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The Real Conspirator

STALIN ORDERS GPU RULE FOR MOSCOW
Judge Joyce Postpones Opening Date to 
October 27 Because of Mother's Illness

MINNEAPOLIS, Oct. 21. —  America’s first peace-time 
prosecution for "sedition” since 1798 — the tria l of the 28 anti­
war defendants in the government’s “ seditious conspiracy”  case 
against the Socialist Workers Party and the CIO motor trans­
port workers Local 544 — which was originally scheduled to 
begin this Monday, has been post­
poned to next Monday m orn ing, 
October 27. The case w i l l  be 
heard by Federal Judge M. M. 
Joyce in  the federal cou rt here.

The postponement, i t  was ex­
plained, was due to the illness 
o f the judge’s m other in  P o rt­
land, Oregon.

A  request by defense attorney 
A lb e rt Goldman, who is also one 
of the defendants, th a t the t r ia l 
be postponed’ u n t il a fte r Novem­
ber 4 to pe rm it James P. Cannon. 
N a tiona l Secretary of the SWP 
and a prom inent defendant, to 
re tu rn  to New Y ork  to conduct 
his T ro tsky is t A n ti-W a r tic k e t 
cam paign fo r  m ayor was denied 
by Judge Joyce last AVednesday.

Judge Joyce coupled the denial 
of th is  request w ith  the re jection 
o f a defense m otion th a t the lis t  
o f veniremen, from  w h ich the 
ju ry  is to be selected, be made 
public. H is  decision, the judge 
said, was based on “ an u n w ritte n  
law  of th is  cou rt.”

C A S E  A T T R A C T IN G  
W ID E  A T T E N T IO N

N ationa l and in te rna tiona l in ­
terest is being focused on the 
case, w h ich  in  the words of P.M. 
New Y ork  newspaper, threatens 
“ to become labo r’s f irs t ‘cause 
celebre’ of the w ar.”

A rrayed against the defendants 
Is the most im posing force of 
ca p ita lis t agencies and groups 
ever mustered in any Am erican 
labor t r ia l fo r the prosecutions 
have been instiga ted by Roosevelt 
h im self, acting th rough h is De­
pa rtm ent o f Justice.

And ru n n in g  w ith  the leaders 
o f the cap ita lis t pack in  th is  v i­
cious attack on c iv i l libe rties  are 
the top offic ia ls  of the A F L  bu­
reaucracy, who are betraying 
every un ion p rinc ip le  in  th e ir  de­
s ire  to smash the m il ita n t  opposi­
tio n  to th e ir  d ic ta to r ia l ru le  in  
the trade unions and prove th e ir  
lo ya lty  to the boss governm ent 
and its  w a r aims.

SUPPO RT GROAVING 
FOR T H E  D E F E N S E

B ut organ iz ing  to beat back 
th is  reactionary un ited fro n t is a

grow ing arm y of workers, un ion­
ists and progressives who have 
learned about the case and r ig h t ly  
view  i t  as one of .th e  greatest 
threats to c iv i l r ig h ts  ever to 
confront the Am erican people.

Among the pow erfu l labor, and 
libe ra l groups which have de­
nounced the prosecution are the 
CIO, Labor’s Non-Partisan Lea­
gue, the U n ited A uto  W orkers, 
CIO, the Am erican C iv il L ibe r­
ties Union, and scores of CIO 
state and local bodies th rough­
out the country.

The Am erican C iv il L ibe rties  
Union th is  week issued a 16 page 
pam phlet en titled  "S e d itio n !", 
wh ich denounced the prosecution 
(sec Page 3 o f th is  issue).

General organ ization o f the 
defense, in c lud in g  the m obiliza­
tion  of pub lic  support and fin ­
ances, is being carried on by the 
C iv il R ights  Defense Committee, 
w ith  na tiona l offices a t 160 F if th  
Avenue, New Y ork  C ity.

The defendants have pledged 
themselves to an uncom prom ising 
figh t in defense of th e ir  princip les 
and of th e ir  right, to free ly  p ro­
pagate th e ir  working-class a n ti­
war ideas.
T H E  ISSUES A T  S T A K E

The prosecution, in  tu rn , is ex­
pected to employ every device of 
prejudice, fram ed testim ony, d is­
torted and fa ls ified evidence, in ­
tim id a tio n  anu extra-legal pres­
sure to ensure a conviction. The 
whole m otiva tion  of the case is to 
smash the genuine an ti-w a r op­
position to the, adm in is tra tion , 
and i t  is fe lt  tha t the prosecution 

• w i l l  resort to any means in  an 
attem pt to achieve th is  end.

E very w o rke r m ust understand 
th a t th is  prosecution aim s a blow 
a t his own r ig h ts  and liberties. 
In  the M inneapolis court-room, in 
tho next weeks and months, is­
sues may he decided, precedents 
may be established, w h ich w ill 
have far-reaching consequences 
fo r a ll Am erican labor.

A t stake is not m erely the  free­
dom of 28 ind iv idua ls  — im por­
tan t as tha t is —  but the hard- 
won r ig h ts  o f the en tire  w o rk ing  
class.

States Trial of 28 Is
For Anti-War Stand

M INNEAPOLIS, Oct. 19. — 
James P. Cannon, indicted 
Trotskyist leader and anti-war 
candidate for Mayor of New 
York, tonight opened the fifth  
annual series of the Twin Cities 
Sunday Forum here at the So­
cialist Workers Party head­
quarters, 919 Marquette Ave., 
with a stirring address on “ Why 
We Are On T ria l” , before an 
audience of 150.

Speaking or.e week before he 
is to go on t r ia l w ith  27 others 
•charged w ith  sedition and con­
spiracy to overth row  the govern­
m ent by force and violence, Com­
rade Cannon said, “ These pros­
ecutions are p r im a r ily  as a re ­
su lt of the revo lu tiona ry  an ti-w ar 
program  of the S.AV.P.”

"A ttorney-G eneral B iddle in  a 
statem ent on June 28 referred to 
the an ti-w a r declaration in  the 
p a rty ’s p rinc ip les as a cause fo r 
the action.”

Cannon pointed ou t th a t B iddle, 
w h ile  dealing a death blow to c i­
v il libe rties  in  the U. S. by th is  
tr ia l,  a t the very same tim e  gave 
in te rv iew s to the press concern­
in g  h is solemn de term ination  to 
preserve c iv i l lib e rtie s  in  war­
tim e.

Biddle, said Cannon, “ is a sym ­
bol of the double ta lk  of these 
cap ita lis t statesmen. When these 
po litic ians  ta lk  o f peace, they p re­
pare fo r  w a r. W hen they ta lk  o f 
defense, the y  mean aggression.”

Cannon described the cap ita lis t 
class as “ so decayed tha t they no 
longer have any confidence in  
themselves . . . w ith  no other 
means to solve th e ir  problems ex­
cept war and no determ ination 
except to suppress a ll opposition 
to themselves and th e ir  system.”

A  generous sum was con trib ­
uted by the audience. Grace C a rl­
son, SW P state o rgan izer and an­
o ther o f the  defendants, was 
chairm an.

Next Sunday's forum  is to be 
on “ Defense o f the Soviet U n ion ,”  
w ith  M ax Geldman as speaker.

Labor, Liberal Groups 
Donate Funds For 28

NEW  YORK, Oct. 21. —  I he C iv il Rights Defense Com­
mittee, which has been organized to aid the 28 defendants in 
the Minnesota "Seditious Conspiracy”  prosecution, announced 
today that Robert Marshall C ivil Liberties Trust has granted 
$1,000 to the Committee to be used for the Defense in this case.

The Robert Marshall C iv il Liberties Trust was set up under
th© w il l  o f the late Robert M ar­
sha ll, au thor and son of the fa ­
mous attorney, Louis M arshall, to 
be used fo r the purpose of preserv­
in g  c iv i l libe rties  in  the U n ited 
States.

In  m ak ing  th is  con tribu tion  to 
the  C iv il R ights Defense Com­
m ittee, the Trustees of th is  fund 
have recognized the im portance of 
the Minnesota case to the cause 
o f constitu tiona l libe rties  and de­
m ocra tic  righ ts .

U N IO N S  C O N T R IB U T E  
TO D E F E N S E

The C iv il R ights Defense Com­
m ittee  has also announced tho 
launch ing of a campaign fo r ?7,- 
500 to defray the heavy costs of 
fig h tin g  th is  case. Numerous don­
ations have already been received 
from  sym pathetic ind iv idua ls , 
fro m  trade unions and other labor

organiations. Among recent con­
tr ib u to rs  are the Phonix Brass 
W orkers Union, Local 462, New­
a rk , N. J.; Journeymen Tailors, 
Local 195; State. County and Mu­
n ic ipa l W orkers of Am erica, New­
a rk ; U n ited E le c tr ica l Radio & 
Machine W orkers, Local 426; 
Brewers Union, Local 2; Branch 
296 of the W orkm en’s Benefit 
Fund, D e tro it. M ich .; B ranch 918 
of the W orkm en’s C ircle, Boston, 
Mass.; the P ro le ta rian  C lub o f 
Rochester, N. Y.

“ Most people do no t realize the 
enormous expenses involved in  
figh ting  a case of th is  k in d ,”  said 
George Novack, Secretary of the 
Committee. “ I t  is necessary to pay 
fo r adequate legal counsel in  o r­
der th a t those on t r ia l  m ay be 
prope rly  defended and th e ir  legal

r igh ts  safeguarded. A  cou rt re­
po rte r and d a ily  record o f the 
proceedings may w e ll cost as much 
as $500 a week d u rin g  a tr ia l 
w h ich  may last from  s ix  to eight 
weeks. I t  is necessary to provide 
transporta tion  and liv in g  expenses 
fo r most o f the 28 defendants and 
th e ir  fam ilies, whose incomes are 
com pletely cut o ff d u rin g  the du r­
ation  of the tr ia l.  The $7,500 our 
Committee is w o rk in g  to raise 
d u rin g  the next s ix  weeks w il l  
barely cover the antic ipated ex­
penditures. We call upon a ll 
friends of c iv il libe rties  and w o rk ­
ers whose rig h ts  are d ire c tly  im ­
pe rilled  by th is  prosecution to 
con tribu te  to cu r defense fund ."

P R O M IN E N T  F IG U R E S  
JO IN  C O M M IT T E E

Those who have recently jo ined 
the C iv il R ights Defense Com­
m ittee  include. Edm und W ilson, 
famous c r it ic ;  F ra n k  Nowve, 
noted labo r a tto rn e y ; Px-ofessor 
Henderson, o f P hys io logy a t 
Yale; Rev. Edw ard N. Jackson of 
New Haven; Eilouese Day, w e ll

Labor Gained Nothing 
From AFL Convention
Craft Union Tops Ignore Workers' Problems; 
Back Boss War Program 'to the Bitter End'

By DO N DO RE
The AFL convention, which ended its two-weeks session on 

October 17 in Seattle, marked a reactionary low' point for the 
present AEL craft-union leadership.

Dominated by the iron rule of the A FL Executive Council, 
which is headed by such bureaucratic labor skates as W illiam  
Green, Matthew' Woll, Daniel Tobin and John Frey, the con­
vention was devoted to the twin tasks of mobilizing American 
labo r behind the w a r polic ies o f 
the Roosevelt a d m in is tra tion  and 
o f s treng then ing  the A F L ’s bu­
reaucra tic  m ach inery fo r  crush­
in g  m il ita n t  independent un ion­
ism .

The accom plishm ents o f  the 
convention were summed up a fte r  
its  ad journm ent by A F L  P res i­
dent Green, who stated th a t the 
actions taken would “ strengthen 
and develop the na tiona l defense 
p rogram  and re s u lt in  c a rry in g  
ou t the no -s trike  p o licy  o f the 
A F L  in  a m ore un iversa l w ay.”

In  these f in a l words, Green re ­
emphasized his declaration o f un ­
cond itiona l surrender to  the w a r 
aim s and a n ti- la b o r demands o f 
the A m erican ru l in g  class, made 
a t the ve ry  beg inn ing o f the  con­
vention when he stated th a t he 
was prepai'ed to  d ra g  the  A F L  
'own the lin e  w ith  the  w a r p ro ­
gram  o f Roosevelt “ to the b itte r  
end.”

SOPS TO  A P P E A S E  
D IS C O N T E N T E D  R A N K S

So eager were the A F L  lead­
ers to  pi-ove th e ir  lo y a lty  and de­
vo tion  to  the in te rests o f the boss

known Negro womens’ leader in 
Connecticut; Dr. W illa rd  Uphaus, 
Executive Secretary o f the  Na­
tiona l Re lig ion and Labor Founda­
t io n ; Snd Caesar Guazzo, CIO or­
ganizer, C lockworkers U n ion  Lo ­
cal 359,

governm ent, th a t th e y  made 
scarcely a pretense o f considering 
the cruc ia l problems o f th e ir  
members o r the bu rn ing  issues 
co n fro n tin g  the Am erican w o rk ­
ers.

T h in ly  sandwiched in  among 
p a tr io tic  speeches o f union lead­
ers and reac tiona ry  po litic ians  
and governm ent spokesmen, were 
pe i'func to ry  references to  or 
m ealy-m outhed reso lu tions on 
p r io r it ie s  unem ploym ent, r is in g

prices, wage freez ing , speed-up, 
etc. This, taken in  re la tio n  to 
the whole trend o f the convention, 
was lik e  hand ing ou t bread-crusts 
salvaged fro m  a p a il o f slops.

The A F L  convention m ig h t 
have passed more fo r  a jin g o is tic  
ga the ring  o f the A m erican L e ­
g ion o r Chamber o f Commerce 
than a labo r m eeting  bu t fo r  the 
fa c t o f these crum bs o ffe red  as 
a sop to  the inc reas ing ly  discon- 
tended A F L  ranks.

Shot th rou gh  the discussion 
and actions o f the convention -was 
the evidence o f the grave concern 
o f the A F L  tops over the  g ro w ­
in g  th re a t o f re v o lt in  the A F L  
ranks aga inst the d ic ta to r ia l l'ule 
and servile polic ies o f the c ra f t  
leadership.

T h is  was the basis fo r  the d is­
c r im in a to ry  proposal to  reduce 
the per-cap ita  dues to  the  A F L  
fro m  tw o  cents m on th ly  to  1 Vi 

(Continued on page 2)

SW OC Condemns Jim Crow 
Policy of the U.S . Army

Segregation and maltreat­
ment of Negro soldiers in the 
United States Army were 
sharply condemned by the re­
gional conference of the Steel 
Workers Organizing Commit­
tee (C IO ), meeting in Gary, 
Indiana, October 5.

The conference of 550 dele­
gates, representing 53 SWOC 
locals in the Chicago area, 
unanimously passed a resolu­
tion demanding that Roose- 
vent take immediate action to 
end the vicious army Jim- 
Crow system. The resolution 
also called on all CIO unions 
to organize action against dis­
criminatory treatment of the

Negroes in the army.
This action of the steel 

workers, is one further indica­
tion of the growing awareness 
in progressive union ranks of 
the undemocratic character of 
the army of American impe­
rialism. I t  is an example also 
of the progressive efforts of 
the CIO unions, in contrast 
with the AFL, to fight for the 
rights of the Negro workers, 
both in industry and the army.

I t  is clear from the attitude 
expressed by these steel work­
ers that there would be no Jim 
Crowism in military training 
if  that training were under the 
control of the trade unions.

Turns To Open 
GPU Terror To 
Bolster Regime
Edict Aimed at Silencing All Those Who 
Criticize Or Oppose Kremlin's War Policy

As the Germ an armies drive to encircle Moscow, 
the political and industrial nerve center o f the USSR, 
Stalin ’s only answer is to intensify his already m on­
strous repressions. Moscow, which has heen under 
m artial law since the outbreak o f the war, has now  
been placed in  a ‘state o f siege.’ However, the m ili­
tary authorities have not been left in control. Instead, it  is the 
GPU which has now been o p e n ly  invested with unlimited powers 
of life and death over Moscow’s 4,500,000 inhabitants.

The text of the order issued by Stalin on October 19 reads 
as follows: "Responsibility for the most strict regulation of
Moscow and suburban areas is entrusted to. . . special troops

Cannon Name 
On Ballot For 
Mayor of N.Y.

NEW  YORK, Oct. 22. — 
James P. Cannon, candidate of 
the Trotskyist Anti-W ar Party 
for Mayor of New York City, 
is on the ballot! W ith only a 
few hours left before the time 
is up for the hearing o f objec­
tions to the election petitions, 
the New York C ity  Board of 
Elections has indicated no in­
tentions of attempting to rule 
h im  o ff the ba llo t. T h is  means 
th a t the w orkers of New Y ork  
w il l  be able on E lection  Day to 
cast a vote expressing th e ir  op­
position to the Iloosevelt-W iUkie 
w ar program.

B u t w h ile  Cannon’s name w ill 
be on the ba llo t, Cannon h im se lf 
w i l l  be unable to appear in  New 
Y ork d u rin g  the c losing weeks 
o f the campaign. Because of his 
consistent opposition to the w a r 
and fascism, and his defense of 
w orkers ’ r ig h ts , he has been in ­
dicted by the Federal governm ent 
on charges of “ seditious conspir­
acy”  and ordered along w ith  27 
other labor figures to face t r ia l in  
a Federal C ourt in  M inneapolis 
on October 27.

E ffo rts  made by Cannon fo r a 
postponement o l the t r ia l to per­
m it  h im  to re tu rn  to New Y ork  
fo r active cam paigning u n t il 
November 4 were turned down 
by the Federal judge scheduled 
to t ry  the case.

B u t the campaign fo r Cannon's 
election w ill continue in  fu ll 
sw ing, h is campaign manager, 
Robert H. Chester announced.

"Cannon is being persecuted fo r 
h is an ti-w a r princ ip les ,”  Chester 
declared. “ He is going to defend 
those p rinc ip les in  court, and the 
r ig h t  of every w o rke r to express 
them. I t  is on those same p rim  
ciples tha t the Socia list W orkers 
P arty  is ru n n in g  Cannon as its  
candidate fo r  M ayor of New York. 
The a ttem pt of Roosevelt and A t­
torney-Genera! B idd le  to im prison 
Cannon on a chax-ge o f ‘conspir­
acy’ because of his an ti-w a r stand 
is a f lag ran t a ttack on c iv il l ib ­
erties and a challenge to every 
w orker who, lik e  Cannon, opposes 
the w ar.”

Chester also requested, on be­
ha lf of the Cannon Campaign 
Committee, tha t a ll the friends 
and sym pathizers of Cannon’s 
views take an active p a rt in  b rin g ­
ing  the message of the an ti-w a r 
candidate to the  w orkers of th is  
c ity  by con tribu ting  money to be 
used fo r the p r in t in g  o f election 
lite ra tu re  and by jo in in g  Cannon 
Campaign Squads in  the d is tr ib ­
u tion  of such lite ra tu re . Send your 
donations and repoi't fo r assign­
ments to  Campaign Headquai-ters, 
116 U n ive rs ity  PL, N. Y. C.

■belonging to  u n its  o f the People’s 
C om m issaria t F o r I  n t  e r  i  o r . ”  
(D a ily  W orker. October 20). Th is 
People’s C om m issaria t and its  
‘ ‘special troops” , i.e., the GPU, 
are ins truc ted  to  shoot on the 
spot “ provocateurs, spies and 
o ther enemy agents in c it in g  
breach o f d isc ip line .”  These arc 
the names S ta lin  applies to  a l l 
opponents o f his bu reaucra tic  
Regime.

Text of Stalin’s order on P. 3 of 
this issue.

—B
One need on ly  reca ll th a t S ta ­

lin ’s “ d isc ip line ”  lite ra lly  fo rb ids  
Soviet people to  ta lk  about the 
w ar to  rea lize  th a t th is  order is 
specia lly designed to p reven t any 
expression o f op in ion o r concern
—  w hethe r by c iv ilia n s  o r soldiers
— over the fa te  o f the f i r s t  w o rk­
ers state. Anyone who daree 
breathe about the fu l l  scope o l 
d isastrous defeats w h ich S ta lin ’s 
leadership has b rough t, now fa ­
ces n o t ja i l  (as was decreed on 
J u ly  5, see Pravda fo r  J u ly  6) bu t 
the f i r in g  squad.
G E N E R A LS  P U R G E D  A G A IN

A t  the same tim e  S ta lin ’s o r­
der reveals th a t he has secre tly  
purged the Generals whom  he 
had placed in  h igh  command a 
few  weeks ago. Tim oshenko, the 
fo rm e r Com m issar o f W ar, is no 
longer the commander o f the cen­
tra l (M oscow) fro n t. l ie  has been 
replaced by one Zhukov, who is 
suddenly invested by S ta lin  w ith  
the t i t le  o f “ commander o f the 
w estern fro n t . ”  Repressions and 
scapegoats —  th is  is the w ay in  
which S ta lin  —  as he prepares to 
flee fro m  Moscow— “ encourages”  
the Red Soldiers and the Soviet 
masses in  the  hour o f im m inen t 
catastrophe fo r  the f i r s t  w orkers 
state.

S ta lin ’s o rder contains no d i­
rectives fo r  h a lt in g  the im p e ria l­
is t  enemy. I t  is  devoted exclu­
s ive ly  to  measures designed “ to  
secure the  rea r o f Moscow’s de­
fenses and to  streng then the rea r 
o f troops defend ing Moscow and 
also in  o rder to  stop the  ac tiv itie s  
o f spies and saboteurs and o ther 
agents o f G erm an fascism . . .”  
(D a ily  W orker, October 20).

N o t a word in  the te x t to  in ­
voke the s p ir it  o f revo lu tiona ry  
s trugg le , the  tra d itio n s  o f Oc­
tober and th e  C iv il W ar, o r to  
ra l ly  the  Soviet w orkers fo r  a 
supremo e f fo r t  in  defense o f 
the ch ie f c ity  o f the w orkers 
state.

O FF IC E R S  ALSO  
H E L D  SUSPECT

S ta lin 's  sole concern is to  per­
petuate h im se lf and his clique in 
power. I t  would be impossible 
fo r  his reg im e to surv ive  fo r  any 
p ro tracted period i f  the true  state 
o f a ffa irs , the  fu l l  scope o f the 
defeats, were made known to  tho  
masses. T h a t is w hy  S ta lin  m ust 
reso rt to  ever m ore b ru ta l and 
naked repressions. F o r th is  task, 
no t even S ta lin 's  handpicked o f­
fice r corps can any lo ng er be 
trusted.

