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more letters and articles from our worker-readers,

for a trial period.
IUs your paper! Help spread its weekly message!

Introducing the 6-Page 'MILITANT’

(Read our editorial, page 6. to learn why we've changed the name of the

TO OUR READIERS: With this issue, we begin publication as a six-pager.
Much important class-struggle news which we were unable to find room for in
the four-pager will now be yours each weck. In addition, we shall have room now
to print more analytical articles on the war and the labor movement. And last,
but at least as important as anything else, we shall now be able 10 print many

Help us get THIE MILITANT into the hands of the many workers who
haven’t had a chance to see our paper as yet. To introduce THE MILITANT to
new readers, we have made a special arrangement to get it to them at a very
nominal price. Clip the coupon on page2 and send THE MILITANT to a friend
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NO WORKERS ARE HEARD ON WAR BILL
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Negro Worker Lynched
In Government Camp

Mob Murders Him At Camp Blanding; Tragedy Was Possible Only
Because of Government-Approved “White Supremacy’’ System

The unpunished lynching of a Negro worker on an army con-
struction project is reported for the first time by THE MILITANT.

The story, sent to THE MILITANT by a trusted associate who
is now at the scene. has been made available to all Negro and labor
newspapers for publication this week. The story follows:

JACKSONVILLIE, Tla, Jan. 2I—A Negro worker em-
ployed on a government project at Camp Blanding was murdered
in cold blood by a gang of Georgia crackers on Wednesday,
January 8. [t happened as follows:

A white Jaborer lost his shovel. Tach Liborer is charged
$5.00 if he loses a shovel, The white “replaced”™ his lost shovel

by taking one away from a Negro.

When the Negro laborer asked to have it back, pointing to
the markings on the shovel proving that it belonged to him, the
white assaulted him and was immediately joined by a gang of

Georgia whites  with  Latchets, |
hammers and pinchhars,

The Negro did not have a
chance, He died that same day
at the hospital. He was muti-
lated beyond recognition and his
skull was fractured.

It should be pointed out that
£ great number of these white
workers at the camp arve really
farmers who have recently heen
recruited into the workers' ranks
by the lure of war construction
work.

It goes without sayving that
there was no mention of this cold-
blooded murder anyvwhere in the
press, nor was therve any sort of
investigation by the authorities.

Liberals and New Dealers point
with pride to the diminishing
number of lynchings in the South
to show that democracy in these
United Stales does work.
may be true if the delinition of
lynching 18 contined to the clas-
sical method of stringing the man
up on a rope by his neck. But most
Iynchings now are not "classical.”

This |
| his day.”

How many lynchings of this

“unclassical” kind are committed ?
No one knows. They are not ye-
corded anywhere, except in the
consciousness of the Negro.

1 heard an eye-witness account
of the murder at Camp Blanding
that sume day. The following day
I approached a Negro laborer to
find out from him the name of
the murdered man and to probe
his feelings in the matter.

When he found out I was from
the North and a friend, he spoke
frankly. 1 asked him what he
was going to do about it.

"Sir,”" he said, "down here when
a white man kills a colored man,
hie’s just another dead nigger.”

I suggested that a day will come
when the Negro people will find
their revenge. He brightened up
and said, "Yes, sir, every dog has

This worker spent hours trying
to get for me the name of the
murdered man. All he could find
out Is that he is a Jacksonville
resident. Nobody knows names

Last week's explosion in Ru-

mania mirrors the state of af-
fairs into which capitalist so-
ciety is so swiftly descending.

Total war has led in Rumania to
almost total anarchy. In that
country we get a glimpse of what
lies not very far below the sur-
face in the other warring nations
where the external controls are
still held by the governments in
power.

Insofar as the internal conflict
in Rumania can be said to have a
comprehensible pattern, it would
appear to be a conflict hetween
rival claimants to Hitler's favor.

In essence, however, the war
stirred the uneasy brew of
Rumanian social and political
relations and has brought to the
surface the foul and scummy
matter now forming a scabby
crust on the body politic. The
peasants, the workers, the
Jews of Rumania. are al the
mercy of predatory animals in
power or in search of it.

It 1s not a new phenomenon,
We saw it before in Italy, in Ger-

many, and in Spain, where the|

Fascist gangs took over the|
power on bhehall of a diseased
and failing capitalist class no

longer uble to wield the power
for itself. Nor were these the
first instances. Modern capitalist
socicty had a glimpse of ils
future evolution as far back as
the days of Louis Napoleon in
France ninety ycars ago, when
the ¢riminal dregs of the coun-
try—organized into the “Society
of December the Tenth”—were
elevated to the seats of power.
Capitalist “order” is based in

ON THE WAR FRONTS

by GEORGE STERN

rule of naked force. When this
force can no longer be wielded
in an “orderly” manner (army,
courts, police) it is transmit-
ted to the “disorderly” tools of
the regime (Fascist gangs,
vigilantes, the Iron Guard).
The elements in particular
countries or situations can
vary. All the links cannot al-
ways be clearly followed—as is
certainly the case in Rumania
now—hut the identical essence
is there. Declining capitalist
society is extruding the vile
sores of its fatal disease.

It is interesting, therefore,
to add the footnote that this
was the regime fostered and
nourished and held up for
twenty years by French ‘de-
mocracy.” Rumania was the
keystone in the French imper-
ialist system of alliances and
ententes in Central Europe.
The Rumanian army was armed
and equipped by the French.
The Rumanian regime was fed
and supported by French
money. In those dim days that
ended only a little more than
a year ago, Rumania was the
firm friend and ally of *“demo-
cratic”  France, its obedient
minion at Geneva, its faithful
retainer at, all the conference
tables of that forgotten era.

What we see in Rumania today
is the spawn of twentieth cen-
tury “democratic” capitalism. In
the Rumanian mirror we sce
what awaits the whole world un-
less the workers lead the peoples
out of these dark depths into the
new horizon of a new kind of or-

all cases ultimately upon the ider, a socialist order.

around here. They go by numbers
on the job.

The white and the Negro labor-
erg are kept divided as a maltter
of policy. The whites are given
the easier jobs and all the dirty
work is done by the Negroes, This
gives the white laborer the teeling
that he is one step higher on the
soctal ladder,

Mind you, all this occurs at a
camp which is owned and admin-
istered by the federal goverument

to train our youth to “defend de-
mocracy.” The minute I saw the
camp I was impressed by the 1o-
tal absence o Negroes among Lhe
soldiers.  Only later I found out

that there is a scparate section
under construction for the Ne
groes,

What will Negroes be told after
they are stationed in their Jim
Crow scction? What will be the de-
finition of the democracy they are
supposed to defend?

BILL AIMED AT
“COMMUNISTS”
IS ANTI-LABOR

An American Legion-sponsoved
bill to abolish the Communist
Party in New York State, intro
duced into the state lvr:islaluro'
last week, will be vigorously com-
batted by fthe Socialist \\'m'k(rrsl
Party, it i1s announced by Murry
Weiss, New York Local organizer,
“We are preparing an all-out cam-
paign to fight the passage of Lhis
bill,” Comrade Weiss stated.

“It 18 our duty, as a party
which defends the interests of the
working class, to muster all our
rorces against passage of this anti-
labor bill. Although the bill is
ostensibly aimed at the Commun
ist Party, it really paves the way
for the suppression of any work-
ers’ organization which dares to
oppose the schemes of the reac-
tionarieg, and, in particular, which
dares to voice any opposition to
the war-aims of the ruling clags."”

WHY WE FIGHT IT {

Making clear that our opposi-
tion to this bill is not based on
any belief in the Communist Par-
ty as being either a revolutionary
or truly anti-war party, Conmnvade
Weiss declared that “nevertheless |
we defend any workers’ organiza- |

tion, regardless of how violenily | shops, tool stecl, structural steel |

we disagree with its program and |
leadership, against the attacks of
the boss class and ils govern-
ment.” |

“The job of exposing and des-
troying the Stalinist influence in
the labor movement belongs only
to the workers themselves. It is
not a job we can entrust to the
bosses, because their opposition to
the Communist Party is only a
pretext for striking blowg at the
genuine  working-cliss  militants
and trade unjonists.”

The proposed measure for bin-
ning the Communist Party has
been  described by Edward N
Scheiberling, chairman of the N.

Y. lLegion's executive commilice,
as “the most impoytant bill’ on

the Legion's legislative program.

Comrade Weiss concluded his
announcement by stating: “A for-
mal call is being sent Lo every
branch of our New York local to
place at the top of their agendas
the fight against this viecious bill.
and 1o take immediate organiza-
tional steps to carry out the cam-
paign plan of action which we
are preparing.”

One Militant To Another!

2-Day Protest A
Bethlehem Steel

BETHLEHEM, Pa., Juan. 26—
The workers in the Bethlehem
Steel plant here are getting steam-
cd up for union action. The first
ser.ous stoppage in the plant here,
which employs 18,000, ended to-
day, alter 5000 Bethlehem workers

went on # two-day “protest de-
monstration’ hecause of lailure of
the plant management (o meet

with the union committee to set-
tle a rising flood of grievances.

The halt began January 24, at
1 1, M, when the workers in the
billet vard decided to stuge a one
nour “protest” while their repres-
entatives songht a meeting with
the management.

Word of the stoppaze spread
quickly through the plant, By

nightrall siy departments were in-
volved, «he billgt vyard, bridge
and the power house in the Le-
high and Saucon plants.

The wmen agreed to return
work today after company
cigls promised to ncet with
union representatives to
the grievances.

{o
offi-
the
discuss

News of the stoppage spread
like wild-fire through Bethlehem.
It has been on the lips of every-
one here, and is all one heuars.

Company  officialg labeled the
stoppages as “sit-down' strikes,
bt the men asserted they
merely limited “protests.” When
the men insisted, duving the ini-
tial stoppage in the billet yard.
that they were not attempting to
oceupy the plant, the management
gave them 15 minutes o
the plant,

A squad ol company police were

Teave

brought in to foreibly eject the
workers.  Howard T. Curtiss,
Steel Warkers Organizing Com-
mittee (CC1O) organizey, has re-
ported that one union man re-
aquired  medical  treatment after
being rough-housed by ihe com-
pany cops.
Workers from other

were |

ments and shifts refused to enter
the plant when they discovered
[that the company was attempting
a lock-out of the protesting work-
ers.,

Bethlehem city police weve
massed outside the plant and pa-
trolled eaeh shift. The company
cquicly hrought in 200 extra com-
pany cops.

The workers in the billet yard,
where the trouble started, have a
reputation for militancy. Includ-
ed among their unsatisfied griev-
ances was the fact that for two
months they have been subjected
to  poisonous smoke-fumes from
searfing ball-bearing steel. because
no provision has been made in
the new addition in which they
rare working for the removal of
smoke and dust, Many workers
have Dbeen  sickened Dby these
‘ fumes,

|

| Several weeks ago (here was a
‘st.nnpiu:.‘ m all three shifts of the
billet department when a foreman
was demoted because his son was
active in the union. This action
forced the company to reinstate
the foreman to his original posl-
tion.

UNION MASS MEET

On the night of January 25 the
[SWOC held a mass meeling in
the biggest hall in Bethlehem, the
Beth-Allen Casino.  Previous eot-
rovts ol the union to secure the
nse of tho school anditorium was
met by refusal ol the school bowd,

Similar “stoppage demonstra-
tions” have occurred with inerecas-
ing trequeney aft other Bethlehem
plants, most recently at Sparrows
Poirt  uear Baltimore and at
Johnstown, Pa.

Usually, these “stoppage demon- |

strations™ have a fixed time limit,

‘ 5 minutes o an houy, The com-
pany ofticials call them all
downs."
plain

il

that they are just taking

depart-{ time out to “see the boss.”

Usually, 1he workers ox- |

|

U.S. STEEL AT

'WARTIME LEVEL

OF PROFITS

(O]

All Who Testify
Are Handpicked

House Foreign Affairs Committee Ignores
Request of S.W.P. Spokesman To Be Heard;
AFL, CIO Leaders Avoid Chance To Testify

The Roosevelt Admmistration fears any veal discussion or
debate on the “Lease-Lend™ War Powers Bill. That became
thoroughly obvious when the “hearings” conducted by the House
| Foreign Affairs Committee were concluded without permitling
any except hand-picked witnesses 1o be heard on the bill, and the
parallel committee m the Senate opened “hearings™ of the same

(raudulent kind.

Numerous Jabor and  other organizations vainly  scrved
notice on Chairman Sol Bloom, of the Touse Foreign Affairs
Commitice, requesting 1o be heard. A telegram from the Social-

ist Workers Party to Bloem, naming Grace Cuarlson as our

spokesman at the hearings, was
simply ignored.

Why this fear of permitting
opponents of the bill a hearing?
The results of a Gallup poll, re-
leased Monday, indicate why. All
that. the Gallup poll could claim
for the bill was a 549% majority.
Even-that, in a properly-conduct-
ed poll, would have heen eut down
considevably, for the report ad-
mits:

“Many of those voters who
favor the bill attach important
qualifications to their answers:
in fact, about one person in
every six approving the Dbill
wants some sort of amendment
made to it. The chief qualifica-
tions are that a time limit
should be set on the bill. and
that the measure should specif-
ically PROHIBIT THE PRE-
SIDENT FROM SEND-
ING AMERICAN TROOPS
ABROAD, OR ANY PART OI°
THE NAVY ABROAD.”

In plain English, the “some

i sort of amendment” turns out, in

Net profits of $102,000,000 fov | reality, to be a basic opposition

1940 were announced Tuesday by
the United Steel Corporation.

to the contents of the bill!
It is clear, then, that the gov-

If to this is added an addition- | ernment does not have behind it
al seven millions of profits, ear- | a majority of the people for the
marked for a newly-created “pen- | bill.

sion fund.”"—not to mention a
dozen other items similarly ear-
marked and thus withdrawn from
the net profits column where they
belong—the 1940 profits ave

| matched only by figures during

the last war. The last quarter’s
profits, it was announced, are the
best. since the World War.

The 1940 profits are a gain of
1482 per cent over the profits
of 1939!

The steel barons have the
added pleasure of knowing that
they have defeated all attempts
so far to establish a tax on war
profits.

GRACE CARLSON
TOUR THIS WEEK

NEW YORK: Saturday
Feb, 1, 8 p.m. at the farewell
banquet tendered her by the
New York local of the S.W.P.
Germania Hall, 160 Third
Avenue, N.Y.C. (Telephone
reservations, Gr 7-9317.)

NEWARK: Sunday. Feb.

2

8 p.m., at Idducational Club
Hall, 255 Court Street, near
Springfield Avenue. Subject:

“The Right to Life.”

TRENTON, N. J.: Tuesday.
Feb. 4, 8 p.m., at the Holel
Jersey. 200 S. Broad Sireet.
Subjeet: “The Right to Life.”

ALLENTOWN. Pa.: Thurs-
day, Feb. 6, 8 p.m.. at the
Labor Temple. Subject: “The
Right to Life.”

QUAKERTOWN, IP’a.: Sat-
urday. IFeb. 8, Kp.m,, at Linion
Hall. Subject: “The Right to
Life.”

\
|

THE ELECTION FRAUD

And no wonder! A few short
months ago, when  Roosevelt
sourht re-election, and when he
certainly alrcady had in mind
this War Powers Bill, he did not
permit a hint of his plans to ap-
pear in his campaign speeches.
He and Willkie joined in assur-
ing the people of their agreement
on a “peace policy.” What they
really had in mind is first rve-
vealed to the people by this war
bill.

The first staggering realiza-
tion of what Roosevelt's “ull-out
aid” policy really means has

come to most people with this
bill. War und dictatorship, they
now recalize, are TRoosevell's
plans for the United States. And,
despite the fact that they have
gone this far down the road with
Roosevelt, accepting the arms
program and conseription, now
they halt at the brink of the pre-
cipice. That is the meaning, des-
pite the attempted distortion, of

D)

position, first of all, are the lead-
ers of the AFL and CIO, for un-
doubtedly the bulk of the oppon-
ents of the bill are the workers.
Nothing, however, is further from
the minds of the AFL and CIO

| leadership. They have studiously
| avoided any appearance at either

the House or Senate hearings,
either for or against the bill.

Why? The answer simple,
These trade union “leaders” know
that the government and the capi-
talist class is dead-ser adopt
the bill and plunge the country
into all its consequences. To come
out in opposition to the powerful
rulers means a kind of gigantic
and irreconcilable struggle which
is foreign to the minds and the
backbones ot the AFL and CIO
teaders.

is

10

On the other hand, they know,
cven better than we or the Gallup
poll, the sentiments of the (rade
tinion membership,.  They know
that the workers are disturbed
about the tull implication of Roos-
evell’s plans,  Hence these union
"leaders” fear to stand out pub-
liely as sponsor of the War Pow-
ers Bill,  They fear retribution
at the hands of their members,
when the f(ull realization of the
reactionary character of this war
galvanizes the American workers
into action,

So these union "leaders’ demon-
strate theiv utter bankruptey in
this. the most important issue that
has ¢ver confronted the Amervican
working cluss. They “lead"” by....
laying low.

STALINIST FRAUD

The fraudulence of the Stalin-
ist actjvities against the War Pow-
ers Bill is indicated by the silence
of the Stalinist press on the be-
havior of the CIO top leadership.
Still hanging on desperately to
theiy bloe with John L. Lewis,
the Stalinists cover up his treach-
erous conducet,

Nor is there an ounce of prole-
tarian consciousness in the Stal-
inist propaganda against the bill,
All their activities are ceutered
in the American Peace Mobiliza-
tion, studded with sentimental
preachers and college boys,

The A.PM. program differs in

the figures released by the Gal- nothing essential (except the call

lup poll.
OPPOSITION LEADERLESS

The mass opposition to the
Wir Powers Bill is practically
leaderless. The ultra-reactionar-
ies, like Hanford MaceNider and
Hamilton IPish. who call them-
selves “isolationists”, do not rep-
resent that opposition. Nor does
Norman Thomas, wha was in-
vited by Hamilton Fish to speak
at the House hearvings; what he
suid was in no way differentiat-
cd from the arguments of Mac-
Nider, who spoke at the same
time,

Those who should—as an ele-

|

for “friendship
Union"—i. e, a
lines ol the Stadin-Hitler agree-
ment)  from the  “isolationist"
clap-lrap of Norman Thomas. Not
a breath of internationalist class-
struggle ig there in it

Lel

with the Soviet
pact along the

us, then, rvecord the truth:
greal rthongh the opposition is (o
the War Powers Bill, it has no
leadership, its opposition, to this
or anything else, will avail little.

