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R o o seve lt, Tob in  

A n d  Local 544

—  See Editorial, Page 6 —

C.I.O. STARTS COUNTER-OFFENSIVE 
AGAINST ROOSEVELT STRIKEBREAKING
Call A Halt To
Government
Strikebreaking

----------------------- An Editorial-------------------------
E veryw here  the  active  trade  u n io n is ts  are  e v id ­

enc ing  th e ir  reso lve  to  haty the  g ove rn m e n t’ s s tr ik e ­
b re a k in g  moves. So m uch  so, indeed , tha t i t  is  w ise 
to  re m in d  the  m il i ta n t  w o rke rs  th a t a fu n d a m e n ta l 
p a r t o f  th e ir  p ro g ra m  against g ove rn m e n t s tr ik e ­
b re a k in g  m ust be the  task o f  p a tie n tly  e x p la in in g  to  
every  s ing le  w o rk e r the  m ean ing  o f  R ooseve lt’ s ac­
tio n s  last week. P a tie n tly  e x p la in — tha t m us t be k e p t 
in  m in d  as the  w o rke rs  are be ing  m o b iliz e d  to  de fend  
th e ir  r ig h ts .

I f  any further proof were needed that the troops were used 
solely against the workers at the North American Aviation plant, 
that proof is provided by Roosevelt’s latest reassurances that the 
plant will quickly’ be returned to ,the bosses. Everything then 
will be as before— except that the strike was broken and the boss­
es came out victorious. That is what Roosevelt’s “property seiz­
ure” boils down to— a method of government strikebreaking. 
Fortunately this is becoming very clear. Only the most reaction­
ary forces in the country are still supporting Roosevelt’s use of 
troops.

Not even the "Communist” issue, which Roosevelt was 
astute enough tb exploit, has been sufficient to deceive the work­
ers as to the significance of the government’s moves against the 
unions. Philip M urray’s statement repudiating a "red purge” in 
the unions is a step facilitating unity of all the workers against 
the main enemy— the bosses and their government agents.

Unity of the workers could have prevented Roosevelt from 
using troops. The task now is to make the unity of the workers 
so unbreakable as to prevent Roosevelt from repeating his moves 
of last week.

The immediate slogans of the labor movement are clear 
pnough:

1. A ga ins t the  use o f  the a rm y  to  b re a k  s trikes .
2 . A ga ins t the  “ w o rk  o r  f ig h t”  d ra f t  o rd e r.
In making these slogans effective, a sharp struggle must be 

carried on against any labor leaders who directly or indirectly 
support Roosevelt’s use of the army and the draft. Traitors like 
Frankensteen must be stigmatised and isolate^ so they can never 
repeat their infamies.

The fundamental error made when trade union leaders ac­
cepted appointment to the National Defense Mediation Board 
must be reversed. No more union fig-leaves on government strike­
breaking! Demand the resignation of every trade union official 
from the Mediation Board, the OPM  and other appointive posts 
in the government!

These are the necessary immediate steps in the struggle 
against government strikebreaking. They are important. They 
must be carried out.

Nevertheless, as the workers carry them out, they will come 
to realize that more than' these immediate steps are required. A 
positive solution is needed to put an end altogether to govern­
ment strikebreaking.

Such a positive solution requires the mobilization of the 
working class on the political field. It is time to end the con­
tradiction between real unionism on the economic field and com­
pany unionism on the political field, as practiced by the bulk of 
the union leaders. Labor must end all ties with the boss parties. 
For Labor must set as its goal the leadership of the nation. Either 
the bosses or the workers will lead the nation— there is no third 
alternative. And boss-leadership— that means use of troops and 
the draft against the workers, as Roosevelt has just demonstrated.

L e t’ s p u t an end to  boss-leadership  o f  the  n a tio n . 
B u ild  the  Ind e pe n de n t L a b o r P a r ty !

An end to boss-leadership of the nation is not merely a mat­
ter of casting ballots and winning political posts in elections. 
Even more important is the question of control of production. 
The workers must boldly give a positive answer to the demand 
for uninterrupted production in th e '“national defense” indust­
ries. So long as the bosses control the factories, the workers must 
inevitably resist exploitation, whether the top union leaders ap; 
prove or not. The employers will not and cannot keep on peace­
ful terms with the workers. So long as the bosses control the 
factories, production will be inevitably interrupted. The workers 
can guarantee uninterrupted production only when the bosses 
are removed from control of the factories.

D o  you  w an t u n in te rru p te d  p ro d u c tio n ?  T hen  
le t  the  g ove rnm en t e x p ro p r ia te  the  fa c to rie s  b u t le t 
the  w o rke rs  c o n tro l p ro d u c tio n !

By all means let us carry out the immediate tasks necessary 
to halt government strikebreaking. Let us at the same time un­
derstand that government strikebreaking can be permanently 
ended onjy when the working class becomes the leader of the 
pation.

A rm y  In tim id a tin g  A v ia tio n  W orkers

T h is  is how w orkers at fhe N o rth  Am erican A v ia tio n  C or­
po ra tion  p lan t. Inglewood, C a lifo rn ia , are w o rk ing  under the 
bayonets o f troops, a fte r  President Roosevelt smashed a C IO  
s tr ik e  o f 10,000 a irc ra f t  men last week w ith  a force o f 3500

reg u la r a rm y sold iers armed w ith  a ll the weapons o f modern 
w a rfa re . Scenes like  th is  are duplicated in  the Nazi-occupied 
countries o f Europe, bu t the re  they ca ll i t  fascism and not dem­
ocracy. _ . . _ .

C.I.O . Affiliates 
Notified To Act
Murray's Letter To C IO  Unions Is Followed 
By Labor's Non-Partisan League Statement; 
M urray Repudiates "Purge" Of C IO  Unions

The C IO  has taken the first steps in a counter-offensive 
against Roosevelt’s government strikebreaking and his use of 
federal troops against striking workers.

In response to the rising storm of protest against govern­
ment strikebreaking from the ranks of the C IO  local unions 
throughout the country, C IO  President Philip Murray last week 
sent a letter to all C IO  unions urging them to take action against 
the anti-labor bills being pushed by the Administration, the use 
of troops against strikers, the "work or fight” draft order, and 
the usurpation of the workers’ rights by the National Mediation 
Board. (Text of M urray $ letters appears on page 3.)

M urray followed this with another circular letter, Monday,
repud ia ting  the boss-inspired sto ® -

Minneapolis Teamsters Inspire 
CIO Midwest Organizing Drive

M IN N E A P O L IS , June  17— T he  m ovem en t o f  the  Team sters o u t o f  the  
A F L  and in to  the  C IO , launched  by  M in n e a p o lis  G enera l D riv e rs  U n io n  Loca l 
5 4 4 , w hen i t  vo ted  by o ve rw h e lm in g  m a jo r ity  on  June  9 th  to  q u it  D a n ie l J. 
T o b in ’ s a n tiq u a te d  c ra ft  setup and jo in  the  C IO , was g iven  trem endous im pe tus  
by  the  announcem ent a t Chicago on Sunday by  A . D . Lew is, N a tio n a l C h a ir­
m an o f  the  U n ite d  C o n s tru c tio n  W o rk e rs  O rg an iz in g  C om m ittee , th a t h is  o r ­
gan iza tion  p lans “ a s tre am lin ed  C IO  o rg a n iz in g  cam paign  am ong the  m o to r  
tra n s p o rt and a llie d  w o rke rs  o f  the  e n t ire  m idw est area,”  to  b r in g  th e m  “ in to  
a m o d e rn , p rogressive  in d u s tr ia l u n io n .”

Lew is said the  o ffices  f ro m  w h ic h  the  cam paign w i l l  be d ire c ted  w i l l  be 
estab lished in  M in n ea p o lis  th is  week. P resen t at the  Chicago m ee ting , in  a d d i­
tion to A.D. Lewis, were Frank Branhart, Regional Director of®- 
the UCWOC; Lee Pressman, General Counsel for^the C IO ; a 
Committee from Local 544-CIO; Representatives of several AFL  
teamsters councils and local unions in the midwest area; and a 
group of C IO  field organizers. Plans were laid at this conference 
for a series of meetings in Minneapolis to promote the organ­
izational efforts of the new C IO  motor transport movement, at 
which leading C IO  officials are expected to speak.

This C IO  call synchronized with the swing of new Team­
sters locals away"from the A FL and into the C IO  following the 
lead of 544. Last Tuesday the Day Labor Section of the Ice 
Drivers Union, Local 221, unanimously voted to join Local 544- 
C IO  and become part of the industrial union setup for M in­
neapolis motor transport workers. On Sunday, Local 778 of Aus­
tin, Minn., announced that its members had likewise voted 
unan im ously to break with the ®
A F L  and app ly  fo r  a CIO c h a rt­
er. The A u s tin  local declared th a t 
its  action was taken “ because o f 
the d ic ta to r ia l a tt itu d e  o f Danie l 
J. Tobin aga inst Local 544 o f 
M inneapo lis and o ther unions in  
th is  te r r ito ry  and because o f lack 
o f assistance fro m  the In te rn a ­
tio n a l in  tim e  o f troub le  in  the 
A u s tin  area.”

These moves have brought num 
erous requests from  A F L  Teams 
ters bodies th roughou t the coun 
t r y  fo r  in fo rm a tio n  about the Mo 
to r T ransport" And A llie d  W ork 
ers In d u s tr ia l Union and the a fii 
lia tio n  to the new movement o 
o ther im p o rta n t teamsters locals 
in  the m idwest area is expected 

| th is  com ing week.

R O O S E V E LT A ID S  T O B IN
In  his desperate a ttem pt to 

head o ff the grow ing revo lt o f the 
teamsters against h is d ic ta to ria l 
regime, Tobin la s t week te le­
graphed the W h ite '  House com­
p la in in g  th a t the CIO was ra id ­
in g  h is organ ization and that 
“ subversive organ izations”  were 
“ w o rk in g  to destroy loya l trade-

unions.”
Tob in  concentrated h is  blast 

against the Socia list W orkers 
P a rty  w h ich he accused of using 
the  Teamsters U n ion to fu r th e r 
the T ro ts k y is t movement in  th is  
country, and “ to m obilize the 
Am erican masses fo r  the s trugg le  
against Am erican cap ita lis ts .”

To help h is p o lit ic a l poodle-dog 
in  the labor movement, Roosevelt 
issued a statem ent requesting 
trade-unions to re fra in  from  " ra id ­
in g ”  each others’ te r r ito ry  and 
ju r is d ic tio n  on the ground that 
i t  m ig h t a ffect the "na tiona l de­
fense”  program . A . D. Lewis de­
clared th a t the CIO organis ing 
'd rive  would continue despite the 
President’s w a rn in g  and th a t the 
CIO would welcome new members 
whether they were fo rm er A F L  
teamsters o r unorganized. One 
CIO o ffic ia l asked w h y  the P re­
sident d idn ’t  in tervene aga inst 
actua l “ ra id in g ”  when the A F L  
was t r y in g  to  ra id  the  CIO  union 
a t the  F ord  p lan t.

Local 544’s 'Executive Board is ­
sued the fo llow ing  statem ent in

rep ly  to  Tobin's charges and his 
appeal to Roosevelt:

“ M r. T ob in ’s appeal to  P re­
siden t Roosevelt is  on ly  an ad­
m ission o f his own in a b ility  to 
cope w ith  the g ro w in g  rank 
and file  re v o lt aga inst his d ic­
ta to r ia l ru le  and his hopes fo r  
governm enta l coercion against 
free  men. He would probably

like  P resident Roosevelt to  ca ll 
ou t federa l troops to  herd the 
6,000 members o f Local 544 
back in to  the A F L . T h is  ‘ labor 
leader’ believes in  forced union 
m em bership as w e ll as forced 
labor. B u t the ran k  and file  o f 
Local 544 are fu l ly  aware o f 
th e ir  lega l r ig h t  to  belong to  a 
un ion o f th e ir  own choosing. 
They have made th e ir  choice 
dem ocra tica lly  in  a free  and 
open m eeting, and th e ir  choice 
is  CIO.

ries th a t "sp lits , purges, red- 
bunts”  would take place in  the 
CIO.

Labor’s Non-Partisan League, 
CIO-sponsored labor po litica l body, 
o f w h ich  John L . Lew is is na­
tio n a l chairm an, jo ined  in  the 
sw e lling  volum e o f denunciation 
of Roosevelt’s s trikeb reak ing , in  
a b u lle tin  issued las t S a tu rday,- 

“ In  a v ir tu a l t id a l wave o f 
reaction ,”  stated the L N P L  
bu lle tin , “ the A d m in is tra tio n  
sponsored le g is la tio n  th a t ad­
vances fa r  a long the to ta l ita r ­
ian road o f forced labor. I t  em­
braced com pulsory a rb itra tio n , 
perverted the  C onscrip tion A c t 
in to  a s tr ikeb rea k ing  weapon, 
deserted the unemployed, ac­
cepted a b lanke t condemnation 
o f s trikes , and, fin a lly , ordered 
Federa l troops w ith  d raw n bay­
onets on s trike -b rea k ing  du ty .”  
“ These Congressional actions, 

plus the w orlt-o r-figh t and A rm y  
s trike -b reak ing  orders of the A d­
m in is tra tio n , a ll add up to the 
most severe c ris is  in  the h is to ry  
o f- the modern Am erican labor 
movement.”  (T e x t of L N P L  state­
m ent appears on page !/). 
F R A N K E N S T E E N  S T Y M IE D  

Perhaps the m ost s ign ifican t 
po rtion  of M urray 's  f irs t le tte r"T ob in  would lik e  to represent 

the revo lt of F>44’s membership as j was his condemnation of the gov- 
an isolated local movement en- ernm ent’s use of troops against 
gineered by a hand fu l of ‘rad ica ls ’ s trike rs .
—tha t is, people who don’t  agree 
W ith h is boo tlick ing  support of 
the Roosevelt a d m in is tra tion  in  
its  repressive actions against the 
workers. The t ru th  of the m atter 
is tha t the great mass of the rank 

(Continued on page 3)

M u rra y ’s silence d u rin g  the days 
when troops were smashing the 
av ia tio n  s tr ik e  had previously 
made i t  appear th a t he was tak in g  
the  same position as R ichard 
Frankensteen, UAW -CIO In te rn a ­
tio n a l representative who ap­

plauded the use of the troops.
M u rra y  s tru ck  ou t a t the 

governm ent’s na tiona l “ w ork 
o r be d ra fte d ”  order as extend­
in g  “ enforced labo r to  p ra c ti­
ca lly  every m a jo r in d u s tr ia l 
p lan t.”

R e flec ting  the g row ing  aware­
ness and pressure o f the CIO mem- 
berShife against the s tr ikeb rea k ing  
func tion  of the M edia tion Board, 
M u rra y  fo r  the firs t tim e  since 
he jo ined the Board warned 
against its  dangers.'

A IM E D  A T  H IL L M A N
In  denying the  s to ry  o f a con* 

tem plated w itch -h u n t in  the CIO, 
M u rra y  was s tr ik in g  a t S idney 
H illm a n , who is responsible fo r  
the newspaper rum or-cam pa ign 
alpng th is  line.

M u rra y  said th a t  “ a g re a t 
m any speculative and o ften  h ig h ­
ly  fa n ta s tic  s tories have been 
p rin ted  in  the pub lic  press about 
sp lits , purges, red-hunts, etc., 
ta k in g  place in  the  Congress o f 
In d u s tr ia l O rgan iza tions.

“  . . .  The C IO  has never en­
gaged in  w itc h -h u n tin g  no r le n t 
any credence o r support to  tha  
e ffo r ts  o f labo r’s enemies to  d iv ­
ide our ranks by m alic ious sland­
ers o f d u ly  elected o ffice rs ; and 
to  create fa c tio n a l dissension by  
appeals to  in to le ra n t p re jud ice  
reg a rd in g  diffe rences among ou r 
m em bership.”

The CIO le tte rs  and the  L N P L  
b u lle tin  w i l l  g ive  l i t t le  c o m fo rt 
to Roosevelt and the boss class, 
who had n o t counted on the t re ­
mendous pressure fro m  the CIO  
ranks to  move the CIO leaders.

Big Flint A uto  Locals 
Condemn Frankensteen

FL.1NT, Mich., June 17— Two powerful locals of the UAW  
here replied this week to the strikebreaking of Richard Franken­
steen, and .tc fhe red-baiting campaign of the Thomas-Reuther 
Frankensteen-I lillman clique in the CIO, by passing militant 
resolutions condemning the violation of democratic union prin­
ciples by Frankensteen and attacking any attempts to kick out 
progressive unionists by bureaucratic purges.

The locals were Buick Local 599, representing 12,000 work­
ers, the largest local in General Motors, and the Fisher Bcoy 
Local 581, with 7,000 members.®-------------------------------------------------------

They fo llow ed up th e ir  con­
dem nation o f F rankensteen’s 
s trikeb rea k ing  on the W est Coast 
by m ak ing  prepara tions fo r  a 
huge mass m eeting a t the IM A  
aud ito rium  in F l in t  in  o rder to 
counteract the red -ba iting  and 
u n io n -sp littin g  cam paign o f Reu- 
ther-Thom as and Com pany and 
to  dem onstrate the m ilita n c y  and 
u n ity  o f the f ig h tin g  F l in t  w o rk ­
ers.

The B u ick  reso lu tion  reads in  
p a rt:

“ The B u ick  Local 599 con­

demns the f la g ra n t v io la tion  o f 
dem ocratic r ig h ts  by F ranke n ­
steen in  ousting  W est Coast 
officers o f the U A W  w ith o u t 
proper t r ia l and hearing  and 
in open v io la tion  o f the consti­
tu tio n a l r ig h ts  o f our u n io n . . .  
and we go on record against 
any such d ic ta to r ia l acts p u rg ­
ing  In te rn a tio n a l Board mem­
bers, CIO  Council o ffice rs o r 
local union officers, a -la-H om - 
er M a rtin , under .the  pretense 
o f red -ba iting , since a ll o ff ic ­
ers are elected by the  ran k  and

file  in  dem ocratic vote and 
should be sub ject to  rem oval 
on ly by the ra n k  and file . Such 
purges, com ing before the B u f­
fa lo  convention, serve on ly the 
in te rests o f the  am bitious fac- 
tio n a lis ts  a t the top .”

R E A L  M IL IT A N T S  A C T IV E
In  D e tro it  the R euther crowd 

has been ru n n in g  ram pan t. The 
S ta lin is ts  by  th e ir  vac illa tion , 
fe a r and lack o f p rogram , have 
le f t  the m ilita n ts  in  the  lu rch . 
B u t in  F lin t,  the m il ita n t  elem­
ents, free  o f S ta lin is t in fluence, 
have taken the bu ll by the horns 
and are g iv in g  Reuther n o t on ly  a 
f i t t in g  answer b u t arc launching 
a counter-o ffensive  aga inst the 
red -ba iting , un ion s p lit t in g  and 
s trike b re a k in g  o f the F ranke n ­
steen type.

In  F lin t ,  as in  D e tro it, the  S ta l­

in is ts  seem to have th e ir  ta ils  be­
tween th e ir  legs. F o rtu n a te ly , the 
m ilita n t un ion is ts  are no t depend­
en t on them  fo r  leadership, and 
there are th in k in g  un ion men able 
and w il l in g  to defend the p r in ­
ciples o f dem ocra tic and m il ita n t  
un ion ism  who have taken up the 
figh t.

M any m ilita n ts  here, a lthough  
they have nor tru c k  w ith  the
vac illa tion s  and treachery  o f the«
S ta lin is ts , are f irm ly  defending 
the  r ig h t  o f anyone to  un ion 
m em bership and the r ig h t  to  
serve as o ffice rs no m a tte r w h a t 
th e ir  p o lit ic a l be lie f.

F L IN T  P U R G E  E X P E C T E D
I t  is expected th a t the  R euther- 

Frankensteen combine w i l l  a t ­
te m p t to  step in  and oust local 
union o ffice rs in  F lin t ,  because 
o f th e ir  lo ng  record o f m ilita n c y  
and th e ir  s trong  stand in  the  
F l in t  s tr ik e  aga ins t General 
Motor's w h ich  won the ten cent 
wage increase.

In  p repa ra tion  fo r  such an 
even tua lity , the  loca l unions are 
p re pa ring  to  pub lic ize  a ll the  is ­
sues and conduct a re a l f ig h t.
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' W o r k e r s ’
F ORUM

Write to us—tell us what’s going cm in your part of the 
tabor uwvement-^what are the workers thinking about?—tell 
us what the bosses are up to—and the■ G-men and the local cops—  

and the Stalinists—send us that story the capitalist press didn't 
print and that story they buried or distorted—our pages are open 
to you. Letters must carry name and address, but indicate i f  you 
do not want your name printed.

W o rk e r S lio ics H o iv  
H e Is R obbed By  
B edaux System  
E D IT O R :

F o r m any years I  have been a 
w h ite  co lla r w o rke r but, as you 
brought out in  T H E  M IL IT A N T  
a couple o f weeks ago, m any 
o f us are go ing in to  the factories 
around here, I  among th e m .'

Since I ’ve been in the p lant I ’ve 
learned a lo t, but one th in g  I ’ve- 
learned w h ich  rea lly  burns me up 
—  and th a t is how the Bedaux 
system of piece w o rk  operates to 
gyp the workers.

Under the Bedaux system, each 
operation on a piece of w ork  is 
tim ed, and you get th a t many cre­
d its, o r “ B ’s.”  For example, i f  a 
ce rta in  operation on a piece 01 
w o rk  is tim ed so th a t you get two 
m inutes c red it (o r 2 B ’s) fo r it, 
and you do 240 pieces d u rin g  your 
8 hours of w o rk  you would get 
480 m inutes credits, or 480 B's. 
I f  you r base rate is 60c. an hour, 
you w ould get 60c. an hour for 
th a t days w ork, o r $4.80.