(Continued on page 3)

Minneapolis Trial Is 
Postponed for One Week

Biddle Attacks 
Our Program, 
Says Cannon
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W rite  to us— tell us what’s going on in  your part of the
labor m ovem ent— w h a t a re  the w o rk e rs  th in k in g  aboutT— te ll 
tw w h a t the bosses are  up to— a n d  the G -m en and the lo c a l cops—  
and the  S ta lin is ts—send us that story the c a p ita lis t press d id n ’t 
p r in t  and th a t s to ry  th e y  b u rie d  o r  d is to r te d — o u r pages a re  open 
to you . L e tte rs  m ust c a r ry  name and  address, but in d ica te  i f  you  
do n o t w a n t y o u r  name p rin te d .

Discuss P arty ’s 
M ilita ry  Policy
E d ito r:

I  have fo llow ed you r paper fo r  
some tim e  now. I  was p a rtic u la r­
ly  in terested in  you r stand on the 
w a r some tim e  back. T h a t is I  
th o u g h t th a t the peace parade in  
f ro n t  o f  the W h ite  House was 
misconceived in  th a t w a r was in ­
ev itab le  in  ou r system. So your 
po licy  o f accepting re a lity  and 
s tru g g lin g  aga inst i t  as outlined 
in  the p lanks on the ed ito ria l 
page, trade un ion wages fo r  sol­
diers, trade  union contro l, seemed 
the m ost in te llig e n t stand on the 
w a r I  had seen.

Now  you are fo r  peace and the 
S ta lin is ts  are fo r  w a r. Y e t the 
same p lanks are s t i l l  on the edi­
to r ia l page. Is  th is  consistent? 
I f  so I  should appreciate com­
m ent in you r paper on the p r in ­
cip les o f consistency. How  can 
you be aga inst w a r and s t i l l  in  
fa v o r o f accepting the re a lity  o f 
our in te rven tion?  I t  seems to 
me th a t you have made a ty p ic ­
a lly  S ta lin is t sw itch  in  po licy 
w ith o u t being shrewd enough to  
see th a t you m ust b u ry  you r 
past in  order to  stand fo r  the 
exact opposite? O r am I  w rong? 
I  am sure th a t I  am not the on ly  
one confused by you r f ro n t  and 
e d ito r ia l page policies. B y and 
la rge  I  like  you r paper and th in k  
i t  the best out, b u t you can’t  blow 
both h o t and cold.

D. F., W ashington, D. C.

(E d ito rs ’ re p ly : The w r ite r  o f 
th is  le tte r  has the im pression 
th a t p r io r  to  the S oviet-N azi w a r 
we did no t oppose the im p e ria l­
is t  w a r because we tho ugh t i t  
inev itab le . T h is  im pression is e r­
roneous.

The Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty  
and T H E  M IL IT A N T  have a l­
ways recognized th a t w a r is in ­
heren t and inevitab le  in  ca p ita l­
is t  society, and have always 
s trugg led  aga inst the  illu s ion  
th a t i t  is possible e ith e r to  abol­
ish  o r avoid w a r so long as the 
c a p ita lis t class rem ains in  power. 
B u t we have conducted th is  s tru g ­
gle  precise ly in the in te rests  o f 
the rea l s tru g g le  aga inst w ar, 
and because th a t s tru g g le  re ­
qu ires the grea test c la r ity  about 

le dangers o f pa c ifism  and s im ­
i la r  treacherous polic ies propa­
gated by the  S ta7 in is ts  p r io r  to 
the  S oviet-N azi w ar.

I t  does no t fo llo w  th a t because 
w a r is inev itab le  ur.der cap ita lism  
th a t we cease to  s trugg le  against 
the w a r, bu t ra th e r th a t we u t i l ­
ize th is  t ru th  to  continue and in ­
te n s ify  the s trugg le  against cap i­
ta lism  which produces w ar.

Fascism, too, is an inevitab le  
stage in the decay o f cap ita lism  
unless the w orkers  take power 
f irs t.  B u t we do no t conclude 
fro m  th is  th a t fascism  should be 
“ accepted” , bu t ra th e r th a t i t  is 
a ll the more necessary to  s tru g ­
gle  aga inst the c a p ita lis t system 
w hich produces fascism .

F or both these tasks our p ro ­
le ta ria n  m il ita ry  po licy, the 
s trugg le  fo r  trade  union con tro l 
o f m il ita ry  tra in in g , provides the 
p rac tica l basis fo r  a g ita tio n  in  
the period o f “ shooting w a r” . I t  
serves, in the words o f the reso­
lu tio n  adopted a t the P lenum - 
Conference o f the S.W.P. in  C h i­
cago la s t week, “ to educate the 
w orkers, to  bridge the gap be­
tween th e ir  present confused bu t 
a n ti- fa sc is t sentim ents and our 
p rogram  fo r  the e x tirp a tio n  o f 
fascism  and its  c a p ita lis t roo ts .”

The S ta lin is ts  have changed 
th e ir  line  fro m  a demand fo r  
“ peace”  to  wholehearted sup­
p o rt o f the im p e ria lis t w a r. B u t 
we have no t changed our line  a t 
a ll. W e stand on th is  fundam en­
ta l question where we have a l­
ways stood. I t  is  no t “ peace”  
w h ich  we stand fo r, bu t the con­
tin u a tio n  o f the s trugg le , in 
peace tim e  and ‘in  w a r tim e, 
against the system w hich breeds 
w a r. A l l  the demands ou r p a rty  
raises re f le c t th is  aim , and we 
find no th ing  inconsis tent o r con­
tra d ic to ry  about them .

Corrects Mistakes In  
E ditoria l On Jim  Crow
E d ito r:

I  would lik e  to ca ll you r a tten ­
tion  to a m istake in  the ed ito ria l 
e n t i t l e d  “ W hitew ash ing Jim  
Crow”  in the October 18 issue 
o f T I IE  M IL IT A N T .

In  th is  e d ito r ia l you declared 
th a t “ w h ile  E ll io t  was dismissed 
fro m  command o f F o r t B ragg, 
he was no t dismissed fro m  the 
irm y . He was on ly  trans fe rre d  

■ another fo r t ,  where he w i l l  be 
able to  continue to ca rry  ou t the 
same practices and policies he
carried...«lit a t B ragg .” .
^C o lo n e l E ll io t ,  who was in  com­
mand" a t F o r t  B '-agg the n ig h t oc 
the shooting o f Ned T urm an, 
Negro dra ftee, and the te rro r  
th a t fo llow ed, was trans fe rre d  
fro m  F o r t  B ragg , b u t no t to an­
o ther fo r t .  He has been tra n s ­
fe rred  to the job  o f in s tru c to r in 
the ROTC a t M iss iss ipp i S tate 
College.

I  make th is  correction  in  the 
in te rests o f exactness, and no t 
because I  have any disagreem ent 
w ith  the m ain po in t in  you r ed i­
to r ia l.

F o r even i f  E ll io t  had been 
d ishonorably discharged fro m  the 
a rm y, ra th e r than trans fe rre d  to 
a m in o r post, i t  would s t i l l  be 
true  th a t th is  is no “ v ic to ry  fo r  
Negro r ig h ts ”  as the S ta lin is ts  
pretend. E ll io t  was on ly  c a rry ­
in g  ou t the o ffic ia l J im  Crow 
po licy  o f the a rm y, and he was 
dismissed to cover up the fa c t 
th a t th is  J im  C row  po licy  is 
m ain ta ined on orders fro m  the 
W h ite  House its e lf. Regardless 
i f  who took  E ll io t ’s place, the 
N egro soldiers a t B ra g g  w il l  s t i l l  
be segregated and d iscrim inated 
ig a in s t.

A lb e r t  P arke r
New  Y o rk  C ity .

No Gains From AFL Convention
Jurisdictional Wars, 
Racketeering Remain 
Biggest AFL Issues

(Continued from  page 1)
cents fo r  unions o f over 300,000 
members. T h is  po licy, fro m  
w h ich the Team sters and Carpen­
te rs  alone would benefit, was 
adopted w ith  the plea th a t these 
unions needed the add itiona l 
funds to  f ig h t  the threatened o r ­
gan iza tion  o f d rive rs  and con­
s truc tion  w orkers  by the CIO.

D anie l Tobin, czar o f the A F L  
Teamsters, who is t r y in g  to  head 
o f f  a na tion -w ide re v o lt against 
h is iro n  fis te d  ru le , led the f ig h t 
fo r  th is  prSfiosal, com pla in ing  
th a t h is o u t f i t  was “ f ig h tin g  on 
every f ro n t  in  the c o u n try ”  
aga inst “ subversive elements, no t 
rea l union leaders b u t men w ith  
drunken, b lind  am b itions.”

T h is  was a reference to  the 
movement o f m il ita n t  d rivers, led 
by the m o to r tra n s p o rt w orkers 
o f M inneapolis Local 544-CIO, 
ou t o f the A F L  in to  the CIO. 
w h ich has a lready spread in to  
M innesota, N o rth  and South D a­
kota , M ontana, Iowa, I llin o is , and 
o the r states.

A  special three-hour session o f 
the A F L  Execu tive  Council was 
devoted to de libera tions over a 
re p o rt on the M inneapolis cen­
t ra l A F L  body, w h ich has been 
under “ in ve s tig a tio n ”  by the A F L  
leaders fo r  alleged fa ilu re  to 
p ro p e rly  assist the Roosevelt- 
T o b in -F B I to  smash Local 544- 
CIO. This is bu t fu r th e r  evidence 
o f how shaky the A F L  tops feel.

B y  action  o f the convention, in ­
s tiga ted  by Tobin, the Brewers 
U n ion  was suspended fro m  the 
A F L  fo r  its  re fusa l to  tu rn  over 
its  d r iv e r members to  T ob in ’s 
ju risd ic tio n .

T h is action c lim axed a long 
f ig h t  o f the B rew ers U n ion  to 
m a in ta in  its  in d u s tr ia l union 
s truc tu re  aga inst the ju r is d ic tio n ­
a l demands o f Tobin. I t  is pos­
sible th a t the  Brewers m ay seek 
a ff ilia t io n  w ith  the CIO.

A tte n tio n  o f the A F L  conven­
tion  was also concentrated on an­
o the r section o f the  organ ization 
which has broken fro m  the 
strang leho ld  o f the A F L  execu­
tive  council. A  special com m ittee 
report, adopted -by  the delegates 
was devoted to  the In te rn a tio n a l 
T ypograph ica l U n ion, w h ich  by 
referendum  vote la s t S pring  de­
cided aga inst re jo in in g  the A F L , 
from  which i t  has been suspend­
ed in  1939 fo r  re fusa l to  c o n trib ­
ute to  a “ w a r chest”  to  f ig h t  the 
CIO.

The re p o rt expressed “ deep re ­
g re t”  a t the decision o f the IT U  
and re ite ra ted  the  now classic ap­
peal o f the A F L  tops to “ come 
home”  to  the A F L . 
J U R IS D IC T IO N A L  S T R IF E

T his convention was perhaps 
even worse than previous ones 
so fa r  as ju r is d ic tio n a l squabbles 
were concerned. The A F L  lead­
ers spent much o f th e ir  tim e  t r y ­
in g  to  patch up ju r is d ic tio n a l 
f ig h ts  between the In te rn a tio n a l 
Association o f  M ach in is ts  and the 
Carpenters and Joiners, the 
B u ild in g  Trades D epartm ent and 
the A m algam ated Association of 
S tree t and E le c tr ic  R a ilw ays E m ­
ployees, and between the P a in t­
ers U n ion  and the teamsters, 
brewers, iron  w orkers, e lectrica l 
w orkers and lino leum  layers.

This in te rn a l w a rfa re , a d irec t 
consequence o f c ra ft-un ion ism ,
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belied the sm ug assertion o f 
Green, in  his acceptance speech 
on his re-e lection to the A F L  
presidency, th a t “ We came as a 
un ited fa m ily . W e have rem a in ­
ed as a un ited fa m ily  and we are 
go ing  home a more f irm ly  un ited 
r'am ily. There is  no b itte rness 
here. . .”

In  the face o f th is  open e v i­
dence o f incessant ju r is d ic tio n a l 
w a rfa re  w ith in  the A F L , Green 
had the g a ll to  speak o f the “ r i ­
val, ra id in g  organ iza tion ”  o f the 
CIO  and to  condemn i t  fo r  its  
w illingness  to o ffe r  e ffec tive  and 
progressive in d u s tr ia l un ion o r­
gan iza tion  to those m il ita n t  ele­
ments w ith in  the A F L  w ho are 
c lam oring  to  escape fro m  the 
strong -arm  role o f the reaction ­
a ry  c ra f t  leaders.

GREEN’S ID EA  OF “U N IT Y ”
The in te rn a l disputes and ju r is ­

d ic tiona l w a rfa re  w ith in  the A F L  
ai’o the m ost ce rta in  guide to the 
fa te  o f the CIO and its  in du s tria l 
unions i f  the CIO should accept 
Green’s o f fe r  fo r  “ u n ity ”  and 
“ come home”  to  the  A F L  on 
Green’s term s. These term s, as 
Green indicated in  the conven­
tion , include no th ing  less than 
unconditiona l surrender to  the 
ra le  o f the A F L  c ra f t  leadership.

U nder these term s, the  ju r is ­
d ic tion  o f the CIO unions would 
be determ ined by such c ra ft-  
union w orth ies  as F rey, H u tch in ­
son, W o ll and Tobin. These A F L  
c ra f t  leaders are eagerly  a w a it­
in g  the chance to leap lik e  a pack 
o f wolves upon the CIO unions 
and tea r them  to  pieces along 
c ra f t  lines.

T h a t th is  menace to in du s tria l

un ionism , cloaked in  the guise o f 
‘u n ity ” , is be ing seriously p ro ­

jected was indicated by the ap­
pearance o f Sidney H illm a n  a t a 
conference o f the A F L  B u ild ing  
and Construction Trades Council, 
held in  Seattle ju s t preceding the 
A F L  convention.

H illm a n  and the A F L  leaders 
go t toge ther to  la y  down a jo in t  
po licy o f de fending the deal en­
gineered by H illm a n , whereby the 
A F L  was guaranteed, by agree­
m ent, the exclusive ju r is d ic tio n  
over bu ild ing  trades w orkers  on 
governm ent construction . T h is  
move was made tyv H illm a n  and 
the A F L  to cu t the base fro m  
under the CIO U n ited  Construc­
tion  W orkers  U n ion , led by A. 
D. Lew is, b ro ther o f John L . Lew ­
is. H illm a n  is w o rk in g  over­
tim e  to  weaken the Lew is forces 
in  the CIO  and la y  the ground 
fo r  a “ u n ity ”  move a t the com­
ing  CIO na tiona l convention.

I t  was notable a t the conven­
tion  th a t the A F L  leaders d ire c t­
ed a ll th e ir  f ire  a t John L. Lew is 
and c a re fu lly  avoided any u n fa ­
vorable references to  H illm a n . 
One local A F L  union had sent the 
convention a reso lu tion a ttack ing  
H illm a n . Th is was q u ie tly  side­
tracked in  a com m ittee.

D E M A N D  O USTER 
OF T H U R M A N  A R N O L D

Outside o f its  actions in sup­
p o rt o f the w a r p rogram  and 
aga inst strikes, the m ost positive 
decision o f the convention was 
a demand fo r  the ouster o f T h u r­
man A rno ld , head o f the a n t i­
t ru s t d iv is ion  o f the Departm ent 
o f Justice, fo r  his “ a n t i- tru s t”  
cam paign aga inst the A F L

unions.
T h is p ro tes t appears like  s p it­

t in g  in to  a s trong  w ind. A rno ld  
is the appointee o f Roosevelt and 
is c a rry in g  ou t Roo-sevelt’s p o li­
cies. A f te r  g e ttin g  down on th e ir  
hands and knees to Roosevelt, 
and vow ing  h im  suppo rt to  the 
“ b it te r  end” , i t  is u n lik e ly  th a t 
the A F L  leaders w i l l  get ve ry  fa r  
w ith  th e ir  whines about A rno ld . 
The p ro te s t aga inst A rno ld , 
moreover, was lim ite d  to those 
actions which he is ta k in g  aga inst 
the A F L . The reso lu tion  did not 
ob ject to D epartm ent o f Justice 
in te rven tion  a n d  prosecution 
aga inst the CIO. The A F L  lead­
ers are fo r  th a t, as shown in  the 
case o f Local 544-CIO.

The convention also complained 
aga inst the N LR B . The Execu­
tiv e  Council did no t charge any 
general a n ti- la b o r bias, bu t s im ­
p ly  accused the N L R B  o f being 
“ p a r t ia l”  to  the CIO.

L IL Y -W H IT E  P O LIC Y
One inc iden t in. the convention 

especially h igh lig h ted  the reac­
tio n a ry  character o f the A F L  
leadership.

A . P h ilip  Randolph, president 
o f the  Brotherhood o f S leeping 
C ar P orte rs , th re w  the conven­
tion  in to  a tu rm o il when he de­
nounced the po licy  o f exclusion 
o f and d isc rim ina tion  aga inst N e­
groes in  leading A F L  unions.

He pointed ou t th a t Negro 
w orkers in  the Ford p lants “ did 
not see w hy they  should s ign up 
•ith the A F L  when the A F L  ad­

m its  i t  cannot do an y th in g  to  re ­
move d isc rim in a tio n  practiced by 
some o f its  in te rna tiona ls .”

Randolph d ire c tly  challenged

F rey, head o f the A F L  M eta l 
Trades D epartm ent, to  “ g ive a 
sta tem ent to  the A m erican pub­
lic  oil the exclusion o f the Negro 
from  sh ipyards.”  He demanded 
s im ila r  statem ents fro m  the lead­
ers o f the carpenters, m achin ists, 
pa in ters, etc.

The on ly  response to  Ran­
do lph ’s plea th a t the A F L  cease 
its  J im -C row  policies was an 
abusive a ttack  on Randolph by- 
F rey, who declared th a t he 
“ w ou ldn ’t  be surprised i f  the in ­
d ic tm ent finds its  w ay in to  
pam phlet fo rm  and is d is tribu ted  
th rough those sections where 
prejudice is greatest, m ak ing our 
task o f o rgan iza tion  ten thousand 
tim es more d if f ic u lt  than in the 
past.”

F re y ’s re p ly  c e rta in ly  w i l l  
make i t  “ ten thousand tim es m ore 
d if f ic u lt ”  fo r  the Greens, H i l l ­
mans and th e ir  S ta lin is t boot- 

! lickers to  convince the tens o f 
! thousands o f Negro CIO un ion­

ists th a t th e ir  in te rests would be 
| served by “ u n ity ”  w ith  the A F L  

under the present conditions.

R A C K E T E E R IN G  IS S U E
A s usual, racke teering  was one 

o f the m a jo r issues o f the con­
vention. And, as usual, the A F L  
leaders did no m ore than  “ de­
p lore”  its  existence.

In  the m ost w id e ly  publicized 
instance o f racke teering , the A F L  
heads did ryot even dare con fro n t 
the issue openly, b u t sneaked 
around it .

T h is  was in the case o f George 
E. Browne, head o f the Stage E m ­
ployes and M otion  P ic tu re  O per­
ators U n ion , who is now on t r ia l  
in  New Y o rk  fo r  ex to rtion .

Browne has been one o f the 
ch ie f members o f the A F L  coun­
cil, and the council members have 
no t lif te d  a fing e r to a id  the mem­
bers o f his union aga inst his ru th ­
less, racke teering  ru le . Th is 
would have meant opening a f ig h t 
fo r  un ion democracy w ith in  
Brow ne’s un ion —  and union 
democracy is the la s t th in g  which 
Green and Co. crave. The A F L  
tops would be washed ou t o f the 
labo r movement on the f i r s t  wave 
~>i genuine dem ocra tic expression 
w ith in  the A F L .

Forced by w ide p u b lic ity  given 
Brow ne’s ac tiv itie s  to  disassociate 
themselves fro m  him . the A F L  
executive council members did so 
in tho m ost cow ard ly  fash ion, 
w ith o u t reference to  the issue in ­
volved. They s im p ly  reduced the 
num ber o f v ice-presidents fro m  
15 to 18, under the p re te x t th a t 
the executive council was too 
“ unw ie ldy” , and the reby e lim in ­
ated Browne by e lim in a tin g  his 
post.

Thus the question o f racke t­
eering, as w e ll as ju r is d ic tio n a l 
s tr ife , played a constant accom- 

m im e n t to  the m a jo r theme o f 
the convention, support o f the 
war.

Once again, by  th e ir  actions in 
th is  convention, the A F L  c ra f t  
leaders stand exposed as hope­
lessly bankrup t, w ith o u t even the 
beginnings o f a p rog ram  in  the 
in te rests o f labor. I t  is  easy to 
understand, in th is  connection, 
w hy  the CIO, which is free  o f 
the in te rn a l o rgan iza tiona l evils 
o f the A F L , has become today the 
m ainstream  o f organized labor.

New Y ork Party Holds 
Spirited Convention

B y LO U  COOPER
NKW  YORK, Oct. 20. — W ith the deep im print of the 

National Plenum and Active Workers Conference decisions upon 
it, Local New York of the Socialist Workers Party held a strong 
C ity Convention of delegated branch representatives.

Comrade W illiam  Warde made a stirring speech on Sun­
day night calling for the defense of the party and the 28 de­
fendants facing t r ia l in  Minnea-
polis. The delegates and guests 
resolved to go out and ra lly  the 
workers of the c ity  to a w h ir l­
w ind fin ish of the Cannon M ayor­
a lty  campaign as an in tegra l part 
o f the defense o f the 28.

The practica l achievements of 
the Convention were v iv id ly  por­
trayed in the acceptance hy Local 
New Y ork  of a 53800 quota in  the 
new Organizational-Press Fund, 
the evaluation and acceptance of 
fo rm a l plans fo r in te rna l M arx is t 
education, and the decision to 
concentrate the w ork  of the pa rty  
cadres in  the trades unions on 
recru itm en t of the best w orker 
m ilitan ts .

There were 3! regu lar delegates 
from  the branches of New Y ork 
C ity  represented. The inv ited  a c tiv ­
ists and guests in  attendance a t the 
opening m eeting numbered 125. 
The Convention was overwhelm ­
in g ly  p ro le ta rian  in  composition, 
w ith  the delegates com ing from  
im p o rtan t trade unions in  the 
c ity , in c lud ing  e lectrica l and ra ­
dio, warehouse workers, m aritim e, 
food workers, paper workers, gar­
ment workers, m achin ists and 
other locals.