The building of the Socialist
Waorkers Party and the winning
of the frade unions lo a elass-
struggle leadership, these are the
first steps on the road to peace

mentary duty—represent this op-|and freedom.
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Write to us—tell us what's
labor movement—iwhat are the

?ORUM

going on in vour part of the
workers thinking aboutf—tell

us what the bosses are up to—and the G-men and the local cops—
and the Stalinists—sepd us that storv the capitalist press didn't
print and that story they buried or distorted—our pages are open
to you. Leilers must carry name and address, but widicate 1f you
do not want your name printed,

What Big Business !
Thinks About the
Labor Situation

Yditor:

leferving to the new “super
defense board.” so ably analyzod
in the last Appeal, here is what
a widely-used business informa-
tion service has to say of it. “The
Mresident giving  this new
super defense set-up the produc-
tion and priority power to go
ahead and act—rather than ad-
vige, This is the last ditch stand
before full emergency.”

1S

In the same veport, it is said:

“The campaign to rvepeal the
Walsh-Healey Act and at least
suspend the Wage-and-Hour Law
in its application to defense in-
austry 1s already well under way.
But don’t indulge in premature
expectations. The counter-attack
by labor has not yet begun; it is
being formulated now. Also under
considerntion now is a move by
organized labor to reveal the ex-
fent of inelficiency in manage-
ment itself. Labor intends to pulb-
licize not only the number of
men  still unemployed, bat also
the fact that layv-offs have oc-
curred even in o aireraft  plants
working on military orders.  If
the move to limit Labor's powers
iz suecessful and if labor legisla-
tion is suspended in defense in-
dustries, business should be pre-
pared to expect o major cam-
paign by labor for the :\cluul|
conscription of wealth and a com- |
plete commandeering of defense |
industries."

A conflict gleetully  noted
within the defense machine as to |
labor policies. Procurement Cir-
cular No. 43 of the War Duepari-
ment specifies that defense con-
tracts ave governed hy the exist-
ing body of labor  legislation,
state and national, and indicate-
that a statement to that effect by
the NDAC has the President =
approval. But this fact did not|
prevent Knudsen from telling his
brothers of the National Assovia-
tion  of  Manufucturcers that:
“Congress has not divectad that
all oy any part of these other acets
(Sherman Act. Clavton Act, Na-

is

tional Labor Relations Act. and
the Wage-and-Hour  Law)  be
writtenr  into  government  con-
tracts.” Knudsen argues  thal,
whereas  Congress made the

Walsh-Hezley Act apply to gov-
ernment contracts, the faet that
it did not make these other laws |
applicable to  government  con-|
tracts means that it did not intend

them to apply to defense carders.

Knudsen's analogy is phony,
of course, for the simple reason
that the Walsh Healey Act ap-
plies to NOTHING BUT gov-
ernment contracts, and for the
additional reason that this Act
purports  to  enforce ¢ om-
pliance with labor legislation
on government contractors.

The big-business commentatn
fgoes on to say that ('(llll;)ll]S()l')‘
mediation of labor disputes af-
fecting defense orders not o«
probability, but that attempis
will be made to sectre from Jabor
a promise not to strike in defensce
industries. (Looks like a job for
Hillman.) He  also  anticipates
uniform or constunt wage plans
in the “eritical”  industries.
whereby wages will be keved to
the cost of living., (Of course the
rub is: Who makes the key and
how well does it fit the lock?)
ITe thinks that the Smith Bill has
only a long shot chance of pas-
sage at present. He looks for a
mednution board without compul-
sory powers. Tt is possible, how-
cver, he says, that the adminis-
tration may outlaw strikes. com-
pensating  labor by compulsory
union membership in all defense
plants:

is

As these things are said in a
private information service, one
1:ay take them seriously as in-
dicating the present thoughts ol
mig business.

Nazis Make Ghettoes
In Poland; And
In the South

Fditor:

The Detroit Free Press on its
pictovial page today, January 6,
1941, has in big headlines, “Nazi
Conquerars Revive Ghettos of the
Middle Ages in War Ravished Po-
Lan.”

Thix refers to a picture of a
stveet-car with o placard on the
<ide dividinge the passengers in
two seetions. The sign indicates
one section for Jews and the
other part for non-Jews.

We have helow the Masan and
Dixon line the same street cars
worded likewise. Waiting rooms,
trains, stores and what
Eave you. I laugh at the irony
of it. Not with glee, but with bit-
ter resentment. We have our un-
walled ghettos not of the Middle
Ages but of today in the land of
Liberty. In the land of the free
andl the home of the brave.

What difference does it make

busses,

where, who, or when a person is,

Worker Pictures Conditions On
Army Camp Construction Jobs

Old Union Men Have To Struggle Against Rotten Conditions
Without The Help of the Unions; But They Do Find Way

|
By

JANCKSONNTEL L T,
l \ction s the tle ot o
Al

”lt'

A Construction Worker
Jan, 20
very exuberant editorial in oprase of the
Duildimg | rades Department in the Jeading Jacksonville
\I.nil_\'. //‘l' /‘/l'!'ii[!l l“”('\ ( 1o,

Wwilding Trades Department has decided 1o han all

S he American Spirit in

strikes ono war projects. his suils fine the labor-hating news-
paper representing the opimons ol the open-shop bosses ol the

South,

| 11 poes witheut saving that these unions, which until yves-
terday according to such newspapers were nothing but “rackets”.
ave now prased as Useiting a line example of patriotism and

lovalty
charaeter, weighed
enotigh by no more Infiy

o dallars and

358 PAYTRIOTISM

When you read the loeal papers

idoal
conts,

here in connection with the ap-
| propriations, you find that they
immediately break down all fig
nres to find out what's in it for
the South and cspecially for Floe
lda, and by and large they feel
amply  compensated,  Here and

there they have some criticism of
ton much money being spent, for
cxample. in Los Angeles. where
there is “too mueh labor trouble”

When the heatls the AFL
Ruilding Trades Department wave
the flag and prohibit strikes on
detense work, they like the
hosses, [oel they are amply com:
pensated.  Most of the Building
Trades unions collect from  the
workers in the camps two 1o three
per eent ol their weekly wage and
innumerable  permits  are  given
out Lo non-union workers at the
rate of one doliar per dav., The

of

oo,

only concern the union officials
ostracized. Jim Crowed or seg-
regated?  Call it wmedieval or

ancient, it is modern to the Ame-
rvican Negro whe was the first to
shed a drop of blood on American
c=0il for American independence.

The American Negro has felled |

the forests, eultivated the earth,
built the roads and melted the
are and land abhe tracks for in-
dustry. So T have at last found
the age T am living 1n is still the
Middle Ages. Would that T could

have been born at a later date
when eriel vich men shall have
pevished  from  the carth, and

workers in the vineyard shall get
what they ‘deserve and deserve
what they get regardless of race,
creed or color! No, T shall not
wive up hecause T was unforton-
ate enongh te be born during this
dark age. T will fight to prepare a
better place for my children's
Cehildeen and  they  might  say.
’“\\'0 modern  workers  of  the

world shall never know the hard-
ships  confromted by our fore-
fathers during the dark ages of
Amerien in 1619, 1RGH, 1018 and
! 1941.

Detroit, Mich.
! LEWIN
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[ observe that this patriotism is of a peculiarly
strangely 2o — = :
« [have with conditions on the job

I

dmong

pragmatic

bs with their rvight 1o the rake-off.

WAR “UNIONISM"

Take tor example the sheet me-
tal workers local in Jacksonville.
Until two years ago there weren't
vnongh menthers hore to maintain
o charvter, The boom in connec-
Lot with the hree war projects
near and around Jacksonville (na-

vl base, naval air baxe, Camp
Blanding) tound this joenl with
nneteen memhers  and  employ-

ment for hundreds,

Men ecame [vom yvarions partg
of the country,  Many non-union
workers came to join up in order
to get jobs on the projects. None
o thent. however, although pay-
ing heavily for the privilege (o
work, have any say in the af-
fuira of the union,

This example can he multiplied
many times. ‘The Plumbers 1n
ion here has about 100 members,
Camp Blanding alone employs be
tween T00-800 plumbers. All must
pay 8% of their wage to the local
union for the right to wmk, Is
there any wonder that the cause
of 1rade unionism, instead of be
ing advanced. retarded?  The
workers. and not the most back
ward of them, speak of the union
officials

MEN FIGHT BACK

There was a rumoy inst weel at
Camp Blanding that the officials
ot the Plumbers local were going
too devy a new assessment of $17,
for the building of a

There was open talk

workers, mostly old
union men, of a strike against the
union—a refusal to pay. Nothing

is

as racketeors.

ostensibly
union hall,
the

move was  heard of (his assess
ment,

The contractors and union of-
ficiais work hand in glove, and
the workers do not even bother
to take theiy evicvances to the
nnion. When  the  situation  in
some instances bocomes purtienl-

arty imbearable, they vesort to di

SCHEDULE OF
CARLSON TOUR

Thurs. Jan. 23 New York
to Fels 1

Sun. Feh. 2 Newa'k

Mon. Feb. 3 New Yok

Tues. Feb. 4  Trenton

Wed. Feb., 5 ~

Thurs. Feb. 6 Allentown

Fri. Teb. T Reading

Sat. Feb. 8 Quakertown

Sun. Feb, 9 Philadelphia

Mon. Fah 10 "

Tues. Feb. 11 _

Wed. Feb. 12  Baltimore

Thurs. Feb. 13 —_—

Fri. Feb. 14  Pittvburgh

Sat. Foh. 15 —

Sun. Feb, 16 Indanapolis

Mon. Feb. 17T Indumapolis

Tues. Feb. 18 - -

Wed. Feb. 19 St. Laoss

Thurs. Feb. 20 -

fri. Feb. 21  Memphis

Sat. Feb., 22 -

Sun. Feb. 23  Arkansas

Mon. Feb. 24 Arkan:as

Tues. Teh. 25 Texas

Wed. Feb. 26 Texas

Thurs, Feb. 27

to Thurs. Mar, 18 —_

Fri. March 14 Los Angeles

Sat. March 15 and vicinily

Sun. March 16 "

Mon. March 17 "

Tues. March 18 ”

Wed. March 19 i

Thurs, March 20 »

Fri. March 21

Sat. March 22 San Francisco

Sun. March 23 ”

Mon. March 24 4

Tues. March 25 "

Wed. March 26 K

Thurs., March 27 "

Fri. March 28

Sat. March 29 —

Sun. March 20 Tortland

Mon.  March 31 _

Tues. April 1 Seattle

Wed, April 2

Thurs. April 3 -

Fri. April 4  Plentywood

Sat. April 5 Williston

Sund.  April 6 _

Mon, April T Fargo

Tues. April 8 "

Wed, April 9 Twin Cities

rect action.  This happened when
one pinmbers’ foveman nuwde him-
selt particularly obnoxions o the
men, e was driven ol the
camp hy the concerted aetion of
the workors.

Another instanes ocenrred Jasl
Wednesday.,  When the ten houy
day was established tor the plum
bers, electricians and sheet metal
workers on January 13 it becuame
impossible for these workers to
meet the train to Jacksonville
a special Blanding train  leaves
at 5:15 1. M., while the workers
had 10 stay at their job (ill 6:30,
The first tew days, special trneks
were provided to convoy the work-
ers to Jacksonville.

SPONTANEOUS PROTEST
Wednesday night, however,
without -any previous notice, the
trueks took the workers 1o the
Administration area of the camp
where they were told that the con-
voy system would be discontinued
and that they would have to (ravel
by hus. The bus fare is sixty
cents, and besides, thore were only
three  broken down  old  buses

o

available that could not possibly
wrommodate the several hundred
men. A spontancous protest de-
monstiration hroke out and with.n
a few minutes the place was snr-
rounded by the Military Police
riot squad with drawn pistols.
Whoever could, proceeded 1o Jack:
sonville by bus. All three of

rest of the workers were convoyed
by trucks.  Since that night, the

train  schednle  has Dbeen  reay-
ranged 1o take care of  these
workers,

But it ecertainly was not the

voice of the unions that was heard
in this instance, The union offi
cis have two fulltime tasks
which exclude any other: Cashing
in on Roosevelt's war program
and making in return ror it no
strike declarations and patriotic
speechs,

This is the “American Spirit in
Action.” the American spivit of
1941, Uncounted millions of dol
tars into the colfers of the muni
tion makers, a rake off into the
nockets of many trade union bu
reanerats as hush meonoy, the
warkers often left 1o their own
initiative to earry on the sirugegle
Tor maintenance of conditions on
the jobh.

it's True About
New York! Says
Grace Carlson

By GRACE CARLSON
NEW YORK. Jan. 25.- (Note to

S

Minnesota  comrades. Ii's  frue
what they say ahbout New York!
The general character and tone

of the New York party has chang-
ed completely in the past eight
months sinee the departure ol the
members of the Minority.  The
comrades here are workers now
and  their contacts whom they
bring to meetings are also work-
ors.

(Remember the indignation of
our delegates ta the Party con-

vention in New York last April at
the ontrageous hehavioy of the un-
disciplined petty-bourgeois Mitior-
ity members —whispering, shufr-

ling around, laughing, ete., ete.
Last night's mass meeting here

was completely different, Lvery-
one sat quietly in his place and
listened to the speakers! Rerolu-
tionary!

(IFuthermore, the 250 members
and friends in attendance, who
came lo the meeting despite 1he
heavy snow storm, contributed
over $130 in response to Comrade
Morrow’s masterly collection
speecl.)

My second meeting in Boston
held on Janunary 20 in East Bos-
ton, was also a very inspiring one.
Approximately 150 attended and
these were chiefly Italian and
Spanish  workers, The meeting
was held in the hall of an Italian
workers' group, with the cooper-
ation of a number of the ,\'muhl
of this group.

The Boston hranch foo reflests
the great change in the character
of the party since he loss of the
petty-hourgeois Minority, This loss
was our gain.

In Los Angeles

Buy the

MILITANT
at

Lazerus Candy Store 2109
Brooklyn Ave.

Book Store E.
Rowan Ave.

Sam Smit’s Newsstand 5th
& Main St.

Ist St. &
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HILLMANITES

DEFEATED N

U. E. ELECTION

Key New York Local
Re-Elects Previous
Administration

forees in the
Radio amd Ma-
(C10) suf-
24,

The pro-Hillman
United Electrical,
chine Workers Union
fered o defeal on® January
when the membership of the im-
portant New York Locul 175 -the
Amalgamated Machine and Instru
ment local -voled to keep in ol
fice the present administration,

The local has with
key war-industries plants suech as
Bliss. Mergenthalor Linotype, In
ternational Projector, ete,

conlbracts

The opposition represented o
ecoalition of former supporters ol
the local's admnistration and ex
progressives, mnited today on
provram of supporting the Roos
evelt  war machine, While at
tempting 1o hide their real pro
e frone a militant membershiy
through the ruse ol progressive
sounding leatlets, these peaction
aries were easily recognized b

them broke down under way, The the memhership for what they arve

when they repeatedly refused e
answer as a gronp whal ther
ritnde was toward Sidney Hillman
ant his reactionary policy. Indi
vidual leaders of this gronp havd
not hesitated o indicate that they

stood  completely  Tor  Hillman's
policy.,
It is interesting to nole that

in the period previous to the war
when the Stalinist-dominated ad
ministration had a pro-war pol-
icy and a labor poliey similue o
Hillman's today, most ol the pres.
ent opposition supported (he local
administration.

PROGRESSIVE POLICY

The rveal progressives in the lo-
cal indicated their desive for
militant class strngele anion by
su porting all those in the admin
istration who declaved thei
position to the setbout line o Sid

op

ney H. llman.

‘I'he  Stalinist bureaucrats. duc
to their present temporary posi-
fion, wete forced to accept this
progran; of working class styrug
gle, The real defense ol the pro-
sram remains, howeveyr, with the
vank wand file of the union and

those militants who have consist
ently fought ror i,

CAREY TURNS TAIL

The danger tvom the reaction-
aries, both in local 475 uand the
U. E. as a whole, Is far from
over. James B. Carey, President
of the international union and
gecretary of the C10, has indicated
in his columus in the U E. News
that now lie too is prepared 16
fight the “"Communists" He write:
in bis column in the U, I2, News
ol January 18th as lollows:

“Abuses do rake place, and 1
helieve it a healthy sign and quit¢
proper for sincere members 1o ex

press concern of domination by
a group not comprising the whole
membership.

“1 have been charged with in-

difterence on this guestion of do-
mination, especially in regard tc
members of the Communist Parry.
but actually my apparent unex
cited state is due to my confidence
in the U. E. membership.”

So alter yeurs of collaboration
with this same group, Carey sud-
denly turns. Rank and filers can
very well question his motivation
and perhaps inquire whether his
sudden “discovery” has anything
to do with Lis support of the wa

machine. Reactionaries through-

out the union will rally hehind
Carey, The rank and file, on the
other hand, must rally Dbelind

their program of militant struggle
Lo save and build their union.