B u t suppose I  w o rk  harder and 
fas te r on those 240 pieces, so tha t 
I  fin ish  them in  6 hours, i. e... 
instead of going the regu la r speed 
o f 30 pieces an hour, I  do 40 
pieces an hour, so th a t in  8 
hours, I pu t out no t 240 pieces, 
b u t 320 pieces, i.e. 1 1|3 as much 
production in  the same 8 hours.

You would assume, as I  did, 
th a t I  should get 1 i|3  tim es as 
m uch pay o r 80c. an hour fo r

those 8 hours, m aking $6.40 fo r 
th a t day.

But, no—  I  discovered th a t fo r 
the B's I  make over the 480 (fo r 
w h ich  I  get m y base rate, 60c. an 
hou r), I  ac tua lly  am paid less, 
much less than m y bage rate. For 
the B's over 480, I  learned tha t 
the- company pays 75c. per 100 
B 's !

F o r 160 B ’s extra  th a t I  pro­
duced, I  earned no t $1,60, bu t 
$1.20, i.e. 25% less. In  other words, 
fo r  the ex tra  production we put 
out, we w o rk  a t a 25% wage cut!

P ut most s im p ly, here’s the 
w a y 'i t  looks:

Regular and base rate pay: 60c. 
fo r  60 B ’s. i.e. l ’c. fo r  1 B.

Pay fo r B ’s over 480: 75c. fo r 
100 B ’s. i.e. 3(4c fo r  1 B.

I f  th a t isn ’t robbery, I  don't 
know  w hat is !

Most of the men in  the p lan t 
are no t aware o f the wage cut 
they take on the extra production 
they pu t out. When I pointed th is  
out to one of the men (who has 
been there over 10 yea rs !) he 
said: “ Y ou 're  r ig h t, but w hat can 
we do?”

The answer was sim ple: L e t’s 
get some un ion ta lk  go ing here 
and get a un ion con tract w h ich 
w i l l  e lim ina te  th is  25% cut w h ich 
we take on extra  production.

The bosses are always scream­
in g : “ More production, more pro­
d u c tio n !”  Sure they w ant more 
production, especially when they 
pay us 25% less fo r  it.«

A  m achine opera tor 
New Haven, Conn.

Because the  U.S. governm ent 
pays draftees a scabby wage, the 
Cleveland Carpenters U n ion Loc­
a l 182 has voted to  supplem ent 
the  wages o f its  members d ra fte d  
in to  the  a rm y. W o rk in g  m em ­
bers o f Local 182 w i l l  make quar­
te r ly  con tribu tions  to  the fund 
fo r  enlisted members.

The whole labo r movem ent 
should in it ia te  a cam paign de­
manding, th a t the governm ent 
raise the grossly inadequate 
wages paid draftees.

* * *

The C IO ’s Packinghouse W o rk ­
ers O rgan iz ing  Com m ittee won 
its  f irs t  signed agreem ent fro m  
the John M o rre ll packing com­
pany recently , a PW OC local in  
New  Y o rk  having won the p re fe r­
e n tia l shop and wage increases 
fo r  a ll. The m in im um  w eekly pay 
is  set a t $31.50. •

* * *

In  the la tes t “ conspiracy”  
case aga inst labor. C a rl KeuI, 
a leader o f the Des Moines, 
Iow a D rive rs  Union and In te r ­
na tiona l representa tive  o f the 
IB T , has been found “ g u ilty ”  
by a ju ry  o f “ consp iring  to 
in ju re  the business”  o f a labor- 
ha ting  tru c k  boss. K eu l is  one 
o f five union leaders indicted 
fo r  “ conspiracy” . T r ia ls  o f the 
rem a in ing  fo u r may lie delayed 
u n t il the resu lt o f an appeal 
fro m  the K eu l ve rd ic t is  de­
term ined.

*  *  *

W illia m  Green, A F L  president, 
is  the Samuel Gompers o f 1941. 
The closer th a t W ash ing ton 
comes to  w ar, the longer Green’s 
tongue becomes as he licks  the 
boots o f cap ita lism . The la te s t 
rem arks o f th is  repuls ive toady 
are w o rth  reco rd ing fo r  h is to ry :

“ The notion th a t in d u s tr ia l ex­
ecutives, em ployers and m anag­
ers o f em p loy ing corpora tions a re  
the  rea l enemies o f labo r is p a rt 
o f the com m unist ph ilosophy,”  
said Green, speaking to  the  E x ­
ecutives’ C lub o f Chicago May 
16th. “ F a r fro m  reg a rd in g  em­
ployers as the enemy o f w o rk ­
ers, the A F L  seeks to  establish 
an economic pa rtne rsh ip  between 
em ployer and w orkers, ju s tifie d  
by  th e ir  dependence on each 
o ther . . .  E m ployers are com ing 
to  rea lize th a t the tim e  has come 
to  stop f ig h tin g  labo r.”

* * *

Green th in ks  by ta lk in g  such

tr ip e  as th is  he can preserve 
th e  A F L , ssfve h is own sk in  
and his fa t  income, and con­
vince the governm ent th a t i t  
should d irec t its  Hows only 
aga inst the CIO. I f  the A F L  
were to  accept Green’s slavish 
philosophy fo r even one year, 
the re  w ou ld  be no A F L . And 
unless the A F L  ranks rise  up 
and repud iate such ta lk  by 
Green, there m ay be no A F L .

*  *  *

The B u rlin g to n  LA B O R  N E W S  
juxtaposes tw o  fron t-p age  head­
lines w h ich te ll a whale o f a 
s to ry . The f irs t  is  “ A F L  PUTS 
T E E T H  IN T O  N O -S T R IK E  D E ­
F E N S E  P O LIC Y .”  The second is 
“ D E F IN IT E  A P P R O A C H  TO 
S L A V E R Y  S E E N  IN  A N T I-  
S T R IK E ' B IL L S .”

The A F L  executive council 
wants us to  agree peaceably to  
enslavement. T h a t is the  m a jo r 
d iffe rence  today between a Green 
and a V inson.

*  *  *

The S O C IA L IS T  C A L L  pub­
lishes an a rtic le  pu rpo rted ly  
a tta ck in g  M ax Eastm an’s ren- 
egacy from  socialism . The 
C A L L  w r ite r  shows w ha t a 
staunch fig h te r fo r  socialism  
H E  is by s ta tin g  th a t “ I t .  is 
recognized th a t o rthodox M a rx ­
ism is a hopelessly inadequate 
basis fo r  sc ientific  social en­
g ineering .”  Eastm an finds an­
o ther convert,

* * *

The St. Lou is U N IO N  L A B O R  
A D V O C A T E  regards w ith  com­
p le te ly  ju s tifia b le  suspicion a new 
boss a n ti- la b o r o u tfit  organized 
in  th a t c ity , the “ C itizens Com­
m ittee  fo r  In d u s tr ia l A m erican­
ism .”  M ain  a im  o f th is  o u tfit  is 
to  p a in t every union, every s tr ike  
and every p icke t line  as com­
m un ist-con tro lled . R a lph Toens- 
fe ld t, c ity  e lec trica l engineer un ­
der fo rm e r M ayo r M ille r, is p re­
siden t o f the “ C itizens C o m m it­
tee”  w h ich  he boasts “ has the 
m ora l suppo rt o f a num ber o f 
m anufacture rs .”

The LA B O R  A D V O C A T E  sees 
in  th is  C itizens Com m ittee the 
fo re -ru n n e r o f the Open Shop 
“ A m erican  P lan”  union-sm ash­
in g  ou tfits  organized by the boss­
es and encouraged by the govern­
m ent a f te r  the F ir s t  W orld  W ar.

Detroit Auto 
Unions Make 
New Gains
Michigan Governor 
Apes LaGucrdia In 
Strikebreaking Move

D E T R O IT — Settlement o f 
many controversies between the 
UAW -CIO  and (lie corpora­
tions took place this week, and 
in: every instance the union won 
wage increases and other con­
cessions.

The Budd Wheel company 
was forced to grant an 8 cent 
wage increase, with a provision 
that should the Department of 
Labor price index rise 4% in the 
next 6 months, negotiations on 
wages .would be reopened.

The Bolin Aluminum strike 
was called off pending negotia­
tions w ith  the N ationa l Detens» 
M ediation Board, fo llow ing  a te r­
r if ic  campaign of in tim id a tio n  in 
the press and im p lied  threats of 
ca llin g  in  troops.

T h e  T oo l and D ie s itua tion  
seemed to be reaching a settle­
ment, w ith  probable wage increase, 
and o ther improvem ents to be the 
resu lt. A  proposed agreement is 
being voted on sho rtly .

W A G G O N E R ’S
S T R IK E B R E A K IN G

' P eace '  in M arse illes

Conditions in  France, under the ru le  o f the fo rm er “ dem ocrats”  o f the  V ichy reg im e who 
have made th e ir  peace w ith  H itle r, are shown i n  th is  scene o f M arse illes housewives stand ing 
in line  w a itin g  fo r  food: outside a store- in  the F rench  seaport, in  unoccupied France. Thousands of 
s im ila r scenes may be witnessed today th ro u g h o u t France.

Negro March On Capital 
Upheld Against Critics
Albert Parker Answers the Pittsburgh Courier's Editorial;
Stalinists Change Their Line, Now Concede March's Value

The s tr ik e  last week of the 
State L iq u o r D ispensary workers, 
saw a rep e titio n  by the so-called 
friend  o f labor, Dem ocratic Gov­
ernor M u rra y  D. Van Waggoner, 
o f the s tr ikeb rea k ing  d ic ta to rsh ip  
o f M ayor LaG uard ia  in  New York. 
Just as LaG uard ia to ld  the T rans­
po rt W orkers th a t they could not 
s tr ik e  against the government, 
and has made every e ffo rt to 
smash the un ion, Van Waggoner 
issued a proclam ation, when the 
state liq u o r employes went on 
s trike , te ll in g  the workers they 
could no t s tr ik e  against the gov­
ernm ent and th a t they were a ll 
fo rfe it in g  th e ir  Jobs i f  they stayed 
away from  w o rk  fo r two days.

The State County and M un ic i­
pa l Em ployes U n ion (C IO ) was 
forced to send the workers back 
to w o rk  pending negotiations of 
th e ir  demands fo r wage increased.

W A G E -F R E E Z IN G  FO U G H T
M eanwhile the Chrysler and 

P lym outh workers, who accepted 
a new con tract w ith  wage in ­
creases, launched a strong protest 
movement against the freezing of 
wages» as th e ir  new contracts pro­
vide fo r one year s ta tionary  wage

A t a large mass m eeting o 
Chrysler w orkers a t H igh land 
Park, the workers protested 
against the frozen wage provisions 
and condemned the In te rn a tion a l 
officers fo r  fo rc ing  such a p ro v i­
sion on the membership.

The P lym outh local p rin ted  a 
special supplement to the Auto  
W orker, condemning the freezing 
of wages and also protested the 
actions of the In te rn a tio n a l offi 
cers in  fo rc ing  th is  down th r 
workers’ throats.

F L IN T  LO C A L ’S PRO PO SAL
The best answer to th is  prob 

lem has come from  the strong 
B u ick  Local No. 599 in  F lin t  
which, on. June 14 a t a member­
ship m eeting passed a resolution 
to  be forwarded to the Buffalo- 
convention demanding th a t the 
In te rn a tion a l be instructed to in ­
cluded in  every con tract the fo l­
low ing  clause:

“ Wages in  th is  agreem ent 
shall be au tom atica lly  raised 
5% when the U.S. D epartm ent 
o f Labor price index raises 5% 
and sha ll th e re a fte r be raised 
5% fo r  every 5% price rise  as 
shown by the D epartm ent o f 
Labor index.”  «

Cafeteria V/orkers 
Still Negotiating 
W ith N. Y. Bosses

Local 302, C a fe te ria  Employees 
U n ion  o f New Y o rk , held its  
s tr ik e  weapon in abeyance as ne­
go tia tions  w ith  the  A ffilia te d  
Restaurateurs Inc., proceeded in  
an atm osphere favo rab le  tow ard  
the un ion demands. N ego tia tions 
had been resumed a t ju s t about 
the s tr ik e  deadline date d u rin g  
the m iddle o f la s t week. 1

The m a jo r union demands in ­
cluded a m in im um  tw o  do lla r gen­
era l wage increase fo r  a ll w o rk ­
ers, the seven hour day fo r  
women, and the e lim ina tion  o f 
wage d iffe re n tia ls , the same pay 
fo r  the same w o rk  in  a l l ca fe te r­
ias, chains and independents 
a like.

By A L B E R T  P A R K E R  ® -

The July 1 March on Washington to demand the abolition 
of discrimination against the Negro people in employment and 
the armed forces is a project worthy of the support of every 
Negro and white worker. It is worthy of support in spite of the 
fact that its organizers (A. Philip Randolph and his friends) 
have not done too well a job of arousing and mobilizing the 
Negro masses behind it, and in spite of the fact that its demands 
are not formulated very well.

The March is worthy of support because essentially it is 
an A C TIO N  against the system of Jim Crowism that segregates 
and discriminates against Negroes wherever they go.

The Negro masses themselves have had no difficulty in
seeing th is . Everywhere, the local® -------------------------------------------------------
M arch-on-W ashington Committees, 
repo rt the workers, whenever they 
have been reached, have dug in to  
th e ir  pockets and donated and 
volunteered fo r the m arch —  and 
the questions they have asked 
have not been: “ Should we sup-, 
po rt the M arch?”  bu t “ How can 
we make t ills  M arch more success­
fu l? ”

C O U R IE R  OPPOSES M A R C H
B u t w h ile  the Negro masses 

have grasped the need fo r the 
M arch im m ediate ly, some sections 
of the Negro in te llec tua ls  have 
been unable to do the same. A 
typ ica l example is the ed ito ria l 
w r ite r  of the P ittsbu rgh  Courier 
th is  week, who says:

“ N o th ing  is going to be accom­
plished by the crackpot proposal 
o f A . P h ilip  Randolph and his 
associates to  stage a m arch on 
W ashington in  protest against col­
o r d isc rim in a tio n  in  na tiona l de­
fense.

“ Marches on W ash ing trn  have 
always fa iled  of th e ir  purpose be­
cause Congress has regarded them 
m ere ly as nuisances organized by 
pu b lic ity  hounds, Job-hunters and 
addle-pates, and consisting of the 
mob-minded and m isguided . . . ”

T H E  C O U R IE R ’S A L IB I
In  order to ju s t ify  th is  la n ­

guage, w h ich  is an exact language 
th a t w i l l  be used by the Negro- 
ha ling  po ll tax  Dem ocratic legis­
la to rs in  W sshi B'rton on Ju ly  1, 
the Courier e d ito r ia l w r ite r  con­
tinues:

“ Led by the P ittsburgh "o u rie r, 
which has spent thousands of dol­
la rs du ring  the past fou r ’ears 
in en lig h ten in g  pub lic  op in ion 
about color d isc rim in a tio n  :n na­
tiona l defense, colored people have 
so flooded th e ir  Congressman, Sen­
ators and the President w ith  pro­
tests tha t not a s ingle o ffic ia l in 
W ashington is  unaware of the evil.

"Can a parade te ll them  any­
th in g  they do not already know?

“ Randolph’s group is loud ly 
c la im ing  th a t they w il l  have be­
tween 50,000 and 100,000 Negroes, 
parad ing in  W ashington on Ju ly  
1, 3941.

“ T h is  w i l l  be a great boon to 
the ra ilroad  companies and to the 
o il and gas stations in  W ashington 
and v ic in ity , bu t i t  w i l l  ce rta in ly  
be a hardship on the marchers.

“ TP« m ost e ffec tive  way o f 
in flue nc in g  Congress and the 
A d m in is tra tio n  is by personal 
le tte rs  and telegram s from  in ­
div iduals, societies, church 
congregations, clubs and f ra ­
te rn itie s ; by m em oria ls and re ­
so lu tions sent to  both Houses 
and by in te llig e n t personal 
representations.”

A nd the rest o f the ed ito ria l 
is  devoted to the fac t tha t even 
1,000 Negroes would swamp the

eating and housing fa c ilit ie s  in  
W ashington, and to the prophecy 
tha t because of the heat and other 
d ifficu ltie s , “ there w i l l  be fa r less 
than the heralded 50,000 Negroes 
present on th a t date.”

A N S W E R IN G  T H E  C O U R IE R
A  parade w i l l  not te ll the Wash­

ing ton  A d m in is tra tio n  anyth ing  
they do not already know about 
the ev il effects of J im  Crowism  on 
the Negro people. I f  a ll the parade 
were intended fo r was to make 
the Congressmen “ aware of the 
ev il,”  i t  would indeed be a waste 
of tim e. B u t th is  line  of argum ent, 
as the Courier editors know wel' 
enough, doesn’t rea lly  touch th t  
po in t of the March.

A  successful and g iga n tic  de­
m onstra tion  in  W ashington th a t 
presented a m il ita n t set o f de­
mands on the adm in is tra tion , 
a dem onstra tion th a t showed 
th a t the N egro people are 
ready to  do more than send 
telegram s, th a t showed they 
are ready to  f ig h t J im  Crow—  
th a t would ce rta in ly  te ll W ash­
ing ton  som eth ing i t  doesn’t  
a lready know !
The Courier ed ito ria l w r ite r  des­

cribes “ the most effective way of 
in flue nc in g  Congress and the A d­
m in is tra tio n .”  W hat has come of 
th is  “ rpost e ffective way"?

W ha t good have a ll the reso­
lu tions, le tte rs, telegram s, 
m em orials and “ in te llig e n t pe r­
sonal representations”  done so 
fa r?  Has i t  go tten any jobs 
in the w a r industries? Has i t  
d im inished by one inch the  seg­
regation  in  the  armed forces? 
I f  th a t is re a lly  “ the m ost e f­
fec tive  way,”  then the re  isn ’ t  
much hope.

's
T H E  M ASSES K N O W  B E T TE R

B u t the masses know th a t isn ’t 
the most effective way a t a ll. 
They know  from  th e ir  own da ily  
experiences th a t you don’t  get any­
th in g  unless you ’re ready to put. 
up a figh t fo r  it ,  th a t you don’t  get 
h igher wages by w r it in g  a le t­
te r bu t by organ iz ing your fellow- 
w orkers and p u ttin g  up a united, 
m il ita n t  struggle against your ex­
p lo iters. Those who exaggerate the 
d ifficu ltie s  of a figh t usua lly  are. 
not around when i t  takes place.

A nd th is  C ourie r e d ito r ia l w r i t ­
er ce rta in ly  has a nerve saying 
th a t the m arch “ w i l l  be a great 
boon to the ra ilroa d  companies 
and to the o il and gas stations.”  
U sing th is  k in d  of logic, one could 
easily condemn the C ourie r and 
its  methods o f figh ting  J im  Crow 
as a great boon to the telegraph 
companies, the post office and th? 
in k  m anufacturers.

W H E R E  W E  S T A N D
The Socia list W orkers P a rty  

re jects the de featis t, non­
s tru g g le  policies o f the COUR-

Cleveland Negroes 
Force Telephone Co 
To Hire Negroes

C L E V E L A N D , Ohio— T  h e 
F u tu re  O utlook League, Cleve­
land’s m ilita n t N egro o rgan­
iza tion  under the leadership o f 
John O. H o lly , won another 
v ic to ry  when i t  forced the 
Ohio B e ll Telephone Company 
to  agree to  the  h ir in g  o f 25 
N egro  men and women in  
sem i-sk illed jobs.

The F O L m ainta ined a 
„ s trong  picket line  fo r  weeks 

before the com pany’s down­
tow n offices and the company 
was bombarded w ith  telephone 
calls. One o f the banners read: 
“ W e w an t to  w ork w ith  dem­
ocracy before we have to  die 
fo r  i t . ”

T he  company a t f ir s t  re ­
fused to  negotia te  w ith  the 
F O L  w hile  they were being 
picketed, bombarded w i t h  
phone ca lls and. the company 
alleged, s u ffe r in g  from  w ire  
c u ttin g  by “ unknown”  parties. 
F in a lly , a fte r  the N A A C P  and 
U rban League had lined up 
so lid ly  w ith  the FO L, the com­
pany cap itu la ted to the united 
N egro forces.

IE R ’S e d ito r ia l w r ite r , and 
ca lls on a ll w orkers to  jo in  and 
to bu ild  the M arch on W ashing­
ton in to  a po w erfu l m an ifesta­
tion  o f the Negroes’ in ten tion  
to  f ig h t to  the  death against 
a ll fo rm s o f J im  Crow.

*  * *
The same day tha t the Courier 

broke its  silence on the M arch to 
come out against it ,  the D a ily  
W orker and the Communist Party 
broke th e ir  silence to come out in  
c r it ic a l support o f the March.

W H Y  S T A L IN IS T S  C H A N G E D
The long silqnce of the S ta lin ­

ists on the question indicated tha t 
they would have been glad to duck 
i t  a ltogether. T ha t th is  was so 
was shown by the hands-off a t t i­
tude of the local S ta lin is ts  w her­
ever the M arch was being organ­
ized.

However, th e ir  fa ilu re  to find 
a reason to  ju s t i fy  non-support 
o f the march, and the pressure 
they m ust have fe lt  from  those 
N egro workers w ith  whom they 
are in  contact, m ust have d r iv ­
en them a t the la s t m oment to 
a decla ra tion  o f qualified sup­
port. Just w ha t else they w ill 
do besides th is  rem ains ye t to 
be seen.

Y O U R  L A S T  C H A N C E  
to  f i l l  in  the gaps in  your 
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and 1940 fo r  on ly

5c EACH
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F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l 
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War Chest Hits 
Quarter - Mark, 
Behind Schedule

During this, the third week of the War Chest campaign, 
$524 came in, bringing the total to nearly one-fourth of the 
$10,000.

But the passage of three weeks means one-third of the 
lime of the campaign, which ends on August I. And that means 
that money is coming in behind schedule— which is an old tradi­
tion in campaigns, with: branches rushing the last weeks to come 
in under the wire. It is time, however, that we junked this tradi­
tion. These are blitzkrieg times. .