N E E D  FO R  R E C R U IT IN G
Those delegates, members of th e ir  

respective unions, greeted w ith  
de term ination and enthusiasm 
the in s tru c tive  report by Comrade 
C. Charles, acting  N ationa l Sec­
re ta ry  of the S.W.P. on the pres-

ent tasks of the p a rty  in  the trade 
unions. Tho p a rty  loca lly  and na­
tio n a lly  m ust proceed energetic­
a lly  w ith  the recru itm en t of the 
active shop m ilita n ts  to the party, 
said Comrade Charles. “ W ell-p lan­
ned :ind system atic recru itm en t 
in  1 lie unions from  which you 
come m ust become the active ha­
b it o f t lie  pa rty .”

Tho delegates care fu lly  analyzed 
tho w ork and union ac tiv itie s  of 
Hie pa rty  members in  the shops. 
B u ild  tho unions and bu ild  the 
revo lu tiona ry  party , was the en­
t ire  tone of the long discussion. 
Many delegates reported on the 
d is rup tive  and bureaucratic ac tiv ­
ity  o f the S ta lin is t leaders in  the 
unions. "These S ta lin is t leaders 
fear to a llow  th e ir  rank and f ile  
w orkers to d'setiss w ith  T ro tsky ­
ists hut we get to them a ll the 
same,”  pointed out one e lectrica l 
worker.

R E A C H IN G  T H E  S T A L IN IS T S
The exuberant s p ir it  of new rec­

ru its  from  tlie  Young Communist 
League and Com m unist P arty  per­
meated the convention. These 
young workers were enthusiastic 
and certa in  about the poss ib ility  
of recru itm en t front the rank and 
file o f the Young Communist Lea­
gue and Com m unist Party . They 
reported tha t many YC L’ers and 
CP’ers were th in k in g  about tlie  
b ig  po litica l questions of our tim e. 
“ We m ust show them why Chur­

c h ill and tiie  im p e ria lis ts  w ill not 
open up a W estern F ron t, and 
how S la lin 's  policies are leading 
the f irs t  w orkers state to catas­
trophe,”  the Convention was told 
by a delegate who u n t il recently 
had been a leading member in  tlie  
Young Com m unist League in  the 
Bronx. "W e m ust break the hyp­
nosis of S ta lin ism  over the C. P. 
members and sym pathizers.”

The report on New Y ork branch 
organ ization and propaganda by 
Lou Cooper stressed the s ig n if i­
cant increase in  d is tr ib u tio n  of 
T IIE  M IL IT A N T  by the New 
Y ork organization. “ We d is tr i­
bute thousands o f copies of the 
be&.t organizer we know, T H E  
M IL IT A N T , week in , week out. 
to factories, to union balls, to 
S ta lin is t ra llies, in  w orkers neigh­
borhoods,”  Cooper pointed out. 
“ However, we can and must 
double and yes, tr ip le , our d is tr i­
bu tion in New Y ork  in  the next 
period.”  The delegates en thusi­
astica lly  agreed tha t the forces 
o f tlie  pa rty  m ust be fu rth e r mo­
bilized in  the urgent task of dis­
tr ib u tin g  our paper to the w o rk­
ingmen and women of th is  c ity. 
Forw ard to a consistent increase 
in the d is tr ib u tio n  o f T lie  M IL IT ­
ANT, was the s p ir it  of the dele­
gates.

M A Y O R A L T Y  C A M P A IG N  
DISCU SSED

R eporting on the m ayora lty  cam­
paign o f the pa rty , comrade Ro­
bert Chester, campaign manager 
of t lie  T ro tsky is t an ti-w a r can­
didate, commended the comrades 
o f the New Y ork  organization fo r 
th e ir m agnificent election pe tition  
drive. “ 15,000 signatures looked 
p re tty  tough at firs t, bu t we’ve

Bell Aircraft Workers 
Vote To Go On Strike

BUFFALO, Oct. 20. —  After 
four weeks of getting the run­
around, the workers of Bell A ir­
craft have taken the bull by the 
horns and voted 30 to 1 for a 
strike. A t a w ild ly enthusias­
tic meeting, the largest ever as­
sembled by U.AAV. Local 501, 
Leo LaM otte , ass is tant d irec to r 
of av ia tion  fo r the U.A.W., CIO. 
said in  regard to t lie  r ig h t  to 
s tr ike : “ R igh t" are not given us; 
we must take them .”

Speaker a fte r speaker, offic ia ls 
and rank and file rs, arose to re ­
a ffirm  labo r’s fundam enta l r ig h t  
to s tr ike . N a tiona l defense was 
spoken of many times, and H it le r  
was denounced. B u t defense of 
our standard of l iv in g  was tlie  
real theme of every orator. De­
spite the p a trio tic  liqw ls of the

cap ita lis t wolves, t lie  workers 
said:

“ N a tion a l defense m ay be O.K. 
— b lit  how do we live?”

Bell lias been paying 50c. an 
hour to beginners and 70c. basic 
pay a fte r fou r months. The union 
is ask ing fo r a 75c. beginners’ 
rate, a 20c. general increase, and 
a un ion shop —very modest de­
mands in  view  of the rap id ly  r is ­
ing cost of liv in g .

T H E  C O M P A N Y ’S “ O F F E R ”

Negotiations have been going on 
fo r a m onth. A fte r three weeks of 
s ta lling , iho  company offered a 
nickel raise and whined that they 
would raise tiie  wages 15% when­
ever the cost of liv in g  should rise 
17%!

The union r ig h t ly  regarded tlie

company’s proposition as prepos­
terous, and turned from  the ne­
gotia tions to a s tr ik e  vote.

'Plie company employs 11,000 
workers and has two plants, one 
in  B u ffa lo , one in N iaga ra  Falls. 
The la tte r  has been paid fo r  in 
fu ll by the U. S. governm ent and 
is being leased by the corpora­
tion . So th is  ou tfit is ge tting  a 
factory fo r no th ing—ju s t paying 
rent to its  own customer, and out 
of its  customer’s money!-—-which 
means that, in  the end the w o rk ­
ers foot the h ill.

The success of th is  figh t w i l l  
give a tremendous impetus to tlie  
drive  now being waged by tlie  
UAW  against the local Curtiss- 
W rig h t A irc ra ft  Corp., h ir in g  18,- 
000 workers, and its  company do­
m inated, stooge union.

got a tough m embership,”  said 
Comrade Chester. The delegates 
in  discussion were em phatic in 
th e ir  de term ination  to use every 
m inu te  of t lie  rem a in ing  two 
weeks of the campaign to b ring  
the workers ot New Y ork  tiie  
a n ti- im pe ria lis t program  of the 
pa rty  and its  figh ting  candidate, 
James Cannon.

Toward the close of the ses­
sions the P resid ing Com m ittee of 
tlie  Convention in troduced Com­
rade M ilto n  A lv in  as a spokesman 
fo r t iie  12 comrades who had just 
come over to the SWP from  tlie  
p o lit ic a lly  d is in te g ra tin g  s e c t  
known as the W orkers Party. 
Comrade A lv in  was w a rm ly  re­
ceived by the delegates and 
friends. He declared tha t the 12 
comrades were glad to be able

to resume then- place in  t lie  move­
ment tha t defended the Soviet 
Union. He compared the healthy, 
constructive s p ir it  o f th is  con- 
ventton w ith  t lie  dem ora liz ing at» 
mosphere of the W.P.

I t  was a fine c ity  ¡convention 
of a great party. Sending revo­
lu tio n a ry  greetings to N ata lia  
Sedov T ro tsky  in  Mexico C ity  and 
to the defendants in M inneapolis, 
t iie  convention went steadily 
about its  tasks of exam in ing and 
streng then ing tlie  w ork  of the 
pa rty  in  the most im portan t c ita ­
del of cap ita lism  in  t lie  world. 
Determ ined to bu ild  a stronger 
pa rty  loca lly  and defend the pa rty  
na tiona lly , the New Y ork dele­
gates ended the convention late 
Sunday n igh t w ith  t iie  sp irited  
s ing ing  of “ The In te rna tiona le .”

S O C IA L IS M  IN  O N E C O U N TR Y

S T A L IN  (in  1924):
“ F o r the o rgan iza tion  o f Socia lis t construction , the e f­

fo r ts  o f one country, p a rtic u la r ly  such a peasant coun try  as 
Russia, arc in su ffic ie n t. . . F o r th is  the e ffo r ts  o f the  pro le­
ta ria ns  o f several advanced countries are necessary. Such 
on the whole are the cha racte ris tic  features o f Len in ’s theory 
o f the pro le ta rian  revo lu tion .”

Lenin and Lenin ism , 1924 edition, page 43.
T W E L F T H  P L E N U M  OF T H E  C O M M U N IS T  IN T E R N A ­

T IO N A L  (in  1932):
“ T h a t coun try  (U S S R ) has com plete ly established its e lf  

in  the position o f Socialism . The second five year plan p ro­
vides fo r  the fina l abo lition  o f classes and fo r  the conver­
sion o f the whole o f the to il in g  popu lation in to  active and 
conscious bu ilders o f classless Socia list Society.”

D a ily  W orker, October 20, 1932.
Since 1932 S ta lin ism  has boasted no t on ly  o f having- “ ir re ­

vocably established socia lism ”  bu t o f hav ing  ac tu a lly  a tta ined 
the “ ve ry  threshold o f com m unism .”  Today, when the fa te  o f the 
USSR hangs in the balance, the K re m lin  p ro h ib its  even the m en­
tion  o f socialism .

N E W  H A V E N  
GOES FO R W A R D

The business o f c irc u la tin g  
T H E  M IL IT A N T  continues to  
blossom. The branch in  New 
Haven, w h ich  has concerned i t ­
se lf seriously  w ith  the m a tte r o f 
increasing its  sales and find ing  
.constantly new ou tle ts  fo r  the 
paper, te lls  us th is :  “ The e n la rg ­
’d New Haven branch m et th is 

a fte rnoon and held a ve ry  good 
m eeting. Please increase our 
bundle by 15 m ore copies. (T h is  
increase fo llow s  one o f 50 copies 
made a couple o f weeks ago.)

“ A nd ju s t  to show you we mean 
business, I  am enclosing a money- 
a ide r fo r  $10. A lso  $1 fo r  a sub­
sc rip tion .”

T H E  N E W  YO RK 
C O N V E N T IO N

The branches in New  Y ork , a t 
th e ir  c ity  convention held th is  
week-end, devoted a considerable 
am ount o f tim e  and a b ig  s lug of 
enthusiasm  to  the m a tte r o f ex­
tend ing  the in fluence o f the p a rty  
press, especially in  the face o f

the com ing t r ia l  in  M inneapolis.
I f  they  come th rou gh  w it l i  a ll 

the prom ises made concerning in ­
creased c ircu la tion , the m a tte r o f 
a paper shortage is liab le  to  be­
come a fa c t ra th e r than a scare 
tossed ou t by the war-m ongers.

FROM  E N G L A N D

F rom  a sm all in d u s tr ia l c ity  in 
Eng land we ge t th is :  “ We have 
a lw ays been enthusiastic  readers 
o f T H E  M IL IT A N T  and the 
F O U R T H  IN T E R N A T IO N A L , 
th a t is, when we can ge t them. 
U n fo rtu n a te ly  our no rm a l source 
o f supp ly has ceased since the 
w a r and we have received on ly  
odd copies fro m  various sources.

“ We should be m ore than g ra te ­
fu l i f  you could le t us have reg ­
u la r copies o f you r papers so th a t 
we m ay rem a in  in  touch w ith  de­
velopm ents on you r side. U n fo r ­
tu n a te ly  we cannot send money 
■and we have no frie n d s  in  the 
U. S. A ., the re fo re  we are solely 
dependent on you r good w i l l  and 
a b ili ty  to  send us copies w ith o u t 
paym ent by us.”
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GPU
GPU Terror 
Intended To 
Gas Workers

(C o n t inued  f r o m  page 1)
On October 21, the Moscow ra ­

dio announced:
“ You m ust double and treb le  

you r v ig ilance  and exte rm ina te  
a l l the agents the enemy is send­
in g  in to  you r lines. Rem cnibcr, 
the  enemy is us ing a ll k inds o f 
disguises, inc lud ing  the un ifo rm s 
o f you r own commanders.”  (New 
Y o rk  T im es, October 21).

I f  h ith e rto  a l l Red soldiers 
were rendered suspect by the 
K re m lin ’s decrees, then today 
i t  is  the tu rn  o f the officers o f 
the Red A rm y . In  th is  way 
S ta lin  seeks to d iscred it, gag 
and destroy a ll po ten tia l sourc­
es o f in fo rm a tio n  and opposi­
tion .

B u t despite his unprecedented 
ukases and a ll h is execution 
squads, S ta lin  cannot cover up the 
fac ts . I t  is im possib le to  conceal 
fro m  the popu lation the huge 
losses in  m anpower, equipm ent, 
and te r r ito ry . The enemy is a t the 
gates o f Moscow. Odessa has 
fa lle n . Len ingrad  is a lm ost com­
p le te ly  encircled. The U kra ine  
is  over-run . The Don basin is a l­
m ost com ple te ly lost. Crimea 
and the Caucasian o il w e lls  are 
d ire c tly  threatened.

The K re m lin  its e lf  claimed th a t 
the Red A rm y  had an in it ia l 
tra in ed  m anpower superio r to 
th a t o f H it le r .  I t  was in  the  be­
g in n in g  equipped w ith  guns, 
tanks, planes to  m atch in quan­
t i t y  and q u a lity , the equipm ent 
o f the German arm y. The m orale 
o f the Red soldiers was ce rta in ly  
h igher than  th a t o f the German 
soldiers. The Red A rm y  fo u g h t 
on fa m il ia r  te rra in , behind p re ­
pared and n a tu ra l fo rtif ica tio n s . 
In  va in  does the  K re m lin  now 
deny th a t the re  was ever such a 
th in g  as t ile  “ S ta lin  lin e !”  E qua l­
ly  va in  are a ll the o ther desper­
ate ruses to evade the responsi­
b ility .

S T A L IN ’S BO ASTS
S ta lin  m ust now reso rt to  des­

perate measures to  hide the 
t ru th  because a t the outset o f the 
w a r he issued- boast a fte r  boast 
— and his lies are s t i l l  r in g in g  
in  the  ears o f Soviet soldiers, 
w orkers and peasants.

Lozovsky, vice-com m issar o f 
F ore ign  A ffa irs ,  prophesied: 
“ The Germans w il l  never see 
Moscow except as prisoners o f 
w a r.”  (D a ily  W orker. J u ly  3).

“ The m ig h ty  arm am ent o f the 
Red A rm y  proved its e lf  on the 
M anncrheim  L ino , which was 
considered im pregnable. These 
firs t-c la ss  fo rtif ic a tio n s  were 
swept aw ay by the heroic a ttacks 
o f the Red A rm y , armed w ith  
modern ins trum en ts  o f w a r,”  as­
serted a Moscow dispatch. (D a ily  
W orker J u ly  2).

S ta lin  h im se lf declared in  his 
rad io  speech o f J u ly  3:

“ Comrades, our forces are 
numberless. The overweening 
enemy w il l  soon learn th is  to 
h is cost.”

S ta lin ’s boasts were am plified 
by his h ire ling s  abroad:

“ The H it le r  mechanized a rm y 
is m eeting w ith  tanks and planes 
more po w erfu l than his own, and 
w ith  m il i ta ry  generalsh ip more 
sk illed  and more b r i l l ia n t  than 
his own s ta f f . ”  (D a ily  W orker, 
J u ly  5).

A l l  over the w o rld , and above 
a ll in  the Soviet U n ion , m illio ns  
o f w orkers, peasants and soldiers 
are asking themselves:

“ W hy, then, the te rr ib le  de­
fe a ts? ”
On J u ly  3, S ta lin  a ttem pted to 

answer th is  question by s ta tin g  
th a t the w a r “ began under con­
d itions favo rab le  fo r  German fo r ­
ces and unfavorab le  fo r  Soviet 
forces. . . Soviet troops had l i t t le  
tim e  to  e ffe c t m ob iliza tion  and 
move up to  the fro n tie rs .”  (D a ily  
W orker, J u ly  4).

“ W e weren’t  ready,”  was the 
brazen a lib i o f th is  self-appointed 
Prem ier, Chairm an o f the P res i­
d ium  o f the Supreme Council o f 
the USSR, C hairm an o f the State 
Com m ittee o f Defense, Com m is­
sar o f W ar, Com m ander-in-Ch ief 
o f Soviet armed forces, etc., etc. 
A f te r  the fu l l  s treng th  o f the 
Red A rm y  is m obilized, S ta lin  
prom ised in  Ju ly , the enemy w il l  
be crushed. R e a lity  re fu ted  the 
K re m lin  lia r .

O TH E R  E X P L A N A T IO N S
D efea t fo llow ed upon defea-. 

each m ore costly  than  the p re ­
vious one. New a lib is , new boasts, 
new lies were needed to supple­
m en t the  repressions and- to  con­

Rule For Moscow
ceal the crushing- evidence o f the 
bankruptcy ’ o f S ta lin  and his 
clique.

The Moscow communiques be­
gan p la y in g  th is  endless re fra in : 
“ The N a z is -a re  advancing over 
heaped m ountains o f th e ir  own 
dead.”

“ F o r every ya rd  o f advance,”  
declared Lozovsky on October 12, 
“ H it le r  is pay ing  w ith  hundreds 
o f lives. . . The Soviet Un ion 
possesses incalcu lable economic 
and m anpower reserves. . . H it le r  
can w in  a hundred ba ttles  bu t 
he w i l l  lose the w a r.”  (D a ily  
W orker, October 13).

The Soviet defeats and re ­
trea ts  were m inim ized. H it le r ’s 
forces were being decim ated; 
soon, i t  was promised, the Red 
A rm y  would tu rn  on its  m o r­
ta lly  wounded foe and crush it .  

The tales o f heroic fea ts  o f 
g u e rr illa  f ig h te rs  were especially 
designed fo r  in te rn a l consump­
tion . The German arm ies appear­
ed to be trapped between the re g ­
u la r Red a rm y and the vast fo r ­
m ations o f g u e rr illa s  opera ting  
in the rea r o f the enemy.

W H Y  T H Ë  G U E R R IL LA S  
W E R E  S A C R IF IC E D

Unable to  produce v ic tories, 
unable to  po in t to- an y th in g  but 
a series o f defeats and retrea ts. 
S ta lin  reverted to the g u e rr illa  
po licy  rejected by the Bolsheviks 
under Lenin and T ro ts k y  in the 
C iv il W a r days.

G u e rrilla  w a rfa re  is specta­
cular, i t  appeals to the im a g in ­
a tion  o f people ig n o ra n t o f the 
problems o f w arfa re , i t  requires 
no general s tra teg ic  plan and 
no tra ined  m il ita ry  leadership. 
I t  takes place fo r  the most pa rt 
behind the m ain lines o f ba ttle, 
and gives the  im pression th a t

den. Moscow its e lf  had to begin 
ta lk in g  about losses. •

“ Pravda said the German losses 
were tremendous, ‘b u t our losses 
áre serious too.’ ”  (D a ily  W orker, 
October 16).

“ B oth  sides are susta in ing  
heavy losses,”  anounced the Mos­
cow rad io . (D a ily  W orker, Oc­
tober 17).

“ Soviet defenses west o f M os­
cow have ‘de te rio ra ted ’. . . d is­
patches fro m  the various fro n ts  
said today”  (D a ily  W orker, Oc­
tober 17).

L A T E S T  P A N A C E A
A s the losses and defeats 

mounted, the K re m lin  tr ie d  to 
lu ll the masses w ith  the poison­
ous illu s ion  th a t the m a te ria l aid 
fro fn  the im p e ria lis t “ democra­
cies”  Was the rea l sa lva tion  fo r  
the USSR. Roosevelt and C hurch­
i l l  would save eve ry th ing  by a 
flo w  o f m un itions and supplies!

F o u r weeks ago, Moscow boast­
ed th a t the prom ised m a te ria l aid 
fro m  London and W ashington 
had a lready dealt a “ deathb low ”  
to H it le r  .

Today the A m erican S ta lin is ts , 
cam paign ing fo r  S ta lin ’s la test 
panacea, to  open a “ western 
fro n t,”  fo rg e t w h a t they them ­
selves w ro te  yesterday, and ad­
m it :

“ I f  every gun, tan k  and plane 
produced (in  the U n ited  States) 
had been shipped to the Eastern 
Front, th is  would have been o f 
tremendous assistance to  the Red 
A rm y  bu t i t  would have to ta lled  
but a fra c tio n  o f the huge losses 
incurred”  (D a ily  W orker, Oc­
tober 19).

B an krup t, pan ic-stricken S ta­
lin is ts  can now see sa lvation on ly 
i f  i t  comes fro m  the outside —  
but no t fro m  the w orkers o f Ger­

Official Text Of Stalin's 
'Shoot On The Spot' Order

“ The Supreme Command o f the' positions a t a distance o f 
100 to 200 k ilom ete rs  west o f Moscow has been entrusted to 
the commander o f the western fro n t, Gen. G. K . Zhukov, and 
the defense o f the Moscow approaches has been assigned to  the 
commander o f the Moscow G arrison, L ieu t. Gen. A r t im y iv .

“ In  order to secure the rea r o f Moscow’s defenses and to 
streng then the rea r o f troops defending Moscow and also in 
order to  stop the ac tiv itie s  o f spies and saboteurs and o ther 
agents o f German fascism , the State Com m ittee fo r  Defense 
decrees:

“ 1. In trod uc tion  o f a s tate o f siege fo r  Moscow and d is­
tr ic ts  ad jo in ing  as fro m  today.

“ 2. A l l  s tree t movements o f ind iv idua ls  and vehicles fro m  
m id n ig h t to 5 A . M. is fo rb idden except vehicles and persons 
which m ust be out in accordance w ith  regu la tions adopted by 
Moscow’s a ir  ra id  precautions o rgan iza tion  and published in  the 
press.

“ 3. R esponsib ility  fo r  the m ost s tr ic t  regu la tion  o f Moscow 
and suburban areas is entrusted to- the com m andant o f Moscow, 
M aj.-Gen. S id inov, fo r  which purpose special troops belonging 
to  un its  o f the People’s Com m issaria t fo r  In te r io r  M il it ia  and 
w o rkers ’ v o lu n ta ry  detachments are placed a t his disposal.

“ 4. W hoever breaks th is  order w i l l  be im m edia te ly handed 
over to a m il ita ry  tr ib u n a l. Provocateurs, spies and o ther enemy 
agents in c it in g  breach o f d isc ip line  w i l l  be shot on the spot.

