
Introducing the 6-Page 'M ILITANT'
(Read our editorial, page 6, to learn why we’ve changed the name of the 

paper.)
TO OUR READURS: W ith this issue, we begin publication as a six-pager. 

Much important class-struggle news which we were unable to find room for in 
the four-pager w ill now be yours each week. In addition, we shall have room now 
to print more analytical articles on the war and the labor movement. And last, 
but at least as important as anything else, we shall now be able to print many 
more letters and articles from our worker-readers.

Help us get TH E  M IL IT A N T  in to  the hands of tlie many workers who 
haven’t had a chance to see our paper as yet. To introduce T H E  M IL IT A N T  to 
new readers, we have made a special arrangement to get it to them at a very 
nominal price. Clip the coupon on page2 and send TH E  M IL IT A N T  to a friend 
for a tria l period.

I t ’s your paper! Help spread its weekly message!
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NO WORKERS ARE HEARD ON WAR BILL
Negro Worker Lynched 
In Government Camp
Mob Murders Him At Camp Blanding; Tragedy Was Possible Only 

Because of Government-Approved “White Supremacy“ System

T he  unpun ished  ly n c h in g  o f  a N e g ro  w o rk e r  on an a rm y  con ­
s tru c t io n  p ro je c t is  re p o rte d  fo r  th e  f i r s t  t im e  by T H E  M IL IT A N T .

T he  s to ry , sen t to  T H E  M IL IT A N T  by a tru s te d  associa te  w ho 
is  now  a t  the  scene, has been made a v a ila b le  to  a l l  N e g ro  and la b o r 
new spapers  fo r  p u b lic a tio n  th is  week. T he  s to ry  fo llo w s :

JACKSONVILLE, Fla., Jan. 21—A Negro worker em­
ployed on a government project at Camp Blanding was murdered 
in cold blood by a gang of Georgia crackers on Wednesday, 
January 8. It happened as follows:

A white laborer lost his shovel. Each laborer is charged 
$5.00 if he loses a shovel. Fhe while "replaced" his lost shovel 
by taking one away from a Negro.

When the Negro laborer asked to have it back, pointing to 
the markings on the shovel proving that it belonged to him, the 
white assaulted him and was immediately joined by a gang of 
G eorg ia  w liit.es  with hatchets,
ham m ers and p inch  bars.

T he  N egro d id  n o t have a 
chance. H e d ied th a t same day 
a t  the  h o sp ita l. He was m u t i­
la te d  beyond re c o g n itio n  and h is 
B ku ll w as fra c tu re d .

I t  shou ld  be po in ted  o u t th a t 
B g rea t n u m b e r o f these w h ite  
w o rk e rs  a t  the cam p are  re a lly  
fa rm e rs  w ho have re ce n tly  been 
re c ru ite d  in to  the  w o rk e rs ’ ranks  
by the  lu re  o f w a r  co n s tru c tio n  
w o rk .

I t  goes w ith o u t sa y in g  th a t 
th e re  was no m en tio n  o f th is  co ld ­
blooded m u rd e r a n yw he re  in  the 
press, n o r was th e re  any s o rt of 
in v e s tig a tio n  by the a u th o r it ie s .

L ib e ra ls  and N ew  D ea le rs po in t 
■with p r id e  to the d im in is h in g  
nu m b e r o f lyn e h in g s  in  the South 
to  show th a t dem ocracy in  these 
U n ite d  S tates does w o rk . T h is  
m a y  be tru e  i f  the  d e fin it io n  of 
ly n c h in g  is confined to  the c las­
s ica l m ethod  o f s tr in g in g  the man 
up on a rope by h is  neck. B ut most 
lyn e h in g s  now  a rc  no t "c la ss ica l.”

H o w  m any ly n e h in g s  o f th is

“ u n c la ss ica l”  k in d  a re  c o m m itte d ?  
No one know s. T hey are  no t re ­
corded anyw here , except in  the 
consciousness o f  th e  N e g ro .

1 heard an eye-w itness account 
o f the m u rd e r a t Camp B la n d in g  
tha t same day. The  fo llo w in g  day 
I  approached a N egro  la b o re r to  
find  o u t fro m  h im  the name o f 
the  m urd e re d  m an and to  probe 
h is  fee lin g s  in  the m a tte r.

W hen he fo u nd  o u t 1 was from  
the N o rth  and a fr ie n d , he spoke 
fra n k ly .  1 asked h im  w h a t he 
was g o in g  to do about i t .

" S ir , ”  he said, “ dow n here when 
a w h ite  m an k i l ls  a co lored m an, 
lie ’s ju s t a n o th e r dead n ig g e r.”

I  suggested th a t  a day w i l l  come 
w hen the. N egro  people w i l l  find  
th e ir  revenge. He b righ te n e d  up 
and sa id . “ Yes, s ir , every dog has 
h is  day.”

T h is  w o rk e r  spent hou rs  t r y in g  
to get fo r  me the  name o f the  
m urde red  m an. A l l  he could fin d  
o u t is  th a t he is a Ja ckso n v ille  
res iden t. N obody know s names

O N THE W AR FRONTS
by G EORGE S TE R N

L a s t w e e k ’s exp los ion  in  R u ­
m a n ia  m ir ro rs  th e  s ta te  o f  a f ­
fa ir s  in to  w h ic h  c a p ita l is t  so­
c ie ty  is  so s w if t ly  descending. 
T o ta l w a r  has led in  R u m a n ia  to  
a lm o s t to ta l a n a rch y . In  th a t  
c o u n try  we g e t a g lim p se  o f  w h a t 
lie s  n o t v e ry  f a r  below  th e  s u r­
fa ce  in  th e  o th e r w a r r in g  n a tio ns  
w h e re  the  e x te rn a l c o n tro ls  are  
s t i l l  he ld  by  the g o ve rn m e n ts  in  
pow er.

In s o fa r  as th e  in te rn a l c o n f lic t  
in  R u m an ia  can be sa id  to  have a 
co m prehens ib le  p a tte rn , i t  w ou ld  
a p p ea r to  be a c o n f lic t  between 
r iv a l  c la im a n ts  to  H i t le r ’s fa v o r.

In  essence, how ever, th e  w a r  
s t ir re d  th e  uneasy b rew  o f  
R u m an ia n  soc ia l and p o lit ic a l 
re la t io n s  and has b ro u g h t to  th e  
s u rfa c e  th e  fo u l and scum m y 
m a tte r  now  fo rm in g  a scabby 
c ru s t  on th e  body p o lit ic .  T he  
peasants, th e  w o rk e rs , th e  
Jew s o f  R um an ia , a re  a t  th e  
m ercy  o f  p re d a to ry  a n im a ls  in  
pow er o r  in  search o f  i t .

I t  is  n o t a new  phenom enon. 
W c  saw  i t  be fo re  in  I ta ly ,  in  G e r­
m a n y , and in  S pa in , w h e re  the 
F a s c is t g angs  to o k  o ve r the  | 
p o w e r on b e h a lf o f  a diseased 
and fa i l in g  c a p ita l is t  c lass no 
lo n g e r  ab le  to  w ie ld  th e  p o w e r 
f o r  i ts e lf .  N o r  w ere  these th e  
f i r s t  ins tances. M ode rn  c a p ita lis t  
so c ie ty  had a g lim p s e  o f  its  
fu tu re  e v o lu tio n  as f a r  back as 
th e  days o f  L o u is  N a po leon  in 
F ra n ce  n in e ty  yea rs  ago, when 
th e  c r im in a l d regs o f  the  coun­
t r y — o rg a n ize d  in to  th e  "S o c ie ty  
o f  D ecem ber th e  T e n th ” — w ere  
e leva ted  to  th e  seats o f  pow er.

C a p ita lis t  “ o rd e r”  is  based in  
a l l  cases u lt im a te ly  upon th e

ru le  o f  naked fo rce . W hen  th is  
fo rc e  can no lo n g e r be w ie lded  
in  an “ o rd e r ly ”  m anne r (a rm y , 
co u rts , po lice ) it. is  t ra n s m it ­
ted to  th e  “ d is o rd e r ly ”  too ls  o f 
th e  re g im e  (F a s c is t gangs, 
v ig ila n te s , th e  Iro n  G u a rd ). 
T he  e lem en ts  in  p a r t ic u la r  
c o u n tr ie s  o r  s itu a t io n s  can 
v a ry . A l l  th e  lin k s  ca n n o t a l ­
w ays be c le a r ly  fo llo w e d — as is  
c e r ta in ly  th e  case in  R um an ia  
now — b u t th e  id e n tic a l essence 
is  the re . D e c lin in g  c a p ita l is t  
so c ie ty  is  e x tru d in g  th e  v ile  
sores o f  i ts  fa ta l disease.

I t  is  in te re s t in g , th e re fo re , 
to  add th e  fo o tn o te  th a t  th is  
w as th e  re g im e  fo s te re d  and 
n o u rished  and held u p  fo r  
tw e n ty  yea rs  by  F re n ch  “ de­
m ocracy .”  R u m an ia  w as th e  
keystone  in  th e  F re n ch  im p e r ­
ia l is t  sys tem  o f a llia n ce s  and 
en ten tes  in  C e n tra l E u rope . 
T he  R u m an ian  a rm y  w as a rm ed  
and equ ipped by th e  F re n ch . 
T he  R u m an ian  re g im e  w as fed 
and supported  by F r e n c h  
m oney. In  (hose d im  days th a t  
ended o n ly  a l i t  t ic  m ore  th a n  
a y e a r ago, R u m an ia  w as th e  
firm  fr ie n d  and a lly  o f  “ dem o­
c ra t ic ”  F ra n ce , i ts  obed ien t 
m in io n  at. Geneva, i t s  fa i t h fu l  
re ta in e r  a t. a l l  th e  con ference  
tab les  o f th a t  fo rg o tte n  e ra .

W h a t we see in  R u m an ia  to d ay  
is th e  spaw n o f  tw e n t ie th  cen­
tu r y  “ d e m o c ra tic ”  c a p ita lis m . In  
the  R u m an ia n  m ir r o r  w c  sec 
w h a t a w a its  th e  w ho le  w o r ld  u n ­
less th e  w o rk e rs  lead th e  peoples 
o u t o f  these d a rk  dep ths in to  th e  
new  h o rizo n  o f  a ne w  k in d  o f  o r- 

' de r, a s o c ia lis t  o rde r.

a round  here. They go by num bers 
on the job.

The w h ite  and the N egro la b o r­
ers are  k e p t d iv id e d  as a m a tte r  
o f p o lic y . The  w h ite s  are  g iven  
the easie r jobs and a ll the  d ir ty  
w o rk  is done by the Negroes. T h is  
g ives the w h ite  la b o re r the fe e lin g  
th a t lie is one step h ig h e r on the 
socia l ladder.

M ind  you, a ll th is  occurs at a 
cam p w h ic h  is  owned and a d m in ­
is te red  by t tic federa l gove rnm ent 
to  t r a in  o u r yo u th  to  "de fend  de­
m ocracy.”  T he  m in u te  I saw the 
cam p I was im pressed by the to ­
ta l absence o f Negroes am ong the 
so ld ie rs . O n ly  la te r  I found  ou t 
that, the re  is a separate section  
u nder c o n s tru c tio n  fo r  th e  Ne­
groes.

W h a t w i l l  Negroes be to ld  a fte r  
j they a re  s ta tio ne d  in  th e ir  J im  
C row  section?  W h a t w i l l  be the de­
f in it io n  o f t ile  dem ocracy they are 
supposed to  defend?

BILL AIMED AT 
“COMMUNISTS” 
IS ANTI-LABOR

A n  A m e ric a n  Legion-sponsored 
b i l l  to  abo lish  the  C o m m u n is t 
P a rty  in  N ew  Y o rk  State, in t r o ­
duced in to  the s ta te  le g is la tu re  
last week, w i l l  he v ig o ro u s ly  com ­
batted by Ihe S oc ia lis t W o rke rs  
P a r ty ,  i t  is announced b y  M u r r y  
W eiss, N ew  Y o rk  Loca l o rgan ize r. 
“ We are  p re p a r in g  an a ll-ou t cam ­
pa ign  to fig h t the  passage o f th is  
b i l l , ”  Com rade W eiss stated.

“ I t  is  o u r d u ty , as a p a rty  
w h ic h  defends the  in te re s ts  o f the 
w o rk in g  class, to  m u s te r a ll o u r 
fo rces ag a in s t passage o f th is  a n t i­
la b o r b i l l .  A lth o u g h  the b i l l  is 
o s te ns ib ly  a im ed a t the  C om m un­
is t  P a r ty , i t  re a lly  paves the way 
fo r  th e  suppression o f any w o rk ­
e rs ’ o rg a n iz a tio n  w h ic h  dares to 
oppose the  schemes o f the  reac­
tio n a rie s , and, in  p a r t ic u la r ,  w h ich  
dares to  vo ice an y  oppos ition  to 
the w a r-a im s o f the  ru l in g  class.”

W H Y  W E  F IG H T  IT
M a k in g  c lea r th a t o u r opposi­

t io n  to  th is  b i l l  is no t based on 
an y  b e lie f in  the C o m m u n is t P a r­
ty  as be ing  e ith e r a re v o lu tio n a ry  
o r t r u ly  a n ti-w a r  p a rty . Com rade 
W eiss declared th a t “ neverthe less 
we defend auy w o rk e rs ’ o rga n iza ­
tio n , rega rd less o f how  v io le n t ly  
wc d isagree w ith  its  p ro g ra m  and 
leade rsh ip , aga inst the a tta cks  of 
the boss class and its  g o ve rn ­
m en t.”

“ T he  jo b  o f exposing  and des­
tro y in g  the S ta lin is t  in flu e n ce  in  
the labo r m ovem ent belongs on ly  
to  the w o rk e rs  them selves. I t  is 
n o t a jo b  w c can e n tru s t to  the 
bosses, because th e ir  oppos ition  to 
the  C om m un is t P a r ty  is o n ly  a 
p re te x t fo r  s t r ik in g  b low s at. the 
genuine  w o rk in g -c la ss  m ilita n ts  
and trad e  u n io n is ts .”

The  proposed m easure fo r  ban­
n in g  the C o m m u n is t P a rty  has 
been described by E d w a rd  X. 
S c lic ib e r lin g , c h a irm a n  o f the  N. 
Y. L e g io n ’s execu tive  com m ittee , 
as “ the  m ost im p o r ta n t b i l l ”  on 
the L e g io n ’s le g is la tiv e  p rog ram .

Com rade W eiss concluded h is  
announcem ent by s ta t in g : “ A  fo r ­
m al ca ll is  be ing sent to  every 
b ranch o f o u r N ew  Y o rk  loca l to 
place a t Ihe top  o f th e ir  agendas 
the fig h t aga inst th is  v ic io u s  b il l ,  
aud to take  im m e d ia te  o rg a n iza ­
t io n a l steps to  c a rry  o u t th e  cam ­
pa ign  p lan  o f a c tio n  w h ic h  we 
are  p re p a r in g .”

One Militant To Another!

2-Day Protest A t  
Bethlehem Steel

 B E T H L E H E M , Pa., Jan . 26— 
The w o rk e rs  in  the Beth lehem  
Steel p la n t here a rc  g e tt in g  steam ­
ed up fo r  u n io n  ac tion . The  firs t 
se rious stoppage in  the p lan t here, 
w h ic h  em ploys 18,000, ended to ­
day. a fte r  5000 B eth lehem  w o rk e rs  
w ent on a tw o-day "p ro te s t de­
m o n s tra tio n "  because of fa ilu re  of 
the p la n t m anagem ent to  meet 
w ith  t lie  u n ion  com m ittee  to set­
tle  a r is in g  flood  o f grievances.

T lie  h a lt began J a n u a ry  21, at 
1 P. M „ w hen the  w o rk e rs  in  the 
b il le t  ya rd  decided to  stage a one 
h ou r “ p ro te s t”  w h ile  th e ir  repres­
e n ta tive s  sought a m ee ting  w ith  
t lie  m anagem ent.

W o rd  o f the stoppage spread 
q u ic k ly  th ro u g h  the p la n t. By 
n ig h t fa l l  s ix  departm en ts  were in ­
volved, th e  'h il iq t  y a rd , b ridge  
shops, too l steel, s t ru c tu ra l steel 
and the  pow er house in  the  Le ­
h igh  and Saucon p lan ts .

The  men agreed to re tu rn  to 
w o rk  today  a fte r  com pany o f f i­
c ia ls  p rom ised  to meet w ith  the 
u n io n  rep resen ta tives  to discuss 
the grievances.

News o f the stoppage spread 
lik e  w ild - lire  th ro u g h  Beth lehem . 
I t  has been on the  lip s  of eve ry­
one here, and is  a ll one hears.

Com pany o ff ic ia ls  labeled the 
s toppages as “ s it-d o w n ”  s tr ik e s , 
b u t the men asserted they  wore 
m ere ly  l im ite d  “ p ro tests .”  W hen 
the men ins is ted , d u r in g  the in i ­
t ia l stoppage in  the  b il le t  ya rd , 
th a t they w ere no t a tte m p tin g  to 
occupy the p la n t, the m anagem ent 
gave them  15 m in u te s  to leave 
the  p la n t.

A  squad o f  com pany po lice  were 
b ro u g h t in  to  fo rc ib ly  eject the 
w o rk e rs . H o w a rd  T . C u rtis s , 
Steel W o rk e rs  O rg a n iz in g  Com ­
m itte e  (C IO ) o rgan ize r, has re ­
ported  tha t one u n io n  m an re ­
q u ired  m ed ica l tre a tm e n t a fte r  
be ing  rough-housed by ( lie  com ­
pany cops.

W o rk e rs  fro m  o th e r d e p a rt­

m ents and s h ifts  re fused  to  e n te r 
the p la n t w hen they  d iscovered 
th a t the com pany was a tte m p tin g  
a lock-ou t o f the p ro te s tin g  w o rk ­
ers.

B e th lehem  c ity  po lice  were 
massed ou ts ide  t lie  p la n t and pa­
tro lle d  each s h if t .  The  com pany 
q u ic ly  b ro u g h t in  200 e x tra  com ­
pany cops.

The w o rke rs  in  the b ille t ya rd , 
w here  the  troub le , s ta rte d , have a 
re p u ta tio n  fo r  m ilita n c y . In c lu d ­
ed am ong th e ir  unsa tis fied  g r ie v ­
ances was the fa c t th a t  fo r  tw o 
m on ths th e y  have been subjected 
to poisonous sm oke-fum es fro m  
sca rfin g  ba ll-be a rin g  steel, because 
no p ro v is io n  has been made in  
t lie  new a d d it io n  in  w h ich  they 
are  w o rk in g  fo r  the rem ova l of 
sm oke and dust. M any w o rk e rs  
have been sickened by these 
fumes.

Several weeks ago the re  was a 
stoppage in  a ll th re e  s h if ts  o f the 
b il le t  d e p a rtm e n t when a fo rem an  
was demoted because h is  son was 
a c tive  in  the u n io n . T h is  ac tion  
forced t l ie  com pany to  re in s ta te  
the fo rem an  to  h is  o r ig in a l pos i­
tio n .

U N IO N  M A S S  M E E T
On the n ig h t of Ja n u a ry  25 the 

SWOC hold a mass m ee tin g  in  
the b iggest h a ll in  B e th lehem , the 
■Bctli-A llen Casino. P rev ious e f­
fo rts  o f the u n io n  to  secure the 
use o f the school a u d ito r iu m  was 
met by refusa l o f the school board.

S im ila r  "stoppage dem onstra ­
t io n s ”  have occurred  w ith  increas­
in g  frequency at o th e r Beth lehem  
p lan ts , m ost re c e n tly  a t S parrow s 
P o in t nea r B a lt im o re  and a t 
Johnstow n , Pa.

U sua lly , these “ stoppage dem on­
s tra t io n s "  have a fixed t im e  l im it .  
■15 m in u te s  o r an hour. The  com ­
pany o ffic ia ls  ca ll them  a ll " s it-  
dow ns." U su a lly , t he w o rk e rs  ex­
p la in  th a t th e y  are  ju s t ta k in g  
tim e  o u t to  "see the  boss.”

N e t p ro f its  o f  $102,000,000 fo r  
1940 w ere  announced T uesday  by 
the U n ite d  S tee l C o rp o ra tio n .

I f  to  th is  is  added an a d d it io n ­
a l seven m illio n s  o f  p ro f its ,  e a r­
m arke d  fo r  a n e w ly -c re a te d  “ pen­
s ion fu n d ,” — n o t to  m e n tio n  a 
dozen o th e r  ite m s  s im ila r ly  e a r­
m arked  and th u s  w ith d ra w n  fro m  
th e  ne t p ro f its  co lu m n  w h e re  th e y  
be long— the 1940 p ro f its  a r e  
m atched o n ly  b y  fig u re s  d u r in g  
th e  la s t w a r. T he  la s t q u a r te r ’s 
p ro f its ,  i t  w as announced, a re  the 
best since th e  W o r ld  W a r.

The  1940 p ro f its  a re  a g a in  o f 
148’/£ p e r cen t o ve r th e  p ro f its  
o f  1939!

T he  stee l barons have the  
added p leasu re  o f  k n o w in g  th a t  
th e y  have de fea ted  a ll  a tte m p ts  
so fa r  to  e s ta b lish  a ta x  on w a r  
p ro fits .

GRACE CARLSON 
TOUR THIS WEEK

N  E  W  Y O R K : S a tu rd a y
Feb. 1, 8 p.m . a t  th e  fa re w e ll 
banque t tendered  he r b y  th e  
N ew  Y o rk  loca l o f  th e  S .W .P . 
G e rm an ia  H a ll,  160 T h ird  
A venue. N .Y .C . (Te lephone  
re se rva tio n s . G r 7-9317.)

N E W A R K : Sunday. Feb. 2, 
8 p .m ., a t E d u c a tio n a l C lub  
H a ll.  255 C ourt. S tre e t, nea r 
S p r in g fie ld  A venue . S u b je c t: 
"T h e  R ig h t to  L ife . ”  

T R E N T O N . N . J .: Tuesday. 
Feb. 4, 8 p.m ., a t the  H o te l 
Je rsey, 200 S. B road  S tre e t. 
S u b je c t: “ T he  R ig h t to  L ife . ”  

A L L E N T O W N , P a .: T h u rs ­
day, Feb. 6. 8 p.m.. a t  the  
L a b o r T em p le . S u b je c t: “ The 
R ig h t to  L ife . ”  

Q U A K E R T O W N , P a .: S a t­
u rd a y . Feb. 8, 8p.m .. at. U n ion  

i H a ll.  S u b je c t: “ T he  R ig h t to  
! L i fe . ”

A ll Who Testify 
Are Handpicked
House Foreign Affairs Committee Ignores 
Request of S.W.P. Spokesman To Be Heard; 
AFL, CIO Leaders Avoid Chance To Testify

The Roosevelt Administration fears any real discussion or 
debate on the “ Lease-Lend" War Powers Bill. That became 
thoroughly obvious when the "hearings”  conducted by the I louse 

! Foreign Affairs Committee were concluded without permitting 
! any except hand-picked witnesses to be heard on die bill, and the 

parallel committee in the Senate opened "hearings’’ of the same 
fraudulent kind.

Numerous labor and other organizations vainly served 
nolice on Chairman Sol Bloom, of the I louse Foreign Affairs
Committee, requesting to be he, 
ist Workers Part)' to Bloom, 
spokesman at the hearings, was 
simply ignored.

W h y  th is  fe a r  o f  p e rm it t in g  
opponents o f  th e  b i l l  a h e a rin g ?  
The re s u lts  o f a G a llu p  p o ll, re ­
leased M onday, in d ic a te  w h y . A l l  
th a t  th e . G a llu p  p o ll cou ld  c la im  
fo r  th e  b i l l  w as a 54% m a jo r ity .  
E ven  th a t,  in  a p ro p e r ly -c o n d u c t­
ed p o ll, w o u ld  have been cu t down 
co n s id e ra b ly , f o r  the  r e p o r t  ad ­
m its :

“ M an y  o f  those  v o te rs  w ho 
fa v o r  th e  b il l  a tta c h  im p o r ta n t 
q u a lif ic a tio n s  to  th e ir  a n sw e rs : 
in  fa c t,  abou t one person in  
eve ry  s ix  a p p ro v in g  the  b i l l  
w a n ts  some s o r t o f  am endm ent 
made to  i t .  T he  c h ie f q u a lif ic a ­
t io n s  a re  th a t  a t im e  l im i t  
shou ld  be set on th e  b il l ,  and 
th a t  the  m easure shou ld  s p e c if­
ic a lly  P R O H IB IT  T H E  P R E ­
S ID E N T  F R O M  S E  N  D- 
I N  G A M E R IC A N  TR O O P S  
A B R O A D . O R A N Y  P A R T  O F 
T H E  N A V Y  A B R O A D .”

In  p la in  E n g lis h , th e  “ some 
s o r t o f  am e n d m e n t”  tu rn s  ou t, in  
re a li ty ,  to  be a basic o p p os ition  
to  th e  con ten ts  o f  th e  b i l l !

I t  is c le a r, th e n , th a t  the  gov- 
I e m in e n t does n o t have  beh ind  i t  

a m a jo r i ty  o f th e  people  fo r  the 
b il l .

T H E  E L E C T IO N  F R A U D
A n d  no w o n d e r! A  fe w  s h o rt 

m on th s  ago, w hen  R ooseve lt 
so u g h t re -e le c tio n , and w hen he 
c e r ta in ly  a lre a d y  had ,in  m in d  
th is  W a r  P ow ers  B i l l ,  he d id  n o t 
p e rm it  a h in t  o f  h is  p lans to  a p ­
pear in  h is  ca m p a ig n  speeches. 
H e and  W il lk ie  jo in e d  in  a ssu r­
in g  the  people o f  th e ir  ag re e m e n t 
on a  “ peace p o lic y .”  W h a t they  
re a lly  had in  m in d  is f i r s t  re ­
vea led  to  the  people b y  th is  w a r  
b il l.

T he  f i r s t  s ta g g e r in g  re a liz a ­
t io n  o f  w h a t R o oseve lt’s “ a ll-o u t  
a id ”  p o lic y  r e a lly  m eans has 
come to  m o s t people w ith  th is  
b i l l .  W a r  and d ic ta to rs h ip , th e y  
n o w  rea lize , a re  R ooseve lt’s 
p lans  fo r  th e  U n ite d  S ta tes. A n d , 
desp ite  th e  fa c t  th a t  th e y  have 
gone th is  f a r  dow n th e  road  w ith  
R ooseve lt, a cce p ting  th e  a rm s 
p ro g ra m  and co n s c rip tio n , now  
th e y  h a lt  a t  th e  b r in k  o f  th e  p re ­
c ip ice . T h a t is  the  m e a n in g , des­
p ite  th e  a tte m p te d  d is to r t io n , o f 
the fig u re s  re leased by the  G a l­
lu p  po ll.

O P P O S IT IO N  L E A D E R L E S S
T he  m ass o p p os ition  to  the  

W a r  P ow ers  B i l l  is  p ra c t ic a lly  
leadcrless. T he  u lt ra - re a c t io n a r ­
ies, lik e  H a n fo rd  M a c N id e r and 
H a m ilto n  F is h , w ho  c a ll th e m ­
selves “ is o la t io n is ts ” , do n o t rep - 

. re s e n t th a t  o p p o s itio n . N o r  does 
N o rm a n  T hom as, w ho  w as in ­
v ite d  by  H a m ilto n  F is h  to  speak 
a t the  H ouse h e a rin g s ; w h a t he 
said w as in  no w a y  d if fe re n t ia t ­
ed f ro m  th e  a rg u m e n ts  o f  M ac- 

I N id e r, w ho  spoke a t  th e  same 
tim e .

i Those w ho  should-—as an ele- 
 m e n ta ry  d u ty — re p re se n t th is  op ­

al. A telegram from the Social- 
naming Grace Carlson as our

p o s itio n , f i r s t  o f  a ll,  a re  the  lead ­
ers o f  the  A F L  and  C IO , fo r  u n ­
d o u b te d ly  th e  b u lk  o f  th e  oppon­
en ts  o f  th e  b i l l  a re  th e  w o rk e rs . 
N o th in g , how ever, is fu r th e r  fro m  
the  m inds  o f  the  A F L  and C IO  
leade rsh ip . T h e y  have s tu d io u s ly  
avo ided  an y  appearance  a t  e ith e r  
the  H ouse o r  Senate hea rin g s , 
e ith e r  fo r  o r  a g a in s t the  b il) .

W hy?  The answ er is s im p le . 
These tra d e  u n io n  “ leaders”  know  
tha t the gove rnm ent and the  cap i­
ta lis t  class is dead-set to  adopt 
the b i l l  and p lunge  the  c o u n try  
in to  a l l  its  consequences. To come 
out in  o p p os ition  to the p o w e rfu l 
ru le rs  means a k in d  o f g ig a n tic  
an d  ir re c o n c ila b le  s tru g g le  w h ic h  
is fo re ig n  to the  m in d s  and the 
backbones ol' the  A F L  and CIO 
leaders.

On the o th e r hand, they know , 
even b e tte r than  we or the G a llup  
po ll, the se n tim e n ts  o f t lie  trad e  
u n io n  m em bersh ip . T he y  know  
th a t the w o rk e rs  are  d is tu rb e d  
about the  fu l l  im p lic a t io n  o f Roos­
e ve lt's  p lans. Hence these u n io n  
" le a d e rs " fe a r to  s tand  o u t pu b ­
l ic ly  as sponsor o f the W a r Pow ­
ers B il l .  T h e y  fe a r re tr ib u t io n  
a t t lie  hands o f th e ir  m em bers, 
w hen t lie  fu l l  re a liz a tio n  o f the  
re a c tio n a ry  ch a ra c te r o f th is  w a r  
ga lvan izes the A m e ric a n  w o rk e rs  
in to  ac tion .

So these u n io n  " le a d e rs ”  dem on­
s tra te  th e ir  u t te r  b a n k ru p tc y  in  
th is , the  m ost im p o r ta n t issue th a t  
has eve r c o n fro n te d  the  A m e ric a n  
w o rk in g  class. They “ le a d " by.... 
la y in g  low .

