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WORKERS OF THE 
W ORLD U N IT E !

LE T THE PEOPLE 
VOTE ON WAR

RUMBLINGS OF REVOLT SHAKE WAR CAMPS
Hands off the 
Trade Unio n s ,
Mister Roosevelt!

A N  E D IT O R IA L  w m

Hundreds o f labor unions and central labor bodies have 
been sending to Washington their protests against the 
union-busting campaign being conducted by the Roosevelt 
government through the Department o f Justice and its Fed­
eral Bureau o f Investigation— the G-Men.

What they are protesting against was aptly summarized 
by Thomas V. Smith, secretary-treasurer o f the General 
Drivers Union o f Omaha, Nebraska, in a recent statement 
to the Labor press on the F B I persecutions o f the Midwest 
teamsters’ unions:

“ The Department o f Justice and its Federal Bureau o f 
Investigation is on a road which is surely leading to the 
development o f American soil o f the same sort o f anti-labor 
political police which is the instrument o f the ferocious dic­
tatorships in Europe and Asia.”

Arnold Cracks Down on Labor
The Department o f Justice has answered these protests, 

in the form o f a letter by Assistant Attorney General Thur­
man Arnold, sent to the secretary o f the Central Labor U n­
ion o f Indianapolis and simultaneously published in the 
press on Nov. 20.

The Roosevelt government plainly declares in this letter 
its intention systematically to employ the Sherman Anti- 
Trust Act against the labor movement, listing “ five types o f 
union activity”  as “ unquestionably violations o f the Sher­
man Act.”

The Sherman A nti-T rust Act was passed by Congress in 
1890 as a law against the industrial monopolies, under the 
pressure o f mass discontent. By the most flagrant formal­
ism, the courts, in typical judge-made law, proceeded to ap­
ply the Sherman Act, not against the monopolies, but 
against labor unions as “ restraining commerce.”  In  that 
way Debs was sent to ja il, the famous Danbury Hatters 
union members stripped o f their life  savings, etc. As the 
result o f a national wave o f labor revolt, Congress in 1914 
passed the Clayton Act expressly exempting unions from 
the anti-trust laws.

But the Clayton Act and similar legislatjon have been 
whittled away by the judges fo r the benefit o f the bosses. I t  
was bad enough when bosses used the Sherman Act against 
unions, but the climax came when Attorney General (Tea- 
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Behind the Lines
B y GEORGE STERN

B y GEORGE STERN
The tig h t game o f power p o li­

tics  invo lv ing  the U nited States, 
Japan, and the U.S.S.R., is be­
g inn ing  to  be played a lit t le  fa s t­
er and more fu rio u s ly . I t  is  by 
fa r the m ost im po rtan t sector o f 
the d ip lom atic fro n t o f the w ar, 
fa r more im p o rta n t than  any in  
Europe, because its  outcome w ill 
decide in  large measure the fo rm  
and tempo o f U.S. en try  in to  the 
w ar its e lf and w ill have a de­
cisive effect upon the fu rth e r evo­
lu tio n  o f the conflict.

Fresh signs o f approaching 
agreem ent between Japan and 
the Soviet U nion have forced 
"W ashington to  increase its  pres­
sure upon Toyko. C ordell H u ll 
and Sumner W elles ro ll ou t th e ir 
verba l batteries. Once again the 
in v io la b ility  o f W a ll S treet’s “ in ­
terests”  in  China are reaffirm ed 
and Japan is a n g rily  in form ed' 
th a t these “ in te rests”  w ill be v ig ­
orously defended.

W ith o u t any e ffo rt to  de_plct i t  
as a coincidence, the  N avy De­
partm en t announces a sizeable in ­
crease in  the subm arine force a t­
tached to  the U.S. A s ia tic  F leet. 
The la rgest and newest subm ar­
ines in  the navy w ill ta ke  th e ir 
places in  the firs t lin e  o f pros­
pective action against the Japan­
ese flee t in  the P acific. The an­
nouncement comes as a lit t le  
sem i-colon o r dash punctuating 
the  d ip lom atic barrage. A  semi­
colon o r a dash— because the 
m a tte r is fa r fro m  concluded.

The M ain S tra tegy
L e t us re ite ra te  once again the 

centra l significance o f th is  d ip lo ­
m a tic  tug -o -w ar: i t  s till rem ains 
the essential s tra tegy o f the A l­
lies, includ ing  o f course th is  coun­
try , to  transfo rm  the w ar in to  a 
w a r against the Soviet U nion as 
the m ost convenient and least 
dam aging w ay ou t o f the present 
impasse. This was the hope ra is ­
ed so h igh  a t M unich on ly a l i t ­

tle  m ore than a year ago. I t  has 
by no means been abandoned, ev­
en though the powers, driven 
helplessly by forces they could 
no t e n tire ly  con tro l, are a t pres­
ent a t w ar.

In  Europe the m ain hope o f 
ca rry in g  ou t these plans contin ­
ues to  be the hope th a t H itle r 
w ill be displaced by another re ­
gime, p re fe rab ly a d ic ta to rsh ip  o f 
the “ m oderate” Reichswehr gen­
erals and possibly even a restored 
Hohenzollem  m onarchy. W i t h  
such a regim e, the B ritis h  and 
French indicate they w ill find  i t  
possible to  make a deal that. w ill 
end the stalem ate on the w estern 
fro n t and tu rn  w ar’s spearhead 
eastw ard again.

The Game w ith  Japan
In  the F a r E ast the s tra tegy 

consists o f keeping Japan and 
Russia a t sword’s points and to  
ensure thereby Japanese p a rtic i­
pa tion  in  the  eventual an ti-S ovie t 
drive. We have said in  th is  col­
umn repeatedly th a t i t  is  a ques­
tio n  o f Japan’s price. B rita in  and 
France have already a ll b u t w ith ­
draw n to  the sidelines and i t  is  
U.S. im peria lism  th a t is le ft to  
p lay the game o f combined pres­
sure, wheedling, prom ises, th reats, 
and counter-threats th a t is  called 
modern diplom acy.

The Russians, fu lly  conscious, 
n a tu ra lly , o f the stakes, are push­
ing  ahead w ith  a ll th e ir m ig h t to  
ge t in  firs t w ith  a deal a t Tokyo. 
General agreem ent “ in  p rin c ip le " 
has already been announced and 
we can look fo r sizeable Soviet 
concessions to  the suspicions o f 
the Japanese m ilita ris ts .

F o r them  i t  is  a question o f be­
ing  convinced o f greater im m edi­
ate gains to  be had through e lim ­
ina tion  o f the w estern powers 
fro m  China than through a deal 
w ith  the W estern powers th a t 
w ill involve Japan in  an early w ar 
against Russia th a t w ould take 
a ll th a t rem ains o f her m ate ria l 
resources.
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His Turkey Dinner

Give Thanks—Twice!
You May Not Know I t  But Conditions Are 
So Good, F.D.R. Gave Us 2 Thanksgivings

JERSEY S.W.P. 
POLLS STRONG 
ANTI-WAR VOTE

Only Party with Pro­
gram for Workers in 
State Elections

O ffic ia l announcement was 
made th is  week th a t A lfre d  
Low enthal, candidate o f the So­
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty  o f Essex 
County, New Jersey, had receiv­
ed 1,306 votes in  the November 
7 th  elections fo r  General As­
sembly.

Th is vote, a few  hundred low ­
er than th a t polled by the Thom ­
as S ocia list P a rty  and the S ta l­
in is t P a rty , was generally re ­
garded as an encouraging rep ly 
to  the cam paign o f the S ocia list 
W orkers P a rty , w hich had run  
th roughout the cam paign as the 
p a rty  o f revo lu tiona ry  strugg le  
against the w ar and theh w ar- 
makers.

The ca p ita lis t parties, here as 
elsewhere th roughout the coun­
try , were extrem ely carefu l to  
avoid a ll m ention o f the m ain is ­
sue, the w ar. N o t once did e i­
th e r p a rty ’s candidates fo r any 
office in  the sta te  take  any po­
s itio n  on the w ar.

They insisted th a t th a t was a 
na tiona l issue, and th a t the elec­
tions were sta te  issues. B u t even 
on the sta te  issues both parties 
showed how com pletely bank­
ru p t they were.

A fte r the w a r question, the 
m ost im p o rta n t issues in  the el­
ections were unem ployem ent and 
re lie f, pressing labor leg is la tion , 
and steps against rac ia l d iscrim ­
ina tion  and Jim -C row ism .

As the N ew ark S ocia lis t A p ­
peal, SWP election paper, made 
clear, the tw o  boss parties had 
no more o f an answer to  these 
problem s than they had to  the 
w ar.

The R e lie f Problem
W ith  a qua rte r o f a m illio n  

unemployed and w ith  no money 
appropriated fo r re lie f, ne ithe r 
boss p a rty  dared to  o ffe r a rea l 
answer to  the problem . A fte r an 
8-m onth session the Republican- 
contro lled Leg isla tu re  had been 
able to  adopt on ly the idea o f a 
sta te  referendum  on re lie f to  ap­
p rop ria te  $21,000,000 th rough a 
bond issue fo r the years 1939 
and 1940. (The m inim um  requ ir­
ed to  m a in ta in  even the present 
low  standard fo r the tw o year 
period is $60,000,000.)

The Republican * Leg isla tu re  
presented th is  referendum  to  the 
people fo r a vote—b u t the Re­
publican P a rty  before the elec­
tions came ou t s tro n g ly  against 
its  passage. In  th is  w ay they 
hoped to  do tw o th ings: 
1. A vo id  app rop ria ting  money 
fo r re lie f. 2. A vo id  the responsi­
b ility  fo r not app ropria ting  the 
money. The Hague Dem ocrats on 
the o the r hand came ou t fo r the 
referendum , hoping to  p ick up

(Continued on Page 3)

Thursday is  Thanksgiving 
Day.

Young and old, good and 
bad, ric h  and poor, lith e  and 
lam e -— a ll are supposed to  
pause, p ray and give thanks. 
I t ’s an olde A m erican custom, 
even older than the horse- 
draw n tro lle y  and the buffa lo 
n icke l.

N a tu ra lly , there are m any 
people who have th ings to  be 
th a n k fu l fo r.

The S ix ty  Fam ilies, fo r ex­
ample, w ill have one helluva 
tim e  on T hanksgiving Day.

In  th e ir la v ish ly  appointed 
mansions, they w ill s it around 
innum erable b ig, fa t tu rkeys 
and in  between th e ir fo w l 
m outhfu ls and burps, give 
thanks

T ha t the President is a b ig  
N avy man,

T ha t the w a r has fin a lly  
started,

T ha t the big, fa t contracts 
are ro llin g  in ,

T ha t p ro fits  are sky-rocke t­
ing,

And th a t, as a m a tte r o f 
fa c t, every day is Thanksgiv­
ing  Day—fo r the S ix ty  Fam i­
lies.

P r e s i d e n t  Roosevelt w ill 
have m any th ings to  be thank­
fu l fo r. A fte r the newsreel men 
have le ft w ith  th e ir clips o f 
the C hief E xecutive carving 
up the biggest tu rke y  o f them 
a ll, the Prez w ill pause and 
give thanks

T ha t he has in  F rank M u r­
phy an A tto rn e y  General who 
knows how to  fram e up th a t 
b lankety-b lank M inneapolis la ­
bor movement,

T hat he was able to  ram  
th rough Congress a ju ic y  part" 
o f his program  fo r invo lv ing  

(C ontinued on Page 2)

BOSSES SPURN 
JUST DEMANDS 
OF AUTO UNION
Corporation Makes Big 
Haul of Profits, Offers 
Slaves Slim Pickings

(S pec ia l to  the S o c ia lis t A ppea l)
D ETR O IT, Nov. 22 —  C hrysler 

w orkers w ill go w ith o u t th e ir 
thanksg iv ing  dinners Thursday, 
thanks to  the lockout the corpor­
a tion  is m a in ta in ing  in  its  stub­
born re fusa l to  make any reason­
able concessions.

No agreem ent is  ye t in  s ig h t on 
the question o f wages ,the la test 
issue over w hich negotiations 
have bogged down. The U A W - 
C IO  o rig in a lly  demanded an a ll- 
around 10 cents an hour increase 
in  wages. I t  revised th is  proposal 
downwards to  five  cents. In  term s 
o f annual wage increase the o rig ­
in a l sum o f $18,000,000 was re­
vised downwards to  $8,000,000.

C orporation o ffic ia ls countered 
w ith  an annual wage increase o f 
$3,000,000 w hich the U A W  ju s tly  
re jected as "rid icu lous.”  The un­
ion ’s re jection  is buttressed by 
some very solid s ta tis tics :

F o r the firs t s ix  m onths o f 1939 
the C hrysler C orporation repo rt­
ed a net p ro fit o f $26,000,000. R is­
ing  prices d ig  a deep hole in to  
the wages o f the C hrysler w o rk­
e r bu t they ha rd ly  make a dent 
in  the m illio n a ire  stockholders’ 
dividends.

Below Subsistence W age
“ The ‘subsistence wage’ fo r a 

fa m ily  o f fo u r in  D e tro it, accord­
in g  to  the m ost recent D epart­
m ent o f Labor figures, is $1,423.- 
85,”  R. J. Thomas, union presi­
dent said.

“ C hrysle r production w orkers 
do no t earn anyth ing  near th a t 
am ount. The average hou rly  wage 
in  June o f th is  year was 93 cents. 
G iven fo rty  weeks o f w o rk  a year, 
a t th irty -tw o  hours a week, 
C hrysler w orkers earn $1,190.40 a 
year.

“ T ha t is  $233.45 less thah the 
governm ent says is required to  
keep a D e tro it fa m ily  o f fo u r in  
the o rd ina ry  necessities o f life .”