St. Paul leads the held. In second place is Reading, whose 
methods might very well be duplicated by the other small 
branches: it may be only a dollar bill at a time, but Reading 
makes a practice of sending something in, two or three times 
a week.

The other branches which are on schedule time are Buffalo, 
Cleveland, St. Louis, Boston.

One reason why the W ar Chest is behind sclfedu’e is that 
over a third of the branches are still in the goose-egg list. If each 
of these branches had sent in whatever it has at hand, we'd be 
on schedule. Let’s hear from these tjvefve offenders.

Six more weeks to go! Speed it up!

$20,000 War Chest 
S C O R E B O A R D

Branch Quota A m t. Pd. %
St. Paul ................... ...........  $300.0« $ 165.00 55%
Reading ................. ......... 25.00 13,30 53
B u ffa lo  .................... ......... 60.00 25.00 41
Cleveland ............... ......... 150.00 60.00 40
St. Louis .................. ......... 25.00 10.00 40
Boston .................... ......... 350.00 93.00 30
San Francisco Bay A rea  1100.00 292.33 26
F lin t  ........................ ......... 200.00 50.00 25
Chicago ................. ........... 1200.00 289.62 24
Q uakertown ........... ........... 25.00 6.00 24
P hiladelph ia  ......... ........... 125.00 29.00 23
N ew ark ............... ! ........... 500.00 112.00 22
New Y ork  C ity  . . . ........... 2500.00 546.28 22
A llen tow n  ............. ........... 25.00 5.00 20
D e tro it .................... ........... 500.00 85.00 17
M inneapolis ........... ........... 1200.00 200.50 17
P ortland ............... ........... 30.00 5.00 17
San D iego ............... ...........  100.00 5.00 5
New Haven ........... ........... 50.00 1.50 3
Los A n g e le s ............. ........  500.00 0.00 0
Youngstown ........... ........  150.00 0.00 0 >
A kron  ..................... ......... 50.00 0.00 0
Fresno ..................... ......... 50.00 0.00 0
Rc-chester ............... ........  50.00 0.00 ft
Toledo ..................... ........  50.00 0.00 0
P ittsbu rgh  ............. ......... 40.00 0.00 0
Louisiana ...........V . . : ¡48:00 0.00 0
Seattle ..................... 26}00 0.00 0
T e x a s ‘ ................... .........  20.00 0.00 0
B a ltim o re  ............... ......... 10.00 0.00 0
M ilw aukee ............. ......... 10.00 0.00 0
M em bers-at-Large ___  555.00 417.00 75

-------

SUBS A R E  C O M IN G  IN  
A  L IT T L E  TOO S LO W LY

We were hoping fo r a m in im um  
o f one hundred regu lar subscrip 
tions to T H E  M IL IT A N T  th is  
m onth of June, bu t seem to be 
lagg ing behind the p ropo rtion  w t 
should be able to record in  the 
m iddle of the m onth. There is s t i l l  
tim e, however, to r our hard- w o rk ­
ing branches to catch up and we 
urge them  to grab hold and see 
what can be done in the next two 
weeks.

The business o f ge tting  sub­
scrip tions is 'not the fo rb idd ing  
jo b  we used to consider it .  The 
fac t tha t each day subscriptions 
come to  the New  Y o rk  office ac­
companied by the b lank clipped 
from  T H E  M IL IT A N T  w hich ad­
vertises the ra tes indicates th a t 
the paper its e lf  is  su ffic ie n t to 
arouse in  its  readers a desire to 
become perm anent readers. We 
are confident th a t a serious app li­
cation of the branches to the job 
of v is it in g  people whose subscrip­
tions have expired would resu lt 
in  a p re tty  h igh  p ropo rtion  o f re ­
newals these days.

The record fo r subscrip tions 
thus fa r  th is  m onth is:

M inneapo lis ................ 5
New Y o rk  .................... 4
D e tro it  ..........................  3
New Castle .................  3

% Youngstown .................. 3
Chicago ..........................  2
Los Angeles ...............  2
B a ltim ore  ...................... 1
Cleveland ...................... 1
Frisco ............................  1
Kansas C ity  ...............  1
Louisiana ......................  1
M ontana ........................  1
N o rth  Dakota .............  1
P h ila d e lp h ia .................  1
Reading ........................  1
St.‘ : Paul ___ ! ..............  1
Venice. C al....................  1
M iscellaneous .............  1

M IL IT A N T  S A L E S M A N  
REPORTS H IS  E X P E R IE N C E S

One of our correspondents 
w rites  us the fo llo w in g  s to ry :

“ A t  a trade un ion m eeting we 
had a l i t t le  fun . Three of us were 
se lling  the paper and I  suppose 
too m any people were ta k in g  i t  
to please the S ta lin is t leaders, so 
one of the C. P.’ers collected the 
papers from  the people inside the 
door. The others, however, pu t th£ 
papers in  th e ir  pockets. We made 
one good contact regardless. In ­
c iden ta lly , when we hawk, we 
shout out our id e n tity ; so fa r no 
physica l hangups. We sent the 
Y. C. L. issue o f T H E  M IL IT A N T  
to our S ta lin is t contacts.

“ A t  the M eta l Polishers and 
B uffers Union I  got a swell res­
ponse. One fe llow -w orker gave me 
a dim e; another w ent in to  the 
m eeting o f s tr ike rs  and we had 
a story on th e ir  s tr ike . Inc iden t­
a lly , the s tr ike rs  were w e ll pleas­
ed w ith  the a rtic le . In  fact, the 
boys in v ite d  me to p icket w ith  
them. The pa rty  is rea lly  going 
to contact the boys on s trike .

"The qu a lity  o f T H E  M IL I ­
T A N T  and the fact th a t we have 
had local s trikes w r itte n  up in  its  
columns convinces me tha t the 
paper can be used as a real organ­
izer. The s tr ike rs  are ju s t as anx­
ious to read th e ir  s to ry  in  T H E  
M IL IT A N T  as we are.”

JU S T  O FF  T H E  PRESS 
T H E  J U N E  IS S U E  OF

LA VERITE
A M on th ly  O rgan fo r  French- 
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Frankensteen’s A lib i For Roosevelt
Frankensteen’s Story W on' t 
Get Very Far A t The U A W  
Buffalo Convention

The m ost grotesque figu re  in  A m erican public li fe  today is 
R ichard T. Frankensteen. In  co llabora tion w ith  h is colleagues o f 
the In te rn a tio n a l executive board o f the U A W -C IO , Frankensteen 
f le w  to  Los Angeles to  break the N o rth  Am erican A v ia tio n  s tr ike . 
H e also had the considerable a id  o f a te legram  from  P h ilip  M u r­
ra y , s id ing  w ith  him  in condemning, the s trike . Frankensteen was 
ap p ro v ing ly  on the scene as the troops marched in. T h a t was 
Monday, June 9th. Two more days w ent by and appa ren tly  the 
whole business had been completed sm ooth ly. W hereupon on the 
afternoon o f June 11th, Frankensteen made a fo rm a l statem ent 
to  the press approving and defending the use o f the troops. 
Frankensteen woke up the next day to discover th a t he had been 
le f t  ho ld ing the bag.

He had been too preoccupied in con fe rrin g  w ith  the A rm y  o f­
ficers, perhaps, to notice w ha t was happening. B u t a ground swell 
had risen in D e tro it and F lin t,  in  the steel m ills  and the coal 
mines, and wherever there are CIO  w orke rs ; they knew w hich 
side o f the class line  they are on; the to rre n t o f red -ba iting  p ro ­
paganda o f press and rad io  ro lled over them  and le f t  no m ark. 
Local unions everywhere began to voice th e ir  fee lings. Now  a 
new to rre n t raged— the an g ry  to rre n t o f p ro le ta rian  resentm ent 
aga inst the A rm y  s tr ikeb rea k ing  in Inglewood, C a lifo rn ia . T h a t 
to rre n t found its  w ay in to  CIO headquarters. The m orn ing a fte r  
Frankensteen had approved the use o f the troops, the na tiona l 
CIO  office was m a ilin g  a le tte r  to a ll CIO a ffilia te s  condemning 
the use o f the troops. A  day la te r came the even sharper con­
dem nation o f Roosevelt’s use o f troops issued from  John L. Lew is ’ 
o ffice as C hairm an o f Labo r’s Non P artisan  League.

E ve ry  cow ard ly  trade union bureaucra t in  the CIO who on 
M onday was pe rfe c tly  ready to approve Roosevelt’s use o f troops 
was ru n n in g  fo r  cover by Thursday. Frankensteen, however, is 
in  no position to  ru n  fo r  cover; ne ithe r is R. J. Thomas, P res i­
dent o f the U A W -C IO , nor, a t the least, a m a jo r ity  o f the U A W - 
CIO  In te rn a tio n a l executive board who worked closely w ith  
Frankensteen th roughou t th is  fo u l business. Frankensteen is no t 
lik e ly  to pe rm it any o f his accomplices to ge t ou t fro m  under. 
F rankensteen w il l  w a n t as much com pany as he can m uster when 

„he faces the delegates to  the U A W -C IO  convention in  B u ffa lo  
in  a few  weeks.

Am ong the employers, o f course, and the top A F L  bureauc­
racy  and the H illm a n  gang, Frankensteen and his associates w il l  
have defenders. You can also be sure th a t a G allup po ll w i l l  find  
“ p re va ilin g ”  sentim ent, “ even in  low er income groups,”  fo r  the 
use o f troops. B ut, we p red ic t w ith  confidence, Frankensteen w i l l  
find  defenders few  and fa r  between among the auto w orkers a t 
the B u ffa lo  convention.

F ranken  steen's A p p ro v a l o f  the  A rm y 's  A c tio n
Presum ably in defending his approval o f the use o f troops, 

F rankensteen w i l l  repeat a t the convention the case he made foY 
i t  to the press. Here, then, is his argum ent, quoted verbatim  from  
an Associated Press dispatch, datelined Los Angeles, June 11 (we 
found i t  in  the ea rly  ed itions o f .the June 12th New Y o rk  HepaJd 
T ribu ne ; i t  was cu t o u t o f the la te r  ed itions when, perhaps, i t  
was a lready known th a t CIO P resident M u rra y  was o ffic ia lly  con­
dem ning the use o f the troop s):

. “  ‘I  take th is  o p po rtu n ity ,’ M r. Frankeusteen said.
‘ to pu b lic ly  recognize the action o f the U n ited  S tates 
governm ent and A rm y  which was taken in  th is  s itua tion  
in  the na tiona l in te rest. The action o f the A rm y  under 
Col. Branshaw has been com plete ly fa ir .  There has been 
no abuse o f power and no v io la tio n  o f in d iv idu a l r ig h ts .

“ |T disapprove o f use o f troops in  s trikes  which are 
le g itim a te ly  called as a las t resort. T h is  position is 
shared by and practiced by the President o f the U n ited 
States. As Governor o f New Y o rk  State, he never saw 
fit to  use troops against labor. In  his e igh t years as C h ief 
Executive o f our nation, he has never used troops aga inst 
labor.

“  ‘B u t no honorable c itizen, be he union member or 
not, can disapprove o f the President’s position in re fus ­
in g  to  to le ra te  the w ildca t s tr ik e  p rec ip ita ted by the 
enemies o f our nation .’ ”

Le t us analyze th is  a rgum ent o f Frankensteen’s, fo r  the 
answer to him  is also the answer to Roosevelt, the cap ita lis ts  
and th e ir  kept press, the W illia m  Greens and H illm ans.

Frankensteen Is A T ra ito r  T o  Hiß Class
1. Frankensteen de libera te ly  sows confusion by lum p ing  to ­

ge ther tw o fundam enta lly  d iffe re n t questions: (a )' the question 
as to w hether or no t the N o rth  A m erican A v ia tio n  s tr ik e  was ‘ 
ju s tifia b le  and good union s tra te g y ; (b ) the use o f troops by 
Roosevelt aga inst the s trike . On th is  de liberate confusion o f two 
ve ry  d iffe re n t questions, Frankensteen in  a ll like lihood w i l l  de­
pend in the m ain a t the B u ffa lo  convention. E very  trade un ion is t 
m ust understand th a t these are tw o  d iffe re n t questions.

T h a t these are tw o  ve ry  d iffe re n t questions is c lear enough 
from  P h ilip  M u rra y ’s position. M u rra y  condemned the s tr ik e  as 
un jus tified  and demanded th a t the s tr ik e rs  re tu rn  to w o rk ; bu t 
lie 'condem ns the use o f troops to break the s trike .

The basic po in t is very clear. Had Frankensteen confined 
h im se lf to denouncing the s tr ike  as un justified , ca llin g  upon the 
s tr ik e rs  to go back to  work, etc., the ground he would have been 
standing oh is th a t o f a d iffe rence on po licy between him  and the 
s trike rs . He would have remained w ith in  the lim its  o f the labor 
movement. When, however, he w ent on to approve the use o f 
troops to break the s trike , he became a t r a ito r  to the w o rk ing  
class.

2. Frankensteen’s argum ent th a t Roosevelt’s record proves 
th a t th is  was a ve ry  special case o f us ing troops fa lls  to  the 
ground as soon as one realizes th a t the N a tiona l Guard is now 
p a rt o f the R egular A rm y . Sure, Roosevelt never before o ffic ia lly  
used troops aga inst labor. He d idn ’t  have to. A t  a nod from  him  
the governors o f the states where the s trikes  were, would call 
ou t the N a tion a l Guard. T h is  happened— to m ention the tw o m ost 
im p o rtan t examples— in  the na tiona l te x t ile  s tr ik e  o f 1934 and 
the L it t le  Steel s tr ik e  o f 1937. W ould Frankensteen dare cla im , 
fo r  example, th a t the New Dealer. Governor Davey o f Ohio, used 
N a tion a l Guard troops aga inst the steel workers, w ith o u t a p r io r  
understand ing w ith  Roosevelt? Now, however, w ith  the N a tiona l 
Guard incorporated in to  the A rm y  and no longer ava ilab le  to the 
governors, Roosevelt had to  take openly upon h im se lf the res­
p o n s ib ility  fo r  ca llin g  ou t the troops.

W hat F rankensteen  D e lib e ra te ly  Conceals
3. F rankensteen covers up the fa c t th a t, f a r  from  being a 

special case, the use o f troops a t-Ing lew ood has set a precedent 
fo r  fu tu re  s trikes— inc lud ing  “ s trikes  which are le g it im a te ly  
called as a la s t reso rt.”  The te x t o-f the P resident’s order dis­
pa tch ing  the troops gives three reasons fo r  so do ing: (1 ) the “ na­
tiona l emergency”  (2) governm ent contracts and governm ent- 
owned m ateria ls  in  the p la n t (3 ) the . re fusa l o f the  s tr ik in g  
union to continue agree ing no t to s tr ik e  th rou gh ou t an inde fin ite  
period o f nego tia tions and m ediation. There is no th ing  peculiar 
about these th ree  conditions a t the N o rth  A m erican A v ia tio n  
p la n t; any o r a ll these conditions w i l l  be tru e  in  every o ther im - 

‘p o rta n t p lan t. A  s tr ik e  “ le g it im a te ly  called as a la s t re s o rt"—  
which Frankensteen pretends would no t be touched by Roosevelt 
— could be smashed by thg A rm y  w ith  pe rfect logic, i f  one g ra n t­
ed the three conditions la id down by Roosevelt. A l l  th is  F ranken­
steen de libe ra te ly  obscures.

Land-Going Admirals

Text O f M u rra y ’s Letter To CIO Units, 
On Roosevelt’s Strikebreaking Moves

W ASHING TO N, June J2— Presi­
dent P h ilip  M urra y  o] the Con­
gress o f In d u s tr ia l O rganizations 
today sent the fo llow ing  le tte r to 
a ll CIO na tiona l and in te rna tiona l 
unions and organizing committees, 
reg ional directors and in d u s tria l 
un ion councils:

Dear S ir and B ro ther:

W ith in  the last week a number 
o f events have occurred which 
áre of far-reaching im portance to 
every w ork ing  man and woman 
in  th is  nation. These events have 
con tribu ted greatly  to aggravating 
the na tiona l hysteria w h ich  has 
prevailed fo r some tim e and in 
the face o f Which the fu tu re  ex­
istence and well-being of labor 
unions and m illio ns  of th e ir  mem 
bers are being gravely threatened.

In  Congress there are pending 
several b ills  w h ich  aim  toward 
the repression and ex tinc tion  of 
labor unions and the rig h ts  of 
workers. In  the House o f Repres­
entatives there is the Vinson b ill,  
H . R. 1439, w h ich  is to come up 
fo r  consideration w ith in  a week 
o r so. T h is  b i l l  would freeze the 
ex is ting  wage standards and em­
ploym ent conditions in Am erican 
in d u s try  and would impose com­
pu lsory a rb itra tio n  in  indus tria l 
relations.

V IC IO U S  B IL L S
In  addition, the House o f Repre­

sentatives on ly a few days ago 
approved two ride rs  to a m ilita ry  
appropria tion  measure, pursuant 
to w h ich  the N ationa l Defense 
M ediation Board w ill be made an 
ins trum en t fo r the im pos ition  of 
com pulsory a rb itra tio n  on a il la ­
bor. Those who would rem ain On 
s tr ik e  in  v io la tio n  of the Media­
t io n  Board’s award could not be 
reeipployed at any p lan t produc­
in g  m ate ria l under government 
contract.

These b ills  are vicious and 
have bu t a s ing le  in te n t— to  de-

s troy  organized labor. They 
m ust be fou gh t and defeated.
In  the Senate, the Connally 

amendment has been added to the 
conscrip tion law. Under th is  
amendment a ll p lants and .m ills  
in  wh ich there is any s tr ik e  or 
stoppage may he taken over by 
the United States government. 
T h is  amendment does not, pu rpo rt 
to a ffo rd  any protection to the 
r ig h ts  of labor when such plants 
are taken over by the government. 
In  other words, the amendment is 
intended solely to in jec t the gov­
ernm ent in to  every in d u s tria l dis­
pute, w ith  the threat, tha t i f  the 
workers engage in  a s tr ike  the 
p lan t w i l l  be seized by the United 
States government, the s tr ike  
broken and the righ ts  of the w ork­
ers destroyed, fo llow ing  which the 
p lan t would be returned to the 
management.

T H E  R IG H T  TO  S T R IK E
T h is  measure is  the m ost 

f la g ra n t a ttem p t to w ipe ou t 
a ll r ig h ts  and benefits which 
the w orkers o f the na tion  and 
labo r unions have obtained 
down th rou gh  the years 
th rough  b itte r  strugg les. T h is  
measure m ust also be v ig o r­
ously fo u g h t and defeated.

P E R V E R TE D  D R A F T  L A W
Secretary of W ar Sttmson and 

General Hershey, the A c tin g  D i­
rector o f the conscrip tion law , re­
cen tly  issued a national order un­
der w h ich  a ll local d ra ft boards 
were directed to re-examine and 
cancel deferments o f  s trike rs . Th is 
order extends enforced labor to 
p ra c tica lly  every m a jo r Ind us tria l 
p lan t w ith o u t regard fo r  labor's 
r ig h ts  or the m erits  of any indus­
t r ia l  dispute. I t  constitutes a flag ­
ra n t abuse of the conscrip tion law  
and an open breach o f fa ith  w ith  
labor.

The perversion of the conscrip­
tion  law  to  the establishm ent of

enforced labor in  the United 
States is deeply repugnant to the 
Am erican way of doing th ings 
T h is  action is intended to break 
s trikes regardless o f the fu ll m er­
its  of labor’s demands in  the par­
t ic u la r dispute. The order Is in 
v io la tion  o f the basic princip les 
o f the conscrip tion law  and p ro­
tests against its  con tinuation  m ust 
be made.

USE OF A R M Y

The in jec tio n  o f armed forces 
o f the na tion  in to  a priva te  in ­
du s tria l dispute m ust also be con­
demned. Such action can only 
serve to create a status of en­
forced labor In th is  nation, and 
enforced labor can on ly create b it­
terness on the pa rt of w o rk ing  
people. Repression and the use of 
force are no t the methods tha t 
can be or w i l l  be countenanced by 
the A m erican people fo r the es­
tab lishm ent o f wholesome and 
sound in d u s tria l re la tions. T h is  is 
no t the A m erican way, o r consis­
te n t w ith  democracy.

The CIO  and its  a ffilia te d  o r­
ganizations are dedicated to  a 
sing le  objectiye— to ob ta in  a 
be tte r l i fe  fo r  the w o rk ing  men 
and women o f th is  na tion 
th rough  increased wages and 
im proved w o rk in g  conditions. 
The CIO  unions m ust and sha ll 
continue to  w ork  fo r  the fu l­
f illm e n t o f th is  ob jectiye. A t  
the present tim e  the r is in g  cor­
porate p ro fits  and the increas­
in g  cost o f liv in g  o f the  w o rk ­
in g  people am p ly ju s t i fy  the 
demands o f the w orkers fo r  in ­
creased wages and im proved 
w o rk in g  conditions.
In  seeking th is  goal the w o rk ­

ers m ust continue to enjoy th e ir 
fundam ental r ig h t to s trike . Th is 
r ig h t cannot and must not be Im ­
paired by governm ent offic ia ls qr 
leg is la tive  action. No mediation 
board, w h ich  has as its  function

Land-going officers o f the U. S. N avy show n leading a few  hundred scabs in to  one o f the 11 
s truck  San Francisco sh ipyards in  an unsuccess fu l a ttem p t to break the s tr ik e  o f 1900 A F L  and 
CIO  m achinists. The s tr ike rs  have resisted the co mbined s tr ikeb rea k ing  in te rven tion  o f the N a ­
tio n a l M ed ia tion Board, the OPM, the N avy D e p a rtm e n t and top A F L  o ffic ia ls . The w a lkou t be­
gan on M ay 8.

