Biddle’s New Pretext

For Prosecuting Us
By FELIX MORROW

— SEE PAGE 3 —
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TRIAL OF 29 SET FOR OCTOBER 20

The Government

Is Railroading
The 29 To Jail

Let There Be No lllusions About This Case;
Biddle And Roosevelt Are Going Through

With Their Vile Frameup Against SWP
An Editorial

On October 20, just one month from today,
the 29 defendants in the government’s “seditious
conspiracy’ prosecution of the Socialist Workers
Party and Local 544-CIO go on trial in the federal
courtroom in Minneapolis.

This date was set by FFederal Judge Matthew M. Joyce last
Thursday, after he had upheld the indictment drawn up by
the Department ol Justice against the defendants. After hear-
ing a day and a half of argument on the indictment, Judge
Joyce took ten minutes to decide to uphold it. He gave hittle
moré¢ consideration to the defense plea for three months to
prepare the case. )

The government is determined to rush this
case to trial and is having its way. The government
is determined to go through with this frameup and
railroad the defendants to jail.
illusions on this question, they are ended by Attor-
ney-General Biddle’s letter to the ACLU (See page 3).

When the Department of Justice drew up the indictment
and had it approved by a federal grand jury on July 15, its
immediate purpose was to come to the aid of Al Teamsters
Chief Daniel J. Tobin. On June 13 Tobin had appealed di-
rectly to Roosevelt for aid against the Minneapolis motor Lrans-
port workers, Local 544, which on June 9 had disaffiliated from
the AFL and joined the CIO.

The ‘radical Trotsky’ organization ‘must be in
some way prevented from pursuing this dangerous
course,” appealed Tobin to Roosevelt. Roosevelt re-
sponded to this appeal, the same day, with a state-
ment denouncing the CIO and Loecal 544, and the
President’s Secretary, Stephen Early announced that
Roosevelt “asked me to immediately have the gov-
ernment departments and agencies interested in this
matter notified.”” (New York Times, June 14).
They were notified — and the indictment followed.

If Biddle and Tobin thought that the indictment would
demoralize Local 544-CIO, they have been proved wrong. In
spite of the federal prosecution, in spite of Tobin’s thugs, in
spite of the open aid to Tobin by the state administration of
Republican Governor Stassen, the membership of Local 544-
CIO has remained firm in its solidarity with the indicted lead-
ers. And the success of Local 544-ClO in leaving Tobin's set-
up has inspired a wave of teamsters' union revolts against Tobin.

All the more necessary, therefore, is it for Biddle and Tobin
to rush the trials and railroad the union leaders to jail. Only
by beheading the union can they hope to force the motor trans-
port workers of Minneapolis into Tobin’s “union.”

After a careful investigation, the American Civ-
il Liberties Union has come to the conclusion that
in this case “the government injected itself into an
inter-union controversy in order to promote the in-
terests of the one side (Tobin) which supported the
administration’s foreign and domestic policies.”
Roosevelt is today more than ever in need of the
support of the Tobins and 'of erushing the militant
anti-war sentiment represented by the Socialist Work-
ers Party and Loeal 544-CIO.

The difficulties that Roosevelt is having in putting over
his war program are indicated by the fact that he did not dare
seek Congressional endorsement for the “shooting war” which
he has decreed in the Atlantic. In March, 1917, for a much
less decisive step — arming of merchantmen to repel submarine
attacks — Wilson secured Congressional endorsement. Today
Roosevelt cannot even approximate the “democracy” of Wil-
son! And if he does not have a majority in Congress for war,
Roosevelt has far less backing for war in the American people.

All the more necessary to the administration,
therefore, is a speedy conviction of the 29 defend-
ants. It would be a serious blow against the most
militant and anti-war section of the CIO. And the
conviction of the Socialist Workers Party leaders
would constitute a precedent, both legal and politi-
cal, for further prosecutions against all anti-war

If there were any

groups and militant unionists,

The government is going through with this
frameup. Only the widest possible support of the
defendants by the labor movement, only the broad-
est protests against the prosecution, can save the de-
fendants from conviction and long prison terms.

Grain For The Soviet Front

Soviet collective farmers do their bit in defense of the' Spviet'Ul@i‘on by bringing in their har-
vests to a grain center as a contribution to'the fight against. the NaZi imperialists. Their banner
reads: “All the harvest for the front.”

106, the Daily Worker says.

labor to fight on other issues.
Those who may doubt this, are
due for a rude awakening.”

The occasion for this statement
of policy on Lewis by the Daily
Worker was the issuance on Sept.
14 by General Robert E. Wood,
national chairman of the Amer-
ica First Committee, of a state-
ment signed by an “independent
group” of 58 people. These 58
included Lewis’ daughter, Kath-
ryn, and the statement is there-
fore regarded as an expression
of his views as well.

Like most of Lewis’ other state-
ments on the war, it is a typi-
cal isolationist document. It eri-
ticizes Roosevelt’s September 11
“shoot on sight” speech — not
because it is a step in the gov-
ernment’s imperialist war plans,
but because Roosevelt took this
step without first consulting Con-
gress. It does not oppose impe-
rialist war as such, but merely
some of Roosevelt’s methods in
leading the country into the war.
As such, it in no way serves the
interests of the struggle against
war and is no more acceptable
to the genuine anti-war forces
than it is to the warmongers.

But the important thing about

In an editorial on September

“The unity of lubor against Hitler would also be hindered
by any illusions that in spite of Mr. Lewis’ opposition to the
foreign policies of the administration, he could continue to have
a progressive policy on other questions. But the person whose

policies help Hitler, cannot help®

the Sept. 16 Daily Worker edi-
torial is not merely that it at-
tacks Lewis’ position on the war.
For the first time the Stalinists
state that not only will they fight
against his position on the war,
but they will fight him on all
questions.

When this is added to the fact
that the editorial has no word of
criticism of Hillman, Knudsen’s
office boy. the future direction of
the Stalinists is plainly indica-
ted.

At the same time there has
been evidence that the Hillman-
ites are not averse to accepting
the aid of the Stalinists in the
fight to seize control of the CIO
and subordinate it to the adminis-
tration.

In a long editorial bemoaning
the defeat of James B. Carey at
the recent UE convention, made
possible only because a large
number of Hillmanites at the con-
vention were willing to unite
forces with the Stalinists, the
Sept. 13 New Leader, organ of
the Social Democrats, warns that
the Hillmanites are considering
making an alliance with the Sta-
linists. The New lLeader says:
“We speak frankly because we

Stalinists Declare War
Against John L. Lewis

The Stalinists have declared open war against John L. Lewis %
in the union movement because he will not declare his support
of the Roosevelt war program.

L

know that new alliances with the
Communists are in the making,
Jfivolving men prominent in the
labor movement and close to the
administration.”

Thus the scene is being laid for
a Stalinist-Hillmanite united
front at the coming national CIO
convention not only against
Lewis’ position on the war, but
also against those progressive
union policies with which his
group has been associated up to
now.

Class conscious workers will
find nothing to choose between
the Lewis position and the Hill-
manite-Stalinist position on the
wayr. But they will find disputed
between these groups other im-
portant questions that will de-
termine the future of the CIO as
the progressive industrial union
movement in this country.

The Hillmanites - Stalinists
stand for support of and collab-
oration with the government in
its efforts to hogtie the unioms
while the Lewis forces seek the
independence of the CIO. The
Hillmanites-Stalinists cover up
and glorify the National Defense
Mediation Board and Roosevelt’s
strike breaking, while the Lewis
forces attack and condemn them.
The Hillmanites-Stalinists are
headed in the direction of unity
with the AFL at the expense of
the gains of industrial unionism,
while the Lewis forces insist on
extending and building the CIO
so that industrial unionism will

SIU Strikes
East Coast
For WarBonus

BULLETIN
NEW YORK, Sept. 17.—Tele-
gram SIU strike
headquarters: “Members of SUP

received at

in meetings on a coast-wise scale,
went on record to back you up
100% in your just action for high-
bonuses.” (Signed) Harry Lun-

deberg, Secretary-Treasurec,

Sailors Union of the Pacific.,

NEW YORK, Sept. 16. — In-
dications that the Seafarers In-
ternational Union (AFL) East
Coast strike for higher war bo-
nus - and insurance payments,
would be extended to the West
Coast, were seen today when the
Strike Committee sent telegrams
Lo the Sailors Union of the Paci-
fic, West Coast affiliate, to take
action in support of the strike.

The striking seamen are de-
manding from the shipowners an
increase in the present war bo-
nus of $60 per month above the
basic pay, an increase in the
$5,000 war risk insurance, and
the extension of the bonus and
insurance payments to West In-
dies and South American runs.
At present South American runs
pay no bonus or insurance bene-
fits. The prospect of unrestrict-
ed sea warfare in all parts of the
Atlantic prompted the scamen to
make these demands.

The East Coast strike has al-
ready tied up seven ships of the
Alcoa line as well as ships be-
longing to the Calmar Steam-
ship Company and the Waterman
line. Picket lines have been
thrown around the ships in New
York, Mobile, New Orleans and
Boston. The strike will affect
scores of other ships as they
reach Atlantic and Gulf ports.

The militant strikers are car-
rying placards which read:
“American ships sunk by Nazis:
S.S. City of Rayville, S.S. Charles
Pratt, S.S. Robin Moore, S.S.
Steel Seafarer, S.S. Sessa, How
many more lives before the ship-
owners grant adequate war risk
insurance and bonus?”

not be endangered when the labor
movement is reunited.

" These are life-and-death ques-
tions for the CIO. Militant work-
ers, withou‘ conceding a single
one of Lewis' false ideas on the
war, will have no choice in the
struggle over these questions but
to side with the Lewis forces
against the Hillmanite-Stalinist
united front which not only wants
to drag the workers into the
war, but is willing to weaken
and wipe out the gains of the
CIO for the last 6 years to do it.

UAW Adopts P

FLINT, Mich., Sept. 15, 1941 — The Chevrolet,
Buick and Fisher Body lbeals in this center of the
UAW, have launched a militant and vigorous cam-
paign against the threat of priorities unemployment,
and this week laid the groundwork for the mobiliza-
tion of the auto workers around a fighting program
which will give the lead to all workers.in the auto-
motive industry, and provide a solution for all CIO
workers who are faced with similar problems.

Taking the program of the International Executive Board
of the UAW as a starting point, the Flint locals have proposed
to enlarge and expand that program towards a real solution.
The UAW top committee in charge of the unemployment prob-
lem brought about by defense priorities has already -reached
an agreement with the Automobile Manufacturers Association
to transfer UAW men on a preferred basis to defense plants on
a seniority basis.

The Flint plan, as initiated in
the Chevrolet local, and now fully

committees representative of the
various departments in each

an To Save Jobs

following:

1. All workers covered by U-
AW agreements shall be trans-
ferred to and have preference
in defense industry on a senior-
ity basis (already agreed to).

2. All UAW workers shall
receive the same rate of pay
on defense jobs to which they
are transferred as they now
receive in the auto plants,

3. In order to effect this pro-
gram and avoid unemployment,
and to AVOID THE NECES-
SITY OF GROUPS OF WORK-
ERS LEAVING THEIR RE-
SPECTIVE TOWNS to distant
localities, the following supple-
mentary points shall be in-
stituted.

a. All production schedules
in auto shall be compressed to

endorsed by the Buick and Fish-
er Body locals, proposes first of

all the setting up of rank and file

plant to mobilize the rank and
file and lead the fight. In addi-
tion the Flint plan demands the

be carried out in the first
months of the year to the end
that no mass-layoffs shall be

necessary in the coming three
to four months.

b. The question of the dis-
tribution of defense orders,
their geographical location,
their plant allocation, as well
as the question of the geo-
graphical location of new de-
fense plants shall NO LONG-
ER BE DECIDED BY INDUS-
TRIAL MANAGEMENT
ALONE, but shall be decided
by joint committees of the U-
AW and the auto manufactur-
ers with the purpose that men
shall not be forced to hunt jobs
in various cities, but that jobs
be brought to cities which the
demands of labor indicate.

c. Specifically for Flint, the
union shall demand that the
Buick plant being built in Chi-
cago be used for some other
purpose, and the assembly of

(Continued on page 2)

Demurrers Not

Granted SWP,
544-CIlO Leaders

Judge Overrules Charge of Defendants
That Basis for Indictments Is False

MINNEAPOLIS, Sept. 12. — Overruling de-
murrers to an indictment charging 29 men and wo-
men, including leaders of the Socialist Workers Par-
ty and of Motor Transport and Allied Workers In-
dustrial Union Local 544-CIO with “seditious con-

spiracy”, Federal Judge Matthew M. Joyce today set
the trial of the 29 for October 20th.

His action was taken immediately after a day
and a half of argument by defense attorneys that the
indictments were faulty because they failed to give
sufficient detail about the alleged “conspiracy”. The
constitutionality of the Smith Aect, passed in June,
1940, which constitutes the basis for one of the
counts against the defendants, was also attacked.

Opening the argument for the defendants, former Judge
Arthur LeSueur charged that the indictment contained nothing
but the “conclusions of the prosecutor” that the defendants were
planning “to bring about the overthrow by force of the govern-
ment of the United States”. No detail about the steps by which
this alleged overthrow of the government was to be brought
about were included in the indietment and therefore “it is im-
proper and unlawful to send defendants to trial under such an
indictment,” LeSueur insisted.

Opinions of liberal jurists were cited to prove that indict-
ments which contained only general and undefined charges of
crimes-are faulty, and- that eriminal charges against defendants
must be made dirvectly in the in-&

dictment and not inferentially.
Referring to the indictment
drawn up by the Department of
Justice and voted July 15 by a
Federal Grand Jury in St. Paul
against the 29 defendants, Le-

“in words only, and were not

backed up by one single allega-
tion nf a criminal act.,”
Morecover, he pointed out, there
was no record in the indictment
of the role of individual defend-

Sueur said that its charges were (Continued on page 2)

NOTED FIGURES SIGN
FUND APPEAL FOR 29

NEW YORK, Sept. 13. — The Civil Rights Defense Com-
mittee, an organization rallying support to the 29 defendants
who will go on trial in St. Paul on October 20 to face charges
of “seditious conspiracy” to overthrow the government, today
released an “Emergency Appeal” signed by James T. Farrell,
Carlo Tresca, John Dos Passos, Margaret De Silver and Charles
Rumford Walker. The appeal has also been endorsed by the
American Civil Liberties Union.

The signers of the Appeal®

characterize the indictment of
the 29 members of the Socialist
Workers Party and of Motor
Transport and Allied Workers In-
dustrial Union, 544-CIO as “the
most sweeping attack upon civil
liberties and labor’s rights in
many years,” cite the need for
funds to pay for bail, legal ex-
pense and publicity, and urge
prompt and generous contribu-
tions to the Civil Rights Defense
Committee, 160 Fifth Ave., New
York City.

The full text of the ,Appeal
follows:

Emergency Appeal!

“The most sweeping attack
upon civil liberties and labor's
rights in many years is the Fed-
eral indictment in Minnesota of
29 people — members of the So-
cialist Workers Party and the
leaders of Motor Transport and
Allied Workers Industrial Union,
Local 544-CIO.

“This prosecution is doubly un-
precedented. Never before in
peace-time has the Government
invoked statutes punishing the
mere expression of opinion as it
is doing with the Socialist Work-
ers Party. Nor have the Feder-
al authorities ever so flagrantly
intervened in a trade union dis-
pute by instituting criminal pro-
ceedings against the members of
one labor organization, the CIQO,
on behalf of another, the AFL.

“The indietment mentions no
overt act to substanttate its
charge of ‘seditious conspiracy’
except the ridiculous assertion

that a Union Defense Guard, or-

ganized three years ago to pro-
tect Local .544 against Silver
Shirt gangs, was designed to
overthrow the Government.” The
enclosed editorials show how base-
less this ‘seditious conspiracy’
charge is.

“The prosecution has been vig-
orously condemned by the CIO,
Labor’s Non-Partisan League, the
United Auto Workers, the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union, the
Nation, the New Republic and
other leading labor and liberal
spokesmen.

