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DEFEND THE SOVIET UNION!
Manifesto Of The Socialist Workers Party

The Soviet Union is in mortal danger! Under the most 
adverse conditions the Soviet masses are heroically defending 
the Workers’ State against imperialist invasion.. The Second 
W orld War, which could have been prevented only by vic­
torious socialist revolution and destruction of world capital­
ism, menaces the very existence of the isolated Workers’ State. 
A ll the warnings of Lenin and Trotsky have come true.

German imperialism seeks to overthrow the October re­
volution and to restore the capitalist system in its degenerate 
fascist form. This is the essential meaning of H itle r’s attack 
on the Soviet Union. Every worker who realizes the signific­
ance of this attack w ill have no hesitation in accepting the 
slogan o f our party:

D efend the Soviet U n ion  at a ll costs and under 
a ll circumstances against im p e ria lis t a ttack!

The Russian working class in October, 1917, established 
a government of Soviets which took the land from the land­
lords and gave it to the peasants, and took the banks, indust­
ries and railroads from the capitalists and placed them— as 
nationalized property—under the management and control of 
the workers. Thereby the Soviets abolished the system of 
private property which permits a handful of capitalists to own 
the wealth of a country and to exploit the vast m ajority of 
the people. This achievement of the October revolution is the 
greatest advance ever made by any people. It proved, beyond 
any refutation, that the working class is capable of taking its 
destiny into its own hands. The unprecedented development 
o f this nationalized property proved for all time the super­
io rity  of socialist methods of production over capitalist 
anarchy.

The productive forces were nationalized by the- Soviets 
o f Workers’, Soldiers’ and Peasants’ Deputies under the lead­
ership o f Lenin and Trotsky. Those Soviets fro longer exist. 
They have been destroyed by the Kremlin bureaucracy, which 
has usurped all political power. But the productive forces are 
today still not in the hands of private owners. This means 
that, in spite of the damage done to the revolution by Stalin 
and his Kremlin clique, the essential conquest of that revo­
lution survives.

I t  is this nationalized property that we call upon the 
workers of the world to defend against every enemy. It is this 
nationalized property which the capitalists of Germany, rep­
resented by Hitler, are out to seize and transform into capital­
ist property. Today, therefore, the main enemy of the Soviet 
workers is German imperialism. Against this enemy must be 
pitted every worker conscious o f the tremendous advance 
which the October revolution made in the progress of man­
kind. Every blow of the Red Army against German imperial­
ism is a blow for the socialist future of mankind. I t  is'the 
duty of every worker to aid the Red Army to victory.

What W e Do Not Defend
The Soviet Union and Stalin’s regime are not at all 

identical. The October revolution was not made for the 
bureaucrats who have usurped the seats of power. In defend­
ing the Soviet Union, we do not defend these usurpers. Stalin 
and his clique have brought the Soviet Union to a point where 
H itle r feels confident that he can in a short time conquer it. 
W ith in the Soviet Union the Stalinist bureaucracy has de­
stroyed every form of workers’ democracy established under 
Lenin and Trotsky. The Cain in the Kremlin has murdered 
the best, the most devoted and most capable Bolshevik lead­
ers of the Soviet workers, and at this very moment keeps im­
prisoned in his dungeons hundreds of thousands of revolu­
tionary workers upon whom lie now perpetrates the last in­
d ign ity  of all— he prevents them from defending the Soviet 
Union arms in hand. Outside the Soviet Union, Stalin strangl­
ed the Chinese revolution and led the whole European labor 
movement to catastrophic defeats. Thus the Soviet Union 
was deprived of its only reliable allies.

By his pact with Hitler, his collaboration with the Nazis 
in dismembering Poland, his 1939 attack on Finland, and his 
leaving H itler free to master Europe, Stalin has alienated 
from the Soviet Union the sympathies of tens of millions of 
workers.

Not for one moment do we suspend our struggle against 
the Kremlin dictator and the bureaucracy which he repre­
sents. For the fact is already evident, and w ill become more 
so with each day, that the Soviet workers must rid themselves 
o f this bureaucracy and re-establish workers’ democracy in 
order to assure victory against the Nazi armies. The over­
throw of Stalin by the workers is demanded by the needs of 
the struggle to save the Soviet Union. We are confident that 
the Russian workers who made three revolutions in the space 
of twelve years— 1905, February 1917, October 1917—w ill 
rise again to the level of their great revolutionary traditions.

Stalin must be overthrown— but .only by the working 
class. His overthrow by H itler would mean restoration of 
capitalism. For the sake of the Soviet Union and of the World 
Socialist Revolution, the workers’ struggle against the Stal­
inist bureaucracy must be subordinated to the struggle against 
the main enemy— the armies of H itler Germany. Everything 
that we say or do must have as its primary object the victory 
o f the Red Army.

The Soviet Union can be best understood as a great trade

“ W orke rs ! The defense o f the USSR is no t 
a p a r lo r  phrase. . .The in te rna tiona l defense o f  
the USSR is dependent upon the in te rna tiona l 
re vo lu tiona ry  struggle o f  the w o rk in g  class. 
W here the b lood  and fa te  o f  m illio n s  are at 
stake, the greatest c la r ity  is needed. Nobody to ­
day is rende ring  be tte r service to  the class enemy 
than the S ta lin is t apparatus w h ich  in  the struggle 
fo r  the rem nants o f its  prestige is sowing con­
fus ion  and chaos everywhere!

“ Weeks and m onths are approaching when 
every re vo lu tion is t w il l have to  show what he is 
w o rth . C arry the ideas o f M arx ism  and Len in ism  
in to  the ranks o f  the advanced workers. H e lp  the 
in te rn a tio n a l p ro le ta rian  vangfiard fre e  titself 
fro m  the s tra itjacke t o f  the insensate S ta lin is t 
bureaucracy*

“ W hat is invo lved  is no sm all m a tte r: i t  is 
the fa te  o f  the USSR and the w o rld  p ro le ta rian  
re vo lu tio n  •”  LEON TROTSKY

union fallen into the hands of corrupt and degenerate leaders. 
Our struggle against Stalinism is a struggle within the labor 
movement. Against the bosses we preserve the unity of the 
class front, we stand shoulder to shoulder with all workers. 
The Soviet Union is a Workers’ State, although degenerated- 
because of Stalinist rule. Just as we support strikes against 
the bosses even though the union conducting the strike is un­
der the control of Stalinists, so do we support the Soviet Union 
against imperialism. Despite imprisonment and repression, 
our comrades in the Soviet Union, the hounded Trotskyists, 
w ill prove to the Soviet masses that the Trotskyists are the 
best fighters against the capitalist enemy.

Defense O f The USSR 
Against Its Capitalist Allies

Churchill has'indicated that he w ill consummate some 
form of m ilita ry  alliance with the Kremlin. When the United 
States reaches the “ shooting war’’ stage, Roosevelt w ill like­
wise enter into a formal alliance.

The Soviet Union is now compelled by sad necessity to 
seek these alliances. That is necessitated by the isolation and 
weakness of the Soviet Union. What, however, shall be the 
attitude of the working class toward the Soviet Union’s capi­
talist allies? The Communist International today evades 
answering the fundamental question; tomorrow it  w ill answer 
it as in the period of the Franco-Soviet pact— calling upon 
the workers to support the imperialist war of the "democr 
racies.”

We warn the workers: the "democratic”  a lly is just as 
hostile to the nationalized property of the Soviet Union as 
is the fascist enemy. Roosevelt and Churchill w ill seek two 
things at the same time: the defeat of their German imperial­
ist rival, and also to prevent the Soviet Union from strength­
ening itself through victory. Even at the cost of weakening 
their fight against their imperialist rival, Roosevelt and 
Churchill w ill try  to hold down the world Working class, 
including the Soviet Union.

The chief contradiction in modern society, we have said 
since 1917, is between the Soviet Union and the imperialist 
world. 'That still holds true. Special circumstances now, as 
during the time of the Stalin-Laval pact, bring about an al­
liance between the Soviet Union and capitalist countries. Not 
the least o f these circumstances is that Stalin’s reactionary 
policy lessens capitalist fears of the revolutionary role of the 
Soviet Union and weakens the effect of the example of the 
October revolution. But only for the time being is the funda­
mental antagonism between the Soviet Union and Anglo- 
American imperialism relegated to the background.

The fundamental antagonism remains and w ill come to 
the fore precisely i f  the "democracies”  begin to win. Only a 
week ago the sober spokesman o f American, monopoly, the 
New York Times, said about the Soviet Union: “ The democ­
racies, having got rid of dictatorship in Germany, would 
hardly support dictatorship elsewhere.”  The Times has not 
unsaid this vicious threat, any more than Churchill unsaid 
his enmity to the Soviet Union. Kerensky, the representative 
of Russian "democratic”  capitalism, hails the democracies 
for agreeing to “ help” the Soviet Union; “ a victory of the 
democracies,”  he says, "would end in the collapse of the Soviet 
regime” — that is, in the restoration of capitalism. The Vatican 
announces it  is training priests for work in Russia in case of 
a “ change” —which it anticipates whether the fascist or the 
democratic imperialisms become masters of Europe. Irrecon­
cilable proletarian opposition to the imperialist allies of the 
Soviet Union offers the only guarantee that the workers w ill 
be on guard to save the Soviet Union from destruction at the 
hands of the victorious "democracies.”

H itler understands very well that the fundamental an­
tagonism of modern society is between the Soviet Union and 
the capitalist world. While alluding to an alleged agreement 
between Britain and the Soviet Union as one of his pretexts 
for the invasion, H itle r’s main war-cry is that he is saving 
Europe from Bolshevism. While preparing for the contingency 
of waging a full-length war against a Soviet-British alliance, 
H itler is also exploring the possibility that he w ill secure a 
free hand against the USSR. It is plain that he has hopes of 
forcing a peace in the west during the course of his war against 
the Red Army.

H itle r’s role as guardian of Europe against Bolshevism 
brought him rich dividends from Chamberlain. The party of

Chamberlain is still at the helm in England. The main driving 
force in H itle r’s decision to invade the Soviet Union was un­
doubtedly the wheat, oil and other raw materials which he 
needs for a long war. But he also hopes that his anti-Bolshevik 
slogans w ill again win him an understanding with his imper­
ialist rivals.

Thus far Churchill, representing at present the most im­
portant section of British imperialism, has rejected the per­
spective of negotiating a peace. Churchill and Roosevelt fear 
H itler more than Stalin. However, the powerful groups of im ­
perialists in England and here who are anxious to make peace 
with H itler w ill now redouble their efforts to win the British 
and American governments to their program.

Appeasement gains m ightily from H itle r’s assault on the 
Red Army, for the basic motivation of the appeasers is a be­
lief in capitalist solidarity against the workers o f the world. 
The real fight against the appeasers is not aided by those who 
fine up with the capitalist'war-mongers. Those who subordin­
ate the working class to the governments of the "democra­
cies”  make it that much easier for the Roosevelts and Churc­
hills to come to an agreement with the appeasers without any 
fear of a vigilant and independent working class movement.

For Revolutionary War
To ra lly the utmost energies of the Soviet masses, to ra lly 

arourtd the Soviet Union the masses of all countries, to arouse 
in the German proletariat the determination at all costs to 
undermine and sabotage the Nazi war machine— these tasks of 
the hour require a policy in the Bolshevik spirit of Lenin and 
Trotsky, tribunes o f the people summoning the whole world 
to revolt. Nothing could be further from this than the state­
ment of Molotov upon the outbreak of hostilities.

It could have emanated from the most conservative cap­
italist regime in the world. There is in it not a word of appeal 
to the world masses; nor a word about socialism or the tradi­
tions of the October revolution. Molotov seeks to inspire the 
Soviet masses by reminding them that "This is not the first 
time that our people have had to deal with the attack of an 
arrogant foe.”  That is true. Enshrined forever in the hearts 
o f the working class arc the successes o f Trotsky’s Red Army 
in beating back on twenty-two fronts the armies of the im­
perialist world. But that is not the tradition that Molotov is 
talking about! His tradition now is “ our people’s reply was 
war for the fatherland” — against Napoleon! In this avoid­
ance of the traditions of the October revolution, Molotov re­
veals the character of the Kremlin regime, its fear of the 
masses and their revolutionary heritage.

In everything it  does the Stalinist bureaucracy indicates 
its lack of trust in and fear of the great masses. Lt is to the 
capitalist masters that the Kremlin looks for aid. In his policy 
Stalin finds a place for the masses only as so many pawns 
whom he can yield to the bourgeois masters as payment for 
collaboration. T he Soviet broadcasts of Churchill’s speech 
onlitted Churchill’s anti-Communist statements: Stalin is al­
ready dressing up the leader of British imperialism.

The Kremlin bureaucracy is interested only in maintain- 
• ing its privileges, at no matter what cost to the Soviet and 
world masses. Stalin gave H itler everything that he could, so 
long as these concessions did not directly involve the surrender 
of the power and position of the bureaucracy.

In the light of his fundamental policy, Stalin surely w ill 
not carry on this w'ar as it ought to be carried on— as a war in 
which the Soviet Union, though taking advantage of all aid 
from H itle r’s imperialist enemies, plays the independent role 
of a Workers’ State, rallies the world masses to the banner of 
socialism, calls upon the working masses of Germany to over­
throw' H itler and capitalism and to join in an alliance with 
the Soviet Union. Stalin represents, the antithesis to such a 
revolutionary policy, lie has crushed that policy wherever he 
could, inside and outside the Soviet Union.- He has murdered 
its best representative, Leon Trotsky.

Workers and peasants of the Soviet Union! We appeal 
to you in the name of our martyred leader, Comrade T ro t­
sky. His voice would now be urging you on to revolutionary 
war against Hitler. This was the hour of danger which T ro t­
sky was destined to turn into the hour of proletarian triumph 
— but his noble and heroic mind was crushed by Stalin’s pick­
axe. Since he has been denjed the happiness of participating 
in your decisive battles and final victory, let Trotsky hence­
forth participate invisib ly in your struggle. Let his voice,

stilled by Stalin but liv ing on in the movement which bears 
his name, advise you in your struggle for a better world. 
Avenge his death by destroying Hitler, overthrowing the Cain 
in the Kremlin, and reviving the Soviet democracy which 
in the heroic years of the October revolution made possible 
the victory over imperialist intervention. -

Revolutionary workers of America! In the defense of the 
Soviet Union, c larity is necessary above all.

The Communist Party
What has been happening in the Soviet Union may be 

unknown to you, but you have evidence at hand to show you 
that Stalinism is incapable of leading the defense of the 
Soviet Union. You have the evidence of the Stalinist organ, 
the D aily  Worker. Until after the invasion began, the D aily  
Worker had not one word to say to warn and arouse the work­
ers about the danger of a Nazi attack. On the contrary, i t  
branded “ the extravaganzas now being dressed up as ‘news’ 
of a crisis between Germany and the Soviet Union as “ W all 
Street”  lies "designed to give the impression that the Soviet 
Union is ‘weak’ and that it is ‘ isolated.’ "  Stalin's vainglorious 
boasting about the great gains resulting from the Stalin- 
H itler pact, and his pretense that the pact was forced upon 
H itler by the might of the Red Army, dictated the D aily  
Worker's conspiracy of silence about the terrible danger con­
fronting the Soviet Union.- Moreover the D a ily  Worker’s ed­
itors— believing that Stalin would enter into still another 
agreement with H itler— denounced tKe reports of impending 
Nazi-Soviet war as designed "to  discredit such further steps 
for the advancement o f peace and for the safeguarding o f 
Soviet neutrality that the Soviet Union may take.”  This lying 
and stupid policy, dictated by the Kremlin, left the members 
of the Communist Party more unprepared for the terrible 
news than any other group of the population.

The Communist Party is not an independent revolution­
ary party which boldly speaks out in the interests of the in­
ternational working class. On the contrary, it is merely the 
supine agent of the Kremlin bureaucrats. Precisely now, when 
one of the main duties of a genuine revolutionary party is to 
speak out and warn the workers o f England and America to 
be on guard against the capitalist "allies”  of the Soviet Union, 
the Stalinist parties are beginning to shift their line toward 
open support of the imperialist war waged by these capital­
ists. The instructions they w ill receive from the Kremlin w ill 
be in the spirit of the “ editing”  o f Churchill’s speech by the 
Moscow broadcasters: to dress up the "democratic”  imper­
ialists as progressive friends of the Soviet Union. The Stal­
inist parties tomorrow w ill "discover”  that the imperialist war 
is no longer imperialist. They w ill drop their pseudo-militancy 
in the trade unions. They w ill sing Roosevelt’s praises again 
as loudly as they did in 1936. They w ill, in a word, do their 
utmost to deliver the workers bound hand and foot to 
Churchill and Roosevelt, as Stalin’s cynical payment to the 
imperialists for an alliance.

The Main Tasks O f The 
American Working Class

Every worker must defend the Soviet Union as a class 
duty. The revolutionary worker cannot accept the corrupt 
and opportunistic line of the Stalinists. He defends the na­
tionalized property of the Soviet Union and not the Kremlin 
bureaucrats. He defends the Soviet Union because capitalism 
has been overthrown there. He can under no circumstances 
support the imperialist war of Britain and the United States, 
no more than he would support the imperialist war of Nazi 
Germany. The revolutionary worker understands that i f  
Churchill and Roosevelt find themselves allied to the Soviet 
Union that does not change by one iota the reactionary char­
acter of the war that Churchill and Roosevelt are waging.

The workers must fight fascism to the death— but the 
imperialist war of Britain and the United States is not a war 
against fascism, it  is a war against their imperialist rivals. 
The only way the workers can fight against fascism is to take 
the power and establish a Workers and Farmers Government 
in the United States. Only such a socialist government would 
be a real a lly  o f the Soviet Union.

Meanwhile the method to defend the Soviet Union is to 
continue the class struggle against the imperialists. Defend the 
workers’ rights against government strikebreaking! Build the 
power o f the working class until it becomes the governmental 
power. That is the best service which the American workers 
can render to their brothers in the Soviet Union.

Defend the Soviet Union! Defend the conquests o f the 
October revolution!

Down w ith the Stalinist bureaucracy that weakens the 
Soviet Union!

Revolutionary war to the death against fascism!
Against all the imperialists in this war!
On guard against the capitalist allies of the Soviet Union!
For a Workers and Farmers Government, the only re­

liable ally of the Soviet Union!
Long live the world socialist revolution!
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Tobin Sends 300 Hoodlums Into Minneapolis
-----------------------------------------  ©_-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

His Thugs Attack 
544-CIO Men
CIO Drivers Challenge Tobin To Agree To 
NLRB Election Which W ill Prove That 
544-CIO Is Choice Of Minneapolis Drivers

M INNEAPOLIS, June 23— The 5.000 truck-drivers of 
Minneapolis, who voted overwhelmingly on June 9th to quit the 
AFL and join the CIO, are being subjected to unprecedented at­
tacks of violence and intim idation by not less than 300 hood­
lums imported here by Tobin’s Teamsters International and 
the AFL.

Tob in ’s representatives have publicly announced that CIO 
truck-drivers w ill not be permitted to drive on the streets and 
highways and that a local and national AFL boycott w ill be im­
posed on any truck operated by a CIO driver. This boycott is 
already in fu ll force.

Since the drivers voted to go CIO, one or more International 
Representatives from v irtua lly  every A FL union in Minneapolis 
has arrived here to join the campaign and put pressure upon 
A F L  locals to boycott CIO drivers. Tobin and the AFL have 
poured into this light against Local 544-CIO more men and more 
money than they ever mustered against Henry Ford or any other 
big open-shop employer.

W illiam  Green himself has sent in several personal repre­
sentatives who are ac tive ly  col-S^ 
la b o ra tin g  in the d irec tion  o f th is  
an ti-C IO  cam paign. Am ong them  
is  M eyer Lew is, W estern D irec to r 
o f  O rgan iza tion  fo r  thè A F L , who 
led the f ig h t  aga inst the M in ­
neapolis tru c k -d riv e rs  in  1936.

Scores o f ears, c a rry in g  crews 
o f  A F L  s trong -a rm  men, have 
been c ru is in g  th rou gh  the w are­
house d is tr ic ts  and the la rg e r 
p lan ts  d u rin g  the la s t few  days, 
ra id in g  local tru ck -te rm in a ls , 
d ra g g in g  men o f f  tru cks  in  the  
streets, and, a t the p o in t o f kn ife  
and gun, fo rc in g  CIO  members 
to  w ear A F L  team sters’ buttons 
and sign A F L  pledge cards. The 
m a in  caravan o f th is  squadron 
consisted o f several autos w ith  
M ich igan  license plates bearing 
about 20 hoodlums, who surround­
ed in d iv id u a l members o f Local 
544-CIO, beat them  up, and 
tossed them  in to  the streets.

