected to 
the leac liona ry  policies of the 
K rem lin . No. they fear to issue 
a revo lu tiona ry  appeal to the 
masses because they do not wish 
to “ a lienate '' th e ir  m il ita ry  allies, 
t lie “ dem ocratic”  im peria lis ts  
who demand as the price of th e ir 
“ a id " tha t the S ta lin is ts  assist 
them in suppressing any indepen­
dent w o rk ing  class action.

Instead they appeal to the “ de­
m ocra tic ’' im peria lis ts  to save the 
S on iet Union.

S ta lin ’s crim e does not consist 
merely in ra is ing  the demand fo r 
a “ western fro n t.”  As long as the 
Soviet Union is surrounded by 
im peria lism , workers cannot deny 
it the rig h t to engage in  alliances 
w ith  one set of im peria lis ts  
against another, nor in  asking 
for m ilita ry  supplies or any other 
kind of m il ita ry  aid from  one 
set of im periaUsts to be used for 
the defense of the USSR against 
another.

S T A L IN ’S R E A L  C R IM E
S ta lin ’s crim e lies in  this, tha t 

lie presents the "western f ro n t”  
by the im peria lis ts  as the on ly 
means of saving the USSR; tha t 
ho refuses to call fo r independent 
workers action in  Germ any and 
Europe and to appeal fo r the on ly 
k ind  o f aid th a t can re a lly  de­
fend tlie* USSR, the extension of 
the October revo lu tion : th a t bo 
supports and urges the masses of 
Great. B r ita in  and the United 
States to support the w ar fo r im ­
pe ria lis t p ro fit as a "means of 
defending die USSR” ; tha t he lies 
to the masses inside and outside 
the Soviet Union and tr ies  to 
tie  th e ir  hands in  the genuine 
strugg le againsr w orld  im p e ria l­
ism.

I t  is a fa ta l illu s io n  to believe 
tha t the im peria lis ts  have any in ­
terest in  saving the firs t workers 
state. They may open a “ western 
fro n t” , and they may not —  but 
whatever action they take w i l l  be 
dictated by th e ir  own im p e ria lis t 
aim s and needs, and not by the 
in terests of the workers state. 
W hat they want is the exhaustion, 
simultaneous, i f  possible, o f both 
the Soviet Union and Germany, 
and a ll the steps they take and 
a ll the “ a id ”  they give is aimed 
at securing a s itua tion  where the 
dem ocratic Im pe ria lis ts  w i l l  bo 
able to conquer G erm any,' and 
step in  and take over the Soviet 
Union also.

B u t in  sp ite  o f the defeats, in 
sp ite  o f the be traya ls  by the 
K rem lin , the Soviet U n ion  can 
s t i l l  be saved. B u t f i r s t  i t  m ust 
bo understood th a t the policies o f 
S ta lin , continued to  th e ir  conclu­
sion can on ly  b r in g  crush ing de­

fe a t o r cap itu la tion  to the fasc is t 
im p e ria lis ts , a fte r  the masses are 
exhausted and demoralized.

T ro tsky ism , based on the 
M a rx is t p rinc ip les  w h ich created 
the w orkers state and successful­
ly  defended i t  aga inst a ll its  im ­
p e ria lis t enemies in  the days of 
the C iv il W ar o f 1918-20, alone 
teaches the p rogram  o f v ic to ry .

T A S K S  OF S O V IE T  M ASSES
In  the Soviet U n ion : The Soviet 

masses, w h ile  they  continue the 
m il ita ry  s tru g g le  aga inst the fas­
cists, m ust take steps to  provide 
a leadership fo r  the fro n ts  th a t 
is qua lified , tra in ed  and capable 
o f lead ing them  to  v ic to ry . They 
m ust s tr ive  to  secui’e the release 
of a ll pro-Soviet prisoners, they 
m ust legalize a ll p ro-S oviet pa r­
ties, they m ust reconstitu te  the 
dem ocratically-e lected Soviets. In  
th is  w ay the y  w il l  f in d  the lead­
ers they need; in  th is  w ay the 
hopes and in it ia t iv e  o f the mass­
es, whom S ta lin  has tr ie d  to s i­
lence and te rro r ize  in to  passiv­
ity , w i l l  be aroused once more.

The Soviet peoples, recons titu ­
ted th rou gh  the Soviets, m ust is ­
sue a revo lu tiona ry  appeal to the 
masses o f Germ any, o ffe r in g  

I th e ir  support aga inst the im posi­
tion  o f any new V ersa illes T re a ty

I by the “ dem ocratic”  im peria lis ts .
Th is w i l l  insp ire  the masses o f 

Europe to rise up against th e ir  
oppressors and jo in  them in  the 
s trugg le  fo r  a Socia lis t U n ited  
States o f Europe, the on ly way 
ou t fo r  Europe.

W hile  the s trugg le  against S ta­
lin ism , the ch ie f in te rn a l obstacle 
to the successful defense o f the 
USSR and the organ izer o f its  
defeats, m ust be subordinated to 
the defense o f the m il ita ry  fro n t 
against the im peria lis ts , tHe Soviet 
masses must take the firs t favo r­
able opportun ity , w ith ou t weaken­
ing the fro n t against tlie  im p e ria l­
ists, to remove the bureaucratic 
regime tha t is interested on ly in 
its  own self-preservation and 
obstructs the on ly program  that 
can achieve Soviet v ic to ry .

In  the U n ited  States and G reat 
B r ita in : The w orkers o f th is
cou n try  and Eng land m ust place 
no fa ith  in the promises o f the 
im p e ria lis ts  to help the Soviet 
Union. They m ust recognize tha t 
the im p e ria lis ts  are guided in  
th e ir  policies solely by th e ir  own 
aim s and needs.

S upporting  the im p e ria lis t p o li­
cies o f Roosevelt and C hurch ill 
cannot help the defense o f the So­
v ie t U nion, fo r  those policies in ­
clude the a im  o f the sub jugation  
o f the w orkers s tate by im p e ria l­
ism. S upport o f the w a r being 
conducted by  Roosevelt a n d  
C h u rch ill means support o f th e ir  
im p e ria lis t w a r aims.

O nly the w orkers  o f the w o rld  
can o r w i l l  open a f ro n t in  the 
west —  a class f ro n t  —  fo r  the 
purpose o f saving the Soviet 
U nion. O n ly th is  k ind  o f western 
f ro n t can save the Soviet Union. 
B u t th is  k ind  o f revo lu tiona ry  
class s trugg le  is possible on ly in 
opposition to and against the in ­
terests o f the im peria lis ts . T h a t 
is w hy  the w o rke rs ’ s trugg le  to

aid the Soviet U n ion goes hand 
in  hand w ith  the s trugg le  fo r  the 
ove rth row  o f a ll the im p e ria lis ts  
and the establishm ent o f W orkers 
and Farm ers Governments in a ll 
the ca p ita lis t countries, “ demo­
c ra tic ”  and fascist.

The hypnosis o f S ta lin ism  over 
wide sections o f the Am erican 
w o rk in g  class m ust be broken. 
The w orkers m ust be shown th a t 
S ta lin ism  is capable on ly  o f o r­
gan iz ing  defeats, th a t i t  bears 
the respons ib ility  fo r  the p lig h t 
o f the w orkers state, th a t in the 
in terests o f pe rpe tua ting  the ru le  
o f the K re m lin  i t  w i l l  be tra y  the 
in terests o f the A m erican w o rk ­
ers ju s t as i t  betrayed the in ­
terests o f the w orkers o f Europe 
and Asia. The w orkers  m ust un­
derstand th a t the s trugg le  fo r  the 
defense o f the Soviet U n ion and 
fo r  a W orkers  and Farm ers Gov­
ernm ent in  the U n ited  States re ­
quires the sharpest and m ost 
m erciless p o lit ic a l s t r  u g g  1 e 
aga inst the policies o f S ta lin ism .

In  th is  way, by con tinu ing  the 
s trugg le  fo r  th e ir  own class ob­
jectives, by f ig h t in g  aga inst the 
aims o f im peria lism  and the be­
tra y a l o f S ta lin ism , the A m erican 
workers can bast, defend the So­
v ie t Union.

Breitman SWP 
Candidate
In New Jersey

(Continued from  page 1) 
to- the Roosevelt-B idd le-FB I p ro ­
secution o f the 28 defendants in 
the M inneapolis t r ia l  opening th is 
week. E x p la in in g  th a t the gov­
ernm ent persecutes the S. W . P. 
because o f its  w o rk in g  class op­
position to the w a r, and fo r  th a t 
reason “ every w o rke r who oppos­
es the w a r m ust ra l ly  to  the sup­
po rt o f the Socia lis t W orkers  
P a rty ,”  the parity ’s election l i te r ­
a tu re  concludes:

“ Support the p a rty  th a t figh ts 
aga inst the w a r!

“ F ig h t  a g a i n s t  Roosevelt’s 
w itch  hu n t prosecution o f the So­
c ia lis t W orkers  P a r ty ! Defend 
the dem ocratic r ig h ts  o f labor!

“ Join the s trugg le  fo r  a W o rk ­
ers and Farm ers Government 
th a t w i l l  destroy the cause o f 
w a r and w a r its e lf!

“ Vote fo r  the  A n t i-W a r P a r­
t y ’s candidate in  the Novem ber 
4 elections in  Essex County -— 
George B re itm an  fo r  General 
Assem bly.”

B re itm an  is w e ll known in 
N ew ark labo r circles as a leader 
o f the New  Jersey unemployed 
movement, and the au tho r o f 
m any pam phlets on the problems 
o f employed and jobless w o rk ­
ers, N egro and w h ite .

He was one o f the lead ing f ig ­
ures in  the 1936 “ T renton Siege.”  
d u rin g  wh ich the unemployed oc­
cupied and held fo r  nine days 
the m eeting place o f the state 
General Assem bly, the same body 
fo r  w h ich he is now a candidate.

j JA M E S  P. C A N N O N  
Y o rk ) —  In  his 30 years o f ae- 

I liv e  service in the labo r movc- 
i ment. lie has become n a tion a lly  
known as a labor, s tr ik e  and de­
fense movement leader. One o f 
la b o r’s g re a t o ra tors. Founder 
o f the Am erican T ro ts k y is t 
movement, N a tiona l Secretary o f 
the Socia list W orkers P a rty , and 
today T ro tsky is t A n t i-W a r can- 
lidate fo r  m ayor o f New Y ork.

G RACE C AR LSO N (S t. Paul) 
—  Received more than 8.000 votes 
last year as T ro ts k y is t candidate 
fo r  U. S. Senator fro m  Minneso- 

| ta . A u th o r o f m any artic les  on 
| w o rkers ’ health problems. Ae- 
| liv e  member o f the N a tiona l A s ­

sociation fo r  the Advancement 
o f Colored People and the W o rk ­
ers Defense League. Now  M in ­
nesota o rgan izer o f the Socia list 
W orkers  P a rty .

J A K E  COOPER (M inneapo lis) 
M il ita n t  d rive r, member o f Local 
544-CIO.

OSCAR COOVER (M inneapo­
lis )  —  F o r 30 years a member 
o f organized labor. M inneapolis 
secre tary o f the Socia list W o rk ­
ers P a rty .

H A R R Y  DE B O E R  (M inneapo­
lis )  —  One o f the leaders o f the 
S trike  Com m ittee o f 100 in  the 
g re a t 1934 d rive rs ’ s trike . A c ­
tive  in  o rgan iz ing  over-the-road 
d rive rs  th roughou t the M iddle 
W est. O rgan izer fo r  541-CIO.

F A R R E L L  DOBBS (M inneapo­
lis )  —  A  leader o f the 1934 
S tr ik e  Com m ittee o f 100. F o r ­
m er secre ta ry-treasu re r o f L o ­
cal 544. F o rm er in te rna tiona l 
representative o f the A F L  Team ­
sters. C h ie f ne go tia to r o f the 
A rea Com m ittee w h ich organized 
and im proved the wages and con­
d itions o f over 100.000 over-the- 
road d rivers. N a tiona l Labor 
S ecre tary o f the S. W. P.

M IL E S  B. D U N N E  (M inneapo­
lis ) —  W orld  W a r veteran. P ion­
eer o rgan izer o f Ix ica l 574 and 
ed ito r o f its  f i r s t  paper. Im p r is ­
oned by the N a tion a l Guards in 
the 1934 s tr ike . F o rm er secre­
ta ry -tre a s u re r o f the M inneapo­
lis  Team sters Jo in t Council, and 
now President o f 544-CIO.

V IN C E N T  R. D U N N E  (M in ­
neapolis) —- N a tio n a lly  recogniz­
ed fo r  his 30 years o f service in 
the labo r movem ent and one o f 
the best known and respected 
m ilita n ts  in the M iddle West. 
S trike  leader in  the tw o  1934 
d rive rs ’ strikes. Has won the 
g ra titu d e  o f w orkers in m any in ­
dustries by his aid in th e ir  
s trikes. Led the W P A  Defense 
Com m ittee in W P A  s tr ik e  t r ia l 
tw o years ago. Led defense o f 
Local 544 against the f in k  su it. 
O rgan izer o f 544-CIO.

GEORGE FROSIG (M inneapo­
lis ) —  Has played an active and 
lead ing ro le in the M inneapoli: 
d r iv e rs ’ movement fo r  20 years 
V ice-president o f 541-CIO.

' M A X  G E L D M A N  (M inneapo­
lis )  —  A c tive  in the leadership

Fa i rei I Dobbs

o f the Federal W orkers  Section 
unemployed movement. Served 8 
m onths in  prison fo r  leadership 
o f 1939 W P A  s trike .

A L B E R T  G O LD M A N  (Chica­
go) —  A tto rn e y  fo r  Local 574 in 
the 1934 strikes. A c tive  fo r  m any 
years in labo r defense w ork . Was 
a tto rney  fo r  Leon T ro tsky . A t ­
to rney fo r  the Socialist. W orkers 
P a rty .