“The Civil Rights Defense
Committee, which is directing the
general defense in this case, has
already, together with the Na-
tional CIO, provided bail and
counsel for the defendants. It
requires $7,500 to pay for bail
premiums, legal expenses and
publicity. It must provide for
29 defendants during a trial of
several months.

“The Federal prosecutors, anxi-
ous to obtain speedy convictions,
have demanded trial early in Oc-
tober. The defendants have only
a few weeks to prepare theiy case
and rally public support. They
need help — and need it quick-
1y.

“We urge you to aid the de-
fendants by contributing —
promptly and generously — to
their defense fund. Make all
checks payable to the Civil
Rights Defense Committee.

(Signed) James T. Farrell
Carlo Tresca
John Dos Passos
Margaret De Silver
Charles R. Walker,”
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Trial Qfo 29 Defendents Set For October 20th

Demurrers Not
Granted of SWP,
544-CIO Leaders

(Continued from page 1)
ants. The charges in the indict-
ment are made as a blanket in-
dictment of all 29 defendants.
This was done despite the accept-
ed legal rule that persons must
be apprised individually of the
crimes with which they are charg-
ed, he continued,

“The vague and indefinite na-
fure of the charges of the indict-
ment against these defendants,
the complete lack of any factual
evidencé as to the nature of the
“conspirdey” and the means by
which it was to be carried out
makes one question whether these
defendants are being prosecuted
for a ecriminal offense or perse-
cuted for their opinion,” Mr. Le
Sueur said.

NO OVERT ACTS CITED

Albert Goldman, another attor-
ney for the defense and himself
ome of the 29 indieted, continued
the attack on the indictment.
Taking up the paragraphs of the
indictment one by one, he showed
that the prosecutor had failed to
include any overt acts by the de-
fendants against the government
nor even any allegation of fact as
to the means by which the “con-
spiracy” to overthrow the gov-
ernment was to be effected.

He showed, in fact. from the
charge in paragraph 3 of Count

“Said armed revolution would
be brought about and joined
in by the workers and labor-
ers and farmers of the United

States, or as many of them as
said defendants and their co-
conspirators could procure and
induce to engage therein”

that here no crime was charged
against the deféndants but rather
“apainst the workers and labor-
ers and farmers of the United
States.”

In regard to Paragraph 10 of
Count 1, dealing with the forma-
tion of Workers Deéfense Guards
by Local 544, he pointed out that
it was entirely proper and legal
for a union to otganize defense
suards for its profeetion and that
the prosecutor had falsely drawn
the conclusion that these guards,
in the words of the indietment,
“were in trath and in facet, de-
signed and intended fo be used
ultimately to overthrow, destroy,
and put down by force the duly
constitated, constitutional Gov-
ernment of the United States.”

Reviewing the history of Sec-
tion 6, Title 18 of the United
States Code, which constitutes the
basis for Count 1 of the indict-
ment, Goldman showed that this
law, passed in 1861, was, directed
at the armed counter-revolution
of Southern slave-holders, This
law, directed against Southern
rebels who plotted directly and
immediately against the United
States Government, was never in-
tended as a weapon against those
who advecated revolutionary
ideas, he maintained.

Inasmuch as no facts were al-
lered by the prosecutor as to a
direet conspiracy to overthrow
the Government, Count 1 of the
indictment, based on an alleged
violation of Section 6, should be
stricken, Goldman argued.

Priorities As Pretext

For Attack

On Union

~ PHILADELPHIA, Sept. 12. — The latest anti-labor use
py the bosses of “priorities unemployment” was demonstrated
here this week when the E. G. Budd Manufacturing Company,
makers of auto and railway parts who have government war
orders amounting to $25,000,000, declared war on the United

Auto Workers (CI1O), by firin
text of

539 active unionists on the pre-

“shortage in non-defense materials.”

The union men discharged from®—

the Vim press and, Specialties de-
partments, were replaced
diately by new nén-union work-
‘ers and men from other depart-
-ments,

Budd’'s Detroit plant is comple-
tely organized ond won pay rais.
é8 which boosted the scale far
above that in effeet here., Budd
fs a citadel of the open shop
in town and for years has
ettempted to foster a company
union. There ave 25 charges of
unfair labor practices on file with
the NLRB.

Thé discharged workers were
all fired within 48 hours after
they Degan wearing UAW-CIO
buttons to worlk. At a mass meet-
ing called to protest the firing,
the men ignored appeals from
from OPM representatives and

imnier

demanded strike action if the
‘discharged workers werk Tof
reinstated. One union member

was c¢heered when he declared.
“Phere is a war goinZ on i Eu.
rope, bur there is a fght here
too. This one is Between us and
Budd—and it's for bread and
security,"

Following the meeting Antho-
ny Mangiapane, director of the
CIO organizing drive, led Ithe
discharged workers to the gates
of the plant to meét the outcom:
ing day shiff. As he was addres
sing the men, the police arrestea
him for “breaching the peace.”

Before the. meeting was broken
yp 1000 - additional day shift
workers signed up with the union.
The CIO claims over 4,000 mem-
bers in the Budd plant.
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Count 2 of the indictment,
based on violation of the Smith
Act of 1940, alleges advocacy of
proposals to overthrow the Gov-
ernment by force and violence.
“This Act is a clear violation of
the First Amendment to the Con-
stitution which states very defin-
itely that ‘Congress shall make
no law . abridging the freedom
of specch of of the press; or the
right of the people peaceably to
assemble, and to petition the gov-
ernment for a redress of griev-
ances,” Goldman asserted.

ACLU REPRESENTATIVE
ATTACKS SMITH ACT

Vincent Johnson, representing
the American Civil Liberties
Union, econtinned the attack on
the constitutionality of the Smith
Act. Citing the 1900 cases of
persecution for holding an un-
popular opinion which occurred
during the first World War, he
said that unless the Smith Act
were found unconstitutional there
would be “a repetition of those
tragi¢ and terrible days of 1917-
1920."

Concurring in the argunment of
the lawyers for the defense that
the indictment was poorly drawn,
vague, indefinite and lacking spe-
cific allegations -of crime, the A-
CLU attorney asked that the in-
dictment be squashed,

U. S. Dist¥iét Attorney Vietor
Anderson defended the indictment
against the charges of.the de-
fense attorneys by denying their
claim that a detailed recitation of
facts is necessary in an indict-
ment. “The Government will bring
out in the trial all the facts
which are necessary to prove
that a ‘seditious conspiracy’ ex-
isted,” he maintained.

He contended that the Smith
Act was constitutional. “Legisla-
tures have the right to protect
the public from seditius utter-
ances,” he said. “Rights of free
speech, etc., are qualified rights
and must yield in matters involv-
ing the public interest,” he went
on to say.

GOLDMAN'S REBUTTAL

In the rebuttal, Goldman charg-
ed that the lack of factual evi-
dence of crime in the indictment

was itself evidence of a lack of'

any definite proof of crime
against the defendants and dem-
onstrated that the Government
was mctivated by a desire to
serve AFL Teamsters Chief To-
bin and the AFL in its fight
against the CIQ rather than to
prosecute for seditious conspira-
¢y. This conspiracy act has been
on the books since 1861, he point-
ed out. “Why were no indict-
ments issued before the leaders
of Motor Transport and Allied
Workers Industrial Union went
over to the CIO?” he asked.

In overruling the demurrers to
the indictment by the defense at-
torneys, Judge Joyce said that the
defense could not make tov rigid
demands’ on the prosecutor in the
preparation of the indictment.
He contended that the facts can
be determined only by trial, and
that although the indictment
might have been moré detailed,
he regarded it as valid.

He upheld the ¢onstitutionality
of the Smith Act by saying that
“Government to preserve itself
must abridge the right of free
speech,”

Further niotions to be made by
the defense — for 4 bill of par-
ticulars, for a separation of the
cases, ete. — were ordered filed
by Septembey 23rd. A request
of Goldman that three months be
allowed for preparation was tarn-
ed down and the frial was set for
October 20th.

Gilbert Carlséon and D. J. Sha-
ma, attorneys for the 16 defend-
ants who are members of Motoy
Transport and Allied Workers
Industrial Union Local 544-CIO,
associated themselves with the
arguments of attérneys LeSueur,
Goldman and Meyer, the attor-
neys for the other 13 defendants.
They pointed out that the préss
of work necessary on the large
number of indictments issued
against leaders of 544:-CIO by the
state court had made it impos-
sible for them to take part in the
oral argument on the demurrers,
This same press of work also
made it desirable to have a three
or four month delay in the “se-
ditious conspiracy” trial, they ar-
gued, Their request likewise was
turnéd down by Judge Joyce, how-
ever.
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RACIAL BIAS
BARS YOUTH
IN CHICAGO

Jews, Negroes and
Italians Refused Jobs
At New Buick Plant

CHICAGO, I1I., Sept. 2.
The only thing the government
has done so far about discrim-
ination against minority groups
in industry was 10 set up a
powerless board and issue a
weak .executive order request-
ing of industry that it act in a
less obviously discriminatory
manner. But the request of the
government is not even being
followed in the new factories
being set up with government
funds to produce war equip-
ment.

A flagrant example -of this
policy of dis¢rimination against
Jews, Negroes and Italians took
place here in Chicago on August
25. The executives of the Buick
plant, now being built on the
outskirts of Chicago to make air-
plane engines, frankly told
the Negroes they were not want-
ed, and less frankly rejected 99%
of all Jewish and Italian appli-
cants without apy statement.

Ten weeks ago a group of 1,000
students weére drawn into the Il-
linois Institute of Technology
(Armour and Lewis Institutes)
division of the Engineer Defense
Training program. They were
promised that at the end of a stiff
ten weeks’ course they could all
be expected to be rewarded with
jobs at the Buick plant. During
the ten weeks they were told
again and again that there Wwas
room for everybody taking the
course, and more, in this plant
which was going to hire 10,000
workers,

PROMISES BROKEN

At the end of the course when
the students were expecting jobs
in return for the hard work they
had put in, they found that every-
body was being hired but the 3
Neégroes, 12 Italians and 150
Jews. The only Jews hired were
one friend of the school person-
nel director and three more who
registered as Unitarian, Method-
ist and Assyrian.

When the students found this
out, a storm of prétest broke out.
All those discriminated against
got together. They had the whole-
hearted sympathy of their fellow
students to disprove the Buick
argument that they were rejected
only becaunse the workers would
not co-operate with Jews and
Negroes. All the students met
in the assembly to¢ take up this
problem.

The militant and bitter speech-
es of the students demanded im-
mediate action. They sent a dele-
gation to the CIQ and to Jewish,
Negro and Italian organizations.

The CIO cooperated without

Training for Soviet Defense

i

Members of one of Moscow’s self-defense squads, worker-
detachments organized to aid in the defense of the Soviet
Union’s chief city, learn how to use gas masks in anticipation
of the use of poison gas by the Nazis. .

St. Paul Poll
Goes Anti-War

State Fair Poll of Farmer-Labor
Association Reveals Popular Opposition

ST. PAUL, Sept, 6. — The an-
ti-war sentiments of the farmers
and workers of Minnesota were
emphasized this week through an
opinion poll conducted by the
Farmer-Labor Association at the
State Fair. In reply to the ques-
tion, “Do you agree with the
Roosevelt-Willkie foreign poli-
ey ?”, 5,590 Fair visitors voted
yes, 13,873 voted no.

These opinions were collected
through ballots handed out to
visitors on the most heavily trav-
vled portion of the Fair grounds
and reached a typieal cross sec-
tion of both city and country
workers. Not only did they over-
whelmingly repudiate the Roose-
velt war program, but when ask-

anyresérvations, by giving funds, |

press releases and much needed
advice.  They protested to the
OPM Fair Employment Practices
Committee and have demanded
a local OPM investigation.

ONLY THE CYO ACTED

So far a week has elapsed and
nothing has been done by the
gavernment. The inférventionist
Jewish press has ignored the
story as it might embarrass the
warmongers. The Negro press
has so far been silent too, mak-
ing the mistake of looking upon
it as a Jewish question.

Thus far only the CIO has
come through with more than
empty words of sympathy.

The experience has shown many
voung workers that the only
force really willing to fight dis-
crimination is the union move-
ment, It has also started a lot
of them thinking about what this
so-called war for demovracy real-
ly is.

ed their choice for governor they
placed Hjalmar Petersen (Far-
mer-Labor candidate in the last
clection) ahead of Governor Stas-
sen. It was only last November
that Stassen ran 200,000 votes a-
head of Peterson in the campaign
for governor. Since then, Stas-
sen’s attacks on the labor move-
ment have lost him much sup-
port.
STALINISTS BEAT A
FORCED RETREAT

Evén the Stalinists have béen
foréed to recoghize and give
ground to the anti-war sentiments

of the workers. The State Cen- |

tral Committee of the Farmer
Labor Association is c¢ontrolled
by the Stalinists and last Janu-
ary passed an anti-war resolu-
tion. This summer, following
their néw line, the Stalinists laid
plans to call a speeial state con-
ference for the purpose of vevis-
ing this position on war.

The results of the State Fair
poll, a poll conducted by their
own organization, made the Sta-
linists pause in their drive to
place the Farmer-Labor Associa-
tion behind Roosevelt's foreign
pulicy. Tt hecame apparent also
that the overwhélming number of
Farmer-Labor c¢lubs throughout
the state were opposed to entry
into the war,

The plan for a speecial confer-
ence was suddenly dropped. At
a closed session of the State Cen-
tral Committee of the Farmer-
Labor Association held this week,
it was decided that the anti-war
stand of last January still indi-
cated the general sentiment of
the rank and file members of the
Association and therefore must
still remain the official position
of the Association.

UAW Locals Ad

(Continued from page 1)
Pratt and Whitney engines be
brought to Flint where there
is ample space and ample la-
bor to do the job.

d. A public works program
shall be instituted for the pur-
pose of training men in defense
industry jobs in line with the
previous agreement of the Buf-
falo plan. This program will
take care of those men who are
forced to wait for jobs and face
unemployment prior to transfer
to defense jobs. Thésé men
shall. be paid a minimam of
$25 a week and shall at the
same fime not be déprived of
state ofremployment henefits.

e. The UAW shall use all its
economice and lepislative
strength to see that this pre-
gram is put into effect.

The abbve program has swept
like a prairie fire through the
plants in Flint. Tt has aronised en-
thusinsm, .and given hope to the
20,000 meW who face priovities
onemplovment here. The rank
and file committees elected to
work with the Regiomal corimit-
tees of the UAW, are alréady in
the process of formation. and are
working out concrete stéps to be
taken to carry out the program.
A press releasé was issued on
thé prégram, printed prowinently
in thé local papéys. The Gener-
&1 Motors Corporation is holding

an exhibit of its military work,
and C. E. Wilson, GM President
is in Flint.

Upon seeing the union pro-
gram, and feeling the pressure
of the aroused workers who
face unemployment because
of the failure of 'the ¢orporation
to plan a program of production
to take care of the workers and
because of GM’s plan to take its
defense work to Chicago. where
cheap labor is available, Wilson
made a press statement that 50%
of the Pratt and Whitney work

would be brought to Flint.

The fact that Wilson made
this statement means little as far
as practical questions are con-
cerned. He didn't say when. But
it veveals that he and the GM
corporation are already begin-
ning to bend under the pressure
of the Flint workers.

The leading militants in Flint
who proposed the union program,
have préposed that a huge pub-
licify eampaign be carried out
on thé priorities unemployment
question with public heavings to
be arranged in cooperation with
the city administration, who are
very concerned that Flint may
become a ghost town as a result
of the unemployment crisis.
Union officials estimate that in
the rext thrée to four wonths

.250,000 auto workers will be

opt Plan

thrown out of jobs as a result
of priorities choking off steel
and aluminum supplies fo civi-
lian production, In Flint 20,000
workers at least face a winter
of unemployment, relief, hung-
er. This problem was known to
be threatening for some months,
The union leadership hoped that
some miracle would intervene to
prevent the erigis, and now that
the problem is upon them, they
have taken the first steps. But
the aroused rank and file will
push the leadership to take far
more effective action than they
have thus far planned.

It is a well known fact that
General Motors has heen plan-
ning to decentralize its defense
work, to build the defense plants
in open shop out-of-the-way lo-
calities. This would undermine
the UAW and at the same time
assure the corporation of huger
profits.