L e ft
Jabs

------- By C O R T

The New South Wales P a rlia ­
ment met Iasi m onth to consider 
the question of build itffe c iv ilia n  
a ir-ra id  shelters and, according to 
the N. Y. Times, was upset at the 
cost of such p ro jec ts ..In  the m idst 
o f the deliberations, a member 
from  N o rth  Sydney spoke up w ith  
the suggestion tha t the sewers be 
used fo r  thti* purpose. The sewers 
were plenty la rge enough to hold 
the men and women and ch ild ren  
o f South Wales, he assured the 
P arliam ent, and more im portan t, 
they were already b u ilt. T h in k  of 
lie money saved!

I t  looked lik e  the  gentlem an 
from  N o rth  Sydney had saved 
the day and there was enthus­
iasm and congra tu la tions on a ll 
sides. Suddenly, however, some­
body asked, “ W ha t w i l l  we do 
w ith  the sewage?”
As yet we have received no re­

po rt on who won shelter from  the 
bombers —  the people or the sew­
age.

t  *
A1 Sm ith  has made up w ith  

FDR. Not on ly has he been thum p­
in g  the w ar drum s and ca lling  
fo r na tional u n ity  behind the Pres­
ident, but last week he even made 
a social v is it  to his e rs tw h ile  en­
emy. The newspapers have been 
w ondering i f  the two o f them 
“ burled the hatchet.”

Sure they did— r ig h t in  the 
w o rkers ’ backs.

* « *
W orkers In nine New Y ork  bot­

t l in g  plants of the Cola-Cola com­
pany have gone on s tr ik e  and the 
bosses are try in g  to figure out how 
they can assert tha t “ na tiona l de­
fense”  is being sabotaged.

to mediate labor disputes, should 
usurp o r be given the au tho rity  
to impose com pulsory a rb itra tio n  
o r to in te rfe re  in any way w ith  
the basic r ig h ts  o f labor. There 
should not and cannot- be any 
ju s tifica tio n  fo r governamental ac­
tion  o r leg is la tive  enactment 
which would in te rfe re  w ith  or d i­
m in ish  the basic r ig h ts  of labor.

Democracy, w ith  its  basic and 
fundam ental in s titu tion s , is under 
serious attack. The CIO, its  a ffi­
lia ted unions and its  m illio n s  of 
members are determ ined to defeat 
any attem pt to underm ine or d i­
m in ish  the pro tection afforded to J 
Am ericans in  the exercise of th e ir  
basic cons titu tiona l and democ­
ra tic  r ig h ts  under o u r Am erican 
way of life . Those who lend them 
selves to repress the r ig h ts  and 
priv ileges of Am ericans are the 
enemies o f democracy. Those who 
com m it acts w h ich add to the cur­
ren t hysteria  are m ere ly fu rn ish  
in g  aid to the enemies o f democ­
racy.

C A L L  TO  A C T IO N
I t  is now our jo in t task to take 

Immediate action th rough our na­
tion a l organizations, our local un­
ions and our in d iv id u a l members 
in  com m unicating w ith  our rep­
resentatives in  Congress and pub­
lic  o ffic ia ls  and advis ing them of 
our a ttitud e  and our views in 
these im portan t s ituations. Only 
in  th is  manner can your r igh ts  
and in terests be protected and 
the su rv iva l of democracy as­
sured.

T h is  action must, be taken at 
once. I t  is  on ly  w ith  your fu ll 
support and cooperation that, the 
past successes of the Congress of 
in d u s tr ia l O rganizations can be 
protected and our fu tu re  expan­
sion assured.

F ra te rn a lly  yours,
P H IL IP  M U R R A Y , President 
Congress o f In d u s tr ia l 
O rgan iza tions ‘ ;

4. “ The action o f the A rm y  under Col. Branshaw has been 
com plete ly fa ir , ”  says Frankensteen. B y  th is  he defends the dis­
m issal o r suspension o f a ll the lead ing s tr ike rs  and th e ir  being 
called up fo r  reclassifica tion by the d ra ft  board as no longer sub­
je c t to  deferm ent. Here, too, Frankensteen de libe ra te ly  confuses 
two ve ry  d iffe re n t questions: (a ) d isc ip lin a ry  action taken by a 
union aga inst members found g u ilty  o f offenses aga ins t the 
un ion; and (b ) the beheading o f the local union by sum m ary 
action o f the em ployer and the A rm y .

The con s titu tion  p f the U A W -C IO  lays down procedure fo r  
d isc ip lin ing  a member. W r itte n  charges m ust be filed, a t r ia l  com­
m ittee  set up, the accused provided w ith  adequate op p o rtu n ity  to 
defend him self, etc. etc. N o th in g  o f the so rt happened a t In g le ­
wood. I t  was no t the union bu t the em ployer and the A rm y  w hich 
acted aga inst these men. I t  was no t a un ion ’s d isc ip lin a ry  action, 
b u t a boss’ beheading o f a union. A  m an who dares to  confuse 
the fundam enta l d is tinc tio n  between union d iscip line and boss- 
a rm y  discip line ce rta in ly  isn ’t  f i t  to  be a un ion o ffic ia l.

F rankensteen 's  F ram eup  o f  the  S tr ik e rs
5. The above analysis o f the a n ti- la b o r m eaning o f F ranken- 

steen’s a rgum en t can be accepted both by those un ion men who 
consider the N o rth  Am erican A v ia tio n  s tr ik e  ju s tifia b le  and those 
who do not. Even i f  the s tr ik e  was poorly  conceived, s tup id ly  
executed, conducted under conditions w h ich  a m ore in te llig e n t 
leadership would have avoided, F rankensteen stands condemned 
as a t r a ito r  to his class. B u t the whole s to ry  damns Frankensteen 
even more.

He dares to ca ll th is  s trike , a s tr ik e  waged aga inst an em­
p loye r who has never g ranted a un ion con tract, a s tr ik e  voted by 
the overw helm ing m a jo r ity  o f the local un ion ’s membership, by 
secret ba llo t in  accordance w ith  the U A W -C IO  con s titu tion— he 
dares to  ca ll th is  a “ w ildca t s tr ik e ” ! The U A W  In te rn a tio n a l 
executive board m igh t, w ith  some show o f p la u s ib ility , te rm  
“ w ild ca t”  a s tr ik e  waged aga inst .an em ployer who has signed a 
con tract w h ich  has n o t ye t exp ired— although such s trikes  o ften  
are ju s tifie d  when the em ployer is no t l iv in g  up to  the contract. 
O r “ w ild ca t”  could be applied where a m in o r ity  has p rec ip ita ted  
a s trike . B u t by w ha t log ic  can th is  s tr ik e  be called w ildca t?

Frankensteen fo rge ts  th a t th is  w ord smells in  the  nos trils  o f 
the auto w orkers ! They rem em ber its  use by the notorious D illon , 

’W illia m  Green’s appointee to  the head o f the U A W . They re ­
m ember Hom er M a r t in ’s s im ila r  s trikeb rea k ing  practices. F ra n k ­
ensteen w il l  have to  take Col. B ranshaw  and his troops in to  the 
B u ffa lo ’ convention to ge t aw ay w ith  th a t one!

6. F in a lly , Frankensteen asserts, in  fram eup term s iden tica l 
w ith  the v ile s t c a p ita lis t sheet, th a t the s tr ik e  was “ p rec ip ita ted 
by the enemies o f  ou r na tion .”  B y  th is  he means, as he made 
clear in  o ther statem ents, the Com m unist P a rty . A nd  his animus 
aga inst the C om m unist P a rty , i t  is  p la in  to  see, is no t th a t o f a 
m il ita n t un ion is t who objects to  S ta lin is t  po licy  because i t  doesn’t  
help the w o rk in g  class, b u t the anim us o f a cap ita lis t-m inded  
scissorb ill. I t  is “ our na tion ” — the  “ o u r”  includes h im  and J. H. 
K inde lbe rge r, the  an ti-un ion  president o f the company, b u t i t  
doesn’t  include the young m ilita n ts  who led the s tr ik e — th a t he is 
w o rried  about, and no t the Am erican w o rk in g  class.

L e t Frankensteen exp la in , then, w hy  so m any thousands o f 
upstand ing young Am erican w orkers insisted on fo llo w in g  these 
“ enemies o f our na tion ”  th rou gh  th ic k  and th in , despite a ll the 
fiendish pressure exerted by Roosevelt, a ll the ca p ita lis t agencies 
o f propaganda, and la s t b u t no t least, the trade un ion bureau­
crats.

The t ru th  is ve ry  s im ple: these w orkers  wanted a un ion con­
trac t, inc lud ing  a ra ise fro m  the m iserable wage? they were 
ge ttin g , negotia tions had been d ra gg ing  on since A p r i l  16, the 
young w orkers had a hea lthy  suspicion th a t continuance o f med­
ia tio n  would ge t them nowhere, and they proceeded to use labo r’s 
on ly  rea l weapon, the s tr ike .

W hen w orkers have thus dem ocra tica lly  decided to  s trike , 
Snly police-m inds a ttr ib u te  th e ir  s tr ik e  to “ a g ita to rs ” — and tha t, 
precisely, is the k ind  o f m ind displayed by Frankensteen. W her­
ever policemen m ay conceivably belong, they don’t  belong in  the 
leadership o f unions. A t  the B u ffa lo  convention, le t  us hope, the 
auto w orkers  w i l l  release Frankensteen fo t  a ca llin g  more s u it­
able to  his m e n ta lity — and w ith  h im  a ll those who were his ac­
complices in  .aid ing Roosevelt to smash the N o rth  A m erican 
A v ia tio n  s trike .

CIO Teamsters Launch Drive
(Continued fro m  page 1)

and file  tru c k  d rive rs  throughout 
the na tion  hate the name of d ic­
ta to r Tobin. They welcom.e the 
revo lt against h im  and the begin­
n ing  of reorganization in  a mod­
ern, progressive in d u s tr ia l union 
—  the CIÓ.

“ Local 544 was' m a in ly  in s tru ­
m ental in  organ iz ing 200,000 of 
these w orkers in  the Central 
States area. T ha t was a crim e In 
the eyes o f Tobin because he 
fears expanding organ ization can’t 
be contro lled by h is antiquated, 
horse-and-buggy conceptions of un­
ionism . A t  the W ashington con­
vention o f the Teamsters In te r­
na tiona l we fought and defeated 
Tobin 's m onstrous proposal to 
g ive h im  power to impose com­
pu lsory a rb itra tio n  on a ll locals 
in  th e ir  disputes w ith  employers. 
We also voted against his w ho lly  
undeserved $10,000 increase of 
yearly  salary. Local 544 rejected 
the demand o f Tob in  th a t he be 
allowed to appo int a d ic ta to r-re ­
ce iver over the un ion w ith  a rb i­
t ra ry  power to remove its  elected 
offic ia ls  and regulate a ll its  a f­
fa irs . We consistently refused to 
support o r have any p a rt in  To­
b in ’s raids on the B rew ery W o rk ­
ers Union. These are the real 
crim es o f Local 544.

T ob in ’s red-ba iting  charges ar.e 
the same old re.d-herring which 
M inneapolis employers have been 
dragg ing across the t r a i l  fo r the 
past seven years as Tob in  and ev­
erybody else knows.

“ Local 544 is  asserting  the 
dem ocratic r ig h t  o f a local 
un ion to  elect its  own officers 
and a ff il ia te  w ith  a na tiona l o r­
gan iza tion  o f its  own choos­
ing. Thousands upon thousands 
o f o ther tru c k -d r iv e rs  th ro u g h ­
ou t the  coun try  w i l l  fo llow  
them. They know, as w e ll as 
we, th a t the C IO  is today the 
g re a t progressive banner o f la ­
bor,. beneath which the mass o f 
w orkers can re a lly  go fo rw a rd  
to  a be tte r day.”

T O B IN ’S H E N C H M E N  A R R IV E
The teamsters o f M inneapolis 

and the Northw est have been es­
pec ia lly  incensed b y  a Tobin 
statem ent th a t “ we have $6,000,000 
in  our defense fund, and i f  we 
have to spend i t  a ll to keep our 
locals in  the A F L , we are go ing 
to do it .  W e’re go ing  to  shoot 
the w orks.”

A lthough Tobin has consistently 
refused fo r years to give a cent 
o f financia l assistance to teamsters 
locals In th e ir  s tr ik e  struggles 
against the bosses, he is now w i l l ­
in g  to spend six  m illio n  do llars 
to figh t against the teamsters 
themselves.

Tobin and Republican Governor 
Stassen, c lim axed th e ir  m onth- 
and-a-half refusa l to sign new 
contracts w ith  544 by ge tting  a 
cou rt in ju n c tio n  fo rb idd ing  544 to 
take any s tr ik e  action w ith V u t 
g iv in g  the 10 days notice required 
by the Stass.en slave-labor law. 
T h is  move came a fte r a confer­
ence of the o ffic ia ls  of the Asso­
cia ted Indus tries  w ith  Dave Beck. 
Negotiations of 544-CIO w ith  cer­
ta in  sections of the bosses, how­
ever, are in  active progress.

S T A L IN IS T S  H E L P  T O B IN
B rin g in g  up the rea r in  th is  re­

actiona ry  com bination against 544 
were the S ta lin is t leaders of the 
weak local and state CIO council. 
Both the Hennepin County Indus­
t r ia l Union Council, dom inated by 
the S ta lin is ts , and Leonard Lage- 
man, State Secretary o f the CIO, 
pu b lic ly  attacked the leadership 
o f 544. Louverne Noon, Local CIO 
Council Secretary, declared “ i t  be­
comes reasonably evident tha t 
th is  is no t a ba ttle  between CIO 
and A F L , hu t is ra th e r a show­
down figh t between the Beck-To- 
b in  forces and those of the Dunne 
B ro thers of 544.”  Lageman as­
serted th a t “ the leadership o f 544 
w il l  have to c a rry  out the policies 
of the CIO o r they w i l l  have to 
be removed. Our unions are ru n  
dem ocra tica lly.”

The N o rth u e s t Organizer, 544 
weekly advised these self-appoint­
ed d ic ta tors tha t they get in  "touch 
w ith  T ob in  and ask h im  how he 
is  fee ling  a fte r h is ill-s ta rred  a t­
tem pt to  “ remove”  the du ly  
elected offic ia ls o f Local 544.

“ Unions th a t are ‘run  demo­
c ra tic a lly ’ are unions which se­
lec t th e ir  own leaders and pe r­
m it  no one else to - in te r fe re .”  
the  O rgan ize r said. “ Local 544 
is  such a un ion; i f  i t  w ouldn’ t  
stand fo r  the th rea ts  and o r­
ders o f a rea l d ic ta to r lik e  
Tobin, w h a t chance has a p in t-  
sized im ita tio n  in  M inneapolis 
to push in  h is nose w ith o u t get­
t in g  i t  caugh t in  a w r in g e r? ”

B A T T L E  L IN E S  F O R M IN G

been

BOSSES B A C K  T O B IN

The M inneapolis bosses, who 
are w o rk in g  hand-in-glove w ith

Form idable forces have 
lined up against 544-CIO.

544 on its side has the allegian.ee 
o f the bu lk  o f the M inneapolis 
teamsters, the confidence of the 
most m il ita n t progressives in  the 
Northwest, a tested and trusted 
leadership, its  great tra d itio n s  of 
v ic to rious struggle, and the ma­
te ria l and m oral support of the 
great modern progressive CIO 
movement to p it  against Tobin 
and the bosses’ coa lition. These 
are m ig h ty  forces and there is 
every reason to believe th a t w ith  
them  544 can beat back a ll a t­
tacks and go fo rw ard  to bu ild  a 
great new m otor transport w o rk­
ers organ ization from  coast to 
coast under the banner of the CIO.
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Lundeberg Violated 
Union Policy By Being 
Anti-Bridges Witness
Sailors Union Of The Pacific Is Clearly 
On Record Against Aiding In Deportation

By JO H N  F R E IS

SAN FRANCISCO, June 13— Harry Limd^berg, head of 
the Sailors Union of the Pacific, made an unpardonable mistake 
this week when he informed the prose'cutors for the Department 
of Justice that Harry Bridges had-solicited his (Lundeberg's) 
membership in th *  Communist Part}' and that.Bridges and ad­
mitted membership himself.

True or false, Lundeberg's testimony will weigh heavily in 
the decision on the deportation of I larry Bridges from the United 
States. The fact that Lundeberg appeared at the Bridges hearing 
as an unwilling witness who had made every effort to avoid ap­
pearing, the fact that Lundeberg despite repeated efforts of both 
defense and prosecution to put him on the stand in this and the 
previous hearings had deliberately resisted all such efforts— all 
combines to lend undue importance to Lundeberg’s statements 
at the close of the current hearing.

Lundeberg’s testimony delivers a double blow at the militant 
Sailors Union of the Pacific,, o-------------------------------------------------------•
whose in terests Lundeberg was, | West Coast S a ilo r*  o f Ju ly  20

1939. bears repeating now:
“ U nder new business, a mo­

tion  was made th a t the meet­
in g  go on record as opposing 
the deporta tion  o f H a r r y  
Bridges, since th is  action would 
be used as a precedent against 
organized labor in  general.

• x’ -
"Several brothers spoke on t lu  

m otion, s ta ting  th a t the SUP bar 
no th ing  in  common w ith  B ridge t 
and his cohorts who have been 
notorious in  th e ir  attem pts to dis 
vupt the Sailors Union. They 
pointed out tha t, by th e ir  phoney 
policies, they had attempted tc  
force the SUP back in to  the reac­
tio n a ry  ISU, and had sabotaged 
the SUP in  the steamschooner 
figh t fo r  a s ix  hour day in  1935: 
and also attem pted sabotage o f'th e  
SUP tight against the fink  book. 
The Shepard line  beef and various 
other attem pts to w reck the SUP, 
were mentioned.

“ Nevertheless, the Sailors 
Union was and is opposed to 
deporta tion  o f anyone connect­
ed w ith  labor, others declared, 
and on vote 122 voted in  favo r 
o f the m otion and 2 against.. 
M any bro thers abstained fro m  
vo tin g  a t a ll.”  (B o ld  face in  
o r ig in a l) .

We repeat: T h is  reso lution, and 
f ile  e n tire ly  correct explanation 
o f it ,  has not been o ffic ia lly  
changed o r modified since its  adop­
tion  in 1939. It. is clear therefore 
th a t H a rry " Lundeberg violated 
the mandate of the membership 
o f the SUP when, as witness fo r 
the prosecution, hp gave in c r im i­
na ting  evidence w h ich  w il l  asfsisl 
in  the deporta tion , of Bridges.

Second: Lundeberg may rem ind 
us th a t H a rry  Bridges and the 
S ta lin is t machine have been and 
rem ain the most v ic ious enemies 
of the SUP, and have con tinua lly  
attempted to w reck and destroy 
the SUP. There is  however, no th­
ing new in  th is  s itua tion . I t  was 
known in  1939 when the anti-de­
po rta tion  reso lu tion was adopted. 
But the po licy of the SUP was 
c learly  based on the fundam ental 
p rinc ip le  of a ll m il ita n t  labor: the 
workers w i l l  clean th e ir  own 
house; the w orkers do not want 
the in terference of the govern­
ment, w h ich -in te rfe re s  in  the in ­
terna l disputes of unions on ly to

in  such m istaken fashion, try in g  
to pro tect:

To bear w itness aga inst 
another labor leader (even an 
opponent) before a boss cou rt 
vio lates the en tire  s p ir it  and 
tra d it io n  o f the SUP. I t  has 
long been a fundam ental, i f  un­
w ritte n  princ ip le , o f the SUP, 
th a t con flic ts  in  the labor 
movem ent should be settled in 
and by the labor movement and 
no t by cap ita lis t courts.

No be tte r weapon o f a ttack 
could be given the S ta lin is ts  
aga inst the SUP. which they 
are determ ined to destroy, than 
Lundeberg’s tes tim ony against 
Bridges. The S ta lin is ts  w ill 
u tiliz e  Lundeberg’s testim ony 
to  back up th e ir  tho rough ly  
false cla im  that Lundeberg has 
“ sold ou t”  to  the shipowners. 
They w ill cover th e ir  own 
treachery on the w a te rfro n t by 
po in tin g  to  Lundcberg ’s te s t i­
mony as an “ obstacle”  to  m il i­
ta n t  policies. They w il l  use 
these statem ents o f Lundeberg 
to  confuse and cover up the 
rea l issues on the west coast 
w a te rfro n t. I f  B ridges is  de- 
]y>rted. the S ta lin is ts  w i l l  seek 
to  cover up th e ir  own in te rn a l 
co rru p tio n  which produced the 
renegades from  the C.P. who 
were the m ain witnesses 
aga inst Bridges, by p o in ting  to 
the testim ony o f H a rry  Lunde­
berg.

H O W  IT  H A P P E N E D
W hat can Lundeberg say in  his 

own defense?
F ir s t :  th a t the Sailors Union 

up and down the Pacific Coast had 
granted h im  au thoriza tion  to tes­
t i f y  in  the t r ia l  and had given 
h im  a vote of confidence ttie  n igh l 
before his appearance at the 
Bridges hearing.

T h is  is a h a lf- tru th . The mem­
bership of the Sailors Union vot­
ed confidence in  Lundeberg, in 
th is  instance, on ly  on the basis 
o f the po licy adopted a t the firsi 
B ridges deporta tion hearing, a 
po licy  which has not been changed 
up to now.

T H E  R E A L  SUP P O L IC Y
T ha t po licy, adopted Monday 

J u ly  17, 1939, in  SUP headquar­
te rs m eeting and prin ted in the

Protesting Transfer O f  Ships

Members of the International Longshoreifie n’s Association (A F L ) shown picketing on the 
New York pier of the Morgan Lines aft^r 500 IL A  workers struck in protest against the sale of 
the Line’s entire fleet of 10 ships to the govern ment. The transfer has netted the company 
S2.SOO.000, but le ft the workers jobless.

s tr ik e  a blow against the unions 
themselves.