“ 5. The State Com m ittee fo r  Defense appeals to  a ll to ile rs  
in the cap ita l to keep calm  and o rd e rly  and to render the Red 
A rm y  defending Moscow a ll possible help.

“ Signed, S T A L IN ,
C hairm an o f the State 
Com m ittee fo r  Defense,
Moscow, K rem lin , Oct. 19, 1941.”

a lthough the  enemy has con­
quered te r r ito ry ,  i t  may lose i t  
again tom orrow .

T h is  was ju s t  w h a t S ta lin  
wanted to  conceal the headless­
ness o f the Red A rm y  command 
and to  qu ie t the fea rs  o f the 
masses about the K re m lin  po licy 
o f conducting the w ar.

B u t a t w h a t te rr ib le  and d is­
p ropo rtiona te  sacrifices! C u t o f f  
from  the re g u la r forces, the guer­
r i l la  f ig h te rs  were able to  en­
gage on ly  in sn ip ing  a t the ad­
vancing German arm ies o r in  ap­
proaching them  to  meet certa in 
d isaster. Equipped on ly  w ith  
sm all arm s, and ope ra ting  on ly 
in  sm all and scattered groups, 
they  are no m atch fo r  the Nazis 
organized in  mechanized d iv i­
sions.

They accomplished ve ry  l i t t le ,  
and they could, in  the na tu re  o f 
th ings, con tribu te  l i t t le  to  the 
general s tru g g le  —  ye t the lives 
o f un to ld  thousands o f g u e rr illa  
f ig h te rs  were sacrificed in  va in  
in th is  fash ion. These heroic 
figh te rs , ready to  g ive  up th e ir  
lives fo r  the defense o f the f irs t  
w orkers state, could have been 
organized fo r  e ffec tive  s trugg le  
had there been a proper s tra teg ic  
plan, and a com petent m il ita ry  
leadership.

Instead, th e y  were sacrificed, 
above a ll fo r  the purpose o f p ro ­
v id ing  S ta lin  w ith  a means o f 
d iv e rtin g  the masses’ a tten tion  
aw ay fro m  his ba nkru p t policies.

B u t the t r u th  could n o t be h id ­

many and the re s t o f the world. 
I t  is  fro m  among the ranks o f 
the B r it is h  and Am erican im pe­
r ia lis ts  th a t they now seek de­
fenders fo r  the Soviet Ünion. 
The ed itors o f the D a ily  W orker 
declare:

“ The Red A rm y , well-equipped 
and w e ll-led  though i t  be, can­
not alóne defeat H it le r  w ith  his 
resource's draw n fro m  an en tire  
continent. The de feat o f Hitler 
requires the opening up o f a sec­
ond ir o n t  in  W èsférn Europe by' 
G reat B r ita in , W ith the fu l l  m il i­
ta ry  suppo rt Of the U n ited 
States.”  (D . W . OCt. 19).

D O U B L E  PUR PO SE
T his cam paign to  open a “ w est­

ern f ro n t”  serves a tw o -fo ld  p u r­
pose. On the one hand i t  p ro ­
vides S ta lin  w ith  the  m ost con­
venient a lib i fo r  defeats, and on 
the other, i t  prepares h is a lib i fo r  
a cap itu la tion  to  H it le r .  Roose­
v e lt and C hurch ill, whom  S ta lin  
is now dep ic ting  as thé cham ­
pions and saviors o f the USSR, 
w ill be branded on the m orrow  
as “ t ra ito rs ” , as those who are 
re a lly  responsible fo r  the defeats, 
and whose “ p e r fid y ”  made neces­
sary the cap itu la tion  to  the Nazis.

B u t S ta lin  w i l l  no t be able to 
repeat th is  tim e  the m aneuver 
which he so successfully executed 
in 1939, when he signed the  pact 
w ith  H it le r ,  a f te r  the collapse o f 
the People’s F ron ts . S ta lin  can 

o longer h ide th a t  h is polic ie: 
and leadership alone are respon­
sible fo r  the debacle. N o naked 
te rro r  o f the  GPU, no am ount o f

“ orders”  a long the lines o f the 
order o f October 19, can cover 
up the crim es o f S ta lin ism .

The ham m er blows o f events 
are d r iv in g  in to  the m inds o f the 
most g u llib le  the rea l reason fo r  
the defeats, nam ely, the lack o f 
a com petent com m anding s ta ff,  
the absence o f a un ifie d  s tra teg ic  
plan fo r  the conduct o f the w ar. 
The Red A rm y  has been led to  de­
feats by people w ith o u t any revo­
lu tio n a ry  experience o r outlook, 
w ith o u t m il ita ry  knowledge, w ith ­
ou t rea l a u th o r ity  among the sol­
diers. The nonentities whom  Sta­
lin  appointed and s t i l l  appoints 
to h igh command have on ly one 
q u a lifica tio n  —  th e ir  complete 
subservience to S ta lin .

The qu a lified  leadership o f the 
Red A rm y  has e ith e r been m u r­
dered by S ta lin  o r how lies r o t ­
t in g  in  GPU prisons and concen­
tra tio n  camps.

C A N N O T  H ID E  
R E S P O N S IB IL IT Y

Each defeat o f the Red A rm y  
is d ire c tly  ascribable to  S ta lin ’s 
purge o f the Red A rm y  in  1937- 
38. In  the space o f tw elve months 
S ta lin  deprived the armed forces 
o f the  USSR o f no t less than 
40,000 tra in ed  and experienced 
officers, the f lo w e r o f the Red 
A rm y  command.

S ta lin  dea lt o ther grave blows 
vhich underm ined the defense o f 
the Soviet U n ion. He deprived 
the Soviet U n ion o f its  m ig h tie s t 
and m ost re liab le  a l ly  —  the 
European w o rk in g  class.

D u rin g  the  22 m onths o f the 
S ta lin -H itle r  pact, S ta lin  helped 
tea r down the revo lu tiona ry  de­
fenses o f the Soviet U n ion in 
H itle r 's  rea r. He silenced the 
German C om m unist P a r ty  in o r­
der to re ta in  H it le r ’s “ go od -w ill” . 
He suppressed revo lu tiona ry  ten ­
dencies in the occupied te rr ito r ie s .

Now, when the peoples o f these 
occupied countries are dem onstra­
t in g  in  action th e ir  desire to  aid 
the Soviet Union and s tr ik e  blows 
fo r  th e ir  own em ancipation, S ta­
lin  continues his e ffo r ts  to  crush 
the re vo lu tio n a ry  class s trugg le , 
th is  tim e  fo r  the sake o f m a in ­
ta in in g  the “ good w i l l ”  o f “ dem­
ocra tic ”  im p e ria lis ts  who dread 
p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion  m ore than 
they do a H it le r  v ic to ry .

T H E  S O V IE T  U N IO N  
C A N  S T IL L  B E  S A V E D

I t  is a fa ta l illus ion  to  believe 
th a t S ta lin ism  is capable o f de­
fend ing  the Soviet U n ion  o r lead­
in g  i t  to v ic to ry  over its  im p e ria l­
is t enemies. B u t the Soviet Union 
can s t i l l  be saved, the masses o f 
G erm any and Europe can s t i l l  
he m obilized fo r  the. ove rth row  
o f im peria lism , the necessary

leadership fo r  the Red A rm y  and 
Soviet in d u s try  and a g ricu ltu re  
can s t i l l  be provided.

B u t fo r  th is  the Bolshevik p o li­
cies o f Lenin and T ro ts k y  m ust 
be substitu ted  fo r  the treacher­
ous, b a nkru p t policies o f S ta lin ­
ism.

Release a ll p ro-S oviet p r is ­
oners. Revive the  dem ocratic­
a lly-e lected Soviets. Legalize 
a ll pro-Soviet parties.

These steps can provide expe ri­
enced and tra ined  leaders fo r  the 
Red A rm y , in d u s try  and a g r ic u l­
tu re  and arouse the in it ia t iv e  and 
support o f the masses.

The Soviet Masses th rough  
the reconstitu ted Soviets m ust 
issue a revo lu tiona ry  appeal to 
the German and European 
workers, ca llin g  on them to  
jo in  in  the  s tru g g le  to  create 
the S oc ia lis t U n ited  States of 
Europe and the w orld .

Such an appeal would help to 
d is in tegra te  H it le r ’s a rm y  a t the 
f ro n t  and H it le r ’s ru le  in  G er­
m any and in te n s ify  the s trugg les

Twin City Sunday 
Forum

E very  Sunday - 3 P. M.
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Prominent Speakers

(The fo rum s w i l l  be held reg ­
u la r ly  every Sunday, ra in  o r 
shine, a t 3 P. M. th roughou t 
the season.)

•
919 M arque tte  Avenue 
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o f the w orkers and peasants in 
the occupied countries.

T h is  is the program  fo r  Soviet 
v ic to ry  w h ich  the Soviet masses 
and the Red A rm y  m ust ra lly  
around and s tru g g le  to  achieve.

S ta lin ism  is responsible fo r  the 
defeats o f the  Soviet U n ion, fo r  
lead ing i t  to the b r in k  o f catas­
trophe. A t  the f irs t  favorable 
o p po rtu n ity , the re fore , under con­
d itions th a t w i l l  no t Undermine 
the defense o f the Soviet Union, 
the Soviet masses and the Red 
A rm y  m ust r id  the coun try  o f the 
bureaucra tic  reg im e w hich con­
s titu tes  the ch ie f in te rn a l ob­
stacle to the v ic to rious  defense 
o f the w orkers state.

O nly th is  re tu rn  to  the policies 
o f Lenin and T ro ts k y  can save 
the USSR in its  da rkest hour.

ACLU Issues Pamphlet 
On The M innesota Case
Civil Liberties Union Condemns Governfnent Action 
In Prosecuting the 28 for 'Seditious Conspiracy'

NEW  YORK. Oct. 20. — The American C ivil Liberties'* -------
Union has just issued a 12 page pamphlet on the Minnesota 
“ Seditious Conspiracy’’ prosecution, sharply condemning lire 
government’s action in this case. The pamphlet, which is en­
titled "Sedition!” , points out that this is the first Federal peace­
time prosecution for utterances and publications since the Alien 
& Sedition Act of 1798.

After setting forth the principal facts in the case, the pamph­
le t draws tiro fo llow ing  conclu­
sions on tlie  issues involved.

" I t  appears from  the in d ic t­
ment and (be evidence leading 
up to it, that t lie  case presents 
t lie  fo llo w in g  essential issues:

"1. I t  constitutes tlie  firs t t r ia l 
in  t lie  courts under t lie  first, fed­
eral peace-time sed ition laws —

namely, those portions of the 
A lien R eg istra tion  A ct of 1940 
which penalize advocacy of the 
overth row  of the governm ent or 
ine ife ihe tit to d isaffection in  the 
armed forces. As such, the issue 
is extrem ely im portan t, and w ill 
doubtless be carried, in  the event

450 Isolantite 
Strikers Firm
One Month of Picket Line Assaults 
Fails to Break Spirit of N. J. Workers

By A R T H U R  B UR CH

BELLEVILLE , N. j „  Oct. 
20. — After a month of bloody 
battles on the picket line, 450 
strikers of Isolantite Inc., man­
ufacturers of ceramic insulators, 
arc holding their ranks firm. 
Their morale is at its  highest 
point even though arrayed 
against them are their bosses, 
the Belleville and Nutley po­
lice forces, the County Sheriff’s 
office, the boss courts, the boss- 
kept press, the state and federal 
labor boards, and the AFL bu­
reaucracy. These workers are 
striking for a union of their 
own choosing, and fo r  the re in ­
sta tem ent o f Joe Melchione, fired 
from  the p la n t fo r  CIO  organ iza­
tion  w ork .

U p to  recently , they were mem­
bers o f L o ra l 22026, Chemical and 
O il W orkers, A F L , w ith  a stead­
i ly  m ounting  l is t  o f grievances 
which had been le f t  unattended 
fo r  the past yea r and a h a lf. Du .■- 
in g  th a t tim e  there  had been on ly  
three m eetings o f Local 22026, a ll 
o f them  presided over by an ou t­
side o ffic ia l who ran  the meet­
in g  in  a h igh  handed manner, 
refused to  heed the  com pla in ts o f 
the w orkers o r to  present th e ir  
grievances to  the  management. 
A ll demands fo r  an accounting o f 
un ion funds and fo r  a dem ocratic 
election o f officers, as w e ll as fo r  
o ther e lem entary un ion r ig h ts , 
were s im p ly  ignored. The on ly  
in te res t taken by the In te rn a tio n ­
al seemed to be in  the $10.00 in i­
tia tio n  fee and $1.50 m on th ly  
dues extracted fro m  g ir ls  m ak- 
lg  $14.00 per week.

A t  the la s t o f these three union 
m eetings, held a t the p la n t on 
June 17, the 75 w orkers a ttend ing  
were confronted w ith  a con tract 
signed behind th e ir  backs by the 
bureaucratic un ion o ffic ia ls . I t  
provided fo r  a mere one cent 
wage increase to  be pa id upon 
■atification o f the  con tract, and 
a second penny increase in  N ov­
ember. T h a t was the fu l l  ex tent 
o f wage gains, a lthough a g rea t 
m a jo r ity  o f the g ir ls  were m ak­
in g  on ly  the lega l m in im um  o f 
35c an hour (m axim um  being 
43c), and m ost o f the men Were 
be ing paid cn ly  50e an hour. F u r ­
therm ore, the w orkers were de­
ceived as to  the du ra tion  o f the 
con tract, being to ld  a t the m eet­
in g  th a t i t  would exp ire  in a year, 
whereas its  actua l du ra tion  was

fo r  tw e n ty  months. The union 
bureaucracy s tif le d  a ll objections 
w ith  th rea ts  o f inves tiga tion  fo r  
“ subversive a c t iv ity .”

JO IN E D  T H E  CIO
The w orkers answered th is  by 

s ig n in g  membership cards in  the 
CIO, where the y  fe lt  they could 
achieve th e ir  f u l l  dem ocratic 
r ig h ts . E n ro llm e n t in  the  CIO. 
was la rg e ly  completed, when, on 
Sept. 23, Joe M elchione was fired 
in  v io la tio n  o f the W agner Labor 
A c t, and the w orkers  w alked out 
in sym pathy. 450 s tr ike rs , 400 o f 
them  women, have m ainta ined 
th e ir  p icke t lines in  the face o f 
no fe w e r than 30 B e lle v ille  cops, 
5 add itiona l police fro m  the 
ne ighboring  tow n o f N u tley , 20 
men fro m  the s h e r if f ’s office, and 
35 A F L  thugs h ired a t the ra te  
o f $30 per day. Unable to  te r ro r ­
ize the s tr ike rs  w ith  th is  show 
o f force, the m anagem ent turned 
f ra n t ic a lly  to  the Chancery C ourt 
on Oct. 10 and obtained a tem ­
p o ra ry  in ju n c tio n  con fin ing  thè 
num ber o f p ickets to 10, a t 10 
paces apart.

In  add ition  to p icke tin g  th e ir  
own p lan t, the Iso la n tite  s tr ike rs  
have sought to  p re va il on la rge 
firm s such as W estinghouse and 
General E le c tr ic  to stop parce l­
lin g  ou t subcontracts to  Iso la n t­
ite , and upon customers o f Iso ­
la n tite  to  re fra in  fro m  m aking  
purchases. T h is  p a r t ia lly  success­
fu l action on the pa rt o f the CIO 
is also be ing fo u g h t in the boss 
Courts, where on Nov. 4 a perm a­
nent in ju n c tio n  w i l l  be sought to  
re s tra in  the s tr ik e rs  fro m  b r in g ­
in g  secondary pressure.

N o t satisfied w ith  a ttem pts  to  ob­
ta in  in junc tions  aga inst the s t r ik ­
ers, the managem ent has obvious­
ly  insp ired the police to  make 
mass arrests o f the m il ita n t  s tr ike  
leaders. T h irteen  o f them , in ­
c lud ing  the s tr ik e  chairm an, Joe 
McKenna, have been hauled to 
the B e lle v ille  Police C ourt where, 
on Oct. 24th, they  w i l l  face the 
trum ped-up charge o f assault and 
ba tte ry . How  iro n ic  th is  charge 
is can be gleaned fro m  the fa c t 
th a t i t  was P a t R e illy ’s A F L  
goons who clubbed the s tr ike rs  
in  fu l l  v iew  and w ith  the obvious 
approval o f the cops.

D u rin g  a ll th is  tim e, M r. K en­
neth D. H am ilton , vice-president 
and general m anager o f Is o la n t­
ite, has rem ained adam ant in his

re fusa l to meet w ith  the s tr ike rs  
o r to subm it th e ir  grievances to 
a rb itra tio n . He m a in ta ins  th a t 
the p la n t is op e ra ting  and th a t 
there has been no s trike , thus 
g iv in g  the U . S. D epartm ent o f 
Labor the necessary excuse fo r  
not c e r t ify in g  thé s tr ik e  to- thé 
N a tion a l D e f e n s e  M ediation 
Board. However, when the w o rk ­
ers sought compensation fro m  
the U nem ploym ent Compensation 
Board, H a m ilton  brazen ly te s ti­
fied before th a t body th a t the 
s tr ik e  was c r ip p lin g  defense p ro ­
duction.

Despite the fa c t th a t 450 o f the 
507 Iso la n tite  w orkers have re ­
mained ou t on s tr ik e  and have 
signed membership cards in the 
CIO, the N a tion a l Labo r Rela­
tions Board has refused to  con­
sent to a dem ocratic election on 
he ground th a t the con trac t has 

no t ye t exp ired. Th is , in the face 
o f the fa c t th a t the con trac t had 
been p u t over on the w o rkers  
w ith o u t th e ir  knowledge o f its  
provisions. The s tr ik e rs  are be­
g in n in g  to see th a t i t  is here a t 
home where the rea l ba ttle  fo r  
democracy m ust be fough t.

o f conviction, to the  United 
States Supreme Court. The Court 
w ill be called upon to determ ine 
w lia t it lias never before in  peace­
tim e  determ ined, whether a. fed­
eral statute pena liz ing utterances 
and pub lica tions can be upheld 
in the lig h t of tlie  free speech 
guarantee.

“ 2. The Supreme Court, may 
well be confronted w ith  another 
issue—w hether a convic tion can 
be sustained in  th is  p a rticu la r 
set of facts on the ground of 
con s titu ting  a ‘clear and present 
danger’ o f the acts w h ich Con­
gress has the r ig h t to forb id .

T H É  A L L E G E D  
“ O V E R T A C T ”

“ 3. The ease raises the issue as 
to whether a un ion defense corps 
formed to protect un ion property  
against threats of violence can be 
constihied to be pa rt of a conspir­
acy of a po litica l pa rty  to cap­
tu re  the labor movement and Use 
i t  fo r the overth row  of govern­
m ent and the establishm ent of a 
w orkers ’ government. E very a t­
tem pt obviously w ill be made to 
read tha t purpose in to  the one 
overt act charged.

"4. W hatever the m otives of 
the Department of Justice in  
b ring ing  the prosecution, the c ir ­
cumstances a ffo rd  a reasonable 
basis to r assum ing that pressure 
by a na tiona l p ro -A dm in is tra tion  
trade union leader was in  pa rt 
responsible fo r  action against an 
an ti-A dm in is tra tio n  local un ion 
brought ju s t a t the tim e th a t the 
union had sw itched its  allegiance 
from  Hie A.F. of L. to the CIO.

“ 5. The case represents in  a ll 
its  aspects a complete departure 
from  Hie professions of the A d­
m in is tra tion  concerning prosecu­
tions' fo r  op in ion and fid e lity  to 
the p rinc ip les of c iv il lib e rty . In  
order to prevent i ls  establishing 
a precedent i t  is essential tha t 
the case should he vigorously de­
fended and th a t any convic tion 
obtained should be appealed to the 
highest courts."

A S K S  FOR F IN A N C IA L  A ID
The pam phlet concludes w ith  

the fo llow ing  appeal fo r funds to 
aid the defense. “ The C iv il R ights 
Defense Committee has been cre­
ated to raise funds fo r the twenty- 
e igh t defendants under in d ic t­
ment, w ith  James T. F a rre ll as 
cha irm an and George Novack as 
secretary, w ith  offices at 160 F ifth  
Avenue. New Y ork C ity. T h e ir 
appeal fo r  funds has been en­
dorsed by the Am erican C iv il L ib ­
erties Union, which has p a r tic i­
pated in  the p re lim in a ry  hearings 
and w i l l  pa rtic ipa te  in the case 
at a ll possible po in ts.”

C.P . GOODS ASSAULT 
'MILITANT' SALESMEN
SWP Members Brutally Attacked While 
Distributing Papers at Local Union

B y TO M  S ILV E R S

NEW  YORK.— While peace­
fu lly  distributing TH E  M IL I­
T A N T  lo the workers entering 
one of the monthly section 
meetings of Local, 65, United 
Wholesale and W a r e h o u s e  
Workers Union, at Manhattan 
Center, 34 St. and 8th Ave., on 
Wednesday night, Oct. 15, the 
members o f the C entra l B ranch

Maidenform Strikers See Victory Now 
After Forcing Dubinsky Recognition

BAYONNE, N. J „ Oct. 20. 
—  As they entered the fourth 
week of their strike, the 1500 
workers of Maiden Form Bras­
siere Company of this city, 
members of the International 
Ladies G a r m e n t  Workers 
Union, chalked up a major ad­
vance on the road to obtain­
ing a decent contract.

The s tr ik e  had o r ig in a lly  been 
called by the local un ion ists at 
the exp ira tion  of the las t contract 
on Sent. 30 w ith o u t the sanction 
of t lie  na tiona l office of Hie 
ILG W U , and the questions of local 
autonom y and union democracy 
had become alm ost as im portan t 
in  the S trike  as the problem of 
wage increases and im proved 
w o rk in g  conditions. La te last 
week thé na tiona l leadership of 
the ILG W U  granted the s tr ike rs

requests fo r  Self autonom y and 
union democracy.

The concessions won from  tlie  
national office recognized the 
rig h ts  of the workers to negotiate 
th e ir  own contracts, to elect th e ir 
own officers, m a in ta in  th e ir  own 
treasury, operate th e ir  own local 
union fo r the Maiden Form  plants 
in  Bayonne and in  nearby Union 
C ity  and Perth Amboy, have 
th e ir  own executive board offices 
and assist in  the organization of 
other shops.