The Flint workeérs, however,
will not allow this plot to be put
over on them.

The locals are preparing to
farmally present the program in
the form of demands to the cor-
poration. Depending on what the
corporation replies, the union
will take the steps necessary to
defend and protect the interests,
the jobs, and the living stand-
ards of its miembers.

The petition campaign is com-
ing to a close. The Soeialist
Workers Party, Local New York,
has already accomplished the
gratifying feat of collécting
13,000 signatures from New York
workers. The Party is geared fov

| a final spurt that will take us

over the 15000 mark by Sept.
27th. On that day the more posi-
tive side o6f our campaign will
get under way.

At the same time that our le-
gal staff is preparing to weet
any challenge to our petitions,
we are concluding organizational

| preparations for the biggest pro-

paganda campaign in our history.

Z4 | Among the things we are order-

ing is a sound truck, hundreds
of thousand of leaflets in two

N. Y. Campaign Commitiee
Asks Day’s Pay Donations

colors (the first was issued this
week), new and more modern
types of street platforms and a
special tabloid edition of the
MILITANT. These propaganda
weapons will start us off.

But this means money and lots
of it. That's why we've started
our Campaign Fund and ask
every friend of the party to con-
tribute a day's wage before Oc-
tober 1st.

Are you going to do your part?
Will you help us spread the voice
of Wworking class opposition to
war?

Send your money immediately
to Robert Chester, Chairman,
Cannon Campaign Committee,
116 University Place, New York

City.

—e e

Wtite t6 us—téll ws what’s going on i your part of the
labor movement—uwhat are the workers thinking about?—iell
ws what the bosses are up to—and the G-men and the local cops—
and the Stalinists—send us that story the capitalist press didn't
print and that story they buried or distorted—our pages are open
to you. Letters must carry name and address, but indicate if you
do net want yowr name printed.

Walgreen Porters Strike
W eéakened by Craft Set-up

DEAR EDITOR:

For two weeks a small but mili-
tant band of colored porters have
been on strike and picketing %e-
fore the Chicago Walgreen Drug
Stores. Strike literature tells oj
60 long hours of work for 18
a week. Rapidly rising food costs
have made this wage completely
inacceptable to these men who
have known for a long time only
long hours and low pay. Today
they are demanding a minimam
of $24.75 for o 48 Houmr week.

Unfortunately. this group of
porters, solid and militant as they
are within their own local union

No. 132) are isolated by the craft
nature of the AFL from the other
employees in Walgreen's.

Many of the crafts in past years
have struck Walgreen's and mane
only small gains, The wareliouse-
men, the retail clerks, the win-
dow trimmers, each in turn have
fought this labar-hating manage-
ment aqd cach in turn have been
dealt with. As a result it has
been easy for Walgreen's manage-
ment to play one craft off against
another. When one eraft struck,
it was possibie for Walgreen to
keep his stores open by substi-
tuting  strike-breakers, Mayor
Kelly's police have always heen
ready to restrict strike activity for

(Drig Store Pdrters Union, Eoeai

the Walgreen family.

This appears to bé happening
again. And yet the sirikers are
carrying on. So bad are their
wages, so big are the profits of
bogs Walgreen that they may yet
win some concessions. They have
appealed to Rovszevelt and Steel-
man's conciliation service hag
been brought into the picture.

Negotiations with the manage-
ment are being conducted by rank.
and-file leaders, Milton B. Olive,
chairman of the strike commits
tee, Booker Adams, president an€
Odell Anderson, secretary (reas-
urer. Milfon Welister, interna
tfonal vicepresiient of the Sleep-

ing Car Porters, AFL, has also
given valuahle assistance in
negotiations,

| The strike leaders are doing a
good job of publicity and learns
ing how to direet victories for
labor. They will learn. as they
"go fartiver, that to win real worth-
while gzains it is best to organize
the union on a basis as incluslve
as the jurisdiction of the bnss
they are fighting., And that tu
combat the forces such as Mayor
Kelly's machine which is used by
the bosses against labor, it is nec-
essary to turn toward independ-
ent political action by labor, tow-
ard the formation of an independ-
ent labor party.

Meanwhile this strike deserves
the support ol cvery worker and
every union in Chicago.

H, S.

The press of the Socialist
Workers Party is certain to play
the most important role in ac-
quainting the workers of the
United States with the issues in-
volved in the_frame-up of the
twenty-nine political and trade
union defendants who will go to
trial in St. Paul in a month.

The task of reaching constant-
ly larger circeles of working class
readers is taken seriously by all
of our comrades. City after city
writes in to seek advice and as-
sistanceé of the MILITANT staff
in penetrating new sections of
the populationn. Detroit, for ex-
ample, recently almost doubled
its cireulation of the paper:
Youngstown increased the size of
its bundle: Buffalo is clearing its
path for an extension of its work.

The value of the paper in the
education of organized workers
is to be scen in dramatic
clarity by the report sent us from
our comrades in Minneapolis:

“The Minneapolis Central La-
bor Union (AFL) had its reg-
ular semi-monthly mecting tha
evening of September 32rd, As
usual our comrades and friends
were outside the hall selling the
MILITANT.

“That issue of the paper had
the story about the pending
purge of the Minneapolis Central
Labor Unién by the AFY, ¢ommit-
tee headed by Matthew Woll.

“Inside the hall more delegates
weré absorbed in reading abouf

the AFL ‘purge’ in the MILI-
TANT than were listening to the
meeting. Finally one delegate
rose and asked what the organ-
ization was going to do about
the Woll committee,

“This precipitated a
' debate, wifh several

lengthy
delegates
T\ defending themselves against the
AFL executive committee charg-
It was well understood that
behind this latest

move, he and his agents having
beefed about the refusal of the
AT'L unions here to join in try-
ing to smash Local 544-CIO.

“The MILITANT gained many
new readers as a result of its
story on the pending ‘purge’ and
added respeet from its old read-
ers.”

es.
Tobin was

Buy the MILITANT

IN MINNEAPOLIS
at:

Shinders News Co.,
6th St. & Hennepin Av.

Morris Kroman,
4th St. & Nicollet Av.
Pionéér News Co.,
238 Second Av., South
A. Peterson News Stand,
Washington Av. & B'way N.
Labor Book store,
219 Marquette Av,
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Biddle’s New Pretext For Prosecuting Us

Biddle Finally

Chooses Basis
For Frameup

By FELIX MORROW

The American Civil Liberties Union has just released to
the press the texts of a letter to Attorney-General Biddle, and
his reply. We publish these texts below.

The letter of the American Qivil Liberties Union is an an-
nihilating indictment- of the Department of Justice’s “‘case”
against the Socialist Workers Party and Local 544-CIO. As our
readers know, the ACLU is an extremely cautious body of mid-
dle class liberals, whose attitude toward defense of the democra-
tic rights of the working class has often been none too bold.
Before it will defend a workers' organization against prosecu-
tion, the ACLU makes a long and exhaustive investigation.
There have been not a few cases in which the ACLU has come
to the conclusion that prosecution for labor activity is not a
violation of civil liberties. All the more impregsive in this case,
therefore, are the conclusions of the ACLU:

1. That the prosecution is clearly one against our opin-
jons, and therefore violates the Bill of Rights which guar-
antees free speech.

2. That the one “overt act” charged, the formation of the
Union Defense Guard by Local 544, was a legitimate union
activity.

3. That “it is reasonable to conclude™ that the prosecution
“arose from the President’s reaction to Mr. Tobin’s request”
of June 18 to Roosevelt for government aid against Local 544-
CIO.

These conclusions of the ACLU will be of great value in se-

curing a wide public heaving to our side of the case.

The ACLU Jletter has also served to draw from Biddle an
indication of how he plans to conduct his frameup against the
SWP. Biddle’s letter shows that he has finally decided that his
best move is to use the Union Defense Guard of Local 544 as
the basis for his frameup.

I say “finally,” because the faet is that the Roosevelt ad-
ministration has been threshing around, seeking the most plausi-
ble basis for the frameup against us, ever since its June 27,
1941 raids on the Minneapolis and St. Paul headguarters of the
SWP.

In his letter Biddle says that “the investigation of the case
began early in 1940.” He dare not be more specific in claiming
that {He “investigation” began prior to AFL teamster chief
Tobin's appeal of June 13 to Roosevelt for aid against Local
544, which on June 9 had disaffiliated from the AFL and accept-
ed a charter from the CIO. Undoubtedly for many months prior
to that the Department of Justice had been collecting material
for eventua! use against all anti-war organizations and militant
unionists. But it is easily demonstrable that the Department
of Justice began to proceed against the SWP and Local 544-CIO
three months ago, in vesponse to Tobin’s call for aid, without
any.idea of what the government's specific case was going to
be. Here are the facts.

The Government’s Previous Frameup Lines

On June 27, the day that agents of the Department of Jus-
tice raided the SWP offices in Minneapolis and St. Paul. TWO
“erimes” were attributed t¢ the SWP by Department of Justice
officials, neither of which appeared in the July 15 indictment and
neither of which are now referred to by Biddle's letter:

1. Henry Schweinhaut, Assistant U. S. Attorney-General,
who was in Minneapolis to conduct the raids, informed the press
that it was his understanding that the case against the SWP
would be based on the Voorhis Act which requires registration
with the Attorney-General's office by any foreign-controlled or-
ganization or one which advocates vidlent overthrow of the
government. Here is what he told the press at that time:

“Henry Schweinhaut, assistant U. S. atlorney general,
said the procedure would be based on a new law making it
mandatory for all erganizations, foreign-controlled, or ad-
vocating overthrow of the government by force, Lo register
with the attorney general's office.

“The Socialist Workers' pérty has not complied with
this, it was declared, and efforts will be made to show it
falls within that category.” (Minneapolis Times, June 28,
1941),

2. While Schweinhaut was making this statement in Min-
neapolig, in Washington Attorney-General Francis Biddle was
making a very different kind of a charge. As soon as he had
been motified of the carrying out of the raids in Minneapolis
and St. Paul, Biddle issued a written statement at 6 P. M.. Fri-
day, June 27, which is quoted by the press as follows:

“'This prosecution is brought under the criminal ecode of
the United States against persons who have been engaged in
criminal seditious activities, and who are leaders of the Secialist
Workers party, and have gained control of a legitimate labor
unien in order to use it for illegitimate purposes.’

“Principal basis of the action, the justice department an-
nounced, is found in a Declaration of Principles adopted by the
Socialist Workers party at its foundation convention, held in
January, 1938.

“The pertinent phrases in this declaration were given by
the Acting Attorney-General Biddle as follows:

“IIf, in spite of the efforts of the revolutionists and the
militant workers, the U. S. government enters a new war, the
SWP will not, under any circumstances, support that war but
will, on the contrary, fight against it."” (Minneapolis Star Jour-
nal, June 28).

Thus, on June 27, Assistant Attorney-General Schweinhaut
was saying we were going to be prosecuted under the Voorhis
Act, while Acting Attorney-General Biddle was saying that we
were going to be prosecuted under the Smith Act for our anti-
war program and for our alleged “illegitimate use” of Local
544 for our anti-war program. Roosevelt's subordinates were in
such indecent haste to carry out his promise of aid to Tobin
that they didn’t even have one story in common!

The first government mention of the Union Defense Guard

of Local 544 came in the indictraent drawn up by the Department
of Justice and handed down by the Federal Grand Jury on July
15; and there the Uniom Defense Guard was but one of many
things wentioned.

Now, from Biddle’s letter, it is clear that Biddle is thinking
of concentrating his entire case around the Union Defense
Guard.

The government, in other words, went on a fishing expedi-
tion and has finally turned up with what it considers its best
case,

From this account it is clear how correct the American
Civil Liberties Union is when it charges, in its letter to Biddle,
that the case “arose from the President’s veaction to Mr. Tobin's
request” and that it “seems more reasonable to conclude that
the government injected itself into an inter-union controversy
in order to promote the intevests of the ene side swhich supported
the administration’s foreign and dowmestic policies.”

The government’s decision to abandon the use of the Voorhis
Act against us undoubtedly was taken with the realization that it
would be extremely difficult to make out a case against us under
this act, It would be easy for us to prove that Cemgress voted
for this act on the understanding that it applied only to organ-
izations like the Nazi and Communist parties,

Even more obvious is the reason why Biddle no longer re-
peats his June 27 attack on our anti-war program. It was a
blunder for him to make that statement then. In the face of the
growing anti-way sentiment in this tountry, the government
could scarcely find a more unpopular issue on which to prosecute
us than our anti-war program.

And so, by a process of elimination, Biddle now resorts to
the question of the Union Defense Guard. It is not a very good
issue, as we can easily demonstrate. But Biddle has nothing
better and does as much as he can with the materials at his dis-
posal.

He dare not explicitly rest his case against us on our ideas.
It is a settled principle of democracy that mo one shall he
prosecuted for his ideas. This prineciple has, of course, been sys-
tematically violated by the bourgeois “democrats.”” But the
Roosevelt administration must pretend not to be violating this
principle at a time when it is claiming to be conducting a war
for democracy. Hence Biddle's letter implicitly concedes to the
ACLU that we must not be prosecuted for our opinions and
seizes upon the “overt act” of the formation of the Union De-
fense Guard,

Tgnoring the actual purposes for which the Union Defense

|

Guard of Loeal 544 was formed, Biddle calls it “arming work-
ers to carry out the purpose to which the utterances (of the
SWP) are addressed.” Iere is the syllogism which Biddle there-
by constructs:

The SWP works for revolution;

The SWP members initiatad the formation of the Union
Defense Guard; )

Therefore, the Union Defense GGuard works for the revo-
lution.

The fallacy of which Biddie is guilty in this syllogism is one
known to every sophomore in the beginning class in logic. Its
name in the logic textbooks is “the fallacy of the undistribu-
ted middle.”” That is, there is an illegitimate identification be-
tween the SWP and the Union Defense Guard, as if they were
one and the same thing.

This fallacy is scaveely a “mistake” by Biddle. He knows
very well what he is doing. But he needs that illegitimate iden-
tification for the purposes of his frameup.

The Union Defense Guard of Local 544 was organized in
August, 1938 for the specific purpose of combating the fascist
Silver Shirts of the Twin Cities who were then openly threaten-
ing to attack the union headguarters of Local 544. Roy Zachary,
National Silver Shirt Organizer, came to Minneapolis and in
Silver Shirt meetings -on July 29 and August 2 he openly called
for fascist gangster bands to raid the teamster hall. These
are matters of vecord which wil be easily established -at the
trial.

At the height of the organization of the struggle against
the Silver Shirts, the Union Defense Guard numbered about 500
members. The workers of the Guard knew just what they were
organizing for. Yet Biddle now asserts that, presumably with-

. out the knowledge of the members of the Union Defense Guard,

they were really serving a conspiracy to overthrow the govern-
ment. Biddle’s logic is on the same level as that of the Naazis,
who outlaw unions beeause they are 1éd by “Marxists,” on the
erounds that the unions are really subversive organizations,

The show of strength of the Union Defense Guard during
August-December, 1938 drove the Silver Shirts into hiding and
eventual dissolution, whereupon the activities of the Union De-
fense Guard were confined to social functions and acting as
ushers at the union’s picnics and affairs. The name “Union De-
fenge Guard” was continued as insurance against new anti-
labor gangs arising.

In this change in the functions of the Union Defense Guard

i

after the &ilver Shirts folded up, is expressed the fact that
the CGuard’s original purpese was Lo combat the fascist gangs.

All this will be established conclusively at the trial. All this
s well enough known to Biddle and ihe other figures in the

Roosevelt administration who are directly in charge of the prose-
cution against us.
to the facts, On the contrary they must at all costs distort the
facts in order to railroad the 29 defendants to prison.