A F L-B O S S  A L L IA N C E
The leaders o f th is  A F L  cam­

pa ign are w o rk ing  in  open co l­
lusion w ith  the em ployers to 
break Local 544-CIO and com­
pel the  CIO  employees to  jo in  
the  A F L  o r lose th e ir  jobs. ' 
Several C IO  members were re ­
fused th e ir  pay-checks th is  
week-end by th e ir  bosses u n t il 
they had signed A F L  cards. 
The m ost ac tive  C IO  m ilita n ts  
are the m ain v ic tim s  o f th is  
v ic ious cam paign and a number 
o f them  have already been 
fired .
Tobin and the A F L  have a b ig  

batt'e ry o f loca l and im ported  
lega l ta le n t headed by A F L  Gen­
e ra l Counsel Joseph Padway, who 
is  personally d ire c tin g  the lega l 
assau lt aga inst Local 544-CIO 
and has a lready succeeded in  ob­
ta in in g  a cou rt order e jec ting  the 
un ion fro m  its  long-established 
headquarters a t 257 P lym outh  
Ave., and seizing its  records and 
p ro pe rty . The police dispossessed 
Local 544-CIO fro m  its  headquar­
te rs  la s t Tuesday in  the m id s t o f 
an im p o rta n t and serious s tr ike  
action  aga inst the fu rn itu re  em­
ployers.

544 A N S W E R S  T O B IN
In  a s ta tem ent to the press. 

Local 544-CIO ’s E xecu tive Board 
po in ted ou t the outrageous char­
ac te r o f T ob in ’s action. “ The 
p ro p e rty  concerned belongs to  
the  m em bership o f Local 544 
who voted by overw helm ing m a j­
o r i ty  a t a re g u la r m eeting to d is ­
a ff il ia te  fro m  the In te rn a tio n a l 
B rotherhood o f Team sters, A F L ; 
jo in  the CIO  and take w ith  them 
a ll th e ir  p ro pe rty , o ffice equip­
m en t and supplies. A l l  these as­
sets have been bought and pa id 
fo r  over long years o f w o rk  and 
s trugg le  by the members o f our 
local union.

“ T ob in ’s in te rn a tio n a l 'd id  no t 
g ive  a penny tow ard  the purchase 
o f these physica l assets. They 
were purchased exclus ive ly  from  
the m oney raised by our men 
here. I t  w i l l  be c lear to  a ll th a t 
Tob in  has no t the  s ligh te s t m ora l 
r ig h t  to  a piece o f paper o r a 
postage stam p be longing to Local 
544-CIO. W e are advised by com­
pe ten t counsel th a t he is en titled  
to  receive no th in g  more than his 
c h a rte r and w hatever per cap ita  
ta x  is due to  the In te rn a tio n a l 
up to  the date o f ou r break w ith  
the  A F L  and entrance in to  the 
CIO.

“ E ve ry  penny owed on th is  per 
cap ita  ta x  has been paid by us. 
The sum to ta l o f the pe r cap ita  
ta x  we have paid in to ’ the In ­
te rna tion a l treasu ry  over the past 
seven years am ounts to m ore 
than  $130,000. T h is  is the equiva­

le n t o f about th ree  years sa la ry  
and expenses fo r  Tobin. Tobin 
the re fo re  has no moral- o r legal 
c la im  upon any o f the  rem a in ing  
assets o f Local 544-CIO.”

BOSSES G E T IN JU N C T IO N S
In  obvious collusion w ith  Pad­

way, who has conferred frequ en t­
ly  w ith  Samuel Levy, a tto rn ey  
fo r  the C itizen ’s A lliance  du rin g  
the 1934 tru c k  s tr ik e  and now 
counsel fo r  the Associated In ­
dustries, em ployers’ groups have 
tied up Local 544-CIO w ith  a 
whole ne tw ork  o f in junctions p ro­
h ib it in g  s tr ik e  action.

300 employees o f 19 M inneap­
olis fu rn itu re  stores were called 
ou t on s tr ik e  by Local 544-CIO 
la s t Tuesday, a fte r  the fu rn itu re  
em ployers had refused to  renew 
th e ir contracts. W hen the fu r n i­
tu re  w orkers  responded 100% to 
th is  call, the fu rn itu re  dealers 
w ent in to  the courts and obtained 
an in ju n c tio n  aga inst the s t r ik ­
ers on the ground th a t  the y  did 
not know  w hether to  deal w ith
the CIO o r the A F L .

. . . .  > . -
544 D E M A N D S  E L E C T IO N

Local 544-CIO blasted th is  con­
ten tion  o f the fu rn itu re  dealers 
by po in tin g  to  the complete shu t­
down o f th e ir  tru c k in g  opera­
tions. However, the police kep t 
serv ing  re s tra in in g  orders upon 
the p a tro lin g  pickets.

In  v iew  o f th is  s itua tion , the 
fu rn itu re  w orkers  voted to re tu rn  
to -work and Local 544-CIO in ­
structed its  a tto rneys to  app ly  
to the State Labor Board fo r  im ­
mediate in du s try -w ide  elections 
to  ascerta in  the choice o f the 
w orkers fo r  th e ir  ba rga in ing  
agent in  ne go tia tin g  contracts 
w ith  the employers.

“ T h is  action is taken,”  Local 
544-CIO said,”  to  p u t an end to 
the confusion w h ich has been 
created by the  contention o f the 
em ployers th a t they do no t know 
who represents th e ir  workers, 
and th e ir  a ttem p t to  evade nego­
tia tio n s  by lega l technica lities. 
The question o f w h a t un ion ac­
tu a lly  represents the w orkers 
can be r ig h t fu l ly  decided on ly  by 
the w orkers  themselves. They 
have already expressed th e ir  
choice by v o tin g  by an over­
w he lm ing  m a jo r ity  in a free, de­
m ocra tic and re g u la r m eeting fo r  
Local 544-CIO. F u rth e r confirm a­
tion  o f th is  a tt itu d e  has been 
m ost conv inc ing ly  provided by 
the action o f the employees o f 
19 fu rn itu re  firm s in  unanim ously 
responding to  the s tr ik e  ca ll o f 
Local 544-CIO.

“ The w o rke rs ’ choice o f Local 
544-CIO has been challenged by 
the em ployers as w e ll as by the 
im ported agents o f T ob in ’s In ­
te rna tion a l U n ion  a ffilia te d  w ith  
the A F L , who are conn iv ing  w ith  
the em ployers to  th w a r t the w ill 
o f the  w orkers  and force em­
p loyer-d ic ta ted contracts upon 
them. These im ported agents of 
Tobin are a lready a tte m p tin g  to  
c ircum vent the dem ocratic choice 
o f the w orkers by v io le n t in te r ­
ference w ith  the opera tion of 
trucks  by 544-CIO members.

“ Local 544-CIO proposes to  
meet th is  challenge by ca lling  
fo r  a general election. We hope 
the em ployers and the A F L  
agents w i l l  g ive th e ir  im m ediate 
assent to  these elections so th a t 
the dem ocratic choice o f the 
w orkers themselves w il l  pre­
va il. W e on our p a rt are ready 
fo r  th is  te s t and have no doubt 
about its  outcome.”
Joseph Casey o f San Francisco, 

who is in  charge o f  T ob in ’s cam ­

O ne O f H it le r ’ s M ain  Goals

The Soviet Baku o il fie lds, among the richest in  the w o rld , are one o f the m ain  spoils o f war 
sought by H itle r . H it le r ’ s huge mechanized legions re in  desperate need o f o il,  and he hopes to get the 
Baku fields, pa rt o f w h ich are shown in  th is  p ic tu re .

FDR Tries To Prevent
Negro March On Capital

*

Administration Men Exerting A ll Possible Pressure To Get 
March Leaders To Abandon The March Even At This Late Date

B y A L B E R T  P A R K E R  <t>~
As the day of the July 1st Negro March on Washington 

draws closer, numerous attempts are being made to exert pressure 
on the organizers of the march to call it  off.

These attempts include “ advice”  and hardly-veiled threats 
from so-called friends, government officials and Negro mis- 
lcaders.

The coming March on Washington has the government 
worried. It w ill be a strong and telling condemnation of the 
hypocritical talk about saving the world for democracy. The 
refusal to grant the just and simple demands of the marchers 
w ill  be a real eye-opener to hun-®- 
tlreds o£ thousands o f Negroes as 
to the true  character of the Roos­
evelt ad m in is tra tion  and the war 
i t  is preparing.

The m ain gun in  th is  drive  to 
s tif le  the March was fired by 
Roosevelt h im self, in  his memor-

andum to the OPM on Negro em­
ploym ent.

Roosevelt hoped th a t th is ' me­
m orandum  would sa tis fy  the lead­
ers o f the March and persuade 
them  to call o ff the march.

B u t the leaders of the March

pa ign here, opposed these elec­
tions in  the fo llo w in g  statem ent: 
“ One does no t f l ip  a coin to de­
te rm ine  w hethe r o r no t another 
person is en titled  to possession 
o f one’s own belongings.”

Local 544-CIO blasted Casey’s 
s ta tem ent as a m ost convincing 
ind ica tion  o f the fa c t th a t the 
A F L  does no t possess the  con­
fidence o f the M inneapo lis tru c k - 
d rivers. Casey’s contem ptuous re ­
m ark, they said, “ expresses the 
a ttitu d e  o f slave-owners and the 
overseers o f slave-owners”  to­
wards the workers. A  secret and 
dem ocratic indus try -w ide  election 
would soon determ ine th a t the 
CIO was the choice o f the over­
whelm ing mass o f the M inneap­
olis tru c k -d rive rs  and would d is­
pose o f Casey’s cla im s to  “ be­
long ings”  w h ich he does no t pos­
sess.

Local 544-CIO’s app lica tion  fo r  
a labo r board election was fo l­
lowed by an in tensified cam paign 
o f gangste r invasions o f w a re ­
houses and te rm ina ls  and by 
Casey’s cyn ica l com m ent: “ The 
elections are a lready ta k in g  
place.”

S T A L IN IS T S  A ID  T O B IN
A dd itio n a l assistance to th is  

a ll-o u t cam paign to  break Local 
544-CIO has come fro m  the S ta l­
in is t leaders among the local and 
state C IO  Councils. Toge ther 
w ith  Tobin and the bosses they 
have launched v io le n t a ttacks 
upon 544’s leadership and have 
sabotaged e ffo r ts  to  sw ing the 
fu l l  fo rce  o f the M innesota CIO 
movem ent behind the tru c k - 
d rivers.

A t  a mass m eeting which 
opened the A F L ’s te rro r is tic  
campaign, Casey, T ob in ’s rep re ­
sentative, made good use o f the 
S ta lin is t propaganda. In  an e f­
fo r t  to  prove th a t the present 
s trugg le  is n o t a C IO -A F L  f ig h t 
between reac tiona ry  bureaucrats 
and m il ita n t  trade-un ion is ts , bu t 
a f ig h t between “ Am ericans”  and 
“ subversive elem ents” , Casey de­
clared: “ We have i t  cm good au­
th o r ity  th a t the S tate CIO was 
not in  fa vo r o f the p rogram  th a t 
has been perpetra ted and th row n  
in to  th e ir  laps in  M inneapolis.”  
(As i f  to underscore h is ignorance, 
in  the ve ry  next sentence Casey 
said: “ I f  the leadership o f 544 
can do th is , they can some day 
easily announce w ith o u t consult­
in g  you th a t 544 is a p a r t o f the 
Com m unist P a rty .” ) D e s p i t e  

th e ir  condem nation o f “ commun­

is ts ,”  the A F L  reactionaries do 
no t hesitate to  bo rrow  weapons 
fro m  the S ta lin is ts  to  use a g a ins t 
a n ti-S ta lin is t trade-un ion m il i­
tan ts.

C IO  U N IO N S  FOR 544
B y no means the whole o f the 

C IO  m ovem ent is suppo rting  the 
S ta lin is ts  in  th e ir  a ttack. The 
T w in -C ity  Newspaper Guild, the 
S tru tw e a r H os ie ry  U nion, the 
M o lde r’s Section o f the ' U n ited  
E le c trica l W orkers  and o ther CIO 
bodies have welcomed Local 544 
in to  the CIO  ranks.

The le tte r  fro m  the S tru tw e a r 
U n ion stated th a t:  “ Branch 38 
s t i l l  remembers the m ilita n t  as­
sistance g iven us by you r union 
when the chips were down and no 
holds were barred. Y o u r Union 
played a m a jo r p a r t in  m aking  
M inneapolis the U n ion  Town i t  is 
today. N o one can speak o f 
Unions w ith o u t m en tion ing  your 
U n ion, Local 544.”

T O B IN  S P E N D IN G  A  
F O R T U N E

Tobin and the A F L  have con­
centrated tremendous forces and 
resources in  M inneapolis to 
smash Local 544-CIO. In te rn a ­
tio n a l organizers have been sent 
in  by the score fro m  po in ts as 
fa r  d is ta n t as Pennsylvania and 
the P acific  Coast. H . L . W ox- 
bu rg  o f Denver, another o f Tob­
in ’s personal representatives 
here, sta ted th a t “ Tob in  is go ing 
to  take the  band o f f  h is bank­
ro l l. ”  Th is s k in - f l in t  d ic ta to r, who 
would no t spend a penny to  ex­
tend the team sters’ o rgan iza tion  
and pay s tr ik e  benefits, is p re ­
pared to “ hoot the w o rks”  
aga inst any rebellion among his 
chatte ls.

A la rm ed by  the  sweep o f the 
rebellion aga inst them  and aware 
o f the d iscontent sm oldering in  
th e ir  ranks, Tobin and the A F L  
offic ia ldom  are exe rting  every e f­
f o r t  to  crush in  one overwhelm ­
ing  b r ifta l assault the popu lar 
m ovem ent o f tru ck -d  r i v e r s  
th roughou t the na tion  towards 
the CIO. which has been launched 
and led by  Local 544 in  M in ­
neapolis. The whole force o f the 
A F L  bureaucracy has been mob­
ilized fo r  the  f ig h t aga inst a 
s ingle local union. W ha t a tr ib u te  
to  Local 544!

In  the face o f the overwhelm ­
in g  odds, the M inneapolis team ­
sters are p u ttin g  up a m a g n ifi­
cent s trugg le  and have s tronger 
m ora l support than  ever among 
the ra n k  and file .

ju s t could not do th is, when so 
l i t t le  had actua lly  been offered 
by Roosevelt.

A N S W E R S  TO  R O O S E V E LT

A. P h ilip  Randolph declared: 
"T he  statem ent of the President 
is one w h ich  was expected 10 
m onths ago. I t  has no teeth in 
i t  and its  not a proclam ation or 
executive order w h ich would give 
assurance of discontinuance of dis­
c rim ina tio n . Therefore the m ob il­
iza tion  e ffo rt fo r the m arch on 
W ashington is being redoubled.”

W a lte r W h ite  o f the NAACP 
stated th a t "the  president's state­
m ent is about s ix  m ouths late. 
W hat Negroes w ant now is ac­
tion , not words.”

L a te r in  the week, u n fo rtu n ­
ate ly, both Randolph and W hite  
began to give in  a l i t t le  under 
the pressure of W ashington but 
both s t i l l  asserted tha t the march 
would go th rough  as planned. 
Randolph said: " I t  is not on ly  the 
president who m ust be impressed 
w ith  the g ra v ity  of the Negro s it ­
ua tion . . . ”  W h ite  said: "The
president’s memorandum, sound 
and democratic, in  princip le , is too 
l i t t le  when one considers the areas 
i t  leaves untouched, and comes 
too la te to convince the Com m it­
tee tha t a mass dem ontration isn ’ t 
needed to dram atize race d isc rim ­
ina tion  in  the na tion ’s life ."  A fte r 
a ll, Randolph and W hite  were also 
under pressure from  the Negro 
people who w ant the march.

MASSES FOR M A R C H
An example of how the masses 

responded to the cry  tha t the Roos­
evelt memorandum was a v ic to ry  
was shown in  the statement by 
one of the rank-and-file members 
of the H arlem  March committee 
who said: "Even i f  th is  is a v ic ­
to ry , th a t’s no reason w hy we 
can’t  hold a v ic to ry  dem onstration 
in  W ash ing ton !”

(On Page 5 o f th is  issue is an
analysis o f the P resident’s me­
m orandum .)

E L E A N O R  IN T E R V E N E S
The ad m in is tra tion  did not con­

ten t its e lf  w ith  u t il iz in g  the serv­
ices of the male h a lf of the fam ­
ily .  A fte r  a ll, w h ile  Roosevelt has 
kept qu ie t on a ll these questions 
fo r  years, his w ife  has b u ilt  her­
self qu ite a reputation as a " fr ie n d  
of the Negroes.”  So she too went 
in to  action.

F irs t  she w ro te  a le tte r to Ran­
dolph: " I  have talked over your 
le tte r w ith  the President and 1 
feel very s trong ly  th a t your group 
is m aking a very grave m istake at 
the present tim e to a llow  th is  
march to take place. I  am afra id  
i t  w i l l  set back the progress which 
is being made, in  the A rm y  at 
least, towards better opportun ities 
and less segregation.

" I  feel tha t i f  any inc iden t oc­
curs as a resu lt of th is, i t  may 
engender so much bitterness that 
i t  w il l create in  Congress even 
more solid opposition from  cer­
ta in  groups than we have had in 
the past . . . ”

T h is  was followed by a surprise 
v is it  by Mrs. Roosevelt to New 
Y ork, where, in  LaG uard ia ’s o f­
fice she and the L it t le  F low er a t­
tempted to persuade Randolph and 
W h ite  in  person.

Randolph and -White were not

convinced, they  said a fte rw ards, 
but they ce rta in ly  did not help 
the m arch any when they issued 
Mrs. Roosevelt’s le tte r a l i t t le  la te r 
w ith  the b rie f statement tha t the 
m arch would produce beneficial re­
sults, but. presenting her le tte r as 
the expression of "an im portan t 
po in t o f view  from  not on ly an 
in flu e n tia l person in  Am erican af 
fa irs  bu t a strong and definite 
fr ien d  o f the Negro. There is no 
question th a t can rise in  the 
m inds of the Negroes about the 
fac t tha t she is a real and genuine 
fr ien d  o f the race.”

B y not answering po in t fo r po in t 
w ha t she had said, and by char­
acte riz ing  her as a “ fr ien d  of the 
race,”  Randolph and W h ite  weak­
en the fight.

E L E A N O R ’S “ F R IE N D L Y ”  
T H R E A T

Eleanor Roosevelt’s le tte r is not 
th a t o f “ a friend ,”  but tha t of an 
enemy d isgu is ing  herself as a 
friend . F o r w ha t is her le tte r but 
a ha lf-th rea t? A ha lf-th rea t tha t 
the m arch w il l  “ set back the prog­
ress w h ich is being made, in  the 
A rm y  at least”  (w hat progress?).

W hat is th is  ta lk  of hers about 
“ an inc iden t” ? W ho w il l  create 
the inc ident? Not the marchers' 
I f  any “ inc iden t”  occurs, i t  w ill 
be brought about by the adm in­
is tra tio n  o r its  underlings. A ll 
Roosevelt need do to prevent any 
" inc iden ts ”  when the marchers a r­
r iv e  in  W ashington, is g ra n t th e ir 
demands. It. is s ign ifieah t that 
when Mrs. Roosevelt spoke to her 
husband, she ev idently  did not try  
to persuade h im  th a t he should 
do th is , and thus avoid “ in c i­
dents.”

I t  is ju s t because she has the 
repu ta tion  o f being a " fr ie n d ”  
th a t Randolph and W hite  should 
have taken extra  steps-to expose 
her le tte r  and her a ttitude, and 
to expla in tha t i f  she were a friend 
o f the  Negroes she would spend 
more tim e  try in g  to convince her 
husband to g rant the demands of 
the Negroes and less t ry in g  to 
convince the Negroes to w ith ­
d raw  th e ir demands.

U N C L E  TOM  W H IN E S
Congressman A r th u r  M itche ll, 

on ly  Negro member o r Congress, 
chimed in  and attacked the march 
too. The effects of th is , of course, 
w ill be lit t le ,  inasmuch as 'M itchell 
has com pletely discredited h im ­
self before the Negroes by h is en 
dorsement of Roosevelt’s appo int­
m ent o f Negro-hating Senator 
Byrnes to the Supreme Court.