A V IC IO U S  P R E C E D E N T
Now that. Lundeberg him self.ha: 

helped to establish th is  precedent 
of using tile  courts to settle fn 
te rna l labor disputes, w hat w il. 
he say when a S ta lin is t or a pho 
ney p a trio t in fo rm s on h im  or 
some o ther m ilita n t in the SUP 
in a boss court? W hat w il! he say 
when the governm ent tries  to en­
act in to  law a procedure tha t per­
secutes in  the courts un ion mem­
bers fo r m il ita n t a c tiv ity?  And 
these men w ill not he S ta lin is t 
henchmen but genuine un ion m i­

lita n ts  whose only crim e w il l  be 
figh ting  fo r the in terests of the 
workers against the attacks o f the 
bosses and th e ir  government.

T H E R E  IS NO EX C U S E
T h ird :  Lundeberg was obliged, 

to appear in  court or face prose­
cution and possibly a ja i l  sentence 
fo r contem pt of court. T ha t is 
true. B u t tha t in  no way excuses 
him  from  re la tin g  the anecdote 
(w h ich  may or may not be true) 
about Bridges’ a ttem pt to recru it 
h im  fo r the Communist Party and 
thereby fac ilita te  the deportation 
of Bridges. Th is 'becam e doubly 
clear on the fo llow ing  day of file

' hearing when Frankensteen, fresh 
from  his s trikeb reak ing  explo its 
at the N orth  Am erican plant in 
Inglewood, .could call th a t heroic, 
s tr ik e  a “ com m unist p lo t" —  and 
s t i l l  read a prepared statement 
from  the stand condemning the 
hearing and the deporta tion of 
Bridges.

There can be no excuse, no de­
fense fo r H a rry  Lundeberg’s ac­
tion  against H a rry  Bridges in a 
hois court. Such action m ust be 
strenuously condemned, i f  the la­
bor movement is. to avoid destruc­
tion  by cap ita lis t cou rt in te rven­
tion .

What Harry Lundeberg Of 1939 Said 
About The Harry Lundeberg Of 1941

When H a rry  Lundeberg testified  
against H a rry  Bridges ac the de­
po rta tion  tr ia l,  he uxis v io la tin g  
his oion words of two years ago. 
In  1939 a S ta lin is t in troduced  a 
reso lu tion at the headquarters 
branch m eeting o f the Sailors Un­
ion of the Pacific, ca lling  fo r  “ sus­
pending any o ffic ia l of the SUP 
tha t sha ll te s tify  against H a rry  
Bridges at his fo rthcom ing  hear­
in g  on deportation charges." Here 
is  w ha t H a rry  Lundeberg said 
th e n ; w h lit fo llow s is the verba­
t im  sfory from  W EST COAST 
SAILORS, un ion weekly, J u ly  13, 
1939:

B ro the r Lundeberg, who stated 
lie had anticipated some such 
th in g  being attempted, then- re­
quested reading the fo llow ing  
statem ent fo r  the offic ia l records 
of the Sailors • Union. A fte r the 
statem ent was read, the member 
ship voted to p r in t  i t  in  fu ll in 
the W E S T COAST SAILORS 
Here i t  is:

The in troduc tion  of th is  prop­
osed resolution is an in su lt both

to the membership and the o ffi­
cials, of the SUP. I t  is an attem pt 
on the pa rt o f the au thor to con­
tinue against the SUP offic ia ls the 
s lim y slander campaign waged by 
the C. P. hangers-on fo r the past 
two years in connection w ith  the 
deporta tion proceedings against 
Bridges.

To m y certa in  knowledge no o ’  
fic ia l of the SUP has ever been 
connected in  any way, shape or 
form  w ith  the deporta tion case 
of Bridges . . .

For the past two years attem pts 
have been made not only by the 
,C: P. but by Bridges him self, to 
insinuate that I myself, and other 
o ffic ia ls of the SUP.‘ and also in ­
c lud ing  the woman who has done 
stenographic w ork since 1935. 
w'ere linked  in  an e ffo rt to de­
po rt Bridges. A pprox im ate ly  a 
year ago the W ESTER N W ORK­
ER, offic ia l organ of the C. P.. be­
fore i t  became the PEOPLES 
WORLD, came out w ith  headlines 
branding me a “ stoolpigeon”  and 
stated tha t I had given evidence 
against Bridges to deportation 
au thorities . They were prom ptly

served by me w ith  a notice of 
a libe l su it, and w ith in  24 hours 
had retracted th e ir  statements.:— 
but th is  did not stop the s lim y 
campaign against, m yself and the 
people who w ork  w ith  me.

F o r the in fo rm a tio n  o f the 
SUP membership, I  never was 
and never in tend to  become in ­
volved in  the Bridges deporta ­
tion  mess— nor to  m y kn o w l­
edge do any o f the people I  
w o rk  w ith  in  the union field.

I also w ant to state fo r the re­
cord tha t so fa r as deporting 
Bridges is concerned I am opposed 
to i t  —  in my opin ion a man who 
cannot show a clear s tr ik e  record 
in 1921, so fa r  as the seamen’s 
s trikes are concerned, and a man 
who has been a known and bold 
enemy of the SUP to the extent 
of w a lk in g  through SUP picket 
lines, is a ra t —  but. Union Labor 
should take care of these k in d  of 
b irds —  and w il l  —  and they 
should not a ttem pt to make a 
phoney “ labor m a rty r”  of h im  by 
ho ld ing  pink-tea government in ­
qu iries regard ing deporting him.

Subway Workers Battle
Is Nearing Its Climax

/ •

10,000 TW U -C IO  Members To Picket N .Y . Transportation Board; 
Court Frame-up Being Attempted Against Seven Union Leaders

“ Maritime” 
Federation 
Closes Shop

By C. T H O M A S

S A N  FRANC ISC O , June 8. 
1941— The S ta lin is t w recking 
crew w ro te  fin is  to  the once 
proud M a ritim e  Federation o f 
the Pacific, in  a convention here 
la s t week. The degeneration and 
fina l liqu ida tion  o f ttjc  M aritim e  
Federation fo llow ed a pa tte rn  
made fa m il ia r  by the S ta lin is ts  
in  the labor m ovem ent o f the 
world .

The M a ritim e  Federation o f 
the Pacific was established a fte r  
the g re a t 1934 s tr ik e  as a un ited 
f ro n t  o f a ll Pacific Coast unions 
engaged in  the m arine tra n sp o rt 
in du s try . A s such i t  functioned, 
in its  ea rly  period, in  the m il i­
ta n t tra d itio n  o f ’34 and present­
ed a solid f ro n t  in  a ll disputes 
w ith  the shipowners. I ts  f irs t  p re ­
sident was H a rry  Lundeberg, now 
secre tary o f the Sailors Union 
o f the Pacific, and the sailors 
were among the m ost arden t ad­
vocates and supporters o f the 
Federa tion .'

I t  wasn’t  ve ry  long, however, 
before the S ta lin is ts  began pack­
in g  the Federation w ith  various 
and sundry o rgan iza tions on ly  
rem ote ly  connected w ith  the m ar­
ine tra n sp o rt indus try , bu t un­
der the dom ination o f the C.P. 
T h is  process continued u n t il the 
convention o f 1938 found the 
S ta lin is ts  in  con tro l and exercis­
in g  th e ir  con tro l to d rive  ou t the 
m il ita n t  Sailors U n ion  o f the 
Pacific, the equa lly  m ilita n t 
branches o f the M arine  F irem ens 
Union and the M asters, Mates 
and P ilo ts .

F rom  th a t tim e  on the S ta lin ­
is ts  traded on the w an ing  pres­
tige  o f the  Federation and con­
verted i t  in to  a m outhpiece fo r  
the la te s t z ig -zag in  the p a rty  
line. H a v ing  exhausted its  use­
fulness in  th a t d irection  the Fed­
era tion  is now tossed aside like  
a squeezed lemon. Thanks to  the 
u n ity  howlers o f the Com m unist 
P arty , the m a ritim e  w orkers  o f 
the Pacific Coast find themselves 
more divided now than a t any 
tim e in  th e ir  h is to ry .

E ve ry  such “ v ic to ry ”  reg istered 
by the S ta lin is t w re ck ing  crew 
paves the w ay fo r  w o rk in g  class 
defeat. The m aritim e  w orkers w ill 
learn by b itte r  experience th a t 
i t  is necessary to  r id  themselves 
o f the poison o f S ta lin ism  before 
they can un ite  th e ir  ranks aga inst 
the blows now being prepared 
by the bosses and the bosses’ gov­
ernm ent.

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party

•$>

10,000 members of the Transport Workers Union (C IO ) 
will form a mass picket line before the offices of the New York 
City Board of Transportation, 250 Hudson Street, at 5:30 P.M . 
Friday, June 20.

The picket line demonstration, which will be followed by 
an open-air meeting, is part of the campaign of thé T W U  to force 
the LaGuardia city administration to enter negotiations for re­
newal of the union» contracts on the city-owned subways. The 
present contracts expire June 30.

This week LaGuardia’s campaign- to smash the subway
w orkers ’ un ion struck a new low

A  phoney three-year old ind ic t 
ment Cor alleged assault was un­
earthed by the D is tr ic t A tto rney 
and General Sessions Judge W al­
lace ordered A ustin  Hogan, pres­
ident of the Y ork  local, and six 
other un ion members and organ­
izers to stand t r ia l  next Monday. 
T h is  in d ic tm e n t alleges th a t the 
seven defendants assaulted a fo r­
mer un ion member back in  May. 
1938.

Judge W allace refused the plea 
o f the un ion defendants fo r a six 
week’s postponement. T h is  t r ia l  is 
an obvious a ttem pt to in tim ida te  
(lie union before the showdown 
comes on the question of the re- 
ncw'al of the un ion contracts cov­
ering  22,000 workers on the city- 
owned subways.

contracts, pending a fina l ju d ic ia l 
ru ling . LaG uard ia stated tha t 
“ the provisions o f t lie  contract 
affected w ill*  be perform ed in  the 
meantime.”  .

A lthough there have been no 
¡ud ic ia l ru ling s  abrogating any 
terms of the contracts, the Board 
of T ransporta tion , backed by La­
Guardia, has system atica lly  v io ­
lated the contracts.

Union men have been fired; sen­
io r ity  provisions have been fla u n t­
ed wholesale; hours have been 
lengthened; wages have been cut; 
the seven-day week has been re in ­
s titu ted  fo r m any w orkers; union 
grievance committees are not rec­
ognized; , w age-differentia ls are 
being m ainta ined fo r  the same 
type o f w o rk ; women and Negro

V A S T  S T R IK E B R E A K IN G  
MOVES

T lie  New Y ork  cap ita lis t press 
lias been scream ing its  head of. 
because the subway workers liav* 
dared to demand the continuation 
of th e ir  co llective bargaining 
r ig h ts  and un ion wages and con 
d itions. LaG uard ia  lias been de­
m onstra tive ly  m ob iliz ing  every 
s trikeb reak ing  resource a t U i f  
command in  an e ffo rt to in t.im i 
date and te rro rize  the subway 
workers in to  c a p itu la t in g -to "  bis 
open-shop terms.

Among the s trikeb reak ing  meas­
ures w h ich  the L it t le  F low er has 
announced he is contem plating 
are .severe lim ita tio n s  upon the 
r ig h t to p icket and a vast m ob il­
iza tion  o f police force to escort 
strikebreakers, who w il l  be used 
in  an attem pt to operate the sub­
way systems i f  a s tr ik e  is called.

S trikebreakers, i t  is announced: 
w i l l  be housed in  the yards and 
property  o f the Board of T rans­
po rta tion ; cars of c ity  employes 
w il l  be drafted and a canvass if 
being made o f the personnel of 
the W ar Departm ent’s troop move 
m ent office here to determ ine the 
number of cars available to trans 
po rt scabs.

E le c trica l technicians of the 
police and other c ity  departments 
w i l l  be called in  to man the powei 
houses and sw itch  towers. La 
Guardia, in  the event of a s tr ike  
intends to operate thq. subways 
w ith  men who have no experience 
in  the complicated coordination 
and operations o f the systems 
even a t the r is k  of the lives o' 
hundreds of thousands o f subway 
goers.

C IT Y  V IO L A T E S  PR O M ISE
A  Board of T ransporta tion  re 

solution, passed in  A p r il,  1940 
slated the un ion ’s contracts w oul' 
be "honored by the board, and t lia 1 
the board would bold in  abcyanc 
any controversia l decision i t  m ig lii 
make on any provisions of the

workers are d iscrim inated against 
in pay and oppo rtun ity  fo r ad­
vancement to bette r jobs.

L A G U A R D IA ’S P R E T E X T  
EXPO SED

LaG uard ia has attem pted to 
give his un ion-busting d rive  a le­
gal . cover by try in g  to hoax the 
New Y ork  pub lic  in to  th in k in g  
tha t the c ity  has no r ig h t  to 'm ako 
a con tract w ith  a union. Ho is 
obviously concerned not, however, 
w ith  any given fea tu re  of the 
present contracts, bu t w ith  des­
tro y in g  any form  of co llective bar­
ga in ing between the c ity  and the 
tra n s it workers.

A demand by the T ransporta tion  
Board fo r an im m ediate b lanket 
ru lin g  to the effect, th a t i t  can­
not enter in to  a un ion contract 
was turned down by State Su­
preme Court Justice Church, who 
declared on June 6 tha t the c ity 's  
m otion was denied, because no 
such ru lin g  could be made w ith ­
out a fu l l  hearing, in  w h ich  the 
union could present its  case.

LaG uard ia  has been unable .to 
c ite a single law  or ju d ic ia l deci­
sion denying the r ig h t  of m un i­
cipal workers under c iv i l service 
to collective r ig h ts  through a un­
ion o f th e ir  own choosing. 
B E F O R E  T H E  U N IO N

LaG uard ia ’s rea l a im  is to drive  
the tra n s it workers back to the 
conditions before 1934, when they 
had no union. In  1934, the sub­
way w orkers worked a 72 hour 
week. The union has been able 
to reduce hours down to 48 a 
week. ’

W eekly wages, fo r a 72 hour 
week, used to ru n  as low as $14. 
Under the un ion, wages in  many 
instances have been more than 
doubled —  and fo r  a 48 hour 
week.

The subway workers know w hat 
conditions are in  store fo r them 
i f  LaG uard ia  lias h is  way. B u t 
they do no t in tend to go back to 
the wages and hours o f 1934.
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Labor League Condemns Roosevelt Adm inistration
W ASHING TO N, June 10 —  La­

bor's Non-Partisan League, of 
w hich John L . Lew is is  the cha ir­
man, issued the fo llow ing  state­
ment in  its  news le tte r, “ Between 
the Lines,’’ dated today, condemn­
in g  the Roosevelt A dm in is tra tion  :

F if ty  years of p a in fu lly  develop­
ed federal labor po licy was placed 
on the chopping block here in  a 
series of actions th a t marked the 
week o f June 9 as the blackest in 
Am erican labor h is to ry.

R esponsib ility  fo r the wholesale 
sacrifice of fundam ental princ ip les 
of governm ent labor po licy must 
be pinned squarely on the Roos­
evelt ad m in is tra tion  w h ich over­
n igh t abandoned not on ly what 
ea rlie r a d m in is tra tion  had accom­
plished, but its  own repeated 
ple.dges and often-slated aims.

T O T A L IT A R IA N  P A T H
In  a v ir tu a l t ida l wave of re­

action the ad m in is tra tion  spon­
sored leg is la tion th a t advances fa r 
along the to ta lita r ia n  path ^of 
forced labor. I t  embraced com pul­
sory a rb itra tio n , perverted the 
conscrip tion act into”  a s tr ik e ­
breaking weapon, deserted the 
unemployed, accepted a blanket 
condemnation o f strikes, and, fin ­
a lly , ordered federal troops w ith  
draw n bayonets on s trikeb reak ing  
duty.

A nd the week ended in  a w itc h ­

bu n tin g  free-for-a ll w ith  adm in is­
tra tio n  sources outdoing the Dies 
Committee in  slandering elected 
labor-representatives.

R O O SEVELT ’S H YPO C R AC Y
To -add a f it t in g  touch of grim  

hum or to the ug ly p icture, all 
these incred ib le  th ings' were done 
am idst assurance th a t i t  was ‘fo r  
labor’s good.’ L ip  service was s t ill 
being paid in W ashington to col­
lective barga in ing in the m idst of 
the ru ins  of eve ry th ing  th a t has 
made collective ba ra in ing  a rea lity  
in  th is  country.

However, bad as is the sw ift 
pa tte rn  of ominous developments 
here fo r labor, there was one bea­
con lig h t  in a lig h tin g  statem ent 
from  CIO President P h ilip  M u r­
ray, who issued a call to action 
fo r a ll CIO unions to resist the 
m arch toward an Am erican labor
fro n t on the H it le r  model.•

W arn ing  th a t the fu tu re  ex is t­
ence of organized labor is at stake. 
M urray  exposed the ad m in is tra ­
tion-sponsored moves in Congress 
as aimed a t destruction o f labor 
unions. He singled out the com­
pulsory a rb itra tio n  rid e r to the 
W ar Departm ent appropria tion 
h ill and the Connally p lan t seizure 
b ill fo r  special condemnation.

The fo r th r ig h t M urray  state­
ment came as the one hearten ing 
development and gave courage to

labor’s ranks everywhere and to 
those men in Congress who s t i l l  
re ta in  some of the princ ip les of 
Am erican democracy.

W hat makes the s itua tion  espe­
c ia lly  grave ¡3 the unquestioned 
fact tha t none of these sweeping 
assaults on labor could have suc­
ceeded w ith o u t • ad m in is tra tion  
sanction. In  the House, fo r in ­
stance, libera ls  lifid  beat back sev­
eral v ic ious anti-labor amend­
ments and were about to defeat a 
series of Howard S m ith  (D., Va.,) 
s tra igh t-jacke ting  proposals, when 
M a jo rity  Leader John McCormack 
(D., Mass..) astounded thc 'H ouse 
by tak in g  the floo r to support a 
com pulsory , a rb itra tio n  amend­
ment.

A D M IN IS T R A T IO N ’S F A U L T
B ut fo r McCormack’s lasl-ip in- 

ute in te rven tion  there was -every 
prospect tha t not on ly the Starnes- 
Sm ith  amendments bu t also the 
Casp amendment would have been 
defeated. Instead the House adopt­
ed the Case amendment which 
outlaw s s trikes and establishes 
com pulsory a rb itra tio n  by the Na­
tiona l Defense M ediation Board. 
I t  does th is  by se tting  up a gov­
ernm ent b lack lis t against a ll 
workers who take pa rt Jn strikes 
o r aid on the p icket lin e  in  de­
fense plants. A ll th a t the Board 
has to do to make these penalties

effective is to declare tha t a s trike  
would impede defense production 
and i t  may do tha t -before m ak­
in g  any find ings as to  the ju s ­
tice  of the w orker's  grievances.

The companion proposal to th is  
was enacted in  the Senate when 
i t  adopted the Connally amend­
ment to the Selective Service Act 
which, in  t iie  words of President 
M urray, “ is  intended solely to in ­
jec t the governm ent in to  every in ­
du s tria l dispute, w ith  the threat 
th a t i f  the w orkers engage in  a 
s tr ik e  the p lan t w i l l  be seized by 
the government, the s tr ik e  broken 
and the r ig h ts  of the workers de­
stroyed. fo llow ing  w h ich  the plant 
would be re turned to the manage­
m ent.”  i

Tim s, these two amendments 
would make U n c le 'S a m  s trike  
breaker No. 1. It., is superfluous 
to add tha t they also wreck the 
N a tiona l Labor Relations Act. I f  
these amendments should f in a lly  
p revail and become law collective 
barga in ing would become as th in  
as soup boiled from  the ribs of a 
pigeon th a t had starved to death. 
I t  is ax iom atic  there can be no 
genuine collective barga in ing 
where the r ig h t  to s tr ik e  is de­
stroyed.

One other infam ous act of the 
week m ust be recorded to f i l l  in  
the p ic tu re  o f Congressional ax­
ing  of labor. The appropria tion

fo r W PA was slashed 35 per cent, 
w h ich  means the dropp ing of 700,- 
000 unemployed from  its  r  o,l 1 s . 
T h is  was on a d m in is tra tion  rec­
ommendation and over the p ro­
tests of m any dem ocratic house 
members.

D E N O U N C E S  H IL L M A N
Here again an ad m in is tra tion  

figure was tro tted  o u t  t o  ja m  
through the betrayal of the un­
employed. Sidney H illm a n , As­
sociate D irec to r of OPM, was 
quoted by House reactionaries as 
saying the jobless numbered on ly  
4,500,000 and tha t a fu r th e r  sharp 
drop is iu prospect. T h is  is in  
(he face o f a ll o ffic ia l and un­
o ffic ia l estimates in d ica ting  a t 
least 7,000,000 a r e  unemployed. 
The W PA its e lf told Congress 
there^ were 6,500,000 unemployed, 
but care fu l CIO figures show 9,- 
000,000 w ith o u t jobs.

These Congressional actions, 
plus the w ork-or-flgh t and A rm y  
s trike-b reak ing orders of the ad­
m in is tra tion , a ll add up to the most 
severe cris is  in  the h is to ry  of the 
modern Am erican labor move­
ment. Unless the events of th is  
te rr ib le  week can be reversed i t  
is clear th a t Am erican democracy 
w ill ^soon become j u s t  another 
museum piece to  be set o il a she lf 
aside the fo rm er democracies o f 
the Old W orld.
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■LABOR WITH A WHITE S K IN , 
CANNOT EMANCIPATE ITSEES* 
WHERE LABOR WITH A BLACK 
SKIN IS BRANDED” — KARL* 
MARX.

N e g r o  S t r u g g l e
By A L B E R T  P A R K E R

M any o f the same people who are today ask­
in g  Roosevelt to please, please, issue an executive 
order abolishing- rac ia l d isc rim in a tio n  in  a ll gov­
ernm enta l spheres! are the same people who were 
appealing to him only a few months ago to please, 
please, not appo in t Senator James F. Byrnes, 
South C aro lina Dem ocrat and open enemy o f the 
N egro  people, to  the Supreme C ourt. Please, 
please, doesn’t get very  fa r.

