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ROOSEVELT TAKES CHARGE OF THE WAR
Vanadium Strike 
Can’t Be Halted
Strikers Blast Hillman For Doing Dirty 
Strikebreaking Work of the Corporation

BRIDGEV1LLE, Pa., March 17— Sidney Hillman played 
the role of a strikebreaker last Saturday when he came to the aid 
ofi E. T. Bransome, “ labor consultant”  on H illman’s staff and 
president of the Vanadium Corporation, against the 400 striking 
workers of the corporation’s plant here.

“ I t  is of utmost importance to the national defense pro­
gram that certain vanadium products be shipped away from the 
Bridgeville plant,”  Hillman wired to Frank Pugne, president of 
CIO Local In d u s tr ia l Un ion No.
953, the  s tr ik in g  union. “ I  expect 
you to cooperate in  these sh ip­
m ents,”  H illm a n  concluded.

H illm a n ’s demand on the s t r ik ­
ers provided the sanction fo r 
b r in g in g  in  the state police, that, 
ve ry  n igh t, armed w ith  30 inch 
r io t  sticks, I to escort 16 scabs 
th rough  the p icke t line.

P L A IN  S C A B H E R D IN G
The un ion im m edia te ly  issued 

a statem ent p rov ing  th a t the ‘‘f in ­
ished goods”  was bu t a pre text 
fo r  s ta rtin g  up operations. There 
were “ on ly  a t the m ost fo u r thorn 
sand pounds of finished goods on 
the flo o r,”  w h ich  could have been 
carted away “ in  two trucks ,”  said 
the union. The company, instead, 
ro lled  e igh t em pty box cars in to  
the p lan t to give the im pression 
th a t i t  had a large qu a n tity  of 
finished products to move.

Then, says '  the un ion, “ on ly 
tw en ty  m inutes a fte r the scabs 
had sneaked in to  the p lan t under 
the  prp tection of the coal and 
iro n  cops, the sc^bs had started 
the crusher w o rk ing .”

In  a word, H illm a n ’s gag about 
“ na tiona l defense”  served m erely 
as a cover fo r  p la in  old-fashioned 
scab-herding by a member of H i l l ­
man's sta ff.

IN D IC T  H IL L M A N
The un ion statement, p rin ted  in 

lea fle t fo rm  fo r widespread dis­
tr ib u tio n  in- the P ittsb u rg h  area, 
said:

“ A  sta tem ent in  the P it ts ­
burgh Press th a t E. D. B ran - 
some, president o f the V anad­
ium  Corpora tion , is a labp r con­
s u lta n t on M r. H illm a n ’s s ta ff, 
th ro w s  some l ig h t  on how the 
Company can ge t C IO  o ffic ia ls  
and S tate Governors to  do th e ir  
d ir ty  w o rk  fo r  them .”
N o t a single s tr ik in g  w orker 

has been induced to break ranks

by the pressure of the federal, 
state and local governments and 
the company. O nly sixteen office 
employes and technical men could 
be mustered by the company Sat­
urday n ig h t fo r its  back-to-work 
m ovem ent.. '

The company had sent message 
a fte r message to in d iv id u a l s t r ik ­
er^ d u rin g  the day to t r y  to get 
some o( them  to do the w ork. 
Not a man accepted th is  dishon­
orable proposal.

The s tr ik e  has been in  p ro­
gress s incC F ebruary  10, when the 
un ion men walked out because of 
the company’s insistence upon 
h ir in g  s ix  non-union men fo r jobs 
in  the p lan t; in  v io la tio n  o f a un­
ion contractua l provis ion.

The company refused to consi­
der un ion men fo r the job of p lan t 
guards, because i t  regarded these 
jobs as of “ confidentia l capacity.”  
T ha t is, the company was p lan­
n ing  to in troduce the usual p ro­
fessional company police to act as 
snoopers and stool-pigeons.

A n thony  Federoff, assistant re­
gional d irec to r fo r  the CIO, a t­
tempted to order the workers 
back on the job  against th e ir  own 
democratic vote. The s tr ike rs  
challenged th is  piece o f pro-com-' 
pany action, and refused to re tu rn  
u n til the company agreed to abide 
by the contract.

The s tr ike rs  have received sup-, 
po rt and m a te ria l aid from  <tbe 
W ashington County Labor Coun­
c il, Carnegie Lodge 171, SWOC- 
CIO, G oodw ill Lodge 178, SWOC, 
the Lawrence ■ Local 1198 o f the 
U n ited M ine W orkers and other 
un ion locals.

P a rt of the company’s a ttem pt 
to smash the s tr ik e  has been to 
secure the arrest of F ra n lt  Pugne, 
president of the Vanad ium  local, 

(Continued on page 2)

Bus Walkout 
Holding Firm

Manhattan’s bus drivers were still holding firm ly to their 
strike struggle Wednesday evening, the tenth day of the strike, 
despite the latest and most brazen strikebreaking move of Mayor 
LaGuardia.

The mayor, who had been demanding that the strikers re­
turn to work without any of their demands being granted, but 
that everything be submitted to “ im partial”  arbitration after 
calling o ff the strike, repeated this w ith a new wrinkle Wednes­
day morning.

He declared that, unless the strikers immediately returned 
to  w ork , he would ap po in t a '
“ fa c t- fin d in g ”  com m ittee to de­
te rm ine  w hethe r or no t the issues 
o f  the s tr ik e  could have been 
subm itted to a rb itra tio n .

I t  was a foregone conclusion 
th a t  the com m ittee would “ find”  
th a t  a rb itra tio n  could h a v e  
“ solved”  the problem , and a hue 
and c ry  would be ra ised against 
the  s tr ik e rs  on the  basis o f th is  
“ im p a rtia l find in g .”

A t  th is  p o in t P h ilip  M u rra y ,
CIO head, appeared on the  scene 
and nego tia tions w ere  resumed 
d ire c t ly  between the un ion and 
th e ’ bus. company,, w ith  M u rra y  
p a rtic ip a tin g !

The workers on the c ity  tra n s it 
lines understand the fu l l  meaning 
of tlie  present drive  against them : 
LaG uard ia  is interested in  deal­
in g  the 'm axim um  blow against 
the un ion before discussion of the 
subway contracts which expire 
next June.

R A TS  Y E L L  “ R E D ”
F or a day o r so last week, the 

Dies Committee gave its  custom­
a ry  p u b lic ity  release in  -favor o f 
the bosses, te rm in g  the s tr ik e  a 
“ red” , s tr ike . The p u b lic ity  release 
of the Dies Com m ittee n a tu ra lly  

(Continued on page 2)

Detroit Auto Strike Pickets
Equal Sacrifice 
Is A  Crude Lie

T

Members o f the U n ited  A utom obile  W o rke rs  (C IO ) p icke tin g ,th e  s truck  p la n tm f the  Fed­
era l M o to r T ruck  Co. la s t week in  D e tro it. The s tr ik e rs  are dem anding wage increases and the 
un ion shop. The company holds $5,000,000 in  w a r  orders.

Fight Against Ford 
Heads Towards Strike

DETROIT, Mich.— The industrial metropolis of Detroit 
was tense.and taut in all its nerves this week, as the enslaved 
Ford workers strained at their bonds, and as Henry Ford, the 
most hated tyrant among America's tycoons, tried to hold his 
seat on his besieged and uncertain throne.

Weeks of struggle in  the River Rouge, Highland Park and 
Lincoln plants, Weeks of battles With Harry Bennett’s thugs, of 
dozens of minor engagements in every department, are culminat­
ing now in a gathering up of the now mighty UAW-CIO army 
for a telling blow against Ford’s vicious open shop.

The isolated skirmishes in the plants tend now to develop 
into the mighty offensive of a strike. Nothing Henry Ford or
H a rry  Bennett can do w i l l  stop 
it. The day when top un ion o ffi­
cia ls could in tervene to call a ha lt 
has passed also. Now tha t the 
Ford workers are organized at 
last, now th a t they feel the ir 
s trengh t, o n ly  a v ic to ry  can 
cool th e ir  w h ite-hot anger and de­
te rm in a tio n  to defeat the labor- 
ha ting  Ford regime.

W O R KERS SHO W  P O W ER
As a w arn ing, 3,000 Ford w o rk ­

ers th is  xleek staged a sit-down 
s tr ik e  in  the R iver Rouge p la n t 
Bennett’k prom ise to pu t back, to 
w ork  e igh t men previously  dis­
charged fo r un ion a c tiv ity , had 
not been kept. Whereupon the 
3,000 UAW-CIO workers sat down, 
and would not budge u n t il the ir 
brothers .who bad been given the 
axe were reinstated on t l ie ir  fo rm ­
er jobs.

In  one ho u r’s tim e, the fo rm ­
e rly  cocky and self-confident H a r­
ry  Bennett capitulated to the 
w orkers ’ demand, and h a s tily  pu t 
the e igh t men back to w ork.

" I t  was a ll a m istake”  he said.
He w il l  soon learn i t  is  a. m is­

take to th in k  th a t he and his a r­
my of gangster "seryice men”  can 
fig h t and w in  against the UAW - 
CIO.

N L R B  H E A R IN G S
In  death ly  fear of a Ford s trike , 

t lie  N a tiona l Labor Relations 
Board was qu ick th is  week to an­
nounce hearings fo r March 2-1 to 
determ ine whether a. vote, w i l l  be 
held among the Ford workers.

The. board’s game is clear. Two 
s trikes are already being waged 
in  D e tro it —  against M id land 
Steel, m anufacturers of steel fra ­
mes fo r  m ost of the c ity ’s auto 
plants, and against Federal Mo­
to r T ruck  — ..and i f  a Ford s tr ike  
were' added to these, i t  would 
to u ch -p ff a g igan tic  s tr ik e  wave.

T he  boat'd hopes th a t the tw o 
o r three m onths necessary fo r  an

N LR B  election w i l l  be su ffic ien t 
to cool the w h ite -lio t mood o f the 
workers.

V O TE  M E A N S  N O T H IN G
B ut H a rry  Bennett made very 

clear the fu t i l i t y  of an NLR B 
vote now.

Said Bennett: “ I f  the N LR B  or­
ders an election, of course we w ill 
ho ld ohe . . . .  T H E  CIO W IL L  
W IN  IT  OF COURSE, because i t  
always w ins these fa rc ica l elec­
tions, and we w i l l  bargain w ith  
i t  because the law says so. W E  
W IL L  B A R G A IN  T IL L  H E L L  
FREEZES OVER BU T T H E Y  
W ON’T  GET A N Y T H IN G .”

Ford  a lready concedes the 
N LR B  election ! K now ing  th a t the  
CIO  w il l  w in , he has brazenly an­
nounced through Bennett th a t the 
election w on’t  mean a th ing , be­
cause they w i l l  s ta ll and sabotage 
the negotiations, and refuse to 
give an inch!

B A T T L E S , N O T  B A L LO T S
Clearly, the Ford s itua tion  is 

now out of thé rea lm  of N LR B  
votes.

W hat now rem ains to be done, 
and w h ich  has not yet been done 
by the leaders of the Ford drive, 
is to draw  up a lis t  of un ion de­
mands, upon w h ich  to take a de­
term ined stand. -.- 1

The Ford workers .want to see 
Ford served w ith  a un ion contract, 
a contract w h ich calls fo r wage in ­
creases to b ring  Ford wages up 
to the level, of the organized 
plants; a contract, wh ich would 
abolish fo r  a ll tim e the “ service 
departm ent”  and the re ign of te r­
ro r in  the p lan ts; establish the 
un ion r ig h t to set tim e standards 
and abolish the speed-up; insure 
the r ig h t of the un ion to^bargsin 
ou any and a ll grievances; and 
wipe out Ford's threats against 
the Negroes by guaranteeing the 
r ig h ts  and the jobs o f a ll The col­
ored w orkers in  the F o rd  p lants.

In  a ll probability , th is  w i l l  re­
su lt in  a s trike . B u t i t  is the only 
road ahead. There is no way 
around a battle  qv ith  Ford. Once 
launched, such a figh t can only 
end in  un ion v ic to ry .

FO R D W A N T S  T IM E
F ord ’s on ly  a lte rna tive  now is 

to p lay fo r tim e. As T IM E  maga­
zine pu t i t :  “ About the on ly lim b  
le ft ( fo r F ord) was delay. To­
ward th a t lim b  Ford was edging.”

The Roosevelt a d m in is tra tion  
Was busily  engaged th is  week in  
se tting  up the m ach inery to pro­
vide Ford w ith  a lim b  to clim b 
on to.

The Roosevelt-Knudsen-Hillmau- 
Perkins announcement th a t steps 
were being taken to set up a W ar 
Labor Board w ith  broad powers 
o f m ediation, was tim ed to  side­
step a Ford s trike .

In  a ll s tr ik e  struggles in  th is  
period, the un ion now is faced 
w ith  governm ent in te rven tion  on 
the Side of the employer. Espe­
c ia lly  in  the Ford s itua tion , which 
has widespread na tiona l s ign ific ­
ance, the governm ent means to do 

(C ontinued on Page 2)

A N  E D IT O R IA L
Roosevelt, in his speech last Saturday night, spoke of the 

sacrifices w h id i “ all o f you”  w ill be called upon to make.
' That “ all of you” was supposed to make the worker think 

that everybody w ill sacrifice.
Roosevelt w ill call upon the capitalist to sacrifice half 

of his income (^vhich probably has been doubled or more by 
the war). The capitalist— we’re thinking of the smaller fry— 
w ill give up half his income of $200,000, leaving only ,a bare 
$100,000 to feed and clothe the capitalist and his fam ily for 
the year. And the worker making $35 a week w ill be called 
upon to sacrifice his eight-hour day and, at least five dollars 
a week from his pay.

But that’s only the beginning. Added to higher taxes, 
direct and indirect, the worker w ill get a lower standard o f’ 
liv ing because of the inevitable rise in pyces. Already prices 
of' meat and other foodstuffs h;ivc risen considerably and t|ie 
real rise is yet to come.

For, don’t forget, most of the billions of dollars already 
spent and about to be spent for war purposes, goes into mater­
ial used exclusively for destruction. The shells, the planes, the 
guns, the warships, not only slaughter people, but their manu­
facture means that just that much of the industrial capacity 
of the country is taken away fro fii useful purposes.

f t  is taken away, that is, from the standard of living of the 
workers. You can be sure that no capitalist w ill eat less but­
ter or steaks -octaviar.

Antf after thV.WMvif Britain' and the-Uaited States win ? 
What w ill th£ workers now working in the war industries do? 
W ill they be shifted to prodücing the things they need? We 
can easily answer that question. Before the war effort began, 
millions of workers were unemployed, and after the war as 
many and even more millions w ill be unemployed. Even the 
Capitalists admit that the industrial machine w ill be thrown 
into turmoil when the war ends.

This alone proves that the war is not being fought in the 
interests of the workers, i t  is fought because the American 
and British capitalists are fighting their German competitors. 
And after the war, no matter which side wins, the worker w ill 
continue to slave and make profits for the bosses or hunger 
with the unemployed.

For capitalism can use the industrial machine effectively 
only for war and death. 7'he working masses must 
realize that, so long as they permit capitalism to continue, 
just that long w ill they be fu lly  employed only during war­
time.
, To smash fascism, we would be ready for any sacrifice. 
The workers must do everything to destroy fascism. Arms 
in hand, the workers should be prepared to sacrifice, not only 
comforts, but their lives, in the struggle against, fascist op­
pression.

But this is not the war against fascism. The workers can­
not destroy fascism by fighting for British and American capi­
talist interests. For, even i f  the American and British capital­
ists \#in against Hitler, the workers meanwhile face the men­
ace at home. The fundamental inequality between the sac­
rifices extorted from the workers, and the "sacrifices”  of the 
plutocrats, is proof enough that this is in no sense a "war for 
democracy.”

Only when the workers w ill take over the governmental 
power of this country— only then w ill the real war against 
fascism be waged.

BREITMAN OPENS SWP CAMPAIGN IN NEWARK
NEW ARK, N.J. March 20— 

Attacking the giant private 
utilities, Public Service, George 
Breitman, Socialist Workers 
Party candidate for C ity Com­
mission, this week called for 
“ municipal ownership of Public 
Service under control and man­
agement of the workers.”

Breitman made clear that 
this demand, one of the main 
points in his platform, was the 
only answer to the high rates 
charged and the large dividends 
declared for its stockholders at 
the expense of the c ity ’s work­
ers, and the vicious employ­
ment policy of-P.S. which..dis-. 
criminates against Negro work­
ers and other m inority groups.

“ Public Service,”  said Breit­
man, “ having a virtual mon- 
o'poly in utilities, cleaned up 
over 23 million dollars last 
year, not counting all the d iv id ­
ends and 'bonuses. Tn return, it 
charged more for its • services 
than the average utilities com­
pany does. The national average

fo r  the f irs t  25 k ilo w a tt  hours o f 
l ig h t  is  $1.35, w h ile  P ub lic  Ser­
vice charges $1.70 fo r  the same 
am ount.”

B re itm an pointed to the fac t 
th a t “ P. S. is glad of the oppor­
tu n ity  to get the money of the 
colored consumers, bu t feels th a t 
i t  doesn’t  have to give them any 
oppo rtun ity  to get any of the mo­
ney back th rou gh  em ploym ent.”

C IT Y  H A L L ’S R O LE
He also warned against expecting 

the present members of the C ity  
Commission to do an y th in g  about 
the g ian t corpora tion and its  po l­
icies. "EU ensle in and Co., and 
B yrne  and Co., do a lo t  o f squab­
b lin g  down a t C ity  H a ll. B u t I  
c learly  rem em ber one th in g  they 
d idn ’t  squabble about. T h a t was 
the expenditure of 12 m illio n  do l­
la rs to bu ild  our ‘subway’ a few 
years' ago. T h is  subway was of 
l i t t le  convenience to most w o rk ­
ers, bu t a lo t of convenience to 
P ub lic  Service-. A n d  P ub lic  Serv­
ice gets the use o f th in  subway at

a ren ta l price  th a t doesn’t  even 
pay the in te res t on the expendi­
tu re , le t alone the p rin c ip a l.”

W O R K E R S ’ C O N TR O L
“ B u t m un ic ipa l ownership is 

no t enough. I t  does no t aoswer 
the question of who is going to 
ru n  them.

“ Most c ities w ith  pub lic  owner­
ship tu rn  con tro l of operation 
over to  some p o lit ic a l machine, 
tha t runs i t  fo r  patronage. I  am 
opposed sto th is . I  favor p lacing 
contro l of operation in to  the 
bands o f committees elected by 
the P ub lic  Service, employees 
themselves, and I  would ins is t 
th a t the colored w orkers get not 
on ly  jobs, bu t also places on these 
m anaging committees. W orkers ’ 
con tro l would be the best answer 
to the question o f management, 
and would at the same tim e be 
of great educational value to w o rk ­
ers in, other indus tries .”

(F o r  an a rtic le  by George 
B re itm a n  on N e w ark  housing, 
tu rn  to  Page 3.)

CHURCHILL 
IS NOW FDR 
LIEUTENANT
Tenor of Speech Is 
That of General of 
The " Democracies"

Roosevelt’s speech to the 
White House Correspondents 
Association last Saturday night 
clearly indicated the role which 
he has assumed aS the leader 
of the Roosevelt-Churchill Axis 
in the struggle against the H it- 
ler-iyiusSolini-Mikado Axis.

He graciously complimented 
Churchill, leader of British im­
perialism, but the tone and the 
manner were those of one who 
felt himself to be a superior 
complimenting a subordinate 
associate. F rom  now on Roose­
ve lt, as the  rep resen ta tive  o f 
A m erican im p e ria lis t in terests, 
takes, charge of thé  s trugg le  
aga inst H it le r  Germ any.

W ith  the lend-lease law  now be­
h in d  h im , the re  was .ne longer 
arty note, of diplom acy. B lu n tly  
Roosevelt named Germany, I ta ly  
and Japan. I t  was the speech of 
the head of a na tion  at w ar.

BOSS PRESS CHEERS
And there was loud cheering 

from  the men who mold pub lic  
op in ion fo r the owners of indus­
try .

E specia lly was th e ir  cheering 
loud and vociferous and lo”ng- 
lâs ting  -when the President stated 
th a t the “ de term ination  o f A m er­
ica m ust not be obstructed by 
Unnecessary s trikes  o f w o rkers ,”  
I t  was then th a t the select au­
dience w ent w ild  as they beheld 
a v is ion  of leg is la tion  to curb 
s trikes and keep thé w orkers in  
subjection to to il fo r  the  v ic to ry  
of the cap ita lis t masters o f th is  
country.

Roosevelt spoke w ith  the confi­
dence of a man who had ju s t a r­
ranged to get seven b illio n  dol­
la rs ’ w o rth  of w a r m a te ria l —•' 
m aking  a to ta l o f 35 b illio n s  ap­
propria ted since last Summer —  
to th row  in to  the scale of ba ttle .

W O R LD  CO NQ UEST
He spoke w ith  the confidence o f 

one who has at h is disposal the  
strongest in d u s tr ia l m achine in  
the w orld , able to produce more 
ins trum ents of death than the re s t 
of the w orld  combined. He spoke 
as the leader of a class de te rm in ­
ed to ru le  the world .