S T A L IN IS T  F R A U D
T he  fraudu lenee  o f the S ta lin ­

is t a c t iv it ie s  aga ins t t lie  W a r Pow­
ers B i l l  is in d ica te d  by the s ilence  
o f the  S ta lin is t press on the  be­
h a v io r  o f  t lie  C IO  top leadersh ip . 
S t i l l  h a n g in g  on despera te ly  to  
th e ir  bloc w ith  John  L . Lew is , 
the S ta lin is ts  cover up h is  tre a ch ­
erous conduct.

N o r is th e re  a il ounce o f p ro le ­
ta r ia n  consciousness in  the S ta l­
in is t p ropaganda a g a in s t the  b il l .  
A ll  th e ir  a c t iv it ie s  are  cen tered  
in  the A m e rican  Peace M o b iliz a ­
t io n , studded w ith  s e n tim e n ta l 
preachers and co llege hoys.

The A .P .M . p ro g ra m  d if fe rs  in  
n o th in g  essen tia l (excep t the  ca ll 
fo r  “ fr ie n d s h ip  w ith  the  S ov ie t 
U n io n ” — i. e., a pact a long  t i ie  
lines o f the  S ta t in -H it le r  agree­
m en t) fro m  th e  “ is o la t io n is t”  
c la p -tra p  o f N o rm a n  Thom as. N o t 
a b rea th  o f in te rn a t io n a lis t  class- 
s tru g g le  is  the re  in  i t .

Let us, then , record the t r u th :  
g re a t though  the  o p p os ition  is  to  
the W a r Pow ers B il l ,  i t  lias  no 
leadersh ip , i ts  opp os ition , to  th is  
o r a n y th in g  else, w i l l  a v a il l i t t le .

The  b u ild in g  o f the S o c ia lis t 
W o rke rs  P a r ty  and the  w in n in g  
o f the  trad e  u n io n s  to  a class- 
s tru g g le  leadersh ip , these are  t lie  
f ir s t  steps on the road  to peace 
and freedom .

U.S. STEEL AT 
WARTIME LEVEL 
OF PROFITS



Worker Pictures Conditions On 
Army Camp Construction Jobs

W r i t e  to us— te l l  us w h a t 's  g o in g  on in  y o u r  p a r t  o f  the 
la b o r  m ovem ent— w h a t  are the w o rk e rs  th in k in g  a b o u t?— tell 
us w h a t  the bosses are up to— and the G-men and the loea l cops—  
an d  the S ta l in is ts— send us tha t  s to ry  the cap i ta l is t  press d id n ' t  
p r i n t  and tha t  s to ry  they  bu r ied  o r  d is to r te d — o u r  pages are open 
to you. L e t te rs  m ust  c u r r y  name and address, but ind icate  i f  yo u  
do not w a n t  y o u r  name p r in ted .

Old Union Men Hove To Struggle Against Rotten Conditions 
Without The Help of the Unions; But They Do Find Way

What B ig  Business 
T h in k s  A bo u t the  
Labo r S itua t ion

them  to  a p p ly  to  defense o rders .
K n u d scn ’s an a lo gy  is phony, 

o f  course, fo r  the  s im p le  reason 
th a t the W a lsh  H ea ley A c t a p ­
p lies  to  N O T H IN G  B U T  g o v ­
e rn m e n t co n tra c ts , and fo r  the  
a d d it io n a l reason th a t  th is  A c t 
p u rp o r ts  to  en fo rce  c o m- 
p liance  w ith  la b o r le g is la tio n  
on g o ve rn m e n t co n tra c to rs .

The  b ig -bus iness eom m enta to i 
goes on to  say th a t  co m p u lso ry  
m ed ia tio n  o f  la b o r d isp u tes  a f ­
fe c t in g  defense o rde rs  is n o t a 
p ro b a b ility ,  b u t th a t  a tte m p ts  
w i l l  be m ade to  secure fro m  la b o r 
a p ro m ise  n o t to  s tr ik e  in  defense 
in d u s tr ie s . (L o o ks  lik e  a jo b  fo r  
H illm a n .)  He a lso a n tic ip a te s  
u n ifo rm  o r co n s ta n t w age p lans 
i n  t  h e “ c r i t ic a l”  in d u s trie s , 
w h e re b y  w ages w il l  be keyed to 
the cost o f  l iv in g .  (O f  course the  
ru b  is : W ho m akes th e  ke y  and 
how  w e ll does i l  l i t  the  lo c k ? )  
He th in k s  th a t  the  S m ith  B i l l  has 
o n ly  a lo n g  sho t chance o f  pas­
sage at p resen t. He looks fo r  a 
m ed ia tio n  board w ith o u t  co m p u l­
so ry  pow ers. I t  is possib le, h o w ­
ever, he says, th a t  th e  a d m in is ­
t ra t io n  m ay o u tla w  s tr ik e s , com ­
p e n sa tin g  la b o r by co m p u lso ry  
un ion  m em bersh ip  in  a ll defense 
p lan ts .

A s  these th in g s  are  sa id in  a 
p r iv a te  in fo rm a t io n  se rv ice , one 
m ay  ta k e  them  se rio u s ly  as in ­
d ic a t in g  the  p resen t th o u g h ts  o f 
b ig  business.

By A C o n s tru c tio n  W o rk e r
JAC KSO W ’ll l . l ;, I la.. Jan. 20 -"The American Spirit in 

\ction" is the title of a verv exuberant editorial in praise of the 
Al l I’ uikling I rades Department in the leading Jacksonville 
daily. The TToriJa Times Union.

The Building Trades Department l ias decided to Iran all 
strikes on war projects. I his suits line lhe labor-hating news­
paper representing the opinions of the open-shop bosses of the 
South.

it goes without saving that these unions, which until yes­
terday according to such newspapers were nothing but “ rackets” , 
are now praised as “ setting a line example of patriotism and 
loyally . . . "

I observe that this patriotism is of a peculiarly pragmatic
ch a ra c te r, w e i g h e d  s t r n n g e lv i
enough by no m ore lo fty  ideals | hBVe w i,h  <‘o n d i, :° ns <’ "  l l '<' D 1’

is w ith  th e ir  r ig h t to tlie  rake-o ff.t h a n  d o l l a r s  and  cents.

$$$ PAYTRIO TISM
W hen you read tile  loca l papers 

here in  connection  w ith  the ap­
p ro p r ia tio n s . you find th a t they 
im m e d ia te ly  b reak down a ll lig- 
nres to find out w h a t’s in  i t  fo r  
the South and especia lly  fo r  F lo r ­
ida. and by and la rge  they  feel 
a m p ly  compensated. H ere and 
there  they have some c r it ic is m  of 
ton m uch m oney be ing spent, fo r 
exam ple, in  Los Angeles, w here 
there  is " too  m uch labo r tro u b le ."

W hen the heads of the A F L  
B u ild in g  T rades D epartm en t wave 
the fla g  and p ro h ib it s tr ik e s  on 
defense w o rk , they too. lik e  the 
bosses, feel they are  am p ly  com ­
pensated. Most o f the B u ild in g  
T rades un ions  co llec t fro m  the 
w o rke rs  in  the camps tw o  to th ree  
per cent o f th e ir  w eek ly  wage and 
in n u m e ra b le  p e rm its  are g iven 
out to  non-un ion  w o rke rs  at the 
ra le  o f one d o lla r  pe r day. The 
on ly  concern  the u n io n  o ffic ia ls

os trac ized , J im  C row ed o r seg­
rega ted?  C a ll i t  m ed ieva l o r 
anc ien t, i t  is m odern  to  th e  A m e ­
rica n  N e g ro  who- w as th e  f i r s t  to  
shed a d ro p  o f  blood on A m e ric a n  n l l i , i i , ls  :ls racketeers.

W A R  U N IO N IS M ”
Take fo r exam ple the sheet me­

ta l w o rke rs  loca l in  Jackso n v ille . 
U n t il tw o  years ago the re  w eren ’t 
enough m em bers here to m a in ta in  
¡t ch a rte r. The  boom in  connec­
tio n  w ith  the th ree  w a r p ro jec ts  
near and a round Ja ckso n v ille  (n a ­
val base, naval a ir  base. Camp 
B la u d in g ) found  th is  local w ith  
n ine teen  m em bers and em p loy­
m ent fo r  hundreds.

Men came fro m  va rio u s  pa rts  
o f the co u n try . M any non-un ion 
w o rke rs  came to jo in  up in  o rde r 
to get jobs on the  p ro jec ts . None 
o f them , however, a lth o ug h  pay­
ing h e a v ily  fo r  the p r iv ile g e  le 
w o rk , have any say in  the a f­
fa irs  of the u n io n .

T h is  exam ple  can be u n til ¡p lied 
m any tim es . The  P lum bers  Un 
ion here has about 100 members. 
Camp B la n d in g  alone em ploys be 
tween 700-800 p lum bers . A l l  must 
ptty ? //  o f th e ir  wage to  the local 
u n io n  fo r  the r ig h t to w o rk . Is 
the re  any w onder that, the cause 
o f trade  u n io n ism , instead  o f be­
in g  advanced, is re ta rded?  The 
w o rke rs , and not the m ost back 
w ard  of’ them , speak o f the un ion

M E N  F IG H T  B A C K
T here  was u ru m o r last week at 

Camp B la n d in g  tha t (lie  o ffic ia ls  
o f the P lum bers  loca l were going 
to levy  a new assessment o f $17. 
o s tens ib ly  fo r  the b u ild in g  o f a 
un ion  b a ll. T he re  was open ta lk  
am ong the w o rke rs , m os tly  old 
un ion  men. o f a s tr ik e  a g a in s t the- 
u n io n — a re fusa l to pay. N o th in g  
m ore  was heard o f th is  assess 
m ent.

The c o n tra c to rs  and un ion  o f­
fic ia ls  w o rk  hand in  glove, and 
the w o rke rs  do not even bo tlie i 
to take  th e ir  grievances to the 
un ion . W hen the s itu a tio n  in 
some instances becomes p a r t ic u l­
a r ly  unbearable, they reso rt to di-

SCHEDULE OF 
CARLSON TOUR

T h u rs . Jan . 23
to  F e ll 1

Run. Feb. 2
M on. Feb. 3
Tues. Feb. 4
W ed. Feb. 5
T h u rs . Feb. 6
F r i. Feb. 7
Sat. Feb. 8
Sun. Feb. 9
M on. Fob. 10
Tues. Feb. 11
W ed. Feb. 12
T h u rs . Feb. 13
F r i. Feb. 14
Sat. Feb. 15
Sun. F e ll. 16
M on. Feb. 17
Tues. Feb. 18
W ed. Feb. 19
T h u rs . Feb. 20
F r i. Feb. 21
Sat. Feb. 22
Sun. Feb. 23
M on. Feb. 24
Tues. Feb. 25
W ed. Feb. 26
T h u rs . Feb. 27
to  T h u rs . M a r. IS
F r i. M a rch 14
Sat. M a rch 15
Sun. M a rch 16
M on. M arch 17
Tues. M a rch 18
W ed. M arch 19
T h u rs . M a rch 20
F r i. M a rch 21
Sat. M a rch 22
Sun. M a rc ii 23
M on. M arch 24
Tues. M a rc ii 25
W ed. M a rch 26
Tl-.urs. M arch 27
F r i. M a rch 28
Sat. M a rch 29
Sun. M a rch 30
Mom. M arch 31
Tues. A p r i l 1
W ed. A p r i l 2
T h u rs . A p r i l oO
F r i. A p r i l 4

Sat. A p r i l 5
Sund. A p r i l 6
M on. A p r i l 7
Tues. A p r i l 8
W ed. A p r i l 9

N e w  Y o rk

N ew a : k 
N e w  Y o rk  
T re n to n

A lle n to w n
R ead ing
Q u a ke rto w n
P h ila d e lp h ia

B a lt im o re

P it ts b u rg h

In d ia n a p o lis
In d ia n a p o lis

F t. L e t is

M em ph is

A rk a n s a s
A rk a n s a s
T exas
Texas

Los A nge los 
and v ic in ity

P o rtla n d

S e a ttle

P le n tyw o o d
W ill is to n

reel ac tion . T h is  happened when 
one p lum be rs ' fo rem an made h im ­
se lf p a r t ic u la r ly  obnoxious to the 
men. He was d r iv e n  out o f the 
ram p  by the concerted ac tion  of 
the w orkers .

A n o th e r instance  occurred last 
Wednesday. W hen the ten hour 
day was established  lo r  the p lu m ­
bers, e le c tric ia n s  and sheet m etal 
w o rke rs  on Ja n u a ry  13 i t  became 
im possib le  fo r  these w o rke rs  to 
meet the t ra in  to Ja ckso n v ille  — 
a specia l B la n d in g  t ra in  leaves 
at 5:15 F. M.. w h ile  th e  w o rke rs  
had to s tay at th e ir  job  t i l l  6:30. 
The lir s l lew  days, specia l tru c k s  
were p rov ided  to convoy the w o rk ­
ers to  Jackso n v ille .

S P O N T A N E O U S  P R O T E S T
W ednesday n ig h t, however, 

w ith o u t any p re v io u s  notice , the 
tru c k s  took the w o rke rs  to the 
A d m in is tra t io n  area o f the cam p 
w here th e y  w ere  to ld  th a t the con­
voy system  w ou ld  be d iscon tinued  
and th a t they w ou ld  have to tra ve l 
by bus. The  bus fa re  is  s ix ty  
cents, and besides, the re  were o n ly  
th ree  b roken  down o ld  buses 
a va ilab le  th a t could no t poss ib ly  
Accommodate the severa l hundred 
men. A  spontaneous p ro test de­
m o n s tra tio n  b roke  out and w ith in  
a few  m in u te s  the  place was s u r­
rounded by the M i l i ta r y  P o lice  
r io t  squad w ith  d ra w n  p is to ls . 
W hoever cou ld , proceeded to Ja ck ­
s o n v ille  by bus. A l l  th ree  o f

HILLMANITES 
DEFEATED IN 
U. E. ELECTION
Key New York Local 
Re-Elects Previous 
Administration

The p ro -H illm a n  forces in  the 
U n ited  E le c tr ic a l. R ad io  and Ma­
ch ine  W o rke rs  U n io n  (C IO ) suf- 
fe rt'd  a defeat o i r  Ja n u a ry  24. 
when the m em bersh ip  of the im ­
p o rtan t New Y o rk  Loca l 475 - th e  
A m a lgam ated  M achine and In s tru ­
m ent lo c a l— voted to keep in  o f­
fice the present a d m in is tra tio n .

The  loca l lias  con tra c ts  w ith  
key w a r-in d u s tr ie s  p la n ts  such as 
B liss, M ergentha le i- L in o typ e . In  
te rn a tio n a l P ro je c to r, etc.

The  o p p os ition  represented ; 
c o a lit io n  o f fo rm e r supporte rs  ot 
the  lo c a l’s a d m in is tra t io n  and ex- 

] p rogressives, u n ite d  today on a 
¡p ro g ra m  of s u p p o rtin g  the Roos­

evelt w a r m achine. W h ile  at 
te m p tin g  to h ide th e ir  rea l pro  
g ram  fro m  a m il i ta n t  m em bersh ip  
th ro u g h  the ruse o f progressive  
so u n d ing  lea fle ts , these re a c tio n ­
a ries  w ere eas ily  recognized by 
the m em bersh ip  fo r  w hat they are

th e n  b roke  dow n u nder w ay. T he  whon t l l ( ,y „ .p e a te d ly  refused t r
rest o f the  w o rk e rs  were convoyed 
by tru cks . S ince tha t n ig h t, the 
t ra in  schedule has been re a r­
ranged to take  care o f these 
w o rke rs .

B li t  it c e r ta in ly  was not the 
voice o f the un ions  th a t was heard 
in  th is  instance. The  u n io n  o f f i­
c ia ls  have tw o  fu ll- t im e  tasks 
w h ich  exclude any o th e r: C ashing 
In on R oosevelt's  w a r  p ro g ra m  
and m a k in g  in  re tu rn  fo r i t  no­
s tr ik e  d e c la ra tio n s  and p a tr io t ic  
speechs.

T h is  is the "A m e ric a n  S p ir it  in 
A c tio n ,”  the A m e rican  s p ir it  o f 
1941. U ncounted m ill io n s  of d o l­
la rs  in to  the co ffe rs  o f the m u n i­
tio n  m akers, a ra ke  o f f  in to  th e  
pockets o f m any trade  un ion  bu ­
reaucra ts  as lu tsh  m oney, the 
w o rke rs  o ften  le ft to th e ir  own 
in it ia t iv e  to  c a rry  on the s tru g g le  
fo r  m ain tenance  o f c o n d itio n s  on 
the job.

F a rg o  

T w in  C itie s

It’s True About
New York! Says 
Grace Carlson

B y  G R A C E  C A R L S O N
N E W  Y O R K . Jan. 25.- (N o te  to 

M inneso ta  comrades. I t 's  t rue  
w lm t they say about New Y o rk ! 
The genera l ch a ra c te r and tone 
o f the New Y o rk  p a rty  has chang­
ed com p le te ly  in  the  past e igh t 
m onths since the d e p a rtu re  ot the 
m em bers o f the M in o r ity .  The  
comrades here are  w o rke rs  now 
and th e ir  contacts w hom  they 
b r in g  to m ee tings are also w o rk ­
ers.

(R em em ber t lie  in d ig n a tio n  of 
o u r delegates to tlie  P a rty  con ­
te n t io n  in  New Y o rk  la s t A p r i l  at 
the outrageous behav io r of the un ­
d isc ip lin e d  pe tty -bourgeo is  M in o r ­
ity  m em bers — w h isp e rin g , s h u ff­
l in g  a round, la u g h in g , etc... etc. 
Last n ig h t's  mass m ee ting  here 
was com p le te ly  d if fe re n t.  E v e ry ­
one sat q u ie tly  in  his place and 
lis tened  to ttie  speakers'. Jlevoin- 
t ion a r y !

(E u th e rm o re , the 250 m em bers 
and fr ie n d s  in  a ttendance, who 
came to t l ie  m ee tin g  despite  the 
heavy snow s to rm , c o n trib u te d  
over $130 in  response to  Com rade 
M o rro w ’s m a s te r ly  co lle c tio n  
speech.)

M y  second m ee tin g  in  Boston 
held on J a n u a ry  20 in  East Bos­
ton, was also a ve ry  in s p ir in g  one. 
A p p ro x im a te ly  150 a ttended  and 
these w ere c h ie fly  I ta l ia n  and 
Spanish w o rke rs . The  m ee ting  
was held in  the h a ll o f an I ta lia n  
w o rk e rs ’ g roup , w ith  the  cooper­
a tio n  o f a num ber o f the you th  
o f th is  group.

The Boston b ranch  too re fle c ts  
t lie  g rea t change in  the  ch a rac te r 
o f the  p a rty  since t lie  loss o f the 
pe tty -bourgeo is  M in o r ity .  T h is  loss 
was o u r gain .

answ er as a g roup  w ha t th e ir  at 
t itu d e  was to w a rd  S idney H illm a n  
and I lls  re a c tio n a ry  p o lic y . In d i 
v id u n l leaders o f th is  g roup  have 
not hesita ted  to in d ica te  tha t they 
stood com p le te ly  fo r  H illm a n 's  
po licy .

II is in te re s tin g  to note that 
in  the  period  p rev ious  to the war. 
when the S ta lin is t-d o m in a te d  ad 
m in is tra t io n  had a p ro -w a r p o l­
icy and a la b o r p o licy  s im ila r  to 
H illm a n 's  today, m ost o f the pres­
ent oppos ition  supported the local 
a d m in is i ra t ion.

P R O G R E S S IV E  P O L IC Y
The rea l progressives in  the lo ­

cal ind ica ted  th e ir  desire fo r  a 
m il i ta n t  class s tru g g le  un ion  by 
su. p o rt in g  t i l l  those in  the adm in  
is tra t io n  who declared th e ir  op­
p o s itio n  to the sell-out lin e  m Sid 
ney H illm a n .

The S ta lin is t bureaucra ts , due 
to th e ir  presen t te m p o ra ry  pos i­
tio n , were forced to accept th is  
p rog ram  o f w o rk in g  class s tru g ­
gle. The  rea l defense o f  the p ro ­
g ram  rem a ins, however, w ith  Hit 
ra n k  and file  o f the un ion  and 
those m il i ta n ts  who have consist 
e n tly  fough t lo r  it .

C A R E Y  T U R N S  T A IL
The danger fro m  the re a c tio n ­

a ries , both in  loca l 475 and the 
U. E. as a w hole , is fa r  from  
over. James B. Carey, P resident 
o f the in te rn a t io n a l u n io n  and 
secre ta ry  o f the CIO. has ind ica ted  
in  h is co lum ns in  the  U. E. News 
th a t now  he loo is prepared  to 
figh t the "C o m m u n is ts .”  He w r ite ; 
in  h is  co lum n  in  the F. E. News 
o f Ja n u a ry  lX t l i  as fo llo w s :

"A buses do take  place, and 1 
believe it  a h e a lthy  s ig n  and q u ilt  
p rope r fo r  s incere  m em bers to ex 
press concern o f d o m in a tio n  by 
a g roup  not co m p ris in g  the w hole 
m em bersh ip .

” 1 have been charged w ith  in ­
d iffe re n ce  on th is  question  o f do­
m in a tio n , especia lly  in  regard  tc 
m em bers o f the C om m un is t P a rty , 
b u t a c tu a lly  m y apparen t unex 
c ited  sta te  is due to my confidence 
in  the U. E. m em bersh ip .”

So a fte r  years o f c o lla b o ra tio n  
w ith  th is  same g roup , Carey sud­
den ly  tu rn s . R ank and file rs  can 
ve ry  w e ll question  h is  m o tiv a tio n  
and perhaps in q u ire  w h e th e r h is 
sudden “ d isco ve ry ”  has a n y th in g  
to do w ith  h is  support o f th e  wai 
m achine. R eac tiona ries  th ro u g h ­
out. the un ion  w i l l  r a l ly  behind 
Carey. T he  ra n k  and file , on the 
o th e r hand, m us t ra l ly  behind 
th e ir  p ro g ra m  o f m il i ta n t  s trug g le  
to  save and b u ild  th e ir  un ion .

In Los Angeles
B u y  th e

M I L I T A N T
a t

Laze ru s  C andy S to re  2109 
B ro o k ly n  A ve .

Book S to re  E . 1st S t. &  
R ow an A ve .

Sam  S m it ’s N ew sstand  5 th  
&  M a in  S t.

Picket Jim Crow 
FDR Inaugural 
Concert

W A S H IN G T O N . D C . Jan. 
24— P ro te s tin g  a g a in s t t h e  
J im  C row  p ro g ra m  set. up fo r  
N egroes by  th e  In a u g u ra tio n  
C o m m itte e  fo r  P r  e s i d e n t 
R ooseve lt’s th ird  in a u g u ra l, 
re p re se n ta tive s  o f  26 o rg a n ­
iz a tio n s  p icke ted  (he gove rn - 
m e n t  a u d ito r iu m  w here  a 
“ spec ia l” — i.e., J im  C ro w —  
m us ica l co n ce rt fo r  N e g ro  
v is ito rs  w as be ing  held M o n ­
day even ing .

Highlights In
The Labor Press

B y C A R L  O ’S H E A  

The C leveland C A LL-P O S T , N e­
gro paper, pub lishes a le tte r  from  
P riva te  John  Cole s ta tioned  al 
Port K n o x :

“ Today. C h ris tm as, we aga in  
w itness so m e th in g  that happens 
to us every  day here. Segrega­
tio n . Clon Sp ivey and severa l o f 
the so ld ie rs  Itere went to  the post 
thea tre . They were denied seals 
because a ll o f the 50 seals fo r  the 
250 Negroes were tille d . T here  
were p le n ty  o f em pty  seats in 
the thea tre . It seems k in d  o f hard  
to believe I lint in the A rm y  there  
w ou ld  he segrega tion . H ere  at 
Ford K nox  we w itness it every 
day. I w onder w hy these th in g s  
exist in  the A rm y  . . . Here in  
the ealnp we have the  w o rs t ac- 
eom m oila tions th a t the F o r t has to 
o ffe r. We liv e  in  old d ila p id a te d  
ba rracks . O ttr rec re a tio n  fa c i l i ­
ties are n il.  We have a b a rn - like  
s tru c tu re  w h ich  houses o ttr  barber 
shop, rec re a tio n  room  and canteen. 
H ere i f  you are ea ting, you are 
lia b le  to have eaten a m o u th fu l 
o f h a ir  before you leave. Even on 
the ra i lw a y  s ta tio n  doors o f the 
post they have s igns ‘Colored 
W a it in g  Room .’ and 'W h ite  W a it­
in g  R oom ' a ll a round  yon. You 
are made to feel conscious o f the 
fact lest you fo rge t you are b lack. 
Most of t lie  so ld ie rs  here  are fro n t 
O hio and In d ia na  and i f  they ba ta ­
to liv e  under such co n d itio ns  fo r  
a year, they w on 't feel m uch Fke 
f ig h tin g  fo r  th is  m y th . 'D em oc­
racy .' ”

C lyde Beals. p ro -S ta l'n is I ex-edi­
to r  o f the N ew spaper G U IL D  R E ­
PO R TER . has been appo in ted  e d i­
to r  and a d m in is tra t iv e  secre ta ry  
o f the  In s t it u le  fo r  Propaganda 
A na lys is .

U nder p ro v is ion s  o f the "s to rm  
tro o p e r”  b i l l  proposed by Senator 
Sheppard o f Texas, em ployers 
w ould  be a llow ed to e n lis t five per 
cent o f th e ir  personnel in to  what 
w ould  be know n as the  "N a tio n a l 
In d u s tr ia l Defense C orps." C r it ic ­
iz in g  (h is  b i l l ,  the  U n ited  M ine  
W o rke rs  J o u rn a l says: "T h e  p re ­
nosed h i l l  w ou ld  con fe r w id e  p o w ­
ers on the P res iden t and Secre­
ta ry  o f W a r and m ake ‘s to rm  
troope rs ' a va ila b le  to  b ig  in d u s ­
t r ia l is ts  in  eacli o f the states of 
the u n io n ."

I.A  BOR. ra ilro a d  un ion  paper, 
repo rts  on some in te re s tin g  s ta t is ­
tics  Issued by the B ureau  o f tin . 
Census, sho w in g  th a t m ore than  
h a lf o f the people in  t no U n ited  
States over 14 years o| age are 
w orkers . " In  the  14-year-and-over 
age g roup  the re  aro 10h.972.0u0 
persons, o f w hom  52.8 10 000 ave 
placed in  the 'la b o r f o r i " ’ . . . The 
census re tu rn e d  5,111.000 w o rke rs  
v'ho  w ere to ta lly  id le  e : i i  about 
1.500.000 who w here unable to 
w o rk  The p ro p o rtio n  of m ale tc. 
fem ale w o rk e rs  F  abott' th ree  to 
one. but they a re  ru n n in g  net It 
and neck am ong 'new  w o rke rs .' ”

T H E  CIO  S H IP Y A R D  W O R K ­
ER fo r  Ja n u a ry  I f  ca rr ie s  an e d i­
to r ia l condem n ing  the n o -s tr ike  
col 'ey o f the A F L  M e '¡1 T rades 
C ounc il as a be tra ya l ->f Ike  in- 
tres ts  of t ::e s h ip b u ild in g  w o rke rs

Í :  3: 3:

The St. L o u is  U N IO N  A DVD 
C A T E  ca rr ie s  a p ic tu r -  o f ike  
new N e g r i “ M ayo r o f B ro w n v ijlc "  
and h is  cab ine t, and announces 
th a t tw o  un ion  m em bers Ley ton

'.V is ion  of the D in in g  Car E m ­
ployes U n ion  and E. J. B rad ley  
o f the S leep ing C ar P o r te rs - -a re  
in  the cabinet o f "M a y o r ”  Rev. 
W. A. Cooper. The  dec; ion was 
sponsored by the St. Lou is  C A L L , 
N egro paper.

* * *

The l ‘ ro i l reus i r e  M in e r  fo r  Janu ­
a ry  2 h a ils  the release o f the  five 
Du Q uoin hoys fro m  the p e n iten ­
t ia ry ,  and p o in ts  out " th e  num ber 
o f mem hers o f the P rogressive U n­
ion who rem a in  in  p riso n  drops to 
e igh t, five in  federa l in s t itu t io n s  
and th ree  in  s ta te ."

* * *
T he  S h ip y a rd  Worker says 

Todd S h ip ya rd s  Corp., w h ic h  has 
ju s t received co n tra c ts  fo r  60 
ta n ke rs  from  the B r it is h  govern­
m ent . lias made R5u , p ro fits  in  
24 years. "T h e  o r ig in a l in v e s t­
ment o f $-6.300.000 lias  been re ­
pa id  in  d iv id e n d s  ove r th ree  
tim es  . . . T lie  c o rp o ra tio n  lias 
pa id  til least 350% in  cash to 
s tocko w n ers ." The  u n io n  rep o rts  
tha t Todd pays "m ise ra b le  wages.”

* * *

The  K E N O S H A  L A B O R , A F L  
organ o f that W iscons in  tow n , is  
ad vo ca tin g  th a t R ooseve lt nam e 
"as o u t next am bassador to  G rea t 
B r ita in  ;tn o u ts ta n d in g  represeh- 
ta tiv e  o f la b o r such as W il l ia m  
G reen." Such a move, i t  is  sa id , 
w il l  “ ta c t fu l ly  s igna lize  the  B r i t ­
ish people tha t we approve  labo r's  
r is in g  in flu e n ce  and w ish  to  see 
it  c o n tin u e ."  T h a t ’s e xa c tly  w h y  
Roosevelt sends W il lk ie  to  B r i ­
ta in .