The o ffic ia l cabinet members 
and th e ir  “ fa.m ily”  followed up 
w ith  telegrams to Randolph, u rg ­
in g  h im  to come to W ashington 
to meet w ith  Stimson and Knox. 
The Chicago Defender states:

“ Though the purposes o f the 
conferences were not mentioned 
in  the in v ita tio ns , i t  was expected 
tha t both secretaries would o ffe r 
to correct, some o f the abuses 
w hich have angered Negroes i f  the 
parade plans are abandoned.”

M A R C H  A L R E A D Y  J U S T IF IE D
Thus, bette r than any th ing  the 

March-On-Washingfon Committee 
m ig h t have said o r done, the true  
significance o f the March is be 
in g  revealed in  the fra n tic  e ffo rts  
of the Roosevelt ad m in is tra tion  to 
s t if le  it .

In Los Angeles
Buy the

M I L I T A N T
a t

Lazerus Candy S tore 2109 
B rook lyn  Ave.

Book S tore E. 1st S t. &  
Rowan Ave.

Sam S m ith ’s Newsstand 5th 
&  M ain St.

War Chest Drive 
Vital Now For 
Defense of USSR

It is fortunate, indeed, that the entire party has been gearing 
into the War Chest drive for four weeks, so that we can expect 
all-out action between now and August 1st, the date for conclu­
sion of this drive. Every dollar now assumes an entirely new im­
portance. as the party gives every ounce of effort to ra lly the 
American working class to the defense of the Soviet Union.

By bourgeois standards the few hundreds of dollars that 
came in this week may not seem very much. But they make it 
possible in this, the greatest emergency that has faced the revo­
lutionary movement since 1917, to mobilize our press and every 
comrade and friend to distribute our Manifesto in defense of the 
Soviet Union to many lens of thousands of American workers.

In the hour of the greatest need of the Soviet Union, we have 
always declared, we shall be found at our posts, doing whatever 
it is hlintanly possible for us To do to save the Workers’ State 
from destruction at the hands of its imperialist enemies or allies. 
The War Chest becomes our mainstay in this solemn task.

We have the first example o f what every branch might well 
do, in a letter from the young and still small Milwaukee branch. 
The Milwaukee comrades reject the quota of $10 set for them for 
the War Drive, and raise their quota to $55—more than five 
limes what we asked of them. There’s a star for all the smaller 
branches to shoot at— and the bigger ones too.

All-out action in the next days for the War Chest w ill make 
it possible for us to treble and quadruple our. distribution of 
propaganda for the defense of the Soviet Union.

The mail is too slow for these days of emergency— wire 
funds!

$10,000 War Chest 
SCOREBOARD

<i)-------------------------------------- ----------------------------------------------------------------------- (j

Branch Quota A m t. Pd. %
Portland ................. .............  $ 30.00 $ 20.00 67%
Reading ................. .............  25.00 13.85 55
St. Pau l ................. .............  300.00 165.00 55
B u ffa lo  .................. .............  60.00 32.00 53
Louisiana ............. ............. 25.00 13.00 52
Boston ................... .............  350.00 152.50 44
Cleveland ............... .............  150.00 60.00 40
St. Louis ................. .............  25.00 10.00 40
F lin t  ...................... ............. 200.00 70.00 35
Philadelph ia  ......... .............  125.00 42.00 33
N ew ark ................. .............  500.00 150.00 30
San Francisco Bay A rea  . 1100.00 334.33 30
Chicago ................. .............  1200.00 334.62 28
San Diego ............. .............  100.00 25.00 25
Q uakertown ......... .............  25.00 6.00 24
New Y o rk  C ity  . . . .............  2500.00 546.28 22
M inneapolis ......... ................1200.00 250.50 21
A llen tow n  ......... -• - - - - -  ..2$.0j& -5.0ft- 20.
D e tro it  ................. .............  500.00 85.00 17
Youngstown ........ ............. 150.00 10.00 8
P ittsb u rg h  ........... .............  40.00 2.00 5
New Haven ........... ............. 50.00 1.50 3
Los Angeles ......... ............. 500.00 0.00 0
M ilw aukee ............. ............. 55.00 0.00 0
A kron  ................... ...........  50.00 0.00 0
Rochester ............. ............. 50.00 0.00 0
Toledo ................... ............. 50.00 0.00 0
Seattle ................. ............. 25.00 0.00 0
Texas ...................... ............. 20.00 0.00 0
B a ltim o re  ............. ............. 10.00 0.00 0
M em bers-at-Large ........... 560.00 427.00 76

------»
T O T A LS  ............. ...........510,000.00 $2755.58 27%

O UR PRESS N E E D E D  NO W  
M O R E T H A N  E V E R  B E FO R E

T his  week’s events have swung 
us s w ift ly  in to  a new— the sharp 
est —  aspect o f the in te rna tiona l 
class struggle. The Nazi assault 
upon the Soviet U^iion throws 
many th ings in to  a new perspec­
tive  and gives the ac tiv itie s  of 
class-conscious workers a r ic h ly  
enhanced value.

We are fo r  the defense o f the 
Soviet U n ion —  against Nazi Ger­
m any as we would be fo r its  de­
fense against "dem ocra tic”  Eng 
land. B u t the roots of our defense 
are nu rtu red  not in  na tio n a lis ts  
but in  class soil. Our defense of 
the Soviet Union is the most im ­
po rta n t im m ediate aspect of our 
general devotion to the defense of 
the in terests of the pro le ta rian  
revo lu tion  against capita lism .

Now, as never before, the d is tr i­
bu tion o f our lite ra tu re  takes on 
a world-w ide importance. We have 
no doubt tha t the S ta lin is t de­
fense of the Soviet Union w ill be 
com pletely devoid of understand­
in g  of the class nature of a real 
defense. I t  w il l be le ft to us, and 
to us T ro tsky is ts  alone, to m a in ­
ta in  a line  of vigorous defense 
of the gains o f October w ithou t 
se lling  out, as the Browderites 
must, to the im p e ria lis t m achina­
tions o f E ng land and the U.S.

G E T O UR M E SSAG E 
TO T H E  W O R K E R S !

E very  lite ra tu re  agent of a 
branch o f our party , every mem­
ber o f our pa rty , now faces the 
firs t of the real tests a Bolshevik 
m ust master. Now the w orkers ’ 
w o rld  m ust see w hat we have

meant a ll these years by the class 
defense of the Soviet Union. Now 
our press m ust reach and in f lu ­
ence every w o rke r in  the United 
States whose class in s tin c t sets 
h im  against the decadence of 
Nazi cap ita lism  and throw s his 
sympathies w ith  the workers of 
the Soviet Union, figh ting  now to 
defend the W orkers ’ State against 
H itle r is m .

FOR T H E  DEFEN SE OF T H E  
SO VIET UNION —  get a M ilita n t  
in to  the hands of every w o rke r in  
every p lan t in  your c ity !

FOR T H E  D EFEN SE OF T H E  
SO VIET UNION —  get workers to 
subscribe to our press!

FOR T H E  D EFEN SE OF T H E  
SO VIET UN IO N —  use every mo­
ment fo r the use of our press fo r 
class education!

FOR T H E  D EFENSE OF T H E  
SO VIET U N IO N  —  use the p a rty  
press as a pa rty  organizer!

Saturday, July 1st
is the

D E A D L I N E
fo r  the

S A L E
of books and pamphlets 

N O W  is your O P P O R T U N IT Y

H is to ry  o f the Russian
R evo lu tion  by T ro tsky

for only $1.98
many o ther bargains

MODFRN BOOKSHOP 
Prices cut 20% to 50%

27 University'Pl, N. Y.
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O n The W ar Fronts

Builder of the Red Army

T ro tsky , the w a rr io r  o f  the re vo lu tio n , who 
twenty years, ago created and led the Red A rm y  
tha t fo u g h t successfully on 20  fro n ts  against the 
W hites and the arm ies o f the A llie d  in te rven tion . 
O n ly  the same s p ir it  that animated the Red A rm y 
o f  1918*22 w i l l  w in  the battles o f 1941.

propose to k i l l  o ff m illio n s  of peo­
ple to achieve the  aim s o f Cham­
berla in , C h u rch ill, D a la ilie r and 
Bonnet.”  About H it le r ’« aims, 
B row der said not a word.

D im itro v , “ helmsman of the Co­
m in te rn ,”  declared on November 
2, 1939:

“In  the first stage” of the 
war, H itler was the aggressor. 
“Now, on the other hand, the 
imperialists of Britain, and 
France have passed over, to the. 
offensive, have hurled their 
peoples into war against Ger­
many . . .  I t  is the British and 
French imperialists who have 
now come forward as the most 
zealous supporters of the con­
tinuation and further incite­
ment of war.”

And Brow der echoed: “ A t th is  
moment the respons ib ility  for; 
con tinu ing  the w ar lies, before a ll, 
upon the B r it is h  and French im ­
pe ria lis ts .”

Thus i t  was th a t the Communist 
Parties everywhere concealed the 
real w a r aim s o f H itle r ,  denied 
his im m ediate menace to the So­
v ie t Union, attem pted to b lind  the 
w orkers o f the w orld  to the dan­
gers of Nazi a ttack on the Soviet 
U n ion —  a ll in  order to keep the 
“ goodw ill”  of H it le r ,  and to jus­
t i f y  S ta lin ’s signature to the pact 
w ith  the Nazis.

Tom orrow , we w i l l  w itness th is  
flip -flo p  in  reverse —  back in to  
the arm s of the "dem ocra tic”  im ­
pe ria lis ts .

"Democratizing" 
The Armed Forces?

There 's been a lo t  o f pa lavar 
about the General S ta f f ’s new 
conception o f th.e arm y, and 
the plan fo r  “ dem ocra tiz ing”  
the arm ed forces.

A n  exa.mpje o f how th is  is 
being done comes fro m  Camp 
Shelby, M ississipp i, where 
M a jo r General Edm und L . 
Daley, commander o f the F if th  
A rp iy  Corps, has directed an 
order to  the  com m anding o f ­
ficer o f every u n it  down to  
companies o f the 32nd, 34 th, 
37th and 38th D iv is ions and 
attached troops o f the F if th  
A rm y  Corps, as fo llo w s : •

“ O ffice rs have been seen 
d r in k in g  in, bars and restau­
ran ts  w ith  enlisted men in  the 
A le xan d ria  area.

“ The corps commander calls 
to  your a tten tion  th a t asso­
c ia tion  o f th is  na tu re  is p re­
ju d ic ia l to  good order and 
m il ita ry  d iscip line. Steps w ill 
be taken to correct th is  condi­
tion .”

In Philadelphia
T H E  M IL IT A N T  can be 

bought a t ’ the no rthw est cor­
ner o f 13th and M a rk e t S t. 
(new sstand).

Hitler Seeks Soviet Resources For Long War
Shift To East 
Forced By Need

The Red Army Today Faces Imperialist A tt ackers

B y GEORGE STE R N

A t 5:30 A.M. on June 22, Nazi 
Germany launched a fa te fu l a t­
tack  on the Soviet U n ion. H it le r  
opened a new f ro n t  in the East 
s tre tch ing  from  the B a ltic  to the 
B lack Sea. In  a drastic s h ift  of 
po licy  lie  em barked upon a 
campaign to w in  the wheat and 
o il of Russia before coming to 
fina l g rips  w ith  B rita in .

In  th is  colum n la s t week we 
said th a t a G erm an-Soviet clash 
a t th is  tim e  was u n like ly  be­
cause we believed S ta lin  would 
make fresh concessions ra the r 
than  r is k  Nazi a ttack. We con­
sidered th a t  H it le r  would go 
the leng th  o f an a ttack  on the 
Soviet U n ion on ly i f  h is need 
o f Russian wheat and o il were 
t ru ly  desperate and h is a ttack  
on B r ita in  stym ied . A l l  appar­
en t evidence la s t week sug­
gested th is  was noj; ye t the 
case. B u t no t enough evidence 
was in . H it le r ’s  move across 
the  Soviet borders proves tha t. 
I t  is  no t yet p la in , however, how 

much of a chance H it le r  gave 
S ta lin  to make his concessions. 
M otolov claimed th a t no demands 
a t a ll were made. There is a sig­
n ifican t passage, in  H it le r ’s p ro­
clam ation o f w ar concern ing the 
concentra tion o f Soviet troops 
a long the German fro n tie r. The 
presence o f these forces, he said 
was "in tended m a in ly  at the ty ­
in g  up of such pow erfu l (German) 
forces in  the east th a t the radical 
conclusion of the w ar in  the west, 
p a rtic u la r ly  as regards a irc ra ft 
could no longer be vouched fo r 
by the German H igh  Command.”

W H A T  H IT L E R  N E E D E D
T h is  is a substan tia l reve la­

tio n  fo r  H it le r  to  make. I t  te lls  
us th a t no concessions by S ta l­
in, were o f any use to  H it le r  
so long as he had to  m a in ta in  
m ore than  1<MT div is ions. W ith 
accom panying mechanized fo rc ­
es and a irc ra ft,  a long the Sov­
ie t border. I t  te lls  us th a t no th ­
in g  could sa tis fy  h im  in  th is  
s itua tion  sho rt o f to ta l demob­
iliz a tio n  o f the  Red A rm y —  
th a t is, to ta l vo lun ta ry  surren­
der by S ta lin .
A s we pointed ou t las t week, 

there  are certa in  concessions that 
S ta lin  could - no t make, because 
they "w ou ld  lead to the same re 
s u it as a war, eventual destruc­
tio n  of S ta lin is t power in  the So­
v ie t U n ion at the hands of the 
Nazis and the in te rna l reaction 
w h ich H it le r  would sure ly sponsor 
once he got a foothold.”

Thug, it  now appears, noth­
ing could satisfy Hitler short 
of a military defeat of- the Red 
Army or its equivalent in surr 
render without war. He chose 
the path of military conquest 
in preference to a new, inse­
cure deal with Stalin.
H it le r  in  effect adm its In his 

proclam ation tha t w ith o u t liq u id a ­
t io n  o f the necessity fo r keeping 
such a large force employed in 
the East, he was unable to attack 
the B r it is h  Isles. Consequently he 
had firs t to undertake th is  " l iq u id ­
a tion .”  I t  Is qu ite  possible tha t 
the Nazi H igh  Command decided 
th a t in  any case an a ttack on 
B r ita in  was not now feasible.

The very  fa c t th a t he would 
em bark upon so vast a pro ject, 
however, proves also th a t  he 
needs the economic resources 
o f the Soviet U n ion fa r  more 
u rg e n tly  than  was generally 
rea lized. H is  conquered p rov­
inces in  W est Europe, face a 
w in te r o f s ta rva tion . In. Ger­
m any its e lf,  despite the daz­
z lin g  m il ita ry  successes, the 
need is apparen tly  go ing to  be 
g rea te r than H it le r  was w illin g  
to  chance. A nd  i t  now is c lear­
er, likew ise, th a t Caucasian o il 
has become an absolute neces­
s ity  to  keep H it le r ’s planes f ly ­
in g  and tanks ro llin g . H it le r  
has no t reversed his w ar s tra t­
egy because o f some sudden 
aberra tion . He has done so be­
cause his d rive  o f conquest has 
made i t  unavoidable.

O CTO BER S T IL L  L IV E S !
How  easily can he expect to a tta in  

h is  objectives? Only now are we 
going to learn how fa r  the S ta lin ­
is t regime In the Soviet U n ion has 
succeeded in  de v ita liz in g  the Red 
A rm y.

More accurately, we sha ll see 
jrh a t  powers o f regeneration and

recovery s t i l l  rem ain in  the Octo­
ber revo lu tion  despite the years 
of bureaucratic suffocation and 
slow s trangu la tion  or the revo lu ­
tion a ry  forces o f the country.

F o r i f  revo lu tiona ry  energy 
can tru ly  be unleashed in  the 
defense o f the Soviet Union, 
H it le r  w i l l  f in a lly  meet his 
W aterloo, at home and abroad. 
S ta lin  has not en tire ly  succeed­
ed in  destroy ing  the  Rqssian 
revo lu tion . I ts  power is g rea te r 
than any o f H it le r ’s "secret 
weapons.”  I ts  power is  the 
Soviet U n ion ’s iqa in  chance to  
succeed aga inst the N az i b litz ­
krieg . Yes, the strang led Octo,- 
ber revo lution, s t i l l  lives !

D A N G E R  O F  A P P E A S E M E N T  
We said las t week H it le r  m ight 

count upon an a ttack  against the 
Soviet Union as a means o f b ring ­
in g  about a negotiated peace w ith  
B r ita in  w h ich would-, fo r  the tim e 
being, stab ilize his. European con­
quests. P rim e M in is te r C h u rch ill 
went on the a ir  la s t Sunday a fte r­
noon to deny th a t any such ou t­
come is possible and to pledge 
continued vyar. 1° the death 
against the Nazis.

To be sure, B r ita in , already en­
gaged in  a l i fe  and death struggle 
fo r  its  em pire against the  Nazi 
cla im ants to w orld  power, is more

Leon Trotsky as W ar Com­
missar o f the Soviet Union in 
1923. Stalin’s greatest crime 
was his assassination of Trot­
sky, who. organized, and led the 
Red Army of the October Re­
volution to victory. The loss of 
Trotsky’s military and political 
genius has deprived the Soviet 
workers and peasants of their 
most invaluable guidance in 
their hour of greatest danger.

lik e ly  to welcome the opening of 
an eastern front- as a veritab le  
godsend. I t  means a ce rta in  eas­
ing o f pressure on the  B r it is h  
isles and a badly-needed respite 
fo r  B r it is h  arms everywhere.

But H itler undoubtedly cal­
culates to some extent upon a 
strengthened hand in Britain 
for pro-peace or appeasement 
elements. Even more so, he 
hopes to forestall U. S, entry 
into the war by his. new move. 
In  this aim he probably has a 
greater chance of success.
Heavy involvem ent o f H it le r  in. 

the East w i l l  ce rta in ly  encourage 
the arch-reactionary “ iso la tion ­
is t”  sentim ent here and may 
even to some extent slow down the 
urgent pace of the aid-t.o-Britain 
program. W arn ings against th is  
are a lready em anating from  the 
W hite  House. B u t even the W hite  
House may see in  the new develop­
ment a t least a postponement of 
U. S. en try  in to  a “ shooting”  war 
against Germany.

But such speculation takes a 
gallery seat right now. Along 
the Soviet-German frontier, 
Nazi imperialism is waging 
war against the only Workers’ 
State in the world. Stalinism 
has weakened and deformed 
that state but it  ha» not re­

Red A rm y  troops, w ith  fixed bayonets, shown m arch ing  before  L en in ’ 9 tom b in  Moscow on May 
Day, 1940. Created by the O ctober R evo lu tion , th e  Red A rm y, led by Leon T ro tsky , was v ic to rious 
against im p e ria lis t invasion on 2 2  fron ts . ,

How Comintern Changed Its Line 
When Stalin Signed Hitler Pact
Stalinist Leaders Swore Pact Wouldn't Affect The Line 
But In Three Weeks They Dropped "Collective Security"

H ille r’s assault upon the Soviet Union w ill change the line 
of the Communist parties, which for the past 21 months have 
preached opposition to the imperialist war efforts of Churchill 
and Roosevelt.

We need only review the somersault of the Comintern after 
the signing of the Stalin-I lille r pact to predict in broad outline 
the about-face which the Stalinist leaders w ill now seek to im­
pose. Only, the new line w ill be a film run in reverse.

Prior to the Stalin-I litle r pact, the Stalinists had preached 
for four years ihe gospel of the “ defense of democracy against

S>-------------------------------------------------------

racy line  o f the Com m unist par­
ties.

“ T h is  is no po licy of appease­
m ent,”  swore Browder. “ Don't 
ta lk  about appeasement u n t il you 
see the Soviet Union handing over 
sm all nations to IH lle r .  T ha t is 
appeasement and tha t is w hat 
Cham berlain and Bonnet and Dala- 
d ie r d id  w ith  Czecbo-Slovakia 
w h ile  the Soviet U n ion was w i l l ­
in g  to stand by its  guarantees. 
The Soviet Union w ill always 
keep its  w ord.”

"B u t suppose Germany now as 
saults Poland, w hat then?" the re­
po rte r asked Browder.

“ In  a general w a r a ll pacts w i l l  
be a b r o g a te d B row ser promised. 

