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Increase Wages 
To M eet Prices

I

An Editorial
I f  you bought clothes for yourself lately, did.you notice how- 

much more they cost than a year ago? Your wife, like most 
home-keepers, has already discovered that food prices have gone 
up and keep rising. During the first two weeks in April pork- 
chop prices rose 3 percent; eggs, 4 percent; lard, 7.8 percent; 
bacon, butter, coffee, sugar and other foodstuffs also cost more. 
This is only the beginning of the price every wage worker w ill 
have to pay for this robber’s war.

A c co rd in g  lo  the  gove rn m e n t in d e x , basic com ­
m o d ity  p rices  have gone u p  3 8 %  since the  w a r be­
gan, and econom ists p re d ic t m uch  g rea te r rises. Such 
p r ic e  in f la t io n  invo lves a p ro p o rtio n a te  wage c u t fo r  
the  w o rk e r. A lth o u g h  pay checks m ay re m a in  n o m ­
in a lly  the  same, they can b u y  less goods ow ing  to  in ­
creased p rices . T h is  in f la t io n ,  w h ich  reduces pu rchas­
in g  pow er, is  one in d ire c t m e thod  o f  ca p ita lis t wage 
c u tt in g .

The new tax program Congress is framing can only result 
in boosting commodity prices still higher and in further dim­
inishing the real income of the workers. There w ill be new or 
increased levies on cigarettes, liquor, gasoline, matches, and other 
articles of ordinary consumption. In one way or another, most 
of the other taxes w ill be incorporated in the prices of commod­
ities and be paid for in the end by the mass of consumers. 73% 
of a ll taxes consist of just such bidden taxes!

In  the  past few  m on ths , some u n io n s  have m an­
aged to  o b ta in  wage increases. Few, i f  any, have won 
the  3 8 %  increase needed to  keep wages in  step w ith  
c o m m o d ity  p rices . T he  vast m a jo r ity  have rece ived 
l i t t le  o r  no  increases. Y e t the  bosses and th e ir  press 
h o w l to  heaven abou t the  t in y  r ise  in  wage rates, 
w h ile  they say ve ry  l i t t le  abou t th is  3 8 %  rise  in  
p rices .

The Roosevelt administration talks about preventing infla­
tion and “ freezing”  price levels. I low absurd is Leon Hender­
son's gesture forbidding any lifting  o f steel prices (which have 
been fixed for years by the steel monopolists themselves far above 
ordinary competitive prices!) No capitalist government can con­
tro l the general level of prices. Washington has thus far been un­
able to do so, and its future efforts w ill be no more successful.

Even H it le r ’ s to ta lita r ia n  reg im e  has been u n ­
ab le  to  avo id  in f la t io n .  T h e  reason f o r  th is  lies  in  the  
ve ry  n a tu re  o f  c a p ita lis t p ro d u c tio n  f o r  p ro f i t .  No 
m a n u fa c tu re r o r  businessm an is w il l in g  to  s u b o rd in ­
ate h is  persona l p ro f i t  to  the  genera l good. U n d e r 
boo m  c o n d itio n s , the  greed o f  each in d iv id u a l cap i­
ta lis t, and. the  c o m p e tit io n  betw een th e m , always add 
u p  to  h ig h e r p rices . M o re o ve r, the  R ooseve lt reg im e  
is  so eager lo  w in  the  g o o d -w ill o f  the  in d u s tr ia lis ts  
th a t i t  n o t o n ly  re fra in s  f ro m  c ra c k in g  dow n on  p ro ­
f ite e r in g  b u t re laxes a ll re s tr ic tio n s  u p o n  them .

While the Roosevelt government caters to the profiteers on 
the one hand, it is anxious to prevent the mass of people from 
accumulating too much purchasing power on the other. I f  wages 
are not kept down, if  commodity prices remain too low, i f  taxes 
are kept at a minimum, people w ill be able to buy more goods 
for personal consumption. Their demands for consumer’s goods 
w ill conflict with plans for m ilita ry  production.

As the  iV. Y . T im es  p o in ts  o u t:  “ P u b lic  b u y in g  
o f  c iv il ia n  goods w o u ld  the n  be co m p e tin g  w ith  gov­
e rn m e n t b u y in g  o f  defense m a te r ia l . . . M any m o re  
peop le  w i l l  want lo  b uy  au tom ob iles . B u t the  p ro d u c ­
t io n  o f  au tom ob iles  uses u p  steel, a lu m in u m  and 
o th e r m a te ria ls  v ita l to  p u b lic  defense . . .  T h a t w o u ld  
m ean h ig h e r costs f o r  defense.”

In order to keep down the costs of war, the government aims 
to take away from the working masses a great part of any in­
creased purchasing power resulting from the war-boom. Taxa­
tion, freezing of wages, forced saving, etc. are so many means 
for accomplishing this end.

A t the outset of the war, Washington’s slogan was “ Business 
as usual." Nowadays administration officials sing a different 
tune. Not so long ago, the American people, unlike the Germans, 
French and English, were promised both guns and butter. Now 
they are told they must be content with more guns and less but­
ter. Very soon, they w ill be ordered lo give up all their butter to 
grease bigger batteries of guns. Capitalism cannot clothe, feed, 
arm, equip and transport millions of fighting men and also af­
ford decent food, clothing and shelter for its citizens.

W hy must the workers suffer from the helplessness of the 
capitalist class to manage our economy efficiently? W hy should 
they bear all the burdens of the war? The standard of living of 
the working masses must be maintained! If, as Roosevelt falsely 
claims, this is not an imperialist war for the sake o f capitalist 
profit, but a crusade for the defense of popular rights and liber­
ties, then the least this government can do is lo lake care of the 
v ita l needs of its producers, even if  this involves taxing the pluto­
crats out of existence.

T h e  w o rke rs , how ever, w i l l  w a it u n t i l  doom s­
day i f  they  re ly  u p o n  R ooseve lt to  co rre c t th is  s itua ­
t io n  f o r  them . O rgan ized la b o r has to  do  th is  jo h  f o r  
its e lf .  W ha t is the  m ost p ra c tica l m eans o f  co p ing  
w ith  in e v ita b le  in f la t io n ?  L e t the  trade  u n io n s  in ­
s ist th a t every  co n tra c t co n ta in  a p ro v is io n  fo r  a re ­
a d ju s tm e n t o f  wages in  lin e  w ith  the  r is in g  p ric e  
le ve l. L e t wages rise  w ith  every rise  in  the  p ric e  
le ve l.

T o  p ro te c t unorgan ized  w o rke rs , changes shou ld  
be m ade in  W age-H ours Laws, p ro v id in g  f o r  m in i­
m u m  ra les and sp e c ify in g  th a t these m in im u m s  be 
ad jus ted  in  accordance w ith  r is in g  prices.

F o r a R is in g  Scale o f  Wages to  E qua lize  the  R is ­
in g  Leve l o f  P rice s ! T h is  dem and sh ou ld  be p laced 
a t the  to p  o f  every  tra de  u n io n  agenda today.
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FDR MASKS CONVOY PLANS
Mine Owners 
Yield To Miners
28-day Strike of 400,000 Soft-coal men 
Ends; Workers' Terms Accepted

BULLETIN
The Southern soft coal mine 

operators yielded Tuesday to 
the demand o f the striking 
United Mine Workers (CIO) 
members that the Southern 
mines be reopened under an 
agreemcht to make all wage in­
creases granted in subsequent 
negotiations retroactive to the 
time of the start of operations, 
thus ending the 28-day strike 
of 400,000 bituminous miners. 
Over 65 per cent of the miners, 
from the Northern Appalachian 
region, w ill return to work un­
der a contract providing $1 a 
day pay raise and a week’s paid 
vacation.

Southern bituminous mine 
operators, undoubtedly backed 

| by Southern industrialists and 
the bloc of poll-tax Democrats 
in Congress, have balked a ll ef­
forts to settle the strike of 400,- 
000 United Mine Workers 
(CIO) members which has tied 
up all soft-coal production in 
the Appalachian regions since 
A pril 2.

The Northern operators, who 
control over 65 per cent of soft 
coal production, had agreed 
after one week of the strike to 
grant the union's demands for 
a ¡$1 a day general wage in ­
crease and paid vacations. S ign­
ing  of the N o rthe rn  contract has 
been held up due to the u n w il­
lingness of the N orthern  operators 
to reopen th e ir  m ines so long as 
the Southern operators hold out 
fo r  a wage d iffe re n tia l which 
would give them a m ateria l ad­
vantage in  com petition w ith  the 
N orthe rn  operators.

S P U R N  R E T R O A C T IV E  
P A Y  A G R E E M E N T

A fte r  dem anding the interces­
sion o f the N a tiona l Mediation 
Board, the Southern operators 
last Sunday turned down the 
Board's proposal to reopen the 
m ines upon cond ition  th a t a ll 
■wage increases granted in  subse­
quent negotiations bo made re tro ­
active to the tim e  of reopening. 
Both the un ion and the, N orthern  
operators have agreed to such an 
arrangem ent, o r ig in a lly  proposed 
by Roosevelt on A p r i l 21.

M eanwhile, Southern Democrats 
in  Congress have been ye lp ing 
about the s tr ik e  ho ld ing  up "n a ­
tio n a l defense”  and are m aking 
a cohcerted e ffo rt to club the m in ­
ers back to w o rk  under a no-con­
tra c t arrangem ent which would 
leave the w orkers powerless to 
force the Southern operators in to  
line .

The N o rthe rn  operators, whose 
refusal to meet the m iner's rea­
sonable demands p r io r  to the 
w a lk-ou t helped prec ip ita te  the 
s trike , and who turned down the 
m iners’ o r ig in a l proposal to con­
tinue  operations under a re tro ­
active pay agreement, are show­
ing l i t t le  concern lo r  "na tiona l
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defense”  as they hold up sign ing 
the UM W  contract, using as the 
excuse, the actions o f the South 
ern operators.

R O O S E V E LT  N O T  F IR M
Aside from  his la test proposal 

w h ich  the Southern operators 
have f la t ly  rejected. Roosevelt has 
not made any decisive move to 
force the Southern owners to 
terms. The adm in is tra tion , which 
has the power to take over indus­
tr ie s  in  the in terests of "n a tio na l 
defense,”  has made no move in  
th is  d irec tion  despite general re­
cogn ition  of the fa c t th a t the 
Southern m ine owners are large­
ly  to blame fo r  the continued 
shut-down of soft-coal production. 
T h is  is  in  sharp con trast w ith  
the a ttitud e  of the adm in is tra tion  
toward the s tr ike rs  in  the A llis - 
Chalmers and other s trikes  whose 
effect upon essential w a r produc­
tion  w-as fa r  less serious than is 
the coal s trike . Steel production, 
the heart of the w ar industries, 
is a lready beginn ing to show the 
effects of coal shortage.

M A IN  D A N G E R
There is increasing danger tha t 

the m iners m ay be caught in a 
scissors between the refusal of 
the Southern operators to accept 
th e ir  wage demands and the re­
fusa l o f the N o rthe rn  operators 
to sign a con tract under competi­
t ive  disadvantages.

W h ile  Roosevelt a t the tim e of 
th is  w r it in g  has given no h in t 
o f w hat h is  next move may be, 
the pos ition  w h ich  the m iners 
m ust take is clear. Under no c ir ­
cumstances should they back 
down from  th e ir  o rig in a l demands.

Sea Patrol 
Prelude To 
Full Convoys
FDR Weighing Final 
Move Info Sphere 
Of Hostilities

Members of the New York City local of th e  Transport Workers Union (C IO ) launch their 
campaign to retain the closed-shop contract fo r  27,000 workers on the city-owned subway sys­
tems by putting out millions of union leaflets to  subway goers to win their support.

GM Strike Postponed 
For Gov’t Mediation
Reuther-Thomas UAW Leadership Retreats Under Company 
And Government Pressure Despite 85% Strike Vote

O N  THE W A R  FRONTS
by GEORGE STERN

Twenty-two years ago in these 
very weeks the diplomats and 
politicians of the victorious Allied  
Powers were in fu ll conference 
at Versailles. The "w ar fo r dem­
ocracy” having been won, these 
representatives of imperialism  
were carving up the continent in 
accordance w ith strategic neces­
sities and secret treaties. Out of 
Versailles came the monstrous 
patchwork of divided nations and 
peoples. Out of Versailles flowed 
the grinding conflicts which led 
— in so short a time— to a fresh 
revision of the continent by force 
of arms.

Versailles slashed Europe into 
pieces. H itle r has taken those 
pieces, crushed them into bloody 
pulps and brought them one by 
one into the new German imper­
ialist empire. He stands now at 
the jum ping-off places fo r the 
Middle East— fo r B rita in ’s rich 
holdings in the Mosul oilfields, 
for Palestine, and for Suez.

But the difference between the 
system of Versailles and the sys­
tem of Hitlerism is of degree 
rather than of kind. Both repre­
sent forms of im perialist domin­
ation. Neither offers any road to 
a hopeful future for the peoples 
of Europe.

H itler is not stamping out na­
tional "freedom” for the small 
nations of E urope. . ..because 
such freedom has never existed.

DETROIT, Michigan, April 27—The immediate possibility 
of a strike in the 78 General Motors plants organized bv the 
UAW-CIO was sidetracked Saturday, April 26, when the union 
and the company àgretxl to continued operation of the plants 
until hearings by the National Mediation Board Friday May 2.

The company has already indicated in its statements that 
it is ready to grant small wage increases, but has taken a very

tough position on all other 
main demands of the union. 
Wage increases w ill be retro­
active to A pril 28.
85% V O TE  FO R  S T R IK E  

The UAW-CIO local unions, 
from coast to coast in GM, 
have taken strike votes and vot­
ed overwhelmingly for strike 
authorization i f  it becomes ne­
cessary to back up their de­
mands with action. The turnout 
of votes was exceptionally 
large, and the m ajority vote for 
strike was probably about 85% 
nationally. It is significant that 
in F lin t the largest strike vote 
of all times was turned out last 
week.

Negotiations between the cor­
poration aud the UAW -CIO bad 
been conducted fo r 7 weeks, w ith ­
out results, when the dispute was 
turned over to the N a tiona l Med­
ia tio n  Board, on the ve ry  verge 
of s tr ik e  action w h ich  was set fo r 
Monday, A p r i l 28.

As negotiations came to a head, 
the In te rn a tion a l Executive Board 
was forced by circumstances lo  
take a very m il ita n t  stand, at 
least in  its  pub lic  statements. 
Reuther and Thomas made several 
speeches and pub lic  statements 
p rov ing  the absolute logic, justice 
and necessity o f the union's de­
mands. S tr ik e  votes were called 
fo r, and i t  looked as though the 
In te rn a tio n a l was prepared fo r 
action.

REASO NS FOR 
R E U T H E R ’S M IL IT A N C Y

The m ilita n c y  of the Reuther- 
Thomas leadership, in  its  speeches 
and in  some o f its  actions, was 
the resu lt o f a com bination of

He has simply substituted his 
own form of enslavement for that 
imposed by Versailles on the Aus­
trians, the Slovaks, the Croats, 
the Hungarians, the Rumanians, 
the many races cut into sections 
and ruled by hostile peoples in 
the crazy patchwork of Versailles 
Europe.

TO W A R D  A  S O V IE T  U N IT E D  
S TA TES O F E U R O P E

The “unification” in H it le r ’s 
chains is the precursor to new 
divisions, new upheavals, new 
conflicts. Through this immense 
ordeal by blood, the thrice-op­
pressed peoples of Europe w ill 
have to find their slow, costly 
way toward a tine unification 
based upon the socialist recon­
struction of society . . .  toward a 
real, a Soviet United States of Eu­
rope.

Let no one now (alk to us of 
“realism” which involves surren­
der, capitulation, acceptance of 
this bloody capitalist order of 
things. Our realism, the realism  
of the fight fo r the future of 
mankind consists in holding fast 
and firm  to the straggle against 
capitalism and all its works. 
That’s the road to the Socialist 
United States of Europe— the 
Socialist United States of the 
World. It's  .the only kind of real­
ism that w ill sunder the m ilitary  
machines of imperialism into 
pieces when the rig ht timé comes.

causes. Reuther, GM D irec to r o! 
the UAW , has been under consi­
derable pressure from  the General 
M otors locals, most o f whom havt 
been c lam oring  fo r  m onths fo i 
im proved wages, conditions and 
barga in ing procedure. The jn s is  
ten t demands o f the rank and 111« 
fo r action resu lted in  the Genera’ 
M otors Conference held in  D e tro il 
on February  8, 9, and 10.

Since th a t tim e, the local unions 
in  F lin t,  D e tro it, Saginaw, Los 
Angeles, Lansing and elsewherd 
ever more im p a tie n t w ith  th< 
s ta llin g  tactics o f the corporation, 
have demanded tha t action bs 
taken to secure the demands 
w hich th e ir  delegates had drawn 
up a t the conference.

T h is  pressure, plus the ab 
solute ly adamant a ttitud e  of tb< 
company, forced Reuther to cail 
fo r  a s tr ik e  vote. He firs t called 
fo r “ au thoriza tion  to call a strike 
vote” — an absolute ly uunecessar> 
action con s titu tion a lly— and then 
proceeded to g ive orders fo r th t 
s tr ik e  vote proper. He was met 
w ith  an overw helm ing vote for 
s trike .

F A C T IO N A L  R IV A L R Y  
ON U A W  B O A R D

Secondly, there was consider­
able pressure upon Reuther to 
take action in  GM to achieve some 
gains, because of the intense r iv a l­
r y  between the two factions cti 
the In te rn a tio n a l Executive Board.

Reuther and Thomas on the one 
side, representing w ha t is rough 
ly  termed the "H illm a n ”  faction 
on the board, was da ily  taunted 
by the "Addes-Frankonstecn-CI’”  
caucus fo r its  fa ilu re  to make 
gains in  GM, the domain of Reu­
ther.

Addes w ro te weekly artic les  in 
the A uto  W orker, p o in ting  ou t the 
great needs fo r im proved contract 
provisions w ith .G M . T h is  was his 
way o f p u ttin g  Reuther on the 
spot, and prepared the ground­
w o rk  fo r  a. strugg le against the 

(Continued on Page 3)

| When President Roosevelt 
i last week announced the new 
U.S. “ sea patrol" he pulled out 
the next to the last prop still 
holding up that fra il structure 
of U.S. policy “ short of war.”

The new patrol w ill send U.S. 
warships 1,000 miles out into 
either ocean to warn “ peaceful 
shipping" (i.e. the British) of 
the presence of enemy craft.

From this to the remaining 
steps of actual convoy and in­
evitable clashes w ith Nazi U- 
Boats and raiders, the distance 
is now reduced almost to the van­
ishing point.

F or i t  was qu ite  clear th a t the 
sea pa tro l idea was advanced by 
the. P resident as a fina l, care fu l 
stage in  h is preparation fo r drop­
p ing the present status of the 
U. S. as a non-belligerent a lly  of 
B r ita in  and sub s titu ting  fo r i t  the 
fu l l  status of an active be llige rent 
in  the war.

W hat does Roosevelt th in k  a 
Nazi sea ra ide r o r a fa r-rang ing  
bomber is going to do when i t  
is sighted by p a tro llin g  U. S. 
c ra ft?  How  long w i l l  i t  be before 
action is taken to prevent these 
patro ls from  rep o rtin g  back to 
the B ritish ?

B u t i t  may not even come to 
tha t. D u rin g  the past week the 
fu ll w e igh t o f the A d m in is tra ­
tion  has been th row n  in to  a cam­
paign designed to w in  the masses 
of the Am erican people over to 
acceptance of the convoy idea. 
And last week also, fo r  the f irs t 
tim e, responsible spokesmen ad­
m itted  in  effect th a t convoys by 
U. S. warships m ig h t take us 
fu ll b last in to  open hos tilitie s .

In  an obviously deliberate a t­
tem pt to test pub lic  reaction, 
Roosevelt bad bis N avy Secre­
tary, F ra n k  Knox, get up las t 
week and say these w a rn ing  
words:

“ H a v ing  gone (bus fa r, wc can 
on ly  go on. H i l le r  cannot a llo w  
our w ar supplies and food to 
reach England. He w i l l  be defeat­
ed i f  they do. Wc cannot a llow  
our goods to be sunk in  the A t­
lan tic . We sha ll be beaten i f  they 
do. We m ust make good our prom ­
ise to aid B r ita in .”

Then Secretary o f State H u ll,  
In another speech, ro lled out 
some more of the propaganda a r ­
t ille ry . In  ca re fu lly  chosen words, 
he declared th a t the  U. S. w ou ld  
have to go in to  the w a r w e ll be­
fore the enemy gets across the 
hemisphere boundaries. He said:

"Some among us, doubtless 
w ith  best in tentions, s t i l l  contend 
tha t ou r coun try  need not res is t 
u n t il the armed forces o f an in ­
vader shall have crossed the boun­
dary lin e  o f th is  hemisphere . . .  
T h is  is an u tte r ly  short-sighted 
and dangerous po in t o f v iew .”