T h is  is a fa r  cry indeed from  
the s itua tion  tha t prevailed be­
fore the s tr ik e  when the workers 
were com pletely under tlie  con­
tro l of two bureaucratic repres­
entatives o f Dubinsky and had 
no th ing  whatever to say about 
th e ir  own a ffa irs .

Now the s tr ike rs  are concen­
tra t in g  on fo rc in g  the boss to 
sign a decent Contract w ith  th e ir

local. In  th is  figh t they now ex­
pect the support of the national 
office o f the ILG W U .
W O R K E R S ’ D E M A N D S

They are dem anding an increase 
of 10 cents an hour, two weeks 
vacation w ith  pay, a 37% hour 
week, employes to have th e ir  
own rate experts w ith  piece w ork  
not. ob ligatory, reclassification of 
workers, a ll s tr ike rs  to he re tu rn ­
ed to th e ir  jobs w ith o u t d isc rim ­
ina tion , paid holidays, sen io rity  
benefits, closed shop and wage 
adjustm ents upon certa in  rises in 
the cost of liv in g .

The s tr ik e  is firm  w ith  the is­
sue now crysta l clear. As A rch ie  
Lieberm an. co-chairman of the 
s trike , put i t  at S atu rday’s en­
thus iastic  membership meeting, 
“ Our figh t is no longer w ith  the 
ILG W U . I t  is w ith  Moe Ros­
enthal (general manager o f the 
p la n t).”

o f the Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty  
were v ic ious ly  a ttacked by S ta­
lin is t  goon squads. The hood­
lum s phys ica lly  assaulted the 
male and fem ale d is tr ib u to rs  o f 
the paper tw ice  d u rin g  the eve­
n ing . A f te r  the  second assault 
the g re a tly  outnum bered mem­
bers o f the S.W.P. were forced 
to  re trea t.

T h is  is no t the f i r s t  tim e  th a t 
peaceful p a r ty  d is tr ib u to rs  have 
been attacked by goon squads 
near Local 65 m eetings. The S ta­
lin is t  leaders o f th is  la rge  and 
pow erfu l union, fe a r  th a t m any 
o f the m il ita n t  ran k  and f i le  w i l l  
find  agreem ent w ith  the a n ti-w a r 
p rogram  o f T H E  M IL IT A N T . 
H a v in g  had to force th e ir  new 
w a r-m ongering  line  down the 
th roa ts  o f the m em bership (no t 
however w ith o u t a good deal o f 
ra n k -a n d -file  d issent) the S ta lin ­
is t leaders o f the Local now are 
ready to  go to  any extrem es to 1 
p reven t the members fro m  learn ­
in g  about the ba nkru p tcy  o f S ta­
lin ism  in  the present w a r, and 
the T ro ts k y is t p rogram  fo r  So­
v ie t v ic to ry .

The C entra l branch and the 
New Y o rk  P a rty  in tend to  stand 
on th e ir  dem ocratic r ig h t  to  d is­
tr ib u te  M IL IT A N T S  to  New 
Y o rk  un ion is ts . A t  th is  w r it in g  
the Am erican C iv il L ibe rties  
U n ion is being in fo rm ed  o f th is  
outrageous a ttack. A  fo rm a l p ro ­
tes t has also been sent to the 
o ffic ia l leadership o f Loca l 65.
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RESULTS O F THE FIRST Y EAR O F C O N S C R IP T IO N
Low Morale, Lack O f  
Competent Leadership 
Main Features O f Army

By A N T H O N Y  M A S S IN I
W ha t k ind o f A rm y  has been produced as a re su lt o f  the 

m il ita ry  t ra in in g  p rogram  carried  ou t since conscrip tion w ent 
in to  e fle c t a year ago? Oddly enough, the supporters and oppo­
nents o f the governm ent’s w a r program  give p re tty  much the 
same answer to th is  question even though they approach i t  fro m  
e n tire ly  d iffe re n t po in ts o f view.

The two main fa u lts  o f the d ra ftee  A rm y , i t  is agreed, are 
its  low m orale and its  lack o f leadership.

T h is  is recognized by the general s ta ff,  the m il ita ry  experts 
and the dra ftees themselves, who draw  th e ir  conclusions both 
fro m  the experiences in  the tra in in g  camps in the la s t year and 
fro m  the lessons o f the second phase o f the w a r maneuvers con­
cluded in Louis iana a t the end o f la s t m onth, the g rea test w a r 
games in  the na tion ’s h is to ry .

T yp ica l o f the conclusions expressed a f te r  these maneuvers 
was the c ritiq ue  issued by L ieut.-G enera l Lesley M cN a ir, G.H.Q. 
C h ief o f S ta f f  and d irec to r o f the maneuvers between the Second 
and T h ird  A rm ies. Lack o f d iscip line and e ffec tive  command, he 
said, were the tw o m a jo r fa u lts  revealed.

A  more detailed repo rt, bu t one th a t makes essentia lly  the 
same observations, was given by Hanson W . Baldw in, m il ita ry  
com m entator, who was in Louis iana a t the scene o f the maneuvers 
and had the o p p o rtu n ity  to  discuss the question w ith  members 
o f the general s ta ff,  o fficers active in the w a r games, re g u la r 
a rm y  men and dra ftees (New  Y o rk  T imes, Sept. 28 and 29).

“ To speak o f m orale to the A rm y  H ig h  Command is like  
w a v ing  a red f la g  in f ro n t  o f a bu ll,”  B a ldw in  says. “ I t  is a sore 
subject. . . In  our present A rm y  i t  is best described as ‘s p o tty ’ 
—  poor in ce rta in  un its , good in others. There a p pa ren tly  is 
no t the same eagerness to  serve as in  1917-18; m ost o f the men 
are anxious to get ou t o f the A rm y  and th in k  ch ie fly  about go­
in g  home. O f the one-year volunteers whose en listm ents are 
now e xp ir in g  few , indeed, are re -en lis ting . . . D iscip line can m ost 
ch a rita b ly  be described as in fo rm a l, more re a lis tic a lly , as slack.”

N o r is the leadership s itua tion  much better, according to 
B a ldw in . Am ong the weaknesses he lis ts  are “ too much caution 
on the p a rt o f the h igher commands; the exercise o f too l i t t le  
in it ia t iv e ; . . . too m any officers w ith o u t o ffice r-like  qua lities .”  
In  short, “ The maneuvers were fu l l  o f examples o f o fficers who 
no t on ly  knew l i t t le ,  bu t d isplayed no in it ia t iv e  and l i t t le  com ­
mon sense.”

Explanations of the Adm inistration
Such a s itua tion , needless to  say, creates a good deal o f 

concern in W ashington and in  the A rm y  General S ta ff. I f  U n ited  
States im peria lism  is to “ police the w o rld ”  o r even defeat the 
Nazi a rm y, more is required than a la rge a rm y  o r p le n tifu l p ro ­
duction o f arm am ents. The experiences o f the second W o rld  W a r 
have shown th a t a w in n in g  a rm y m ust have h igh  m orale and 
a leadership w ith  in it ia tiv e , experience, f le x ib i l i t y  and the con­
fidence o f the ranks. T h a t a tra ined  and trus ted  m il ita ry  leader­
ship is requ ired has been dem onstrated a t g re a t cost in the w a r 
between the Soviet Un ion and G erm any, where in  sp ite  o f the 
h ighest m orale and the g rea test courage the Bed A rm y  has-been 
beaten back by the superio r s ta f f  w o rk  o f the Nazis.

How do the ad m in is tra tion  and its  supporters account fo r  
th is  s itua tion  and how do they propose to rem edy it?

W hile  the a d m in is tra tion  forces are compelled, in  the  in ­
te rests o f a re a lis tic  understand ing o f w h a t has to  be done, to 
ad m it the low m ora le in  the d ra ftee  a rm y  ( i t  is genera lly  w e ll- 
known anyw ay), they dare no t te l l  the t ru th  about the cause o f 
th a t  low  m orale. F o r to  do so w ould be to  ad m it th a t they are 
incapable o f doing an y th in g  basic about it .

The t ru th  of the m a tte r is th a t m ora le is low  in  the 
a rm y because the dra ftees have no fa ith  o r confidence in  the 
governm ent’s w ar program .

A f te r  10 years o f depression, they have been driven in to  the 
A rm y  and to ld  th a t now the governm ent w h ich denied them  
democracy and secu rity  is go ing to w a r to  b r in g  democracy and 
secu rity  to the whole w orld . They see th a t the A rm y  w h ich  is 
supposed to w in  th is  democracy is its e lf  based on harsh, d ic ta ­
to r ia l d isc ip line  under w h ich they have no r ig h ts  Which the o f­
ficers are bound to respect.

I t  is no wonder th a t a ll they are th in k in g  about is to  ge t 
home. M ora le  can never be h igh  in  an A rm y  where the soldiers 
do no t believe in the cause fo r  w h ich they are to ld  to f ig h t  o r 
in  the honesty o f the governm ent conducting the w a r.

O f course, there are secondary reasons; bu t th is  is the main 
one. The governm ent has on several occasions tr ie d  to  exp la in 
low  m orale by cha rg ing  th a t the men are being ag ita ted and 
aroused fro m  the outside. I t  is true  th a t there is a defin ite 
connection between the fee lings o f the dra ftees and the sen ti­
ments o f th e ir  fam ilies  and fe llow -w o rke rs  a t home, b u t on ly  
a police m ind could believe th a t there is a de liberate underm in ing 
o f m orale and d isc ip line  as a resu lt o f th is  connection. When 
the popu lation as a whole has no confidence in the governm ent’s 
w a r plans, th is  fee lin g  is bound to  be communicated in a tho u ­
sand ways to  the soldiers in  the camps —  i t  is a n a tu ra l and
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By ART PREIS
P rio r it ie s  unem ploym ent is the m a jo r im m e­

d iate problem  co n fro n tin g  w orkers in  the au to­
m obile, rad io and e lectrica l appliance, te x tile  and 
o ther leading industries.

Hundreds o f thousands o f w orkers, who had 
been led to  believe th a t the w a r boom would en­
sure them a measure o f job  security , are a lready 
w a lk in g  the streets.

I t  is f ra n k ly  adm itted  by governm ent agen­
cies th a t the d is location o f in d u s try , because o f 
m a te ria l shortages and the resu ltan t operations 
o f the p r io r it ie s  ra tio n in g  system, w i l l  sho rtly  
create a new a rm y  o f no less than tw o o r three 
m illions  o f unemployed.

The in d u s tr ia lis ts  and the governm ent are do­
in g  l i t t le  to  re lieve  the s itua tion . B u t the  w o rk ­
ers, who face the bleak prospect o f repea ting  
th e ir  experiences o f the ten years o f p re -w ar 
economic cris is , v iew  the menace o f p r io r it ie s  un ­
em ploym ent w ith  g ro w in g  concern.

A  num ber o f plans have been pro jected by 
union o ffic ia ls , both A F L  and CIO, in  an a tte m p t 
to cope w ith  th is  problem .

TH E  U N IO N  PLANS
The m a jo r emphasis o f a l l these plans —  elab­

ora ted in  de ta il fo r  the auto, steel, rad io  and 
e lectrica l, te x t ile  and o ther specific  industries  —  
is placed upon the need fo r  the reo rgan iza tion  o f 
the industries in  o rder to  expand production o r 
to  replace production o f consumer goods by an 
equiva lent production  o f w a r goods.

A l l  o f these plans, however, im m ed ia te ly  bump 
up aga ins t the solid w a ll o f the monopoly con­
tro l o f the basic industries by the h a n d fu l.o f 
ca p ita lis t owners. I t  is  these owners who now 
have the exclusive power to  operate in du s try , 
regulate production, determ ine w ha t is to  be p ro ­
duced, and when, how, where and why.

They exercise th is  m onopoly o f in d u s tr ia l con­
tro l fo r  one end: P ro fits .

The ve ry  existence o f p r io r it ie s  unem ploym ent 
is the d ire c t consequence o f th is  p ro fit  m o tiv a ­
tion . The shortages in  a lum inum , steel and other 
v ita l m ate ria ls , w h ich have led to  the app lica tion  
o f p r io r it ie s , re su lt p r im a r ily  fro m  the u n w illin g ­
ness o f the b ig  m onopoly corpora tions to expand

D irec t  R e l ie f  Is  Immediate  
For  Vict ims O f P r io r i t ie s

Unions Musi Fight* io Prevent Suffering of Workers Unemployed 
Because of Latest Results of Anarchy in Capitalist Production
th e ir  own production fa c ilit ie s  o r p e rm it the gov­
ernm ent to bu ild  o ther fa c ilit ie s .

Above a ll, the tru s ts  arc determ ined to  m a in ­
ta in  th e ir  monopolies, to regu la te  prices and ou t­
put, and thereby m a in ta in  th e ir  volum e o f p ro fit  
and preven t the poss ib ilities  o f com petition.

The m ost technica lly-sound p lifns fo r  reo rgan­
iz ing  in d u s tr ia l p roduction to e lim ina te  p r io r it ie s  
unem ploym ent —  and there is no lack o f such 
plans —  fa i l  to su rm oun t the key obstacle: the 
con tro l o f in du s try  by the  m onopoly owners.

W h ile  every union p lan a ttem pts  in  some meas­
ure to  deal w ith  the question o f con tro l, th e ir  
proposals end by leaving the con tro l o f in du s try  
in ta c t in  the hands o f the owners.

In  each case the success o f these plans depends 
on the good w i l l  o f the bosses o r on the illus ion  
th a t the governm ent is a “ n e u tra l”  agency w h ich 
places the in te rests o f the na tion  as a whole 
above the in te rests o f the ru l in g  c a p ita lis t m in o r­
ity .

T H E  Q U E S T IO N  O F CO NTRO L
The em ploying class, on the one hand, w i l l  f ig h t 

to the death aga inst sha ring  the con tro l o f in ­
du s try  w ith  the w orkers. The m onopolists ru th ­
lessly brush aside the suggestion th a t the w o rk ­
ers m ig h t have even an in te res t in  the con tro l 
and management o f in du s try . T h a t is a “ r ig h t ”  
w h ich  the ow ning class reserves exclusive ly fo r  
its e lf.

On the o ther hand, the governm ent, which is 
the agency fo r  ad m in is te ring  the state power o f 
the ru lin g  class, pigeon-holes o r sabotages a ll 
plans fo r  the reo rgan iza tion  o f in d u s try  w h ich  
invo lve in fr in g e m e n t on the present monopoly 
o f con tro l and m anagem ent by the p riva te  own­
ers o f in dus try .

Moreover, a ll the union plans are an a ttem p t 
to  solve the problem  o f the c a p ita lis t anarchy 
o f p roduction —  w h ich is ju s t  as much a fa c t 
in  w a r-tim e  as in peace-time —  w ith in  the fra m e ­
w o rk  o f the ex is ting  economic system.

F o r each cap ita lis t, o r group o f cap ita lis ts , is 
in ru th less com petition  w ith  o ther cap ita lis ts . 
The b ig  industries are t r y in g  to  d rive  the sm all 
indus tries  to the w a ll. The m anufacture rs  o f 
one k ind  o f m eta l compete w ith  m anufacture rs  
o f subs titu te  m etals. F a r fro m  being in terested 
in  p lann ing  and coo rd ina ting  the  production o f 
each in d u s try  as a whole, the few  b ig  com peting 
corpora tions w ith in  the in d u s try  t r y  to w ipe each 
o ther ou t and ga in  complete contro l.

There can be no question o f the necessity fo r  
the reo rgan iza tion  o f  in d u s try  in  order to  provide 
jobs fo r  the w orkers. B u t i t  is pu rsu ing  an i l lu ­
sion to believe th a t th is  can be s a tis fa c to r ily  ac­
complished w ith o u t f i r s t  d ivesting  the m onopoly 
owners o f th e ir  con tro l. For, even should the 
cap ita lis ts  succeed te m p o ra rily  in  m eeting the 
im m ediate cris is  o f p r io r it ie s , new and worse 
crises are certa in  to  fo llow .

F o r i t  is  impossible, except on a m ost lim ite d  
scale, to separate the problem  o f p r io r it ie s  un­
em ploym ent fro m  the general condition o f the 
decline and decay o f cap ita lism  as a whole.

T h a t is w h y  any feasible and sound plan to 
combat p r io r it ie s  unem ploym ent m ust f i r s t  o f a ll 
deal w ith  the question: W ho w i l l  con tro l and m an­
age in du s try?

W HO  S H A L L  C O N TR O L IN D U S T R Y ?
I t  is c lear th a t the ow ning class is incapable 

o f p lann ing  and coo rd inating  production in  the 
in te rests  o f the masses o f people. T h e ir con tro l 
has led to  p r io r it ie s  unem ploym ent as on ly  the 
m ost recent add ition  to  a ll the other m onstrous 
evils o f the e x is ting  social order.

O nly the w o rk in g  class, upon whom  a ll p ro ­
duction and d is tr ib u tio n  depends in  the f irs t  
place, can possib ly organize and manage indus­
t r y  in the in te rests o f the people as a whole.

Today, the on ly  re a lis tic  beginnings o f a solu­
tion  to the w o rke rs ’ problems, o f w h ich p r io r it ie s  
unem ploym ent is the m ost im m ediate and press­

in g  one, is contained in  the slogan o f the Social­
is t  W orkers  P a rty :

E xp ro p ria te  the w a r industries  and operate 
them  under the con tro l and m anagem ent o f the 
w orkers !

B u t in the m eantim e, the w orkers  m ust be 
provided fo r  when they become unemployed. They 
cannot s it  id le w a it in g  fo r  lo ng -te rm  solutions 
to th e ir  problem s and th e ir  im m edia te s u ffe rin g , 
as a consequence o f joblessness, m ust be a llev ia ­
ted.

A N  IM M E D IA T E  D E M A N D
A re  the w orkers to  s u ffe r  hunger and p r iv a ­

tion  because o f the m ism anagem ent and greed 
o f the ru lin g  class?

Regardless o f w h a t the ow ning class and gov­
ernm ent do w ith  respect to  the m anagem ent o f 
in du s try , the w o rkers  m ust n o t s ta rve  o r face 
the w in te r w ith o u t decent homes, c lo th ing , b lank­
ets, fue l.

I f  the governm ent and the bosses cannot p ro ­
vide jobs fo r  the w orkers, then they m ust never­
theless continue to  provide the  w orkers  w ith  
the means o f subsistence.

E ve ry  w o rke r deprived o f the  r ig h t  to  w o rk  
by p r io r it ie s  unem ploym ent m ust receive fro m  
the governm ent re l ie f  in  the fo rm  o f money 
equiva lent to the wages he n o rm a lly  w ou ld  re ­
ceive in  p r iv a te  in du s try , and no less tha n  un ion 
wages.

T h is  is the demand w h ich  the organized w o rk ­
ers, a ll the trade unions, m ust ra ise and f ig h t  
fo r. Regardless o f w h a t prom ises and plans the 
governm ent puts fo r th  fo r  a fu tu re  so lu tion  to 
the problem  o f p r io r it ie s  unem ploym ent, the v ic ­
tim s o f such unem ploym ent m ust be decently 
fed, clothed, and housed now.

To secure th is  demand, m ore w i l l  be required 
o f the unions than a sim ple plea to the “ hum ani­
ta r ia n ”  in s tinc ts  o f the governm ent o ffic ia ls .

Mass pressure and mass action o f the w orkers 
alone w il l  force the governm ent to provide de­
cent incomes fo r  the m illio ns  o f w orkers who 
w il l  s h o rtly  be jobless.

T h is  im m ediate p rogram  m us t be placed on 
the agenda o f every un ion w h ich  is forced to  
deal w ith  p r io r it ie s  unem ploym ent.

Governor Stassen Of Minnesota Practices For The Presidency
Reactionary Republican Governor Stassen, of Minnesota, on 

October 16 joined Roosevelt and fifteen other states governors in 
a statement condemning racial discrimination in the defense 
industries.

“I . . . call upon Minnesota employers to provide suitable 
employment and participation in defense industries to all qualified 
workers, without regard to race, creed or color. . .” Stassen de­
clared.

Just what Stassen proposes to do about enforcing his “call” 
is indicated by the fact that he recently informed a committee 
of Negroes that he would continue the policy of excluding Ne­
groes from the existing regiments of the Home-Guards in Min­
nesota. To appease the anger of the Negro voters in Minnesota, 
Stassen offered, instead, to set up a special segregated Negro 
regiment. This proposal for segregation was turned down, and 
Negroes continue to be denied membership in the Home-Guard in 
Minnesota.

Stassen, like Roosevelt, enforces the most outrageous Jim- 
Crow system in the armed forces over which he has direct con­
trol, and then hypocritically “calls” upon the reactionary em­
ployers to cease discrimination in industry.

Stassen has his eye on the Republican nomination for Presi­
dent in 1914. But it can be taken for granted that like Roose­
velt, he will do no more than issue statements, and these only 
under compulsion.

inev itab le  development wh ich no th rea ts  and no ru les can e lim in ­
ate o r prevent.

E ffect o f Leadership O n M orale
Unable to te ll the t ru th  about the basic cause o f low  m orale 

and ind iffe rence, the apologists fo r  the ad m in is tra tio n  reso rt to 
discussion and exp lanation o f secondary factors.

Both M cN a ir and B a ldw in  argue, fo r  example, th a t poor 
leadership on the p a rt o f m any officers is responsible fo r  the 
low  morale o f the ranks o f the arm y.

Accord ing to B a ldw in , “ i f  th is  be solved, the res t o f the 
problem s w il l  in  tu rn  be solved.”  He says th a t in  the op in ion o f 
o ffice rs at the maneuvers “ fro m  th is  problem  (o f leadersh ip), 
a ll others stem. . . Good leaders produce good troops despite 
advers ity . We have too- fe w  leaders in our m il ita ry  and the 
A rm y  knows it .  The un its  having poor leaders have poor m ora le; 
they are poorly  tra ined  and they make tac tica l m istakes. The 
good un its  stand ou t by reason o f th e ir  leadership.”  E lsewhere 
B a ldw in  says the men “ are resen tfu l o f w h a t they consider lack 
o f im ag ina tion  and to rp id ity  in tra in in g . . . Too o ften  w ith  in ­
e ffic ie n t o ffice rs and obsolete equipm ent, the men say they are 
w a s ting  th e ir  tim e, and they do not like  i t . ”

To be sure, incom petent leadership p lays an im p o rta n t p a r t 
in p reven ting  h igh m orale —  bu t i t  is rid icu lous and false to p re ­
tend th a t th is  contributing fa c to r is the  m ain reason.