LA B O R , ra ilro a d  un ions’’ o rgan, 
acc la im s in  its  Jan. 7 issue the 
record  o f the N a tio n a l M ed ia tio n  
Board fo r  1940. " In  a il in d u s try  
( ra ilro a d s )  e m p lo y in g  a m il l io n  
persons and sp a n n ing  the  co u n try , 
o n ly  one m in o r  w a lkou t, occurred  
d u r in g  the y e a r— on a sn ia ll 
s w itc h in g  road owned by a steel 
co rp o ra tio n  -and it lasted o n ly  a 
week, w ith  a v ic to ry  fo r  the  w o rk ­
e rs ." But w hat about the  fa ilu re  
o f the un ions to w in  th e ir  m an y  
demands? The paper is m um  on 
th a t.

L a F o llc t te ’s PROGRESSIVE in
its  Ja n u a ry  4 issue com p la ins  e d i­
to r ia l ly  th a t “ P res iden t Roosev­
e lt ’s in c e n d ia ry  o ra to ry  the o th e r 
n ig h t— it  cou ld  h a rd ly  lie ca lled a 
fires ide  ‘ch a t'-—came as a shock 
to those m illio n s  of people who 
supported  h im  in  the b e lie f he was 
de te rm ined  to keep th is  c o u n try  
o u t o f the E uropean w ar. L a s t 
fa ll,  as a cand idate  fo r  ree lec tion , 
the P resident was cheered to the 
echo w hen tie sa id : 'T h is  c o u n try  
w an ts  no w a r w ith  an y  n a tio n .’ ”

The N o rth  D ako ta  U N IO N  FA R . 
M E R . o rgan  o f the best o rgan ized 
s ta te  F a rm ers  U n ion , s ta tes (Ja n ­
ua ry  6) th a t "T h e  N a tio n a l F a rm ­
ers U n ion  . . .  is the o n ly  n a tio n a l 
fa rm  o rg a n iz a tio n  th a t f r a n k ly  
faces the facts th a t E uropean 
m arke ts  are  gone, th a t  te m p o ra ry  
ta x  subsid ies are  about ended, 
th a t we m ust w o rk  out a W est­
ern  H em isphere  econom y and 
trade  w ith  South A m e rica , and 
th a t fa rm e rs  and w o rk e rs  m us t 
u n ite  to  p ro tect and extend A m e r­
ican dem ocracy i f  a fake  n a tio n a l 
u n ity  is not to  he im posed fro m  
above by a few  p ro fit-se e k in g  cap­
ita lis ts  as dangerous to  the A m e r­
ican w ay as H it le r is m  its e lf . "

TROTSKY MEMORIAL FUND
The Fund ca m p a ig n  closes on F e b ru a ry  1st. T he  fo l lo w in g  is  

the  s ta n d in g  o f the  branches on M onday. J a n u a ry  27, w ith  fo u r
m ore days to go. N e x t week we w i l l  pu b lish  the  f in a l score !

B ranch Q uota A m o u n t paid %
B O S TO N $ 100.00 $ 150.00 150
N E W  H A V E N 20.00 26.00 130
D E T R O IT 200.00 235.00 118
LO S A N G E L E S 150.00 162.45 108
Q U A K E R T O W N 7.00 7.50 107
B U F F A L O 25.00 26.15 105
P O R T L A N D 10.00 10.50 105
L Y N N 100.00 103.00 103
T O L E D O 50.00 51.00 102
M in n e a p o lis  &  S t. P au l 1000.00 1001.00 100.1
N ew  Y o rk 1000.00 " looo.oo 100
C hicago &  In d ia n a  H a rb o r  200.00 200.07 100
P itts b u rg h 10.00 10.00 100
A lle n to w n 15.00 15.00 100
M ilw a u ke e 5.10 5.10 100
R ead ing 5.00 5.00 100
B a lt im o re 10.00 10.00 100
San D iego 8.50 8.50 100
R o ckv ille 7.00 7.00 100
T exas 5.00 5.00 100
N e w a rk 150.00 150.00 100
H u tch in so n 10.00 10.00 100
S t. L ou is 5.00 5.00 100
A k ro n 10.00 10.00 100
P h ila d e lp h ia 30.00 30.00 100
R ochester 15.00 15.00 100
San F ra nc isco 100.00 100.00 100
W ill is to n 10 00 10.00 100
F l in t 150.00 138.00 92
Y o u n g s to w n 50.00 20.00 40
C leve land 70.00 18.00 26
In d iv id u a l C o n tr ib u tio n s 4.30

T O T A L  ............................... $3527.60 $3547.57 100%
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E dito r:
R e fe rr in g  to  the  now “ super 

defense b o a rd ,'’ so a b ly  ana lyzed  
in  th e  la s t A p p e a l, here  is w h a t 
a w id e ly -u sed  business in fo rm a ­
t io n  se rv ice  has to  say o f  i t .  “ The 
P re s id e n t is g iv in g  th is  new  
super defense se t-u p  the  p ro d u c ­
tio n  and p r io r i t y  pow er to  go 
ahead and a c t— ra th e r  than  ad ­
vise . T h is  is the  la s t d itc h  stand  
b e fo re  f u l l  em ergency .”

In  the  same re p o r t, i t  is sa id :
“ The  ca m pa ign  to  repea l the  

W a ls h -H e a le y  A c t  and a t  least 
suspend the  W a g e -a n d -H o u r Law- 
in  its  a p p lic a tio n  to  defense in ­
d u s try  is a lre a d y  w e ll under w ay. 
l l u t  don ’ t  in d u lg e  in p re m a lu re  
expec ta tio n s . The  c o u n te r-a tta c k  
by la b o r has n o t y e t begun ; i t  is 
b e in g  fo rm u la te d  now . A ls o  unde: 
co n s id e ra tio n  now  is a m ove by 
o rg an ized  la b o r to  revea l the e x ­
tent. o f  in e ffic ie n c y  in  m anage ­
m ent its e lf .  L a b o r in tends  to  p u b ­
lic iz e  n o t o n ly  th e  nu m b e r o f 
m en s t i l l  unem p loyed , b u t also 
th e  fa c t  th a t  la y -o f fs  have oc­
cu rre d  even in  a ir c r a f t  p la n ts  
w o rk in g  on m i l i t a r y  o rde rs . I f  
th e  m ove to  l im i t  L a b o r ’s pow ers  
is successfu l and i f  la b o r le g is la ­
t io n  is suspended in  defense in ­
d u s trie s , business shou ld  be p re ­
pared  to  expect a m a jo r  cam ­
p a ig n  by  la b o r fo r  the a c tu a l 
c o n s c rip tio n  o f w e a lth  and a com ­
p le te  co m m andeering  o f  defense 
in d u s tr ie s ."

A  c o n f lic t  is g le e fu l ly  noted 
w ith in  th e  defense m ach ine  as to 
la b o r po lic ies . P ro cu re m e n t C ir ­
c u la r  N o. 4M o f  the  W a r D e p a r t­
m e n t specifies th a t defense con­
tra c ts  a te  governed  by the  e x is t­
in g  body o f  la b o r le g is la tio n , 
s ta te  and n a tio n a l, and ind ica tes 
th a t  a s ta te m e n t to  th a t e ffe c t by 
th e  N D A C  has the  P re s id e n t s 
a p p ro v a l. B u t th is  fa c t d id  not 
p re v e n t Knudsen fro m  te l l in g  his 
b ro th e rs  o f  the  N a tio n a l A sso c ia ­
t io n  o f  M a n u fa c tu re rs  t h a t :  
“ C ongress has n o t d irec te d  th a t  
a l l  o r  an y  p a r t  o f  these o th e r nets 
(S he rm an  A c t. C la y to n  A c t, N a ­
t io n a l L a b o r R e la tio n s  A c t. and 
th e  W a g e -a n d -H o u r L a w ) he 
w r i t te n  in to  g o v e rn m e n t con ­
tra c ts . ”  K nudsen  a rgues that., 
w hereas C ongress made t h e 
W a ls h - IIe a le y  A c t a p p ly  to  g o v ­
e rn m e n t co n tra c ts , the  fa c t  th a t 
i t  d id  n o t m ake these o th e r la w s  
a p p lica b le  to  g o ve rn m e n t con ­
tra c ts  m eans th a t  i t  d id  not in tend

Nazis M ake Ghettoes  
In  P o lan d ; A n d  
In  the South

E d ito r  :
The  D e tro it  F re e  Press on its  

p ic to r ia l page today, J a n u a ry  G, 
1D I1, has in  b ig  headlines. “ N a z i 
C onquerors R ev ive  G he ttos  o f the  
M id d le  A ges in  W a r  R avished  P o­
la n d ."

T h is  re fe rs  to  a p ic tu re  o f  a 
s tre e t-c a r w ith  a p la ca rd  on the  
side d iv id in g  th e  passengers in  
tw o  sections. The  s ig n  ind ica tes  
one section  fo r  Jew s and the 
o th e r part, fo r  non-Jew s.

W e have below  the  M ason and 
D ixo n  lin e  th e  same s tre e t ears 
w orded  like w ise . W a it in g  room s, 
fusses, tra in s , s to res and w h a t 
have you. I la u g h  a t  th e  iro n y  
o f  it. N o t w ith  glee, b u t w ith  b i t ­
te r  resen tm en t. W e have o u r u n ­
w a lled  g h e tto s  no t o f th e  M id d le  
A ges b u t o f  to d ay  in  th e  la n d  o f 
l ib e r ty .  In  th e  land  o f th e  fre e  
and th e  home o f  th e  b rave .

W ha t d iffe re n c e  does i t  m ake 
w here, w ho, o r  when a person is

so il f o r  A m e ric a n  independence.
The A m e ric a n  N e g ro  has fe lled  

the fo re s ts , c u lt iv a te d  the ea rth , 
b u ilt  th e  roads and m e lted  the 
ore and la id  -the tra c k s  fo r  in ­
d u s try . So I  have a t  la s t found  
the  age I  am  l iv in g  in  is s t i l l  the 
M id d le  Ages. W o u ld  th a t  I  could 
have been bo rn  a t a la te r  date 
w hen c ru e l r ic h  men sh a ll ha v i 
perished  fro m  th e  e a rth , and 
w o rk e rs  in  the  v in e y a rd  sh a ll get 
w ha t th e y  -deserve and deserve 
w h a t th e y  g e t rega rd less  o f race, 
creed o r c o lo r! N o , I  sh a ll not 
g ive  up because T w as u n fo r tu n ­
a te  enough to- he born  d u r in g  th is  
d a rk  age. I  w i l l  t ig h t to  p re p a re  a 
b e tte r  p lace fo r  m y  c h ild re n ’s 
c h ild re n  and th e y  m ig h t say 
“ W e m odern  w o rk e rs  o f the 
w o r ld  sha ll never kn o w  th e  h a rd ­
sh ips c o n fro n te d  by  o u r fo re ­
fa th e rs  d u r in g  th e  d a rk  ages of 
A m e ric a  in 1610, 1865. 3918 and 
1941.
D e tro it .  M ich .

L E W IN



B y A L B E R T  P A R K E R

Jim Crow Air Pilots
One section o f  P u b lic  L a w  Krr.  18 o f  th e  la s t 

C ongress, adopted a lm o s t tw o  yea rs  ago, d irec te d  
th e  W a r  D e p a rtm e n t to  t r a in  N e g ro  a ir  p ilo ts . 
T h e  W a r  D e p a rtm e n t, u n d o u b te d ly  w i th  a w in k  
o f  t i le  eye fro m  th e  W h ite  House, ig n o re d  th is  
se c tio n  o f  th e  h i l l  c o m p le te ly .

L a s t w eek, how ever, i t  announced th a t  q u a li­
fied N egroes w o u ld  he accepted in to  th e  A rm y  
A i r  C orps  w ith  the  fo rm a t io n  o f  a squadron  th a t  
w i l l  beg in  t r a in in g  th is  m o n th .

T h is  announcem ent has been a lo n g  t im e  com ­
in g , and i t  u n d ou b te d ly  w ou ld  have been lo n g e r 
i f  i t  h a d n ’t  been th a t  a lo n g  series o f  N e g ro  p ro ­
te s ts  developed. Then Y a n ce y  W ill ia m s , e n g in e e r­
in g  s tu d en t a t  H o w a rd  U n iv e rs ity ,  f ile d  s u it  in  
th e  U n ite d  S ta tes D is t r ic t  C o u rt, a g a in s t th e  
S e c re ta ry  o f  W a r  and fo u r  m a jo r-g e n e ra ls , f o r  
th e ir  re je c t io n  o f  h is  a p p lic a tio n  to  e n lis t  in  the. 
A i r  C orps. O n ly  th e n  d id  th e  W a r  D e p a rtm e n t 
m ove.

B u t anyone w ho  concludes f ro m  th is  th a t  the  
gen era ls  in  th e  A r m y  o r  th e  b u re a u c ra ts  in  
W a s h in g to n  have in  an y  w a y  changed th e ir  basic 
po lic ie s  to w a rd  the  N e g ro  people, because o f  a 
l i t t le  la w  s u it, is q u ite  w ro n g .

F o r  the  bone th a t  has been th ro w n  th e  N e g ro  
people to  s h u t them  up  is J im  C ro w  th ro u g h  and 
th ro u g h .

The new  u n it ,  a  p u rs u it  squadron , w h ic h  w i l l  
rece ive  its  f ly in g  in s tru c t io n  a t  Tuskegee In s t i ­
tu te , A la b a m a , is fo r  co lo red  o n ly , and w i l l  be 
th e  o n ly  u n it  f o r  co lo red . T h is  m eans th a t  the 
p o lic y  o f  se g re g a tio n , w h ic h  has been p ra ised  as 
“ s a t is fa c to ry ”  by  R ooseve lt, re m a in s  untouched.

C re a tio n  o f  th e  new  u n it ,  sa id  U n d e rs e c re ta ry  
o f  W a r  P a tte rs o n , “ is in  k e e p in g  w ith  a p o lic y  
o f  in c lu d in g  co lo red  persons in  e ve ry  b ranch  o f  
the  A rm y . ”

T o  w h ic h  M a r jo r ie  M cK enz ie , P it ts b u rg h  
C o u rie r  co lu m n is t, has a p t ly  re p lie d :

“ A c c o rd in g  to  o u r in te rp re ta t io n ,  th is  is in  
lin e  w ith  a p o lic y  o f  e xc lu d in g  co lo red  persons 
f ro m  e v e ry  b ra n ch  o f  th e  A rm y ,  e xce p t a fe w  
J im  C ro w  s e t - u p s . . . ”

T h e re  is n ’t  m uch to  th e  bone. W h e n  th e  squad­
ro n  is  f in a lly  o rg a n ize d  i t  w i l l  in c lude  o n ly  .88 
p ilo ts  and 27 p lanes, w ith  a g ro u n d  fo rce  o f  a bou t 
<100 e n lis te d  m en.

Im m e d ia te ly  a f te r  the  p la n  w as announced, 
the  N a tio n a l A irm e n ’s A sso c ia tio n , m ade u p  o f 
N e g ro  f ly e rs  th ro u g h o u t th e  c o u n try , passed a 
s tro n g  re s o lu tio n  condem n ing  th e  p la n  and r c a fr  
f irm in g  its  d e te rm in a tio n  to  w in  com p le te  e q u a l­
i t y  in  th e  A i r  C orps. “ B o th  th e  a rm y  and n a v y  
have  stressed  t r a d it io n  in  a rg u in g  a g a in s t the  
a b o lit io n  o f seg rega ted  u n its ,”  said C. IL  C o ffe y , 
n a t io n a l p res iden t. “ In  the  a ir  co rps th e re  is no 
t ra d it io n ,  e ith e r  fa v o ra b le  o r u n fa v o ra b le  to  com ­
p le te  ra c ia l in te g ra t io n . I f  w e p e rm it  the  es tab ­
lis h m e n t o f  a N e g ro  u n it ,  i t  w i l l  be e s ta b lis h in g  
a p receden t w h ic h  w i l l  be h a rd  to  b re a k  dow n. 
W e ’d ra th e r  be. excluded th a n  to  be seg rega ted ...”

T he  w ho le  in c id e n t is s t r ik in g  p ro o f o f  o u r 
co n te n tio n  th a t  rega rd less  o f  w h a t C ong ress iona l 
o r  le g a l a c tio n  is ta k e n  o r  dec is ion  m ade, th e  o f ­
f ic e r  c liq u e , as lo n g  as th e y  a re  in  c o n tro l o f 
th in g s , w i l l  d is re g a rd  them  o r fin d  some w a y  o f  
g e t t in g  a round  them  and m a in ta in in g  th e ir  seg­
re g a tio n -d is c r im in a t io n  p o lic ies . T he  w a y  o u t is  
to  ta ke  th a t c o n tro l a w ay fro m  them . T h a t is  w h y  
we c a ll f o r  tra d e  u n io n  c o n tro l o f  m i l i t a r y  t r a in ­
in g .

W ar Industries Jim Crow
T he  re ce n t re p o r t  by  th e  N a tio n a l U rb a n  

League, th e  o rg a n iz a tio n  m o s t c lo se ly  in  touch  
w ith  s ta t is t ic s  d e a lin g  w ith  h ir in g  and b a r r in g  
o f  N egroes f ro m  th e  w a r  in d u s tr ie s , show s th a t  
v e ry  l i t t le  p ro g re ss  has been m ade in  b re a k in g  
d ow n  th e  d is c r im in a to ry  p ra c tice s  em p loyed  b y  
th e  bosses and th e ir  e m p lo y m e n t m anagers .

A c c o rd in g  to  th e  re p o r t,  those  e m p lo ye rs  w ho  
Were questioned  w e re  “ p ra c t ic a lly  u n a n im o u s ”  in 
c la im in g  th a t  th e y  b a rre d  N egroes n o t because 
th e y  them se lves p e rs o n a lly  w e re  opposed to  them , 
b u t  because th e y  w e re  a fra id  th a t  th e  w h ite  
w o rk e rs  in  th e ir  p la n ts  w o u ld  rese n t i t ,  and “ i t  
m ig h t  lead to  se rious la b o r tro u b le , o r a t  le a s t 
s u ff ic ie n t i l l  w i l l  to  in te r fe re  w ith  e ff ic ie n t p ro ­
d u c tio n ” .

In  th is  w a y , the  bosses w ho  a re  g u i l t y  o f  J im  
C ro w in g  th e  N e g ro  t r y  to  pa lm  o f f  the  re sp o n s i­
b i l i t y  on th e  w h ite  w o rk e rs — w h o  w ere  neve r 
consu lted  in  a s in g le  case b y  th e  bosses a bou t 
w h a t th e y  th o u g h t a b o u t h ir in g  N egroes. T hu s  
th e  bosses a ccom p lish  tw o  th in g s :  th e y  b a r  th e  
N e g ro , and th e n  th e y  b u ild  up  a n ta g o n ism  am ong 
th e  N eg roes  to w a rd  th e  w h ite  w o rk e rs . “ D iv id e  
and ru le ”  is th e  m o tto  o f  th e  bosses.

A  sa rdon ic  B r i t is h  co m m e n t on th e  b a lly ­
hoo a b o u t th e  “ h e ro ic ”  G enera l W a v e ll,  w h o  w as 
in  o f f ic ia l com m and o f  th e  B r i t is h  tro o p s  o p e ra t­
in g  a g a in s t th e  I ta l ia n s  in  A f r ic a ,  is  th e  fo l lo w ­
in g , w h ich  appeared  in  th e  N E W  L E A D E R  
(L o n d o n ) D ecem ber 28, 1940:

One day, a w eek o r  so ago , some tens o f  
thousands  o f  so ld ie rs  w e re  b a t t l in g  f ie rc e ly  in  
th e  d e se rt to  decide th e  m a s te ry  o f  S id i B a ra n i. 
In  opp ress ive  hea t, a  d u s t s to rm  th re a te n in g , 
m en fo u g h t in  a b a th  o f  p e rs p ira tio n , w h ile  H e ll 
b lazed a ro u n d  them . W hen, in  th e  end, th e  B r i t ­
is h  re ca p tu re d  th e  to w n , th e  w ho le  P ress in  th is  
c o u n try  gave th e ir  app lause—

in  th e  p ro p o r t io n  o f a b o u t n ine  p a rts  to  
G e n era l W a v e ll fo r  e ve ry  one p a r t  to  the  
ra n ks .

I t  is  in te re s t in g , th e re fo re , to  read  th a t  Gen­
e ra l W a v e ll spen t one a fte rn o o n  d u r in g  th e  cam ­
p a ig n  a t  a race  m e e tin g  a t  C a iro , w he re— w e are  
to ld — he w as e n th u s ia s t ic a lly  cheered.

W a te r lo o  w as w on  on th e  p la y in g  fie lds  
o f  E to n . T he  b a tt le  fo r  S id i B a ra n i, we p re ­
sume, was w on on th e  racecourse  o f  C a iro !

(P .S .— C a iro  is  a b o u t 400 m ile s  f ro m  S id i 
B a ra n i.)

B y  JO H N  G. W R IG H T
.Mr. Walter Durant)’ has returned to his old occupation of 

scooping the Daily Winker. 11 is very first dispatch, dated Mos­
cow. January 21. contains very important, even sentalional news.
1 le is able to announce to the world what the tasks of the Eight­
eenth Part)' Conference really are: The Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union is no longer to hold its former position' in the coun­
try. It is being re-c>rgani~ed along new and different lines.

Duran!y's cautious formulation reads:
''There is a new, more flexible and more practicable con­

ception of the position and duties of the Communist Par t y . . .  
in relation to the nation in general and the national effort in par­
ticular." (X. Y. Times. January 22. !0-41).

The call for the Eighteenth Party Conference issued by
S ta lin  on Decem ber 20 d id  not
b rea the  a s ing le  w ord  about re ­
o rg a n iz in g  t l ie  p a rty  a long  new. 
less r ig id  and m ore  p ra c tic a l lin e s  
'in  re la tio n  to the  n a tio n  in  gen­

era l and n a tio n a l e f fo r t  in  p a r t i­
c u la r .”  T h is  is the  f irs t  in k l in g  
t Hat such unprecedented and 
d ra s tic  m easures w ere con tem ­
p la ted  and even app lied  d u rin g  
the  so-called p re -con fe rence  pe­
r io d  when o n ly  d iscussion is sup­
posedly in  o rde r. Yet. m ore th a n  
th ree  weeks before the Conference 
its e lf  convenes, D u ra n ty  was pe r­
m itte d  to re fe r to  it as an ac­
com plished fac t, as a “ concep tion ”  
a lrea d y  rea lized  in  life . A p p a r­
e n tly  th e  o n ly ' t i l in g  le ft  fo r  the

e luded: “ A  m a jo r  s u rg ic a l o p e ra ­
tio n  is  now  in  p rog ress." (S oc ia l­
ist Appeal,  Decem ber 2S, 1940). I t  
is now possib le to  appra ise  S ta l­
in 's  m a jo r  o p e ra tion  m uch m ore 
accu ra te ly . I t  goes beyond a 
large-scale purge, so serv iceab le  in  
t lie  past, but m a n ife s tly  not ade­
quate in  the e x is t in g  co n d itio ns . 
D ire c t ly  in vo lve d  is a b low  a t the 
p a r ly ’s pos it ion  in  the c o u n try  
and its  dom inan t rote  In  econom y 
(" th e  n a tio n a l e f fo r t " ) .

D U R A N T Y , A G E N T  O F 
S T A L IN ’S G P U

One m ay a n tic ip a te  at th is  p o in t 
a possible o b je c tio n  th a t i t  is, 
a fte r  a ll,  im p e rm is s ib le  to a ttach

E ig h te e n th  P a r t y  Conference ¡ so m uch im p o rta n ce  (o a s ing le .
scheduled fo r  F e b ru a ry  15 is to 
vote— u n a n im o u s ly , o f course.

W hen the  December 20th ca ll 
fo r the Conference was released, 
we ve n tu re d  t lie  fo llo w in g  p ro g ­
nosis: “ T he  second p o in t on the  
agenda. The O rgan iza t iona l  Ques­
t ion ,  im p lie s  tha t the re  are s h o rt­
com ings in  the  e x is tin g  o rg a n iza ­
t io n a l set-up w h ic h  o b s tru c t the 
p a rty 's  w o rk  in  tra n s p o rt and in  
in d u s try — and th e re fo re  the  p a rty  
m ust be most, c e r ta in ly  ‘ renova ted ’ 
o rg a n iz a t io n a l ly . "  A nd  we eon-

and som ew hat vague sentence in  
a d ispa tch  by D u ra n ty . I t  is not 
at a ll,  how ever, a casual passage 
bu t a ce n tra l p o in t to  w h ich  D ur- 
a n tv  e la b o ra te ly  and c a re fu lly  
leads up. The  e n lire  stress in  t i l ls  
d ispa tch  is placed by D u ra n ty  on 
the p ro fo u n d , w e ll-n ig h  in c re d ib le  
changes w h ich  have tra n s fo rm e d  
beyond re co g n itio n  and have va s t­
ly  im p ro ve d  (o f course! of 
c o u rs e !)— every  sphere o f Soviet 
l i fe  sinee -when, as D u ra n ty
acknow ledges In  passing, "co nd i

tio n s  w ere a d m itte d ly  d if f ic u lt . ”  
( "A d m it te d ly " !  ! ! W here a d m it­
ted? W hen?)

"R uss ia  lias changed enorm ous­
ly  in  the las t ye a r." announces 
D u ra n ty , and w ith  an assumed a ir  
o f d iscove ry  and aston ishm en t 
adds, " I  never though t th a t tw e lve  
m on ths cou ld  m ake such a d i f ­
ference o f a tm osphere, tone, and 
fa c t."  Then, a fte r  m e ticu lo u s ly  l is t ­
in g  il ie  reo rgan iza t ion  o f t lie  a r ­
m y. navy, and a ir  fo rce, of in d u s ­
tr y ,  trade , tra n s p o rt, finance and 
education , lie  tops i t  a ll o ff  w ith  
the  reo rg a n iza tio n  o f the p a rty .

As fo r  D u ra n ty  h im s e lf, h is  ro le  
was co m p le te ly  exposed severa l 
years ago d u r in g  t l ie  in fa m o u s  
Moscow T r ia ls . A t  th a t  tim e , a l­
though  no longe r the M oscow co r­
respondent o f the  N ew  Y o rk  
Times,  he happened, as is w e ll 
know n , to  he fo r tu ito u s ly  present 
a t each t r ia l ;  and to g e th e r w ith  
1 lie E n g lish m a n , P r i t t ;  t lie  G er­
m an, F e u c litw a n g le r  and a ll  the 
o th e r l i te r a r y  scavengers, D u ra n ty  
craw led  ou t o f h is  s k in  to  dem on­
s tra te  th a t no ass ignm en t in  the 
se rv ice  o f t lie  GPU paym aste rs 
was too f i l th y  fo r  h im . I f  D u r ­
a n ty  is now  in  the  S ov ie t U n ion , 
it is by o rd e r o f h is  rea l em p loy­
e r in  t l ie  K re m lin , and not o f t lie  
N ew  Y o rk  Times, o r  the  la tte r 's  
nows synd ica te , th e  N o r ih  A m e r i­
can N ew spaper A llia n c e . D ur- 
a n ty ’s jo b  was and is  to  secure 
fo r  the  K re m lin  fa vo ra b le  p u b lic ­
i t y  in  the A m e rica n  press, and to 
p repare  p u b lic  o p in io n  fo r  Soviet 
dom estic  developm ents. W ha te ve r 
D u ra n ty  w r ite s  is  passed by the 
censors because i t  is composed 
under GPU su p e rv is io n  and bears 
the GPU seal o f app rova l.

B u t most im p o r ta n t o f a ll, sup­
p le m e n ta ry  da ta  c o rro b o ra tin g

D u ra n ty 's  scoop is a va ilab le . The 
p a rty  lias been co n s ta n tly  and 
ever m ore h a rs h ly  c r it ic iz e d  in  
the press fo r  its  sh o rtco m in g s  and 
fa ilu re s  In the  genera l "re o rg a n ­
iz a tio n "  o f the c o u n try , th a t is. 
in  the  fu lf i l lm e n t o f the June 26 
a n ti- la b o r laws, the tu rn in g  of 
Soviet fa c to rie s  in to  v ir tu a l p r is ­
ons, the  in tro d u c t io n  o f  c h ild  la ­
bor, the a b o lit io n  o f free  educa­
tio n , the extens ion  o f the June 
26 law s to the te ch n ica l s ta ff, etc., 
etc.; t l ie  pu rge  of t l ie  trad e  u n ­
ions, o f the K om som ols, o f d ire c ­
to rs  and eng ineers, o f a u th o rs  and 
d ra m a tis ts , etc. etc. “ The Soviet 
press,”  D u ra n ty  casua lly  rem arks , 
“  is  fa r  m ore  p ro d ig a l o f com ­
p la in ts  and c r it ic is m s  th a n  m ig h t 
be guessed fro m  the messages o f 
fo re ig n  co rresponden ts .”  (H e  p i­
o us ly  re fra in s  fro m  m e n tio n in g  
th a t w ith  the  d e p a rtu re  o f Gedye 
las t sum m er the o n ly  fo re ig n  co r­
respondents re m a in in g  in  Moscow 
w ere the  N az is  and the ske le ton 
crew s o f the m a jo r  news services; 
th a t o n ly  the d ispa tches o f t lie  
T.A..S.S.— S ta lin 's  o ff ic ia l news
agency....cou ld  be tra n s m itte d  to
A m e rica  and the T.A.S.S., as m ay 
e a s ily  be guessed, re fra in s  fro m  
b roadcas ting  any co m p la in ts  o r 
c r it ic is m .)

M oreover, on December 20 the 
news was released by Moscow tha t 
a v ita l section o f S ov ie t in d u s try , 
nam e ly , the defense in d u s try  had 
been placed u nder the su pe rv is ion  
o f the  A rm y . A week ago came 
a TA S S  d ispa tch  to  t lie  e ffec t tha t 
specia l loca l com m ittees w ou ld  
hence fo rth  superv ise  in d u s tr ie s  
p ro d u c in g  consum er's  g o o d s .  
These local com m ittees are "non- 
p a r ty ”  i.  e. ha’lldp icked  and con­
tro lle d  d ire c t ly  by t lie  GPU it- 

I se lf. ’J'tnis the economic  l i fe  of

A  Typical British Colony
(T h e  fo l lo w in g  a r t ic le  on 

c o n d itio n s  in  the  B r i t is h  co lony 
o f  N o r th e rn  Rhodesia w as w r i t ­
ten a t (he b e g in n in g  o f Decem ­
ber. w hen G eorge P adm ore 
lea rned  th a t a R oya l C o m m is ­
sion re p o rt bn th e  co lony was 
no t be ing  p e rm itte d  to  see the 
l ig h t  o f  day. C om rade Pad- 
m ore, a n a tiv e  o f  th e  W est I n ­
dies, is in  E n g la n d .)