The next day Roosevelt came 
out w ith  h is sea pa tro l announce­
ment, w h ich  can be described as 
a “ po licy sho rt o f convoys.”  And 
convoys, i t  is  ta c it ly  understood, 
are no longer “ sho rt of war.”  
Roosevelt denied, in  the face of a ll 
c lear evidence, th a t convoys wero 
being considered. The sea p a tro l 
was the step decided upon in ­
stead a t th is  p a rtic u la r tim e, 
when the Gallup po lls  s t i l l  show 

(Continued on Page 3)
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W rite  to us— te ll us w hat's  go ing  on in  yo u r part of the 
labo r movement— w hat are the w orkers  th in k in g  about?— tell 
*w w hat the bosses are up to— and the G-men and the local cops—  
and the S ta lin is ts— send us tha t s to ry  the cap ita lis t press d idn ’t 
p r in t and that s to ry  they buried o r d istorted— our pages are open 
to you. Le tte rs must c a rry  name and address, but indicate i f  you  
do not w ant y o u r name printed.

Roebling Strikers Fight O ff Police Assault
Picket Line Holds 
Against Hoses 
And Clubs

Textile Workers Meet

Negro Soldiers Offer 
Armed Resistance To 
Nat'l Guard Attack

E D IT O R :
I  have a piece of in te resting  

news from  Port Jackson. On 
A p r i l 20 we were bow ling at T w in  
Lakes w h ich  is now part of the 
m il ita ry  reservation. One of the 
a lley  boys askeil us w hether we 
had seen the M. P-.’s (M ilita ry  Po­
lice ) h u rry in g  by. armed w ith  r io t 
guns. The boy stated tha t there 
was a r io t  at the fo rt, but knew 
no more about it .

The next m orn ing  we heard a ll 
sorts o f rum ors about clashes be­
tween colored and w h ite  troops. 
T h is  was confirmed when the 
newspapers had to give the in c i­
dent p u b lic ity  in  the fo rm  o f a 
statem ent from  the commanding 
officer. I  am enclosing a news 
item  and ed ito ria l fron t the Col­
um bia Record of A p r i l 22.

T h is  is the s tra ig h t s to ry  as 1 
was able to gather i t  from  reliab le  
eye-witness sources.

A  few Negro soldiers were 
sw im m ing  in  a pond on the re­
serva tion w h ich  is devoted to 
th e ir  exclusive use (one form  of 
segregation practiced in  the arm y 
o f “ democracy.” ) Some w h ite  CCC 
boys, who were in  camp near the 
fo r t,  began to use th is  pond and 
seized and ducked one of the Ne­
gro soldiers and alm ost drowned 
h im . A  figh t im m edia te ly ensued.

The other Negro soldiers, being 
g rea tly  outnumbered, sent fo r aid 
and truck-loads o f colored soldiers 
sh o rtly  a rrived  on the scene. The 
fracas became very hot, but was 
f in a lly  broken up through in te r­
ven tion  of a com m anding officer.

W hen the office r’s back was 
tu rned, the w h ite  CCC boys h u r l­
ed rocks a t the Negro soldiers 
and the figh t began a ll over again.

N A T IO N A L  G U A R D  
GOES IN T O  A C T IO N

A  reg im en t of w h ite  Georgia 
N a tiona l Guardsmen had heard of

the f ig h t and had been to ld  th a t 
e igh t w h ite  men had been k illed . 
W ith o u t con firm ing th is  in fo rm a 
tion , they a ll grabbed th e ir  arm s 
and marched to the place where 
the Negroes were stationed and 
im m ediate ly took up battle form a­
tion .

The N ational Guardsmen had 
two machine guns and opened fire 
w ith  these and th e ir  r if le s . A1 
though they were under-armed 
the undaunted Negro soldiers de 
fended th e ir lives, set up barrlcad 
es and returned the fire. The Na 
tia n a l Guard colonel tr ied  to in 
tervene and stop the fight, but war 
shouted down. I. have i t  from  ab 
so lu te ly  re liab le  a u th o rity  that 
the Guardsmen were led by some 
of th e ir  officers.

Upon the th rea t tha t the entire 
30th D iv is ion  w ould m arch on 
them, both sides ceased f ir in g  
F ortuna te ly , no one was seriously 
h u rt.

The s ign ifican t pa rt o f th is  in  
c iden t is the courageous s p ir it  ol 
the Negro soldiers. T h tit they 
fought back in  the deep South is 
astounding. I t  w i l l  give the gen­
eral s ta ff som ething to th in k  a- 
bout. There w i l l  probably be an 
" inves tig a tio n ”  of the m atte r and 
the N a tiona l Guard w i l l  he ex­
onerated.

A  SO LDIER
* « «

The Newspaper clippings 
sent with this letter, although 
very cautiously worded, con­
firm the accuracy of the inci­
dent related.

Once again the fighting cap­
acity of the Negroes is con­
firmed and their growing- re­
fusal to be Jim Crowed and 
kicked around by ignorant 
and reactionary boss-inspired 
whites.

The M IL IT A N T  hails the 
spirit, of resistance of these 
Negro soldiers from F ort Jack- 
son. This spirit, and this spirit 
alone, w ill put ap end to the 
vile system of discrimination 
in the North as well as in the 
South.— Ed.

VINSON ANTI-LABOR MEASURE 
BLOCKED BY UNION PRESSURE

The combined opposition of o r­
ganized labor, in c lud ing  the CIO 
A F L  and R ailroad Brotherhoods, 
la s t week slowed up the Congres­
sional d rive to rush th rough the 
an ti-s trike , open shop V inson B ill.

E ffo rts  o f a pow erfu l bloc of 
Southern Dem ocratic and reac­
tio n a ry  N orthe rn  congressmen tc 
speed the b il l to qu ick  passage 
were blocked when demands of o r­
ganized labor, w ith  CIO President 
P h ilip  M u rra y  tak in g  the lead 
forced the House Rules Commit 
tee to postpone action on the b ill 
pending an open hearing.

Plans of the b i l l ’s sponsors had 
been to jam  the b i l l  has tily  
th rough  the Rules Committee and 
on to the flo o r of Congress by last 
F rid a y . They had predicted it 
would be passed w ith in  two days 
of its  adm ission to the floo r of the 
House.

The b i l l  had been h a s tily  ap­
proved by the House Naval A ffa irs  
Com m ittee a fte r a fa rc ica l two- 
day "hea ring ”  and sent to the 
Rules Committee. V inson, Geor­
g ia  po lltaxer who is cha irm an of 
the N aval A ffa irs  Committee, au­
thored the b ill.

V IN S O N  V IO L A T E S  
H O U S E  PR O C ED U R E

Under questioning before the 
Rules Committee las t Wednesday, 
V inson made the re luc tan t confes­
sion tha t b is  group had deliberate­
ly  v io la ted established House pro­
cedure in  "trespassing”  on the 
ju r is d ic tio n  of the Labor and Jud­
ic ia ry  Committees by ro u tin g  his 
b i l l  around these committees and 
In to  the Naval A ffa irs  Committee 
where V inson fe lt  he would get 
m ore “ cooperation.”

The A d m in is tra tio n  squeezed 
the last drop o f possible "usefu l­
ness”  out of the th rea t of th is  b i ll 
to organized labor when i t  per­
m itted  "in fo rm ed quarters”  to 
make pub lic  the op in ion th a t ac­
tio n  on the b ill depended upon the 
outcome o f the soft coal s tr ike .

T h is  th rea t, i t  was undoubtedly 
fe lt, m ig h t move the m iners to 
accept a hasty and unfavorable 
s tr ik e  settlement.

May Issue Of 
'Fourth Int'l' 
Off The Press

The May issue of the FOURTH 
"IN T E R N A T IO N A L magazine is 
now o ff the press, ava ilable fo r 
May Day d is tr ib u tio n  to its  read 
ers th roughou t the country.

May Day, 1941, is appraised as 
a m ilestone fo r  the Am erican la ­
bor movement in  two outstanding 
artic les  analyz ing the recent 
gains of labor. "Labor on the 
M arch: 1941”  by the ed itors draws 
the lessons of the recent s trikes 
"T he  M ob iliza tion  of Am erican 
Labor: 1939-1940,”  by W illia m  F 
W arde analyzes the eleven-yea- 
grow th of the Am erican labo- 
movement from  a stage of s t if lin g  
craft-un ion ism  to its  present sta­
tus as the strongest labor move­
ment in  the w orld .

L ikew ise featured in  the. Ma- 
issue of the FOURTH IN TE R N A  
T IO N A L  is "H ow  I t  Happened.’ 
the trag ic  s to ry  of S ta lin 's  GPT 
m urder of Leon T ro tsky, as seer 
th rough the eyes of T ro tsky ’; 
w ife, N a ta lia  Sedov.

Leon T ro tsky  is represented l>> 
one o f his most illu m in a tin g  
theoretica l pieces: "T ire  Curve o! 
C apita list Development,”  w ritte n  
in  1923, bu t equally pe rtinen t to 
day. The stenogram of a discus 
sion w ith  T ro tsky  on the problem 
of b u ild in g  a revo lu tiona ry  party 
Is also published.

Other artic les in  th is  m onth ’s 
issue are: "The Perm anent Re 
vo lu tion ,”  by Jack W eber; a 
thesis by the Executive Commit-

TRENTO N, N: J., A p r il 27.— A 
figh ting  p icket line  of thousands 
of workers lias defeated the a t­
tempts o f t lie  bosses and local po­
lice to smash by violence the s tr ike  
of 6,000 members of t lie Steel 
W orkers O rganizing Committee 
(CIO) employed at the plants of 
the Roebling Steel and W ire  Com 
pany here and in  Roebling, New 
Jersey.

W ith  the aid of hundreds of 
un ion brothers from  Trenton, the 
Roebling workers last Tuesday 
ra llied  th e ir  ranks, a fte r company 
police had smashed a th in  picket 
line  by tu rn in g  fou r high pressure 
fire  hoses on the pickets, and forc­
ed tlie  s h e riff of B u rling ton  Coun­
ty  to d isarm  his deputies and take 
them out of town.

P LA N T S  S H U T  DO W N,
S T R IK E  IS  S O LID

Both plants are shut down com­
pletely, a back-to-work movement 
organized by the Company in 
Roebling has been broken, and the 
s tr ike  is more solid than at any 
tim e  since Us beginn ing on A p r il 
25.

Un ion leaders went to W ashing­
ton a fte r Tuesday’s battle  to meet 
w ith  the N a tiona l M ediation 
Board representatives.

The attem pt to smash the s trike  
in  Roebling by violence came a fte r 
the company succeeded in  runn ing  
scabs in to  the plant. The com­
pany took advantage o f a small 
p icke t line  to make th is  attem pt.

T h in k in g  the s tr ik e  broken, the 
company police made th e ir  un­
provoked assault on the handfu l 
o f p ickets Tuesday m orn ing. The 
SWOC leadership was hesitant at 
f irs t and fa iled to ra lly  the s tr ik ­
ers.

W O R KERS J O IN  IN  
D E F E N S E  E F F O R T

A Roebling s tr ik e r cajlcd the 
T ren ton  s tr ike rs  by phone just 
when the T ren ton  w orkers were 
in  a mass meeting. The message 
o f the a ttack e lectrified the pack­
ed m eeting. The T renton workers 
had been demanding action, and 
th is  was the chance. They im m e­
d ia te ly  adjourned th e ir  m eeting 
jumped in to  th e ir  cars, and rush­
ed to Roebling, ten m iles away.

The presence of the hundreds of 
T ren ton  w orkers tu rned the tide. 
Thousands of the local workers 
ra llie d  to the p icket lines. A  hun 
dred o r more police and deputies 
tr ied  to smash the lines w ith  h igh 
pressure hoses, clubs, etc. The 
hoses were slashed. The s triker?  
drove the cops back a fte r a half- 
hour p itched battle.

To save the forces of “ law and 
order,”  the s h e riff ordered a re ­
trea t, then removed the clubs, 
guns and o ther arm s from  his 
men, and fina lly , w ithd rew  them 
out o f town.

C O M P A N Y  D E M A N D S  
S T A T E  TROOPERS

The company pleaded fo r state 
troopers and complained because 
tlie  "Hom e Defense”  guards were 
not ye t commissioned. The SWOC 
issued a statem ent th a t i f  state 
troopers were sent in, the union 
would get the a id  of 5,000 Penn­
sy lvania coal m iners. Governor 
Edison decided not to send troop­
ers.

Roebling is a company town. 
The company had tr ie d  to stop 
union organization, among other 
methods, by th rea ten ing the work 
ers w ith  ev ic tion  from  the com 
pany houses. The tow n ja il is in 
the corpora tion ’s gate house.

The s tr ik e  began in  Trenton 
a fte r the company tr ie d  to m akr 
the w orkers in  Departm ent 7f 
operate s ix  machines instead of 
fou r, and issued an u ltim atum  
th a t the w orkers would have tc 
accept the speed-up “ — or else." 
That " — Or Else”  became the s tr ik  
ers’ chief slogan, which they are 
f la u n tin g  on th e ir  p icket signs.

tee of the F ourth  In te rn a tio n a l on 
the w orkers ’ tasks in  China’s 
struggle fo r independence;- an 
ed ito ria l on the Soviet-Japanese 
pact; and an a rtic le  by V la d im ir 
Iv lev, on tlie  economic cris is  in 
the Soviet Union.

Subway Workers Open Drive 
To Gain N. Y. Public Support
TWU Distributes Million Leaflets;
Explains Stand to Subway Riders

The campaign of the Transport Workers Union (CIO) to 
retain its closed shop contracts on the city-owned New York sub­
ways began in earnest this past week. Refusing to back down 
under the union-busting threats of Mayor La Guardia, who is 
trying to smash the organization of 27,000 subway workers at 
the termination of tlie contracts this June 30, the union is making 
a d irec t appeal fo r  support to  the

Scene at the secoRd bienniel convention of the Textile Workers Union (C IO ) held last week in 
New York City. The delegates were informed th a t  the union now represents some 260,000 work­
ers in over 1,000 firms.

Rieve Covers Hillman's 
Strikebreaking Role

<•>

Textile Union 
Convention 
A W ar Rally

Subscribe to the 
" Fourth International"

The Second B ienn ia l Conven­
t io n  o f the T ex tile  W orkers Union 
of Am erica  (C IO ), held last week 
in  New Y ork  C ity , had more the 
earm arks of a pro-war, pa trio tic  
ra lly  than a labor convention.

R eflecting the policies pursued 
by Sidney H illm a n , the un ion ’s 
re t ir in g  president, the tim e of the 
convention was devoted in  great 
p a rt to arousing (h e . w ar s p ir it, 
boosting the Roosevelt ad m in is tra ­
tion , and p lay ing down labor m il i­
tancy in  favo r q f collaboration 
W ith ,the  governm ent and the em­
ployers.

The convention was organized In 
characteris tic  H illm a n  fashion. 
A ll committees were picked in  ad­
vance by t lie  Executive Council. 
Inv ite d  speakers included boss pol­
itic ians, such as) the President of 
the  C ounc illo r Greater New York, 
who spoke in  place of Mayor La- 
Guardia, who was too busy to ap­
pear because of ac tiv itie s  w o rk­
in g  to bust the T ransport W ork ­
ers Union.

Delegates had no opport.un ty  to 
read the reso lutions before they 
came to the floo r. The Executive 
Council members had the oppor­
tu n ity  to push through a ll reso­
lu tions, even o f the most reaction­
a ry  k ind , because they had speech­
es a ll prepared, and the delegates 
had no chance to. prepare adequate 
Statements on any controversia l 
issue.

Chief reactionary reso lution 
passed was one b a rring  from  union 
posts a l l Nazis. Commi’uW 's and 
"o th e r subversive elements:”  Th is 
w i l l  be used ch ie fly  against onion 
m ilita n ts  who a ttem pt to < > »ose 
the policies o f the H illm an-led 
officials.

R IE V E  FOR SLO W -D O W N  
ON S TR IK E S

E m ile  Rieve, the  new union 
head, in  h is convention, speech, 
gave support to dependence, upon 
m edia tion and o ther employer- 
governm ent devices fo r  s ta llin g  
m ilita n t labor actions. W h ile  urg­
in g  labor to oppose a ll an ti-labor

Tear Gas For “ Defense”
Not a ll the na tiona l income is 

being spent upon shells destin­
ed for, w hat C h u rch ill calls, 
“ the m alignan t hun.” ’ A  good 
share of i t  goes in to  w hat is 
known a s '“ defense of the home 
fro n t”  ( i. e., suppression o f the 
workers).

T h is  week we read a press 
release from  the Duncan Chem­
ical Company announcing en­
thu s ias tica lly  the ■perfecting of 
a tear-gas machine gurii Thé 
advantages o f the new gtm  are 
obvious. “ The gun discharges 
Duncanite, a h ig h ly  effective, 
inv is ib le  tear gas w h ich is cap­
able of in s ta n tly  overpowering 
a man at distances up to 50 
feet,”  the release reads. Ah, an 
inv is ib le  gas! The p icket cap­
ta in  can be knocked out w ith o u t 
anyone know ing who pressed 
the trigger. Buck Rogers 
couldn’t  do bette r than that.

Thé release continues, “ One 
discharge incapacitates a. man 
fo r 30 m inutes.”  Here’s pro­
gress. No more ten or 15 m in ­
ute knockouts. "The gun is 
on ly  10 Inches long,”  the des-

c rip tion  read, “ and fits conven­
ie n tly  in to  the pocket, auto 
glove com partm ent or desk 
drawer. I t  is  constructed of 
b e au tifu lly  finished, forged 
steel and operates by a simple 
tu rn  of its  stainless steel 
nozzle. In  the hands o f the in ­
experienced the Duncan gun is 
safe but e ffective ." There is a 
se lling  po in t. Goon squads are 
sometimes h a s tily  organized 
find the thugs aren’t ' always 
fa m il ia r  w ith  tlie  cumbersome 
and complicated tear gas guns 
now in  use. But. here is a gun 
that is effective “ in  the hands 
of the inexperienced.”  We can 
see a sm ile of satisfaction 
spread over the face o f Henry 
Ford.

Oil yes, we alm ost forgot. 
T h is  descrip tive leafle t was en­
tit le d  “ Tear Gas fo r Defense.”  
And though there Is no ta lk  
here of the "m a lignan t huns,”  
th is  is pa rt of the Am erican de­
fense e ffo rt. The bosses know 
w hat they are defending . . . 
and against whom.

leg is la tion , such as the Vinson 
b ill,  he pu t great stress upon the. 
use of " re s tra in t”  by labor.

He declared th a t labor should’ 
avoid a l l "needless" s trikes, w ith ­
out in d ica tin g  w hat s trikes o f la ­
bor had been “ needless,”  apd then 
to,ok a page from  the employers’ 
guide-book by p o in ting  to “ sub­
versive elements”  who cause 
strikes.

Rieve attacked Rnudsen fo r his 
recept an ti-labor actions and u t­
terances, but com pletely side-step­
ped any m ention o f Sidney H i l l ­
man, h is  own un ion colleague, who 
bps b,een w o rk in g  hand-in-glove 
W ith Knudsen. Rieve gave a com­
plete cover-up to  H illm a n 's  Judas 
acts, against labor as a member 
o f the OPM,

Rieve lauded tim e and again the 
po licy  o f un ion leaders accepting 
appo intive posts on government 
agencies, despite the fac t »that all 
recent events have proved tha t 
un ion leaders in  such posts are

Cannon Speaks At Chicago, Detroit 
And Buffalo Meetings This Week

James P. Cannon, N a tiona l 
Secretary7 o f the Socia lis t W o rk ­
ers T a rty , w i l l  speak a t open 
meetings th is  week in  Chicago, 
D e tro it  and B u ffa lo , Comrade 
Cannon is on the re tu rn  t r ip  
fro m  a cross-country to u r to  the 
W est Coast. F u ll deta ils o f the 
meetings fo r  th is  week are given 
on page 3.

James P. Cannon has been a 
leader in  the s trugg le  fo r  w o rk ­
ers’ r ig h ts  fo r  35 years.

As a fo rm e r m em ber o f the 
I.W .W .. and la te r a Socialist,

Cannon was one o f the  founders 
o f the new Com m unist Move­
m ent in  th is  country . W h ile  
charm an o f the In te rn a tio n a l L a ­
bor Defense he led the g re a t in-, 
te rna tiona l f ig h t fo r  the freedom 
o f Sacco-Vanzetti.

In  1928, convinced th a t S ta lin ’s 
policies were lead ing to  a be tray­
al o f the. w o rld  working-class, 
Cannon jo ined w ith  T ro ts k y  to 
fpund the T ro ts k y is t movement 
to  c a rry  on the s trugg le  fo r  the 

’ princ ip les o f Socialism  and the 
| em ancipation o f the  p ro le ta ria t.

no th ing  bu t captives o f employer- 
dom inated governm ent hoards.

He tr ie d  to ju s t ify  his stand on 
th is  question by asserting falsely 
tha t the governm ent is leaning 
more and more toward labor fo r 
help and advice.