What The Government’s Real Purpose Is

But it does not serve their purpose to stick

The real assumption on which Biddle is acting, and which he

no doubt holds gquite sincerely, is that it is “illegitimate” for
members of a workers' party to play the leading role in a trade
union.
like Tobin to rule a union; for a Republican National Commit-
tee member like Hutchinson to rule the carpenters; this is legiti-
mate to Biddle. But for members of a workers’ party to win the
confidence of the members of a union — that is a erime,
short, the trade union rovement is “legitimate” for the hour-
geois “democrats” only when the unions are under the contrel
of the agents of the bourgeoisie. So long as the agents of the

For a member of the Democratic National Committee

In

Republican and Democratie parties are in control, the Roosevelt

administration can be assured of subordinating the trade unions

to Roosevelt’s war program. But when the unions will be under
the influence of a leadership which is independent of the bour-

reois parties, then Roosevelt’s war program will be in jeopardy.

Such is the real logic which is motivating the Roosevelt ad-
ministration in this prosecution. And, from the point of view of

' perpetuation of the capitalist class, their logic is absclutely cor-

rect. A hundred unions like Local 544, under the leadership of
men independent of the bourgeois parties, under the leadership
of men irreconcilably opposed to Roosevelt's imperialist war,
would be a serious obstacle to the war-mongers. As a preventive
measure, to nip in the hud such a revolutionary development,
this prosecytion is undertaken against us.

But of course the Roosevell administration dare not reveal
the real logic of its case against us. It could not hope to rail-
read us to jail if the labor movement of this country understood
why the government wants us in jail. Hence Biddle must resort
to this fake logic of identifying the Union Defense Guard and
the SWP. Hence he must cover up his original blunder of refer-
ring to our anti-war program as owr c¢rime. In short, he can-
not conveniently put us into jail for our real opinions and activi-
tiex He must put us in jail under other pretexts. He must,
therefore. organize a frameup against us.

ACLU Asks That Prosecution Be Dropped

Civil Liberties Union Tells Biddle Why It Opposes The St. Paul Indictments

(Below is printed the full text of the let-
ter sent by the American Civil Liberties
Union to the Attorney-General explaining
why the ACLU believes the presecution
against the 29 defendants of the SWP and
Local 544-CIO should be dismissed).

August 20, 1941.
Hon. Francis Biddle,
Acting Attorney-General

defense corps show that there was no intent
of the Teamsters Union, which was admit-
tedly under the leadership of members of the
Sacialist Werkers Party, to do more than pro-
tect union property against threats of vigil-
ante wviglencer Its activities were entirely
public and covered only the few months when
“apprehension of attack was acute. )

3. That the indictments rest upon two mew

agreement with Mr. Tobin as te national
policy in relation to the war. Mr. Tobin sup-
ported the President, and the local eppesed
the administration’s foreign policies. This
led to a request by Mr. Tobin for the ap-
pointment of a representative to take oyer
the local’'s affairs with power to expel any
member, Naturally the local rejected it. The
result was that on June 9 the 4,000 members
of the union, by an almost unanimous vote,

labor uniens, local or national, to begin raid-
ing one anether for the purpose of getting
memberships .or for similar reasons.”

It is reasonable to conchide that the action
thereafter taken by the government arose from
the President’s reaction to Mr, Tobin's request,
The goverament's attitude was expressed in a
statement from the Attoxney-General's office to
the effect that *“the principal Sgcialist Workers

For the truth about how Negroes are treated by
the Jim Crow Officer caste,

READ '

‘The Negro and the U. S. Army’
By EUGENE V ARLIN

29 page pamphlet . . . 5¢
PIONEER PUBLISHERS

116 University Place New York, N. Y.

) Also obtainable through all Branch literature agents of the
Socialist Werkers Party. (

Department of Justice
Washington, D, C,

Dear My. Attorney-Genexal:

The indictment of twenty-nine persons in Min-
members of the Socialist
Workers Pidrty, raises important issues of civil
liberty. The indictments charge a conspiracy to
(1) overthrow the United States government by
force and vialence; (2) spread disaffection among
the armed forces; (3) engage in private military
training with arms for the purpese of over-

neapolis, allegedly

throwing the government,

All of the charges in the indictment ex-
cept one deal with utterances ar publications
whose intent is construed to constitute the
offenses. The only overt act charged is the
formation of a workers defense corps by
members of the Teamsters Union in Minnea-

polis in 1938.

The American Civil Liberties Union has ex-
amined the character of the evidence on which
the indictment rests and has come to these con-

clusions:

1. That the charges clearly raise issues of civil
liberties in attacking utterances or publications
in the absence of any overt acts or even of any
“clear and present dangers” with the sole excep-
tion of the charge concerning the organization

of the workers defense corps.

2. That the facts in regard to the workers

statutes not previously applied, both of them
having been ineorporated in the Alien Registra-
tion Act of 1940 — ome of them penalizing ad-
vocacy of the overthrow of goverment by force,
and the other incitement of disaffection in the
armed foreces. In our judgment both statutes
viclate the First Amendment of the Constitu-
tion; and even if upheld could not be applied to
this set of facts@nder the “glear and present
danger’ rule,

In the light of these considerations it is ob-
viously mandatory on the Civil Liberties Union to
engage in the defense with a view to testing in
the Bupreme Court, if necessary, the constitu-
tionality of the laws and their application to
this set of facts.

But guite aside from the legal questions, we
desive to call the government’s attention to a
series of circumstances which appear to indi-
cate a gross impropriety om the part of govern-
ment officials in securing the indictment.

It appears that en June 18 Daniel Tobin,
president of the JInfernational Teamsters
Union, telegraphed the President from In-
dianapolis appealing for federal action
against the Truck Drivers Unien, Local 544
an Minneapolis, sixteen of whose members
are incinded in the indictment. My. Tobin’s
action fellowed a long controversy with the
local, in part resting upon the uwnion’s dis-

Biddle's Answer To The

Civil Liberties Union

(The following is the com-
plete text of the reply of At-
torney-General Biddle to the
August 20, 1941 letter sent
him by the American Ciyil
Liberties Union).

OFFICE OF THE
ATTORNEY-GENERAL

Washington, D. C.
Sept. 4, 1941,
Deay Mr. Hayes:

Careful consideration has
been given to the letter of Aug-
ust 20, 1941, signed by Dr.
Holmes, Chairman of the Board
of the American Civil Liberties
Union, by Roger Baldwin as Di-
rector, and by yourself as Gen-
eral Counsel. The letter pro-
tests against the Government’s
action in prosecuting 29 persons
in Minneapolis, allegedly mem-
bers of the Socialist Workers
Party. )

You state from your examina-
tion of the “character of the
evidence on which the indiet-
ment rests” that the charges at-.

tack utterances or publications,

and include only one overt act
— the organization of the work-
ers in a defense corps. This
overt act, however, — arming
workers to carry out the pur-
pose to which the ntterances are
addressed — is clearly sufficient
to remove the case from one in-
volving expression of opinion,
even if the utterances went mo
further than that, which they
do. You suggest that the facts
show the intent was merely to
protect union property against
threats of violence. But the in-
dictment specifically alleges
otherwise, and I am comfident
that it will be supported in the
evidence. You econclude that
the statutes under which the in-
dictments ave brought will be
beld uneconstitutional. I do mot
agree; but im any event such
a doubt should not deter this
office from -taking action on
facts coming under the soope of
the statutes. The Courts will
deteymine the guesbion of con-
stitutionality.

You state that the Civil Lib-

erties Union will engage in ge-
fense of the case with a wiew
of testing the censtitutionality
of the laws and their applica-
tion to the set of facts. T am
delighted to hear that.

You add that a series of cir-
cumstances suggests the con-
clusion “that the government
injected itself into an inter-
union controversy in order to
promote the interests of one
side which supported the admin-
istration’s foreign and domestic
policies.” That conclusion is
completely unwarrinted, The
investigation of the icase began
early in 1940; and had continued
without interruption ever since.
The prosecution came in due
eourse; it was not requested by
anyone in or out of the govern-
ment, or undertaken for the
benefit of any person er group.

You are at Tiberty to make
this Tetter publie #f you wish to.

Sincerely yours,

(Bigped) FRANCIS BIDDLE
Acting Attorney-General.

decided to disaffiliate® from the Teamsters
Union and to join the CIO.

My, Tobin's telegram said in part: “The with-
drawal from the International Union by the
truck-drivers union, Locul 544 and one other
small wnien in Minneapolis, and their affilia-
tions with the CIO is indeed a regrettable and
dangerous condition. The officers of this lacal
union . were requested to disassociate themselves
from the radical Trotsky organization.. we feel
that while our country is in dangcrous pos:tion,
those disturbers who believe in the policies of
foreign, radical governments, must be in some
way prevented from purswing this dangerous
course..."

Stephen Esarly, the President’s secretary, #hn-
mediately isswed the following statement from
the White House: “Mr. Tobin telegraphed from
Indianapolis that it is apparent to him and to
the other executives of his organization that be-
cause they have been and will continue to stand

squarely behind the government, all subversive
I

organizations and all enemies of our government.,

| including Bundists, Trotskyists and Stalinists are
| opposed to them and seeking to destroy loyal

trade unions which are supporting democracy.

“Mr. Tobin goes into considerable detail
and states that he is going to issue a state-
ment from the Indianapolis office of the
teamsters union. When 1 advised the Presi-
dent of Tobin’s representations this morn-
ing, he asked*me to immediately have the
Government deparfments and agencies inter-
ested in this matter notified, and te peint
out that this is no time, in his opinien, for

Party leaders, against whom prosecution is being
brought, are also leaders of Local 544-CIO in
Minneapolis ..who have been engaged in erimin-
al seditious activities ..and have gained control
of a legitimate lubor union te use it for illegit-
imate purposes.”

It may be argued that Mr. Tobin merely called
the government'’s attention to a situation ahich
in itsell warranted federal action. But it seems
more reasonable 1o conclude that the government
injected itself into an inter-union controversy in
order to promote the interests of the one side
which supported the adminisiration’s foreign and
domestic policies. In our judgment, this is a
highly improper use of the criminal law. Our
conclusion is reinforced by the fact that it has
been a matter of common knowledge for some
years that the Socialist Workers Party, an in-
significant little group of extremists, has been
strongly represented in the Minneapolis labor
movement — alone of any ecity in the country.
Nothing charged in the indictment is of recent
origin. The situation in Minneapolis is no differ-
ent now from that obtaining over the past five
or ten ycars.

Tn the light of these facts, we urge a recon-
sideration by the Department of Justice of this
prosecution with a view to its dismissal,

Signed by:

JOHN HAYNES HOLMES
Chairman of the Board
ARTHUR GARFIELD HAYES
General Counsel
. ROGER BALDWIN
Director.

o
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SEND YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO:

THE CIVIL RIGHTS DEFENSE
1 COMMITTEE

|
|
Room 809, 180 Fifth Ave.. New York City |
|
|

for your Defense Fund

PODd

HELP FIGHT THE INDICTMENTS |

] 29 people—members of the Socialist Worke rs Party and the leaders of Motor Transport
and Allied \Workers Industrial Union, Local 544-ClO have been indicted in Minnesota
on charges of “conspiring to overthrow the government.”

This sweeping attack upon civil liberties and labor’s rights must be repelled! The
job of defending the victims of this prosecution is up to the workers themselves. Roose-
velt's administration isn't subsidizing this defense project.

Aid the defendants by giving promptly and generously to their Defense Fund.

PRSP P

The Government prosecution has been con~
demned by the $

CIo
LABOR'S NON-PARTISAN LEAGUE
UNITED AUTO WORKERS
AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION
NATION
NEW REPUBLIC y
and other labor and lihérnl spokesmen
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‘Priorities Unemployment’ --

Millions Of Workers Hit InT
Steel, Auto, Rubber, Silk

Priorities unemployment is the latest serious

threat to the security of th

two to three miilion workers are facing the ominous
prospect of being threwn out of jobs in the next
few months; hundreds of thousands already have
been reduced to 2 or 3 days employment per week.

No less than 250,000 auto workers’ jobs are to

be sacrificed to the greed

plans for the curtailment of auto production now

call for the reduction of auto output in 1942 by a

minimum of fifty percent, with no alternative production be-
ing offered to maintain employ

Priorities restrictions threaten to produce whole new “ghost
towns.” Productions of radio, refrigerator and other electrical
home appliances is 1o be drastically curtailed. Priorities unem-
ployment was the major problem confronting the United Radio,
Electrical and Machine Workers (CIQ) convention two weeks

ago

it is the same story.

This new type of unemployment — at a time when pro-

duction has reached peaks neve

history — is the result of the war-time dislocation of produc-

tion. a dislocation deliberately
corporations.

These monopolies, aided and abetted by the Roosevelt ad-
ministration. have fought every attempt to expand produc-
tion facilities or increase supplies of raw materials.

The OPM, acting through U. S. Steel's Stettinius, worked
hand in glove with the Aluminum Corporation of America to

prevent the expansion of alum
order to permit ALCOA 1o mai

keep competitive firms from invading the domain of ALCOA’s

absolute monaopoly.

Roosevelt himsell endorsed the Dunne report on steel capa-
city which gave the completely false impression that there

was sufficient capacity for steel

and civilian needs. On September 11, the OPM finally announc-
ed plans 1o expand steel capacity by 20 per cent. The New
York Times, September 12, reports, however, that “some de-

fense officials. . .doubt that any

unless all of the steel required for this increase in capacity is

taken from civilian supplies.”
Just as in aluminum and s
pletely false reporth on the ay

the shortage of crude rubber threatens a major crisis in the

production not only of civilian
military supplies.

than the natural product, can fully replace crude rubber.

there's the rub.

The big rubber corporations. like Goodyear, Goodrich and
Firestone. have huge ‘investments in rubber plantations in the
Far East, which they don't intend to give up. Moreover, syn-

thetic rubber would knock down

the rubber monopolies resist all efforts to expand into synthetic

rubber production; and the gove
fends these monopolies.

Iere, then, is the reason why millions of American work-
ers are being threatened with loss of their jobs. “Defense” to
the ruling class means defense of their monopoly interests first

and foremost. And that is what

ministration which has put the monopolies in complete control

of the war production program.

It is estimated that some 130,000 silk textile workers will
be out of jobs shortly; many are already on part time work.
All up and down the line of the consumers goods industries,

But synthetic rubber, superior and cheaper

e American workers. Some

of the big monopolies, as

ment.

v before attained in American

induced by the big monopoly

inum production facilities, in
ntain its monopoly prices and

production to meet both war

expansion. . .wil] be authorized

teel, the OPM put forth com-
ailable rubber supply. Today
goods but of tanks and other

But

the prices considerably. Thus,

rnment, through the OPM, de-

it means to the Roosevelt ad-

‘Auto Workers Discuss
Priorities Problems

FLINT, Sept. 8—Overshad
lems of the auto workers is the
ment because of curtailed auto
steel, aluminum and other raw

for the next 8 weeks; after tha
lay-offs arc expected. Just what

Fortune magazine, August 1941
that symbolizes American indus-*
try is already short and will be-
come increasingly acute in 1942.
Only half a year’s supply of rub-
ber, chromite, wool and tin (are
available).”
This means that General Mo-
tors, Chrysler, Ford, and all the
auto and parts manufacturers
will lay off at least 60 per cent
of their. workers.
The auto manufacturers knew
all about these shortages in
steel, aluminum, ete, For instance
Ford, General Motors and the
- hers had eliminated the use of
aluminum as much as possible be-
cause of the high prices demand-
ed by the Aluminum Corpora-
tion’s monopoly. General Motors
at one time entirely abandoned
the use of aluminum because of
“Alcoa’s arbitrary increase in the
price”. The Studebaker Corpora-
tion did likewise because there
was only “one domestic source”.
Nevertheless, Knudsen of
General Motors, and the
other dollar-a-year men rep-
resenting the auto corpora-
tions on the OPM, did their
level best to hide the true
situation on steel and alumi-
num. While they had fought
. ALCOA, and similar mon-
opolies. for their own inter-
ests, when it came to publicly
exposing these monopolies,
Knudsen and the rest pro-
tected their class.
The automobile corporations
were fully aware of the problem
they were facing in keeping auto
production going. Nevertheless,
they did not expand into the war
industries as rapidly as they
would have the public believe, al-

though such expansion is essen-

Unions Offer Own Plans

For Handling ‘Priorities’

By C. CHARLES

Alarmed by the obvious capitalist mismanagement of in-
dustrial production, various unions have endorsed plans to do
away with priorities unemployment.