Men who have no faith in a cause hre not going to take 
to it. much more eagerly because they are given leaders who 
know their technical business. Soldiers who see no reason 
to lay down their lives for a war that they feel is not in 
their interests are not going to be transformed into eager 
and enthusiastic fighters only because they are provided with 
officers who will be efficient in leading them in such a war.

B aldw in  cla im s th a t the men arc  discontented and in d if fe r ­
en t because they don’t  know  w h a t is com ing next. “ S po tty  
m orale stems iro n - the present anomalous s itua tion  o f be ing in  
a shooting w ar, bu t no t o f i t ;  i t  is, in  one sense, a re fle c tion  o f 
the na tio n ’s a tt itu d e .”  A nd in another place: “ I f  the coun try
is go ing  to  f ig h t  Germ any on land, they  (the  men) w a n t to  do 
the jo b  and ge t i t  over w ith . I f  no t, they w a n t to  go home, 
they say.”

To believe B a ldw in , i t  isn ’t  the w a r the dra ftees ob ject to, 
bu t the delay and indecision. L e t ’s ge t i t  over w ith , is  the a t­
titud e  he ascribes to  them.

The s itua tion  B a ldw in  describes is p a r t ia l ly  responsible fo r  
low  m orale —  bu t on ly  p a r tia lly . M any draftees do express th is  
v iew po in t, bu t on ly  in the w ay th a t a pa tien t in a hosp ita l, a w a it­
ing  a dangerous operation, com plains th a t he wishes i t  were 
over, w hether he lives o r dies; he doesn’t  re a lly  mean it .  The 
men fee l they are in  a trap , they fe a r they w i l l  have to  go to 
w a r even though they don’t  w an t to ; th is  exp la ins the “ sooner 
the b e tte r”  a ttitud e .

To dism iss th is  as a m a jo r reason fo r  low  m orale is correct, 
bu t to ignore i t  a ltoge ther as an ind ica tion  o f w h a t m ay hap­
pen in the fu tu re  would be a m istake.

The A rm y’s ‘ S olu tion■ o f M orale
F or the General S ta f f  and experts  like  B a ldw in  —  who are 

as exp e rt in  concealing fac ts  as in revea ling  them  —  have noted 
th a t restless, discontented soldiers who w a n t “ to ge t i t  over 
w ith ,”  show a much h ighe r m orale when “ som eth ing is do ing”  
than when they are ju s t  go ing  th rough  rou tine  tra in in g  in  camp.

“ The men a rc  w i ll in g  and eager in  the  fie ld, ye t they have 
l i t t le  rea l in te res t in  the A rm y ,”  says B a ldw in . “ They have one

com pelling desire, to ge t ou t and ge t home as ra p id ly  as pos­
sible. The men are bored —  no t d u rin g  m aneuvers; these g ive 
them  an o u tle t fo r  th e ir  energies and na tu ra l in it ia t iv e  —  bu t 
a t home sta tions.”  M ost o f the office rs praised the e ffo r ts  o f 
the soldiers in the fie ld —  e ffo r ts  w h ich  contrasted s tro n g ly  
w ith  th e ir  behavioi a t th e ir  home stations. “ In  these maneuvers 
the men have ‘p u t ou t’.”

“ The A m erican so ld ier is a t his best when he is g iven a 
hard job to do; the s p ir it  o f the troops is undoubtedly be tte r 
in these tangled woodlands and m uddy swamps o f Louis iana than 
i t  is a t th e ir  home camps.”

A nd  fro m  th is  B a ldw in  and the General S ta ff  d raw  an im ­
p o rta n t conclusion fo r  “ so lv ing ”  the problem  o f m ora le:

“ The present d ifficu ltie s  would probably qu ick ly  be cured 
i f  the A rm y  were to engage in active combat. . .”

“ These fa u lts  are a ll curable; the A rm y  recognizes them, 
and is t r y in g  to do som eth ing about them. And now th a t the 
service extension debate is past, now th a t the cou n try  is en­
gaged in a shooting w a r a t sea, now th a t the A rm y  is p rocu ring  
equipm ent and progressing to  a more thorough s tudy o f modern 
w a r, i t  seems lik e ly  the w o rs t o f the m orale troub les are over. 
Unless the present inaction  should long continue, o r the A rm y  
should fa i l  to  remedy the fa u lts  ou tlined above.”

In  o ther words, G ET IN T O  T H E  W A R  AS SOON AS 
P O S S IB LE  is the A rm y ’s answer to low m orale.

A ga in , there is a certa in  am ount o f log ic in th is  cold-blooded 
approach to the problem . Once the w a r has begun and the men’s 
lives are in danger, there w i l l  be a m uclj g rea te r response to 
d iscip line. Much o f the fee lin g  o f ind iffe rence  w i l l  disappear. 
Men w ill,  fo r  a tim e a t least, obey commands more qu ick ly , fo r  
they w ill no t w a n t to be k ille d  o r b r in g  danger to  th e ir  com­
rades by e rro rs  o r m istakes.

B u t th is  k ind o f m orale can las t on ly so long. I t  w i l l  be 
the k ind o f d isc ip line  slaves are ta u g h t; i t  w i l l  be a d iscip line 
imposed from  w ithou t, by the exigencies o f the s itua tion . And 
i t  w i l l  be on ly sk in  deep. F o r i t  w i l l  n o t be based in  any 
way on support or agreem ent w ith  the  w a r program , and 
i t  w il l never e lic it  enthusiasm or in it ia t iv e . Aroused on ly 
by the desire fo r  se lf-p reservation , i t  w i l l  evaporate when 
the men feel safe from  reprisa ls  o r when they feel th a t mere 
obedience is no t enough to  save them.

T h is  is the program  o f the A rm y  fo r  ra is in g  the m ora le o f 
the men. I t  is a confession o f bankruptcy, an admission th a t 
the ad m in is tra tion  feels i t  cannot w in  the support o f the draftees, 
th a t i t  has no ideal and no cause to  o f fe r  them.

H ow  They W ill  ‘ Im p ro ve ’ the Leadership
The General S ta ff  recognizes the  need fo r  im p rov in g  the 

leadership. “ I  fee l em pha tica lly ,”  said M cN a ir, “ th a t leadership 
and command can and m ust be im proved.”  He said th a t so fa r  
as he knew, “ no d ras tic  purge o f weak leaders is contem plated”  
bu t “ i t  seems reasonable and probable th a t leadership w i l l  be 
im proved by rem oval o f weak officers as developments w a rra n t 
in each case.”

B u t i t  would be a m istake to assume th a t the a d m in is tra tion  
com p la in t aga inst m any o f the officers is confined on ly  to  th e ir  
technica l ignorance o r lack o f leadership qua lities. W hen they 
say some o f the o ffice rs are “ weak” , the y  mean n o t on ly  in ex­
perience and tra in in g , bu t also in  th e ir  re la tions w ith  the a rm y 
ranks.

B a ldw in  concretizes these com pla in ts : “ Too o ften  Guard o f­
ficers and enlisted men can be seen d r in k in g  together. . . S a lu ting

is done on du ty , ra re ly  a t o ther tim es. . .
“ P a rt ic u la r ly  in m any N a tion a l Guard un its , where, in  some 

instances o ffice rs and men take th e ir  recreation toge ther, and 
among Reserve office rs who too o ften  fo rg e t the inhe rent d ig n ity  
o f th e ir  rank , there is a tendency to regard  an order casually.

“ Top sergeants o f the old A rm y  are said to be in  despair. I f  
a sergeant o r a com pany com m ander comes down too ha rd  on 
the re c ru it, the re c ru it  is l ik e ly  to  w r ite  to  his Congressman, 
w h ich used to be a co u rt-m a rtia l offense. Today, as lik e ly  as 
not, i t  w i l l  be the top sergeant o r the com pany commander who 
w i l l  ge t the o ffic ia l reprim and, n o t the  ‘rook ie ’ .”

The “ pu rge”  is underway, according to  B a ldw in , a lthough 
he warns th a t “ a professional o ffice r class in  g re a t numbers 
cannot, be tu rned ou t ove rn igh t.”

T h is  purge w i l l  be d irected as much tow ard  increasing fo r ­
m al, harsh d iscip line as tow ard  ra is in g  the m il ita ry  level o f the 
o ffice r leadership. No m ore officers w i l l  be pe rm itted  to  deal 
w ith  the men as though they were human beings; m a rtin e ts  w i l l  
no longer be “ in  despa ir” ; soldiers w i l l  lea rn  no t to  w r ite  to 
th e ir  Congressmen; a rea l “ professional o ffice r class”  —  con­
tem ptuous o f the in te rests  o f the men, concerned on ly  w ith  en­
fo rc in g  d isc ip line  to  the le tte r  o f the law  —  w i l l  be in  the saddle, 
and the problem  o f leadership w i l l  have been “ solved” .

Take care o f the question o f leadership, the A rm y  o ffice r 
caste says, and you w il l  be ta k in g  care o f eve ry th in g  else. B y  
th is  they don’t  mean p rov id ing  a leadership th a t the men w i l l  
have confidence in because they take care o f the men’s in te rests 
wherever possible. They mean separa ting  the  officers even fu r ­
th e r fro m  the men than they are now ; pun ish ing those who fo r ­
ge t “ the inhe ren t d ig n ity  o f th e ir  ra n k ” ; p u ttin g  a prem ium  on 
harshness.

A nd they re a lly  expect to  im prove the m orale o f the 
rank and f i le  th is  w ay!

The A rm y  has had a year o f conscrip tion. T h a t experience 
has shown not on ly  th a t the warm ongers have no desire to  bu ild  
the k ind  o f a rm y  th a t w i l l  destroy fascism , bu t also th a t i t  is 
incapable o f bu ild in g  such an arm y.

S.W .P . M ilita ry  Policy Has the Answer
The m il ita ry  po licy o f the Socia lis t W orkers  P a r ty  re ta ins  

the f u l l  s ignificance i t  had when f irs t  presented over a yea r ago. 
I f  any th ing , a yea r o f conscrip tion under Roosevelt has proved 
th a t ours is the on ly  program  o f m il i ta r y  tra in in g  th a t can 
serve the in te rests o f the w o rk in g  class.

O ur p rogram  alone has the answer to m ora le and tra ined  
and trus ted  leadership.

I t  calls fo r :
M il ita ry  tra in in g  o f workers, financed by the govern­

ment, b u t under con tro l o f the trade unions. Special o ffice rs ’ 
t ra in in g  camps, financed by the governm ent b u t con tro lled 
by the trade unions, to tra in  w orkers to  become officers.

A  system o f such m il ita ry  tra in in g , con tro lled  by the w orkers 
organ iza tions, would evoke th e ir  complete support and th e ir  in i­
t ia tiv e . Feeling they would have som eth ing to  say about w h a t 
happened to  them , the m ora le o f the w orker-so ld ie rs  w ou ld  be 
h igh . W ith  w orke r-o ffice rs  selected fro m  th e ir  own ranks, men 
whom  they had learned to  t ru s t  and respect as shop-stewards 
and fa c to ry  com m itteem en, they w ou ld  be prepared to- support 
and fo llo w  th e ir  leaders in  s trugg le .

Such a fo rce  would have none o f the. weaknesses o f the 
dra ftee  A rm y . I t  would be s trong  enough in  every respect to  w ipe 
fascism  o f f  the  face o f the earth .
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Negro S truggle
By ALBERT PARKER

Churchill and the Negroes
W illia m  Pickens, A . P h ilip  Randolph and othei’s 

who support t lie  w a r p rogram  as a “ w a r fo r  
democracy”  leap in to  p r in t  every tim e som ething 
happens which shows th a t H itle r is m  is a th re a t 
to  the in te rests o f the N egro people. B u t they 
never have a word to  say any more about the 
B r it is h  E m pire  and its  a ttitu d e  tow ard the Negro 
people.

Both Pickens and Randolph are leading m em ­
bers o f the N a tiona l Association fo r  the Advance­
m ent o f Colored People. The N A A C P  has ju s t 
issued a le tte r  addressed to  P rim e M in is te r 
C h u rch ill describ ing fiv e  types o f ra c ia l d isc rim ­
ina tion  aga inst Negroes being practiced by B r i t ­
ish agencies in  th is  country.

B u t ne ithe r Pickens no r Randolph w i l l  make 
any a ttem p t to answer th is  le tte r  o r  deny w ha t 
i t  says o r to  exp la in  how i t  is th a t a govern­
m ent which is supposed to  be f ig h t in g  fo r  “ dem­
ocracy”  is g u ilty  o f the same k ind  o f d isc rim in ­
ation  practiced by the Nazis aga inst the rac ia l 
m in o ritie s  under th e ir  con tro l. They w ill answer 
th is  ind ic tm ent o f B r it is h  im peria lism  w ith  s i­
lence —  as they do a ll o ther questions wh ich ex­
pose the fra u d  in th e ir  ta lk  about a w a r fo r  
democracy.

The charges in the N A A C P  le tte r  show th a t 
the acts o f d isc rim in a tio n  com plained o f arc no t 
isolated o r accidental cases o f J im  Crow ism , but 
ra th e r pa rts  o f a la rg e r p a tte rn  w h ich re flec ts  
the views o f the B r it is h  governm ent. L e t us 
b r ie f ly  rev iew  them :

Five Kinds of British Jim Crow
1. Charles M. Ashe, fu l ly  qualified com m er­

c ia l p ilo t  and in s tru c to r, was refused by the 
B r it is h  A ir  Commission in  W ashington a job 
fe r ry in g  bombers fro m  th is  coun try  to England, 
solely because o f his color. He was to ld  tha t 
according to the regu la tions o f the R A F  F e rry  
Command, “ a ll applican ts m ust be o f the w h ite  
race.”

2. D r. W a lte r W . K in g  o f New Y o rk  C ity  
volunteered th rough  the Am erican Rod Cross, in 
response to  recent appeals fro m  Eng land fo r  
A m erican doctors, to  serve in  England. He was 
re jected solely because o f his color. He was 
to ld  by the Red Cross: “ I t  is tru e  th a t on ly w h ite  
citizens o f the U n ited  States are e lig ib le  fo r  
the Doctors fo r  B r ita in  p ro ject. The A m erican 
Red Cross did no t set the standards w h ich  are 
being fo llow ed. The A m erican Red Cross is ac t­
in g  upon ins truc tions  and cannot deviate.”

3. The N A A C P  le tte r  continues, “ Touch ing 
appeals have been made to  Am ericans to con­
tr ib u te  th e ir  blood to blood banks to be sent to 
save the lives o f men, women and ch ild ren in 
G reat B r ita in  who, w ith o u t such- aid, would., die 
fro m  gievous wounds in flic te d  b y  Nazi bombs. 
Ins truc tio ns  have come to  the U n ited  States from  
G reat B r ita in , we are in fo rm ed, th a t on ly  ‘w h ite ’ 
blood is wanted. Does th is  mean th a t E ng lish  
men, women and ch ild ren would p re fe r dy ing  to 
liv in g , i f  the balance in  fa v o r o f l i fe  is non- 
A ry a n  b lood?”

4. The B r it is h  governm ent has asked the U n i­
ted States governm ent to  refuse to  send any 
Negi-oes, regardless o f qua lifica tions, to help 
build naval and a ir  bases in islands o f the B r i t ­
ish W est Indies, and “ visas are denied by B r it is h  
consulates to  h ig h ly  qu a lified  Am erican Negroes 
who' w ish to  w o rk  in the B r it is h  Caribbean Is ­
lands.”  The N A A C P  le tte r, a f te r  p o in tin g  out 
th a t Negroes fo rm  90 to 95% o f the popu lation 
o f these islands, asks: “ Does the B r it is h  Govern­
m ent bar these Am erican Negroes lest the ex­
am ple o f qua lified  Negroes f i l l in g  executive and 
o ther o ffic ia l positions arouse too g rea t am b i­
tio n  on the p a r t o f underpriv ileged N egro B r it is h  
subjects in  these is lands?”

5. The B r it is h  Purchasing- Commission in  
W ash ing ton has tu rned down a ll Negro a p p li­
cants fo r  em ploym ent, regardless o f th e ir  qua li­
fications, ju s t as i t  has d iscrim inated against 
Jews, South Ir is h  and Germans.

The N A A C P  press release on its  le tte r  to  
C h u rch ill concludes w ith  the s ta tem ent: “ No an­
swer has ye t been received.”  We do no t g u a r­
antee th a t no answer w i l l  be received in  the fu ­
tu re , bu t we are positive  th a t no sa tis fa c to ry  an­
swer w i l l  ever come fro m  C hurch ill. F o r Church­
i l l  is in fu l l  accord w ith  the policies being carried 
ou t by his agents in  the U n ited  States.

Those who have any doubts on th is  score need 
on ly  read w ha t he had to say about his much- 
publicized E ig h t P o in t “ A t la n t ic  C h a rte r”  w ith  
Roosevelt.

D eputy P rim e M in is te r C lem ent A tlee , head 
o f the B r it is h  Labor P a rty , who supports Church­
i l l ’s w a r and tr ies  to cover up its  reac tiona ry  
character, shot o f f  his m outh th a t “ Colored races, 
as w e ll as w h ite , w i l l  share the benefits o f the 
C hurehill-R ooseve lt A t la n t ic  C h a rte r”  and th a t 
a fte r  the w a r there w i l l  be “ an ever-increasing 
measure o f se lf-governm ent in  A fr ic a  and. . . 
an eve r-ris ing  standard o f l i fe  fo r  a ll the peo­
ples o f A fr ic a . .

A  few  days la te r C h urch ill set the record 
s tra ig h t on th is  question, fo r  he would ra th e r 
be honest than have the colon ia l people g e ttin g  
any fa lse ideas and ta k in g  a ll the ta lk  about 
democracy too seriously.

“ A t  the A t la n t ic  m eeting ,”  he said, according 
to a censored re p o rt fro m  the London correspond­
ent o f the P ittsb u rg h  C ourie r, “ we had in  m ind 
p r im a r ily  res to ra tion  o f the sovere ignty, se lf- 
governm ent and na tiona l li fe  o f the States and 
nations o f Europe. . . T ha t is qu ite  a separate 
problem  fro m  the progressive evolution o f se lf- 
govern ing in s titu tio n s  in  the regions and peoples 
w h ich owe allegiance to  the B r it is h  C row n.”

W hen Pickens, Randolph and Co. rem a in  s ilen t 
on such questions, the y  help on ly  to conceal the 
reac tiona ry  character o f the B r it is h  im peria lism  
they  w an t the masses to  defend. Treacherous 
po litics  o f th is  k ind  leads in  the end to be traya l 
o f the in te rests o f the masses in  th e ir  s trugg le
aga inst J im  C row  a t home.

Strikes Sweep Shanghai
Workers Demand Wage Increases To Meet Added Living Costs

By ROBERT L. B IR C H M A N
A wave of strikes swept the city of Shanghai during the 

entire summer and is still continuing, according to the reports 
appearing in the China Weekly Review, American-owned week­
ly'news magazine published in that city. Nearly every day for 
several months there have been at least several hundred Chinese 
workers on strike in an effort to raise their wages to meet the 
increasing cost of living.

At the Shanghai Stevedoring Company, an American con­
cern and one of the largest of its kind in the city, 6500 workers 
w ent on s tr ik e  A ug ust 30 to  en­
force demands fo r  h ighe r wages. 
The s tr ik e  fo llow ed a deadlock 
in  negotia tions between the w ork  
ers and the m anagement which 
had been ca rried  on fo r  some 
tim e.

This s tr ik e  coincided w ith  the 
ending o f another o f several 
thousand workers of the China 
General Omnibus Company, a 
Sassoon enterprise w h ich holds 
the monopoly franch ise  fo r  bus 
tra n sp o rta tio n  in  the In te rn a tio n ­
al Settlem ent.

OMNIBUS WORKERS’
FOURTH STRIKE

The om nibus w orkers secured 
a 20 per cent increase in  th e ir  
cost o f l iv in g  allowance and the 
company agreed to base fu tu re  
increases on the Shanghai M un i­
cipa l Council’s cost o f l iv in g  in ­
dex. O ther gains were a revision 
o f the bus schedules to e ffe c t a 
reduction o f w o rk in g  hours and 
paym ont o f h a lf  th e ir  wages fo r  
the tim e  they were on s trike . The 
s tr ik e  lasted fo r  f iv e  days. This 
was the fo u rth  s tr ik e  o f these |

w orkers th is  year.
A  s tr ik e  o f w o rkers  a t the 

French C lub was settled ea rly  in 
September w ith  substan tia l eco­
nomic gains fo r  the w orkers. The 
s tr ik e  o f several thousand w o rk ­
ers in  the p r in t in g  in du s try , in 
e lud ing the China Press, which 
was obliged to appear in abbrevi­
ated fo rm  fo r  three days, was 
s im ila r ly  settled.

A  new s tr ik e  fo llow ed when 
2,000 a r t  p rin te rs  q u it th e ir  jobs 
a fte r  fa ilu re  to secure sa tis fac­
tion  o f demands fo r  h igh e r wages.

Several thousands w orkers a t 
the Sassoon Hote ls were s t i l l  on 
s tr ik e  the m iddle o f September 
a fte r  having been out fo r  three 
weeks. The s tr ik e  s ta rted  when 
eighteen o f th e ir  leaders were a r ­
rested by the French police. The 
Sassoon in terests, owners o f the 
hotels, attem pted to  break the 
s tr ike  by em ploying several hun­
dred German em igres as s trike  
breakers.

The s tr ik e  o f the w orkers a t 
the S h a n g h a i  and Hongkew 
W h a rf was s t i l l  in  progress. The

s tr ike rs  added to  th e ir  fo rm e r de­
mands fo r  increased wages tc. 
meet the cost o f liv in g , a demand 
fo r  compensation to the fa m ily  
o f a fe llow -w o rke r who was k i l l ­
ed when the Shanghai M un ic ipa1 
Police, f ire d  on them  on A ugust 
20, also compensation fo r  the five 
w orkers who were in ju red .

COST O F L IV IN G  
S K Y R O C K E T IN G

The freez ing  o f Japanese as­
sets by G reat B r ita in  and the 
U n ited States and the consequent 
fu r th e r  decline in the exchange 
value o f the C h i n e s e  do lla r 
b rough t about fu r th e r  sharp in ­
creases in the A ugust cost o f l iv ­
ing  indices fo r  Shanghai as p re ­
pared by the Shanghai M unicipa l 
Council. Accord ing to the S.M.C. 
report, add itiona l consequences 
were the f l ig h t  o f cap ita l to  com­
m odities, speculative hoard ing 
and household hoard ing.