I t  would be incorrect, however, 
to judge the ran k  and file o f Tex­
t i le  workers by the words and 
actions o f the leadership at th is  
convention. The fac t tha t the con­
ven tion  report revealed tha t the 
un ion has grown to over 260,000 
members indicates the m ilita n t 
character o f the te x tile  workers.

Harlem Branch 
Plans Opening

The Harlem branch of the 
Socialist- Workers Party w ill 
open its headquarters in the 
center of Harlem a t 72f West 
125th Street. Saturday night. 
May 10, with a bang-up house­
warming.

During the past weeks the 
headquarters have been reno­
vated and decorated in prepar­
ation for the opening.

Dancing, refreshments, and 
a ra ffle  w ill feature the even­
ing’s entertainment. F irst 
prize in the ra ffle  is a $5 bill. 
Second and third prizes are 
combined subscriptions t o 
T H E  M IL IT A N T  and t h e  
F O U R T H  IN T E R N A T IO N A L .

A ll friends of the SW P in 
Harlem  are invited to join in 
making this housewarming 
one that w ill long be remem­
bered.

m illio ns  o f w orker-subw ay users.
The f irs t  m illio n  o f un ion le a f­

lets, exp la in ing  the un ion ’s side 
in the subway controversy, was 
delivered to  subway goers th is  
week. The p lan is to  d is tr ibu te  
m any m illio ns  o f these and o ther 
union lea fle ts  in  the next two 
months.

In  defense o f its  demands fa r  
the con tinuation  o f the present 
union conditions on the subways, 
the T W U  declared in  its  s ta te ­
m ent:

‘ Through the muon we achiev­
ed freedom. Freedom from an in­
human seven-day work week, 
from the twelve-.hour day, from  
the yellow dog company union 
contract.

"Through the union we won a 
six-day week . (although most 
people today work only 5 days). 
We won wage improvements. We 
won vacations w ith pay, a union 
medical plan and other benefits.

“W hat we won were the things 
that working people strive for 
everywhere. We had to strive 
hard to raise our standard of liv ­
ing.”

C IT Y  V IO L A T E S  
CO NTRACTS

The statem ent 'then shows w h a t 
La  G uard ia and the Board o f 
T ransp orta tio n  have been doing 
in  the past year to  destroy un ion 
conditions on the subways.

“Ten months ago the city paid 
$340,000,000 for the bankrupt 
private corporations which oper­
ated the subways and elevated 
railways. A t that time we were 
promised that we would get many 
things under civil service.

“ W hat did ge get?
“ Mgny transit workers had 

their pay cut. The seven-day 
work week is being brought back. 
Hundreds of men have been laid  
off. Our seniority rights have 
been violated. Promotions guar­
anteed to, us in contracts have 
been denied. Five to nine per cent 
is being deducted from our pay 
for pensions we had nothing to 
say about.

“In  short, tfie city is ruthless­
ly violating labor agreements. 
The right of labor to bargain col­
lectively is being denied.

“On the other hand, highly paid 
members of the Board of Trans- 
'portation had their fa t salaries 
boosted 3.3 lj3  per cent.”

The union . s ta tem ent then 
po in ts ou t how the' w o rkers  have 
sought, to . ge t. th e ir  r ig h ts  
th rough  peaceful negotia tions.

"Patiently we petitioned the 
Board of Transportation for re ­
dress of our grievances. Presi­
dent Philip A. M urray, of the 
CIO, appealed to the Mayor for 
redress of our grievances. But to 
no avail.”

A fte r  showing how the  un ion 
has been denied even nego tia tions 
w ith  the c ity , the sta tem ent ap­
peals to  the New  Y o rk  m illio ns  
to begin a cam paign o f le tte rs  to  
La G uard ia dem anding th a t he 
meet w ith  the union com m ittee to 
negotiate a union con tract.

A P P E A L  TO W ORKERS
In  add ition  to  d irec t lite ra tu re  

d is tr ib u tio n , the un ion has an­
nounced two1 rad io  broadcasts 
weekly, M onday and Tuesday 
evenings, over one o f the  sm a lle r 
local stations, to  acqua int the 
w orkers w ith  the t ru th  about the 
subway s itua tion .

D u rin g  the ne x t few  weeks 
tw elve s tree t corner ra llie s  w i l l  
be held in  various sections o f  the 
c ity , to  be clim axed by a huge 
pub lic  ga th e rin g  a t M adison 
Square Garden.

This heightened union a c tiv ity  
has forced the Board o f T rans­
p o rta tio n  to take several hasty 
steps to  cover up its  s tr ikeb rea k ­
in g  plans and to  a tte m p t to w in  
back its  ra p id ly  w a n in g  support 
fro m  those sections o f the  pub lic  
w h ich its  ly in g  propaganda was 
able to  influence.

BOARD G IV E S  “CR UM BS”
The Board la s t week announced 

its  in ten tions  o f equa liz ing  pay 
ra te s von the various subway lines. 
The upion has been ham m ering 
aw ay a t the unequal h o u rly  ra tes 
paid fo r  the same type  o f  w ork . 
Women tic k e t agents h a v e  
been p a rtic u la r ly  d iscrim inated 
against, being pa id as lo w  as 39 
cents an hour. However, the 
Board has no t rpafie c lear w he th ­
e r th is  equa liza tion w i l l  app ly  to 
the women w orkers.

U n ion o ffic ia ls  have character­
ized th is  as m ere ly  another 
“ crum b”  in the desperate e ffo rts  
o f the Board to stave o f f  a sub­
w ay s tr ik e  and deny the un ion its  
closed shop contract., h ig h e r w ag­
es and o th e r m a jo r im prove­
ments.

M A Y  D A Y  
C E LE B R A T IO N S

L a rge s t o f the M ay Day 
bundles were ordered by New 
Y ork, Chicago, Boston, St. Paul, 
P h ilade lph ia  and B u ffa lo , We 
look fo rw a rd  to nex t week’s news 
o f how these branches organized 
special M ay Day a c t iv ity  w ith  
T H E  M IL IT A N T . W rite  in  your 
experiences, comrades!

6-PAG ER C O N T IN U E S  
TO  D R A W  C O M P LIM E N T S

S A N  PEDRO, C a lif.— Comrade 
G. w r ite s : “ The new 6-pager is 
ve ry  good and g e ttin g  b e tte r  a ll 
the tim e. Those tw o  e x tra  pages 
sure make a w o rld  o f d iffe re n ce !”

B A C K  B IL L S ,
B A C K  B I L L S . . .

There ’s a season fo r  increasing 
subscrip tions, the re ’s a season fo r  
increasing bundle orders . . .  bu t 
sooner o r la te r the season arrives 
when the  branches ju s t have to 
check over th e ir  finances and get 
busy increasing th e ir  re m itta n c ­
es to  th is  office.

O ur M ich igan  comrades, in th is  
regard  m ust be called to  p a rtic ­
u la r account. W e know  th a t 
money is  scarce and money 
troubles p le n tifu l. B u t comrades,

our troub les ride  on the same 
g raph ! F lin t  has an accumulated 
back b i l l  o f  $55.75, every do lla r 
o f w h ich is being badly missed in  
th is  office a t the present tim e. 
D e tro it, w h ich  fo r  m any m onths 
was a s ta r account in  our books, 
has pe rm itted  its e lf  to  ru n  up a 
back b il l o f $50.00.

Toledo and Youngstown, lik e ­
wise good payers, are p e rm ittin g  
themselves to s lip  behind w ith  
back b ills  o f $19.90 and $15.00 
respectively.

A n  old cancer in  th is  office, 
the San Francisco back b ill,  is 
s low ly ' being cu t away, b u t i t  s t i l l  
am ounts to the bloated sum o f 
$46,57. H ow  about c u ttin g  i t  
away w ith  one sharp blow?

Philadelph ia , w ith  commend­
able Bolshevik s p ir it  has refused 
a ll o ffe rs  o f assistance fro m  the 
N a tion a l Office, and is determ ­
ined to  pay up its  old, old back 
b il l o f  $46.80. I f  on ly  F lin t  would 
tu rn  in  an equa lly  f irm  resolve, 
likew ise backed up by hard 
cash . . .

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party
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Sparrows Point, Bethlehem Steel Company Town, 
Is Beginning To Yield To Unionizing Drive
What Life Is like Now In One of the Last Strongholds 
Of Bethlehem's Company Unionism

Picket Against Jim 
C row In Arms Shops

beauty imposed on a background 
o f nature. Reflected in  the waters 
of these ne ighboring creeks are 
the m ost modern steel edifices, in 
w h ich  over 25.000 workers todaj 
to il to produce the basic product 
o f in dus tria lism .

W ith in  the center of th is  giant 
p lan t lies the l i t t le  company town. 
Sparrows Point. Here in  hundreds 
o f dism al, ram shackle company- 
owned board houses live  thou­
sands o f workers, whose la^or 
makes Bethlehem Steel the second 
largest steel producer in  America.

A SEETHING VQI.CAXO
T h is  v illag e  scenis peaceful on 

the  surface. B u t it. is a seething 
volcano w ith in . I t  encloses the 
b it te r  lives of thousands of men 
and women who have stored w ith ­
in  th e ir  breasts the accumulated 
hatred o f decades of exp lo ita tion 
in  Eugene (»race's infamous 
"A m erican  W ay.”

E ve ry  inch o f Sparrows P o in t 
is  owned by the corporation, 
every house, every store, every 
blade o f grass.
In  one isolated section of town, 

separated by several blocks of va­
cant lo ts  from  the rest o f the 
houses, live, the fam ilies  of Ne­
gro workers. These stand out by 
reason o f th e ir  unspeakable d ila ­
p ida tion , conspicuous even in the 
m idst o f general squalor. F u rthe r 
in  the tow n are the dwellings of 
the  whites, on ly  a s lig h t degree 
be tte r than those of. the segregat­
ed Negro workers.

Even the m iserable wages paid 
the Sparrows Point, w orkers are 
taken back from  them by the com 
pany through exo rb itan t rents. In 
add ition , the company can in t im i 
date and enslave the workers w ith  
the  th re a t of ev ic tion  w ith o u t a 
m om ent’s notice.

T H E  C O M P A N Y  STORE
N ot m erely the w o rke r’s shelter 

b u t h is  food, c lo th lu g  and other 
necessities o f li fe  are en tire ly  in 
the  hands of the company. The 
one and on ly  trade center, s itu a t­
ed across the street from  the 
B last Furnace entrance, is the 
scandalous company store. Here 
the  w orkers are compelled to buy 
and pay any price the company 
exacts. A nd these prices are kept 
so h igh tha t the w orker's  wager 
cannot pay fo r the most meager 
necessities.

The company is glad to "rem  
edy”  th is  cond ition  —  not by in 
creasing wages and reducing 
prices, o f course — but by extend­
in g  "c re d it.”  The w orkers’ debts 
are system atica lly  deducted from 
th e ir  pay checks —  another “ con­
venience”  provided by the com 
pany. In  th is  fashion, hundreds 
o f w orkers  end up the week or 
m onth w ith  no pay checks a t a ll 
They s im p ly  get a statem ent tha t 
th e ir  debts to the company store 
have consumed th e ir  en tire  earn­
ings. Thus these w orkers are re­
duced to  li te ra l slavery, w ith  no 
money of th e ir  own, chained by 
debt to the company, unable to 
escape except a t the r is k  of im ­
m ediate starvation.

In  case o f strikes, the company 
can starve out the s tr ike rs  by cut­
t in g  o if  th e ir  c red it a t the com­
pany store. T h is  ex to rtio n  device 
was used in  the recent s tr ik e  in  
the Sparrows P o in t shipyard.

M A IN T A IN IN G  “ L A W  
A N D  O RDER”

No de ta il of contro l over the 
w orkers o f Sparrow Point is over­
looked by Eugene Orace, inc lud­
in g  the preservation of “ law  and o r­
der.”  In  the very center of the com­
m un ity , a t the corner o f 4th and 
D Streets, stands the sm all but 
im pressive cou rt and police sta­
tio n . The police, supervised by 
company men, have powers which 
w ould make any big  c ity  cop 
green w ith  envy. There is no real 
d is tin c tio n  between p lan t and 
tow n  police. A ny w o rke r who 
"m isbehaves”  in  the p lan t, is not 
m ere ly  escorted from  the p la n t by 
the p lan t police, but is arrested 
and th row n  in  the town ja il.  This 
police power is restric ted  to use 
against workers, and not against 
foremen o r company officia ls. A 
company m agistra te  then gives 
the  arrested w o rke r a “ t r ia l . ”

Em ployed g t the Sparrows P o in t 
p la n t are 20,000 steel w orkers and

At the end of a winding road twelve miles from Baltimore 
stands a lo ll bridge leading lo the huge properly o f the Beth­
lehem Steel Corporation known as Sparrows Point. Maryland.

On the other side of the bridge I cjoiti the gigantic steel mills 
of llie largest section of Eugene Grace’s metallic empire. Between 
the colossal steel structures o f the various plant units there re­
main glinting waters and the remnants o.f jpajestic forests, an
im pressive p ic tu re  of macliine-age .  ~ ~  , , . . . . .  7^ ~~'-

5,000 sh ipb u ild in g  workers, m ak­
in g  one of the largest steel pay­
ro ll forces in  the U n ited States. 
O f these, some 6.000 are Negroes, 
m any im ported from  the deep 
South. There are thousands of na­
tive  born workers from  V irg in ia  
and Pennsylvania, and other thou­
sands o f Ita lians , Poles, Greeks 
and Finns'.

Because-of the tremendous p lan t 
expansion in  recent yeayg, m ^ny 
of the w orkers must liye  outside 
Sparrow Point. Some live  in  peac­
hy villages, in c lud in g  the l i t t le  
J im  Crow tow n o f D undalk. The 
m a jo rity  of those who do not live  
in  Sparrows P o in t reside in  Ija l- 
tim ore .

T ro lle y  fare to and from  B a lti­
more is 20 cents each way. T h is  
is 40 cents a day out o f the pay 
envelopo. I f  the w o rke r manages 
to gat hold o f a “ ja loppy,’’ he s t i l l  
has to pay o ff to the company in 
order to cross the to ll bridge lead­
ing  in to  the p lant.

PROBLEMS OF 
ORGANIZATION 

Sparrows Point, the largest u n it 
of Bethlehem Steel, presents some 
in d iv id u a l organ izationa l prob­
lems d u rin g  th is  period of war 
production. Aside from  the. sh ip­
b u ild in g  section, much of the pro­
duction Is no t d ire c tly  fo r  war 
purposes. I ts  products include 
ch ie fly  rods, w ire , nails, pipes, 
sheet, s tr ip  steel and, t in . P rio r to 
the all-ou t “ na tional defense”  
spending, th is  w o rk  was so par­
celled out to the other plants and 
steel companies tha t the “ P o in t” 
workers had a long period of part- 
tim e w o rk  o r o u trig h t unem ploy­
ment.

Technological im provements dur- 
tlng  the past period have made un­
em ployment and part-tim e w ork a 
con tinu ing  th rea t. The new con 
tinuous s tr ip  m il l has th row n  hun­
dreds of t in  m il l  tyorkers out of 
jobs. The continuous Buttw e ld 
pipe-m aking system, tw ice  as fast 
as the old sty le  m il l  has in fro ; 
duced part-tim e w o rk  fo r hundreds 
of the pipe m il l workers, These 
are bat two of many s im ila r  job- 
destroying methods w hich have 
been Introduced.

In  add ition  tq a ll these factors, 
the company has m ainta ined its  
company union, the Employes 
Representation Plan, to hold the 
workers down. T h is  fink  ou tfit 
has not on ly pers is tently  a ttem pt­
ed to block genuine un ion iza tion , 
but has helped the company 
m a in ta in  its  d isc rim in a to ry  prac­
tices against various groups of 
the workers, p a rtic u la r ly  the Ne­
groes. The E R P  has backed the 
company in  its  po licy o f placing 
the Negroes in  the hardest, most 
dangerous, lowest-paying jobs.

In d u s tr ia l accidents and fa : 
ta lk ie s  are so frequen t a t 
Sparrows, P o in t th a t the  am ­
bulance- is  called the  “ M«a( 
W agon.”  The speed-up has 
reached such a crue l pace th a t 
“ P o in t”  w orkers frequ en tly  te ll 
Job-seekers, “ S (  i  c k around, 
hoys. Spmebpdy’ l l  b<f k illed  any 
m inu te  now, and the re ’l l  be 
another job  open.”

B u t the day o f un lim ite d  Beth­
lehem Steel oppression Is draw ing

rap id ly  to an end, even at its  v i l ­
est spot, Sparrows Point.

Even before the recent s tr ik k  
v ic tories  in  Bethlehem, Johns­
tow n and Lackawanna, the Spar­
rows P o in t workers wave begin­
n in g  to make ra p id  headway w ith  
th e ir  un ion and press the com­
pany back. They established tl\ree 
new union offices and a function ­
in g  organ ization m achinery w ith ­
in  the plants. U n ion a c tiv ity  and 
m ilita n c y  rose at unprecedented 
speed. Successful stoppages liaye 
taken place, and more are certa in 
to fo llow .

T ha  fortress of Bellkehem  Steel 
has already been breached at three
m a jo r points. The workers 9,f
Sparrows P o in t are preparing to 
sha tte r i t  a ltogether. W hat the 
workers of Bethlehem. Jiobustown 
and Lackawanna have been able 
to do, the Sparrows Point workers 
know they can do as well.

N o th in g  w il l  stop them  when 
they s tr ike — and th a t s tr ik e  is 
com ing, unless the  company 
yie lds in  advance— fo r  they w ill 
f ig h t w ith  a s p jr it  o f vengeance 
which decades o f s u ffe r in g  
have” graven in  th e ir  hearts.

Conventions went by the board when these m embers of the International Indies Garment 
Workers (A F L )  picketed in their underwear a t th e  strike-bound Appalachian M ills in Knoxville, 
Tennessee. This new idea in picketing and the prominent banners, “ I lost my pants at the A p­
palachian M ills,” helped bring a speedy union victory-

General Motors Strike Postponed

New Y o rk ’s gold coast looked 
startled  last Saturday a t the sight 
o f a p icke t line  around Rockefel­
le r  Center —  and a blapk and 
w h ite  p icke t line  a t th a t! Plac­
ards procla im ed slogans such as, 
"B u lle ts  D raw  No Color L ine ; 
Bulle t-M akers Do." "D ow n w ith  
J im  Crow,”  “ A  Real Democracy 
Draws No Color L in e ."  The de­
m onstra tion was part of a na tion ­
wide protest sponsored by the Na­
tiona l Association fo r the Advance­
ment of Colored People against 
d isc rim in a tio n  in  the defense in ­
dustries.

The pickets were amused at the 
attem pts o f one thick-pecked cop 
to convince them  th a t Rockefeller 
was th e ir  friend . “ A ren ’ t  you 
people ashamed of yourselves, — 
acting  th is  way toward Rockel’el 
le r who lias always helped the 
Negro people?”  T tie scorn fu l re­
action o f the pickets im plied how 
w e ll they understood that Rocke­
fe lle r is no fr ien d  of the irs.

T a llu la h  Bankhead, noted stage 
and screen actress, rem arked 
w h ile  passing the line, “ I ’m a ll 
fo r  you; keep up the figh t.”  Miss 
Bankhead’s fa the r was the no tor­
ious labor-hating senator from  
Georgia. A pparen tly  labor-hating 
is not he red ita ry  even in  a south­
ern Bourbon fam ily .

N ext Jack A ltm an, one of the 
form er leaders of the Socialist 
Party, entered the plaza. .Upon 
seeing the placards and the p icket

(Continued fro m  page 1) 
Thomas, leadership at the UAW 
convention In July.

R euther and Thomas, driven 
both by ra n k  and file  pressure, 
and by th e ir  own factiona l needs, 
were forced to meet the CM cor­
po ra tion ’s stubborn refusal to 
g ra n t con tract ifttp.rovements w ith  
the th re a t of a s trike . They had 
to get some gains, both to meet 
Ins is tent ra n k  and file  demands, 
and to make a record fo r  thet> 
group.

R E U T H E R  BOWS 
B EFO RE OPM

On the o ther hand, Reuther 
showed from  the f irs t  days of the 
s tr ik e  threat, th a t he was most oj 
a ll kn u ck lin g  down to the Govern 
m ental apparatus, the OPM o! 
H illm an-Knudsen, when he aD 
nounced th a t no w ar productio r 
w ork  in  GM would be struck. This 
was tan tam ount to g iv in g  up the 
s tr id e  weapon in  w ar orders work, 
w ith o u t the affected workers 
themselves having a th in g  to say 
about it .

U n ion m ilita n ts  rea lize tha t th is  
fo rm u la  sets a bad precedent; i t  
teveals th a t the UAW  leadership 
has given ground on the issue pt 
“ defense”  s trikes, and demons­
tra tes i t  is  ready to. cap itu la te  on 
th a t issue. R euther’s stand has 
disoriented and confused many 
GM workers, and has aroused the 
resentm ent of the advanced, sec­
tions o f the local unions, who 
themselves do not feel inclined (o 
give any guarantees, th a t they w ill 
not s tr ik e  i f  necessary fo r  decent 
wages and w o rk in g  conditions in 
arm s plants, on w ork  from  which 
the corpora tion makes ju s t as 
great i f  not greater pro fits thf^n 
elsewhere.