The plans aim to increase

industries or propose a method of shifting workers from civilian
to military production without any loss of employment.

I'very one of the plans so

formation of # government-management-labor council in each

industry.

The “CIO Plan for Strength-&-—

ening the National Defense Pro-
gram” was the first plan pre-
sented. It was drawn up in De-
cember, 1940, by Philip Murray,
chairman of the CIO.

THE MURRAY PLAN

According to this plan, the la-
bor - munagement - government
council would:

1. Ascertain the military and
non-military “requirements  ¢f
cach respective indugtry to co-
ordinate the production of cach
industry to meet these require-
ments speedily and accurately
and to expand production facili-
ties where they arc inadequate . . .

“2. Reemploy unemployed
workers in each respective indus-
try and in the communities and
regions in which the industry op-
erates as quickly as the acceler-
ated pace of the industry -per-
mits, fill the labor requirements
of the industry from the avail-
able supply and train workers
for those occupations in which
-the council finds a shortage.

Ly
0.

Achieve the greatest pos-
sible output as quickly as pos-
sible by bringing into full use
all the production facilities in
each respective industry, This
covers the granting and re-al-
locating of armament contracts,

production in their respective

far proposed is based on the

mestic requirements so as to
clear the way for the peak in ar-
mament production and elimin-
ating bottlenecks created by onc
concern having a disproportion-
ate amount for armament con-
tracts that it can not complete
within the necessary limit of
time, and other bottlenecks caus-
ed by contractual or technical
factors.”

Murray also presented a spe-
cific plan along these lines for
the steel industry.

THE REUTHER PLAN

Another plan is that of Walter
Reuther, a member of the exe-
cutive board of the United Auto
Workers (CIO), and one of the
supporters of Hillman.

Reuther in his plan proposed
Lo alleviate the intensely season-
al character of auto work and
avoid mass layoffs when the steel
would be rationed for the auto
industry. He hoped to achieve
this by producing 500 planes
daily within the present auto
plants and machinery. The auto
workers would man the defense
plants.

The Reuther plan consists es-
sentially of the following ideas:

1. That a survey of the auto-
motive industry around Detroit
be made to show the plant and

for airplane work above normal
and seasonal needs of the auto
industry.

2. The blue print of a plane
should be broken down into its»
various parts and these parts be
assigned for mass production to
the plants which could best han-
dle them. Finally the plane
would be assembled in a central
hangar.

THE UE PLAN

The United Electrical and Ra-
dio Workers Union (CIO), whose
members in the washing machine,
vefrigerator, home appliance. ra-
dio and similar goods have been
hard-hit by priorities unemploy-
ment, issued an emergency pro-
gram on July 26th which pro-
vides:

1. Opposition to arbitrary re-
duction in production of con-
sumers goods. 2. Before any re-
ductions are instituted, the com-
panies affected must be given
defense work to take up slacks.
Workers laid off get (first
claim en jobg in the community
working on government con-
tracts. 4. Dxcessive overtime,
when unnecessary, must be abol-
ished, but present total income
shall he maintained through in-
ereases in wages. 5. Union-gov-
ernment-management  co-opera-
tion in administering this pro-
gram. 6. “The President of the
United States should immediately
call a national conference of la-
hor, agriculture, government and
industry . .to compel the giant
corporations to stop defrauding
the nation and its citizens by
monopolistic practices — which
practices are now creating scan-

a
.

fulfilling in advance known do-

machine capacity was available

(Continued on Page 6)

UAW Members Ask Equal Yoice in Making
Decisions, Seniority And Same Rate of Pay
By JOE ANDREWS !

owing all other immediate prob-
menace of priorities unemploy-
production due to shortages of
materials.

The magazine Business Week, August 30, reports: "Supplies
(for automotive production) are generally considered adequate

t the big reductions and the big
the labor toll will be is hard 1o

estimate—between 90,000 and 200,000 men may be laid ofl.”
This is a low estimate. The actual official figure for the re-
duction of auto production in 1942 is a minimum of 5| percent.

, states that “Steel, the product

tial in order to take up the slack
in employmen when priorities in
steel, ete., auto production.

The auto barons deliberately
refrained from converting their
plants to war production. The
jarge full page ads of General
Motors on what it is sacrificing
for “defense” are misleading. In
reality, GM and Chrysler are in
the “business as usual” caucus in
Washington, The profits on auto-
mobiles are high. They are sure
the market this year will be big.
Therefore, these corporations
have expanded into war produc-
tion only to the extent that the
government, through its amorti-
zation plan, pays for the building
of new plants and new machines,
which involves no financial risk
for the corporations.

Thus, the new plants, such
as the Chrysler tank plant,
the Buick plant to assemble
Pratt and Whitney engines
in Chicago, do not cost the
coiporations a penny, but
they nevertheless operate
them and get a guaranteed
profit on all production,

The auto corporations wanted
to continue to reap the high
profits on autos. They do not
want to convert their existi :
‘plants, to risk re-tooling “and,
other costs, because they know
that such investments are profit-
able only for the duration of thg
war. They fear the war might

not last long enough.

As a result of this fear of the
risk involved in converting the
plants, there are some 250,000
auto workers, who cannot “dc
business as usual”, facing the
dreary prospect of walking the
streets for new jobs in Detroit.
Flint and other auto centers.
The corporations will suffer
little by the priorvities on steel,
ete, They will still make a hand-
some profit  threugh the sale,
though curtailed. of 1042 auto-
mobiles, and the balance of profit
will be made up by wuar orders
produced in government paid-for
plants.

These new plants are being
built in out-of-the-way open
shop towns and will be oper-
ated by young high school
kids, non-union, who will be
willing to work for non-
union wages. The regular
union auto-workers will be
forced to wander from town
to town locking for jobs.
With only a few weeks to go
before the mass layoffs begin in
auto, the United Automobile
Workers, CIO, has belatedly be-
gun a campaign to find a solu-
tien. A committee has been set
up by the International Execu-
tive Board to negotiate with the
corporations and with the gov-
ernmental agencies. The program
of this committee is mainly twa
points: a demand that more war
orders be sent into Detroit and
1 Flint, and a demand that aute
workers be transferred on a pre-
ferred basis to these defense
jobs, with seniority.

But the fact that unemploy-
ment is such an immediate threat
has resulted in an awakening of
the rank-and-file and there
considerable agitation among the
International Board not go far
union militants, who feel that
not only does the program of the
enough, but that the wmethods
used, lobbying in Washington,
and the like, are not sufficient.

The Chevrolet local in
Flint. for example, has set
up a commitiee representa-
tive of the various plants to
take action on this problem.
In a resolution calling for the
formation of this committee,
it was stated, “in the past it
has been proven that satis-

ie

(&, —— —— - —

factory results can be secur-
ed only through the mass
organized strength of the
union ranks, while such plans
as the Reuther Plan and the
Murray Plan get nowhere
simply because the power of
the organized workers was
not utilized to put pressure
on the OPM and the adminis-
tration to get action and im-
mediate results.”

|

There is a wide-spread demand
that workers shall not only be
transferred from civilian jobs te
war work on a seniority basic
ut at the same rate of pay, and
that provisions be made so thaf
workers will not have to leave
their home towns in search o’
jobs, but that jobs be broughit
where the auto workers arc
available,

More important than anything
being discussed is the proposa!
heard in local union meetings,
that the union demand an equal
voice in determining the alloca-
tion of defense orders, the loca-
tion of war production plants,
and, in general, in the planning
>f production which, in the hands
of the corporations alone, has
nroven so disastrous to the wel-
fare of the workers.

The militant and wide-awake
Flint workers are giving a lead
to the auto workers generally,
and there is no doubt that a
campaign of major proportions
will be waged on this question
y the UAW, which can provide
the leadership for all labor on
his problem of priorities unem-

2’

Greed of Monopolies Sows
Widespread Industrial Chaos

production is expanding?
|

direct result of the attempts

war profits, at the least risk an
stranglehold on American indus-
try.

While Roosevelt, the OPM and
the employers bemoan the “cost-
ly"” strikes and carry through a
campaign of union repression un-
der the slogan of “equal sacri-
fice”, the steel, aluminum, auto,
and other trusts, working
through their dollar-a-year
agents in Washington, have fos-
tered so much chaos in the war
production program that millions
of workers, particularly in the
consumers goods industries, are
faced with terrible suffering in
‘he next few months.

In deseribing the ‘“confusion
»f the war machine in Washing-
ton, Fortune magazine, August
1941, states:

“It is now obvious that expan-
sion of productive facilities for
steel, electricity, aluminum and
other essentials should have been
undertaken as sgon as the de-
fense emergency was vealized.
But the advisers closest to the
OPM reflected the fear of
their several industries that the
creation of vast new plant ca-
pacity would present a THREAT
OF POST WAR COMPETI-
TION." (our emphasis).

Thus, the Aluminum Corpora-
tion of America, U. S. Steel,
General Motors, resisted every
effort to secure the erection
either of government plants or

ployment.

Why is there unemployment in the midst of the biggest
boom? Why do the monopolies, the “leaders of industry,” run
their business in such a way that unemployment results even when

of the big corporations, acting

through the government war agencies, to ensure themselves huge

d to maintain their monopolistic
@

firms not under the domination
of the big monopolies.

On the other hand, the mono-
polies do not want to risk private
investment in the expansion of
their own plants or in new plants.
They want to make all the war
profits possible—they have gob-
bled up the lion’s shure of the
war orders even where they ave
unable to fulfill these orders for
several years—but they will not
risk any of their surplus billions
in new capital investments,

Behind the scenes in Waghing-
ton, a “dog-eat-dog” fight is in
preeess between the various sec-
tors of the capitalists, each group
jostling for a favorable position
and pushing for its own most
profitable method of conducting
the war production program.

As Fortune describes it, “Wash-
ton is divided into several fac-
jons.”” There are the “sacrifision-
ists" who “are in favor of strik-
ing down the civilian economy
with no second thought to unem-
ployment and hardships.” There
is the “business as usual school”
which does not want to expand
too rapidly into war production.

The “expansionists’ want “all.
out war”, the “non-expansionists”
fear “what is to happen when
+he show is over and the nation
faces an uncharted future . . .
and a new world with huge ca-

enace To Labor

convert or distribute them,”

In this statement, Fortune re-
veals the web of intrigues and
counter-intrigues among the cap-
italists which reduces the pre-
ductive system to sheer anarchy
and makes an absurdity of all the
talk of “equal sacrifice.” Every
capitalist, and every agent of the
| capitalists in Washington, in-

The current wave ol priorities unemployment, which is cluding the entire Roosevelt ad-
caused by the lack of steel, aluminum and other materials, is a | ministration. acts on the one

premise: what is the best way to
preserve the privileges and prof-
its of the cwning class,

Like the proverbial dog in the
manger, the monopolists, who
rule Washington, want neither
the establishment of new—and
potentially competitive — plants,
nor the expansion or conversion
of their existing plants for war
production.

The workers are caught in the
midst of the resultant chaos of
production. It is they who must
pound the streets looking for
jobs because of the capitalist-
created dislocation of industry.

This dislocation of industry in
war-time — when the American
ruling class is fighting for its
life against its capitalist competi-
tors of the Axis nations —is a
perfect proof of the inability of
capitalism to plan produection,
even when ils own existence is
threatened.

There is but one way in which
this anarchy of production can
be halted and the workers en-
sured job sccurity in this period.
The war industries must be taken
vut of the hands of the war prof-
iteers. The planning and organi-
ziation of all war production must
be placed in the hands of the
workers themselves. The solu-
tion to priorities unemployment
15 contained in the single slogan:
“Txpropriate the war indus-
tries and operate them under the
control and management of the

plants that would be operated by

pacities and no notion of how tn

workers!"

The American boss struggle

Production Management, under
I'illman, is used by the bosses

heir privileges and orofits.

f Loyal

By MICHAEL CORT

effort to eliminate German competition from the world's mar-
kets. To bring this about, the bosses will make practically any | duetion of thiz vital metal
sacrifice — but one! They will not allow the struggle against ' cause it would break down the
German imperialism to interfere with their profits, Where the Alcoa monopoly.
iwo conflict, the war program must give way. The Office of | the OPM report put a happy face

the needs of the “national emergency’

against Hitler is, in reality, an

|

the direction of Knudsen and
for the purpose of preventing
" from encroaching upon

the OPM is a history of wue con
tradictions of the capitalist sys-
tem. The bosses lust for a war
that will bring them greate)
power and infiucnce, hut shrink
from any sten that will limit
profit in the process.

For several years the boss
press and radio have been attem-
pting to whip up a war hysteria.
The administration has burden-
ed the people with taxes, at-
tempted to regiment the (rade
mions and forced the youth into |
the army—all in the name of the
national emergency. The hosses
meanwhile have conducted *bu-
siness as usual” — that is, they
produce and sell where the most
profit can be realized, regardless
o the effect on the war pro-
gram.

OPM “"ACCOMPLISHMENTS”
The OPM made a report ol its
accomplishments this spring. The
people who had been forced lo
make sacrifices would not have
liked the real story of the bosses’
concern with profit rather than
with “national defense”. OPM
therefore released its figures o!
armament production increases,
in percentages. Between May 1941
and May 1941, they said prodne
tion of machine tools had doubled,
aircraft bad tripled, tanks had
sextupled, Garand rifles had gone
up 360 percent, powder 1,000 per.
cent, and small arms ammunition
1,200 percent, The figures made
one dizzy until the key was found
which revealed their true sgigni-
ficance.

Buried in the OPM report were

The history of the fiirst year of >—

easiest and chezpest to produce,
and they were coming off the
line at the rate of 150 a month
No production has been started
on medium and heavy tanks.
(Germany is reported to bo using,
50,000 of all sizes on itg easter l
front alone).

And so it was with all lypes
of war machines. The bosses drive
the workers into the army, but
will produce machines for that
army ‘only under conditions that
ingure a high rate of profit. Fur-
thermore, they will not curtail
their usual production for the
domestic and foreign markets
merely because there is a ‘“na.
tional emergency."

FALSE REPORT ON
RAW MATERIALS

Part of OPM's job was to ac-
cumulate reserve supplies of the
raw materials necessary to sup-
ply the war machine. The OPM
report stated blandly, "Progress
was made during the year In
building up stockpiles in most
raw materials vital to defense.”
The reverse was the casc.

The OPM report on mica,
basic material ior radio and elec
trical equipment, stated that theys
was enough “to supply the indu-
stry for more than a year." On
May 20th, the Metals Resprves
Corporation revealed that there

d

was absolutely no stockpile of
mica in the United States, but
rather a small one in India.
OPM assured the people tha
tin reserves had been built up.

The Metal Reserve report reveal-
ed that the country was depen-
dent upon the Dutch East Indies

figures on the rate of production
in May 1940. At that time the
daily American cutput of smoke-
less powder was enough to enable
a single battleship to fire a sin-
gle round. In other words, the
1,000 percent increase smokeless
powder production meant an in-
crease from practically nothing
tfo very little.

Production of tanks had “sex-

tupled”. Actually the only king rica could not produce
being built was light tanks, thealuminum to meet the war needs,

and the Malay Peninsula for Its
tin supply and that the tonnage
delivered was  enough for only
four months—even at the present
rate of consumption. In all the
other metal departments the story
was the same, The rubber bosses
/blocked the development of =syn-
thetic rubber hecause It woula
lower the price of their product.
| The Aluminum Company of Ame-
enough

1a stockholder played

)

Record Of The OPM: One Year
ervice To The Bosses

vet for years it successfully sa-
hotaged all efforts to expand pro-
be-
In eath casc
upon the situztion so that the
public would no! know what tie
bosses were up to.

Aircraft, steel. mineral and
rubber plants fought violeni:y
against demands for plant expan
sion to create more war materials.
Expanded plant facilities now
would mean expanded productive
facilities AFTER the war. These
additional facilities would then
mean more irtense competition
for the peace time market. This
would tend to drive prices dowr
—and would thevefore mean les’
profits to the hosses.