#  *  *

B y G E O R G E  P A D M O R E
Last A p r i l  a s tr ik e  took place 

am ong the m in e rs  in  tlie  Copper- 
be lt o f N o r th e rn  Rhodesia. I t  re ­
su lted  in  the k l l i t ig  of 2!) na tives 
and t lie  w o u n d in g  o f 72. T h is  
was the second la b o r d is tu rbance  
to occu r in  tha t co lony w ith in  
recent years. In  1935. the b lacks 
were shot dow n lik e  dogs fo r  d a r­
in g  to p ro test aga ins t increased 
po ll ta x  w ith o u t a co rrespond ing  
increase in  wages. T h is  tim e  they 
were g iven  b u lle ts  fo r  dem and ing  
h ig h e r wages to meet t lie  rise  in 
the cost of l iv in g ,  due to the w ar.

T here  are  about 27,000 A fr ic a n  
m in e rs  and a few  hun dre d  E u ro ­
peans. The  w h ite s  come fro m  
S outh  A fr ic a  and S ou th e rn  R ho­
desia. T hey a lone en joy  the r ig h t  
o f co lle c tive  b a rg a in in g . B lacks 
are  r ig id ly  excluded fro m  th e ir  
T rade  U n ion . T h is  is in  keep ing  
w ith  the  p o lic y  o f t lie  in d u s tr ia l 
C o lo r-b a r- w idespread in  S ou th ­
ern  A fr ic a .

I t  was the  w h ite  w o rke rs  who 
took the in i t ia t iv e  in  dem and ing  
m ore pay. A t the  tim e  th e y  were 
re c e iv in g  b e t  w e e n £40 and 
£70 per m on th , in c lu d in g  p ro v i­
s ion  o f a house free o f charge and 
o th e r a m en ities . B e in g  w h ite  and 
organ ized, the  m in in g  com panies 
im m e d ia te ly  g ran ted  th e ir  de­
mands. F o r it  is the p o lic y  o f Col­
o n ia l A d m in is tra t io n s  to  avo id  as 
m uch as possib le c o n flic ts  between 
E uropeans— w o rk e rs  and c a p ita l­
is ts, so as to m a in ta in  w h ite  pres­
tig e  am ong co lored popu la tions . 
W ith o u t the closest co-operation 
between E u ropean— o ffic ia ls , em ­
p loye rs  anti em ployees— the  Color- 
bar system  cou ld  not fu n c tio n .

The  o ff ic ia ls  and p o lit ic ia n s  
m ake law s w h ich  obs tru c t na tives

fro m  o rg a n iz in g , w h ile  t lie  w h ite  
w o rke rs  close the doors o f th e ir  
o rg a n iza tio n s  ag a in s t th e ir  b lack 
b ro the rs .

It is as easy fo r  a N egro to  en­
te r the South A fr ic a n  and S ou th ­
e rn  R hodesian Labor P a rtie s  as 
fo r  a fe w  Jew s to  jo in  the  N a z i 
h ie ra rc h y .

In  o th e r w ords, the C o lo r-bar is 
a ta c it U n ite d -F ro n t am ong the 
w h ite s  to  dom ina te  the lilaeks.

T h is  process enables the ca p i­
ta lis ts  to  e xp lo it cheap, u n o rg a n ­
ized labo r, and out o f th e ir  supe r­
p ro fits  b ribe  and co rru p t tlie  w h ite  
co lo n ia l w o rke rs  w ith  h ig h  wages.

B E T R A Y IN G  S O C IA L IS M
The great tragedy  is th a t these 

E uropean w o rke rs , m any o f them  
fo rm e r B r it is h  T rade  U n ion is ts , 
have done m ore to  d is c re d it So­
c ia lis m  and t lie  B ro th e rh o o d  o f 
Man am ong the co lo n ia l peoples 
than  a ll the  ra v in g s  o f H it le r  
and h is F asc is t tr ibesm en . In  th is  
respect they  show less com rade­
sh ip  to  the  na tive s  th a n  the  m is ­
s iona ries . A n d  nobody cou ld  ac­
cuse me o f be ing  a m is s io n a ry ’s 
d isc ip le . But. it  is necessary to 
speak the  t r u th  even i f  it  h u rts . 
To these E uropean  w o rke rs  the 
slogan, "W o rk e rs  o f  the W o rld  
U n ite ! ”  means n o th in g , b u t one 
day those ch a u v in is ts  w i l l  rea lize  
th a t “ la b o r w ith  the  w h ite  s k il l 
cannot em ancipa te  its e lf  w h ile  la ­
bor in  a b lack  s k in  is  b randed .”

N ow  to the ro le  o f the b lack 
w o rke rs  in  co nnec tion  w ith  t lie  
s tr ik e . As soon as they heard th a t 
tlie  w h ite  w o rk e rs  had got an in ­
crease on th e ir  handsom e wages, 
they  too appealed fo r  s im ila r  
tre a tm e n t. The  average A fr ic a n  
wage was about 22|6 per m on th  
o f 30 w o rk in g  days. M any rece iv ­
ed o n ly  12 6 pe r m on th , as the 
ra tes  v a ry  a cco rd ing  to w h e th e r 
th e y  w o rk  und erg rou n d  o r above.

U n lik e  the w h ite s , the b lacks 
liv e  in  compounds, and, since 
they are  n o t a llow ed to b r in g  
th e ir  fa m ilie s  w ith  them , the  com ­
panies su p p ly  ra tio n s  at the fo l­
lo w in g  w e e k ly  ra tes: 141b. of
m ealie, 280z. d ry  beans, 120z. ro o k ­
in g  nu ts , 1 111. rice . 1 lb. vegetables, 
l i b .  f r u i t ,  4 1b. m eat, 141b. d r ip ­

p ing , 114lb. sa lt, 7 p in ts  cocoa. 
420zs. bread.

The na tives , w ho expressed 
great d issa tis fa c tio n  w ith  tlie  
q u a n tity  and q u a lity  of the food, 
asked fo r  a m in im u m  o f 5|- per 
day and w ished to feed them selves. 
They w ere to ld  th a t t l ie  m a tte r  
w ou ld  have to  be re fe rre d  to the 
d ire c to rs  o f th e  com panies w h ich  
ow n the m ines— Roan A nte lope . 
I . td .;  R hokana C o rp o ra tio n ; and 
ibe M u fu lira  Copper M ines, w ith  
headquarte rs  in  the C ity  o f L o n ­
don. A f te r  severa l days t lie  local 
m anagem ent to ld  the men tha t 
th e ir  demands were e x o rb ita n t 
and cou ld  not lie g ran te d !

T he  S tr ik e  C om m ittee  then  
made the a lte rn a t iv e  o ffe r  to 
w ith d ra w  th e ir  demands i f  the  
com panies w ould , se ll th e ir  cop­
per to  th e  B r it is h  Im p e r ia l Gov­
e rnm en t at p re -w a r rates. B u t 
even th is  gesture  was re jected. 
The d ire c to rs  e v id e n tly  th o ug h t 
the Negroes w ere g o in g  crazy. 
W ha t?  W a r w ith o u t p ro fits?  W ho­
ever heard o f such a th in g ?  O nly 
“ b a ckw a rd ”  A fr ic a n s  could be so 
na ive !

On the com panies’ re je c tio n  of 
th is  o ffe r  the  b lacks asked to be 
paid and a llow ed  to go home. T h a t 
th e  com panies refused to p e rm it 
and began to o rgan ize  b lack legs 
to  b reak t lie  s tr ik e .

These and o th e r p rovoca tive  
means led to  clashes between the 
s tr ik e rs  and s tr ike -b rea ke rs . F in ­
a lly .  loca l po lice  and tro o p s  fro m  
S ou the rn  R hodesia were ca lled  in  
to  res to re  “ la w  and o rd e r.”  B ea t­
en in to  subm iss ion  at the p o in t o f 
the bayonet, the  na tive s  were 
forced back in to  the m ines a fte r 
s u ffe r in g  heavy casua lties.

The  gove rnm en t, h a v in g  d is ­
charged its  o b lig a tio n s  to  B ig  Bus­
iness, reso rted  to  the  t ra d it io n a l 
and tim e-honored  custom  of face­
sav ing . M r. M acD ona ld , then  Sec­
re ta ry  o f S ta te  fo r  the  Colonies, 
faced w ith  c r it ic is m  in  the  House 
o f Commons, appo in ted  a Com­
m iss ion  to  in ve s tig a te .

D esp ite  e ffo rts  to  w h itew ash  
t l ie  c rim es of B r it is h  Im p e r ia lis m , 
the C om m iss ione rs ’ re p o rt makes 
such sh o ck in g  d isc losures th a t the 
C o lo n ia l Office is s t r iv in g  to sup-

Last Call for Reservations!

FAREWELL BANQUET
Tendered to

GRACE CARLSON
This banquet is Comrade Carlson's last appearance in New York before continuing

her national tour

SATURDAY, February 1, GERMANIA HALL
8:00 P .M . 160 T h ir d  A venue  (N e a r  16th S t.)

A u sp ice s : S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty , Loca l N e w  Y o rk  

F o r  re se rva tio n s  ca ll G ra m e rcy  7-9317 $100  a p la te

press it ,  as i i  d id  t lie  W est In d ie s  
R oyal C om m iss ion 's  docum ent 
e a rly  th is  year.

Le t L o rd  L lo yd  sit on the re- 
po rt. The  tim e  w il l  come when 
(be com m on people, s ick  to death 
o f c a p ita lis ts  and t lie  b loody wars, 
w i l l  fo rce  not o n ly  the H it le rs , 
the M usso lin ts  and Lava ls , b u t tlie  
B r it is h  o ld-school-tie  f r a te rn ity  to 
g ive  account o f th e ir  crim es.

The c o lo n ia l peoples have long 
had the il lu s io n  tha t C om m issions 
— R oyal o r  o th e rw is e — are  go ing  
to im p ro ve  th e ir  lo t. F o r those 
w ho c la im  to he the trus tees of 
the subject races o f the E m p ire  
are them selves in te res ted  in  per­
p e tu a tin g  e x p lo ita tio n . F o r exam ­
ple, L o rd  L lo yd  and M r. A m e ry  
are  sha reho lde rs  in  R hodesian 
R a ilw a y  com panies and A fr ic a n  
m ines!

H U G E  P R O F IT S
In  the m ean tim e , how ever, t lie  

co lo n ia l s la ve -d rive rs  are reap ing  
'a s t  p ro fits . The  la tes t rep o rts  
ju s t  announced show the fo llo w in g  
increases over the p rev io u s  year 
and tlie  c u rre n t d iv id e n d  paid.

P ro f it D iv id -
end %

A nte lope  . . . . .  £1,865,643 20
R hokana .. . . . £2.726,668 40
M u fu lira  . . . . . .  £1,761.002 UV4

These Im p e r ia lis ts  con tin ue  to  
fa t te n  upon the  f le s h  and blood 
o f  hundreds  o f m illio n s  o f  co lo red  
slaves in  In d ia . A f r ic a  and th e  
W est Ind ies . T h e irs  is t r u ly  a 
l i fe  o f  b lood and te a rs  and to i l  
and sw eat.

J u s t th in k  o f  i t !  M illio n s  o f  
hum an  be ings to i l in g  day and 
n ig h t, y e a r in  and ye a r ou t, on 
a bow l o f  r ic e  o r m ea lie  in  o rd e r 
th a t  a h a n d fu l o f  w h ite s  m ay en ­
jo y  a p a ra s it ic  l i fe  o f  lu x u ry  and 
ease!

A n d  these p lu to c ra ts  have th e  
im pudence to  say th e y  are  f ig h t ­
in g  fo r  D em ocra cy  and ta  p re ­
v e n t H i t le r  f ro m  e n s la v in g  the  
n a tiv e s ! H i t le r  is too la te . Cecil 
Rhodes d id  th is  lo n g  ago.

Now Available 
In Limited Quantity

B ound  V o lum es

1940
SOCIALIST
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$ 2 .5 0  each

P lace y o u r o rd e rs  im m e d ia te ly  

F o r  F e b ru a ry  1st S h ip m e n t

S ocia lis t A ppea l 
116 U n ivers ity  Place 

IS etc Y o rk  C ity

the. c o u n try  is in effect no longer  
under the party 's  s i ip e r r is io n .

W H Y  S H O U L D  S T A L IN  
W E A K E N  H IS  P A R T Y ?

A t first, g lance such a deve lop­
m ent seems nol on ly  unexpected 
but in e xp lica b le . W hy shou ld  
S ta lin  w ho has ru led  a ll these 
years in  the name o f  the com ­
p le te ly  bu reaucra tized  p a rty  seek 
to  u n d e rm in e  w ha t appears to  be 
one o f the  basic and m ost in d is ­
pensable props o f b is  ru le?  
Doesn't S ta lin  weaken h im s e lf by 
w eaken ing  the p o s itio n  o f the p a r­
ty?  The  p a rty  embraces the  m ost 
p riv ile g e d  sections o f the  bu reau­
c racy . Is n ’t  th is  lik e w is e  a b low  
at them ? Doesn’ t th is  mean a s p lit 
in  the bureaucracy its e lf?  A nd  so 
fo r th  and so on. The s itu a t io n  is 
indeed com plex. A  fo rm a l, sche­
m a tic  and th e re fo re  su p e rfic ia l ap ­
proach ca n n o t poss ib ly  p ro v id e  a 
co rre c t answ er.

In  1934. com rade T ro ts k y  w ro te : 
“ The vast p ra c tic a l im p o rta n ce  o f 
a co rrect th e o re tic a l o r ie n ta t io n  is 
m ost s t r ik in g ly  m an ifes ted  in  a 
pe riod  o f acute socia l c o n flic t, o f 
ra p id  p o lit ic a l s h ifts , o f ab rup t 
changes in  the  s itu a tio n  . . .  I t  is 
in  ju s t  such pe riods th a t a ll so rts  
o f t ran s i t io n a l ,  in te rm e d ia te  s i t ­
u a tio ns  a rise , as a m a tte r  o f neces­
s ity , w h ich  upset the cu s tom ary  
p a tte rn s  and doub ly  re q u ire  a sus- 
s ta ined  th e o re tic a l a tte n t io n .”  

W h a t we are  now  w itn e s s in g  in  
the  S ovie t U n ion  is p rec ise ly  a 
t ra n s i t io n a l ,  in te rm e d ia te  com bi­
n a tio n  o f deve lopm ents aga inst 
the  background of acute  socia l con­
f l ic t .  ra p id  p o lit ic a l s h if ts  and 
a b ru p t changes in  the  s itu a tio n . 
W e define the S ta lin is t reg im e  as 
I to n ap a r t is t ,  th a t is. a governm ent 
w h ich  ra ises its e lf  above a socia l 
system — in  th is  case, a degenera t­
ed w o rk e rs ’ sta te . T h is  gove rn ­
m ent, how ever, is n o t suspended 
in  m id -a ir . A t  a l l  tim es, a Bona- 
p a r t is t  reg im e rests on a bu ttress, 
o r ax is  w h ic h  becomes m ore and 
m ore n a rro w  as the  co n tra d ic tio n s  
between the p o lit ic a l su p e rs tru c ­
tu re  and the econom ic fo u n d a tio n  
g ro w  m ore  and m ore acute.

A s  the  tru e  ax is  o f th e  re g im e  
c o n s tr ic ts , ¡ lo w e r becomes p e r­
sona lized  m ore  and m ore op e n ly ; 

i i t  becomes associa ted m ore  and 
m ore  w ith  S ta lin  n o t as the  u n ­
cha llenged  d ic ta to r  o f  the  p a r ty  

j w ho  ru le s  behind the  scenes b u t 
as th e  u n d isp u te d  d ic ta to r  o f  the  

| S ta te  its e lf .  T lie  tru e  a x is  o f  
| S ta l in ’s re g im e  to d a y  passes 
I th ro u g h  th e  po lice , th e  bu re a u ­

c ra t ic  tops, the  n e w ly  co n s titu te d  
! m i l i t a r y  o ff ic e rs ’ caste  and the  
; G PU .

T H E  P A R T Y  IS  N O W  
A N  O B S T A C L E  T O  S T A L IN

E ven th e  fo rm a li t y  o f  r u l in g  
| th ro u g h  th e  p a r ty — (w h ic h  never 

w as a m o n o lith ic  b u re a u c ra tic  
e n t i ty  b u t rem a in s  v e ry  h e te ro ­
geneous)— n o t o n ly  becomes cum ­
bersom e b u t a c tu a lly  tu rn s  in to  
a g ra ve  obstac le  to- s ta b i l i ty  be­
cause o f  the v e ry  d a n ge r o f  a 
r i f t  be tw een its  u p p e r and th e  
lo w e r t ie rs ,  because o f th e  v e ry  
th re a t,  e sp e c ia lly  in  w a r - t im e  
co n d itio ns , th a t  th e  B o n a p a rt is t  
ru le  m a y  be cha llenged  w ith in  
the ta n ks  o f  the  p a r ty  i ts e lf .  B u t 
th is  does n o t m ean th a t  th e  p a r ty  
m u s t be c o m p le te ly  and im m e d ­
ia te ly  e lim in a te d , f a r  f ro m  it .  
T h is  m eans th a t  the  p a r ty  m u s t 
be re le g a te d  to  such a p o s itio n  as 
to  re n d e r i t  in capab le  o f  d i re c t ly  
c h a lle n g in g  S ta lin ’s pow er. Hence 
f lo w s  th e  co n s ta n t need o f  a p p ly ­
in g  p re v e n tiv e  m easures to  g u a rd  
p re c is e ly  a g a in s t such a c o n tin g ­
ency. H ith e r to  pu rg e s  su fficed . 
T o d a y  a “ re o rg a n iz a tio n ”  is re ­
q u ire d . T h is  dangerous and by 
no- m eans s im p le  o p e ra tio n  w i l l  
n o t and canno t be e f fe c t iv e ly  ac­
com p lished  w ith  a s in g le  s tro ke , 

■ b u t re q u ire s  a series  o f  w e ll-  
ca lcu la te d  steps, w e ll- t im e d , w e ll-  
p re p a re d — in  p o in t o f  a ssa u lt as 
w e ll as possib le  re tre a t— o f  w h ich  
the f i r s t  is the  E ig h te e n th  P a r ty  
Conference.

A p p a re n t ly  o n ly  th e  lo w e r 
ra n ks , th e  loca l p a r ty  u n its  are  
to d a y  be ing  sh o rn  o f  th e ir  dom ­
in a n t p o s itio n , e sp e c ia lly  in  re la ­
t io n  to  in d u s try ;  th e  s ta tu s  o f  the 
tops w i l l  be le f t  u n im p a ire d  fo r  
the  t im e  be ing . S hou ld  i t  p rove, 
how ever, th a t  both  the  tops and 
th e  lo w e r  ra n k s  a re  a ffe c te d  by 
the  “ re o rg a n iz a tio n ,”  th is  w i l l  
mean th a t the  c r is is  o f the  re ­
g im e  has reached a s tage  fa r  
m ore acu te  th a n  th e  one e s t im a t­
ed above. I t  w i l l  m ean th a t  the 
b u re a u c racy  is  so- ra va g e d  b y  th e  
c r is is  and so hope less ly  d iv id e d  
th a t  the  o n ly  possib le  means o f  
s ta b iliz a t io n  lies  in  th e  open as­
su m p tio n  o f  p o w e r b y  a s in g le  
in d iv id u a l w ho  ru le s  as an abso­
lu te  d ic ta to r  b y  v ir tu e  o f th e  con­
t r o l  o f  the  A rm y  and the  G PU  
alone.

W e have, o f  course, assumed 
th ro u g h o u t th a t  th e  p a r ty  as a 
w ho le  is  so c o m p le te ly  d e g en e ra t­
ed, so d ra in e d  o f  a l l  p o w e r o f  re ­
s is tance  as to  re n d e r i t  incapab le  
o f  waging- a de fens ive  b a tt le  in  
s e lf-p ro te c tio n . T he  n e x t fe w  
weeks w i l l  b r in g  a v e r if ic a t io n . 
J a n u a ry  25, 1940

London Workers 
Form Committees 
In Raid 'Shelters'

R eports  o f  o rg a n ize d  p ro te s ts  by th e  London  
w o rk e rs , w h o  a re  p rov id e d  no o th e r s h e lte r  fro m  
a ir  ra id s  e xce p t the  subw ays, have been e xp la in e d  
a w ay by B r i t is h  a p o lo g is ts  as p u re ly  S ta lin is t  
p ropaganda .

T he  fo l lo w in g  re p o r t  de m o n s tra te s  th a t  th e re  
is  a genu ine  o rg a n iz e d  m ovem ent by th e  w o rk e rs  
w ho a re  com pe lled  to  use these m a k e s h if t  s h e lt­
ers. I t  is  re p u b lish e d  fro m  th e  D ecem ber 28 th  
N E W  L E A D E R , o rg a n  o f  th e  p a c if is t  Independ­
ent L a b o r P a r ty .  T h e  I.L .P ., once close to  t l ie  
S ta lin is ts , has now  adopted  a ra b id ly  a n t i-  
S ta lin is t  a tt itu d e , re fu s in g  to  co lla b o ra te  w ith  
th e  C o m m u n is t P a r ty  even w he re  th e ir  tw o  lin e s  
a re  id e n tic a l. I t s  te s tim o n y  in  th is  in s tance  is, 
th e re fo re , an im p o r ta n t  v e r if ic a t io n  o f  th e  
s tre n g th  o f th is  m ove m e n t o f  th e  London  
w o rke rs .

L O N D O N — A n  A ll-L o n d o n  C o m m itte e  o f  S ta ­
tio n  and S h e lte r  C o m m itte e s  has been fo rm e d  a t  
a con ference  a ttended  b y  79 de legates re p re s e n t­
in g  30 s ta tio n s  and she lte rs .

T he  re p o r t  o f  th e  p ro v is io n a l c o m m itte e  re ­
ca lled  th e  s tru g g le  th e  people had  to  w age  
a g a in s t th e  a u th o r it ie s  to  w in  the  o p e n ing  o f  th e  
s ta tio n s  as she lte rs .

In  m any p laces th e  people b ro ke  th ro u g h  
cordons o f  po lice  and L .P .T .B . o ff ic ia ls  to  
g e t in .

In  m a n y  s ta tio n s  th e re  w e re  f ig h ts  betw een 
the  w o rk e rs  d u r in g  th e  f i r s t  fe w  days. N o w , in ­
stead o f  f ig h t in g  each o th e r, th e  w o rk e rs  and 
th e ir  fa m il ie s  a re  u n ite d  beh ind  th e ir  co m m itte e s .

A  re s o lu tio n  w as u n a n im o u s ly  adopted  de­
m a n d in g  o f f ic ia l re c o g n it io n  o f  the  S ta t io n  and 
S h e lte r  C om m ittees .

D e lega tes  to ld  how  th e  a u th o r it ie s  had 
a tte m p te d  to  a p p o in t s h e lte r  m a rsh a ls  fro m  
above, b u t in  m any s ta t io n s  th e  co m m itte e s  
had fo rce d  th e  acceptance o f  m a rsh a ls  se lec t­
ed by th e  com m ittees .

A t  E le p h a n t and  C astle , th e  S ta tio n  C om ­
m itte e  had dec la red  “ no con fidence”  in  th e  loca l 
A .R .P . a u th o r i ty  and had decided th a t  th e  m a r­
sha ls shou ld  ta k e  in s tru c t io n s  f ro m  th e  com ­
m itte e .

The  con ference  opposed a n y  p o lic y  w h ic h  
w o u ld  re s u lt  in  th e  people  be ing  tu rn e d  o u t o f  
th e  tubes. I t  dem anded th a t  t ic k e ts  shou ld  be is ­
sued and bunks p u t up  u n d e r th e  su p e rv is io n  
o f  the  com m itte e s .

A t  some s ta tio n s  a tte m p ts  had been m ade 
to  tu rn  people o u t u n d e r th e  p re te x t  o f  
“ c le a r in g  the  passages and s ta irs ,”  bu t th is  
has been res is ted  E N  M A S S E  by th e  sh e lt-  
e re rs.

T he  .re s o lu tio n  dem anded th e  b u ild in g  o f  
b o m b -p ro o f sh e lte rs  f o r  a ll as th e  o n ly  m eans 
o f  re l ie v in g  co nges tion  in  t l ie  tubes, th e  s to p p in g  
o f  a l l  a d m iss ion  cha rges  b y  th e  L .P .T .B ., ade­
q ua te  s a n ita ry  e q u ip m e n t, th e  s ta f f in g  o f  
F .A .P .’s f ro m  4 p.m . to  7 a.m .. spec ia l s ick  bays 
fo r  T .B . and o th e r  in fe c tio u s  cases, fre e  in o cu la ­
tio n . and free  o r cheap m ilk  fo r  c h ild re n  and ex­
p e c ta n t m o th e rs .

A  reco m m en d a tio n  w as m ade th a t  each S ta ­
tio n  C o m m itte e  shou ld  in v ite  th e  w o rk e rs  em ­
p loyed  b y  th e  L .P .T .B . to  a p p o in t a re p re s e n ta ­
t iv e .

A  d e p u ta tio n  is  b e in g  sen t f ro m  th e  c o n fe r­
ence to  M r. H e rb e r t  M o rr is o n  to  p re se n t i ts  de­
m ands.

Green Does It Better
The C ham ber o f  C om m erce  o f  th e  U n ite d  

S ta tes  is  a n o to r io u s ly  re a c t io n a ry  in s t itu t io n .  
N e ve rth e le ss , i ts  C o m m itte e  on  M a n u fa c tu re  has 
ju s t  s u b m itte d  f o r  concu rrence  to  m em bers  o f  
th e  cha m b e r a reco m m en d a tio n  th a t  th e  business­
m en ’s o rg a n iz a tio n  s tro n g ly  oppose a ll  a tte m p ts  
a t  a n t i- s t r ik e  le g is la tio n .

B e fo re  th e  re a d e r ru b s  h is  eyes and concludes 
th a t  Big- B usiness has become sen ile  and  gone 
lib e ra l,  i t  is  w e ll to  exam ine  th e  te x t  o f  th e  re ­
com m enda tion . H e re  a re  its  a rg u m e n ts  a g a in s t 
such le g is la tio n .

1. “ T he  ch am ber be lieves th a t  a n t i- s t r ik e  la w s  
w i l l  p rove  in e f fe c t iv e . . . ”

2. The best re s u lts  w i l l  “ be served b y  v o lu n ­
t a r y  co o p e ra tio n .”  “ To th is  end th e  cham ber en­
lis ts  th e  s u p p o r t o f  i ts  m em b e r o rg a n iz a tio n s  in  
u rg in g  a l l  em p lo ye rs  to  deve lop p la n s  w ith  th e ir  
em p loyes designed to  p ro m o te  th e  am icab le  and 
p ro m p t a d ju s tm e n t o f  la b o r d is tu te s  w h ic h  m a y  
a ris e  . . . ”

3. “ A c c o rd in g  to  re c e n t e s tim a te , such v o l­
u n ta ry  m ethods w i l l  p ro b a b ly  p ro ve  e ffe c tiv e  in. 
99 p e r cen t o f  th e  defense in d u s tr ie s .”

In  a w o rd , th e  C ha m b e r o f  C om m erce th in k s  
th a t  W il l ia m  G reen and h is  k in d  m ake  b e tte r  
p o licem en  th a n  those th a t  th e  s ta te  cou ld  p ro v id e .

T h e y  rem e m be r th e  la s t  w a r, w hen  P re s id e n t 
W ils o n ’s “ W o rk  o r  F ig h t ”  e d ic t fa ile d  to  keep 
th e  w o rk e rs  f ro m  d e m a n d in g  th e ir  r ig h ts .  F a i’ 
m o re  e fficac ious  w as S am ue l G om pers ’ “ v o lu n ­
t a r y ”  m ethod .

B u t w e ’l l  w a g e r th a t  th e  C h a m b e r o f  C o m ­
m erce w i l l  change i t s  m in d  and come o u t f o r  
a n t i- s t r ik e  le g is la tio n . B i l l  G reen is n ’ t  S am ue l 
G om pers, and th e  tra d e  un ion  m ove m e n t to d a y  
is n ’t  the  A F L  o f  1918. The  g ig a n tic  in d u s tr ia l 
un ions  o f  to d a y  d id  n o t e x is t then .

T lie  e m p lo ye rs  p re fe r  to  do i t  th e  “ n ice  w a y .”  
B u t w hen th a t  w o n ’t  w o rk , y o u ’ l l  see th e ir  te e th !

M in is te r  o f  L a b o r E rn e s t B e v iti o f  G re a t B r i ­
ta in  dec la red  “ P re s id e n t R ooseve lt’s g re a t idea 
o f  p a y in g  f o r  goods b y  goods w i l l  n o t o n ly  he lp  
w in  the  w a r  b u t w i l l  ta k e  us o u t o f  th e  hands 
o f  th e  specu la to rs  a t  th e  end o f  th e  w a r .”  H o w  
w i l l  i t  be done a f te r  the  w a r  i f  i t  can ’ t  be done 
n ow ?

Duranty Hints Stalin's Move
The Communist Party Will Be ' Demoted' at the Forthcoming Conference



Trotskyists Are Arrested In Britain

A protest against the arrest of lour members of the Fourth 
International in London was sent to the new British ambassador, 
Lord Halifax, by the Socialist Workers Party this week.

No direct word has been received from those arrested, or 
from their organization in Britain. The first word of their arrest 
was learned from a small item in the London News Chronicle 
of December 17. which has just arrived here.

The Socialist W orkers Party's letter to Lord Halifax points 
out that the charge made against the four men is plainly a 
frameup.