D ickinson A t I t  A gain
The o ther day our pious Gov­

ernor broke in to  p rin t again. This 
tim e, however, he wasn’t  on his 
knees to  Jesus, bu t to  the Chrys­
le r corporation. H is p ipeline to  
God always makes a detour to  the 
back door o f the auto companies.

Somebody to ld  him , i t  seems, 
th a t the negotiations were reach­
ing  a settlem ent. So in  jum ped 
“ lit t le  D ick”  in  the n ick  o f tim e  
to  o ffe r any scabs who w anted i t  
state p rotection. I f  the loca l cops 
can’t  gp t strikebreakers in to  the 
p lan t, I ’l l  send down m y N ationa l 
Guard, so the statem ent ran. Now 
i f  the corporation w ants .to  pu t 
the kibosh on negotiations and 
s ta rt some strikeb reak ing  it' 
knows where to  look to  fo r sup­
port.

The Appeal Needs Your Aid!
B y M A R T IN  ABE R N

The second half o f the National $10,000 Organization 
and Press Fund Drive must go over the top on scheduled 
time. The twice-weekly S O C IA L IS T  A P P E A L  is at stake.

W ithout doubt our Party and its sympathizers are quite 
capable to insure the maintenance o f our most important in­
strument for spreading the program o f the Fourth Inter­
national and the Socialist Workers Party.

Our semi-weekly paper has been maintained without 
missing a single issue since our twice-a-week was establish­
ed. One must not even contemplate a retreat, but, on the 
contrary, must look forward to increased frequency o f the. 
S O C IA L IS T  A P P E A L.

The Party branches in the past have responded to the 
requests for the necessary financial assistance to sustain 
the S O C IA L IS T  A P P E A L. By a similar response in the 
second half o f the campaign there can be no doubt but that 
our Press can be maintained and established on a sounder 
footing than ever.

The reports from the Party branches throughout the 
country indicate their readiness to proceed w ith  fu ll speed 
to fu lfill their quotas. We are confident that all supporters 
o f our revolutionary Press w ill make every effort to fu lfill 
their quotas fo r the National Organization and Press Fund 
Campaign before February 1st.

THE HORRORS OF W A R -
“ P A R IS , O ct. 21 (Delayed) 

— P aris is  p u ttin g  the fin ish ­
in g  touches to  her w artim e 
w ardrobe . . • Women are go­
ing  p ra c tica l a ll along the 
lin e  . . . We are w earing short 
s k irts  a t a ll hours; we in s is t 
on keeping sm art, b u t we 
have no hea rt fo r friv o litie s . 
We have p u t aw ay our plumed 
hats and our splashy je w e lry ; 
maybe we’l l  begin to  take  
them  out when the boys begin 
to  re tu rn  home on leave. H a ir 
is  com ing down o r o ff; co if­
fures are being sim plified, fo r 
h igh, fo rm a l hair-dos are in ­
com patible w ith  gas mask 
practice.

“ The day a fte r w a r was de­
clared, nearly every dressm ak- 
inghouse in  P aris, except Lan­
v in  and Paquin, was closed. 
M olyneux kep t the ground 
flo o r shop open ju s t to  se ll 
such th ings as perfum es and 
lip s tic k s ; the  rest o f the  place 
was shut t ig h t . . .  Chanel clos­

ed on the  firs t day o f m obiliza­
tion , reopened soon a fte r, and 
reclosed on the day the  Rus­
sians m arched in to  Poland.

“ Lanvin  was a rock in  the 
storm . She kep t her place open 
and, w ith  one mannequin, 
showed her w in te r co llection 
to  the few  in tre p id  c lien ts who 
s till wanted to  see i t  . . .

“ The couturie rs are on th e ir 
m ettle , and the French never 
w o rk  so w e ll o r fig h t so w e ll 
as when confronted w ith  ap­
pa ren tly  Im possible obstacles. 
There’s been a lo t o f ta lk  o f 
the  po ss ib ility  o f tra n s fe rrin g  
the couture to  B ia rritz . Asked 
about th is , M . Lelon said, 
‘N ever! P a ris  is the s ty le  cap­
ita l. I t  w ould never be the 
same anywhere else.’ A nd A g ­
nes said, ‘W hat an idea! When 
you get to  B ia rritz , you can’t  
th in k  o f designing anyth ing  
bu t a beret.’ ”
Fem inine Fashion D ept, in  

The New Y o rke r o f Nov. 11.

Third Camp Raises 
Its Head in First 
Weeks of War

In Prague, Dublin, India, Paris, Moscow 
War-Makers Tremble at Spectre of Masses 
In Rising Against Their Bankrupt Rule

B y F E L IX  MORROW

The first known large-scale struggle of a section o f the 
masses against its “ own”  government during this war has 
taken place. The Czech students and workers have the.honor 
o f initiating, the revolutionary struggle against the war- 
makers.

That this open clash came during the first months o f 
the war, whereas years elapsed during the first world war 
before such a clash— that is the difference in the tempo of 
the two epochs.

The main attention o f the “ democratic”  press has been 
concentrated on the dramatic resistance o f the Czech students. 
I t  is clear now, however, that the workers also participated in 
the struggle. As early as Oct. 27, the Nazi officials of Prague 
officially branded “ labor agitation”  as “ the work o f Trotsky- 
ite Communists” — the universal designation o f revolutionists 
by reaction. That strike calls were answered by the workers 
last Saturday is discovered from an official assertion that 
the strikes were terminated by Monday. But that would indi­
cate that the strikes were not fo r economic demands, but 
were political protest strikes, in solidarity w ith the students, 
called fo r a specific time period and then terminated.

In  addition to the execution o f twelve student leaders 
and the herding o f thousands o f others into concentration 
camps, it  is reported that the Nazis fired artillery into the 
workers’ quarters o f Prague. The desperate measures taken 
by the Nazis is a measure o f the profound crisis undermining 
their rule.

Europe Sits on Powder Barrel
B u t th e ir ru le  is no t the on ly one w hich is being underm ined. 

As everybody understands, the measures necessary to  a to ta lita r­
ian regim e mean th a t in te rn a l contrad ictions have reached an in ­
to lerab le  tension—only the m ost d readfu l oppression keeps the in ­
te rn a l contrad ictions fro m  exploding. A nd th is  explosive s itu a tio n  
exists outside o f Germ any too.

The Nazis, in  answer to  the “ dem ocratic" glee over the mean­
ing  o f the Prague events, re to rt— in  the words o f the D ip lom atisch- 
P olitische Korrezpondenz, Fore ign Office pub lica tion— th a t Eng­
land and France, in  P alestine and Damascus among o ther places, 
"have shown w ha t methods they themselves are accustomed to  
use.”

France Under M artia l Law
France is  today also a to ta lita ria n  regim e—in  the “ dem ocratic”  

fo rm  o f m a rtia l law . To its  previous repressive measures the gov­
ernm ent on Nov. 19 added new ones— “ effective as long as France 
is under m a rtia l law ” — under w hich "ind iv idua ls  dangerous fo r na­
tio n a l defense o r the secu rity  o f the state m ay be transfe rred  fro m  
th e ir place o f residence to  a center th a t the W ar and In te rio r 
M in is tries  select.”  W hich, transla ted  in to  p la in  language, means 
th a t the decree gives these m in is tries  power to  proceed against 
anybody w ith o u t recourse to  the usual lega l procedures, courts, 
etc., the m in is tries  having the a u th o rity  to  define w hat ind iv idua ls 
come under the decree. “ W ith  these decrees the governm ent” , says 
the N . Y . T im es report, “ w ill be in  a position  to  take  d rastic  ac­
tion  against any insubord ination such as has been advocated in  
clandestinely c ircu la ted  propaganda.”  These H itle rite  methods mean 
th a t France, lik e  Germ any, is  a sm oldering volcano.

Uprisings in North A frica
'  W hat does the N azi ta u n t about Damascus mean? There are 
rum ors cu rren t in  P aris about uprisings in  French N o rth  A fric a . 
N o t a single dispatch has been published fro m  A lg ie rs  in  the A m er­
ican press in  weeks! The French censorship is  even s tric te r than 
th a t o f the Nazis, a ll dispatches being subject to  censorship before 
being sent. The volcano is sm oldering.

Indian Volcano Seething
B rita in  is in  no be tte r p lig h t. A t the ve ry beginning o f the w ar 

the "jew e l o f the E m pire ,”  In d ia  .w ith  its  375 m illions o f revo lting  
slaves, demands in  irreconcileable language its  freedom  from  B ri­
tish  ru le . Even Gandhi, who h im se lf w anted to  give unconditional 
support to  B rita in  in  the w ar, has now been compelled to  th reaten  
c iv il disobedience i f  the B ritis h  do no t y ie ld . Remove In d ia  from  tho 
foundations o f the B ritis h  E m pire, and the en tire  s tructu re  comes 
crashing down.

Y e t so im potent axe the B ritis h  ru le rs  th a t they can do noth ing 
about the in sp irin g  sym bol w h ich  shows the w ay to  the five hundred 
m illio n  colonia l peoples oppressed by B rita in : a t E ngland’3 very 
door is Ire land  w hich, despite a governm ent p lia n t in  England's 
hands, w ill have no th ing  to  do w ith  the im p e ria lis t w ar.

F ritz  Thyssen, who financed H itle r ’s rise to  power, has le ft Ger­
m any because o f a lack  o f fa ith  in  H itle r’s w a r program . Such a 
break w ith in  the ru lin g  clique is  one o f the harbingers o f the dow n­
fa ll o f a regim e. B u t the B ritis h  have lit t le  to  be happy about. F o r 
among th e ir own ru lin g  caste are such figures as L loyd George, 
who conducted the la s t w a r and who now— a t the ve ry beg inn ing !— 
has so lit t le  fa ith  in  the ru lin g  class’ a b ility  to  w ithstand  the shocks 
o f w a r th a t he w ants, someway, somehow ,to  reach an understanding 
w ith  H itle r.

The Spectre Haunts Europe
B u t i f  they could no t reach a stable understanding in  the years 

o f “ peace,”  they can find  none now .Each im p e ria lis t power needs 
w hat the o ther also needs, and on ly arm s can settle  the argum ent. 
There are no bridges back to  the “ peace”  o f M unich. A  long and 
p itiless w a r is  ahead ,and its  v istas frig h te n  the ru lin g  class o f 
every coun try. F o r a t the end o f i t  they see the spectre w hich is  
haunting Europe today m ore than  ever before: the spectre o f revo­
lu tio n .

(Continued on Page 2)
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I n
the labour
'Un io n s

■By B. J. W ID ICK=■
A  strong opposition group is 

conducting a real fig h t against 
the  S ta lin is t machine directed by 
H aro ld  P ritc h e tt w hich controls 
the In te rn a tio n a l W oodworkers 
o f A m erica (C IO ).

P ritc h e tt is  being opposed fo r 
re-e lection as president by A1 
H artung , president o f the Co 
lum b ia  R ive r D is tric t Council, in  
a na tiona l referendum  w hich w ill 
be completed on Dec. 2.

Loggers' Indictment
The O pposition CIO B loc, as 

i t  ca lls its e lf, presents an in d ic t­
m ent against the S ta lin is t ru le 
in  a four-page lea fle t en titled , 
“ W hat’s W rong w ith  the Pres­
en t A d m in is tra tio n  o f the 
IW A ? ”  I t  says:

1. V io la tion  o f the IW A  con­
s titu tio n ; m alicious slander 
against members and officers fo r 
the purpose o f pu rg ing  a ll who 
hold honest differences o f opin­
ion ; igno ring  the tr ia l procedure 
in  the constitu tion ; in te rna tiona l 
officers d isregard ing charges 
placed against them , and in s is t­
in g  th a t when and i f  a tr ia l is 
held they w ill s it on the ju ry  
try in g  th e ir own cases.

2. U sing the Com m unist P a rty  
machine to  m ain ta in  themselves 
in  office and p u t over th e ir pro­
gram . (A ffid a v its  and abundant 
evidence is available fo r p roof.)

3. They have used the T im ber 
W orker to  a tta ck  the IW A  mem­
bers w ith o u t p re fe rrin g  charges 
o r presenting evidence to  ju s ti 
fy  such attacks.

(See the T im ber W orker fo r 
June 3, 10, 17, 24; A p ril 29; A u ­
gust 27; etc.) Censorship 
againnst those who oppose the 
Com m unist machine.

4. They have fa iled  to  organize 
the unorganized: the W illiam e tte  
V alley, K lam ath  Fa lls, The Red­
woods and B ritis h  Columbia, 
w ith  th e ir thousands o f po ten tia l 
members. They reported mem­
bership in  the IW A  in  1937 o f 
100,000. They reported 100,000 
members in  1939. The actual 
mem bership does not exceed 35, 
000.

5. Squandering the union funds 
fo r tw o years by p u ttin g  on the 
B ig  F ro n t w ith o u t any means o r 
m em bership to  w a rra n t it .  The 
In te rn a tio n a l Secretary has fa il­
ed to  make complete reports!

6. D ic ta to ria l (Abe M u ir) tac­
tics . W itness' O rton a t C arna­
tio n : P ritc h e tt a t Tacoma and 
P ortland. The ru le  o r ru in  career 
boys acting  as flo o r leaders in  
d is tr ic t conventions.

7. F rom  tim e to  tim e  m yste ri­
ous appointm ents o f new editors 
ganizers w ith o u t recommenda- 
o f the T im ber W orker. New or- 
tio n  o r approval o f d is tric ts . 
Some o f them  were know n Com 
m un ist P a rty  members.

8. U sing the IW A  as a fro n t 
to  bu ild  the Com m unist P a r ty -  
on the members’ dues dp lla r.

Opposition's Program
The O pposition C IO  B loc o f 

fe rs th is  as its  counter-program
1. S tric t adherence to  the CIO 

program . P o litica l A c tion—Non­
partisan . D rive  bu t the p o litic a l 
machine con tro l w ith in  the un-

2. Organize the m a jo r sections 
o f the lum ber in d u s try  before 
m oving ou t in to  the isolated d is­
tric ts .