W A L T E R  HAG STRO M  (M in ­
neapolis) —  A c tive  fo r  20 years 
in the M inneapolis labo r move­
ment, M ach in is ts  U n ion, Cab 
D rive rs  U n ion , Local 544. Rep- 
esentative o f 544 to the Federal 

W orkers  Section. O rgan izer fo r 
544-CIO.

C L A R E N C E  H A M E L  (M in ­
neapolis) —  F o r years a leading 
steward fo r  Local 544. O rgan izer 
fo r  544-CIO.

E M IL  H A N S E N  (M inneapo lis)
— One o f the bu ilders o f Local 
544. Trustee and o rgan izer o f 
544-CIO.

CARLOS H U D SO N  (M innea- * * 1 
po lis) —  Labor w r ite r  and speak­
er. A u th o r o f “ Dere E m ily ”  col- 1 
umn in 1934 da ily  s tr ik e  bu lle tin  
o f pam phlet “ Behind the 544 F ink  
S u it.”  M anag ing ed ito r o f the 
In d u s tr ia l O rganizer.

C A R L  K y E H N  (M inneapo lis )
— A c tive  fo r  10 years on behalf 
o f the unemployed. Secretary. 
Federal W orkers  Section, Local 
544-CIO.

F E L IX  M ORROW  (N ew  Y o rk )
—  E d ito r o f T H E  M IL IT A N T

and FO U R T H  IN T E R N A T IO N ­
A L , pub lica tions o f the S.W.P. 
A ss is tan t ed ito r o f N o rthw est O r­
ganizer, 1937-38.

ROY ORGON (M inneapo lis ) —  
Long tim e  member o f Local 544. 
\  leader o f the Federal W orkers 
Section, 544-CIO.

E D W A R D  P A L M Q U IS T  (M in ­
neapolis) —  C hairm an, Federal 
W orkers  Section. 544-CIO. A 
W P A  s tr ik e  t r ia l  defendant in 
1939. he served 8 m onths in p r is ­
on fo r  th a t s trike .

K E L L Y  P O S TA L (M inneapo­
lis )  -— W orld  W a r veteran, lead­
ing  m ember o f 1934 S trike  Com­
m ittee  o f 100. S ecre ta ry-treasu r­
er o f 541-CIO,.

R A Y  R A IN B O L T  (M inneapo­
l is )— W ar veteran, lead ing mem­
ber o f S trike  Com m ittee o f 100. 
F orm er head o f Cab D rive rs  
Union, Ice D rive rs  U n ion. Re­
cord ing secre tary, 544-CIO.

A L F R E D  R U S S E LL  (M innea­
p o lis )— F orm er o rgan izer, Team ­
sters Local 554. Omaha. A ctive  
in o rgan iz ing  over-the-road d r iv ­
ers. Served prison te rm  fo r  a id ­
ing  S tru tw e a r s tr ike rs .

OSCAR S C H O E N F E LD  (N ew  
Y o rk ) -—- W P A  s tr ik e  t r ia l  de­
fendan t in M inneapolis. 1939. A c­
tiv e  in  un ion m ovem ent and o r­
gan iza tion  o f unemployed youth.

D O R O TH Y  S C H U LT Z  (S t. 
P au l) —  T w in  C ity  secretary, 
W orkers  Defense League. A ctive  
fo r  years in labo r defense w ork.

ROSE S E IL E R  (M inneapo lis) 
—  F o rm er business agent, M in ­
neapolis O ffice W orkers  U nion. 
A c tive  in Federa l W orkers  Sec­
tion, 544-CIO.

C A R L  S K O G L U N I) (M innea­
po lis) —  T h ir ty  years’ a c tiv ity  
in labor movement. P ioneer o r ­
ganizer o f Local 574. Form er 
president o f Local 544. O rgan­
izer, 544-CIO.

H A R O L D  S W A N S O N  (M in ­
neapolis) —- A c tive  in Federal

Vincent R. Dunne
W orkers  Section, in union move­
ment.

N IC K  W A G N E R  (M inneapo­
lis ) —  A ctive  fo r  m any years as 
union o rgan izer in d r ive rs ’ move 
m ent in I llin o is  and M inneapolis. 
O rganizer. 544-CIO.

New P am ph le t Just O ff The Press!

WITCH H U NT I N M INNES0TA
The Federa l P rosecu tion  o f  the  S ocia lis t W o rk e rs  P a rty  and

Loca l 544 -C IO  
b y

GEORGE E. NOVACK
fo re w o rd  by

JAMES T. FARRELL
A u th o r  o f  ‘ S tuds L o n ig a n ’ , etc.

— is it  treasonab le  to  oppose the  w ar?
— has the B il l  o f  R igh ts  been abo lished?
— w hat was the M in n ea p o lis  U n io n  D efense G uard?
— how  does the A d m in is tra t io n  f ig h t  the  C. I .  O.?
— how  does the  Justice  D e p artm en t serve D a n ie l J. T o b in ?
— have w o rke rs  the  r ig h t  to  choose th e ir  own u n io n ?

P R IC E  5 CENTS
O rd e r bund les  and in d iv id u a l copies f r o m :

THE CIVIL RIGHTS DEFENSE COMMITTEE
160  F IF T H  A V E N U E  NEW Y O R K  C IT Y



Vote Against War! Vote for J. P. Cannon!
LaGuardia Is A Faithful 
Servant--Of Wall Sreet
His Record Is a History of Devotion to the Interests of the 
Ruling Class, Covered Up for the Public With "Liberal" Talk

Vote This Row

R O W  H

By JOSEPH H A N S E N
Few men who have bartered their souls to Wall Street in 

exchange lor the spoils of public office have enjoyed a greater 
reputation for "liberalism" than Eiorcllo II. LaGuardia. Yet 
this reputation is a sham.

LaGuardia's real record since the very beginning of his 
career exposes him as the tool of America’s ruling 60 Families. 
Under the sk illfu ll)' manufactured mask of "liberalism", exists 
the real LaG uard ia  —  a b itte r  
and dangerous enemy o f the peo­
ple.

LaG uard ia  f i r s t  came to the 
favorab le  a tten tion  o f W a ll 
S treet d u rin g  W orld  W a r I.  As 
one o f the m ost b la ta n t suppo rt­
ers o f “ Am erica  F ir s t ”  meetings, 
he whipped up sentim ent fo r  
p lun g in g  th is  coun try  in to  the 
blood bath under the ly in g  slogan 
th a t W orld  W a r I  was a ho ly  w a r 
to “ end a ll w ars.”  As Congress­
man he speeded up the passage 
o f an ti- la b o r le g is la tio n  which 
W a ll S treet required in its  d rive  
to th ro tt le  opposition to  the w ar.
H is  securing a leave o f absence 
fro m  Congress in  order to accept 
a Commission in the Ita lia n  a ir  
force dem onstrated to W a ll 
S tree t th a t he was an exception­
a lly  clever demagogue who could 
be o f g re a t use as po litica l re p ­
resenta tive  o f th e ir  in terests.

L A  G U A R D IA  HO UN DS 
W A R  O PPO NENTS

Consequently in  1918, in recog­
n itio n  o f his services as a w a r­
m onger and as a fu r th e r  step in 
shaping th is  w ill in g  tool in to  a 
p rom inen t public f ig u re , LaG uar­
dia was renom inated fo r  Congress 
on the Republican tic k e t and a t 
the same tim e stamped w ith  the 
approval o f the co rru p t Tam m any 
machine. LaG uard ia  in  re tu rn  
denounced the socia lists as 
“ agents o f the K a ise r”  because 
they opposed the w a r and be­
cause they warned the people that, 
i t  was W a ll S tree t’s war. not 
the irs .

LaG uard ia ’s repu ta tion  as a l ib ­
era l mushroomed when he oppos­
ed expe lling  f iv e  soc ia lis t mem­
bers from  the New Y o rk  State 
leg is la tu re . I t  was a clever move; 
bu t the spurious na ture  o f his 
“ libe ra lism ”  is indicated by the 
fa c t th a t W illia m  Randolph 
H earst, a ich -rea c tion a ry  ha ter of 
labor, campaigned in  1922 to 
make LaG uard ia  governor o f New 
Y ork .

D u ring  the Sacco-Vanzctti 
case, LaG uard ia  vis ited these 
tw o  opponents o f w a r who had 
been fram ed up by the govern­
ment. and who had become sym ­
bols to  the workers o f the en- j 
t ire  world as v ic tim s  o f the 
in jus tice  o f the ca p ita lis t class, i 
LaG uard ia helped send them to 
the e lectric cha ir by declaring 
th a t V an ze lti was “ demented.”

L A  G U A R D IA  A D M IR E S  
T A M M A N Y

Over the years, LaG uard ia 
ca re fu lly  steered down the “ l ib ­
e ra l”  channel o f po litics  —  a 
course designed to popu larize him  
in  p repa ra tion  fo r  the eventual 
day when the Tam m any machine 
became so tho ro ug h ly  exposed as 
W a ll S tree t’s po litica l ins trum ent 
ha t the people w o u ld  demand a 

re fo rm . LaG uard ia ’s rea l a ttitud e

gross on M arch 7, 1926: “ T am ­
many has done more fo r  the w e l­
fare in s titu tio n s  o f N ew  Y o rk  in 
one year than any p r iva te  foun­
dation w ith  its  theories and s ta ­
tis tics  can do from  now u n t il the 
end o f tim e .”

This background enables us to 
be tte r understand LaG uard ia ’s 
an ti- la bo r record d u rin g  his in ­
cumbency as m ayor o f New Y ork  
C ity . I t  enables vis to understand 
w hy th is  “ lib e ra l”  was capable 
on Sept. 25, 1937 o f endorsing 
such a demagogue as George U. 
la rv e y , the Queens fasc is t who 

has openly praised M usso lin i and 
H it le r  and who favo rs  the Ku 
K lu x  K lan. I t  enables us to un ­
derstand w hy LaG uard ia  boasts 
o f c iv ic  “ im provem ents”  w h ile  he 
suppresses fac tua l reports  on the 
h igh rents, over-crowding, and 
unsan ita ry  conditions w h i c h 
llague the N egro people in H a r­

lem.
LA  G U A R D IA  
CUTS R E L IE F

LaG uard ia slashed re lie f to the 
bone du rin g  his te rm  o f office. 
He expla ined one cu t o f ten pe r­
cent w h ich he made on M arch 
26. 1938 as due to his desire to 
“ dram atize  Lehm an’s tax  g ra b .”  
Lehman had taken over some ta x ­
es fro m  New Y o rk  C ity . The un­
employed know, however, th a t i t  
was LaG uard ia ’s de liberate po li-

F. H . L A  G U A R D IA

cy to chisel them out o f re lie f by 
heaping up the red tape and 
chopping down the ap p rop ria ­
tions.

As fo r solv ing New Y o rk ’s 
desperate housing problem — 
LaG uard ia w e ll understands 
how landlords b u tte r th e ir  
bread by a r t if ic ia lly  m a in ta in ­
ing  high rents through m ain­
tenance o f congested fire -tra p s . 
A lthough an election re fe rend­
um endorsed S300.000.000 fo r 
housing, LaG uardia in his bud­
ge t " fo rg o t”  to ask fo r  more 
than >’90,000.000!

tow ard  Tam m any, however, is re 
vealed by the fo llo w in g  rem ark 
made by h im  on the f lo o r  o f Con-

S E LLS  C IT Y  ITS 
„ O W N S U B W A Y S

the people o f New Y ork  C ity  was 
LaG uard ia ’s deal o f 1939 whereby 
W all S tree t sold the c ity  o f New 
York its  own subways. Protest 
on the p a rt o f the populace was 
so widespread th a t even prom in-

f d a ily  newspapers o f the cani- 
ta lis t press were forced to give 
lip  service in opposition to the 
swindle.

A ltho ug h  the B.M .T. and I.R .T . 
systems have been owned by the 
c ity  since they were f i r s t  con­
structed, both o f them  were 
“ leased”  in  a crooked 1894 deal 
to W a ll S treet sharks who were 
then guaranteed a m in im um  p ro f­
i t  o f  $10,000,000 a yea r fo r  op­
e ra tin g  them . B y  1939 th is  
amounted to $450,000,000, bu t ac­
tua l p ro fits  were fa r  in excess. 
The c ity  on the o ther hand du r- 
in g  th is  same period sustained a 
lass o f $325,000,000 in order t r  
nay out th is  p ro f it  to  W a ll Street. 
B y  1939 the lines were in such 
run-down condition th a t on ly an­
o ther la rge investm ent could keep 
them opera ting  on a sa fe ty  basis. 
W a ll S treet fe lt  th a t i t  could get 
a b igg e r re tu rn  on such an o u t­
la y  o f cash in o ther fields o f in ­
vestm ent.

So LaG uard ia agreed to pay 
W a ll S tree t a m in im um  o f 
$326,000,000 fo r the crooked 
1894 “ lease” , an am ount equal 
to the c ity ’s o rig in a l investm ent 
in the lines !

TR IE S  TO SM ASH 
TR A N S P O R T U N IO N

LaG uardia followed up th is 
sw indle w ith  a vic ious anti-un ion 
drive  against the employees of 
the subways who were organ­
ized in the T ransport W orkers 
Union. LaG uardia refused to re­
cognize the r ig h t  o f these w o rk ­
ers to a signed contract w it l i the 
c ity  such as they had succeeded 
in w rin g in g  from  the W all Street 
leasers of the c ity 's  lines, and has 
hailed them  in to  the courts in  an 
attem pt to break the contract 
tha t was established. A t the same 
tim e he has covered them w ith  
abuse and attem pted to wh ip tip 
public sentim ent against them in 
order to smash the Transport 
W orkers Union.