U n d e r the heading . “ M em bers 
o f  F o u r th  In te rn a t io n a l P u t on 
T r ia l , ”  th e  N ew s C h ron ic le  s to ry
re a d s :

“ F o u r m en, s ta ted  to  be 
m em bers o f  the  F o u r th  In te r ­
n a tio n a l. w ere  charged  w ith  
consp iracy  a t Leeds A ssizes 
ye s te rd a y .

“ T he y  w ere  a lso charged , u n ­
de r the  D efense R g u la tio n s , 
w ith  ‘d o in g  an a c t l ik e ly  to  as­
s is t an enem y.’

“ T h is  re fe rre d  to  th e  a lleged 
rem o va l o f  m ed ica l cards and 
o th e r s ta t io n a ry  fro m  t h e  
M in is t r y  o f L a b o u r o ffice  in  
S h e ffie ld  to  London so th a t men 
lia b le  fo r  m il i ta ry  s e r v i c e  
m ig h t secure u n la w fu l e xem p­
tio n .

“ T w o  o f  the p rison e rs  w orked  
in  an e n g in ee rin g  fa c to ry , the 
th ird  was a M in is t ry  o f La b ou r 
m ed ica l o rd e r ly , and the  fo u r th  
w as a crane  d r iv e r .

“ T he  h e a rin g  was ad jo u rn e d  
t i l l  to d a y .”

A  C R U D E  L IE
In  b ra n d in g  th is  s to ry  as an 

obv ious lie , the  S o c ia lis t W o rk ­
e rs  P a r ty  ca lled  upon L o rd  H a l i­
fa x  to  p ro v id e  i t  w ith  the  names 
o f  the  a rre s te d  men, and to  a r ­
ran g e  th a t  an a tto rn e y , to  b e ; 
des igna ted  by the  S o c ia lis t W o rk ­
ers P a r ty , sh a ll c o n fe r  d ire c t ly  
w ith  those im p riso n e d .

The le t te r  o f the  S .W .P . to  
L o rd  H a lifa x  s ta ted :

“ I f  these men a re  a ccu ra te ly  
id e n tif ie d  as m em bers o f  the j to  p ro v id e  us w ith  the  names o f 
B r i t is h  section  o f  the F o u r th  In -1  the a rre s te d  m en, th e ir  p lace o f 
te rn a t io n a l,  i t  is p la in  to  any I im p ris o n m e n t, and to  secure p e r-
p o lit ie a lly  l ite ra te  person th a t 
th e y  cou ld  n o t have sough t ‘u n ­
la w fu l e x e m p tio n ’ fro m  m i l i ta r y  
service.

“ O u r B r it is h  c o -th in k e rs , lik e

m iss ion  fro m  th e  a p p ro p r ia te , 
a u th o r it ie s  th a t  an a tto rn e y  des­
ig n a ted  by us c o n fe r w ith  the  
men and rep re se n t them  in f u r ­
th e r  ju d ic ia l p roceed ings.”

Harlan Miners 
Freed at Last

A1 Benson, one o f the fo u r  H a r ­
la n  C oun ty  un ion  m ine rs  se rv ing  
l i f e  on m u rd e r charges in  the Ev- 
arl.3 b a ttle  cases o f 1931. was u n ­
c o n d it io n a lly  pardoned Jan. 22 by 
A c t in g  G overnor Rodes K . M yers 
o f K e n tu c k y  on the g round  th a t 
he was innocent. Sentences ot the 
o th e r th re e - -W . B. Jones, Chester 
Poore, and J im  R e yn o ld s --w e re  
com m uted  to 21 years, m a k in g  ; 
th e m  e lig ib le  fo r  im m e d ia te  pa r- 1 
oles.

M r. M yers, w ho is  L ieu tenan t- 
G overno r. took th is  step under the 
a u th o r i ty  w h ich  was h is  in  the 
absence o f G ove rno r Keen John- j 
son, w ho had not yet re tu rn e d  1 
fro m  P res iden t R ooseve lt’s in a u ­
g u ra tio n .

The o rde r fo r  Benson's release 
w as ca rr ie d  to  the p e n ite n tia ry  at 
LaG range  by E d w a rd  I I .  W e y lc r, 
se c re ta ry  o f the K e n tu c k y  State 
F ed e ra tion  o f L a b o r, and H erbe rt 
•M ahler o f New Y ork , secre ta ry  of 
th e  K e n tu c k y  M in e rs  Defense. 
T hey took Benson to L o u is v ille , 
w here  ho p lanned to w a it u n t il 
l i is  fa m ily  come fro m  H a r la n  
C o u n ty  to  jo in  h im .

W o rd  o f the A c tin g  G overno r's  
a c tio n  was te lephoned to (lie  K e n ­
tu c k y  M in e rs  Defense headquar­
te rs  here by M ah le r, w ho has 
w o rked  u nceas ing ly  in  beha lf o f I 
th e  E v a rts  men ever since th e ir  
a rre s t. I

“ The  s la te  paro le  board w il l  
meet next w eek,”  M a h le r e x p la in ­
ed. “ M ea n w h ile  we w i l l  endeavo r] 
to  meet the board ’s req u ire m e n ts  
so the re  w i l l  be no h itc h  in  get­
t in g  Jones, Poore, and R eynolds 
out of p rison . T he  m a in  re q u ire ­
m ent is th a t jobs be found  fo r  
1 hem .”

Benson and the o the rs  were ac­
cused o f c o n s p ir in g  to m u rd e r 
th ree  deputized coal-com pany g u n ­
men w ho w ere k il le d  in  the  E v a rts  
b a ttle  M ay 5, 1931. B ut the  de­
fense had presented a mass o f 
new  evidences lo  show th a t  they 
w ere fram ed up by a n ti-u n io n  
fo rce s ; th a t the re  was no c o n sp ir­
acy ; th a t the  b a ttle  was provoked 
w hen  the. “ depu ties ”  and o thers 
a ttacked  a p ic k e t- lin e  w ith  m a­

ch ine-guns h iden  in  th e ir  a u to ­
m ob iles ; and that, the p rosecu tion  
used faked pho tog raphs to  in d i­
cate a fa lse lin e  o f fire  to  the 
Benson ju ry .  Surveys established 
th a t the b u ild in g  fro m  w h ich  Ben­
son was alleged to  have fired  a 
r i f le  was not v is ib le  fro m  the hat- 
t ie  scene, 1,900 feet away, because 
o f ta ll and w ide  trees between.

S tu d y in g  the t r ia l  records and 
the new evidence c a re fu lly , the 
A c t in g  G overno r said lie  was fu l ly  
convinced  o f Benson’s innocence. 
And he found the te s tim o n y  con­
c e rn in g  the o thers  "so c o n f lic t in g "  
that he reduced the charge  aga inst 
them  to in v o lu n ta r i ly  m an­
s laugh te r. and cut th e ir  sentences 
a cco rd in g ly . M r. M yers declared 
tha t he wanted to w ipe  out " th e  
o n ly  unse ttled  a f fa ir  o f past s tr i fe  
in  the H a rla n  coa lfie lds .”

In  fre e in g  Benson, he took a 
re s p o n s ib ility  w h ich  G overnor 
Johnson had declined to assume - 
" th e  re s p o n s ib ility  o f d e te rm in in g  
w h e th e r o r no t the cou rts  made 
a m is ta ke .”

Benson is 4 1 years o ld ; Jones 
.18; Poore 36; R eyno lds 10.

Seven in  a ll were o r ig in a lly  
conv ic ted  on e sse n tia lly  tlie  same 
lakod  evidence. T h ro u g h  the e f­
fo rts  o f t iie  K e n tu c k y  M in e rs  De­
fense. th ree  o f these were set free 
by r e t ir in g  G ove rno r R uby B u f­
foon in  1931. They w ere W ill ia m  
H ig h to w e r, then SO: E lz ie  P h il­
lips . and W ill ia m  H udson.

V .W .V .V .’ .V .V .V .V .V

111 N E W A R K ,  N . J .
B u v  the

M I L I T A N T
at

Newsstand, B road  
&  W m . S ts. 

Cohen's 
Confectionary,

11 S P R IN G F IE L D  A V E  
n ea r C o u rt House.

ourse lves, d isda in  to  conceal"" 
o u r tru e  v iew s. T hey , l ik e  o u r ­
selves, are  n o t p ac ifis ts , bu t 
M a rx is t  re v o lu tio n is ts , w ho  be­
lie ve  th a t  o n ly  a W o rk e rs ’ 
G ove rnm en t can p u t an end to  
th is  w a r. T he y  recogn ize  the 
necess ity  o f th e  re v o lu tio n is ts  
to  go w he re ve r th e  w o rk in g  
class goes— to  the  a rm y , as 
w e ll as to  th e  fa c to ry . Hence, 
a lth o u g h  th e y  s tru g g le  fo r  
w o rk e rs ’ c o n tro l o f  m il i ta ry  
t r a in in g  and accept no p o l i t i ­
cal re s p o n s ib ility  fo r  any o th e r 
sys tem  o f  m il i ta r y  t ra in in g ,  
th e y  sha re  th e  fa te  o f th e ir  fe l­
lo w -w o rk e rs  and go w ith  them  
in to  the  a rm y .

“ T h a t is w h y  the  M ay. 1940. 
con ference  o f  th e  R e v o lu tio n ­
a ry  S o c ia lis t League, B r it is h  
S ection  o f th e  F o u r th  In te rn a ­
t io n a l. adopted a re s o lu tio n  on 
th e  w a r w h ich  decla res th a t a t ­
te m p ts  to  seek exe m p tio n  fro m  
m il i ta r y  serv ice  are  in c o m p a t­
ib le  w ith  m em bersh ip  in  the  
o rg a n iz a tio n .

“ These fa e ts  can re a d ily  lie- 
con firm ed  in B r ita in .

“ The  fa c t  th a t  o u r B r it is h  co- 
th in k e rs  have no t com m un ica ted  

I the  news o f  these a rre s ts  to  us 
m akes us fe a r  th a t  th e  B r i t is h  
a u th o r it ie s  have made it i m p o s s i  m 
fo r  them  to  co m m un ica te  w ith  
th e ir  a rre s te d  com rades.

“ W e th e re fo re  ca ll upon you
T he  M il i ta n t  was bo rn  on N o v . 15. T928 (rep roduced  a t ho t- W o rk e rs  P a r ty  w ith  the  le f t  w in g  o f the  S o c ia lis t P a r ty  b ro u g h t 

tom  o f p h o to g ra p h ) as the  o rgan  o f  th e  L e ft  O p p os ition  o f  the fo rw a rd  the S o c ia lis t A p p e a l, w h ich  w ith  th is  issue re tu rn s  to  the
C o m m u n is t P a r ty . In  1933 the  L e f t  O p p o s itio n  became th e  C om - nam e o f T h e  M il i ta n t .  Each change  has recorded a new s tage  o f
m u n is t League o f A m e ric a ; in  1934 i t  u n ite d  w ith  th e  A m e ric a n  , .. , ,  ., . . , .

. . .. g ro w th  o f the  re v o lu t io n a ry  fo rces o f  the  A m e ric a n  w o rk in g
W o rk e rs  P a r ty  to  e s tab lish  th e  W o rk e rs  P a r ty , and th e  paper was
named T he  N ew  M il i ta n t .  T he  fu s io n  o f th e  m em bersh ip  o f  the  c lass! (See e d ito r ia l,  “ W h y  The M i l i t a n t ” , page 6 o f  th is  issue.)

The Militant 
Our Teacher 
In China

B y LO  S E N
On C h in a ’s w a r fro n ts  today. : 

the re  are young m il i ta n t  revo lu - 1 
t io n is ts  w ho w i l l  feel a t h r i l l  of 
p ride  and reco g n itio n  w iien  they i 
see th is  new spaper once m ore im-
dev its  o ld  m asthead, The H i l i -  j 
tant .

F o r it  was in  the days o f the 
o ld  M il i ta n t  most, espec ia lly  tha t j 
the young Chinese adheren ts  o f 
the F o u r th  In te rn a t io n a l were a id ­
ed by th is  paper in  u n ify in g  th e ir  
ideas and com ing  to g e th e r to  fo rm  
the basis of the present-day o rgan ­
iza tio n  in  C h ina .

O n ly  a few o f ou r Chinese com ­
rades, n a tu ra lly ,  could read E n g l­
ish. T h is  was not p e rm itte d  to 
act as a d e fin it iv e  hand icap , how ­
ever. M a te r ia l pub lished  in  The  
M i l i t a n t ,  in c lu d in g  a ll the  w e a lth  
th a t came fro m  T ro ts k y ’s pen. was 
tran s la te d  and issued in  Chinese. 
It was read, d igested, and e x p la in ­
ed a t m eetings.

In  1929. The M i l i t a n t ' s : firs t
year. T ro ts k y 's  le tte rs  on the C h i­
nese question  were f irs t pub lished. 
H is  le tte rs  am! a rt ic le s  on the 
Spanish re v o lu tio n  came in  1931. 
and then  the long  and i l lu m in a t ­
in g  series dea ling  w ith  G erm any 
in  1931 and 1932. These and the 
accom pany ing  m a te r ia l p rov ided  
by The M i l i t a n t ' s  e d ito rs  exe rc is ­
ed a p ro found  in flu e n ce  upon tHe 
education  o f o u r Chinese cadres.

And in  1933, in  Hie fa te fu l 
weeks o f I be S ta lin is t c a p itu la ­
tio n  in G erm any and the v ic to ry  
o f H it le r is m . The M i l i t a n t  ca rrie d  
across ten thousand m iles  the r a l­
ly in g  s p ir i t  needed to help them  
overcom e the e ffects o f th a t te r r i ­
fic defeat.

O ur Chinese com rades have a l­
ways had a sound and p ro found  
concern w it l i  in te rn a t io n a l events 
in the w o rk in g  class m ovem ent 
and The M i l i t a n t  helped educate 
th is  concern, d irec t i t ,  e n lig h ten  
it ,  in  the days when ou r young 
Chinese o rg a n iza tio n  was s t i l l  t r y ­
in g  to ligh t its  w ay c le a r o f the 
deadening e ffec ts  o f the re v o lu ­
t io n a ry  defeat in  C h ina  o f 1927.

Of course the re  is no essentia l 
d iffe rence , w h e th e r the nam e on

We characterize the British government’s suppression of the 
Daily Worker as a blow aimed in reality at the entire working 
class, and we denounce the complicity of the British Labor Party- 
leaders in tiie suppression as an act of treachery against' the 
working class.

“ But you come to these conclusions.” someone may perhaps 
say, “ through your theory of the class struggle. 'I lie rest ol us, 
proceeding from the theory of democracy, have a right to con­
clude that this suppression may be justified if it preserves 
democracy.”

Let us see! We ourselves do not for a moment leave the 
solid ground of the class struggle. It is child's play to demon­
strate. however, that the suppression of the Daily Worker is in­
com pa tib le  w ith  the t he or y  o f de-
m ocracy.

L e t us begin by q u o tin g  the a r ­
gum ents g iven  by H e rb e rt M o r r i­
son. M in is te r  o f Hom e S ecu rity , 
in  h is  speech in  P a r lia m e n t ju s t i ­
fy in g  the suppression. He begins 
w ith  a h y p o c r it ic a l s ig h : "A n y
step w h ich  lias even the appear­
ance o f a d e p a rtu re  fro m  o u r t r a ­
d it io n a l p o lic y  o f a llo w in g  free ­
dom o f expression fo r  m in o r ity  
o p in io n s  m us t be a m a tte r  fo r  re ­
g re t."  The  B r i t is h  r u l in g  class 
has a lw ays been s k ille d  a t s u r­
ro u n d in g  its  most b ru ta l acts of 
oppression w ith  an au ra  of pained 
re g re t !

The  ju s t if ic a t io n  fo r  th is  “ de­
p a r tu re ”  has sta ted as fo llo w s  by 
M o rr iso n :

“ I t  was not, fo r any iso la ted  
transg ress ion  th a t these p u b lica ­
tio n s  w ere suspended bu t because 
th e y  d e lib e ra te ly  sought, to  fos te r 
a s p ir i t  o f de fea tism  am ong the 
people and the reby  were sore ly  
t r y in g  the patience o f the gove rn ­
m ent w h ic h  was d o ing  its  u tm ost 
to w in  the w a r.

“ L a s t J u ly  the a tte n tio n  o f the

ou r m asthead be the Social ist  .1 p 
pent, t iie  New M i l i t a n t ,  o r The  
M i l i t a n t .  O ur p ro g ra m  is the same, 
o u r lig h t the same. B u t the pres­
ent w r ite r ,  w ho lik e  so m any 
o thers  was led out o f the S ta lin is t 
morass by the old M i l i t a n t ,  feels 
a t h r i l l  and a p ride  in  the con­
t in u i ty  and the  in te g r ity  o f ou r 
p rog ram  sym bo lized  by o u r re tu rn  
to the o r ig in a l name. O ur com ­
rades on the lig th in g  fro n t ten 
thousand m iles  across tho sea w il l  
feel th a t same th r i l l .  We o f The  
M i l i t a n t  send them  o u r m il i ta n t  
sa lute.

D a ily  W o rk e r was called to the 
p ro v is ion s  o f  the defense re g u la ­
tio n s  and the hope was expressed 
that, the  paper w ou ld  he so con­
ducted as to p re ve n t the neces­
s ity  of ac tion . T h a t hope was 
not rea lized  and a fte r  ca re fu l con­
s id e ra tio n  the  gove rnm ent has de­
cided i t  w ou ld  n o t be ju s t if ia b le  to 
a llo w  these newspapers to c o n ti­
nue an y  longer.

“ The  p o lic y  o f the gove rnm ent 
is to  m ake m in im u m  use even in  
w a r tim e  of m ethods o f rep ress ion  . 
and to  confine such a c tio n  to : 
those fo rces— a ll o f them  agents 
o r a llie s  o f re a c tio n — w h ich  w ould  
consciously  o r unconsc ious ly  place 
im p ed im e n ts  in  the w a y  o f ou r 
w a r e ffo r t  and thus help the en­
em y.”

The New Y o rk  Times  (Jan. 23) 
repo rts  fu r th e r ;

"M r . M o rr is o n  said freedom  ol 
the press was w o rth  p ro te c tin g  
even w hen abused. B u t he stress­
ed th a t a w ide  d iffe re n ce  ex is ts  
between ta k in g  occasional r is k s  
and a llo w in g  the p u b lic a tio n  o f 
newspapers ‘the  d e lib e ra te  p u r ­
pose o f w h ich  are to w eaken Hie 
w i l l  o f ou r people.'

"H e  said the D a i l y  W o r k e r  had 
o m itte d  fro m  its  co lum ns a n y th in g  
ca lcu la ted  to encourage coopera­
t io n  and had 'by every device of 
d is to r t io n  and m is re p re sen ta tio n  
sought to m ake ou t th a t o u r peo­
ple have n o th in g  to ga in  fro m  
v ic to ry  and th a t the ha rdsh ips 
and s u ffe r in g s  o f w a rfa re  a rc  u n ­
necessary and imposed by a ca l­
lous gove rnm ent c a rry in g  on a 
selfish c o n flic t  in  the in te re s ts  of 
the p riv ile g e d  classes. The  D a ily  
W o rk e r represen ted  the U n ite d  
States a ss is tin g  the A ll ie d  cause

not fo r  the purpose o f de fend ing  
freedom  and dem ocracy but m e r­
e ly fo r  t iie  purpose of p ro fite e r­
in g  fro m  every  extens ion  o f the 
w a r.”
H IT L E R  C O U L D  H A V E  S A ID  
T H E  S A M E  T H IN G S !

W e have quoted a ll th is  at 
leng th  so th a t th o u g h tfu l w o rke rs  
can s tu d y  i t  c a re fu lly . Observe 
th a t, a p a rt fro m  its  tone o f  w is t­
fu l reg re t and its  fo rm a l obeisance 
to the  a b s tra c tio n  “ dem ocracy," 
the re  is not one reason g iven  by- 
M o rr is o n  w h ich  m ig h t no t have 
been em ployed by H it le r  fo r  the 
same purpose.

T h ro u g h  the e n tire  e xp la n a tio n  
runs the s ing le  su b s ta n tia l th re a d : 
the  paper was suppressed because 
it spoke ag a in s t the w a r and the 
gove rnm en t. Suppression is ju s t i ­
fied o f “ those forces . . . w h ich  
w ou ld  consciously  o r unconsci ­
ously  place im ped im en ts  in  the 
w ay o f o u r w a r e f fo r t . "  In  o th e r 
w ords, any sys tem a tic  c r it ic is m  
o f the g o ve rnm en t o r its  conduct 
o f the w ar. w h e th e r o r not i t  is 
made w ith  de fea tis t in te n t, 
shou ld , the  gove rn m e n t contends, 
be suppressed.
T H E  P R IN C IP L E S  O F 
B O U R G E O IS  D E M O C R A C Y

T iie  B r it is h  gove rn m e n t's  a lib i 
p la in ly  v io la te d  the a,vowed p r in ­
c ip les of bourgeois dem ocracy.

V o lta ire  fo rm u la te d  m ost p re c is ­
e ly  the dem ocra tic  concept w h ich  
was the f la m in g  banner o f Hie 
ca p ita lis t class in  its  b loody con­
f lic ts  w ith  the feuda l ru le rs .

V o lta ire  sa id :
“ I abhor e v e ry th in g  you say. 

bu t I  w i l l  de fend to  th e  death  
y o u r r ig h t  to  say i t . ”

F o r cen tu ries , the  bourgeo is de­
m ocra ts  p ronounced th is  p r in ­
c ip le . A t  f ir s t ,  fig h tin g - fo r  fre e ­
dom a g a in s t feuda lism , th e y  p ro ­
nounced i t  s ince re ly . S ince then  
they have observed i t  m ore in  the 
breach than  in  tiie  observance.

F in a lly ,  Supreme Court Justices 
Holm es and B rande is . seeking  a 
ra tio n a l basis on w h ich  to accept 
V o lta ire 's  p r in c ip le  and ye t at 
the same tim e  guaran tee  the con­
t in u a tio n  o f the bourgeo is state, 
l im ite d  V o lta ire 's  d o c trin e  as fo l­
low s: that, the g ove rnm en t had 
no pow er to  suppress any g roup  
o r  u tte rance  unless the  govern-

Notes From

Latin America
C U B A :— Some tim e  ago we re p o rte d  the  s teps ta ke n  by  th e  

fo rces  o f  th e  F o u r th  In te rn a t io n a l o f  Cuba to  tra n s fo rm  th e ir  
p ropa g a n d a  g ro u p s  in to  a f ig h t in g  p a r ty  o f  th e  re v o lu t io n a ry  
masses. A s  a re s u lt  o f  these steps, a cco rd in g  to  th e  la te s t  in ­
fo rm a tio n  we have rece ived, new  con tac ts  w ere  es tab lished  in  
m any p a rts  o f th e  c o u n try  w h e re  th e re  had neve r been a n y  be­
fo re ;  a m ong  these is  a new' b ranch  in  one o f th e  m o s t im p o r ta n t  
r a i lw a y  cen te rs  o f  the  is land . Serious e f fo r ts  a re  a lso be ing  made 
to  s ta b iliz e  the  issuance o f  th e  paper, “ Cuba O b re ra ” .

*  *  *

B O L IV IA ;— The R e v o lu tio n a ry  W o rk e rs  P a r ty , section o f  th e  
F o u r th  In te rn a t io n a l,  in fo rm s  us th a t  i t  now  has o ve r 100 m em ­
bers, and a p a r t ic u la r ly  im p o r ta n t  b ra n ch , v f ith  a la rg e  fo l lo w ­
ing . in  th e  m in in g  re g io n  o f  P o tos i. T h is  m in in g  b ranch  is  n o w  
t r y in g  to  e s ta b lish  o th e rs  in  the m in in g  te r r i to r y .  S evera l s tu d ­
e n ts ’ o rg a n iz a tio n s , fo rm e r ly  q u ite  co n se rva tive , now  p la y  u n d e r 
new  le a d e rsh ip  a p ro g re ss ive  ro le  in  B o liv ia .

❖  *  *

U R U G U A Y :— T he  B o ls h e v ik -L e n in is t League  w as ab le  n o t 
o n ly  to  conso lida te  its  fo rces , bu t to- g a in  new  va lu a b le  com rades. 
I t  pub lishes  “ La B a t ta l ia ” . The  GOR. w h ich  S hach tm an  ca lls  the  
“ U ru g u a y a n  S ec tion ” , w ns o r ig in a l ly  composed o f  tw o  persons 
(M . and L .)  who, lik e  S hach tm an , deserted th e  ra n k s  o f  th e  
F o u r th  In te rn a t io n a l;  b u t, th e  so -ca lled  G O R has n ow  been re ­
duced to  one person , M ., L . h a v in g  re t ire d  to  p r iv a te  l ife .

*  *  *

The L a tin -A m e r ic a n  fo rces  o f  the  F .I. a re  m a k in g  a  spec ia l 
e f fo r t  to  g ive  w id e  c irc u la tio n  to  the. M a n ife s to  o f  th e  F o u r th  
In te rn a t io n a l on th e  W a r. The  G rup o  O b re ro  R e vo lu o io na rio  o f  
A rg e n tin a  pub lishes  th is  M a n ife s to  in  a p a m p h le t s p le n d id ly  s,et 
up. T he  com rades o f the  L ig a  O b re ra  S c e ia lis ta  have pub lished  
the  m a n ife s to  in  a spec ia l issue o f th e  paper “ In ic ia l, ”  issued in  
6000 copies. In  M ex ico  as w e ll a p a m p h le t c o n ta in in g  th e  M a n i­
fes to  is be ing  p repa red . Com rade Q o f  A rg e n tin a  has ju s t  a r ­
ranged  fo r  th e  p u b lic a tio n  o f  tvvo- p a m p h le ts  b y  T ro ts k y  w h ic h  
w i l l  c o n ta in  some o f  h is  w r i t in g s  d e a lin g  w it ’l l  th e  p rob le m s  o f 
b u ild in g  the  F .I .  and the  w a r  question .

*  *  *

The re a c tio n  o f some o f  the L a t in -A m e r ic a n  w o rk e rs  a g a in s t 
the  G P U  a ssass ina tion  o f  T ro ts k y  is in d ica te d  b y  th e  fo l lo w in g  
fa c ts : The  F if te e n th  C ongress o f the  s tre e t ca r w o rk e rs  o f  Buenos 
A ire s , upon m o tio n  o f G a rc ia  F uen tes , rose fo r  a m in u te  o f  s ile n t 
hom age to  the  m a r ty re d  re v o lu t io n a ry  and expressed th e ir  in ­
d ig n a tio n  a g a in s t S ta lin is m . The  wmod w o rk e rs ’ u n io n  and a llie d  
trades  also p ro te s te d  in  re s o lu tio n s  a g a in s t th p  assass ina tion , 
o v e rru lin g  the o b je c tio ns  o f  the  S ta lin ite  a g e n ts  in  th e  un ion .

“ C O N T IN E N T A L  D E F E N D E R S ”
In  th is  p e riod  w hen we h ea r so m uch a b o u t th e  e s ta b lis h ­

m ent o f  A m e ric a n  a rm ed  angels fo r  the  “ defense o f  dem ocracy”  
on th e  A m e ric a n  c o n tin e n ts , it. is w o r th  w h ile  m e n tio n in g  a fe w  
instances o f  th e  b e h av io r o f  these ange ls  in  those p laces w h e re  
th e y  have been ab le  to  en fo rce  th e ir  a u th o r ity ,  n a m e ly  in  P o rto  
R ico and Cuba. These “ de fenders  o f c o n tin e n ta l dem ocracy”  have 
reached such a p o in t o f  b ru ta l i t y  th a t  th e  n a tiv e  p o p u la tio n  o f 
P o rto  R ico, as a means o f  se lf-de fense  and in  in d ig n a n t p ro te s t, 
p u t p ressure  on th e  ow ners  o f  p u b lic  p laces to  p ro h ib it  th e  ad ­
m itta n c e  o f m en in  U . S. a rm y  u n ifo rm . T h re e  A m e ric a n  N a v y  
men. s ta tio ne d  a t th e  G uantanam o  S ta t io n  k il le d  a C uban n a tiv e , 
as a re s u lt  o f w h ich  the  w ho le  p o p u la tio n  became so in d ig n a n t 
th a t,  fo r  fe a r  o f  r io ts  a g a in s t these “ s a v io rs ”  and “ d e fende rs ” , 
the  a u th o r it ie s  w ere  fo rced  to  close even th e  lo ca l p os t o ffice .

The  “ o ld  d ea l”  and “ N e w  D e a l”  o f W a ll S tre e t a re  m a in ­
ta in in g  and kee p in g  P o rto  R ico oppressed and suppressed as a 
U . S. co lo n y ; anyone  w ho dares to  f ig h t  f o r  th e  n a t io n a l l ib e ra t io n  
o f th is  is la n d  finds h is place in  th e  p e n ite n tia r ie s  o f th e  U . S. In  
rece n t tim es , and p re c ise ly  u n d e r th e  a d m in is tra t io n  o f  th e  N e w  
D eal “ good n e ig h b o r”  p o lic y , q u ite  a fe w  o f  the  n a t io n a lis t  le a d ­
ers o f  P o rto  R ico, such as A lb iz u  Cam pos, Soto V e lez, C o r re t ja r ,  
etc., have been th ro w n  in to  th e  ja i ls  o f the  U . S. fo r  th e  “ c r im e ”  
o f h a v in g  fo u g h t fo r  the  l ib e ra t io n  o f  th e ir  c o u n try  f ro m  W a ll 
S tre e t d o m in a tio n . A  good p ic tu re  o f th e  s ta te  o f  te r r o r  im posed 
by these “ g u a rd ia n s ”  o f  “ dem ocracy”  and “ n a tio n a l resp e c t”  is  
fo u nd  in  th e  fo l lo w in g  case, w h ic h  w as re p o rte d  in  B u lle t in  N o . 5, 
p ub lished  by the  C uban C o m m itte e  f o r  the l ib e r ty  o f  P o rto  R ican  
P a tr io ts :  F ra n c isco  Lopez Q uinones, e d ito r  o f  th e  w e e k ly  P ro  
Ite p u b lica . w as sentenced to  a ye a r in  ja i l  fo r  “ in s u lt in g ”  F ra n k ­
l in  D e lano  R ooseve lt p u b lic ly .