3. S tric t selection o f organiz­
ers upon recom m endation o f the 
d is tric ts , based upon knowledge 
o f the in d u stry  and a b ility  to  o r­
ganize ra th e r than p o litic a l a ffil­
ia tio n .

4. F urn ish ing  accurate finan­
c ia l and mem bership standings 
to  the membership.
on a business-like basis. E lim i-

5. Operate the In te rn a tio n a l 
nate the extravagan t expenses.

6. Abide by the constitu tion .
7. F u ll cooperation between 

the In te rn a tio n a l, d is tric t, and 
local unions in  securing the best 
wages, hours and w o rk ing  con­
d itions fo r the membership.

8. G reater expression by the 
ra n k  and file . Extend the use o f 
the referendum  and in itia tiv e  
w ith in  the IW A .

O ver one hundred delegates, 
a lm ost a m a jo rity , a t the recent 
th ird  annual convention o f the 
IW A  signed th is  program . I t  
represents a typ ica l confused, 
b u t nevertheless progressive, 
m ovem ent as against the S ta lin ­
is t machine.

The influence o f the W obblies 
is  qu ite  evident in  the emphasis 
on “ ra n k  and filism .”  They rep­
resent b u t one o f the tendencies 
un ited in  b itte r opposition to  the 
ruinous course pursued by the 
S ta lin is ts  sincee th is  section o f 
the labo r movement was forced 
ou t o f the A F L  and jo ined the 
CIO.

A fte r b reaking w th  the A F L  
C arpenters U nion and Its  Czar, 
W ilia m  Hutcheson, who sought

W a r Camps R u m b le  w ith  R e v o lt
<?>

Third Camp Raises Its 
Head at Start of W ar

The “ dem ocrats”  are try in g  to  convince themselves th a t the 
thunderbolts o f revo lu tion  w ill s trike  only a t th e ir enemies. The 
fo rm er agents o f German im peria lism , the exiled leaders o f the 
social democracy, now in  the service o f A nglo-French im peria lism , 
assure th e ir new m asters th a t the thunderbolts can be harnessed to  
the social dem ocratic transform ers w hich w ill step them  down to  a 
safe voltage. They did i t  once before, in  1918, when they were able 
to  b rin g  the German R evolution w ith in  the confines o f the  W eim ar 
Republic— and o f H itle rism  .They w ill do i t  again, they prom ise.

The B ritis h  are paying th e ir money fo r goods w hich cannot be 
delivered! No more than H itle r was satisfied w ith  the Sudeten moun­
ta ins w ill the needs o f Germ any be satisfied w ith  a monarcho-demo- 
c ra tic  revo lu tion. B ritis h  leafle ts—and social dem ocratic leafle ts— 
w ill not break the iro n  hoops o f H itle rism ; those hoops w ill be ren t 
asunder only by the sha tte ring  o f the entire  German social order, 
w hich means by a socia lis t revo lu tion.

Stalin Fears German Revolution
C ham berlain does no t understand th is  and hopes fo r a “ reason­

able”  explosion in  Germany. B u t S ta lin  does understand th is , and 
fears it. S ta lin  knows th a t revolutions are contagious. W ere the 
horizons o f the Soviet U nion ringed w ith  red instead o f brow n, the 
social hatred stored up by the Soviet masses against the oppressive 
bureaucracy w ould no longer be frozen by the fea r o f im p e ria lis t 
in te rvention . C a p ita lis t encirclem ent today is S ta lin ’s best a lly  
against the Soviet masses. The German R evolution w ould provide the 
Soviet w o rk ing  class w ith  a new perspective, and th a t w ould mean 
the end o f S ta lin . For, like  H itle r, S ta lin ’s streng th  consists not o f 
bis own resources bu t o f the pass iv ity  o f the w orekrs over whom 
he rules. v

The economic system o f sta te  p rope rty  established by the Octo­
ber R evolution plays as deadly a role in  underm ining S ta lin  as is 
played by the system o f p riva te  p rope rty  in  underm ining the ru le rs 
in  the ca p ita lis t countries. B u t w ith  th is  decisive difference. P riva te  
p rope rty  creates anarchy and convulsions w hich can on ly be done 
away w ith  by ending p riva te  property. The sta te  p rope rty  o f the 
Soviet U nion has dem onstrated its  in fin ite  sup e rio rity  over p riva te  
p rope rty  by m u ltip ly in g  the volume o f production in  th a t backward 
country by ra tios unprecedented in  h is to ry.

B u t th is  splendid steed cannot continue its  fu rth e r course under 
the b rid le  o f the ossified bureaucracy. I t  requires an e n tire ly  d iffe r- 
end kind  o f guidance. The crises in  Soviet economy, its  dislocations, 
and the pan ic-stricken answers o f the bureaucracy in  the fo rm  of 
purges and m ore purges—a ll th is  signifies th a t the economy es­
tablished by the October R evolution is u tte rly  a lien to  the bureauc­
racy w hich has usurped the power. The defense o f the nationalized 
p roperty  in  the USSR requires the overthrow  o f the s trangu la ting  
bureaucracy.

Stalin, A Fair-Weather Friend
In  a lly in g  h im se lf w ith  H itle r, S ta lin  hopes to  help H itle r pre­

vent the German R evolution w hich w ould overthrow  them both. The 
Com m unist In te rn a tio n a l is already, though s till in  cautious term s, 
w arn ing  th a t H itle r’s overthrow  w ould “ m ost lik e ly ”  b rin g  a mon­
arch ica l regim e hostile  to  the Soviet Union, therefore— th is  is the 
p la in  im p lica tion— it  is best th a t H itle r be no t overthrow n. Th is is 
the line  so long as H itle r ’s m ilita ry  position rem ains favorable, as i t  
is lik e ly  to  rem ain during  the firs t year o f the w ar.

B u t when H itle r ’s s itu a tio n  grows d iffic u lt, S ta lin  w ill tr y  to  
leave the s ink ing  ship and sw im  o ff tow ard the A llie s . In  re tu rn  
fo r his services a t th is  po in t, the A llie s  m ay pe rm it h im  to  Sovietize 
the B a ltic  countries, and ca ll fo r  the independence o f H itle r’s Poland 
in order to  Sovietize i t  too. And w ith  th is  new tu rn  the Com m unist 
In te rn a tio n a l w ill sing s till louder S ta lin ’s praises as. a "lib e ra to r1 
o f people.

B u t a ll th is  can take place only on the basis o f’H itle r’s grow ing 
d ifficu ltie s . The consequent m ilita ry  defeat o f Germ any w ill inevitab ­
ly  be fo llow ed by the socia list revo lu tion  in  Germany. T ha t w ill 
mean the end o f S ta lin  too, as the Soviet w orkers clasp hands w ith  
th e ir v ic to rious brothers in  Germany.

The German w orkers’ sta te  and the regenerated Soviet Union 
w ill understand, as d id  the p a rty  o f Benin and T ro tsky , th a t th e ir 
forem ost task is  to  extend the revo lu tion. They w ill p u t th e ir re­
sources a t the service o f the colonial revo lu tions against the “ demo­
c ra tic ”  empires. The tw ilig h t o f the B ritis h  E m pire w ill become the 
dawn o f a new life  fo r the peoples o f A fric a  and A sia. “ The epoch o f 
w ars and revo lu tions,”  Lenin called ou r tim es. In  the firs t weeks o f 
the Second W orld  W ar we begin fro m  the po in t a t w hich the Russian 
R evolution and the post-w ar revo lu tions le ft o ff.

T ha t is  the o ther side o f the present p ic tu re  o f g row ing reaction 
and repression. W ar and its  a ttendant horrors are one side o f the 
coin. The o the r is th  w orld  revo lu tion , whose firs t rum blings are now 
being heard in  Prague and M unich, P aris and A lg ie rs, Bom bay and 
C alcutta, Len ingrad and Moscow.

STRIKES TIE UP 
THREE PLANTS 
IN CAIRO, ILL.
Vigilante Terror Fails 
To Break United Ranks 
Of Negroes and Whites

to  give the tim ber w orkers sec­
ond class citizenship  in  the union, 
the lum berjacks thought they 
w ould be able to  establish a m il­
ita n t, dem ocratic union.

However, th rough P ritch e tt, a 
sm ooth operator, the S ta lin is ts  
managed to  capture con tro l of 
th is  union. F o r three years, va­
rious tendencies appeared in  op­
position to  the ru le  o r ru in  
clique.

B u t no t u n til th is  year were 
the various groups able to  unite 
behind a program  w hich could 
ra lly  the  w orkers to  fig h t the CP 
e ffective ly.

H a rry  B ridges, C a lifo rn ia  CIO 
d ire c to r (recen tly demoted) was 
rushed by the S ta lin is ts  to  the 
recent woodworkers convention 
to  help head o ff a re vo lt against 
the P ritc h e tt machine. Th is was 
how precarious the g rip  of' the 
S ta lin is ts  had become.

The case o f the Opposition 
CIO bloc against the S ta lin is ts  
is  borne ou t by a ll the available 
evidence. However, the opposi­
tion  contains elements w hich can 
on ly  be characterised as “ red­
b a itin g .”  I f  the opposition is to  
become a genuine progressive 
force in  the labor movement, i t  
m ust re legate th is  tendency in ­
to  the background, and re je c t a ll 
opinions o f th a t kind.

The opposition stands a very 
good chance o f w inn ing  the na­
tio n a l elections fo r w hich i t  has 
a fu ll slate unless— as the oppo­
s itio n  fears— som ething happens 
to  the ba llo ts o r the S ta lin is t- 
contro lled locals are given in ­
fla ted  vo tin g  strength .

O ther candidates o f the oppo­
s ition , a ll o f whom are men o f 
long experience in  th is  fie ld , 
are : Les Cadieu, fo r vice-presi­
dent; W orth  Low ry, fo r vice- 
president; H . I. Tucker fo r sec­
re ta ry -tre a su re r; and George 
B row n fo r  trustee.

HOW THEY FIGHT 
HITLERISM IN  
A ''DEMOCRACY"

The “ Defense o f Canada 
R egulations’, under w hich an­
ti-w a r figh te rs are being ja iled , 
read lik e  a H itle r decree. Here 
are the provisions under w hich 
F rank W atson was ja ile d :

“ 39. No person shall by 
word o f m outh: (a ) spread re ­
ports o r m ake statem ents, 
false o r otherw ise, intended o r 
lik e ly  to  cause disaffection to  
H is M ajesty o r to  in te rfe re  
w ith  the success o f H is M a j­
esty’s forces o r o f the forces 
o f any a llied  o r associated 
Powers o r to  pre judice H is 
M ajesty’s re la tions w ith  fo r­
eign powers, o r (b ) spread re­
ports o r make statem ents, 
false o r otherw ise, intended o r 
lik le y  to  pre jud ice the re c ru it­
ing, tra in in g , d iscip line o r ad­
m in is tra tio n  o f any o f H is 
M a jesty ’s Forces.”

“ 39A. No person shall p rin t, 
c ircu la te  o r d is trib u te  any 
book, newspaper, periodical, 
pam phlet, p ic tu re , c ircu la r, 
card, le tte r, w ritin g , p rin t, 
pub lica tion  o r docum ent o f 
any kind  conta in ing any ma­
te ria l, repo rt o r statem ent, 
false o r otherw ise (a ) intended 
o r lik e ly  to  (as above Par. a) 
(b ) intended o r lik e ly  to  (as 
above P ar. b) (c ) o r w hich 
w ould o r m ig h t be p re jud ic ia l 
to  the safety o f the state o r 
the e ffic ien t prosecution o f the 
w ar.

CAIRO , 111., Nov. 17—Cairo, 
“ the tow n th a t has never been 
flooded” , is up to  its  neck in  a 
s trik e  wave invo lv ing  the m ajor 
in d u s tria l p lants.

M ore than tw o hundred busi­
ness men have been deputized as 
special police officers to  break 
the s trike  m ovem ent A ttem pts 
to  fom ent race rio ts  against the 
s trike rs , a m a jo rity  o f whom 
are Negroes, are constantly 
made. The C airo Evening C iti­
zen has been ty in g  to  w h ip  up 
mob action.

B u t where the v ig ila n te  boss­
es were successful in  smashing 
the s trike  o f unemployed w o rk­
ers three years ago and fra m ­
ing  th e ir leader, Eddie P arker, 
they have been unable to  make 
a dent in  the present s trike  
ranks.

Negro W orkers S trike
The s trik e  movement began 

w ith  the w a lkou t o f the w o rk­
ers o f thé Robets C otton Seed 
P roducts Co. W ith  the exception 
o f three o r fo u r, th is  100 per­
cent organized A F L  Federal Lo­
cal is composed of N egro w o rk­
ers. They s tru ck  a fte r a year o f 
fu tile  attem pts to  bargain w ith  
the em ployer. A n armed deputy 
trie d  to  break through the p ick­
e t line by d riv in g  his car in to  
the s trike rs  and brandishing a 
.45 revolver. Somebody, probably 
a fe llow  deputy, shot him  
th rough the head. He died im m e­
d ia te ly . The local ’press is try in g  
to  p in  his m urder on a “ negro 
s tr ik e r” a lthough the assailant 
is unknown.

The m ilita n cy  o f the s trike rs  
a t the Roberts p la n t spurred an 
organization d rive  in  the V alley 
Steel P roducts Corp., em ploying 
300 w h ite  and 25 Negro w o rk­
ers. Before the organization 
drive  could be completed some 
40 leaders were fired  and the 
union struck.

P icke t Despite Guns
On the firs t n ig h t o f the 

s trike , Nov. 9, a deputized v ig i­
lan te  group armed w ith  rifle s  
and p isto ls drove o ff the p icke t 
line. B u t as soon as i t  was lig h t 
enough to  see, the w orkers re ­
turned o t the p la n t gates and 
reestablished th e ir p icke t line— 
w ith  N egro and w h ite  w orkers 
m arching side by side —  before 
the muzzles o f tw o hundred 
guns.