* * *

The Aviation Strike
J. H . K ind'elberger, president and general 

m anager o f N o rth  A m erican A v ia tion . Inc., who 
la s t week said o f the s tr ik e rs  in  his p lan t, “ I  
don’t  have to pay anym ore to  ray w orkers be­
cause m ost o f them  are young k ids  who spend 
th e ir  money on a f l iv v e r  and a ga l,”  is  the same 
man who recently  stated about the N o rth  Am e­
rican p la n t being b u ilt  in  Kansas C ity :

“ U nder no circum stances w ill Negroes be em­
ployed as a irc ra f t  w o rkers  o r mechanics” — and 
th a t they would be h ired  on ly  as ja n ito rs  “ rega rd ­
less o f th e ir  t ra in in g  as a irc ra f t  w orkers.”

T h is  is also the man o f whom  Secretary o f 
W ar S tim son declared las t week: “ There are not 
enough like  him . We dp n o t w a n t to- do in ju ry  
to  such a m an.”

There  were no Negroes employed by N o rth  
Am erican A v ia tio n  before the s trike , when K in - 
de lberger and the bosses were run n ing  the place. 
Now, when the governm ent’s a rm y is runn ing  it, 
the re  are s t i l l  no Negroes there and the re  is l i t t le  
like lihood  th a t Roosevelt’s a rm y w ill' pe rm it 
Negroes lo  get jobs there d u rin g  the period th a t 
they rem ain in  con tro l. I t  w o n t  be u n til the 
w orkers themselves con tro l the p lants th rough 
dem ocra tica lly  elected com m ittees from  the ranks 
o f labor th a t Negroes w i l l  be able to secure em­
ploym ent in  in du s try  on a t ru ly  equal basis!

*  *  *

In  la s t week’s P ittsb u rg h  Courier, co lum n ist 
M a rjo r ie  M cKenzie com plains th a t the present 
A d m in is tra tio n  has sidestepped the question o f 
the Negro, and “ we have been beguiled by some 
b e a u tifu l words and phrases”  fro m  Roosevelt. 
She also po in ts  ou t th a t under his present 
“ em ergency”  powers Roosevelt could issue an 
executive o rder bann ing d isc rim ina tion .

Then fo llo w  m any sentences such as these: 
“ O ur P resident is a m an in whom the im ag ina­
tion  leaps and dares beyond the puny dreams o f 
those who fo llo w  his s tar. There is a course open 
to h im  as the  Defender o f Dem ocracy which 
would com m it h im  sa fe ly  to  the im m o rta l com­
pany o f men lik e  Je ffe rson and L inco ln  . . .  W h a t 
surg ing, th r i l l in g  fee lin g  would come to  his he a rt 
and m ind, should he pause to rea lize -,tha t,,w ith  a 
simple, everyday gesture lik e  s ig h in g  an execu­
tive  order, he could free  th irtee n  m illio n  Am e­
rican men and women fro m  slavery. L inco ln  freed 
on ly  three and a h a lf  m i l l io n ! . . . ”  etc. etc.

E v id en tly  M iss M cKenzie th in ks  th a t she can 
“ beguile”  Roosevelt “ by some b e a u tifu l words 
and phrases.”

W illiam  Pickens on His New Job
W illia m  Pickens is on the jo b ! He is determ ­

ined to keep th a t $500 a m onth job  he has w ith  
the J re a s u ry  D epartm ent se lling  “ Defense' 
Bonds”  to  Negroes. F rom  his f irs t  broadside, one 
would th in k  th a t he has now solved a ll the prob­
lems o f the N egro people. F o r he promises them  
eve ry th in g— i f  on ly  the y  w i l l  buy his bonds.

W hy, i f  they spend the few  do lla rs J im  Crow 
pe rm its  them to  get, they w i l l  no t on ly  oat th e ir  
cake, b u t they can have i t  too, he, promises.

“ Say, you are o f sm all means, and you w ant 
to buy a $25 Bond. You have not the $25 to spare, 
you on ly  earn $25 in a th ird  o f a m onth o r h a lf 
a m onth. B u t, you can always spare a dime, m ay­
be a quarte r. T here fo re  you begin by Saving 
Stamps fo r  10c o r 25c. W hen you have bought 
enough to to ta l $18.75, you buy a U.S. Govern­
m ent secu rity  w o rth  $25 in  a few  years— and 
you don’t  have to keep i t  any longer than 60 
days, in case you come to need the money badly. 
B u t every year you keep th a t $18.75 investm ent, 
the b igg e r i t  becomes.”

Thus, here is the economic answer to  the 
Negroes. W hy ge t a ll excited about jobs and 
equa lity  in in du s try?  W hy hold p icket-lines and 
dem onstrations aga inst J im  C row ism ? Just buy 
Pickens’ “ defense bonds,”  and live  o f f  the fa t  o f 
the  land.

Pickens goes on: “ A nd th a t is no t a l l:  You 
are he lp ing  to defend you r money and you r 
O TH E R  prope rty , and a ll you r precious lib e r­
ties, when you p u t th a t money in to  the U . S. 
T reasury. You, as a colored citizen, s tr ik e  a blow 
a t H it le r ,  who says th a t you are bu t a h a lf  a p e .. .  
You would be he lp ing to g ive M usso lin i the fina l 
k ick  ou t o f E th iop ia , and to restore th a t coun try  
to  its  own black people. You would be s treng then­
in g  the position o f you r race in A m erican c itizen­
ship . . . ”

G iv ing  money to the J im  C row  governm ent 
th a t trea ts  you as though you are a ha lf-ape, is 
th a t f ig h tin g  H it le r?  F ig h t M usso lin i by g iv in g  
money to a J im  Crow governm ent th a t sup­
presses the Am erican Negroes? S trengthen, the 
position o f you r race in  A m erican citizensh ip by 
suppo rting  the bosses’ governm ent th a t trea ts  
you as a second-class c itizen ? Pickens knows bet­
ter. B u t th a t ’s his job.

*  *  *

Dean Gordon Hancock, au tho r o f the column 
Between The Lines in  the Chicago Sunday Bee, 
has a fa c u lty  fo r  s tanding th in gs  on th e ir  head. 
In  one o f his la tes t ou tbursts, he says:

“ H it le r  has already served notice to  the w orld  
w ha t the Negro need expect. In  the persecution 
o f the Jews the N egro has been given a pa tte rn  
o f his estate under H itle r is m .”

R n t H it le r  on ly applied to the Jews o f Europe 
the trea tm e n t he observed applied in th is  democ­
racy to  the several m illio n  Negroes in  the South.

Judge Jim Crow On The Bench
Byrnes, FDR’s Supreme Court Choice, Hates Negroes And Labor

Senator James F. Byrnes, poll-tax Democrat of South Caro-®
I in:; and Roosevelt's majority floor leader in the Senate, was 
named as an associate justice t-p the Supreme Court on June 12.
! he appointment of Byrnes marks one further move lo the right 
by Roosevelt as he gears his administration to the needs of his 
totalitarian war machine.

Anticipating strong pressure from the Negro people and 
white progressives against Byrnes’ appointment, the Senate aeted: 
in unholy haste to confirm the appointment.

□even minutes after word arrived in the Senate that Byrnes 
had been named, and even before Vice President Wallace had
put the nom ination fo rm a lly  be-1®--------------------------------------------------------
fore the Senate, Senator Cartel- 
Glass, o f V irg in ia , offered the mo­
tion  to confirm  the nom ination.
T ile  m otion was approved unan-Inv 
ously, despite the Senate’s own 
ru lin g  never to confirm  an ap­
po in tm ent to the Supreme Court 
bench w ith o u t a hearing. Such a 
hearing m ight b rin g  out too many 
dam ning facts about Byrnes.

B Y R N E ’S L A S T  ACTS
Sym bolic of Byrnes’ whole pol­

it ic a l career as a Negro-hater and 
arch-enemy of labor were two of 
bis last acts as Senator.

He in troduced a measure fo r a 
governm ent g ra n t of $1,284,000 for 
im provem ents in  Charleston. 
South Carolina, w.hich would com­
plete ly exclude Negroes, who, 
form  the largest bu lk  of the needy 
population of tha t c ity , from  any 
benefits.

Just one day before h is appoint 
ment, Byrnes forced a recess of 
the Senate when Senator LaFol- 
le tte  in form ed the Senate tha t be 
would in troduce a m otion piacine 
the Senate on record as favo ring  
whole-hearted recognition of col 
lective ba rga in ing rig h ts  and the 
r ig h t o f the workers to deal w ith  
the employers through represent­
atives of th e ir  own choosing as 
the best means o f preventing 
strikes.

BAC KS S T R IK E B R E A K IN G
La F o lle tte ’s proposal had B y r­

nes and his associates in  conster­
nation. They were a ttem p ting  to. 
rush th rough the s trikeb reak ing  
Connelly amendment to the Selec­
tive  Service Act, empowering the 
President to break s trikes  in  war 
industries by commandeering 
plapts w ith  the use o f the army. 
Senator H a rry  Byrd. V irg in ia  De­
mocrat, had introduced a r id e r lo 
the Connelly measure condemning 
s trikes in  the w ar industries.. 
Byrnes was p a rtic u la r ly  anx'.oug 
to have th is  r id e r passed. LaF o l­
le tte ’s i t  was feared, would in i­
tia te  lengthy debate and block 
speedy enactment of the s tr ik e ­
breaking amendments.

A lll three measures were passed 
on June 13. Byrnes did h is usual 
job of "horse-trad ing”  in the Sen­
ate corrido rs  and cloak rooms. 
Byrnes gave lip-service to the La- 
Fo lle tte  "co llective  ba rga in ing”  
reso lution in  re tu rn  fo r  no active 
opposition on the an ti-s trike  meas­
ures. The effect of the LaFo ile tte

m otion was termed “ purely psy­
chologica l."

“ S L Y ” , “ S H R E W D ”  BY R N E S
The press descrip tion of Byrnes 

are exceptionally revealing. Chief 
adjectives employed are “ shrewd” , 
“ n im hle -w itted” , “ s ly ” , “ able” , etc.
No one, not even his closest asso­
ciates, lias ever used the terms 
“ honest” , "progressive”  o r “ broad­
m inded" about Byrnes.

The New Y ork Times, June 13? 
says of Byrnes’ ta lents and ac tiv ­
itie s :

“ President Roosevelt leaned j back against 
heavily  on Senator Byrnes in  h is ' pressors.

"ca re fu lly  selected class’’ of im m i­
grants w h ich  had been brought to 
Charleston to w ork  in  the cotton 
m ills  and on the p lanta tions of 
the “ Swanvp State”  had found con­
d itions of life  and labor so unat­
trac tive  th a t they had a ll decamp­
ed to better environm ents a fte r a 
few years.

In  a ttack ing  the foreign-born 
workers, Byrnes linked his attack 
w ith  his most vicious phobia, h a il­
ed o f the Negroes. He declaredr

"They (foreign-born workers) 
have no capacity : far assim ila tion 
With our w hite people. They musi 
have some society, and we feai 
they would tu rn  to the Negrc 
race, m ingle w ith  them, and so ag­
gravate our race problem as tc 
make i t  hopeless.”

F E A R E D  LA B O R  U N IT Y
Here was expressed the ru lin g  

Glass tear th a t w h ite  and black 
workers m ig h t un ite  and fight 

th e ir  common op-

dealings w ith  Congress. Whenever 
there was a d iff ic u lt  job to be 
done fo r  the President, ‘J im m ie ’ 
Byrnes usually received the as­
signment. He seldom made a long 
speech. H is  w ork was done fo r the 
most p a rt in  the cloak-rooms by 
persuasive argum ent, leaving the 
o ra to ry  to others. When he did 
speak, i t  usually was to block 
some unwanted amendment o r to 
untangle s o m e  pa rliam en ta ry  
snarl.”

Byrnes was a “ fixer,”  a master 
o f behind-the-scenes “ deals,”  a 
t r ic k y  conniver of pa rliam en ta ry  
stratagems. H is  record of unre­
generate reaction does not weigh 
in  the scales against Roosevelt's 
va lua tion  o f-h im  fo r h is a b ility  at 
po litica l s le igh t o f hand.

There have been occasions, how­
ever, when Byrnes lias been r ip ­
ped loose from  his usual ta c itu rn ­
ity  in  public debate. On these oc­
casions, Byrnes has been excep­
tio n a lly  loud, v io len t and verbose. 
Those were the tim es when Byrnes 
has feared enactment of legis­
la tion  favorable to the in terests 
o f Negroes, and other m in o rity  
groups, and labor.

A T T A C K E D  F O R E IG N -B O R N
Byrnes began his Congressional 

career, before the last war, by an 
onslaught against foreign-born 
workers and im m ig ran t labor. Oar 
January 31, 1914, Byrnes, a des- 
eendent o f an impoverished Ir ish  
fam ily  which had sought haven in  
th is  cou n try  d u rin g  the potato 
fam ine of 1840, rose to the heights 
o f o ra to ry  on the floo r of the 
House of Representatives in  sland 
e ring  the 10,000,000 European im 
m ig rants who had settled in th is  
coun try  between 1905 and 1914.

The occasion fo r th is  v it r io lic  
tirade  was the fact tha t 450 of a

Trotskyist Interned 
In South Africa

LONDON, May 5 (By M a il)— From South Africa comes 
the news that Max Gordon, an active Trotskyist of Johnnesburg, 
and Louis Jcffe, anti-Nazi militant, have been interned by the 
Smuts Government which is backing British Imperialism in its 
fight to make the world safe for ‘‘democracy.”

They are accused of being members of the Communist Party 
— which is, incidentally, not an illegal organization— and that 
they are, or have been, engaged in Trade Union work among 
(colored) Africans.

Max Gordon is accused of having organized a laundry
w o rke rs ’ s tr ik e  in- 1936, w h ich® --------------------------------------------------
“ caused a lo t o f troub le .”  He is | which is now being used by the 
fu r th e r  accused o f ap p ro p ria tin g  1 South A fr ic a n  G overnm ent to
trade un ion funds, a . s tatem ent 
which has been pos itive ly  con­
troverted . Even i f  i t  were true ,, 
however, i t  should fo rm  the basis 
fo r  a c rim in a l action b u t no t fo r  
in te rnm ent.

Comrade Gordon jo ined the 
T ro ts k y is t movem ent in  1932, 
when he assisted in  the fo rm a ­
tion  o f the M a rx is t E ducationa l 
League, the In te rn a tio n a l Social­
is t  C lub and the Len in  C lub in  
Cape Town. He was a fte rw a rds  
associated w ith  the Com m unist 
League o f South A fr ic a  (T ro t­
sky is t)  and w ith  the Group fo r  
the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l (Johan­
nesburg).

O P "  A N IZ IN G  A N D  R E A C H IN G  
j  NEGROES IS  A  “ C R IM E ”

In  1936, Comrade Gordon o r- 
| ganized the Com m ercial E m ploy- 
lees U n ion o f the W itw a te rs rand .
! He then turned his a tte n tio n  to- 
( the A fr ic a n  L a un d ry  W orkers  
| (whose union had p rev ious ly  been 
shattered by the S ta lin is ts ) and 
he led them  in  a s tr ik e  w h ich  was 
notable fo r  its  m ilita n c y  and the 
d isc ip line  o f its  members. I t  is 
his ac tiv itie s  d u rin g  th is  period, 
together w ith  a fram e-up  charge 
o f a p p ro p ria tin g  un ion funds,

keep h im  fro m  active p a rtic ip a  
tion  in the labor movem ent fo r  
the du ra tion  o f the w ar.

The fa c t th a t educational and 
M a rx is t classes fo r  A fr ic a n s  
were conducted on the premises 
o f Jhe trade  union o f which he 
w as secre tary is another charge 
aga inst Gordon. These classes 
had been carried on fo r  tw o 
years w ith  the knowledge o f 
the N a tiv q  A f fa irs  D e pa rt­
ment. In  any case, there  is 
no th in g  in  South A fr ic a n  Law  
p ro h ib it in g  the ho ld ing o f such 
classes.

Louis J o ffe  is accused o f ed it­
ing the S ta lin is t weekly, “ Urn 
sebenzi” , which ceased publica­
tion  three years ago. He was a 
w e ll-know n an ti-F a sc is t m il ita n t  
and represented South A fr ic a  a t 
the In te rn a tio n a l Y ou th  Conven­
tion  in New Y o rk  tw o  years ago

A ll  w o rk in g  class organ izations 
should p ro tes t aga inst the un 
ju s tified  in te rnm en t o f M ax G or­
don and Louis Jo ffe , and demand 
th a t the Smuts Governm ent re­
lease them  im m edia te ly.

Send pro tests to :
M in is te r P le n ipo ten tia ry  fo r  

the U n ion o f South A fr ic a , 
W ashington, D. C.

As Louis L . Redding w rites  in 
his artic le , “ Byrnes of South 
Carolina,”  in  the Negro m onth ly 
magazine, The Crisis  (A p ril, 
194X)>:

"C e rta in ly  i t  cou ld not be said 
th a t J im m y Byrnes had not asst 
m ila ted  the basic po licy of the 
ru l in g  class in  the state his im ­
m ig ran t forebears had adopted: 
N o th in g  m ust be allowed to spoil 
ou r Negroes: our sem i-literate 
w h ite  labor supply must be kept 
cheap, contented and docile."

A N T I-N E G R O  P H O B IA
Byrnes, throughout his long leg­

is la tive  career, has never yielded 
once from  the position toward the 
oppressed Negro people tha t he ex­
pressed in a Congressional Speech 
on August 25, 1919:

“ I f  the two races are to liv e  to­
gether in  th is  country, i t  may as 
well be understood tha t the W ar 
has in  no way changed the a t t i­
tude o f the w h ite  man toward the 
social and po litica l equa lity  of the 
Negro. I f ,  as a resu lt of his exper­
iences in  the W ar, he does not 
care to live  in  th is  land w ithout 
po litica l and social equality, then 
he can depart fo r ¿Viy coun try  lie 
wishes, and his departure w il l  be 
fac ilita ted  by the w h ite  people of 
th is  country who desire no dis 
tv.rb ing factor in  th e ir  m idst.”

A lm ost 20 years la ter, in  Jan­
uary, 1938, du ring  a filibus te r 
against the an ti-lynch ing  h ill 
Byrnes worked h im self in to  a 
frenzy against the passage o f the 
b ill.

F O U G H T  A N T I-L Y N C H  B IL L
The en tire  speech is larded 

through w ith  those base slanders 
against the Negro people w h ich  
every lynch mob employs to jus­
t i f y  its  m urderous lu s t against 
Negroes; lynch ing  is caused by 
the “ crim e o f rape which deth­
rones the reason of man,”  and 
lynchings could not be ended by 
law but by Negro publications 
crea ting  “ a sentim ent among the li 
own people against the crim e of 
rape.”

So fra n tic  d id  Byrnes become at 
the thought th a t the an ti-lynch­
ing  b ill m igh t pass, tha t he ended 
up w ith  the c ry :

The Negro has not on ly come 
in to  the Dem ocratic P arty, but the 
Negro has come in to  con tro l of 
the Democratic P a rty .”

Eager to prove th a t the Negro 
had not come in to  contro l of the 
Dem ocratic P arty, Byrnes' senat­
o r ia l colleagues buried the a n ti­
lynch ing  b ill.  *

D U R IN G  L A S T  W A R
When the D ra ft A c t o f 1940 was 

being debated, Byrnes used al-1 his- 
influence to effect its  passage, a l­
though i t  included a clause form  
a lly  s ta tin g  “ there sha ll be no d is­
c r im in a tio n  against any person 
on account of race o r color.”  
Byrnes knew the clause meant 
nothing, tha t i t  was ju s t a hol­
low mockery. B ut he had not a l­
ways understood this.

Byrnes b itte r ly  opposed the 
conscrip tion law  of 1917 — not 
because of pacifism or fear tha t it 
v io lated democratic princ ip les — 
but, as he stated, because:

“ Under the W ar Departm ent’s 
conscrip tion b il l they would have 
the r ig h t  to assign a (w h ite ) boj 
from  South Carolina to serve in 
Company ‘A ’ , Regim ent ‘B ’ , by fhe

of c iv il w ar i f  Negroes were ac­
corded equal r ig h ts  w ith  whites 
in the arm y tha t was to figh t for 
“ democracy.”

On another occasion, Byrnes 
was moved to assert, “  . . . There 
are in  th is  coun try  90,000,.000 
w h ite  people determ ined not to ex­
tend po litica l and social equa lity 
to the 10,000,000 Negroes.”

FO R  P O L L -T A X  ‘D E M O C R A C Y ’
W hether there are tha t many 

w h ites actua lly  opposed to equal 
r ig h ts  fo r Negroes, Byrnes would 
never rea lly  know. A t least in  his 
own state, South Carolina, the 
poor w h ites as w e ll as the 
Negroes have never express­
ed themselves o n  t h i s  o r  
any o ther subject. In  1940. .the 
po ll tax  prevented a ll hut 5J2 per 
cent o f the voting-age population 
of South Carolina .from vo ting  in 
the pres identia l election.

Byrnes always knew how to 
play both sides of the fence, when­
ever po litica l expediency demand­
ed it .  Thus, d u rin g  the hey-day 
of the New Deal, he qu ick ly  put 
on the lib e ra l garb of the Roos­
evelt regime. In  1935, he made 
speeches in  w h ich he inveighed; 
against "sweat shops,”  “ ch ild  la ­
bor” , etc., Byrnes had h im self help­
ed to  b lock .the passage o f a fed­
era l ch ild  labor lawr by an appeal 
to “ states r ig h ts .”

F IG H T S  W A G E -H O U R  B IL L
But, in  the summer of 1937, 

when the Wage and Houv b i l l  was 
introduced in  the Senate, Byrnes’ 
" lib e ra lis m ”  disappeared in  ac­
cordance w ith  the needs of the 
labor-sweating te x tile  m anufac­
tu re rs  of the South. Byrnes fought 
the Wage and H our b i ll w ith  ex­
ceptional bitterness, a rgu ing tha t 
i t  was h a rm fu l to “ sm all indus;- 
tr ie s ”  and the “ l i t t le  man.”  He 
d id  not state whether the " l ir t ie  
men”  included those slaves of the 
cotton m il l owners o f South Caro­
lina  who were m aking ten cents 
an hour w o rk in g  12 hours a day.