And w ith o u t any sarcasm . he 
spoko of B r it is h  and Greek and 
Chinese democracy. No one coüld 
ask h im  about the m illio n s  in  In ­
dia and A frica - who are g iven a 
fea rfu l taste of B r it is h  democracy. 
No one could in te rru p t to . ask 
about, the. thousands o f w orkers 
ro tt in g  in  the dungeons o f the 
v ile  Greek d ic ta to rsh ip . N o  one 
could rem ind h im  about Chrang- 
Kai-shek’s butchery of tens b f 
tliousaiWs of m il ita n t  workers.

The speech was no t a fo rm a l 
declaration of w a r b u t i t  came 
close to being one. N o t once was 
there any m ention of the now-ex­
t in c t fo rm u la  o f “ aid sho rt of 
w a r.”  Not once was there a répé­
t it io n  of the prom ise hé had given 
so often tha t there W ill he no 
A m erican troops figh ting  on fo r­
eign soil.

The speech in  effect said;
“ I  sha ll do e ve ry th in g  neces­

sa ry  to  defeat Germ any. I f  i f  
can be done by ha v in g  the  
B r it is h  f ig h t  fo r  us. w e ll and 
good. B u t i f  not,- then we have 
a navy, and an a rm y, and w o 

. sha ll use them  to  ta ke  over the  
m astery o f the  World.-’
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Minn. Negroes 
Fight Color Bar
Governor Stassen's Ban Against Negroes 
In State Home Guard Is Fought Vigaiausty

M INNEAPO LIS—The twelve thousand Negroes in the 
Twin Cities of Minnesota are today confronting the same prob­
lems which Negroes face everywhere in the United States—color 
discrimination in the war industries and in the armed forces.. 
Resentment against this oppressive discrimination has now come 
to a boiling point over Governor Stassen’s Jim Crow policy in 
setting up the Minnesota Home Défense, the force that is re­
placing the National Guard which has been seht into the regular 
army.

Stassen has refused to  open the  tanks o f  the I Some G uards 
to  Negroes. Th is act ih regarded 
as the la s t s tra w  by  the local 
Negro- com m unity. Colored lead­
ers, among them  m any ' trade 
un ionists, have form ed a M inne­
sota N egro  Defense Com m ittee.
F o r  five m onths th is  Com m ittee 
has sought unsuccessfu lly to 
ga in  an audience avith the Gover­
nor. Stassen has issued ly in g  
statem ents to  the  press th a t he 
has no t received any requests 
fro m  the Com m ittee fo r  such a 
m eeting.

S TA S S E N ’S N E W  T R IC K
F in a lly , when Stassen saw' tha t 

he could no. longer awe the Nè- 
grOes o r conquer them by siieftcê. 
the governor resorted to an old 
p o litica l t r ic k  of try in g  to s p lit  
the ranks of the Negroes by ap­
po in ting ' two Negroes as an “ In ­
vestiga ting  Committee.”  The two 
Negroes agreeing to serve the gov­
ernor are Raymond Cannon,
M inneapolis lawyer, and Lawrehce 
T a rve r of St. Paul, an Am erican 
Legion member. t

F a r from  stem m ing the Ne­
groes’ figh t against d isc rim ina ­
tion , th is  act on ly accelerated the 
struggle. Today Cannon and T a r­
ver are tho rough ly  repudiated by 
the Negro com m unities in  M innea­
po lis and St. Paul.

P RO TEST M E E T IN G S
Large mass meetings of protest 

have been held in  both M innea­
po lis and St. Paul.

Saturday evening, M arch 8th 
about three hundred colored and 
■white persons m et a t the H a llie  
Q. B row n settlement house in  St. 
Pau l to fu r th e r  the figh t agaipst 
d isc rim ina tion . About one hum 
dred people were turned away fo r 
lack of room.

Maceo L itt le jo h n , the first 
speaker, a trade un ion is t, received 
prolonged applause when he said, 
"W e W ill no t p e rm it Governor 
Stassen to press down upon our 
heads th is  crown of m ilita ry  d is­
c r im in a tio n .”

A  N egro  w a r veteran and A m e r­
ican Legionnaire  spoke against 
J im  Crow segregation in  the a r­
my. He to ld of the fate of the

Senegalese soldiers ip France las t 
year, and of how these aii-Negrc 
batta lions aré always given tin  
suicide assignments. I f  there were 
no segregation i t  would be impos 
sible to place the heaviest w ar 
sacrifices upen thé Negroes, he 
said.
IN D IC T  R E N E G A D E S

The d irec to r of the, H a llie  Q 
B row n hoUSe gave á m ilita n t 
speech in  Which She pleaded to r 
s o lid a rity  of the Negron's id  de­
fense of th e ir  c iv i l r ig h ts . The 
two Negroes appointed by the 
governor should have refused >tr 
sei'Vê, she said. Two Negro u n i­
ve rs ity  students spoke along t lie  
samé line. J. W. Pate, another 
Negro veteran, read the le tters 
the E lks  have sent Stassen p ro­
testing  his J im  Crow po licy. Pate, 
too, said th a t "w e are being v ic ­
tim ized by men . of Our own 
group.”

The Rev. Clarence NelsOU, pub­
lic ity  cha irm an Of the Negro De­
fense Committee, read the many 
le tte rs the Committee has w ritte n  
Stassen asking fo r an appo int­
ment. “ Things are happening in  
M innesota th a t are Jjappening in  
M ississipp i,”  he said, re fe rr in g  to 
the grow th of J im  Crowism in  the 
North .
W H A T  IS  H O M E  G U A R D ?

Some Negro leaders, especially 
the trade un ionists, know - very 
well th a t the M innesota Home 
Guards w i l l  be ch ie fly  used as a 
strike-b reaking ins trum en t. But 
t.heÿ feèl th a t i t  w i l l  prove éàsièr 
to figh t against d isc rim in a tio n  in 
the Home Guard than in  the U.S. 
arm y. Once th is  state figh t can 
êe won, the broader figh t against 
d isc rim ina tion  in  the War indus­
tries  and in  the a rm y w il l  be 
speeded.

Negroes in  M inneapolis and St 
Paul are more un ited in  th is  
struggle than they have been fo r 
many years on any issue. T he ir 
figh t against d isc rim in a tio n  in  in ­
dustry  and in  the armed totees 
deserves the support o f the trade 
Union movement. I t  w i l l  receive 
th a t support.

SWP FIGHTS BILL TO BAN C.P. 
FROM BALLOT IN WISCONSIN

MASS MEETING ! !

M ILW A U K E E , Wisconsin, March )0— B ill 183 S, a b ill to 
ban the Communist Party and “ other subversive groups’' ïr'otn 
the ballot in Wisconsin, was vigorously opposed before the Sen­
ate hearing committee at Madison on March 6, by the Socialist 
Workers Party, represented by Jârties Boulton, Milwaukee or­
ganizer of the SWP.

183 S, and the L ittle  Dies Committee b ill to investigate 
“ subversive elements”  in the state labor movement, are brought 
out at a time of bitter struggle between the CIO and the Allis- 
Chaliiiers Company, where â strike has been in progress 5Ò days, 
the longest strike in a “ national 
defense” industry to date. Tlie 
b ill is another part of the smear 
■campaign being waged against 
the union. I t  is an effort to 
frighten the rank-and-file work­
ers, who, howevèr, have shown 
themselves more dependable than 
the leadership.

Speaking against the b ill,  the 
T ro ts k y is t représentative pointed 
oùt th a t the revo lu tiona ry  w o rk ­
ers have mòre to fear àt the hands 
o f the S ta lin is ts  than do the cap­
ita lis ts  and thè government. B ou l­
to n  brought out the fact th a t the 
natiòn-w ide attacks upon the S ta l­
in is ts  were not though t Of in  the 
..period of the S ta lin is t "People’s 
F ro n t”  honeymoon w ith  Roosevelt.
I f  S ta lin  sw itches sides, th ’e term s 
of thè b il l W ill not he applied to 
the Com m unist P a rty  bu t against 
others.

CIO spokesmen opposed the b ill 
on the grounds th a t the b i l l  Was,

•H itt le r ite . They stated tha t the 
b i l l  cOU-i'd he Used to in te rfe re  
W ith the CIO’s projected State La ­
bor P arty .

Fred Basset B la ir , state cha ir­
man o f the C. P. Could not under­
stand the action of the Senators, 
ih s ià tin g  that, the C. P. does not 
advócate force ih  thè b u ild iò g  of 
a W orker’s society, and Urging 
tha t h is P a rty  is ca rry ing  oüt the 
bekt tra d itio n s  of A m erica ’s de­
m ocrats, Paine, W ashington, etc.

New York Bus Strikers Firm

show ing  the  s p ir it  th a t w ink, members o f th e  New Y o r k . T ra n sp o rt W orkers  U n ion (C IO ) 
cheer a speaker’s ca ll fo r  f ig h tin g  action at à ra l ly  o f the  3500 s tr ik in g  bus d rivers. The d rive rs  
have tied up 90 per cent Of .Manhattan's’ bus Ira n  spô rt since M a tch  10.

Newark Housing Crisis 
Deepened By The War
Even The Few Housing Projects W ill Now Be Turned Over To 
"Defense" Needs; Both City Hall Machines Are In On I t . . .

,B y  GEORGE B R E ÏT M A N
(S ocia lis t W orkers P a rty  Candidate fo r  C ity  Com m issioner)

During th’e fast war workers moved to the Newark industrial 
area in such great numbers that â housing shortage arose “ so 
acute that the C ity  was forced to erect tent colonies to shelter 
hundreds of evicted families; that thousands of families, were 
doubled up in liv ing quarters, and rooming houses were forced 
to rent the same bed to as many as three lodgers in one day.” 
(From report o f Newark’s World War I Mayor.)

Conditions in the city today are rapidly approaching the 
same situation. There is a real shortage rn homes, flats and 
apartments. As a result, rents are going up, families are moving 
in together, cellars and store fronts are being occupied, and when 
òhe family moves out of a house '
in  a woCkets’ neighborhood, there 
are five to  tfeii applicants fo r  the 
place d u rin g  the n'ext tw o  hours. 
And the trend , because o f fac ­
to ry  expansion, is toWard -g re a t­
er m ig ra tio n  in to  thé area.

The p ic tu re  of N ew ark ’s 44,45.1 
housing s tructu res was shown in  
the State Housing A u th o r ity ’s 
1934 report:

O f every TOO structures, 80 
Were fo il ltd to  be o f wood, the 
w o rs t m ate ria l, the qu ickest to  
deterio rate. O f every 100, 61 
Were b u ilt  be fore 1908, th a t  is, 
they are m ore than a th ird  o f 
a  cen tury old, and Were b u ilt  
on w ha t are now old-fashioned 
standards.

Out o f every hundred, fo u r 
were declared to  be in  “ good 
condition,”  45 Were in  need o f 
“ m inor repa irs ,”  4Ô were in  
need o f “ m a jo r repa irs ,”  and 10 
were found “ u n fit fo r  use.”  
T h a t is, h a lf  Of N e w ark ’s 
homes were e ith e r not fit to 
Kve in or badly in need of re ­
pa irs, and Only 4% were in  
“ good”  condition.

S IT U A T IO N  N O T  C H A N G E D
The Newark H ousing A u th o r ity  

reported a feW m onths ago tha t, 
in  the  s ix years since T9S4,. the 
B u ild in g  Departm ent has granted 
less than 5,000 perm its  fo r  alter-

Spetiker:

Albert Goldman
Recently returned from Mexico where, as attorney for 
Natalia Sedov Trotsky, he cross-examined the GPU as­
sassin Who sank a pick axe in the brain of Leon' Trotsky.

HEAR:
The facts which bfafid Stalin as murderer o f Leoh 
T  rotsky.
A profound crisis is shaking the Soviet Union! The work­
ers’ state is ih deadly danger!
Stalin must be overthrown Before it is too late!
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210 E ast 5 th Street New ’Fork City
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Auspices: Socialist Workers Party
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atTOhs, additions and repairs. 
Th is would mean repa ir w o rk  oh 
less than (4 of the btiil'dings,heed­
in g  m a jo r repairs or un fitv to ri U'Ste, 
“ I t  is to be noted tha t many of 
these perm its  were fo r commer­
c ia l properties ahd structures in  
good conditions, thus fu rth e r re­
ducing the apparent num ber of 
sub-standard dw ellings affected (by 
the rep a irs ).”

In  th is  same period, about 1900 
housing un its  (not structures) 
were demolished, and 2600 cons­
tructed. P riva te  Capital b u ilt  less 
than 400 of these, the others be­
ing  b u ilt by F H A  and N H A. Since 
almost as many were demolished 
as b u ilt, the s itua tion  rem ains a l­
most the same.

“ In  Newark proper,”  said the 
N H A  last September, “ there has 
been no house b u ild in g  to speak 
of, in  the past 12 years. ' r~w cons­
tru c tio n  has been negligible . De 
m o litjo n  has fa r  outdistanced p r i­
vate new construction in \N e w a rk  
in recent years. Today the most 
re liab le  in fo rm a tio n , obtained 
shows tha t there is about a ’ 3% 
housing vacancy in Newark. A 
great deal of the 3% vacancies is 
regarded substandard, much of 
i t  un livab le  . . . ”

W H A T  N H A  PROPOSES
W hat conclusions does the N B A , 

appointed by t ’vo c ity
Commission, draw from  th is  te r­
r ib le  S ituation?

“ I t  IS agreed by most of ' è in ­
terested government, âriënôies. thè 
New ark Housing A u th o r ity  and 
the Real Estate Board and prop­
e rty  OWhePs generally, th a t w hat­
ever add itiona l housing is needed 
in  Newark should be created by 
priva te  cap ita l.”

P riva te  cap ita l hasn’ t  b u ilt  
any homes in  12 years. The 
housing s itu a tio n  is  g e ttin g  
m ore c r it ic a l every day. There­
fo re? Therefore, sàÿs the N H A  
w ith  the app rova l o f C ity  H a ll 
and bo th  machines (the  E ilen - 
s te in -F ra n k lin -B ra d y  g r o u p  
and thé Bÿrne-C lee g roup), 
le t ’s no t construct any more 
fede ra l housing pro jects. L e t’s 
leave i t  to  p r iva te  c a p ita l!
BUt th is  is on ly  pa rt of the 

p icture.
N e4 "D y  does the  N H A  Op­

pose bu ild in g  m ore low -cost 
homes, b u t i t  is p repa ring  be­
h ind the scenes to  “ d iv e rt”  a 
la rge  Or m a jo r p a r t o f the  
2.435 un its  o f federal housing 
a lready b u ilt  Or being b u ilt, 
“ sell”  them  to  the federa l gov­
ernm ent fo r  the  use o f “ de­
fense w orkers”  on the grounds 
th a t poor housing fo r  those

W /thworkers will interfere 
“national defense.”
V ery l i t t le  lias been said of th is  

in  public. C e rta in ly  few of the 
thousands of low  paid workers 
ahd re lie f c lien ts who have ap­
plied fo r adm ission to these pro­
jects know  Wh-at is coining. But 
already a h i l l  is being prepared 
in  t lie  State Leg is la ture  (th is  is 
happening ih  other states too) 
Which w il l  pe rm it the A u th o r ity  
to %olVe its  problem about the 
sk illed  workers f lock ing  in to  th is  
area at the expense of the thou­
sands wh'o have been w a itin g  fo r 
Over two years to get in to  the 
projects.

T hat the N H A  is already ac tiv ­
ely at w o rk  on th is  piece of s k u ll­
duggery Was shown in  a statement 
of a member of the . Newark C it i­
zens’ Housing Council las t week 
when he demanded reorganization 
of th a t body and complained, “ I  
do not construe in te llig e n t co-op- 
eratton (w ith  the N H A ) as being 
yes-men to the diversion of low 
ren t housing to the use of sk illed  
defense workers . . . ”

The NHA doesn’t  w ant to build 
afty new homes, but i t  does want 
to take a.Wày some of those a l­
ready b u ilt  and change th e ir  char­
acter as “ low ren t housing”  fo r 
“ the du ra tion  o f the present 
cris is .”

T ha t is w hy the Socialist W ork 
ers P arty  in  the present election 
campaign states th a t the housing 
cris is  W ill be w ith  us as long as 
the friends of the land lords and 
the representatives of b ig  busi­
ness s it  in  C ity  H a ll. T ha t is why 
We say: L E T  LABO R CONTROL 
T H E  C IT Y  COMMISSION! B uild  
a labor p a rty  to take over C ity  
H a ll, to .prevent the “ d ivers ion”  of 
low  cost housing already cons­
tructed and to extend the hous­
ing  program  by b u ild in g  the 
homes ne'ceSsary fo r  the great ma­
jo r ity  of N ew ark ’s w orkers!

Not A Bit Scared By 
La Guardia's Plan 
Fòr Strikebreakers

(Continued from  page 1)
received banner headlines in  the 
boss press which had been ru n ­
n ing ju ic y  fu ll page ads on the 
s tr ike  paid fo r by the bus com­
panies. B ut the p u b lic ity  oil th is  
angle soon died down.

Only the Bpcia.l Dem ocratic Fed­
era tion ’s NO r L ta d e r  saw f it  to 
revive the Dies charges—in a  fro n t 
pag'd a rtic le  th a t sounds and ’shlells 
likh  the splash o f a red h e rrin g  
dropped in  a Cesspool. The March 
15 New l.c d d rr  calls the S trike
“ subversive. a “ Communist,”
s trike , and critic izes Roosevelt’s 
advisers fo r not advis ing the 
W hite  HoUSe to crack down.

The iNew Leader asserts tha t 
the s tr ik e  in terfe res w ith  “ aid 
fo r B r ita in ”  and the' “ defense in ­
dustries.”  In  an ed ito ria l, the 
case-hardened ha tchet men o f 
the bosses who w r ite 1 ih  the Neic 
Leader q u a lify  the s tr ik e  a's no th ­
in g  bu t a dem onstration by “ Com­
m un is t m is-leaders”  o f th e ir  "pow ­
er to paralyze, and terrorize  the 
com m unity.”  They give Mayor, Là-, 
G uard ia a boúquet 6f compliments, 
and end up W ith the fo llow ing  là- 
bel to r the s tr ike : “ The S ta lin is t 
w ing, of the F if th  Column is at 
Work.”  Thèse representatives Of 
the Second In te rn a tion a l, Who bè- 
trayed the W orking elass in  W orld 
W ar I, in  the in te rven ing  years 
have grown a few more ad d ition ­
a l callouses!

UNION CUTS DEMANDS
in  a fina l e ffo rt to loosen up 

the lvard-boiled a ttitud e  of the 
bosses, the un ion scaled down its 
to ta l demands on the two Compa­
nies from . $3,250,000 annua lly  
down -to $1,000,000. B ut even 
th is  failed to ja r  R itch ie  and his 
LaG uard ia backing.

B u t not a ll the threats of these 
un ion-hating cap ita lis ts, —  th e ir 
executive agents in  the govern­
ment, and the sm all-tim e peddlers 
of th e ir  wares lik e  the New Lead­
er, can dampen the confidence of 
the pus; s trike rs . They in tend to

A SENSATION!
The Inside S to ry  o f the D ip ­
lomacy Lead ing to  the Second 

W orld  W ar

Ambassador 
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In tim a te  D ay-to -D ay Journa l 
o f the  F orm er U . S. Am bas­

sador to  Germany
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New Y o rk  C ity

Marxist School 
Starts Mar. 24

A heavy enro llm ent is expected 
at the S pring session of the M arx­
is t School, of New Y ork  C ity  ac­
cord ing to Lawrence P. Turner, 
who is in  charge of arrangements. 
A lready numerous application? 
have been received at the M arx!s' 
School Office at 116 U n ivers ity  
Place. •

The school w i l l  open op Mon 
day, M arch 24, 7:10 p.m, a t I r v ­
in g  Plaza, I rv in g  Place and 15th 
Street, w ith  W illia m  F. Ward? 
scheduled as the firs t lecturer. H r 
w i l l  begin h is course on “ Perm 
a neat R evolution in  Am erican 
H is to ry ”  w ith  a lecture on “ A m er­
ican and W orld  H is to ry .”  A t the 
last session of the school, Com 
rade W arde’s class on dialectical 
m ateria lism  was extrem ely pop­
u lar. I t  is expected, th a t , many 
w orker students who attended 
tha t class w il l  w ish to .e n ro ll forV
th is  class as a fo llow  Up.

The second class of the evening 
w il l  be led by Lyd ia  S e id e ll 
whose lecture on “ E arly* Stages 
of Trade Union ism  in  the U. S.” 
w il l open her course on “ A m eri 
can Labor Movements.*.’

On Wednesday Jack Weber W ill 
open his course on “ The W orld 
at W ar”  w ith  a lecture beginning 
at 7:10 p.. m. on the top ic “ Cap 
the B r it is h  Em pire  Survive? Im ­
peria lism  and Colonial R evo lt.’1

Comrade W eber’s class w ill be 
followed by F a rre ll Dobbs’ course 
on “ Trade Union ism  and P o litics .”  
Comrade Dobbs’ f irs t lecture w ill 
be on “ The Inside S tory of the 
A F L  and CIO Bureaucracies.” 
Many trade un ion is ts  have a l­
ready expressed an especially 
keen in te rest in  th is  course be­
cause Of Dobbs’ long experience 
in  the trade un ion movement.