Four days la te r, the company 
launched its  back-to -w ork move­
m ent by sending threa ten ing  
le tte rs  to  the w orkers and dis­
patching forem en to  plead and 
threaten in  the homes o f the 
s trike rs . The back - to  - w ork 
movement fizzled com pletely 
when on ly 35 stooges guarded 
by tw o hundred armed deputies 
marched in to  the  p lan t. Outside 
the p icke t line  was stronger 
than ever re inforced by IL A  
dock w orkers and co tton  seed 
p lan t s trike rs . Since then the 
s trike -b reak ing  drive has come 
to  an ab rup t end.

A t the present w ritin g , the 
G overnor’s personal representa­
tive , V incent, Colonel D avis o f 
the N a tiona l Guard, N LR B  rep­
resentatives and governm ent 
concilia to rs have come to  tow n 
to  pour o il on the troubled wa­
ters. S trike  ranks, however, are 
solid as ever.

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party

Jobless Get 5c a Meal; 
Too High for Banksters

9,000 Rochester Families Face Starvation; 
FSCC Administrator Threatens to End Plan

ROCHESTER, Nov. 19—Five 
cents per person per meal.

T ha t was Rochester’s helping 
hand to  its  citizens in  need up 
to  a few  sho rt m onths ago, when 
i t  became evident th a t the needy 
were s ta rv in g  to  death.

Then, w ith  the aid o f the Fed­
eral Surplus Com m odities Cor­
poration, Rochester made a p a ri­
ah class o f citizens on re lie f. 
“S a lva tion”  was doled out w ith  
another tw o and one-half* cents 
per person per meal th rough em­
barrassing ly conspicuous orange 
and blue food stam ps, e n titlin g  
re lie f clien ts to  surplus fa rm  
com m odities.

Bankers O ffe r Less 
Now, instead o f rem edying the 

s itua tion , Rochester’s w ell-fed 
p lan again to  take  one-th ird  o f 
bankers have come along w ith  a 
the food ou t o f the m ouths o f 
the unemployed.

The continuance o f the orange 
and blue food stam p plan in  
Rochester depends now upon an 
agreem ent between the head o f 
the Federal Surplus Commodi­

ties C orporation and the Roch­
ester C learing House -Associa­
tion.

The banks o f the c ity  have in ­
sta lled  a one percent service 
charge on cashing the stamps 
given by grocers. As the local 
F.S.C.C. does about $3,000,000 
business a year, th is  means $30,- 
000 revenue from  th is  source 
alone to  the loca l banks.

W ill Close P ro ject
M ile  P erkins, bureaucratic head 

o f the F. S. C. C., declared 
th a t the- local p ro je c t w ill be 
closed down December 1, i f  the 
banks do no t discontinue th e ir 
service charges. Raymond B a ll, 
president o f the C learing House 
Association, states th a t the 
banks w ill no t change “th e ir 
stand. A  local com m ittee o f g ro­
cers has petitioned both the gov­
ernm ent and banks to  discuss 
the m atte r.

So fa r ne ithe r p a rty  has men­
tioned the fa te  o f nine thousand 
fam ilies whose food w ill be cu t 
by a th ird , should the  F.S.C.C. 
u n it be removed.

GIVE THANKS— 
TWICE I

(C ontinued fro m  P age 1)
the U nited States in  the Sec­
ond W orld  W ar,

T ha t he’s on the best neigh­
borly term s w ith  certa in  
“ statesm en”  below the R io 
Grande who know how to  put' 
those ung ra te fu l greasers in  
th e ir place,

T ha t he’s going to  ride  in to  
the W hite  House fo r a th ird  
term  m aking everybody be­
lieve he’l l  keep the country ou t 
o f w ar, the dopes.

Yes, there are people whq 
w ill have m any th ings to  be 
th a n k fu l fo r.

B u t, o f course, there are 
some people who w ill ba lk a t 
ce lebrating th is  great, tra d i­
tio n a l holiday.

The locked-out youth, fo r 
example. W hat the he ll have 
they go t to  be th a n k fu l fo r?  
L e t M r. Roosevelt and the firs t 
fam ilies o f V irg in ia  keep th e ir 
tra d itio n s  and holidays they ’l l 
take jobs, thank you.

The w orkers who were 
th row n  o ff the W PA ro lls . 
W hat have they got to  be 
th a n k fu l about? And the m il­
lions and m illions  s ta rv in g  on 
the re lie f hand-outs?

The m ig ra to ry  w orkers o f 
C a lifo rn ia , the beet-pickers o f 
Colorado, the sharecroppers o f 
A rkansas, w ha t have they got 
to  be th a n k fu l fo r ? T he ir m is­
erable wages, th e ir underfed 
w ives and children, th e ir beat­
ings a t the hands o f v ig ila n ­
tes?

W hat w ill the Negro masses 
give thanks fo r?  T he ir jim - 
crowed existence in  black 
ghettos? Lynchings a t the 
hands o f the K u  K lu x  K lan  ?

Yes, Thursday is Thanksgiv­
ing  Day. The Bourbons and 
th e ir w e ll-pa id  flunkies w ill o f­
fe r up th e ir m any thanks.

The unemployed, the under­
privileged, the ill-fe d , i ll-  
clothed and ill-housed w ill pass 
the day in  th e ir cold fla ts , th e ir 
ram shackle huts and th e ir m i­
g ra to ry  flivve rs. To them  
Thanksgiving Day w ill be ju s t 
another day. They have noth­
ing  to  be th a n k fu l fo r—no t un­
der capita lism .

The reports from  branches 
and lite ra tu re  agents o f the So­
c ia lis t Appeal ind ica te  th a t they 
are qu ite  able now to  d is tribu te  
the tw ice-w eekly S ocia list A p ­
peal e ffective ly  and w ith  increas­
ing  success. Indeed, th e ir le g iti­
m ate com pla in t in  recent days 
has been the fa ilu re  o f the pa­
per to  a rrive  on schedule on cer­
ta in  occasions. This is being rem ­
edied and, no doubt, th is  w ill aid 
the branches in  system atizing 
the sale and c ircu la tio n  o f the 
paper.

Subscriptions in  the recent 
days have no t been too many. A  
to ta l o f 14 new subscriptions and 
13 renewals were secured w ith  
New Y o rk  C ity  securing 4 new 
subscriptions, San Francisco 4 
renewals, Boston 3 new subs and 
Chicago 3 renewals. The lis t fo l­
low s:

Re-
New newal

New Y o rk  C ity .. . . 4 1
San Francisco . . . 4
Boston .................. . 3 —

Chicago ................. . 1 3
St. Louis .............. . 2 —

P hiladelp ia .......... 2
M inneapolis .......... . 1 —
A llen tow n ............ . 1 —

Pasadena, Cal. . . . . 1 —

W ashington, D .C .. . 1 —
W estport .............. 1
W isco n s in .............. 1
Cleveland ..............

14

1

13
N ew ark is  m aking ve ry deter­

m ined e ffo rts  to  stab ilize  and in ­
crease its  c ircu la tio n . In  recent 
m onths m atte rs have im proved 
considerably, so th a t the N ew ark 
u n it was able to  increase its  bun­
dle and its  sales. N ew ark is  se ll­
ing  more papers now than ever 
before, b u t has to  solve o ther 
problem s, inc lud ing  an old debt, 
to  increase its  bundle s tifl fu r­
ther.

The various agents po in t ou t 
th a t i t  is  easier to  sell the So­
c ia lis t Appeal i f  there are stories 
o f local in te rest, such as those 
dealing w ith  trade union m at­
ters, fa c to ry  conditions, etc. This 
is  true , bu t fo r the S ocia list A p­
peal to  ca rry  such m ate ria l, i t  is 
necessary also fo r the local com­
rades to  subm it the stories.

New Haven, under the direc­
tio n  o f N ick  Lyons, is doing w e ll 
now in  the sale o f the S ocia list 
Appeal and is m aking special e f­
fo rts  to  obta in  subscriptions.

The H arvard  u n it a t Cam­
bridge, Massachusetts, has in ­
creased its  bundle order by an 
add itiona l five  copies and has 
been m aking determ ined e ffo rts 
to  secure subscriptions both fo r 
the S ocia list Appeal and The 
New In te rn a tio n a l.

W hile there have been a few  
sm all decreases in  bundle orders, 
they have been su ffic ien tly  com­
pensated fo r by s im ila r increases 
in  o ther loca lities. However, as 
pointed ou t frequen tly  in  th is  col­
um n, the branches have been 
qu ite  weak in  recent m onths in  
ob ta in ing  renew al subscriptions, 
as w e ll as new subscriptions, so 
u rg e n tly  needed in  order to  
m a in ta in  the S ocia list Appeal.

M oreover in  the past m onth, 
due to  va ry in g  reasons, m any o f 
the u n its  have fa ile d  to  m ain ta in  
th e ir paym ents on th e ir bundles, 
and, as a re su lt th e ir indebted­
ness to  the Business D epartm ent 
is  h igher than a t any previous 
period.

We are again p u b lic ly  advising 
these branches and agents th a t, 
unless paym ents are fo rthcom ing  
p rio r to  the next issue o f the 
Socialist; Appeal, they w ill be 
sent th e ir bundles C.O.D. Th is is 
im pera tive  in  order to  insure 
regu la r pub lication.

WORKERS’ FORUM

JERSEY S.W.P. 
POLLS STRONG 
ANTI-WAR VOTE

Cannon Fodder Hard 
To Get in Canada

(.Special to  the S oc ia lis t A p pe a l)
M O N TR EA L —  The w orkers o f 

th is  section o f Canada, as in  o th ­
e r sections, are no t ta k in g  to  the 
governm ents e ffo rts  to  w hip up 
w ar sentim ent.

R ecru iting  in  the French-Can- 
adian regim ents is proceeding a t 
a ve ry  slow  ra te . Even the in ­
ducement o f unusually good pay 
fo r soldiers, am ounting to  nearly 
$50 a m onth, fa ils  to  a ttra c t re­
c ru its  in  sizable numbers. Results 
in  o ther regim ents are no t much 
better.

On several occasions, in  movie 
houses, B ritis h  p a trio tic  news­
reel shots have been hissed a t in  
recent weeks. S tree t urchins jeer 
and rid icu le  companies o f soldiers 
as they m arch to  d r ill through 
the streets.

One b ig  m ercantile  establish­
m ent has adopted the po licy o f 
d ischarging its  young m ale em­
ployees to  “ a llow ”  them  to  jo in  
the arm y. I t  is genera lly believed 
th a t s im ila r measures and even 
conscription m ig h t have to  be re­
sorted to  in  order to  secure Can­
ada’s quota o f cannon-fodder.

Continued from  Page 1 
the votes o f the unemployed on 
the way.

Loewenthal, SWP candidate, 
pointed o u t: “ They have given 
us the choice o f h a lf p. lo a f o r 
none. I f  you vote no on the re f­
erendum, i t  means no money fo r 
re lie f. I f  you vote yes, i t  means 
you are vo ting  to  appropriate 
less than h a lf the money re ­
quired.”

The S ocia list W orkers P a rty  
supported the referendum , ca ll­
ing  on the w orkers to  vote yes 
on the measure and to  vote 
against both parties w hich had 
fa iled  to  provide an answer to  
the re lie f, and to  fo llo w  up the 
elections w ith  a mass action 
fig h t to  force through a real re­
lie f program  based on m aking 
the w ealthy parasites, the S ix ty  
Fam ilies, pay the costs.

Labor Leg is la tion  
S im ila rly  on v ita lly  needed la ­

bor leg is la tion . I t  was easy to  
show by. the record th a t ne ithe r 
p a rty  had moved a finge r to  do 
anyth ing  about the leg is la tio n  
called fo r by the trade unions o f 
the s ta te : decent wage-hour leg­

is la tion , a n ti - in ju n c tio n  b ill, a 
lit t le  W agner A c t, the abo lition  
o f sweat-shops and hom ework, 
etc.

The F ig h t A ga inst Jim -C row
The S ocia list W orkers P a rty  

paid p a rticu la r a tten tion  to  the 
problem  o f the fig h t against 
Jim -C row ism . A ga in  i t  used the 
record to  show th a t the boss 
parties were c ra fty  enough to  
p e rm it one o r tw o Negroes to  be 
elected on th e ir tic k e t to  the 
80 odd places in  the S tate Leg­
is la tu re . The record showed th a t 
s ix m ild  law s against d iscrim ina­
tio n  had been introduced by a 
Negro leg is la to r, F rank H ar­
grave o f Essex County, bu t th a t 
the Republican Leg isla tu re  had 
passed none o f them , and th a t 
the Dem ocrats co-operated com­
p le te ly  w ith  the GOP.

As the re su lt o f th is  fa ilu re  
to  answer any o f the rea l is ­
sues, the w orkers voted against 
both the boss parties by staying  
away from  the polls, ha rd ly 
more than h a lf the num ber vo t­
in g  th is  year th a t d id la s t year. 
The Republicans sw ept the elec­
tions again, even ga in ing  a few  
seats in  the Legisla ture, a l­
though the vote against th e ir 
m ain p lank, defeat o f the re lie f 
referendum , showed how much 
they were trusted.