S e n a to r S m o the rs  o f  N e w  Je rsey, w ho  fee ls  so in d ig n a n t 
about a g g ress ion  a g a in s t “ s m a ll”  n a tio n s  th a t  he is w i l l in g  to  
send A m e ric a n  tro o p s  to  E u rope , in tro d u ce d  a re s o lu tio n  in .  th e  
U . S. Senate a s k in g  th e  a n n e xa tio n  o f  Cuba as a s ta te  o f th e  
un ion .

G enera l Jo rg e  U b ico , so -ca lled  P re s id e n t o f  G ua tem a la , has 
executed 13 co n s p ira to rs  w ho a tte m p te d  to  o v e rth ro w  h im . T h is  
m em ber o f  M r. R ooseve lt’s “ d e m o c ra tic  b loc”  o f  the  “ new  w o r ld ”  
ru le s  th a t  l i t t le  c o u n try  as a fe u d a l lo rd . S ta lin  and H i t le r  can 
le a rn  f ro m  h im  w hen i t  comes to  the  supp ress ion  and oppress ion  
o f  a n y  o p p o s itio n  g ro u p ; anyone w h o  dares to  exp ress a v ie w  
a g a in s t h im  s im p ly  d isappears  w ith o u t  tra c e  o r t r ia l ,  executed 
beh ind closed doors  in  s t r ic t  secrecy.

m ent was in  "c le a r  and present 
dange r”  of be ing im m e d ia te ly  des­
troyed  by the  g roup  aga inst whom  
m easures o f suppression a rc  taken . 
S ho rt o f such an extrem e and im ­
m edia te  blow  at the  e x is tin g  sta te , 
in  w h ich  t i ie  l ife  o f the s ta te  is 
c le a r ly  in  the balance, tlie  gove rn ­
m ent cannot ab ridge  tlie  r ig h ts  of 
free speecli and press of any 
g roup. O the rw ise  dem ocracy can­
not be said to  ex is t. Such in  b rie f, 
is the  fam ous H o lm es-B rande is  
“ c le a r and p resen t da n ge r”  doe- 
I r iñ e .

B Y  T H E S E  P R IN C IP L E S  T H E  
B R IT IS H  A C T IO N  IS  D A M N E D

W ith in  the fra m e w o rk  o f Hie 
bourgeo is de m o cra tic  p r in c ip le s  
la id  down by V o lta ire , H o lm es 
and B randéis , can the  "d e m o c ra tic ”  
B r it is h  gove rnm ent ju s t i fy  the 
suppression  o f the D a i l y  W o r k e r ?  
O bv ious ly  not. T he  sm a ll Com ­
m un is t p a rty  o f Great B r ita in  not 
on ly  co n s titu te s  no "c le a r and 
present da n ge r" to the. B r it is h  
state, it. is scarce ly  even a po ten­
t ia l menace.

T h is  act il lu m in e s  the fact th a t 
B r it is h  ca p ita lis m  can no longer 
a ffo rd  the lu x u ry  o f "dem o cracy ." 
I t  does not fea r the feeble B r it is h  
C om m un is t p a rty , o r th e  aggrega­
tio n  o f parsons, students, p ro fes­
sors and petty-boul-geois pac ifis ts

w ho made tip  the b u lk  o f the S ta l­
in is t  Peoples C o nven tion  re c e n tly  
held in  London. W h a t  i t  fears its 
the B r i t i s h  w o r k i n g  class.

T he  D a i l y  W o r k e r  was banned, 
n o t because i t  was a “ c lea r and 
present dan ge r," bu t p re c ise ly  be­
cause the g o ve rn m e n t s tru c k  a t 
t iie  w eakest l in k  in  tiie  w o rk in g  
class. The S ta lin is ts , sm eared by 
the  S ta l in - I I i t le r  pact, could n o t 
m uste r g rea t mass s u p p o rt in  de­
fense o f the D a i l y  W o r k e r .  T he re ­
fo re  the governm ent, cou ld  chance 
th is  suppression w ith  re la t iv e  sa f­
e ly — and the reby  es tab lish  a p re ­
cedent fo r  proceed ing  lik e w is e  in  
the co in in g  m on ths a g a in s t o th e r 
sections o f the la b o r m ovem ent 
w h ich  it  w o u ld  hes ita te  to  s tr ik e  
at w ith o u t f ir s t  c re a tin g  the p re ­
cedent o f the D a i l y  Wo rk er .

T he  suppression o f the  D a i l y  
W o r k e r  is  sym p to m a tic  not o f the 
“ te m p o ra ry "  c r is is  o f w a r, b u t o f 
the perm anent, c r is is  o f a w ho le  
socia l system  in  its  death  agony. 
The  B r it is h  and A m e rica n  “ de­
m ocra ts " are  h u r l in g  death-b low s 
at th e ir  ow n s ta te -fo rm , long  be­
fo re  H it le r  can got w i th in  reach­
ing  d is tance.

T h a t is w h y  t iie  s tru g g le  o f Hie 
w o rk in g  class fo r  freedom  lias  
n o th in g  in  : com m on w ith  th e  
R o o se ve lt-C h u rch ill w a r  fo r  “ de­
m ocracy."

Trotskyist Papers Before The Six-Page M IL IT A N TProtest Is Sent 
To Lord Halifax
Letter to Halifax Proves Our British 
Comrades Are Victims of Crude Frameup

Democracy And Churchill’s 
Ban On the " D a i ly  Worker”



U A W  Opens
Chicago Drive
Two Hundred Thousand Chicago Members 
Is Slogan At First UAW M ass Meeting

C H IC A G O , Jan . 26— W ith  the  
s logan  ” 200,000 W o rk e rs  in  the  
U A W -C IO  in  C h icago ” , th e  U n it -  
ed" 'A utC iY iob ile  W o rk e rs  to d ay  
he ld  its  f i r s t  U A W  mass m ee tin g  
in  the  W in d y  C ity .

O ve r 800 w o rk e rs , 20 percent 
o f  them  N egroes, b raved  the 
r ig o rs  o f  a ty p ic a l G re a t Lakes 
b liz z a rd  to  a tte n d  the  m e e tin g  a t 
th e  A m a lg a m a te d  C ente r, w h ich  
w as addressed by G eorge Addcs, 
in te rn a t io n a l U A W  se c re ta ry - 
tre a s u re r. R. J . Thom as, in te rn a ­
t io n a l p re s id e n t, and Ed H a ll,  
su b -re g io n a l d ire c to r  fo r  the 
un ion .

Addes s ta ted: “ T h is  co u n try
finds its e lf  in  w h a t is te rm ed  a 
‘defense em ergency.’ W e know  
fro m  h is to ry  and experience  th a t 
c e rta in  in te re s ts  re g a rd  i t  as a 
G od -g iven  o p p o r tu n ity  to  c rack  
dow n on o rgan ized  labo r. W e a l­
so kn o w  th a t  in  such a t im e  the 
un ion  m u s t be m ore  ready  to  p ro ­
te c t its  m em bers and the  p u b lic  
f ro m  these p ro fite e rs  th a n  in  any 
o th e r p e rio d .”

“ F U L L  P A Y  F O R  D R A F T E E S ”
Addes po in ted  o u t th a t  the  

G enera l M o to rs  c o rp o ra tio n  a v e r- j 
ages $500.000 n e t p ro f i t  e v e ry ; 
day, and th a t  i t  rea lizes  50 cents 
c lea r p ro f it  cn  e ve ry  $1 pa id  ou t 
in  w ages to its  w o rk e rs . The 
speaker condem ned th e  G .M . p o l­
ic y  o f  o f fe r in g  o n ly  80 hours  pay 
to  d ra fte e s , and decla red  th a t  
d ra fte e s  shou ld  be pa id  the  en­
t ir e  d iffe re n c e  betw een th e ir  
c iv i l ia n  pay and a rm y  p a y  by  the 
com pany fro m  a fu n d  set up ou t 
o f  the  huge p ro f its  m ade on w a r  
Orders.

A bove  a ll. the  speaker con c lu d ­
ed, th e  w o rk e rs  m u s t n o t g ive  up  
th e ir  s tro n g e s t w eapon, th e ir  
r ig h t  to  s tr ik e .

T H O M A S  L A Y S  D O W N
The speech o f R. J . Thom as 

w as th e  w eakest note o f  the  even­
in g . H is  w o rds  re fle c te d  h is  com ­
p le te  c a p itu la tio n  to 'th e  p ro -w a r  
fo rce s  and the  R ooseve lt a d m in ­
is tra t io n .  H e u rged  the  W orkers  
to  jo in  th e  u n io n  w ith  th e  s ta te ­
m e n t, “ U n io n  o rg a n iz a tio n  is a 
v i ta l  p a r t  o f  n a tio n a l defense.”  
ins tead  o f  p o in t in g  o u t th a t  the 
w o rk e rs  need the  un ion  p re c ise ly  
because th e  e m p loye rs  a re  ch ise l­
in g  on the  w o rk e rs  r ig h ts  under 
th e  p re te x t o f “ n a tio n a l defense.”  

To show  w here  the  se n tim e n ts  
o f  th e  w o rk e rs  re a lly  stood on 
th e  w a r  question , w hen  T hom as 
s ta te d , w ith o u t an y  connection  
w ith  th e  re s t o f  h is  ta lk .  “ W e 
w a n t no in vo lve m e n t in  th e  E u ro ­
pean c o n f lic t . ”  he w as g ree ted  , 
w ith  a salvo- o f  app lause. W hen i 
he. fo llo w e d  th is  by  “ W e m u s t be i 
p re p a re d  by fa l l in g  in lin e  w ith  ■ 
the  defense p ro g ra m ”  he w as m et 
b y  s to n y  silence.

In  re fe re n ce  to  th e  F o rd  u n ion  
d riv e , T hom as w as com pe lled  to  
a d m it th a t  h is p ro te s t to  th e  go v ­

e rn m e n t on the  a w a rd in g  o f  w a r 
o rde rs  to  th e  la b o r- la w  v io la to r ,  
H e n ry  F o rd , bad secured “ no re ­
s u lts .”  ;

A  s t im u la t in g - re p o r t w as g ive n  
by  Ed H a ll,  w ho announced the 
s ig n in g  o f the  f i r s t  th re e  U A W  
co n tra c ts  in  the  C hicago area. 
The E le c tro -M a tin e  C orp., a t  La 
G range, a G .M . s u b s id ia ry  w ith  
3000 w o rke rs , s igned the  f ir s t  
c o n tra c t. A t  C le a r in g , an im p o r t ­
ant in d u s tr ia l su b u rb  w ith  a no ­
to rio u s  open-shop tra d it io n ,  the 
f i r s t  c o n tra c t in i ts  h is to ry  was 
w on a t  the  p la n t o f  the  A . C. 
S p a rk  P lu g  Co. T he  th ir d  v ic to ry  
w as a t  the I l l in o is  M a lle ab le  
Iro n  Co. in  C hicago, w h ic h  was 
un ion ized  in  seven weeks.

One o f the m ost in s p ir in g  and 
ro u s in g  p o rt io n s  o f  th e  p ro g ra m  
w as th e  s in g in g  o f the “ F o rd  
Song”  by a g ir l  t r io . The w o rke rs  
showed by th e ir  cheers and a p ­
plause w he re  th e y  s tand  on th e  
F o rd  d rive .

The  f i r s t  and la s t verses o f  the 
song, w h ic h  shou ld  be sun g  in  
e ve ry  u n io n  h a ll in  A m e ric a  a re :

“ In  R iv e r R ouge the  ham m ers 
r in g , the  wheels go round , the 
m o to rs  s ing ,

A n d  w h ite -h a ire d  H e n ry  ru les  
as K in g .

H e coun ts  h is  coun tless m i l ­
lio n s  th e re , and th ro u g h  the  
sm oky, f i l t h y  a il',

He watches the Fords go by,
by, by, by.

“ The  w o rk e rs  th e re  are  g e t ­
t in g  w ise, th e y  w o n ’t  be licked  
by H e n ry ’s spies.

T h e y  kn o w  th e y ’ve g o t to  o r ­
gan ize

T o  seize th e  o p p o r tu n ity  and 
jo in  in  w o rk in g  u n ity ,

T h e y  w o n ’t  le t  th is  chance go 
by. by, by , b y .”

I f  the  F o rd  w o rk e rs  do th is , the  
song ends: “ On e ve ry  h ig h w a j 
re a th  th e  sun. th e y ’l l  W atch the  
F o rds  go by, by, by. b y— V /IT H  
A  U N IO N  L A B E L ! ”

Strike Deadline 
At Whelan Drug

W h e la n ’s b ig  N e w  Y o rk  
d ru g  s to re  cha in  is  to  be 
s tru c k  a t m id n ig h t E"i ’ ay, u n ­
less the  com pany m e t th e  de­
m ands o f  Loc« l 1199 o f  th e  
R e ta il C le rk s  (C IO ).

Backed by an o v e rw h e lm in g  
s tr ik e  vo te  o f th e  m em bersh ip , 
the u n ion  dem ands a 15 per 
cen t increase in  th e  p resen t 
low  w age scale, and a fo u r-  
h ou r cu t in  th e  h o u rs  w orked .

Subscribe to the 
" Fourth International"

The Record of the War Labor Board of 1918

B y M IC H A E L  G O UT
W hen the w o rke rs  were dragooned in lo  the 

(•¡image o f 11)17-18, they were prom ised m any 
t ilin g s  by the bosses. In  re tu rn  fo r  th e ir  help 
in  "m a k in g  the w o rld  safe fo r  D em ocracy," in  
re tu rn  fo r w o rk in g  long  hours at l i t t le  pay o r 
c ross ing  the ocean to k i l l  t lie  G erm an w o rke rs , 
.hey were 1o receive fro m  the bosses a land  lit 
fo r heroes lo  Kve in ."  W hen the w a r ended, the 
oosses prom ised, Dem ocracy was lo  bear i ls  fu l l  
f r u i t .  It  d id .

Upon the s ig n in g  of the a rm is tic e  a great c ry  
Went up fro m  labo r fo r  the d isso lu tio n  o f the 
N a tio n a l W a r Labor Board. The bosses refused 
¡h is  demand, however, fo r  the end ing  o f the 
Board w ou ld  have te c h n ic a lly  ended the "n o  
s t r ik e "  pact between W ilson  and A F L  P resident 
Gompers. The boss s tra te g y  Was to p ro lo n g  a n ti-  
labo r w a r measures in to  peacetim e. F o r the next 
year and a h a lf tin- N W L B  co n tinued  to act as 
a s tr ik e  b re a k in g  agency in  the  name o f “ n a tio n a l 
em ergency" desp ite  the co m ing  o f peace. The 
o n ly  concession made by I lie bosses came in  De­
cember, 191!) when the Board declared tha t it 
■would o n ly  accept eases su b m itte d  by both p a rlie s  
to any d ispu te . H ow ever, the Board s t i l l  kept in  
force a ll i ls  w a rtim e  decisions. N o t u n t i l  June 
25. 192(1 d id  the Board a d jo u rn  sub ject to  t in ' 
P res iden t's  ca ll. On A ugust 12, 1020 the bosses 
f in a lly  a llow ed  the Board to d issolve.

The  bosses w ere  c a re fu l not to  le t  the B oa rd  
die u n t i l  a n t i-s tr ik e  le g is la tio n  was w e ll on its  
way th ro u g h  the C ongressiona l m il l .  The A F L  
leadersh ip , w h ich  had been the staunchest sup­
po rte rs  and defenders o f tho repressive m ach in e ry  
rtf the  N W L B  d u r in g  (lie  w ar, was about to  reap 
w hat it  had sown.

The last s ix  m on ths  o f 1919 saw a rap id  suc­
cession o f  s tr ik e s  as the  w o rk e rs  a tte m p te d  to  co l­
lec t on the bosses' w a r tim e  prom ises. T ho  most 
no tab le  s trug g le s  were conducted by tlie  ra ilro a d  
w o rke rs  in  C a lifo rn ia , the steel and m ine  w o rke rs  
in  P ennsy lvan ia , the  firem en in  Chicago and the 
police i i i  Boston.

G om pers-W ilso it H oneym oon  Ends
C om pels d iscovered th a t ih e  r ig h t  to s tr ik e  

w h ich  he had v o lu n ta r i ly  su rrende red  to  the 
bosses in  1917, was not be ing re tu rn e d  to h im  
in  1920. A l l  the  “ p a tr io ts "  w ho  bad w ined  and 
.lined and toasted h im  fo r  th re e  long  years sud­
denly tu rned  aga in s t h im . The  five in d u s tr ia lis ts  

on the N W L B . w ith  w hom  Gompers had enjoyed 
such u n a n im ity  of purpose d u r in g  the w a r, led a 

.n a tio n -w id e  cam pa ign  fo r  repressive  la b o r leg is ln- 
lio n . I.. F. l.oree. a m em ber o f (he Board, stum ped 
the c o u n try  in  beha lf o f a p rog ram  w h ich  em­

braced the fo llo w in g  p la n ks : the enac tm en t of 
nut ¡-p icke tin g  law s; o rg a n iza tio n  o f open-shop as­
socia tions in  every c o m m u n ity ; the suspension of 
c re d it in  any c o m m u n ity  w here  a s tr ik e  occurred  
and the p la c in g  o f the e n tire  p o p u la tio n  on a 
easii basis ( i.  e.. no c red it to s t r ik e rs ) ;  the p ledg ­
ing  o f a ll business houses to boycott any p u b lic a ­
tio n  w h ich  e d ito r ia lly  supported  “ the forces o f 
d iso rd e r."

Gompers found  h is  w a rtim e  fr ie n d s  denounc ing  
h im  as a menace second on ly  lo  tlie  "H u n s .”  Moor- 
fie ld S to ry , A m e rica n  B a r A ssoc ia tion  p res iden t, 
em barked on a propaganda to u r  in  w h ich  lie sa id : 

“ Reason (no  s tr ik e s )  m u s t a p p ly  now  as 
d u r in g  the w a r. T h is  assoc ia tion  W ill -soon 
t r y  to  fra m e  a  la w  to  m ake s tr ik e s  a c r im in a l 
o ffense . These men w ho  c o n tro l th e  la b o r 
o rg a n iz a tio n s  th re a te n  us w ith  ca la m itie s  
h a rd ly  second to  those w h ich  happened 
th ro u g h  th e  acts o f  G e rm any.
C harles Evans H ughes, now  C h ie f Jus tice  of 

the Suprem e C ourt, also launched a speak ing  to u r 
lo  im press the bosses w ith  the necessity o f extend- 
ind  w a rtim e  a n ti- la b o r measures in to  peacetime. 
In  P itts b u rg h  o n .N o v . 15. 1919. lie  sa id ;

“ W e need a p e rm a n e n t so lu tio n  to  these 
p rob lem s (s tr ik e s ) .  W a r le g is la tio n  is n o t 
pe rm a n e n t and w a r  rem edies m ere ly  a tte s t 
a need w h ic h  m ay s u rv iv e  them . T he  t im e  is  
a t  hand w hen we must, e s ta b lish  s u ita b le  
m ach in e ry  fo r  in d u s tr ia l ju s tic e  . . .  to  be f o l ­
low ed by th e  re fu s a l to  a llo w  the  w o rke rs  
to  hold a c lub  ove r th e  head o f th e  com ­
m u n ity .”

The  F ru it  o f  G om pers ' P o lic y
Y e t G om pers co n tinued  to- p lace t r u s t  in  the  

“ g rea t h u m a n ita r ia n  i l l  the  W h ite  H ouse ." In  
N ovem ber. 19t9 the U n ite d  M ine  W o rke rs  issued 
a s tr ik e  ca ll, on ly  to  have the  bosses o b ta in  a 
cou rt in ju n c t io n  aga inst them . The  m in e rs  th re a t­
ened to go th ro u g h  w ith  the s tr ik e  in  sp ite  of the 
in ju n c t io n , w hereupon W ilso n 's  n o to rio u s  A tto rn e y  
G eneral, R a in ie r, moved on the scene to c rack  
down w it l i  tHo fu l l  w e ig h t o f the F edera l gove rn ­
m ent. P a lm e r gave the w o rk e rs  a dead line  to  
resc ind  tlie  s tr ik e  c a ll,  upon th re a t o f use o f 
troops. Gompers was “ shocked." P la in t iv e ly  he 
w h in e d : “ We believe th a t because o f co n d itio ns
p re v a ilin g  in  th is  c o u n try  and by reason o f the 
fa c t th a t the  P res iden t o f ou r beloved re p u b lic  
su ffe red  fro m  a severe s troke , the fu l l  m easure 
o f A m e rica n  labo r's  concept o f freedom  has not 
read ied  h im ."

T here  is lit t le -  doubt tHat “ labo r's  concept of 
free d o m " d id  reafch W ilso n , l'o r he im m e d ia te ly  
supported  P a lm e r in  the con trove rsy . Gompers

and John  L . Lew is  then  eancelled the s tr ik e  ca ll 
J u k i  before the gove rnm ent's  deadline  exp ired .

The flosses' firs t piece of m il i-st l ike  le g is la tio n  
was con ta ined  in  the C um m ins R a ilro a d  B il l,  in ­
troduced in Congress about the lim e  the N W L B  
was a llow ed  to  die. T h is  b i l l ,  w h ich  p rov ided  fo r 
the  re tu rn  o f the ra ilro a d s  lo  th e ir  p r iv a te  ow ners 
and guaran teed  I lie- s tockho lde rs  5 f j  percent re ­
tu rn  on th e ir  in ves tm en t, inc luded a clause th a t 
ou tlaw ed  any s tr ik e  oh the ra ilro a d s . In  in t ro ­
d u c in g  the b il l ,  S enato r A lb e rt C um m ins  sa id :

“ . . . when w e advance to  the  po in t w here 
the  G ove rnm en t u ndertakes  to  f ix  h is  (w o rk ­
e r ’s .) w ages in  event o f  a d isp u te , when we 
advance to  th e  p o in t w here  we a u th o r iz e  a 
G o ve rn m e n ta l t r ib u n a l to  e n te r a decree w ith  
re g a rd  to  th e  ju s tic e  o f  a p a r t ic u la r  m a tte r , 
th e re  is no lo n g e r room  fo r  a s t r ik e . ”

G om pers O ffe rs  A n ti-S tr ik e  Sendees
Gompers look Hie s tu m p  aga ins t Ib is  b i l l .  He 

cam paigned not so m uch as cham p ion  o f labo r's  
r ig h t to s tr ik e , but ra th e r  as a “ reasonable m an”  
p o in t in g  out to  the bosses tho best m ethod of 
preven t in g  s tr ik e s . In  a speech before t ile  N a­
tio n a l L ec tu re rs  A ssoc ia tion  in  W ash ing ton . D. C., 
lid  sa id :

" . . . t h e  a im  o f  the A m e ric a n  w o rk e rs  is 
to  con tin ue  w o rk  w ith o u t in te r ru p t io n  excep t 
as rest and re cu p e ra tio n  m ay be necessary. 
T hus  fa r  we have done w o n d e rfu lly  w e ll. 
T h u s  fa r  th e  good in flu e n ces  o f th e  re p re ­
s e n ta tiv e  men and wom en in  the  la b o r m ove- 
"m e n t, . . have been e ffe c tiv e , but once ta ke  
a w a y  th e  v o lu n ta ry  in flu e n c e  w h ich  . . .  we 
e x e rt . . .  and you have taken  aw ay eve ry  in ­
s tru m e n t w h ich  we have been ab le  to  em p loy 
in  o rd e r to  g a in  th e  good w il l  and vo lun tary- 
con tinued  se rv ice  o f  the  w o rk e rs  o f  A m e ­
r ic a .”

I l l  s p ile  o f Gom pers' plea tha t he w ou ld  be 
a b e lte r  s tr ik e -b re a k e r than  the gove rnm ent, the 
bosses ra llie d  to ih e  C um m ins b i l l  and i t  passed 
the  Senate by an o v e rw h e lm in g  m a jo r ity .  The 
b i l l  experienced d if f ic u lt ie s  in  the House, however, 
and a fte r  severa l m on ths a com prom ise  h i l l  was 
passed •w h ic h  d id  not co n ta in  the  an ti-s tr ike , 
clause. A nd what was su b s titu te d ?  W h y  an a r ­
b it ra t io n  board, o f course; a board composed of 
ten m em bers, five appo in ted  by the bosses and 
five by labo r, i f  th is  board fa ile d  to agree, the re  
was an appeal board o f five appo in ted  by the P res­
iden t. Shades o f 1917- B y  now  ih e  p a tte rn  was 
fa m il ia r  to  the w o rke rs . Gompers p ro tested, but 
i t  was the pa ren t d iso w n in g  the ch ild . The F ra n k ­
enste in  was la rg e ly  o f h is own c rea tion .

Not the least o f the crim es co m m itte d  by the

(T h is  is the  fin a l a r t ic le  in  a series o f  
fo u r, te l l in g  th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  N a tio n a l W a r 
L a b o r B oard  d u r in g  th e  last. w a r ) .

JAMAICA NEGRO 
GROUP STARTS 
ON RIGHT TRACK

J A M A IC A , New Y o rk  O ity . -  
A t an in a u g u ra l m ee ting  of the 
Jam aica C ounc il o f the N a tio n a l 
N egro Congress. Jan. 10. a call 
was issued to a ll "s y m p a th e tic  o r 
g a n iza tiou s " lo  help p ro test d is 
c r im in a t io n  ag a in s t Negroes in  
the “ defense" p rog ram .

S ta lin is t p e rip h e ra l o rg a n iza ­
tio n s  a ttended in  t lie  m a in , in ­
c lu d in g  the A m e rica n  Peac-e Con­
gress, a S ta lin is t c o n tro lle d  un ion  
loca l, the B ro o k ly n  section  o f the 
N a tio n a l N egro Congress, and sev­
e ra l ch u rch  groups.

One o f t ile  loca l issues was r. 
‘c u ltu ra l"  e x h ib it  on the N egri 
people d isp layed  p ro m in e n tly  ii 
G ran ts ' D epa rtm en t store  on Ja 
m atca A venue. A  de lega tion  con­
vinced tlie  ow ne r tHat the d isp lay  
shou ld  be rem oved. The  them e of 
.he d isp la y  was the  l i fe  o f the  
colored people in  tlie  S outh . The 
m anagem ent a p p a re n tly  had nt 
idea the re  had been a C iv il Wa 
in  the U n ited  States w h ich  endei 
w ith  lega l em anc ip a tio n  of t ile  N e­
gro people. The de lega tion  in tends  
to con tin ue  its  w o rk  and press the 
m anagem ent to  h ire  some Negroes. 
None o f the  d e p a rtm en t stores em ­
p loy N egro sales g ir ls  a lthough  
the re  is a la rge  N egro p o pu la tion  
in  Jam aica .

O the r speakers at the in a u g u ra l 
m ee ting  o u tlin e d  how  th e  Negroes 
found  i t  im poss ib le  to  o b ta in  job: 
in  the  w a r in d u s tr ie s  of Queens 
such as the F o rd  in s tru m e n t Com 
pany, s u b s id ia ry  o f The  Sperm 
G yroscope Co-. W h ich  m a n u fa c ­
tu res  bomb s ig h ts  and o th e r a ir  
p lane in s tru m e n ts ; the B re w s ie i 
A ir c r a f t  Co.; the  F a irc h ild  In s tru  
m en t Co.; th e  R e pub lic  A ir c ra ft ,  
etc. B ro o k ly n , o f w h ich  Jam aica 
is a p a rt, lia s  a la rge  share ol 
w a r o rders.

S T A L IN IS T S  T R Y IN G
C O M E B A C K

It is obvious th a t the S ta lin is ts , 
d isc red ited  by th e ir  w ho lehearted  
SUfpm 't o f the  Roosevelt J im  Crow 
a d m in is tra t io n  in  the days before 
the l l i t le r -S ta l in  pact, are now 
m a k in g  an a tte m p t to  stage a 
comeback b id  fo r  the su p p ort of 
tho N egro people.

The  S ta lin is ts  at. th e  m eeting  
evaded d iscussion  on a p o lic y  to 
lig h t d is c r im in a t io n  aga ins t Ne­
groes in  the  a rm ed forces, fo r  the 
S ta lin is ls  have no p o lic y  on Ib is  
key p rob lem . Not once d id  they 
advocate equal r ig h ts  fo r  those 
Negroes now  in  Hie N avy  and A r ­
my. N o t once d id  they  say one 
w o rd  fo r  those d e s ir in g  to  en te r

AFL Food Workers 
Convention Plans 
Include Jim Crow!

T he  A F L  H o te l &  R estau ­
ra n t  W o rk e rs  In te rn a t io n a l is 
scheduled to  ho ld  its  n a tio n a l 
con ve n tio n  fro m  A p r i l  21 to  26 
in  C in c in n a ti. Ohio.

The  conven tion  was o r ig in ­
a l ly  p lanned fo r  Toledo , b u t 
w as moved because Toledo 
h o t e l s  w e re  in s u ff ic ie n tly  
un io n ize d  to  m e r it  th e  p a tro n ­
age o f  a un ion  convention .

B u t th e re ’s so m e th in g  also 
w ro n g  w ith  C in c in n a ti. Y ou  
can see w h a t ’s w ro n g  by  tu r n ­
in g  to  page 18 in  the c u rre n t 
issue o f  “ The  C a te r in g  In d u s ­
t r y  E m p lo ye e ” , o rg a n  o f  the  
in te rn a t io n a l un ion , and re a d ­
in g  th e  lis t  and d e sc rip tio n  o f 
the  ho te ls  reserved  fo r  th e  de­
lega tes. I f  you read c a re fu lly ,  
van w i l l  be h i t  bv th is : 

M A N S E  H O T E L  
“ A t  1004 C hapel S tre e t 

(C o lo red  de le g a te s ). T h e y  
have a va ila b le  accom odations 
fo r  150 de legates,”  etc.