The subscrip tion to r  single ses­
sions of each course is 25 Cents., 
fo r an en tire  course of six ses­
sions, $1.

Take Advantage
of the Com bination Offfeft 

8 Issues T H E  M IL IT A N T  
2 Issues F O U R T H  IN T E R N A ­
T IO N A L

FO R  O N L Y  50c

By LO U COOPER
March 17 whs Rot only a great day for the Irish in New 

Volk, It Was a gréât day for tile underpaid, overworked 230 
workingmen and women of the Thompson Cafeteria Chain. For 
at 11.30 A.M. all the workers of the chain— members of Lochl 
302, Cafeteria Employes, AFL— walked out and left the stores 
desolate with only the company managers picking up the re­
maining dishes.

Mass picket lines were immediately formed and all ten 
stores had to shut down. The workers had demanded a two dollar 
weekly wage increase during pro­
longed negotiations. Now they 
-demonstrated to the Thompson 
bessès that they are tired of the 
company’s staüing-nround policy 
and that the Union cafeteria 
workers mean business.

The general wage scales In the 
Thompson chain had long been 
way below tha t of other cafeterias 
under tltè  ju r is d ic tio n  of Local
3fis. The wage increases Which 
the workers difely heed were hot 
gained in  the last contract, w h ich 
obtained on ly  twCUty-five cents 
per Week increases.

W H A T  C O M P A N Y  O FF E R E D
When negotia tions began a 

m onth and a h a lf ago the 'com­
pany had the ga ll to propose the 
ending of the closed shop, the ab­
o lit io n  of sen io rity  righ ts , aban­
donment of ex is ting  "vacation reg­
u la tions, the r ig h t  to replace men 
w ith  women a t low er wag-es (in  
the event o f conscrip tion, fo r  
exam ple).

The company refused to he&r 
the justified demand fo r  wage in ­
creases-. I t  did rio t Want to  hear 
about the ioW scale Wages, nor 
about the r is in g  cost o f liv in g . 
The company spokesmen p a r­
t ic u la r ly  did n o t w a n t  to 
be confronted w ith  th e ir  owh 
statem ent o f a g re a t increase 
in  income and profits, w h ich  
they issued to the Thompson 
stockholders on the very day tha t 
tire s tr ik e  was called.'-

C O M P A N Y ’S “ E A R N IN G S ”
T h is  t im e ly  statem ent te lls  a 

vOry in te resting  story. The gross 
p ro fit fro m  operations fo r  1940 
was 100% m ore than th a t o f 
1939! Whereas 1939 saw a gross 
p ro fit of $142,035 tlie  1940 gross 
p ro fit was $-281,MO. no

But this gross profit, as large 
as it  was, included losses from

Other enterprise^ PÏ the Thompson 
ou tfit, enterprises having nothing 
to do w ith  the Cafeteria chain-. The 
gross profit from  restauran t oper­
ations é io iié  Was over $761.000. 
Aft enormous increase! tn  its con­
c lusion the Company tol,d its  Stock­
holders :

“ F u rth e r im provem ent in  sales 
and pro fits  is expected”  — fo r the 
year 1941. Yes, there ’s p len ty of 
dough com ing in  bu t of course, 
they W ouldn't th in k  of m eeting 
the wage increase demands Of the 
Workers.

UNION W ILL WIN
Smash the union, th a t ’s a ll the 

Thompson bosses understand, but 
th e y ’ve g o t another guess com ing. 
T h is  un ion knows how to figh t 
and how to figh t har’d.

The-toug li g rind  at the counter, 
in  the k itchen  and on the flo o r 
has tempered the Thompson w o rk ­
ers fo r th is  struggle, The young 
Women th a t slave away e igh t 
long hours à dây, o â rtÿ ih g  heavy 
loads of dis Ives eft trays to r $14 
a week have a good reason fo r 
Seeing th a t th is  s tr ik e  brings $2 
Wage increases to r  themselves 
and to r a ll other categories.

The s p ir it  of these young wom ­
en, fo r example, on the Grahd 
Centra l p icket-lihe, is  a lesson in  
Union m ilita n c y  and Union so lida r­
ity . Come What may, scabs or 
a drawn out s trike , they in tend 
to s tick  i t  out.

Down on T h irtee n th  street and 
Broadway a young counter g ir l  
p icke t raised the  cry, “ L inco ln  
freed the slaves, but • Thompson’s 
w ants to b rin g  back s lavery .”  Cor­
rect, sister. Thompson’s must 
meet the un ion demands. A ll pow­
er to you and to you r fe llow  
Workers in  th is  s tr ike . L e t you r 
com ing’ v ic to ry  be ‘the leact fo r  a l l 
the, com ing contract settlements 
in  Local 302.

Vanadium Strike 
Holds Firm

(Continued fro m  page 1)
and com m itteem en John Fagan 
and Joe Sharkey.

These three. W orkers are being 
charged w ith  in c it in g  to r io t, w ith  
Sharkey facing the additiona l 
charge o f assault and b a tte ry , fo r  
an alleged attack on a s tr ik e ­
breaker.

T h is  is a p la in  frame-up. These 
three un ion men went to  see Bet- 
ton, one of the strikebreakers, to 
secure in fo rm a tio n  about a meet­
ing tha t was supposed to be called 
by Federof'f. When Sharkey got 
out of the car before B erton ’s 
house, BeVton came out brand ish­
ing  a k n ife  and th rea ten ing  to 
“ ge t m y shot gun.”  Sharkey 
¿ im ply re turned to the car, which 
Pughe and Fagan had not "even 
le ft, and a ll three le f t  peaceably.

The un io ft has raised the ex­
cessively h igh  b a il o f to r
the three men, imposed by squire 
Church before whom they had 
th e ir  f irs t hearing. A ll Otoee are 
now released for hearing March 
31.

The union has appealed fo r ma­
te r ia l aid to a ll workers and un­
ions. \V h iie  the Workers are wag­
in g  th is  battle, the troubles of 
life  go on un in te rrup te d ly . The 
ch ild  of one s tr ik e r  died and ev­
ery s tr ik e r, a lthough h im se lf in 
need, is d igg ing down to help 
th e ir g riev in g  brother. A no ther’s 
w ife  is about to have a child.

M ate ria l aid and resolutions of 
support should be sent to United 
Vanadium  W orkers, L. I. U. 953, 
Am erican Legion H a ll, c|o Pat Mc­
Cracken, B ridgev ille , Pa.

B O R O  P A R K
M U S I C A L E

In te re s tin g  program  o f 
V ic to r records 

Dance, to
V te to r H e rb e rt W altzes 

S A T . N IT E , M A R C H  22

3623 15th Ave. Brorikivn 
Subscription - - - 35c

(in c lu d in g  A ll re freshm ents)

Ford Fight 
Near Strike

(Continued fro m  page 1)
an y th in g  ahd eve ry th in g  neces­
sary to avert a s tr ike . ' 
R U N -A R O U N D  A G A IN

The Workers must not be foo l­
ed. T h is  W ar Labor Board should 
be trusted no more than Roose­
v e lt’s creation in  N r a  days of 
the A uto  Labor Board Of LCo W oi- 
man, th a t an ti-un ion  board Of in ­
famous repute Which WUS a Oon- 
stan t tho rn  in  the side of the la­
bor movement. The New W ar La ­
bor Board o f R dosevelt-H ilim an 
W ill be manned by jUst as Scabby 
agents of the bosses as Leo W ol- 
man — who in c ide n ta lly  was an 
old side-kiOk fend advifeor Of ê id- 
noy H illm a n .
E o Rd  is  t h e  k e y

The Ford situation is thé key 
to the Whole next period Of A m er­
ican Labor’s history. The Ford 
workers can play a great rote jn 
our history. T his  is especially 
trUe since the Ford struggle comes 
ift the midst Of the crucial nego­
tiations ih  Coái ahd Stèel and 
General Motors.

I f  the Ford workers brush aside 
a ll thèse Federal m ediators and 
phoney governm ental “ advisors”  
who t r y  to poke th e ir  noses in to  
Die w orkers ’ business: i f  the Ford 
workers abolish the fou l service 
departm ent at Ford, they w il l  
s ta rt a new great sweep o f m il i ­
tancy and v ic to ry  fo r Am erican 
labor. B ut i f  they a llow  themsel­
ves to be cheated and tr icked  
out of w hat they deserve to ,w in , 
then- the m iners and stèel men 
and a ll labor w i l l  su ffe r serious 
set-backs.

These are the two roads ahead!
The Ford Workers m ust a.)Sd 

w i l l  choftee the road to v ic to ry !

Thompson Chain 
O ut O n Strike

The GPU
and

Stalin’s Rule Of Terror
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$1 A  Day 
Raise Is The 
Main Point

Unless the soft coal operators 
of the eight-state Appalachian 
region reconsider their rejec­
tion of the demand of the Unit­
ed Mine Workers (CIO) for a 
ijSl a day pay rise and other 
proposal's affecting 450,000 b it­
uminous miners, they face the 
traditional "holiday” of the 
miners at the termination of the 
present closed-shop contract on 
March 3I.

Negotiations, between t he 
U M \V  leaders, headed by John 
L.. Lewis, and the committee of 
the operators have been in 
progress since M arch 11 in  New 
Y ork , w ilt i no agreement as yet 
in sight.

In  tu rn in g  down the m iners ’ 
proposals, the operators also re ­
jected the proposal of the union 
th a t operations in  the m ines con­
tinu e  a fte r A p r i l 1 on the basis 
o f the old contract u n t il the new 
con tract Os signed, when.' addi­
tio n a l pay grants w i l l  he re tro ­
active u n t il A p r i l 1.

Charles O 'N e ill, spokesman fo r 
the operators, termed the Lewis 
offeu a “ contingent lia b il ity  of 
m any m illio n s  of do lla rs ." Thus 
the coal operators, who called for 
longer hours and no wage in ­
creases in  the in te rests o f “ na tion ­
a l defense.”  are hot so anxious 
to ave rt a stoppage o f coal pro­
duction i f  th a t means even the 
like liho od  o f d ipp ing  in to  th e ir  
own pocket-books.

Lew is issued an im m ediate re­
p ly  to  the operator’s counter-pro­
posal fo r  a  two-year renewal of 
the present contract, s ta tin g  that 
i t  was e n tire ly  unsatisfactory as 
a basis fo r  contract settlement.

In  h is  in it ia l presentation of 
tlve m iners ’ demands, Lew is lash­
ed out at the coal bosses’ argu­
m ent th a t wage increases would 
mean price in fla tio n .

O U R  IN F L A T IO N !
“ There fe going to he some in ­

fla tio n *”  Lew is declared,, .“ And 
the U n ited M ine W orkers are pre­
pared to see th a t p a rt o f the U n it­
ed States’ in fla t io n  should take 
place in  the shrunken bellies of 
our m iners. And we are prepared 
to show th a t th e ir  bellies are 
shrunken. T h is  is ju s t as im por­
ta n t as the creation of another, 
set o f m u lti-m illio n a ire s .”

In  dem anding gains fo r  the 
m iners  now, Lew is pointed ou t 1 
th a t the a fte rm a th  o f the war, 
“ whenever truce, sta lem ate o r 
f in a l v ic to ry  comes,”  w i l l  be 
“ qu ite  a d iffe re n t economic 
a fte rm a th  to  th a t which fo l-  : 
lowed in the wake o f the W orld  
W ar.

“ Instead o f the U n ited  States 
rep len ish ing  the  w o rld  w ith  
mass production equipm ent and 
o ther goods and services, which 
served as a cushion 22 years 
ago, we w il l  lik e ly  find o u r­
selves confronted w ith  the  m ost 
serious and d is to rted  economy 
in  o u r h is to ry ,”  the m iners’ 
leader explained.

H i t s  p r o f i t e e r s
H it t in g  out a t the w ar pro fi­

teers, Lew is stated:
“ Our economy w i l l  not again 

s tand ’ p ro fit loots, such as occur­
red d u rin g  the la s t w ar. P rofits 
cannotUbe piled in to  banks and 
invested in  fo re ign  loans. There 
m ust f ilte r  th rough  in to  the pay 
envelopes o f the men who man 
the mines, factories and other 
services, a la rge r share of the pro­
f i t  producing leverages th a t resu lt 
fro ta  steady operations, regardless 
o f w hat has heretofore been deter­
m ined by engineers’ charts and 
graphs as labo r’s share o f increas­
ed volum e.”

Lew is backed up his argum ent 
fo r  Increased pay out of increas­
ed p ro fits  by a detailed rec ita l 
o f the m onum ental p ro fits  now 
being piled up by every in du s try  
ou t of the  present War.

M IN E R S ’ LO W  W AG ES
Lew is cited the figures of the 

Social Securities Board to  show 
th a t the coal m iners are among 
the lowest paid w orkers jn  haz­
ardous in du s tries : “ tens o f th o u ­
sands earn less than $300 .a year 
and perhaps 60 per cent make no 
m ore than  $600 to $700 a year.”  

Lew is assailed as “ fan tastic  and 
absurd”  the operators’ figures on 
the cost to the coal in d u s try  of 
the  $1 a day wage increase de­
manded. The m iners ’ demands are 
“ modest,”  said Lew is, po in ting  
ou t th a t the m iners ’ wages had 
increased on ly  $ i a - day in  24 
tea rs .

T H E  M I L I T A N T

Miners Name Their Demands C IO  Barely Scrapes Through In 
North American Aircraft Poll

Delegates to  the U n ited  M ine W orkers  U n io n  (C IO ) po licy com m ittee conference, in  New 
York, to negotiate wage increases fo r  450,000 b itu m in o u s  m iners, being greeted by U M W  P res i­
dent John L . Lew is, and C IO  head P h illip  M u rra  >’ (a t extrem e le ft ) .

Phila. Strikers Punish 
Scabs W ho Shot A t Them

Bosses and Patriotic Ballyhoo Favored AFL Machinists; And the 
CIO Directors Didn't Do the Necessary Job of O rganiztion

LOS ANG UI.1:S, March 14— 
f lic  ÜÀW-C10 won thé run­
off. election here yesterday at 
N o r t h American Aircraft 
(3000 workers)- squeezing in 
only 70 votes a.head of the ÂFL 
machinists in the first major 
test of ALL-CIO  strength in 
the aircraft industry.

To many m il i ta n t  w o rke rs  i t  
seems a lm ost u n b e lie vab le  th a t 
the A F L , w ith  its  ossified, b u ­
reaucra tic  set-up, and s t ic k - in -  
the-mud organ izationa l methods 
could be even good com petition 
ton and one or tw o o the r univer- 
fo r  a un ion lik e  the UAW  in  any 
mass production field. The m il i ­
tan ts  in  N o r th . Am erican were 
dazed, a  few  weeks ago when, ih  
the  first, election, the A p L  turned 
lip  on ly  about 40 vote's behind thé
òro.

The tru th  of the m atter is tha t 
the ÜAW  was Very lucky  to  w in  
th is election at a ll. The M IL I ­
T A N T  o f March 1 w ent in to  some 
detail to describe the unfavorable 
conditions under w h ich the CIO 
enters the field again in  a irc ra ft 
out here. There Was the trem end­
ous pressure of the Company 
against the CIO  and fo r “ safe”

unionism , and the effect of jingo 
pa trio tism  upon backward w o rk ­
ers who are made to feel ns 
though they are in  the spo tlig h t 
o f “ na tiona l defense.”  These fa c ­
tors made i t  obvious th a t the CIO 
was figh ting  an up -h ill ba ttle  
against the stream . Besides th is  
the A F L  boasts contracts .(poorly 
enforced however) in  several 
plants. .

C IO ’S M IS T A K E
In  order to w i l l  workers under 

these unfavorable conditions a 
Union m ust show the workers 
som eth ing real in  the way of o r­
ganization in  the p lan t — .some­
th in g  tha t w i l l  tear down these 
ba rrie rs  and prejudices. The one 
th in g  which would help to do th is  
would be a consistent campaign 
of departm ental organization, o r­
ganization of shop stewards and 
figh ting  grievances against the 
management, and a rea l program  
of demands upon the company.

A lthough g iv in g  lip  service to 
m ilitan t, methods, th is  is precisely 
w hat the CIO leaders fa iled  to 
produce. And th is  is w hy the CIO 
fa iled to ro ll up the overwhelm ­
ing  and decisive m a jo rity  th a t i t

deserves in a mass production in ­
dustry. As a m atte r of fact the 
consensus of opin ion today among; 
many of the best un ion men i i i  
the p lant is tha t i t  was only, stu­
pid blunders of the AFT, which 
won the election fo r the CIO.

The respons ib ility  fo r th is  near- 
disaster m ust be placed squarely 
upon the shoulders of the D irec­
tors of the CIO organ ization 
d rive : M ortim er, M itcherior, etc, 
These men should know how to 
organize a u n iV i even under un­
favorable condition's. However, 
from  the beginning o f the drive  
they played an u ltra -lega lis tic  
game.

They acted ju s t as though they 
were on the gravy tra in , th a t the 
election was in  the bag, and a ll 
they needed to do was to make a 
good sales ta lk  a t the plant, gates, 
issue tons of leaflets and pu t on 
a good three-ringed circus. But 
jo b  o rgan iza tion? H a rd ly  a word. 
W hat w i l l  the CIO figh t fo r at 
N o rth  Am erican? P re tty  phrases.

T H E  JOB A H E A D
Now th a t the election lias been 

won. the Workers have s t i l l  ahead 
of them the job of b u ild in g  a un­
ion. I t  seems as though the re ’ll

be l i t t le  in it ia t iv e  and not mwfth 
assistance from  tire offic ia ls and 
D irectors in re a lly  organ iz ing the 
shop stewards and s o lid ify in g  the 
organ ization on a fig h tin g  basis.. 
In other words, i f  the Workers 
w ant a union the y 'll have to -o r ­
ganize i t  from  the ranks —■ aud­
it. looks as though they may do 
ju s t tha t.

Yes, the CIO was lu cky  to w in 
the election. Now, i f  the m il ita n t  
workers w i l l  take the bu ll by the 
horns inside the p lan t and bu ild  
solid organ ization in  the depart­
ments —  i t  w i l l  be the workers 
who are lu cky  tha t the CIO won 
the election. A  strong and m igh ty  
un ion can be b u ilt  a t N o rth  Am er­
ican which can he the spearhead 
of un ion ism  fo r  the workers in  
th is  new g ian t in du s try , w h ich  
has, so fa r, been the happy 
hu n tin g  ground fo r fin ky  bosses.

In Los Angeles
Buy the

M I L I T A N T
at

Lazerus Candy Store 2109 
B roo k lyn  Ave.

Book S tore E . 1st St. &■ 
Rowan Ave.

Sam S m it’s Newsstand 5th 
&  M ain  St.
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Union Wins Strike 
Against Progress 
Manufacturing Co.

PH ILA D E LP H IA , Marcii 12 
— 400 m ilitant strikers of ’the 
Progress Manufacturing Com­
pany here put Jo rout 150 
strike-breakers, some of them 
armed in a battle yesterday 
evening.

Today, Local 90 of the Metal 
Polishers union of the AFL an­
nounced the winning of the 
strike . The company, w h ich  fabri- 

. cates lig h tin g  fixtures- and app li­
ances, has agreed to recognize the 
un ion as the sole collective b a r­
ga in ing  agency in  the p lan t con­
tingen t on the un ion ’s dem onstra­
tion  of a m a jo rity  of the 500 w o rk ­
ers.

In  addition, the company has 
had to agree to no d isc rim ina tion  
against any s tr ik e r and to open 
up negotia tion w ith  the un ion fo r 
wage increases, shorter hours and 
better conditions.

B A T T L E  W IT H  SCABS
W hen 150 scabs emerged from  

the p lan t yesterday, convoyed by 
over 30 police, several hundred 
s tr ike rs  massed around the scabs 
and cops, jee ring  and hooting. 
The police charged the s trike rs  
W ith f la i l in g  clubs, and the s t r ik ­
ers tem po ra rily  were held back.

Police and strike -b reakers  
marched in  a body on Master 
Street, w ith  the mass o f s tr ike rs  
tra il in g  them  at a d istance of sev­
era l yards.

A t 6 th  and M aster Streets, 
where the ju r is d ic tio n  o f the TOth 
Police D is tr ic t ends, the cops 
"deserted”  the Scabs.

SCABS U S E  P IS TO LS
A ll 150 took to th e ir  heels im ­

m ediately, w ith  the s tr ike rs  in  
hot pu rsu it. D u rin g  the course 
of th e  chase, some scabs turned 
around and opened fire  on the 
s tr ike rs  w ith  revolvers. F o rtu n ­
ately, th e ir  aim  was as ro tten  as 
th e ir  ye llow  guts, and they suc­
ceeded on ly  in  punc tu ring  several 
w indows in  thè neighborhood.