“ W hat i f  i t  is a localized war?”  
“ I  can’ t  visualized a local w ar,”  

B rowder answered. “ I f  the democ­
ra tic  powers support Poland, com 
versations then w i l l  rea lign them 
in c lud ing  Russia."

Brow der never explained a fte r­
ward w hy his master d id n 't do 
w hat Brow der had promised.

The Com intern theme of the pe­
rio d  im m edia te ly  fo llo w in g  the 
pact was: the pact weakened H it ­
le r ; i t  strengthened democratic 
reistance to fascist aggression; it 
smashed the fascist A x is ; i t  pro­
tected sm all nations against fasc­
is t aggressors; i t  strengthened the 
Peoples F ro n t; i t  guaranteed 
w o rld  peace, above a ll, peace fo r 
the USSR.

5>-

fascism.”  B rita in , the United 
States and France were "peace- 

na tions;, the League of 
Nations was a “ bu lw a rk  of peace";
H it le r  was a "b loody assassin”  
and Nazi Germany a “ v ile  ag­
gressor.”

The announcement o f the pact 
w ith  H it le r  s truck the S ta lin is t 
parties th roughout the w orld  lik e  
a thunder-bo lt. W h ile  the bour­
geois press carried  stream er head­
lines, the press of the Communist 
parties greeted the news w ith  a 
complete black-out.

T H E  F IR S T  A L IB IS  
FO R T H E  P A C T

Then came the a lib is . The firs t 
was the "escape clause”  story.

The D a ily  W orker, August 23,
1939, declared e d ito r ia lly :

“ A nd here i t  m ust be stressed 
th a t in  E A C H  and E V E R Y  
pact which the S oviet U n ion 
concludes there is a basic 
clause o f Sovie t peace policy 
which provides th a t  in  the 
event one o f the  parties to  the 
pact invades o r com m its an 
act o f aggression aga inst a 
th ird  n a t io n , th a t the  o ther 
p a rty  (th e  S oviet U n ion ) is  
no t bound to  the  tre a ty , is free 
to  ac t in  the  defense o f peace."
(Em phasis in  the  o r ig in a l)

B u t the pact contained no "es­
cape”  clause.

The pact was signed as H it le r ’s 
d iv is ions were poised on the bor­
ders of Poland.-

How did S ta lin 's  flunkies, ex­
p la in  the e ffect o f the pact?

The D a ily  W orker, August 23,
1,939, asserted:

“ I t  is  safe to  say th a t the 
camp o f peace and democracy 
w il l  become strengthened i j i  
confidence as w e ll as a b ility  to  
p u t up e ffec tive  resistance.
The Polish people w il be fu r ­
th e r encouraged to  res is t bpth 
the th rea ts  o f fasc is t aggres­
sion and the under-hand con­
spiracies o f the  M unicheers.”

The pact, lied  a ll the Browders, 
was intended to encourage the 
Polish people to resist a H it le r  
Invasion!

BR O W D ER  SW ORE T H E  L IN E  
W O U LD  N O T  C H A N G E

In  an in te rv ie w  in  the New j tions represent a v ic to ry  fo r  peace 
Y ork  Post, August 24, 1939, Brow- and socialism  against the w ar 
der denied th a t the pact made plans of fascism and the pro-fasc-

T lius, the D a ily  W orker; August 
23, 1939, declared:

“German fascism has suf­
fered a serious blow in i.ts own 
country as well as in the world 
. . .  As far as the Soviet Union 
is concerned, and a ll other 
peace forces, they- will find that 
the strengthening of- the posi­
tion of the Soviet Union which 
these negotiations for a non­
aggression pact are bound to 
produce, will directly strength­
en the anti-fascist struggle for 
peace and help block the dup­
licity and underhandedness of 
the Municheers, especially the 
British capitulationists.”

A n  o ffic ia l statem ent of the 
B r it is h  Com m unist Party , issued 
August 22, 1939, brazenly stated: 

"The Soviet-German negotia-

any difference in  the pro-democ-

leased advanced workers any­
where from th© prime obliga­
tion to defend this one bastion 
of Socialism. This obligation, 
to th© best of our power, we 
shall carry out*

1st p a rty  of P rim e M in is te r Cham­
berla in  . . .

“ H it le r  is forced to recognize 
the strength and power of the So­
v ie t Union. A nd h is dreams of 
crush ing i t  have received a set­
back.
“ I t  is therefore a salutary check,

to his aggressive ]x jlicy  in  East­
ern Europe against Poland . . . ”  

The French Com m unist P arty  
greeted the pact w ith  the state­
m ent th a t i t  was "a  tremendous 
con ribu tion  to the peace of the 
w o rld .”

“ Pact S p lits  A x is ”  was the 
fro n t page stream er on the D a ily  
W orker, August 26. 1939.

Under the heading, “ U. S. and 
W orld  Peace Aided by Soviet 
B low  to A x is  —  Browder,”  the 
D a ily  W orker, August 30, 1939 
quoted Browder:

"T he  pact smashed the fasc­
is t  A x is , (he com bination of 
powers whose jo in t  action  had 
upset the equ ilib rium  o f the 
whole w orld .”

S T A L IN IS T S  A T  F IR S T  
SUPPO RTED T H E  W A R

W hen the w ar broke out, t lu  
S ta lin is ts  continued the democ­
ra tic  line  and lined  up w ith  the 
"democracies.”

A  D a ily  W orker ed ito ria l, Sep­
tember 6, 1939, en titled  “ Symbol 
of the French Com m unist P arty ,”  
stated:

“ Marcel T liorez, general secre­
ta ry  of the great F rench Com­
m unist P arty , lias presented h im ­
self fo r  m il ita ry  service w it l i  the 
a rm y o f France . . .

“ Now th a t M un ich  has led tc 
war, T liorez, the Com m unist lead­
er beloved of the French people, 
offers his life  to defend the na­
tiona l security  of France.”

The next day, the D a ily  W ork­
er reported th a t the Communist 
P arty  of Great B r ita in  “ has v ig  
orously proclaim ed th a t i t  con ti­
nues to w o rk  more active ly  than 
ever 'to  help w in  the w ar against 
fascist aggression: ”

The Am erican Com m unist Party, 
fo r its  pa rt, demanded the repeal 
of the N e u tra lity  A c t:

“ In  h is rad io  speech to the na­
tion  fo llo w in g  the outbreak o f the 
w a r in  Europe, President Roos­
evelt voiced the sentim ents which. 
I t  seems to us have approval of 
the m a jo r ity  o f the Am erican 
people . . .

“ W hen the President spoke of- 
‘true  n e u tra lity ’ fo r  A m erica we, 
feel th a t Am erican in te rest de­
mands the repeal o f the false ‘Neu­
t ra l i ty  A c t’ w h ich  now stands ex-, 
posed as being the opposite o f 
’true  n e u tra lity .’ It- is  obviously, 
not in  Am erica's in te rest, not in. 
the in te rest o f ‘true  n e u tra lity ' 
tha t A m erica  shut o ff its  trade  
w ith  Poland, France, Canada and  
A us tra lia .”  ( D a ily  W orke r ed ito r­
ia l, September 5, 1939).

The N a tiona l Committee o f the 
Am erican Com m unist Party, 
adopted, on September 4, 1939, 
several "slogans of action.”  Among 
these were:

“ E m bargo Japan and Ger­
many fo r  the de feat o f fasc is t 
aggression and fo r  estab lish­
in g  a dem ocratic peace.”
A nd :

“ F u ll m ora l, d ip lom atic  and 
economic he lp fo r  the  Polish 
people and those who help Po­

land defend its  na tiona l inde­
pendence.”
The September, 1939, issue of 

the Young Communist Review, o f­
fic ia l organ of the Young Com­
m un is t League, declared:

“ Should Germ any undertake 
aggression aga inst Poland, the 
Soviet Union would denounce 
its  pact.”
Suddenly, tlie  tone of the Com­

m unist P a rty  press changed. The 
leaders discovered ove rn igh t tha t 
th is  was not a w ar of democracy 
against fascism.

Browder, on September 13, 1939. 
found tha t ” . . .  the character o i 
the w ar now developing is tha t of a 
struggle between two r iv a l im per­
ia lis t groups fo r the dom ination 
o f the w o rld  . . .

"The character of th is  w ar in 
no p rinc ip a l respects can be said 
to d iffe r  from  tha t o f the last 
W orld  W ar.”

Brow der was thus paving the 
way fo r  the .com ple te tu rn  wh ich 
was o ffic ia lly  prom ulgated on Sep­
tember 19, 1939, in  a Declaration  
to the Am erican People, issued by 
the N a tiona l Committee of the 
A m erican Com m unist P a rty :

“ The w a r th a t has broken 
ou t in  Europe is the Second 
Im p e ria lis t W ar. The ru lin g  
ca p ita lis t and land lord classes 
o f a ll the be llige ren t countries 
are equally g u ilty  fo r  th is  war. 
T h is  w ar, the re fo re  cannot be 
supported by the w orkers.”
C yn ica lly  " fo rg e ttin g "  its  own 

statem ent o f September 5, 1,939 — 
ju s t two weeks before!— when the 
Communist P a rty  had called fo r  
‘tru e  n e u tra l ity ’ by ab rogation  o f 
the. N e u tra lity  A c t and fu l l  m ater­
ia l aid to the A llie d  nations and 
Poland, the Declara tion  condemn­
ed those “ who demand the repeal 
o r rev is ion  of the N e u tra lity  Act 
fo r  the purpose o f U. S. help to 
B r it is h  and French im peria lism , 
and thereby d raw ing  Am erica 
In to  the w a r.”

Note th a t the firs t trans ition  
form ulas spoke o f a ll im peria lists, 
as “ equally g u ilty .”

In  lin e  w ith  the fo re ign po licy 
of the K re m lin , however, th© Co­
m in te rn  agents of S ta lin  began to. 
brand the con tinuation  of the war. 
as the sole respons ib ility  of the 
A llie d  im peria lis ts , and to sup­
po rt H it le r ’s cla im s th a t lie was 
ready to make a “ peace.”

Thus the la te H a rry  Cannes 
fore ign ed ito r o f the D a ily  W ork ­
er, stated in  the October 10, 1939, 
issue:

“ I f  London and P aris  are 
coun ting  on th e ir  blockade and 
ta lk  o f raw  m a te ria l shortage 
in  Germ any as a means o f con­
t in u in g  the im p e ria lis t war, the 
Soviet U n ion  w il l  soon remedy 
th a t,”

T ha t is p la in  ta lk !
A ll the emphasis, was now la id  

on the w ar aim s of the Anglo- 
French im peria lis ts . The October 
10, 1939, D a ily  W orker, character­
ized the w ar as follows:-

"A n d  ‘Whose w ar is it? ’ as E arl 
B row der asks. I t  is  an im peria lis t 
war, a slaughter fo r  conquest and 
dom ination of the w orld , in  which 
th© Anglo-French im peria lis ts
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By CORT

" In  the ranks of men who have 
con tro l over hundreds of m illio ns  
o f invested cap ita l and -over the 
w o rk in g  lives o f m illio ns  o f men, 
a new s p ir it  is awakening, a 
s p ir it  th a t te lls  them th a t th is  
vast creative th in g  known as mod 
e rn  corporate cap ita lism  m ust 1* 
and can be so organized and in 
tegrated tha t i t  could feed, clotlu 
and house the people of ever.' 
.country as they have never beci 
In  a ll h is to ry ." (D orothy Thom i 
son, addressing the firs t R ing o 
Freedom ra l ly ) .

She sure h it  the n a il on the 

head th a t t im e ! A h— to  feed 
and clothe and house, F.O.B., 
30 &  90 days, pay by do lla r 
exchange, a ll o f South Am erica, 

and the B r it is h  E m pire , and 

the  French and German em­
p ires— and maybe even Russia! 
D o ro thy  m ust have s ta rted  the 
sa liva  run n ing  down the bus­

inessman’s jaw .

S ta rtin g  Ju ly  1, the W PA w il 
ho ld special in tensive reading ant 
w r it in g  courses fo r  d ra ft eligibles 
T h is  is necessitated by the fac 
th a t thousands of draftees weri 
found to lack the equivalent of < 
4th grade education required b. 
the arm y.

T ha t many Am ericans can’t  pas: 
4th grade tests is due, says Col 
A r th u r  V. M cDerm ott, New Y orl 
C ity  d ra ft head, to the fact tha 
" th e y  grew up in  non-Englisl 
speaking homes.’’

M aybe the fa c t th a t they 
couldn’t  a ffo rd  to stay in  school 

had som ething to  do w ith  i t  too.

The bourgeoisie is fu l l  of mis 
g iv ings these days. Even W al 
S treet is in  the clutches of f 
strange foreboding gloom. The 
stock m arke t has fa iled to ris< 
despite the w ar boom.

On June 20tii the N. Y. Time. 
published an index showing indus 
t r ia l  a c t iv ity  jumped from  105 tt"  
135 po in ts d u rin g  the past year 
ye t stock a c tiv ity  slumped iron  
120 to around 98. "F in a n c ia l ex 
perts lay  th is  laggardness,”  say: 
the Times, “ to . . . the investors 
lack of confidence . . .  in  the per 
manence of w ar pro fits .”

The idea o f a sudden peace 
scares them  to death.

* * *

B r it is h  dress designers arc plan 
n in g  to ca rry  the w ar to America 
on women’s backs, according to 
an A . P. dispatch. Instead of the 
usual flo ra ls  and stripes, the new 
frocks w il l  po rtra y : "A  bayonet- 
b rand ish ing  home guard a ttack ing  
a Nazi p a ra c h u tis t;”  De Gaulle’s 
s igna tu re ; Norwegian, Polish and 
Czech scro lls ; and, m ost am ­
b itiou s  o f a ll, a design i l ­
lu s tra tin g  ra tio n in g  —  h e n s ,  
m ost am b itious of a ll, a design 
il lu s tra t in g  ra tio n in g  —  hens, 
eggs, beef, ovanges, lemons, pigs, 
chocolate and lumps of sugar 
against a sea green background 
representing the B a ttle  of the A t­
la n tic .

I t ’s w e ll th a t these dresses 
are to  be worn on th is  side o f 
the  A tla n tic . Eggs, beef and 
chocolate res tin g  on TOP o f 
the  stomach instead o f IN ­
S ID E  o f ' i t ,  would not. be con­
ducive to  good dem ocratic m or­
ale in  the  hearts o f B r it is h  
women. I t  m ig h t g ive rise  to 
though ts  fo r  new dress p a t­
te rns— C h urch ill tu rn in g  slow ly 
on a s p it— fo r  instance.

* * *

B e rt L y te ll,  president o f A c t­
ors E q u ity  Association, has 
been hearing ru m o rs -th a t there 
are Com m unists in  his union. 
L a s t week he fle w  to  'Washing­
ton  to  personally ask Congress­
m an Dies to  investiga te .

N o th in g  sm ells worse than 
"h a m ”  w ith  red -he rring .

•  *  *

"A  s tr ik e  by the Arm ored Car 
Chauffeurs and Guards Union 
(A F L )  today stopped a ll move­
m ent o f armored cars in New York 
C ity  and affected the hand ling  of 
m illio n s  o f do lla rs in  cash.”  (N . 
Y . Post, June 12).

I t  m ust make a guy p re tty  

sore to  handle m illio ns  o f do l­
la rs  every day and then w ind 
up the week w ith o u t enough to  

suppo rt h is fa m ily .
A t  least i f  you’re  a carpenter, 

you don’t  S E E  a ll the  dough 

the  boss has.

Stalin's Boasts About Hitler Pact
-----------------------------------------  ' M------------------------------------------------------------------------ ----—-------- --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Swore It Meant 
Lasting Peace
Kremlin's 1939-40 Declarations Expose Its 
Role In Exposing Soviet Union To Attack

By A R T  P R EIS
The Stalin-H itler “ non-aggression”  pact of August 23, 1939, 

which H itler has ground to dust just 22 months later, struck 
a crushing blow at the workers of the world, and destroyed the 
sympathy which millions of class-conscious proletarians felt 
toward the Soviet Union.

A ll but the most deluded or the most corrupt Stalinist 
flunkeys recognized that the pact was the go-ahead signal for 
H itler’s war of imperialist conquest, a guarantee to the Nazis 
that they could march without fear of fighting on two fronts.

Such was the revulsion of the workers against the pact, that 
Stalin was compelled to justify  it by sweeping declarations to 
the effect th a t the pact was a i>----------------------------------------------
guarantee of “ peace”  fo r the So­
vie t Union and a "b low  fo r peace”  
in  the en tire  world.

Pravda, S ta lin ’s personal organ, 
issued an extensive “ exp lanation," 
which was rep rin ted  in  the D a ily  
W orker, Aug. 25, 1939, under an 
e ight column headline: "Pravda
Says Non-Aggression Pact Serves 
Cause o f W orld  Peace.”

HOW STA LIN  W H ITEW ASHED  
TH E  M ENACE OF H IT LE R

Pravda's  statement said:
“ The fore ign po licy of the So­

vie t Union is in va ria b ly  based on 
a s tr iv in g  to defend and preserve 
the cause of w orld peace. In  th is  
policy the U.S.S.It. in va ria b ly  
strove to support and strengthen 
fr ie n d ly  and business relations 
w ith  those states w h ich share th is  
position . . .

“ The non-aggression pact con­
cluded between the Soviet Union 
and Germany fu lly  corresponds to 
the position o f the Soviet Union 
as defined by Comrade S ta lin ."

Thus Nazi Germany was pic­
tured as one of “those states 
which share this position” of 
the Soviet Union in “striving 
to defend and preserve the 
cause of peace.”
Pravda  said fu rth e r in  that 

same statement:
“ There is no doubt whatever 

tha t the non-aggression pact jus t 
concluded liqu idates the strained 
relations w h ich  existed between 
the U.S.S.R. and Germany. How- 
ever, the significance of the pact 
concluded extends beyond the 
fram ew ork o f se ttlin g  re lations  
on ly  between the tw o  contracting  
countries.

“ I t  is concluded at a tim e when 
the in te rna tiona l s itua tion is vevy 
tense and aggravated. The peace­
fu l act w h ich the non-agvression 
pact between the U.S.S.R. and 
Germany represents w i l l  undoubt­
edly help to ease the tension in  
the in te rn a tio n a l s itua tion , w i l l 
undoubtedly help to disperse th is  
tension.

“ The conclusion o f the pact be­
tween the U.S.S.R. and Germany 
is undoubtedly a fact of the great­
est in te rna tiona l significance, fo r 
the pact is an ins trum en t of peace 
w hich is called upon not on ly  to 
strengthen good-neighborly and 
peaceful re lations between the 
U.S.S.R. and Germany, but. also 
to serve the cause of the un iversal 
strengthen ing o f peace.

"A n  end is being pu t to hostil- 
i l i t y  between Germany and the 
U.S.S.R. D ifferences in  ideology 
and p o lit ica l systems should not 
and cannot serve as an obstacle to 
establishing good-neighborly re la ­
tions between both countries.

“ The friendsh ip  between tlie- 
peoples o f the U.S.S.R. and Ger­
many, which, reached a b lind  al 
ley as a resu lt o f the e fforts  of 
the enemies o f Germ any and the 
U.S.S.R., should fro m  now on re­
ceive the necessary conditions tc 
develop and flo u rish . (Our emph­
asis).

Thus was the v ig ilance  of the 
Soviet w orkers disarmed against 
the menace of H itle r . And tin ts 
were the workers everywhere as 
sured th a t the pact was a guar­
antee of the security  of the Soviet 
Union from  an a ttack by Germany, 
and, even more, a guarantee of 
w orld  peace.

The Soviet governm ent organ 
Izvestia , on August 2-i, 1939. went 
fu rth e r than Pravda. categorically 
p red ic ting  that the pact was 
"bound to pac ify  the extremely 
tense in te rna tiona l s itua tion  and 
con tribu te  to the consolidation of 
peace,”  and tha t it ' “ ends a hos­
t i l i t y  which the enemies of both 
sides have tr ied  to fan and per­
petuate.”

BROWDER SWORE THER E  
WAS A N  “ESCAPE CLAUSE”

When the pact was first, an­
nounced, E arl B row der tr ied  to 
sugar-coat the b itte r  p i ll,  he swore 
th a t i t  would contain an "escape”  
clause, whereby the Soviet Union

could denounce the pact i f  Ger­
many attacked another nation.

The actual term s of the pact, 
however, contained no "escape”  
clause; and nine days la te r Ger­
many invaded Poland.