As In  the Ford negotiation^, the 
In te rn a tio n a l Leadership, of (he 
UAW  has pu b lic ly  w h ittle d  away 
its  demands, in  th is  case even be­
fore a s trike .

The o rig in a l demands as dxawn 
up a t the GM conference in  De­
t r o i t  included among its  m ajor 
po in ts the demand fo r a ten cent 
b lanket wage increase, a union 
shop, a shop steward system, a 60-

Negro Soldier Lynched, War Dep't 
Ignores NAACP Inqu iry  Demand

Two weeks ago, the body of 
P riva te  F e lix  I la l l ,  a Negro sol­
d ie r o f Montgomery, Alabama, 
was found hanging to a tree ou t­
side of F o rt Bennings, Georgia. 
P riva te  H a ll, a member o f Com­
pany “ E ”  24th In fa n try , stationed 
a t F o r t Bennings, Georgia, had 
been m issing about a m onth from  
the a rm y camp before his body 
was discovered.

The N a tiona l Association foi' 
the Advancement of Cplored Ppo 
pie is u rg in g  a complete inves ti­
gation of the death of Private 
H a ll. They have w ritte n  to Presi 
dent Roosevelt and Secretary of 
W ar Stimson asking "action  deem­
ed necessary to discover and pun­
ish the perpetra tors o f th is  
crim e.”

The NAACP branded the k il l in g  
o f P riva te  H a ll as a lynch ing  and 
in  its  le tte r to Secretary Stimson 
stated: “ We feel ce rta in  tha t th,e 
war departm ent does not w ish the 
crim e o f lyn ch in g  to be perpe­
tra ted  on the reservation of one 
o f its  la rgest forts, in  connection 
w ith  the tra in in g  of an arm y sup 
posgdly fo r  the defense of deinop- 
racy.”

The wan departm ent so fa r, how 
ever, has no t evidenced the s lig h t­
est concern over the death of P r i­
vate H a ll. A  lyn ch in g  o ff the. a r­
m y reservation o r up —  I t ’g all 
pa rt of the. J im  Crow system 
Which the w a r departm ent is de- 

J.dicated to uphold.

day sen io rity  clause instead of j In  the statem ent issued Satur-1 Nevertheless, tlie  GM workers 
the  cu rre n t 6-month clause fo r  ; day A p r i l 26, agreeing to a rb itra te  i have indicated tha t they feel they
new employes, ¥25 a week pay fo r 
drafted workers and the 8.0 hour 
vacation w ith  pay instead of the 
curren t 40 hour clause.

R E U T H E R  CU TS D E M A N D S
In  his pub lic  address in  F lin t 

A p r i l 20th, Reuther cut out of 
Kis report of the negotiations a ll 
m ention o f the 60-day sen io rity  
demand, and p f the demand! fo r 
$25 weekly pay fo r draftees. The 
delegates to the GM conference 
who had draw n them up were not 
to ld w hat happened to these de­
mands.

Reuther placed his m ain stress 
on the demands fo r: 1, the wo?e 
increase; 2. increased powers fo r 
the um p ire; 3. the un ion shop; 4. 
the question o f a changed hospi­
ta liza tion  p lan to give members 
more protection.

T h a t is to say, on A p r i l 20 Reu­
th e r gave notice th a t he had given 
up some o f the m ajor demands, 
w ith o u t the au thoriza tion  of the 
General Motors locals, o r the de­
legates to the GM conference, who, 
according to  the decision reached 
a t the February conference, were 
to be consulted on the question 
o f negotiations before any final 
decisions were made.

Tbe pub lic ly  anounced lis t  pf 
demands were im portan t enough 
however, in  spite of the omissions, 
to insp ire  the tremendous s trike  
vote.

A fte r  the s tr ike  vote, the same 
process o f w h it t l in g  away the de­
mands went on.

the dispute w ith  the N a tiona l Me- are en titled  to substantia l inereaset 
d ia tio n  Board, the UAW  Execu­
tive  Board gave out a new state­
ment of its  demands. T h is  state­
ment demanded the ten cent wage 
increase as before, an$ also f la t ly  
demanded an increase in  tbe pow­
ers o f the um pire (a safe demand 
since i t  is  one the corporation 
Should have no qualms In g ra n t­
in g ). However, on the un ion shop 
issue the demand was stated in 
ambiguous term s w hich leaves 
room fo r some k ind  o f compromise 
fo rm ula . The statem ent reads,
“ O ur record o f re sp on s ib ility  in  
our re la tions w ith  the corporation 
and the overw helm ing support of 
our union, en title  i t  to a greater 
degree o f un ion recogn ition ."

a ll along the line, both in  wages 
and in  un ion  r ig h ts  in  the plant. 
Many m ilita n ts  in  local unions 
are preparing to figh t against any. 
k in d  o f agreement w h ich does not 
include th e ir  necessary demands 
and needs, as drawn up in  con 
tra c t  fo rm  a t the F ebruary  8th 
Conference.

I f  some k ind  of compromise 
agreement emerges fro m .th e  Ma;. 
2nd a rb itra tio n  w ith  the N ational 
M ed ia tion Board, i t  w i l l  have to 
be good to sa tis fy  the rank and

line  he rem arked, "You f ilth y  
Com m unists are everywhere!“  
A ltm an  p roud ly  refers to h im se lf 
as “ A m erica ’s Num ber Ofie W ar- 
Monger.”  A ny  m il ita n t  protest 
against the J im  Crow- conditions 
th a t p reva il under cap ita lis t de­
mocracy im m edia te ly  brings his 
red-ba iting  to tlie  bo ilin g  point.

The pickets marched from  nine 
A. M. u n t il one in  the afternoon. 
Police a ttem pt to keep them out 
o f the street b isecting t he plaza on 
the grounds tha t th is  was priva te  
prope rty  belonging to the house of 
Rockefeller. B ut tw ice the p icke t 
lin e  marched r ig h t  down th is  
street. “ Hey, you can’t do th a t! ”  
yelled the police. They made no 
attem pt, however, to use physical 
violence against the pickets, con­
ten tin g  themselves w ith  t ry in g  to 
tu rn  tlie  colored members of the 
dem onstration against tlie  w h ite  
pickets by a rgu ing  th a t the whites 
were “ com m unists”  w ho would 
lead the Negroes to no good end.

C u rtis  W rig h t and Sperry G yr­
oscope were the two w ar indus­
tr ies  w ith  offices in  Rockefeller 
Center against whom ll ie  pickets 
demonstrated. B rew ster A irc ra ft  
w ith  offices a t 6 East 45 St. is 
also on the lis t  of corporations 
being picketed by the NAACP. 
Brew ster sent a le tte r to the 
NAACP pro testing  th a t i t  does 
not d iscrim ina te  against Negroes. 
They were unable, however, to ad­
duce a sing le  fac t in  th e ir  le tte r  
in  support of th is  contention.

Patrol Last Step 
'Short O f W ar'

(Continued fro m  page 1)
a sizeable section of the popula­
tion  opposed to tha t fina l, fa te fu l 
step.

L e t i t  be p la in : the U. S. if  
a lready in  the war. W hat these 
various maneuvers add up to is 
s im p ly t lie  fina l, ca re fu lly  ealeu 
lated strategy to b ring  the U. S. 
in to  m il ita ry  operations in  the 
most advantageous possible, man-

happen. Unless the corporation 
comes a long way in  m eeting the 
w orkers ’ demands, the workers 
w i l l  be forced to s tr ik e  despite tlie

Instead of asking fo r the shop ! cow ard ly tactics of Reutber-Tho
steward system, as before, th is  
Statement says. “ We propose to 
strengthen hand ling  and e lim in a ­
tio n  of grievances in  the plants 
where they o rig ina te .”

T h is  is a fay c ry  from  the de­
mand fo r a steward system us 
drawn up a t tbe GM Conference 
in  February,

The statem ent’s l is t  o f demands 
also includes a demand fo r an Im ­
proved hosp ita liza tion  plan.

GM M IL IT A N T S  
ON T H E  A L E R T

Thus the. stake fo r  w h ich the 
un ion is preparing  its  figh t lias 
been reduced by the Reuther-Tlio- 
mas negotiators, who, under gov­
ernm ental pressure, have re trea t­
ed day by day.

file . I t  is no t yet clear w hat w i l l  I ner. Mass reaction in  thishhoun
t r y  is one great factor in  these 
calcula tions. Also, however, there 
is the question of ca lcu la ting  the. 
course o f the w ar on its  d iffe r 
ent fronts.

W ashington knows tha t Japan 
is w a tch ing naryow ly, w a itin g  lo r 
the U. S. N avy to become engaged 
in  the A tla n tic , before p lunging 
ahead im  the South Pacific. Wash 
ing ton  has to consider a w ar stra 
tegy th a t g ird les the globe and 
to keep in  m ind th a t its  present 
naval forces do not a llow  so w id f 
a d is tr ib u tio n  i f  m a jor action i f  
in  view.

B u t th a t is  ju s t the po in t. Let 
no one be deluded tha t there is 
s t i l l  the poss ib ility  o f any choice 
about U. S. en try  in to  the im per­
ia lis t con flic t as an active be lli­
gerent. The on ly  th in g  th a t rea l­
ly  rem ains to he determ ined in 
the high councils of those who 
ru le  our destiny is the when and 
the how.

The big bosses of Am erica are 
speaking out th e ir  w i l l  in  public. 
Jc^in D. Rockefeller, Thomas La- 
m ont o f the House of Morgan,

mas.
Should a s tr ik e  ensue, i t  would 

no doubt be a 100% solid s trike . 
The w orkers in  GM are w e ll-o r­
ganized. They are also experienc­
ed and ready.

In  any case, .-the whole course 
of the GM negotiations has shown 
to the th in k in g  m ilita n ts  In the 
local unions tha t they m ust de­
mand more of a voice in  such ne­
gotiations. They m ust also bu ild  
up a new leadership from  the 
ranks tha t can resist the pressur­
es of th is  period and go forw ard 
to achievb new gains. These can 
be won, provided the leadership is 
courageous and tru ly  representa­
tive  o f the membership and its 
wishes.

W endell W illk ie  o f W a ll Street... 
and a l l  th e ir  eelioes in  the dove­
cotes of ll ie  lib e ra l pacifists and 
preachers...are dem anding con­
voys j tow, action now, w a r now.

The demand lias become so im ­
mediate, so urgent, tha t even the 
pacifists o f ll ie  Socialist P a rty  
skeleton . . . Reinhold N iebuhr 
and Jack A ltm an  and Company.... 
have hopped on the bandwagon 
openly favo ring  war... now. We 
sha ll deal w ith  these la tte r  more 
fu lly  in  ou r next issue . . . b lit  
we know  from  long experience 
tha t when these last rodents scur­
ry  from  the foundering  sh ip  of 
peace, the w a r has t ru ly  come 
close.

The question . . . the on ly  ques­
tio n  now is : how best to prepare 
ourselves in  th is  w ar s itua tion , 
how best to tra in  and organize 
ourselves fo r the battles th a t are 
to come, no t the battles o f the 
bosses fo r th e ir  profits, but the 
battles of the workers fo r  the so­
c ia lis t reconstruction of the 
world . For our part, we demand 
m il ita ry  tra in in g  under contro l o f 
the trade unions and special 
t ra in in g  o f w orkers as officers. 
T h is  is the road tow ard prepar­
ation fo r  the real figh t against 
Fascism, a t home and abroad. 
W hat Roosevelt and the rest o ffe r 
us is  blood and sweat fo r  im per­
ia lis t  pelf. W hat we declare now 
is : blood is to be shed. Le t us 
make certa in  i t  is  shed in  the 
cause o f bu ild in g  a better world , 
a socia lis t world .

Negro Labor Group To Celebrate 
Victory In  Winning Bus Jobs

To celebrate its  v ic to ry  over 
the F if th  Avenue Bus Company 
and the New Y ork  Omnibus Cor­
poration, the U n ited Negro Bus 
Association of Harlem  is organiz­
in g  a v ic to ry  parade and mass 
ra l ly  on Saturday, May 3. The 
H arlem  branch o f the Socialist 
W orkers P a tty , along w ith  other 
organizations in  H arlem , w i l l  pa r­
tic ipa te  in  the parade and meet­
ing.

The parade is scheduled t-o fo rm  
at 1 p. m. a t the Abyssin ian B apt­
is t Church a t 332 West 138 St. 
I t  w i l l  then proceed along the 
m ain avenues and streets of H a r­
lem to Dorrence Brooks Square,

137th St. and St„ N icholas Ave­
nue where the mass ra l ly  w i l l  be 
held.

A fte r  a m on th ’s m il ita n t p ick ­
e ting  of bus stops in  Harlem , the 
two bus companies Conceded a 
contract to the H arlem  organiza­
tion , which was countersigned by 
the T ransport W orkers Union 
(C IO ). T h is  contract calls fo r em­
ploym ent o f 70 Negro mechanics, 
100 Negro bus-drivers, and 50 per 
cent o f a ll add itiona l employees 
a t the ra tio  of one Negro fo r ope 
w h ite  person u n t il Negroes com­
prise 17 per cent o f a ll the w o rk ­
ers employed by the bus compa­
nies.
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British “Democracy” In  Ind ia---A n Eyewitness Report
A n  Uncensored, Exclusive 
Story O f War Conditions

F o r many months, B r it is h  im peria lism  has imposed an alm ost 
im penetrab le  censorship over a ll news from  Ind ia . Occasionally 
some b r ie f d ispatch from  Ind ia  appears in  the Am erican press, w ith  
the  obvious im p r in t o f the o ffic ia l B r it is h  propaganda m in is try . 
“ A l l ’s w e ll,”  cries the B r it is h  governm ent. “ The Ind ian  peoples are 
g iv in g  loya l support to the E m p ire ’s w a r e ffo rts .”

Am erican fo re ign  news com m entators, such as Lu dw ig  Lore of 
the N E W  YO RK POST, have been supp ly ing  the Am erican pepple 
w ith  “ in te rp re tiv e ”  analyses o f w ha t goes on in  Ind ia  behind the 
black ve il o f B r it is h  censorship. T h e ir analyses show a s tr ik in g  con­
fo rm ity  w ith  B r it is h  governm ent press releases, whose “ op tim ism ”  
grows as th e ir  “ fac ts ”  sh rink .

W ha t is the tru th  about Ind ia? The M IL IT A N T  herew ith  pre­
sents the firs t eye-witness account, to appear in  the Am erican labor 
press o f what has been happening since the w ar in  the greatest 
colony o f the B r it is h  Em pire, where over 350,000,000 hum an beings 
are p repa ring  to  cast o f f  the B r it is h  Im p e ria l bondage which they 
have suffered fo r  three centuries.

The g ive r o f the in te rv ie w  is a young A m erican sa ilo r who has 
ju s t  re turned a fte r  a five months voyage to  the  F a r E ast on an 
A m erican fre ig h te r de live rin g  supplies to  the Burm a Road a t Ran­
goon. He spent a m onth v is it in g  the p rin c ip a l c ities and po rts  in  
Ind ia .

H e observed Ind ia  w ith  a fresh and clear eye, w ith  class­
conscious understanding. T h is  sym pathy combined w ith  a fr ie n d ly  
and agreeable pe rsona lity  enabled him  to meet many Ind ian  natives 
— workers, students, soldiers— and to  penetra te th e ir  reticence 
tow a rd  a ll fore igners, p a rtic u la r ly  those whom they have reason to 
suspect m ig h t be fr ie n d ly  tow ard the  B r it is h  ru lers.

N o  one observer in  a month can hope to  catch m ore than the 
m inu test segment o f Ind ia . B earing  th is  in  m ind, the reader w ill 
nevertheless appreciate his account as an au then tic  clue to  the p re ­
sent mood o f the Ind ian masses.

Street Scene In India

By A R T  PREIS 
“ I f  I  were to  g ive one general 

im pression about my experiences 
in  Ind ia . I  would say: ‘T h is  is the 
ho rro rs  o f war, w ith o u t the w ar.’
T h is  tho ugh t persisted in  my 
m ind wherever I  went in  K a ra ­
chi, Bombay. Ca lcutta . It. was like  
looking a t some scene o f w a r re ­
fugees, s ta rv ing , homeless, d is ­
eased. O nly there has been no 
w ar. No bombed bu ild ings, no 
wreckage, no b u rn t homes. I t ’s 
ju s t, how sha ll I  exp la in  i t — as 
i f  some te rr ib le  w a r had passed 
over the coun try  spa ring  every­
th in g  bu t the people themselves.”

F o r a moment, the young sea­
man paused. A  shadow seemed to 
pass over h is face; his eyes look­
ed o ff in to  space. He was s ta rin g  
back through tim e  a t unforget- 
able experiences.

A t  another po in t in  the in te r­
v iew , he stated:

“ You know, whenever I ’d get in 
w ith  one of the natives —  '<f 
course, a fte r I ’d broken down his 
n a tu ra l suspicions —  and we’d 
get on the question of the war, 
sooner o r la te r I ’d have the same 
question popped a t me: ‘How
soon do you th in k  the B r it is h  1 m any o f them seem to be tb in k -

w hat they were already suffering.
“ I  go t the im pression that. H i t ­

le r is  som eth ing too  fa r  away 
from  th e ir  present m isery. He 
ju s t doesn’t  concern them. I  can’t  
say how wide-spread the fee ling  
is, but. I  came away from  Ind ia  
w ith  the notion th a t they would 
welcome a m il ita ry  de feat o f 
B r ita in  fo r  one reason— i t  would 
be an op p o rtu n ity  fo r  them to 
d rive  ou t the  B r it is h  and gain 
he ir independence.”

“ IF  W E  O N LY  H A D  A R M S . . . ”  
A t  a fu r th e r  po in t in  his na r­

ra tive , the young sa ilo r supported 
his im pression about the w ide­
spread desire among the people of 
In d ia  fo r  a B r it is h  defeat by re ­
ca llin g  th a t on different, occasions 
he had heard the w ish expressed 
among groups of workers, ‘‘ I f  
we on ly  had arm s . . . ”

“ When I heard a w o rke r sav 
th is  in  K arachi, our f irs t stop in 
Ind ia , I  though t i t  m ig h t be jus t 
an isolated sentim ent. B u t I 
heard i t  in  Bombay and again 
in  Calcutta. And always the same 
words, ‘ I f  we on ly  had arms . . . ‘ 
A weakened B r it is h  avmy and 
arm s fo r themselves. T h a t’s w hat

T h is  is a s tree t scene in  a tow n in Ind ia . Diseased and s ta rv in g  men, women and ch ild ren line  
the sidewalk, begg ing fro m  passers-by. T h is  p ic tu re , which is sold to  tourists;, fa lls  fa r  sho rt o f 
conveying the actua l conditions o f f i lth  and mis ery in  which three centuries o f B r it is h  im p e ria l­
is t  ru le  have steeped the people o f Ind ia .

w i l l  be defeated?’

N A T IV E S  A N T I-B R IT IS H  
B U T  N O T P R O -H IT LE R

“ I t ’s not th a t they’re p ro -H itle r, 
o r an y th in g  lik e  tha t. W hen I  
asked one fr ie n d ly  native soldier 
i f  they weren’t  a fra id  of w hat 
w ou ld  happen to them under H i t ­
le r, he ju s t s low ly  swung his arms 
ou t and said so ftly , bu t w ith  such 
bitterness. ‘Look at us . . .  I t  
was a ll he could say, ‘Look at 
us W hat lie meant was
th a t no th ing  could be worse than

in g  about —  and p lann ing  about.”  
The speaker then to ld  o f meet­

ing  a group o f w o rkers  in  Bom ­
bay whose complete confidence he 
managed to  secure. A  leader o f 
these w orkers in  grea test secrecy 
drew fo r  him  a rough map o f the 
surround ing  section o f the coun­
try ,  m a rk ing  the po in ts  o f B r i t ­
ish troop concentrations and 
arm s stores. “ He burned i t  up 
again on the spot. I  never saw 
such long ing in  any m an’s face 
as when he said to  me, ‘ I f  we

on ly had a rm s . . .  I f  we on ly had 
arm s.’ ”

The in te rv ie w  w ith  the young 
seaman had started in  the custom­
a ry  fashion, w ith  the reporter 
ask ing questions about the tr ip ,— 
the ship, the cargo, the length of 
tim e  a t sea, the ports where they 
stopped, how long the sailors had 
leave a t each port, etc.

He had shipped on a large 
fre ig h te r ou t of New York last 
November. I t  was his first, t r ip  
to the F a r East. They were at 
sea fo r 31 days before docking at 
Capetown, Union of South A frica  
A fte r on ly  12 hours ashore, the? 
continued th e ir  t r ip  around the 
Cape o f Good Hope. They plough­
ed through the Ind ian  Ocean fot 
another 22 days, h it t in g  Karachi. 
Ind ia , fo r th e ir  next stop.