Under the Reading Railroad 
Bridge, a t 9th and Thompson 
Street, the s tr ike rs  caught up 
w ith  the finks. A  free-for-a ll en­
sued as frhe s tr ike rs  waded in to  
the scabs and gave them  a 15 m in ­
ute lesson in  w ha t un ion men and 
Women th in k  of strike-breakers, 
especially strike-breakers who 
shoot a t workers.

F in a lly , several r io t  squads of 
police entered the fray. N ine 
strike-breakers, who were so 
speechless they couldn’t  expla in 
who they were, were arrested. Ro­
sen, the p lan t boss, is reported tc 
be on the verge o f a nervous 
breakdown. These are the chief 
casualties.

A  p re lim in a ry  sk irm ish  o f a sim 
i la r  cha racter occurred M onday 
when 2 strike-breakers leaving the 
p lan t opened fire  on the un ion 
pickets. Police managed to w h isk 
them away s t i l l  in  one pièce.

The s tr ik e  was called last 
Thursday a fte r the company had 
refused to negotiate w ith  the un ­
ion  committee.

The Negro And The U. S. Army
W hat Happened In 1917-18 Shows How The Bosses A re Thinking Now

Once again the  colored pebple o f A m erica are 
being exhorted to  Join the  “ w ar fo r  democracy.”  
Once' aga in  there  are N egro  “ leaders”  who, like  
the Judas Goats th a t  lead ca ttle  to  the s laughter, 
are te ll in g  th e ir  people th a t  support o f the  w a r 

1 w i l l  lèad to  be tte r tre a tm e n t o f the  N egro  a t 
| home. Once again— fo r  a l l th is  happened in  1917- 
I 18. W h a t th e  promises o f w h ite  ru le rs  and N egro 

“ leaders”  are w o rth  can be judged by reading 
these a rtic les  on the N egro ’s- experiences d u rin g  
the la s t w ar,— ED ITO R S

*  * *

B y E U G E N E  V A R L lN
In  France, a system atic campkign to remove 

the Negro officers was conducted under the aus­
pices of the ru lin g  cliques of the arm y. “ ....Be­
fore the colored officers had had a chance to prove 
themselves, ‘E ffic ien cy  Boards’ im m ed ia te ly  began 
wholesale removals and as such boards could act 
on the mere op in ion o f field officers, the colored 
company officers began to be removed wholesale," 
sayseDr. W . E. B. Du Bois. In  rep lacing them, 
i t  was claim ed th a t there were not enough Negro 
reserve officers to  f i l l  the vacancies. Then, in the 
words o f E m m e tt J. Scott, N egro  A ss is tan t to  
Secretary of W ar Baker, “ Inasmuch as . . . w hite 
o fficers w ou ld  n o t serve in the same reg im en t w ith  
Negro officers, i t  was necessary to tu rn  over the 
command e n tire ly  to w h ite , o fficers.”

The Negro officers were removed because of 
th e ir  race, not because they lucked a b ility . A n 
exam ination o f some typ ica l cases proves this. 
The firs t colored sold ier removed by the “ E ff i­
ciency Boards”  was Captain M. W . Boutte. Be­
fore the war, Boutte served in  the Tennessee Na­
tio n a l Guàrd, thè on ly colored organ ization of its  
k in d  in  the South; he became a captain a t the 
Des Moines school fo r  N egro officers. B outte  o r ­
ganized Company 3'50 of the Machine Gunners and 
was praised fo r his w o rk  w ith  it .  I t  was soon 
learned, M rs. H u n t on and M iss Johnson w rote, 
th a t the M a jo r w ho b ro u g h t B ou tte  up on charges 
“ had w r itte n  a le tte r  to  thè  com m anding officer, 
ask ing th a t a l l colored officers be rem oved."

D r. Du Bois te lls  of “ a L ieu tenan t of a M a­
chine GUn B a tta lio n ”  who “ was dismissed and 
re instated three tim es because tbe White officers 
who succeeded h im  coUld nò t do thè w o rk .”  The 
H arlem  369th was the f irs t Am erican Negro re g i­
ment to engage in  battle. Several of its  officers 
were given awards fo r bravery; nevertheless, soon 
afterw ard, its  White colonel, H ayw ard transferred 
a ll the Negro officers except the bandmaster and 
chaplains.

Why Negro Officers Were Removed
Gn August 24, 1918, Herschel Tupes, Colonel 

of the 372nd In fa n try , forwarded a request to 
General Persh ing typ ica l of those demanding the 
removal o f colored officers:

“ Subject: Replacement of Colored Officers by 
W hite  Officers . . . fo r  the fo llow ing  reasons:

“ F irs t :  the ra c ia l d is tinc tions wh ich are re ­
cognized in  c iv ilia n  li fe  n a tu ra lly  continue to be 
recognized in  the m il ita ry  li fe  . . .

" . . .  There is a characteris tic  tendency among 
the colored officers to neglect the Welfare o f th e ir 
men and to' pe rfo rm  th e ir  duties in  a pe rfunctory  
m anner . . .

" . . .  I t  is  recommended,
A. T h a t no colored officers be forwarded to 

th is  reg im ent as replacement o r otherwise.
B. T h a t officers removed upon recommenda­

tions of efficiency boards he qu ick ly  replaced by 
w hite  officers. . . .

C. T ha t opportun ities be offered to trans fe r 
the rem a in ing  colored personnel to labor organ­
iza tions o r to replacement u n its  o f o ther colored 
combat organizations  according to th e ir  a b ility .”  
(M y emphasis).

Colonel Tupes got an O.K. from  Pershing to 
carry, out his request. In  late August and early 
September, the colored officers of the 372nd Regi- 
rpent were tr ie d  by a court composed of w h ite  
s ta ff officers. Seventy-seven colored officers were 
removed, on ly the two dental officers and the two 
chaplains rem aining.

By these means, “ the percentage of w h ite  of­
ficers of colored regim ents increased from  18 per 
cent at the beginning to 42 per cent on Novem­
ber 30, 1918.” *

The w ar, over, the Am erican bourgeoisie aban­
doned its  flim sy  pretences of an even break fo r 
t lie  Negro people. Steps were taken to e lim ina te  
altogether the Negro officers in  th e , reorganized
arm y.

The Negro Labor Battalions
The hardest w o rk  o f the w ar was reserved 

fo r the Negro stevedore and labor batta lions. They 
handled m a il and fre ig h t, horses, mules, and sup­
plies, unloaded cargoes a t a il the French and some 
of the E ng lish ports, b u ilt  ra ilroads, quarried 
stone, and did construction w ork . They salvaged 
shells at great r is k . Many Were Stationed at in ­
te r io r  depots and bases and at automobile, a ir ­
plane, and ra ilroad  assembling plants. They 
worked twelve and fourteen hours a day.

Negro regu lar arm y men w ith  long experience 
were detailed to the Service of Supplies. Had 
they been whiteè, they would hâve occupied h igh  
positions in  the officers’  staffs o f the combat reg i­
ments. Scott said th a t a t Gamp Lee, V irg in ia , 
he found hundreds of educated Negroes, many of 
them college graduates, “ lim ite d  to  the use of 
spade, pickaxe, and shovel and to the d igg ing  
of ditches, trenches and the lik e .”  Mrs. Hunton 
and Miss Johnson, Who Were V. W  .Ü. A . Workers, 
w rote th a t educated Negroes were often to be 
found in  th e “ labo r ba tta lions in  France. “ F o r 
every . . . profession or trade there Was a repres­
entative. One had bu t to requ ire  the Service of 
a stenographer, dentist, doctor, lawyer, e lectric ian , 
draughtsm an, p ian is t, il lu s tra to r, or w hat not, to 
find h im  a t hand.”

The am ount o f laborious Work perform ed by 
the Negro troops was out of a ll p ropo rtion  to 
th e ir  percentage in  the arm y. There were 106 
Negro as compared w ith* 20? w h ite  labor ba tta­
lions in  France. T h is  means th a t t lie  Negroes, 
fronting- s lig h tly  less than one-eighth  o f the to ta l 
enlisted forces o f the Am erican A rm y, d id  more 
than one-third  o f the m anual labor.

A fte r the war, the grim , task o f reb u ry in g  the 
dead soldiers was imposed upon the Negroes en­
ro lled  ih  the 813th, 816th, and 816th Pioneer Regi­
ments and upon them only. The cemeteries at 
Romagna, Beaumont, Th lencourt, Belleau Woods, 
Pere-en-Tardenois, and Soissons were f ru its  o f 
th e ir labors. They worked a ll hours o f the day 
and n igh t, week in  and week out, through ra in  
and heat.

The non-combatant un its , com pris ing three- 
fou rths  of a ll the colored troops, were given v i r ­
tu a lly  no m il ita ry  tra in in g . “ O ur d r i ll in g ,”  said 
one soldier, "consisted in  m arch ing to and from  
work w ith  hoes, shovels, and p icks on our shoul­
ders.”  Even the colored Engineers, W orking close 
to the fro n t lines and W ith in  f ir in g  range, were 
ne ithe r given arms nor taugh t to use them. *

Even th e ir  b rie f and in frequent holidays were 
ru ined by d isc rim ina tion . Mrs. H un ton  ^nd Miss 
Johnson te ll of a  group of Negro laborers who 
had been granted à week-end fo r an  outing . “ Just 
lik e  ch ild ren  they made us lis ten  to a ll th e ir  
en thusiastic  plans and dreams of th is  outing . They 
went, bu t came back dumb in  the despair of 
outraged t ru th  and justice. A  run ne r had pre­
ceded them, and the French restaurants and places 
of amusement had been warned no t to receive

them, since they were but servants of the w hites.” 
Dr. Du Bois says tha t, though some of the 

w h ite  officers “ were fine men . . . t lie  m a jo r ity  
were ’n igger’ d rive rs  of the most offensive type.” 
On more than one occasion, the Negro laborers 
vented th e ir  w ra th  on officers of th is  caliber. 
“ The ‘804th,’ w ith  its  p len ty of b ra in  and p len ty 
■of brawn . , ”  w rote Mrs. H unton and Miss 
Johnson, “ had now and then sent an. overbear­
ing  m ilita ry  police in to  deep repose.” Of the 

-regim ents v ih ich  Were detained in  France a fte r  
the w ar to jre b u ry  the dead, these ladies w rite : 
“ A lways in  those days there was fear of m u tin y  
or rum ors of m u tin y . We fe lt  m ost o f the tim e 
th a t we were l iv in g  on the edge of a sm oldering

cra ter. A t  Belleau Woods the soldiers en masse 
banished some who m istreated them.”

Yet, a fte r a ll^ th is , the Negro “ representatives”  
in  the W a r D epartm ent, E m m ett J. Scott, could 
have the nerVe to w r ite : “ The Stevedore camps, 
had th e ir  share o f songs, music and...gaiety.,. 
W hen the s tra in  o f w o rk  and the hand ling  of 
cargoes and am m un ition  became re a lly  one long 
grind: fo r  the Stevedores, m orn ing, noon, add 
n igh t, we £ould see them  th rough  a ll sorts o f 
weather’ 'a'fid hours . . . s ing ing  or W h is tling  some 
p a trio tic  melody or popular song.”

(T h is  is the f i f th  a rtic le  in  th is  series.)

We Know Only
One Side In

— the Vanadium and Brill strikes in Pennsylvania
— the Aluminum strike in New Jersey
— the Allis-ChaInters strike in Wisconsin
— the International Harvester strike in Illinois 
L— the Transport Workers strike in New York
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Steel Labor Is On The March Everywhere
Bethlehem’s L  A . 
Plant Is Struck
West Coast Fabricating Plant Shut Down 
When Company Won't Reinstate 4 Members

L05 ANGELES, March 15—A strike of steel workers em­
ployed at the Fabricating Plant of the Bethlehem Steel Com­
pany in Los Angeles has resuiied in a complete shut-down of 
the plant. Approximately 1 10 production workers went out on 
strike Sunday morning (March 9) after a unanimous strike vote 
had been taken on the previous Thursday.

Strike committee members of SWOC Local 2273 gave a re­
porter fo r TH E  M IL IT A N T  the following statement: "The sole 

• purpose of this strike is to force the management to sit down 
with us and discuss w o rk in g  con-

Picketing A  Bethlehem Plant

d itions am icably. We take issue 
on these three po in ts:

1. “ When fou r men are u n fa ir ly  
la id  o ff and the management re­
fuses to re instate them we feel 
honor bound to our fe llow  w o rk ­
ers to. appeal th e ir  case. I f  they 
go undefended other w orkers may 
be next. These men were active 
in  the un ion and some of them 
are la rge ly  responsible fo r the 
success of organ ization in  the 
plant.

2. "W here there is ho set po licy 
on s e n io r ity ' there always arises 
favo ritism . This fosters ill-fee ling  
between fe llow  workers who 
'Should and would o rd in a r ily  get 
along together. B u t the ¡company 
Wants no semblance of organiza­
t io n  and cooperation whatsoever! 
I t  is a l lr ig h t  fo r  them  to fo rm  as­
sociations and spend m illio n s  of 
do lla rs fo r s trikeb reak ing  and un­
ion-smashing, but i f  you spend a 
do lla r a m onth to protect your 
job and increase your wages to 
bette r l iv in g  conditions you are 
a ‘sucker’.

“ But, of course, there is always 
the company union. Yes, i f  there 
is  a n y th in g  you w a n t— a new 
reamer or a not-so-very-old pa in t 
brush, the company un ion w i l l  go 
to  the management, get fu l l  recog­
n ition ,, and lo ! you get your new 
ream er and your l i t t le  brush — 
bu t. how about sen io rity  righ ts ., 
and how about wages?

W A G E S  £ N D  P R O FITS
3. “ The question of , -wages. 

Bethlehem  has been granted over 
one b illio n  or one thousand m il­
lio n  do llars in  governm ent con­
trac ts . There was no low  compe­
t it iv e  bid necessary fo r the ac­
q u is itio n  of these orders.

“ The en tire  burden of m eeting 
th is  te rr if ic  demand lies solely in 
the hands of A m erica ’s productive 
manpower. F a ir  compensation 
th rough p ro fit sharing  is our re­
ward. The Bethlehem Review for 
March, 1941 quotes a net p ro fit 
o f. $48,677,524 fo r the year 1940 
Pnd dividends to lion-producing 
Stock-holders of nearly twenty- 
tw o m illio n  dollars.

“ The same Review slates that 
the average earnings per hour of 
a ll employees is 94.1c. per hour. 
Take away a few fa t salaries and 
where is 'yo u r average? Top wages 
in  the p lan t are not over 80c. an 
hour. Now where is you r aver­
age? W ill ,Mr. Grace settle fo r a 
94e. rea l average o r g ive a f la t  
25% increase? I t  is his option .”

A F L  Teamsters are respecting 
the p icke t lines. Support to the 
s tr ik e rs  is being given by other 
CIO  unions, on the p icket line

and also in  the w ay o f m a te ria l 
support.
1 Bethlehem has another p lan t in  
Los Angeles, the Open H earth  
p lan t and R o lling  M ills . I t  employs 
some 800 men who are organized 
in  SWOC local 1845. Committees 
have been set up by local 1845 in 
preparation fo r s tr ik e  in  support 
of the s tr ike rs  a t the F abrica ting  
plant.

SW O C  Growing 
In Chicago Area
Dues-lnspfection Picket Lines Get Amazing 
Results (n Indiana Harbor and Gary Plants

CHICAGO, March 17— The organizational drive of the 
Steel Workers Organizing Committee (CIO) in the vital Chicago 
area has brought remarkable results within the past month.

A t the important L ittle  Steel center near here, Indiana Har­
bor, almost 9U per cent ot the workers of the Inland Steel plant 
are now up-to-date dues-paying union' members. A few weeks 
ago, before the present organizing drive got under way, only 25 
per cent of the Inland workers were in good standing in the 
union.

The drive has had equal success in the Carnegie Steel plant, 
em ploying about 20,000 men, in

Steel w orkers p icke t t{»e Bethlehem Steel Co rp. p lan t in Los Angeles in a s tr ik e  called by the 
SW OC-CIÔ  a fte r  fo u r union men were fired . Th is is one evidence o f the encouragement the Beth­

lehem w orkers everywhere gained fro m  the re c e n t s tr ik e  v ic to ry  a t the Lackawanna p lan t.

Little Steel Strike Taught 
Workers Whom Not To Trust

Never Put Any Faith in thé Government and Its National Guard; 
Trust Only in Labor's Power—That's the Lesson of 1937

B y A R T  P R EIS
At this lime? every steel worker should remember the lesson 

of the 1937 strikes.
*  *  *  .

Borne forward on the relentless upsurge of industrial union­
ism which started to sweep the country in 1933-33, the steel 
workers began to assail the fortresses of Big .and L ittle  Steel.

Several abortive attempts to organize were made through 
the machinery of the decrepit, .craft-ridden,dues hungry AFL 
Amalgamated Association of Iron, Steel- and Tin Workers.

Then, in 1936, the Committee for Industrial Organization, 
based on industrial union principles, was formed. In. July of the 
same year, the Steel W orkers Or- 
'ganizTfig Committee (CIO) began
its ' campaign.

W hereupon the companies dust­
ed o ff th e ir  “ employee representa­
t io n ”  plans. O vernight hundreds 
of company “ un ions”  began to 
flou rish  “ contracts.”  The1 Iron  
and Steel In s t itu te  spent m illio n ^  
on p u b lic ity  and full-page ads to 
a ttack the SWOC and denounce 
tlie  CIO as a “ red menace.”  But 
to no avail.
T H E  U N IO N ’S G RO W TH

By January 1937, the SWOC 
numbered 150,000 members.' In  
a score of leading steel p lan ts,' 
the SWOC took over the company 
unions bodily. T lie  company union 
system of Carnegie-Illinois, la rg ­
est U. S. Steel subsid iary, w ith  
130,000 workers, fe ll to pieces.

Insu rgen t in d u s tr ia l l a b o r  
throughout the coun trjl . was 
smashing a t the bu lw arks of the 
open-shop. The embattled auto 
workers of the g ian t General Mo­
tors Corporation forced signed 
contracts fro m  the  M organ-D u- 
Pont. financia l coa lition  by th e ir 
m ilita n t sit-down strikes. \

Seeing the hand -w riting  on the 
wa ll, t lie  heads.of-the; U. S. Steel 
Corporation, the greatest aggre­
gate of in d u s tr ia l cap ita l in  the 
world , began to get j i t te ry .

The nations of Europe were on

art arm am ents spree, in  prepara­
tion  fo r the im pending war. Great 
B r ita in  wanted to pu t through t 
con tract in vo lv in g  hundreds of 
m illio n s  fo r arm or plate anc 
steel products w ith  U. S. Steel 
B u t i t  wanted guarantees of un 
impeded production. The Unitec 
States governm ent had passed ap 
p ro p ria tion s  fo r  $6’50,000,000 fo r  
new battleships, and also wanted 
prom pt de live ry  fo r steel.

Greedy to seize- these profitable 
w ar orders, fea rfu l of the tremeD 
dous sweep of the CIO organiza 
tio n  d rive  and the power of the 
w orkers as demonstrated in  the 
auto sit-down striked, U. S. Steel 
a fte i secret: negotiations w it l  
John 'L .  Lew is and other C l f  
heads, qnuounced tha t i t  would 
sign an agreement, w ith  the 
SWOC.

U N IÓ N  G RO W TH C O N T IN U E S
In  May 1937, M urray, head of 

the SWOC, was able to announce 
tha t the un ion had 350,000 mem­
bers, 600 new lodges, and con­
tracts w ith  90 companies, inc lud ­
ing  a ll Ü. S. Steel subsidiaries 
and m any im p o rtan t independent 
companies. On May 20, a fte r1 a 36 
hour s trike . Jones & Laugh lin , ehr 
p loy ing  27.000 workers, signed 
up w ith  the CIO.

The tide  of steel un ionism  seem-

Steel Profits
Steel and iron are the basic materials of 

modern industry in war as in peace.
War is, however, even better for the steel 

trust. Take a look at these profit figures for 
the seven leading steel corporations for 1940 
as compared with 1939:

1939
$41,1 19,934 

24,038,384 
10,671.343 

in 3,188,944 
12,581,636

1940
$102,181,321 

48,677,524 
21,113,507 
10.277,029 
17,112,315

II. S. Steel 
Bethlehem 
Republic 
Jones & Laugl 
National Steel 
Youngstown
. Sheet & Tube '5.004,484 10.815.468
Inland Steel Cp. 10.931.016 14,450,385

Profits in the steel industry thus rose one 
hundred per cent in 1940 over 1939. T it is year 
steel profits w ill be the highest in the history'of 
the industry, rising' another one hundred per 
cent oyer, 1940. And Roosevelt talks about 
.‘ ‘equal sacrifices’’ !

Iron and steel exports in 1940 were already 
-higher than in the previous best year, 1917: 
8,720,000 net tons, as compared with 7,049,000 
.at the height of the last war.

U.: S. Steel— Big Steel— raked in over 
$800,000.000 in the last war in net profits. 
From 1915 to 1919, it paid out to the Wall 
Street coupon-clippers $355,000,560 in d iv id­
ends. I f  it hadn't made a cent of profit for the 
next ten years, it could still have paid out the 
same dividends from its swollen assets and re­
serves, which rose from $1,765,257,492 in, 1914 
to $2,571,617,175 in 1918.