Picket Jim Crow
FDR Inaugural

Concert
WASHINGTON, D.C. Jan.
24—Protesting against the

Jim Crow program set up for
Negroes by the Inauguration
Committee for President
Roosevelt’s  third inaugural,
representatives of 26 organ-
izations picketed the govern-

ment auditorium where a
“special”—i.e., Jim Crow—
musical concert for Negro

vicitors was being held Mon-
day evening.

i

Highlights

The Lab

By CARL

The Clovoland CALL-TOST, Neo-
2o paper, pubilishies o letter from
Private John Cole siationed
IFort Knox:
“Todiy.

wilness  sonivthing

we again
Iippons
Segregad-

Clhivistmas,

thit
fo every dayv here.
tion. Clea Spivey and several of
the soldicrs hove wont to the post
theatre, They were denied seats
hoeanse all af the 50 seats for the
tilledd,  There
plenty cpty in
the theatve. 1t seems kind o) hard
ta believe that in the Army there
wonld he scgregation,  Tere at
Ford Knox we witness it every
day. 1 wonder why these things
oxist in the Army ITere in
the eamp we have the worst ae-
commaodartions that the Fort has to
ofter.  We live in old dldapidated
bavracks.  Onr recreation facili-
ties are nil. We have o bharndike
struetinre whicl houses onr barber
shop, recroation room and canteen,
Here if yvou are eating, you are
lianhle to have eaten monthful
af hair hefore you feave, Fven on
the railway station doors of the
post they have signs ‘Colored
Waiting Roonm,' and "White Wait-
ing Room™ all aronnd you. You
are marde 1o feel conscions of 1Hhe
fact lest you forget yon are hlack |
Most ol the soldiers heve are from

=

2H00 Negroos  woere

W of LB

Hi

Ohio and Indiana and il they have
to live undey suel conditions for
noyoear, they won't feel mueh 17ke
ishiime for 1his myth, "Diéanoe- |
raey,” "

(Myde Deals, pro-Stal nist ex-edi-
toy of the Newspaper GUILD RIE-
PORTER. hias heen appointed edi-

ror and administrative secretary
aof the Institule for Propazanda
Analysis,

ok

Lnder provisions of
trooper™ hill proposed by Senator
Sheppard ol Texas, employers
woulil be allowed to enlist five pe
cent of their personnel into what
would be known as the “National
Industrial Defense Corps.” Critie.
izing this hill, the United .‘\linv‘
Workers Journal sayvs: “The |1r|~|
vosed hill would confer wilde pow-
.'\'pm'(“l

the “storm

ars on the President and !
tary off War and make ‘storm
froopers” available to big indus-|
Irindists in each of the states of
the nnion,”™

LABOR. railyoad union wnaper, |

1
|

reports on somao inleresting @atjs

ties isoyed by the Burean of 1
Census, showing that move than
It of the people in e Upited
States over 14 years of age :n-ul
workers, “In the I4-vesrand-over
age gronp there are 100,972,000
persons, ol whom AS2510 000 arve
placed in the daboy foree . .. T

sensius retirned
whoo were
1A00,000

HATLO00 workers
totally ddle st abont
who  wliwe unahble
work  The proportion S{ male 10,
fenale workers i abont thiee o
hut rupning nork
nesk ‘new  workers,

18]

Lo

Nie,

and

they uare

among A

w

THE 10 SHIPYARD WORK-
ER for Januavy 14 carries an edi-

torial  condemning the no-strike
ralley of the AFL Me o ‘Trades
Council as a hetpaval of 1N jn-

The St Louis UNION ADO
CATE carries a pictnre ol (e
aew Negey “NMayvor of Reownville!
and his eabinet. and annonnees
that fwa nnion members Loyt g,

 CGreen”

trests of tae shiphuildin: workers ]

In
or Press

O'SHEA

et .

e S 2t .

(i e
Bradley
e

of the Dining
Union and 1,0,
of the sleeping Car I'orters
i the eahinet ol “Mavoyr™ Rev,
W. AL Cooper,  The leciien was
spousorad by the St Louis CALL,
Nt papers

Wiston

pPloyes

. VG

T PHUHICENT ARG Sop JRBIE
ary 2 halls the refease of the five
Du Quain boys from the peniten-
tiary, and points out “the number
ol members of the Progressive Un-
con who remain in prison drops 1o
cight, five in federal institntions
and three in stare”

The Shipyard Worker says
Todd Shipyards Corp., which hasg

st reccived  contracts for 80
tankers fvrom the British govern-
ment, has made 850 . profits in
20 years. “The original invest-
ment ol 86,300,000 has heen re-
paid in o dividends over three
times ., The ecorporation has
puid  at least 250% in cash to
stockowners.” The union reports

that Todd pays “miserable wiges."”

+ o

The KENOSHA LABOR, AFL
organ of that Wigconsin fown, i8
advociating that Roosevelt name
“as ont next ambassador to Great
Britain an omstanding repteseh-
rative o Inbor suneh as William
Sueh a move, it is said,
will “taettully signalize the Brit-

»

| ish people that we approve labor's

rising influence and wish to sece
it continue’ That's exactly why
Roosevelt sends Willkie to DBri-
1in.

LLABOR, railroad unions' organ,

acelaims in its Jan. 7 issue the
record of the National Mediation
Board for 1440, “In ah industry

(rallronds) emploving o million
persons and spanning the country,
only one minor walkout occurred
during  the  year—on  a  small
switching road owned hy a steel
corporation and it lasted only &
weelk, with a victory for the work-
But what abhout the failure
of the nnions to win their many
demands? The paper is mum on
that.

ers."”

LaTolletie's PROGRESSIVE in
its Junuary 4 issue complains edi-
torially  that “President Roosev-
el’s incendinyy oratory the other

night —it could haydly bhe called a
fireside chat™—pame as a shock
1o those millions of people who

supported him in the belief he was
determined 1o keep this country
out of the Furopean war. last
rall. as a candidate for yeelection,
the President was cheered to the
echo when he said: "T'his counlry
wiants no war with any nation,'"

The North Dakota UNION FAR-
MER, organ of the best organized
state Fuarmers Union, states (Jane
uary 6) that “The National Farm-
ers Unjon . . . is the only national
farm orvganization that frankly
faces the facts that Turopean
markets are gone, that temporary
tax subsidies are about ended,
that we must work out a West-
ern Ilemisphere  economy and
trade  with South America, and
that farmers and workers must
anite 1o protect and extend Amer-
ican demoeracy it a fake national
unity is not 1o bhe imposed from
above by a few profit-seeking cap-
‘talists as dangerous to {he Amers
iean way as Hitlerism itself.”

TROTSKY MEMORIAL FUND

The Fund campaign cleses on IF'ebruary 1st. The following is
the standing of the branches on Monday. January 27, with four

more days to go. Next week we will publish the final score!
Branch Quota Amount paid %
BOSTON $ 100.00 $ 150.00 150
NEW HAVEN 20.00 26.00 130
DETROIT 200.00 235.00 118
LOS ANGELES 150.00 162.45 © 108
QUAKERTOWN 7.00 7.50 107
BUFFALO 25.00 26.15 105
PORTLAND 10.00 10.50 105
LYNN 100.00 103.00 103
TOLEDO 50.00 51.00 102
Minneapolis & St. Paul 1000.00 1001.00 100.1
New York 1000.00 1000.00 100
Chicago & Indiana Harbor 200.00 200.07 100
Pittshurgh 10.00 10.00 100
Allentown 15.00 15.00 100
Milwaukee 5.10 5.10 100
Reading 5.00 5.00 100
Baltimore 10.00 10.00 100
San Diego 8.50 8.50 100
Rockville 7.00 7.00 100
Texas 5.00 5.00 100
Newark 150.00 150.00 100
Hutchinson 10.00 10.00 100
St. Louis 5.00 5.00 100
Akron 10.00 10.00 100
Philadelphia 30.00 30.00 100
Rochester 15.00 15.00 100
San Francisco 100.00 100.00 100
Williston 10.00 10.00 100
Flint 150.00 138.00 92
Youngstown 50.00 20.00 40
Cleveland 70.00 18.00 26
Individual Contiibutions 4.30

TOTAL $3527.60 8354757 100%
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‘LABOR WITH A WHITE SKIN
CANNOT [IEMANCIPATE [TSELF
WHERE LABOR WITH A BLACK
SKIN 1S BRANDED" — KARL

Th
Negro Struggle

By ALBERT PARKER
Jim Crow Air Pilots

One section of Public Law Ne. 1R of the last
Congress, adopted almost two years ago, dirvected
the War Department to train Negro air pilots.
The War Department. undoubfedly with a wink
of the eye from the White House. ignored this
section of the bill completely.

Last week, however, it announced that quali-
fied Negroes would he accepted into the Army
Air Corps with the formation ¢f a squadron that
will begin training this month.

This announcement has been a long time com-
ing, and it undoubtedly would have been longer
if it hadn’t been that a long series of Negro pro-
tests developed. Then Yancey Williams, engineer-
ing student at Howard University, filed suit in
the United States Distriet Court, against the
Sceretary of War and four major-generals, for
their rejection of his application to enlist in the
Air Corps. Only then did the War Department
move,

But anyone who concludes from this that the
generals in the Army or the burcaucrats in
Washington have in any way changed their basic
policies toward the Negro pecople, because of a
little law suit, is quite wrong.

For the bone that has been thrown the Negro
pecple to shut them up is Jim Crow through and
through.

The new unit, a pursuit squadron, which will
receive its flying instruction at Tuskegee Insti-
tute, Alabama, is for colored only, and will be
the only unit for coloved. This means that the
poliey of segregation, which has been praised as
“satisfactory” by Roosevelt, remains untouched.

Creation of the new unit, said Undersecretary
of War Patterson, “is in keeping with a policy
of including colored persons in every branch of
the Army.”

To which Marjorie McKenzie,
Courier columnist, has aptly replied:

“According to our interpretation, this is in
line with a policy of exeluding colored persons
from every branch of the Army, except a few
Jim Crow set-ups...”

There isn’t much to the bone. When the squad-
ron is finally organized it will include only 33
pilots and 27 planes, with a ground force of about.
400 enlisted men,

Immediately after the plan was announced,
the National Airmen's Association. made up of
Negro flyers throughout the country, passed a
strong resolution condemning the plan and reaf-
firming its determination to win complete equal-
ity in the Air Corps. “Both the army and navy
have stressed tradition in arguing against the
abolition of segregated units,” said C. R. Coffey,
national president. “In the air corps there is no
tradition, cither favorable or unfavorable to com-
plete racial integration. If we permit the estab-
lishment of a Negro unit, it will be establishing
a precedent which will be hard to break down.
We’d rather be excluded than to be segregated...”

Pittsburgh

The whole incident is striking proof of our
contention that regardless of what Congressional
or legal action is taken or decision made, the of-
ficer clique, as long as they are in control of
things, will disregard them or find some way of
getting around them and maintaining their seg-
regation-discrimination policies. The way out is
to take that control away from them. That is why
we call for trade union control of military train-
ing,

War Industries Jim Crow

The recent report by the National TUrban
League, the organization most closely in touch
with statisties dealing with hiring and barring
of Negroes from the war industries, shows that
very little progress has been made in breaking
down the discriminatory practices employed by
the bhosses and their employment managers.

According to the report, these employers who
were questioned were “practically unanimous” in
claiming that they barred Negroes not because
they themselves personally were opposed to them,
but because they were aflraid that the white
workers in their plants would resent it. and “it
might lead to serious labor trouble, or at least
sufficient ill will to interfere with efficient pro-
duction”,

In this way, the bosses who are guilty of Jim
Crowing the Negro try to palm off the responsi-
bility on the white workers—who were never
consulted in a single case by the hosses about
what they thought about hiring Negroes. Thus
the bosses accomplish two things: they bar the
Negro, and then they build up antagonism among
the Negroes toward the white workers. “Divide
and rule” is the motto of the bosses.

A sardonic British comment on the bally-
hoo about the “heroic” General Wavell, who was
in official command of the British troops operat-
ing against the Italians in Africa, is the follow-
ing, which appeared in the NEW LEADER
(London) December 28, 1940:

One day, a week or so ago, some tens of
thousands of soldiers were battling fiercely in
the desert to decide the mastery of Sidi Barani.
In oppressive heat, a dust storm threatening,
men fought in a bath of perspiration, while Hell
blazed around them. When, in the end, the Brit-
ish recaptured the town, the whole Press in this
country gave their applause—

in the proportion of about nine parts to

General Wavell for every ome part to the

ranks.

It is interesting, therefore, to read that Gen-
eral Wavell spent one afternoon during the cam-
paign at a race meeting at Cairo, where—we are
told—he was enthusiastically cheered.

Waterloo was won on the playing fields
of Eton. The battle for Sidi Barani, we pre-
sume, was won on the racecourse of Cairo!

(P.S.—Cairo is about 400 miles from Sidi
Barani.)

He s able to announce 1o the we

in refation to the nation in gener
ticular,” (N. Y. Trones, January
The call for the Lighicen
Stalin on December 20 did not
breathe a single word abour ve-
organizing the party along new.
less vigid and more practieal lines
“in relation to the nation in gen-
eral and national effort in parti-
cular,”  This is the first inkling
that  such  unprecedented and
drastic  measures were contem-
plated and even applied during
1the so-called pre-Conference pe-
riod when only discusgion ig sup-
poscdly in order. Yet. more than
three woeks betove the Conference
itscll’ convenes, Duranty was per-
mitted to refer to il as an ac-
complished faet, as a “conception”
already realized in lile.  Appar-
ently the only ‘thing left for the
Eighteenth  Party Conference
scheduled for Febrnavy 10 is to
vole—tinanimously, ol course.
When the December 20th eall
for the Conference was released,
we ventured the following prog-
nosgis: "The second point on the
agenda, The Orvaanizational Ques-
fion, implies that there are short-
comings in the existing organiza-
tional set-up whielh obstruct the
party's work in transport and in
industry—and therefore the party
must he most certainly ‘renovated’
organizationalln’

centh Party Conference veally are: ‘The Communist Party of the
Soviet Lnion is no longer to hald its former position in the coun-
try, It is being re-organized along new and different lines.

Duranty’s cautious formulation reads:

“There is a new, more [lexible and more practicable con-
ception of the position and duties ol the Communist Party . ..
al and the national effort in par-
© 22, 1041).

Duranty Hints Stalin’s Move

The Communist Party Will Be ‘Demoted’ at the Forthcoming Conference

By JOHN G. WRIGHT
Mo Walter Duranty has returned to his old occupation of
scooping the Daily Worker. s very lirst dispatch, dmed Mos-
cow, [anuary 21, contains very important, even sentational news.

wld what 1the tasks of the Eight-

th Party Conference issued by
| eluded: “A major surgical opera-
tion is now in progress.” (Social-
isl Appeal, December 28, 1940). Tt
is now possible to appraise Stal-
in's major operation much morve
accurately. It goes heyond a
large-scale purge, so serviceable in
the past, but manifestly not ade-
quate in the existing conditions.
Direcily involved is a blow at the
party's position in the countyy
and its dominuant role In economy
(“the national effort™).

DURANTY, AGENT OF
STALIN'S GPU

One may anticipate al this point
| possible objection that it is,
 after all, impermissible to attach
!s0o much importance to a single.
and somewlhiat yagune sentence in
a dispateh by Duranty. It is not
at all, however, a casual pussage
| but a central point to which Dur-
anty  elaborately and carefully
Heads up. The entire stress in this
| dispateh is placed by Duranty on
| the profound, well-nigh incredible
|changes which have transformed
heyond recognition and have vast-
ly improved (of course! of
conrse! j—every sphere of Soviet

tions  were admiltedly  difficult.”
(Admittedly™! !t Where admit.
ted? When?)

“Russia has ehanged enormous-
Iy in the Iast year,” announcesg
Duranty, and with an assumed uir
ol discoyery and astonishment
adds, “I never thought that twelve
months could make such a dif-
ference of atmosphere, tone, and
Iact.” Then, after meticulously Hse-
ing the reorganization ol the ar
my, navy, and air foree, of indus-
try, trade, transport, finance and
educution. he tops it all off with
the reorganization of the party,

As for Duranty himself, his role
was completely exposed several
years ago during the infamous
Moscow Trials. At that time, al-
though no longer the Moscow cor-
respondent of the New York
Times. he happened, as is well
known, to bhe fortuitously present
at each trial; and together with
the Englishman, Pritt; the Ger-
man, Feuchiwangler and all the
other literary scavengers, Duranty
crawled out of his skin to demon-
strate that no assignment in the
service of the GPU paymasters
was too filthy for him. 1If Dur-
anty is now in the Soviet Union,
it is by order of his real employ-
er in the Kremlin, and not of the
New York 7Times, or the latter's
news syndicate, the North Ameri-
can Newspaper Alliance. Dur-
anty's job was and is to secure
for the Kremlin favorable public-
ity in the Amevican press, and to
prepare public opinfon for Soviet
domestic developments. Whatevey
Duranty writes is passed by the
censors hecause it is composed
under GPU supervision and bears
the GPU seal of approval.

lite sinee 1940- -when, as Duranty

And weo con-jacknowledges In passing, “condi-| plementary

But most important of all, sup-

Duranty's scoop is available. They
party has been  constantly and |
ever more harshly criticized in
the press for its shorteomings and
Inilures In the general “reorgan-
ization™ ol the country, that
in the fullillment of the June 26
anti-labor laws, the tnrning of
Soviet factories into virtual pris-
ons, the introduction of child la-
bor., the abolition of free cduoca-
tion, the extension of the June
26 laws to the technical stalf, ele.,
ete.; the purge of the irade un-
ions, of the Komsomols, of direc-
tors and engineers, of authors and
dramatists, ete, ete. “The Soviet
press,” Duranty casually remarks,
* s rfar more prodigal or com-
plaints and eriticisms than might
be guessed from the imessages of
foreign correspondents.” (He pi-
ously refrains from mentioning
that with the departure of Gedye
last summer the only loreign cor-
respondents remaining in Moscow
were the Nazis and the skeleton
crews of the major news services;
that only the dispuatches ot the
T.A.S.S.—Stalin's official news
agency—conld be transmitted to
America and the TVAS.S,, as may
easily be guessed, rvefraing fvom
hroadeasting any complaints or
eritleism.)

is.