A N T I-S O V IE T  P IC TU R E 
IS  CONDEM NED
D ear Comrade E d ito r,

I  am w ritin g  you to  te ll you 
about a movie I  saw la s t n igh t, 
N inotchka, w ith  the G reat G ar­
bo. The firs t tw en ty  m inutes cer­
ta in ly  were funny and fa s t mov­
ing, and the three Soviet trade 
envoys who go to  P aris to. sell 
confiscated je w e lry  were rea l life  
s tu ff. B u t when th e ir s traw  boss, 
N ino tchka (G arbo), gets to  P ar­
is to  see w ha t’s w rong every­
th in g  begins to  slow  up and 
leave a bad taste. A t the ra ilroad  
sta tion  the three Commies m is­
take a N azi fo r th e ir comrade, 
w hich is n 't funny because i t  is a 
d ir ty  crack a t socialism . A  m in­
ute la te r N ino tchka makes a fla t 
joke  about one o f S ta lin ’s g rea t­
est crim es, the mass tria ls , and 
says they le ft few er bu t be tte r 
Russians.

W hen N ino tchka  fa lls  in  love 
w ith  her p láy - boy enemy she 
goes from  one extrem e to  the 
other. She gets d runk in  a n ig h t 
club and w ants to  w in  over a ll 
the s tiff sh irts . I t  is  a s illy  spec­
tacle. L a te r she says, “ Bombs 
m ay fa ll and c iv iliz a tio n  m ay 
die, b u t I  w ant to  have a good 
tim e.”  This m ay be a ll r ig h t fo r 
bureaucrats, b u t i t ’s no t so good 
fo r those who are dyinng.

There are a few  funny scenes 
about stool pigeons and bad 
housing in  Russia, b u t in  the end 
H ollyw ood w ins and socialism  
loses. B e a u tifu l b u t poor g ir l

FIGHT AGAINST THE 
WAR;

W hat Your D o lla r Can Do
ONE D O LLA R  w ill d is trib u te  f if ty  free copies o f the Social­

is t Appeal o r—
P ut an Appeal salesman on an im po rtan t s tree t corner fo r 

a fu ll day.

F IV E  D O LLARS w ill d is trib u te  free 300 copies o f the Social­
is t Appeal o r—

P rovide an Appeal salesman fo r a week.

T E N  DO LLARS w ill subsidize a loca l organizer fo r a week.
Send you r con tribu tions to : N A T IO N A L  C AM PA IG N  

FU N D , S ocia list W orkers P a rty— 116 U n ive rs ity  P I., N .Y.C .

m arries rich  and good looking  
p lay-boy and they live  happ ily  
fo rever a fte r. I  don’t  th in k , com­
rade ed ito r, th a t poor people can 
appreciate th is  because they 
know  th a t as fa r  as they are 
concerned “ happy ending”  is  a 
lie , lik e  p rosperity.

J . P Y T LA K
New Y o rk

ANNOUNCEMENT

T H E A TE R  P A R TY  tendered by 
the F riends o f the Russian Op­
position B u lle tin . “ Chaver 
Nachm an,”  by I .  J . S inger, a 
Jew ish p lay based on the Rus­
sian R evolution, w ith  Joseph 
B en-A m i, Celia A d le r, and Lud­
w ig  Satz. A t the N a tiona l The­
a te r, 2nd Ave. a t Houston St., 

N .Y .C .,- on Tuesday evening, 
Dec. 12. T icke ts are available 
a t the N a tiona l Office, 116 
U n ive rs ity  PI. Get yours ea rly  
fo r choice seats.

Notice
Y. P. s. L.

M EM BER SH IP  M E E TIN G

Sunday, Nov. 26— 1 P.M. 

Irv in g  P laza G othic Room

A n n o u n c in g

t h e

jM L o d e rn  B o o k s h o p
27 U N IV E R S IT Y  P L A C E  

N E W  Y O R K , N . Y .
T e le p h o n e  G R a m e rc y  5 -0 9 1 7

N o w  O p e n  J oy B u s in e s s
*

F u l l  L in e  o f  B o o k s  on  L a b o r ,

P o li t ic s ,  E co n o m ic s
*

T h e  C e n te r  o f  P o l i t ic a l  P a m p h le ts  o f

a l l  shades o f  o p in io n
*

Drop in and browse around
L A T E S T  F IC T IO N

Lending Library Greeting Cards
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T h e  “ L A B O R  W I T H  A  W H I T E  S K I N  C A N -

lJ it  '! J Q /  n o t  e m a n c i p a t e  i t s e l f  w h e r e

L A B O R  W I T H  A  B L A C K  S K I N  IS  
B R A N D E D ”  — K A R L  M A R X .

N E G R O  Q U E S T IO N
By J. R. inHKKDKI

Hands O ff the 
Trade Unions, 
Mr. Roosevelt

Negroes in Steel (Continued)
L e t us continue w ith  our exam ination o f the N egro in  the steel 

industry , as portrayed by Cayton and M itche ll in  th e ir book, B lack 
W orkers and the New Unions.

The Am algam ated A ssociation o f Iro n  and Steel W orkers fo r 
years did p ra c tica lly  noth ing to  organize the Negroes—o r fo r th a t 
m a tte r, anybody else. The union o ffic ia ls passed resolutions and ta lk ­
ed about accepting Negro w orkers as w e ll as w hites, b u t they did 
no th ing  to  b rin g  numbers o f Negroes in to  the union, even a fte r the 
passage o f the N a tiona l In d u s tria l R elations A ct. The union con­
tinued its  po licy o f equa lity in  words and segregation in  action.

B u t among the new unions form ed a fte r the N R A , there was a 
new s p irit, and officers and members w ent a fte r Negroes, recogniZ' 
ing  th a t w ith o u t them  i t  was im possible to  w in  v ic to ries against the 
bosses. W herever the proportion  o f Negroes in  the p la n f was large 
the w orkers made a determ ined drive . A n  in te rv iew  w ith  a w orker 
in  M cKeesport, Penna., shows in  a few  words the role o f the Negro 
in  steel:

“ Negroes m ust bo organized here i f  the union is  to  have any 
show a t a ll; i t  w ould be im possible to  ignore them  com pletely 
because o f th e ir g rea t numbers, especially since d ifficu ltie s  have 
been experienced In  b rin g in g  in  the  h igh ly  sk illed  Am erican 
w orkers.”

Riveting War Chains on Labor

The CIO and the Third Term

Outstretched Hand Not Enough
B u t the N egro has behind h im  three hundred years o f deception 

and exp lo ita tion  by w hites. M any w hites m ake the m istake o f th in k ­
ing  th a t as soon as they go w ith  an outstretched hand to  the Negro 
he w ill fo rg e t everyth ing  and accept it .  I t  is no t so easy. M any o f 
the w h ite  w orkers found th a t they had to  m ake a special e ffo rt to  
get Negroes in. One o f the m ost frequent methods adopted was to  
ge t Negro speakers to  address m eetings. A nd certa in  lodges elected 
Negroes to  offices in  the unions, so as to  give p ra c tica l p roo f th a t 
the equa lity o f w hich they spoke was more than verbal b a it fo r  the 
Negroes. In  Homestead, Penna., the financ ia l secretary o f S p irit o f 
1892 Lodge No. 172 te lls  o f the g rea t success th a t fo llow s the elec­
tio n  o f Negroes to  o ffice :'

. . Then the rest o f them  came In  droves. They are a clan­
nish bunch, passing w ord o f a ll such developments around 
among themselves. Each man b rings his friends, and the next 
m eeting the frie n d  b rings o ther friends, u n til enormous num ­
bers o f them  attend in  force.”

The tw o areas where m ost Negroes filed  in to  the union were 
P ittsbu rgh  and B irm ingham , one in  the heart o f the in d u s tria l d is­
tr ic t o f the N ortheast and the o the r in  the backward South. This 
shows us once more a lesson th a t we m ust never fo rg e t, th a t in  the 
la s t analysis i t  is  economic re la tions w hich are decisive in  po litics .

No Racial Question in Profits
The economic re la tio n  is  decisive in  po litics . The ca p ita lis t does 

no t a llow  race prejudice to  in te rru p t h is po rflts . W hen union a c tiv i­
ties became threatening, the owners in  one fa c to ry  trie d  a novel w ay 
o f s p littin g  the w orkers. P reviously Negroes were no t allowed to  
w o rk  the open hearth  o r as firs t helpers, bu t were kep t as second o r 
th ird  helpers. To divide the w o rk ing  class, the company prom oted 
several Negroes to  firs t helpers, the m ost a ris to c ra tic , sk illed , and 
w e ll paid job  in  the whole m ill. T h is had a double effect. Those 
Negroes who go t the job  w ould have noth ing  w hatever to  do w ith  
the union. A nd the o ther Negroes in  the shop fe lt th a t a t la s t prom o­
tio n  was open to  them  and they therefore became m uch cooler to  
union organization.

The w h ite  w orkers were now paying fo r  th e ir previous neglect 
o f and d iscrim ina tion  against the Negroes. We shall see m ore o f th is  
in  the fu tu re . B u t in  any serious com petition, on a la rge  scale, be­
tween the w orkers and the bosses, the grea t m a jo rity  o f Negro 
w orkers—99 percent o f them —w ill fin d  th e ir places beside th e ir 
w h ite  brothers; Econom ic re lations, though no t the whole s to ry , are 
the m ost im p o rta n t p a rt o f the s to ry.

M any o f the Negro w orkers are sym pathetic to  the union. They 
know  th a t they w ill ge t lit t le  from  the company, b u t w hat they fea r 
is th a t in  the event o f a closed shop the w h ite  w orkers m ig h t dis­
crim ina te  against them . Th is has happened in  m any unions and 
noth ing bu t the m ost v ig ila n t honesty and fa ir  p lay on the p a rt o f 
the w h ite  w orkers can break down th is  ju s tifie d  d is tru s t. Y e t despite 
these d ifficu ltie s , the unions were able to  a ttra c t and to  hold 
Negroes.

Equality Begins Among Workers
A n im p o rta n t p a rt o f th is  w o rk  is  the election o f N egro officers. 

In  nearly every im p o rta n t lodge in  the P ittsb u rg h  area th is  has 
taken place. F irs t o f a ll the lodges began by e lecting  Negroes to  
office s im p ly in  order to  a ttra c t o ther Negroes. La te r, as more 
Negroes came in to  the union, these voted fo r add itiona l colored 
officers. And fin a lly  a ll the w orkers, w h ite  and black, recognized the 
capabilities o f ce rta in  among the Negro o ffic ia ls  and voted fo r them  
w ith o u t regard fo r the color o f th e ir skin . In  C la irton , Penna., fo r 
instance, according to  an in te rv iew ,

“There were m ore colored than w h ite  elected to  office. Here 
In  C la irton  there are about ten w hites to  one colored person. 
When the nom ination came o ff, they nom inated whom they 
wanted. We w anted to  p u t up as m any Negroes as we could.
We voted by secret ba llo t. They had a colored man and a w h ite  
man w atch ing  the b a llo t box. S ix colored were nom inated and 
o f these, fo u r were elected. M r. M . was elected corresponding 
representative, J.E . financia l secretary, M .R. trustee, and J.R. 
another trustee .”

W hen the Negro sees th a t he can m ake his influence fe lt and 
can elect some o f h is race to  office, he can more easily tu rn  his back 
on the bosses. I t  is  in  th is  w ay th a t the grea t b a ttle  fo r equa lity  no t 
only on the economic bu t on the p o litic a l and social fie ld  w ill be won. 

The Homestead, Penna., lodge, according to  one o f its  officers,
“ . . . held a couple o f bingo games and a dance, a ll o f w hich 

Negroes attended in  force w ith  th e ir ladies. A t the  dance, held 
in  the low er section o f the c ity  near the N egro d is tric t, there 
were no restric tions. Dancing was m ixed ra c ia lly  and sexually, 
w hites w ith  N egro partners. I  danced w ith  a N egro g ir l m yself. 
Negroes enjoyed themselves Im mensely and there was no k icks  
from  the w hites. This lodge w ill soon have a p icn ic w hich w ill 
also be m ixed.”

There are m any such successful attem pts, despite some fa ilu res. 
This a ttem p t o f the w orkers to  ge t together, n a tu ra lly  suffers 

from  the- tremendous pressure to  w hich they are subjected by the 
race prejudices o f a bourgeois society. B u t i t  is heré th a t the b a ttle  
fo r rac ia l equa lity  m ust be fough t, and i t  is  here th a t i t  can be 
won. N o t in  dances in  Greenwich V illage , o r by bourgeois hosts and 
hostesses who in v ite  in te llig e n t Negroes to  th e ir houses fo r d inner 
in  order to  show th a t they are enlightened and above the vu lga r 
prejudices o f ca p ita lis t society. Some o f these people mean w e ll; 
some of them  do not. B u t th e ir a c tiv itie s , th e ir pa rties and lunches, 
are a mere drop in  the ocean. They are no t im portan t. B lack and 
w h ite  w orkers s tru g g lin g  together fo r socialism  w ill b rin g  equality, 
and no th ing  else w ill.

Socialist Appeal
116 U niversity Place 
New Y ork C ity.

I  would like to get better acquainted w ith your paper, 
the Socialist Appeal. Please send me sample captes for 
the next few  weeks.

Nam e ..............................................................................................

Address ..........................................................................................

« M y ' ..............................................................................................

(C ontinued fro m  Page 1)

p«jt Dome) Daugherty used it  to secure the injunction which 
smashed the railway shopmen’s strike o f 1922. Every weak- 
kneed liberal, in Congress and in the legal profession, ad­
mits that the Sherman A ct’s use against labor is a flagrant 
anti-labor weapon.
Sherman Act Dragged Out Again

One sure sign o f the growth o f reaction is the reappear­
ance o f the Sherman Act as an active weapon against labor. 
That sign came in A p ril o f this year— the Apex hosiery 
case— when a Federal judge fined the hosiery workers un­
ion three-quarters o f a m illion dollars under this law fo r a 
sit-down strike. And since then, an even surer sign, has 
been the return to this weapon by the government itself—  
unprecedented since Daugherty used it against the railway 
shopmen in 1922.

The ’’five types o f union activity”  which the Department 
o f Justice letter outlaws under the Sherman Act read as i f  
they were very specific and, on their face, unjustifiable un­
ion practices— until we examine them and discover that 
they are in reality blanket rules being established against 
labor.