D u rin g  th is  same summer, the 
CIO, emboldened by its  successful 
s trikes in  N orthern  industries, be­
gan an intensified drive  to organ­
ize the Southern tex tile  workers.

Byrnes', anxious to secure legis­
la tion  w h ich  could be employed 
to block the CIO te x tile  drive, sud­
denly introduced a r id e r to bar 
's it-dow n”  s trikes in- a ll industries 

on the second G uffey coal b ill.  
T h is  r id e r was com pletely unre­
lated to the Guffey b ill o r its  is­
sues, and was voted down.

L ik e  h is v iru le n t anti-Negro, 
an ti-m ino ritie s  and anti-labor 
hatreds, Byrnes has fought a ll 
measures to safeguard c iv i l l ib ­
erties in  general.

H A T E S  C IV IL  L IB E R T IE S
A  year a fte r the last war, Byrnes 

attem pted to get the A tto rney 
General to prosecute Negro edi­
tors of the Crisis  and Messenger 
under the espionage act. So base­
less were Byrnes’ charges, tha t

the A tto rney  General, a ra n k  re­
actionary h im self, could find  no 
legal basis fo r the action.

In  1939, 20 years la ter. Byrnes 
introduced a Senate reso lu tion to 
halve the appropria tions fo r  the 
LaF o lle tte  C iv il L ibe rties  Com­
m ittee.

P O L IT IC A L  C A R E E R IS T
Byrnes is a p o lit ic a l careerist of 

the rankest sort. Coming him self 
from  antecedents which the South 
ern Bourbon class would term  
“ shanty Ir is h ,”  Byrnes has sought 
to pass h im se lf o ff as one of the 
true  sons of the Southern "a r is ­
tocracy.”

H e  a ffec ts  the “ c o u rtly ”  m an­
ners, mode of conduct and address 
tha t is considered to be in the 
Southern “ cava lie r”  tra d itio n  - -  
except, o f course, when lie speaks 
of Negroes, foreigners and union 
labor.

A n  example of the c-xtent to 
w h ich Byrnes was w ill in g  to go 
to advance his career was his 
qu ick  abandonment of the Cath­
o lic  veli-gion, in  which he had been 
brought up. As soon as he entered 
po litics, the form er a lta r boy quit 
tire fa ith  o f his fathers. Catholics 
are held next to Negroes by the 
Southern Bourbons. B y rres  jo in ­
ed a more "respectable”  church, 
and i t  is the  m ark o f h is anir.f- 
iion  th a t he elected to jo in  the 
Episcopal — the "H ig h  Church.”  
W H Y  R O O S E V E LT L IK E S  H IM

T his  is  the bigoted, igno rant 
and v ic ious ly  reactionary man 
whom Roosevelt and the Senate 
have placed on the Supreme Court 
bench to in te rpre t “ Im p a rtia lly ”  
the C onstitu tion , the BUI of 
R ights and the 14th and 15th 
Amendments.

Byrnes opposed much of Roos­
evelt’s New Deal- leg is la tion  on 
domestic polici«-« But th a t is not 
\vl.,,t. has guided Roosevelt’s choice 
r '  h int no.v fo r the Supreme 
Court.

Byrnes has been Roosevelt’s 
r ig h t  hand m an in p u ttin g  over 
Roosevelt’s p r im a ry  p rogram  —  
his fo re ign  po licy.

The New York. Times, June 13, 
states:

"Mr-. Byrnes, gave the President 
great assistance in  the drives fo r 
the reorganiza tion o f the govern­
ment departments, rev is ion of the 
n e u tra lity  law, selective service, 
a id  to B r ita in  . . .

"H e  is believed to have been 
the President’s choice fo r a jus­
ticesh ip ever since the re tirem en t 
of Justice Mc.Reynolds. The P resi­
dent’s desire to have M r. Byrnes 
stay in  the Senate u n t il a fte r the 
passage of such im portan t legisla­
tio n  as the lease-lend h il l is said 
to have been a ll tha t delayed his 
appointm ent.”

The character o f Roosevelt’s 
w ar fo r “ democracy” ' is m easure  
in  pa rt by the character of the 
man, Byrnes, whom Roosevelt has 
placed upon the highest cou rt in  
the land.

Social Workers Picture 
State Of The Nation

Here is  a  p ic tu re  o f American 
democracy a t w ork. I t  was drawn 
recently, a t A t la n t ic  C ity , by 
the annual N a tiona l Conference 
o f Social W ork, a jo in t  convention 
of social w o rkers ’ organizations 
dedicated to the “ Am erican way 
of life ,”  and th is  year advocating 
"a ll out aid to B r ita in ."

HO USING :
1. Few provisions have been 

made fo r low-income groups.
2. Housing shortage is  worse 

than at the close of the last W orld 
W ar.

3. Tw enty per cent of Am erica’s 
homes are un fit to live  in.

4. The high, ra tio  o f com m uni­
cable digestive diseases is due to 
lack of adequate san ita ry  fa c il i­
ties.

5. P ro fiitee ring  on .re n ts  is 
“ ram pant.”

UN EM PLO YM ENT :
1. The re lie f s itua tion  is "in. 

chaos.”
2. 3,500,000 people are " in  

need.”
3. Roosevelt’s request fo r WPA 

appropria tion  of $875,000,000 fo r 
1941-42 is “ c rue lly  inadequate.”

2. “ There are fou r m illio n  man 
days los t to in d u s try  each year 
due to illness. 10% of th is  is due 
to in d u s tr ia l illness, leaving the 
ap pa illing  to ta l of 360 m illio n  
man days lost through non-indus-? 
t r ia l illness. S trikes cause on ly 
two hours per man year of lost 
tim e, w h ile  illness causes e igh t.’ 
3.400.000 w orkers are m aimed an­
nua lly .

4. There is inadequate nurs ing 
and m edical care o f pregnant won» 
en; inadequate care of in fa n ts  
and insu ffic ien t a tten tion  given to 
th e ir  remediable physical defects; 
g row ing ch ild ren  rece iv ing insu f 
fic ien t pro tective foods; and edu­
cational opportun ities are too lim ­
ited  to “ meet the needs of democ­
racy.”

Madame Perkins, Secretary of 
Labor, appeared before the Con 
ference and flayed "irresponsib le  
trade unions”  th a t are s tr ik in g  
fo r  -higher wages in  “ th is  period 
of na tional c ris is .”  The Confer 
ence then adjourned.

side o f a Negro from  Indiana. U  n  wl11 Provide fo r on ly one fifth
they d id  th is  they would not have 
to go to Europe fo r  w ar. I t  is true 
th a t the Secretary of W ar states 
th a t in  the past they have endeav 
ored to segregate the races, apd

of the needy.
4. Unem ploym ent insurance is  

to ta lly  insu ffic ien t fo r the basic 
fa m ily  requirem ents.

5. No a ttem pt has been made to
he states he presumes that in the rehab ilita te  the 4,000,000 physic 
fu tu re  i t  w i l l  be done, bu t yet a ,ly  handicapped, 
there is in  the b il l no th ing tha t , H E A L T H :
would present it . ”  I 1. 40% o f those on W P A 'a re  in

Byrnes made, in  effect, a th re a t 'p o o r physical condition.
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W ar Department 
Holds Lid Down 
O n House Inquiry

Now and again an unsavory stench, manages 
to  seep ou t fro m  the hearings o f the House Com­
m ittee  In v e s tig a tin g  W a r D epartm ent Construc­
tion .

L a s t week the hearings uncovered a fu r th e r  
sample o f the a ll-o u t th ie ve ry  ta k in g  place in  
connection w ith  governm ent contracts fo r  can­
tonm ent and o ther construction  w ork .

The governm ent shelled ou t over $1,000,000 
ju s t fo r  the a rch itec tu ra l and engineering costs 
o f two Louis iana cantonm ents, Cam {is L iv in g to n  
and Polk. In  addition, W illia m  L. Benham, head 
Of the a rch itec t-eng inee ring  firm  which handled 
the jobs, rake d  in  a f la t  $70,000 1'ee fo r  h im se lf. 
The m illio n  do lla rs w o rth  o f vouchers which Ben­
ham turned over to  the governm ent represented 
“ costs” , such as the salariés o f assistants, etc.

A ltho ug h  Benham was h ired as a c iv ilia n , he 
is ac tu a lly  a colonel in  the active reserves, and 
was fo rm e rly  a h igh  W P A  o ffic ia l in  Oklahoma.

The m ost devasta ting  fa c t w h ich leaked o u t 
o f the hearings was th a t the  Benham E ng ineer­
in g  Company was not even a “ fu l l  go ing  o rgan ­
iza tio n ”  when i t  was handed the f irs t  o f these 
jobs. The w o rk  o f Benham and his h igh-priced 
agents, i t  was fu r th e r  revealed, was the type 
which was being done .e ffic ie n tly  on o ther can­
tonm ent jobs by men g e ttin g  $260 a m onth.

B it  by b it, the  fac ts  about the cantonm ent 
construction  l'acke teering  are beg inn ing to  p ile  
up. W hen the lid  re a lly  blows o ff,  i t  w i l l  make 
the scandals o f the la s t w a r look lik e  so much 
fish-w ives’ gossip.

W ar, I t ’s W o n d e rfu l!-

L a s t F e b ru a ry  the  House M il i ta r y  A f fa ir s  
Com m ittee was apprised o f the fa c t th a t costs 
fo r  housing construction  fo r  troops, on the basis 
o f ex is ting  contracts, was ave rag ing  $500 per 
soldier, and as h igh  as $900 and $1,000 in  tw o  
o f the la rges t a rm y  camps. D u rin g  the la s t w a r 
when the un lim ite d  p ro fite e rin g  on governm ent 
construction f in a lly  wound up in  an expose th a t 
shocked the nation , the  average costs were on ly  
$250 per soldier.

I t  was also revealed a t the e a rlie r hearings 
in  F eb ru a ry  th a t tw o  ou t o f the three members 
o f the governm ent adv iso ry  com m ittee a id in g  the 
Q uarterm asters Corps in  ass ign ing contracts 
were d ire c tly  associated w ith  f irm s  w h ich—  
s trang e ly— had secured la rge  contracts.

B u t the prize  com m entary on the  whole sm elly  
mess was the action o f the W a r D epartm ent in  
p u ttin g  toe .heat on to  g e t the House la s t week 
to vote down the E frg le  am endm ent to the m il i­
ta ry  approp ria tions  b ill.  T h is  am endm ent would 
have forced the discontinuance o f the aw ard ing  
o f cost-p lus-fixed fee contracts w hereby con­
tra c to rs  have been do ing  construction  jobs fo r  
the governm ent a t tw ice  the cost under com­
p e titiv e  b idd ing.

A m ong the fac ts  disclosed by  Congressmen 
Engle, who in troduced the amendment, was th a t 
a t Camp D ix . on a com petitive  bid job, i t  cost 
$9,800 to  construct a barracks, w h ile  an iden tica l 
barracks constructed a t F o r t  Meade, under a 
fixed-fee con tract, cost $17,364. Engles fu r th e r  
reported th a t wages on the F o r t  D ix  jo b  were 
h ighe r than those a t F o r t  Meade and o the r costs 
were equal. T h is  knocks the  props fro m  under 
the a rgum ent th a t labo r costs have been respons­
ib le fo r  the e x o rb ita n t costs o f cantonm ent con­
s truc tion .

The W a r D epartm ent had o r ig in a lly  u rged 
the costlie r fixed-fee fo rm  o f con trac t on the  basis 
th a t speed was essentia l and com petitive  b idd ing  
was too slow. T h a t a rgum ent can scarcely app ly  
now, as conditions p e rm it fu r th e r  housing p lan­
n ing  w e ll in  advance o f actua l need.

Engle in troduced the f ir s t  d ra ft  o f h is  amend­
m ent F r id a y  tw o weeks ago. I t  was te n ta tiv e ly  
approved by a standing vote.

T he  W ar D e p a rtm e n t Steps In

Then the W a r D epartm ent go t busy over the- 
week-end. A  de legation sponsored by  the De­
pa rtm e n t v is ited  Speaker R ayburn. The M il ita ry  
A f fa irs  Com m ittee g o t a s trong  le tte r  fro m  Gen­
era l Somervell,, who is in  charge o f construction ' 
fo r  the D epartm ent. U nder-S ecre tary o f W a r P a t­
terson addressed a s im ila r  le tte r  to  M a jo r ity  
leader M cCormaçk.

P atterson ’s le tte r, read to  the House, d id  the 
tr ic k . I t  stated th a t i f  the E ng le  amendment 
passed “ the e ffe c t on the A ir  Corps P rogram , 
w ith  its  g re a tly  expanded plans, would be d is­
astrous.^’ The am endm ent was voted down 'by  the 
na rrow  m arg in  o f 179 to  175.

The jo k e r in  P a tte rson ’s a rgum ent is th a t the 
contracts fo r  new plane p lan ts are a lready le t;  
and. besides, no t the governm ent, b u t the  a ir ­
c ra f t  corpora tions le t  these con tracts !

The rea l reason w h y  the W a r D epartm ent 
p re fe rs  the .cost-plus, fixed-fee fo rm  o f con tract 
is because i t  enablès the governm ent o ffic ia ls  to 
g ive contracts to  whom ever they  please. A nd  
there  is l i t t le  doubt bu t th a t construction  con­
tra c to rs  are no t u n w illin g  to  le t  some o f the 
g ra vy  d ribb le  back in  o rder to  g e t these lush 
contracts. I f  o u tr ig h t g r a f t  does no t operate in  
th is  connection, there is always thé angle o f f ix ­
in g  up a fr ie n d  o r p o lit ic a l associate. Favors, as 
th e  saying goes, have a w ay o f rep ay ing  them ­
selves.

Here is an angle th a t we can con fidently  pre­
d ic t would b r in g  fo r th  fac ts  o f considerable pub­
lic  in te res t i f  i t  were p ro p e rly  investiga ted . B u t 
we can also con fiden tly  p red ic t th a t the  House 
M il ita ry  A f fa ir s  Com m ittee w i l l  never push an 
in ves tig a tion  so close to  th a t sacred cow, the W a r 
D epartm ent.
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b y  the  gove rn m e n t, b u t u n d e r c o n tro l 
o f  the  tra de  u n ion s . S pecia l o ff ic e rs ’ 
t ra in in g  cam ps, financed  b y  the  gov­
e rn m e n t b u t c o n tro lle d  by  the  trade  
u n io n s , to  t ra in  w o rke rs  to  becom e 
o ffic e rs .

2 . T ra d e  u n io n  wages f o r  a ll w o rke rs  
d ra fte d  in to  the  a rm y .

3 . F u l l  e q u a lity  f o r  Negroes in  the  a rm ed 
fo rces  and the  w a r in d u s tr ie s — D ow n  
w ith  J im  C row ism  everyw here .

4 . A  peop les’ re fe re n d u m  on  any and a ll 
wars.

5 . C on fisca tion  o f  a ll w a r p ro fits .  E x p ro ­
p r ia t io n  o f  a ll w a r in d u s tr ie s  and th e ir  
o p e ra tio n  u n d e r w o rk e rs ’ c o n tro l.

6 . F o r  a r is in g  scale o f  wages to  m eet the  
r is in g  cost o f  l iv in g .

7 . W o rk e rs  D efense G uards against v ig ­
ila n te  and fasc is t a ttacks.

8 . A n  Ind e p e n d e n t L a b o r P a rty  based on 
the  T ra d e  U n ions.

9 . A  W o rk e rs ’ and F a rm ers ’ G ove rn ­
m en t.

W hy Tobin
i

And Roosevelt 
Are Fighting Local 544

It- is illuminating to examine the nature of the 
Opposition to the Minneapolis General Drivers 
Union Local 544 upon the union’s decision to affil­
iate to the CIO. A person may often be judged by 
the enemies he makes. Certainly one can judge 
the character of Local 544 by the character of its 
opponents.

First, Daniel J. 'Tobin. What does he repre­
sent? He is a senile representative of business 
up ion ism. The organizing of workers is to him 
primarily a business proposition calculated to,serve 
his personal interests and the interests of the bureau­
crats on his payroll. The benefits accruing to the 
workers from unionism are but incidental to 
Tobin’s purpose. Toward the capitalists he has the 
servile attitude of a smaller-scale businessman 
toward the financial giants. The idea of pitting the 
working class against the capitalist class for broad 
economic and social objectives is as abhorrent to 
him as to any capitalist. He is ferocious only 
against class-conscious workers and militant local 
unions—-he did his best to destroy Local 544 dur­
ing the great strikes of 1934 which built the union, 
denouncing its leadership as “ reds” in the midst 
of the strike. He closes his eyes to the racketeering 
which infests so many of his locals as a natural 
fruit of class-collaboration business unionism.

When Local 544 was victorious in 1934 despite 
Tobin, he expelled the local from the International 
shortly afterward. He spent enormous sums, using 
thugs in his attempt to crush the expelled local 
and replace it with one controlled by him. He 
failed. Then came the rise of the C IO  tendency in 
the AFL, striking fear into the Tobins. This fact 
and other circumstances compelled Tobin to re­
adm it-544 into the International. Against Tobin’s 
craft-minded hostilityvand suspicion, Local 544 in­
itiated the 11-state North Central Area committee 
which brought 200,000 over-the-road drivers into 
the International. This growth, and the fact that 
the new members were proletarian elements very 
different from the driver-salesmen who previously 
constituted the bulk of the International, gave 
Tobin the undeserved appearance of being less re­
actionary than other ’ members of the A FL top 
bureaucracy.

it was inevitable, as Roosevelt speeded up his 
war efforts, with Tobin as his closest lieutenant 
in the labor movement, even closer than Hillman, 
that Tobin A’ould attempt to destroy Local 544. 
The local's weekly organ, the Northwest Organ­
iser, has opposed Roosevelt and explained the na­
ture of the imperialist war to its readers, including 
members of many other unions; Tobin would not 
let that go on. Tobin’s final move was precipitated 
by an article in the businessman’s monthly, For­
tune, which twitted Tobin about racketeering in 
the union and the Trotskyists in the Northwest. To  
cover up the racketeering and show himself a bet­

ter patriot than Fortune, Tobin came out with an 
editorial viciously attacking Local 544.

To conclude with Tobin: His attack on Local 
544 is the attack of business racketeering union­
ism, tied to the war efforts o f Roosevelt and the 
bosses, against a militant body of workers.

Second, Roosevelt. In response to a telegram 
from Tobin complaining about Local 544 and its 
chartering by the CIO, Roosevelt on June 13 de­
clared “that this is no time for labor unions, local 
or national, to begin raiding one another.’’ Roose­
velt wanted the C IO  to leave Local 544 to the tend­
er mercies of Tobin. Did Roosevelt know that 
Tobin had forced 544’s action? Why didn’t Roose­
velt first seek out the facts instead of talking mere­
ly on the basis of Tobin’s telegram? Why didn’t 
he insist that Tobin act democratically toward 
Local 544? But these questions are naive. Roose­
velt was well aware of what he was doing.

Roosevelt’s action against 544 shows how 
fraudulent is Roosevelt’s pretext that he acts 
against unions only when they are dominated by 
Communist Party elements connected with a for­
eign government. His action against 544 shows 
that, as the representative of the interests of Ame­
rican capitalism at war, he acts against militant 
trade unionists devoted to the cause of labor.

Bringing up the rear in this unholy alliance 
against 544 is the Communist Party. To some, this 
union of Roosevelt, Tobin and the Stalinists may 
appear inexplicable. But it is quite natural. None 
of the three is interested in the working class in 
and of itself. Roosevelt is interested in maintaining 
capitalism; Tobin in maintaining the business 
union bureaucracy associated with “democratic’’ 
capitalism; the Stalinists in serving the Kremlin 
bureaucracy. A ll three attempt to pervert the Ame­
rican working class to their reactionary aims.

The Stalinists fear the type of unionism repre­
sented by 544 more than anything else. That type 
of unionism is a living rebuke to the fraudulent 
line of the Stalinists in the unions. Against Roose­
velt and Tobin the Stalinists may posture as mili­
tants. But contrasted with a genuinely militant 
union like 544, with its consistent class-struggle 
policy year in year out, the Stalinist zig-zags arc 
exposed as mere devices to twist the workers to the 
service of the Kremlin.

Against all these opponents, we are certain, 
Local 544 will give a good account of itself. Its 
history is assurance for that. Its militant leader­
ship is assurance for that— a leadership that has 
proved that it has no other aim than to fight for 
the immediate and ultimate interests of the Ame­
rican working class.

FDR Discovers 
the Negro

Scarcely was the ink dry on his order nominat­
ing Senator Byrnes, vicious Negro-baiter of South 
Carolina, to the Supreme Court, when Roosevelt 
issued a statement, last Sunday, “urging” employ­
ers to “examine” their employment policies with 
respect to the hiring of Negro workers.

Other than voicing a pious sentiment, there is 
not one phrase in the statement which indicates 
that Roosevelt intends to take any action what­
soever against those employers who continue their 
discriminatory practices.

Roosevelt will not call out troops against the 
bosses as he did against the workers of the North 
American Aviation Company.

While Roosevelt “urges” the employers to “ex­
amine” their policies, Roosevelt as Commander- 
in-Chief continues to Jim-Crow Negroes in the 
armed forces.

Did Roosevelt just realize the situation, that he 
waited until^iow to deplore it? We cannot believe 
that for one minute. He knew about this situation 
all along.

He’s concerned now about the increasing pro­
tests which the Negro people, asked to support the 
war for “democracy”, are raising against the whole 
vile system of Jim-Crow. And they’re not only 
talking about it; they are preparing to take action 
against it. That action is a Negro March on Wash­
ington, planned for July 1.

What a graphic refutation of the lie that this 
is a war for “democracy” will be the spectacle of 
10,000 Negroes at the gates of the White House, 
demanding an end to Jim Crow!