Moreover. on December 20 the
news was released by Moscow thal
a vital section of Soviet industry,
namely, the defense industry had
been placed under the supervision
of the Army. A week ago came
a TASS dispateh 1o the effeet that

special  loenl committees would
henceforth  supervise industries
producing  consumer’'s goods.

These local committees are "non-
party” i, handpicked and con-
trolled dirvectly by the GPIUT ji-

(]

data corroborating

self.  Thus the economic life of

(The following article on
conditions in the British colony
of Northern Rhodesia was writ-
ten at the beginming of Decem-
ber, when George Padmore
learned that a Reyal Commis-
sion report on the colony was
not being permitted to see the
light of day. Comrade Pad-
more, a native of the West In-
dies, is in England.)

* * ¥

By GEORGE PADMORE

Last April a strike took place
among the miners in the Copper-
belt o Novthern Rbodesia, [t ye-
sulted in the Klling of 29 natives
and the wounding o 73. This
was the second labor disturbance
to occur in that colony within
recent years, In 1935, the blacks
were shot down like dogs for dar-
g to protest against increased
poll tax without a corresponding
increase in wages. This time they
were given bhullets for demanding
higher wages to meet the rise in
Lthe cogt of Hving, due to the war,

There are about 27,000 Afyican
miners and a few hundred Euro-
peans. The whites come [(rom
Sounth Africa and Southern Rho-
desia,  They alone enjoy the right
of ecollective bargaining. Blacks
are rigidly excluded from their
Trade Unfon, This is in Kkeeping
with the policy ot the industriai
Color-bar- widespread in South-
ern Africa.

It was the white workers who
took the initiative in demanding
more pay. At the time they were
receiving between £40 and
£70 per month, including provi-
sion of a house Iree of charge and
other amenities. Being white and
organized, the mining companies
fmmediately granted their de-
mands. For it is the policy of Col-
onial Administrations to avoid as
much as possible conflicts between
Europeans—workers and capital-
ists, so as to maintain white pres-
lige among colored populations.
Without the closest co-operation
between DIuropean—officials, em-
ployers and employees—the Color-
bar system could not function.
The olficials and politicians
make laws which obstruct natives

A Typical British Colony

from organizing, while the white
yworkers close the doors of their
organizations against their black
hrothers,

ping, 1/4ib. salt, 7 pints cocoa
420zs. bread.

The mnatives, who expressed
great  dissatisfaction  with the

press it, as it dld the West [ndies
Royal  Commission’s  document

the counltry is in effect no longer
wnder the party's supervision.

WHY SHOULD STALIN
WEAKEN HIS PARTY?

Ar first glance such a develop-
ment scemsg nol only unexpecled
but  inexplicable.  Why  should
Ktalin who nhas ruled all these
vears in the name ol the com-
pletely bureaucratized party seek
to undermine what appears to be
one of the bagic and most indis-
pensable  props  of  his  rule?
Doesn't Stalin weaken himself hy
weakening the position ol the par-
1yv? The party embraces the most
privileged sections of the bhurean-
cracy, Isn't this likewise a blow
at them? Doesn’l this mean a splin
in the bureaucracy itself? And so
forth and so on. The situation is
indead complex. A formal, sche-
matic and theretore superficial ap-
proach cannot possibly provide a
correct answer.

In 1934, comrade Trotsky wrote:
“The vast practical importance of
a corrvect theoretical orientation is
most strikingly manifested in a
period of aente gocial contlict, of
rapid political shifts, of almupt
changes in the sitnation ., . Tt is
in just such periods that all sorts
of transitionul, infermediate sit-
nations arise, as a matter of neces.
sity. which upset the customary
patterns and doubly require a sus-
stained theoretical attention.”

What we are now witnessing in
the Soviet Union is precisely a
transitional, intermediale combi-
nation of developments against
the background of acute social con:
fliet, rapid political shifts and
abrupt changes in the situation.
We define the Stalinist regime as
Bonapartist, that is, a government
which raises itsell above a sociul
system-—in this case, a degenerat-
ed workers' state. This govern-
ment, however, is not suspended
in mid-air. At all times, a Bona-
partist regime rests on a buttress,
or axis which becomes more and
maore narrow as the contradictions
between the political superstrue-
ture and the eronomic foundation

early this vear,

Lot Lord Lloyd =it on the ye-

It is as easy for a Negro to l'll'\([llil“'i'_\’ and quality of the food. | port. The time will come when
ter the South Alvican und South. | asked for a minimum ol 3= per the ecommon people, siek to death
ern Rhodesian Labor Parties as|day and wished to feed themselves. | of capitalists and the bloody wars.

[ for a few Jews to join the Nazi
hievarchy, I
In other words. the Color-bar is|

a taeit United-Front among the

whites to dominate the hlacks.

This process enables the capi
[talists to exploit cheap, unorgan-
ized labor, and out of their super-
| profits bribe and corrupt the white
colonial workers with ligh wages.

BETRAYING SOCIALISM

The great tragedy is that these
| Ewropean workers, muny of them
former Dritsh Trade Unionists,
have done more 1o diseredit So-
cialism and the Brotherhood of
Man among the colonial peoples
than all the ravings of Hitler
and his Fascist tribesmen, Tu this
respect they show less comrade-
shiip 10 the natives than the mis-
sionaries. And nobody could ae-
cuse me ol being a missionary's
disciple. But it is necessary to
speak the truth even if it hurts,
To these European workers the
slogan, “Workers of the World
Unite!” means nothing, bul one
day these chauvinists will realize
that “labor with the white skin
|czmnnl. emancipate itself while la-
bor in a black skin is bhranded.”

Now 1o the role of the black
workers in connection with the
strike. As soon as they heard that
the white workers had got an in-
crease on their handsome wages,
they too appealed for similar
treatment. The average African
wage was about 22/6 per month
of 30 working days. Many receiy-
ed only 12'6 per month, as the
rates vary according to whether
they work underground or above.
Unlike the whites, the blacks
five in compounds. and, since
they are mot allowed (o Dbring
their families with them, the com-
panies supply rations at the fol-
lowing weekly rates: 141h. of
mealie, 280z. dry beans, 120z, cook-
ing nuts, 11h. rice. 11h. vegetables,

1lb. fruit, 41b. meat. 1 41b. drip-

They were rold that the matter
would have to be referred to the
directors of the companies which
own the mines—Roan Antelope,
Lad.; Rhokana Corporation:
Ihe Mufulira Copper Mines,
headquarters in the City ol Lon-
don. After several davs the local
manugement told the men that
their demands were exorbitant
and could not be granfed’

The Strike Committee
made the alternative offer to
withdraw their demands if the
companies wonld sell their cop-
per to the British Imperial Gov-
ernment at pre-war rates. DBut
even this gesture was rejected.
The directors evidently thought
the Negroes were going crazy.
What? War without profits? Who-
ever heard of such a thing? Only
“backward” Africans could be so
naive!

On the companies' rejection of
this offer the blacks asked to be
paid and allowed to go home. That
the companies refused to permit
and began 1o organize blacklegs
to bhreak the strike.

These and other provocative
means led to clashes between the
strikers and strike-breakers. Fin-
ally, local police and troops from
Southern Rhodesia were called in
to restore “law and order.” Beat-
en into submission at the point of
the bayonet, the natives were
forced back into the mines after
suffering heavy casualties.

The government, having dig
charged its obligations to Big Bus-
iness, resorted to the traditional
and time-honored custom of face-
saving. Mr. MacDonald, then Sec:
retary of State for the Colonies,
faced with criticism in the House
of Commons, appointed a Com-
mission to investigate.

Despite efforts to whitewash
the crimes of British Tmperialism.

then

the Commissioners' report makes!

such shocking disclosures that the
Colonial Office is striving to sup-
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and |
with |

| will force not only the IHitlers,
the Mussolinis and Lavals, but the
British old-school-tie Iraternity to
give account of their erimes.
The colonial peoples have long
had the illusion that Commiissions
Royal or otherwise—are going
to improve their lof, those
who elaim to he the tyustees of
the subject vaces of the Empire
are themselves interested in per-
petuating exploitation, For exani-
ple. Lovd Lloyd and My, Amery

For

are  shareholders in Rhodesian
Railway companies and  Afviean
mines!

HUGE PROFITS

In the meantime, however, the
colonial slave-drivers are reaping
vast profits. The latest yeports
(just announced show the rollowing
increases over the previous veuar
and the current dividend paid.

Profit Divid-
end %
|Antelope .. ... £1.867.643 20
Rhokana ..... r2.726,668 40
Mufuliva ..... £1,761,002 11%

These Imperialists continue to
fatten upon the flesh and blood
of hundreds of millions of colored
slaves in India, Africa and the
West Indies. Theirs is truly a
life of blood and tears and toil
and sweat.

Just think of it! Millions of
human beings toiling day and
night, year in and year out, on
a bowl of rice or mealie in order
that a handful of whites may en-
joy a parasitic life of luxury and
ease!

And these plutoerats have the
impudence ta say they are fight-
ing for Democracy and ta pre-
vent Hitler from enslaving the
natives! Hitler is too late. Cecil
Rhodes did this long ago.
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grow more and more acute.
As the true axis of the regime
constriets, power becomes  per-

sonalized more and morve openly;
(it beeomes associated more and
more with Stalin not as the un-
challenged dictator of the party
who rules behind the scenes but
as the undisputed dictator of the
State itself. The true axis of
Stalin’s  regime  today  passes
through the police, the burcau-
eratic tops, the newly constituted
| military officers’ caste and the
GPU.

THE PARTY IS NOW

AN OBSTACLE TO STALIN

Even the formality of ruling
through the party—(which never
was a  monolithic  bureaucratic
entity but remains very hetero-
geneous)—not only becomes cum-
hersome but actually turns into
a prave obstacle to stability be-
cause of the very danger of a
vift between its upper and the
lower tiers, because of the very
threat, especially in war-time
conditions, that the Bonapartist
rule may be challengred within
the ranks of the party itself. But
this does not mean that the party
must be completely and immed-
iately eliminated, far from it.
This means that the party must
be relegated Lo such a position as
to render it incapable of directiy
challenging Stalin’s power. Henee
flows the constant need of apply-
ing preventive measures to guard
precisely against such a conting-
ency. Hitherto purges sufficed.
Today a ‘“reorganization” is re-
quired. This dangerous and by
no means simple operation will
not and cannot be effectively ac-
complished with a single stroke,
but requires a series of well-
calculated steps, well-timed, well-
prepared—in point of assault as
well as possible retreat—of which
the first is the Eighteenth Party
Conference.

Apparently only the lower
ranks, the local party units are
today being shorn of their dom-
inant position, especially in rela-
tion to industry; the status of the
tops will be left unimpaired for
the time being. Should it prove,
however, that both the tops and
the lower ranks are affected by
the “reorganization,” this will
mean that the crisis of the re-
gime has reached a stage far
more acute than the one estimat-
ed above. It will mean that the
bureaucracy is so ravaged by the
crisis and so hopelessly divided
that the only possible means of
stabilization lies in the open as-
sumption of power by a single
individual who rules as an abso-
| lute dictator by virtue of the con-
| trol of the Army and the GPU
| alone.

We have, of course, assumed
throughout that the party as a
whole is so completely degenerat-
ed, so drained of all power of re-
sistance as to render it incapable
of waging a defensive battle in
self-protection. The next few
weeks will bring a verification.
January 25, 1940

s —

London Workers
Form Committees

In Raid ‘Shelters’

. —

Reports of organized protests by the London
workers., who are provided no other shelter from
air raids except the subways, have been explained
away by British apologists as purely Stalinist
propaganda.

The following report demonstrates that there
is a genuine organized movement by the workers
who are compelled to use these makeshift shelt-
ers. It is republished from the December 28th
NEW LEADER, organ of the pacifist Independ-
ent Laber Party. The LL.P., once close to the
Stalinists, has now adopted a rabidly anti-
Stalinist attitude, refusing to collaborate with
the Communist Party even where their two lines
are identical, Jts testimony in this instance is,

e

therefore, an important verification of the
strength of this movement of the London
workers.

LONDON—An All-London Conmmittee of Sta-
tion and Shelter Committees has been formed at
a conference attended by 79 delegates represent-
ing 30 stations and shelters,

The report of the provisional committee re-
called the struggle the people had to wage
against the authorities to win the opening of the
stations as shelters.

In many places the people broke through
cordons of police and L.P.T.B. offi¢ials to
get in,

In many stations there were fights between
the workers during the first few days. Now, in-
stead of fighting each other, the workers and
their families are united behind their committees,

A resolution was unanimously adopted de-
manding official recognition of the Station and
Shelter Committees.

Delegates told how the authorities had
attempted to appoint shelter marshals from
above, but in many stations the committees
had forced the acceptance of marshals select-
ed by the committees,

At Elephant and Castle, the Station Com-
mittee had declared “no confidence” in the locul
A.R.P. authority and had decided that the mar-
shals should take instructions from the com-
mittee.

The conference opposed any policy which
would result in the people heing turned out of
the tubes. It demanded that tickets should be is-
sued and bunks put up under the supervision
of the committees.

At some stations attempts had been made
to turn people out under the pretext of
“clearing the passages and stairs,” but this
has been resisted EN MASSE by the shelt-
erers.

The resolution demanded the building of
bomb-proof shelters for all as the only means
of relieving congestion in the tubes, the stopping
of all admission charges by the L.P.T.B., ade-
quate sanitary equipment, the staffing of
F.AP's from 4 pam. to 7 a.m.. special sick bays
for T.B. and other infectious cases, freec inocula-
tion, and free or cheap milk for children and ex-
pectant mothers.

A recommendation was made that each Sta-
tion Committee should invite the workers em-
ployed by the L.P.T.B. to appoint a representa-
{ive.

A deputation is being sent from the confer-
ence to Mr, Herbert Morrison to present its de-
mands.

Green Does It Better

The Chamber of Commerce of the United
States is a notoriously reactionary institution.
Nevertheless, its Committee on Manufacture has
just submitted for concurrence to members of
the chamber a recommendation that the business=
men’s organization strongly oppose all attempts
at anti-strike legislation,

Before the reader rubs his eyes and concludes
that Big Business has become senile and gone
liberal, it is well to examine the text of the re-
commendation. Here are its arguments against
such legislation,

1. “The chamber believes that anti-strike laws
will prove ineffective...”

2. The best results will “bhe served by volun-
tary cooperation.” “To this end the chamber en-
lists the support of its member organizations in
urging all employers to develop plans -with their
employes designed to promote the amicable and
prompt adjustment of labor distutes which may
arise...”

3. “According to recent estimate, such vol-
untary methods will probably prove effective in
99 per cent of the defense industries.”

In a word, the Chamber of Commerce thinks
that William Green and his kind make better
policemen than those that the state could provide.

They remember the last war, when President
Wilson's “Work or Fight” edict failed to keep
the workers from demanding their rights. Far
more efficacious was Samuel Gompers’ “volun-
tary” method.

But we'll wager that the Chamber of Com-
merce will change its mind and come out for
anti-strike legislation. Bill Green isn’t Samuel
Gompers, and the trade union movement today
isn't the AFL of 1918. The gigantic industrial
unions of today did not exist then.

The employers prefer to do it the “nice way.”
But when that won’t work, you'll sce their teeth!

Minister of Labor Ernest Bevin of Great Bri-
tain declared *President Roosevelt's great idea
of paying for goods by goods will not only help
win the war but will take us out of the hands
of the speculators at the end of the war.” How

will it be done after the war if it can’t be done
now?
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Trotskyists Are Arrested In Britain

Protest Is Sent
To Lord Halifax

Letter to Halifax Proves Our British
Comrades Are Victims of Crude Frameup

A protest against the arrest

ol Tour members of the Fourth

International in | ondon was sent to the new British ambassador,
Lord Halitax, by the Socialist Workers Party this wecek.

No direct word has been received [rom those arrested, or
frem their organizatien m Britam. The first word of their arrest

was learned frem a small jtem
ol December 17, which has just

i the London News Chronicle
arrived here

The Sceialist Workers Party's letter to Lord alifax points
cut that the charge made against the four men s plainly a

[rameup.

Under the heading. “Members
of Fourth International Put on
Trial,” the News Chronicle story |
reads:

“Four men, stated to be
members of the Fourth Inter-
national, were charged with !
conspiracy at Leeds Assizes
yesterday.

“They were also charged. un-
der the Defense Rgulations,

with ‘doing an act likely to as-
sist an enemy.’

“This referred to the alleged
removal of medical cards and
other stationary from the
Ministry of Labour office in
Sheffield to London so that men
liable for military service
might secure unlawful exemp-
tion.

“Two of the prisoners worked
in an engineering factory, the
third was a Ministry of Lahour
medical orderly, and the fourth
was a crane driver.

“The hearing was adjourned
till today." |

A CRUDE LIE | ible with membership in the
2 ) ) VIR ¥ B V1 ) n

In branding this story as "”i organization.
obvious lic, the Socialist Work-|  “These facts ean  readily be-

ers Party ealled upon Lord Hali-
fax to previde it with the names
of the mrrested men, and to ar-
range Lhat an attorney, to be
designated by the Sociulist Work-:
ers Party. shall confer direetly |
with those imprisoned.

“ourselves, disdain to conceal
our true views. They. like our-
selves, are not pacifists, but
Maixist revolutionists, who be-
lieve that only a Workers’
Government can pul an end to
this war. They recognize the
necessity of the revolutionists
to go wherever the working
class goes—to the army, as
well as to the factory. Hence.
although they struggle for
workers' control of military
training and accept no politi-
cal responsibility for any other
system of military training,
they share the fate of their fel-
low-workers and go with them

)
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into the army.