C O N D IT IO N S  IN  K A R A C H J
“ K arach i was qu ite a shock to 

me. I t  was on ly  a fte r I  saw Bom­
bay and Calcutta tha t I  realized 
th a t K arach i was qu ite a decent 
place by comparison.

“ The f irs t  th in g  I  noticed when 
we docked w a s-the  condition o f 
the na tive  longshoremen who 
came aboard the ship. They 
seemed so th in  and scrawny th a t 
I  wondered how they could l i f t  
the heavy loads they had to  car­
ry . They wore no th ing  b u t lo in  
clo ths— no shoes. I  guess they 
have tough feet, bu t I  cou ldn 't 
im agine an Am erican longshore­
man w o rk in g  around lum ber and 
heavy steel cargo w ith o u t heavy 
shoes and c lo th ing  fo r  pro tection .
■ “ We had two days ashore. I ’ve 

seen some o f the fou lest East Side 
slum s and been down around the 
Negro quarters in  Ba ltim ore  and 
W ashington. B u t the w orst in  
A m erica couldn’t equal th is . The 
natives liv e  in  t in y  shacks, some 
of ro tted wood, others ju s t weeds. 
W hole fam ilies—and several fam ­
ilie s  live  in  a shack about ten feet 
square. Ten and 15 persons sleep

together on the ground in  one 
shack. Here I  got my firs t smell 
of In d ia  —  th a t m ix tu re  of d irt, 
dung, crowded bodies and rotted 
flesh, diseased o r dead. And the 
beggars! B u t th a t was nothing 
in  K arach i! W a it u n t il I te ll you 
about Bombay and Calcutta.

“ I  was taken through one ares 
of a few square blocks in  Karachi 
w h ich  I was to ld housed more 
people than the rest o f the city. 
A fte r one t r ip  through that par­
t ic u la r area, I was convinced 
th a t th is  was true.

“ B u t remember that condif.iohr 
in  Karachi a re .fa r  better than in 
the rest of Ind ia . I t  s a compar­
a tive ly  new c ity  being b u ilt  up 
as a port. M any B r it is h  officiate 
have bu ilt pa la tia l homes on ,the 
c ity  ou tsk irts .”

B O M B A Y  CROW DED 
W IT H  BEGGARS

A t th is  po in t, he seemed so anx­
ious to te ll about Bombay and 
Calcutta, the two ch ie f c ities of 
Ind ia , th a t the reporter switched 
the questions over to his experi­
ences in  these two ports.

“ Bombay was our next stop 
Bombay! T h a t’s where you 'll see 
a real example o f the true condi­
tions in  Ind ia . The firs t th ing  
tha t h it  me were the la rge troops 
o f beggars everywhere. They re ­
m inded me of human beings out of 
a n igh tm are . They were in- 
every condition o f disease and 
disfigurem ent. Many seemed to bf 
in  the last stages o f starvation 
dy ing  on th e ir  feet. Many hoi-i 
the open sores of te rr ib le  conta 
gious diseases, sm all-pox and. es 
peeially, leprosy. You could sec 
th e ir  bodies ro tt in g  away. The 
B r it is h  government does nothing 
to help them. Hum an life  is the 
cheapest th in g  in Ind ia . I  shah 
never forge t the fee ling of horror 
I  had the firs t tim e  a p it i fu l lep 
rous beggar came up begging for 
an anna (2 cents Am erican) and 
touched me w ith  his hand.

“ Here I  saw tens of thousands 
o f people, whole fam ilies , who 
had no homes bu t the streets. 
They sleep in  the streets, amongst 
incred ib le  filth . They have no 
place else to go. and the B r it is h  
haven’t got. around to g iv in g  them 
such benefits o f c iv iliza tio n  as 
street c lean ing departm ents aud 
sewage. They He uncovered in  the 
streets. I  saw on ly  a few  who 
managed to get hold o f some old 
rag o r clo th  to cover themselves 
w ith . Most o f the men have only 
a lo in  cloth covering. C h ild ren up 
to 12 go naked. I  frequently  
saw l i t t le  in fan ts  p lay ing  in  th e ’ 
gutters am idst m ud and manure. 
T h is  is typ ica l. Tens of m illio ns  
liv e  lik e  th is  th roughou t Ind ia . 
I t ’s the norm al th ing . E very  other 
na tive  one passes on the streets 
seems to have the obvious signs of 
disease. N ine out of ten have the 
physical m arks o f acute hunger 
—  from  the em aciation of con ti­
nuous undernourishment, to the 
last stages of o u trig h t s ta rva tion .”

It. was a t th is  po in t tha t the 
speaker used the expression, “ like  
refugees in  a w a r zone —  but 
worse.”  He broke in  w ith  an oh 
serra tion  sum m ing up his entire  
impression.

“ I ’ve tr ie d  to  do some reading. 
I ’ve read some o f T ro ts k y ’s w r i t ­
ings. I  remember he once w rote 
about fascism being an a ttem pt 
to  organize the m isery o f the 
people. W ell, I  go t the fee ling  
th a t the B r it is h  in  Ind ia  can’t  do 
even th is . The pove rty  ju s t  sp ills

A n American Seaman Tells 
Sights O f Recent Trip

over in to  the streets like  pus 
from  a runn ing  sore.”

R IOTS A N D  REVO LTS 
SUPPRESSED

Was there any resistance to the 
B r it is h  now? Did he have a chance 
to ta lk  w ith  any in d u s tr ia l w o rk ­
ers in  Bombay?

“ I had the luck to meet a B r it ­
ish dock o ffic ia l who came aboard 
our ship in  Bombay. I managed 
to get h im  to open up to me s 
li t t le ,  a lthough I had to be very 
cautious iu  asking-'h im  any ques­
tions. Am erican sailors arc watch 
ed very closely. The B r it is h  know 
how w e ll organized aud how m il i­
tan t the Am erican seamen are. He 
to ld me th a t ju s t recently —  that 
would be about three m onths ago 
now —  there had been v ir tu a l 
c iv i l w ar in  a town no rth  of Bom 
bay, "uncontro llab le  r io ts ”  he ca ll­
ed it .  B r it is h  M il it ia ,  w h ich  art- 
m a in ly  E ng lish  troops —  they 
don’t 't r u s t  na tive soldiers fo r jobs 
lik e  th is  —  took fo u r days to 
suppress the revo lt using a ll the’ 
modern paraphernalia of war, in ­
c lud ing a r t il le ry . He said there 
were on ly  40,000 people involved.

“ I t  im m edia te ly occured to  me 
w hat a job i t  would be fo r  the 
B r it is h  to  suppress a revo lu tion  
o f 350,000,000 people, i f  i t  took 
fou r days fo r  tra ined  troops w ith  
machine guns and a r t i l le ry  to  
subdue 40.000 p ra c tica lly  un­
armed people. Inc iden ta lly , a ll 
news o f th is  was suppressed w ith ­
in Ind ia  its e lf. I t ’s hard to  say 
how many s im ila r incidents have 
occured th a t we cannot learn 
about.

W O R KERS R E C E P T IV E  TO 
R E V O L U T IO N A R Y  ID E A S

“ A nother piece of luck I had 
was to get in  w ith  a group of 
workers employed a t a big p r in t­
in g  p lan t in  Bombay. A fte r we 
ta lked fo r a w h ile , and they be­
came assured of m y sym pathy fo r 
them and th e ir  f ig h t against B r it ­
ish im peria lism , they eagerly ask­
ed me a ll sorts of questions about 
the Am erican workers. I  to ld them 
some of the th ings I  knew about 
the labor and rad ica l movements 
in  Am erica. When I  mentioned, 
among other groups, the T ro tsky- 
ites, they shot questions at me 
through a couple o f w orkers who 
spoke Eng lish  and acted as in ­
terpreters. I t  turned out. th a t they 
were extrem ely receptive to revo­
lu tio n a ry  ideas, and. in  fact, v o l­
unteered the in fo rm a tion  that 
they themselves were preparing 
fo r a revo lu tiona ry  s itua tion  in 
Ind ia  w h ic lt they were certa in 
was going to come soon.

“  It. was d u rin g  th is  conversa­
tion  th a t I  again heard the ques 
tion  which I  f irs t heard in  K a r­
achi, ‘How soon do you th in k  the 
B r it is h  w i l l  bo defeated?’ They 
hastened to assure me tha t th if  
im p lied  no sym pathy w ith  H itle r, 
but ‘wc are unarmed . . . ’ and 
they fe lt  that a. decisive m ilita ry  
defeat fo r B r ita in  would aocoler 
ate th e ir  own strugg le fo r  free­
dom.

UN DERG ROUN D M O V E M E N TS  
T H R IV E

“ I t  was d u rin g  th is  conveVsa 
tion  th a t T firs t learned of t in  
many underground po litica l group 
ings tha t are g row ing throughout 
Tndia. M any o f these groups be 
Iieve in  socialism . Most o f them 
are becoming convinced tha t the 
B r it is h  w i l l  be d riven  out of In ­
dia on ly  by fo rce fu l means. AH 
o f them  arc fo r  na tiona l indepen­

dence and don’t w ant any pa rt of 
the B r it is h  ru le rs ’ war.

“ The p r in t in g  p la n t w orkers 
were p a rtic u la r ly  pleased when I  
explained w hat I  knew o f the 
T ro ts k y is t in te rna tiona l outlook. 
When I  mentioned the fa c t th a t 
I believed th a t i f  a w orkers re ­
vo lu tion developed in  A m erica 
the A m erican w orkers  would do 
eve ry th ing possible to  aid th e ir  
Indian brothers, th e ir  faces l ig h t ­
ed up. They were so glad to  hear 
about support fo r  themselves in  
other countries. They are so Lso- 
'ated from  the outside world, th a t 
Ihey have fe lt a ll alone in  th e ir 
.struggles. They did not even 
know up to then th a t an in te rn a ­
tion a l revo lu tiona ry  movement 
existed. A f te r  th is, they displayed 
an alm ost touching e f fo r t  to  show 
th e ir  apprecia tion o f my news by 
o ffe r in g  me l i t t le  services, b r in g ­
ing  me coffee, a cha ir, posting 
a look-out fo r  the ‘d icks’ who in ­
fes t the sections around, plants 
and spy on every l i t t le  g roup ing  

. o f workers.
“ They did  know a l i t t le  about 

the S ta lin is ts , but said the S ta lin ­
ists were m a in ly  among the stu­
dents and had very l i t t le  connec 
tions w ith  the workers and the 
general masses. They also in fo rm ­
ed me tha t s tr ikes  were con tinu­
ously breaking ou t among the va­
rious sections of the workers in 
Bombay, and th a t these s trikes 
were b it te r ly  fought and sup­
pressed w ith  much bloodshed. I 
was able to confirm  th is  by a da i­
ly  reading o f (he B r it is h  papers. 
E very day T would see some ob­
scure paragraph about 20 w ork­
ers being k illed , 30 workers be­
ing  k illed , in  some “ disorders." 
T h a t’s a ll i t  would say. They 
don’t  bother to m ention the num ­
ber in ju red .

B R IT IS H  G R A F T
“ There was one inc iden t in 

Bombay th a t gave me a real ictea 
o f the g ra ft and exp lo ita tion  tha t 
operates against the Ind ia n  peo­
ple. Some o f the sailors from  our 
ship wanted a day’s shore leave 
and were perm itted to h ire  native 
longshoremen in  th e ir  place. The 
Am erican sa ilors pa id the long­
shoremen each a d o lla r a day. 
T h is  is enormous pay in  Ind ia . 
Longshoremen usua lly  get around 
12 annas —  25 cents —  fo r a 
twelve to 16 hour day. We la te r 
found out tha t the B r it is h  port 
offic ia ls had grafted tw o-th irds  of 
the money paid the longshoremen 
away from  them. We were plenty 
burned up, but w hat could we do 
in  a B r it is h  p o rt dealing w ith  
B r it is h  offic ia ls whose whole sys­
tem is one big  g ra ft from  the 
‘d ir ty  beggars,’ w h ich is w hat B r i t ­
ish offic ia ls  term  the natives on 
whose backs they live.

L IF E  IN  C A L C U T T A
The m ain portion  of the in te r­

view dealt w ith  the young sa ilo r’s 
two weeks in  Calcutta, largest 
c ity  in  Ind ia .

“ Calcutta was the w orst c ity  
of a ll. As we tied up in  the mouth 
of the Ganges R iver, the firs t th in g  
we saw were human bodies and 
dead cows flo a tin g  down the r iv ­
er. A ll waste —  inc lud ing  dead 
human beings —  is th row n  in to 
th is  r iv e r, i t  seems. The corpse 
o f a cow caught in  our anchor 
chain, and we had a l i t t le  trouble 
in  free ing  the chain. Then there 
were the vu ltu res. They f ly  a ll 
over the c ity , c irc lin g  above dead 
bodies. A ll the signs of death, 
the ve ry  sm ell of death hangs 
over th is  c ity . I t  is im possible to 
escape the te rr ib le  fou l odor.

“ The docks were sw arm ing w ith  
beggars. 1 thought I  had seen tbe 
w orst in  Bombay, but the lium an 
m isery w h ich  craw led and drag­
ged itse lf over the Calcutta docks 
was beyond description.

“ A nd  then I  noticed th a t i t  
wasn’ t  m ere ly the  beggars who 
were begging. The longshoremen 
who came aboard the boat also 
were fu r t iv e ly  begg ing the A m e­
rican seamen fo r  a c iga re tte  o r a 
spare anna. The longshoremen, 
m ind you, are among the B E T ­
T E R  P A ID  w orkers o f In d ia !

“ I t  wasu’t  lack of self-respect 
tha t drove these w orkers to beg 
even w h ile  they were w ork ing . I 
soon found tha t out. They had to 
w ork as long as 16 hours a day 
a t inhum an physical labor fo r a 
few annas. Am ong these long­
shoremen I  m et educated men, 
w h ite  co lla r workers, college s tu ­
dents. T h e ir food was enough to 
make you heave up. A ll i t  was— 
or looked like  —  was a m ix tu re  
of w orm y rice  and d ir t.

“ A  c rus t o f bread, I  found out,

was a lu x u ry . These longshore­
men used to  hang around our 
mess-room eager fo r  the  scraps 
fro m  pur tables. A  piece o f the 
most ro tten  food dropped on the 
f i lth  o f a C a lcu tta  s tree t is 
snatched up in  a second. The v u l­
tures haven’t  a chance against 
human hunger.

“ ■When we got. shore leave, wt 
began to get a rea l p ic tu re  of Cal 
cutta. As you head toward tin 
m ain center of town, the condi 
tions get worse and worse. I i 
the center o f town we saw tin  
most revo ltin g  sights. T ha t i: 
where they burn the dead bodies 
r ig h t  out in  public view. Th< 
bu rn ing  ghats ai‘e a ll along tin  
r iv e r  bank. The a ir  reeks w it i 
the sm ell of bu rn ing  flesh.

"B u t then, th is  is the o n lj 
measure o f san ita tion  permittee 
the Ind ian  people. A t least crema 
tion  provides a san ita ry  means o 
disposing o f the dead. And the 
death rate is enormous.

T H E  BLE S S IN G S  OF 
B R IT IS H  C IV IL IZ A T IO N

“ B rit is h  c iv iliz a tio n  —  in  Cal­
cutta, a c ity  o f alm ost two m il­
lion  people —  doesn't even pro­
vide inspection o f c ity  water. Only 
in  the few places where the B r it ­
ish and the few na tive  r ic h  live 
is there purified water. Typhoid 
plagues are so common, the native? 
th in k  no th ing  of it .  Hundreds ol 
thousands are wiped out each yea) 
in  epidemics.

“ There are beggars on every 
bldck,, some obviously dy ing  
where they s it  o r lie . M others 
w ith  in fa n ts  appeal to  you every­
where. I  saw in fa n ts  ly in g  on 
the ground p a ttin g  th e ir  swollen 
stomachs. And disease, sores, r o t ­
t in g  flesh  everywhere. -L ittle  
naked children o f one and tw o 
w il l  toddle up to  you and pat 
th e ir  stomachs and say the on ly 
words o f E ng lish  they  have 
learned. ‘Me d ir ty  beggar’. D ir ty  
beggar! They don’t  know w ha t i t  
means. B u t i t ’s the  on ly E ng lish  
they have learned fro m  the B r i t ­
ish.

“ Everywhere we went, we were 
swamped by hordes o f beggars 
m ostly  women and ch ildren. They 
stopped our tax is  and even the 
tro lleys  on w h ich  we rode. Once 
a group of us seamen r id in g  i r  
a cab were stopped fo r a m atter 
o f 10 m inutes by about 50 to 60 
hungry women and ch ildren. The 
Bobbies’ broke i t  up f in a lly — and 

they weren’t  gentle about it . ”

B R IT IS H  P O L IC E  A B U S E  
T H E  N A T IV E S

W hat was the outw ard a ttitude  
of the B r it is h  offic ia ls and police 
to  the natives? Was (here much 
open, general physical crue lty?

“ I  ju s t scratched the surface. 
B u t w hat I  saw on the streets of 
Calcutta w ith  m y own eyes was 
suffic ien t to make me understand 
w hy the Ind ian  people don’t jum p 
every tim e  the B r it is h  ye ll, ‘H i t ­
le r ! ’ I saw the way the police — 
m a in ly  B r it is h  —  custom arily 
trea t the natives.

“ I  remember one inc iden t par- 
t ic u la r ly . A group or us sailors 
were w a lk in g  along a main street 
through the m arke t place. A m is­
erable old beggar came up and

begged fo r an anna. A B r it is h  of­
ficer approached and w ith o u t 
w a rn ing  slammed the old fe llow  
across the knee-caps w ith  a heavy 
club. F rom  the crack, I  am sure 
the knee-caps were fractured. The 
old beggar staggered away. A t  a 
l i t t le  distance, he stopped and 
m uttered som ething in  H indus­
tan i a t the cop. F o r me, the ex­
pression of hatred on th a t old 
beggar’s face was the symbol of 
a ll the faces in  Ind ia .

“ I  noticed tha t the native pas­
sers-by were look ing  on. T h e ir 
faces bore the same look as the 
beggar's.

“ That is the- way the B r it is h  
police trea t the natives every­
where. A ris tocra ts  in  b ig  cars 
d rive  through the sw arm ing 
streets, never s lackening pace. I f  
some poor soul is knocked down 
and in ju red , tha t's  nis tough hick. 
And besides, he knows better than 
to com plain to the police. The 
B r it is h  rob the natives r ig h t  and 
le ft. In  a shop, a B r it is h  o ffic ia l 
w il l name his price fo r  an a rtic le . 
The shop-keeper w i l l  give i t  to 
h im  even i f  he loses money on 
the sale. He does not dare to a r­
gue. One of our boys got run  in  fo r  
being drunk, and la te r to ld us 
about what, he saw a t the police 
court. The arrested natives were 
openly kicked about and clubbed 
in  the cou rt room .”

U N IV E R S A L  P O V E R T Y  
A N D  F IL T H

W hat else about l iv in g  condi­
tions?

“ W ell, as an example, the closer 
you get to the tow n center, the 
m ore people you see ly in g  
in  the  gu tte rs . Tens o f tho u ­
sands o f men, women and c h il­
dren have no homes bu t the 
streets. There are no sidewalks 
in  m any sections, ju s t mud and 
filth , in c lud in g  an im al and kum ah 
dung. A t tim es the streets are so 
packed w ith  sleeping humans tha t 
a car cannot pass w ith o u t run n ing  
over them.

“ W ithou t an adequate w ate r 
supply, no c lean ing m ateria ls, the 
B r it is h  being too. cheap to provide 
even a semblance o f m un ic ipa l 
san ita tion , the d ir t  and dust a l­
most b linds and chokes you on 
certa in  streets. In  the m arke t 
places the food is handled w ith  
hands covered w ith  f ilth . Food 
w i l l  pass through 20 d iffe re n t 
hands before i t  is f in a lly  bought. 
Cleanliness is secondary when 
poverty is  so acute tha t the 
masses- w i l l  shop around in  a do­
zen places to get the best bar­
ga in fo r an anna.”

M E E T S  LO N G S H O R E M E N
On one occasion, d u rin g  his 

stay in  Calcutta, he had the op­
p o rtu n ity  to speak to a group o? 
12 to 15 longshoremen on board 
the ship. T h is  was w h ile  there 
was an absence of officers about. 
He discovered a couple o f the 
workers who ‘ could understand 
English, and transla ted fo r the 
rest.