In  p la in  E n g lis h , th is  is the  
h o te l assigned to  N e g ro  de le­
ga tes, w h ile  w h ite  de legates 
are  assigned to  th e ir  choice o f 
seven o th e r ho te ls . In  p la in e r 
E n g lis h , the N e g ro  de legates 
are  to be J im  C row ed!

Food w o rk e rs ! L e t  y o u r  in ­
te rn a t io n a l o ffice  h ea r in  no 
u n c e rta in  te rm s  th a t th e  p ro ­
g ress ive  food  w o rk e rs  Won’t  
s tand  fo r  J im  C row  p rac tice s  
in  th e ir  u n io n !

the a rm ed forces w ho face the res­
tr ic t io n s  of the loca l d ra f t  boards. 
Not once d id  l l ie y  u tte r  a w ord  
about the exc lus ion  o f Negroes 
from  the  a ir  corps, ta n k  corps, 
s igna l corps. T he  b a n k ru p tc y  of 
the C om m un is t P a rty  was proved 
by th e ir  Silence on these sore ly  
p ress ing  prob lem s.

As in  the past. Hie r fta lin is ts  
m ere ly  w ish  fo  use the  N egro peo­
ple as a paw n in  fu r th e r in g  S ta l­
in ’s fo re ig n  po licy . Once they  have 
gained th e ir  ends, th e y  w i l l  let 
the Negroes dow n as th e y  have 
done before.

The Jam aica C ounc il o f the N e­
gro Congress is s ta r t in g  out a long 
the r ig h t  pa th . I ts  figh t lo c a lly  
and n a t io n a lly  fo r  jobs and the 
r ig h t  o f Negroes to en te r a ll de­
p a rtm e n ts  o f ihe  A rm y  and N avy 
m ust bo supported. A l l  those w ho 
jo in  in  tH is s tru g g le  m ust u n ite  
ranks  aga inst the gove rnm ent's  
J im  Crow  p o licy , and at tfie  same 
tim e  co n tin ue  u n re le n tin g  opposi­
t io n  to  t l ie  S ta lin is ts  w ho  have 
be trayed  th is  s tru g g le  before and 
w i l l  do so aga in .

Birth Control Is  No Panacea, But I t
Deserves Labor’s Aid Against Reaction

By A N T O IN E T T E  F . K O N IK O W , M . 1). ]
I lie achievements of the birth control movement in this 

country are scarcely secure. The movement in the ¡last has been 
success!ul in almost ¿til stales. I he first clinic was opened in 102 J 
in New York. Today there are reported to be ?2() clinics in the
United States. But birth control has been declared illegal in two 
slates— Massachussetts and Connecticut— and can be under­
mined elsewhere as well.

A brief history of the legal status of birth control in this 
country may be helpful. The Comstock law of 1871 which pro- ; 
hibited the trade and circulation of obscene literature and articles
o f im m o ra l use s p e c if ic a lly  in ­
cludes b ir th  c o n tro l w ith  a b o rtio n  
and obscene l i te ra tu re  and a r t ­
icles. T h is  is a fe d e ra l la w  s t i l l  
in  o p e ra tio n . 24 s ta tes  passed 
s im ila r  law s. E ig h t  s ta te s— N ew  
Y o rk . O hio , C o lo rado , In d ia na , 
Iow a , M inneso ta , N evada and 
W y o m in g  added p ro v is io n s  w h ich  
e xe m p t fro m  p rosecu tion  by th is  
la w  phys ic ia n s  u s in g , a p p ly in g  o r 
p re s c r ib in g  an in s tru m e n t o r 
a r t ic le  fo r  th e  cure  o r  p re ve n tio n  
o f disease. H o w e ve r, in  o th e r 
s ta tes  th e  need f o r  b ir th  c o n tro l 
in fo rm a tio n  w as so a p p a re n t 
eve ryw h e re  and p u b lic  o p in io n  so 
m uch in  its  fa v o r  th a t  th e  la w s  
a g a in s t i t  have n o t been en forced . 
In  seve ra l ins tances w here  a r ­
res ts  w ere  made o f  le c tu re rs  on 
b ir th  co n tro l (m y s e lf, fo r  ex ­
a m p le ' o r a u tho rs  o f books deal­
ing- w ith  sex p rob lem s th e  cases 
w ere  quashed and some even w on 
b y  the  de fendan t.

D A N G E R S  C O N F R O N T IN G  
B IR T H  C O N T R O L  A D V O C A T E S

B u t th is  was at the  d isc re tio n  
of the cou rts  W hich a t th a t 
period chose thus  to in te rp re t the 
state o r fede ra l law s. A t  any tim e , 
how ever, Hie law  m ay be enforced 
as i t  is today  in  M assachusetts 
and C onnecticu t, w ith o u t any p ro ­
v is io n  a llo w in g  p h ys ic ians  to 
p rescribe  b ir th  c o n tro l m ethods 
even fo r  the  p ro te c tio n  ot' hea lth  
(excep t in  the above m en tioned  
e ig h t s ta tes). In  24 sta les w here 
th e re  is no la w  app licab le  to  b ir th  
co n tro l, am ong w h ich  are  I l l in o is ,  
M ich ig an , Rhode Is la n d  and New 
H am psh ire , the F edera l Com stock 
b i l l  can be u tiliz e d .

M any a tte m p ts  to  exclude b ir th  
co n tro l fro m  the an ti-ob sce n ity  
la w  were made. In  1924 tw o  sen­
a to rs  w ere found progressive  
enough to in tro d u ce  such a b il l  
but i t  m et w ith  defeat. In  1934 
a b i l l  e xe m p tin g  phys ic ians, hos­
p ita ls  and licensed c lin ic s  fro m  
the p ro v is io n s  o f the  Com stock 
la w  was heard by both Senate 
and House and a c tu a lly  passed by 
the Senate in  Hie c los ing  days of

Hie session, on ly  to be h u rr ie d ly  I 
reconsidered and k ille d .

M assachusetts and C onnecticu t 
m ay w e ll s ig n ify  tHo b e g in n ing  
o f u re a c tio n a ry  wave w h ich  may .  
a ttem p t lo  destroy  progress m a d e 1 
in  t ic s  fie ld  a ll over the c o u n try .!  
C A T H O L IC  O P P O S IT IO N  A N D  ! 
IT S ‘IN T E R N A L  D IF F IC U L T IE S

One o f t lie  s trongest opponents; 
o f b ir th  co n tro l is ( lie  C a th o lic , 
C hurch , w h ich  w ie lds  considerab le  
in flu e n ce  in  Mnssachusets w here 
41% o f the p o p u la tio n  is ca th ­
o lic . in  H o lyoke . Mass., a lec tu re  
by M arga re t Sanger was a rranged 
to lie held in  the  F irs t  Congrega­
t io n a l C hurch . Catholic, in f lu e n c e 1 
p reva ile d  upon the chu rch  com ­
m itte e  to  w ith d ra w  pe rm iss ion  lo 
hold the m ee ting . Upon tra n s ­
ference to the H o lyo ke  T u rn v e re in  - 
s im ila r  pressure was exerted and 
the h a ll b roke  its  co n tra c t. The 
m ee ting  was held, nevertheless, 
because the  CIO T e x tile  W o rke rs  
o ffe red  th e ir  headquarte rs  to  the 
B i t r i i  C o n tro l C om m ittee . It  is 
ve ry  g ra t ify in g  to note th a t a 
w o rk e rs ’ o rg a n iza tio n  d isp layed  
independence o f no tion  and an in ­
terest in  b ir th  co n tro l.

T iie  s tro n g  tren d  in  fa v o r of 
b ir th  co n tro l is evidenced by Hie 
fa c t th a t even the C a tho lic  C hurch  
had to accept a com prom ise. 
W h ile  i t  v ig o ro u s ly  opposes the 
s c ie n tif ic  m ethod accepted by p l iy - ! 
s ic ians, it approves a fo rm  of 
b ir th  c o n tro l described in  D r. 
L a tz ’s book "R h y th m .”  T he  p h y ­
s io lo g ica l th e o ry  upon w h ich  th is  
system  is based lias been proven 
fa lse by qua lifie d  research w o rk . 
I t  is obvious, how ever, th a t Hie 
C a th o lic  chu rch  has been forced 
to abandon its  austere  oppos ition  
to a ll fo rm s of b ir th  c o n tro l. C a th ­
o lic  wom en are  d em and ing  the 
r ig h t  to  b ir th  c o n tro l in fo rm a ­
tion .

T he  Lad les ’ Home Jou rna l ,  in 
a po ll in  1938 on b ir th  co n tro l, 
repo rted  51% o f C a th o lic  women 
v o tin g  fo r  i t .  83% o f them  ex­
p la ined  th a t they  fa vo r i t  because, 
o f lim ite d  fa m ily  incom e. I f  51%

cared to vo te  in  o p p os ition  to  tlie  
d ic ta tes  o f th e ir  chu rch , there  
m ust tie m any m ore in  agreem ent 
w ho dare not express them selves.

W o rk in g  class p a rtie s  have 
never o f f ic ia lly  taken  a stand  on 
the question  o f. b ir th  co n tro l. T lie  
m a in  reason is. no doubt, that 
Hie leade rsh ip  o f the b ir th  c o n tro l 
m ovem ent lias been e n tire ly  in  the 
hands o f m id d le  class elem ents, 
m any o f whom  are s i i l l  fo llo w e rs  
o f Hie a lm ost e x tin c t th e o ry  of 
M a lthas.

M a lthas , a p ro m in e n t econom ist 
o f i lu- IS ili c e n tu ry  in  E ng land , 
c la im ed th a t p o ve rty  was due to 
the fact th a t t lie  increase in  po]>-: 
il la t io n  was m ore rap id  than  the 
p ro d u c tio n  of fo o ds tu ffs . He 
preached abstinence  tn tlie  poverty- 
s tr ic k e n  w o rk e rs  of E ng land  (cap­
ita lis m  had ju s t begun to develop) 
as a means o f im p ro v in g  th e ir  
co n d itio ns . H is  fo llo w e rs , the 
N eo-M a llhus ians (N ew  M a lthas  
ia n s i su b s titu te d  b ir th  c o n tro l fo r 
abstinence. L ik e  M a lth a s , how ­
ever, they cons ide r o ve rpopu la ­
t io n  the source o f a ll e v il in  the 
w o rld -p o ve rty , w a r. etc. Seem­
in g ly  th e ir  th e o rie s  received 
much support because the p rac tice  
o f b ir th  c o n tro l spread ra p id ly  
•and the b ir th  ra le  lias declined  in  
a ll in d u s tr ia l ly  advanced coun tries . 
This , however, doer not denote an 
acceptance of Xeo-31 a l t  hit star,
theories but is the resu lt  of pres 
s m r  of economic  forces  in worn 
un'.v l i fe.

In d u s tr ia lis m  o r c a p ita lis m  pm 
wom en in  the fac to ries , o ffices an r 
pro fessions. W om en had to  com 
b ine  w o rk  w ith  ch ild -be a rin g . 
B ir th  c o n tro l was w om an ’s pro  
test aga in s t s u ffe r in g  u nder capi 
ta lis m . W o rk in g  men and wom ei 
seek b ir th  c o n tro l in fo rm a tio n  no- 

t fo r fea r o f fu tu re  w o rld  overpopu 
la tio n , but to  p reven t i t  in  then- 
own a pa rtm en ts , to  keep hungei 
fro m  th e ir  ow n doors.

I t  is im p o r ta n t to  iso la te  b ir th  
co n tro l fro m  its  s te p fa th e r M a lth ­
us ian ism . M any re v o lu tio n is ts  
id e n t ify  th is  escape th e o ry  of thr 

! m id d le  class w ith  t lie  su p p o rt oi 
b ir th  c o n tro l by the masses. Benin 
expressed h im s e lf s tro n g ly  aga ins1 
b ir th  co n tro l b u t in  a c tu a lity  a r ­
gued aga inst t l ie  Neo-M alt hus ia r 
t heory.

Tn S ovie t Russia (1926) m y In 
te rest in  th e ir  b ir th  co n tro l w ork  
u su a lly  in s p ire d  t lie  re m a rk , “ Oh! 
you are  a M a lth u s ia n .”  I  had 
long  d iscussions w ith  le a d in g  peo­
ple, am ong them  C la ra  Z e tk in , on

th a t sub ject. To  them  b ir th  con­
tro l m eant M a lth u s ia n ism .

W hat is the m a in  s ign ificance  
o f b ir th  c o n tro l fo r  t lie  worlcehs 
and th e ir  fa m ilie s?  I t  p rov ides fo r  
p lanned pa ren thood and spac ing  
o f th e ir  fa m ily , w h ich  p e rm its  the 
w o rk in g  w om an to com bine  w o rk  
and the jo y  o f m o the rhood  w ith ­
out e xh a us tin g  he r hea lth  o r , t l ie  
w e ll-b e ing  o f her c h ild . I t  makes 
possible a s l ig h t ly  b e tte r s tanda rd  
o f l iv in g  fo r the  average, fa m ily . 
The  w o rk in g  w om an has m ore 
le isu re  to develop p o lit ic a l ly  and 
p a rtic ip a te  in  labo r o rg a n iza tio n s . 
T lie  w o rk e r, not overburdened 
w ith  fa m ily  re s p o n s ib ilit ie s  and 
w o rrie s , can p a rtic ip a te  m ore f u l ­
ly  in  h is u n io n  o r p a rty .

B ir th  c o n tro l is by no means 
a panacea fo r  t lie  ev ils  o f c a p ita l­
ism . bu t does o ffe r  some resp ite  
to  w o rk e rs  d u r in g  t l ie  p e riod  o f 
bondage u nder c a p ita lis m . W o rk ­
ers, and p a r t ic u la r ly  p o lit ic a l ly  
developed w  o r  k  e r  s, shou ld  
th e re fo re  p ro tec t ag a in s t the 
o n s 1 o u g h t o f re a c tio n a rie s , 
w h a te ve r p rogress lias b e e n  
made to w a rd  p e rm it t in g  the  
spread o f  b ir th  c o n tro l in fo rm a ­
tio n . U n ions  w ith  h e a lth  centers 
shou ld  p ro v id e  fo r  b ir th  c o n tro l 
c lin ic s  a d m in is te re d  by e ffic ie n t 
p hys ic ians . B ir th  c o n tro l o ften  
serves as a means o f in tro d u c in g  
in to  w o rk in g  w om en's o rg a n iza ­
tio n s  t l ie  basic ideas o f  class 
s tru g g le . I have re c ru ite d  n u m ­
bers o f wom en to th e  cause o f 
soc ia lism  by a p p ro a ch in g  them  
f irs t w ith  lec tu re s  on th is  p ro b ­
lem .

No doubt under soc ia lism  the re  
w i l l  be an increase  o f p o p u la tio n , 
fo r  the fe a r o f in s e c u r ity  w i l l  
have disappeared. H ow ever, w om ­
en w i l l  no t agree to he m e re ly  
ch ild -b e a rin g  m ach ines. The  fa m ­
i ly  w i l l  be lim ite d  fo r  reasons o f 
h e a lth  o r to  p ro v id e  m ore  t im e  
fo r  the a tta in m e n t o f e d uca tion  
and c u ltu re . U nde r soc ia lism , 
g rea t s tr id e s  w i l l  be made in  the  
s c ie n tif ic  research on th is  sub­
je c t and the  education  and in s ­
t ru c t io n  o f a l l  on p lanned  p a re n t­
hood. T here  need be no fe a r th a t 
p o p u la tio n  w i l l  decrease fo r  if ,  
even u n d e r co n d itio n s  today, p a r­
ents s t i l l  w a n t c h ild re n  even 
though  it  means e x tra  p r iv a t io n  
and s u ffe r in g , how  m uch m ore 
w i l l  th a t desire  be m an ifes ted  
when soc ie ty  w i l l  have e v e ry th in g  
to o ffe r  c h ild re n — h e a lth , educa- 
*ion  and t l ie  o p p o r tu n ity  to  dev­
elop in to  happy, u se fu l people. 
W ha t p a re n t w ou ld  ask fo r  m ore?

1200 Detroit Girls 
Win Neisner Strike

D E T R O IT . Jan . 20— 1200 f ig h t ­
in g  Rif-1 s tr ik e rs , em p loyed  in the 
04 five -a n d -d im e  s to res o f  N e is - 
ne rs  B ros. here, today  won the 
f i r s t  un ion  co n tra c t eve r secured 
f ro m  a cha in  s to re  o u t f it  in 
M ic h ig a n .

A f t e r  weeks o f p ic k e tin g  in 
sub-zero  w e a th e r and in b lin d ­
in g  snow -s to rm s , th e  g ir l  s t r ik ­
ers. m em bers o f  th e  U n ite d  Re­
ta i l  and W holesa le  E m p loyes 
un ion , C IO , fo rced  the bosses to 
te rm s . The  c o n tra c t ca lls  fo r  a 
$3 a w eek ra ise , a 48 h o u r week, 
u n io n  re c o g n itio n , t im e  and a 
h a lf  fo r  o ve r-t im e. s e n io r ity , pa id 
va ca tio ns , s ix  pa id  s ick-leave  
days a ye a r, and seven pa id  h o li­
days y e a rly .

B e fo re  the  s tr ik e , th e  g ir l  
c le rk s  had been pa id  $12 fo r  a 
54 h o u r week.

T he  ag re e m e n t w as ra t if ie d  a t  I 
a mass m ee tin g  o f the  s tr ik e rs  
today.

T he  s tr ik e  received the  support 
o f  the  e n tire  o rg an ized  la b o r 
m ovem en t in  th is  a rea . T hous­
ands o f  w o rk e rs  jo in e d  th e  p ick-1  
e t lin e s  in  s y m p a th y  w ith  the 
s tr ik e rs .

A p a r t  fro m  the  s izab le  sums 
w h ic h  a lm o s t e ve ry  loca l un ion  
•donated to  the  s tr ik e , a un ique 
fe a tu re  o f  th e  s tr ik e  w as th a t  
m an y  un ion  loca ls “ adop ted ”  i n - 1 
d iv id u a l s tr ik e rs  and m a in ta in e d  
them  w ith  re g u la r  w e e k ly  sums 
d u r in g  the  s tr ik e .

A lth o u g h  the  s tr ik e rs  w ere  
v e ry  y o u th fu l,  a v e ra g in g  between 
16 to  20 years o f  age, th e y  
handled  them se lves lik e  un ion  
ve te ra n s . T h is  v ic to ry  g ives  a 
boost to  th e  o rg a n iz a tio n  o f  a ll 
th e  s to re  c le rks  it i th is  v ic in ity ,  
e s tim a te d  a t  ove r 100,000.

Babcock-Wilcox 
Strike Is Won, 
Get Wage Raise

B A Y O N N E , N. .1., Jan. 20. 
F o llo w in g  ¡in agreem ent reachef 

( bo!ween un ion  and com pany of 
lie ia ls  yeste rday in  W ash ing ton  
a m ee tin g  o f the •15(1 s tr ik in g  
w o rke rs  o f the I ’ abeock-W lleox Co 
today  ra tif ie d  the te rm s of a nevi 
co n tra c t g ra n t in g  wage increase; 
and im p ro ve d  w o rk in g  co n d itio n s

The s tr ik e  was called by Boca’ 
4B!*. U n ited  E le c tr ic a l, R ad io  am 
M achine W o rke rs  U n ion , CIO. on 
Ja n u a ry  B, a fte r  the com pany 
w h ich  has a v ir tu a l m onopoly on 
the  m an u fa c tu re  o f bo ile rs  fo r 
the U. S. N avy, had refused a ll 
m a jo r  demands.

The se ttlem en t inc luded  an in 
crease o f five  cents an hour, ra is  
in g  the m in im u m  pay fro m  55 
cents to  61) cents h o u rly .

O r ig in a l dem ands o f the un ion  
were fo r  a 10 cents m in im u m  in ­
crease. pa id  vaca tions and 8 paid 
ho lidays  ye a rly . The  agreem ent 
d id  not in c lu d e  the  la t te r  tw o  de 
ittands, how ever. T he  company 
agrees to  take  up these finest ions, 
w ith  the u n io n  in  Ju ly .

A lso  inc luded  in  the c o n tra d  
is t iie  4.0 h ou r week, w ith  tim e 
and a h a lf  fo r  o ve r-tim e  and fo r  
S a tu rdays  and Sundays.

The s tr ik e rs  kept the p la n t shut 
com p le te ly  w ith  mass p icke t lines 
on a 24-hour a day v ig i l .  The 
s tr ik e  was w e ll supported  by t in  
local un ions, in c lu d in g  several 
A F L  locals.

AT I ,  lenders d u rin g  I lie  w a r had been th e ir  com­
ple te  re fusa l lo  <11-1<• ihI the m im e s is  of the sol- 
d ie ts . C om pe ls  made no m in e  to im p rove  con­
d it io n s  o f the w o rke rs  w i t h i n  the t in n y . T h is  
c r im in a l neg ligence re tu rned  to p lague the A F L  
w hen the  so ld ie rs  w ere dem ob ilized .T he  end o f  w a r 
p ro d u c tio n  had pi united the e m in lry  in to  a depres­
sion, and the dem ob ilized  so ld ie rs  g lin te d  the labo r 
m a rke t. These re tu rn in g  men were d is illu s io n e d , u n ­
organ ized. h u n g ry  and e m b ille re d . They needed jobs 
iim l they needed them  q u irk , and lo  get them  
m any or them  scabbed. Mob v io lence aga inst un ion  
am i w o rk in g c la ss  p o lit ic a l p a rtie s  found  no l i t t le  
support am ong these re tu rn in g  so ld ie rs . T he  la ­
bor m ovem ent bad done n o th in g  fo r  the so ld ie rs  
d u r in g  I lie w a r and the so ld ie rs , the re fo re , fe lt  
no ties o f lo y a lty  to o rgan ized labor.

W ill  11 Happen Aaga in?
T h is , i hen. is Hie h is to ry  o f the  N a tio n a l W a r 

L abor Hoard w h ich  served the bosses so w e ll 
d u r in g  the last im p e r ia lis t  c o n flic t. A nd  w h a t of 
t oday? The voices have changed b u t the tune  
is the same. (Ireon , H illm a n , M u rra y , tire  the 
"reasonable  m en." (he "p a tr io ts "  in  p lace o f
(lum pers . The  stage is set fo r  a n o th e r N 'W LB.

And yet, the re  is a d iffe re n ce . C a p ita lism  is 
f’ I years o lde r today and its  death paroxysm s 
are m ore v io le n t. S ta rv a tio n  in  a land  o f p le n ty  
spawned a lte r  1933 the g rea t in d u s tr ia l un ions  
w h ich  d id  not e x is t in  1918, and these un ions 
have ta u g h t I he w o rk e rs  how to lig h t.

Green, H illm a n , M u rra y , w i l l  c e r ta in ly  t r y  to
do w ha t G om pcrs d id . B u t they do not and
canno t c o n tro l the la b o r m ovem ent o f today as
G om pcrs co n tro lle d  the A F L  o f 1918. T hen  the 
trad e  un ions  were p r im a r i ly  c ra ft  o rg a n iza tio n s  
o f the a r is to c ra ts  o f labo r. T oday the  g re a t in ­
d u s tr ia l un ions o f the  masses are p re d o m in a n t. 
S ym bo lic  o f (he new  s itu a tio n  is the w o rk e rs ’ 
o rg a n iz a tio n  in  the key w a r in d u s try — the U n ite d  
A u to  W orke rs . D espera te ly  as they have tr ie d , 
M u rra y  and John L. L e w is  have fa ile d  to cu rb  
Ib is  m ettlesom e steed! S t i l l  less can th a t be done 
by the bosses and th e ir  gove rnm en t.

T h a t is w h y  we a w a it  the  fu tu re  w ith  con­
fidence in  the A m e rican  w o rke rs . T he  te r r ib le  
s to ry  o f the h a m s tr in g in g  o f the la b o r m ovem ent 
( Ittr id g  t lu 1 last w a r w i l l  not  be repeated in  th is  
w a r. The  obvious lessons o f G om pers' b e tra y a l 
in  1917-1918 w il l  no t be lost upon Ihe w o rke rs  
o f 19 11.

The Price That Labor Paid Even After the War For Gompers' Support of the War
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F IG H T  W IT H  T H E  

S O C IA L IS T  W O R K E R S  P A R TY

ON T H E  W A R  F R O N T :
F o r :
1. M i l i t a r y  t r a in in g  o f w o rke rs , financed by  th e  g o v ­

e rn m e n t, under c o n tro l o f  th e  tra d e  unionB.

2. T he  e s ta b lish m e n t o f spec ia l o ff ic e rs ’ t r a in in g  
cam ps, financed by th e  g o v e rn m e n t and co n tro lle d  
by th e  tra d e  un ions, to  t r a in  w o rk e rs  to  become 
o ffice rs .

3. C on fisca tion  o f  a l l  w a r  p ro f its — a ll com pany books 
to  be open fo r  tra d e  u n ion  in sp e c tio n .

4. E x p ro p r ia t io n  o f  a l l  w a r in d u s tr ie s  and th e ir  
o p e ra tio n  under w o rk e rs ’ c o n tro l.

5. T ra d e  u n io n  w ages fo r  a l l  w o rk e rs  d ra fte d  in to  th e  
a rm y .

6. F u l l  e q u a lity  fo r  N egroes in  th e  a rm ed  fo rce s—  
D ow n  w ith  J im  C ro w ism .

7. A n  end to  secre t d ip lo m a cy .

8. A  peoples’ re fe re n d u m  on a n y  and a ll  w a rs .

A T  H O M E :
F o r :
1. A  jo b  and decent l iv in g  fo r  e ve ry  w o rk e r .

2. T h i r t y - t h i r t y — S30 w e e k ly  m in im u m  w age— 30 
h o u r w e e k ly  m a x im u m  fo r  a l l  w o rk e rs  on a ll  jobs.

3. $30 w e e k ly  o ld  age and d is a b il ity  pension.

4. F u l l  soc ia l, p o lit ic a l and econom ic e q u a lity  fo r  th e  
N e g ro  people.

5. W o rk e rs  D efense G uards a g a in s t v ig ila n te  and 
fa s c is t a tta cks .

6. A  tw e n ty -b il l io n  d o lla r  F ede ra l p u b lic  w o rk s  and 
h o u s in g  p ro g ra m  to  p ro v id e  jobs  fo r  th e  unem ­
p loyed .

7. E x p ro p r ia te  th e  S ix ty  F am ilie s .

8. A n  In d ep e n d e n t L a b o r P a r ty  based on th e  T ra d e
U n io n s .

9. A  W o rk e rs ’ and F a rm e rs ’ G ove rnm en t.

Why 'The Militant'
W ith this first edition of our enlarged paper, 

the banner on our masthead is changed from the 
Socialist Appeal to THE M IL IT A N T .

This “ new”  name is, in reality, old and dear 
to us. It was the name of the first publication is­
sued by our movement, almost thirteen years ago.

By returning to this name, we symbolize before 
the workers of America and the revolutionary pro­
letariat throughout the world that our party pro­
claims today that program of uncompromising in­
ternational class struggle which we inscribed on 
our banner from the first moment of our existence.

The Socialist Workers Party has been com­
pelled by a reactionary federal law, the Voorhis 
Act, to discontinue its organizational affiliation 
with the World Party of Socialist Revolution, the 
Fourth International.

But by this banner, T IIE  M IL IT A N T , we 
make known to the revolutionary vanguard every­
where that we remain loyal to our common goal 
and principles.

Our original name was never more appropriate 
than now. “ M ilita n t” implies proletarian activists 
in the very midst of the class struggle. Our party 
is today made up of such proletarian activists, 
and every sign testifies to a new stage of the class 
struggle in America, of far greater intensity and 
significance than anything that the American 
working class has ever known.

Thirteen years ago the name of our paper 
seemed to many to be a misnomer. Our movement 
began its separate existence in 1928 as the Com­
munist Left Opposition, defending our program of 
international socialist revolution against Stalin's 
reactionary doctrine of “ socialism in one country.”  
The question of "socialism in one country”  seemed 
then, to most workers, even to most revolutionists, 
the height of abstraction. We appeared to be con­
cerned w ith issues far removed from the fields of 
m ilitant class combat.

The name which we chose thirteen years ago 
proved only too well justified. The “ abstruse”  is­
sue over which we first unfurled our banner has 
determined the fate of the world during these mo­
mentous years.

The strangulation of the October revolution by 
Stalinism; the slaughter in the GPU execution 
chambers of the entire generation that made the, 
October revolution; the revolutionary upsurge of 
the workers in Germany, ‘Spain, France, China, 
smothered by the traitorous embrace of Stalinism; 
the parties of the Third International, once flour­
ishing on the European continent and now ground 
into dust; Stalin’s support, first of the “ holy”  war 
of the bourgeois "democracies”  and. then, of the 
invasions of the Axis powers— all this has come to 
pass. Cain-Stalin has slaughtered our militants, 
not by the tens or hundreds, but by the tens of 
thousands.

Yet the counter-revolutionary services rendered 
by the Stalinist bureaucracy to the capitalist world

has not availed either Stalin or the capitalists. 
Through all the horrors of this epoch, our program 
has made its way. Stalin could murder Trotsky, 
but not the party of Trotskyism. Our party has 
grown, for only our program illumines what has 
happened and shows the road out of this epoch of 
the death agony of capitalism.

That is why we have survived and grown, while 
others who seemed far stronger thirteen years ago 
have disappeared. The Trotskyists were expelled 
from the Communist Party in 1928 by the Love- 
stone leadership; for years the favorite slur of the 
Lovestoneites was that we were “ Three generals 
without an army.”  When the Lovestone group first 
found itself outside the Communist Party, it could 
still call itself "Communist Party (M a jo rity  
Group).”  Now it has disappeared without a trace. 
The Socialist Party used to refer to us contempt­
uously as a “ splinter group.”  It has since splintered 
unrecognizably, and both its right-splinter, the 
Social Democratic Federation, and its pacifist- 
splinter, Norman Thomas’ Socialist Party, (now 
just split in twain again) are fading from the 
scene.