S ta lin  sent the Red A rm y in to  
Poland, and many people, in c lu d ­
in g  the workers in  the te rr ito ry  
seized by H it le r ,  were led a t firs t 
to believe th a t S ta lin ’s in tentions 
were to proceed against H itle r. 
Molotov made a speech to the Rus­
sian people, exp la in ing  w hy the 
Red A rm y  was m arch ing ; his con­
c lud ing  po in t was:

“A t the same time, the Sov­
iet government intends to de­
liver the Polish people from the 
disastrous war into which they 
have been plunged by their un­
wise leaders and to give them 
an opportunity to live a life of 
peace.” (Daily Worker Sept. 
18, 1939)
F or the m a jo rity  of the Polish 

workers and peasants tha t “ oppor­
tu n ity  to live  a life  o f peace" was 
to be enjoyed under the heel of 
H itle r . On September 28, 1939, in 
Moscow, the Nazi and Soviet gov­
ernments drew up a treaty defin­
ing  the borders of th e ir  jo in tly - 
conquered te rr ito r ie s  and recog­
n iz ing  each o ther’s conquests.

STA LIN  HELPS H ITLE R  IN  
HIS “PEACE” O FFENSIVE

A jo in t  statement was issue# 
the same day, signed by the rep­
resentatives o f both governments. 
T h is  statem ent declared:

“ A fte r the German Reich gov­
ernm ent and the Soviet Russian 
Republic have de fin ite ly  settled by 
the tre a ty  signed today the ques­
tio n  resu ltin g  from  the d is in teg­
ra tio n  o f the Polish State, thus 
creating a safe foundation fo r  
las ting  peace in  Eastern Europe. 
they unanim ously express the op 
in io n  th a t i t  would correspond t r  
the true  in terests o f a ll people? 
and make an end to the tear exist 
in g  between Germany on the one 
hand and England and France or 
the o ther lu ind. Therefore, both 
governments, i f  necessary in  con 
ju nc tio n  w ith  one of the befriend 
ed nations, w i l l  d irect th e ir  jo in ' 
e ffo rts  toward searching th is  ain 
as soon as possible. B ut shovli 
the e fforts  o f both government.' 
fa i l  then the fact would be estab 
lished tha t England and F ra n c  
are responsible fo r  the continue 
t io n  o f the tear, and in  case o 
con tinua tion  of the w a r the Gov 
ernments of Germany and Sovie 
Russia w i l l  consult each other re 
yard ing the necessary .measures.'

Thus S ta lin  come to the aid o 
H it le r ’s “ peace offensive”  am 
helped to spread the lie  that H it 
le r had no fu rth e r im peria lis  
aim s and tha t the con tinuatio i 
o f the w ar would be the sole res 
p o n s ib ility  o f Germany’s cnemief

The Soviet-Nazi trea ty  w h ir l 
d iv ided up Poland was hailed a; 
"crea ting  a safe foundation foi 
las ting  peace in  Eastern Europe’ 
and S ta lin  solem nly concurred in 
H it le r ’s fo rm u la  th a t i f  Englam 
and France would recognize t in  
conquest o f Poland tha t was al 
th a t would he needed to “ mak< 
an end o f the w a r.”

MOLOTOV BOASTS ABOUT 
NAZI-SO VIET “S W IFT  BLOW”

M olotov’s speech of October 31 
1939 gave fu r th e r  support (o tin  
“ peace offensive”  of H it le r :

“ Today, as fa r as (he Europe«! 
great powers arc concerned,”  san 
Molotov, “ Germany is in  the posi 
tion  o f a M a le  that. ' is  s tr iv in g  
fo r the earliest te rm ina tion  of the 
w a r and. fo r  peace, w h ile  B r ita in  
and France, w h ich bu t yesterday 
wero decla im ing against aggres­
sors, avo in  favo r of con tinu ing  
the w ar and arc opposed to the 
conclusions of peace. The roles, as 
you see, are changing.”  (D a ily  
W orker, Nov. 1, 1939).

Molotov, in  tli©  same speech, 
then cyn ica lly  boasts about the

The war of Hitler to destroy the Soviet Union recalls to mind some of the alibis concocted 
by the Stalinists to justify the Stalin-Hitler pac t. Chief lies were that the pact was a blow at the 
Axis powers and would safeguard world peace.

collaboration of the Nazi and Red 
arm ies:

“ One s w if t  blow to  Poland, 
f irs t  by the German A rm y  and 
then by the Red A rm y , and 
no th ing  was l e f t . . . ”
S ta lin ’s co llaboration w ith  H it ­

le r in  dism em bering Poland was 
justified  by S ta lin is t apologists by 
the argum ent tha t, as a resu lt of 
the collaboration, the 11-m illion 
population of the provinces con­
ceded by H it le r  to S ta lin  had been 
“ libera ted.”

B u t t lie  S ta lin is t apologists con­
ven iently  overlooked tha t another |

resu lt of th is  same collaboration 
was the enslavement of more than 
22-m illion o ther people by H it le r  
—  an aw fu l price to pay fo r the 
“ lib e ra tio n ”  o f ha lf as many.

A nd the S ta lin is t apologists 
would not face the fac t tha t, fa r 
more than S ta lin  gained in  th is  
collaboration in  Poland, the Soviet 
Union lost: i t  lost th roughou t the 
w orld mass pro le ta rian  support 
fo r  the Soviet Union, ju s t as the 
S ta lin -H itle r pact had stunned and 
disoriented the w o rld  w ork ing  
class.

We T ro tsky is ts  saw at th a t tim e

how heavy a price the Soviet U n­
ion  was paying fo r  S ta lin ’s d ip lo ­
m atic  “ v ic tories.”  B u t on ly  now, 
a fte r 22 m onths of the S ta lin - II it-  
le r  pact, can one realize to the 
fu l l  w hat the Soviet Union has 
paid. W h ile  a ll Europe was fa l l­
in g  under H it le r ’s dom ination, 
m aking the danger to the Soviet 
Un ion ever greater, the S ta lin is t 
ju s tifica tio n  fo r  the pact drove the 
Soviet and Com intern press to 
conceal the im pending danger of 
Nazi a ttack. The fic tion  th a t the 
pact guaranteed “ peace”  fo r  the

Soviet U n ion had to be preserved 
a t a l l costs!

In  December, 1939, S ta lin  sent 
a message to Von R ibbentrop, ex­
pressing his satis faction a t the 
outcome of the pact and the res­
u lta n t seizure o f Poland. This 
message was published in  thè 
D a ily  W orker, December 26, as 
fo llow s:

“ The frien dsh ip  o f the 
peoples o f Germ any and the 
Soviet Union, C E M E N T E D  B Y  
BLOOD, has a ll grounds to  be 
prolonged and stable.”
T ha t " fr ie n d sh ip ”  is indeed be­

ing  “ cemented by blood”  -r- by 
the blood o f the Soviet soldiers 
dy ing  under the Nazi onslaught, 
dy ing  in  the defense of a Soviet 
Union weakened and disarmed by 
the perfidy and treachery of S ta l­
in ism . T ha t pact is being “ cem­
ented in  blood”  by the Russian 
w orkers and peasants being blown 
to b its  by Nazi bombs.

W hat rem ains of a ll the b luste r­
in g  lies and absurd ities w ith  
w h ich  S ta lin  surrounded his a l­
liance w ith  H itle r ,  h is  assurances 
th a t h is  “ fr ien dsh ip ”  w ith  Der 
Fuehrer was a bu lw a rk  o f Soviet 
defense, h is  boasts th a t the pact 
ensured w o rld  peace, b is  braggart 
deception th a t the pact reflected 
the “ fea r”  o f H it le r  of the “ m ig h t”  
o f the Soviet Union?

W hat has th a t pact given the 
w orkers o f the w o rld  of a ll the 
b la tan t promises made fo r it?

I t  ushered in  not “ peace”  but 
the most devastating w a r of hu­
m an h isto ry. I t  d id  not safeguard 
the defense o f the Soviet Union, 
but paved the way fo r the most 
deadly a ttack  upon the W orkers ’ 
State.

Nazi-Soviet 
War Comment 
In The Press

H itle r W ants This Granary

These gra in  fie lds are pa rt o f  what H it le r  cov ets in  h is assault on the Soviet U n ion . The scene is 
a fie ld  camp on one o f the giant co llective fa rm s in  th e  Kabard ine-Balkarsky Autonom ous Region in  the 
N o rth  Caucasus area o f the Soviet U n ion.

Soldiers Court-Martialled In 1918
Are Still Being Kept In Prison

s>

War Department Won't Even Tell Negro Welfare Group 
How Many Negro Boys, Victims Of Frameups, Are Jailed

After the last war, 380 American soldiers, who received long- &  
;erm court-martial sentences overseas, were brought to this coun- 
ry and placed in federal penetentiarics.

While every European country long ago amnestied all such 
prisoners, nothing is known of the fate of the 380 American 
;oldiers serving long prison terms here.

For six months, the Harlem Welfare Jiquity Association, a 
xlegro organization devoted to prison welfare, has been endeavor- 
ng to obtain from, the Department of Justice and the War 
departm ent in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t^  
chose soldiers s t i l l serv ing court- 
n a rtia l sentences from  the last 
war. i

The Association sent a le tte r to 
Secretary o f W ar Stimsou, on 
January 20. 1911, asking the num­
ber of soldiers court-m artialed 
iver-seas, the num ber of colored 
o ld iers among them, the number 
taced in  federal prisons, and how 

many have since been paroled, 
have died in  prison or s t i l l  rem ain 
behind bars.

FACTS W IT H H E L D  B Y  GOV’T
No rep ly  was made to the As­

sociation’s le tte r. A  s im ila r le tte r 
sent to the d irecto r of the U. S. 
Bureau o f Prisons, also fa iled  tc 
receive any answer.

The Association secured the aid 
of Congressman M arcantonio in 
;tn a ttem pt to get the desired in fo r 
mation. M arcantonio f in a lly  re­
ceived a rep ly from  Secretary 
Stimson sta ting :

“ The data requested is not 
available in  assembled form . To 
gather i t  would requ ire  extensive 
research in  the Office of Iho Judge 
Advocate General, the Office of 
the A d ju ta n t General, and the De­
partm ent of Justice. Under exist­
in g  conditions i t  is regarded as 
umvise to add so considerable a

task to the already heavy de­
mands upon the W ar Department 
s ta ff w ith o u t some showing tha t 
is -is necessary to do so in  the 
pub lic  in te rest.”

NEGRO SO LD IER S F R A M E D
Among the "p u b lic  in terests”  

which demand th is  investigation 
is th a t many o f the soldiers con- 
vincted by courts-m artia l were Ne­
groes, and there, are strong in d i­
cations th a t a number of these 
wero convicted on trumped-up 
charges b rought by w h ite  South­
ern officers. The tr ia ls  were held 
before hostile  and race-prejudiced 
w h ite  Southern officers, under a 
cou rt-m artia l system w h ich did 
not pe rm it any soldiers, le t alone 
Negroes, the op po rtun ity  fo r a 
genuine defense.

A  case which has been under 
a two-year investigation by the 
Association’s officers is l l ia t  o f a 
Negro sold ier who has already 

»spent 23 years of a life  sentence 
on a framed-up charge of “ rape,”  
because a French woman bad had 
vo lun ta ry  re la tions w ith  h im .

Accord ing to facts uncovered by 
N a t J. H um phries, executives d i­
recto r of the welfare organization, 
th is  colored sold ier was co u rt

m artia led  by Southern officers in 
France in  1918. He was firs t given 
a death-sentence, which was la te r 
commuted to life  im prisonm ent.

One of the Southern w h ite  of­
ficers, who had been spurned by 
the French woman whom the Ne­
gro sold ier was alleged to have 
raped, led a group o f officers to 
the French woman’s home and 
staged a ra id . The woman offered 
to te s tify  on the Negro so ld ie r’s 
behalf bu t the cou rt-m a rtia l re­
fused to pe rm it her to tes tify .

Many of the long prison terms 
meted out by those “ kangaroo”  
courts-m artia l were received by 
Negroes from  Southern regiments, 
who were usua lly  charged w ith  
m urder or “ rape.”  In  most ins-, 
tances, evidence shows, Negro sol­
diers were accused o f “ rape”  when 
French women had any so rt of 
vo lu n ta ry  re la tions w ith  them.

The W elfare E q u ity  Association 
has been seeking in fo rm ation  
about these cou rt-m a rtia le d  p r i­
soners in order to in troduce a b ill 
in to  Congress to set a ll those s t il l 
in  prison.

COURTS-MARTIAL SAVAGE
The to ta l number o f American 

soldiers tr ie d  by general courts- 
m a rtia l in  France in  1938 alone, 
according to research o f the Asso­
cia tion . was 16,347. Seven ou t of 
e igh t tried  were convicted.

Death sentences were banded 
down in  145 known cases, between 
A p r i l 6, 1917 and June 1919. Four 
were doomed fo r  "d isobeying o r­
ders,”  one fo r  espionage, five fo r 

1 assault w ith  “ in te n t to rape,”  23

Seafarers Condemn 
Roosevelt For Army 
Strikebreaking

The New York branch of the 
Seafarers International Union 
(A F L ) adopted a motion at its 
Monday night (June 16) mem­
bership meeting, condemning 
President Roosevelt for using 
the Army and breaking the 
strike at the North American 
Aviation plant in Inglewood, 
California.

fo r desertion, three fo r rape and 
m urder, and 20 fo r rape.

O nly 35 of these death sentence? 
were carried out. T ha t most of the 
o rig in a l convictions represented 
gross m iscarriages o f justice and 
sheer o ffic ia l savagery is shown 
by the fact th a t 19 sentences were 
la te r rem itted  o r disapproved, 59’ 
were m itiga ted  to sim ple dishon 
onorable discharges o r -lim ite d  
prison terms, and no fu rth e r ac­
tion  was taken in  32 instances,

W h ile  the government agencies 
have refused to make available 
data on the num ber o f colored 
fo rm er soldiers s t i l l  in  prison, of 
nine officers convicted of sodomy, 
rape o r seduction, none are color­
ed, according to in fo rm ation  the 
Association obtained from  other 
channels.

P a rt of the Association's invest­
iga tion  is concerned w i j l i  deter­
m in in g  w hether those s t il l in  p r i­
son have had a leg itim a te  oppor­
tu n ity  to gain parole. According 
to federal regulations. Federal 
prisoners may be paroled a fte r 
serving one-th ird o f th e ir  sen­
tences, and life -te rm ers a fte r serv­
in g  sixteen years.

C h u rch ill set the line  fo r  the “ de­

mocracies”  on S ta lin . The N. Y. 
W orld-Telegram  fo llowed C hur­
c h ill but expressed the line  a b it  
more fra n k ly : “ Of course he’s a 
scoundrel, bu t lie ’s our scoundrel.”

*  *  *
Senator B u rto n  K . W heeler, 

w ith  whom the S ta lin is ts  had 
been f l i r t in g  th rou gh  th e ir  
peace fron ts , showed how fo u l­
ly  reactionary are the “ iso la­
tio n is ts ” . He sa id : “ I f  we ge t 
in to  th is  w ar wc w i l l  be f ig h t­
ing  fo r  S ta lin  and Communism. 
Those society dames who havq 
been bund ling fo r  B r ita in  w i l l  
soon be bund ling  fo r  Joe 
S ta lin .”

* =* $

The p ic tu re  of the Soviet Union 
fig t il in g  fo r its  life , prompted 
M a rtin  Dies to c ry  fo r new re­
pressions against the Am erican 
w orkers: “ A ll o f those g u illib les  
and fe llow -trave lers in  Am erica 
who aided the Com m unist cause 
p r io r  to the a lliance may be ex­
pected to resume th e ir  ac tiv itie s  
in  beha lf o f Moscow. Am erica Is 
s t i l l  asleep!”

* * *
John T. F lvnn , th a t e rs tw h ile  

lib e ra l “ iso la tion is t,”  said: • " I f
Germany w ins Russia w i l l  go 
Fascist. I f  Russia w ins Germany 
w il l  go Communist. There is no 
choice fo r us a t a ll.”

*  *  *

C h u rch ill’s broadcast p ledg­
in g  aid to  the Soviet U nion, 
was sum m arized by the  Mos­
cow radio. H is  references to  
his past figh ts  aga ins t Com­
munism and his continued “ d is­
lik e ”  o f it ,  were ca re fu lly  de­
leted from  the Soviet sum ­
m ary. F o r a ll the  Soviet mass­
es know, C h u rch ill m ay be em­
bracing M arx  as w e ll as S ta lin .

* * *
A  U. P. dispatch from  Vatican 

C ity  states tha t the “ H o ly  See has 
been tra in in g  priests fo r  du ty  in  
Russia in  event o f a re lig ious 
change there.”  W hichever im per­
ia lis t  gang w ins, the V atican  ex­
pects the Soviet U n ion to be the 
loser.

*  * »

A t the tim e of the H itle r-S ta lin  
pact George Bernard Shaw proc­
la im ed th a t S ta lin  had executed a 
sm art maneuver and th a t the pact 
would smash the Axis. Today he 
speaks again: “ Only yesterday we 
and Am erica were faced w ith  the 
tremendous job o f smashing H i t ­
le r —  w ith  Russia look ing on 
sm iling . Today, we’ve no th ing  to 
do b u t s it  and sm ile w h ile  S ta lin  
smashes H it le r . ”

*  * *
The day a fte r  the w a r broke 

the N E W  M ASSES (issue da t­
ed June 24) h i t  the  news­
stands w ith :  “ The hard-pressed 
C h u rch ill governm ent tho ugh t 
i t  had found a splendid rep ly  
when its  propaganda machine 
spread horrendous tales o f an 
im m inen t G erm an-Soviet clash.

Remember th a t a G erm an- 
Soviet w a r is on ly  conceivable 
i f  Germ any f ir s t  reached an 
understand ing w ith  G reat B r i t ­
a in.”

Yes, remember w hat the S ta lin ­
ists said.

*  * *

A lexander Kerensky, fo rm er 
Russian Prem ier, appealed fo r 
democratic a id to Russia and as­
sured t lie  bourgeoisie tha t “ a de­
m ocratic v ic to ry  w i l l  end in  the 
collapse of the Nazi and Soviet 
regimes and the b u ild in g  o f a free 
in te rna tiona l order.”

*  * *

The W all S treet Jou rna l made 
no comment Monday except to re­
po rt th a t “ sales fo r the firs t hour 
expanded as much as in  m any o f 
the fu l l  sessions o f recent weeks. 
W heat spurted 4 cents, cotton 
rose 75 cents a bale to  a new 
high. B r it is h  E m pire  bonds jum p­
ed 1 to 4 points. Stocks in  T ok io  
dropped 1 to 3 yen.”

T ro ts k y 's  Last W/ o rk
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The ‘L A B O R  W I T H  A W H IT E  S K IN  
C A N N O T  E M A N C IP A T E  IT S E L F  
W H E R E  L A B O R  W I T H  A  B L A C K  
S K IN  IS  B R A N D E D ” —  K A R L  
M A R K .

Negro S truggle
By A L B E R T  P A R K E R

The Presidents Memorandum
President Roosevelt’s m emorandum on the 

question o f N egro  exclusion fro m  the w a r in ­
dustries deserves more study than has been given 
it .  F o r i t  m ust be remembered th a t th is  is the 
f irs t  tim e  in  the a lm ost nine years th a t he has 
been in  the W h ite  House th a t Roosevelt has ever 
spoken on the question o f the Negroes’ problems 
a t a ll.

Everyone w ith  any p o lit ic a l understand ing 
a t a ll knows w hy Roosevelt made the sta tem ent 
a t th is  tim e. I t  was intended to get the leaders 
o f the. M arelx-O n-W ashington Com m ittee to ca ll 
o f f  the J u ly  1 dem onstra tion in  the cap ito l.

F ir s t  o f a ll, i t  should be repeated th a t Roose­
v e lt did not do a n y th in g  to end in d u s tr ia l J im  
Crow ism . In  his statem ent, he on ly  approved the 
action o f the O ffice o f P roduction Managem ent 
in  sending a le tte r  to  a ll em ployers tw o m onths 
ago, ask ing them to “ exam ine w hethe r o r n o t”  
th e ir  em ploym ent polic ies “ make am ple p ro v i­
sion fo r  the f u l l  u t il iz a t io n  o f ava ilab le  and com­
pe tent Negro w orke rs .”  Everyone knows th a t 
no th ing  has happened since th a t tim e. Em ployers 
m ay have examined th e ir  policies, o r the y  m ay 
n o t; bu t c e rta in ly  Negroes have no t go tten  jobs 
as a resu lt.