L A  G U A R D IA  
CO DD LES FASC ISM

LaGuardia claims to oppose 
H itle rism , bu t his rea l a ttitu d e  
was demonstrated to the h ilt  by 
the tender and solic itous manner 
in w h ich lie protected the Cougli- 
lin itie s , Bundists, and C h ris tian  
F ronters ju s t before the outbreak 
of W orld  W ar I I .

I LaG uard ia ’s police on one hand 
| arrested anti-fascists in wholesale 

lots to r d is tr ib u tin g  leafle ts and 
pamphlets w a rn in g  of the grow ing 

.fascist danger to Am erica; on the 
| other hand they furn ished a. per- 
I sonal guard fo r F r itz  Kuhn of the 
German-American Build —  H it ­
ler's representative in th is  coun-

( *ry-*
LaG uard ia ’s concern fo r these 

budding fascists who were heat­
ing and stabbing anti-fascists 
and ra id in g  the headquarters of 
labor organizations in New York 
and elsewhere culm inated at the 
Madison Square Garden demon-

JAM ES P. CANNO N 
T ro ts k y  A n ti-W a r

The 30 Year Labor Record 
Of Cannon, SWP Candidate
National Secretary of SWP Served Labor 
Consistently As a Leader Since 1911

Since he joined the I.W . W. 
th irty  years ago in 1911, James 
P. Cannon has stood in the fore­
front of the struggle for social­
ism that w ill end the capitalist 
epoch of unemployment, hunger, 
w.ars. and fascism.

Because of his m ilita n t opposi­
tion  to the first im p e ria lis t world 
war, Cannon was among those 
persecuted by the W ilson adm in­
is tra tion . Whpn the October revo­
lu tion  flamed up out of the blood- 
drenched battlefields, disclosing 
the path to the socia list society, 
Cannon became an ardent advo­
cate o f Bolshevism in  America.

James P. Cannon was one of 
tlie  founders of The Am erican 
section of the Com m unist In te r­
national. D u ring  the hard years 
of the notorious Palm er raids he 
was an outstanding spokesman of 
the Communist Party and rem ain­
ed so u n til the S ta lin is t degener­
ation brought tha t pa rty  to an 
impasse.

In  1928 Cannon was expelled 
by the S ta lin is t bureaucracy fo r 
espousing T ro tsky ’s struggle to 
re tu rn  the Communist Interna-

world revo lu tion. Since then he 
has led the battle  fo r establish­
ment of a revo lu tiona ry  po litica l 
party  o f the Am erican w ork ing 
class under the banner of T ro tsky ­
ism.

Throughout his career as a re­
vo lu tion is t, James P. Cannon lias 
been recognized as one of the 
most m ilita n t of a ll figh ters in 
the labor movement fo r  workers ' 
rights, fo r c iv il liberties, for the 
economic and social equa lity  of 
Negroes and a ll o ttie r oppressed 
m in o rity  groups.

He stood a t tlie  head of the 
In te rna tiona l Labor Defense when 
that, organization conducted its  
famous world-w ide struggle for 
tlie  libe ra tion  of Sacco and Van- 
zetti.

The war-niongering ad m in is tra ­
tion  of Roosevelt has recognized 
James P. Cannon and the T ro t­
skyist movement he heads as the 
on ly  serious opposition in tlie  
United States to its  plan of 
p lung ing th is  country in to  W orld 
W ar I I .

That is why they are try in g  
to ra ilroad  him  and 27 other 
T ro tsky is t leaders and members.

tional to Lenin 's program  of | of Local 544-CÎO to prison.

Cannon N.Y.’s 
Candidate 
Against War

(Continued from  page 1)
W orkers P a rty  and Local 544 o f 
the CIO  M oto r T ransp o rt and A l­
lied W orkers In d u s tr ia l U nion. 
On the one hand Roosevelt en­
dorses W a ll S tree t’s candidate, 
LaG uard ia, on the o the r he tries  
to im prison the genuine oppon­
e n ts 'o f im p e ria lis t w ar. 
E N C O U R A G IN G  RESPO NSE 

Despite these d ifficu ltie s , the 
p a rty  has been able to conduct 
a m ilita n t cam paign. F rom  the 
cou rt room, where he is accused 
o f advocating overth row  o f the 
ca p ita lis t governm ent, James P. 

j Cannon has conducted an un re ­
le n tin g  s trugg le  aga inst the re ­
actiona ry  ideas represented by 
LaG uard ia  and O’D w yer. T hru  
he d is tr ib u tio n  o f lea fle ts  and 

T H E  M IL IT A N T , and th rough  
street m eetings, the p rogram  on 
which he stands has reached hun­
dreds o f thousands o f w orkers in 
New Y o rk  C ity .

The response to our cam paign 
lite ra tu re  has been m ost encour­
ag ing. In v a ria b ly  readers o f our 
leaflets fold them and put them 
in to  a pocket o r purse. Roose­
v e lt ’s F B I persecutions o f the 
T ro tsky is ts  has impressed on a 

ide section o f  m il ita n t  w orkers 
one fa c t —  i f  W a ll S tree t takes 
the T ro ts k y is t p rogram  serious­
ly , then the T ro ts k y is ts  m ust he 
genuine opponents o f  W a l l  
S tree t’s im p e ria lis t w a r aims. In 
Harlem  especially the Negro per 
pie have received our cam paign 
lite ra tu re  w ith  the grea test in ­
te rest and in m any w ays ind ica­
ted th a t they  understand James 
P. Cannon is on t r ia l  no t on ly  fo r  
iis  opposition to  w a r bu t fo r  his 

m il ita n t  f ig h t  against rac ia l b ig ­
o try  and J im  Crow ism .

W H A T  A V O T E  FOR 
C A N N O N  S IG N IF IE S  

W a ll S treet does not believe fo r

W m . O ’Dwyer 
Tammany Choice
Backed by Citadel of Corruption, Democratic 
Candidate Tries to Pose As "Independent"

W illiam  O'Dwyer, Democratic candidate in the New York 
mayoralty election, is nothing but a puppet dangling from the 
claws of the Tammany Tiger. Part of his campaign is to deny 
any connection with this corrupt and decayed political machine, 
but the denial itself bears the unmistakable tones of the Tam­
many tiger p u rr in g  gently to the'*—  “
voter at election tim e.

O 'Dwyer’s campaign directors 
are F lynn , K e lly , and S ullivan, 
well-known Tam m any ward-lieel-

One o f the m ost outrageous 
swindles ever perpetra ted against 1 s tra tion  of February 20, 1939. The

Mass Meeting
TWENTY-FOURTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 

OCTOBER REVOLUTION

Sunday, November 9th, at 8 P. M.
I r v in g  Plaza I rv in g  Placee and 1 5 th  St., New Y o rk  C ity  

V  i c l  o r  i  a  H a ll   

Speakers:

JO H N  G. W R IG H T  
T ra n s la to r o f  T ro ts k y ’ s W o rks

L Y D IA  B E I D E L
M anager, T he  M ilita n t

Coughlinites and Bundists held a 
ra lly  in the Garden at which they 
spewed race hatred against the 
Jews and Negroes in approved 
H itle r ite  fashion.

More titan 59,000 anti-fascists 
gathered in in d ig na n t pro test 
around the Garden under the 
leadership of t lie  T ro tsky is ts . 
LaG uard ia ’s police charged th e ir 
horses repeatedly in to  th is  crowd. 
On tlie  roofs of the bu ild ings 
surround ing the Garden. LaG uar­
dia's police tra ined machine guns 
and tear gas guns on the people. 

Inside the meeting, the la rg ­
est round o f applause from  the 
■storm troopers w ent to  a reso­
lu tion  proposed by F r itz  Kuhn, 
tha nk in g  “ New Y ork 's  finest, 
the police departm ent, fo r  the 
splendid pro tection  i t  h a s  
given.”

LaGuardia is thus seen as op­
posed to H itle rism  only in  so far 
as it crosses the greeds of W all 
¡street. LaG uardia has proved bv 
his actions that tie is sym pathetic 
to its  cause when H itle r is m  a t­
tacks the labor movement.

LA  G U A R D IA  SUPPORTS 
W A L L  S T R E E T ’S W A R

Now LaGuardia is ruunn ing  for 
re-elect ion cm the same program 
that first brought h im  in to  W all 
S treet’s favor; support o f W all 
Street's im p e ria lis t w a r aims. 
T ha t is w hy Roosevelt has en­
dorsed it is candidacy. D uring  the 
past two years, w h ile  the cost of 
l iv in g  lias shot up to uew and 
outrageous levels, LaGuardia has 
shuttled about the nation on w ar­
m ongering assignments. Rents, 
food costs, power and gas rates, 
etc., of New York are among the 
highest of the nation, but La- 
Guanlin is not concerned w ith  
a llev ia tin g  the needs of the peo­
ple.

LaG uard ia is one of W all 
Street's t op  lieutenants. He has 
been assigned the job of lin in g  
up the masses of New York C ity  
in support of W all Street's im ­
peria lis t in terests in  W orld  W ar 
I I .  In th is  respect LaG uard ia and 
O 'Dwyer are on ly judas goats 
w ith  d iffe re n t ear tags.

A vole east against LaGuardia 
and O 'Dwyer is a Note, east 
against W all Street's war.

A vole east, fo r James P. Can­
non o f the T ro ts k y is t A n ti-  
M a r P a rty  is a vote cast fo r  a 
W orkers and Farm ers G overn­
ment th a t w ill fo reve r end fas­
cism and w ar.

Stalinists Prefer One 
Warmonger to Another
LaGuardia Is a More Effective Warmonger, 
So Stalinists Back Him Against O'Dwyer

By LO U COOPER
The most brazen war-mongering organization in the labor 

movement in the United States today, the Communist Party, has 
again made it clear that its policies betray the workers in every 
field. They have withdrawn their “candidate” , Israel Amter. 
in the New York mayoralty election and are calling upon the 
workers to support Fiorello LaGuardia, ace war-monger of Presi­
dent Roosevelt. * ......

When the Communist P arty 
leaders decided to support the

ord has condemned him  a thou­
sand tim es over as a candidate

im p e ria lis t war. they went the 0f  W all Street. They portray 
whole hog. I t  does not m atter to !  O’Dwyer as a “ Hitler-appeaser"
them that as recently as a few 
months ago the CP attacked I-a- 
Guardia's anti-un ion drive  against 
the tra n s it workers. N e ither do 
they care that the CP lias, front 
tim e to tim e, m ercilessly exposed 
LaGuardia as a vicious enemy of 
organized labor in  such s tr ike  s it­
uations as the tax i d rivers 
s trike , the elevator operators 
s trike , the W PA workers s trike .

W H Y  S T A L IN IS T S  
SUPPO RT IM P E R IA L IS T  W A R

Orders came from  the bureau­
crat, in  the K rem lin  to ju n k  the 
line  about. W all Street, lig h tin g  
an im peria lis t w ar and orders 
are orders. In  re tu rn  fo r lit is  
change in  line. S ta lin  hopes to 
get "supp lies" front Roosevelt 
even though l e thereby sacrifices 
t.ho in terests of the Am erican 
workers and thus s t i l l  fu rth e r 
weakens the real defense o f the 
USSR.

That is why in the interests of 
support of the im p e ria lis t Wood 
hath, t lie  S ta lin is ts  not on ly are 
silent about the v icious anti-labor 
record of LaGuardia, hut are ready 
to p ic tu re  hint us do the Social 
Democrats — as a tru s tw o rth y  
friend of organized labor.

The war leader in Hie United 
States is F ra n k lin  D. Roosevelt 
and the S ta lin is ts  fo llow  the war- 
leader. Roosevelt endorsed La­
Guardia. because LaG uard ia is his 
most effective war-deal represent­
at i ve in  the C ity  H a ll of New 
York. Therefore, t lie  S ta lin is ts  
campaign fo r LaGuardia.

In  a vain e ffo rt to ju s tify  th e ir 
treachery, the S ta lin is ts  actua lly  
find i t  necessary to m isrepresent 
t lie  position of a cap ita lis t can­
didate in  the election whose ice-

candidate, on the grounds that 
O’Dwyer has the support, offic ia l 
and unoffic ia l, o f the Bundists. 
Am erica F irs t ou tfit, and Joe Mc­
W illiam s ' Y ovltv ille  Nazis.

This is an example of how in 
th e ir  anxie ty  to line  up the w o rk ­
ing class of New York in  support 
of the im p e ria lis t war. t lie  S ta lin ­
ists m anufacture a rtif ic ia l d iffe r ­
ences between LaG uard ia and 

I O 'Dwyer in basic program where 
¡none exist.