“That is why the May, 1940,
conference of the Revolution-
ary Socialist League, British
Section of the Fourth Interna-
tional. adopted a resolution on
the war which declares that at-
tempts to seek exemption from
military service are incompat-

confirmed in Britain,

“The fact that our British co-
thinkers have not communicated
the news of these arrests to us
makes us fear that the British

[authorities have made it impossj

The lotter of the S.W.P. to f(.-r' them to communicate \\lfh‘
Lovd Halitiax stated: their arrvested comrades.

O b axX SLE .

“If these men are ;uccurzllvl_\'l “We therefore call upon you
identified as members of the la provide us with the names of

British section of the Fourth In-
ternational, it plain to any!
politically literate person that
they could not have sought ‘un-
lawful exemption’ from military
service.

“Qur British co-thinkers. like

is

Harlan Miners

the arrested men, their place of
imprisonment. and Lo sccure per-
mission  from the appropriate
authorities that an attorney des-
ipnated by us confer with the
men and represent them in fur

ther judicial proceedings.” ’

Freed at Last

Al Benson, one of the fony Har-!
lan County union miners serving
lite on murder charges in the 15v-|
arts hattle cases of 1931, was un-
conditionally pardoned Jan. 22 hy
Acting Governor Rodes K. Myeors.
of Kentucky on the ground that
he was innocent. Sentences of the
other three =W, B. Jones, Chester
Taoore. and Jim Reynolds—were
commuted ta 21 years. making
them ecligible for immediate par-
oles.

Mr. Myers. who is Licutenant-

Governor. took this sten under the | And he found the testimony con- | ucic of 1he present-day organ-|son, Minister of Home Se(‘urity.i“la' the paper would be so con-
authority which was his in ihe | cerning the others “so contlicting” ization in China. in his speech in Parliament justi-; ducted as to pre.\'ent the neces-
absence of Governoy Keen John- | that he reduced the eharge against | \i¢ a few of our Chinese com- | ¥ing the suppression. He begins |8ity of action. That hope was
son, who had not yet returned |them  to  involuntarily  man- | a0c” Dodurally, conld vead Bngl-|with a hypoeritical sigh: *Any |not realized and after careful con-
from President Roosevelt's inau- slanshter, and eut their sentences [« 'fhis was not permitted to |step which has even the appear- sxdorn!mn the xovermpvnt has de-
guralion. accordingly.  Mr. Myers declared | 4oy a4 n definitive handicap, how-|ance of a departure from our tra- | cided it would not be justifiable to
The order for Benson's release that he wanted to wipe out “the!over Material published in 7he|ditional poliey of allowing (ree-|allow these newspapers to conti-
was carried Lo the penitentiavy at [ only unsetlled affair of past suire | yriianr including all the wealth |dom of expression for minority | bue any longer.
LaGrange by Idward H. Weyler, | in the Harlan coalficlds.” that came from ‘Trotsky's pen, was|opinions must be a matter lor re-|  «The policy of the government
secretary of the Kentueky S‘H“'i In freeing Benson. he took a, translated and issued in Chinese. gret.' The British ruling class|igs (o0 make minimum use even in
Fedevation of Labor, and Herbert | posponsibility  which  Governor | [t was read, digested. and explain- | has always been skilled al sur-| way time of methods of repression
Mahler of New York, seevetary of [ Johnson had declined to assume - |ed at meetings. rounding its most brutal acts of land 1o confine such action to
the IKentucky Miners I)(jimvlsc. “the responsibility of determining In 14929, The Militant's first | OPPression with an aura of pained | those forces—all of them agents |
They took Benson 1o Ll)l}l.\'\'l”{‘. whether or not the courts made | yoay Trotsky’s letters on the Chi- regret! or allies of reaction—which would
where he planned to walt untilla mistake.” nese qiestion were first published.| The justification for this "de:|consciousiy or unconsciously place
his family come from Harlan | pongon is 44 yvears old; Jones | His letters and articles on the | parture” has stated as follows by | impediments in the way of our
County tu join him, , | »8: Poore 26; Reynolds 50, Spanish revolution came in 1931, | Morrison: war clfort and thus help the en-
\}'m'(l 6t e dohits HORPrRgeS Seven in all were originally [and then the long and illuminat-| It was not for any isolated |emy.”
Action Ko ‘(‘l“‘\l")F“‘("'() th l\('n‘- vonvicted on essentially the same | iNg series dealing with Germany | 1ransgression that these publica- The New York Times (Jan. 23)
tucky Miners Defense lm:uiqu:n; faked cvidenee. Through the ef. i 1931 and 1932 These and the | rions wore suspended but because | . el
‘(“'SI here by "\I”I‘l"."- ““\“-’ .“"‘“_‘ forts of the Kentucky Miners De- | accompanying material provided |they deliberately sought to foster m??mls 5 _mL e o
\\-or.u:(l unceasingly in .h“'m“ (,)', fense. three of these were sot fyee | By The Militant’s editors exercis-|a spirit of defeatism among the Mr:: Mpprison Sald h'ocdom'm|
the Evarts men ever since then by ref'ring Governor Ruby Laf. |ed a profound influence upon the | people and thereby were sovely the press was worth protecting
arrest. l!;mn in 195, ey Worg \\.'illi:nn educition of our Chinese cadves. (rying the patience of the govern- | €VeN when ab‘uscd.‘ .Bnl he slr?ss.
“The state payole  board  will Hightower, then 80: Elzie Phil- And in 1823, in the fateful;ment which was doing its utmost ed that a \v'ulc chl‘ler}'n(-o ox‘xsts
meet next week,” Mahler "xm"i“"lins. and William ludson. weeiks of the Stalinist capitula-|ta win the war. Ihf‘.l\\'ef‘n l:’lkm_:: m:':;lsm.m\!. nslas'
ed. “Meanwhile we will endeavor tion in Germany and the victory | *“Last July the attention of the and allowing the pu.hlu-:nmn ol
to meet the board's requirements | of Hitlevism, The Militant carrvied |m',\\'spun(‘rs ‘the deliberate  pur-

there will be no hiteh in get-

B0

I the

¢hine-guns  hiden in  their auto-
mobiles: and that the prosecution
used faked photographs Lo indi
cate false line of fire fo the
Benson jury, Surveys established
tha! the building from which Ben
son was alleged to have fired a|
rifle was not visible from the bat-
tle scene, 1,900 feet away, because
of tall and wide trees betwecen,
Studying the trial records and
new evidence carefully, the
Acting Governor said he was fully
convineed Benson's

d
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The Militant was born on Nov. 15, 1928 (reproduced at bhot-
tom of photograph) as the organ of the Left Opposition of the
Communist Party. In 1933 the Left Opposition hecame the Com-
munist League of America;: in 1934 it united with the American
Warkers Party to establish the Workers Party, and the paper was
named The New Militant. The fusion of the membership of the

st e gy

Workers Party with the left wing of the Socialist Party brought

forward the Socialist Appeal, which with this issue returns to the
name of The Militant. Each change has recorded a new stage of
growth of the revolutionary forces of the American working

class! (Sce editorial, “Why The Militant”. page 6 of this issue.)

—

The Militant
Our Teacher

"'Democracy And Churchill’s
Ban On the ‘““Daily Worker’’

In China

| We characterize the British government's suppression of the
|! Daily Worker as a blow aimed in reality at the entire working

[ class. and we denounce the complicity of the British Labor Party

By LO SEN

war frouts

working class.
today.
revolu- |

On China's
there are young militant
tionists who will feel a thrill of
pride and recognition when they
see this newspaper once more un-
der ils old masthead, T'he Mili-
tant.

For it was in the days of the

democracy.”

old Militant most especially that |
the young Chinese adherents of |compatible with the theory of de-

the Fourth International were aid- | mocracy.

| leaders in the suppression as an act of treachery against the

“But you come to these conclusions,” someone may perhaps
say, “through your theory of the class struggle. The rest of us,
proceeding from the theory of democracy, have a right to con-
clyde that this suppression may be justified if it preserves

Let us sce! We ourselves do not for a moment leave the
solid ground of the class struggle. It is child’s play to demon-
strate, however, that the suppression of the Daily Worker is -

Daily Worker was cailed to the

innocence, |

ed by this paper in unifying their
ideas and coming together to form

across ten thousand miles the ral-
Iving spirir needed 1o hielp them
that terri-

overcome the cifects ol
tie defeat,
Qup Chinese comrides have al-

L

.!

)
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Benson and the others were ae-| 8 :u wiays had o sound and profound
£ = . . :
cused of conspiring to murder :: at -: conceryt with international events
three deputized coal-company gun- | N “in the working cluss movenmont
R p 5 esstan NI} " o g
nien who were killed in the ]7:\‘81“5':: en d, Broad l:.‘uu(l The ilitant helped edneate
battle May 5, 1931, But the de- .: & Wm. Sis. :‘llhiS copcern, dirvecet i, enlighton
o L . ’
fense had presented a mass of :- ¥ B it in the days when our voung
. LA 9 e N
new cvidences {o show that they -: COhen S AL hinese opganization was still (ry-
S PR . H ) - o | ine fle wav oleass
were ll.n]mo(ll up by anti-union " Confechonary' :; l'n» Ilu fizht its way clear of the
1orces; thal Lhere was no conspir- | o , - = deddening effeets of the revolu-
11 SPRINGFIELD AVE h . : ; ‘

acy; that the hattle was provoked ; e CO(:II‘L Hous:: E lionary defeal in China of 1927,
when the “deputies”™ and others e * Of course there is no essential
atlacked a picket-line with ma- | w"a"w"s"s"s"a"s"s"s"s" "a"w"e"s"s" s | dillerence, whether the name on

Let us begin by quoting the ar-| provisions of the defense regula-

guments given by Herbert Morri- | tions and the hope was expressed

onr masthead be the Socialist Ap.
peal, the New Militant, or The
Militant. Our program is the sanie,
our fight the same. But the pres

ent writer, who like so many

others was led out of the Stalinist |

morass by the old Militant. feels

pose of which are to weaken fhe |

will of our people.’

“He said the Daily Worker had
omitted from its columns anything
caleutated to encourage coopera-
tion and had 'by every device of
distortion and misrepresentation
sought ta make out that ouy peo-

4 thrill and a pride in the con- ple have nothing to gain from
tinwity and the integrity of ouwr vietory and that the hardships

program symboiized by our yeturn
to the orviginal name. Ouy com-
rades on 1he ligthing [ront ten

and sulferings of warfare are un-
necessary and imposed by a cal-
lous government carrving on a

thousand miles across the sea will | selfish conflict in the interests of

feel that same (hrill,
Militant send them
salute,

our militant

We of The|the privileged classes.

The Daily

Worker represented the United

States assisting the Allied cause |or

not for the purpose of defending
freedom and democracy but mer-
ely for the purpose of profitecr
ing from every extension of the
war."”

HITLER COULD HAVE SAID
THE SAME THINGS!

We have qgooted all his ar
length o that thoughtful workers
can study it carefully. Observe
that, apart from its tone of wist-
ful regret and its formal obeisance
to the abstraction “democracy,"”
there {8 not one reason given by
Morrison which might not have
been employed by lHitler for the
same purpose.

Through the entire explanation
runs the single substantial thread:
the paper was suppressed becanse
1 ospoke against the war and the
government. Suppression is justi-
lied of "“those forces which
would conscionsly ov  unconsci
ously place impediments in the
way of onr war effort.” In other
words, any systematic criticism
of the government or its conduct
of the wayr, whether or not it is
made with toteatist intent,

cshould. the government contends,

be suppressed.
THE PRINCIPLES OF
BOURGEQOIS DEMOCRACY

The British government's alibi
plainly violated the avowed prin-
ciples of hourgeois democracy,

Voltaive formulated most precis
cly the democratic concept which
was the flaming banney of the
capitalist class in its bloody con-
flictg with the feudal rulers.

Voltaire said:

“I abhor everything you say.
but T will defend to the death
yvour right to say it.”

Ifor centuries, the hourvgeois de-
mocrats  pronounced this prin-
ciple. At first, fighting for free-
dom against feudalisni, they pro
nounced it sincerely.  Since then
they have abserved it more in the
breach than in the observance,

Finaily, Supreme Court Justices
Holmes and Drandeis. sceking a
rational hasig on which 10 aceem
Voltaire's principle aml  yet  al
the same time guarvantee the con-
tinuation ot the bourgeois state,
limited Valtaive's doctrine as fol-
lows: that the government had
no power (o SUppPress any group
utterance unless the govern-

Notes From

~ Latin America

CUBA :—Some time ago we reported the steps taken by the
forces of the Fourth International of Cuba to transform their
propaganda groups into a fighting party of the revolutionary
masses. As a result of these steps, according to the latest in-
formation we have received, new contacts were established in
raany parts of the country where there had never been any be-
fore; among these is a new branch in one of the most important
railway centers of the island. Serious efforts are also being made
to stabilize the issuance of the paper, “Cuba Obrera”.

= * ¥

BOLIVIA :—The Revolutionary Workers Party, section of the
Feurth International, informs us that it now has over 100 mem-
Lers, and a particularly important branch, with a large follow-
ing. in the mining region of Potosi. This mining branch is now
trying to establish others in the mining territory. Several stud-
ents’ organizations, formerly quite conservative, now play under
new leadership a progressive role in Bolivia.

£

%

URUGUAY :—The Bolshevik-Leninist League was able not
only to consolidate its forces, hut to gain new valuable comrades.
It publishes “La Battalla”. The GOR. which Shachtman calls the
“Uruguayan Secction”, was oviginally composed of two persons
(M. and I.) who, like Shachtman, deserted the ranks of the
Fourth International; but, the so-called GOR has now been re-
duced Lo one person, M., L. having retired to private life.

® * ok

The Latin-American forces of the F.I. are making a special
effort to give wide circulation to the Manifesto of the Fourth
International on the War., The Grupo Obrero Revolucionario of
Avgentina publishes this Manifesto in a pamphlet splendidly set
up. The comrades of the Liga Obrera Socialista have published
the manifesto in a speeial issue of the paper “Inicial,” issued in
6000 copies. In Mexico as well a pamphlet containing the Mani-
festo is being prepared. Comrade Q of Argentina has just ar-
ranged for the publication of two pamphlets by Trotsky which
will contain some of his writings dealing with the problems of
building the F.I. and the war question.

S

The reaction of some of the Latin-American workers against
the GPU assassination of Trotsky is indicated by the following
facts: The Fifteenth Congress of the street ear workers of Buenos
Aires, upon motion of Garcia Fuentes, rese for a minute of silent
homage to the martyred revolutionary and expressed their in-
dignation against Stalinism. The wood workers’ union and allied
trades alse protested in resolutions against the assassination,
overruling the objections of the Stalinite agents in the union,

“CONTINENTAL DEFENDERS"”

In this period when we hear so much about the establish-
ment of American armed angels for the “defense of democracy”
on the American continents. it is worth while mentioning a few
instances of the behavior of these angels in those places where
they have been able to enforce their authority, namely in Porto
Rico and Cuba. These “defenders of continental democracy” have
reached such a point of brutality that the native population of
Porto Rico, as a means of self-defense and in indignant protest,
put pressure on the owners of public places to prohibit the ad-
mittance of men in U. S, army uniform. Three American Navy
men, stationed al the Guantanamo Station killed a Cuban native,
as a result of which the whole population became so indignant
that, for fear of riots against these “saviors” and “defenders”,
the authorities were forced to close even the local post office.

The “old deal” and “New Deal” of Wall Street are main-
taining and keeping Porto Rico oppressed and suppressed as a
U. S. eolony; anyone who dares to fight for the national liberation
of this island finds his place in the penitentiaries of the U, S. In
recent times. and precisely under the administration of the New
Deal “good neighbor” policy, quite a few of the nationalist lead-
ers of Porto Rico, such as Albizu Campos, Soto Velez, Corretjar,
etlc., have been thrown into the jails of the U. S. for the “erime”
of having fought for the liberation of their country from Wall
Street domination. A good picture of the state of terror imposed
by these “guardians” of “democracy” and “national respect” is
feund in the following case, which was reported in Bulletin No. 5,
published by the Cuban Committee for the liberty of Porto Rican
Patriots: Francisco Lopez Quinones, editor of the weckly Pro
Republica. was sentenced to a year in jail for “insulting” Frank-
lin Delano Roosevelt publicly.

Senator Smothers of New Jersey, who feels so indignant
about aggression against “small” nations that he is willing to
send American troops to Europe, introduced a resolution in.the
U. S. Senate asking the annexation of Cuba as a state of the
union,

*
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General Jorge Ubico, so-called President of Guatemala, has
executed 13 conspirators who attempted to overthrow him. This

member of Mr, Roosevelt's “democratic bloe” of the “new world”
yules that little country as a feudal lord. Stalin and Hitler can
learn from him when it comes to the suppression and oppression
of uny opposition group; anyone who dares to express a view
against him simply disappears without trace or trial, executed
behind closed doors in strict secrecy.

ment in “clear and present
danger’” ol being immediately des-
troyed by the group against whom
measures ol suppression ave taken,
Short of such an extreme and im-
mediate blow at the existing state.
in which the life of the state is
clearly in the balance, the govern-
ment cannot abridge the rights o!
speech and  press  of  any
aroup. Ortherwise democracy can-
not be said to exisl, Such in hrief,

was

froee

is the famous Holmes-Brandeis
“elear and present danger” doc-
trine,

BY THESE PRINCIPLES THE
BRITISH .-\(I'I'I(I)N IS DAMNED
Within
bourgeois democratic
laid down by Voltaive,
and Brandeis, can the “democratic’
Dritigsh  2overnment justity fhe
suppression of the Daily Workey?
Obviously not.  The small Com
munist party of Great Britain not
only constitutes no  “clear and
present  danger™ to the RBritish
state, it is scarcely even i poten-
tial menace,

frantework of the
principles
Iolmes

the

Tiis aet illumines the faet hat
British capitalism can no longer

afford the luxury of "democracy.”
Tt does not fear the feeble British
Communist party, or the agegrega-
tion of parsons, students, profes-

sors and petiy-boufgeois pacifists

who made tip the bulk of the Stal-
inigt Peoples Convention recently
held in London. Whut it fears 1s
the British working class.