Stettinins. Knudsen and 1he
other “dollar a yecar men” whe
temporarily left business ta or

ganize the war machine. contre’
OPM. Stettinius, buying steel for
the government. bargained witl
U.S. Steel. in which he is a stock
holder. Stettinius's interests
an impor
tant part in his decigion on the
price the government paid for
steel. The function of the OP)
is to conduct a drive for produc
tive expansion hut to make cer

HE

tain that immediate profits an
not limited in the process.
This tendency of the OPM has

become so pronounced that liber-
al supporters of the war have
taken alarm. They fear that the
American war machine will never
mateh Germany’s,

I. . Stone, a liberal journalisi.
has written a bhook entitled "Bu-
siness as Usnal™, in whleh ne
reveals the sleight-of-hand beine
practiced by the OPM. Like most
liberals, he embhraces the fiction
that the goverument is indepen
dent of the bosses and can thepe
fore restrict their activities. Lik¢
most supporters of the war. he
demands that the government take
all steps necessary to whip Ger
many, and take them immedia
tely.

A “LIBERAL" SOLUTION
Stone’s solution to the prohlen
is contained in a chapter entitled
‘Knudsenism NMuast Gn', He damns
the monopolies as the sabotenr:
of the war effort. He states tha
the distribution of order
among the small business mer
and the forcible allocation of rav
materials by the government

war

and enable America to win
war.

the

When Stone says “Knudsenism
Must Go", he means that refor-
mism must come. He would place
the OPM under the direction of
“good capitalists” and labor lead-
ers whose first concern was the
war.

“Our problem,” says Stone, '“‘is
a production problem.” And he
calls upon the government to sol-
ve it. In other words, Stone re-
quests the servant (the govern-
ment) to discipline the master
(the bosseg). With true liberal
myopia he fails to see the iden-
Lty of the two. He bhelieves ‘his
request possible of fulfillment.

But it is not, as Stone puts it,
“a production problem™”. It is a
profit problem. The productive ca-
pacities are present, it is a ques-
tion of the use to which they
shall be put. At present they are
being used to produce the most
wofitable goods — rather than
the goods most needed for the
war,

The transfer of war production
from big business to small bu-
siness would, farthermore, redu-
ce the efficiency of war produc-
tion rather than increase it. Small
business men are just as concern-
ed with profit as the big ones,
they only bave less capacity for
it. Should they control OPM they
would be subject to the same con-
tradictions that now assail the
representatives of big husiness.

Stone's book is a graphic indict-
ment against capitalism, though
he fails to understand that his
demand for a planned (war) eco-
nomy within (he framework of
capitalism is fantastic, Under cer-
tain compflilsions the hosses will
compromise to the degree neces-
sary to maintain their power, hut
they will never voluntarily redunce
their profits.

Chaos in production will con-
tinue so long ae the hosses con-
trol it. To open tho possibilities
of planned production aimed at
serving the needs of the people,
the workers must struggle for
‘their awn control of the industries
and complete expropriation of the
bosses.

PPN

DO YOU HAVE A SUBSCRIP-
TION? LOOK FOR OUR
SPECIAL OFFER

would speed ap the war machine
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By ALBERT PARKER ===

femre——
Fascist Ideas and Jim Crow

In the course of # discussion held in Mexico
on April 4, 1939, Leon Trotsky said, “Fascism
in the United States will be dire¢ted against
the Jews and the Negroes. but against the Ne-
groes particularly, and in a most terrible man-
ner. A ‘privileged’ condition will be created for
the American white workers on the back of the
Negroes,”

In spite of the fact that this country is today
preparing in every sphere for an all-out war,
divected presumably “against fascism” abroad,
the ideas of fascism right here at home in “the
arsenal of the democracies” are gaining strength
and new supporters with alarming speed.

The speech of that advocate of white supre-
macy, Lindbergh, attacking the Jewish people
last week, is an example of this growing trend.
This speceh — not yet repudiated.by any of his
colleagues on the America First Committee —
has received much publicity, especially through
the efforts of the interventionist war-mongers
who are only too pleased with an edsy oppor-
tunity to win supporters for the war by the
cheap expedient of denouncing the racial prejudi-
ces of an outstanding isolationist.

But when it comes to Negro baiting and
to Jim Crow practices developed in the school
of propaganda-by-example, the intervention-
ists have nothing or little to say. The reason
is simple: in this field of racial division and
the fostering of racial hatred, the Wwarmong-
ering administration takes first place and
most of the responsibility.

Only here and there do you read about it —
in the workers” and Negro press, and occasionally
in a liberal magazine — but at present the Roose-
velt administration’is doing more by its Jim Crow
segregation policies in the armed forces to foster
fascist racial ideas among whites than any other
agency in the country, including the South.

The anti-labo.r bureaucratic caste in the army
is not only teaching hundreds of thousands of
white young men to hate organized labor and to
receive and carry out orders given “from above”
without thought and without question, but it is
also teaching them — by separating Negro sol-
diers from them everywhere they eal. sleep, frain,
drill, get recreation, ete. — that they are better
than Negroes. Thus the ideas of “white su-
premacy” and “Negro inferiority” are injected
into the minds of young men, many of whom
went to school beside Neproes when they were
children and never had a trace of chauvinism.

Not every white soldier accepts these ideas,
of course. Those especially who Rave been
in unions, worked alongside of Negroes and

walked beside them on picket-lines; refuse te

“accept”these ideas: The Negro pressiecarries
numerous expressions of sympathy and pro-
test from white workers in southern camps
who have been revolted and disgusted by the
vicious Jim Crow policies and thé MP brutal-
ities practiced against Negroes.

But let us be lulled by these accounts. There
has been no authoritative poll on this question,
but there is no reason to believe that the racially
tolerant white soldiers constitute a majorify ox
much of a majority at best.

FFor the pressure on the average soldier, all
the things said and half-said by his superior of-
ficers, is continuous and powerful. In the end
many white soldiers who never even thought
about Negroes at home, tend to accept that dis-
torted way of fhinking which is so frequently
encountered in the South: “My own lot is a
miserable one, but at least I am better off than
the Negroes” and “The Negro is responsibie for
my conditions.”

To those who think this is an exaggération or
an isolated phenomenon, we recommend the read-
ing of an article, “Why The Army Gtipes” by
Harold Lavine, in the August 30 issue of The
Nation. The article is all the more significant
because this magazine is an ardént supporter
of Roosevelt and his war program. When they
print this article, it is not because they are try-
ing to spread anti-war propaganda, but because
the situation is so acute that they would like to
see it ¢orrected or alleviated so that it will not
interfere with the war plans,

Lavine’s Report
Mr, Lavine interviewed 352 soldiers on leave
in New York City and tried to discover what their
complaints were. Here is what he reported about
the attitude of many of them toward the Negroes:
“The inferiority complex whic¢h so many of
the recruits have developed is réflected in
their attitude toward Negroes. They hiaven't
just the normal anti-Negro préjudice which
vou find everywhere in the United Stafes,
in the North as well as the South. They

HATE Negroes, and their hatred seems to

be mounting to hysteria. They make sud-

den, irrelevant remarks: ‘Say. [ read where

Joe Louis is to join the Army. T hope they

send him down my way, First dark night

T'll shoot the bastard.' They occupy them-

selves with the problem of whether or not

to salute Negro officers. ‘They say it's the
uniform you salute, not the man, I said.

‘The hell with that. I'd like to shoot them.”

This is a terrible danger signal to the Negro
people and the whole labor movement. Whatever
happens in the war, a lot of people are going
to get out of the army with strong fascist anti-
Negro ideas. Whether the United States wins the
war or not, these forces will further divide the
Negro and white workers and increase the Jim
Crow terror against the Negro people.

If there was no reason before for fighting the
war program — and there were a hundred —
here is a good one, If there was no reason beforé
for fighting to take control of military training
away from the l>ureauc1atx§ officer caste and
struggling for military traiming under control of
thé trade unions and of the basis of equality for
Negroes — and THE MILITANT has been filled
‘with such reasons — here is an undeniable one.

‘denying agreement with was u

Comimons m London which,

the “democrafic” imperialists.

bazon, Churchill’s

would extermindte each other and
thus enable British imperialism
to regain its dominant position
on the continent,

William Gallacher, lone Stalin-
ist member of the House of Com-
mons, asked Prime Minister
Churchill if such a statement rep-
resented His government's atti-
tude,

Churchill replied that not only
did it not reflect his government’s
attitude, but that the Minister’s
vemarks, madeé at n “private
gathering”, did not reflect, as
reported, the attitude of Colonel
Moore-Brabagon either.

The capitalist press and the
Daily Worker have béen conteént
to accept this as a denial of the
charge that Moore-Brabazon and
the Churchil govermment would
like to see the Red Ar¥my as well
as Hitler’s army, destroyed in
the war.

CHURCHILE REALLY
EVADED THE QUESTION
But actually, as the subsequent
discussion showed, Churchill was
not denying this charge, he was
only evading it. All that he was

particular statement and the for-
mulation of that statement.

“I happen to know what the
views of my w»ight honorable
friend are,” he continued, “be-
cause on the day Hifler attacked
Russia I told him on thé tele-
phone what line I was going to
take, and he enthusiastically as-
sented.

“Moreover, my right honorable
friend has been all the while ar-
dently at work sending hundreds

By GEORGE BREITMAN

On September 11 a discussion took place in the House of
briel
of light on the Churchill government's attitude toward the
Soviet Union and on the relations between the Stalinists and

though it was, shed a ot

Jt revolved around the recent charge by J.lck Tanner, lead-
er of the Engineers Union, that Colonel ],
Minister of
pressed the hope that the Red Army and the German Army

§oe= o 7

C. Moore-Bra-
Aircraft Produui‘on had ex-

many of Whlch have already
reached theve,

“Although the phrasing of
what he said at a private gath-
ering, taken out of its context,
might be misconstrued. I am
satisfied that he was and is in
fullest accord with this gov-
ernment’s policy. Otherwise- |
should not have appointed him."”

Churchill concluded by saying
that he was “astonished that any-
one could have taken the mis-
chievous action of making this a
sensation, which does nothing but
harm to Russia as well as Britain
and leads to =uspicion between
those whose fortunes are linked
together.”

Churchill was annoyed that the
whole question had been brought
into the open by Tanner: he
doesn't want anyone getting sus-
picious about his war poliey,

Since Churchill had denied that
even Moore-Brabazon stood for
the anti-Soviet policy with which
he was charged, a Laborite, Em-
manuel Shinwell, arose to ask
Churchill if he would state wheth-
er Moore-Brabazon had admitted
making the statement attribated
to him.

“I think that would not he
helpful to the general inter-
est,” was Churchill's interest-
ing reply.

Chuwrehill had said that Moore-
Brabazon’s statement might be
“misconstrued” if “taken out of
its context.” What was it thatg
Moove-Brabazon said that might
be misconstrued this way? Just
what was the context from which
it was taken? Why does Church-

of fighter aireraft to Russia,

ill think it would not be “help-

5((Churchill and Gallacher

|They Mirror The Relations Between The Kremlin and the Demotracles

]

ful to the general interest” to |

state exactly what his Minister's
statement was? The fact that he
does not quote the actual state-
ment made is véry significant.
The likelihood is that it canrct
be repeated without being con-
strued in just the way that Tan-
ner did!

And the maker of this state-
ment whic¢h doess not bear repeti-
tion, remember, “was ang is in
the fullest aceord with this gov-
ernment’s poliey™!

CHURCHILL'S EVIDENCE
Churchill attempts to make up
for not quoting Moore-Brabazon’s
statement by pointing to what
Moore-Brabazon has been doing:
tiat is. he has been at work send-
ing hundreds of planes to the
Soviet Union,  “many of which
have already reached there.”

This  “material s evidence”  of

By DON
ing the party's policies, that's N

ment of differences can be taken

condemning the party’s line in

When the Communist Party publishes a letter condemn-
It's news because such an unprecedented public acknowledg-
spread ferment and discontent within the Stalinist ranks.

Such a discontent is revealed in the Daily Worker, Septem-
ber 6, which publishes a sharp letter from a CP rank-and-filer

Stalinist Draft Policy
‘Shocks’ CP Members

DORE
EWS.

only as the reflection oi wide-

support of the army draft ex-

tension and an elaborate
swer” by Gil Green, Stalinist
youth functionary.

We can take for granted that
if the writér of the létter repre-
sentéd the sentiments of a mere
handful in the Stalinist ranksy
his letter would never have seen
the light of day in the Daily
Worker. He would have been
whisked through a “Moscow
Trial,” branded a “Fifth Column-
ist” and “Trotskyist”, and sum-
marily booted out of the CP. Per-
haps he has been.

Neévertheless, the fact of the
publication of the letter and the
extensive reply — three times the
space of the letter — shows that
the Stalinist leaders are confront-
ed with an internal disquiet of
some scope. This is an attempt
to reply to many who are ask-
ing questions — and a warning,
The letter, signed “S. W.”, de-
clares:

“On the basis of the com-
ments I haye heéard, T beélieve
that most Communists have
been profoundly shocked by the
Party's official swpport of this
bill (Draft Extemsion) this
meadsure has been approved ful-
ly by the Party with no exam-
ination as to its ‘necessity’, and
despite the fact that it i$ clear-
ly a brea¢h of faith. a betrayal
of the youth of Awerica by
the government. as difty and
dishonest a deéal as wak ever
handed to the péople in the
history of this ¢ountry.”

Citing the tremendous mass
resentment — including that of
the draftees themselves — at 1he
draft extension, the letter states:

“The Comimiunist Party cannot
fail to recognize that this feel-
ing of outrage will not be dis-
pcllcd by assurances that this
step was lecessary, but ratheév
that the Party will be included
among those againgt whom this
feeling is difertéd.

“Can thé Party now rangsé it-

“an- :/

Fielding Elliot, who cyniecally
stated: ‘If any of the draftees
believed they wowld be released
at the end of a year, their op-
timism exceeded their judgment'?
Will the Communist Party, in
supporting the government's all-
out-efforts against Hitlerism,
now blindly accept any and every
step now taken by this govern-
ment, necessary or unnecessary,
efficient or inefficient, honorable
or dishonorable?...”

Gil Green’s “reply” to this
pointed letter is typical. It first
twists the letter around and
changes its meaning. The state-
ment that “most Communists
have been shocked by the Party’s
official support of the bill” be-
comes, in Green's reply:

“We grant you, Comrade S.

W., that mnmost Communists
were shocked by the arrogance
of the appeasers, by their near
vietory on this issué, by their
ability to confuse and mislead
many honest people including a
number of progressive Con-
gressmen who should have
known better.”

The Stalinists “answer” sim-
ply by denying the evidence cited
by the letter — that inside and
outside of the CP there is trem-
endous popular opposition to the
draft exténsion.

All this opposition is simply the
work of the “appeasers” who
“confused” and “misled” even
“a nambér of progressive Con-
gressmeén”, The Daily Worker
wants its readers to swallow the
fantastic notion that scores of
pro-war Demoeratic Congression-
al sharpers voted against the
measure because they were “con-
fused” and not for the real rea-
son — that millions of relatives
and friends of the drafteés and
the draftees themseélves put np
such a howl that it scared the
pants off these “progréssive”
Corigressinen,

“tion in the CP (why do they
bother to publish this lefter and
reply?). about the source of the
mass opposition, about why the
Congressmen weresforced to vote
against the draft extension — all
in one paragraph — the Daily
Worker is then foréed to lié about
the “breuch of faith™ of the Ad-
ministration and to ¢over up its
own support of this duplicity.

“We Comriunists told the
country a year ago.. that the
boys would not be hom¢ at the
end of fheir 12 Mmonths of ser-
vice,. We knew -then as we
know now that a modern large-
s¢ale army catinot be hamimer-
ed into shape in fhe Brief span
of one year,"

The Stalinists called Roosevelt
a liar at that timé when he prom-
ised a one-year term of service
not for military-téchnical réasons,
but because they correctly claim-
ed that Roosevelt was dragging
the country into an imperialist
war, and that the draftees would
not be released until that war was
ended. They opposed the Con-
seription Bill and all army ser-
vice,

“QOur hands are therefore free
of any taint of deception,” the
Daily Worker lies.

“READY TO DO
EVERYTHING”

“Will the Communist Party
now blindly accept any and every
step now taken by the govern-
ment .. ?"” asks S. W.