Not on ly litis O 'Dwyer consist­
en tly  voiced '¡is support o f Roos­
evelt's in te rven tion is t im peria lis t 
policies, but some of the most 
im portan t na tional in te rven tion ­
ist leaders support O 'Dwyer. How I 
do Hie leaders of the Communist I 
P arty  explain, lo r  instance, the 
fact tha t the in te rven tion is t lead­
er. Governor Lehman of New 
York, and Roosevelt's pal, Senator 
Wagner, support O’Dwyer? They 
don’t 1

Both LaGuardia and O’Dwyer 
are in te rve n tio n is t candidates, 
(w ith  no differences on the basic 
w ar issue whatever) whether the 
I ln ih /  Worker  says so o r not.. 
LaGuardia, O’Dwyer and t h e  S ta l  
in is ts  m ust a ll be rejected on 
election day by a ll class-conscious 
workers who oppose the im p e ria l­
ist war.

one m om ent th a t James P. Can­
non w i l l  be swept in to  office. B u t 
they w il l  count the votes cast 
fo r  James P. Cannon w ith  fa r  
more a n x ie ty  than they count th  ■ 
votes cast fo r  O’D w yer and L a ­
Guardia. In  th e ir  eyes each vote 
cast fo r  Cannon w i l l  outw eigh a 
thousand votes cast fo r  e ithe r o f 
the c a p ita lis t candidates. And in 
‘ his question W a ll S tree t is r ig h t, 
fo r  tom orrow  the p rog ram  o f 
T ro tsky ism  on which Cannon 
stands can sweep the na tion  like  
w ild fire . T h a t is w hy  W a ll S treet 
has ordered th a t Cannon be 
placed behind bars. They don’t  
ra n t to take any chances

B u t no th ing W a ll S tree t can 
do w il l  succeed in  the long run in 
p reven ting  the p rogram  o f T ro t­
skyism  from  becoming vic torious. 
Tt expresses the genuine in terests 
o f the masses. B eg inn ing w ith  i r ­
reconcilable opposition to im pe­
r ia lis t  w a r, the election p la tfo rm  
o f James P. Cannon expla ins th a t 
the Second W orld  W a r is a con­
tinu a tio n  o-f W orld  W a r I  on a 
rrander scale. I t  is no t a w a r fo r 
‘democracy”  bu t a bloody s tru g ­
gle between contending camps o f 
im p e ria lis t bandits fo r  p ro fits , fo r  
the red iv is ion  o f colonies and 
m arkets, w h ich w i l l  b r in g  the 
masses on ly  m ise ry  and degrada­
tion .

FO R D E F E N S E  OF T H E  
S O V IE T  U N IO N

Cannon’s p la tfo rm  next calls 
fo r  w o rk in g  class defense o f the 
Soviet Un ion as the on ly  country 
in the w orld  which is w a g in g  r 
progressive w ar. O ur support o f 
the Soviet Un ion is based on the 
fac t th a t industries and w ealth  o f 
Russia, taken aw ay fro m  the ca­
p ita lis ts  and land lords in Novem ­
ber, 1917, have not gone hack tc 
p riva te  ownership. A t  the same 
tim e the p la tfo rm  calls fo r  an 
end o f S ta lin ism  which has 
b rough t the Soviet U n ion on ly  de­
feats and now the danger o f com ­
plete catastrophe.

The th ird  m ain p lank o f the 
election p la tfo rm  is fo r  the genu­
ine s trugg le  aga inst fascism . As 
the f irs t  b ig  step in  th is  s trugg le , 
we advocate m il ita ry  t ra in in g  o f 
workers, financed by the govern­
ment bu t under con tro l o f the 
trade un ions; and the estab lish­
ment o f o ffice rs ’ t ra in in g  camps, 
financed by the governm ent bu t 
contro lled by the trade  unions, to 
tra in  w orkers to  become officers. 

The rem a in in g  planks o f the

ers. 29 of O 'Dwyer’s 33 aides in  
his B rooklyn  D is tr ic t A tto rne y ’s 
office are K e lly  henchmen.

I t  is qu ite understandable w hy 
O’Dwyer tries  to deny his con­
nection w ith  Tam m any and sneak 
in to  office by agreeing w ith  the 
basic issue of LaG uard ia ’s p la t­
form  -— support of W all S treet’s 
w ar —  and by depending on the 
Tam m any machine vote fo r the 
rest.

M erely rem ind ing  the workers 
of Tam m any’s record is enough 
to fin ish O’Dwyer as an a ttrac­
tion  to them in  the election.

The famous Scabury investiga­
tion  of 1931 which lifte d  the lid  
s lig h tly  from  tlie  Tam m any sewer, 
and w h ich  made i t  possible fo r 
LaG ttard ia to rid e  in to  office as a 
k n ig h t in  sh in in g  re fo rm  arm or, 
revealed that M ayor W alke r had 
received w ith  Russell T. Sher­
wood $48,000 from  tax i owners 
fo r favorable leg is la tion. T h is  is 
a typ ica l case of Tam m any gov­
ernment.

The workers have learned th a t 
Tam m any gra ft lias forced them 
to live  in  long-ago-eondemned 
slums that are no th ing hut. tinder- 
boxes ready to go up in  flame at 
any moment. They have learned 
th a t Tam m any g ra ft has corrupted 
and smashed the trade union 
movement repeated times. They 
have learned tha t Tam m any g ra ft 
has burdened them w ith  taxes 
and helped l i f t  (lie  cost o f liv in g . 
Tam m any —  tool of W a ll Street 
—- m ust he considered la rge ly  res­
ponsible fo r  t lie  fact tha t to th is  
day, rent, food costs, power and 
gas rates in  Now Y ork  C ity  are 
among tlie  h ighest in  the nation.

Tam m any s t i l l  tries  to pu t its  
creatures in to  office. But its  firs t 
ru le in ru n n in g  them is to deny 
that, they have an y th in g  to do 
w ith  Tammany.

On election day the class-con­
scious workers m ust pass up 
O 'Dwyer’s name and that of La­
Guardia. an old adm ire r of Tam ­
many, and tu rn  down the lever 
at column “ I I "  where the name 
of James P. Cannon, candidate 
of the T ro tsky is t W orkers Party, 
is listed.

p la tfo rm  are:
Defend the trade un ions!
F o r C iv il L ib e rtie s !
A ga in s t Racial and Relig ious 

D isc rim in a tio n !
F ig h t (he high cost o f l iv in g ! 
F o r the  con tinuation  o f the re ­

lie f  p rog ram !
F o r a W orkers ’ and F arm ers ’ 

G overnm ent!
F o r socia lism !

Join the Sociolist 
Workers Party

IN  P IT T S B U R G H
R E A D  T H E  M IL IT A N T  A T : 

H irsch 's  Book Store, 1623 Cen­
te r  Avenue

Rose  Book Shop, 1332 - 5th 
Avenue

B U Y  T H E  M IL IT A N T  A T : 
B a rbe r Shop

426 E. Ohio S t., N o rth  Side 
In te rn a tio n a l La bo r Lyceum  

805 James St., N o r th  Side



The ‘L A B O R  W IT H  A W H IT E  SKIN
C A N N O T E M A N C IP A T E  IT S E L F  
W H E R E  LA B O R  W IT H  A B LA C K  
S K IN  IS  B R A N D E D " —  KARL 
M A R X

Negro Struggle
 By A L B E R T  P A R K E R  

Why The Prosecution?
To A id  Tobin, Attack W ar Opposition, Set Anti-Labor Precedent

The Elections On November 4
N egro w orkers in  the m etropo litan  area w il l  

have a chance on Tuesday, Novem ber 4, to ex­
press th e ir  v iews on the m ost im p o rta n t ques­
tions o f the day. On election day in  New Y o rk  
C ity  and in Essex County, New Jersey, they w ill 
he able by the votes they cast to  show where 
they stand cm the v ita l questions o f w ar, fascism, 
J im  Crowism , jobs and equal r ig h ts  fo r  the Negro 
people, a ttacks on c iv il libe rtie s  and m ilita n t 
unionism .

W h a t do the Dem ocratic and Republican parties 
stand fo r  today? E ve ry  N egro w o rke r has had 
the op p o rtu n ity  fro m  his own experience and 
observation to- learn the answer to th is  question. 
N o t fro m  (he answers the Dem ocratic and Repub­
lican po litic ians  give to th is  question around elec­
tion  tim e, fo r  then they are a ll honey and sweet­
ness. fu l l  o f f in e  promises, ready to g ive  away 
cigars and ho t dogs and beer and to  p a t babies 
on the head. I  once saw a -white wardheeler who 
despised Negroes p ick up a l i t t le  colored baby 
and kiss her —  ten days before the vo tin g  took 

place.

I  mean w hat do these boss pa rties  re a lly  stand 
fo r  ?

W here do they stand on N egro r ig h ts  ? On 
paper, they say they stand fo r  “ fa ir  p la y ”  and 
“ equal tre a tm e n t”  and so on. B u t when i t  comes 
to  action, these prom ises are shown to be very  
ho llow  indeed.

Take the A n ti-L y n c h  b ills , fo r  example. When 
the Republican P a rty  had a m a jo r ity  in both 
houses o f Congress, i t  fa iled  to pass th is  leg is la ­
tion . When the Dem ocratic P a rty  go t a m a jo r­
ity ,  i t  too refused to pass it .  A nd  these b ills  
o f the irs  are ve ry  weak and inadequate as i t  is. 
W hen they  refuse to pass them , they reveal 
more about th e ir  tru e  a ttitu d e  tow a rd  the Negro 
people than a ll the ta lk  and words in  the w orld .

The same th in g  w ith  the A n t i-P o ll Tax b ills . 
The same th in g  w ith  le g is la tio n  to stop the boss­
es fro m  b a rr in g  Negroes fro m  in du s try . T a lk  
is cheap, but action is w ha t counts.

O f course, there are some po litic ians  who are 
m ore dependent on Negro- votes than others, and 
they are more ca re fu l in how they act. LaG uar- 
dia is a good example. B u t when i t  comes to 
som ething im p o rtan t, men like  LaG uard ia  on ly 
use th e ir  reputa tions as “ friends  o f the Negroes”  
to h inder and p reven t the rea l s trugg le  against 
J im  Crowism . La s t June, when thousands o f 
Negroes were g e ttin g  ready fo r  th e ir  M arch on 
W ashington fo r  jobs and equa lity , LaG uard ia  
used a ll his in fluence to prevent them from  go­
ing  th rough  w ith  th e ir  m il ita n t  action wh ich 
would have accomplished a m illio n  tim es more 
than a ll his promises and appointm ents.

W orkers m ust stop m aking the m istake o f say­
ing. “ The boss pa rtie s  are no good, we know 
tha t, bu t Jones and S m ith  are good men belong­
ing  to those pa rties, and so we w i l l  vote fo r  
thep i.”  P o litic ians  m ust be judged p r im a r ily  on 
the basis o f the p a rty  they belong to, and the 
p rogram  and record o f the p a r ty  they belong tor. 
Candidates o f the boss pa rties  m ust accept the 
resp on s ib ility  no t on ly  fo r  w h a t they do them ­
selves. b u t fo r  w h a t th e ir  p a rty  does.

Vote for the Program 
You Support

W orkers m ust also learn to res is t the old a r ­
gum ent th a t i t  is no use vo tin g  fo r  the candidate 
o f a f ig h tin g  w orkers  p a rty , “ because, he can’t  
ge t elected anyhow, and it  would on ly  be w asting  
you r vote to support h im .”

I f  you re a lly  w a n t to  waste you r vote, cast i t  
fo r  the candidates who are opposed to- labo r’s 
best in terests. W hat good does i t  do w orkers to 
he lp elect people who are go ing to oppose la bo r’s 
needs ?

W hat does a vote fo r  the Republican or Demo­
c ra tic  p a rty  mean ? I t  means a vote in  favo r 
o f the w a r and the w a r p rogram  th a t the masses 
w il l  have to pay fo r. I t  means a vote o f approval 
fo r  th e ir  re fusa l to pass the A n ti-L y n c h  B ill,  the 
A n ti-P o ll Tax B ill,  fo r  th e ir  re fusa l to  pu t any 
teeth in to  the order to  abolish d isc rim in a tio n  in 
in du s try . I t  means a vote o f approva l o f the 
re fusa l o f both parties to  do a n y th in g  about the 
vicious J im  C row  system in the A rm y  and Navy.

And w h a t w i l l  you be vo tin g  fo r  when you 
support the S ocia lis t W orkers  P a rty ?  F irs t  o f 
a ll, you w i l l  be saying th a t you are opposed to 
th is  fake “ w a r fo r  democracy” . Secondly, you 
w i l l  be saying th a t you are opposed to fascism  
both a t home and abroad, and you recognize th a t 
the w orkers themselves, independently o f the 
bosses, m ust organize th e ir  forces to defeat fa s ­
cism and destroy its  roots.

You w il l  be saying th a t you are opposed to 
J jm  Crow ism  in any fo rm  and in  any place. You 
w i l l  be saying th a t you are ready to  f ig h t  fo r  
f u l l  social, economic and po litica l eq ua lity  fo r  
the Negro people. You w i l l  he saying th a t you 
are opposed to the ca p ita lis t system th a t breeds 
rac ia l prejudices to keep the w orkers  divided so 
th a t the bosses can exp lo it them more easily, and 
th a t you w an t to replace i t  w ith  a system where 
d isc rim ina tion  w ill be fo reve r abolished, where 
a ll w orkers w i l l  have secu rity  and freedom.

In  New Y o rk  our candidate fo r  m ayor is James 
P. Cannon. In  Essex C oun ty  ou r candidate fo r  
General Assem bly is George B re itm an. They 
m e rit the support o f every Negro and w h ite  w o rk ­
e r no t on ly  because o f the strugg les the y  have 
led and pa rtic ipa ted  in , hu t p r im a r ily  because 
the program  they represent is the on ly  answer 
to- the problems o f the w o rk in g  class.

Government Masks These Real Reasons 
Behind 'Seditious Conspiracy' Charge

By A R T  PREIS
According lo  (lie official federal indictment and recent state­

ments by the prosecution, (lie Roosevelt administration is trying 
to convict and imprison the 28 defendants in the Minneapolis 
'sedition' trial because they “ did feloniously conspire. . . to de­
stroy by force the Government of the United States of Amer­
ica. .

But all the evidence of the public record and the circum­
stances and statements leading up to the opening of the trial 
indicate that this was not the reason for this indictment being 
handed down at this time. *

Rather, the evidence shows th a t j subversive organ izations and a ll 
the governm ent was t ry in g  to  | enemies o f the governm ent, in - 
achieve three ends by the in d ic t- e lud ing Bundists, T ro tsky is ts  and
ment and the prosecution:

1. To aid Danie l J. Tobin, 
A F L  team ster ch ie f, in his f ig h t  
to prevent the members o f Local 
544 fro m  exerc is ing th e ir  demo­
c ra tic  r ig h t  to belong to the union 
o f th e ir  own choice, and to  s tr ike  
a blow a t the leaders o f th is  
union who were noted fo r  then- 
opposition to  a ll moves to  s t if le  
the m ilita n c y  o f the labo r move­
m ent in the name o f “ na tional 
defense” ;

2. To te rro rize , iso late and, i f  
possible, suppress the p a rty  
which procla im ed its  irre co n c il­
able opposition to the w a r and the 
w arm ongers ;

3. And to  establish a prece- 
’en t which w i l l  he used against 
a ll w o rk in g  class opponents o f 
the w a r in the fu tu re .