“ A fte r  I  had won th e ir  confi­
dence, I  asked them  w h a t they 
thought about unions. ‘V ery good,’ 
I  was told. They wanted to know  
about Am erican unions, because 
th e ir  wages were so m iserable 
compared to th a t of the lowest 
paid A m erican seamen. W hen I  
described som eth ing o f the A m er­
ican labor movement, they crowd­
ed around w ith  eager a tten tion . 
One o f those who spoke Eng lish 
expressed the keen desire o f the 

(Continued on Page 5)
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Hillman Writes A Letter
A fte r  m any months of rece iv ing com plaints 

from  Negro and labor organizations about the 
J im  Crow bars tha t keep Negroes from  ge tting  
jobs in  the v ita l industries, Sidney H illm a n , la ­
bor fro n t fo r the Office of P roduction Management, 
f in a lly  has w r itte n  a le tte r. In  th is  le tte r, sent 
to a ll manufacturers, receiving contracts from  the 
government, H illm a n  follows his usual practice 
of subord ina ting  every other consideration to tha t 
o f “ na tional defense.*’

He is not interested in  J im  Crowism im p lan ts; 
financed and in  m any cases b u ilt  by the govern­
ment because o f the effect i t  has on the Negro 
people, who are la rge ly  confined to m enial jobs 
as a resu lt, but because o f the effect it  w i l l  have 
on thé war plans of the cap ita lis t government 
he is serving.

F irs t  he po in ts out tha t cu rre n t reports “ in d i­
cate sk illed  labor shortage in  a number of fields 
v ita l to defense production.”  T h is  s itua tion  has 
been aggravated because " in  many localities, qual­
ified and available Negro w orkers are e ither being 
restric ted  to unskilled  jobs, nr barred from  defense 
em ployment en tire ly .”  Then he goes on w ith  his 
com p la in t;

“ Such practices are extrem ely wasteful of our 
hum an resources and prevent a to ta l e ffo rt fo r 
na tiona l defense. They result in  unnecessary m i­
g ra tion  of labor, in  h igh rates of labor turnover, 
and they increase our present and fu tu re  housing 
needs and social problems fo r defense workers,”

Then fo llow s his suggestions fo r correcting  th is  
s itua tion ; " A l l  holders o f defense contracts 'are 
urged to examine th e ir  employment and tra in in g  
polic ies at once to determ ine whether or not these 
polic ies make ample prov is ion  fo r the fu l l  u t iliz a ­
t io n  o f Negro, workers. E very available source 
of labor capable of producing defense m ateria ls 
m ust be tapped in  the present emergency.”

What the Letter Means
Two th ings stand out in  th is  le tte r.
F irs t, H illm a n  is interested in  Negroes being 

employed on ly because he doesn’t  w ant the war 
plans of the governm ent disrupted. Second, his 
le tte r is not going to change the present s itua ­
tio n  a t a ll.

I t  should be noted tha t the le tte r does not 
emphasize the need fo r  h ir in g  Negroes where there  
is  no shortage of labor. T h is  can be in terpre ted 
to mean, th a t employers should take them where 
they can’t  get anyone else. The employers do 
ju s t tha t anyhow. The most rab id  Negro-hating 
em ployer w i l l  h ire  Negroes when he can’t  get 
anyone else, because h is mam  in te res t is  in  m ak­
in g  p ro fit; and to make it ,  he needs workers, re­
gardless o f th e ir  race or color.

H illm a n  wants the employers to determ ine 
whether th e ir  policies make ample prov is ion fo r 
the fu l l  u tiliz a tio n  of Negro workers. Very well, 
an em ployer w i l l  say, I  w i l l  examine m y  policies 
and see w hethe r they make prov is ion fo r. etc.

Even assuming tha t H illm a n  rea lly  wants Ne­
groes to get jobs, and tha t his le tte r is not just 
a face-saving device, w4iat does i t  am ount to? 
L it t le  more than nothing. Because the le tte r does 
not provide a single h in t of a measure to do some­
th in g  about, those plants th a t refuse to "exam ine”  
th e ir  policies, and worse yet, refuse to h ire  Negro 
labor as long as they can get other workers.

A n  employer can toss the le tte r in to  the waste­
basket, as probably most o f them have done, and 
H illm a n  does not propose to do any th ing  about it .

And so, because of the weakness of the le tte r 
and its  lack of th rea t to take action against the 
employers who disregard it .  we can confidently 
p red ic t tha t no th ing  w i l l  come o f it ,  any more 
than came o f the no-d iscrim ination statem ent is­
sued several m onths ago by Knudsen, H illm a n ’s 
partner. Not a Negro w ill get a job as the re­
s u lt o f it.

The OPM Could Take Action
As the Chicago Defender put it .  “ H is  le tte r 

lias a ll the earm arks of a thea trica l s tun t intended 
on ly fo r  the ga lle ry .”

I t  is  intended to draw  away from  the OPM 
c rit ic is m  about its  fa ilu re  to do an y th ing  about 
the s itua tion , w h ile  It continues to do nothing.

T h is does not mean th a t the OPM is power­
less in  the s itua tion  and is on ly try in g  to cover 
up its  helplessness. Far from  it .

A long w ith  the President, the OPM has the 
power to veto any proposal of the W ar or Navy 
Departm ent fo r expanding o r b u ild in g  fa c ilit ie s  
fo r expediting production. A pprop ria tion  acts car­
ry in g . funds fo r new fac ilit ie s , according to Un­
dersecretary o f W ar Patterson, give them tha t 
au tho rity .

T h is  means tha t the OPM, by simply- us ng its  
veto power, could at the very least, refuse con­
trac ts  to J im  Crow companies asking fo r funds 
to add to th e ir  b u ild in g  and equipment.

The fact tha t they don’t  use th is  power, but 
resort instead to weak and meaningless letters, 
is  on ly  add itiona l proof tha t they don’t want to 
do an y th in g  about- the in d u s tria l J im  Crow bars 
against Negroes.

Negroes have to recognize th is  and to realize 
th a t they can expect no help from  th is  d irection 
u n t il they are organized" and strong enough to 
force i t  from  them.

*  *  *

Help Publish Our Pamphlets.
The tw o  pam phlets we have prepared on the 

s trugg le  o f the Negroes to  ge t equal r ig h ts  in  
the a rm y and jobs in  the  w a r industries are s t i l l  
a w a itin g  publication. The on ly h itch  is the money 
necessary. W ç urge readers who w ould like  to 
see th e ir  pub lica tion  to send a con tribu tion , no. 
m a tte r how la rge  o r how sm all to  us, c|o A lb e rt 
P arker, 116 U n iv e rs ity  P l„  New Y ork , N . Y .

The Nationalist Revolt In Syria Cannot 
Be Smeared With The Nazi Brush

(•>

Majority of People In Fight Against 
Starvation Rule of the French  Army

Where Revolt Flares

( I )  Where French troops dashed with native demonstrators 
on March 27th, in widespread Nationalist uprisings in the prin­
ciple Syrian cities of Aleppo, Homs, Damascus and Beirut.

By R U T H  JE F F R E Y
For the past month Nation­

alist uprisings have turned 
Syria into a powder-keg of the 
Near Fast, and the N. Y. Times 
adpiitted on March I I ,  194! 
that “ on ly.a  miracle, has pre­
vented a revolution from taking 
place.”  Yet the past two or 
three weeks have found the cap­
italist press minimizing the 
continued trouble in Syria— 
dismissing it as Nazi-inspired 
propaganda activity.

W hat is re a lly  going oil in 
Syria? The M IL IT A N T  sent a 
reporte r to obtain in fo rm ation  
from  w e ll-in form ed S yrian sourc­
es in  New Y ork  C ity.

N A T IO N A L IS M  STRONG
The in te rv iew ed Syrians were 

qu ick  to destroy any illu s io n  re ­
ga rd ing German streng th  in  th e ir 
na tive country. “ T lie  pow erfu l 
N a tion a lis t movement in  Syria— 
A l-K a tla t-a l-W atanyat— is i t s e l f  
responsible fo r  the nation-w ide 
upris ings,”  they  stated categori­
ca lly . "N in e ty  percent of the Syr 
ian people are active ly  .involved 
in  the movement fo r na tional in ­
dependence, and have never ac­
cepted peacefully th e ir  cou n try ’s 
role as a mandate of France.”

A  land w ith  few resources. Syr 
ia ’s strategic- im portance as out­
le t of the o il pipe-lines between 
Palestine and Iraq , and as a cor­
r id o r to Turkey, has kept her an 
u n w illin g  slave of w orld  im p e ria l­
ism. F o llow ing  W orld  W ar I, th is  
sm all M editerranean na tion was a 
bone tossed to France, w h ile  Eng­
land gathered in  a ll the surround­
ing  A rab w o rld  of the Near East. 
The subsequent h is to ry  o f Syria 
as a m andate of bankrup t French 
im peria lism  has been fo r its  3,00(1,- 
000 A rab  population an un re liev ­
ed ta le  of nation-w ide s tarvation  
and nation-w ide revo lt.

“ For tw o ’ years,”  the Syrians

explained, “ between 1925 and 
1927, Syria , under the leadership 
o l such men as S hukri Gowatli, 
carried on a b itte r  armed revo lu­
tion  against the French, which 
ceased on ly  w ith  a peace treaty 
signed by the government of 
France, p rov id ing  fo r complete 
Syrian independence by 193?. 
T h is  prom ise of independence, 
b land ly broken by France has em­
bitte red a hundred-fold a ll but the 
M aronite  ten percent who inhab it 
Lebanon, and who constitu te  there 
a Catholic m a jo r ity  loyal to the 
French.”

FR A N C E  S TA R V E D  S Y R IA
Recent wide-spread revolts of a 

poverty-stricken population whose 
gold has been dra ined by des­
perate France were featured oil 
f ro n t pages throughout the world 
on M arch 27th. (See accompany­
in g  map.) F rance’s answer to 
Syria , w h ich rejected the w o rth ­
less paper money France issued to 
her, was to send the sm ouldering 
mandate a new H igh  Commission­
er. H is  f irs t acts in  office were 
to d ra in  the coun try  of its  bread 
supply fo r  shipm ent to France, 
and the s ta rv in g  popu lation lias 
continued to revo lt.

W ould the coun try  pre fer the 
ru le  of Germany, as recent news 
reports seem to indicate? “ Em ­
ph a tica lly  ‘N o !’,”  our in fo rm an ts  
replied. “ F irs t and foremost Syria 
demands her independence. B u t if  
90% o f our people are opposed to 
French rule, 100% would be oppos­
ed to  Nazi ru le . The Arab peo­
ples are s ick  o f oppression and 
W ill not fo rge t th a t A do lf H itle r, 
butcher o f the Jews lis ts  the Arabs 
even below the Jews in  h is sacred 
book, ‘M ein K am p f’ .”

Do enlightened Syrians believe 
tha t i t  w i l l  be "possible under pre­
sent w orld  conditions fo r  S yria  to 
ob ta in  her independence? “ For 
m yself, I  have few illus ions ,”  our

p rinc ip le  in fo rm an t stated. “ Syria 
is fa r  from  self-suffic ient economi­
cally. She even has to im p o rt her 
m atches!", he said w ith  a smile.

A S O C IA L IS T  M O V E M E N T
The reporter from  The M IL I ­

T A N T  explained th is  paper’s point 
of v iew : tha t revo lu tiona ry  M arx­
is ts  believe on ly  socialism  can 
b rin g  the A rab peoples the answer 
to th e ir  problem of independence. 
I  questioned them  regard ing the 
existence o f a socia list movement 
in  Syria.

“ Yes, indeed,”  one answered, 
“ There is  a socia list movement. 
D irected hy the exiled Sahadi, m i­
l i ta n t  youth leader now in  B raz il. 
20,000 o r 30.000 S y r ia n 'y o u th  tb- 
day belong to the Socialist Youth 
O rganization, A i-K a w m i.”

The en tire  English-contro lled 
Arab, w orld  o f the Near East is 
a live’ w ith  in tensely popular Na­
t io n a lis t movements, according to 
the Syrians interviewed..

Syria , which lias l i te ra lly  no­
th in g  to lose but her chains is the 
focal po in t—and the present cori 
tinued upris ings could have beep 
predicted beforehand. To M arx­
is ts  the existence of a Socialist 
Youth organization there is a sign

of the greatest hope fo r the fu tu re  
v ic to ry  of Socialism  in  the semi- 
OoloniaN lands of the Near East.

H O W  F R A N C E  R U L E D
French im peria lism  adm in is te r­

ed its  ru le  of Syria  by methods 
s im ila r  to those perfected by 
B r it is h  im peria lism .

Jpst as the B r it is h  go ve rn m en t ' 
has fo llowed a po licy of in c it in g  
Moslems and H indus  against each 
o ther in  Ind ia , and Jews and 
Arabs against each o ther in  Pal­
estine, so the French ru le rs  have 
pers is ten tly  attempted to create 
d iv is ion  on re lig ious lines in  Sy­
r ia  on the theory o f “ d iv ide and 
ru le .”

W h ile  the bu lk  of the S yrian 
popu lation is Moslem, there are j 
a m in o r ity  of C hris tians who com­
pose a m a jo r ity  in  one sm all sec­
tor, The Lebanon.

T h is  la tte r sm all te r r ito ry  was 
set up as a separate Republic of 
Lebanon in  September, 1920, fo r 
the purpose o f fos te ring  th is  re- , 
ligio.us d iv is ion  and keeping the 
en tire  native population em bro il­
ed against each other.

The S yrian  na tiona lis ts  have 
n e v e r  v o lu n ta r ily  accepted i

French ru le  over th e ir  country.

“T R E A T Y  OF F R IE N D S H IP ”
The French governm ent engin­

eered a “ trea ty  of fr ie n d sh ip ”  be­
tween a few na tive  tools and it  
self on November 20, 1933. But 
the N ationalis ts , who represented 
the overwhelm ing po rtion  of the 
na tive  population, refused to ac­
cept this- worth less piece of paper.

As an answer to the N ationa lis t 
demands fo r  complete indepen­
dence, the French H igh  Commis­
sioner d ic ta to r ia lly  suspended the 
S yrian  P arliam ent in  November, 
1934. He attem pted to govern by 
absolute -decree through a puppet 
P rem ier, Sheikh Taj.

S ix  W£0ks. of v io len t r io ts  and 
pro tracted s trikes  ensued in  early 
1936, and Sheikh T a j was forced 
to resign.

A L L  R IG H TS  S U S P E N D E D
In  ah e ffo rt to appease the 

popular discontent, the French 
perm itted- an election if i Decem­
ber, 1936, and Hashem E l Atassi 
was elected president of the State 
of Syria . E l A tassi and his Cabi 
net resigned in  Ju ly , 1939, in  pro­
test against the v io la tio n  o f the 
promises of the French govern­
ment, made in  1936, to g ran t com­
plete na tiona l independence.

Gabriel Puaux, the French H igh 
Commissioner, then d ic ta to r ia lly  
suspended the C onstitu tion , ap­
pointed a puppet board of direc­
tors and ru led the mandated area 
by complete decree.

Twenty-one years of French do­
m in a tio n  over the lives of the 
S yrian people have brought on ly 
d ires t exp lo ita tion  and continuous 
violence against them. B ut the 
day appears not fa r o ff when the 
S yrian people are going to break 
the bonds o f th e ir  enslavement 
along w ith  a ll the colon ia l peo­
ples of Asia and A frica .
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British ‘Democracy' In  India
Further Details of the Exclusive Story of War Conditions Among the Workers in British-Ruled fndia

(Continued from Page 4) 
Ind ia  workers to a tta in  to some 
of the conditions of the A m eri­
can sailors. They look up to the 
Am erican w orkers w ith  mu-cB res­
pect.

“They then told me something 
of the workers organizations in 
India. Organization among cer­
tain groups of workers, including 
the longshoremen, is. illegal- 
Nevertheless, the workers main­
tain an illegal organization. The 
longshoremen have a tradition of 
militancy in struggle, and are 
particularly suppressed by the 
British authorities, lest their 
struggles give an impulse to 
other workers.

“ Am ong the ju te  and tex tile  
workers, there are legal unions, 
or ra the r semi legal unions. S tr i­
kes are always breaking out. In  
Calcutta, as in Bombay, I was 
able to note in  the B r it is h  papers 
a h in t o f the continuous s trug­
gles ta k in g  place, despite the fact, 
as the longshoremen in form ed 
me, th a t s trikes were very  d if f i­
cu lt to conduct at th is  tim e. A ll 
s trikes are im m ed ia te ly  physica l­
ly  suppressed. The S trikers are 
shot down w ith o u t mercy. Thou­
sands are th row n  in to  ja il,  from  
w hich the y  are lucky ever to  come 

'o u t alive. The B r it is h  au thorities  
impose 10 to 20 years a t ha rd  la ­
bor ju s t fo r  s tr ik in g .

“ A  few lines a t the bottom of 
a Calcutta newspaper w ill tell 
that so many and so many were 
killed in a strike yesterday. Qne 
day I  read in such a brief and 
casual item of over 100 workers 
being killed. But th - papers never 
mentioned-anything r.Hout unions 
or give details.

“ W hen I  to ld  the longshoremen 
th a t the tim e would come when 
the Am erican w orkers would b.e 
able to help them in  th e ir  s trug­
gles, thev became very excited 
and enthusiastic. They stated, 
t h - t  they were very anxious to 
get the aid of the Am erican sa il­
ors and hoped th a t we would 
b r in g  back to the Am erican w o rk ­
ers word of th e ir  conditions and 
struggles.

“ They were a ll b itte r ly  opposed 
to the w a r and to a id ing  the B r it ­

ish governm ent’s w ar efforts. I 
found th is  same sentim ent every­
where I  went, inc iden ta lly . A ll 
the enthusiasm fo r the w ar was 
in  the contro lled press. B u t no­
where else. The papers were car­
ry in g  big  ads fo r rec ru its  to the 
arm y, bu t I  heard th a t the re­
sults were very meager. Among 
a ll types o f na tive peoples whom 
I  met, from  many d iffe re n t sta­
tions o f life , I  got the same res­
ponse on m y questions about the 
war. They d idn ’t  w an t any part 
of it .  I  w ou ldn ’t  w ant to be. a 
B r it is h  o ffic ia l in  Ind ia  when the 
natives s ta rt dem onstrating in 
earnest th e ir  ‘lo y a lty ’ to the gov­
ernment.

OPPOSED TO W A R
“ F rom  these same longshore­

men I  heard some s ign ifican t pol­
it ic a l rem arks. They seemed to 
feel th a t there was a tremendous 
le ftw a rd  tendency tak in g  place in  
Ind ia . They stated f la t ly  tha t only 
force would d rive  the B r it is h  out 
I  asked about Ghandi. They dec­
lared th a t he was losing much 
support among his followers. They 
said he was ge tting  r ic h  in  the 

i pay o f the B rit is h . I cannot te ll 
. how widespread th is  idea is, but 
o ther workers I  spoke to had the 
same view poin t.

“ Ip  reference to Ghandi and 
the native capitalists he repre­
sents, who have aided the British  
in maintaining their rule, one of 
the longshoremen said, ‘You 
American workers have only one 
club to dodge. W e have two.’ By 
that he meant the native and fo r­
eign exploiters combined.”

T A L K S  W IT H  A R M Y  O FF IC E R
The young sa ilo r then related a 

conversation tha t he had accident 
a lly  s truck  up w ith  a native dock 
offic ia l. The offic ia l was a Moham­
medan and a lieu tenan t in  the 
arm y. He was well-dressed, bu< 
was p a id .o n ly  one-third as much 
as o rd in a ry  Am erican seamen, al 
though he held the highest army 
post open to natives of Ind ia .

" I  soon discovered tha t he was 
an ardent n a tion a lis t and hated 
the B rit is h . W hen I  to ld h im  of 
m y owp in te rna tiona l outlook and 
m y sympathies w ith  the Ind ian

independence movement, he ex­
pressed deep appreciation.

“Then he told me his ideas, 
which amazed me, coming as they 
did from an army officer in the 
pay of the British. ‘There is no 
reason for this appalling misery,’ 
he told me. ‘We have a ll the nat­
ural resources to become a great 
industrial country, But India cad 
only develop a fte r she has won 
her independence. In  the last few  
years in particular, there has 
been little  industrial development. 
The British have strangled it. 
The British say that i f  they left 
the country the Mohammedans 
and Hindus would turn the coun­
try into a shamhles in a religious 
war. This is an outright lie. The 
British themselves are deliberate­
ly stirring qp conflict between 
the two native groups. Bat we 
should unite- That is our only 
solution. W hy— when we are all 
one in this filth and m is e ry -  
should we not unite against those 
who strangle us both?” ’

“ I don’t  im agine the B r it is h  re­
gard the native sold ier-recru its 
w ith  too much trus t. I ’ve to ld  
yotu about th is  h igh -rank ing  na­
tiv e  officer. I  occasionally w itness­
ed na tive  soldiers m arch ing by. 
They were in va ria b ly  led by B r it ­
ish officers on horse-back. I  m an­
aged a b rie f conversation w ith  a 
couple o f na tive soldiers on guard 
near the docks. I  found ou t they 
were very dissatisfied w ith  th e ir 
pay —  $4 or $5 a m onth ."

F E E L IN G S  O F B R IT IS H  
S E A M E N

He recalled an in te res ting  meet­
in g  w ith  some B r it is h  seamen o ff 
a captured French fre igh te r.