Negro Press Swallows It
We make th is  p o in t again because there  has 

been so much confusion cast on the question by 
the  m a jo r N egro newspapers. The A fro -A m e r i­
can, fo r  example, sa id : “ P resident Orders De­
fense Jobs Open T o  A l l . ”  The Chicago D efender: 
“ F D R  B i’eaks S ilence; U rges OPM To Smash 
Defense Job Race B an; P resident, S tirred  by 
M any Protests o f Negroes, Takes Belated A ction  
To End E m ploym ent In ju s tice .”  The P ittsbu rgh  
C o u rie r: “ JOBS FOR A L L ” —  R O O S E V E LT ; N a­
t io n ’s C h ie f Executive Orders OPM To H a lt  D is ­
c r im in a tio n  In  A l l  U . S. Defense Indus tries .”  
A s  though to  c linch the m a tte r, the C ourie r head 
on the con tinuation  o f the s to ry  says: “ Roosevelt 
Ends In d u s tr ia l B ias.”

The p la in  and sim ple fac t, o f course, is th a t 
none o f these headlines are correct. They ax-e 
on ly  another example o f th a t g u ll ib i l i ty  th a t 
characterizes the  N egro press when i t  comes to 
ha lf-hea rted  prom ises and evasive statem ents 
th row n  to  them as crumbs.

The ed ito r o f The M il ita n t  eoiTeetly w ro te  las t 
week th a t Roosevelt d id  n o t even speak out, le t 
alone act, aga inst the whole system o f d isc rim ­
in a tio n  in  in du s try . “ W ith  ca re fu l in ten t, Roose­
v e lt ’s words are : ‘in  defense industries ’ , ‘ in  th is  
present emergency’ , ‘ in  defense p roduction ’.”  
Roosevelt presents the question o f jo b  J im  Crow 
in  a “ reasonable”  manner, and summed up he 
m e a n s ''th is r

“ There is go ing to  be a labo r shortage, and 
em ployers w ill have to  use Negroes in  the end 
anyhow. Besides, th is  is an emergency, and we 
m ust make sacrifices, even to  the ex te n t o f h ir ­
in g  some Negroes. T h is  w i l l  not h u r t  the system 
o f J im  Crowism , because i t  w i l l  las t on ly  fo r  the 
emergency, and because in  order to  defend our 
J im  Crow democracy, we m ust use a ll the forces 
a t our disposal. In  addition, g iv in g  the  Negroes 
a few  jobs w ill serve to  remove from  us the s t ig ­
ma o f preaching one th in g  fo r  Europe and prac­
t ic in g  the opposite here. I  am not ta k in g  any 
steps to force em ployers to  h ire  Negroes, I  am 
on ly showing them how reasonable i t  would be.”

Roosevelts "Moral Authority"
Nobody who reads h is  m emorandum c a re fu lly  

can c la im  th a t Roosevelt does more than add his 
m ora l a u th o r ity  to  the  O PM ’s request to  re lax a 
l i t t le  the J im  C row  bars.

W henever m ost em ployers are approached by 
N egro and labor ox-ganizations w ith  the demand * 
th a t they h ire  Negroes, they rep ly  th a t they 
themselves have no ob jection to  h ir in g  them, but 
th a t th e ir  w h ite  employees do, and there would 
be “ troub le ”  wh ich m ig h t re su lt in  a reduction 
in  production.

T h is  is the bosses’ line. B u t w ha t does the 
governm ent, w h a t does Roosevelt say?

In  th e ir  trea tm e n t o f the Negroes in  th a t 
governm ent departm ent where the g rea test num ­
ber o f Negroes are u tilized , the  armed forces, 
Roosevelt says the ve ry  same th in g  as the bosses!

In  the a rm y  and the navy, Negroes are seg­
regated. In  the a rm y  Negroes are a ll in  separate 
reg im ents, there is no such th in g  as a m ixed 
reg im en t where N egro and w h ite  soldiers march 
o r w o rk  side by side. In  the navy Negroes are 
pe rm itted  on ly  in the  mess departm ent, and no­
where else. The continued m aintenance o f th is  
J im  Crow system has been expla ined by Roose­
v e lt and his S ecre tary o f the N avy  on the basis 
th a t “ to make changes would produce s itua tions 
desti'Uctive to m orale and de trim en ta l to the p re­
para tions fo r  na tiona l defense.”

One can easily see fro m  th is  how much Roose­
v e lt ’s m ora l a u th o r ity  on the question o f J im  
Crow ism  am ounts to !

One can also judge Roosevelt’s memorandum 
as much by w h a t i t  leaves ou t as by w ha t i t  says. 
Roosevelt has m any tim es been asked to pu t some 
tee.fh into- the O PM ’s le tte r. He could te ll the 
W a r and N avy D epartm ents to  stop a ll govern­
m en t contracts to  employei-s W’ho d iscrim ina te  
in th e ir  em ploym ent policies. The re su lt would be 
the  im m ediate h ir in g  o f Negro w orkers by thou­
sands o f p lan ts. These p lan ts  are x-un fo r  one 
reason on ly : fo r  p riva te  p ro fit. I f  the governm ent 
were in any w ay to  th rea ten th a t p r iva te  p ro fit, 
the em ployers would drop th e ir  em ploym ent bars 
lik e  pieces o f ho t iron .

B u t Roosevelt makes no such step.'H e is ready 
to send troops in  to  break strikes, bu t he is n ’t  
w i l l in g  to even th rea ten  em ployers who refuse 
to  h ire  Negroes.

The i-e fra in  m ay become monotonous, bu t i t  
is  none the less tru e : The bosses don’t  “ g ive ”  
a n y th in g  fo r  no th ing . W orkers, Negro and white, 
w in  th ings  th a t are w o rth w h ile  on ly  by  fig h tin g  
fo r  them.

Chilean Trotskyists Unite
Strengthened Proletarian Party Maps Program of Action

By T E R E N C E  P H E L A N

SANTIAGO-DB-CII ILL , June 17 (by m a il)—While Roose­
velt, muter the mask of ’‘continental solidarity”  prepares to drag 
the semi-colonial nations of South America behind the war- 
chariot of Yankee imperialism, there was triumphantly forged 
here this week an important link in the real chain of continental 
solidarity— the solidarity of the exploited working masses o f the 
U.S.A. with the super-exploited colonial masses of Latin- 
America.

In a Fusion Congress remarkable for the extremely high 
level both of political discussion and mass enthusiasm, the two 
Chilean groups of the Fourth International, the Partido Obrero 
Revoluciom ario and the P a i'tid o® ---------------------------------------------------
O brero In tem a c ion a lis ta , un ited 
under the name o f the fo rm er. 
The ou ts tand ing  significance o f 
the fusion lies in its  having con­
verted the tw o  ag ita tio n -p ro pa ­
ganda groups in to  a genuine B o l­
shevik pa rty , a lready well-rooted 
among the Chilean workers, w ith  
exce llent perspectives o f soon be­
com ing a mass pa rty .
The fusion, f r u i t  of, a thorough, 
dem ocratic, p rinc ip led  discussion 
in both foi-m er organizations, 
was made on no mere bloc basis; 
but included an exhaustive c r it ic ­
ism and exam ination  o f past po l­
icy, c u lm in a tin g  in  a princ ip led  
denunciation o f ce rta in  past cent­
r is t  e rro rs  com m itted by  the 
P.O.I., passed a lm ost uanim ously 
by the delegates.

P A R T Y  OF W ORKERS
The new un ited p a r ty  has 

foi-ces which, in  a cou n try  o f 
C h ile ’s popu lation, are a lready 
considerable. Seventy-five percent 
o f them  are workers, each a f ig h t­
in g  trade-un ion is t. The gi-owth 
o f the pa i-ty in  the im m ediate 
fu tu re  is soundly expected to  be 
vei’y  rapid," the previous d iv is ion 
hav ing  a r t if ic ia lly  re tarded the 
development o f the Chilean move­
ment because o f the un ce rta in ty  
o f w o rker-sym pa th ize rs  as to 
which group to  jo in .

Both sym ptom atic  and en­
courag ing was the las t-m inu te  
a rr iv a l a t the Congress o f a 
delegate from  three la rge  m in ­
in g -d is tr ic t branches o f the 
P artido  S oc ia lis ta .de  T ra b a ja ­
dores, which had been s tim ­
ula ted by the hews o f fus ion  
in to  b reaking w ith  th e ir  m is- 
leáders and app ly ing  fo r  mem­
bership in  the new un ited o r­
ganization .
The P a rtid o  Socia lista de T ra ­

bajadores is a le ft-re fo rxn is t 
w o rkers ’ p a rty  w h ich  s p lit  o f f  
fro m  the o ffic ia l Socia list P a rty  
because o f its  re fo rm ism  and its  
cap itu la tion  to Yankee im p e ria l­
ism. I t  has 4,000 members, and 
polled 11,000 votes in  the  M arch 
elections. A t  present i t  is  in  fu l l  
cris is, a le f t  w in g  tend ing  sharp­
ly  to  the le f t  and T ro tsky ism ; a 
r ig h t  w in g  p repa ring  to  collapse 
back in to  the Socia lis t P a rty . I t  
is ce rta in  tha t, w ith  the new 
g ra v ita tio n a l pu ll o f the un ited 
P.O.R., th is  in f lu x  o f w orkers to 
the new p a rty  is on ly  the f irs t  o f 
many.

SW P D E L E G A T E  P R E S E N T
F rid a y  n igh t, in  a sem i-public 

inaugura l session attended by the 
34 o ffic ia l delegates and some 60 
guests from  o ther w ork ing-c lass 
organ ization, members, and sym ­
pathizers, the leaders o f the 
P.O.R. and P.O.I. re la ted the h is ­
to r ic  stx-uggle o f T ro tsky ism  in 
Chile and reported on the  nego- 
tions which had led to u n ity .

Scores o f cables, telegram s, le t­
ters, and phonograph recordings 
o f greetings fi-onx o ther sections 
o f the In te rn a tio n a l and fro m  
sym pa th iz ing  organ izations were 
read and played; fo llow ed by 
speeches o f s o lid a rity  and con­
g ra tu la tio n s  by  the fra te rn a l 
delegates o f the L iga  Obrero Re­
vo luc ionario  o f A rge n tin a  and 
the Socia lis t W orkers  Pax-ty 
(U .S.A,).

FO R  D E F E N S E  OF USSR
Satu i'day m orn ing , the  Con­

gress settled down to three 
packed days o f s t r ic t  business, 

i I ts  in te rn a tio n a l reso lu tion, re ­
a ff irm in g  the correctness and 
event-proved tiirie liness o f the 

' basic documents o f the  F o u rth  
In te rn a tion a l, recorded its e lf  un­
an im ously and en tli « ias tica lly  in  
fa v o r o f uncondition; ’ defense o f 
the  Soviet U nion, de fin ing  i t  as 
a degenerated w o rke rs ’ s ta ‘ e, and 
c a llin g  s im ultaneously fo r  tb -  de­
fense o f the conquests o f October 
aga inst the S ta lin is t bureaucracy.

The na tiona l p o lit ic a l thesis 
was the center o f Congress in ­
terest, and gave rise  to  a d is­
cussion whose am plitude (one- 
and-one-half days), and 'h igh  p o li­
t ic a l level exem plified the recog­
n itio n  by the delegates o f the 
cruc ia l im portance o f correct 
eva luations and a correct po licy

in sem i-colonial La tin -A nxerica
P a rtic u la r a tten tion  was given 

to the problem  o f “ na tiona l lib e r­
a tion ,”  o f the combined develop­
m ent and in te rre la tio n  between 
the problem s o f the democi'atic 
and o f the socia lis t revo lu tion  in 
sem i-colonial Chile, in  accordance 
w ith  T ro ts k y ’s b r i l l ia n t  theoi-y of 
perm anent revo lu tion .

T R A D E  U N IO N  U N IT Y
Scarcely less im p o rta n t was 

the trade-un ion reso lu tion  which, 
a p a rt fro m  ca llin g  fo r  an ever- 
inci-easing pene tra tion  o f the 
pax-ty in  the life  o f the unions, 
called fo r  a un ifica tion  o f the 
badly s p lit  Chilean un ion move­
ment, whose in te rn a l d ifferences 
are being used by the bosses axxd 
th e ir  lackeys in  the labo r move­
m ent to  the grave disadvantage 
o f Chilean w orkers.

L A U N C H  W E E K L Y  P A P E R

The im p o rta n t pi'oblem o f the 
press was equa lly seriously con­
sidered. Each group had p rev­
ious ly  m ainta ined a four-page 
lxxonthly newspaper. A f te r  a res­
ponsible eva luation o f the p a r ty ’s 
financ ia l resources, the  Congress 
voted to issue a weekly, thus per­
m it t in g  the newspaper no t on ly 
as in the past to  tre a t general 
problem s but, by its  frequency o f 
issue, to  become a rea l w o rke rs ’ 
paper, tre a tin g  in  up-to -the-

m inute de ta il the specific day-by­
day problem s fac ing  the Chileaxx 
workers, and in  th is  w ay to con­
cretize the p rinc ip les o f the 
F ourth  In te rn a tio n a l in  worker's’ 
terms.

A rrangem ents were also made 
to prepare, in  con junction w ith  
the A rge n tin e  and o ther sections, 
a m on th ly  theore tica l organ in  
Spanish fo r  the southenx po rtion  
o f the continent whose absence 
has been much fe lt  heretofore.

A  B O LS H E V IK  
O R G A N IZ A T IO N

Theses on organization and fin ­
ances, exhaustively and democra 
tic a lly  discussed, rea ffirm ed the 
Bolshevik p rinc ip le  of democ­
ra tic  cen tra lism  against any anc 
a ll petty-bourgeois cen tris t organ 
iza tiona l tendencies; and, in  de 
ta il th a t again demonstrated the 
a n ti-d ile tta n te  and hea lthy p ro le ­
ta ria n  seriousness of the Chilean 
comrades, la id  out the methods o 
w ork  in  the next period, especial 
ly  concentrated in  the w o rk  in 
the trade-unions and in the créa 
tion  o f a U n ited Proletariat. 
Front, in  con trad is tinc tion  to the 
treacherous Popular F rontlsm  
w hich has in  recent years dis 
orientated and betrayed the Chi 
lean workers.

A general Program of Action 
again discussed w ith  an earnest 
ness and concrete deta il w hic l 
showed how intense was the del 
egates’ determ ination to push fo r 
ward In  practica l grow th aixd in  
flence, was approved in  its  basic 
objectives; and in  order tha t every 
m ilita n t m ig h t partic ipa te  in  the 
fo rg ing  of the program  of the 
p a rty ’s day-by-day tasks, the Con 
gress voted th a t im m ediate in 
terna l discussion bu lle tin  should 
concretize the general program 
even as i t  is  -carried out.

By amicable p r io r  agreement, 
the two groups had settled upor.

a jo in t tic k e t fo r the new National 
Executive Committee, the propor­
tions o f s ix  fo rm er P.O.R. and 
three fo rm er P.O.I. leaders loyally 
re flec ting  the num erical re la tion 
of forces of the fo rm er groups 
and u t il iz in g  the best leadership 
calibre from  both.

IM P O R T A N C E  OF F U S IO N
The im portance of th is  Coxx 

gress trascends the na tiona l plane 
I t  was not on ly a smashing reply 
to those m alic ious wiseacres win 
contend th a t T ro tsky ism  is by na 
ture cen trifuga l and propagates 
itse lf on ly  by sp lits ; i t  was alsc 
a splendid challenge and a b r i l 
lia n t precedent, to those othei 
T ro ts k y is t groups in  Latiix-Am er 
ican who, though on the po litics ! 
position o f the F ourth  In terna 
tional, have not as yet succeeded 
in su rm oun ting  the o i'gan izationa l 
differences which keep them in  se 
parate groups. I t  is certa in  tlxai 
the fine example of the Chilean 
comrades w i l l  accelerate the pro 
cesses of fusion already visible 
throughout South Am erica.

B u t above a ll the Congress 
drove hoxxxe once again the lesson 
of in te rna tiona l so lid a rity  of the 
working-class in a v iv id  and un 
forgettab le  way. As one by one 
the fro n tie rs  are closed, and the 
wai'-bent bourgeoisie hammers 
w ith  ever-inci'easing pressure to 
tu rn  the workers against tlxeii 
brothers in  other countries — the 
Chilean congress, fo r th is  observ 
er-delegate, concretized in  a sinx- 
ple and m oving way the meaning 
o f w orkers ’ in te rna tiona lism .

A  tru c k e r ham m ering over 
the road to  A k ro n  to n ig h t can 
have the he a rt-w a rm ing  assur­
ance th a t s ix  thousand m iles 
axvay to  the southeast some 
unknown comrade on the n ig h t-  
s h if t  o f a Chilean Coppermine 
is— despite Roosevelt’s war, 
despite closed fro n tie rs  and

censored com m unications —  
th in k in g  the same thoughts, 
w o rk in g  and p lann ing w ith  the 
same princ ip led  purpose, set­
t in g  his ja w  in  the same B o l­
shevik de te rm ina tion— fo r the 
w orld  soc ia lis t revo lu tion , fo r  
the Soviet U n ited  S tates o f the 
Am ericas.

Army Taught To 
Fight "Strike 
Agitators"

The U. S. A rm y  is being 
readied fo r  “ na tional defense”  
a g a in s t.. .the A m erican w o rk ­
in g  class.

A n  item  in the Quincy, M as­
sachusetts, P A T R IO T -L E D G ­
ER, June 14, describes m an­
euvers by the 36th Coast A r ­
t i l le ry  Brigade iix “ de fend ing”  
Fore R iver, the Boston N avy 
Y ard  and the W ate rtow n  a r ­
senal against “ saboteurs and 
s tr ik e  ag ita to rs .”

On the W est Coast, the San 
D iego harbor fo rtif ic a tio n s  at 
P t. Luma were “ successfully 
defended”  recently  by soldiers 
o f the 19th Coast A r t i l le ry ,  in  
maneuvers in  which one group 
o f soldiers, as the local press 
described it ,  “ clad in  blue den­
im , s im ulated a mob led by 
f i f th  column a g ita to rs * ’

Roosevelt’s use o f federal 
troops aga inst the N o rth  Am e­
rican  A v ia tio n  s tr ik e rs  w asn 't 
accidental. T h a t’s w hat the 
boss-run a rm y is fo r, as the 
examples o f these tra in in g  
maneuvres indicate. T h e  
“ enemy” , to  the boss govern­
ment, is  no t s im p ly  those in  
the un ifo rm  o f the  Panzer 
D iv is ions, b u t m ore im m ed­
ia te ly , those who wear “ blue 
denim ”  a t home.

Lewis, Murray and Mediation
The Mediation Board's Ahfi-LaboFRole Is Kn own To These Labor Officials

L is tin g  the various governm ent s trikeb rea k ing  ac tiv itie s  which 
he was asking a ll CIO a ffilia te s  to  combat, P h ilip  M u rra y  w ro te  o f 
the N a tion a l Defense M ed ia tion Board, in  his June 12th le tte r  to 
a ll CIO bodies: &

“ No m ediation board, which has as its  fun c tion  to  mediate 
labor disputes, should usurp o r be given the a u th o rity  to  impose 
com pulsory a rb itra tio n  o r to  in te rfe re  in  any way w ith  the 
basic r ig h ts  o f labor.”

T h is  s tatem ent is s ig n ifica n t as the f irs t  c r it ic a l word u tte red 
by M u rra y  about the Board since he accepted appo intm ent to  i t  by 
Roosevelt. I t  is his f irs t comment®--------------------------------------------------------
on the fact th a t the Board has 
made a practice o f o rdering  s t r ik ­
ers back to w ork  before negotia­
tions and m ediation fo r a settle­
ment of th e ir  grievances — a prac­
tice w h ich  M urra y  correctly  calls 
com pulsory a rb itra tio n .

He calls on the unions to p ro­
test against th is  vicious practice. 
How can the workers successfully 
pu t aix end to it?  T h is  is now a 
p ro found ly  im p o rtan t question. 
Let us see w hat lig h t  can be 
th row n  oxx th is  question by what 
John L . Lew is and P h ilip  M urray 
have been saying and doing in 
connection w ith  the M ediation 
Board.