The governm ent comes in to  
th is  t r ia l “ w ith  unclean hands”  
because in its  haste to- achieve 
these ends, and especially the 
f irs t, its  tru e  in ten tions were 
made m an ifes t by the statem ents 
issued by the prosecution and 
Tobin, statem ents which are a 
m a tte r o f pub lic  record.

B A C K G R O U N D  
OF T R IA L

The im m edia te circum stance 
which insp ired the adm in is tra tion  
to undertake th is  prosecution 
when i t  did was the co n flic t be­
tween the M inneapo lis tru c k  
d rive rs  union, Local 544, and T o­
bin, c lim axed on June 9 when 
over 4,000 Local 544 members 
voted to  d is a ffilia te  fro m  the 
A F L  and jo in  the CIO.

Tobin, a staunch supporte r o f 
the Roosevelt a d m in is tra tion , had 
declared h im se lf uncond itiona lly  
p ledged 'to  the w a r aim s and p o li­
cies o f t lie  governm ent. F u rth e r­
more, he had pub lic ly  declared 
th a t adherence to his p ro -w ar 
policies were a condition fo r  con­
tinued membership in  the A F L  
Team sters, and th a t the members 
o f the union m ust be prepared 
to make “ sacrifices”  in  the in ­
terests o f the w a r program .

The leaders o f Local 544. sev­
era l o f whom had been known 
fo r  years to- Tobin and the labor 
movement a t la rge as members 
o f the Socia list W orkers  P a rty  
o r sym pathetic to  its  ideas, had 
condemned the w a r as a w a r fo r  
bosses’ p ro fits  and had advocated 
th a t the unions m a in ta in  a m il i ­
ta n t po licy  in  defense o f the 
w orkers in terests despite w ar.

W hen these leaders refused to 
abide by Tob in ’s u ltim a tu m  th a t 
they renounce th e ir  a n ti-w a r con­
v ic tions, and his fu r th e r  edict 
th a t they agree to  the estab lish­
m ent o f a Tobin rece iversh ip over 
th e ir  local, Tobin sought to dust 
them. This move was fru s tra te d  
when the  loca l’s members voted 
to jo in  the CIO.

R O O SEVELT IN T E R V E N E S
F our days la te r, To-bin address­

ed a d irect te legraph ic appeal to 
Roosevelt, u rg e n tly  requesting 
his aid aga inst the d issident lo ­
cal. He declared in  p a rt:

“ The w ith d ra w a l fro m  the In ­
te rna tiona l U n ion by the tru ck - 
d rive rs  union, Local 544 and one 
o ther sm all union in M inneapolis, 
and th e ir  a ff ilia t io n  w ith  the CIO  
is indeed a reg re ttab le  and dan­
gerous condition. The officers o f 
th is  local union. . . were request­
ed to disassociate themselves 
from  the rad ica l T ro ts k y  o rgan­
iza tion . . . we feel th a t w h ile  our 
-•ountry is in  a dangerous posi­
tion , those d is tu rbe rs  who believe 
in the policies o f fo re ign , rad ica l 
governm ents m ust be in some w ay 
prevented from  pu rsu ing th is  
dangerous course. . . (N ew  Y ork  
T imes, June 14. 1941).

On the ve ry  same day th a t he 
received T ob in ’s appeal, Roose­
v e lt acted. Through h is secretary,

tephen E a rly , Roosevelt issued a 
sta tem ent to  the W h ite  House 
press conference, w h ich acknow l­
edged T ob in ’s te legram  and rec­
ognized Tob in ’s c la im  th a t the 
Team sters’ in te rna tiona l leade r­
ship was being fo u g h t “ by a ll

S ta lin is ts ”  because Tobin and his 
colleagues have been and w ill 
continue to  stand square ly behind 
the governm ent.”

E a rly  then added:
“ When I  advised the President 

o f T ob in ’s representations th is  
m orn ing , he asked me to  im m edi­
ate ly  have the Governm ent de­
partm ents and agencies in te re s t­
ed in  th is  m a tte r no tified , and 
to po in t ou t th a t th is  is no tim e, 
in his opin ion, fo r  labo r unions, 
local and nationa l, to begin ra id ­
ing  one another fo r  the purpose 
o f g e ttin g  memberships o r fo r  
s im ila r reason.”  (N ew  Y ork  
T imes, June 14).

Three th ings  are established by 
these statem ents:

1. Tobin appealed to Roose­
ve lt fo r  aid on the basis th a t 
th is  was a “ p o lit ic a l fa v o r”  
owed him  fo r  his support o f 
the ad m in is tra tion  and its  war 
program .

2. Roosevelt acted p rom ptly  
on beha lf o f Tobin at Tob in ’s 
d irec t request.

3. Roosevelt’s im m ediate spe­
c if ic  actions were to  condemn 
the C IO  fo r  “ ra id in g ” , w ith o u t 
any fu r th e r  in q u iry  in to  the s it ­
uation, and to  in s tru c t the 
“ Government departm ents and 
agencies interested in th is  m a t­
te r”  to  assist Tobin.

T H E  F B I ACTS 
W ith in  a few  days these “ de­

partm ents and agencies”  did act. 
On June 27, F B I agents raided 
the headquarters o-f the SWP in 
M inneapolis and St. Paul, seizing 
copies o f w orks b y  M arx, Lenin 
and T ro ts k y  and various publica­
tions o f the p a rty , a ll o f which 
arc on public sale everywhere.

Announcem ent was then made 
th a t these pu b lic ly  ava ilab le  
books and publications would be 
used as “ evidence”  in a federa l 
prosecution aga inst members o f 
the Socia list W orkers  P a rty .

A tto rn e y  General B iddle, who 
was subsequently to  brazenly 
deny th a t the prosecution had 
any connection w ith  the f ig h t  
between Tobin and Local 544. 
declared on the day o f the F B I 
ra ids th a t “ the p rin c ip a l Socialist 
W orkers  P a rty  leaders against 
whom p r o s e c u t i o n  is being 
brought, are also leaders o f Local 
544-CIO in  M inneapolis. . . and 
have gained contro l o f a le g it im ­
ate labor union to use i t  fo r  i l ­
le g itim a te  purposes.”  (M inneapo­
lis  S ta r-Jou rna l, June 28).

The St. Paul D ispatch, a rep re ­
sentative organ o f the conserva­
tive  business in te rests  in  the 
T w in  C ities, announced th a t an 
ind ic tm en t was being prepared 
against the S ocia lis t W orkers  
P a rty , w ith  the revea ling  head­
line: “ U. S. TO PRO SECUTE
544.”

B u t B iddle hastened to  lie : 
“ The prosecution is no t in  any7 
sense an a ttack  on organized la ­
bor, nor is i t  an e f fo r t  to in te r ­
fere in a d ispute between labor 
organ iza tions.”

However, in  re p o rtin g  th is  very 
s ta tem ent o f B idd le ’s, the M in ­
neapolis S ta r-Jou rna l, June 28, 
added th a t the federa l o ffic ia ls  
themselves had adm itted  tha t 
“ the c rim in a l proceedings were 
s tim ulated by the bo lt o f fo rm e r 
leaders o f General D rive rs ’ Union 
544 fro m  A F L  to  C IO .”

F IR S T  M A IN  REASO N 
FO R T H E  PR O SEC U TIO N  

The facts are iron-clad. The 
in it ia l purpose o f the prosecu­
tion  was to aid in the crushing 
o f an in flu e n tia l and pow erfu l 
sector o f the trade union move­
m ent because o f its  opposition 
to  the Tobin d ic ta to rsh ip  on the 
question o f labo r’s policies in 
the war.

There was, i t  is then apparent, 
no question o f “ seditious conspir­
acy”  involved in the events lead­
in g  up to the opening o f the p ro ­
secution by the Roosevelt adm in­
is tra tio n . T ha t came la te r when 
the prosecution saw th a t i t  worn 1

have to cover up its  rea l motives.

SECOND M A IN  REASO N
The second reason fo r  the p ro­

secution was pure ly  po litica l and 
stemmed fro m  the adm in is tra - 

'■ t io n ’s decision Rh.Afse th is  case 
fo r  an a ttack on the Socialist 

j W orkers P a rty  because o f its  
| outspoken opposition to the im ­
p e ria lis t w ar.

This was e x p lic itly  adm itted 
by Biddle who stated: “ The p r in ­
cipal basis fo r  the prosecution i? 
feund in the Declara tion o f P r in ­
ciples adopted by the Socia list 
W orkers  P a rty  in January, 
1938.”  ( M inneapolis T r i b u n e ,  
June 28).

B iddle then made specific  re f ­
erence to  those sections o f the 
Declara tion which read:

“ I f ,  in sp ite  o f the e ffo rts  o f 
the revo lu tion is ts  and the m il i-  

| ant w orkers, the U . S. govern­
m ent enters a new w ar, the SWP 

I w i l l  not, under any c ircum stan- 
I cos, support th a t w a r bu t w ill,  on 
\ the con tra ry , f ig h t  against it .

There was no th ing  secret or 
“ con sp ira to ria l”  about th is  Dec­
la ra tion . I t  was made public three 
and a h a lf years before the in ­
d ic tm ent was drawn. I t  is the 
expression o f p o litica l opinions 
and, as such, the SW P and the 
defendants had, and have, the 
con s titu tion a l r ig h t  to express 
them.

B u t the in d ic tm en t itse lf, hand­
ed down tw o  weeks la te r, had 
no th ing  w hateve r to say about 
“ the p rinc ip a l basis fo r  the p ro ­
secution.”  As a m a tte r o f fa c t 
i t  does no t even contain the word 
war.

The prosecution acted h a s tily  
in its  eagerness to help Tobin be­
fo re  i t  was too la te  to  help h im  
e ffec tive ly , and i t  b lu rted  ou t 
some tru th s . A fte rw a rd s , they7 
realized th a t i t  would no t be ve ry  
easy under the circum stances to 
ge t convictions on the basis o f 
the defendants’ a n ti-w a r policies, 
fo r  m illio ns  o f others share th e ir  
opposition to  the w a r and would 
ra l ly  to th e ir  defense on th is  
basis.

Unable to  te ll the tru th  about

why he was prosecuting the 
Socialist W orkers P a rty  and 
t ry in g  to  d ive rt a tten tion  away 
fro m  the obvious fa c t tha t the 
f ig h t  between Tobin and 544 
had been the in it ia l im pulse 
fo r  the action by the F B I and 
the Departm ent o f Justice, B id ­
dle had to cook up the “ sedi­
tious conspiracy”  charge.
To fin d  a legal basis fo r  such 

a charge, the D epartm ent o f Jus­
tice had to d is in te r tw o federal 
statuses which had never p re v i­
ously been used and which are in 
c lear v io la tio n  o f the guarantees 
o f free speech and free press con­
tained in  the B il l o f R ights o f 
the U n ited  States C onstitu tion .

One o f these sta tutes is the 
Sm ith  A c t o f 4940, wh ich makes 
the mere expression o f revo lu ­
tio n a ry  ideas a fe lo ny ; and the 
o ther is a s im ila r  s ta tu te  enacted 
in  1861 fo r  use against the South­
ern Confederacy du ring  an actual 
armed rebellion.

The Am erican C iv il L ibe rties  
Union, which is ac tive ly  suppo rt­
in g  the defendants in th is  ease, 
addressed a le tte r  on A ugust 20 
to B iddle, w h ich  said:

“ In  our judgm ent both these 
sta tutes v io la te  the F irs t  Am end­
m ent o f the C onstitu tion ; and 
even i f  upheld could not. he ap- 
■lied to th is  set o f fac ts  under 

the ‘c lear and present’ danger 
ru le .”

T H IR D  REASO N FOR 
T H E  PRO SECU TIO NS

B u t the governm ent w ants to 
get a conviction precisely on the 
basis o f these unconstitu tiona l 
statutes, because i t  wants a le­
gal precedent fo r  the fu tu re  p ro ­
secution o f any ind iv idua ls  o r 
groups whose opinions the adm in­
is tra tio n  deems hostile  to  its  w a r 
program .

T h a t th is  was one o f the m a jo r 
reasons fo r  the prosecution was 
indicated by B iddle h im se lf, who 
was quoted in  the St. Paul P ion­
eer Press. June 28. as s ta tin g  
th a t th is  prosecution was to  be 
the f irs t  step in  a nation-w ide 
d rive  aga inst “ dangerous ra d i­

cals.”  “ I t  is a fa ir  in ference,”  
said Departm ent o f Justice o f f i­
cia ls, according to the Pioneer 
Press, “ tha t the St. Paul prosecu­
tions m ay be fo llow ed by others 
in o ther pa rts  o f the cou n try .”

A nd A ss is tan t A tto rn e y  Gen­
eral Schweinhaut, one o f the gov­
ernm ent prosecutors who signed 
he ind ic tm ent, said; “ We cracked 
iow n here firs t.  M r. B iddle has 
said th is  is only7 a s ta rt. So you 
can expect o ther actions to fo l­
low  s h o rtly .”  (S t. Paul D ispatch, 
June 28).

There are those in “ lib e ra l”  c ir ­
cles who say th a t the M inneapolis 
case is not im p ortan t, th a t the 
governm ent is no t “ serious”  in 
its  prosecution, th a t l i t t le  or 
no th ing  w i l l  come o f it .