“ They had been hav ing  a p re t­
ty  tough tim e  o f it .  They asked 
us fo r  hand-outs and spare c ig a r­
ettes. I  saw them  p ick  up ou r dis­
carded c iga re tte  bu tts . They have 
been rece iv ing as l i t t le  as $20 a 
m onth pay. A ltho ug h  m any o f 
them  are m arried , they get scar­
ce ly any news fro m  home, and 
some o f them  have been away 
fro m  th e ir  homes fo r  th ree  and 
fo u r  years. They have to  send 
every penny o f th e ir  p ittance 
home, and have no th in g  fo r  them ­
selves.

“ These B r it is h  seamen to ld  us

th a t there have been s trikes  on a 
num ber o f B r it is h  boats. In  a t 
least one instance, the govern­
m ent sent ou t a ba ttlesh ip  which 
took over an en tire  ship. The 
leaders o r ‘troub le -m akers ’ were 
shot. O ther seamen were g iven 10 
yea r prison sentences a t hard 
labor.

“ They were eager to  trade 
ideas w ith  us. They wanted to 
know  a ll about the w a r bonuses 
which the A m erican un ion sea­
men are getting- fo r  tra v e llin g  in . 
the w a r zone. They were astound­
ed to  learn th a t we were g e ttin g  
three tim es as much re g u la r pay 
as they. They wanted to  see H i t ­
le r  defeated, b u t they expressed 
qu ite  b it te r  ha tred  fo r  th e ir  own 
cap ita lis ts . They m entioned the  
huge pro fits the B r it is h  cor­
porations were m ak ing  ou t o f the 
w a r sacrifices o f the common 
people. They were p a rtic u la r ly  
an g ry  about the taxes, and spoke 
o f the 101 d iffe re n t taxes on food, 
e t c . . . "

T R O TS K Y IS M  IN  IN D IA
D id he com® across any ev id­

ences o f an in te rn a tio n a l revo­
lu tio n a ry  sen tim ent in  Ind ia?

“M y impression was that there 
was no centralized or leading re­
volutionary organization a t pre­
sent in India. But there was a 
general revolutionary sentiment 
which wouid enable such an or­
ganization to grow very quickly.

“ I  d id  manage to  meet several 
professed T ro tsky is ts , b u t under 
circum stances w h ich  do no t per­
m it  me to  disclose any details. 
Suffice to say, the re  are F ou rth  
In te rn a tio n a lis ts  in  Ind ia .

“ I  did notice, both in  Bombay 
and Calcutta , th a t T ro ts k y ’s 
works, p a r tic u la r ly  his ‘H is to ry  
o f the Russian R evo lu tion ’ were 
w ide ly  displayed in  the book 
shops. I  w en t in to  one C a lcu tta  
book-shop and asked the dealer 
i f  he had any o ther T ro tsky  
w orks beside the ’H is to ry .’ He 
showed me a couple o f others. 
Then he said th a t' he had heard 
th a t T ro ts k y ’s la s t book, on S ta l­
in, was com ing ou t soon, and th a t 
he had received m any inqu iries  
about it .  W h ile  he was te ll in g  me 
th is , several others in  the store

gathered around us and began 
asking when- the ‘S ta lin ’ book 
would be ava ilable.”

A T T IT U D E  T O W A R D  IN D IA N  
N A T IO N A L  CONGRESS

W h a t had he been able to  learn 
about the Ind ian  N a tion a l Con­
gress ?

“ The Congress now represents 
the sm all group o f na tive  bour­
geoisie a lm ost exclusive ly. A nd 
these fee l more in  a b lind  a lley  
than d u rin g  the la s t w ar. A ll 
th e ir  old p riv ileges  are being 
taken away, because the B r it is h  
no longer have any confidence in. 
the na tive  bourgeois leader’s a b il­
i t y  to  stem the tide  o f re vo lt. I  
d id n o t come across any signs o f 
enthusiasm  fo r  th is  group. T h e ir 
o n ly  sign o f p ro tes t a t the  t re a t­
m ent they are now being given 
by the B r it is h  ru le rs  is to res ign  
from  the N a tion a l Congress. B u t 
they are a m iserable lo t. Even 
when they resign, they take pains 
to make I t  c lear to the masses 
th a t th e ir  actions are not to be 
misunderstood as suggestions fo r 
mass revo lt. No one has confi­
dence in  the B r it is h  promises any 
longer. In  fact, I  learned th a t the 
papers w h ich  used to p lay up the 
B r it is h  promises, don’t  bother to 
m ention them any more. The B r it ­
ish no longer make promises any­
way.”

“ I ’l l  te ll you one t ilin g  about 
the people of Ind ia , though. They 
hate the B r it is h  ru le  w ith  an 
everlasting  hate. You can feel it  
lik e  a liVe th in g  in  the a ir. I  fe lt 
i t  by ind irec tion , ju s t as a fo r­
eigner, even when I  was buying 
som ething at s.ome sm all street 
store. U n til I  le t m y sympathies 
be known, tha t is.

“Everywhere you go, you hear 
the British refered to as ‘gona- 
metika’— that’s as close as I  can 
get to the Hindu word. I t  means 
‘bastard’,— with special t r i m ­
mings. I  hear shop-keepers, work­
ers, beggars refer to the British  
as 'British pigs.’ I  didn’t  hear 
anything about ‘loyalty’ to the 
British Empire. But I  did hear, 
wherever I  went. §uch sentiments 
as these; ‘Now is the tim e’, and 
‘How soon do you think the B rit­
ish w ill be defeated’, and ‘I f  we 
only had arms . . .

Nazi W ar Economy 
—Some Fiction 
And Some Facts

By JACK W EB ER
The w a r economy of fascism has hypnotized 

many non-M arxists w ith  the idea th a t German 
fascism has b u ilt  a new k in d  of social system. 
These people g ive H it le r  c red it fo r m iraculous 
powers, in c lud in g  the a b ility  to com pletely contro l 
wages, prices, production —  and even crises! 
D w igh t MacDonald even calls fascist w ar economy 
p lann ing fo r use!

H it le r  was fortunate  in com ing to power ju s t 
as the economic cycle of w orld  cap ita lism  was 
tu rn in g  upwards. H is  po litica l v ic to ry  over the 

.d isunited w orkers perm itted  the cap ita lis t class 
to stab ilize th e ir  economy and to reestablish pro­
fits at the d irec t expense of tire wages and liv in g  
standards o f the w orkers. H it le r  “ fixed”  wages a t 
th e ir  lowest level a tta ined d u rin g  the cris is , and 
then attem pted (w ith ou t complete success) to keep 
them there.

He then turned im m edia te ly  to the rearm a­
m ent of’ Germany and to preparations fo r war. 
T h is  not on ly “ solved”  the unem ploym ent prob­
lem by absorbing seven m illio n  unemployed, but 
soon created a shortage of labor. The tremendous 
speed of rearm am ent was rendered possible by 
the complete dom ination  of monopoly cap ita lism  
and the u tte r impotence of the w o rk in g  class.

Forgo tten was a ll H it le r ’s tom m yro t about 
women stay ing  a t home. Women young and old 
flocked in to  the factories. Today there are seven 
m illio n  in  factories and offices, not counting those 
g iv in g  forced labor on the farms. A m illio n  w o rk ­
ers were taken from  the farm s between 1932 and 
1937. T h is  ac tu a lly  resulted in  a decline in  a g ri­
cu ltu ra l ou tput in  the la tte r  year. Even hand i­
craftsm en were forced in to  the factories. As the 
fascist press fe lic ito u s ly  pu t i t :  “ The hand icra fts ­
man m ust be fo rc ib ly  led to h is happiness.”

“ C o n tro ll in g ”  Wages A n d  P rices
The wage schemes o:f m onopoly cap ita lism  soon 

s truck  a snag in  the w ar economy. Such an eco­
nomy ( in  the U n ited States, England, or Germany) 
demands reduced investm ents fn new cap ita l, the 
depletion of ex is ting  cap ita l in  order to supply 
the vast funds needed by the governm ent from  
savings and cap ita lis t surplus, and also reduced 
personal consumption. Carried too fa r, personal 
consum ption comes in to  con flic t w ith  w a r’s de­
mand fo r increased production. However, when 
labo r p ro d u c tiv ity  declined under the te rr ib le  
s tra in  in  Germany, the bosses were forced to  ra ise  
wages, especially in  the speeded-up w ar industries. 
Then- the  com petition  fo r  lahor, especially sk illed  
labor, n u llified  a ll the laws and agreements. Wages 
had to  be b id  up to  secure labo r— and to  p reven t 
slowdowns!

Nazi price con tro l is no d iffe re n t from  th a t 
o f E ngland o r o f the U n ited States, except th a t 
here i t  is s ta rtin g  la ter. The boards set up fo r 
“ p lann ing ”  and fo r price con tro l are the same 
as here. Here S te ttin ius , Knudsen and Hender­
son s it  w ith  the generals. There K rupp , Schroeder 
and th e ir  confreres no t on ly  s it  w ith  the generals 
bu t have themselves been given the g lit te r in g  u n i­
form s of generals and named “ leaders”  o f th e ir  
own m onopolist enterprises. Prices are set in  the 
usual m anner in  wh ich monopoly cap ita lism  sets 
prices. I t  would require  more than th is  column 
to quote the com plaints and exposures in  the Nazi 
press its e lf  regard ing the methods of price  eva­
sion, rendered easy by the p riva te  contro l of pro­
duction  and d is tr ib u tio n .

Fascist “ P la n n in g ”  Equa ls A n a rch y
How about “ p lann ing ” ? M arx long ago pointed 

out the d is tin c tio n  between the ordered p lann ing 
inside the fac to ry  under cap ita lism — and the re­
s u ltin g  aharchy of production in  society. P lann ing 
fo r use means p lann ing  fo r the  whole of society 
so as to meet a ll the needs o f people and raise 
th e ir  liv in g  standards. In. fascist Germany p ro­
duction by monopoly cap ita lism  fo r w ar breeds 
adm itted ly  increasing m isery of the masses. Ger­
man economy is being wrenched fo r the purposes 
of war. The same th in g  is occu rring  in  England, 
and w il l  occur here.

In  1935 the share o f capita l goods to consumers 
goods in Germany was 55% as against 45%. In  
1938 i t  was 62% as against 38%. In  the ten years 
between 1928 and 1938 to ta l income w ent up 26%. 
B u t the production of consumers goods dropped 
on e -tliird ! The aw fu l fear of in fla t io n  inhe rent 
in  these figures, the vis ion of another 1923, drove 
Secretary of State B rin km an n  out of his m ind 
s ix  weeks a f te r  ta k in g  the place o f Schacht.

H it le r ’s ‘New O rd e r ’ L ives B y L o o tin g
H it le r  has gambled on being able to solve th is  

anarchy o f German cap ita lis t econpmy by robbing 
the peoples o f Europe. A re  fa rm  laborers needed 
in  Germany? Then send m illio n s  of conquered peo­
ples and soldiers there as slaves. Does Germany 
need to replace its  badly w orn  m achinery? Then 
dism antle the factories of the rest of Europe and 
send the machines to Germany. Are consumer 
goods needed by the German masses? Then take 
them  away from  the in fe r io r  races and le t them 
starve! T h is  is the “ p lann ing”  of fascist cap ita l­
ism tha t requires the loo ting  o f a ll Europe to a t­
tem pt to make good its  own anarchy.

So long as the state continue« to give orders 
to German factories, so long as w ar in du s try  ex­
pands, the cap ita lis ts  need not w o rry  about m ar­
kets fo r  th e ir  goods. But the d is to rtin g  of Ger­
man economy in  the process, and the m onnting  
of the state debt means not on ly bankruptcy put 
a tremendous economic explosion in  the fu ture .
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PROGRAM FOR TODAY'S FIGHT
1. N o  u n io n  fig-leaves f o r  gove rn ­

m e n t s tr ik e b re a k in g . D em and  th a t trade  
u n io n  o ff ic ia ls  res ign  f ro m  a ll posts in  the  
gove rnm en t, in c lu d in g  th e  O P M  and  the  
N a tio na l M e d ia tio n  B oa rd .

2 . O rgan ize  th e  p ic k e t lin e s  f o r  a ll-  
o u t m il i ta n t  defense aga inst th e  thu g ge ry  
o f  com pany h o o d lu m s  and g ove rnm en t 

cops.

3 . O rgan ize  U n io n  D efense G uards 
to  p ro te c t the  p ic k e t lin e s  and u n io n  h a lls  
against ‘ law  and o rd e r com m ittees ,’  and 
a ll o th e r a n ti- la b o r bands.

4 . C a ll an  im m e d ia te  h a lt to  a ll acts 
o f  h o s t il ity  betw een the  A F L  and  C IO  
w h ich  serve the  bosses’ s tr ik e b re a k in g .

5 . D em and  the  u n if ic a t io n  o f  the  
A F L  and  C IO  on  the  basis o f  p re se rv ing  
and e x te n d ing  th e  in d u s tr ia l fo r m  o f  o r ­
gan iza tion .

6 . In d e pe n de n t w o rk in g  class p o l i t ic ­
al ac tion . B u ild  an In d e p e n d e n t L a b o r 
P a rty .

7 . E x p ro p r ia te  the  w a r in d u s tr ie s  
and opera te  th e m  u n d e r w o rk e rs ’ c o n tro l.

8 . F o r  a r is in g  scale o f  wages to  m eet 
the  r is in g  cost o f  liv in g .

Still More Hypocricy
Only the appropriate “ incident”  is being await­

ed before this nation w ill be plunged into fu ll 
m ilita ry  participation in the war.

The Roosevelt administration is making cer­
tain that the “ incident”  w ill come and soon.

Defeat of the British in the Balkans has given 
the administration the favorable atmosphere it has 
sought in which to launch its next big step to war: 
naval convoys for boats carrying war supplies to 
America’s imperialist war ally, Great Britain.

No one could misunderstand last week’s state­
ment of Frank Knox that “ ways must be found” 
to get goods to Britain safely, or the companion 
statement of Cordell H u ll that “ such aid must 
reach its destination in the shortest of time and 
in maximum quantity.”

Stripped of all diplomatic phraseology, this 
means naval convoys. This means a preparation 
for the immediate “ incident”  which spells war.

And yet, despite the fact that everyone is fu lly  
aware that this is the deliberate plan of the admin­
istration, Roosevelt must still play the game of 
subterfuge and hypocrisy, the game which he has 
pursued with each succeeding stage of the devel­
opments of his war program.

Roosevelt does not come out for convoys. He 
assiduously avoids the phrase. He merely declares 
that he is extending the already existing “ naval 
patrols”  into wider areas and, wherever necessary, 
into the seven seas.

No one can possibly be fooled by this tricky 
device. “ Naval patrols”  w ill become full-fledged 
convoys w ith the same easy transition whereby 
Roosevelt’s "short-of-war”  campaign pledge be­
came “ risk-of-war.”

In the very manner o f his devious methods, 
one detects the character of the war to which 
Roosevelt is committed. I t  is a war for sordid ends 
and material purposes, lb  is a war in which the 
true aims of the war-mongers may not be stated. It 
is a war of imperialism, a war in which American 
capitalism is pitted against Axis capitalism for the 
right to exploit the earth.

I f  Roosevelt seems to hesitate to state things 
by their right names, to call convoys, convoys, 
and not “ naval patrols” , that is merely essential 
caution in putting over an undertaking behind the 
backs of the people and against their w ill.

This nation is going to war just as quickly as 
Roosevelt can shove, drag or club it into doing so.

And this war w ill not be halted until the Ame­
rican masses, together with the oppressed of all na­
tions, put an end to the system of capitalist imper­
ialism from which this war has sprung.

Australian Dilemma
The Australian Labor Party is in a spot, f t  has 

the last thing in the world it  really wants— a maj­
o rity  in Parliament.

For a party adhering to a program of "grad­
ual”  acquisition of power by labor through parl­
iamentary means, this is theoretically the very 
height of their hopes— even though it  does come 
through the death of a government member,wiping 
out a previous slim government majority.

But does the Labor Party leadership want to 
take the responsibility of power? Not on your life. 
Like its counterpart in England, the Labor Party 
“ leaders”  have no program of their own to offer 
the workers. They provide only a pair of overalls 
fo r the bourgeois rulers to parade in. In the pre­
sent critical war situation, they are content to 
dance while the imperialist Neroes fiddle.

But a real way out of the crisis? A  road for­
ward for Australian workers? Don’t  ask the Aus­
tralian Labor Party bosses about that----- they'll
be too busy figuring out a way not to take power.

A  Pact O f 'Liberation'
We see by the D aily  Worker of A pril 24th that 

the Chinese Communist Party hailed the Soviet- 
Japanese pact as a “ definite contribution to the t 
cause of Chinese liberation against the Japanese 
invaders.”

We can only ask: I f  Stalin stops sending arms 
to the Chinese people, w ill the pact still be a “ de­
finite contribution to the cause of Chinese libera­
tion against the Japanese invaders” ? And if  250,- 
000 Japanese soldiers now stationed on the border 
between Manchukuo and the Soviet Union are re­
leased by the treaty for m ilita ry operations against 
the Chinese armies, w ill the pact still be a “ definite 
contribution to the cause of Chinese liberation 
against the Japanese invaders?”

Meaningless Decision
The millions o f poverty-stricken Negroes slav­

ing away on the farms in the south and in the fac­
tories in the north w ill find very little  cause for re­
joicing at the decision of the Supreme Court of the 
United States which asserts that Negroes traveling 
on first-class railroad tickets from state to state 
must be furnished w ith pullman accommodations.

The decision does not do away w ith the Jim-
Crowism on railroads. The railroads still have the 
right to separate white from black. I t  simply pro­
vides that i f  a Negro purchases a pullman ticket, 
he must be given pullman accommodations.

For A rthur W. Mitchell, Negro Democratic 
Congressman from Chicago, and the handful of 
Negroes who can afford to ride pullman, the der 
cision can be considered somewhat of a victory, 
even though they still must ride apart from the 
“ superior”  whites.

But for the Negro masses, the "v ic to ry”  is ab­
solutely meaningless. The m ajority of the Negro 
masses haven’t the fare to ride in coaches, let alone 
in pullmans. For them there w ill be no real victory 
until their standard of liv ing w ill enable them to 
ride in pullmans and until all forms of discrimina­
tions w ill be destroyed. And this can be achieved 
not by a Supreme Court decision, but by the united 
efforts of Negro and white workers.

O il O n W ar Flames
John D. Rockefeller, Jr. is pouring a little  

Standard Oil on the flames of war. In a letter to 
the N. Y. Times the billionaire urged Roosevelt to 
convoy arms and war materials (oil included, no 
doubt) to B rita in ’s door.

"We o f the Americas should stand by the B rit­
ish Empire to the lim it and at any cost.”  America’s 
foremost “ philanthropist”  can easily afford to give 
away a few more m illion lives and billions of dol­
lars—belonging to others!

Rockefeller also demanded that all labor dis­
putes and stoppages be barred for the duration of 
the war and that the government proceed to get rid 
of “ Red”  and “ fifth-column”  instigators of the re­
cent strikes. The businessmen and Congressmen 
who have been howling the same are only echoes of 
“ their master’s voice.”

Well, Roosevelt has conceived intervention in 
the war, J. P. Morgan and Thomas Larnont have 
blessed it, and now Rockefeller has baptized it. It 
seems to be all over but the shooting, boys!

Byrnes Appointment
The New York Times, April 30, reported that 

Roosevelt, in a White I louse interview, indicated 
that he is preparing to appoint Jim-Crow Senator, 
James F. Byrnes, pQll-tax Democrat from South 
Carolina, to the Supreme Court vacancy.

The Times indirectly quotes the President as 
saying that when he finally names his choice “ he 
hoped the people of South Carolina would not be 
disappointed.”

A large proportion of the people of South Caro­
lina are going to be more than "disappointed.” 
They w ill be downright enraged. They are the 
Negro workers and share-croppers against whom 
Byrnes has a two-decade record of vicious Negro­
baiting and anti-Negro legislative actions.

How To Train Workers 
To Fight Fascism?
'Daily Worker' Attacks Our Military Policy But Offers 
No Alternative Program; Stalinist Pacifism Disarms Workers

- Am erican w orkers in  ever -in ­
creasing numbers are beginning 
seriously to consider and to  dis­
cuss the m il ita ry  po licy advocated 
by the Socia list W orkers P arty  as 
pa rt of a genuine strugg le against 
im p e ria lis t war, and the th rea t of 
Fascism.

The S ta lin is t leadership has 
become alarm ed —  alarm ed be­
cause the rank and file o f the 
S ta lin is t P arty , sincere revo lu­
tion is ts , cannot but come eventu­
a lly  to see the difference between 
the revo lu tiona ry  po litica l line  of 
ou r p a r ty  and the sem i-pacifist, 
sem i-iso la tion is t a tt itu d e  o f the 
S ta lin is t p a rty .

The S ta lin is t, press finds i t  
once again necessary by its  usual 
methods to “ expose”  and d iscred it 
the T ro tsky is ts , .and, above all, 
to center the a ttack on our m il i ­
ta ry  po licy.