That spectacle, and that alone, has moved 
Roosevelt to his no-discrimination utterance. He 
wants to offset the effectiveness of that protest, 
pull its teeth, or behead it altogether.

Did Roosevelt speak out against the whole sys­
tem of discrimination? No. W ith careful intent, 
his words are: “in defense industries,” “ in this 
present emergency,” “ in defense production.”

In a word, Roosevelt is against discrimination 
only in so far as it may prove a handicap to his 
conduct of the war. He is willing to make a gesture 
in the right direction— just a gesture— if this will 
keep the Negro people in line, willing to be used 
as cannon fodder, or auxiliary labor in the dirtiest, 
hardest and lowest paying war production jobs.

And when the war is over? The Negroes will 
be “put in their place” once more as in 1918.

More is needed than this belated and worth­
less statement of Roosevelt’s to put a complete and 
permanent halt to the Jim-Crow system in indus­
try. That statement is calculated to quiet protest, 
and not to alleviate the conditions protested.

The mere threat of a march on Washington has 
forced this reluctant utterance from Roosevelt. 
That in itself demonstrates the effectiveness of a 
program of militant, organized action.*

But it will take the march itself, carried out 
on a most militant plane, and greater actions in­
volving millions of workers, white and Negro, be­
fore Roosevelt and his class will be forced to dis­
continue the system of Negro discrimination, the 
system which has proved so useful to the bosses in 
keeping the workers divided amongst themselves.

Canners Exempt From
Walsh-Healey Act Rules

__ _____ • \

Sec'y Perkins Grants W ar D ept/s  Demand That Canned-Foods 
Bosses Be Freed Of Child Labor, Safety, Overtime Regulations

Secretary of Labor Perkins last week exempted the food® 
canning industry from observing the provisions of the Walsh- 
Healey Act, covering child labor, overtime pay and safety and 
health conditions, in production of goods under government 
contract.

Madame Perkins acted at thé formal request of the W ar 
Department, which on June 4 moved for the suspension of the 
Act under the pretext that this was essential in order to obtain 
canned goods at reasonable prices for the army.

In March, the National Defense Advisory Commission had
advised the W ar D epartm ent to  *>
seek th is  exem ption. P r io r  to  the 
present a rm y  expansion, the  W ar 
D epartm ent had go tten  around 
the provis ions o f the W alsh- 
Healey A c t by s p lit t in g  up its  
contracts in to  less than $10,000 
orders and by dealing w ith  
wholesale dealers ra th e r than the 
canned goods m anufacture rs  d ir ­
ectly. The W alsh-H ealey A c t 
does n o t app ly  to  con tracts o f 
less tha n  $10,000.

The canners haVe opposed ta k ­
in g  governm ent contracts as long 
as th a t  would place them  under 
the regu la tions  o f the W alsh - 
Healey A c t. A nd  now th e y  have 
had th e ir  way.

W H A T  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  
H A S  N O W  O .K .’D

Conditions in  the  canning in ­
du s try  are about the v ile s t o f any

in  the  country. H ea lth  and safe ty  
hazards are p a r tic u la r ly  bad be­
cause o f the extensive exp lo ita ­
tio n  o f women and ch ild  labor 
in  the in du s try . A  la rge  section 
o f the cannery w orkers  are m ig ­
ra to ry , due to the seasonal char­
acte r o f the w ork . T h is  presents 
a d if f ic u lt  problem  o f un ion iza­
tion .

Comparison of weekly and hourly  
wages te lls  the  whole s to ry  o f 
the viciousness o f the govern­
m en t’s po licy.

A ccord ing  to  U . S. Bureau o f 
Labor S ta tis tics  figures, the aver­
age w eekly wage in  A ug us t 1940 
fo r  a ll m an u fac tu ring  industries 
was $26.10. F o r the cannery in ­
d u s try  i t  was $18.14. Cannery 
w orkers averaged 46.5 cents an 
hour, w h ile  average h o u rly  pay 
fo r  a l l industries  was 66.7 cents

In  October 1940, when wages 
o f a ll w orkers rose to  an average 
o f $26.54 a week, the pay o f can­
ne ry  w orkers dropped to  $16.(31. 
T H E  W A R  D E P A R T M E N T ’S 
A L IB I  FO R  T H IS

Tire W a r D epartm ent, in  its  re ­
quest fo r  exem ptions fo r  the can­
ne ry  bosses, stated th a t th is  was 
necessary because prices o f 
canned goods had increased as 
much as 40 pe r cent due to  the 
a c tiv itie s  o f speculators.

So, the governm ent intends to  
reduce these prices im m edia te ly  
by destroy ing  the m eager safe­
guards o f the workers in  the in ­
du s try !

Iro n ic a lly  enough, the W a r De­
pa rtm e n t p u t in  its  fo rm a l re ­
quest on the ve ry  day th a t tw o 
federa l grand ju r ie s  in  San F ra n ­
cisco had b ro ug h t in  ind ic tm ents 
fo r  il le g a l and m onopoly p rac­
tices aga inst the  en tire  canning 
in d u s try  o f C a lifo rn ia , center o f 
the in d u s try  fo r  the country.

The m eaning o f “ na tiona l de­
fense”  is made even m ore clear 
to the w o rkers  o f Am erica  by th is  
la te s t b low  a t the w o rke rs ’ stand­
ards dea lt b y  Madame Perkins 
and the W a r D epartm ent.

On the War Fronts

Stalin-Nazi Clash 
Is Unlikely Now
Stalin's Fear Of H itler Means He Is Ready 
To Grant Substantial Economic Demands

B y GEORGE S TE R N
News of a severe strain in Nazi-Soviet relations fills the 

newspapers. Rumors fly of an impending Nazi-Soviet clash. 
From all the capitals concerned a heavy smokescreen of report 
and counter-report billows up to obscure the realities of the situa­
tion.

So far as can be judged from the various versions of the 
“crisis”, the following are the apparent facts:

1. Hitler is pressing a series of vital demands on Stalin.
These probably include demands 
fo r German access to the g ra in  
o f the U kra ine  and the o il o f the 
Caucasus. T h is  access is  to be had 
through d irec t German control, 
e ith e r through “ specialists”  and 
“ experts”  sent in  to supervise pro­
duction  and transport, o r through 
actual m il ita ry  occupation.

I t  is  probably also true  th a t H i t ­
le r is  demanding tra n s it fo r  Nazi 
troops th rough  Soviet te r r ito ry  
fo r  a  vast f la n k in g  movement 
th rough I ra n  against the B r it is h  
in  Iraq .

2. In  support of these .demands 
H it le r  is  stag ing a m il ita ry  de­
m onstra tion  aimed to fr igh te n  
S ta lin  in to  acquiescence. News of 
German m il ita ry  dispositions 
along the long eastern fro n tie r 
from  F in lan d  and the B a ltic  to 
the Dardanelles has been coming 
free ly  from  German-controlled 
news sources.

T h is  suggests th a t w h ile  the 
m il ita ry  movements are a fact, 
they are perhaps be ing pre­
sented in  an exaggerated fo rm  
in accordance w ith  the  w e ll- 
established N azi propaganda- 
pressure methods. In  any case 
Moscow o ffic ia lly  to ld  the w orld  
la s t Saturday th a t these G er­
man movements arc ac tua lly  in  
progress— and Moscow m ust 
know.
3. As pa rt of h is e ffo rt to resist 

o r a t least to bargain fo r a reduc­
tion  in  H itle r 's  demands, S ta lin  
is  p u ttin g  on a cautious counter­
dem onstra tion o f h is  own— the 
movement o f Red A rm y  troops in 
Moscow under the guise of “ sum­
m er maneuvers.”

“ D E M O C R A C IE S ”
V A IN L Y  H O P IN G

These are the apparent facts. 
F rom  these fac ts  w is h fu l ob­
servers in  London and W ash­
ing ton  a rc  bu ild ing  up the hope 
o f an ea rly  and widespread 
co llis ion  between N azi G er­
many and the Soviet Union. I f,  
secretly, they re a lly  know bet­
te r, thpy are a t least t ry in g  by 
th is  means to  fan  a l i t t le  the 
sm ouldering embers o f N azi- 
Soviet c o n flic t which are in ­
dub itab ly  present- 
in  the absence of positive in ­

fo rm a tio n  o r ove rt acts by the 
parties concerned, one can a t best 
speculate, to be sure, concerning 
the rea l line-up. B u t there are cer­
ta in  general observations w h ich  
one can d ra w  upon fo r  orienta-

tio n  in  m easuring the p o ss ib ili­
ties and probab ilities  o f the s itu ­
ation.

. F ir s t  o f a ll, i t  is  h ig h ly  un­
lik e ly  th a t H it le r  wants a t th is  
tim e  a fro n ta l clash w ith  the 
Soviet U n ion. F o r H it le r  to  be­
come involved in  such a con­
f l ic t  would mean— regardless 
o f the easy op tim ism  o f the 
German m il ita ry  s ta f f— th a t 
B r ita in  gains a desperately- 
needed respite, a resp ite  th a t 
m ig h t w e ll be the  d iffe rence 
between u ltim a te  v ic to ry  o r de­
fea t.

’ I f  H it le r  were a c tu a lly  balked 
in  h is  death d rive  against the 
B r it is h  E m pire, i t  is conceivable 
th a t he m ig h t seek a so lu tion in 
the East. B u t th a t is by no means 
his present position. The Battle  
o f the  M iddle East has not yet 
even begun and B r ita in ’s posi­
t io n  there is by no means im ­
pregnable.

I t  is  also conceivable th a t H i t ­
le r ’s need fo r  Russian o il and 
wheat is so desperate th a t he is 
w ill in g  to take the broad gamble 
of m il ita ry  action to acquire them. 
B u t i t  is, on the one hand, not 
ye t clear th a t h is need is th is  
desperate and. on the o ther hand, 
he can ce rta in ly  s t i l l  count on ex­
tra c tin g  h is wants —  or a fa ir  
share of them  —  from  S ta lin  
w ith ou t go ing to war.

A P P E A S E M E N T  W O U LD  
F O LLO W

One fa c to r should be noted 
a t th is  p o in t however: Should 
H it le r  in  the near fu tu re  de­
cide th a t he has to  use force 
against the Soviet U nion, i t  is 
qu ite  safe to assume th a t such 
a tu rn  in  the w a r w i l l  be u t i l ­
ized to b rin g  about a nego tia t­
ed peace w ith  B r ita in  and to 
fo re s ta ll U.S. e n try  in to  h o s til­
ities . I t  has a lw ays been the 
hope o f the A ng lo -A m erican  
im p e ria lis t bloc th a t H it le r  
would become engaged w ith  the 
U.S.S.R. in  a m u tu a lly  costly 
and even exhausting w ar. '
B u t none o f the conditions at 

the present tim e  suggest th a t H i t ­
le r is  considering th is  course. On 
the con tra ry , there is  every rea­
son to believe th a t he in tends to 
press fo rw ard  h is  e ffo r t to deal a 
deafh blow to the B r it is h  Em pire 
and believes he can bend the 
K re m lin  to h is w i l l  w ith o u t resort­
in g  to force.

T h is  view  finds support in  a 
general estim ate o f S ta lin ’s po­
s ition . S ta lin 's  basic po licy 
prem ise is to  do eve ry th ing  
possible to  avoid w ar because 
w ar would endanger the power 
o f his bureaucra tic  clique. T h is  
has m otiva ted his every move.
The question r ig h t now is : how 

fa r  w i l l  S ta lin  go in  appeasing 
H itle r?  How m any of his demands 
w i l l  he accept to avoid war?

I t  m ay be taken fo r granted 
t i ia t  S ta lin  w i l l  o ffe r fresh con­
cessions in  an economic agree­
m ent g iv in g  Germany much o f the 
wheat and o il th a t i t  wants.

B u t i t  is  no t so probable th a t 
S ta lin  would consent to  meas­
ures o f m il ita ry  occupation o r 
even troops t ra n s it  because 
these concessions would lead to  
(¿he same re su lt as a w ar, 
eventual destruction  o f S ta lin ­
is t  power in  the Soviet U n ion 
a t the hand»>>f the Nazis and 
the in te rn a l reaction w h ich 
H it le r  would sure ly  sponsor 
once he go t a foothold .
The chances are th a t the H itle r- 

S ta lin  seesaw of pressure and 
counter-pressttre w i l l  come to a 
precarious h a lt somewhere be­
tween those tw o points. H it le r  
w i l l  not press so fa r  as to make 
h o s tilit ie s  necessary. S ta lin  w ill 
not ho ld ou t so long as to force 
H it le r ’s armed hand.

T H E  O U TC O M E
O ur guess o f the outcome is 

a new economic agreem ent g iv ­
in g  im p o rta n t advantages to  
the Nazis. The m il ita ry  clash, 
which we deem inevitab le , w il l 
be postponed u n t il H it le r  has 
settled accounts w ith  B r ita in .
Such an accord would leave the 

Soviet U n ion even more pe rilously  
exposed than before to eventual 
a ttack and destruction. E very  step 
of S ta lin ’s designed to shield the 
Soviet U n ion from  involvem ent 
and a ttack has on ly  succeeded in  
increasing the Soviet U n ion ’s 
peril.

S T A L IN  E N D A N G E R S  USSR
Thus i t  becomes ever more 

p la in : S ta lin  and his clique !>f bu­
reaucra tic leeches are incapable 
o f assuring the defense of the  ̂ So­
v ie t U n ion against im p e ria lis t a t­
tack.

S ta lin , by destroy ing  the re ­
vo lu tio na ry  movements i  it 

* W estern Europe and in  A sia  in  
the decade preceding the war, 
cu t the W orkers ’ S tate o f f  
from  the  on ly  re liab le  a llies i t  
could have. By th ro w in g  in  his 
lo t  w ith  H itle r ,  he alienated 
w ha t was le f t  o f the sym pathy" 
and suppo rt o f an ti-F a sc js t 
masses a ll over the w orld . By 
surrendering  now, step by step, 
to  H it le r ’s demands, he hastens 
the day o f reckoning between 
the  Soviet U n ion and the im ­
p e ria lis t w o rld , represented by 
the Nazis.

Advanced workers w i l l  hold ever 
more staunchly to the two basic 
p rinc ip les of th e ir  a ttitud e  toward 
the Soviet U n ion : to ca rry  on the 
strugg le against S ta lin  w ith  a view 
to resto ring  the dem ocratic power 
of the Soviets and freeing the So­
vie t w o rk in g  class fro m  the in ­
cubus o f the  bureaucracy —  but 
a t the same tim e  to f ig h t in  de­
fense o f the W orkers ’ State 
against any im p e ria lis t assault.

Where 
We Stand

By Albert Goldman

The  Lesson O f  F rance ’s A b o u t Face

So. V ich y  is now a t w a r w ith  the B rit is h . O nly in  
S y ria  to  be sure, b u t i t  is  a w a r nevertheless and the 
tendency m ust be fo r  the w a r in  S y ria  to  develop 
in to  a fu ll- fle d g e d  co n flic t between the  e rs t-w h ile  
allies, ta k in g  in  m any fro n ts .

A nd  docs th is  mean an y th in g  to the gentlem en who 
have been considering the w a r fro m  the ve ry  begin­
n ing  as one o f democracy aga ins t fascism ? A re  the 
m iddle-class dem ocrats and those in  the ranks o f the 
labo r m ovem ent w ho saw in  France, when i t  was a t 
w a r w ith  Germ any, one o f the cham pions o f dem­
ocracy, capable o f le a rn in g  a lesson fro m  th is  sudden 
about-face on the p a r t  o f the men who were leaders 
o f the French na tion a t the tim e i t  was f ig h tin g  on 
the side o f G reat B r ita in ?

I  am re fe rr in g  on ly  to  such people who are sincere­
ly  devoted to  democracy and are re a lly  anxious to  
de feat fascism . There are m any m any thousands o f 
these people who have convinced themselves th a t they 
have no course to  fo llo w  except to  sup po rt the  demo­
c ra tic  im p e ria lis ts  aga ins t the  fa sc is t im p e ria lis ts . 
These people are ob liv ious to  the obvious lesson th a t 
can be draw n fro m  the fa c t th a t V ic h y  is now on the 
side o f H it le r .  To the democrats the  “ co llabora tion”  
o f V ich y  w ith  H it le r  s im p ly  means th a t  the  bad a n ti­
dem ocratic people have succeeded in  o b ta in ing  con­
tro l o f the French governm ent and the French people 
and thereby b ro u g h t to  a h a lt the  f ig h t  fo r  democracy.

The im p o rta n t th in g  to  rem em ber is th a t  the  lead­
ers o f V ich y— the Petains, the  D arlans, the  W eygands 
— were f ig h tin g  fo r  France aga ins t G erm any and were 
ex trem e ly  im p o rta n t cogs in  the F rench “ democracy”  
before H it le r ’s conquest o f France.

A nd i t  is foo lish  to  assume th a t these people w a n t­
ed a H it le r  v ic to ry . F o r they knew th a t  they  were no t 
f ig h tin g  fo r  democracy b u t fo r  F rench im p e ria lis t in ­
terests. They m ay have been responsible fo r  the 
French de feat; they  m ay have been incapable o f lead­
in g  the French to  v ic to ry  b u t i t  seems to me to  be 
absurd to  say th a t the y  p re fe rred  a H it le r  v ic to ry .

Same M en S u p p o rt H i l le r  
W ho F o ug h t H im

I f  a n y th in g  proves th a t  the  F rench governm ent 
under D a lad ie r and Reynaud was n o t f ig h tin g  fo r  
democracy b u t fo r  F rench im p e ria lis t in te res ts  i t  is  
the  fa c t th a t the  F rench a rm y  and F rench navy were 
officered by men who are now w ill in g  to  f ig h t on the 
side o f H it le r  aga inst B r it is h  and A m erican  “ democ­
ra c y ."  The D arlans and the W eygands are the  same 
type  o f men and w ith  the same ideas and sym path ies 
now  when the y  are co llabo ra ting  w ith  H it le r  and 
f ig h t in g  in  S y ria  ag a ins t the B r it is h  as th e y  were 
when the y  fo u g h t ag a ins t H it le r .  Since no one is so: 
na ive as to  believe th a t the y  were trans fo rm ed  in to  
fasc is ts  because France was defeated the conclusion 
is inescapable th a t  an a rm y  a lleged ly  f ig h tin g  fo r  
democracy was officered by men who, i f  the y  were 
n o t com ple te ly  fasc is t, had no in te res t in  democracy.

A b so lu te ly  ce rta in  is  the p ropos ition  th a t the B r i t ­
ish and A m erican arm ies and navies are no d iffe re n t, 
in  the  type  o f generals and adm ira ls  com m anding 
them , than  was the French a rm y. The h igh e r o fficers 
o f the  B r it is h  and A m erican  arm ed forces a re  ju s t 
as l i t t le  in terested in  democracy as are the  D arlans 
and the W eygands. N o t even the m iddle-class demo­
cra ts  w ith  th e ir  colossal capacity fo r  self-deception 
would con tra d ic t th is  assertion.

T he  Case O f D e G au lle

Is  the  case o f  De Gaulle p ro o f to  the  c o n tra ry?  
E ve ry  one o f De G aulle ’s statem ents proves th a t i t  is 
n o t democracy he is f ig h tin g  fo r  b u t the  F rench  em­
p ire . He s im p ly  believes th a t i t  is  necessary to  sup­
p o r t B r ita in  to  the end in  o rder to save F rench im ­
p e r ia lis t in terests. A nd De Gaulle, by the way, is on ly  
an exception. The vas t m a jo r ity  o f the  h igh e r o ffice rs 
are so lid ly  behind V ichy. They are no t.and never were 
in te rested in  democracy.

T h a t the  a rm y  and navy are sub ject to  the au tho r­
i t y  o f the  governm ent and so long as the governm ent 
is  dem ocratic the arm ed forces w i l l  be fig h tin g  fo r  
democracy regard less o f the  fa sc is t sym path ies o f 
the  h igh e r o ffic ia ls  is about the best a rgum en t the 
democrats can produce. B u t w h a t a m iserable a rg u ­
m en t th a t is ! Even assum ing th a t th is  is  true , i t  
means th a t a dem ocratic governm ent is w i l l in g  to  
take a chance on being stabbed in  the  back b y  an 
a rm y  con tro lled by  o ffice rs whose sym path ies are w ith  
fascism .

I t  is  absurd however to  c la im  th a t a rea c tion a ry  
a rm y  can be f ig h tin g  fo r  a progressive  cause. The 
a rm y  re flec ts  the actua l re la tio nsh ip  in  society m uch 
m ore accu ra te ly  than  P a rliam e n t o r  Congress. I f  the  
h ig h e r o ffice rs a l l come fro m  the  upper class o r are 
connected w ith  the  upper class, i f  in  th e ir  mode o f 
th in k in g  and ac tin g  the y  show no s ign  o f  dem ocracy 
then i t  is  as ce rta in  as an y th in g  can be th a t the  a rm y  
can n o t be used fo r  a w a r fo r  democracy.

The R ed A rm y  U n d e r T ro ts k y

In  the Red A rm y  under T ro ts k y  o ffice rs o f the 
C za ris t A rm y  were used b u t the rea l power was in  
the  hands o f the p o lit ic a l commissars. The officers 
were s im p ly  technicians fo llo w in g  o u t orders. In  the 
arm ies o f the  B r it is h  and A m erican  “ democracies”  
the  office^ caste is supreme.

To those who are convinced th a t  th is  is  a w a r fo r  
democracy aga ins t fascism  we say: Look a t V ichy, 
gentlem en, and you w i l l  see th a t an a rm y  led by  such 
men is no t an a rm y 'f ig h tin g  fo r  democracy. A nd  the 
generals and adm ira ls  o f V ic h y  are no d iffe re n t fro m  
the generals and adm ira ls  o f London and W ashington.

O n ly  a dem ocratic soc ia lis t s ta te  can create an 
a rm y  w h ich  in  s tru c tu re  and ideas is capable o f f ig h t­
in g  fo r  tru e  democracy. >