In 1940, the steel trust made 8Vs per cent 
profit on its total investment. In 1939, it had 
made Vh per cent. Tins year it is expected 
to clear over 12 per cent— and that on watered 
capital of hundreds of millions.

But th r  steel workers have had no raise 
; in pay. When the war ends, ami the post-war 

depression sets in, they w ill have no reserves 
off which to live for years to come. Price rises, 
rent increases, higher taxes are already eating 
into their meager pay envelopes.

The-facts prove conclusively that the steel 
bosses could pay the U:S. Steel workers 10 per 
cent mor.e, and s tiff make 9 per, cent-profit on 
their capital.. I hey could-pay 20 per cent more 
and still make a ju icy 6 per cent.

«<1 irre s is tib le . And Ihen came the 
battle w ith  L it t le  Steel.

" L it t le  Steel”  includes the B eth­
lehem Steel Conipany, secoud la r ­
gest steel corpora tion  in Am erica, 
Republic Steel, In la nd  Sleet, 
Youngstown Sheet and Tube Cor­
pora tion  and the N ationa l Steel 
Corporation. The combined pro­
duction and pro fits of these five, 
corporations usually equal or .ex­
cel > th a t of U. S, Steel.'

B IG  S T E E L ’S G A M E
B ut con tra ry  to the general im ­

pression, L it t le  Steel and Big 
Steel are very closely . aligned. 
Bethlehem Steel is contro lled by 
the House of Morgan through in ­
te rlock ing  directorsh ips, ju s t as 
is. U. S. Steel. In  the same fash­
ion, in te rlo ck ing  directors tie  the 
other L it t le  Steel companies to 
the g ian t steel trus t.

I f  expediency forced U. S. Steel 
to sign up w ith  the SWOC, tha t 
lid n ’ t mean i t  yielded an inch on 
its form er open-shop designs. It 
,vas planned to smash the union 
>n L it t le  Steel, thus preserving a 
'arge open-shop field as a fu tu re  
springboard fo r a. d irect attack 
on the union in  B ig  Steel.

W hen the SWOC demanded un ­
ion recognition from  the L it t le  
Steel corporations, i t  was met 
w ith  a f la t turn-down. Instead 
the companies began fir in g  union 
men, p u ttin g  up barbed w ire  
fences about, th e ir  plants, im p o rt­
in g ' hundreds of gunmen and 
thugs.

I t  was an open challenge lo the 
union. As the La F o lle tte  Senate 
investiga ting  committee la te r dis­
closed, these companies purchased 
no less than $50,000 w o rth  of 
guns, m un itions and tear gas in 
May.

T H E  S T R IK E  B E G IN S
Late in May and early in  June. 

1937. 70.000 steel workers were 
'a iled  out on s tr ike  from  the 
m ills  of Republic Steel, Youngs­
town Sheet . and . Tube, Inland 
Steel and the Johnstown p lan t of 
Bethlehem Steel.

.The focal po in t of the s trike  
was in  the Ohio Valley, ranging 
from  Youngstown, W arren, Niles. 
Massillon. Canton to Cleveland.

Youngstown was the key po int 
i f  th is  area, w ith  Youngstown 
Sheet and Tube and Republic 
Steel dom inating  the c ity . A t the 
T a rt of the s trike , the 'p lan ts  were 
hut down tig h t.

M U R D ER  FOR P R O F IT
The local au thorities  in  Youngs- 

own supported the companies. 
On Monday n ight, June 21, thev» . t -  _ .

'■ompanics announced they wore 
going to open the Youngstown 
plants the next day.

From  scores of m iles away, a ll 
through t,he n ig h t of the 21st, 
thousands of workers began to 
uoui; in to  Youngstown to aid Ihe 
Youngstown steel workers. By 
m orn iug. they represented a huge 
arm y, _detefm ined. to figh t and 
prepared to figh t. Rubber workers 
from  A kron , men from  Canton,

m iners from  Pennsylvania, steel 
workers from  Sharon. Newcastle, 
P ittsburgh, A liqu ippa.

The companies did not attem pt 
to move as planned th a t m orning. 
A ll day the s tr ike rs  and sym­
pathizers hoped fo r word from  the 
m edia tion board o r t lie  govern­
ment demanding th a t the compa­
nies obey the labor laws. None 
came.

Arm ed deputies roamed the 
streets, te rro riz in g  isolated w o rk ­
ers, m urdering  several, wounding 
scores, inc lud ing  women. B u t they 
could not break tlie  p icket lines.

A “ back to w o rk ”  movement 
was started, under an “ indepen­
dent”  union label. .The one paper 
in town, the Youngstown V ind ica­
tor. opened up a v icious propa­
ganda barrage on the s trike rs . 
B u t the stHkers would not break.

In  the m idst of negotiations 
w ith  a- government-appointed me­
d ia tion  board, on Jtitle  1'9,'a 'g rd iir 
of armed deputies opened fire  on 
a group of pickets, inc lud ing  worn 
en w ith  babes in  arms. A number 
of workers were k illed , 50 wound 
ed. v

G O V E R N M E N T  —  
S T R IK E B R E A K E R

A t m idn igh t, the word came 
tha t Governor Davey, “ New Deal”  
representative elected w ith  the 
support of Labor’s Non-Partisan 
League, was sending in  the Na 
tional Guard to “ prevent d iso r 
der”  and “ keep the. plants shut.”

In  the councils of the s trike rs  
were a number of S ta lin is ts  -who 
had supported Davey to office — 
those were the “ Popular F ro n t” 
days. These, together w ith  several 
other leaders, urged the workers 
to disband and re tu rn  home, as­
su ring  them-' th a t the N ationa l 
Guard was be ing 'sen t in  to pro­
tect the in terests of —  the w o rk ­
ers!

T rus t in  Davey and Roosevelt 
was being insisted upon th rough­
out the s tr ike  by P h ilip  .Murray, 
John L. Lewis, and the other CIO 
leaders.

R e luctantly, the workers dis­
persed. The sympathizers re tu rn ­
ed to th e ir  home towns.

S M A S H IN G  T H E  S T R IK E
W ^en (lie  N ational Guard mov­

ed in to  Youngstown, i t  did what 
i t  has always done: i t  opened, up 
tlie  plants. Tbefi began an unpar­
alleled reign o f ten-op up and down 
the Ohio Valley. The s tr ike  lead­
ers were arrested in  th e ir  homes 
and held incommunicado. Ind iv id ,- 
ual un ion m ilita n ts  were picked 
up o ff tlie  streets. Dispersed and 
disorganized, the workers could 
not fight, to protect th e ir  leaders 
and active members.

From  Youngslown, to W arren, 
to Canton, M assillon, Cleveland, 
moved the troops," system atica lly 
beheading the s trike , shooting, 
heating, bayoneting the isolated 
workers. In  a  short w h ile , the 
workers became demoralized. 
T he ir local leaders in  ja i l ,  no 
new - strategy com ing from  the 
lop CIO leaders, the back-bone of 
the s tr ike  was broken.

T H E  JOHNSTOAVN F O R M U L A
The isolated s tr ike  of the B eth­

lehem workers in Johnstown, Pa., 
was smashed by a combined pro­
paganda and back-to-work move­
ment financed by the company 
and organized by the offic ia ls of 
the town who were in Ihe pay­
er the company, and supplement­
ed by v ig ila n te  gangs.

M ayor Oaniel J. Shields, once 
convicted and ja iled  fo r  attempted

Gary, Ind iana, and in  the Youngs- 
torvn Sheet and Tube p lan t in  In ­
diana Harbor, w ith  8,000 workers.

A  b ig  help ’ in  b r in g in g  new 
members in to  the SWOC fo ld  and 
renew ing the memberships of ma­
ny others who had grown lax  in  
m a in ta in in g  th e ir  un ion a ffilia tio n  
has been an aggressive po licy of 
“ dues inspection.”

DU ES P IC K E T S
A  strong un ion picket-line is 

established before the p lan t gates, 
and a ll workers are required to 
show a paid-up un ion card before 
they are perm itted to go to work. 
I f 'a  w o rke r is unable to show a 
union card, he is p rom ptly  in ­
form ed th a t he cannot enter the 
p lan t u n t il he gets his card show­
in g  un ion membership in  goo-I 
standing.

A t the In land  p lan t there, have 
been three “ dues inspections” 
w ith in  recent weeks, w ith  as m a­
ny as 1,000 un ion men on the 
p icket line  to ins is t tha t every 
w orker en tering  the p lan t be a 
good-standing un ion member. '

A W A K E N S  T H E  M E N
P rio r to th is  m il ita n t  and ag­

gressive method of organization, 
the m orale of m any of the steel

workers in  th is  area had been at 
a low ebb. The workers have been 
find ing  i t  increasing ly  d iff ic u lt  to 
make ends meet because of m ourn­
in g  prices, and there had been a 
noticeable grow th  of discontent. 
B u t many of them, instead of. 
jo in in g  the un ion, ju s t grumbled 
amongst themselves and ilved on 
dreams of the companies sudden­
ly  g e ttin g  b ig-hearted and vo lun­
ta r ily  com ing through w ith  wage 
increases out of th e ir  b ig  war 
profits.

“ Dues inspection”  has served to 
pose unionism  before them sharp­
ly  as the w ay ou t o f t j ie ir  im m e­
diate bad conditions. The bold 
methods of the union have given 
the workers confidence in  its  
power.

As soon as the organ ization 
drive  is. concluded at In land 
Steel, when the union is confident 
i t  w i l l  have signed up 100 per 
cept o f the w orkers, i t  w il l 
present a contract fo r negotiation.

The success of the Chicago area 
drive is ot’ extreme importance 
to the SWOC na tiona lly , and has 
aided m a te ria lly  in  ran k in g  the 
February dues-paying member­
ship of tlie  SWOC second only tc 
the United M ine W orkers union 
in  the CIO.

U. S. STEEL 
PARLEY IS 
CRUCIAL
Roosevelt Speech 
Is Threat Against 
Steel Workers

Brill Plant Is 
Shut By Strike
SWOC Shows Workers' Power When Boss 
Keeps Stalling On Renewal Of Contract

PH ILAD ELPH IA , March 17— A strike of the 1500 workers 
at tlie local plant o f the J. G. B rill Company, world’s largest 
manufacturer of trolley cars, has halted all operations since 
March 11. The strike-was called by the Car and Bus Builders 
Local, No. 1263, of the Steel Workers Organizing Committee

(C IO l, a fte r s ix weeks of fu tile
b ribe ry  of a .federal o ffic ia l, led 
the drive. He was given $31,456 by 
Bethlehem Steel to finance h is  ef­
forts.

The w orkers hung on g rim ly  
in  Republic Sleel. B u t late in  
June, the s trikes a t Betbleherh 
and Youngstown Sheet and Tube 
were called off. The s tr ik e  à t the. 
Republic plants s low ly  dw indled. 
B y October, a lthough the s tr ike  
was not o ffic ia lly  called o ff, a ll 
but a few thousand workers were 
back to w ork.

But. the SWOC was not smash­
ed. I t  continued to live  and, a fte r 
a wh ile , to grow again. Once 
more, th roughou t L it t le  Steel, the 
workers are sweeping in to  the 
union.

T H E  S IM P L E  LESSON
And th is  tim e, the steel workers 

are bound to w in, i f  tljiey have mas­
tered the lesson of the L it t le  
Steel defeat of 1937, the same les­
son learned by th e ir  fathers in  
the 1919 s tr ike  and th e ir  grand­
fathers back in  1892 in  Home­
stead.

The steel workers eau tru s t 
on ly iu  th e ir  own organized 
strength and power. The govern-’ 
ment is a bosses’ government., i t  
is  on the side of the steel cor­
porations. To wrin, the steel w o rk ­
ers m ust be prepared fo r  m ilita n t 
resistance ahd b itte r  struggle.

T lie  workers of Lacka wanna, 
have ju s t shown i t  can be done. 
The auto workers, the M innea­
polis teamsters, the. West. Coast, 
m a ritim e  workers, a ll have met 
the armed thugs of the bosses and 
governm ent and come out v ic to r i­
ous.

United in  figh ting  action., the 
workers can tear down the open- 
shop banner from  tbo ram parts 
of L it t le  Sleek They can make 
1941 the year w hen the un ion ban­
ner began to f ly  over • L i t t le  
Steel!

negotiations w ith  the management 
fo r  a renewal, plus new' conces­
sions, of the old contract, which 
expired February 28.

A t the beginn ing of the wa lk 
out a mass picket-line- was throw n 
about the p lant. W hen ’ the com­
pany fo rm a lly  closed the p lan t al 
together, the mass p icket-line xVac 
w ithd raw n  and,a. skeleton picket- 
line  was established to keep close 
watch.

Tbe company has attem pted l.o 
make a b ig  issue over the fact 
th a t i t  has three xvar orders, to ­
ta lin g  $418,661. Union spokesmen 
have pointed out that, on ly 75 
of the 1500 w orkers in the plant 
have been employed on these con­
tracts.
T H È  U N IO N ’S D E M A N D S

M ichael H a rris , SWOC regional 
d irec to r here, repo rting  on the' 
union's demands stated,: “ We
asked a 25 per cent increase in  
day rates and a 15 per cent in ­
crease in  piece rates. V e  asked 
fo r a un ion shop, two weeks vaca­
tion  w ith  pay fo r men w ith  tire 
years sen io rity , and one week va 
ra tio n  fo r  those w ith  less.

“ We also asked other changes 
in  (he contract . . .  to b r in g  it  
in  lin e  w ith  contracts already 
signed w it l i  iho parent company, 
tbe Am erican Car and Foundry 
Co., a t Berw ick, Pa.”

These additions to the contract 
include sen iq rity  r ig h ts  and im ­
proved grievance ad justm ent pro­
cedure.

I t  has been announced at u ii'on  
headquarters that, negotiations be­
tween the company and the union 
would be renewed tom orrow. Tn 
the meantime, the union is m ak­
ing a ll preparations fo r a. long 
ha lite  i f  necessary. P rovisions are 
being made to handle ren t prob­
lems, food, m pdical care, etc. fo r 
thè s trike rs , i t  was stated at s trike  
headquarters.

Roosevelt is preparing to in­
tervene on the-side of the steel 
bosses if  there is a showdown 
between the Steel Workers Or­
ganizing Committee (CIO) and 
Big Steel.

Roosevelt’s explosive em­
phasis on “ steel workers,’’ dur­
ing the section of his speech 
Saturday night calling for labor 
“ sacrifices’’ in the war, was ob­
viously directed at the SWOC.

It is an open secret that the 
haste of the administration in 
se tting  up its  new w ar labor me­
d ia tion  board is directed at be­
heading any possible m il ita n t  ac­
tion  on tbe pa rt of the steel w o rk ­
ers. T h e p la n  is to break this steel 
w orkers ’ m orale th rough  long- 
drawn out and dem ora liz ing m edi­
ation.

A SECO ND T H R E A T
The declaration of Roosevelt 

was coupled w ith  the action on 
the same day of Sidney H illm a n , 
in dem onstra tive ly  in te rven ing  in  
the s tr ik e  in  B rid ge v ille , Pa., 
of 400 w orkers of the 'Vanadium 
Corporation. (Vanadium  is used 
as a hardening substance in  m ak­
ing steel.) H illm a n ’s argum ents 
tha t s ix  carloads of m ateria ls  
held up by tlie  s tr ik e  were ham­
pering "n a tio na l defense”  was a 
b lind behind w h ich  the adm in is­
tra tio n  issued a th rea t to a ll steel 
workers.

P h ilip  M u rra y , by agreeing- to 
nom inate two CIO men to the me­
d ia tio n  board has taken: a step 
wh ich may lead the steel w orkers 
down another b lind  a lle y  paved 
w ith  “ a fte r  the w a r”  prom ises 
and no resu lts  now.

U N IO N  D E M A N D S
Last week tlie  Steel W orkers 

Organizing Committee (CIO) sub­
m itted  nine fo rm a l demands to 
tbe U n ited States Steel Corpora­
tion, em ploying 261,000 workers. 
The ch ie f demands are fo r  a 10 
cents an hour pay raise and sole 
barga in ing r ig h ts  fo r  the SWpC. 
The present contract exp ire s '> at 
the end of th is  m onth.

Ben jam in Fairless, head of IT. 
S. Steel, w h ich  is rea liz ing  the 
highest pro fits in  its  h is to ry , has 
offered the steel w orkers a m iser­
able increase of 2% cents. A fte r  
m onths of fu t ile  “ in fo rm a l”  nego­
tia tions, B ig  Steel lias chosen the 
road of open w arfa re  on steel la ­
bor,. apparently in  tbe be lie f th a t 
the union leadership can be b u ll­
dozed into- a poor settlem ent.

A Council of W ar has been set 
up of the heads of the leading 
steel corporations, in  the guise of 
an Iro n  and St!eel In d u s try  De­
fense Committee, w ith  a steering 
committee inc lud ing  F a irless; E u­
gene Grace, president o f Beth le­
hem ; Tom  G ird le r, C h a i r ­
man o f Republic Steel; E rnes t 
W eir, cha irm an o f N a tion a l Steel; 
and E. L. Ryerson Jr., Chairm an 
o f In land  Steel.

W O R KERS W A N T  A C T IO N
M eanwhile, the urge to action of 

the steel workers is bu rs ting  fo rth  
i l l  p re lim in a ry  s tr ik e  sk irm ishes 
at a dozen points.

A  s tr ike  of 900 Crucible Steel 
workers in the P ittsbu rgh  area 
was ju s t settled .w ith  adjustm ents 
iu wage rates. The pot continues 
to boil in  the Lackawanna, p lan t 
of Bethlehem Steel, where another 
s tr ike  is im m inen t unless the com­
pany complies fu lly  w ith  the 
agreement reached-after the w a lk ­
out three weeks ago.

1200 SWOC members have been 
out on s tr ike  at the arm s p lan t 
o f the J. G. B r i l l  Com pany in 
P hiladelph ia. Many “ qu ick ie ”  
s trikes have occurred in  the 
Youngstown area in  recent weeks 
a t Youngstown Sheet and -Tube 
and Republic Steel.

The steel workers arc po iiring  
in to .th e  SWOC by the thousands 
in every steel town in  the coun­
try .

Steel labor siauds a t a fa te fu l 
crossroad. One path leads to com­
promise, vac illa tion  and retreat:. 
Down the other road, th a t of m il i­
ta n t struggle, lies the on ly  hope 
o f v ic to ry .
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Negro Struggle
By A L B E R T  P A R K E R

A Glimpse At U. S. Diplomats
Ambassador Dodd Painted A  Devastating Portrait O f These Parasites

Tenth Anniversary 
of Scottsboro Case

This wêek m arks the ten th  ann iversary  o f the 
opening o f tire now alm ost fo rgo tte n  Scottsboro 
case.

W e take note o f i t  now, ten years a fte r  i t  
began, to Send our greetings to  the five boys 
s t i l i  held in the A labam a ja ils , to po in t out the 
remorseless class hatred o f the Southern B ou r­
bons who keep them there even though the whole 
w o rld  knows they are innocent.

N ine Negro boys, m ost o f them s t i l l  children, 
r id in g  on a fre ig h t  tra in  fro n t Chattanooga in to  
A labam a, go t in to  a f ig h t w ith  some w h ite  boys 
o f around th e ir  own age and made them  leave 
thé tra in . W hen the tra in  pu lled in to  P a in t Rock, 
A labam a, the tra in 'w a s  stopped and the Negro 
boys picked up. On another car tw o^w h ite  g ir ls , 
dressed in  m en’s c lo th ing , were also discovered, 
and taken in to  custody. They were taken to  
Scottsboro', the county seat, and word* began to, 
spread th a t the boys had raped them.

In  sho rt order, the boys were indicted fo r  
rape, q u ick ly  b rough t to “ t r ia l ”  and (w ith  the 
exception o f one ch ild  on whose case the ju ry  
disagreed) sentenced to  death.

There was no th ing  unusual in  th is  case. There 
have been scores o f such cases in  the South 
about w h ich no th ing  has been w ritte n , w h ich 
were passed o f f  as a m a tte r o f course, where 
Negroes have been m urdered to “ teach them  
th e ir  place.”

B u t th is  case was no t passed o ff. The Com­
m un is t P a r ty ’s In te rn a tio n a l Labor Defense en­
tered it ,  provided law yers and opened up a cam ­
pa ign  w h ich as i t  spread and secured support 
reached in to  every single im p o rta n t com m unity 
in  the coun try  and every coun try  in  the w orld .

B asing its e lf  gene ra lly  on a class s trugg le  
defense, the I.L .D . organized n o t on ly  the legal 
defense, bu t mass dem onstrations and m eetings 
on a na tiona l and in te rn a tio n a l scale.

F in a lly , one o f the t\vd g ir ls  confessed th a t 
they  had been in tim ida ted  ih to  te ll ib g  the rape 
s tory. Because the case had reached such w ide­
spread proportions, however, the A labam a B ou r­
bons determ ined to  brazen i t  out, to  show th a t 
Negroes have no r ig h ts  in  the South and had 
be tte r not get any “ u p p ity ”  ideas in  th e ir  beads.