L E W IS  B L A S T E D  T H E  BO ARD 
B U T  T H E N  W H IT E W A S H E D  IT

E very  m ilitan t, w o rker applaud­
ed, some ten weeks ago, when 
Lewis, on A p r il 12, du ring  the 
m in e r’s s trike , declared:

“ We are no t go ing to  fo llow  
th is  new fo rm u la  th a t seems 
to have been discovered by the 
M edia tion Board in  W ash ing­
ton, when they w ire  s tr ike rs  to 
go back to  w ork and bust th e ir  
s tr ik e  and then come to W ash­
in g ton  and m ediate fo r  the 
rem nants o f it .  The U n ited  
M ine W orkers  o f Am erica do 
no t mediate th a t way, and th is  
present stoppage w il l  no t be 
settled th a t way.”

Thanks to th is  stand the m iners 
stayed on s tr ik e  fo r 28 days and 
won th e ir  main demands before 
going back to work, instead of bp- 
in g  tied up endlessly and f r u i t ­
lessly in  m ediation.

U n fo rtuna te ly , however, Lew is 
did not continue to stand by his 
characterization of the conduct of 
the M ediation Board. He adopted 
a conc ilia to ry  a ttitud e  toward the 
Board, exp la in ing  away as w ell 
as he could h is previous words 
and w hitew ashing its  la te r a c tiv ­
ities. Lew is -did th is  in  a state­
ment in  the United M ine W ar kern 
Journa l, May 1, 1941, which dep­
lored the “ erroneous im pression”  
tha t “ puts M r. Lew is in  the posi­

tion  o f de fy ing  the M ediation 
Board." A ll tha t he rea lly  meant 
was:

“ M r. Lew is had l-eference to  
the fo rm u la  o f o rdering  s t r ik ­
ers back to  w o rk  and then, as 
he said, ‘m ed ia ting fo r  the rem ­
nants.’ T h is  po licy was fo llow ed 
in  the f ii 's t  several cases re ­
fe rred  to  the boar’d and was a 
po licy designed by certa in  
board o ffice rs ra th e r than the 
fu l l  board its e lf. I t  has not 
been followed, however, in  more 
recent cases.”  (U n ited  M ine 
W orkers Journa l, M ay 1, 1941, 
crar emphasis.)

I f  by “ more recent cases”  Lewis 
was p red ic ting  the fu tu re  course 
o f the M ediation Board, he has 
proved to be a poor prophet, in ­
deed. The "fo rm u la  of ordering 
s tr ike rs  back to w ork  and then 
m ediating fo r  the rem nants" has 
become the sum to ta l o f the 
Board’s activ ities .

U N IO N  F IG  LE A V E S  ON
G O V E R N M E N T
S T R IK E B R E A K IN G

We are qu ite ready to believe 
Lew is’ assertion th a t th is  was r 
po licy designed “ by certa in  board 
officers ra the r than the fu ll board 
its e lf.”  T ha t on ly  goes to shov 
how im poten t to affect the cours ' 
o f the Board are the CIO officers 
M urra y  and Kennedy, who an 
members of tha t Board. The tra d ' 
union offic ia ls appointed by Roos 
evelt to the Board can be outvoted 
on every issxxe by the cap ita lis t! 
and the “ representatives of th< 
pub lic  who constitute the Board 
m a jo rity . Those "ce rta in  board 
officers,”  acting  on behalf of th f 
governm ent and the bosses, dictate 
the s trikeb reak ing  po licy of the 
Board w ith  u tte r disregard fo r 
what the trade union offic ia ls who 
are members of the Board may 
have to say.

Indeed, i f  we are to understand 
Lewis correctly , these "certa in  
board o ffic ia ls ”  established th is  
s trikeb reak ing  po licy w ith o u t even 
bothering  to hold a fo rm a l meet­

ing  of the Board at which the 
trade union offic ia ls m ig h t have 
had an oppo rtun ity  to l'ecord 
votes against it !

W hat, then, is the function  on 
the Board of M urray  and Ken­
nedy o f the CIO and Meany and 
H a rrison  of the A F L ! A  very im ­
po rtan t func tion  —  fo r the govern­
ment and the employers. T lie ir  
presence on the Board lends its' 
acts against the unions the char­
acter of being sanctioned by the 
o ffic ia l leadership of the trade un­
ion  movement. They serve as so 
many union fig-leaves, covering up 
the nakedly anti-labor role o f the 
M edia tion Board. Im potent to 
change the Board’s po licy they are 
potent on ly to enforce the Board’s 
po licy upon the labor movement.

M U R R A Y  K N E W  IN  A D V A N C E  
T H E  B O A R D ’S R E A L  RO LE

A ll th is  was undei'stood evexx be­
fore the Board was established — 
understood, not on ly  by us, but 
also by P h ilip  M urray.

In  the CIO News of M arch 10, 
1941, M urra y  warned th a t a medi 
a tion  board w i l l  “ b ring  te rr if ic  
pressure to bear on labor to agrer 
to a rb itra tio n  in  p rac tica lly  a ll 
s itua tions”  and "w il l  necessarily 
find its  a tten tion  directed against 
labor in  order to m a in ta in  the sta­
tus quo as much as possible,”  seek­
ing  to prevent “ wage increases or 
im provem ent of w o rk ing  condi­
tions o f labor.”

Yet, a week a fte r w r it in g  this. 
M urra y  succumbed to Roosevelt’s 
pressure and entered the Media­
tion  Boai'd. N o r has M urray ever 
attempted to exp la in the flag ran t 
con trad ic tion  between w hat he 
w rote and w hat he did.

W hatever explanation he m ight 
have sought to make, events have 
demonstrated to the fu ll the tru th  
of w hat he wrote. No trade union 
o ffic ia l should ever have accepted 
appointm ent to the M ediation 
Board.

In  the lig h t  of these facts it  
becomes p la in  how the labor 
movement can best combat the 
s trikeb reak ing  ac tiv itie s  of the 
M ediation Board. I ts  s trikeb reak­
ing  is not accidental, i t  is not 
"u su rpa tion ”  as M urray puts it. 
i t  is  the essence o f the Board. 
T h a t’s what i t  was established for.

The w orkers, both CIO  and

A F L , must- demand th a t there

be no more union fig-leaves on
governm ent s trikeb reak ing . De­

mand th a t a ll trade  un ion o f­
fic ia ls  resign fro m  the N a ­
t i o n a l  Defense M ed ia tion 
B oard!

HO W  TO EXPO SE T H E  
B O A R D ’S S T R IK E B R E A K IN G

I f  the CIO members, M urray 
and Kennedy, were to resign, the 
A F L  members, H a rrison  and 
Meany, would never be able to 
stay long in  th e ir  seats. The resig­
nation of M urray  and Kennedy 
would insp ire  a t id a l wave of la ­
bor, both A F L  and CIO, which 
would sweep the A F L  members 
out of the Board and leave i t  re­
vealed fo r w hat i t  ac tua lly  is: a 
boss-controlled s trikeb reak ing  in ­
strum ent.

The demand fo r resignation of 
a ll trade un ion offic ia ls  from  the 
appointive posts in  the Mediation 
Board also raises the question o f 
a ll appo intive posts in  the govern 
nxent: H illm a n  and his "Labor 
A dvisory D iv is io n " in  the OPM. 
T racy in  the Departm ent o f La­
bor, etc.

E s tab lish ing  the p rinc ip le  

th a t no trade union o ffic ia l re ­
mains in an appo intive post in  
th is  governm ent would unmask 
H illm a n  com plete ly as the 

t r a ito r  to labor th a t he is. L ike -
uOther tradewise w ith  any 

union o ffic ia l \ who insisted on 
c lin g in g  to  the post to which 
Roosevelt appointed him .

M u rra y ’s June 12th le tte r to the 
CIO, fo llowed by Labor’s Non- 
Partisan League’s statement, a t­
tack ing  Roosevelt’s s trikeb reak­
ing, and by M u rra y ’s le tte r re­
pud ia ting  stories th a t lie is p lan­
n ing a “ red purge”  in  the CIO, 
have served to draw  the battle 
lines more c learly  between the la 
bor movement and its  enemies. 
The labor movement is now s ta rt­
ing  a counter-offensive against 
governm ent strikebreaking .

B ut th a t counter-offensive can 
succeed on ly i f  the workers know 
ju s t what to shoot at. M u rra y ’s 
head s ticks out of the M ediation 
Board and causes the workers to 
w ithhoud th e ir  fire . T h a t m ust 
not continue.

f

No m ore union fig-leaves 
on governm ent s trikeb reak ing . 
Demand the res igna tion  o f a ll 
trade  union o ffic ia ls  fro m  the 
N a tiona l Defense M edia tion 
Board and a ll o ther appo in tive  
posts in  the  governm ent!

British  " Labor"  

Party Refuses 
Aid to India

-  5

By JA C K  W E B E R

Xhe consequences o f the B r it is h  Labor P a r ty ’s 
co llabora tion w ith  C h u rch ill are revealed in  the 
recent a ttitu d e  o f th a t p a rty  tow ards Ind ia . The 
Labor P a rty  leaders have w ith d ra w n  suppoi't 
fro m  the H indu  socia list, K i'ishna  Menon, who 
was fo r  sixteen years a m em ber o f pa rlia m en t 
fo r  Dundee, a lw ays elected on the Labor P a rty  
tic ke t. The Labo r P a r ty  now  w ith d ra w s  support 
o f his candidacy on the  Labo r P a rty  t ic k e t be- 
Axuse o f Menon’s stand on Ind ia . He is seci'e tary 
o f the Ind ia  League o f London, an organ iza tion  
th a t advocates independence fo r  Ind ia .

I t  is  always a good th in g  to  have the a ttitu d e  
o f the heads o f the Labo r P a rty  expx-essed in  
w r it in g . A  le tte r  signed by G. R. Shepherd on 
behalf o f the Natioxxal Execu tive  o f the B r it is h  
Labo r P a rty , exp la ins the  refxxsal to  reixxdorse 
Menon as fo llo w s : “ I t  is im possib le both fo sup­
p o rt the stx-uggle o f  the Ind ian  people and be a 
loya l supporte r o f the  p o licy  o f the B r it is h  Labor 
Pax-ty leadership.”  The same le tte r  dares to a f­
firm  a f te r  th is  brazen s ta tem ent: “ the Labor 
P a rty  does n o t w h it t le  down in  any w ay its  own 
desire fo r  the w e lfa re  o f Ind ia .”

Monon rep lies to  th is  le tte r : “ M y  alleg iance 
is to  those p i'inc ip les o f freedom  and social ju s ­
tice basic t o . the in tex'nationa l soc ia lis t xxxove- 
xxxent” . He adds: “ The Labo r P a rty  po licy  is now 
declared by its  supreme executive to  be opposed 
to the basic conceptions o f se lf-de te rm ina tion  and 
na tiona l independence o f sub ject peoples and a t 
best to be fo r  some fo rm  o f benevolent and p a t­
ron iz in g  im p e ria lism ."

L e t us state r ig h t  here th a t we agi'ee thorough­
ly  w ith  the sta tem ent made in  the le tte r  o f the 
Labor Pax-ty th a t i t  is  im possib le to  support both 
the s trugg le  o f the Ind ian  people and the leader­
ship o f the La bo r P a r ty  a t one and the same 
tim e. To support the  s tru g g le  o f the Ind ian  
people, d irected aga ins t B r it is h  im peria lism , one 
m ust oppose the Labor P a r ty  Leaders who bo ls te r 
up th a t im peria lism . O f th a t the re  can be no t 
the s ligh te s t doubt. The m isleaders o f B r it is h  
labo r are compelled by the  log ic  o f th e ir  support 
o f and co llabora tion  w ith  the  T o ry  governm ent, 
to c a rry  on the  w a r o f the Tories against the 
colon ia l peoples. These peoples are qu ite  p ro pe rly  
ready to  make use o f the p lig h t o f th e ir  im per­
ia lis t  m asters to  s tr ik e  a b low  fo r  th e ir  own 
freedom.

T h is  Was M acdona ld 's  P o lic y  Too
B u t le t us n o t suppose th a t th is  a tt itu d e  on 

the p a rt o f the La bo r P a rty  leaders is ju s t  a w a r 
a ttitu d e . N o t a t a ll. I t  is  in  line  w ith  the  tx-adi- 
tions o f Labo r P a r ty  governm ent in  peacetime 
too. W hen the H indus, in  th e ir  jo y  th a t la bo r 
had gained a v ic to ry  and taken over the  govern­
m en t under Ram say Macdonald, fe l t  th a t the y  
could then act in  th e ir  own behalf, M acdonald 
iden tified  hiixxself and h is p a r ty  com ple te ly  w ith  
B r it is h  im peria lism . H e used the a rm y  aga inst 
the Ind ian  people and sa id : “ No p a r ty  in  G reat 
B r ita in  w i l l  be cowed by  th rea ts  o f fo rce  o r by 
polic ies designed to  b r in g  governm ent to  a stand­
s t i l l . ”

N o t on ly  do we agree th a t i t  is  im possib le to  
support both the  Ind ian  people and the Labor 
P a rty  leaders. W e go1 fu r th e r .  I t  is- im possible 
to defend democi'acy and to  support these leaders 
in the coa lition  governm ent. T h e ir  actions pave 
the w ay fo r  fasc ism  in  E ng land ju s t as su re ly  
as the  actions o f the  social dem ocratic leaders 
o f Germ any paved the w ay fo r  H it le r .  I f  democ­
racy is to- surv ive  in  Eng land, then the w orkers 
alone w i l l  be responsible fo r  its  sux'vival. They 
can defend dem ocracy on ly  by re p u d ia tin g  the 
labor betrayer's who s it  toge the r w ith  the a rch­
reac tiona ry  C h u rch ill in  the Cabinet. They can 
defend democracy o n ly  b y  se ttin g  up th e ir  own 
governm ent.

B rit is h  A n d  In d ia  W o rke rs  M ust U n ite
I t  is absolute ly c lear th a t the in te rests  o f the 

w o rk in g  class o f E ng land and the in te rests  o f the 
colon ia l peoples are tied  together. A n y th in g  
which weakens the s tru g g le  o f the one, weakens 
the s tru g g le  o f the  other. B oth  f ig h t a common 
enemy, the m aste r class, the  im p e ria lis t ru l in g  
class. There fore i f  anybody acts fo r  the  ru lin g  
class aga inst the colon ia l people, by the same 
token he acts to  s treng then  th a t  saxne class 
aga inst the exp lo ited w orkers  in  the  home coun­
try .  The Labor P a r ty  leaders who no t on ly  w i l l  
not aid the H indus b u t on the co n tra ry  sanction 
the use o f force aga inst thexxi, are by th is  act 
a im ing  a b low  a t the w orkers  a t home whom  they 
supposedly represent. The w oi'kers are kep t in  
subjection to  th e ir  exp lo ite rs  th rou gh  the acts o f 
co llabora tion  o f th e ir  “ leaders.”

The B r it is h  w orkers  believe in democracy a t 
home and abroad. They always supported the de­
mand fo r  se lf-de te rm ina tion  o f the colon ia l 
peoples, p a r tic u la r ly  the  H indus. B u t i t  is  no t 
enough to  sym path ize w ith  the f ig h t o f the  col­
on ia l peoples fo r  independence. The w orkers  m ust 
rendsr active aid to  the  H indus. H ow  can th is  
be done? How  can B r it is h  Labor re a lly  f ig h t fo r  
democracy, f ir s t  o f a ll in  th e ir  own b a iliw ic k  and 
in th e ir  own “ em p ire” .? They can do th is  on ly  by 
f ig h tin g  the fo rce  w h ich prevents and suppresses 
democracy, the c a p ita lis t class. The B r it is h  w o rk ­
ers can fu r th e r  the  cause o f independence a t 
home and abroad by  a m il ita n t  stx-uggle aga’ns t 
th is  reac tiona ry  ru l in g  class w h ich no m ore figh ts  
fo r  democracy than any o f the d ic ta to rs  do.

B u t before i t  is  possible fo r  the w orkers tc, 
f ig h t rea c tion a ry  cap ita lism , the y  face the p re ­
lim in a ry  task o f c learing  o u t o f th e ir  pa th  the 
rubbish th a t accum ulated fro m  a preceding epoch. 
T h is  im ped ing rubbish exists in  the  fo rm  o f an 
oppoi-tunist and rea c tion a ry  labo r leadership 
which helps m a in ta in  the yoke o f s lavery  on the 
necks o f the w orkers. The’ step to  repud ia te  these 
m isleaders would be the  f ir s t  g re a t step in  the 
s trugg le  fo r  em ancipation.'
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JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M ilita ry  tra in in g  o f w orkers, financed 

by the governm ent, bu t under co n tro l 
o f the trade unions. Special o ffice rs ’ 
tra in in g  camps, financed by the gov­
ernm ent bu t con tro lled  by the trade 
unions, to  tra in  w orkers to  become 
officers.

2. Trade u n ion  wages fo r  a ll workers 
d ra fted  in to  the arm y.

3. F u ll equa lity  fo r  Negroes in  the armed 
forces and the war industries— Down 
w ith  J im  Crowism  everywhere.

4. A peoples’ re fe rendum  on any and a ll 
wars.

5. Confiscation o f  a ll war p ro fits . E xp ro ­
p ria tio n  o f a ll war industries and th e ir  
opera tion  under w orkers ’ con tro l.

6. For a r is in g  scale o f wages to  meet the 
ris in g  cost o f liv in g .

7. W orkers Defense Guards against vig­
ilan te  and fascist attacks.

8. An Independent Labor Party based on 
the Trade Unions.

9 .  "A  W orke rs ’ and Farm ers’ Govern­
m ent.

The Ford Victory
The spreading shadow of the war has served to 

obscure the significance of the achievement of the 
Ford workers last week in securing a signed union 
contract from the Ford Motor Company.

Bourgeois journalists may fix their eyes ex­
clusively on the shifting m ilita ry  scenes. But for 
the American workers, and the international work­
ing class, this victory of the Ford workers has as 
profound implications as the m ilita ry  battles of the 
imperialists.

The demonstrated might of the organized Ford . 
workers is a heartening symbol of that power which 
is destined to determine the final outcome of the 
war.

For the fate of humanity does not rest upon 
the immediate achievements, the gains and losses, 
of the various armies of imperialism, bourgeois 
democratic or fascist. The fate o f humanity is de­
pendent upon the revolutionary might, and the 
w ill to conquer power, of the workers of the world.

Not the armies of Churchill and Roosevelt w ill 
save the Soviet Union and destroy the menace of 
fascism. The international proletarian revolution, 
shattering root and branch the whole world sys­
tem of capitalist imperialism, alone w ill put an 
end to the devastations of imperialist war and to 
all human exploitation.

Every advance in the organized power of the 
workers in any nation in the w'orld, every victory 
over any sector of the ruling classes, prepares and 
strengthens the workers for that hour when they, 
and they alone w ill put an end to the bloody 
shambles perpetrated by capitalism.

That is w'hy we hail the victory of the Ford 
workers over the greatest industrial tyrant in Ame­
rica.

The Ford victory comes at that very moment 
in history when all the forces of capitalistureaction 
are bent upon the total destruction of the organ­
ized defenses o f the working class everywhere. The 
class-conscious bosses,' no less than the class-con­
scious workers, are aware of the profounder mean­
ing of such victories for organized labor. If, at a 
given moment, they appear to yield to the workers, 
as in the case o f Ford, that is not because the

bosses are less intent upon the destruction of the 
organized working class.

It would be a fatal error i f  the Ford workers 
should imagine that their fight is at an end. What 
Henry Ford has conceded to the workers has not 
been yielded out of choice or some sudden access 
of good w ill. It has been wrung out of him by sheer 
organized power, and w ill be maintained by that 
power alone.

Ford’s hatred o f the workers has not abated. 
He is not reconciled to unionism. He is no less an 
enemy of labor today than he was yesterday. He is 
merely planning to adjust his methods in order to 
defeat the workers despite the unfavorable circum­
stances in which he now finds himself.

Ford plans to destroy the union by more subtle 
and deceptive means. He hopes to weaken and 
throttle it from within.

His major strategy now w ill be to win over and 
corrupt the International leadership of the UAW - 
C10, to tie that leadership into a form of “ partner­
ship" with his management, to induce that leader­
ship to lu ll the vigilance of the workers and stifle 
their militancy. A t a more opportune moment, he 
w ill once more resume his more drastic methods 
against the workers, when he believes them to be 
drained of their m ilitancy and their leaders to be 
too conservative to accept the challenge of a real 
fight.