B u t they are re fu t in g  the facts 
leading up to  the ind ic tm ent, by 
the desperate lengths to  w h ich 
B iddle and the prosecution have 
gone in a tte m p tin g  to  hide th e ir  
rea l reactionary  motives, by the 
obvious con trad ic tions in the 
statements exp la in ing  the rea­
sons fo r  the t r ia l,  by the g la r in g  
^consistencies b e t w e e n  these 

statem ents and the ind ic tm ent 
N o adm in is tra tion  would go 

to such lengths or place its e lf  
in  such a com prom ising posi­
t ion  unless i t  was in  deadly se­
riousness. d e t e r m i n e d  t o 
go th rough w ith  the case and 
secure convictions, i f  on ly to 
take the curse o f f  w ha t it  has 
a lready done and “ ju s t i fy ”  its  
course up to now.

M ost decisive o f a ll is the fa c t 
th a t the Roosevelt a d m in is tra ­
tion  is serious about the w a r, and 
it is serious, the re fore , about ge t­
t in g  a conviction in th is  case as 
an im p o rta n t p a r t o f its  w a r 
preparations.

L e t there be no m istake about 
t. The governm ent is in deadly 

earnest about ra ilro a d in g  the 28 
"fendants to  prison . P rogres­

sive w orkers  m ust m obilize a ll 
th e ir  forces to  help the f ig h t  
against a conviction in th is  case, 
a conviction w h ich w i l l  jeopard­
ize th e ir  r ig h ts  and libe rties  in 
the w a r days ahead.

LaGuardia No Friend 
O f Negroes O f Harlem
His Record of Discrimination and of Brutal Neglect 
Not Wiped Out by Rare Appointments of Negroes to Office

By M Y R A  W A R D
In Harlem there are few illusions about the great “ liberal” , 

LaGuardia. For everyone who defends him, there are a hun­
dred others who point to his broken promises, his system of dis­
crimination, his brutal police force. To the masses of Negro 
people, he is no different from any other boss politician, — fu ll 
of campaign speeches and benevolence, but unwilling to l i f t  a 
finger in real aid.

Fiorcllo LaGuardia has always posed as a great friend of 
the Negroes. I le never hesitates to ask for votes because of the 
appo in tm ent o f some Negroes ♦ --------------------------------------------------------
d u rin g  his adm in is tra tion . B u t 
w h a t does the record reveal?

On one hand he made a lavish 
d isp lay o f p lacing Com m issioner 
B a ttle  on the parole board. B u t 
i t  was w ith  much less p u b lic ity  
tha t he had E w a rt G u in ie r , 'm ili­
ta n t trade un ion leader o f the 
CIO State, County and M un ic ipa l 

’ orkers o f A m erica , f ire d  on 
fram ed-up charges. LaG uard ia  
is w ill in g  to appo in t a few  N e­
groes who w i l l  c a rry  ou t his o r­
ders, hu t he attacks them  v ic ious­
ly  i f  they t r y  to defend th e ir  
r ig h ts .

LaG uard ia  no is ily  ins is ts  th a t 
lie has championed Negro rig h ts . 
B u t behind the scenes, he has ac t­
ed as a ll Negro and labor ha ting  
po litic ians.

W hat has he done in  H arlem  
about unem ploym ent and d isc rim ­
ina tion  in defense industries? 
A bout old houses, m any o f them 
f ire  hazards, and exo rb ita n t 
rents ? A bou t the problem s o f re ­
lie f, health , and education?

In  1935 he appointed a com­
mission to investiga te  conditions. 
Th is was not prom pted by any de­
sire to help the Negro people. 
B u t a t in d e r box o f race r io ts  
had been set o f f  by several sm all 
'ncidents. In  a sho rt tim e  the 
en tire  populace o f H arlem  had be­
come tho ro ug h ly  aroused in p ro ­
test against d isc rim ina tion , in ju s ­
tice, and in to le rab le  liv in g  condi­
tions. Even the police w ith  a ll 
th e ir  fo rce  and b ru ta li ty  could 
not cope w ith  the s itua tion . So 
M ayo r LaG uard ia  prom ised th a t 
his commission would investigate 
conditions.

W ha t did the commission find?

They found th a t the la rge s t p ro ­
po rtion  o f those in  in d u s try  were 
forced in to  unskilled  and the low ­
est-paid occupations. T ha t there 
was no check on companies which 
refused to  h ire  Negroes or le t 
them w o rk  on ly in the capacity 
o f po rte rs  o r m enials. They 
found th a t the Board o f T rans­
portation, under the  d irec t ju r is ­

d ic tion  o f the M ayor, fo r  the most 
p a rt refused to h ire  Negroes. 
The few  p la tfo rm  men who were 

i h ired by the Independent Subway 
System were confined la rg e ly  to 
H arlem .

They discovered th a t alm ost 
h a lf o f H a rle m ’s fam ilies  lived on 
re lie f. T h a t o ften people had to 
beg a t the re lie f  office fo r  weeks 
and m onths before they were g iv ­
en any a tten tion . T h a t d isc rim in ­
a tion  on W P A  flou rished  under 
the ve ry  nose o f LaG uard ia. 
Skilled mechanics, e lectric ians, 
etc., were forced in to  the cate­
go ry  o f common laborers, were 
h ired  o r f ire d  a t the w h im  o f the 
p a rtic u la r supervisor.

They were shocked to f in d  th a t 
school bu ild ings were so old, so 
few , and had such poor and in ­
adequate equipm ent. In  a ll o f 
H arlem  there is bu t one h igh 
school. The elem entary schools 
are overcrowded, and f u l l  o f d is­
c r im in a to ry  practices. The police 
do no th ing  about the v icious re ­
sorts, —  saloons, narcotic centers, 
and disreputable hotels which are 
near, even nex t to, many o f the 
schools.

W ith  the exposure o f a ll these 
conditions, M ayor LaG uard ia re a l­
ly  had his o p p o rtu n ity  to  dem­
onstra te  to  the Negro people his

desire to help them. B u t w h a t 
d id  he do? He suppressed the 
re p o rt! He does no t dare to ex­
pose such conditions fo r  fe a r o f 
the ind igna tion  and un ited  action 
o f black and w h ite  w orkers 
aga inst the landlords, p ro fitee rs , 
etc., and the po litic ians  who p ro ­
tec t them.

Thus LaG uard ia  has done prac­
t ic a lly  no th ing  to help the Negro 
people. Instead he m a in ta ins  r 
la rge  police force in  H arlem , at 
f u l l  lib e r ty  to beat up and a rres t 
pickets who are t ry in g  to secure 
be tte r w o rk in g  conditions, o r m i­
lita n ts  who p ro test aga inst the 
in jus tices and J im -C row  prac­
tices. They are allowed to break 
in to  and search homes w ith o u t 
■ven the fo rm a lity  o f a w a rra n t. 

They have fre q u e n tly  been known 
to in te rfe re  between colored and 
w h ite  people who meet together. 
LaG uard ia  hopes, by  the appo in t­
m ent o f a few  colored policemen, 
to hide the rea l s itua tion .

W e in  H arlem  have learned 
th a t no Dem ocratic o r Republican 
candidate, no m a tte r how libe ra l 
he pretends to  be, can solve our 
problem s. B oth these pa rties  rep­
resent the rich  and the pow erfu l, 
the people who own and contro l 
the w ea lth , the  industries , the 
newspapers, etc. They have no 
in te res t in  the problem s o f the 
Negroes, no r o f the w o rk in g  clas- 
th roughou t the w o rld .

W ha t we need is a p a rty  com­
posed o f the w o rk in g  class, whose 
in te rests lie  solely w ith  a ll sec­
tions o f the w orkers. A  p a rty  
whose basic p rogram  includes fu ll 
economic, social, and p o litica l 
r ig h ts  fo r  the Negro people. A

a r ty  w h ich  is n o t a fra id  to ex­
pose th is  w a r fo r  w h a t i t  is, -— 
an im p e ria lis t s trugg le  fo r  p ro f­
its, m arke ts, and con tro l, and to 
conduct ag ita tio n  w h ich w i l l  once 
and fo r  a ll explode th is  m yth  o f 
democracy.

There is on ly  ono such pa rty , 
—  the Socia list W orkers P a rty . 
James P. Cannon is its  candidate 
fo r  m ayor in  the Nov. 4 election.

Post-War Crisis 
Will Grip A ll 
Capitalist Lands
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The Cris is A j l e r  the W ar
Just in case the adm irers o f fa sc is t economy 

fa iled  to- note it ,  we call th e ir  a tte n tio n  to an 
a rtic le  in  the New Y o rk  T im es o f October 22 
concerning th a t economy. I t  quotes the president 
o f the Adam  Opel Co. (the General M otors o f 
G erm any), D r. C a rl.L u e r, in  an address made by 
h im  to  t lie  F ra n k fo rt-o n -th e -M a in  Cham ber o f 
Commerce, dealing w ith  the tasks th a t would face 
German in d u s try  a fte r  the w ar.

The im portance o f the a rtic le  lies n o t in  its  
con firm ation  o f w h a t we have p rev ious ly  pointed 
out concern ing the e ffe c t o f the w a r in d is to r t­
ing German economy. I t  is not German economy 
alone th a t is being system atica lly  underm ined by 
the war, hu t a l l ca p ita lis t economy in a ll coun­
tries . The w a r is consum ing so trem endous a 
po rtion  o f the w ealth o f society th a t the o rd in a ry  
forces o f p roduction arc depleted and m ust he a l­
lowed to run  down. D r. Le u r estim ates ( i t  is 
by fa r  too conservative an estim ate) th a t the 
accumulated value o f replacem ents and repa irs  to 
m ach inery and o ther in d u s tr ia l equipm ent th a t 
m ust be postponed t i l l  a f te r  the w a r amounts 
to f iv e  b illio n  m arks a year. The N azi leader 
adds soberly th a t th is  yea rly  sum has a tendency 
Lo rise in a geom etrica l progression as more 
o f the m achinery o f production wears out.

Th is w i l l  be the f irs t  task  o f the German in ­
d u s tria lis ts  a f te r  the w a r —  the reb u ild ing  o f 
the in d u s tr ia l apparatus. B u t Lu e r does no t te ll 
us where the w ea lth  w i l l  come fro m  th a t is neces­
sary to th is  process o f rebu ild ing . N a tu ra lly  the 
German cap ita lis ts  re ly  on H it le r  to  loo t a ll o f 
Europe and a ll o f the colonies he can seize fro m  
the o ther im p e ria lis ts  fo r  the purpose. M eantim e 
tlie  German masses, who have learned to  do- w ith ­
ou t so many th ings  in  th e ir  d a ily  lives, w i l l  have 
to continue do ing w ith o u t fo r  a num ber o f years 
even a f te r  the w ar. F o r p r io r ity  w i l l  have to he 
given to the in d u s tr ia l apparatus before any a t­
ten tion is g iven to consumers’ goods. In  short, 
(he masses w i l l  have to pay fo r  the w a r long 
a fte r  in a te r r ib ly  lowered standard o f liv in g .

M arx is t  Analys is  C o n f i rm e d
T his item  o f news thereby con firm s com plete ly 

w ha t M a rx is ts  have been repea ting  fo r  m any 
years. F a r fro m  so lv ing  any problem s o f society, 
the w a r m ere ly  drags c iv iliz a tio n  fu r th e r  to ­
wards the abyss. The same th in g  th a t is hap­
pening in Germ any is ta k in g  place in Eng land 
and in  the U n ited  States.

The w a r is s to r in g  up a trem endous cris is , 
more te rr ib le  even tha n  any previous one. Iro n ­
ic a lly  enough, the w a r creates a s itua tion  where 
in some sectors o f economy unmanageable surp lus­
es come in to  existence already. T h is  is p a rtic u la r­
ly  tru e  o f those countries th a t produce a g r ic u lt­
u ra l products fo r  export. Thus by 1942 there  
w i l l  be a surp lus o f a b illio n  and a h a lf  bushels 
o f wheat in  the fo u r  g re a t wheat countries 
(U n ited  States, Canada, A rge n tin e  and A u s tra ­
lia ) .  T h is  is a f u l l  y e a r’s crop, and a bum per 
one a t th a t. S im ila r ly  w ith  cotton, sugar and 
coffee. B raz il, “ n o rm a lly ”  bu rn ing  more than a 
th ird  o f its  coffee production, w i l l  he forced 
to burn even more each year. The disturbance 
in in te rn a tio n a l trade  due to  w a r conditions, 
makes fo r  an im m ediate c ris is  the m om ent the 
w ar stops.

The stored-up a g r ic u ltu ra l surpluses w i l l  be 
face to  face w ith  a p ros tra te  in te rna tiona l m a r­
ket. Th is m a rke t w i l l  no t conta in  su ffic ie n t in ­
du s tria l goods to exchange fo r  the foods needed 
by the m a n u fa c tu rin g  countries. On top o f a ll 
th is  there w i l l  be p iled the m oneta ry  cris is , w ith  
currencies in fla te d  and underm ined. The Nazis, 
who wore credited by some w ith  the m agica l pow­
er to con tro l economy and avoid serious in fla t io n , 
show the greatest fe a r o f the in fla t io n  th a t a l­
ready exists. They are com ple te ly unable to  con­
tro l the “ fre e ”  m a rke t th a t exists behind the 
“ lega l”  one. The shortage o f goods and the 
existence o f unsa tis fied  bu y in g  power cannot be 
con tro lled in de fin ite ly , even d u rin g  w a r-tim e . 
The end o f the w a r w i l l  b r in g  w ith  i t  the b u rs t­
ing  o f the dam o f in fla tio n .