The Duily Worker was banned,
not becanse it was a “clear and
present danger.,” but precisely be-
cause the government struck at
the weakest link in the working
cluss.  The Stalinists, smeared by
the Stalin-Hitler pact, could not
muster great mass support in de-

| fense of the Daily Worker. There-

fore the government could chance
Iiis suppression with relative saf-

tety—and thereby establish a pre-

cedent for proceeding likewise in
the coming months against other
sections of the Jabor movement
which it would hesitate to strike
at without first creating the pre-
cedent of the Daily Worker.

The suppression of the Duily
Worker is symptomatic not of the
“temporary” crisis ol war, but of
the permanent. erisis of a whole
social system in its death agony.
The Dritish and American “de-
mocrats’ are hurling death-blows
at their own state-form, Jong be-
tore Iitler can get within reach-
ing distance,

That is why the struggle of the

working class for freecdom las
nothing in  common with the
Roosevelt-Churchill wayr for *“de-

mocracy.”
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Babcock-Wilcox
34 five-und-dime stores of Neis-
ners Bros, heve, today won the
Michigan.
After weeks of  picketing  in
andd hlind-
ers, members of the United Re-! pojiowing an asreement
tail and  Wholesale  Employes hoiween nnion amil compiny  of
. OV wmyico - a 4% . vooenle . v
§3 u week raise, a 48 hour week. | workers of 1he Babrock-Wilcos Co
union  recognition, time and 2 (paay ratified the terms of a new
days a year, and seven paid holLI The strike was called by Loca’
days yearly. 14349, United Electrical, Railio ant
5 . s anle
54 hour weck. . which has a virtual monopoly op
The agreement was ratified at [ the manunfaeture of boilers for
The strike veccived the support The settlement included an in
of the entire organized labor |crease of five cemts an hour, ris

1200 Detroit Girls
Win Neisner Strike
DETROIT, Jan. 26—1200 fight-
ing @il strikers, emploved in the
Strike Is W
first union contract ever secoved | rl e s on’
from a chain store outfit in Get wage Raise
sub-zero weather in
ing snow-storms, the girl strik-! BAYONNE., N. J. Jun
union, CIO, forced the hosses 0] jiejuls yesterday in Washington
terms, The contract ealls for Aa meeting of the 150 striking
half fer over-time. seniovity, paid ' copppaet granting wage increase:
acations.  six paid - sick-leave | ang improved working conditions
Balore the stiiks, .lh" ; p,ir]‘ Machine Workers Union, €10, on
clerks had been paid $12 for a January after the company
a mass meeting of the strikers 1he U, S. Navy, had retused all
today. major demands.
movement in this area. Thous-|ing the wminimum pay from
ands of werkers joined the pick- cents to 60 cents hourly.

oo

et lines in sympathy with the|  Oviginal demands of the union
strikers, ) were for a 10 cents minimum in
Apart from the sizable sums|erease, paid vacations and 8 paie

which almost every local union
domated to the strike. a unique did not include the latfer two de
feature of the strike was tlml'nlzum]S, Irowever, The company
many union locals “adopted” in-' agrees to take up these mmslion;,
dividual strikers and maintained | with the union in July.
them with regular weckly sums Also included in the contract
during the strike. is tite 40 hour week, with time
Although the strikers were 'and a half for overtime and ror
Very youthful, averaging between | Saturdays and Sundays.

holidays yearly. The agreement

16 to 20 years of age, they The strikers kept the plant shut
handied themselves  like union |completely with mass picket lines
veterans.  This victory gives afon a 24-hour a day vigil. The

boest to the organization of all
the store clerks in this vicinity,
estimated at over 100,000.

strilke was well supported by the
local wnions, inclnding several
AFL locals.

UAW Opens
Chicago Drive

Two Hundred Thousand Chicago Members

renched

MICHAEL CORT

Wwaere

By
the workers

1917-18, they
the In retnen for their help
m the world safe Democracy.” in
retirn warking hours at little pay or
erossing the ocean to kill the German workers,
were from the a Jand it
When the war ended, the

Wihen
carnage
things by

the
nuiny

dragooned into

ol were  promised

hosses,
“making for
lor long

they 1o hosses

for heroes 1o ve in”

receive

nosses promised, Democriacy was 1o bear ils il
fenit. It did.

Upon the signing of the armistice a gre:at cry
went up from labor for the Jdissolution of the
National War Labor Board. The bosses refnsed
this demand, however, for the ending of the
Board would have technically ended the “no
strike” paet between Wilson and AL Presidemt

Gompers. The hoss strategy was 1o prolong anti-
tabor war measures into peacctime.  For the nexi
veay and a hall tne NWELB continued to act as
a strike-bhredaking ageney in the natne of “national
amergency’’ despite 1the coming peace,  ‘The
only comeession made by the bosses came in De-
cember, 1919 when 1the Board declaved that it
would only azcept cases subniitted by bhoth parties
to any dispute.  However, the Board still kept in

of

force all its wartime decisions.  Not until June
25, 1920 did the Board adjourn subjeet to (he
President’s call.  On August. 12, 1920 the bosses

finally allowed the Board to dissolve.

The bosses were careful not 1o let the Board
die unfil anti-sirike legislation
way through the Congressional mill. The AFIL
leadership, which had been 1he staunchest sup-
porters and defenders ol the repressive machinery
of the NWLB during the war. was abow to reap
what it had sown,

The last six months of 1919 saw a rapid sue-
cession of strikes as the workers attempted to col-
lect on the bosses' wartime promises. Tho most
notable struggles were conducted by the railvoad
workers in California, the steel and mine workers
in Pennsylvania, the firemen in Chicago and the
police in Doston.

was well on its

Gompers-Wilson Honeymoon Ends
Gompers discovered that
which Iwe had voluntarily surrendered to the
bosses in 1917, was not bheing returned to him
no 19200 Al the “patrviols”™ who had wined and
lined and toasted him for three long yvears sud-
leuly turned against him. The five industirialists
un the NWLB, with whom Gompers had enjoyed
such unanimity of purpose during the war, led a
cnation-wide campaign for yepressive labor legisla-

the right to strike

hraced the following planks: the enactment of
anti-pickering laws: ovganization ol open-shop as-
sociations i every community; the suspension of
credit in any community where a strike ocenvred
and the placing of the populat.on on 2
cash basis (i, e no eredit to strikers): the pledg-
ing or all business honses 1o hoveoll any pablica-
tion which editorially supported “the of
disorder.”

entire

forees

CGompers found Wis wartime friends denouneing
lom as o menace second enly Lo the “flans.” Moor-
field Story, American DBar Association president,
clbirked on a propaganda tour in which he said:

“Reason (no strikes) must apply now as
during the war. This association will soon
try to frame a law to make strikes a criminal
offense. These men who control the labor
organizations threaten us with calamities
hardly secomd to those which happened
through the acts of Germany.

Charles Byvang Hughes, now Chiel” Justice of
the Supreme Court, also Iaunched a speaking tour
1o impress the hosses with the necessity of extend-
ind wartime anti-labor measures into peacetime.
In Pirtshurgh on-Nov. 14, 19819, he said:

“We need a. permanent solution to these
problems (strikes). War legislation is not
permanent and war remedies merely attest
a need which may survive them, The time is
at hand when we must establish suitable
machinery for industrial justice...to be fol-
lowed by the refusal to allow the workers
to hold a club over the head of the com-
munity.”

The Fruit of Gompers® Policy

Yet Gompers continued to place trust in the
“greal hinnanitavian in the White IHouse.” In
November, 1919 the United Mine Workers issued
a strike call, only to have the bosses obtain a
court injunction agains' them. The miners threat-
ened to go through with the strike in spite of the
injunction, whereupon Wilson's notorious Attorney
General, Palmer, moved on the scene to crack
down with the rull weight of the Federal govern-
meni. Palmer gave the workers a deadline to
rescind the strike call, upon threat of use of
troops. Gompers was “shocked.” Plaintively he
whined: “We believe that because of conditions
prevalling in this country and by reason of the
fact that the Presidenl of our heloved republic
suffered from a severe stroke, the full measure
of American labor's concept of freedom has not
reached him.”

There is little doubt that “labor's concept of

and John L, Lewis then eancelled the strite eall
Just befove the covernmem's deadline expived,
The hosses” Hrst piece of antbstreike legislation
was cantainal in the Cammins Railvoad Bill, in-
Congress abont 1he Lthe NWLIR
was allowed to die. This hill, which pvovided for
the yeturn of the vailvoads to theiv privite owners
dimd gunranteed

trodueed in Lime

the stockhalders 505

pereent ye-
tirrn o their investinent, anelnded a clause 1har
outlnwed any sirvike on the railvoads. In
ducing the hill, Senator Albert Cummins said:
“...when we advance to the point where
the Government undertakes to fix his (work-
er's)) wages in event of a dispute, when we
advance to the point where we authorize a
Governmental tribunal to enter a decree with
regard to the justice of a particular matter,
there is no longer room for a sirike.”

intro-

Gompers Offers Anti-Strike Services

Gompers took the stump sgainst (his bill, e
campaigzned not so mueh as champlon of lahor's
vight 1o styike, bt rathier as a “reasonsble man”
pointing out e the
proventing strikes. speesh

to hosses hest method  of
In a bofore 1iie Na-
tional Lectarers Association in Washingten, . €,
he said:

“...the aim of the American workers is
to continue work without inferruption except
as rest and recuperation may be necessary.
Thus far we have done wonderfully well.
Thus far the good influences of the repre-
sentative men and women in the labor move-
ment , .. have been effective, but once take
away the voluntary influence which.., we
exert ... and you have taken away every in-
strument which we have been able to employ

in order to gain the good will and voluntary

continued service of the workers of Ame-
rica.”
In spite of Gompers' plea that he wonld be

a better strike-bhreaker than the covernment, the
bosges rall.ed to The Cummins bill and it passed
the Senate by an overwhelming majority.  The
Ll experienced difficulties in the House, hiowever,
and after several months o compromise hill was
passed -which did not the anti-strike
clause. And what was substituted? Why an ar-
b'tration hoard, of @ board composed of
ten members, five appointed by the and
five by fabor. 1Y this board failed to asree. there
wis au appeal board of tive appointed by the Pres-
ident. Shades or 1017
Familiar to the workers. Gompers praotested, bt
it was the parent disowning the child, The Mrank-

conlain

course,

bosses

By now the pattern was

]

The Record of the War Labor Board of 1918

The Price That Labor Paid Even After the War For Gompers

Support of the War

AT, Jeaders during 1he war had boen thelr com-
plene he of the
oo T rove con-
Hitions army.  Ihis
oriminul AL
whoen the soldicrs were demobilized. The end of war
production hod pluneged the country inte i depres-

refusid to defond o Nloresis s0i-

dicrs,  Gompers matde wo H

the

neglicone

ol workers within the

veturned o pligne the

sto, o the demobilizod soldiors alittted the Iabor
nutrker, These romnrnngg men were disitlnsioned, un-
organized, hungry and cimbivtered. They needed jobs
il they them and them
many of them seahbed Mob violence agninst union

Newdded quick, o 2ot
and workingelass political parties tound no little
support The la-
movement had done nothitng oy the soldiers
the the felt

no ties of layvalty 1o orvganized labor.

among these vetinrning soldivrs.
}llll
and soldiers, therelore,

daring wir

Will It Happen Aagain?

This, then, 0s the history of the National War
Labor RBoard which the well
during the last imperialist contliet. And what of

served bosses 80

taday?  ‘T'he voites have changed but the tune
is the same.  Green, Jillman, Moarvay, are the
“roasonable men”  the “patrviots’” in place of

for another NWILEB.
there is o ditforence,  Capitalism is
21 oldeyr today and death paroxysms
are morve violent.  Starvation in a land ol plenty
spawned  atter 1935 the great industrial unions
which did naot exist in 3918, and these unlons
have taught the workers how 1o fight,

Green, ITillman, Murray, will certainly try to

Ginmpers,
Andd
Yoeurs

The stage is set
el

ils

do what Gompers did.  But they do not and
cannot control the labor movement of today as
Compers centrolled the AL of 1918, Then the

trade nnions were primarvily eraft
al the aristoerats ol Lihor.

organizations
: Today the great in-
dustrial unions of the masses are predominant,
Symbolic the new situation is the workers'
arganization in the key war industry-—the United
Auto Workers. Desperately as they have tried,
Murray and John L. Lewis have failed to curh
this mettlesome steed!  Still less can that be done
hy the bosses and their government,

That is why we await the future with con-
fidence in (he American The tervible
gtory of the hamstringing of the lahor movement
duridz the last war will nof be repeated in this
way., The obvious lessons of Compers’
in 1917-1918 will upon the
ol 1911

ol

workers,

betrayal

not be lost workers

Is Slogan At First UAW Mass Meeting

CHICAGO, Jan. 26—With the
slogan 200,000 Workers in the
UVAW-CIO in Chicago". the Unit-
ed’ "Autemobile Workers today
held its first UAW mass meeting
in the Windy City,

Over B00 workers, 20 percent
of them Negroes, braved the
rigors of a typical Great Lakes
blizzard to attend the meeting at
the Amalgamated Center, which
was addressed by George Addes,
international  UAW  secretary-
treasurer, R. J. Thomas, interna-

tional president, and  Ed Hall,
sub-regional director for the
union.

Addes stated: “This country

finds itself in what is termed a
‘defense emergency." We know
from history and experience that
certain interests regard it as a
God-given opportunity to crack
down on organized labor. We al-
so know that in such a time the
union must be more ready to pro-
tect its members and the public
from these profitcers than in any
other period."

“FULL PAY FOR DRAFTEES”|

Addes pointed out that the
General Motors corporation aver-
ages $500.000 net profit every
day, and that it realizes 50 cents
clear profit ¢n every $1 paid out
in wages Lo its workers. The
speaker condemmned the G.M. pol-
icy of offering only 80 hours pay
to draftees, and declared that
draftees should be paid the en-
tire difference between  their
civilian pay and army pay by the
company from a fund set up out
of the huge profits made on war

ernment on the awarding of wai
orders to the labor-law violator,
Henry Ford, had secured “no re-
sults,”

A stimulating report was given
by Ed Hall, who announced the
signing of the first three UAW
contracts in the Chicago area.
The Electro-Matine Corp., at La
Grange, a G.M. subsidiary with
3000 workers, signed the first
contract. At Clearing, an import-
anl industrial suburb with a no-
torious  open-shop  tradition, the
first contract in its history was
won at the plant of the A. C.
Spark Plug Co. The third vietory
was  at the [linois Malleable
Iron Co. in Chicago, which was
unionized in seven weeks.

One of the most inspiring and
rousing portions of the program
was the singing of the “Ford
Song™ hy a girl trio. The workers
showed by their cheers and ap-
plause where they stand on the
Ford drive.

The first and last verses of the
songz, which should be sung in
every union hall in America are:

“In River Rouge the hammers
ring, the wheels go round, the
moiors sing.

Arnd white-haired Henry irules

as King.
He counts his countless mil-
lions there, and through the

smoky. filthy air,
He watches the Fords go by,
by, by. by.

“The workers there are get.
ting wise, they won’t be licked
Ly Hemry's spies.

They know they've got to or-

freedom” did
supported

tion. L. F. Lorec. a member of the Board. stumped

the country in behall of a program which em-

reach
Palmer in the controversy.

(This is the final article in a series of
four, telling the history of the National War
Labor Board during the last war).

Wilson, ror he immediately

Gompers

enstein was largely of his own creation,
Not the least of the erimes committed by the

JAMAICA NEGRO
GROUP STARTS
ON RIGHT TRACK

AFL Food Workers
Convention Plans
Include Jim Crow!

The AFL Hotel & Restau-
rant Workers International is
scheduled to hold its national

JAMAICA, New York City— : < national
AL an fnauguaral meeting of 1he || convention from April 21 1o 26
: , o e N .|| in Cincinnati. 0.

Tamulca Couneil of the: Matlonai|| B Cincinnati Ohi o
Negro Congress, Jan, 10, a cal The convention was origin-

. ally planmed for Toledo, but
was issued o all “sympathetic ov ally pl 4

< cac , wcaus f 2l
sanizalions™ o help protest dis ;“"t ‘I“‘V“"". 'lm‘i‘:::\(;fficl;(::t‘:\t
erimination against Negroes in O LLALS. IWere: . Ing )
e “defense” program unionized to merit the patron-

et . - of icn convention.
Stalinist  peripheral organiza- ”E‘B ‘:’ l‘;‘ “""f “‘L::‘*‘t‘hlhtl, Nk
tions attended in the main, in- u ere’s some g als

wrong with Cincinnati. You
can see what's wrong by turn-
ing to page 18 in the current
issue of “The Catering Indus-
try Employee”, organ of the
intetnationa! anion, and read-

chiding the American Peace Con-
eyesg, i Stalinist controlled union
local, the Brooklyn section ol the
National Negro Congress, and sev-
wral chureh groups,

Gne of the local issues was & 3 ! x
cenltural” exhibit on the Negwe || ine the list and description of
. S poseTye S il

people displayed prominently i the h"“lls reserved if”‘ ‘.h‘f l‘:‘;
Grants’ Department store on Ju lezates. It you read careiully.

wou will be hit by this:
MANSE HOTEL
“At 1004 Chapel
(Colored delegates).

muica Avenue, A delegation con
sinced the owner that the display
should be removed. The theme of
_he disptay was the life of the

Street
rlv h ey

Birth Control Is No Panacea, But It
Deserves Labor’s Aid Against Reaction

By ANTOINETTE F. KONIKOW, M. D.

cdareld (o vote in oppesition 1o the lthat subject. To them birth cons

The achievements of the birth control movement in this dictates of their churel, there gyol meant Maithusianism.
country are scarcely secure. The movement in the past has been  must be many more in agreement  What is the main significance
successtul in almost 21l states. The first clinic was opened in 1023 Who dare not express themselves. fof birth control for the workers

and their families? 1t provides for
planned patenthoad and spacing
ol their family. which permits the
working wonin to combine work
and the joy of motherhood with-
out exhausting her Lealth or, the
It makes

in New York. Tadat there are reported to be 329 clinies i the!
United States. But birth contral has been declared illeaal in twao
states— Massachussetts and  Connecticut—and - can under-
mined elsewhere as well.