The general cost o f liv in g  in ­
dex o f Chinese w orkers, w ith  the 
1936 base fig u re  as 100, rose to 
885.55 in  A ug ust as compared 
w ith  800.32 fo r  Ju ly , a rise o f 
85.23 po in ts  o r 10.65 per cent. 
The purchasing power o f the 
Chinese do lla r slipped to 11.29 J 
cents, the lowest yet. The food 
index, on ly  21 po in ts sho rt o f the 
1,000 m ark, recorded a rise o f 
109.53 points. H ousing w ent up 
26.03 po in ts and c lo th ing  47.31 
points. Item s under the m iscel-

Tw o Corrections
Two errors in proof-reading in tlie last issue of TH E  

M IL IT A N T  were so serious that they lost ihe sense of the 
bought intended, and therefore require correction.

In the important political resolution adopted by the Ple­
num-Active Workers Conference of the Socialist Workers 
Party in Chicago last week, printed on page 3 of our Oct. 
18 issue, the following corrections should be made:

Under point No. 6. the word italicized in the sentence 
“ The party which aims at the conquest of power, . . cannot 
operate with casual members and dilletante members.’ ’ should 
be changed to read “ leaders” .

Under point No. 13, where the sentence now reads “ Only 
our program explains to the perplexed Stalinist workers. . . 
how Stalin beheaded the Red Army and left the Soviet Union 
leaders in industry and agriculture. . the word “ leaderless” 
should he substituted for the word “ leaders".

The staff of TH E  M IL IT A N T  is working under ob­
vious handicaps, with some of its members immobilized in 
Minneapolis because of the trial. But it promises to take 
every safeguard in the future’ against such errors, which 
have appeared too often in our paper in recent weeks.

laneous heading rose 85.16 points. 
In  an ed ito ria l on the subject 

o f the cost o f l iv in g  in  Shanghai, 
the Chinese-Am erican D a ily  News 
urged the au tho ritie s  o f the In ­
te rna tiona l Settlem ent to adoi.t 
e ffec tive  measures to  suppress 
p ro fitee ring . I t  a ttr ib u te d  the 
fu r th e r  increases in com m odity 
prices to c u rta ilm e n t o f the sup­
p ly  o f fo re ig n  exchange as a re ­
su lt o f the freez ing  orders; a n x i­
e ty over a possible Japanese

'Allies' W on't Help The USSR
Stalin Calls On 'Democracies' , Ignoring World Working Class

sense, the enemy has occupied sec-'1 
tions equipped w ith  the best de­
fensive fo rtifica tions .

A t th is  w r it in g  the Red A rm y  
lias not yet checked the Fascist 
th rus t. But whether i t  w i l l  or 
not, whether H it le r  possesses un­
tapped reserves or m ust soon ha ll, 
the rem a in ing  te rr ito r ie s  of the 
U.S.S.R. cannot possibly sustain 
and supply a m il ita ry  machine of 
su ffic ie n t strength and size to 
seriously chalenge the m ig h t o f 
occupied Europe.

Catastrophe lias not yet over­
taken the Soviet Union, but it 
draws closer da ily .

A ll th is  takes place in  spite of 
the undeniable so lid a rity  of thé 
European workers w ith  the Red 
A rm y , in spite of loud and fre ­
quent proclam ations of support 
from  the w orld 's  greatest im p e ria l­
is t powers -— Great B r ita in  and 
the U n ited States. W ith  such 
m igh ty  and w ealthy allios, how 
does i t  happen tha t the Soviet 
Union finds its e lf in  the present 
m il ita ry  cris is? The answer is 
th a t ne ither the strength of the 
workers nor the wealth of the im ­
peria lis ts  have actua lly  been mo­
bilized in  support of the hard- 
pressed Red A rm y. From  the im ­
peria lis ts. the Soviet Union has 
received no th ing but lip  service. 
And. trag ica lly , th is  s itua tion  
flows d irec tly  frrtm  the incum bent 
leadership in  the Soviet Union 
itse lf —  from  S ta lin  and his 
K rem lin  clique.

A large section of the w ork ing  
class of the w orld  is fo r the vic-

istence w i l l  continue. B ut the last 
th in g  he wants to see is a decisive 
v ic to ry  fo r  the Red A rm y. That 
would indeed be a n igh tm are for 
him.

'l'he B r it is h  ta lk  much of the 
middle-east. Here the s itua tion  is 
s lig h tly  d iffe ren t. T h e ir posses­
sions in Suez and Syria  and Ind ia  
are d ire c tly  t.lu caUmed and. th e ir  
cooperation w ith  the Red Arm y 
is corresponding ly closer.

J o in tly  w ith  Soviet forces they 
occupy Iran  and even ta lk  of 
sending an exped itionary force to 
help defend the Caucnsus. In  such 
a maneuver they would be de­
fending th e ir  own immediate  in ­
terests in  the middle-oast. But 
there is another consideration 
tha t is of p rim a ry  importance. 
T lfo  B r it is h  forces would be figh t­
ing on strateg ic Soviet te rr ito ry !

blockade o f the In te rn a tio n a l 
Settlem ent; the tense s itua tion  lin 
the F a r E ast which m ay lead to 
a d is rup tion  o f the supply o f im ­
ported goods.

The exchange fa c to r, however, 
did no t w a rra n t general price in ­
creases, the paper asserted, be­
cause m ost da ily  necessities have 
no re la tionsh ip  to fo re ign  ex­
change, being produced in  China. 
The paper stated th a t the w o rk ­
in g  classes “ deserve deepest sym ­
pa thy ” , bu t they m ust rea lize the 
im portance o f th e ir  m ission and 
no t le t themselves be exp lo ited by 
th e ir  rea l enemy, who has brought 
on them a ll th e ir  su ffe rin g .

T h is  is a reference to the c u r­
ren t wave o f strikes, w h ich the 
W ang C hing W ei puppet regim e 
is endeavoring to  exp lo it fo r  p o li­
tica l ends and which arose due to 
the fa ilu re  o f wages to keep pace 
w ith  the rise in liv in g  costs.

and his C om intern embrace and 
force upon the workers!

Understanding th is  sim ple class 
a im  of the bosses, can there be 
any bew ilderm ent at C hurch ill's  
“ vac illa tio n ”  in  sending e ffec tive  
aid to his “ a l ly ” ?

The Soviet-German w ar is fou r 
months old. W hat aid have the 
Rod A rm ies received from  th e ir 
"a llie s ”  in th is  tim e? As to actual 
num ber of guns and planes there 
is no way of checking, though we 
know they are de fin ite ly  few. 
However, the broad m il ita ry  s tra ­
tegy of the im peria lis ts  is some­
th in g  tha t is concealed on ly from  
the Soviet masses.

Accord ing to S ta lin , the most 
effective aid tha t could be ren­
dered the s trugg ling  Red A rm y  
would he the opening o f a “ w est­
ern iro n t.”  C hurch ill steadfastly 
refuses to do even th is  fo r the 
K rem lin . France and the low 
countries seethe w ith  revo lt 
against the Germans. H itle r  holds 
these peoples w ith  the fewest pos­
sible num ber o f troops. S ta lin  
and all h is lackeys- shout.: “ The 
moment is p rop itious! Invade E u­
rope !”

C hurch ill resists pressure fo r 
such a move and pleads m ilita ry  
impotence. Irrespective of the 
strength of B r ita in ’s m ilita ry  
forces, C h urch ill w il l not save 
the life  of a single Red soldier 
i f  he can help it .  He has no th ing 
but praise fo r Red heroism, and 
he “ honestly hopes”  Soviet res-

CHU RC HILL S TILL HATES  
TH E WORKERS STATE

Once before. C h u rch ill directed 
B r it is h ' operations upon Soviet 
ground— during  the wars of in te r­
vention in  191 f* and 1920. Th is 
tim e, however. C h u rch ill desires 
to come dressed as an a lly , 
to take up in  earnest the task 
tha t he was forced to abandon 
in  1920 —  the an n ih ila tio n  of the 
workers state, the restora tion  of 
Russian cap ita lism  under the 
thum b o f the B r it is h  Em pire.

The cap ita lis t press tells of BEF 
landings in Archangel. C hurch ill 
knows Archangel well. T ha t was

the site of his previous opera­
tions. Before, he met gunshot 
from  Soviet guerrillas . Th is tim e 
he receives a hero’s welcome.

I f  C h u rch ill sends troops in to  
the Caucasus o r A rchangeb i t  is 
in  order to place him self in  a 
position  to s tr ik e  at both his im ­
pe ria lis t r iva l, H it le r , and when 
the opportune moment comes, his 
class enemy, the Soviet Union.

The story of the eastern fro n t 
is paralle l. The Japanese im per­
ia lis ts  are poised like  jacka ls  to  
sp ring  upon S iberia when i t  ap­
pears safe to do so. S ta lin  hopes 
to secure th is  fro n t w ith  the aid 
of the Am erican im peria lis ts . 
Roosevelt has plans of h is own.

S ta lin  can ha rd ly  be elated 
w ith  the fru its  o f “complete col­
labo ra tion ”  w ith  the im p e ria lis t 
"democracies,”  but he haB no 
choice in  the m atter. He is a cap­
tive  of C h u rch ill and Roosevelt. 
The dynamics of class collabor­
ation have brought h im  inexor­
ab ly to th is  state. In  his desper­
ate struggle to m a in ta in  h im self 
in  power at a ll costs, he has sac­
rificed a ll the v ita l in terests of 
the Soviet Union. S ta lin ism  is 
the greatest in te rna l obstacle to 
the genuine defense of the USSR. 
Only i f  th is  obstacle is removed 
can the Soviet Union be saved 
from  the abyse in to  w h ich S ta lin  
is now lending it.

Help F igh t The 
Federal Prosecution

29 people— members of the Socialist Workers Party and the leaders of Motor Transport 
and Allied Workers Industrial Union, Local 5 4 4 -0 0  have been indicted in Minnesota 
on charges of “ conspiring to overthrow the government.”

This sweeping attack upon civil liberties and labor’s rights must be repelled! The 
job of defending the victims of this prosecution is up to the workers themselves. Roose­
velt’s administration isn’t subsidizing this detense project.

Aid the defendants by giving promptly and generously to their Defense Fund.

SEND YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO: „ . .. , .The Government prosecution has been con-

TH E  C IV IL  RIGHTS D EFENSE -demned by the
COM M ITTEE  ̂ CIQ

Room 809, 160 Fifth Ave.. New York City | LABOR’S NON-PARTISAN LEAGUE

I enclose...................... for your Defense Fund I U N ITE D  AUTO WORKERS
| AM ERICAN C IV IL  L IBERTIES UNIO N

Name ....................................................................... I NATIO N

Address ................................................................... I NEW  REPUBLIC

 ̂ and other labor and liberal spokesmen
.........................................................................  I

The Churchills Look Ahead
The social dem ocrats o f every land y ie ld  to 

no one in th e ir  ha tred o f H it le r .  T h e ir en tire  
creed sums its e lf  up around th is  p la tfo rm  —  down 
w ith  H it le r !  So fierce is th e ir  ha tred th a t i t  
cannot conta in  its e lf, bu t extends to  hatred o f 
the en tire  na tion over w h ich H it le r  now rules. 
The social pa trio ts  are fe a rfu l th a t the m aster 
class w il l  no t know  how to  tre a t Germ any when 
H it le r  is  f in a lly  defeated by the democracies. 
T h e ir g re a t a n x ie ty  nowadays is there fore  to  ad­
vise the cap ita lis ts  (beg pardon, the dem ocrats!) 
on ju s t w ha t measures to  adopt aga inst a de­
feated Germ any.

The C hurch ills  are, however, qu ite  fo re s ig h t- 
ed when i t  comes to the game o f po litics . They 
view  the problem s o f w a r and o f the post-w ar 
era fro m  a consistent class angle. They t r y  to 
prepare the ground long in advance fo r  a l l even­
tu a litie s . One o f the consequences o f the de­
fe a t o f H it le r  w o rries  them  exceedingly. W ha t 
w i l l  the w orkers  and the masses o f Germ any do 
a fte r  such a defeat? The ve ries t ty ro  in p o li­
tics is aware th a t revo lu tion  in G erm any would 
then sweep a ll before it ,  and th a t such a revo lu ­
tion  could no t stop sho rt o f the ta k in g  o f power 
by the p ro le ta r ia t to bu ild  a soc ia lis t society.

C h urch ill has no in te n tio n  w hateve r o f f ig h t­
ing  H it le r  in  o rder to hand the power over to  
the w o rk in g  class. H is  concern is to  preserve the 
ca p ita lis t system, bu t w ith  E ng lish  im peria lism  
as top dog. Hence the E ng lish  p rim e m in is te r, 
look ing ahead, a ttem p ts  to  psychologize the E ng­
lish  masses in such a w ay th a t he w ill be able 
to use them no t on ly  aga inst H it le r  but aga inst 
the German w orkers a t a la te r date.

Function o f Labor Lieutenants
This is the a im  th a t is fu rth e re d  by the so­

c ia l p a tr io t ic  camp fo llow e rs  o f the m aster class. 
A ll th e ir  discussions o f w a r aim s and o f the a r­
rangem ent and ad justm ent o f the post-w ar w orld  
concede to  the A llie d  im p e ria lis ts  the r ig h t,  nay 
du ty , to p a tro l a ll Europe a f te r  the w a r to  p re­
ven t “ chaos” . In  re a lity  th is  concedes the r ig h t  
to continue chaos and to reestablish i t  as a sys­
tem.

S upport fo r  the Roosevelts and the C hurch ills  
means support fo r  th is  fundam enta l po licy  w h ich 
flow s in e v ita b ly  from  the aim s o f the cap ita lis ts  
in the w ar, N a tu ra lly , however, i t  would ha rd ­
ly  do fo r  the w ar-m akers  to  s tate th e ir  aim s in  
th is  bald fash ion. These need re -in te rp re ta tio n  
and qu ite  a b it  o f po lish ing-up before being 
served as m enta l food to  the to ile rs . T h a t is p re­
cise ly where the social democrats come in . T he ir 
fun c tion  is to  ta lk  c a p ita lis t ideas in  w o rk in g  
class language. T h a t is w h y  w ha t they say 
sounds ju s t  like  doub le-ta lk.

We have the p e rfe c t example o f th is  in  the 
message sent by the new A u s tra lia n  P rem ier, 
John C u rtin , to his co-w orkers o f the New Lead­
er in th is  country . H ow  proud they are to  place 
his words a t the top  o f th e ir  paper! The ve ry  
las t sentence o f his cable is p r in te d  in bold, b ig  
le tte rs : “ The u n ity  o f labo r in common purpose 
th roughou t the w’o rld  alone w i l l  save c iv iliz a ­
tio n .”  A nd th is  leader o f the A u s tra lia n  Labor 
P a rty  sends his message —  so he says —  “ on 
beha lf o f a solid, un ited labo r movem ent.”  W ha t 
is the common purpose? Labo r “ has been in ­
fle x ib le  in its  de term ination  to  p lay  the fu lle s t 
p a rt in  the m axim um  w a r e f fo r t  by A u s tra lia . 
The Labor G overnm ent stands by A u s tra lia , ju s t 
as A u s tra lia  stands w ith  the  E m p ire  and her 
A llie s  in  res is ting  aggression w herever the r ig h ts  
and p riv ileges o f freedom -lov ing  people are im ­
pe rilled  anywhere in  the w o rld .”

U nity  —  On W hat Program ?
Jus t in  case you did  no t know  w h a t the wra r 

was a ll about, C u rtin  en lightens you. “ Those 
r ig h ts  and p riv ileges (g ran ted  by w hom ?) in ­
clude the r ig h t  o f association in  trade  unions, 
and o f co llective ba rga in ing  —  enjoyed by B r i t ­
ish workm en fo r  a lm ost h a lf a cen tury. Those 
r ig h ts  sym bolize the democracy fo r  w h ich  we 
are f ig h t in g .”

T a lk in g  in  term s o f u n ity , the rea l achievem ent 
o f the C u rtins  is to b r in g  about d isu n ity  every­
where. They fee l u n ity  and act accordingly, no t 
w ith  the German w orkers  (whom  they helped be­
tra y  to H it le r ) ,  bu t w ith  the im p e ria l B r it is h  
m asters. T h e ir u n ity  is no t w ith  the H indu  and 
Ind ian  masses ground in to  the dust, b u t w ith  
the oppressors o f these masses. E ve ry  step the 
C u rtins  take ( in  and ou t o f E ng land) is calcula­
ted to  keep the E ng lish  w orkers  and the colon ia l 
peoples apart, no t to  b r in g  them  together.

On w h a t program  would C u rtin  propose th a t 
the w orkers  everywhere should u n ite  to save 
c iv iliza tio n ?  Does he propose to the German 
w orkers  th a t they f ig h t  H i t le r  in  o rder to  g ive 
the v ic to ry  to C h urch ill?  Y e t th a t is the on ly  
purpose contained in a ll th a t the C u rtins  do and 
a ll th a t they say —  v ic to ry  fo r  B r it is h  im p e ria l­
ism. To the German w orkers  th a t means on ly  
a worse V ersa illes and a worse fo rm  o f s lavery  
in Europe, Sha ll the European w o rk in g  class 
un ite  w ith  the labo r lieu tenan ts to  enable the 
A llie d  arm ies to  p a tro l th e ir  lands and keep 
“ o rd e r? ”

I t  is absolute ly correct to  say th a t the u n ity  
o f labor in  common purpose th rou gh ou t the w o rld  
alone w i l l  save c iv iliza tion . T h a t u n ity  can be 
achieved on ly  on the  basis o f a w o rk in g  class 
program . B u t the  ve ry  essence o f such a p ro ­
gram  is its  unalte rab le  opposition to  the schemes 
and actions o f the c a p ita lis t class, a t home and 
abroad. U n ity  can on ly  be obtained by  reaching 
across a ll borders, in  sp ite  o f a ll the C hurch ills  
and a ll th e ir  assistants, to  create s o lid a r ity  o f 
w o rke r to w o rke r in  o rder to  oppose and fru s ­
tra te  the oppressor aim s o f a l l the exp lo ite rs , 
w hether in the fa sc is t camp o r in  the “ democra­
t ic ”  camp. The German w orkers  m ust be as­
sured o f suppo rt in  th e ir  com ing s trugg les 
aga inst th e ir  m asters.

The

By M IC H A EL CORT
No one can now deny that the Soviet Union has suffered 

catastrophic losses. No matter how the retreating forces of the 
Red Arm y may regroup themselves, their striking power has 
been blunted and their capacity for further resistance weakened.

H itler is now in control of vast sections of western Russia, 
sections which constituted the most important industrial and 
agricultural centers. And, just as important in an immediate

to ry  of t lie  Red A rm y. Likew ise, 
a section of the class-conscious 
bosses of the w orld  am  hoping 
tha t H itle r  fa ila  at th is  p a rticu la r 
ju n c tu re  in  his avowed plan of 
destroying the Red A rm y. Each 
class is interested in  H it le r ’s de­
feat, but fo r d iffe re n t reasons. I t  
is S ta lin ’s crim e that he has tied 
the w orkers ’ cause to the bosses’ 
cause.

The K rem lin , through a ll its  
agencies, inc lud ing  the T h ird  In ­
te rna tiona l, smothers independent 
workers action, harnesses prole­
ta ria n  energies in to  the boss ap­
paratus and tin ts  makes the So­
vie t Union dependent upon such 
aid as the bosses are w ill in g  to 
render. In  other words, the Soviet 
Union w i l l  receive the type and 
am ount o f aid th a t serves the in ­
terests of the imperia lists,  not 
the interests of the workers.  And 
th e ir  in terests are not the same, 
but, on the contrary, d iam etrica lly  
opposed.

W HAT TH E  
IM PER IA LISTS W ANT

The aim  of the im peria lis ts  is 
the defeat of H itle r , along w ith  
the sim ultaneous exhaustion of 
the Soviet Union. They w ill never 
a llow  the How of m ateria ls  in 
such volume as would strengthen 
the Soviet Union to the po in t 
where i t  could score a decisive 
v ic to ry  over H itle r. In  short, the 
Am erican and B r it is h  ru lers are 
fo r  the defeat o f H it le r  and the 
Soviet Union l o t h !

That is the program  tha t S ta lin

Social Patriots 
Call for ' Unity 
of Labor' - for W ar

By JACK WEBER
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T o  defend the USSR as the m ain  

fortress o f the w orld pro letariat, 

against a ll assaults o f w orld im peria l­

ism and o f in ternal counter-revolution, 

is the most im portant duty o f every 

class conscious w orker.

— LEON TROTSKY

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M ilita ry  tra in ing  o f workers, financed 

by the governm ent, but under control 
o f the trade unions. Special officers’ 
tra in ing  camps, financed by the gov­
ernm ent but controlled by the trade  
unions, to tra in  workers to become 
officers.

2 . Trade union wages fo r  a ll workers  
drafted into  the arm y.

3 . F u ll equality fo r  Negroes in  the arm ed  
forces and the war industries— Down  
w ith Jim  Crowism everywhere.

4 . A  peoples’ referendum  on any and all 
wars.

5. Confiscation o f a ll war profits. E xpro­
priation o f a ll war industries and the ir  
operation under workers’ control.

6 . For a rising scale o f wages to meet the 
rising cost o f living.

7. W orkers Defense Guards against vig­
ilante and fascist attacks.

8. An Independent Labor Party based on 
the Trade Unions.

9 . A W orkers’ and Farm ers’ Govern­
ment.

Concentration Camps 
and ' Democracy's' War

It may prove disturbing to some liberals who 
have been proclaiming that this is a war for democ­
racy to learn that one of the preparatory steps for 
the war is the erection of concentration camps for 
the internment of anti-war elements when the wai 
is in progress.

One of these camps, about the construction of 
which the War Department has attempted to main­
tain secrecy, is admitted by Brig. General Phillip- 
son of the Second Corps Area to be near comple­
tion at Camp Upton. (New York Times, Oct. IS).

General Phillipson stated that the huge prison 
camp is “ for the safeguarding o f such aliens as 
the War Department may deem necessary to hold.’’

No one is fooled by the use of the word “ alien’’ 
in this connection. H itler, too, claims that his 
concentration camps are reserved for “ aliens’’, 
‘enemies of the Reich’, ‘Jews and other foreigners.’

These camps are intended for political oppon­
ents of the Administration, particularly working- 
class fighters against the war, for m ilitant union­
ists who lead struggles against the anti-labor con­
sequences of the war —  in a word, for all those 
whom the War Department “ deems’’ an obstruc­
tion to the totalitarian conduct of the war.