But Ford has been proved wrong in his prev­
ious methods for destroying the union. He w ill be 
proved wrong again. He calculates too little  on the 
workers, their indestructible fighting qualities, their 
solidarity, their w ill to extend the gains which they 
have already achieved, their capacity to produce 
new and m ilitant leaders. Tomorrow, i f  Ford re­
sumes his open war on the workers, he w ill find 
them as powerful and unyielding an opponent as 
he finds them today.*

The economic battles of the workers are no sub­
stitute for the political and m ilita ry  battles which 
they w ill have to fight against fascism and capital­
ist reaction. But victories like that over Ford are 
the necessary preliminaries to the still greater pro- 
fetarian battles that lie ahead.

Molotov and Hitler
Revolution generates its own "secret weapons.”  

These were the weapons with which the embattled 
Workers of Soviet Russia twenty years ago hurled 
back foreign and domestic enemies on twenty-two 
fronts from the Crimea to Archangel, from Petro- 
grad to Vladivostok. These were the weapons of 
revolutionary propaganda which dissolved oppos­
ing armies and inspired actual mutinies in the 
American interventionist forces in Siberia. These 
were the weapons which forced British withdrawal 
when British workers refused to load goods for 
British forces in Russia.

To what extent has the Stalinist degeneration 
in the Soviet Union dulled these weapons and 
rendered them ineffectual fo r use in the war against 
Nazi imperialism? Certainly Molotov’s broadcast 
announcing the outbreak of war last Sunday of­
fered no grounds for optimism in this regard.

A ll Molotov did was to whine about “ perfidy 
unparallelled in the history of civilized nations.”  
He insisted that “ the German government could 
not find grounds for a single complaint”  against 
the Krem lin’s observance of the Stalin-H itler pact. 
He proclaimed, as though i t  were something to 
shake millions loose from torpor—that Germany 
had violated a non-aggression pact!

Did he call upon the German workers to rise 
against their rulers? No, he referred to the German 
masses only to say that “ we well understand’’ their 
“ sufferings.”

Did he appeal at all to the monumental history 
of the c iv il war of 1918-22 when the Russian work­
ers showed how revolutionary conquests could be 
defended? No.

Molotov sounded like the Chamberlain of 
Sept. I, 1939. We have been grievously wronged 
and deceived and now, we regret to say, we have 
to defend ourselves against a perfidious attack— 
that was the tenor of his statement. Not a word of 
the fight for socialism, the struggle for the world 
revolution.

In contrast to Molotov’s tim id ity, H itler, the 
demagogue and propagandist, in his proclamation 
of war claimed that German Fascism is "striving 
. . .  for a new Socialist order.. .systematically elim­
inating differences of rank and class...”  H itler 
had learned more from the history of the Russian 
revolution and used it, in reverse and for opposite 
purposes, than the whole Stalinist bureaucracy has 
ever known. H itler w'as smart enough to tell the 
w'ar-oppressed masses of Germany that the war 
against the Soviet Union w'as a “ war for social­
ism.” T o  this Molotov replies with a whining re­
cital of H itle r’s insincerity.

Not by such means and methods w ill the Sov­
iet Union be successfully defended. Not by such 
means w ill the H itler incubus be severed from the 
German masses. The Stalinist regime w ill act as 
a brake and a check on the power of resistance of 
the Russian workers. The task of breaking that 
hold becomes one of the most fearful urgency i f  
the war against H itler is to be fought as it should 
be fought.

The Nazi a ttack on the Soviet Union tears the 
last crum b ling  prop out from  under the "re a lis tic ”  
policies o f S ta lin  and the K re m lin  o liga rchy. T o­
day the USSR faces the crush ing a ttack o f the 
m onster tha t S ta lin  helped create.

A ga inst S ta lin ’s false policies fo r  eighteen 
years one voice was f irm ly  and consistently raised 
—the voice of Leon T ro tsky. S ta lin  acted always 
from  the narrow  and conservative and counter­
revo lu tiona ry  standpo in t o f the Soviet bureauc­
racy. T ro tsky  argued always from  the standpoint 
of the fundam ental in terests o f the Russian and 
the w o rld  revo lu tion. S ta lin  won applause in  
the salons of the w orld  bourgeoisie. He was the 
“ rea lis t”  who was help ing to destroy the "menace" 
of Communism. T ro tsky  was the "im p rac tica l 
dreamer,”  the man who never swerved from  the 
path of the w orld  revo lu tion.

Now once more the w a rn ing  of th is  "im p ra c ­
t ic a l”  are v indicated by events. T h is  is no cause 
fo r  mere fing e rp o in ting—such sa tis fac tion  T ro ts k y  
h im self always found m elancholy indeed. The 
pe ril of w h ich he warned has now come to pass 
and we know  tha t i f  T ro tsky  were a live  today, 
he would be o ffe ring  his services w ith o u t hesita­
tion  to the Red A rm y w h ich  he brought in to  being.

There are profound lessons to be learned from  
T ro tsky ’s repeated warn ings and predictions of 
a Nazi a ttack on the Soviet Union.

B e fo re  H it le r  Came T o  P ow er
These he made not on ly  a lte r H it le r  came to 

power, bu t even before th a t fa te fu l event. In  
1931, T ro tsky  w rote;

"Once Hitler comes to power, and proceeds to 
crush the vanguard of the German workers, pul­
verizing and demoralizing the whole proletariat 
for years to come, the Fascist government alone 
will be the only government capable of waging 
war against the USSR. . .  In case of victory (in 
Germany) Hitler will become the Super-Wrangel 
of the world bourgeoisie.”— (GERMANY, TH E  
KEY TO TH E IN TER N A TIO N A L S ITU A TIO N .)

In  an a rtic le  in  L ib e rty  (Ju ly  16, 1932), T ro tsky  
w ro te :

“To make intervention possible, a great, high­
ly industrialized, and moreover, continental Eu­
ropean empire would be needed . . .  To be more 
accurate— a country would be needed which had 
nothing to lose. A glance at the political map of 
Europe will convince you that such a mission 
could be undertaken only by a Fascist Germany. 
More than that, a Fascist Germany would have 
no other road left to go . . .  A war against the 
Soviet Union would grow out of these circum­
stances with fatal necessity.”

F o r C ru sh in g  H it le r  A t O nce
T ro tsky  then went on in  the same a rtic le  to 

give his famous ou tline  fo r  the course the K rem lin  
should fo llow  in  event o f the v ic to ry  of Fascism 
in  Germany. W ho knows how d iffe re n t Europe 
and the w orld  m ig h t be today i f  th is  po licy  had 
been pursued! He declared:

. “In my opinion this is how the Soviet 
government OUGHT to act in case of a 
Fascist coup in Germany. Upon receiving the 
telegraphic communication of this event I  
would, in their place, sign an order for the 
mobilization of army reserves. When you 
have a mortal enemy before you,’ and when 
war flows with necessity from the logic of 
the objective situation, it  would be unpardon­
able lightmindedness to give that enemy time 
to establish and fortify himself, conclude the 
necessary alliances, receive the necessary 
help, work out a plan of concentric military 
actions—not only from the west but from 
the east—and thus grow up to the dimen­
sions of a colossal danger.”

I t  was in  th is  period th a t T ro tsky  tire less ly  
worked to prevent the v ic to ry  of H it le r  in  Ger­
m any and to assure the v ic to ry  of the German 
w o rk ing  class. Those were the days in  which he 
urged the broadest un ited fro n t of the Social De­
mocrats and the Communists to fo rm  a bloc 
against Fascism. He was dubbed a “ counter-re­
v o lu tio n is t”  fo r th is  po licy by the S ta lin is ts . S ta l­
in  was s t i l l  seeing the Social Democracy as "the  
main enemy”  and the German Com m unist P arty  
was he lp ing  the Nazis ba tte r aw ay a t the Social 
Democrats and thereby encompassed the Commun­
is t P a rty ’s own doom when, on January 30, 1933, 
H it le r  took power. The German Com m unist 
P arty  capitu lated w ith o u t a strugg le and S ta lin  
began b is long and tortuous "re a lis tic ”  course 
which took h im  through the period o f the "Peo­
ple's F ro n t”  to his pact w ith  H it le r  in  1939.

A fte r  H it le r  Came T o  P ow er
As opposed to S ta lin 's  catastrophic policies, 

T ro tsky 's  course opened the road, a t the very 
least, to the revo lu tiona ry  transfo rm a tion  of the 
European continent.

Two m onths a fte r H it le r  took power in  1933, 
T ro tsky  w ro te :

“ A  year and a ha lf ago, we w ro te  tha t the Red 
A rm y  in  its  p rinc ip a l mass ought to tu rn  its  face 
to the west, to have the po ss ib ility  of smashing 
Fascism before i t  can destroy the German p ro le ­
ta r ia t and un ite  w ith  European and w orld  im ­
peria lism  . ,, . Even leaving aside the question of 
help to the German pro le ta ria t, there remains the 
question of the defense of socia lis t construction 
against German Fascism, the shock troops of w orld 
im peria lism . Do the S ta lin is ts  deny th is  danger? 
The most tha t they can say is th a t H itle r  is not 
yet, today, capable o f ca rry ing  on a war. That 
is true  and we said so some tim e  ago.

"B u t i f  H it le r ,  today incapable of ca rry in g  on 
a w ar, w i l l  be capable of i t  tom orrow — and he 
w ill not be able to avoid ca rry in g  on w ar— does 
not a correct stra tegy demand th a t H it le r  be 
prevented from  prepa ring  h is  b low ; i. e., th a t the 
German workers get r id  o f H it le r  before he gets 
r id  of the German workers? . . . One cannot sow 
g ra in  and p lan t cabbages w ith  h is back turned 
to the west, from  which, fo r the f irs t tim e  since 
1918, comes the greatest th rea t, w h ich  can become 
a m orta l danger i f  i t  is not paralyzed in  tim e.

“Or have the Stalinists perhaps assimilat­
ed the pacifist wisdom of the ‘purely defens­
ive’ war being the only permissible one? 
‘Let H itler attack us first, then we will de­
fend ourselves.’ This was always the reason­
ing of the German social-democracy: let the 
National-Socialists first openly attack the 
constitution, then, w e ll. . .  etc. Still, when 
Hitler OPENLY attacked the constitution, it  
was already too late to think of its defense.

“He who does not outstrip the enemy 
while he is still weak; who passively lets him 
strengthen and reinforce himself, protect his 
rear-guard, create an army for himself, re­
ceive support from abroad, assure himself of 
allies; who leaves to the enemy the complete 
liberty of initiative; such a man is a traitor, 
even if the motives for his treason are not to 
render service to imperialism, but consist of 
petty bourgeois weakness and political blind­
ness.

“The ‘justification’ of a policy of waiting 
and evasion under these conditions can only 
be WEAKNESS. This is a very serious argu­
ment, but we have to give a clear account 
to ourselves of it. We must say: the Stalinist 
policies in the USSR have so thoroughly dis­
organized economy and the relations between 
proletariat and peasantry, have so badly 
weakened the party, that the necessary prem­
ises for an active foreign policy do not exist 
today.

“We draw the conclusion: a fundamental 
change in the policy, the methods, the leader­
ship of the party is necessary, in order to as­
sure the Soviet State, in addition to every­
thing else, of a real capacity for defense and 
freedom of initiative internationally.”

(The M ilita n t,  A p r i l 8, 1933).

W arned O f  A tta c k  O n  USSR
T ro tsky  warned over and over again tha t the 

com ing o f im p e ria lis t w a r in  Europe, whatever 
its  in it ia l form , would develop in to  an attack on 
the Soviet Union. In  1933, he said:

"A llo w in g  fo r a ll d iversion, tho foreign policy 
of Fascist Germany is essentia lly directed against 
the Soviet U nion.”  (The M ilita n t,  A p r i l 24, 1933).

Again in  the theses W ar and the Fourth  In te r­
nationa l, issued on June 10, 1934, T ro tsky  w ro te : 

“ E very m a jo r w a r, irrespective of its  in it ia l 
motives, most pose squarely the question of m il i­
ta ry  in te rven tion  against the USSR in  order to 
transfuse blood in to  the sclerotic veins of capi­
ta lism .”

A fte r  S ta lin  entered in to  h is bargain w ith  
H it le r—a move th a t T ro tsky  had long foreseen—  
and got paid o ff w ith  the B a ltic  states and ha lf 
o f Poland, T ro tsky  warned again:

“In spite of the Kremlin’s territorial seiz­
ures, the international position of the USSR 
is worsened in the extreme. The Polish buffer 
disappeared. The Rumanian buffer will dis­
appear tomorrow. Mighty Germany, master 
of Europe, acquires a common frontier with 
the USSR. Scandinavia, a place of weak and 
almost disarmed countries, is occupied by 
this same Germany. Her victories in the 
west arc only preparation for a gigantic 
move toward the east.” ( “The Kremlin’s Role 
in (he War,” June 17, 1940, FOURTH IN ­
TER N ATIO NA L, October, 1940).

T h is  was the revo lu tiona ry  realism  of T ro tsky. 
S ta lin 's  h ired assassins s truck  T ro tsky  down 
nearly a year ago. Ho is not here to lend his 
m igh ty  hand to the s trugg le to save the Soviet 
Union. B ut h is s trength was also the strength 
o f h is ideas. A nd those arc ever w ith  us. And 
w ith  them we sha ll em bark w ith  confidence on 
the great struggles before us.

Where 
We Stand

By Albert Goldman

(The fo llo w in g  a rtic le  was w r itte n  before the 
N az i-S ov ie t w a r began. A s i t  indicates, S ta lin ’s p re ­
sent fo re ign  po licy w i l l  soon lead to  a cessation o f 
S ta lin is t s tr ik e  a c t iv ity — E D IT O R .)

W hat M otiva tes  S ta lin is t 
T rade  U n io n  P o lic y?

The ro le th a t the  S ta lin is ts  have been p lay in g  in  
a few  o f the recent and im p o rta n t s tr ikes  b rings in to  
sharp focus the question o f the re la tio nsh ip  between 
S ta lin ’s fo re ig n  po licy  and the trade  un ion tac tics  
o f the Com m unist P a rty  o f th is  coun try . Especia lly 
has th is  question come up and been much discussed 
since the s tr ik e  a t the N o rth  A m erican A v ia tio n  p la n t 
in  Ing lewood C a lifo rn ia .

Those read ing  ou r press need n o t be rem inded 
th a t we have no th in g  aga inst s trikes because they 
are under S ta lin is t con tro l. Here i t  is  s im p ly  neces­
sa ry  to recognize the  fa c t  th a t some o f the  recent 
s tr ikes  were under S ta lin is t leadership, as much as 
we m ay re g re t th a t fa c t fro m  a p o in t o f v ie w  a lto ­
ge ther d iffe re n t o f course fro m  th a t  o f those who 
a tta c k  the  s trikes  as in te r fe r in g  w ith  the w a r in ­
dustries.

W h a t m otiva tes the S ta lin is t leaders in  ca llin g  
s tr ikes  a t the present tim e ?  F o r Roosevelt and a ll 
o f  his supporters— fro m  the extrem e reactionaries to  
the  libe ra ls  and social democrats o f the  New Leader 
— the answer is  sim ple. S ta lin  w ants to  help his p a r t­
ne r H it le r  and the re fo re  has ins truc ted  h is agents 
to in te rfe re  w ith  the  "defense”  indus tries  by ca llin g  
s trikes.

T he  R ooseve lt  “ E x p la n a tio n ”  Is  False
T h is  contention is g iven the w ides t p u b lic ity  and 

is  used as a p re te x t by Roosevelt a d m in is tra tio n  o f ­
fic ia ls  to label s tr ikes  as subversive. On th a t  proposi­
tion , too, a l l the  libe ra ls  and social democrats are 
basing th e ir  condemnation o f s tr ikes  in  so-called de­
fense industries. They are ju s t i fy in g  even the  use 
o f the a rm y  to  break the N o rth  A m erican  A v ia tio n  
s tr ik e  on the  ground th a t i t  was led by  C.P. members 
consp iring  to  sabotage defense.

Reactionaries, libe ra ls  and social democrats, in  a t­
tr ib u t in g  to  the S ta lin is t leaders the  specific in te n tio n  
to  sabotage defense industries, u t iliz e  a correct gen­
e ra l p rinc ip le  b u t d is to r t th a t p rin c ip le  in  o rder to  
serve th e ir  own purposes. The p rin c ip le  th a t the  
trade -un ion polic ies o f the C om m unist P a rty , ju s t  as 
a l l o f  its  m a jo r policies, are, in  general, determ ined 
by the fo re ign  p o licy  o f S ta lin , is  abso lu te ly  correct. 
B u t to  conclude fro m  th is  co rrec t general p rinc ip le  
th a t the S ta lin is ts  ca ll s tr ikes  a t th is  tim e  fo r  the 
specific purpose o f sabotag ing defense industries  
means to  use a correct general p rinc ip le  n o t as a 
guide to  exp la in  events, b u t as an excuse fo r  a re ­
a c tio na ry  and red -b a itin g  po licy.

People who reason m echan ica lly  w ou ld  expect th a t 
because S ta lin  changed his fo re ig n  p o licy  w ith  the  
s ig n in g  o f the  pact w ith  H it le r  he w ould the re fo re  
issue in s tru c tion s  fo r  a cam paign o f s tr ikes  in  a l l 
dem ocratic c a p ita lis t countries. B u t these people fo r ­
ge t th a t in  the  period o f S ta lin ’s g re a t friendsh ip  
fo r  the c a p ita lis t democracies the re , were s trikes  led 
b y  h is fo llow e rs  in  th is  cou n try  and in  France.

T rue, the S ta lin is ts  p u t the brakes on the m il ita n t  
s trikes o f the F rench w orkers . S ta lin  feared a revo­
lu tio n a ry  upheaval in  F rance because th a t w ould en­
danger n o t  o n ly  the French c a p ita lis t democracy b u t 
also thq, i-ule o f the bureaucracy in  the  Soviet U n ion. 
Nevertheless the re  were m any s tr ikes  in  France led 
by C. P. members.

F o r i t  m ust n o t be fo rg o tte n  th a t S ta lin ’s power 
rests p a r t ly  on the in fluence he can w ie ld  th ro u g h  
the various C om m unist pa rties  over sections o f tho  
w o rk in g  masses. A nd  to  ga in  in fluence am ong tho 
w o rkers  i t  is necessary fo r  the S ta lin is ts  to  assume 
leadership in  the s trugg les o f the w orkers.

W ith  the s h if t  in  S ta lin ’s fo re ig n  po licy, as sym ­
bolized by the  pact w ith  H itle r , the  brakes on w o rk ­
ing-class m ilita n c y  were released. The m ilita n c y  o f 
the ran k-an d -file  S ta lin is ts  was pe rm itte d  f u l l  p lay . 
I t  is the re fo re  correct to  say th a t in  the la s t analysis 
the fom e n tin g  o f s trikes a t the present tim e  is a re ­
s u lt o f  S ta lin ’s fo re ign  po licy.

S ovie t W ar W o u ld  Lead T o  
A  New S itu a tio n

B u t 'th is  does no t mean th a t the  im m ediate p u r­
pose o f the S ta lin is ts  in  lead ing the  s tr ikes  is to  
sabotage the w a r industries  o r to  exe rt pressure on 
H it le r  o r to  prove th a t Roosevelt is ju s t  as much o f a 
fasc is t as H it le r .  The fa c t o f the m a tte r is th a t  tho  
S ta lin is ts  cooled down considerably and de fin ite ly  re r 
trea ted a f te r  the N o rth  Am erican A v ia tio n  s tr ik e  was 
broken by  the  a rm y. I t  is even probable, ju d g in g  by 
th e ir  subsequent actions, th a t th e y  rea lize  th a t  the y  
made serious e rro rs  in  s tr ik e  s tra te g y  in  the  N o rth  
A m erican A v ia tio n  s tr ike .

Should S ta lin  jo in  H it le r  in  a s trugg le  aga ins t 
B r ita in  and Am erica, then S ta lin is t- le d  s tr ikes  could 
be a ttr ib u te d  to  an in te n tio n  to  sabotage w a r in ­
dustries b u t S ta lin  has n o t as y e t been compelled by 
H it le r  to  become the la t te r ’s a l ly  in  actua l w a rfa re .

N a tu ra lly , had the w a r assumed a d iffe re n t as­
pect, had S ta lin  been a llie d  w ith  France and E n g ­
land aga inst H itle r ,  the  S ta lin is ts  would have tr ie d  
to  p reven t any s trikes  in  the countries o f the ca p ita l­
is t  a llies o f the Soviet U n ion.