S T A L IN IS T  F R A M E -U P  
T h is  tim e the ed itors of the 

D a ily  W orker have ripped out of 
its  context pa rt o f a sentence 
from  our M ay Day Manifesto. 
Upon th is  basis they t r y  to erect 
an en tire  p o lit ic a l frame-up in  an 
ed ito ria l en titled , “ T ro tsky is t Poi­
son A ga inst the Peace F ig h t”  
(D a ily  W orker, A p r i l 28).

There was once a man who un­
dertook to dem onstrate th a t the 
B ib le  is the most corrupt, sacrile- 
geous hook ever w ritte n . He made 
bu t one cond ition : th a t he be a l­
lowed to delete one l i t t le  word, 
— “ NO T” — from  the Ten Com­
mandments. The conditions fo r 
S ta lin is t "dem onstrations”  are fa r 
cruder.

W H A T  W E  S A ID
A fte r  presenting our m il ita ry  

po licy, our M ay Day M anifesto 
states:

“ Yes, we w an t the w orkers to 
become expert in  a ll the m il ita ry  
arts. We don’t  w an t the bourgeois 
officer caste to have life-and- 
death con tro l over the men, any 
more than we w ant the boss to 
have th a t r ig h t  In  the factories. 
I f  the w orkers m ust figh t, then 
they sha ll figh t under the leader­
sh ip  of men whom  they can 
tru s t —  th e ir  own fe llo w  w o rk ­
ers, chosen by them as th e ir  of­
ficers.”

A N  O LD  T R IC K
Out o f th is  paragraph, the D a i­

ly  W orke r has extracted the 
phrase: “ I f  the workers m ust 
fight, then they sha ll figh t under 
the leadership o f men whom they 
can tru s t.”  And th is  phrase they 
pretend proves once and fo r a ll 
th a t the T ro tsky is ts  are support­
ers o f the im p e ria lis t w a r; th a t 
the T ro tsky is ts  dissem inate the 
lie  th a t th is  w a r is a w a r of de­
mocracy against Fascism (i. e. the 
po licy w h ich  the S ta lin is ts  them ­
selves advanced d u rin g  the days 
o f the Peoples’ F ro n t) ; th a t the 
T ro tsky is ts  are the a llies of Lon- 
don-W all S treet and the B r it is h  
Labor Party , and the Lovestone- 
ites and Norm an-Thom asites, etc. 
etc., (H it le r  and the M ikado are 
not included in  the lis t, because 
they are, a fte r  a ll, the a llies of 
S ta lin ) ; and las t bu t no t least, 
th a t the T ro tsky is ts  are a “ gang 
o f spies and wreckers.”

To believe the D a ily  W orker, 
ou r m il ita ry  po licy is on ly  a 
“ clum sy v a ria tio n ”  o f the po licy 
of the B r it is h  Labor P arty , and 
besides —  and th is  is the oldest 
slauder o f a ll!  —  i t  is  a prepar­
ation  fo r  lead ing an im peria lis t 
assault on the Soviet Union. Our 
M anifesto its e lf is  dismissed as 
a “ hash of canning verbiage, in  
w hich there is not a s ingle word 
of critic ism , o f the w a r plans of 
the U n ited Mates Im pe ria lism .’’ 
(D a ily  W orker, A p r i l 28, empha­
sis in  the o r ig in a l) . These con­
tem ptib le  h ire ling s  of the K rem ­
lin  apparently believe no t only 
th a t Am erican w orkers cannot 
read fo r  themselves bu t tha t, as 
in  Moscow, no one dare challenge 
th e ir  brazen lies fo r fear of G.P.U. 
reprisa ls.

O UR M IL IT A R Y  L IN E .
Our m il ita ry  po licy is present­

ed as fo llow s in  the May Day Man­
ifesto :

M il ita ry  tra in in g  of workers, 
financed by the government, un­
der the con tro l of the trade un­
ions !

The establishm ent of special of­
ficers’ t ra in in g  camps, financed by 
the government and contro lled by 
the trade unions to  tra in  workers  
to become officers!

F u ll equa lity  fo r  Negroes in  the

armed forces —  down w ith  J im  
C ro w ism l

T h is  is w hat the S ta lin is ts  are 
re a lly  opposing. T h is  is w hat 
they a ttack w ith o u t da ring  to 
quote d ire c tly  in  th e ir  ed ito ria l. 
W hy?

L IF E  A N D  D E A T H
The question of m il ita ry  t ra in ­

in g  is a life-and-death question 
fo r  the workers, no t on ly in  
Am erica but in  the whole world. 
■So fa r as m il ita ry  tra in in g  its e lf 
is  concerned, the workers have 
no choice. They arc not free to 
choose whether or no t to accept 
m il ita ry  tra in in g , no more than 
any w o rke r is free to choose 
w hether o f no t to w o rk  fo r  his 
live lihood. W orkers m ust go in to  
the A rm y  ju s t as they m ust seek 
jobs in  factories, —  so long as 
cap ita lism  continues to exist. The 
very same forces in  society that 
tu rn  men in to  slaves in  factories 
in  peace-time, —  th is  same capi­
ta lism  trans fo rm s  w orkers in to  
slaves of the m il ita ry  machine in 
war-tim e.

T h is  is denied on ly  by those 
who do no t understand tha t war 
is  today an in te g ra l pa rt of life  
under capita lism .

IN  W A R  AS IN  P E A C E
The class con flic ts  w h ich are 

tea ring  our society apart m an i­
fest themselves in  tim e  of war 
ju s t as they do in  peace-time, 
w ith  th is  difference, th a t the m il­
ita ry  aspect penetrates every 
sphere of social a c tiv ity . Modern 
wars are to ta lita r ia n , indepen­
den tly  o f w hether they are led 
by H it le r  o r C h u rch ill o r Roos­
eve lt: because modern wars are 
waged no t by isolated arm ies hut 
by en tire  nations. Even women 
and ch ild ren  become cogs in  the 
w ar machine.

A i l  the v ita l questions, a ll the 
problems of the w o rk in g  class, as 
of a ll classes in  society, are posed 
in  w ar-tim e in  naked m il i ta r j  
fo rm . T ha t is w hy Le n in  wrote 
d u rin g  the firs t im p e ria lis t war, 
on November 1, 1914, th a t “ to re ­
fuse m il ita ry  service, to s trike  
against war, etc. is  s im p ly  stup id : 
i t  is  a wretched and cowardly 
dream o f an unarmed struggle 
aga inst the arm ed bourgeoisie ; i t  
is  a yearn ing fo r the destruction 
of cap ita lism  w ith o u t a desperate 
c iv i l w a r o r a num ber of wars.”

A ID  C A P IT A L IS M
To Tefuse m il ita ry  tra in in g , tc 

represent m il ita ry  tra in in g  in  i t ­
se lf as o f no concern to the w o rk ­
ers o r ha rm fu l to th e ir  in terests 
ac tu a lly  constitutes an u n w illin g ­
ness to prepare the workers fo r 
the essential tasks con fronting  
them in  th is  period of s ta rk  m il i­
ta rism , thus leaving them defense­
less in  the hands of the cap ita lis i 
class.

T ra ined and led by the o ffice r- 
caste of the bosses the workers 
have no choice except to p a r tic i­
pate in  im p e ria lis t wars, fo r im ­
pe ria lis t aims.

W O R KERS H A V E  C H O IC E
B u t the Am erican workers do 

have and can make a choice when 
i t  comes to such questions as m il­
ita ry  tra in in g  by w h o m t m il ita ry  
tra in in g  under whose co n tro l! 
m il ita ry  tra in in g  fo r  w h a t?

I f  the m illio n s  o f w orkers o r­
ganized in  the CIO, the A F L  and 
the R a ilw ay Brotherhoods demand 
m il ita ry  tra in in g  under trade un­
ion contro l, no power on earth 
could deny th e ir  w ill.  Yes, in 
the present conditions th is  de­
mand is  not on ly  desirable bur

w ho lly  realizable. I t  would cons­
t itu te  a tremendous ga in fo r  the 
workers, and pave the way fo r a 
rea l strugg le against the im p e ri­
a lis t war, against Fascism, ana 
fo r the in s titu t io n  o f Socialism.

A  B IG  D IF F E R E N C E
N o th ing  could be fa lser than 

th e ' argum ent th a t a fte r a ll i t  
makes no difference w hether the 
trade unions or the officer-caste 
con tro l m il ita ry  tra in in g  since 
the leadership of the trade unions 
is com pletely com m itted to im ­
p e ria lis t policies, and, i t  is true, 
seeks on ly  to harness the w o rk ­
ers to the w a r machine. But the 
leadership o f the trade unions is 
one th in g  and the m illio n s  of 
workers who s t i l l  fo llow  the pre­
sent co rrup t leadership are some­
th in g  else again. I t  is im perm is­
sib le to id e n tify  the organizations  
of the w o rk ing  class w ith  the 
leadership.

The co n flic t between the mass 
o f organized w orkers and the 
leadership w h ich  supports the im ­
pe ria lis t w a r w i l l  deepen m onth 
by month, week by week, and 
even day by day. I t  is precisely 
on the re a lity  o f irreconcilab le  
class in terests and class conflicts, 
th a t is, precisely on pro le ta rian  
organizations th a t M arx is ts  m ust 
base themselves in  educa ting ,tra in ­
ing, ,and preparing  the masses at 
every stage of the process. The 
leadership o f the trade unions can 
be changed ove rn igh t —  and 
w ith o u t a m il ita ry  s trugg le  —  
whenever the overwhelm ing mass 
o f the workers are prepared and 
ready to  take  th is  step. B u t they 
are no t ye t prepared to accept 
revo lu tiona ry  leadership e ither in 
the trade union movement o r on 
the p o lit ic a l arena. M eanwhile the 
class struggle continues, under 
w a r-tim e  conditions. M il ita ry  
tra in in g  under trade-union con­
tro l, even under the in it ia l lead­
ersh ip  o f social pa trio ts , would 
im m edia te ly provide the workers 
w ith  th e ir  own  m il ita ry  organ i­
zations, the rea l means w herebj 
they can preserve th e ir  trade un­
ions, th e ir  press, th e ir  po litica l 
liberties, against Fascist a ttack at 
home or abroad.

W H A T  K IN D  O F P E A C E ?
I t  is  not accidental th a t the 

D a ily  W orker centers its  a ttack 
on precisely th a t p lank in  our 
p rogram  w h ich exposes m ost 
com ple te ly the fake  S ta lin is t 
“ s tru g g le ”  ,against im p e ria lis t 
w ar. The* po licy  o f the D a ily  
W orke r is best characterized as 
sem i-pacifis t and sem i-iso la tion­
is t. T h e ir po licy  is S ta lin ’s po licy 
o f ‘peace a t any price.’

T h e ir “ s tru g g le ”  aga inst the 
im p e ria lis t w a r is to ca ll fo r 
peace. W ho is to  in s titu te  th is  
peace? W h a t k in d  o f peace can 
the im p e ria lis ts  ever a rr iv e  a t?  
The S ta lin is ts  say, “ a peoples’ 
peace.”

W H A T  L E N IN  S A ID
Here is w h a t Len in  w ro te  on. 

M arch 29, 1915, in  the m id s t o f 
the la s t im p e ria lis t s laughter, 
aga inst those who then also- called 
fo r  te rm in a tio n  o f the  im p e ria l­
is t s laugh te r th rou gh  a “ demo­
c ra tic  peace” :

“ One o f the fo rm s  o f befud­
d lin g  the  w o rk in g  class” , said 
Lenin, “ is pacifism  and the ab­
s tract advocacy of peace.

“ The propaganda fo r  peace in 
the m idst o f the im p e ria lis t w a r.”  
continued Lenin, “ can on ly  sow 
illus ions, can on ly  c o rru p t the 
p ro le ta r ia t b y  in s t i l l in g  in  the 
w orkers  confidence in  the hum an­
ita r ia n  s p ir it  o f  the bourgeoisie 
and can on ly  tu rn  the  p ro le ta rr 
ia t  in to  a p la y th in g  in  the hands 
o f the  secret d ip lom acy o f the 
countries a t w a r. In  pa rticu la r, 
u t te r ly  fa lse  Is the  idea o f the 
so-cAlled dem ocratic peace w ith ­
ou t a series o f  revo lu tions.”

A  L E N IN IS T  PRO G RAM  .
E ve ry  w ord  o f Le n in ’s denun­

c ia tion  o f pac ifis t policies applies 
today  to  the po licy  o f the S ta l­
in is t leaders, w h ich  can lead, as 
have a ll th e ir  past policies, on ly 
to  d isaster and de feat fo r  the 
masses.

A s aga inst such a  program , we 
propose ou r m il i ta ry  po licy. On 
ou r M ay D ay M anifesto, i t  is ’ 
s ta ted :

“ C a rry  ou t these steps, crown 
them  w ith  the  fo rm a tio n  o f a 
W orkers  and F arm ers G overn­
m ent— and the  rea l w a r aga inst 
Fascism can be waged to  a  suc­
cessful and speedy conclusion.”

Where 
We Stand

By Albert Goldman

I t  is in te res tin g  and in s tru c tive  to see w h a t con­
nection the  various g roup ings in  th is  coun try  make 
between the w a r and fascism . In  th e ir  propaganda 
w ith , reference to  the w ar, how do th e y  u tiliz e  the 
fa c t  th a t G erm any is in  the hands o f the Nazis?

W h ile  we deny th a t th is  w a r is a s trugg le  o f de­
m ocracy aga inst fascism , i t  is im possible to  deny th a t 
Germ any is in  the g r ip  o f fascism . Fascism the re fo re  
enters as an im p o rta n t fa c to r in  the sense th a t v a r­
ious groups u til iz e  o r fa i l  to u tiliz e  i t  in  th e ir  a t t i ­
tude and propaganda in  re la tio n  to  the w ar.

Tw o p o lit ic a l tendencies e ith e r ignore the e x is t­
ence o f fascism  e n tire ly  ot re legate i t  to a place o f 
secondary im portance. They do no t a tte m p t to  fu rn ­
ish an answer to  the problem  a g ita tin g  the m inds o f 
the  w orke rs : How to  de feat fascism  in  Germ any and 
the re fo re  p reven t i t  fro m  conquering th is  coun try?  
A n  analysis o f the a ttitu d e  o f the group th a t has 
shoved L indbergh  to  the f r o n t  as its  spokesman and 
the a ttitu d e  o f the  S ta lin is t leadership shows th a t 
these tw o  groups ai-e a lm ost a like  in  so fa r  as they  
g ive  no clue to the so lu tion  o f the problem  m entioned 
above.

L in d b e rg  A n d  S ta lin is ts  Have N o  
A nsw er O n  F ig h t A ga ins t Fascism

The S ta lin is t press is exceeding ly anxious a t p re­
sent to  d is tingu ish  its e lf  fro m  L indbergh. In  the e a rly  
days o f the w a r the re  was a d is tin c t tendency on the 
p a r t o f the S ta lin is t leadership to make advances to 
L indbergh, b u t the decisive German v ic to ries  in  E u ­
rope and the consequent s h if t  o f po licy  on the p a r t o f 
S ta lin  b rough t the  f l ir ta t io n  o f the S ta lin is ts  w ith  
L indbergh  to a ha lt. L ind be rg h ’s fasc is t lean ings and 
connections was also an im p o rta n t fa c to r in  the S ta l­
in is t  tu rn  aw ay fro m  him . They ra n  the r is k  o f los ing  
too m any o f th e ir  supporters by m ak ing  an alliance 
w ith  L indbergh  and his friends.

In  the speech L indbergh  delivered in  New Y o rk  on 
A p r i l  23, he did  no t say a w ord  about fascism . Ho 
confined h im se lf to  w h a t he term ed the  p ra c tica l 
question as to  w hethe r o r n o t the U n ited  States, by  
h e lp ing  E ng land, can p reven t a German v ic to ry . 
W hether he is com petent to  deal w ith  th is  question 
and w hether he is correct in  re p ly in g  to  i t  in  the  ne­
ga tive  are im m a te ria l. The im p o rta n t p o in t is th a t 
he ignored com ple te ly  the question o f fascism . B y  ig ­
n o rin g  i t  he says in  e ffe c t th a t so fa r  as he is con­
cerned, he has absolute ly  no th in g  aga ins t it .

L e t i t  n o t be understood th a t L indbergh  and h is 
group o f fasc is t adm irers are fifth -co lu m n is ts  in  the 
sense th a t the y  w ou ld  lik e  to  de live r th is  cou n try  in to  
the clutches o f H itle r .  Such f i f t h  co lum nists can ex is t 
o n ly  in  a sm all cou n try  th a t has to  sub ject its e lf  to  
one o r the  o ther o f the im p e ria lis t camps. N o im ­
p o rta n t f ig u re  in  th is  country , no m a tte r how g re a t 
an a d m ire r o f H it le r  he m ay be, w ou ld  fo r  one mo­
m ent consent to  hav ing  H it le r  dom inate the  U n ited  
States. The group behind L indbergh  w ants A m erican 
cap ita lism  to  p lay  n o t on ly  an independent b u t a 
dom inant ro le  in  w o rld  a ffa irs .

W h ile  L indbergh  stated th a t he would consider 
the de feat o f the B r it is h  E m p ire  a tragedy, he did so 
fro m  the p o in t o f v iew  o f one who realizes th a t the 
existence o f the B r it is h  E m p ire  is an exce llent th in g  
fo r  the continued existence o f the suprem acy o f im ­
pe ria lism . There is also no doubt th a t his group would 
g la d ly  p ick up a few  o f  the m ost im p o rta n t pieces o f 
a defeated B r it is h  E m pire . F rom  the same genera l 
p o in t o f v iew  the group behind L indbergh  would con­
sider a defeat o f H it le r  a tragedy. T h a t m ig h t lead 
to  some ve ry  serious consequences to  the s ta b ility  o f 
the c a p ita lis t system. The ideal fo r  L indbergh  is a 
negotiated peace where the three pow erfu l c a p ita lis t 
ru l in g  classes o f the U n ited  States, o f Eng land and o f 
G erm any would w o rk  ha rm on ious ly  to e xp lo it the 
re s t o f the w o rld— n a tu ra lly  w ith  A m erican ca p ita l­
ism  g e ttin g  the  lio n ’s share. T h is  is the prog-ram and 
the hope o f a ll the appeasers.

I f  no negotia ted peace is possible then L indbergh  
obv ious ly  pre fe rs  a German v ic to ry . He does n o t say 
so specifica lly  b u t no o th e r conclusion is possible. H is 
preference is no t m otiva ted by pro-G erm anism  b u t 
by pro-fascism . A  v ic to ry  o f H it le r  means th a t the  
“ wave o f the fu tu re ”  comes th a t much closer to th is  
coun try . N o t in  the sense th a t  H it le r  w i l l  conquer 
th is  coun try  but because the  idea o f  fascism  w i l l  ga in  
trem endous support.

T he  S ta lin is t A t t itu d e  T ow a rd  Fascism
I f  L indbergh ’s silence about fascism  indicates th a t 

he would like  to see th a t system introduced in to  th is  
country , the S ta lin is t silence w ith  reference to- the  
same problem  indicates th a t the y  have no p ro g ra m  
fo r  f ig h tin g  fasc ism  e ffec tive ly . I  do no t mean to  say 
th a t the S ta lin is t press is s ile n t about fascism  in  gen­
eral. I  mearl th a t the S ta lin is t leadership, in  its  a t t i ­
tude and propaganda w ith  reference to the w a r, does 
n o t a tte m p t to  show w h a t the w orkers should do' in  
order to  defeat fascism.

Inco n trove rtib le  p ro o f o f th a t s ta tem ent exists in  
the p rog ram  o f the A m erican  Peace M ob iliza tion , 
w h ich m ust be considered the o ffic ia l p rogram  o f tho  
S ta lin is ts . T h is  p rogram  does no t say a w ord  about 
the  problem  o f fascism  and the w a r.

A g a in  a w a rn in g  is necessary. We do n o t c la im  
th a t the ig n o rin g  o f the problem  by the S ta lin is t 
leadership indicates th a t i t  has the same a ttitu d e  as 
L indbergh  and his group. S ure ly  the vast m a jo r ity  o f 
C om m unist p a r ty  members and sym path ize rs arc 
b it te r  foes o f fascism . B ut, so fa r  as the S ta lin is t 
leaders are concerned, they are S ta lin is ts  f irs t  and 
forem ost,, th a t is. they light, fo r  S ta lin  and no more. 
E ve ry th in g  else is secondary.

The S ta lin is t leadership ignores the problem  be­
cause i t  has no answer to it .  A n  e ffec tive  answer can 
be made on ly  by those who, like  ourselves, see in  the 
ta k in g  o f power by the w o rk in g  class the on ly  road to  
destroy fascism  everywhere. O n ly  the  revo lu tiona ry  
camp can g ive such an answer. The S ta lin is t leader­
ship, tied  as i t  is to S ta lin ’s fo re ig n  po licy, can girts 
no answer to  th is  a ll- im p o rta n t problem . T h a t is w h y  
the  S ta lin is t leadership, lik e  L ind berg h ’s group, say 
no th in g  about it .