The Daily Worker does not dare
to veply. It merely evades by
stating:

“The armed forces of the na-
tion need many drastic reforms

. But these can only be achieved
by first isolating and defeating
the enemies of the nation...”

The Stalinists- will “reform”
the brass-hat controlled army —
by urging that its ecrifics Dbe
lynched! 3

As for the Communist Party,
it stands “ready to d6 EVERY-
THING to Bring about the mili-
tary destruction of Hitlerisim.”
(Emphasis in the original).

There's your answer, S, W.!
Stalinism stands ready to do
EVERYTHING — ghackle the la-
bor wmovément, back American
capitalist reaction to the Wilt =
in support 6f Américan imperial-

self on the side of Major George

Having lied about the opposi-

ism and its war,

what Moore-Brabazon has been
doing is cited by Churchill as
proof that Moore-Brabazon could
1ot possibly be a supporter of the
poliey attributed to him. But this
is only another and & more art-
ful way of evading the question.

For the sending of aircraft
to the Soviet Union i$ not at
all incompatible with the policy
of so conducting the war that

Both the Soviet and the Ger-
man Armies will be destroyed
and Britain left in a position
to dictate its own terms after
the war,

As a matter of fact, at this
stage of the war, it is perfectly
compatible. At this stage. where
the Soviet Union can use all the
aid it gets, the only logical way
from the viewpoint of the Brifish
imperialigts to carry out a policy
of fighting the most immwediate
danger, the Nazi army, and at the
same time preventing the Red
Arily from mlmmg a  definite
victory, fs "B giving : somie  aid
to the Soviet Unjon — some aid.
enough to continue the war and
weaken Germany, but not enough
to permit the Soviet Union to
win. This is the policy now being
carried out by the "(10]110(‘1:\(’.](,"
imperialists.

And the great crime of the
Stalinists is precisély that they
do not expose this policy of
Churchill, but hide it and call o
the workers to support him be-
¢ause for his own purposes he
sends the USSR a little aid.
Gallacher sensed the evasion,
though he did not eare to éxpose
it, and he asked another question.
He asked if Churchill was pre-
pared to “clear out all those in
the government Whé aré not 100
per cent hehind the Soviet
Union.”

This was too much for Church-
ill, He doés not intend to give
the Stalinists anything but the
privilege of supporting his poli-

cies, This privilege certninly does
not extend as far as permitting
them -to help form those policies.
As for this demand of Gallacher
— it would mean clearing out the
whole pgovernment. including
Churchill himself, for the only
thing that that government
100 per cent behind is the inter-
ests of British imperialism. If
those interests include for the
time being a little aid to the So-
viet Union in veturn for a breath-
ing spell from Hitler, as well us
political sapport by the Stalin-
ists — all right.,

But 100 per cent or even 2 per
c¢ent support of the Soviet Union
is impossible for the forces repre-
sented by Churchill who hates
the workers® state as much today
as he did 22 years age when he
led the interventionist attacks
against it.

CHURCHILL'S REBUFF

So he answered “coldly” and
with contempt: “I do not think
that T should be prepared to re-
ceive guidance in policy or con-
duct from an honorable gendleman
who, it is notorious, has to change
his opinions whenever he is or-
dered to by a body outside this
country.”

Whereupon Gallacher lost his
temper and blurted out some
truths about this red-baiter. De-
manding a withdrawal of this “in-
sulting remark,” he cried out:

“It is a dirty, cowardly, rot-
ten action on the part of the
Prime Minister. It is the action
of a blackguard. It is a foul
and dirty lie.”

But when Gallacher had time
to think it over, he realized that
he had not beenn following tne
Stalinist line of supporting and
covering up Churchill, so ke got
down on his knees and ate hum-
ble pie.

“After very deep reflection
about what occurred this morn-
ing,” he said, “I want to apol-
ogize to you, sir, and to the
House for the offensive words 1
used when I put to you my point
of order, and I want to make

15

Y comn‘lete withdrawal of the of-

fefisive remarks made and direct-
ed toward the Prime Minister.”
In this incident is reflected not
only Churchill's, but the Krem-
lin’s political line as well. Church-
ill hates the Soviet Union and will
make no concessions to it that
will conflict with the interests

of the capifalist class hé¢ repre-

senis. The Stalinists know this,
although they will not admit it
to the workers, and in return for
the &id and promises of aid which
Churchill gives them, they con-
¢eal Churchill’s role and aims, and
call on the British and American
workers to support his imperial-
ist war.

Class conscious workeérs who
want to défend the Soviet Union
can support the political line of
neither. Instead, they must con-
centraté on continuing the class
strugglé in their own country and
fighting for an independent work-

ing class defense of the USSR.
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oldiers stationed in Southern ecamps.
STILL WAITING FOR ACTION!

arid the War Department can talk about defending
democracy when Negro soldiers get Nazi-like treat-

We want an end to diserimination and segre-
gation in the armed forces. Help us by sending
| a postéard ov letter fo the President, the Senators
¢ from your state, representatives from your dis-
’!rlct and Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson.

. The NAACP

! (Space for this advertisement donated by THE ‘ﬂLlTANT )
[ at the request of the NAACP.)
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;We reStill Wamng”

Three weeks dgo, the War Department and
the President promised, after country wide de-
mands, to investigate the racial clashes at Fort
Bragg, N. C., and Camp Robinson; Ark., and to
let the public know thie result. WE'RE STILL
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Three weeks ago, the NAACP, supported by
the Negre press and aroused ndividuals, asked
that a eivilian or civilian-military board be ap-
ointed by the President to investigate the entire
ilitary police set-up and to stop abuse of colored
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‘What Program Will

Rally The Masses
Of Europe?

By

JACK WEBER
Groundswell of Unrest in Europe

The war is at a critical stage in Europe. So-
viet Russia has shown a power of resistance
that has given the greatest encouragement to
the workers and the masses of all countries. In
a material sense also, the war in Russia has en-
couraged the masses in the conquered countries
to rebel against the Nazi conguerors. That is to
say, the Germans have been forced, owing to
their miscalculatioh of the strength of the USSR,
to deplete their forces of occupation in France,
Norway, Yugoslavia, ete. But at the same time
the using up of materials in the Russian campaign
has caused the Nazis to apply even stricter meas-
ures in the conquered territories to assure neé-
essary supplies for their armies. Everything
seems to converge at this time to bring about
a wave of rebellion over Europe against Hitler,

It is not easy to judge how far this unrest
will go, how high the wave of resistance will
rise. Hitler will stop at nothing to maintain his
victorious grip on the throats of all the people
of Europe. Under the conditions of war, it is
not easy for the Frenchmen, the Norwegians,
the Dutch, the Belgians to obtain arms for a
real resistance. However these factors are not
the ones to look at for the time being. Rather
it is the political angle that deserves thought:

A zood deal depends on the further course of
the struggle in the Soviet Union, that is per-
fectly obvious. A servies of sweeping defeats of
the Red Army, should they oceur, would tend to
act as a deterrent and bring about a subdued
mood of the masses of Western Europe. Nat-
urally defeats suffered by Hitler would heighten
the movement for liberation everywhere. Even
the holding back of the German forces and their
bogging down for the Russian winter will keep
he morale of workers everywhere quite high.

But there is far more to the political angle
than these elements of the question of liberation.
t is hardly any kind of program for the future
to base everything on the defeat and the oust-
ing of the fascist conquerors. This aim is com-
mon to all shades of opinion except those who
bank on profiting by the continued domination’
of Hitler. The Norwegian and other Quislings
would fear to see the Germans depart because it
would mean their finish.

Certainly there are many people who think
of liberation from the Nazi yoke in terms of na-
tional liberations. But just what do they mean
by this? Do they meéan the restorvation of the,
nation as it existed just prior to occupation by’
the German armies? In France the old regime.
moved smoothly and direetly into the Petain re-
gime: -Howi mangi Frenchmen today ‘would fight
in order to restore Petain and his adherents #o/
full power over France? Certainly the workers
would have no such aim. Would the workers.
prefer the restoration of power to de Gaulle,
the man who says openly that he hopes to
establish an authoritarian regime of his own —
a pro-allied instend of pro-Hifler kind — after
vietory? It is unlikely that the workers will
become deGaullists on such a program,

The cconémic phase of “restoration” raises the
question of program in even sharper terms. The.
Nazis have taken over most of the industrial life
of the occupied lands. Much of the machinery in
these countries has been shipped off to Germany.,
Goering has used the funds forced out of the-
treasuries of France to buy up many industries.
Shall the workers fight for the restoration of
all plants to the former owners? Who is to pay-
for all this, assuming it could take place? 2

The moment one begins to ask the meaning
of the struggle for national liberation, one finds
that in its place the class struggle intervenes.
There is only one progressive aspect to the strug-
gle waged in these terms: that is the struggle
to defeat the fascists, But to accept the struggle
for national liberation in its old terms means
virtually to restore national capitalism, to re-
store national boundavies, — and on the basis of
a national instead of a foréign fascism.

The Stalinist Program

All reports from the occupied countries today
point to the fact that the masses, aside from
their undying opposition to Hitlerism, are apa-
thetic to the political programs of the capitalists
of whatever shade. They are just as indifferent
to the Stalinist agitation.

For the fact of the matter is that the Stalin-
ists themselves are bankrupt; they can offer no
program because they have none. Stalin has al-
ready announced agreement to the capitalist pro-
gram of the eight points, one of which forbids
his interference in Western European affairs.
For the sake of aid to Russia, we can be sure
that Stalin will abide by this point. In fact he
showed his readiness to do so in advance by his
fear of and incapability of waging a revolution-
ary war. Newsweek in its lgtest issue shows
what is in the mind of the capitalists so far as
pressure on Stalin is concerncd as payment for
aid. It states that Hopkins got agreement from
Stalin to publicly dissolve the CP of the USA
as a token of his sincerity in not calling for or
aiding revolution anywhere. We do not voueh for
the truth of this statement, but we do not ignore
it as a straw in the wind. All that the Stalin-
ists have been able to think of, after the attack
on Russia, has been the revival of the Popular
Front. But the workers have had a thorough
experience of this sell-out to the ecapitalist class.

It follows that what the masses of Europe re-
quire more than anvthing else is leadership, The
workers follow no leadership today. A self-con-
fident, firm, clear-headed revolutionary leader-
ship based on a class struggle program to mobil-
ize the working class for the struggle against
both foreign and native faseism, has the oppor-
tunity today to win the masses in the occupied
countries. What such a leadership must show,

in all its agitation, is that the struggle against

fascism is the struggle dgainst capitalism.
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JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:

1. Military training of workers, financed
by the government, but under control
of the trade unions. Special officers’
training camps, financed by the gov-
ernment but controlled by the trade
unions, to train workers to become
officers.

Trade union wages for all workers
drafted into the army.

Full equality for Negroes in the armed
forces and the war industries—Down
with Jim Crowism everywhere.

A peoples’ referendum on any and all
wars.

Confiscation of all war profits. Expro-
priation of all war industries and their
operation under workers’ control.
For a rising scale of wages to meet the
rising cost of living,.

Workers Defense Guards against vig-
ilante and fascist attacks.

An Independent Labor Party based on
the Trade Unions.

A Workers’ and Farmers’
ment.

Lindbergh And

The ’Isolationists’

At Des Moines last week Lindbergh showed his
utterly reactionary role. The trick he employed
of charging the Jews with responsibility for the
war crisis, is a device borrowed from the Nazis.
Hitler blamed the Jews for German unemployment
and depression and thus distracted thé people from
the fight against capitalism, which is responsible
for depressions. Lindbergh blames the Jews for
the war and thus tries to distract the masses from
the real cause of war, capitalism.

Lindbergh has not yet announced his full pro-
gram, but everything he says fits into a definite
pattern. First his expression of white supremacy
and hatred of the colored races, now his Jew-bait-
ing, tomorrow attacks on the labor movement.
Lindbergh is an American fascist, as we have often
characterized him; he is concerned with utilizing
the masses’ natural hatred of the war solely for
the purpose of building an American fascist move-
ment.

Traditional American “isolationism” is not to be
confused with fascism, but nevertheless there is real
significance in the fact that none of the leading
isolationists have dissociated themselves or in any
way criticized Lindbergh's Des Moines speech.

It is not accidental that, at the same time Lind-
bergh was making his Jew-baiting speech, his
America First colleagues in the Senate were en-
gaged in doing a little baiting themselves: Sena-
tor Nye, for example, was denouncing the motion
picture producers because they were “foreign born.”

“Isolationism” and fascism have this in com-
mon : their main appeal is Lo reactionary suspicions
and nationalist prejudices. “The Western Hemi-
sphere is ours,” they feel, “and only Jews and for-
eigners are interested in what goes on elsewhere.
We are Americans and we have no reason to be
concerned with things that don't happen right
here.” ’

One thing becomes clearer each day — that the
“isolationists” are not a bit better than the war-
mongers.

The masses hate imperialist war and view the
Roosevelt war program with suspicion, and just-
ly so. But they cannot get the answer to the war-
mongers from the isolationists.

IFor the isclationists do not lead a struggle
against the real cause of war. As a matter of fact,
they serve only to distract attention away from
the real cause of war, which must be fully under-
stood before war can successfully be opposed. For
them, Jews cause the war, or foreigners, or Britons
— or anything else but the capitalist system which
is really responsible. ‘

They can infuriate and arouse backward and
narrow-minded elements against the warmongers
with such propaganda, but they can never mobil-
ize them to prevent or end war that way.

The only answer to the war is revolutionary
internationalism which preaches the destruction
of the cause of war, the capitalist system.

The warmongers say |litler is responsible for
the war, so they are taking the people into an
imperialist war against Hitler — but not against
the system that produced both Hitler and the
war. The “isolationists” say the Jews and the for-
eigners in this country are responsible for the war
program of the government, so they are calling
for a struggle against the Jews and the foreigners
in this country — but not against the system that

2.

4.
5.

6.
1.
8.
9.

Govern-

drives the American boss government into the war.
Only the internationalists tell the truth about the
cause of war and rally the masses for the struggle
to destroy it.

Why There Is Unrest
In Occupied Europe

Nazi-occupied Europe continues to be convulsed
by demonstrations against the conqueror. The
waves of mass resistance to [Hitler are increasing
in frequency and violence despite all the fascist
efforts 1o suppress them.

Long before the appearance of the current wave
of unrest, we explained that Hitler would be un-
able to impose his “New Order” upon the sub-
jugated peoples. His pattern for the pacification
of Europe was nothing more than the reduction of
all countries to the status of German satellites
whose function was to serve the master state pos
litically and economically. This meant the most
naked sort of slavery for the masses, a slavery
that required for its imposition the presence of a
continuous and ever expanding German army of
occupation.

Prior to the Nazi invasion of the Soviet Union,
there were only isolated and infrequent manifesta-
tions of resistance. Since the invasion, the mass
actions have grown in scope and intensity to the
point where they constitute a real threat to the
stability of the Nazi European order.

Why this sudden increase in sabotage since Hit-
ler’s attack upon the Soviet Union? Does it mean
that the workers and oppressed middle classes
are merely taking advantage of Hitler’s first mili-
‘tary reverses in order to disorganize his rear? That
must remain a large factor — yes.

But there is another factor. These acts of sabo-
tage are manifestations of European worker soli-
darity with the masses in the Soviet Union, These
acts are blows in defense of the workers’ state.

. The workers of Europe are doing for the Soviet
Union what they failed to do for the “democ-
racies,” they are voluntarily risking their lives.

When they were called upon to take sides be-
tween the “democracies” and the fascists, they
found little to choose. In a struggle between the
fascists and the workers’ state, however, there is
the fundamental choice — the workers against the
bosses.

And the workers have made this choice through
their own understanding of the nature of the op-
posing forces, not through the program of Stalin.
Stalin has failed to clarify the class nature of this
struggle. He says nothing that will offend his
boss allies in Britain and America. He pictures
the struggle of the Soviet masses as but part of
the struggle of the “democracies.”

It is in spite of Stalin that many European
workers understand their stake in the Soviet Union
and act correctly.