What Saved the Bays
I t  was the mass dem onstrations and m eet­

ings  in hundreds 'b f Cities w h ich saved the boys’ 
lives. A ga in  ártd again, they were found g u ilty , 
again and again A labam a prepared to- take their 
lives, bu t each tim e  the courts, fee ling  the ang ry  
pressure o f m illio ns  o f  w h ite  and N egró  workers, 
re trea ted  and ordered new t r ia l ’s.

Then, fa r  aw ay in  ' Moscow, S ta lin  And Ms 
bureaucracy decided 6n the  policy, Of “ the people’s 
fro n t, collective secu rity  • and a Franco-Soviet 
Pact.”  Th is was ah order to  the Com m unist P a r­
ties o f thè dem ocratic im p e ria lis t na tions such as 
France, Eng land and the U.S.A., to  t r y  to  line 
up the boss governm ents fo r  an alliance w ith  
S ta lin . To do th is , they Were to'ld to  support 
people like  Roosevelt fo r  elections, and in  general 
to  t r y  to  “ so ften”  down the class s trugg le . -

Th is meant, so fa r  as the Scottsboro Cáse Wás 
concerned, an- end to  the class s trugg le  policies 
Which had saved the boy^ Up to th a t po in t. E a r ly  
in  1936 the dem onstrations had disappeared, and 
a new Scottsboro Defense Com m ittee, ha iled by 
th é -S ta lin is ts , -Aas set up. I t  turned down the 
class s trugg le  p rogram  advocated by the T ro t­
sky is ts  and w ent to  w o rk  on the case in a w ay 
th a t would s u it the innum erable r ig h t  reverend 
gentlem en on the Committee.

The Result of the Stalinist Line
Ozie Powell, one o f the boys, goaded by á 

s h e r if f  d r iv in g  fro m  court, scratched back W ith 
a  pen k n ife  in  se lf defense. The s h e r if f  stopped 
the car, go t out and pu t a bu lle t th rough P ow ell’s 
brà in , p a ra lyz ing  him  fo r  a long tim e  and alm ost 
k i l l in g  him . Despite the fa c t th a t ev'éryóhé knew 
PoWell had s truck  back in  Sètf-'defensé, the 
Scottsboro Defense Com m ittee go t h im  to  plead 
g u ilty  o f assault w ith  in te n t to k i l l !  Thé re su lt 
Was th a t the state dropped the rape Charges 
aga ins t h im  and Sentenced h im  to 20 years Im ­
prisonm ent w ith  no chance, because o f the plea 
o f gU ilty , o f  f ig h tin g  the th in g  th rou gh  thé 
courts.

T h is  Was on ly  one chapter in  the story o f a 
num ber o f d isgusting  “ deals”  Which were made 
á t thè tim e  between the  Com m ittee and the J im  
C row  judge hand ling  the case. The Whole s to ry  
has no t ye t been to ld , b u t enough leaked ou t to  • 
show th a t both the S ta lin is ts  and the Norm an 
Thom as Socialists had sanctioned a deal Which 
would free  some o f the boys and keep others in 
ja i l .  The deal did n o t go th rough  exac tly  as 
planned, b u t fo u r were released, and fo u r besides 
Pow ell were kep t in  ja i l  under sentences ran g ing  
up to  75 years on the same testim ony which the 
s ta te  disregarded in fre e in g  the o ther hoys. W hen 
the whole t ru th  comes ou t some tim e, i t  w i l l  be 
seen t^ ia t these boys were sold down the r iv e r.

A nd m eanwhile, no th in g  is being done by the 
Com m ittee th a t  can have any e ffe c t on free ing  
the  rem a in ing  five. A tte m p ts  to  organize com­
m ittees in  d if fe re n t-c it ie s  by T ro tsky is ts  and 
o ther w orkers have been resisted by the S ta lin ­
is ts  w ho po in t to the  “ o ff ic ia l”  com m ittee th a t 
does no th ing. No dem onstrations are held, l i t t le  
is even w r itte n  about the case. Requests fo r  in ­
fo rm a tio n  fro m  the com m ittee b r in g  answers 
lik e  the fo llo w in g : “ The on ly  th in g  th a t can be 
done in  the P atterson casé is  a request fo r  a p a r­
don f j ’om the G overnor.”  H ow ? No answer. W ho ’s 
to  fo rce  the pardon? No answer.

A nd m eanwhile, w ith  the defense movem ent 
bo ttled  up by a class co llabo ra tion is t committee, 
the rem a in ing  five boys continue to ro t in  ja i l  
and on the chain gang— w h ile  the S ta lin is ts , who 
hâve p u t on a coat o f “ m ilita n c y ”  since the S ta lih - 
H it le r  Pact, dare no t open th e ir  m ouths about 
W hat re a lly  happened in  thè -case no r reopen thè 
tase in  a f ig h tin g  Campaign, because to  do so 
Would be a confession o f  th e ir  treacherous pó lle- • 
ies these la s t five years.

By A R T  PRETS
The diplomatic world that W illiam  F. Dock! entered When 

lie Was appointed United States Ambassador to Germany in 
Juné, 1933, is pictured in his daily'personal,journal, published 
recently by his son and daughter uikTer tire title “ Ambassador 
Dodd’s Di-hry 1933-1938.”

Dodd’s description of a .dinner at tire French embassy in 
Berlin is a good introduction to that world:

honor.: on the -.righ t ot the altar...
“ To me it .  Was a ll half-absurd. 

I do not, know much about Pis- 
sufiski, except tha t lie was a d ic­
ta to r who put people to death 
when they Opposed’ him . W hy SO 
much re lig ious ceremony when no 
one could have imagined him  to

There was a great room fo r the 
accomodation o f men’s and wom ­
en’s wraps, With two servants, in  
live ry , to receive them — expect­
in g  tips. Up the m agnificent s ta ir­
way there were pages dressed in 
the g’ay live ries  of Louis X IV ’s 
tim e. A t the entrance to  the re* 
ception ha il, there were two other 
servants to hand out cards in d i­
cating d inner companions, frt the 
reception room there was a m ar­
velous rug w ith  a huge le tte r N 
in  the m iddle to rem ind one, es­
pecia lly Germans, of the eohquests 
of Napoleon. Dr. H ja ih ia r Schacht 
Und Count von Bassewitz were 
compelled to w a lk  over or around 
the famous in it ia l . . .

“ The w a lls  were covered w ith  
beau tifu l Gobelin tapestries. The
chairs were of Louis X lV  s ty le ....
I  noticed...also p o rtra its  o f Ereneh 

generals of the Louis X IV  pe­
riod . . .guid a lavish table w ith  
decorations in  the best of form  
and taste. There Were e igh t or 
ten Servants, in  liveries, as pages,

a ll s tanding at a tten tion . I t  sur­
passed thè Belgian's d in in g  ha ll 
ou tfit.

“ We ate fo r an hour. N o th ing 
w o rth  w h ile  was said . . . A fte r 
we were through, a ll marched cor­
rectly  to thè reception room where 
everyone stood gossiping in  l i t t le  
groups u n t il 11:45 when the mus­
icians came to open a concert . . . 
’There was no th ing  else to do. so 
we went out its the g reat pa rty  
'moved in to  the m usic ha ll. sncii 
was the show Of deMO'cratic 
tra n c e  tò tmtòvràìic. Germ àni]”  
(ou r em phasis).

A TYPICAL EXAMPLE 
OF BOURGEOIS HYPOCRISY

In  one passage, Dodd sums up 
the hypocritica l character of ca­
p ita lis t statesmen and diplom acy:

‘T went to the tia th o lic  Cathe­
dra l near the old K a iser’s palace 
t.o attend the serv ite  ih  honor of 
Pllsudski-, who. WaS being buried 
in Cracow, Poland-, at the same 
tim e . . ; H it le r  took the Seat Of

be a C hris tian?- B u t there was 
probably not one .fo llower of Jesus 
in  the Whole congregation. I 
wondered how: German Lutherans 
and Catholics would honor Hitler-, 
:t professed Catholic, i f  he should 
die. He has m urdered or caused 
to be m urdered hundreds o f inno­
cent people. Yet a l l Of us 1 d ip lo ­
mats won id be called in t o the# 
churches* to pay tribute"to h im  as 
a C h ris tian  in  ease 'o f his death.” 

The Am erican State Depart­
ment took ho. second place in  pre­
tentious’ d isplay, I ts  eUiis'sarieS 
and offic ia ls tvere, and are, the1 
spokesmen Of huige Wealth and 
p riva te  gain, ignorant, mercenary 
and/ ru lin g  class eohSciOtts to, the 
core. Dodd so describes them:

“  . . . The fu rth e r i  go ip  m y 
study of State Departm ent p o li­
cies, the more evidence there is 
th a t a clique of kinspeople con­
nected w ith  certa in  rich  fam ilies 
ate bent upon exp lo iting  the For­
eign Service fo r th e ir  set, many 
of them H arvard  graduates who

are hot evert w e ll in form ed. Snob­
bery and personal g ra tifica tio n  
are the m ain objects w ith  them .”

D O D D ’S D E S C R IP TIO N S  OF 
A M E R IC A N  D IP LO M A T S

HePe are some in d iv id u a l po r­
tra its :

“ The Am erican M in is te r , in 
Vienha, George Earle, called at 
l i  o 'clock. He is one of the rich 
men appointed to. fo re ign posH 
who know l i t t le  h is to ry  of the ir 
own or atty other country . . ,Hc 
is in te lligen t, b u t-h e  has a rich  
man’s estimate of social values* 
F o r instance, servants, valets, bo t­
tle rs ' were to h im  a m ark  of. d is ­
tinc tio n . He thoug'ht i t  te rr ib le  
th a t: less than 300 fam ilies  .in- 
V ienha have as m any as three 
servants each . . . ”

“ E arle  th in ks  D.ollfuss was r ig h t,  
in  h is  ruth less hand ling  of the 
Socia list rebellion in  A us tria  d'Ur 
ih g  the second h a lf of February.’' 
E arle  is rtoW U. S. M in is te r t r  ’ 
Bulgaria.

“ When I  accepted th is  post, 1 - 
stipu la ted ' th a t there was to be nc 
com p la in t i f  I  lived  W ith in  m y 
o ffic ia l income . . . '  However, 5 
had not been in  B e rlin  long be­
fore I  received notice th a t .the 
then Counselor, George Gordon, 
was to be recalled and J. C. W hite

The Immortal Paris Commune
March 18th Was thé 70th Anniversary o f That Great Uprising

was to Succeed h im  . . . t  did noi 
realize the purpose of th is  ap­
po in tm ent u n t il some months la 
te r When I  learned tha t W hite  
was -one of the richest men in  
the service. -

“ A t  the same tim e, I  learned 
th a t Orihe W ilson wart .to coifte 
w ith  the W hites, and he was re­
ported also to be a v e iy  wealthy 
man. T h is  was c learly ' to supple­
m e n t'm y  w hnt o f m illio n s  of dol­

la rs . Furtherm ore, I  saw th a t Jay 
P ie iTepont M o ffa t, b ro th e r-in -la w  
o f White,*, and P h illip s , uncle of 
W ilson, both in  h igh  position in 
the State Departm ent, in tended to 
have W hite  and W ilson manage 
the Embassy.”

DO DD’S P IC T U R E  OF 
THE STATE D E P A R T M E N T

In  March, 19o4, Dodd returned 
for a V is it to the U n ited States. 
One jo u rn a l e n try  d u r in g  th is  pe­
riod  is p a rtic u la r ly  devastating 
in ' i t s  depiction o f the  character 
of - the State Departm ent person­
nel. ,

“ In  the afternoon I  attended a 
conference of personnel officers in 
the Sta’te Departm ent: Moore,
(now  Counselor o f the State De­
partm ent) Carr, S'Umno'.r WellftS- 
(Of doubtfu l Cuban lam e). Hugh 
W ilson ahd others WCre present.
I  reported tha t Am erican d ip lom ­
acy had a new role to play. The 
Lou is X IV  and Victoria, sty le ami 
tim es had passed. The nations of 
the w orld  were bankrupt, -.includ­
ing  our own. I t  Was tim e to cease 
grand sty le  performances. I  des­
cribed Belgian, Ita lia n  ami French 
dinners of state in  B e rlin . There 
was some amusement.

B y JA C K  W E B E R
The spector of the Commune drove the French Generäl Staff 

in the present war to yield Paris to H itler without a struggle.
In the War of 1870 Bismarck defeated the French army and 

laid siege to Paris. The ariTied workers of Paris forced the Capi­
talist government to hold out. Finally-the Laval and Petain of 
that period, Thiers and Trochu, treacherously gave Paris up in 
'fear of the revolutionary proletariat.

On March. 18th, !87i the Parisian workers rose up against 
the capitalist betrayers and took the power into their own hands. 
They established the Commune.' the first workers’ government 
in history. Bismarck, nft-daring, to. send his,o',va troop's into the 
fie ry  furnace ,of Paris, helped the
French cap ita lis ts  to pu t down the 
Comhuine. - A ga inst .the w o rk ing  
class, the French and German ru l­
ing  class easily form ed a United 
fron t.

The Commune lasted on ly sev­
enty days, bu t the m emory 'of 
those days makes the heart Of ev­
ery  m il ita n t  w orker beat faster 
the World over. The devotion àrtd 
sacrifice of the Communards 
butchered against thé famous 
W alt of the Fédérais by the v ile  
General G a llife t, were no t in  vain. 
They had broken the path fo llow ­
ed by the Russian p ro le ta ria t in  
1905. P ro fitin g  by the lessons of 
the tWo defeats, Len in  and T ro tsky  
led the workers to v ic to ry  in  Oc­
tober 1917, less than h a lf a cen­
tu ry  a fte r the im perishab le exam­
ple óf the Commune.

T ha t splendid v ic to ry  m arks.the  
greatest tu rn in g  po in t in  a ll h is ­
to ry . The Soviet fo rm  of the w or­
kers’' governm ent was based di- 
fee tty on the CommUne. Thus to ­
day felle heritage of the Commune 
is f irm ly  bound up w ith  the even 
greater heritage of the Russian 
Revolution. The celebration of the 
one is a t the same tim e the cel­
ebration of the other.

prepared’ té "guide the revo lu tion. 
Also because the workers did not 
act w ith  the utm ost firmness 
against th e ir  class enemies.

Out Of these correct conclusions 
about the commune, D im itro v  
trie's to m anufacture a ju s tifica ­
tion  fo r the StaliU régim e in  Rus­
sia. The a rtic le  by D im itro v  in  
the D a ily  W orke r says:

"B u t the most fundam ental 
weakness of the Commune was 
th a t i t  lacked a genuine ly w o rk ­
ing  Class com m unist pa rty  ... . The 
October R evolution achieved v ic ­
to ry  m a in ly , thanks to the u n d i­
vided leadership o f ONE pa rty , 
the Com m unist Party. The Paris 
Commune suffered defeat p r im a r­
i ly  because i t  was led by two pa r­
ties, ne ithe r of w h ich was com­
m un ist.”

HO W  T H E  R U S S IA N  
R E V O L U T IO N  R E A L L Y  
H a p p e n e d

The facts of h is to ry  (how un­
fo rtuna te  fo r S ta lin !)  give the lie  
to th is  bureaucratic and to ta lita r ­
ian view. The Bolsheviks Were in 
a m in o r ity  in  thè Soviets When 
Lenin and T ro tsky  dem anded/that 
the Soviets take the power. They 
were w illin g  to back Up the 'Other

parties, the Mensheviks and the 
Social Revolution ists/ i f  they 
would take the power and end 
the bourgeois government.

Only as the struggle developed 
between the 'S ov ie ts 'a rid  the p rov­
is iona l governm ent did the B o l­
sheviks w in  a m a jo rity . The Oc­
tober insu rrec tion  took place With 
the help of another party, ..the 
L e ft Social R evolution ists, - w hd  
broke aWay a f a  la te r period:

I t  was on iy  an accident of- h is ­
to ry  th a t the Bolsheviks became 
the on ly  p a rty  in  the d ic ta torsh ip  
of. the p ro le ta ria t. W hy does Stab 
in  t r y  to raise th is  accident into 
a p rinc ip le  ? Fòri one reason only : 
to ju s t ify  h is totalitarian grip ' 
on the present regim e; to ju s tify  
w ith  revo lu tiona ry  phrases the 
■fact th a t no o ther parties are per­
m itted  and no democracy exists 
in Russia.
M A R X  A N D  L E N IN  
ON T H È  C O M M U N E

D im itro v , under orders, forgets 
M arx and L e n in , Le t us rem ind 
h im  of th e ir  rem arks on the de­
mocracy of the Commune.. M arx 
say's: “ On the other hand, no th­
ing  Could be more fore ign to the 
s p ir it  of the Commune than to 
supersede un iversa l suffrage by 
h ie ra rch ic  in ves titu re .”  B u t tha t 
is precise ly w hat S ta lin  has done. 
He tu les as a d ic ta tor. Universa l 
suffrage is the same fraud  in  
Russia as in  Germany.

Again, M arx says: “ The very 
existence of the Commune in v o lv ­
ed-, as a m atte r of course, local 
M u n ic ip a l libe rty , but no longer 
as a check upon the now super­
seded state power. I t  could only

Th’e more or less peaceful dev­
elopment of the cap ita lis t system 
a fte r the dow nfa ll o f the Com­
mune and up to the firs t W orld 
W ar, b rought a change in to  the 
w o rk in g  class movement. The les* 
sons of the Commune w erq d e li­
berate ly ignored and covered up 
by Social Democracy. Reform ism  
replaced revo lu tiona ry  M arxism . 
I t  took the new experience of the 
Russian R evolu tion its e lf to revive 
the lessons o f  the Commune. The 
Sociâl Dem ocratic revisions o f 
M arxism  were swept away by the 
Strong cu rre n t o f the revo lu tion .

D E G E N E R A T E  S T A L IN IS M  
P E R V E R TS  H IS T O R Y

B u t when the revo lu tiona ry  
wave subs ide^ in  Russia, the re­
actiona ry  S ta lin is t L ’ reaucracy us­
urped the power and constituted 
its e lf a specia lly p riv ileged caste 
To ju s tify  its  existence, th is  par­
asite attem pts to fa ls ify  M arx ism : 

' i t  vio lates h is to ry  in  search of 
some "founda tion ”  and trad ition s .:

I t  is fo r  th is  purpose th a t thè 
gravedigger S ta tin  orders his paid 
hench'man Dim itrOV, head o f the 
Communist. In te rna tiona ], to "c e l­
ebrate”  the Commune.

W hy did. thé. Comnivine Fail? I t  
fa ile d  because thè p ro le ta ria t did 

' not have a real program  of its  own. 
’ em bodied in  a w o rk in g  class pa rty
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enter in to  the head of a B ism arck 
(as now in to  the head of a S ta l­
in ! )  . . .  to ascribe to the Paris 
Commune asp ira tions a fte r the 
caricature of the old French m u­
n ic ipa l organizations of 1791, the 
Prussian m un ic ipa l constitu tion  
Which dégrades the tow n govern­
ments to mere secondary wheels 
in  the police m achinery of the 
Prussian s la te .”

A  b r ie f quotation from  Lenin 
w i l l  sow how hd was poles ap a rt 
from  the mechanical, bureáUOra'tíc 
idea of u n ity  of the p'resent ru le r 
of the K re m lin : "A lthough  the So­
c ia lis t p ro le ta ria t was divided in to  
many sects, the Commune was a 
b r i l l ia n t  example of the capacity 
of the p ro le ta ria t to un ite  fo r the ' 
rea liza tion  of dem ocratic tasks to 
which the bourgeoisie could on ly 
pay lip  service.”

The S ta lin is t gravediggers of 
the October R evolution Celebrate 
the Commune —  and do not even 
dare to speak about its  p ro le ta r­
ian democracy! W ith  good causé.

A N E W  A L IB I  PGR 
S T A L IN ’S BLO O D PURGES

Dimitrov tr ie s  to  perform an­
o ther service for s ta iin . He says: 
“ Secondly the workers of Paris 
displayed excessive m agnanim ity  
toward th e ir  class enemies of 
Versa illes and th e ir  agents. In ­
stead of adopting ex tfao rd in a ry  
meáSures to Settle accoun ts . w ith  
its  ertemies, the Commune p e rm it­
ted reaction to Organize its  forces 
in  the ve ry  heart Of Paris.”

A re  we w rong to see im p lied  in 
th is  the “ ju s t ify in g ”  Of thè bloody 
purges of Cain-S ta lin? Thére is 
on ly  one d iff ic u lty  w ith  th is  bra­
zen attem pt a t find ing  “ tra d i­
tions” : i t  is precisely S ta lin  who 
has pe rm itted  the enemies o f the 
Russian w o rk in g  class to organize 
at the very top of society, in  the 
very  heart o f the co rru p t bureauc­
racy. A il the ex trao rd ina ry  o P u  
measures have been aimed a t the 
best revo lu tion is ts , the same Bol 
sheviks who created thè u n ity  .o' 
October. S ta lin ’s “ ex traord inary 
hièàsures”  consist in  the creation : 
o f à GPU m urder-m achine reach ­
in g  ôut a ll over the w orld  to k iP  - 
the enemies not of the workers 

: hut of Cain-Stalin.