E conom ic  Cris is  f o r  Im per ia l is ts
Need we add a n y th in g  concerning the im m e­

diate unem ploym ent due to  the stoppage o f the 
w a r industries  boom? C apita lism  is to ta l ly  in ­
capable o f re g u la tin g  its  dislocations. I t  cannot 
plan any g radua l correction o f w a r in d u s try  to  
peace-time production. The dem obilization o f 
the vast arm ed forces w i l l  in  and o f its e lf  b ring  
on a cris is  o f the economy. To- keep these arm ed 
forces in being, even fo r  the v ic to r  (the van ­
quished w il l  be forced to  dem obilize a t once), 
w i l l  mean fu r th e r  trem endous ou tlays o f m oney 
and w ealth . B u t dem ob iliza tion  w ith  some so rt 
o f dole fo r  the period o f re h a b ilita tio n  w il l  also 
mean a g re a t d ra in  on the n a tion a l treasu ry .

The na tiona l debt w i l l  no t cease m ounting  a fte r  
the w a r. T h a t debt w i l l  represent the w ea lth  
not m ere ly  o f m any ind iv idua ls  who hold public 
bonds and securities, b u t also the w ea lth  o f a ll 
the la rge banks and corpora tions forced to  sub­
scribe d u rin g  the w a r to  p ro tec t th e ir  system o f 
exp lo ita tion . In  G erm any every corpora tion  has 
la rge  sums invested in  the governm ent loans 
and securities. I t  is obvious th a t these can never 
be fu l ly  repaid, i f  they can be repaid a t a ll. N a­
tion a l bankrup tcy  m ust in e v ita b ly  add to  the 
process o f in fla tio n .

I t  is an illus ion  to th in k  th a t the v ic to rious 
im p e ria lis t camp can escape th is  whole cris is  by 
un loading i t  on the backs o f the defeated enemy. 
Germ any is a lready f in d in g  i t  d if f ic u lt  to  squeeze 
uore loo t ou t o f the occupied countries. H e r 
demands have been so u rg e n t th a t she has im ­
poverished the whole o f Europe. There is no 
more loot to he had in  the same quan tities  as 
when G erm any seized H olland, Belg ium , Den­
m ark. N orw ay, France, etc. The economic cris is  
w i l l  a ffe c t both the w inners and the losers o f the 
w ar. T h a t is the da rk  p ic tu re  th a t faces the 
masses —  i f  cap ita lism  continues to  ru le  a f te r  
the w a r.
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T o  de fend  the  USSR as the  m a in  

fo rtre ss  o f  the  w o r ld  p ro le ta r ia t, 

against a ll assaults o f  w o r ld  im p e r ia l­

ism  and o f  in te rn a l co u n te r-re v o lu tio n , 

is the  m ost im p o r ta n t d u ty  o f  every 

class conscious w o rk e r.

— LEON TROTSKY

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M il i ta r y  t ra in in g  o f  w o rke rs , financed 

by the  gove rn m e n t, b u t u n d e r c o n tro l 
o f  the  tra d e  un ion s . Specia l o ff ic e rs ’ 
tra in in g  cam ps, financed  by  the  gov­
e rn m e n t b u t c o n tro lle d  by the  trade  
un ion s , to  t ra in  w o rke rs  to  become 
o ffice rs .

2 . T ra d e  u n io n  wages f o r  a ll w o rke rs  
d ra fte d  in to  the  a rm y .

3 . F u l l  e q u a lity  f o r  Negroes in  the  a rm ed 
fo rces  and the  w a r in d u s tr ie s — D ow n  
w ith  J im  C row ism  everyw here .

4 . A  peop les’ re fe re n d u m  on any and a ll 
wars.

5 . C on fisca tion  o f  a ll w a r p ro fits .  E x p ro ­
p r ia t io n  o f  a ll w ar in d u s tr ie s  and th e ir  
o p e ra tio n  u n d e r w o rke rs ’ c o n tro l.

6 . F o r  a r is in g  scale o f  wages to  m eet the  
r is in g  cost o f  l iv in g .

7. W o rk e rs  Defense G uards against v ig ­
ila n te  and fasc is t a ttacks.

8 . A n  In d e pe n de n t L a b o r P a rty  based on  
the  T rade  U n ions .

9 . A  W o rk e rs ’ and F a rm e rs ’ G ove rn ­
m en t.

Roosevelt's Threat 
To Labor’s Rights

Roosevelt's blunt threat of repressive govern­
mental action, including passage of anti-strike leg­
islation, to drive the 53,000 striking workers of the 
steel corporations’ "captive” coal mines back to 
work, is more than a gun pointed at the individual, 
John L. Lewis, President of the United Mine W ork­
ers (CIO).

I t  is a gun cocked, primed and aimed at the 
head of every worker in the United States.

Roosevelt's demand for the strikers’ return to 
work is no mere appeal to "reason" or patriotism. 
I t  is an open notice, backed up by threat of all 
the repressive power of the capitalist state, that 
workers cannot strike.

Roosevelt is telling the American workers fla t­
ly  that he is not interested in the merits of their 
demands, the justice of their cause, the intoler­
able level of their conditions, lie  is interested in 
one thing only: There shall be no strikes.

This is tantamount to telling American labor 
that henceforth they must submit unconditionally 
to the dictates of the capitalist class. The work­
ers must meekly accept the increasing blows being 
rained on them by the corporations.

" I f  you do not strike” , Roosevelt, in effect, tells 
labor, "then I w ill permit you to retain the legal 
fiction of the 'right' to strike.” 1 his is blackmail.

“ I f  you do strike, then 1 w ill take that right 
away.” This is a raised club.

In short, Roosevelt has decreed that the work­
ers have the 'right' to strike only if  they do not 
exercise that ‘right’.

For whose benefit, the workers or the bosses, 
does Roosevelt ask the miners to surrender their 
right to strike? His second letter to Lewis, sent 
last Sunday, states:

"In  this crisis of our national life there must 
be uninterrupted production of coal for making 
steel, that basic material of our national defense. 
That is essential to the preservation of our free­
doms, yours and mine; those freedoms upon which 
the very existence of the United Mine Workers 
of America depends.”

Roosevelt's strikebreaking threat, it would seem, 
has nothing to do with helping the steel barons, 
with aiding them in their fight to smash organ­
ized labor. Oh, no! Roosevelt is doing all this 
for the miners’ own good!

But what more precious freedom do the miners

have than the freedom to strike?
The existence of the United Mine Workers of 

America, and of every other labor union, has not 
depended prim arily on those abstract “ freedoms” 
Roosevelt proclaims.

Without the strike weapon, the workers would 
stand helpless before the onslaughts of the em­
ployers. Deprived of their only effective means 
of protest and struggle, the workers would have 
no freedom at all.

J. P. Morgan’s Man
Roosevelt’s pious claim that his strikebreaking 

ultimatum against the miners is in their interests 
is a lie. He really speaks for the steel barons, who 
with club and gun have fought unionism in the 
steel plants and “captive” mines for f if ty  years 
and more.

John L. Lewis declared in his letter of October 
27 to Roosevelt:

"For four months the steel companies have 
been whetting their knives and preparing for this 
struggle. . . I f  you would use the power of the 
state to restrain me, as an agent of labor, then, 
sir, 1 submit that you should use that same power 
to restrain my adversary in this issue, who is an 
agent of capital. M y adversary is a rich man 
named J. P. Morgan. . .’’

Why, indeed, i f  Roosevelt is interested solely 
in “ national defense” , does he not use the "same 
power to restrain” J. P. Morgan as he uses against 
Lewis and the miners?

If  “ national defense” is above all other inter­
ests, that of capital as well as labor, as Roosevelt 
claims, why does he not move to end the coal 
strike by using the power of the state to compel 
Morgan and the steel barons to agree to the union 
shop, the central issue of the strike. This is no 
unreasonable demand of the miners. A ll their de­
cades of experience with the steel corporations tell 
them that without some form of union shop they 
have no real protection.

Roosevelt does not move against J. P. Morgan 
because he is the agent of Morgan; he is the gov­
ernmental voice of the whole parasitic capitalist 
plunderbund which under the pretext of “national 
defense” is intensifying the efforts it has always 
made to shackle labor.

Preserving ' Freedom'
Consider the entire background of the “captive” 

mine controversy.
The miners were reasonable and patient. For 

months the steel corporations had balked at an 
agreement which had been accepted by commer­
cial mine operators employing over 400,000 soft- 
coal miners in eastern United States.

On September 14, the miners went on strike. On 
September 19, they went back to work again under 
the terms of a 30-days truce, pending the outcome 
of mediation. After stalling for weeks, the Nation­
al Defense Mediation Board on October 24 an­
nounced that it had “ no recommendation” to make 
on the disputed issue.

What was the difficulty? Why did the Board 
find it so hard to come to a decision? It had 
previously found, not the union-shop, but the clos­
ed-shop itself acceptable in the contracts of the 
commercial mines.

The answer to these questions was given by the 
New York Times, October 27, which reported:

“ This decision (no recommendation) was promp­
ted partly by the fact that the closed shop is an 
issue in current negotiations between the CIO and 
‘L ittle  Steel’ and would, if  granted in the captive 
mines, influence these parleys as well as the cur­
rent contracts between the CIO’s Steel Workers Or­
ganization Committee and other steel corpora­
tions, principally the United States Steel Corpora­
tion. . .”

There’s no ambiguity to that. The powerful 
barons don’t want the union shop for 53,000 mine 
workers because it would establish a precedent for 
000,000 steel workers. Therefore, the ND M B ob­
liges Morgan and Co., stalls o ff a strike, evades 
a decision, tosses the controversy into the lap of 
Roosevelt, who, in turn, pronounces in the inter­
ests of “national defense” that the mine workers 
must surrender to the anti-labor open-shop steel 
corporations.

After all this, Roosevelt has the cold brass to 
state that his strikebreaking threat is for the "pre­
servation. . . of those freedoms upon which the 
very existence of the United Mine Workers of Am­
erica depends.”

The fraud of Roosevelt’s “ freedoms” is revealed 
by his threats and strikebreaking actions in this 
struggle. They show the real character of the war 
he is preparing to wage in the interests of Amer­
ican imperialism. Here is the “ democracy” for 
which he wants the workers to fight.

The "freedoms” Roosevelt defends are the “ free­
doms” of the open-shop, compulsory arbitration, 
government-controlled "unions” , work at the bay­
onet’s point.
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' Western Fron t '  Latest 
Stalin Soviet Betrayal
Kremlin Bureaucrat Tries to Salvage 
Lost Prestige by Vain Appeal to 'Allies'

Stalin is playing his last cards in his betrayal of the Soviet 
Union. As the moment approaches when he must make a fu ll 
accounting for the catastrophe to which his leadership and poli­
cies have brought the USSR, the Kremlin bureaucrat tries to 
salvage his lost prestige by sowing the illusion that the Soviet 
Union w ill yet be saved if only the Allied imperialists can be 
persuaded to open a “ western'*'-----------------------------------------------------
fro n t,"  and thereby draw o ff the 
strength of H itle r 's  invad ing  a r­
mies.

In  recent weeks the S ta lin is t 
press in  England and Am erica 
has been saying, by order of the 
K rem lin , th a t on ly the creation 
of a Western F ron t can stave o fi 
a n n ih ila tio n  fo r the USSR.

Thus on Oct. 19, the Sunday 
Worker  declared:

“ Today th is  H it le r  monster, 
backed by a conquered and looted 
Europe, attacks Moscow. A lt-out 
aid has been promised by power­
fu l countries, B r ita in  and the 
United States. T h is  aid, and the. 
opening of a second war front 
somewhere in Western Europe, 
must be given now. Moscow’s 
danger is grave ”

To make its  plea more em­
phatic, the Sunday Worker,  in  
the same issue, f la t ly  adm itted .

“ B u t the Red A rm y , w e ll- 
equipped and well-led though i t  
be, cannot alone defeat H it le r  
w ith  his resources draw n from  
an en tire  continent. The de­
fe a t o f H it le r  requires the open­
ing  up o f a second f ro n t in  
W estern Europe by G reat B r i t ­
ain, w ith  the fu l l  m ilita ry  sup­
p o rt o f the U n ited States.”
In  the op in ion of the S taiin ists, 

therefore, the on ly  th in g  which 
can now save tlie  Soviet Union 
is a full-scale m ilita ry  offensive 
hy (lie  A llie d  arm ies against H i t ­
le r's  arm ies “ somewhere”  in 
western Europe.

W H A T  S T A L IN  
D E P E N D S  ON

T h is  is no th ing  less than a con­
fession by S ta lin  tha t the Soviet 
Union lacks the in te rna l re­
sources. in  the Red A rm y  and in 
the masses of the Soviet workers 
and peasants, to resist any 
fu rth e r H it le r ’s im p e ria lis t ag­
gression. I t  is an unconditiona l 
admission tha t the salvation of 
the USSR lies exclusively w ith  
forces outside the rem a in ing 
boundaries of the firs t workers 
state in  h istory.

B ut w hat arc these forces to 
which S ta lin  turns? On w hat does 
lie w ant to stake the very exist­
ence of (lie USSR? On the bayo­
nets and guns of the A llie d  im ­
p e ria lis t arm ies!

From  die first, S ta lin  lias l in k ­
ed the fate of the Soviet Union 
w ith  (lie im p e ria lis t aim s of 
B r it is h  and American capitalism . 
Now, lie procla im s th a t the Soviet 
Union must appeal to the m il i­
ta ry  forces o f these same im per­
ia lis ts  to  save its e lf. These A llied  
armies, whose sole purpose is to 
c a rry  out a program of im p e ria l­
is t conquest and plunder, are. for 
S ta lin , the on ly hope of salvation 
of the USSR.

S ta lin  is in effect asking I he 
w o rld  w ork ingclass and the Soviet 
masses to p in  th e ir  hopes on an

illu s ion  which can on ly lead to a 
debacle.