A brief history of the legal status of birth control in this
country may be helpful. The Comsteck law of 1873 which pro-

Working  cluss  parvties have
rever officially taken a stand on
the nuestion of hizth comtyol. The
mair reason is, no doubi. that
the leadership of the hivth control
| movement has been entirely in the

e

oy ; : : ; ! hands of middle class eloments, | Well beng of hier child.
hibited the trade and circulation of obscene literature and wrticles | oy o whom ate still followers | Dossible a slightly better standard
of’ imumdral sk apécifically - 'mlhx s :l: _nlw. to Le haryi l]; Lof the almnst extinel theory of | OF Hving for the average family.
cludes birth conwrel with abortion € session. oy " WIGIY N 2 : | The working woman has more
and obseene literature and art- ""‘;‘;"Si‘l";""l alid k:“""' . M‘-l\ll:;:!lzw T m—— leisure ta develop politically and
3 TR A sders aw sti assachusetts and Conneetient # e i ‘_ : : articipate abor oreaniz: 5.
;T}le:]);:::io:: uBi“ttla;]('sl‘“};:l;::'lt: muy  well signify the beginning of the 18th centavy in England. !;‘lll’!‘“ I‘]‘,)r::,]“};l l;::(l (1:‘!:(::?:‘(‘1‘31(;:;(1
similar la\\'s.. Eight stutes—New |©F @ reactionary wave which may eluinyal That porgty wis .dm- ol with I'umil.\" responsibilities and
York. Ohio, Colorado, Indinng,|2Uempt o destray prozvess niade Hhe fact Hintibive manafRan. hot: worries, ean participate more ful-

' : N aaal: Plin tiis field alt over (he countiy. | nlation was move vapid than the | = ig ; SRR
Iowa, Minnesota, Nevada and CATHOLIC OPPOSITION \V.r”}n'odm-!inn of  faonstuits: He Iy in his union or party.

- ‘ . . A

Wyoming added provisions which
exempt from prosecution by this
law physicians using, applyiag or

Bivth control is by no nieans
a panacea for the evils of capital-

ism, but does coffer some respite

PISTINTERNAL DIFFICULTIES | preached abstinence ta the poverty
stricken waorkers ol England (cap-

One of the strongest opponents

orders.

Aove all, the speaker conclud-
ed, the workers must not give up
their strongest weapon, their
right to strike.

ganize

To secize the opportumity and
join in working tnity,

They won't let this chance go
by. by. by, by.”

A . 3 . italism had just begnn to develop)
colored people in the South. The have a‘a‘l‘l‘b"' a"f"“:"d““"“ 1)1c:~c,|1b|x.g' an  instrument o1 o‘f birth “fn;m]-- .s, the (.’llhn‘]:t us @ means of improving theip |10 workers daving the period of
management apparently had nc || for 150 delegates, e}‘ - article for the cure or prevention Chureh, whic '\“H‘l' <' consic "';‘ N onditions.  His  followers. the | Pondage under eapitalism. Work-
idea there had been a Civil Wa In pl;m.‘n English, ‘1 1is 151 lL of disease. IIo\\'cVO‘n". in other 1112.11(»11.'¢\ in Massac msets where | o0 s (New  Malthus | €', and  partienlarly politically
in the United States which ender | | hotel assigned ¢ Mpiﬂnn Cies || states the need for birth control | 41 fn (of ;;wx lwm\]“m" ¥ catlis fnst substituted bivth control for [developed w o r k e r's, should
with legal emancipation of the Ne-| | gates, .‘\hllu white (’L('Lﬂ (;_ information was s0  apparent ““(i In 1o -‘f’k" 1SS decture L nence,  Like Malthus, how- | therefore  protect  against  the
2ro people. The delegation intends || are assigned t¢ ”‘C”I‘ “"“f ol || everywhere and public opinion so | by Margaret SRILEY WAs, AITANGL Ml (ine danalacs overpopula- |0 s Toughit of reactionaries,
. . o sls g 3% s . T - . e o v Firs ‘oneregi- ! ‘ : y SEA % % p
to continue its work and press the || seven other hotels. '; !’ AMer 1 ppuch in its favor that the laws|to h h‘"“' i the Fivst Conevegae 00 conree of all evil in the | Whatever progress has been
management to hire some Negroes. English, !Iu: Ne‘glo H;'.et’:-'\“‘-" against it have not been enforced. | tional Chnreh.  Catholic inllusnee warldpoverty, war, eote.  Seem- |Made toward  permitting.  the
None of the departiment stores em- | | are to be Jim Crowed! In several instances where ar-|prevailed upon the chireh com- Vristly ”H_”: Meories  received | Spread ol birth control informa-
¥ : vendiips! Tio . in- . . “Sre 03 s erniiss = ; oE %

ploy Negro sales girls although Fom.l workers! Let your in rests were made of lectdrers on | mitiee Lo \Allh(l'lu\\ permiss fon 1o mush Support hecause the practice | 10N Unions with health centers
there is a large Negro population || tevnational office hear in m0 |1 1i4h control  (myself, for ex-|Nold the meeting.  Upon prans- 000 B0 0 spread rapidly |should provide for birth control
in Jamaica. uncertain terms ‘h“‘: the p"‘:z ample) or authors of books deal-|levence to the Holyoke lnrn\]vr('n; and the birth rate has declined :n |€linies administered by efficient

Other speakers at the inaugural || Evessive food workers won ing with sex problems the cases|Similar pressure was exerted and| industrially advanced countries. | Physicians. Birth control often

meeting outlined how the Negroes
found it impossible Lo obtain jobs

stand for Jim Crow practices
in their union!

were quashed and some even won

in the war industries of Queens

The
nevertheless,

the hall bhroke its contract,

This, howerver, does not denote an
meeting was held.

serves as a means of introducing

THOMAS LAYS DOWN

The speech of R. J. Thomas
was the weakest note of the even-
ing. His words reflected his com-
plete capitulaticn to*the pro-war
forces and the Roosevelt admin-
istration. He urged the workers
to joih the union with the state-
ment, “Union organization is a
vital part of national defense”
instead of pointing out that the
workers need the union precisely
because the employers are chiscl-
ing on the workers rights under
the pretext of ‘‘national defense.”

To show where the sentiments
of the workers really stood on

If the Ford workers do this, the
song ends: “On every highwag
reath the sun, they’ll watch the
Fords go by, by, by. by—WITH
A UNION LABEL!”

Strike Deadline
At Whelan Drug

Whelan's big New York
drug store chain is to be
struck at midnight F+i ay, un-
less the company meét the de-
mands of Locel 1199 of the

the war question, when Thomas
stated, without any connection
with the rest of his talk, “We
qant no involvement in the Euro-
pean conflict.” he was greeted
with a salve of applavse, When
he followed this by “We must he
prepared by falling in line with
the defense program’ he was met
by stony silence.

In reference to the Ford union
drive, Thomas was compelled to
admit that his protest to the gov-

Retail Clerks (CIO).

| Backed by an overwhelmina

‘ sirike vote of the membership,
the union demands a 15 per

i | cent increase in the present

'l lew wage scale. and a four-

l hour cut in the hours worked.

Subscribe to the
“Fourth International”

suzh as the Ford Instrument Com
pany. subsidiary of The Sperr
Gyroscope Cco. Which manufac-
tures bomb sights and other air
plane instriments; the Brewster
Afreraft Co.; the Fairchild Instru
ment Co.; the Republic Aircraflt,

the armed forces who face the res-
trictions of the local draft boards.
Not once d.d they utter a word
about the exelusion of Negroes
from the air corps, tank corps.
sipnal corps. The bankruptey of
the Communist Party was proved

. Brooklyn, of which Jamaica g )
T;c‘ part hin a |.”.ée share of by their silence on these sorely
wnx‘- 01"(Ie1‘§ pressing problems.

B As in the past, the Stalinists

STALINISTS TRYING
COMEBACK

1t I8 obvioug that the Stalinists
Jlseredited Dy their wholehearted
surpori of the Roosevelt Jim Crow
adm_nictration in the days before
the Liitler-Stalin pact, are mnow
making an attempt to stage &
comeback bid for the support of
the Negro people.

The Stalinists at the meeting
evaded discussion on a policy to

merely wish o use the Negro peo-
ple as a pawn in furtherng Stal-
in's foreign policy. Once they have
gained their ends, they will let
the Negroes down as they have
done before.

The Jamaica Council of the Ne-
gro Congress is starting out along
the right path, Its fight locally
and nationally for jobs and the
right of Negroes to enter all de-
partments of the Army and Navy

fight diserimination against Ne-[must be supported. All those who
groes in the armed forces. for the | join in this struggle must unite
Stalinists have nn policy on this|ranks against the governments

Jim Crow policy, and at the same
time continue unrelenting oppesi-
tion to the Stalinists who have
betrayed this struggle before and
will do so again.

key problem. Not once did they
advocate equal rights for (hose
Negroes now n the Navy and Ar-
my. Not once did they say one
word for those desiring to enter

by the defendant. because the C10 Textile Workers acceptance  of  Neo-Malthusia | IPto Working women’s organiza-
§ € ©) g O S p i i idead
DANGERS CONFRONTING ()?l'vledollll‘il' headguarters 1o the thebries bt 48 '.'”' result ."" pres :;(,"l::g::e :ﬁ?:{e “:L:i HOfl Slass
BIRTH CONTROL ADVOCATES | Bitrh Control Conmitiee. It is| ¢ l.', e LU R .bnre nl‘.\\'mnen to Ctlllel sz(lu::eumf.
But this was at the diseretion  very gratifving to note that n‘m’x hl('.' . s 2o s s&ru:;alism by approaching ‘th(\?n
of fhe courts which at that!workers' organization displayed | Indusirialism.or upthaliem’ BUb e 5 uil et ee o fisin cpired:
period chose thus to interpret the | independence of action and zn in- \von.\en.m Lthe [actories, offices ane fain 2 S
state of federal laws. At any time. | teyest in birth control, professions,  Women had 1o com \‘0 doubt under socialism there
however, the law may be enforced he sirong frend in favor of [Vine work with child-beaving | o0 T Inereise of povalition
as it is today in Massachuset!s | hirtly control is evidenced by the | Birth €ouirol was woman's pro for “"" Ay n‘t‘. ihs »(!u F“ w'li
and Conneclicut, without any pro-| fact that even the Catholic Churel | (oSt against sulfering under capi have di:alvl:vnl'e(! Hu(\\'.ml'ery Wo:'n-
vision allowing physicians 10| had 1o accept a  compromise. tuli'sm.. Working men and woner h will' ot 'ngr;\c- to he l'norply
prescribe  birth control methods | While it vigorously opposes the | ¥R hirth contvol information no: child-bearing ;11111'1111199 'fho 'fam-
even for the protection of health' seientific method accepted by phy-' l'm" tear-ol [nlure-worll oveepepil ily will be iimilvd !m reasons of
(except in the above mentioned |sicians, it approves a form of [#1on. hut to prevent it in their| oo 0" S5 provide more t'me
eight states). In 24 states where|bhirth control deseribed in Dp. | OWD "'m?mmms' 10 keep: lunge: ."a‘r llmﬁlhinnn-nl of educa(lon
there is no law applieable 10 birth | Latz's book "Rhythm.” The phy- from their own. doors. and (Elllllll:('. l.’.n(ler socialism
control, among which are Illinois, | siological theory upon which this I is important to isolate hirtl | gppqy strides will he made-in tht;
Michigan, Rhode Island and New |system is based has been proven |toutvol from its stepfather Multh | soientific research on this sub-

Hampshirve, the Federal Comstock |ralse by qualified research work. Usianism. Many  revolutioniste

ject and the education and ins-

bill can be utilized. It is obvious, however, that the identily this escape theory of thi |\ ruotion of all on planned parent-

Many attempts ta exclude birth | Catholic church has been foreed middle class with the support 0i [ hood, There need be no fear that
control from the anti-obseenity |to abandon its austere opposition | birth control by the masses. Leninp population will decrease for if
law were made. In 1924 Lwo sen-|fo all forms of hirth control. Cath- | expressed himself strongly a2ains' | aven under conditions today Dar:
ators were found progiressive|olic women are demanding th"’“'”' control but in actuality ar-|ams  stitl  want chlldren“e\'en
enough to infroduce such a bill|right to hirth control informa- | 2ued against the Neo-Malthusial | houeh it means extra ;;ri\'ntion
but it met with defear, In 1924 tlon. theory. and hsufreriug. how mueh more
a bill exempting physicians. hos- The Ladies® Home Journal, in In Soviet Russia (1926) my in |will that desire be manifested
pitals and licensed c¢linies fromja poll in 14938 on hirth control, | terest in their birth control work | when society will have everything
the provisions of the Comstock reported 51% of Catholic women |usually inspired the remark, “Oh' | to offer children—health, 'educa-
law was heard by Dboth Senate|voting for it. 83% of them ex-|[you are a Malthusian." 1 had

‘ion and the opportunity to det-

and House and actually passed by | plained that they favor it because

long discussions with leading peo-

elop into happy, useful people.
ple, among them Clara Zetkin, on

What parent would ask for more?

the Senate in the closing days of |of limited family income. If 51%
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FIGHT WITH THE
SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

ON THE WAR FRONT:

For:

1. Military training of workers, financed by the gov.
ernment, under control of the trade unions.

2. The establishment of special officers’ training
camps, financed by the government and controlled
by the trade unions, to train workers to become
officers.

3. Confiscation of all war profits—all company books
to be open for trade union inspection,

4. Expropriation of all war industries and their
operation under workers' control.

5. Trade union wages for all workers drafted into the
army,

6. Full equality for Negroes in the armed forces—
Down with Jim Crowism.

7. An end to secret diplomacy.

8. A peoples’ referendum on any and all wars,

AT HOME:

For:

1. A job and decent living for every worker.

2. Thirty-thirty—$30 weekly minimum wage—30
hour weekly maximum for all workers on all jobs.

8. $30 weekly old age and disability pension.

4. Full social, political and economic equality for the
Negro people.

6. Workers Defense Guards against vigilante and
fascist attacks.

6. A twenty-billion dollar Federal public works and
housing program to provide jobs for the unem-
ployed.

7. Expropriate the Sixty Families.

8. An Independent Labor Party based on the Trade
Unions.

9. A Workers’ and Farmers’ Government.

Why ‘The Militant’

With this first edition of our enlarged paper,
the banner on our masthead is changed from the
Socialist Appeal to THE MILITANT.

This “new” name is, in reality, old and dear
to us. I was the name of the first publication is-
sued by our movement, almost thirteen years ago.

By returning to this name, we symbolize before
the workers of America and the revolutionary pro-
letariat throughout the world that our party pro-
claims today that program of uncompromising in-
ternational class struggle which we inscribed on
our banner from the first moment of our existence.

The Socialist Workers Party has been com-
pelled by a reactionary federal law, the Voorhis
Act, to discontinue its organizational affiliation
with the World Party of Socialist Revolution, the
IFourth International.

But by this banner, THE MILITANT, we
make known to the revolutionary vanguard every-
where that we remain loyal to our common goal
and principles.

Our original name was never more appropriate
than now. “Militant” implies proletarian activists
in the very midst of the class struggle. Our party
is today made up of such proletarian activists,
and every sign testifies to a new stage of the class
struggle in America, of far greater intensity and
significance than anything that the American
working class has ever known.

Thirteen years ago the name of our paper
seemed to many o be a misnomer. Gur movement
began its separate existence in 1928 as the Com-
munist Left Opposition, defending our program of
international socialist revolution against Stalin’s
reactionary doctrine of “socialism in one country.”
The question of “socialism in one country” seemed
then, to most workers, even to most revolutionists,
the height of abstraction. We appeared to be con-
cerned with issues far removed from the fields of
militant class combat,

The name which we chose thirtecen years ago
proved only too well justified. The “abstruse’ is-
sue over which we first unfurled our banner has
determined the fate of the world during these mo-
mentous vears.

The strangulation of the October revolution by
Stalinism: the slaughter in the GPU execution

chambers of the entire generation that made the,

October revolution; the revolutionary upsurge of
the workers in Germany, ‘Spain, France, China,
smothered by the traitorous embrace of Stalinism;
the parties of the Third International, once flour-

ishing on the Luropean continent and now ground

into dust; Stalin's support, first of the “holy" war
of the bourgeois “democracies” and, then, of the
invasions ol the Axis powers—all this has come to
pass. Cam-Stalin has slaughtered our militants,
not by the tens or hundreds, but by the tens of
thousands.

Yet the counter-revolutionary services rendered
by the Stalinist burcaucracy to the capitalist world

has not availed either Stalin or the capitalists.
Through all the horrors of this epoch, our program
has made its way. Stalin could murder Trotsky,
but not the party of Trotskyism. Our party has
grown, for only our program illumines what has
happened and shows the road out of this epoch of
the death agony of capitalism.

That is why we have survived and grown, while
others who seemed far stronger thirteen years ago
have disappeared. The Trotskyists were expelled
from the Communist Party in 1928 by the Love-
stone leadership; for years the favorite slur of the
Lovestoneites was that we were “Three generals
without an army.” When the Lovestone group first
found itself outside the Communist Party, it could
still call itself "Communist Party (Majority
Group).” Now it has disappeared without a trace.
The Socialist Party used to refer to us contempt-
uously as a “splinter group.” [t has since splintered
unrecognizably, and both its right-splinter, the
Social Democratic Federation, and its pacifist-
splinter, Norman Thomas’ Socialist Party, (now
just split in twain again) are fading from the
scene.