N o , . i t  is clear to a ll bu t .the 
doomed and blinded bureaucrats'' 

j they cannot find nor bu ild  any 
i w o rk ing  class trad itions . The 
com m une is not fo r th e ir  i lk !  No 
parasite has ever been able to sink 
real roots deep in  the hearts of 
the W orkers, tò flOWer in to  noble 
tra d itio n s  fo r a ll tim e. Len in  and 
T ro tsky  have done th a t. I f  S talin 
m ust have a tra d itio n  on which 
to base his regime, le t h im  seek 
irt the  proper place, among tiro 
gravediggers Of revo lu tion . H is 
name w i l l  be linked  forever, not 
With the October Revolution, nor 
w ith  its  great predecessor the  
com m une, b u t with the Gain fete 
.and the; H itle rs , the hangmen Of 
the re v o lu tio n !!

“ I  then ta lked of Am erican s ta ff 
o ffic ia ls  Who shipped fu rn itu re  
enough fo r twenty-room  houses 
W ith on ly two persons in  the fam ­
ily !  An assistant to me in  B erlin  
had à chauffeur, a porter, a bu t­
ler, a Valet, two cooks and two 
maids. A ll fo r  t.wo persons! . . .
I  . urged th a t men should not tc  
allowed to spend more than th e ir 
salaries: $4,000 ,tb $17,000 a  year. 
BeSidés, I  UVged the necessity Of 
having ambassadors ail'd assistants’ 
who knew the h is to ry  and t ra d i­
tions o f the countries -to which 
they were sent, men who th in k  ot 
th e ir  own coun try ’s interests, not 
so much about a d iffe re n t su it of 
clothes each day or s it t in g  up at 
gay but s il ly  dinners and show? 
every night . . . summer tveiie? 
winced a l i t t le :  the owner of a 
mansion in  W ashington which 
outshines the W h ite  House in 
some respects and is about as 
iarge.

"There Was much ta lk  and some 
embarrassment, bu t general agree­
m ent tha t the tim e  had come fo r 
a new k in d  o f service. I  via.r not 
fooled ,, however, a fte r tivo hout's 
of pretended, agreement,”  (our em­
phasis)” .

On June 30, 1937, Dodd records: 
“ I  heard from  a friend  today dis­
tressing news about the new Un- 
der-Seci'et ary of Stiatfe, Sumner 
Welles. Accord ing to the story as 
I  heard it ,  s ix . Senators secured 
his appointm ent by th rea ten ing 
qu ie tly  to vote against Roosevelt’s 
Supreme C ourt re form  i f  he did 
not name Welles to the post. He 
was Ambassador to CUba early  in  
the RooSeVelt regime. H is  conduct 
there was most emharhssing, i  
have heard.

“ He haS. one Of the greatest 
houses in  W ashington, v / iih  f if ­
teen servants, and another house 
fo r sum m er use in  M aryland. H C  
prides h im se lf on Spending tw ice 
as much as' Seeretary H u ll and 
give's parties ha rd ly  matched by 
any o f the Ambassadors in  W ash­
ington. t  was a l i t t le  surprised t o ’ 
réad a day o r tWo ago in-the press 
tha t Roosevelt had spent a Sun­
day W ith Welles at his M aryland 
mansion. P o litics  is a strange 
°a,me, even w ith  a rea l man like  
Roosevelt.” .

S trange on ly  to  a p e tty -b o u r­
geois h is to ry  pro fessor like  Dodd, 
Whom chance placed as a usefu l 
tool in  the hands o f Am erican im ­
p e r ia lis t d iplom acy. As an honest 
and befuddled Je ffe rson ian demo­
crat, Dodd gave a lib e ra l fro n t 
to the m achinations o f the State 
Departm ent in  Nazi Germany. 
And When he had played h is part, 
he was sum m arily  w ith d ra w n  by 
Roôsevèlt in  December, 1937. He 
died s h o rtly  thereafter.

B u t Welles, as Under-Secretary 
o f State, now ha® the Special task 
o f Convincing the sem iTo ta llta rian  
and to ta lita r ia n  governments of 
L a tin  A m erica th a t th e ir  job IS 
to defend “ democracy”  under the 
d irec tion  Of A m erican ' im p e ria l­
ism.

— 5

Why Connolly 
Didn't Get More 
Votes For A . L  P.

By JO SEPH H A N S E N
A  num ber o f the Workers whom we persuaded 

to  vote fo r  Epg<ePe Connolly, A m erican Labor 
P a rty  candidate in  the 17th Congressional d is­
t r ic t  special election-, have, asked us. w hy Connol­
ly  d idn ’t  ge t m ore votes.

He received 3,985 votes as compared W ith the 
5,945 votes received by the À L P  candidiate in  thè. 
same d is tr ic t  in  the la s t Congressional election. 
C onnolly 's vote, t h  term s o f percentage, was 
h ighe r than the A L P  Vote in, the la s t election—  
in  o ther words, the to ta l votes cast were much 
few e r than fast tim e— bu t th a t canhot re a lly  be 
taken as consolation fo r  the bald fa c t th a t the 
A L P  go t ne a rly  tw o thousand fe w e r votes th is  
tim e. ,

T h is  decline cannot be expla ined aWay ■gs due 
to  a s p lit  in  the labo r vote. Co-nnolly was the 
on ly  labo r candidate in  the  field. W hen .-his can ­
didacy Was announced, the T ro tsky is ts  w ith d re w  
th e ir  candidate, A r th u r  Burch, and urged labor 
to un ite  behind Connolly. \  .

The decline cannot be expla ined aw ay as > due 
to laók o f backing on the p a r t  o f o ffic ia l labor 
organ iza tions. P ow erfu l trade  unions are a f f i l ­
iated, w ith  the  A L P . The C om m unist R a rty  sup­
ported Connolly. The voters in  the  d is tr ic t  Were 
Canvassed by the .. A L P  and by the T ro tsky is ts . 
A  num ber o f mass ra llie s  were held in  the di's^ 
tr ic t .  .,

N ó r can the decline in  the vote he expla ined 
aw ay as due to  the cha racter Of the d is tr ic t,  the  
“ s ilk  s tock in g ”  area, the  re la t iv e ly  sm a lle r pe r­
centage o f w orkers in com parison w ith  o ther d is­
tr ic ts  in New Y o rk . There is a N egro section in  
the d is tr ic t, the T ra n sp o rt W orkers  have the ir, 
headquarters here, and some o f the w o rk in g  class 
sections w h ich  fing e r in to  the  r ic h e r areas are 
the home o f numbers o f New Y o rk ’s, m ost m il i­
ta n t w orkers.

The decline can he expla ined on ly  as m easur­
in g  the ba nkru p tcy  o f pacifism . Connolly cam ­
paigned m ere ly  on the basis o f negative opposi­
tion  to the lend lease b ill.  He did n o t o ffe r  a rea l 
a lte rn a tive  to  the War plans o f the S ix ty  F am ­
ilies.

W hen election day came, Connolly rem ained 
w ith , no th in g  ¡but a vacuum as a p là tfo rtn , fo r  
the lend lease b i l l  had a lready been pa'ske'd bÿ  
Congress and Roosevelt was th a t day a ff ix in g  the 
s igna tu re  th a t would m ake i t  law.

The Workers Could ho t help fee lin g  th a t Con-- 
n o lly ’s p rogram  had ended in  zero. W h a t was the 
use o f vo tin g  against a b i l l  a lrea dy  made inttV 
law ?

..'A n  j i j i j te ^ jÿ ie f it  labo r p a r ty  w ith  a m ilita n t ' 
m il i ta ry  p rog ram — th a t is the on ly  ansWer to  th g  
^rive , o f the ru l in g  class tow a rd  War. I f  Connolly, 
had campaigned fo r  m il i ta r y  t ra in in g  fo r  the 
w orkers  a t governm ent expense b u t under tire, 
con tro l o f the  trade  unions, the s to ry  in  the 17th 
Congressional d is tr ic t  would undoubtedly have 
been fa r  d iffe re n t fro m  W hat i t  a c tu a lly  was. 
The election re tu rn s  in  the 17th Congressional 
d is tr ic t  show th a t i t  is  tim e  to  bu ry  pacifism  
once and fo r  a ll.

The p a rtic ip a tio n  o f the T ro tsky is ts  in  th is  
cam paign Was C ritic ized by everyone except the 
w orkers in  the  17th Congressional d is tr ic t. T h e ir 
reaction as sampled by canvassers o f our p a r ty  
Was v e ry  favorab le . A m ong the S ta lin is ts , thè 
reaction was varied . One o f thè  süb-leaders char­
acterized oUr suppo rt o f C onnolly  as a - ‘hnore 
subtle form  o f sabotage.”  Connolly him self' 
claimed he d idn ’t  know  the T ro tsky is ts . The rank- 
and file rs  o f  the CP Were U n ifo rm ly  fa vo ra b ly  
impressed. Some Wondered how we could “ be­
come progressive.”  O thers wondered i f  the T ro t­
sky is ts  had n o t been “ pa in ted worse”  tha n  the y  
ac tu a lly  are. The increased re c e p tiv ity  o f ra n k  
and file  S ta lin is ts  to  d is tr ib u tio n -o f The M ilita n t, 
since thè campaign began is h ig h ly  s ign ifican t.

N orm an Thomas and his c irc le  o f pious souls 
held up th e ir  hands in  h o ly  h o rro r a t ©Ur 

“ m ora ls .”  The Social Dem ocrats sneered cyn ica l­
ly  as the y  pounded the drum  fo r  w a r-m onger 
A lfange , the Dem ocratic candidate. Shachtman, 
who heads one o f the groups in  the  d is in te g ra t­
ing  W orkers  P a rty , th re w  a cabbage fro m  h is 
garden o f theo ry  in  OUT d irection . Shachtm an 
fe l t  th a t support o f the  A L P  constitu ted  all 
“ un ited f r o n t ”  o f “ op po rtu n is t”  character. H e  d id  
no t make clear w hethe r he supported A lfa n g e  
o r B a ldw in  o r s im p ly  Stood aside d u r in g  the  elec­
tio n  lik e  N orm an Thomas, p reserv ing w h a t p o lit-, 
ica l v ir g in i ty  s t i l l  rem ains in  h is p a rty .

The bourgeois press was likewise scandalized 
a t our u rg ing  labor to  support Connolly and, 
cooked up sensationalist articles on our “ fo r ­
ge tting ”  -the assassination o f T ro ts k y /

O ur cam paign fo r  Connolly, however, suc­
ceeded in  spreading fa r th e r  the  understanding; 
th a t his pac ifis t p rogram  is u t te r ly  ba nkrup t. 
O ur cam paign gave a concrete dém onstra tion 
as to  how the w orkers m ust u n ite  behind labo r 
candidates in  opposition to the bosses. O ur cam­
pa ign Was a step tow a rd  the b u ild in g  o f a n  M ;  
dependent labo r p a r ty  w ith  a m il ita n t  p rogram ' 
O ffe ring  a rea l a lte rn a tive  to  the  War d rive  o f the 
S ix ty  Fam ilies.

‘S takhanovism ’ in  the Soviet U n ion has been so 
tho ro ug h ly  exposed as a vicious speed up system 
imposed On the workers by S ta lin  th a t , even the 
most devout S ta lin is ts  are beginning to Wonder 
about it.

A t a recent m eeting of the Young Communist 
League Where G il Green was the m ain speaker/ 
a ran k  and file r passed up a w r itte n  question to 
the ros trum : "W ha t is the d ifference between the 
spéèd up and Stakhanovism  ?”

Green answered as fo llow s: “ The speed up W 
increased exp lo ita tion  of the w orkers under the 
cap ita lis t' system. S takhanovism  in  'th e  Soviet: 
Union is a method of teaching the Workers hew 
to  use machines.” '
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FIGHT W ITH  THE 
SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

ON THE WAR FRONT:
For:
1> M il i ta ry  t ra in in g  o f w orkers, financed by the gov­

ernm ent, under con tro l o f the trade  unions.
2. The estab lishm ent o f special o ffice rs ’ t ra in in g  

camps, financed by the governm ent and contro lled 
by the  trade  unions, to  t ra in  w orkers to  become 
officers.

3. Confiscation o f a l l w a r p ro fits— a ll company books 
to  be open fo r  trade union inspection.

4. E x p ro p ria tio n  o f a ll w a r indus tries  and th e ir  
opera tion  under w o rkers ’ con tro l.

5. T rade Union wages fo r  a ll w o rkers  d ra fte d  in to  the 
arm y.

6. F u ll eq ua lity  fo r  Negroes in  the arm ed forces—  
Down w ith  J im  Crow ism .

7. A n  end to  secret d ip lom acy.,
8. A  peoples’ re ferendum  on any and a ll wars.

AT HOME:
For:
1. A  job  and decent liv in g  fo r  every w o rke r.
2. T h ir ty - th ir ty — $30 weekly m in im um  wage— 30 

hour weekly m axim um  fo r  a ll w orkers on a ll jobs.
3. $30 weekly old age and d is a b ility  pension.
4. F u ll social, p o lit ic a l and economic e q ua lity  fo r  the 

N e gro  people.
5. W orkers  Defense Guards aga inst v ig ila n te  and 

fasc is t attacks.
jB. A  tw e n ty -b illio n  d o lla r Federal pub lic  w orks and 

housing p rogram  to  provide jobs fo r  the  unem ­
ployed.

7. E xp ro p ria te  the S ix ty  Fam ilies.
8. A n  Independent Labor P a rty  based on the  Trade 

Unions.
9. A  W orke rs ’ and F arm ers ' Government.

how can Murray justify  his actions in giving sup­
port to this bosses' set-up?

Has the nature, composition and intent of this 
board changed within seven days? Not a b it of it! 
And M urray knows this as well as anyone.

W ill the presence of two CIO men serve to les­
sen the anti-labor direction of this board? On the 
contrary, their presence w ill serve to elevate in 
the eyes of workers the prestige of the board. They 
w ill help to lend the board a cloak of “ impartial­
ity .”  They w ill be tools and captives of the board, 
acting in the name of organized labor and assist-: 
ing the employers in smothering the rights and 
activities of union men.

Yet, Murray, knowing all this, has lent his 
name, and the name of the great body of union 
labor he represents, to this infamous anti-labor, 
governmental strike-breaking agency.

"M r. M urray,”  writes Louis Stark, “ was said . 
to have found the President determined to name 
a labor mediation defense body. He bowed to the 
inevitable and promised to have the CIO names 
at the White House shortly.”

“ He bowed to the inevitable” ! Is it  inevitable 
that American labor must bow to the dictates of 
the open-shop corporations? Is it  inevitable that 
thé workers must submit to wage-cuts, higher 
prices, longer hours, speedup, while the bosses rake 
in titanic war profits?

I f  he thinks it  inevitable, what is M urray doing 
in the trade union movement? And as its top lead­
er!

The workers don’t think they must “ bow to the 
inevitable”  and thrust forth their wrists to be 
manacled by the employing class. A t this very 
moment, on a score of picket lines throughout the 
country, the workers are putting up a stern and 
m ilitant resistance to the "inevitable.”

What is inevitable, is that union leaders of 
M urray’s persuasion are bound to collapse under 
the pressure of the bosses and their government. 
Murray has practiced and preached collaboration 
between the owning class and the workers through­
out his union Career. He believes he can “ recon­
cile” capital and labor, and has always sought to 
come to amicable terms with the employers.

The war has brought the conflict between 
capital and labor to a sharper cleavage. I t  has left 
less and less room for "reconciliation”  and “ give- 
and-take.”

M urray refuses to acknowledge that there is no 
middle road down which labo.r and capital can 
travel arm in arm. Incapable o f persuading the 
capitalists to a more yielding attitude toward 
labor, unwilling to take a step which might ex­
plode his dreams of “ reconciliation,”  Murray must 
give in to the w ill o f labor's enemies.

Now the workers must exe/t a greater and op­
posite pressure on M urray than that of the em­
ployers. They must demand that he turn back from 
the path down which he seeks to lead them, turn 
back while there is still time. Fo f M urray’s pré­
sent road leads inevitably to one end, the total an­
nihilation of the labor movement.

Natalia Trotsky Calls 
For Trial Of Assassin
Protests Against Latest Moves To Avoid Trial of Siqueiros, 
Murderer of Robert Sheldon Harte, Trotsky's Secretary

B y W A L T E R  R O U R K E
M EXICO  C ITY , March 15—A request was presented today 

in the name of Natalia Trotsky asking a revision of the "am- 
paro,”  or-protection, granted David A lfaro Siqueiros by Judge 
Gonzalez Bustamante a week ago. I t  w ill be recalled that Siquei­
ros stands accused of a list of crimes in connection with the at­
tack which he organized against the Trotsky house on May 24, 
1940.

The judge granted Siqueiros protection against tria l on the 
charges of using firearms, usurpation of functions (of police!, 
criminal association, and attempted homicide, stating that Judge 
Carranca T ru jillo  erred in accepting these charges as a basis for
decreeing- fo rm a l prison fo r  the 
G PU agent. I f  th is  decision were 
allow ed to  stand, on ly  the  charge 
o f hom icide fo r  the  m urd e r (o f 
Sheldon H arte , T ro ts k y ’s secre­
ta ry -g u a rd ) w ou ld  stand between 
Siqueiros and freedom  on bail. 
No doubt a pe titio n  fo r  "am pa- 
ro ”  against t r ia l  fo r  th is  crim e 
would fo llo w  a successful a ttem p t 
to e lim ina te  the  o ther charges.

“ P S Y C H O LO G IC A L”  B U L L E T S
The, absurd ity  of the decision 

by Judge Gonzales Bustamante is 
illu s tra te d  when the judge, accept­
in g  S iqueiros’ contention tha t he 
did not w ish  to k i l l  anybody, a r­
gues th a t the gang m erely "fired 
th e ir  arm s w ith  psychological in ­
te n t” ! As is pointed out in  Com­
rade N a ta lia ’s pe tition  fo r re v i­
sion, «not on ly  the w a lls  of the 
bedroom were ridd led w ith  ma­
chine gun bulle ts but also the 
beds in  w h ich  the attackers 
thought T ro tsky  and his w ife  to 
be sleeping. T ro ts k y ’s grandson 
was wounded in  the foo t —  fo r 
"psycholog ical”  purpose also? And 
Sheldon H a rte ; was he m urdered 
fo r lik e  reasons?

Lega lly  the Federal D is tr ic t A t ­
torney is duty-bound by law  to 
seek a revis ion o f the decision of

vamparo.”  However, he refuses to I 
in tervene, g iv ing  as an excuse that 
he is obeying “ orders from  su­
p e rio rs ”  However, as a w r ite r  in  
E l Universal says, no superior can 
order his subordinate tp disobey 
the law  by neglecting to do w hat 
is c learly  stated to be h is duty.

I t  is because of h is refusa l to 
prosecute the case tha t Comrade 
N a ta lia  herself, has been forced 
to in tervene and ask the Supreme 
Court to revise the u tte r ly  un­
justified , absurd —  and suspicious 
—  decision.

S E E K  JA C S O N ’S R E L E A S E
M eanwhile S ta lin 's  GPU is also 

developing its  campaign to free 
T ro tsky ’s m urderer, J a c s o n .  
“ F r  q m usually w ell-in form ed 
sources”  the report is published 
th a t the bro ther of Siqueiros, Je­
sus A. Siqueiros, offered 20,000 
pesos to Franco Carreno to de­
fend Jacson., (Siqueiros, of course, 
insists th a t he knows no th ing 
about Jacson and th a t there is no 
connection between th e ir  crim es). 
Since M r. Carreup was appointed 
a member of the Supreme Court, 
he could' not accept the case and 
passed ' i t  on to M edellin  Qstos, 
who is now Jacson’s lawyer.

L a s t W ednesday Jacson had

Some Amazing Figures 
Expose Stalin's Rule

an hour and a h a lf  c o n ­
ference w ith  h is law yer. The 
fo llo w in g  day the o p e n i n g  
gum was fired in  h is figh t fo r free­
dom. An a rtic le  in  Ultim as Noti- 
cias announces th a t i t  seems as 
though Jacson is go ing crazy. He 
makes strange movements and 
gestures; he ta lks  to h im se lf —  
usually in  E ng lish ; worse s t ill ,  
he sometimes ta lks  to objects in  
b is cell. In  o ther words, Jacson 
is p u ttin g  on a good act in  an ef­
fo r t  to be transferred to an in ­
sane asylufh where escape should 
be much easier. The professional 
assassin who pa tien tly  prepared 
fo r two or three years to k i l l  
Leon T ro tsky, is preparing  his 
own escape w ith  s im ila r  patience.