Take one o f these “ types,’ jurisdictional strikes. To make 
it sound good, Arnold ’s letter points out that the A F L  has 
condemned jurisdictional strikes. I t  is true that the A F L  
has moved to put an end to the jurisdictional strikes be­
tween building trades unions, and every progressive union­
ist is opposed to such conflicts between bona-fide unions.

But many a time an anti-labor employer, unable to fight a 
union head-on, resorts to the device o f evading the union’s 
demands by forcing the workers into a fake or impotent 
union. Sometimes CIO  or A F L  officials help bosses put 
this over. We have only to recall the notorious examples o f 
the A F L  giving a charter to the “ blue card”  company union 
in the tri-state lead fields, so that thereafter the unionization 
fight o f the C IO  smelter workers was, formally, a jurisdic­
tional strike against the A F L  “ union” ; or when the A F L  
chartered Oganic’s“  Progressive Miners”  to fight the United 
Mine Workers. A  particularly flagrant example o f the CIO 
descending to this level is a C IO  Stalinist-controlled “ oil 
workers”  local in Minneapolis and St. Paul, which w ill 
work w ith any boss against the legitimate locals in the 
field, affiliated to the Teamsters’ Union.

Under the ruling o f the Department o f Justice, any time 
any stooge local connives with a boss to prevent real union­
ization, the real union, i f  it  fights back, is liable to prosecu­
tion under the Sherman Act. So much for one o f the speci­
fic “ types o f union activity”  outlawed by the Department 
o f Justice. We could similarly analyze the other four to 
show that they are equally vicious.

The Aim Is Wage Cuts
But that isn’t all. In  addition to the five specific exam­

ples, the Department o f Justice makes two blanket prohibi­
tions. Unions, it  declares, “ may not act as a private police 
force to perpetuate unnecessarily costly and uneconomic 
practices in the housing industry.”  And, furthermore, “ pre­
venting improved methods o f prodution”  is another “ labor 
activity which goes beyond any legitimate labor purpose.”  

Just what Thurman Arnold means in outlawing “ unnec­
essarily costly and uneconomic practices in the housing in­
dustry”  w ill be understood i f  we recall what this same As­
sistant Attorney General told the Temporary National Eco­
nomic Committee on July 7 in a speech announcing that the 
Department o f Justice was shortly to investigate the con­
struction industry.

I t  was a tirade against the labor unions in the construc­
tion industry. Tucked away in it  was one paragraph which 
admitted that “ unlawful restraints”  (by labor) are not the 
only sources o f high construction mosts. “ Credit facilities 
offer one o f the outstanding means o f reducing ultimate 
costs. Land values are often high. Remedies . . . however 
[ fo r  these ills ] are not w ith in the scope o f this report.”  
And having thus dismissed the real 'reasons for high costs 
o f housing, Arnold went after the labor movement:

“ We can say to labor, ‘You can get the same thing 
the heavy industries are getting: a greater annual in ­
come, based on having more work to do during the 

* year, w ithout need to stretch the hours o f work and the 
rate o f pay on each particular job ." (N .Y . Times, July 
8, 1939)
Surrender your union wage rates and submit to  a speed­

up, in return fo r an unguaranteed— and unguaranteeable—  
promise o f more work per year— this is the Department of 
Justice’s openly avowed program fo r the construction in­
dustry, backed up by the G-men, frameup trials and the 
Sherman A nti-T rust Act. That’s what Arnold now means 
by outlawing “ unnecessarily costly and uneconomic prac­
tices in the construction industry.”

G-Men Supplement Sherman Act
N or is this all. The Sherman Act, even by the most d iffi­

cult stretching, is an insufficient basis fo r all the prosecu­
tions which the Department o f Justice is now conducting 
against the labor movement.

The F B I has just railroaded convictions against seven 
teamsters’ union leaders o f Des Moines, Sioux City and 
Omaha. The original charge was one fo r the local police 
courts: that fifteen months previously a truck had been al­
legedly damaged during a Sioux City bakery strike. As a 
matter o f fact, the charge was forgotten as soon as the 
minor strike was settled. But the Sioux City local was part 
o f that magnificent North Central Area Drivers’ Council 
which is the brightest spot in the American labor movement 
today, having brought a twelve-state area under a uniform 
contract fo r 350,000 over-road drivers and helpers. So 
that forgotten police court case was picked up by the G-

By GEORGE C LAR KE
The New Y ork and New Jersey 

S tate CIO conventions m eeting 
la s t weekend adopted unanimous 
resolutions fa vo rin g  a th ird  term  
fo r P resident Roosevelt. E xa c tly  
one m onth was required fo r the 
top CIO leadership to  c la rify  its  
non-com m itta l position a t the 
Saui FrancisCo convention and to  
jum p on the Roosevelt bandwag­
on in  double-quick tim e.

There is lit t le  doubt th a t an 
a ttitu d e  o f open h o s tility  on the 
p a rt o f John L . Lew is to  the 
th ird -te rm  cam paign w ould have 
made the passing o f these resolu­
tions a t the sta te  conventions d if­
fic u lt i f  no t impossible. W hat hap­
pened in  the m onth to  g ive Lew is 
a change o f hea rt is  no t known. 
The deal th a t Lew is made w ith  
Roosevelt—tra d in g  CIO support 
to the president in  re tu rn  fo r 
m iserly concessions in  w ar-tim e?  
—has rem ained the p roperty  o f 
secret conferences. A ll we know 
is th a t in  the disagreem ent in  
CIO top circles on the th ird -te rm , 
H illm an ’s po in t o f view  appears 
to have prevailed.

W hatever happened in  the se­
c re t conclaves w ith  Roosevelt—  
ce rta in ly  no th ing o f benefit to  the 
labor movement—there is  no t the 
s ligh tes t p lausible reason fo r the 
trade unions to  back Roosevelt in  
194. This is said e n tire ly  aside 
from  the general p ro p o s itio n 'th a t 
lab o r com m its h a ra -k iri every 
tim e  i t  supports a ca p ita lis t can 
didate. S pecifically, Roosevelt’s 
record in  the past year has been 
v ic iously  an ti-labor.

Roosevelt’s W PA adm in is tra tion  
fire d  the W PA s trike rs  fo r re ­
m ain ing aw ay from  w o rk  five  
dajys. In  M inneapolis, where a 
pow erfu l labor m ovem ent s ty ­
mied such qu ick strikebreaking , 
the G-men were turned loose on 
the w orkers aS agent provoca­
teurs. The fram eup tr ia ls  and 
convictions o f W PA w orkers in  
th a t c ity  on the charge o f “ con­
sp iracy”  is the d ire c t w o rk  o f 
Roosevelt’s D epartm ent o f Jus­
tice . The vicious onslaught now 
being carried  on by the G-men 
against the team sters movement 
o f the M idw est is p a rt and par­
cel o f Roosevelt’s a n ti - labor 
drive, as are the D epartm ent o f 
Justice ’s prosecutions o f bu ild ing  
trades unions th roughou t the 
country.

In  the same period the person­
nel o f the N a tiona l Labor Rela­
tions Board was transform ed to 
meet the demands o f the N a tion ­
a l M anufacturers Ass’n and the 
Chamber o f Commerce. So u t­
te rly  hostile  to  labor’s in terests 
is  th is  new Labor Board th a t 
the CIO na tiona l convention ad­
vised its  a ffilia tes  to  go before 
the labor board as lit t le  as pos­
sible. I t  was Roosevelt who en­
gineered th is  change in  the labor 
board.

the M -D ay d ic ta to rsh ip  plans o f 
the Roosevelt adm in is tra tion .

ROOSEVELT A TTAC KS 
TH E  LABO R  M O VEM EN T

The heaviest blows the labor 
m ovem ent received in  the  past 
year came fro m  W ashington. In  
a single shove, a m illio n  w orkers 
were flung  o ff the W PA ro lls  a t 
the command o f Roosevelt. In  
his own w ords: “ We m ust and 
shall fin ish  w ith  th is  business o f 
re lie f.”  W ith  h is blessing, the 
W oodrum B ill drove an axe in to  
a ll W PA standards by equalizing 
the d iffe re n tia l between N o rth  
and South, and slashed a t union 
wage standards by increasing the 
m onth ly hours to  130 a t the same 
ra te  o f pay. I t  was a gentle h in t 
to  p riva te  in d u s tria lis ts  to  chop 
down the wage scales o f sk illed  
w orkers.

When a h a lf a m illio n  w orkers 
rose in  s trik e  action throughout 
the country against the s ta rva ­
tion , union-busting decree, F rank 
M urphy, Roosevelt’s A tto rn e y  
General, made the H itle rite  p ro­
nouncem ent: “ You can’t  s trike  
against the governm ent!”

When they d id  nevertheless 
s trik e  against the governm ent,

ROOSEVELT PREPARES FOR 
D IC TATO R SH IP  OVER LABO R

Side by side w ith  these overt 
actions against labor came meas­
ures more subtle b u t even more 
in im ica l to  the trade unions. B il­
lions o f do lla rs were appropriated 
fo r the super - arm am ents pro­
gram  fo r A m erica ’s im p e ria lis t 
in te rven tion  in  the w ar. Roose­
v e lt’s W ar D epartm ent s ta ff 
worked ou t the la s t de ta ils fo r 
the m ilita ry  s tra it-ja c k e t to  be 
tightened around the unions when 
he openly enters the w ar. In  the 
com m anding position o f the M - 
D ay d ic ta to rsh ip  over labo r were 
seated its  w o rst enemies, appoint­
ed by Roosevelt: three lieutenants 
o f the firm  o f J. P. M organ and 
the fo u rth  a scion o f another o f 
the S ix ty  Fam ilies.

In  face o f Roosevelt’s record, 
the support tendered him  by the 
New Y o rk  and New Jersey CIO 
bodies can be characterized as a 
m onstrous be traya l o f the in te r­
ests o f labor, callous and scorn­
fu l in  its  d isregard o f the rank 
and file  w orkers o f the CIO un­
ions. The leadership o f the CIO 
is  rive tin g  the chains o f a reac­
tio n a ry  W ar Deal adm in is tra tion  
around the ankles o f the w orkers. 
A nd by th is  fa c t, i t  is in  advance 
com m itting  the  A m erican unions 
to  supporting W a ll S tree t’s im ­
p e ria lis t w ar. B y th is  action, the 
CIO leaders become a pa rtne r to

men, who put any amount o f money and men over a fifteen- 
month period into cooking up a frameup against seven o f 
the teamsters’ union leaders.

N or could the Sherman Act, w ith any amount o f stretch­
ing, cover the dirtiest job o f all which the G-men are now 
carrying out— in Minneapolis. As part o f the nation-wide 
strike o f W P A  workers, the Minneapolis labor movement 
called out the projects. Because the Minneapolis A F L  un­
ions are progressive enough to understand the need fo r 
unity between employed and unemployed, and the unem­
ployed and W P A  workers there were a recognized section 
of the union movement, the W P A  strike there was more 
effective than elsewhere. In  addition, the Minneapolis labor 
movement has been in the vanguard o f labor’s advances 
since 1934 and its m ilitant policies have inspired successful 
union campaign? throughout the country.

For all these “ crimes”  the G-men were dispatched to 
Minneapolis. During the W P A  strike they disguised them­
selves as strikers and went on the picket lines— what d irty  
work they did there is yet to be unearthed, but it  is clear 
they performed the malodorous role o f agents-provocateurs.

Then they worked fo r months cooking up a case against 
the strikers. They have so far succeeded in railroading con­
victions against eight defendants; the th ird  tria l, involving 
25 W P A  workers, is now on, and a total o f 150 have been 
indicted.

In  the Minneapolis persecutions, the F B I stands revealed 
in all its foul viciousness. For here they are not dealing w ith 
those non-existent figures, the “ well-paid”  aristocrats o f 
the building trades, but w ith half-starved W P A  and unem­
ployed workers. There’s the W ar Deal o f the Roosevelt 
government in all its nasty nakedness 1

During the F irst W orld W ar and the post-war years, the 
F B I was an anti-labor political police', carrying out the 
Palmer Red Raids, systematic strike-breaking and snoop­
ing against the unions. A ll that was done away w ith after 
1924, under Attorney General Harlan Stone— or so they 
said. Labor was given a solemn promise that the F B I would 
not be employed on prosecutions against the labor move­
ment.

That promise, it  is now as plain as day, has been broken. 
The F B I, as Brother Smith o f the Omaha Drivers has put 
it, is being turned into an anti-labor political police.

The first step in fighting this development is fo r organ­
ized labor to understand that this development has occurred. 
The facts outlined abov.e must be tirelessly explained over 
and over again in every union hall in the country, in every 
union paper. When organized labor realizes what has hap­
pened, the ways and means o f smashing the government’s 
union-busting campaign w ill be easy enough to  work out 
and carry through.

S TA LIN IS TS  M E E T ISSUE 
FA C IN G  BO TH W AYS

The resolutions fo r the th ird  
term  a t the New Y o rk  and New 
Jersey conventions were adopted 
unanim ously. The Jersey resolu­
tion  was made unanim ous a fte r a 
vote o f 96-66 ca rried  it .  These 
unanim ous votes included the del­
egates from  the S ta lin is t-co n tro l­
led unions. Have the S ta lin is t 
trade union o ffic ia ls bucked the 
p a rty  line  o f opposition to  Roose­
ve lt, la id  down by E a rl B row der 
in  h is Boston speech? Brow der 
said in  th a t speech:

"The P resident and his A dm in­
is tra tio n  succumb more and more 
every day to  the greed fo r  p ro fits  
by A m erican m onopoly cap ita l, 
and makes use o f its  fo rm e r pres­
tig e  among the masses to  secure 
th e ir acceptance o f the program  
o f W a ll S tree t.”