C h urch ill and Roosevelt do not 
w ant to save the Soviet Union. 
They wish, in  fact, its  u ltim ate  
destruction. They pursue only 
th e ir  own im p e ria lis t ends, w hich 
include the u ltim ate  an n ih ila tio n  
on the USSR. W hat c r im in a l fo l­
ly  i t  is to delude workers w ith  
the idea tha t B r it is h  and Am er 
ican im peria lism  w i l l  sacrifice 
even one soldier to hold the firs t 
workers state back from  the edge 
of the abyss.

T H E  E X T E N T  OF 
IM P E R IA L IS T  A ID

W ha t has happened to tha t p re­
vious panacea projected by S ta lin  
but a few days ago: th a t the A1 
lies were going to give the Soviet 
Union a flood of m ate ria l aid? 
W hat has happened to a ll the 
grandiose promises of C hurch ill 
and Roosevelt?

T lie S ta lin is ts  themselves are 
forced to adm it now, tha t these 
promises rem ain la rge ly on paper 
and tha t a ll evidence indicates 
tha t they w ill stay there.

The Daily  Worker, October 23 
e d ito r ia lly  complains:

“ We are puzzled . . .  to read 
tha t M r. Jesse Jones has, since 
June 22, been able to lend the 
Soviet Un ion on ly th ir ty -s ix  m il 
lio n  do lla rs through lease-lend 
agencies.

“ T h irty -s ix  m illio n  do llars is 
less than Great B r ita in  spends for 
the w ar in  a single day.

"W hich  means th a t w h ile  the 
Rod A rm y  has been hold ing H i l ­
le r o ff fo r fou r m onths in  the 
bloodiest figh ting  the w orld  has 
ever seen, i t  has been allowed 
to borrow  about a single day’s 
w ar losses from  the lease-lend 
agencies . . .  I t  needs no inside 
in fo rm a tio n  to realize tha t the 
’substantia l’ aid which H a rrim an  
described as u rgen tly  needed w il l  
have to go in fa r greater quan­
tit ie s  than the pace set tin ts fa r.”

The D a ily  W orker even resorts 
in its  desperation, to veiled 
“ th rea ts”  on th is  score, in an 
ed ito ria l in the same issue, which 
declares:

“ A dangerous line  is develop­
ing in  certa in  upper circles tha t 
Am erica should prepare to defeat 
H it le r  — but in 1943. OPM D i­
rector Knudscn calls th is  a “ V ic ­
to ry  program " . . . The im mediate 
practica l effect or th is  program  
is to provide an excuse fo r not 
going a ll out against H it le r  now 
and to paralyze aid to the Soviet 
Union . . . ”

W atch out, the S ta lin is ts  are 
te llin g  the Am erican ru lin g  class, 
lest wc brand you as “ appeaser"!

W H A T  IS  S T A L IN ’S 
PRO G RAM ?

D ark h in ts  and bluster! But 
the S ta lin is ts  do not even t r y  to

expla in how the A llie d  im p e ria l­
is ts  who are doling' ou t on ly 
crumbs by w ay o f arm s and sup­
plies to the Soviet Union, can be 
expected to r is k  en tire  arm ies in  
an offensive calculated solely to 
save the Soviet Union. No. when 
the A llied  im peria lis ts  fight, i t  
is on ly fo r th e ir  own interests, 
the reactionary ends of a ll im ­
p e ria lis t bandits.

C hurch ill, through his cabinet 
emissaries, has already said as 
much to the labor members of 
the House of Commons. He pleads 
the impotence ot the B r it is h  m il i ­
ta ry  machine as a pre text fo r 
denying S ta lin ’s plea.

The u tte r fu t i l i t y  and c rim ina l 
deception of the demand that the 
"democracies" open a western 
f ro n t  can no longer be camou­
flaged  by the S ta lin is ts . The ques­
tion  which the Soviet masses, the 
S ta lin is t rank and file, the w o rk ­
ers of the w o rld  should ask is:

W hat program  to save the So­
vie t Union does S ta lin  propose in  
the event tha t the cap ita lis t “ de­
mocracies do not open a “ west­
ern fro n t"?

The on ly  possible answer is 
tha t S ta lin  has no program. The 
bankruptcy of his reg im e and 
policies stand fo rth  naked fo r a ll 
to see.

W ith  th is  fic tion  of a "western 
fro n t”  blown away, a ll tha t S ta lin  
can o ffe r is to d ra in  the last drop 
of blood from  the Soviet people 
and make a fo r th r ig h t cap itu la ­
tion  to H itle r.

B u t is the on ly  sa lvation fo r  the 
Soviet Union, as the S ta lin is ts  
insist, the opening of a western 
f ro n t  by the im p eria lis ts?  T h a t 
S ta lin  has led workers to believe 
th is  is one of the crow n ing  in ­
famies of his infam ous career.

R E A L  A L L IE S  OF 
T H E  S O V IE T  U N IO N

There s t i l l  rem ains the one de­
cisive force which can save the 
Soviet Union, w h ich  S ta lin  dares 
not summon. That force is the 
p ro le ta ria t of Germany and the 
occupied te rr ito r ie s  of Europe.

Here is the power, when organ­
ized fo r revo lu tiona ry  struggle, 
w h ich can s tr ik e  a m orta l blow 
to H it le r  from  the rear. T h is  was 
the power w h ich  saved the Soviet 
Union du ring  the im p e ria lis t in ­
te rven tion  and c iv i l w ar of 4918- 
1920.

I t  ic to th is  power alone tha t 
the Soviet masses can and m ust 
tu rn  fo r the defense of the Soviet 
Union.

The peoples of the occupied 
te rr ito r ie s  have demonstrated in 
blood tha t they need only a pro­
gram  and leadership to rise and 
sweep before (hem the forces of 
German im peria lism  and a ll im ­
perialism s.

The one banner around which 
they w il l  un ite  is the pro le ta rian  
revo lu tiona ry  banner.

"F o r (he Socialist United States 
of E urope !"

That is the appeal w h ich  the 
Soviet, peoples m ust address to 
the masses of Europe. That is the 
fro n t — the class fro n t and not 
an im p e ria lis t “ western fro n t”  — 
which can destroy H itle r is m  and 
save, the Soviet Union fo r w orld  

i socialism .

Open A i r  R a l l y
Union Square - 17 St. between Broadway and 4th Ave. 

Saturday, November 1st, at 3 P. M.

FOR

JAMES P. CANNON
T ro ts k y is t A n ti-W a r C andidate  f o r  M ayo r 

S ¡Ufa he rs :

A R T  P R E IS , G EORGE G R A N T , LO U  CO O PER,

AN N  AN D ER S

Loudspeakers : :  M usie

D o m i u i t h  thè im p e r ia l is t  w a r !

D e fen d  l i te  2H a n l i -u a r  m i l i ta n ts !

S u p p o r l  t l ie  an l i- iva r cand ida le  f a r  M a y o r !

Al

The Crimes 
O f Stalin

By Lydia Beidel

I. How Stalin Throttled the Ger- 
man Proletarian Revolution - 1923
T H E  B A C K G R O U N D  OF 1923 E V E N T S

In  G erm any: The fu l l  and ho rrib le  im p lica tions o f 
the Versa illes peace had become apparent. Mass 
s ta rva tio n  ravaged and haunted the p ro le ta r ia t; the 
pe tty-bourgeo is ie  was being ra p id ly  ru ined ; a ca ta­
stroph ic in fla t io n  menaced a ll o f society. The French 
ru lin g  class, ta k in g  its  pound o f German flesh, oc­
cupied the r ich  coal and in d u s tr ia l area o f the Ruhr.

In  January, 1923, the Social-Democracy was driven 
ou t o f power by the open ca p ita lis t reg im e o f Cuno, 
which began an offensive aga inst the w o rk in g  class 
in order to sa tis fy  the demands o f the A llie s  and to  
stab ilize German cap ita lism . B y  the second week o f 
A ugust, Cuno’s governm ent was driven ou t o f power 
by a general s tr ike .

Mass unrest and defin ite  mood fo r  revo lu tion  (rec­
ognized and adm itted  even by S ta lin ’s closest hench­
men a fte r  i t  was too la te ) characterized the German 
p ro le ta r ia t.

In  the Com m unist In te rn a tio n a l: Len in  was i l l ;  
T ro ts k y  had been isolated by the T ro ik a  (an a n ti- 
T ro ts k y  a lliance o f S ta lin , Z inoviev and Kam enev).

P R O BLEM  F A C IN G  T H E  G E R M A N  
C O M M U N IS T S :

The Social-Dem ocracy had disclosed its e lf  in  a ll 
its  nakedness as a w ill in g  too l o f cap ita lism  aga inst 
the soc ia lis t objectives o f the w o rk in g  class. The 
rem a in ing  s te rile  she ll o f the Independent Social- 
Dem ocratic P a rty  spent its e lf  in  loud ta lk  bu t d id  
noth ing.

E ve ry  shop election, every governm enta l election, 
indicated a steady g ro w th  o f the in fluence o f the 
Com m unist P a rty . The r iv a l parties o f the w o rk in g  
class showed rap id  d is in te g ra tio n  and the masses 
g ra v ita ted  tow ard the C. .P., look ing  the re  fo r  leader­
ship and decisive action.

The obvious p o lit ic a l necessity o f the German Com­
m unists was to  cu t loose fro m  any p a rlia m en ta ry  
f l ir ta t io n s  w ith  the Social-Dem ocrats and prepare to 
s tr ik e  fo r  power —  against the V ersa illes peace and 
fo r  socialism .

S T A L IN ’S P O L IC Y :

In  a le tte r  to  Z inoviev and B ukh a rin  in  A ugust,
1923, S ta lin  thus c le a rly  fo rm u la ted  his a ttitu d e  to ­
ward the s itua tion  in  G erm any:

“ Should the Com m unists s tr iv e  (a t the g iven 
stage) to seize power w ith o u t the Social Dem ocrats? 
Have they s u ffic ie n tly  m atured fo r  th a t?  —  th a t ’s 
the question as I  see it .  . . Should the power in  Ger­
many, so to speak, drop now, and should the Com­
m unists catch i t  up, the y ’l l  fa l l  th rough  w ith  a crash. 
T h a t’s ‘a t best’ . B u t i f  i t  comes to the w o rs t —  they 
w il l  be smashed to pieces and beaten back. . . The 
Fascists, o f course, are no t napping, bu t i t  is to our 
advantage to le t  the Fascists a ttack  f irs t :  th is  w i l l  
fuse the en tire  w o rk in g  class around the Com m unists 
(G erm any is no t B u lg a r ia ) . M oreover, the Fascists, 
according to  a ll reports , are weak in  Germ any. In  
m y opin ion, the Germans should be restra ined and no t 
encouraged.”

Here we have the fa ta l germs o f the fa lse  po licy  
which today has allowed Fascism to  reach the ve ry  
gates o f Moscow: D o n 't launch an offensive aga inst 
fascism ! L e t i t  k i l l  i ts e lf  by fe a s tin g  upon the body 
o f the w o rk in g  class! Give i t  s tate power, —  o r g ive 
i t  Soviet te r r ito ry ,  —  on ly  don’t  organize the masses 
fo r  revo lu tiona ry  assault!

A C T IO N S  OF S T A L IN :

B rand ler, the lead ing f ig u re  o f the German Com­
m un is t p a rty , journeyed to  Moscow in September, 
seeking the advice and aid o f the C om inte rn  in  th is  
c r it ic a l s itua tion . He was ins tructed  by S ta lin -Z in o - 
viev-Kam enev to  use the  in fluence o f the German 
p a rty  aga inst any a tte m p t to seize power and instead 
to en ter w ith  the Social-Dem ocrats in to  the govern­
m ent o f Saxony. B ran d le r vacilla ted. S ta lin ’s line  
was acceptable to h im  because he h im se lf was a 
C entris t.

F rom  then on, the C om m unist P a rty  o f Germ any 
de libe ra te ly  discouraged a ll mass dem onstra tions and 
barred a ll the avenues to- the s trugg le  fo r  power. 
A bo rtive  up ris ings  in Saxony and B ava ria , products 
o f the spontaneous b u t unguided re vo lu tio n a ry  s p ir it  
o f the masses, were drowned in blood by the German 
bourgeoisie. S ta lin -B ra nd le r, w o rk in g  tow a rd  an 
amorphous “ w o rke rs ’ governm ent”  and aw ay fro m  
the d ic ta to rsh ip  o f the p ro le ta r ia t, betrayed the G er­
man revo lu tion  o f 1923 and cleared the w a y  fo r  the 
fu tu re  ascendancy o f Fascism.

E F F E C T  UPO N T H E  W O R LD  
R E V O L U T IO N A R Y  M O V E M E N T :

Upon rea liza tion  th a t the C om m unist P a r ty  o f G er­
m any was u n w illin g  to conduct a re vo lu tio n a ry  s tru g ­
gle under the m ost auspicious conditions, the w orkers 
turned away fro m  the C. P. The p a r ty  was declared 
ille g a l; more than 9,000 w orkers were p u t on t r ia l .  
There was an epidem ic o f “ prison suicides”  and o f 
w orkers being “ shot w h ile  a tte m p tin g  to  escape.”

W hen T ro ts k y  f in a lly  succeeded in  b r in g in g  to  the 
a tten tion  o f the C om inte rn the s tra n g lin g  o f the  G er­
man revo lu tion , S ta lin  vehem ently defended B rand ler 
(and thus h im se lf) and renewed h is a tta ck  upon 
M arx ism  and Len in ism , under the  guise o f a s trugg le  
aga inst T ro tsky ism .

The German revo lu tion  —  and the u 'o rld  revo lu ­
tion  —  had received its  f ir s t  stab in  the back a t the 
hands o f S ta lin . B y  th a t tim e  the General S ecre tary 
was w e ll a long in his career as the  g re a t “ o rgan izer 
o f p ro le ta ria n  defeats.”