Let us remind the naive liberal who may repeat 
that these camps are “ only” for aliens, that many 
infringements on basic rights and liberties are first 
introduced as measures against "aliens” .

Such is the history of the Smith Act of 1940, 
which, its authors 'declared, was directed solely 
at “ aliens” . Yet, the very first use of this act is 
in the government’s "seditious conspiracy”  prose­
cution of 28 union and working-class party lead­
ers, only one of whom is considered a non-citizen. 
Indeed, most of the indicted anti-war labor leaders 
are native-born; some of them trace their ances­
try  in this country back for generations; several 
of them fought in the ranks of the U. S. Army 
during the last war.

No, the War Department’s concentration camps 
are not intended, any more than was the Smith 
Act, for aliens "on ly” . They are intended to serve 
the same purposes as H itle r’s vile prison camps. 
They are for the suppression, above all, of m ili­
tant workers who dare to oppose the ruling class 
and its aims.

A matter for further disquiet to the liberals 
should be the fact that the W ar Department w ill 
be the agency to determine who is to be confined 
in these camps. The War Department is not a nor­
mal judicial agency. It does not give trials. Those 
i t  selects as "guests”  of its concentration camps

may simply be carted off, on a mere 'decree of the 
reactionary War Department officials, and con­
fined without tria l or appeal.

To liberal and progressive opinion the world 
over, the concentration camp symbolizes all that 
is most repressive of human rights, most character­
istic of totalitarian terrorism.

It  is not unnatural that the American ruling 
class, as it prepares to go to war for its reaction­
ary imperialist interests, should at the same time 
adopt those vicious institutions like the concentra­
tion camp, which are the hall-mark of undemocra­
tic regimes everywhere.

War for democracy? How is democracy served 
by a war whose immediate consequences are the 
destruction of civil liberties, the violation of the 
rights of free speech and press, arbitrary arrests, 
confinement without tria l in Hitlerian concentra­
tion camps?

It cannot be argued that these things are an 
unnatural and temporary by-product of the war. 
They are, in the nature of the case, an integral 
part of the war, as the war itself is an integral part 
of the operations of capitalism.

Concentration camps! These are the realities of 
the war, and not the airy abstractions ol "democ­
racy”  and ‘liberty ’ and ‘freedom’ which the pro­
war liberals prate about.

O n Revolutions
The nation’s capitalist press expressed consider­

able approval of the political revolution down in 
Panama.

Contrary to their usual tone, the boss papers did 
not greet this revolution with preachments about 
'orderly processes’, ‘democratic procedure’, ‘vio­
lence and bloodshed.’

This revolution was simply the forceful deposi­
tion of the duly-elected president by an opponent 
political clique. The people did not vote him out. 
The people did not participate in the revolution 
in any way.

Still the boss press loudly applauded it.
It seems that Arias, the deposed president, had 

banned the arming of American merchant ships 
under Panamanian registry. His successor, de la 
Guardia, has revoked this ban, an act manifestly 
in the interests of American imperialism and its 
war preparations.

So we see the ruling class is really not against 
all revolutions. It is'only against those revolutions 
in the interests of the workers and common people.

Some revolutions, like the one in Panama, are 
approved by the bosses. The decisive question for 
them, in all cases, is: Whose ox is gored?

The Price of Men
One of the guiding concepts of the bosses is 

contained in their cynical axiom: Every man has 
his price.

Their own “ principles”  are weighed in a scale 
which measures values solely in terms of person­
al gain and material rewards. And they apply 
this measure of value, not only to themselves, but 
to all individuals.

Thus, it is usually possible to determine the 
regard which the bosses hold for any man, what 
he is worth to them, by what they pay him for 
his services.

Take, for instances, the case of Alfred P. Blair. 
He is the former Brewers Union official, who, as 
Minnesota state labor conciliator, recently carried 
out the instructions of the Minnesota bosses and 
reactionary Governor Stassen and denied the M in ­
neapolis drivers the right to a democratic election 
to determine whether they wished to belong to the 
CIO or the AFL.

Blair rendered valuable service to the bosses, 
the Roosevelt administration and the Stassen 
state political machine which are seeking to smash 
the m ilitant drivers Local 544 of the CIO.

The destruction of the union which has won 
from the bosses tens of millions of dollars in in­
creased wages and inspired the growth of union­
ism throughout the entire Northwest, is worth a 
big price to the bosses.' Any man who helps them 
in this kind of d irty  work can pretty nearly name 
his own fee.

Alfred P. Blair has named his fee —  not so 
much, when you consider the service he rendered 
the bosses —  and he has been paid promptly. He 
has been given a managerial post as “ labor rela­
tions expert,” at a fat salary, for two o f the 
most notorious anti-labor corporations in the 
country.

But if  the bosses have rewards in terms of ma­
terial gains for those who aid them, they likewise 
have “ rewards”  for those who render service to 
their opponent class, the workers.

That “ reward”  is paid in terms of persecution, 
physical violence, economic deprivation, slander. 
Measure the extent of this type of "reward”  which 
the bosses give a union man, and one can fa irly  
accurately determine his worth to labor.

This, for instance, is the “ reward”  which the 
boss class is now paying the leaders of Local 544- 
CIO, unpurchasable men of principle who are de­
voted entirely to the cause of the emancipation of 
the working class.

The viciousness of the boss persecution and ter­
rorism, the foul depths of the slander being direct­
ed at these union leaders is a measure in the scale 
of workers values, of the priceless services of these 
labor leaders to the working class.

To the betrayers of labor, the bosses give money, 
soft jobs, easy advancement, prestige. The loyal 
fighters for labor they “ reward”  with frameup 
prosecutions, intim idation, and all the iniquitous 
practices which the ruling class so fu lly  commands. 
In this fashion, the bosses themselves enable the 
workers to learn who in labor’s ranks are loyal 
to the interests of labor and who are traitors.

Industrial vs. Craft Unionism

British Stalinists Beg 
For A Western Front
Have Already Abandoned the Class Struggle in Hope of A Mere 
Promise That Britain May Be Induced to Open A Western Front

By L Y D IA  B E ID E L
According lo a London dispatch of October 19, 1500 dele­

gates to a convention of the Engineering and Allied Trades 
Shop Stewards have issued a memorandum to Prime Minister 
Churchill demanding the immediate opening of a "western front” 
and a reorganization of British industry in order to facilitate 
aid to t lie  Soviet Union. T h is  or-
ganization c la im s a fo llow ing  of 
500,000 workers in  shipyards, 
steel plants and tank, truck , a ir ­
c ra ft, gun and am m un ition  fac­
tories but i t  is no t a ffilia ted  to 
the Trades Union Congress. The 
te x t o f the m emorandum c lea rly  
indicates th a t th is  body is S ta l­
in is t  insp ired.

The Memorandum is a shock 
to anyone interested in  the gen­
uine defense of ttye Soviet Union, 
and the welfare of the B r it is h  
w o rk ing  class.

Four m onths a fte r the invasion 
of the Soviet Union by Nazi forces 
— a t a tim e when H it le r  pounds 
a t the gates of' Moscow —  at a 
tim e when one would feel there 
m ust he an end to begging and 
c raw lin g  a t the feet o f the B r it ­
ish ru lin g  class, the B r it is h  S tal­
in is ts  speak up. And w hat do 
they say?

The memorandum deplores the 
fa ilu re  of the B r it is h  a rm y to 
launch an offensive a t H itle r 's  
rear. One could expect tha t four 
months would be enough to con­
vince even the blindest of S ta lin 's  
fo llowers that the B r it is h  ru lin g  
class has no stake in  the v ic to ry  
o f the Red A rm y  over H it le r ’s 
troops. C hurch ill and Co. w ant 
no th ing beyond the weakening 
and destruction of both H it le r  and 
the Soviet Union.

Yet th is  S ta lin is t-insp ired docu­
ment strives to p in  blame upon 
a section of the im p e ria lis t ru lin g  
caste of Great B r ita in  w h ile  in  
effect exonerating the rest. I t  d is­
covers th a t the "presence of the 
Halifaxes, Moore-Brabazons and 
Margessons is the reason why 
there is no second fro n t.”

When w il l  the S ta lin is t rank 
and file  rea lize th a t the voice of 
reaction is the genuine voice of 
the ru lers o f the B r it is h  Em pire? 
A fte r i t  is too la te to save the 
Soviet Union? The H alifaxes and 
Moore-Brabazons w i l l  always be 
welcome guests at the state func­
tions o f im p e ria lis t B r ita in ; the 
p ro le ta ria t w i l l  never be inv ited .

W IN N IN G  W O R K E R S ’ 
C O N F ID E N C E  —
FOR T H E  W A R

"Once the p o lit ic a l confidence 
o f the B r it is h  workm en has been 
won,”  continues the memorandum, 
"they  would d isp lay an in it ia tiv e , 
d rive  and energy th a t 'w o u ld  in ­
crease the production of th is  
country to an unparalle led ex­
ten t.”  One can ha rd ly  believe 
one’s eyes in  reading these mon­
strous words. I f  they have any 
m eaning a t a ll, they mean that 
the S ta lin is ts  are ready to pay 
any  price in  re tu rn  fo r  so much 
?,s a prom ise  to open up a "w est­

ern fro n t.”  They pledge themsel­
ves not on ly  to suspend the class 
strugg le fo r  the du ra tion  of war. 
not on ly  to re ject and oppose a ll 
strugg le fo r the p o litica l inde­
pendence of the B r it is h  w o rk ing  
class, but to ra l ly  to the side of 
the B r it is h  im peria lis ts  and help 
them, conquer “ the p o lit ic a l con­
fidence of B r it is h  workm en.”

N or is tha t a ll. They promise 
C h u rch ill such a conquest of "p o l­
it ic a l confidence’’ as would un ­
leash —  fo r the im p e ria lis t 
s laughter! — " in it ia t iv e , d rive  
and energy th a t would increase 
the production, . . to  an unpara l- 
led extent.”
S E T T IN G  A
‘P E R S O N A L E X A M P L E ”

S t il l more, the B r it is h  govern­
ment, as is well known, has yet 
to prove itse lf w o rth y  of any con­
fidence on the pa rt o f the massed 
o f England. The S ta lin is ts  know 
th is, they even com plain about 
i t  not on ly in  England bu t in  the 
United States. Nowhere do they 
so much as im p ly  th a t they in ­
tend to use e\en the th rea t of 
organized pro test, o f s trikes, o f 
any show o f po litica l aud eco­
nom ic pressure upon the im p e ria l­
ists. No, they pledge in  advance 
to curb the B r it is h  w o rk in g  class. 
They are ready to leave the deci­
sion solely to the "good w i l l ”  of 
C h u rch ill and Co. Here is th e ir  
pledge:

“ Council members were told to 
do eve ry th ing in  th e ir  power by 
personal example to a tta in  a three­
fold ob jective: namely, to assure 
fo r  B r ita in  a s ingle p lan fo r  w a r 
production, the opening o f a sec­
ond fro n t and the strengthening  
o f the governm ent so as to remove 
a ll ex is ting  doubts." (O ur emph­
asis).

And. as i f  th is  pledge were not 
suffic ient, they guarantee to help 
the B r it is h  im peria lis ts  bind the 
workers hand and foot, in  advance 
o f any prom ise by C hurch ill to 
open a “ western fro n t.”

I t  is  "no longer enough to dis­
cuss the waste, mismanagement 
and m istakes ct' the present m eth­
ods of contro l and d irec tion  of 
production, but ra the r th a t meii 
should apply themselves to the 
task of doing a be lte r job.”

T h is  c ry  fo r ^a “ western fro n t,"  
fo r which the S ta lin is ts  are ready 
to pay such a price, —  not on ly 
in England, hu t in  A m erica  and 
elsewhere — is on ly  the la test of 
a series of panaceas w h ich  the 
K rem lin  in  its  panic has been c ir ­
culating.

S ta lin  began by p rom is ing tha t 
H it le r  would su ffe r the fate of 
Napoleon. Then, i t  was the Soviet 
gu e rrilla s  th a t would h a lt the Ger­

man advance. N ext the idea was 
circu la ted th a t the advances ot 
H it le r ’s a rm y were re a lly  a d e v il­
ish ly  clever trap  set up by K rem ­
lin . S ta lin ’s “ b a it”  fo r  th is  tra p  
was —  the vast areas of Soviet 
te rr ito ry . H it le r , you see, would 
bleed to death by penetra ting 
deeper and deeper in to  the heart 
of the USSR. Now th a t H it le r ’s 
arm ies are ba tte ring  a t the very 
gates of the K re m lin  itse lf, S ta lin  
has discovered a new panacea — 
a “ western fro n t.”

The trag ic  th in g  is th a t under 
the spell of the old hypnosis — 
th a t is to  say, th e ir  fa ilu re  to 
d is tingu ish  between the Soviet 
Union and S ta lin ism  —  many 
workers s t i l l  drag helplessly at 
S ta lin ’s heels hoping against hope 
fo r m iracles.

S ta lin , the organizer o f one de­
feat. a fte r another —  fo r the 
USSR and fo r  the w orld  w o rk ing  
class —  is now' te llin g  his last 
lies, among them the lie  th a t a 
“ western fro n t”  w i l l  save the So­
v ie t Union.

No bourgeois governm ent w ill 
ever open a “ western f ro n t”  
against H it le r  fo r  the purpose of 
saving the f irs t workers state. 
Such a  fro n t,  i f  and when opened 
by the "dem ocra tic”  im peria lis ts , 
would be designed to servo th e ir  
in terests and not to rescue the 
beleaguered Red A rm y. Only the 
in te rna tiona l w o rk ing  class, act­
ing independently o f a ll cap ita l­
is t po litica l parties and conduct­
in g  a s trugg le  aga inst the im ­
perialist. war. can or w i l l  open a 
fro n t in the west —  a class fron t 
— against im p e ria lis t reaction. 
That is the on ly  real defense of 
the Soviet Union. The real "w est­
ern fro n t”  is  th is  class fron t. 
Open up th is  fron t, open up the 
figh t fo r  the Socia list United 
States of Europe, of the Americas, 
of the w orld  —  and the Soviet 
Union is saved!

New CRDC Pamphlet 
Proves A nti-W ar Basis 
O f Minnesota Trial

B y E D IT H  K A N E

W IT C H  H U N T  IN  M IN N E S O T A . The Federal 
Prosecution o f the S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  and Local 
544-CIO, by George E. Novack. Forew ord by James 
T . F a rre ll. Published by The C iv il R igh ts  Defense 
Com m ittee. 23 pages. P rice 5 cents.

On October 27 in the Federal C ourt a t M inneapolis, 
M innesota, Roosevelt, B iddle and Co’, w i l l  place on 
t r ia l 28 members o f the Socia list W orkers  P a rty  and 
m ilita n t trade un ion ists o f Local 544-CIO who repre­
sent a set o f ideas, a mode o f li fe  h a te fu l and danger­
ous to the A m erican ru lin g  class. These men and w o­
men are be ing prosecuted today because th e ir  
thoughts, words and actions are d irected tow a rd  f u r ­
th e rin g  the in te rests o f the w o rk in g  class.

W ho are these men and women, w h a t have they  
done and w ha t do they stand fo r  th a t the f u l l  force 
o f the governm ent is now directed aga ins t them ? 
W hat is the tru e  s to ry  behind th is  unprecedented 
Federal prosecution ? W hy were the o ffice rs and mem­
bers o f Local 544-CIO ind ic ted a t th is  p a rtic u la r 
tim e? W ho prom pted the prosecution? W h a t are 
the rea l v iews and a c tiv itie s  o f the S oc ia lis t W o rk ­
ers P a rty ?  Is  there  any basis to  the charge th a t 
the defendants were “ consp iring ”  to ove rth row  the 
U n ited  States Governm ent by force and violence? 
W ha t is the significance o f th is  case fo r  c iv i l libe rties  
and la bo r’s rights '?

In  hjs pam ph le t, “ W itch  H u n t in  M innesota” , 
George Novack, secre tary o f the C iv il R igh ts  Defense 
Committee, answers these questions.

He te lls  in  some de ta il the g lo rious h is to ry  o f 
Local 544-CIO o f the Team sters U nion. The unsw erv­
ing, progressive, f ig h t in g  line  o f the leadership o f 
th a t union in  M inneapo lis, th irtee n  o f whom  are now 
am ong the defendants, is a g u id ing  beacon to a ll m il i­
ta n t w orkers. The record o f s tr ik e  v ic tories, o f pa in­
s tak in g  groundw ork, o f s o lid a rity  and assistance to  
o ther unions, the f ig h ts  aga inst the bosses on the  one 
hand, and reactionary  leaders like  Tobin on the o ther 
—  here is a p ic tu re  o f men and women tra n s la tin g  
ideas they believe in  in to  p ra c tica l action.

In  peace-time, m ilita n t, c lass-strugg le  polic ies in  
un ions are anathem a to  the boss class and its  gov­
ernm ent. To wage w a r, Roosevelt m ust crush th is . 
W hen the leadership o f Local 544 refused to  accede 
to T ob in ’s demand fo r  unequivocal support o f Roose­
v e lt ’s w a r po licy, the F B I was ins tructed  to  move 
aga inst them.

W hy the SW P Is Prosecuted
As stated in  the pam phlet, “ T h is  case is by no 

means a sim ple trade  union a f fa ir .  I t  is essentia lly  
a p o lit ic a l prosecution.”  The A m erican C iv il L ib e r­
ties U n ion  co rrec tly  says in  its  le tte r  o f p ro te s t to 
A tto rn e y  General B idd le : “ I t  seems more reasonable 
to  conclude th a t the governm ent in jected its e lf  in to  
an in te r-un ion  con troversy in  o rder to  prom ote the 
in te rests o f the one side w h ich  supported the adm in­
is tra t io n ’s fo re ig n  and domestic po lic ies.”  There can 
be no question about it .  The leaders o f the S ocia lis t 
W orkers  P a r ty  and the leaders o f Local 544-CIO are 
be ing prosecuted fo r  th e ir  uncoinprd ln is ing , consist­
ent opposition to  Roosevelt’s im p e r ia lis t w a r policies.

T h a t the B i l l  o f R igh ts  is v io la ted by the adm in is­
tra t io n  is proved conclusively in  “ W itch  H u n t in  
M innesota” . The im p e ria lis t bourgeoisie never hes it­
ates to  v io la te  its  laws when its  in te rests  are in ­
volved. T h is  v io la tio n  o f e lem entary r ig h ts  and free ­
doms is cloaked by a fra u d u le n t charge o f “ seditious 
conspiracy.”

George Novack says: “ The S ocia lis t W orkers  P a r­
ty  does n o t deny its  re vo lu tio n a ry  views no r its  un­
com prom ising opposition to  w a r. I t  does deny, how­
ever, th a t the G overnm ent has any r ig h t  to  prosecute 
on th a t account. The S.W.P. has the same lega l and 
con s titu tion a l r ig h ts  as any o ther p o lit ic a l p a r ty  to  
advocate its  ideas and propagate them . T h is  posi­
tio n  fu l ly  accords w ith  our best dem ocratic tra d itio n s  
and w ith  the B il l  o f R ights . The r ig h t  to  express 
one’s ideas by speech o r in  w r i t in g  o r th ro u g h  as­
sem bly is an e lem entary dem ocratic r ig h t .  R igh ts  o f 
op in ion are specifica lly  protected aga ins t F edera l v io ­
la tio n  by the F ir s t  Am endm ent to the C o ns titu tio n .”

In  the  fo rew ord , James F a rre ll, noted au tho r and 
cha irm an o f the C iv il R igh ts  Defense Com m ittee em­
phasizes the fa c t th a t c iv il libe rtie s , and the r ig h ts  
o f labo r m ust be v ig ila n t ly  protected fro m  the  on­
s laugh t o f reac tiona ry  forces. He says: “ Freedom  o f 
speech is meaningless i f  i t  is  freedom  to  agree w ith  
those in  power. No rea l social advance is ever a tta ined  
in  th a t m anner. Unless th is  a tta ck  on ou r basic 
r ig h ts  is checked, i t  w i l l  establish a precedent fo r  
subsequent ones. T h is  is precise ly the m anner in  
w h ich  lib e r ty  dies. Inch by inch i t  is eaten away. 
One precedent a fte r  another is established. Repres­
sive and reactionary  tendencies are b u ilt  up u n t il they 
can, in  tim e, resemble a tid a l wave.”

D u rin g  the la s t w a r the re  were the mass t r ia l  o f 
the I.W .W ., the case o f Eugene V. Debs, the fra m e - 
ups o f Mooney and B illin g s . There is one lesson to  
be learned fro m  a ll these cases. W h a t the boss prose­
cution  dreads m ost is aroused mass suppo rt fo r  its  
intended v ic tim s. To w in  th a t support, i t  is  necessary 
to  g ive the  w idest c ircu la tio n  to  the fac ts  in  the  case. 
The bourgeois press w i l l  t r y  to  iso la te  the  defend­
ants fro m  the g re a t mass o f popu la r support by  erect­
in g  a w a ll o f evasions, d is to rtions , red b a it in g  and 
jin g o is tic  ba llyhoo. A  mass d is tr ib u tio n  o f the pam ph­
le t “ W itch  H u n t in  M innesota”  is an im m edia te an­
swer to  the boss propaganda aga inst the defendants.

Invo lved in th is  t r ia l  are issues w h ich  are o f in ­
te res t and concern to broad and diverse s tra ta  o f the 
popu lation. Here is a pam ph le t th a t te lls  the  s to ry  
o f people who are today on t r ia l  fo r  c a rry in g  on the 
s trugg le  fo r  la bo r’s r ig h ts , fo r  freedom  o f op in ion 
and speech. Th is pam ph le t can wake up thousands 
o f people who arc  being lu lle d  by the lies o f Roose­
v e lt ’s reg im e which is d ra g g in g  th is  cou n try  in to  the 
w a r, and w h ich  is bent on crush ing, a t a ll costs, every 
sign o f opposition.

O ur comrades in  the Federal cou rt w i l l  expose the 
c rim ina ls  who seek to silence them . We, whose cause 
the y  so v a lia n tly  represent, have the task  o f  g a in ­
in g  fo r  them  the mass suppo rt they need and deserve.

No be tte r s ing le  weapon fo r  securing such support 
now exists than  th is  pam ph le t w h ich  b r ie f ly  and 
c le a rly  te lls  the t ru th  about the M inneapo lis case. 
I t  is now the job  o f every advanced w o rk e r and de­
fender o f c iv il libe rtie s  to  assist in  its  d is tr ibu tion .
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