T ha t the president fed “ the 
greed fo r p ro fits  by A m erican 
m onopoly ca p ita l”  since the day 
he took office—B row der cannot 
say. O nly yesterday, as everyone 
recalls, the P resident was s till 
the W hite  Hope o f B row der and 
Co. B row der no longer backs 
Roosevelt on ly  because Roose 
v e lt’s. fo re ign  po licy is  no longer 
consistent w ith  S ta lin ’s fo re ign  
policy. Hence the decree to  the 
p a rty  members and a ll its  trade 
unionists to  go In to  opposition 

In  the New Y ork CIO Conven 
tion, M ichael Q u ill o f the Trans' 
p o rt U nion and Irv in g  Potash o f 
the F u r W orkers, as w e ll as o ther 
S ta lin is ts , voted fo r  the T h ird  
Term  resolution. In  New Jersey 
66 delegates, m ost o f them  S ta l­
in is ts , a t firs t voted against the 
T h ird  Term  resolution. H ow  is 
th is  to  be explained? C onfronted 
w ith  the acid te s t o f go ing in to  
o u trig h t opposition to  Lewis, 
H illm a n  and the Roosevelt ad­
m in is tra tio n , Q u ill and Potash 
backed down. They had too much 
to  lose by fu lly  supporting  the po' 
s itio n  o f the K re m lin  bureaucra­
cy. In  New Jersey, on the o ther 
hand, second line  union bureau­
cra ts could m ake the  gesture o f 
opposition—and then jo in  in  the 
unanimous vote— w ithou t' fac ing  
the consequences th a t w ould be 
in  store fo r top  leaders lik e  Q u ill 
and Potash a t the hands o f Lew is.

S T A L IN IS T  SPEECHES SHOW 
PAR TY  L IN E  HYPOCRISY

The speeches o f Q u ill and P o t 
ash, q u a lify in g  th e ir support o f 
Roosevelt are perfect examples 
o f how spurious and hypocritica l 
is the new “ rad ica l”  line  o f the 
S ta lin is ts .

“ We believe," said Q u ill, " th a t 
endorsing a th ird  te rm  a t th is  
tim e  is  correct. B u t we are deal­
in g  w ith  the P resident’s record 
on ly up u n til now. F rom  now  on 
labor has no rig h t Ito p red ict 
w hat the P resident w ill do. And 
w h ile  we now adopt th is  resolu­
tio n  and support h im , we rem ind 
and w arn  the en tire  labo r move­
m ent th a t i t  should look ou t and 
see th a t P resident Roosevelt and

any o ffic ia l o f the A m erican gov­
ernm ent should never a tte m p t to  
d rive  the A m erican people in to  
w ar. We are against w a r.”  Potash 
spoke in  a s im ila r vein.

H ow  can . anyone say he is  
against w ar, and support the 
“president’s record on ly up u n til 
now” ? “ Up u n til now”  the presi­
dent has made his biggest strides 
tow ards p lunging  the  US in to  the 
w ar. “ U p u n til now”  a five  b il­
lio n  d o lla r arm am ent program  
has been passed. “ Up u n til now”  
the U n ited  S tates has been tu rn ­
ed in to  an a rm ory fo r the A llie s  
under the new N e u tra lity  Law . 
U p u n til now”  the president’s 

pub lic declarations on the w ar 
have been ind istingu ishable  from  
those o f the belligerents. “U p un­
t i l  now " the P resident has used 
the D epartm ent o f Justice and 
the F B I as a p o litic a l police to  
fram e up and smash the labo r 
movement. “ U p u n til now”  the 
P resident has taken alm ost every 
step in  the w a r game b u t the ac­
tu a l declaration o f w ar.

T ha t Q u ill and Potash, who 
have been accomplices in  every 
step in  the preparation o f w ar, 
w ill ba lk a t the fin a l step, the 
declaration o f w ar, is a fa iry  ta le  
to  deceive lit t le  children. B u t th a t 
they were able to  support Roose­
ve lt “ up u n til now”  is  ju s t anoth­
er w ay o f expressing the S ta lin ­
is t lin e : so long as Roosevelt and 
S ta lin  were in  the same w ar 
camp, the “ president’s record”  
was good enough; b u t now  th a t 
S ta lin  has jum ped in to  the H itle r 
camp, we m ust “ be v ig ila n t and 
w atch everybody from  W ashing­
ton  down . . . ”  as Potash p u t it .

I t ' isn ’t  exactly  consistent to  
ca ll Roosevelt an agent o f “ mo­
nopoly ca p ita l," to  urge d is tru s t 
and “ v ig ilance”  on the one hand, 
and on the o the r support h im  fo r 
a th ird  te rm . I t  isn ’t  consistent, 
indeed, because the S ta lin is t po l­
ic y  is  a fake  fro m  beginning to  
end. T ha t’s w hy there is  no t one 
w ord o f c ritic is m  o f Q u ill and 
Potash in  the D a lly  W orker. The 
S ta lin is ts  are n o t m ob iliz ing  the 
masses against Roosevelts w ar 
p o licy ; they are m erely try in g  to  
frig h te n  Roosevelt in to  com ing to  
term s w ith  the H itle r-S ta lin  w ar 
camp. The S ta lin is t opposition to  
Roosevelt is  ju s t as fra u d u le n t as 

the Lew is-H illm an  defense o f 
the W orkers against Roosevelt.

•  *  *

The C IO  organizing d rive  tw o 
and three years ago became a 
crusade o f effective s trik e  move­
m ents on ly because the  w orkers, 
the th ird  camp, seized the handle 
o f o p p o rtu n ity  in  th e ir own 
hands.

The C IO  today needs a th ird  
camp again. Th is tim e  to  beat 
back the w ar-m ongering Lew is- 
H illm a n  supporters o f w ar-m ong­
e r Roosevelt and the S ta lin is t 
w a r - m ongering supporters o f 
w ar-m ongers H itle r-S ta lin .

A  th ird  camp o f the ra n k  and 
file  fro m  the shops and facto ries 
against the w a r and against cap­
ita lis t reaction a t home! T ha t is 
the need o f the hour.

M a rx is m  In  O u r  T im e s
by Leon Trotsky
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the fundamental principles o f Marxism  in the light o f 
modern day events. A n  entire section is devoted to the 
newer reformist movements, especially the Rooseveit 
“ New Deal.”  Also examines the perspectives o f the 
American and International labor and revolutionary 
movement.

This book, PR IC ED  A T  $1.00 by the publishers, 
Longmans-Green Co.,
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FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A  job and a decent living for every worker.
2. Open the idle factories— operate them under 

workers’ control

You want to get rid  o f them— you and your 
kind, M r. Young. You see trouble ahead, so you 
want to intoxicate their minds w ith martial mus­
ic and then herd them into the trenches to  be 
shot to pieces fo r the bloody gain o f your gang 
o f parasites. Then they w ill be out o f the way. 
Dead men make no trouble, eh, M r. Young?

But you are mistaken. The youth o f this coun­
try  is “ wise”  to your schemes. A ll they need is 
organization to make tBat knowledge effective. 
Then there really w ill be a “ d r if t  into war,”  M r. 
Young. But it  won’t be the kind of war you 
want. I t  w ill be a war—

to tear the billions your congress is spending 
fo r battleships out o f your hands and give to the 
youth jobs building homes and schools,

to tear the billions you and the S ixty families 
have stolen from  the people out o f your hands 
and make this country a paradise o f opportunity, 
well-being and security fo r those who toil.

And, M r. Young, in that war it  won’t be Ger­
man, Russian or French workers who are in the 
opposite trenches.

3. A  Twenty-Billion dollar Federal public work» 
and housing program.

4. T h irty -th irty—^30-weekly minimum wage— 30- 
hour weekly maximum for a ll workers on all job».

5. Th irty  dollar weekly old-age and disability 
pension.

6. Expropriate the Sixty Famlliee.
7. A ll w ar funds to the unemployed.
8. A  people’s referendum on any and all wars.
9. No secret diplomacy.

10. An independent Labor Party.
11. Workers’ Defense Guards against vigilante and 

Fascist attacks.
12. F u ll social, political and economic equality for 

the Negro people.

One Frameup Flops
More than two years ago, amid a fanfare o f 

nasty publicity, D istrict Attorney Thomas E. 
Dewey o f New Y ork seized the books o f Local 3 
o f the International Brotherhood o f Electrical 
Workers. That was big news in the capitalist 
press.

On Monday Dewey returned the books. H is 
staff had worked its head off without being able 
to find even a. peg on which to hang a frameup. 
Dewey wouldn’t  comment on the return o f the 
books, and the capitalist press didn’t think it  
was news.

Dewey’s move against the union was, how­
ever, handicapped by the fact that the funds and 
staff he has at his disposal are relatively limited. 
He must envy Attorney General Murphy who, 
w ith  the authority o f the Federal government, 
the funds o f the Department o f ‘Justice and the 
staff o f the F B I, can cook up a case out o f noth­
ing at all. The day o f the local union buster is 
about over. The United States Government has 
taken over this d irty  work.

Too Young To Die
“ The continued pressure o f unemployment on 

youth, in the midst o f a war boom ,w ill add to 
the degree o f d riftin g  into active participation in 
the war” — declares Owen D. Young’s “ Am eri­
can Youth Commission.”

W hy?
Do the youth between the ages o f 20 and 24—  

who constitute the largest group o f the nation’s 
unemployed, according to the commission’s find­
ings— want to water the trenches w ith their 
young blood?

Do the youth— 80 percent o f whom, according 
to a recent Y M C A  poll o f New Y ork City, are 
skeptical o f specialization or ability as an assur­
ance o f a job— want to leave their bodies and 
limbs under little  white crosses on some “ Flan­
ders field” ?

N ot on your life  !
The youth want jobs. The youth want a m in i­

mum of security, a chance— in this “ great land 
o f opportunity” — to extract just a little  comfort 
and happiness out o f this world. Jobs, not brom­
ides, about “ vocational guidance,”  M r. Young, 
(that was the only recommendation o f the com­
mission).

The youth o f this country, together w ith  the 
rest o f the unemployed, w ill get this security, 
M r. Young. Even i f  they have to wrest it  out o f 
the crooked fortunes o f the 60 families, to which 
you belong !

That’s why you see “ a d r if t  into active par­
ticipation in the war,”  M r. Young. American 
youth are pounding the pavements but they find 
no jobs. Trained as engineers, mechanics, crafts­
men, they are rejected and told to starve.

They see your bankruptcy. Starvation in the 
midst o f plenty. No jobs in the “ midst o f the war 
boom.”  They see your kin marrying degenerate 
dukes and counts, squandering millions like 
drunken sailors. They know that you rule this 
country, that you have brought it  to  the brink o f 
disaster.

W illi Changes Bosses
Maybe you don’t know it, but the Anglo- 

French war camp is fighting for only one th ing : 
“ a federated Europe.”  Don’t look so puzzled. I t ’s 
all there in black and white. In  what document o f 
the Allied governments? In  none. But you can 
read all about it in the Nov. 18 issue o f the New 
Leader, Social Democratic Federation weekly.

W illi Schlamm, the author o f the article in 
question, has peculiar g ifts and a specialized 
training fo r w riting  in this vein o f politics. He 
learned his business in the famous establishment 
o f journalists conducted by W illi Muenzenberg, 
the publishing impresario o f the German Stalin­
ist movement. There W illi Schlamm learned how 
to make black into white and vice-versa. H is em­
ployer was generous and that inspired W illi 
Schlamm to some great flights of fancy. But a 
sad day came when (thanks to what the W illi 
Schlamms taught the workers) H itle r came to 
power and all the W illis  fled as the workers 
could not do.

In  the emigration W illi— both Schlamm and 
Muenzenberg— discovered that Stalinism is un­
ethical. W illi M . went into another line o f busi­
ness in Europe and W illi S. came to New Y ork 
and made connections w ith the Jewish Daily For­
ward-New Leader establishment.

From this brief sketch o f W illi Schlamm’s 
background, it  is obvious that he is just the man 
to write fo r the New Leader. A  very skillfu l 
marl} indeed. He quotes a flunkey o f the British 
M in istry o f Information (i.e., Propaganda), a 
ceremonial speech by the French president, a re­
mark o f Winston Churchill, another by British 
Ambassador Lord Lothian— all o f it  the usual 
clap-trap o f war-time speeches. (W illi does N O T 
quote the one official declaration on war aims—  
that by Lord Halifax, and w ith good reason! 
For it  doesn’t say what he wants to convey.) 
Then he applies to these vagrant remarks the “ no 
accident”  formula which he learned in Muenzen- 
berg’s school. “ That all this occurred on the same 
day, and November 11 at that, is no coincidence, 
but evidence o f a deliberated common action.”  
That provides the necessary transition mechan­
ism to conclude: “ I t  is impossible to deny that 
the Allied war aims as they now are stated cor­
respond exactly w ith the aims o f decent people 
throughout the world.”

A fte r due consideration we have come to the 
conclusion that it  is still possible for decent peo­
ple to deny what W illi Schlamm asserts. We o f­
fer other matters, however, which are impossible 
to deny. I t  is impossible to deny that W illi 
Schlamm is one o f that foul coterie o f perman 
labor fakers who, having led the German work­
ing class to yield to H itle r without striking a 
blow, now propose to go back to their pie-cards 
behind British bayonets. I t  is impossible to deny 
that these democrats are every whit as corrupt 
as their Stalinist competitors. I t  is impossible to 
deny that their stench pollutes the very air which 
the working class breathes. I t  is impossible to 
deny that their American patrons, the Jewish 
Daily Forward and the New Leader, are the 
most brazen war-mongering sheets in the United 
States.
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The Mirage

By Dwight Macdonald

SPARKS IN  THE NEWS
II Duce on War

I f  there is one th ing  th a t th is w ar is m aking 
clear, i t  is th a t w orld  capitalism  has reached a 
stage o f decay so advanced th a t the distinction 
between “ w ar’ ’ and “ peace”  has broken down 
completely. Or rather, there is no longer any such 
th ing  as “ normal, peace-time conditions”  under 
cap ita lis t economy.