Were the Soviet Union under the leadership of
Bolsheviks instead ol the timorous and compromis-
ing bureaucracy, if the propaganda emanating from
the Soviet Union were revolutionary class propa-
ganda — the response of the European workers
would be sufficient to explode the entire continent.

Y

The Issue In The
New York Elections

Practically every leading figure in the Republi-
can Party rallied to support of Mayor LaGuardia
in the New York primaries last Tuesday, includ-
ing those politicians whose candidacy LaGuardia
has opposed in recent years. There was a good
reason for this, although it has been denied by
most of those concerned: they united around La-
Guardia as the local banner-bearer of Roosevelt’s
war policy.

The New York 7imes, which supported La-
Guardia, repeated again and again that “(foreign
policy) is not, and should not be, an issue in this
municipal election.” But Wendell Willkie, who
also supported LaGuardia, was forced to admit
that while he did not like it, the war was the
issue. He said, “Our country’s foreign policy has
no place in a municipal campaign, but Mr, Davies
has made it an issue. . . if he is nominated the
country and the world will interpret his victory
as a repudiation by the Republicans of New York
ol our country's foreign policy . . . For this rea-
son, particularly, 1 shall vote for the nomination
of LaGuardia.”

While it is true that Davies, LaGuardia’s oppo-
nent in the primaries, did try to take advantage
of the masses' opposition to the war, he neverthe-
less conducted his campaign in such a way as to
repel the genuine anti-war sentiments of the peo-
ple. "l want no war,”” was his rallying cry before
the primaries, “unless Congress votes it.”

The war question was a problem at Tammany
Iall too, where the Democratic politicians were
mightily tempted for a time to run their candi-
date, O'Dwyer, on an”isolationist platform. But
in the end they rejected it, preferring to lose some
votes rather than lead even a fake opposition to
the war.

Thus the boss parties have chosen their candi-
dates and their platforms, both pro-war. They
are Irying to take the war as an issue out of the
campaign. Nevertheless the workers who go to
the polls in New York City next November will
have both a candidate and a program to express
their opposition to the war.

The candidate — James P. Cannon, the Trotsky-
ist Anti-War candidate, now awaiting trial in Min-
neapolis on October 20, along with 28 other mili-
tants, because of his irreconcilable opposition to
the imperialist war,

The program — Trotskyism, revolutionary op-
position to the war by a program aimed at taking
power away from the imperialists:and establishing
a Workers’ and Farmers’ Government.

(Continued from Page 4)
dalous artificial shortages in ma-
terials...”

THE ALUMINUM PLAN
N. A. Zonarich, president of
the Aluminum Workers of Amer-
ica, has proposed a plan for the
raising of aluminum production
to 3 billion pounds yearly.
The plan- urges full priorities
in all construction materials for
creation of new aluminum plants;
the use of the Aluminum Com-
pany of America’s plants as a
training school to supply work-
ers for the new factories; a 500%
expansion of the Arkansas baux-
ite mining operations with the
industry council allocating the
material to the companies which
need it. Non-defense rationed.
From the attitude adopted by
the capitalist class to the Reuther
Plan we can get a picture of the
bosses’' attitude toward all these
plans. The organ of the machine
tool industry, the American Ma-
chinist, in its issue of April 2,
1941 says:

“The CIO Reuther (500
planes a day) plan to use De-
troit capacity for aircraft has
been definitely rejected. It was
rejected squarely on its essen-
tial features, trealment of the
auto industry as one firm with
work parcelled out in semi-
compulsory fashion, and labor
participation in management,
rather than on the rather irre-
leyant arguments as to wheth-
er the plan could actually pro-
duce 500 planes a day..."”

According to the capitalist

clasy the question of production

vant.,” (But when an aircraft
union walks out on strike, they
shout to the high heavens at the
lack of patriotism of the work-
ers).
What is “relevant” to the ca-
pitalist class is that it does not
in the least want to share its
power with the workers.
The fact is that the monopolies
do not want even the slightest
infringement of their “right” to
run the industry as they please.
They want to interfere with their
“right” to monopoly profits, cost
what it may to the masses in
unemployment and high prices.
The plan to organize industry
as a unit would mean that the
monopolies would have to give
up some of their backlogs and
contracts and profits to other
concerns not now getting them.

But suppose these plans were
put into practice?

Labor would be outvoted by
two to one on the government-
labor-industry boards on all the
important questions, on all ques-
tions where important interests
of the bosses would be involved.

The plans are all founded om
the illusion that the government
represents an independent factor
in modern society, above the
workers and above the bosses
and impartial so far as both are
concerned. The truth is that the
government represents the capi-
talist class and is concerned first
and foremost with protecting its
interests. Labor would be only a
prisoner on these boards.

Reuther, Murray, Zonarich and
the others who propose these
plans of “co-operation,” are only

of 500 planes a day is “irrele-

Unions Offer Own Plans
For Handling ‘Priorities’

that to the government and the
bosses, “cooperation” means sub-
servience to their profits and in-
terests.

The . profit-mad bosses don't
want proposals to really plan
cconomy — they want only the
right to continuous profits. And
even if any of these plans should
be formally accepted by them,
they would utilize their control
of the boards to see to it that
there would be no interference
with those profits.

Instead of leaving control of
industry in the hands of the
capitalists, where it now is,
and instead of plans to give
control of industry to a coali-
tion of capitalists and govern-
ment representatives, which is
what the Murray and other
plans propose, the unions must
fight for workers’ control of in-
dustry. In this way alone can
they open up the road toward
planned production.

While struggling for this, the
workers must also demand the
sliding scale of hours. All the
work on hand should be divided
among the available workers. To-
tal wages in this period should
not be cut because of the reduc-
tion in hours for each worker.

Although the plans described
do not answer the problems of
production and unemployment,
they do show that labor no
Jonger has any respect or con-
fidence in the ability of capi-
talism to run industry.

What labor needs is & plan to
establish planned production on
a basis of national ownership of
the expropriated war industries,

blinding the workers to the fact

operated under workers' control.

Stalin Moves Against
The ‘Volga Germans’

origin! This monstrous ukase

NECESSARY TO RESETTLE

September 8).

began preparations to exile all
was April, 1917,

Czarist ukase:

sion and which opened up the
in content and national

cow 1939).

Now Stalin reminds the Volga

away.
slaughter their status was that

tion emancipated them.

Soviet republics.
signed a

not fail to underscore that:

“THE PRAESIDIUM OF THE SUPREME
COUNCIL OF THE USSR HAS FOUND IT

GERMAN POPULATION OF THE VOLGA RE-
GIONS TO OTHER DISTRICTS” (N. Y. Times,

During the first world war, bloody Czar Nichol-
as resorted to repressive measures against his
subjects of German birth. Toward the end of
1916, the Czarist regime, fanning racial hatreds,

to Siberia. The date set for this mass expulsion
Here is how Stalin’s official
“Soviet Encyclopedia”, summed up the fate of the

“The overthrow of the autocracy prevented the | ry.
execution of this barbaric measure.
colonists appealed to the Provisional Government
to repeal this law, Kerensky agreed only to ‘sus-
pend the execution of this ukase.
was repealed only by the Great October Socialist
Revolution which put an end to national oppres-

for the development of national culture, socialist
in form”
Sovetskaya Entsiklopedia, vol. 41, p. 595, Mos-

These lines were printed two years ago in
1939 — the year of the Stalin-Hitler pact.

the Czar has found an emulator,

Background of the Volga Germans

The German settlements on the Volga date
back to the middle of the Eighteenth Century
when Catherine the Great invited foreigners to
settle there. Deep in the interior of the country,
this territory of 28,000 square kilometers, now
bordered by Saratov and Stalingrad oblasts
(aveas), is even further removed today from
the arena of militaly operations than it was in
the days of Czar Nicholas. The original settlers
predominantly came — between 1764 and 1864
— from Westphalia, Bavaria, Saxony, Swabia,
Alsace-Lorraine and Switzerland.
originally granted them were gradually pared
At the outbreak of the first imperialist

pressed nationality in what Lenin called “the
Czarist prison of nations.” The October revolu-

The Volga Germans were among the first to
be granted autonomy in the federation of the
On October 19, 1918 Lenin
decree establishing the autonomous
oblast (area) of the Volga Germans. Stalin was
then the Commissar for Nationalities. The above-
quoted article in the “Soviet Encyclopedia” does

“Comrade Stalin paid from the very begin-
ning great attention to the question of self-
determination of the Volga Germans.”

These descendants of the oviginal colonists
fought staunchly against the White Guards. The

may be gauged

reads:

. Accordi
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and 12 per cent

Volga Germans

When the
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broad highway

(Bolshaya
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bankruptey!
Today Stalin

tion reads:
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of another op-
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The Masses of the Volga German Republic Who Defended
The USSR In Civil War Days Are Now Attacked By the Kremlin
By JOHN G. WRIGHT

On September 8/the Kremlin finally made pub-
lic the text of the ukase which exiles Soviet citi-
zens en masse to Siberia because of their racial

extent of their participation in the Civil War

by the fact that in the last year

of the Civil War, the population of this area
dropped from 453,000 in 1920 to less than 350,000
in 1921, i. e.,, a loss of more than 20 per cent.
In 1926 the Autonomous Volga German Socialist
Republic was formally established.

official 1936 figures, the popula-

tion of this territory numbered about 500,000 of
whom a little less than two-thirds (66.4 per cent)
were of German origin; 20.4 per cent, Russians

Ukrainians. Today, there are not

more than 300,000 German-born inhabitants in
this region whose advancement constituted one
of the boasts of Stalin’s regime,

What the Stalinists Said Yesterday

The German-born Volga peasants were only
yesterday hailed as models of collective farming.
The Stalinist tales of successes of mechanized
agriculture in this area would fill a whole libra-
Suffice it to quote the stereotyped panegyr-
ics with which the article in the “Soviet Ency-
clopedia” concludes:

“The further development of the national
economy and culture of Volga German Auto-
nomous Socialist Republic and her rapid pro-
gress to a better and a still happier life
are guaranteed by
tion, by the firm Stalinist leadership of the
Central Committee of the Communist Party
of the Soviet Union and by the boundless
devotion of the toilers of the Autonomous
Volga German Socialist Republic to the
cause of communism.”

In 1941, this Autonomous Republic is abolished
as a danger to the state. What an admission of

the Stalinist Constitu-

violates Article 13 of his own

“Constitution” which “guarantees” the rights of
national minorities. Why? The official explana-

“According to reliable information receiv-
ed by the military authorities, thousands and
tens of thousands of diversionists and spies
among the German population of the Volga

to cause explosions in these

regions at a signal from Germany” (N. Y.

Times, September 8).

Let us grant for the moment that the Kremlin,
contrary to its custom, is this time telling the
Could there be a greater condemnation
of Stalin’s regime than this admission that after
all the “successes” there remain thousands, nay,
tens of thousands who await only a signal from
the Nazis to rise against the Soviet power?
Why should the loyalty of these thousands he
so easily?
propaganda could Hitler expect than that now
supplied him by the Kremlin?

And this ukase comes on the heels of assur- |
ances on the part of all of Stalin’s pen prosti-
tutes that his blood purges and his frameups
have “rooted out the enemies of the people,”

A GPU Confession

The Times dispatch relating to the ukase
against the Volga Germans contains the follow-
ing comment, passed by the Kremlin censors:
“No Germans from the Volga have re-
ported the existence of purportedly large

What better material for

British Bosses Promise

To Stop Sales Of

‘Lend Lease’ Material

By ARTHUR FORD

English Business Victories

When the British capitalists declared war upon
their German rivals, the American bosses saw an
opportunity to oust both of them from the North
and South American markets. The Germans were
driven out carly in the struggle, but the British
have continued to hang on with a determination to
conduct “business as usual,” war or no war. The
increasing bitterness of the struggle has embarrassed
the Anglo-American politicians who are conducting
a war for the “defense of demoeracy,” and would like
to conceal its relation to markets and profits.

According to the N. Y. Times of September 14th,
Roosevelt and Churchill have finally succeeded- in
mediating this dispute and have “reached a compre-
hensive agreement on the question of Britain’s ex-
port trade for the duration of the war.”

Though no details have been officially released,
the Times credits “foreign trade circles” with the
information that henceforth English authorities will
require a “‘certificate of necessity” issued by United
States defense officials before they will issue an ex-
pert permit for products in which lend-lease material
coming from this country is a component part, This
would indicate a substantial victory by American
imperialists over their British rivals.

While the British succeeded in inserting a clause
in the agreement which rejected the theory that Bri-
tain’s trade must be crippled due to the fight against
Hitler, the fact is that the English are to reduce
their exports to the Western Hemisphere by $400,-
000,000 annually. This means American trade will be
increased by that amount.

The Lend-Lease aid to the British war machine
was the principle c¢lub used by the American bosses
to bludgeon the British into these concessions. Threat
to withhold aid was a powerful factor in partially
driving British trade out of the Americas.

The American bosses have, for the past year, been
sweating their workers in stecl, machinery, chemical
products, rubber and cloth, to produce for the British
government. At the same time the British bosses in
these same industries had been producing capital- and
consumer goods which were being used, not for the
war effort, but for export to the Americas at a neat
profit. This rankled the American capitalists.

Last July 6th, the Times wrote, “Indignation...
was generated last week when a manufacturer of hard
rubber goods, who has been compelled to curtail
a rather extensive export business becausc of the
defense program restrictions on raw materials, re-
ceived a letter from an English supplier offering to
furnish finished rubber goods.

“American exporters who recently returned from
Argentina,regorted seeing pre-fabricated steel pipe
stacked up at a plant at Rosario. The Argentine
buyers boasted that the order had been placed at a
price more than 10 per cent below the lowest quoted
by the United States shippers. They reported that
the delivered consignment represented the second at-
tempt by the English to fill the order. The ship
carrying the first consignment was sunk and the or-
der was duplicated and sent on a later boat.”

These incidents were multiplied many times in all
lines of business, and finally drove the American ex-
porters to demand of Roosevelt that he withhold Lend-
Lease aid to Britain until she stopped such compe-
tition.

Reveals Betrayal Of the Workers

This drive for export trade reveals much concern-
ing the ,jnternal situation in England. The British
workers are regimented in the name of the war but
the British bosses are still conducting business as
usual in whatever sphere they can realize the most
profits. The “most desperate hour of British nced”
has not imposed many restrictions upon the big

. manufacturers. While Nazi bombs blasted England’s
production facilities and the workers were forced to
work 70 and 80 hours per week to supply the war
machine, the bosses produced steel for export!

The American bosses desire the defeat of the Ger-
man imperialists first — the British imperialists sec-
ond. And they will not allow, if they can help it,
the defeat of the first to strengthen the second. The
British are playing the same game. They, however,
are in a bad position strategically to conduct a two
front offensive. They are in desperate need of Amer-
ican help in crushing Germany, and they are now
paying through the nose for that help.

Despite this trade agreement, Britain retains a
sizable trade with both North and South America.
During the remainder of the war the American ex-
porters will attempt to whittle her trade down further
and further. The real struggle will come, however,
if they succeed in disposing of Germany. Then Brit-
ish and American imperialists will really come to
grips over the spoils and no holds will be barred.

numbers of dissidents who have been uncov-

ered."”

This terse statement is as revealing as the
tell-tale formulas of the Kremlin concerning “di-
versionists” and “spies.”

Here we have an official admission that the
G. P. U. is uncovering “dissidents” in large num-
bers. In the language of the Kremlin every dis-
sident, everyone critical of Stalin is a “diversion-
i.ft and a spy.” Today they are being discovered
in the Volga region. And tomorrow?

The ukase of August 28 constitutes a “warn-
ing” to all dissidents that they will suffer the
fate of the Volga Germans. Henceforth, every
dissident wherever “discovered” will he officially
linked with ‘“diversionists and spies.” By the
mass expulsion to Siberia of these German-born
Volga scape-goats, Stalin seeks to stir up racial
hatred and with this as a cover to prepare the
ground for similar mass purges in other areas.

But at the same time, the latest ukase of the
Kremlin reveals that the opposition to the bureau-
cratic regime is growing among the population.
The Soviet masses ar® hercically defending the
Soviet Union. They are not fighting for the per-
petuation of the bureaucrats,