ABUNDANT GPU MONEY
The necessary money to ease 

the way is not lack ing . Jesus S i­
queiros offered tw en ty  thousand 
pesos fo r a law yer! S iqueiros can­
not say th a t th is  sum a^so Was 
raised through sale of h is pa in t­
ings —  the means by w h ich  he 
pretends to have paid the expanses 
of the May machine-gun attack 
by a score of gangsters. G P U  
agents have better sources of 
funds, fo r a lthough S ta lin  may 
have to resort to in fla t io n  at 
home, h is  agents abroad have 
cold cash and p len ty of i t  to ca rry  
out th e ir  te r ro r is t assignments 
and to bribe th e ir  way out of 
punishm ent. Ten o r tw en ty  tim es 
20,000 pesos is ava ilable and is. 
being used here in  Mexico in  these 
moves to frefe S iqueiros and Jacson. 
S ta lin  does no t w ant h is agents 
in  ja i l  —  a t least in  ja ils  other 
than his own. ^

The Mediation Board 
And Phillip Murray

Louis Stark, labor news correspondent of the 
New'York Times, reported on March 17 that Phil­
lip. M urray has agreed to recognize Roosevelt’s 
new war labor mediation board by naming two 
CIO representatives to it.
7 This is shocking news to the CIO workers and, 

in particular, to the workers of the U.S. Steel Cor­
poration, members of the Steel Workers Organiz­
ing Committee which M urray heads, and against 
whom, as Stark plainly states, the intervention of 
this board w ill be most immediately directed.

Stark’s disclosure is undoubtedly correct. M ur­
ray has not denied it.

That Murray has struck a damaging blow at 
the interests of organized labor and has bowed to 
the w ill of the big industrialists in this instance is 
proved most conclusively by his own indictment 
o f this board but one week prior to his capitula­
tion to the government and employer pressure.

In the CIO News of March 10, M urray had 
listed five principal objections to the board, which 
is to be composed o f four corporation men, four 
union men and three representatives of the “ pub­
lic ”  named by Roosevelt. .

M urray had declared that such a board "w ill 
necessarily find its attention directed against labor 
-in order to maintain the status quo as much as 
possible,”  and w ill seek to prevent “ wage increases 
or improvement of working conditions of labor.” 
I t  would also "bring terrific pressure to bear on 
labor to agree to arbitration in practically all sit­
uations”  and would inevitably pave the way for 
compulsory arbitration.

The pressure of this board, M urray had as­
serted further, would be directed against the oper­
ation of the Wagner Act, the Wages and Hours 
A ct and the Walsh-liealey Act and through the 
operations of its policy-making powers it would 
operate . by decree to abrogate protective labor 
laws.

Through these same powers, this board, M ur­
ray had continued, would strip the National Labor 
Relations Board of its power to require employers 
to bargain collectively under the Wagner Act and 
would leave the NLRB an agency “ confined en­
tire ly  to avoiding labor disputes.”

And finally, M urray had made clear that this 
board is, and can be, only a bosses’ board by its 
Very composition. Who would bq the three rep­
resentatives of the "public”  holding the balance 
of power on such a board? M urray correctly 
wrote:

" I t  has been the experience of labor that rep­
resentatives from the public are usually taken from 
the ranks o f retired business men.”  ♦

In the light of his own indisputable words,

Concentration Camps
Attorney General Jackson, in a letter to the 

House Judiciary Committee last Saturday, pro­
posed the establishment of the counterpart of the 
German concentration camps for this country.

It is true that Jackson advocated confinement 
"on ly ” fo r aliens now subject to deportation. Over 
6,000 such non-citizens cannot be. deported, either 
because their native countries refuse to accept them 
or because there are no open shipping lanes.

, "For criminal classes of deportees confinement 
. . .  is the only'alternative I can suggest,”  declared 

Jackson.
In other words, any non-citizen whom the boss 

government sees fit to tag with the label of “ crim­
inal”  may be "confined”  indefinitely. ,

Who are "crim inal”  aliens? Jackson indicated 
that, so far as he is concerned, they include those 
who disagree with the present form of government 
in this country, that is, they are opponents of cap­
italism.

H itler too maintains his concentration camps 
avowedly only fo r “ enemies o f the Reiqh,”  "crim - 
inaj aliens,”  “ agents o f Bolshevism,”— i.e., po lit­
ical opponents of the German capitalist regime.

Jackson’s proposals arc endorsed in the New 
York Times, March 17, in an editorial which says:

“ The Attorney General especially asks that 
Congress redefine the ambiguous terms of the law 
applying to membership in the German-American 
Bund, the Communist party and similar organ­
isations. He believes such affiliation on the part 
of an alien should be cause jt) itself for deportation 
or confinement and should be so stated in the law. 
Public opinion, arorised by some attempts to block 
production in  cmr factories, seems to be movjng 
steadily in that direction.”  (Our emphasis)

What does this pointed reference to "attempts 
lo block production in our factories”  mean? Noth­
ing less than that foreign-born workers who par­
ticipate in strikes or other forms of labor struggle 
are to be classed and confined as “ criminal aliens,”  
in exactly the same sense as H itle r employs the 
terms.

But that is not the whole meaning of the state­
ments of the Attorney General and the Times. 
Their definition of "crim inal,” ,which they apply 
to foreign-born workers today, paves the way fo f 
applying the same definition to a ll m ilitan t work­
ers and unionists tomorrow.

Thus, in the defense of “ democracy”  against 
Nazism, American capitalism is preparing to in­
troduce the infamous concentration camps of H it­
ler into the United ¡States, and doing it, like H it­
ler, against m ilitant workers who are labelled 
"enemies of the state,”  “ crim inal aliens,”  and 
“ agents of Bolshevism.”

B y JO H N  G. W R IG H T
A t the Eighteenth Party Conference, held in Moscow a few 

weeks, ago, the Communist Party of the Soviet Union was in ef­
fect divested of its former leading role in the life of the country.

Who attended, this Conference? Who voted unanimously 
for Stalin’s latest “ triumphs” ?

Most' of the delegates were very young. “ More than 35 per 
cent o f those present” , boasted 1 
Moscow, "are under 35 years o f 
age, 42.8 per cent are under 40 
and on ly  8 delegates are oVer 50”
(D a ily  W orker, F eb ru a ry  21).

“ Only 8 delegates are over 50!”
Only 8 delegates out of 500 pre 
sent a t S ta lin ’s conference were 
actua lly  old enough to have par 
tic ipa ted in  any leading or sec­
ondary capacity in  the October re 
vo lu tion  wh ich occurred 24 years 
ago, in  October 1917. A lm ost one- 
ha lf of the ’delegates a t the con 
ference, or 47.8 per cent, were un­
der sixteen in  1917. More than one 
th ird , o r 35 per cent, were c h il­
dren under eleven- in  the year 
1917 and therefore could have 
played no pa rt whatever e ither 
in  the October insurrection  o r in 
the period of the C iv il W ar.

"F iv e  per cent o f a ll the dele­
gates present jo ined the Commun­
is t  P a rty  p r io r  to 1917 and 15 per 
cent jo ined p r io r  to 1923.”  (D a ily  
W orker, February 21)..

Only 15 per cent of the delegates 
jo ined the p a rty  p r io r  to  1923!
T ha t is to say, 85 per cent —  the 
overwhelm ing m a jo rity  —  became 
members only a fte r the revo lu tion  
on ly  a fte r the C iv il W ar, only 
a fte r L e n in ’s death. Such are ,S ta l­
in ’s own v ita l s ta tis tics re la ting  
to the E ighteenth  P arty  Confer­
ence.
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212
336
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then,

W H A T  T H E S E  F IG U R E S  
M E A N  IS  C L E A R

The te rr ib le  m eaning of these 
sta tis tics  is clear enough: Of Le­
n in ’s comrades-in-arms, not a s in ­
gle one has rem ained lo  figure 
even as a delegate. S ta lin  has com­
plete ly destroyed, the en tire  gener­
ation of revo lu tion is ts  who to ­
gether w ith  Len in  b u ilt the Bol­
shevik p a rty ; who together w ith  
Len in  made the revo lu tion . I f  
on ly e ight of the delegates were 
“ over f if ty ,”  i t  means th a t in ad­
d itio n  to destroying the oldest 
generation o f revo lu tion is ts , S ta l­
in  has also sent to th e ir  graves 
the n e x t generation, tha t is, those 
who were old enough to have par­
tic ipated in  the C iv il W ar; those 
who helped raise S ta lin  to power 
a fte r Len in  died; those, who car­
ried  on th e ir  shoulders the firs t

and Second F ive Year Plans. T ha t 
is how S ta lin  lias “ stab ilized”  his 
regime.

More than one-third of the del­
egates at th is  Conference were ap­
pointed  by 125 C ity  Committees, 
30 P a rty  organizations in  r a i l­
ways, and 27 p a rty  organizations 
in the ports, sea and r iv e r  fleets. 
These 182 bodies, in  th e ir  tu rn , 
represent bu t a sm all m in o rity  
even of the top committees of the 
party . A ccord ing to S ta lin ’s own 
report to the E ighteenth P arty  
Congress, in  M arch 1939, the sys­
tem of leading pa rty ’ bodies em­
braces the fo llow ing :

30 Area Committees 
Regional Committees 
C ity  Committees 
C ity  D is tr ic t Committees, 
these 682 top committees, 
on ly  182 were deemed suf­

fic ie n tly  tru s tw o rth y  to  be, given 
“ representation”  a t the Confer­
ence. '

T h is  means th a t S ta lin  cannot 
find vo lun ta ry  support evenamoug 
the generation, o f p a rty  fun c tion ­
aries who have no other trad ition s  
and who know of no o ther regime 
than th a t of S ta lin ism .
T H E  S T A L IN  SCHOOL 
OF “ S T A T IS T IC S ”

To cover up the bankruptcy of 
its  regime in  its  own party , the 
K re m lin  resorts to the fam e dev­
ice w ith  w h ich  i t  tr ie s  to cover 
up its  economic bankruptcy, nam ­
ely, in fla ted  s ta tis tics . To believe 
Moscow, the Russian p a rty  is now 
grow ing  a t an unprecedented 
speed. To show figures of growth, 
pa rty  members and pa rty  candi­
dates are now lumped together. 
“ I t  is no t w ith o u t significance,”  
leads the lales't dispatch from  
Moscow, “ th a t the P a rty  . . .  is on 
the way of doub ling its  member­
ship: the 2,477,66 members and 
candidates wh ich the pa rty  had 
two years ago has increased to
3.876.885 (D a ily  W orker, March 
11).

Soviet Russia. Today goes so 
fa r as to brazenly declare tha t 
the delegates a t the E ighteenth 
P a rty  Conference "represente<| 3,-
876.885 P a rty  members.”  ('March, 
1941).

B u t w hat do these boasts of 
S ta lin  rea lly  prove? S ta lin ’s own 
figures show tha t since June, 1940, 
ih a t  is, in  the last e igh t months, 
lie has purged not less than one- 
th ird  o f a m illio n  p a rty  members 
and candidates. Here is the proof: 

Accord ing to an o ffic ia l state­
ment, 605,627-members and 1,127,- 
802 candidates, o r a to ta l 6f 1,- 
733,429 neiv members and candi­
dates were adm itted in to  the P ar­
ty  from  A p r i l 1, 1939, to June 1, 
1940. (Pravda , J u ly  29, 1940). But, 
as S ta lin  now reveals, on A p r i l 1, 
1939 there were 2,477,666 mem­
bers and candidates on the pa rty  
ro ils. Therefore in  June, 1940 the 
to ta l pa rty  membership was 4,211,- 
095 (2,477,666 plus 1,733,429). Yet 
iu  February 1941, there were on ly 
3,876,885 members and candidates 
on the ro lls . I f  we now substract 
the number on the ro lls  in  Febru­
ary, 1941 (3,876,885)' fro m  the 
number on the ro lls  in  June,* 
194(1 (4,211,095), we sha ll obtain 
the number ad m itted ly  purged in 
the las t e igh t months, nam ely — 
334,210. The real, num ber of those 
purged is unquestionably fa r  
larger.

S ta lin  has been reducing the 
specific w e igh t of the p a rty  by 
flooding its  ranks. A t  the same 
tim e, th is  in flu x  o f raw  elements 
is u tilized  to cover up the mons­
trous proportions of the latest 
blood-purge. S ta lin ’s bureaucratic 
apparatus of dom ination  has 
crum bled beyond repa ir.

Army Rejections 
Show Physical 
Toll of Depression

The physical to il of poverty and 
unem ploym ent is fa r  greater than 
the people of th is  na tion  ever sup­
posed. A ll th is  is being revealed 
now iu  the d ra ft. N early one out 
of every two young inen, o r 44%, 
is the p ropo rtion  of those rejected 
as phys ica lly  o r m en ta lly  un fit 
fo r general m il ita ry  service, Col. 
RowntrCe, chief of the m edical 
d iv is ion  o f the  Selective Service 
System, announced la s t week. 
T ha t system th a t can’t  even keep 
its  slaves in  good enough phys­
ica l condition to  be d ra fted  to 
defend i t  in  w ar is ro tten  to the 
core an il ready fo r  the scrap 
heap.

Where 
We Stand

By Albert Goldman

James M axton, leader o f the Independent Labor 
P a r ty  o f G reat B r ita in , is satisfied w ith  h im se lf. H e 
and his- p a r ty  have made the p rope r move and now, he 
says, i t  is up to  the German w orkers  to make th e ir  
move.

I t  is incred ib le  th a t  he should say it ,  bu t the facts 
are before us. In  a speech w h ich  M axton  made a t a 
m eeting  in  Glasgow«, Scotland, he said (the quotation 
is fro m  the Feb. 15 G lasgow F orw ard , a  paper close 
to  M axton ) :

“ I  th in k  th a t the move lies now w ith  the G er­
man people ra th e r than the people o f G reat B r i t ­
a in . I  th in k  th a t i t  is  up to  the German people 
now to  m ake some in d ica tion  th a t the w orld  can 
see o r hear th a t  they are n o t a ll the mere tools 
o f the  fasc is t re g im e . . .  we have made our s ign 
in  th is  coun try  . . .  A nd I  am asking the German 
people now to  g ive  some response.

’̂I f  they can g ive us an ind ica tion  th a t they 
are ready to  make th e ir  p ro test aga ins t German 
im peria lism , we can go on to  g ive fu r th e r  signs 
o f ou r antagonism  to  B r it is h  im peria lism .”  - 

M axton  ev ide n tly  considers the whole a n ti-w a r 
e f fo r t  some k ind  o f a game. W e f irs t  g ive some sign 
o f opposition ; then vre m ust w a it  u n t il the German 
w o rkers  respond. A nd i f  they don’t  respond w ha t 
sha ll we do then, keep qu ie t and blame i t  on the Ger­
m an w orkers ?

“ The m a in  enemy is a t home” — not in  the sense 
th a t we w a n t ou r c a p ita lis t class beaten by the cap i­
ta l is t  class o f  another country , bu t th a t we m ust con­
cen tra te  a ll ou r e ffo r ts  a ll o f the tim e  to  organize 
the -working masses to  take  power aw ay fro m  the 
c a p ita lis t class o f th e ir  own country. I f  the E ng lish  
w orkers  succeed in  estab lish ing th e ir  own govern­
m en t the German w orkers w i l l  re a lly  be inc ited  to  
re v o lt aga ins t H itle r .

* * S

Shachtman's Latest Critique
The value o f a s tup id  c r it ic is m  lies in  the fa c t 

th a t, a t tim es,, i t  o ffe rs  onfe an o p p o rtu n ity  to  c la r ify  
an idea. Thus Shachtm an’s a rtic le  on the “ Cannonites 
and the U n ited  F ro n t”  presents me w ith  a chance to  
exp la in  the d iffe rence  between the un ited  f r o n t1 tac tic  
and the ta c tic  o f su p po rting  a candidate o f another 
p o lit ic a l p a rty . Shachtm an’s a rtic le  has absolute ly no 
o the r va lile .

The d iffe rence between a revo lu tio n a ry  M a rx is t 
and a re fo rm is t p a r ty  is tremendous, b u t since both 
pa rties  have a w o rk in g  class base* i t  is possible, and 
fro m  the p o in t o f v iew  o f the  in te rests o f the w o rk in g  
class i t  is h ig h ly  desirable, fo r  the tw o  pa rties  to  ge t 
toge ther in  the  day-to -day s trugg le  on p a rtic u la r 
issues aga inst the  c a p ita lis t class. The un ited  f ro n t  
as a ta c tic  has rea l value i f  ’ the  pa rties  m ak ing  a 
un ited  f^o p t J i^ e . ia r g e  mass fo llo w in g . 'Nevertheless 
thè  tactic , is  possible p f app lica tion  o ff à smatté'B'SCale, 
p a r tic u la r ly  fo r  defense purposes and in  the s trugg le  
aga inst reactionaries in  trade  unions.

B efore the  un ited  f ro n t  ta c tic  is a c tu a lly  applied 
the re  m ust be nego tia tions between the  pa rties  o r 
groups involved in  the un ited  f ro n t  and there  m ust 
be agreem ent as to  the p rogram  o f the  un ited  f ro n t  
and the methods o f f ig h t in g  fo r  the program .

G enera lly speaking, to  achieve a un ited  f ro n t  be­
tween a revo lu tio n a ry  and a re fo rm is t o rgan iza tion  
fo r  election purposes is the m ost d if f ic u lt  and the re ­
fo re  no t ve ry  m any un ited  fro n ts  o f such a na tu re  
can be expected. F o r the sim ple reason th a t a revo lu ­
t io n a ry  p a rty  in  an election cam paign is under an 
ob lig a tio n  to  educate the w orkers  in. the p rogram  o f 
the  p a r ty  and i t  is  the re fo re  necessary fo r  such a 
p a r ty  to  conduct its  own cam paign.

B u t' the necessity fo r  a re vo lu tio n a ry  p a r ty  to  p re ­
sent its  basic p rogram  in  an election cam paign does 
n o t a \ a ll in te rfe re  w ith  the  tac tic  o f g iv in g  c r it ic a l 
support to  another w ork ing-c lass p a rty . W hereas in  
the  un ited  f r o n t  the re  is the necessity o f a r r iv in g  a t 
an agreem ent fo r  im m edia te objectives, the re  is  no 
such necessity in  case o f the tac tic  o f o ffe r in g  c r it ic a l 
support.

F o r instance, i f  we should w a n t to  organ ize a 
un ited  dem onstra tion w ith  the S ta lin is ts , to  demand 
the release o f  B row der, i t  would be necessary to  

• negotia te  and come to  some agreem ent on tim e, place, 
speakers, leafle ts , etc. B u t i f  an o f fe r  on ou r p a r t  to  
the  S ta lin is ts  fo r  such a un ited  f ro n t  would be re ­
fused,,as i t  c e rta in ly  would, then we m ig h t decide to 
suppo rt c r it ic a lly  any dem onstra tion organized by  the 
S ta lin is ts . l i t  the la tte r  case there  w ou ld  be no un ited  
f r o n t  and ou r action would n o t a t a ll depend upon 
the w illingness  o r unw illingness o f the S ta lin is ts  to  
p e rm it us to  suppo rt th e ir  dem onstra tion .

One feels a t r i f le  embarrassed to  speak about such 
a sim ple subject, b u t when Shaclitm an m ixes up w ith  
th e  un ited  f ro n t  ta c tic  our tac tic  o f g iv in g  c r it ic a l 
support to  the A L P , i t  is necessary to  descend to  the 
A B C ’s. One can argue aga inst the use o f th e  un ited  
f ro n t  tac tic  in  a p a r tic u la r  case; one can argue 
aga inst the p o licy  o f o ffe r in g  c r it ic a l suppo rt to  any 
o th e r w ork ing -c lass p a r ty  a t a  p a rtic u la r tim e. B u t 
one m ust understand the d iffe rence between these tw o  
tactics. i ■ '

Shachtm an did  n o t a tte m p t in  his a rtic le  to enter 
in to  a discussion on the m erits  o f the po licy  o f  g iv in g  
c r it ic a l support to  the  A L P  a t th is  p a r tic u la r  tim e  
and under the p a rtic u la r circum stances. A nx ious to  
o f fe r  some adverse c r it ic is m  he s im p ly  m entions tw o  
po in ts th a t are e n tire ly  in s ig n ifica n t and have no rea l 
bearing  on the  question.

The a rgum ent th a t he devotes m ost space to  is 
the contention th a t  we concealed the S ta lin is t char­
acte r o f the A L P . T hat, he tr ie s  to  show, is an in ­
d ication th a t we are opportun is ts  and defenders o f the 
S ta lin is ts . U n fo rtu n a te ly  fo r  Shachtm an m y a rtic le  
exp la in ing  the reasons fo r  our adop ting  the po licy  o f 
g iv in g  c r it ic a l support to  the A L P  appeared in  the  
issue o f T H E  M IL IT A N T  before h is c r it ic is m  ap­
peared. There could be no question th a t  m y  a rtic le  
was w r itte n  before read ing  Shachtm an’s c rit ic is m . 
A nd  m y a rtic le  c le a rly  m entioited the  fa c t  th a t the  ” 
A L P  was S ta lin is t in  character and expla ined how 
th a t fa c to r was taken  in to  consideration in  determ ­
in in g  o u r a ttitud e .

W e can in fo rm  Shachtm an th a t ju d g in g  by one 
fa c t a lone---obta in ing valuable contacts th rough our 
cam paign— the correctness o f o i ir  po licy  has been 
amply confirmed.