This po in t was developed a t length in  the last 
New International, in  the ed itoria l and in  m y own 
column. And now i t  is stated boldly and exp lic itly  
by one of the chieftains of the enemy. According 
to  a dispatch from  Rome in  today’s N. Y . Times, 
Prem ier Mussolini, in  a speech addressed— signi­
fican tly  enough— to the Supreme Commission fo r 
Autarchy, expressed him self as follows:

“ There Is not an economy fo r peacetime 
and an economy fo r  wartim e. There Is only 
a w ar economy, because h is to rica lly  . . .  i t  
has been demonstrated th a t a state of armed 
w arfare Is a normal state of the people, a t 
least o f those liv in g  on the European con­
tinent, because even in years of so-called 
peace other types of w ar are waged, which 
in the ir tu rn  prepare our armed warfare.

“ Therefore, i t  is the fact, or ra ther the Im­
m inent fa ta lity , of armed w arfare th a t ought 
to  dominate and th a t does dominate economy.

“ He who fa ils  to  reach th is  conclusion is 
an ignoramus who has not go t the r ig h t to  
complain or be surprised a t the catastrophe 
tow ard which he is  going.”
In  m atters like  these, 11 Duce speaks w ith  the 

au thority  o f an expert.

"W e're A ll Socialists Now"
The late Judge Gary of the Steel Corporation 

once said, “ We’re a ll socialists now.”  The gen­
eral reaction to the Judge’s statement was in  the 
nature of a belly laugh. B u t those were simpler 
times. Today Gary m ig h t w ell be taken quite 
seriously.

A  proclam ation was issued by a labor leader 
the other day to the p ro le ta ria t o f a certain E u r­
opean country: “ SOCIALISM  A G A IN S T  C A P I­
T A L IS M ! T H A T  IS  OUR B A TT LE C R Y !”  These 
words were addressed to  the workers o f Germany 
by D r. Robert Ley, head of H it le r ’s “ Labor 
F ron t.”  The w ar aims o f Germany D r. Ley de­
fined as "the complete destruction of England and 
the domination of her moneybags over the rest 
o f the people on the globe.”  ( I t  m igh t be added 
tha t the main point o f D r. Ley’s message to the 
German w orkers was th a t the ir w ork ing  day 
was to be increased two hours—a t no extra  pay.)

Thus the Nazis are beginning to raise on high 
the banner o f socialism. Perhaps even more ex­
traord inary, the rulers of the Soviet Union have 
also taken th is  banner out o f the K rem lin  a tt ic  
and have flung i t  to the breeze, exuding a strong 
odor of mothballs. Charlie M cC arthy Molotov de­
nounces the w a r as an im peria lis t blood bath. 
Charlie M cC arthy Browder damns the Roosevelt 
Adm in istra tion  as the tool of the bourgeoisie and 
even ventures a few  unkind words about the 
Roman Catholic Church. And the puppet master 
in  the K rem lin  smokes his genial pipe in  approv­
al, removing i t  only to ask fo r  a few  more islands 
in the G u lf o f Finland.

Rousseau to Ribbentrop
I t  m ay be objected th a t i t  is laboring the obvi­

ous to po in t such contradictions between the 
words o f power politic ians and the ir deeds. From  
tim e immemorial, statesmen have veiled the ir 
real policies in  the handsomest available ideolog­
ical trappings. However, I  th in k  there is an in ­
teresting difference in the way such trappings 
have been used in  the past and the w ay they are 
used today.

In  the youth of capita lism  ,in the seventeenth 
and eighteenth centuries, no one made any seri­
ous e ffo rt to  pretend th a t there was anyth ing 
very real o r eternal about the verbal rationa liza­
tions used in  the game of power politics. The 
language o f diplomacy, was, of course, h igh ly  
euphemistic: nor did statesmen fa il to appeal to 
the noblest human sentiments in  covering up 
whatever pa rticu la r piece o f skullduggery they 
were perpetra ting a t the moment. B u t i t  was 
generally understood th a t these high-minded 
phrases were sim ply the poker chips o f the game, 
to be shoved about from  day to  day among the 
players as suited the tactica l needs of the mo­
ment. Statesmen w ent through the form s ju s t as 
lawyers go through the form s of ta lk in g  about 
justice in  our courts today— and w ith  ju s t as 
cyn ica lly realistic an understanding th a t i t  was 
a ll fo rm  and ta lk .

Then along came Rousseau and the righ ts  of 
man and a ll sorts o f other hum anitarian and 
idealistic doctrines, find ing th e ir po litica l expres­
sion in  the French Revolution. There also arose 
the idea, h ithe rto  unknown, th a t the people had 
certain democratic righ ts  and th a t policies m ust 
be justified by the ir beneficial effect on the great 
m a jo rity  o f mankind. The liberal bourgeois poli­
ticians o f the nineteenth century spent the ir lives 
in  eloquently enunciating these high-minded, in ­
sp iring principles. I t  is true  th a t the necessities 
of capita lism  forced them constantly to  act in  
sharp contradiction to the ir words. B u t i f  they 
wore an ideological costume to hide the shocking 
nakedness of cap ita lis t exploitation, i t  was a t 
least always the same costume. Gladstone was an 
old humbug, but he was eterna lly and consistent­
ly  false to the same set o f principles.

The Ideological Wardrobe
B u t where. Gladstone got him self up in  the 

same libera l costume a ll his life , H it le r  and Stal­
in  have a whole ideological wardrobe. Just as the 
K ing  o f England has one un iform  fo r  v is it in g  the 
fleet, another fo r  receiving the Lord M ayor of 
London, and so on, so H itle r, though he goes 
everywhere in  the same belted uniform , changes 
ideological costumes according to whether his 
audience is made up of capita lists o r workers. 
M olotov’s recent rem ark about fascism being “ a 
m atte r o f taste” — as though i t  were a question 
o f choosing a new hat—is c learly in  th is  sp irit.

W hat the to ta lita r ia n  regimes are now showing 
us is a w eird combination of the eighteenth and 
the nineteenth century usages in  these matters. 
They feel the nineteenth century’s need fo r  gain­
ing  mass democratic sanctions fo r  th e ir policies, 
fo r shrouding the ir d ir ty  w ork  in  high-sounding 
phrases of concern fo r  the wellbeing of The Peo­
ple. B u t a t the same time, they manipulate these 
ideological garments w ith  the cynical abruptness 
o f eighteenth century politics, changing from  
one cosmic, all-em bracing philosophy to its  oppo­
site w ith  the fa c ility  of a M ettern ich substitu ting 
one d iplom atic fo rm ula  fo r  another.

In  the las t few  months, the K rem lin  and its  
mouthpieces have used ind ifferently, as ins tru ­
ments to be picked up o r tossed aside according 
to the tu rn  o f events from  day to day, the ideal­
is tic  phrases of libera l bourgeois democracy and 
the impassioned rhetoric of M a rx is t revolution. 
When these bewildering changes o f costume are 
possible, i t  is more im portan t than ever fo r  a ll 
who sincerely believe in  the revolutionary road to 
cut through the jungle o f phrases to the hard 
po litica l rea lity  underneath. Also to make th is  
clear to  the workers, lest they fa il to  d ifferenti­
ate between S ta lin ’s fake “M arx ism ”  and the 
real th ing.
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T h e ir   By James Burnham

Government
I t  is very d ifficu lt to be sure ju s t w ha t has been 

happening in Prague. The reports sent to  th is  coun­
try  give the impression of a ra ther surpris ing candor. 
In  general, Germany has been pe rm itting  the fore ign 
correspondents to send out fa r  more news than have 
France or B rita in . So fa r  the Nazis have not in s ti­
tuted “ pre-censorship”  of dispatches. This, o f course, 
need not mean very much: “ post-censorship,”  w ith  its  
th rea t of expulsion i f  the correspondent’s dispatches 
displease the regime, can be ju s t as effective as pre- 
censorship; and several American correspondents 
have, in  fact, been recently expelled.

We cannot be sure ju s t how widespread the dis­
turbances have been in  Prague itse lf, nor whether 
they have extended to other Czech cities. We cannot 
tru s t the account of the extent o f repressions. Most 
im portant, perhaps, o f all, we do not know w hat 
slogans have been pu t forward.

Nevertheless, i t  seems possible to piece a few facts 
together.

The Uneasy Protectorate
The open demonstrations and clashes apparently be­

gan a couple of weeks ago, during  the celebration of 
the Czech “ independence day.”  P rio r to  this, however, 
there were indications th a t trouble was brewing, and 
the clashes were not unexpected.

The high po in t was reached in  the student rio ts  a t 
the U niversity. W hat set these o ff remains obscure. 
One story  is th a t they began when a Nazi professor in 
one o f the classes insulted the students. A  consider­
able battle  seems to have taken place a t the U n iver­
sity.

There is no reason to believe tha t the puppet Czech 
“ government-in-exile”  had any d irect connection w ith  
the demonstrations. This is shown by the statement 
of Jan M asaryk repudiating the actions as “ ill-ad ­
vised”  and “ prem ature.”

The Nazis do no t seem to have been prepared fo r  
disturbances on a scale th a t these in  Prague reached. 
The dispatches suggest hesitations, and sh ifts  in  pol­
icy. Up to now, they have been try in g  to  u tilize  the 
Czech protectorate regime, under Hacha, w hich they 
set up, and a p rim a rily  Czech police force as the main 
instrum ent o f the ir rule— supplemented .natura lly, by 
concentration camps and the Gestapo. There were ob­
vious advantages in  th is policy: i t  was easier to  keep 
the Czech people divided when Czech cops were used 
to beat up Czech dissidents, and when a Czech “ gov­
ernment”  proclaimed the laws and regulations de­
cided on in  Berlin.

In  the f irs t demonstrations, the Czech police were 
assigned to “ keep order,”  and a ll along Hacha has 
been ca lling fo r  quiet. B u t by the tim e o f the U n i­
ve rs ity  clash, i t  had become clear th a t the Czech po­
lice could not do the job, and th a t many Czechs, es­
pecially the students, were no t lis ten ing to Hacha. In  
some instances, the police seem to have been going ac­
tive ly  over to the side o f the demonstrators, as is in ­
dicated by the fa c t th a t several Czech policemen were 
shot in  the repressions.

I t  became necessary to send in  thousands o f Ges­
tapo agents and heavily armed detachments o f S. S. 
men, the ir equipment including, according to  reports, 
field a rtille ry .

Statements now issuing from  B erlin  say th a t the 
protectorate status m ay soon be altered in  fa vo r o f 
some fo rm  of more open, d irect and complete Nazi 
rule.

W hat is Foreshadowed?
Enough has happened to show th a t the Czech peo­

ple have not accepted Nazism, and th a t they are 
ready to fig h t against it .  W hat a commentary these 
brave students and the others who were w ith  them 
provide on the cowardly capitu lators o f the Benes re­
gime who now, as eager servants o f the B ritish , pre­
sume to- call themselves the government o f Czecho­
slovakia!

T ha t the demonstrations began among- the students 
and youth is in  accordance w ith  the usual pattern. 
The most vola tile  element in  the society, the ir moods 
change more sw iftly . W hile the broad masses of w o rk ­
ers and peasants remain passive, the youth can ac­
complish only sporadic flare-ups, bu t the ir actions are 
symptoms of w ha t is going on beneath the surface, 
and symbols o f deepening revo lt to  come.

B u t w ha t is to come w il l  depend also on the per­
spective and direction which the movement takes.

Benes states his views from  London: the actions in  
Prague, and others like  them, he found, w ill g rea tly  
aid the “ democracies”  in  the ir prosecution of the war.

W hat would be the effect i f  the line o f Benes wefe 
to be accepted by the Czechs ? I t  would doom them  to 
a te rrib le  fa ilu re , and a t the same tim e strengthen 
H itle r.

I f  H it le r  can present plausible evidence to show to 
the German people th a t the Czech anti-N azi move­
ment is actua lly  inspired by the im peria lis t enemy- 
states, whose sole aim  is to  crush Germany in  the ir 
own im peria lis t interests, and is w o rk ing  fo r  the vic­
to ry  o f the enemy-states, then the Czechs w ill appear 
to the German people sis no more them another division 
in  the opposing im peria lis t armies. In  compensation 
fo r  some undoubted practica l difficulties, H it le r  would 
be able to draw  the German people closer around h im ­
self and his regime. He can say: look, even the Czech 
workers are your enemies, in  the service o f the sated 
im peria lists o f London and Paris; you have only me 
to re ly  upon. And there could be no effective answer 
to him, fo r  w hat he would say would be true.

A lready H it le r  is exp lo iting these possibilities, and 
p laying up the Prague events as directed from  Lon­
don. The remarks o f the tra ito r, Benes, and the gen­
eral propaganda o f the im peria lis t democrats about 
German revo lt fo r  the benefit o f London and Paris, 
are w ha t enable H it le r  to ge t away, w ith  his dema­
gogy.

This is w hy the Czech anti-N azi movement, i f  i t  is 
to  be successful and in  the interests o f the Czech peo­
ple, m ust orient itse lf on a firm ly  in te rnationa lis t per­
spective, against both w a r camps. In  th a t lig h t, the 
German workers, and the workers of France and 
B rita in  as well, w il l be the ir alllies in  the struggle 
against the common enemy.

TO A NINE-INCH GUN
W hether your shell h its  the ta rge t or not, 
Y our cost is five hundred dollars a shot. 
You things o f noise and flame and power, 
We feed you a hundred barrels o f flour 
Each tim e you roar. Y our flame is fed 
W ith  tw en ty  thousand loaves o f bread. 
Silence! A  m illion  hungry men 
Seek bread to f i l l  th e ir mouths again.