The working class political arena is clearing!
The revolutionary worker is contested for by only
two parties now: ours, and that of the Stalinists.

We welcome the combat. Unwavering in our
course for thirteen years, we enter this struggle
for the leadership of the American working class
with boundless confidence in our final victory.
Then shall come the gigantic struggle between pro-
letarian and oppressor to determine the fate of
mankind! As the herald of ‘our future triumph, the
triumph of the socialist future of mankind, we un-
furl the banner of our first battles, THLE
MILITANT.

A Touchstone

Ask any man how he feels about the Churchill
government's decision that workers may be forced
to labor wherever the government so decrees, may
not leave their places of employment, etc. Examine
any man's answer to that question very carcfully;
for his answer tells you what he will do when sim-
ilar anti-labor proposals are made in this country.

Examine, for instance, William Green's few
words on this subject (reported in the New York
Times, January 22). Green is quoted as saying:

“We cannot consider such a thing here
because there is a different situation in this
country. There is plenty of man-power availa-
ble here and we have not yet reached the des-
perate state of Great Britain.”

Green's words mean:

1. He is not against such forced labor in prin-
ciple. He is for it in Britain because of its des-
perate state”. .

2. That “desperate state” is determined to exist
on the say-so of Britain's rulers. In other words,
Green is only for slave labor when the ruling class
says it “needs” it,

So much for Green and the AFL leadership.
And the ClO chieftains? Not a murmur out of them
so far.

Yet it should be as plain as Philip Murray's
brogue or John L. Lewis' paunch that this anti-
labor move in Britain is the direct consequence of
Roosevelt's "all-out” aid program. The powerful
backing of Washington produces reactionary {ruits
everywhere. The forced labor decree and the sup-
pression of the Daily Waorker in London are the
latest British examples. Washington’s loan to
Chiang-Kai-Shek has been followed by new blows
against the Chinese labor movement. The Latin-
American dictators in  Roosevelt's “democratic
bloc” are now more arrogant and cruel to the
peoples they oppress than ever before.

We repeat: The British events are a touchstone.
One's stand on those events indicate one’s pro-
gram for labor in this country. Trade unionists:
find out where your officials stand on this key
question,

McReynolds Retires

Il Justice McReynolds had announced his re-
tirement two years ago, great clamor would have
shaken the land. Dire portents and prophecies
would have flooded forth from Republican head-
quarters. The news and editorial columns of the
press would have pealed forth like the trumpets
of the Last Judgment. Usually strong, silent men in
silk hats and cutaways would have halted perfect
strangers on the corners of Wall and Nassau
Streets to blubber on their shoulders, “This is the
end, the very end.”

Those were the days when the court-packing is-
suc had the Sir Galahads of the press sharpening
their editorial lances to tilt at the fire-breathing
dragon of “Dictatorship”, and “Bolshevism.” The
idea of a Roosevelt majority on the Supreme Court
brought the flag on the Stock Exchange Building
to half-mast.

Today the retirement of McReynolds and the
fact that Roosevelt now commands an undisputed
majority of 5-3 on the highest judicial body—soon
to be 6-3—cevokes not the slightest stirrings of
wrath.

Why do the spokesmen of Wall Street remain
silent?

Today there is a difference. The petty and
artificial strife of yesterday has vanished. Today
all capitalists are rallying around the [lag, arc
merging their differences for the common good of
their ¢lass. Today American imperialism girds for
a lifc and death struggle with its imperialist nvals.
And the Roosevelt of social reforni, of the New
Deal and the “radical” Brain Trust is already
gathering cob-webs in the attic of ancient history.
Wall Street knows its man.

Today if a stranger should accost any strong.
silent man in silk hat and cutaway on the corner
of Wall and Nassau Streets and cry, “McReynolds
has quit!”, he would be met with a cold stare and
the words, “McReynolds? Never heard of the
gentleman, Who's his broker?”

the power to do what they want

Teachers Union’s Fight
To Protect Its Members

All Unions Should Have Supported Its Struggle To Keep Its
Membership Lists Away From the Rapp-Coudert Committee

Rapp-Coudert Committee.

a contempt order of a lower
court,

Perhaps the foulest aspect of
this situation was the refusal of
AFL officials to come (o the aid
of Local b in this important
struggle.

Local 5's parent body, the Amer-
fran  Federation of Teachers,
adopted a perfunctory resolution
supporting the local's contention
that un.on membership lists are
the property of the labor move-
ment, But, while the decision of
the Court of Appeals was still
pending, the executive board of
the Teachers Federation instituted
proceedings to lift the charter of
Local 5, The list of charges are
a thinly-veiled attack on the "com-
munism" ot Local 58 leadership.
One charge, for example, blames
the local for the fact that the ul
tra-reactionary leadership of the
Central Trades & Labor Counc:l
suspended the local from mem-
hership! )

These opening moves to lift the
Local 5 charter, coming when
they did, were a treacherouns blow
to the moral authority of the lo:
cal In {ts fight to protect its mem-
bership lists.

COWARDS DESERT

A simllar treacherous blow was
dealt by the withdrawal from Lo-
cal 5§, in the midst of the fight
with the Rapp-Coudert Commit-
tee, of a group of so-called pro-
gressives,  including Norman
Thomns Socialists, Lovestoneites
and “Workers Party" elements.
Blinded by their vulgar anti-Stal-
inism, which cannot In practice
be differentiated from the anti-
Communism of the reactionary
war-mongers, these pseudo-pro-
aressives  deserted the union
while it was under fire.

They. together with the rvight-

One of the most dangerous anti-labor precedents created by
judge-made law was established when the New York State Court
of Appeals last week ordered the New York Teachers Union
(Local 5) to hand over its membership lists to the red-baiting

That committee, set up by the state legislature ostensibly to
investigate subversive activity in the schools—actually its aim
is to pave the way for slashing the school budget—had been
balked previously by the union in numerous attempts to seize
the union's membership lists. The Court of Appeals was acting
on an appeal by the union tfrom¥

Teachers Guild who split from
the union several years ago, have
a secret understanding to receive
the lifted Local 5 charter after
the parent body conclndes f{tg
“trial” of the present uniom

If (hese teachers behaved so
treacherously, it is easy to ima-
gine how the city, state and na
tional AFIL leadership behaved.
The net result is a terrible prece-
dent, which will undoubtedly
serve to open other union mem-
bership lists to prying capitalist
politicians and employers.

MINNEAPOLIS CASE

This outcome is in marked con-
trast with the recent ontcome of
a similar struggle which the fa-
mous General Drivers Union, Lo-
ca) 544 of Minneapolis, conducted
for nearly three yvears to protect
its membership lists and olher

admit that Local 541 was absolved
on all the basic charges.

That victory was not won in
court. The judge merely record-
ed, as it were, the victory already
won by the Local 544 leadership
when it succeeded in mobilizing
the entire labor movement to sup-
port its fight to protect the un-
ion's membership lists and re-
cords.

In order to help other unijons
in similar struggles, the Minnea-
polis Teamsters Joint Counc:l has
publirhed a huge edition of a
pamphlet telling the whole story
of the fight. It can be obtaineq
by writing to the Council, at 257
Plymouth Avenue North, Minnea-
polis. Minnesota.

Just as 544's vietory was won
outside the courtroom, so Teach-
ers Local 5 lost its battle outside
the courtroom. The failure of Lo-
cal 5 to secure widespread labor
backing must be analysed by the
Local & membership. Those
treacherous clements who refused
to defend Local 65 must be con-
demned as disloyal to their class.
But after that, one must place
due responsibility upon the Local
5 leadership for the false policies
it pursued which made it impos-
gible to secure widespread sup-
port.

records against a court order re-
quiring the union to surrender

and accountants for a group of
employers' agents masquerading
as injured union members. Local
544 was able to defy the original
court order, thanks to the fact that
the union had the backing, nor
only of {ts own entire member-
ship, but of the whole Minnea-
polis and Minnesota trade union
movement.

In the course of the three-year
battle, Local 544 was able to whit-
tle down the original court order
to the point where the union had
4t the end to present for inspec-
tion only certain financial records
immediately relevant to the case;
and even those records could be
inspected by the finks' attorney
and accountant only in the court-
house and under close supervision
of the union.

And when the case was finally

wing group which calls itself the

tried, the court was compelled to

them to examination by attorneys !

PRICE OF FACTIONALISM
Arrogant, lactional, utterly un-
scrupulous in the vicious methods
it employed 10 destroy honest dis-
senters in the union, the Local §
leadership has never itsell oper-

ated in terms of Joyalty to the
broader interests of the labor
movement.

Typical of its nurrow factional-
ism ig the very fact that not once
hag it referred to the inspiring
example of Minneapolis Drivers
Local 544, although that example
is the most recent, and most di-
rectly similar, to that of the
Teachers Union. The Minneapolis
'e.\'amplo could have been a power-
(ol weapon in the campaign 1o
line up AFL unions to support Lo-
cal 5's fight. But Charles Hend-
lley and the other Local 5 leaders
'pl'e[orrod to give up that weapon,
rather than admil that the mili-
tant and anti-Stalinist Minnea-
polis drivers union leaders had
played such a progressive role,

Conscientious Objectors
Cannot Stop Jim Crow

By ALBERT PARKER
When Ernest Calloway told a
Chicago dratt board last month
that he wants exemption from
military service because he Is a
conscientious objector against the
Jim Crow treatment of the Ne-
groes in the armed forces, he op-
ened up a very important ques-
tion for all those who are serious
about the fight for equal rights
in the Army.
That question is: Should other
Negroes follow Calloway's exam-
ple? Should they declare that they
are against being traived how to
fight, and reluse military train-
ing? Can such a course of action
have a decisive effect on the
shameful treatment of the Negro
goldiers by ihe officer clique in
charge of conscription?

There can be no doubt here, of
course, of our attitude toward the
attacks that the draft officials arae
going to make on Calloway. Al-
ready his local board bas turned
down hig request for exemption,
and although he is appealing their
decision with the ald of the N.A.
A.C.P., it is pretty certain that
they will prosecute and attempt
to jail him if he persists in his
determination not to he drafted,
When the draft officials and the
army bureaucrats launch their at-
tack against him, they will do it
because he has opposed their draft
and has given publicity 1o the
Jim Crow reg.me in the Army.
All workers must defend Callo-
way against such attacks even if
they dou't agree with Calloway's
method.

But it is one thing to oppose
Jim Crowism in the army and an-
other thing to oppose it correctly
and successfully.

WHAT IS WRONG WITH
CALLOWAY'S METHOD

We are certain that  actions
sueh as Calloway's will not have
any decisive effect on the fight
for cqual rights in the armed
torces. It can't, because it leaves
untouched the power of the offi-
cer caste to do exactly whal it
pleases, As long as the labor-
hating, Negro-hating officers have

with the rank-and-file soldiers,

army, Not until their complete
and all-powerful control over mili-
tary training is taken from them
can the fight for equal rights be
won.

What is wrong with Calloway's
method, even if it were followed
by ten other men, or 1000, or 10,
000, is that it does not touch this
main. problem at all. ‘Whether
Calloway is sent to jail or wheth-
er he will be set free will not in
any way affect or diminish the
powers of the officer caste. They'll
still bave the power to Jim Crow
Negroes and treat them as second-
class citizens.

The second major weakness in
Calloways's method (which was
conceived of and proposed by a
Chicago organization Kknown as
“Conscientions Objectors Against
Jim Crow," headed by St. Clair
Drake, who I8 also executive.sec-
retary of the local branch of the
Stalinist-controlled National Ne-
gro Congress) i8 that it does nol
take into consideration at all the
need of the Negro people to learn
the military arts.

This is a world of war and re-
volution today. Every important
question is being decided by mili-
tary means. The Negro people
too will he able to solve their
problems only by struggle against
their armed and trained enemies.
Whoever denies that the Negro
people must master the other mili-
tary arts is misleading and dis-
arming the Negroes in the face

of their enemies. Whoever says
that the Negro people in this coun
try will win their freedom in any
way other than by fighting for
it is miseducating and confusing
the Negro people.

NEGROES MUST JOIN FIGHT,
FOR MILITARY TRAINING

It is correct and necessary tc
maintain our opposition to cons
cription by the boss class, bul i1
is useless to do so unless at the
same time we present some othel
proposal which, while it will elim
inate military Jim Crowism and
anti-labor practices, will also pro
vide for training the workers in
the military arts.

Since the Calloway-Drake pro
posals ignore both the question of
control of wmilitary training and
the necessity for such training.
they cannot be accepted as a pro-
gram for Negro workers.

Since the Soclalist Workers
Party program for trade wunion
confrol of military training has
the answer to both these ques-
tions, it must be pushed by Ne
groes as the only real and practi-
cal solution of discrimination and
segregation in the armed forces.

To push this program requires
not an arms-olded policy of in-
dividual absteution, which by it-
self can never win anything, hut
militant activity to mobilize the
Negroes and the trade unions to

struggle against the bosses Loy its
realization.
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The Split In The
Socialist Party
On Aid To Britain

By ART PREIS

A deep split in the ranks of the Socialist Party
became public in connection with the appearance of
Norman Thomas last week before the House committee
hearings on the Lease-Lend bill,

Coincident with Thomas' testimony, a group of
leading figures in the Socialist Party issued a state-
ment to the press, repudiat'ng Thomas' opinions on
the bill and declaring that he did not represent the
true sentiments ¢f the majority of the Socialist Party
members.

I'he press statement accompanied a petition to
Representative Bloom, c¢hairman of the House Com-
mitee on Foreign Affairs, requesting that a spokesman
of the petitioning group be afforded an opportunity
to speak at the hearing in full support of the bill
granting unlimited war powers to the president.

Thomas Loses His Chief Lieutenants

The extent of the cleavage in the Socialist Party
and the strength of the opposition to the Thomas
faction is indicated by the fact that the petition signers
included Thomas' chief lieutenants. Among them
were Jack Altman, formey secretary of the New York
local; Brofessor Reinhold Neibuhr of Union Theolo-
gical Seminary; Frank Crosswaith, general organizer
of the International Ladies Garment Workers Union;
Alfred Baker Lew!s, former Massachusetts party sec-
retary; Murray Gross, tormer chairman of the Na-
tional Labor Committee ot the Socialist Party: Lazar
Becker, of the New York state committee; and Gus
Tyler, former cditor of the Call.

Those of nus who were in the left wing of the
Socialist Party in 1937 may be forgiven if we laugh
in glee at the sight of this roster of denouncers of
Thomas., Ior these were the gentlemen who upheld
Thomas' right arm as he smote the left wing of the
party in 1937. With their backing Thomas resorted
to the desperate venture of expelling the left wing,
without daring 1o wait for the verdict of an honestly-
elected party convention, The interested reader—
particularly any worker of revolutionary spirit who
may have wandered by accident into the Socialist
Party sinve 1937—should read the story of the 1937
split in tho issues of the Socialist Appeal (now The
Mdditant) of that period. He will find that we predicted
the degenervation of the Socialist Party into a chauvin-
ist.e sect like the Social Democratic Federation, once
the left wing was not there to prevent it. The left
wing is now in the Socialist Workers Party.

Jack Altman, next to Thomas the most important
figure in engineering Lhe split in 1937, predicted in
a press statement last week that the Norman Thomas
group will be repudiated at the S. P. national com-
mitee mecting next month, Altman claimed—and the
next issue of Thomas' ('¢ll has not denled jt—that
the two lgrgest units of the party, Illinois and Wis-
consin, support the Altman group.

Although his name was not attached to this state-
ment, Daniel Hoan, former mayor of Milwaukee, has
already gone completely over to the pro-war Roosevelt
camp. He is now a member of one of Roosevell’s
“nat.onal detense” boards.

W hat the Split Is About

The Altman group has adopted a completely pro-
war position, indistinguishable from thatl of the Roos-
evelt administration, whose policies it now accords
full support.

The split in the Socialist Party ranks is not a
fight between an anti-war proletarian wing and petty-
bourgeois capitulators. It merely mirvrors faithfully
the differences that exist within the capitalist camp,
the “isolationists" veisus the interventionists. At no
point does the confiict in the Socialist Party take on
the aspect of i struggle between two opposing class
tendencies.

The basis of Thomas' opposition to the Lease-Lend
bill was identical with that of Hanford MacNider,
former national commander of the American Legion,
wlho spoke at the same session of the hearings as
Thomas and represented that section of the Republi-
can party and Wall Street who disugree with the
admnistration only on the tactics to be pursued leading
up to the war.

Thomas. like MaeNider, based his principal ohjec-
tion to the bill as if now stands solely on the fact that
it is "undemocratic” and gives the President too much
individual power,

In the same breath that he condemned Churchill
as “an imperialist to the core,” Thomas declared that
he was for aid to Britain and a British victory. Even
in his opposition to the powers given Roosevelt in the
bill, he hastencd to make clear that he recognized
the “excellence” of Roosevelt’s "normal intentions.”

[t is frue that Thomas qualified his support of aid
to imperialist Britain by stating that he is for only
such aid as will help “to repel the Nazi invasion" but
will not assist Churchill in his plans for a “reconquest
of Europe.”

At what point aid to Britain ceages to be for the
purpose of repulsing a Nazi invasion and hecome an
aid o British imperialist ambitions, Thomas failed
1o make elear,

How little principled difference there is hetween
the two Socialist Party factions is indicated by
Thomas' recent endorsement of Mathew Woll's com-
mittee to aid Britain. The program and sponsors of
this committee arve completely pro-war and in entire
accord with Reosevell's foreign policies.

During a battle in the War, a soldier was beating
a retreat tor the vear as fast as his legs would carry
him, when he was halted by an officer,

“Don't delay me,” said the soldier, “I'm on my
way."

“Don’t you know who I am?” the officer replied.
"I'm a general.”

“Go on, you ain't no general.”

“I certainly am.” insisted the officer.

“Oh, my lord,” exclaimed the soldier, as he took
a good look at the officer. “You are. I knew I'd
traveled back a long way, but I didn’t think it was
this far!” '