The working class political arena is clearing! 
The revolutionary worker is contested for by only 
two parties now: ours, and that of the Stalinists.

We welcome the combat. Unwavering in our 
course for thirteen years, we enter this struggle 
for the leadership of the American working class 
with boundless confidence in our final victory. 
Then shall come the gigantic struggle between pro­
letarian and oppressor to determine the fate of 
mankind! As the herald of'our future triumph, the 
triumph of the socialist future of mankind, we un­
furl the banner of our first battles, 'THE 
M IL IT A N T .

A  Touchstone
Ask any man how he feels about the Churchill 

government's decision that workers may be forced 
to labor wherever the government so decrees, may 
not leave their places of employment, etc. Examine 
any man’s answer to that question very carefully; 
for his answer tells you what he w ill do when sim­
ilar anti-labor proposals are made in this country.

Examine, for instance, W illiam  Green’s few 
words on this subject (reported in the New York 
Times, January 22). Green is quoted as saying:

“ We cannot consider such a thing here 
because there is a different situation in this 
country. There is plenty of man-power availa­
ble here and we have not yet reached the des­
perate state of Great Britain.”

Green’s words mean;
1. He is not against such forced labor in prin­

ciple. He is for it  in Britain because of its des­
perate state” .

2. That "desperate state”  is determined to exist 
on the say-so of B rita in ’s rulers. In other words, 
Green is only for slave labor when the ruling class 
says it “ needs”  it.

So much for Green and the A F L  leadership. 
And the CIO chieftains? Not a murmur out of them 
so far.

Yet it should be as plain as Philip Murray's 
brogue or John L. Lewis’ paunch that this anti­
labor move in Britain is the direct consequence of 
Roosevelt's “ all-out”  aid program. The powerful 
backing of Washington produces reactionary fruits 
everywhere. The forced labor decree and the sup­
pression of the Daily Worker in London are the 
latest British examples. Washington’s loan to 
Chiang-Kai-Shek has been followed by new blows 
against the Chinese labor movement. The Latin- 
American dictators in Roosevelt’s "democratic 
bloc”  are now more arrogant and cruel to the 
peoples they oppress than ever before.

We repeat: The British events are a touchstone. 
One’s stand on those events indicate one’s pro­
gram for labor in this country. Trade unionists: 
find out where your officials stand on this key 
question.

McReynolds Retires
I f  Justice McReynolds had announced his re­

tirement two years ago, great clamor would have 
shaken the land. Dire portents and prophecies 
would have flooded forth from Republican head­
quarters. The news and editorial columns of the 
press would have pealed forth like the trumpets 
of the Last Judgment. Usually strong, silent men in 
silk hats and cutaways would have halted perfect 
strangers on the corners of W all and Nassau 
Streets to blubber on their shoulders, “ This is the 
end, the very end.”

Those were the days when the court-packing is­
sue had the Sir Galahads of the press sharpening 
their editorial lances to t i lt  at the fire-breathing 
dragon of “ Diclatorship” , and “ Bolshevism.”  The 
idea of a Roosevelt m ajority on the Supreme Court 
brought the flag on the Stock Exchange Building 
to half-mast.

Today the retirement of McReynolds and the 
fact that Roosevelt now commands an undisputed 
m ajority of 5-3 on the highest judicial body— soon 
to be 6-3—evokes not the slightest stirrings of 
wrath.

Why do the spokesmen of Wall Street remain 
silent?

Today there is a difference. The petty and 
artificial strife of yesterday has vanished. Today 
all capitalists arc rallying around the flag, arc 
merging their differences for the common good of 
their class. Today American imperialism girds for 
a life and death struggle with its imperialist rivals. 
And the Roosevelt of social reform, of the New 
Deal and the “ radical”  Brain Trust is already 
gathering cob-webs in the attic of ancient history. 
Wall Street knows its man.

Today if  a stranger should accost any strong, 
silent man in silk hat and cutaway on the corner 
of Wall and Nassau Streets and cry, "McReynolds 
has q u it!” , he would be met with a cold stare and 
the words, “ McReynolds? Never heard of the 
gentleman. Who's his broker?”

Teachers Union’s Fight 
To Protect Its Members
Al l Unions Should Have Supported Its Struggle To Keep Its 
Membership Lists Away From the Rapp-Coudert Committee

(3ne of the most dangerous anti-labor precedents created by 
judge-made law was established when the New York State Gourt 
of Appeals last week ordered the New York Teachers Union 
(Local 5) to hand over its membership lists to the red-baiting 
Rapp-Coudert Committee.

That committee, set up by the state legislature ostensibly to 
investigate subversive activity in the schools— actually its aim 
is to pave the way for slashing the school budget— had been 
balked previously by the union in numerous attempts to seize 
the union’s membership lists. The Court of Appeals was acting
on an appeal by the  u n io n  fro m  ■ 
a con tem p t o rd e r o f a lo w e r 
cou rt.

Perhaps the fo u le s t aspect of 
th is  s itu a t io n  was th e  re fusa l o f 
A F L  o ffic ia ls  to  come to  the aid 
o f Loca l 5 in  th is  im p o r ta n t 
s trugg le .

Loca l 5's pa ren t body, the  A m e r­
ican  F ed e ra tion  o f Teachers, 
adopted a p e rfu n c to ry  re so lu tio n  
s u p p o rtin g  the  loca l's  con ten tion  
th a t  u n io n  m em bersh ip  lis ts  are 
the p ro p e rty  o f the  labo r m ove­
m ent. B u t. w h ile  th e  dec is ion  of 
the  C o u rt o f Appeals was s t i l l  
pend ing , the  execu tive  board o f 
the Teachers F ed e ra tion  in s t itu te d  
proceedings to  l i f t  the  c h a rte r  o f 
Loca l 5. The  l is t  o f charges are 
a th in ly -v e ile d  a tta c k  on the ''com ­
m u n is m ”  o f Loca l 5's leadersh ip . 
One charge, fo r  exam ple, b lames 
the loca l fo r  the fa c t th a t the u l­
tra -re a c tio n a ry  leadersh ip  o f the 
C e n tra l T rades & L a b o r C ounc il 
suspended the loca l fro m  m em ­
bersh ip !

These opening  moves to l i f t  the 
Loca l 5 c h a rte r , co m ing  when 
they  d id , w ere a treacherous blow 
to the m o ra l a u th o r ity  o f the lo ­
cal in  its  fig h t to  p ro te c t i ts  m em ­
be rsh ip  lis ts .

C O W A R D S  D E S E R T
A  s im ila r  treacherous b low  was 

dea lt by th e  w ith d ra w a l fro m  L o ­
cal 5, in  the m id s t o f the f ig h t 
w ith  the R app-C oudert C o m m it­
tee, o f a g roup  o f so-called p ro ­
gressives, in c lu d in g  N o r  m a n 
Thom as S oc ia lis ts , Lovestone ites  
and “ W o rke rs  P a r ty ”  e lem ents. 
B linded  by th e ir  v u lg a r  a n ti-S ta l­
in ism . w h ic h  canno t In  p ra c tice  
be d iffe re n t ia te d  fro m  the  a n t i­
com m u n ism  o f the  re a c tio n a ry  
w ar-m ongers, these pseudo-pro­
gressives deserted th e  u n io n  
w h ile  i t  was under fire .

They, tog e th e r w ith  the r ig h t-  
w in g  g roup  w h ic h  ca lls  its e lf  the

Teachers G u ild  w ho s p lit  fro m  
th e  u n io n  severa l years ago, have 
a secret u n d e rs ta n d in g  to receive 
the l if te d  Loca l 5 c h a rte r  a fte r  
the p a re n t body concludes its  
" t r i a l ”  o f  the p resen t un ion ,

I f  these teachers behaved so 
treach e rou s ly , i t  is easy to  im a ­
g ine  bow the  c ity ,  s ta te  and na ­
tio n a l A F L  leade rsh ip  behaved. 
The  ne t re s u lt is  a te r r ib le  prece­
dent, w h ich  w i l l  undoub ted ly  
serve to  open o th e r un ion  m em ­
be rsh ip  l is ts  to  p ry in g  c a p ita lis t  
p o lit ic ia n s  and em ployers.

M IN N E A P O L IS  C A S E
T h is  outcom e is in  m arked  con­

tra s t w ith  the  recen t outcom e of 
a s im ila r  s tru g g le  w h ich  th e  fa ­
mous G eneral D r iv e rs  U n io n , L o ­
cal 544 o f M in ne a p o lis , conducted 
fo r  n e a rly  th re e  years to  pro tect 
its  m em bersh ip  lis ts  and o th e r 
records a g a in s t a co u rt o rd e r re ­
q u ir in g  the  u n io n  to  su rre n d e r 
them  to e x a m in a tio n  by a tto rn e ys  
and accountan ts  fo r  a g roup  of 
em p loye rs ’ agents m asquerad ing  
as in ju re d  u n io n  m em bers. Loca l 
544 was able to  de fy th e  o r ig in a l 
c o u rt o rde r, th a n k s  to th e  fa c t th a t 
the u n io n  had the back ing , not 
o n ly  o f i ts  ow n  e n tire  m em ber­
sh ip , b u t o f the  w ho le  M innea ­
po lis  and M inneso ta  trade  u n ion  
m ovem ent.

In  th e  course o f the th ree-year 
ba ttle . Loca l 544 was able to  w h it ­
t le  down the  o r ig in a l c o u rt o rde r 
to  the p o in t w here  the  un ion  had 
at the end to present fo r  inspec­
t io n  o n ly  c e rta in  fin a n c ia l records 
im m e d ia te ly  re le v a n t to  the  case; 
and even those records could be 
inspected by the  fin k s ' a tto rn e y  
and  a ccoun tan t o n ly  in  the c o u rt­
house and under close sup e rv is io n  
o f the  un ion .

A nd  w hen the  case was f in a lly  
tr ie d , the c o u rt was com pelled to

a d m it th a t Loca l 544 was absolved 
on a il the  basic charges.

T h a t v ic to ry  was not w on in  
co u rt. The judge  m ere ly  reco rd ­
ed, as i t  were, the v ic to ry  a lready 
w on by the  Loca l 544 leadersh ip  
when i t  succeeded in  m o b iliz in g  
the e n tire  la b o r m ovem ent to  sup­
p o rt its  f ig h t to  p ro te c t the u n ­
ion 's  m em bersh ip  lis ts  and re ­
cords.

In  o rde r to  he lp  o th e r un ions  
In s im ila r  s trugg les , the  M in ne a ­
po lis  Team sters J o in t  C ounc il has 
pub lished  a huge e d it io n  o f a 
pam ph le t te l l in g  the w ho le  s to ry  
o f the fight.. I t  can be obta ined 
by w r i t in g  to the  C ou n c il, at 257 
P lym o u th  Avenue N o r th , M in ne a ­
po lis , M inneso ta .

Ju s t as 544’s v ic to ry  was won 
ou ts ide  the co u rtro o m , so T each­
ers Loca l 5 lo s t its  b a ttle  outs ide 
• he co u rtro o m . The fa ilu re  o f L o ­
ca l 5 to  secure w idespread  la b o r 
b a ck in g  m u s t be analysed by the 
Loca l 5 m em bersh ip . T h o s e  
treacherous e lem ents w ho refused 
to  defend Loca l 5 m us t be con­
demned as d is lo y a l to  th e ir  class. 
B u t a fte r  th a t, one m ust place 
due re s p o n s ib ility  upon the  Loca l 
5 leadersh ip  fo r  the fa lse  po lic ies  
i t  pursued w h ich  made i t  im pos­
s ib le  to  secure w idespread  sup­
po rt.

P R IC E  O F  F A C T IO N A L IS M
| A rro g a n t, fa c tio n a l, u t te r ly  un ­
scrupu lous  in  the v ic io u s  m ethods 
it  em ployed to destroy  honest d is ­
senters in  the un ion , the Loca l 5 
leadersh ip  has never its e lf  ope r­
ated in  te rm s o f lo y a lty  to the 
b roader in te re s ts  o f th e  labo r 
m ovem ent.

T y p ic a l o f its  n a rro w  fa c tio n a l­
ism  is the v e ry  fa c t th a t n o t once 
has i t  re fe rre d  to  t l ie  in s p ir in g  

I exam ple  o f M in ne a p o lis  D r iv e rs  
Loca l 544, a lth o u g h  th a t  exam ple 
is the m ost recent, and m ost d i­
re c t ly  s im ila r ,  to  th a t o f the 
Teachers U n ion . T he  M inneapo lis  

| exam ple could have been a powor- 
j fu l weapon in  th e  cam pa ign  to 
lin e  up A F L  un ions  to  su p p o rt L o ­
cal 5's fig h t. B u t C harles Heud- 
ley  and the o th e r Loca l 5 leaders 
p re fe rre d  to  g ive  up th a t weapon, 
ra th e r  th a n  a d m it th a t  the  m i l i ­
ta n t and a n ti-S t.a lin is t M in ne a ­
p o lis  d r iv e rs  u n io n  leaders had 
p layed such a p rog ress ive  role.

Conscientious Objectors 
Cannot Stop Jim Crow

B y  A L B E R T  P A R K E R
W hen E rn e s t C a llaw ay fo ld  a 

Chicago d ra f t  board la s t m on th  
th a t lie  w a n ts  exem p tion  fro m  
m il i ta ry  serv ice  because be is  a 
consc ien tious ob jec to r aga ins t the 
J im  C row  tre a tm e n t o f the Ne­
groes in  the a rm ed forces, he op­
ened up a ve ry  im p o r ta n t ques­
t io n  fo r  a ll thoso w ho are serious 
about the  fig h t fo r  equal r ig h ts  
in  the  A rm y .

T h a t question  is : S hould  o th e r 
Negroes fo llo w  C a llow ay 's  exam ­
ple? Should th e y  declare  th a t th e y  
a rc a g a in s t be ing  tra in e d  how  to 
figh t, and refuse m i l i t a r y  t r a in ­
ing? Can such a course o f ac tion  
have a dec is ive  e ffe c t on the 
sham e fu l tre a tm e n t o f th e  N egro 
so ld ie rs  by th e  o ffice r c lique  in  
cha rge  o f co n sc rip tio n ?

T here  can be no doub t here, o f 
course, o f o u r a t t itu d e  to w a rd  the 
a tta cks  th a t  the d ra f t  o ffic ia ls  are 
g o ing  to  m ake on C a llow ay. A l­
ready h is  loca l board has tu rn e d  
dow n h is  request fo r  exem ption , 
and a lth o ug h  he is appea ling  th e ir  
decis ion w ith  the a id  o f the N .A . 
A.C.P., i t  is  p re tty  c e rta in  tha t 
th e y  w i l l  prosecute and a tte m p t 
to  ja i l  h im  i f  he pe rs is ts  in  h is 
d e te rm in a tio n  n o t to  be d ra fted . 
W hen the  d ra f t  o ffic ia ls  and the 
a rm y  bu reaucra ts  launch  th e ir  a t­
tack  aga ins t h im , th e y  w i l l  do i t  
because lie  lias opposed th e ir  d ra ft 
and lias g iven  p u b lic ity  to  tbc  
J im  C row  reg im e  in  the A rm y . 
A ll w o rk e rs  m u s t defend C a llo ­
w ay aga ins t such a tta cks  even i f  
th e y  don 't agree w ith  C a llo w a y ’s 
m ethod.

But it is  one th in g  to oppose 
J im  C row ism  in  the  a rm y  and an ­
o th e r th in g  to oppose it  c o rre c tly  
and successfu lly .

W H A T  IS  W R O N G  W IT H  
C A L L O W A Y ’S M E T H O D

We a re  ce rta in  that, ac tions 
such as C a llo w a y ’s w i l l  not have 
any decis ive  e ffe c t on the tigh t 
fo r  equal r ig h ts  in  the arm ed 
forces. I t  can 't, because it leaves 
un touched the pow er o f the  o ff i­
cer caste to do e xa c tly  w ha t it 
pleases. As long  as the  labor- 
h a tin g , N e g ro -h a tin g  o ffice rs  have 
the  pow er to  do w h a t they  w a n t 
w ith  the  rank-and -file  so ld ie rs, 
the re  w i l l  be J im  C row ism  in  the

a rm y. N o t u n t i l  th e ir  com ple te  
and a ll-p o w e rfu l c o n tro l ove r m i l i ­
ta ry  t ra in in g  is taken  fro m  them  
can the  f ig h t fo r  equal r ig h ts  be 
won.

W h a t is w ro ng  w ith  C a llo w a y ’s 
m ethod, even i f  i t  were fo llow ed  
by ten o th e r men, o r 1000, o r 10,- 
000, is th a t i t  does not. touch  th is  
m a in  prob lem  a t a ll.  W h e th e r 
C a llow ay is  sent to  ja i l  o r w h e th ­
e r he w i l l  he set free  w i l l  n o t in  
an y  w a y  a ffe c t o r  d im in is h  the 
pow ers o f the  o ffic e r caste. T h e y ’l l  
s t i l l  have the  pow er to  J im  Crow  
Negroes and tre a t them  as second- 
class c itizens.

The second m a jo r  weakness in  
C a llow ays ’s m ethod (w h ic h  was 
conceived o f and proposed by a 
Chicago o rg a n iz a tio n  kn o w n  as 
"C onsc ien tious  O bjectors A g a in s t 
J im  C row ,”  headed by  St. C la ir  
D rake, w ho is also execu tive -sec­
re ta ry  o f the loca l b ranch  o f the 
S ta lin is t-c o n tro lle d  N a tio n a l Ne­
g ro  Congress) is  th a t i t  does not 
take  in to  co n s id e ra tio n  at a ll the  
need of the  N egro people to  lea rn  
the m i l i ta r y  a rts .

T h is  is a w o r ld  o f w a r and re ­
v o lu tio n  today. E ve ry  im p o r ta n t 
question  is  be ing  decided by m i l i ­
ta ry  means. T he  N egro people 
too w i l l  bo able, to  so lve th e ir  
p rob lem s o n ly  by s tru g g le  aga ins t 
th e ir  arm ed and tra in e d  enemies. 
W hoever denies that, the  N egro 
people m us t m aste r the o th e r m i l i ­
ta ry  a rts  is  m is le a d in g  and dis-

> o f th e ir  enemies. W hoever say; 
th a t  the N egro people in  th is  coun 
t r y  w i l l  w in  th e ir  freedom  in  any 
w ay o th e r than  by f ig h t in g  fo r 
i t  is m ise du ca tln g  and con fus ing  
the  N egro people.

N E G R O E S  M U S T  J O IN  F IG H T . 
F O R  M IL IT A R Y  T R A IN IN G

I t  is  co rre c t and necessary tc 
m a in ta in  o u r o p p os ition  to  cons 
c r ip t io n  by th e  boss class, b u t it 
is useless to  do so unless a t the 
same tim e  we p resen t some other 
p roposa l w h ich , w h ile  i t  w i l l  e lim  
in a te  m il i ta r y  J im  C row ism  and 
a n ti- la b o r p ractices, w i l l  also pro 
v ide  fo r  t ra in in g  the  w o rke rs  in  
the m i l i ta r y  a rts .

S ince the  C a llo w a y-D ra kc  pro  
posals ig u o ro  bo th  the  question  of 
c o n t ro l  o f  m i l i t a r y  t r a in in g  and  
the  necessity f o r  such t ra in in g .  
th e y  canno t be accepted as a p ro ­
g ram  fo r  N egro w o rke rs .

S ince the S o c ia lis t W orkers  
P a rty  p ro g ra m  fo r  trade  un ion  
c o n tro l o f m i l i ta r y  t r a in in g  lias 
the  answ er to  bo th  these ques­
tions, i t  m us t be pushed by Ne­
groes as the  o n ly  rea l and p ra c t i­
cal s o lu tio n  o f d is c r im in a t io n  and 
segrega tion  in  the a rm ed forces.

To push th is  p ro g ra m  requ ires  
n o t an arras-fo lded  p o lic y  o f in ­
d iv id u a l a b s ten tio n , w h ic h  by i t ­
se lf can never w in  a n y th in g , but 
m i l i ta n t  a c t iv i ty  to  m ob ilize  the 
Negroes and tlie  trad e  un ions  to 
s tru g g le  a g a in s t the  bosses fo r  its  
re a liz a tio n .a rm in g  d ie  Negroes in  the face
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ALBERT GOLDMAN
lias just returned from Mexico, where he represented Natalia 
Trotsky in establishing the guilt o f the GPU murder-machine. 
His first public appearance on his return w ill be a speech on

“Proofs That Stalin Killed Trotsky”
T IM E :  P L A C E :
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February 7 172 W. Adams St.
8 p.m. Chicago, III.

The Split In The 
Socialist Party 
On Aid To Britain

B y A R T  P R E IS

A  deep s p lit  in  the ran ks  o f d ie  S o c ia lis t P a rty  
became p u b lic  in  connection  w ith  the appearance o f 
N o rm a n  Thom as las t week before the House com m ittee  
hea rings  on the Lease-Lend b il l .

C o in c id e n t w ith  T hom as’ te s tim o n y , a g roup  o f 
le a d in g  figu res in  the  S o c ia lis t P a rty  issued a s ta te ­
m ent to  the press, re p u d ia tin g  T ho m a s ’ o p in io n s  on 
the  b i l l  and d e c la rin g  th a t he d id  n o t rep resen t the 
t ru e  se n tim e n ts  o f  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  S o c ia lis t P a r ty  
m em bers.

T he  press s ta te m e n t accom panied a p e tit io n  to 
R epresen ta tive  B loom , c h a irm a n  o f the  House Com- 
m itee  on F o re ig n  A ffa irs , reques ting  th a t a spokesm an 
o f the  p e t it io n in g  g roup  be a ffo rd e d  an o p p o r tu n ity  
to speak at the h e a rin g  iu  fu l l  su p p o rt o f d ie  b i l l  
g ra n t in g  u n lim ite d  w a r powers to d ie  p res iden t.

Thomas Loses H is C h ie f Lieutenants
The e x te n t o f the  cleavage in  th e  S o c ia lis t P a rty  

and the s tre n g th  o f the  o p p os ition  to  the Thom as 
fa c tio n  is in d ica ted  by the fa c t th a t the  p e tit io n  s igne rs  
in c lu d e d  T hom as ’ ch ie f lie u te n a n ts . A m ong  them  
w ere Jack  A ltm a n , fo rm e r secre ta ry  o f the New Y o rk  
lo ca l: B ro fessor R e inho ld  N e ib u h r o f U n io n  T heo lo ­
g ica l S e m in a ry ; F ra n k  C rossw a ith , genera l o rg a n ize r 
o f the  In te rn a t io n a l Lad ies G a rm e n t W o rke rs  U n io n ; 
A lfre d  B a ke r Lew is , fo rm e r M assachusetts p a rty  sec­
re ta ry ;  M u rra y  Gross, fo rm e r c h a irm a n  o f the  N a­
tio n a l L a b o r C om m ittee  o f the S o c ia lis t P a r ty ; L a za r 
Becker, o f the N ew  Y o rk  s ta te  co m m itte e ; and Gus 
T y le r ,  fo rm e r e d ito r  of the Call.

Those o f us w ho w ere in  d ie  le f t  w in g  o f the  
S oc ia lis t P a r ty  in  1937 m ay be fo rg iv e n  i f  we laugh  
in  glee at d ie  s ig h t o f th is  ro s te r  o f denouncers o f 
Thom as. F o r  these were d ie  gentlem en w ho upheld  
T hom as ’ r ig h t  a rm  as he sm ote d ie  le f t  w in g  o f the  
p a rty  in  1937. W ith  th e ir  b a ck in g  Thom as resorted  
to the desperate v e n tu re  o f e x p e llin g  the  le ft  w ing , 
w ith o u t d a r in g  to  w a it  fo r  the v e rd ic t o f an honestly - 
elected p a rty  conven tion . The  in te re s te d  reader—  
p a r t ic u la r ly  any w o rk e r  o f re v o lu t io n a ry  s p ir i t  w ho 
m ay  have  w andered  b y  acc iden t in to  th e  S o c ia lis t 
P a r ty  since 1937— shou ld  read the  s to ry  o f d ie  1937 
s p lit  in  t l ie  issues o f the Socia l is t  A ppea l  (n o w  The  
M i l i t a n t )  o f th a t  period . H e  w i l l  f in d  th a t  w e p re d ic te d  
d ie  degenera tion  o f the  S o c ia lis t P a r ty  in to  a ch a u v in ­
is t ic  sect l ik e  d ie  Social D em ocra tic  F e d e ra tion , once 
d ie  lo ft  w in g  was n o t the re  to p re ve n t i t .  The  le f t  
w in g  is now in  the S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a rty .

Jack A ltm a n , n e x t to  Thom as the  m ost im p o r ta n t 
figu re  in  e n g in e e rin g  th e  s p l i t  in  1937, p red ic ted  in  
a press s ta tem en t la s t week th a t  the  N o rm an  Thom as 
g roup  w i l l  he repud ia ted  a t the S. P. n a tio n a l com- 
m itee  m ee tin g  next m on th . A ltm a n  c la im ed— and the  
n ex t issue o f T hom as ’ Call  has not den ied i t — th a t 
the tw o  la rge s t u n its  o f the  p a rty , I l l in o is  apd W is ­
consin , su p p o rt the  A ltm a n  g roup .

A lth o u g h  h is  name was not a ttached to  th is  s ta te ­
m ent, D a n ie l Ilo a n , fo rm e r m a yo r o f M ilw a u ke e , has 
a lrea d y  gone com p le te ly  ove r to  d ie  p ro -w a r R ooseve lt 
camp. He is now  a m em ber o f one o f R ooseve lt’s 
"n a t io n a l defense”  boards.

What the S p lit Is About
The A ltm a n  g roup  has adopted a co m p le te ly  p ro ­

w a r p o s itio n , in d is tin g u is h a b le  fro m  th a t  o f the  Roos­
eve lt a d m in is tra t io n , whose po lic ie s  i t  now  accords 
fu l l  support.

T lie  s p lit  in  d ie  S o c ia lis t P a r ty  ra n ks  is  n o t a 
f ig h t between an a n ti-w a r  p ro le ta r ia n  w in g  and p e tty - 
bourgeo is c a p itu la to rs . I t  m e re ly  m ir ro rs  fa i th fu l ly  
the d iffe rences  d ia l, e x is t w ith in  the c a p ita lis t  camp, 
t lie  " is o la t io n is ts ”  versus the in te rv e n tio n is ts . A t  no 
p o in t does the  c o n flic t  in  the S o c ia lis t P a r ty  take  on 
the aspect o f a s tru g g le  between tw o  opposing class 
tendencies.

The  basis o f T hom as’ oppos ition  to the Lease-Lend 
b i l l  was id e n tic a l w ith  th a t  o r H a n fo rd  M acN ide r, 
fo rm e r n a tio n a l com m ander o f the  A m e ric a n  Leg ion , 
w ho spoke a t the  same session o f th e  hea rings  as 
T hom as and represen ted  th a t section  o f the  R e p u b li­
can p a r ty  and W a ll S tre e t w ho  d isagree  w ith  the  
a d m n is tra tio n  o n ly  on t l ie  ta c tics  to  be pursued le a d in g  
up to the  w a r.

Thom as, l ik e  M acN ider, based h is  p r in c ip a l ob jec­
t io n  to d ie  b i l l  as it  now  stands so le ly  on the  fa c t th a t 
i t  is "u n d e m o c ra tic ”  and g ives the  P re s id e n t too m uch 
in d iv id u a l power.

In  the same b rea th  th a t  he condem ned C h u rc h il l 
as "a n  im p e r ia lis t  to  the core ,”  Thom as decla red  th a t  
he was fo r  a id  to  B r ita in  and a B r it is h  v ic to ry . E ven  
in  h is  o p p os ition  to d ie  pow ers g iven  R ooseve lt in  d ie  
h i l l ,  lie  hastened to  m ake c lea r th a t  he recognized 
d ie  “ exce llence" o f R ooseve lt’s "n o rm a l in te n tio n s ."

I t  is tru e  th a t  Thom as q u a lif ie d  h is  s u p p o rt o f a id  
to  im p e r ia lis t  B r i ta in  by s ta tin g  th a t  lie  is  fo r  o n ly  
such a id  as w i l l  he lp  " to  repel the N azi in v a s io n "  b u t 
w i l l  no t ass is t C h u rc h il l in  h is  p lans fo r  a “ reconquest 
o f E u ro p e .”

A t w h a t point, a id  to  B r ita in  ceases to be fo r  the  
purpose o f re p u ls in g  a N a z i in va s io n  and become an 
a id  to B r it is h  im p e r ia l is t  a m b itio n s , Thom as fa ile d  
to m ake c lear.

H ow  l i t t le  p rin c ip le d  d iffe re n ce  th e re  is  between 
the  tw o  S o c ia lis t P a r ty  fa c tio n s  is  in d ica te d  by 
T hom as’ recen t endorsem ent o f M a thew  W o ll ’s com ­
m itte e  to a id  B r ita in .  T he  p ro g ra m  and sponsors o f 
t l i is  co m m itte e  are  com p le te ly  p ro -w a r and in  e n tire  
accord w i t i i  R ooseve lt’s fo re ig n  po lic ies .

D u r in g  a b a tt le  in  th e  W a r, a so ld ie r  w as b e a tin g  
a re t re a t  to- the  re a r  as fa s t  as h is  legs w o u ld  c a r ry  
h im , w hen lie  w as h a lte d  b y  an o ffic e r.

“ D o n ’t  d e la y  m e,”  sa id  t i le  so ld ie r, “ I ’m  on m y  
w a y .”

“ D o n ’ t you  kn o w  w ho  I  a m ? ”  th e  o ff ic e r  re p lie d . 
“ Fm  a g e n e ra l.”

“ Go on, you  a in ’t  no g e n e ra l.”
“ I  c e r ta in ly  a m .”  in s is te d  th e  o ffic e r.
“ Oh, m y  lo rd ,”  e xc la im ed  th e  s o ld ie r, as he to o k  

a good look a t  th e  o ff ic e r. “ Y ou  a re . I  k n e w  I ’d 
tra v e le d  back a lo n g  w a y , b u t I  d id n ’t  th in k  i t  w a s  
th is  f a r ! ”


