
Enlist in the Fight Against War—Join the S. W. P.!
Party Reacts to W ar 
Crisis W ith  Intensified 
A n ti-W a r Campaign

Shachtman Pamphlet on Pact to Be Pub­
lished this Week— Plan Mass Meetings to 

Explain Truth Behind the Headlines

By H A L  D R A P E R
Secretary .C am paign C om m ittee 

The P a rty  has reacted to the 
w a r c ris is  and the S ta lin -H itle r 
deal w ith  a fresh  bu rs t o f en­
e rgy and in tens ified  plans fo r  
c a rry in g  our A n ti-W ar Cam ­
paign over the top.

M oving  q u ick ly  to take  ad­
vantage o f the desire by new 
s tra ta  o f w orkers to hear w ha t 
we have to say about the re ­
cent events, p a rty  branches a ll 
over the coun try  have schedul­
ed mass m eetings a t w hich the 
tru th  behind the headlines w il l  
be exp la ined and the  w ay 
pointed fo r  the an ti-w a r w o rk ­
ers in  A m erica .

The cam paign fo r  a People’s 
R eferendum  on W ar w hich we 
have been conducting is now 
being g iven even m ore so lid  ba­
sis by lin k in g  i t  w ith  the th re a t­

ening s itua tion  on the w orld  
scene. As w a r in  Europe ap­
proaches a t a fas te r and fas te r 
pace, the fears o f the people 
th a t A m erica  w il l  be draw n in to  
the com ing w o rld  s laughter 
rises to a new h igh. I t  is  our 
business to exp la in  to them  th a t 
the W ashington and W a ll S treet 
w ar-m akers are even now p re ­
pa ring  to get in to  the w a r on 
the ground flo o r, instead of 
w a itin g  th ree  years as they d id  
the la s t tim e , and th a t we m ust 
act now to take  the w ar-m ak ing  
pow er ou t o f th e ir  hands.

Special Steps
Special steps taken in  fu r th e r­

ance o f the C am paign inc lude : 
Two speaking tours, by M ax 

Shachtm an and B . J. W id ick , 
on the w ar c ris is .

A pam ph le t by M ax Shacht- 
(Continued fro m  Page 1)

ANTI-WAR FUND SCOREBOARD
$10,000 FUND DRIVE

B ranch Quota— 50% 
by Sept. 15

P a id Percent
Paid

C ala is ......................... $ 5.00 $ 5.00 200.00
H a rtfo rd  ................... . . 5.00 3.20 128.00
Rochester ................. 50.00 25.75 103.00
Toledo ......................... 40.00 20.00 100.00
D e tro it ..............!........ 50.00 20.00 80.00
L yn n  ........................... . . . 100.00 33.00 66.00
St. Pau l ....................... . . 200.00 64.00 64.00
R eading ..................... . . 10.00 3.00 60.00
F lin t  ............... ............. . . . 20.00 5.50 55.00
N ew ark ..................... . . . 350.00 86.00 49.14
C leveland ................... . 200.00 30.00 30.00
Chicago ....................... . . . 530.00 75.00 28.30

27.00Boston ......................... . A  400.00 54.00
G ardne r-F itchbu rg  . . . . 15.00 2.00 26.66
M inneapolis ............... . . .  1100.00 145.00 26.36
P h ilade lph ia  ............... . . . 100.00 11.75 23.50
B a ltim o re . . . 10.00 LOO 20.00
Kansas ......................... . . 15.00 1.50 20.00
St. Lou is ..................... . . . 100.00 10.00 20.00
South Bend ............... 10.00 1.00 20.00
New Y o rk  ................... . . . 2500.00 100.00 8.00
N ationa l O ffice  .......... . . 3400.00 125.00 7.35
A kron  ........................... . 100.00 00.00 .00
A llen tow n ................... 50.00 00.00 .00
C am bridge ................. 5.00 00.00 .00
Columbus ................... 15.00 00.00 .00
Conneaut ..................... 5.00 00.00 .00
D anbury  ..................... . . '  10.00 00.00 .00
D enver ......................... 20.00 00.00 .00
New H am psh ire  ........ 5.00 00.00 .00
E as t Chicago ............ 20.00 00.00 .00
E va n sv ille  ................. 5.00 00.00 .00
F argo  ........................... 10.00 00.00 .00
Fresno ........................... 10.00 00.00 .00
Ind ianapo lis  ............... 5.00 00.00 .00
Lex ing ton  ..................... 10.00 00.00 .00
Los Angeles ................. . . 400.00 00.00 .00
L o u isv ille  ................. 10.00 00.00 .00
M arston  M ills  ............. 5.00 00.00 .00
New Haven ................. 40.00 00.00 .00
O akland ......................... 80.00 00.00 .00
Om aha ....................... 10.00 00.00 .00
P ittsbu rgh  ................... 10.00 00.00 .00
P lentyw ood ................. 5.00 00.00 .00
P ortland  ....................... 5.00 00.00 .00
Q uaker town ................. 20.00 00.00 .00
R idge fie ld  ..................... 5.00 00.00 .00
Sacram ento ................. 20.00 00.00 .00
San D iego ..................... 10.00 00.00 .00
San F ranc isco  ............. . . 100.00 00.00 .00
Seattle ........................... 20.00 00.00 .00
Texas ............................. 20.00 00.00 .00
W ashington ................. . 40.00 00.00 .00
Woonsocket ................. 5.00 00.00 .00
W orcester ..................... 20.00 00.00 .00
Y e llow  Springs ............ 5.00 00.00 .00
Youngstown ................. . 50.00 00.00 .00

WORKERS! GUARD AGAINST F.D.R. 
PLOT TO DRAG U.S. INTO WAR

W ar Propaganda Machine 
Going Full Blast; Boss 
Press Raises Jingo Cry

"Pact Splits Axis Powers" D a ily  W orker H eadline

Stalinists in Teachers 
Union Feel Pact Effect

Defeat Jerome Davis, Stalinist Candidate,
In Test of Strength— George S, Counts, 
Progressive, Elected President of Union

Communist Party Members: 
Break with Stalinist Bondage!

B U F F A LO , August 26—The S ta lin is ts  received a crush ing 
b low  yesterday when th e ir  candidate, Jerom e D avis, was de­
feated fo r the presidency o f the A m erican  Federa tion  o f Teach­
ers by George S. Counts, w ide ly  known progressive educator 
and outspoken fig h te r aga inst the S ta lin is t m achine in  the New 
Y o rk  College Teachers U nion.

The e lection, a t the annual teachers convention, was the f irs t  
test o f S ta lin is t s treng th  in  the ‘̂  
trade unions since the H it le r-  
S ta lin  pact. The outcom e was
p a rt ic u la r ly  s ig n ifica n t since 
the S ta lin is ts , p r io r to the con­
vention, had been confiden t of 
ta k in g  over the union com plete- 
ly . Three years ago they had 
elected D avis as president, and 
had eas ily  re-e lected h im  each

succeeding convention by ove r­
w he lm ing  m a jo ritie s .

P a c t’s F ir s t  E ffe c t 
B u t the day the convention 

opened—M onday—was the day 
the H itle r-S ta lin  trade  agree­
m ent was announced, and the 
next day cam e the p o lit ic a l 

(Continued on Page 4)

Hunger Strike 
Against British 
In Second Month

C ALC U TTA. Bengal. In d ia  
—O ver 100 In d ia n  na tiona l­
ists and revo lu tion is ts  who 
have been im prisoned  in  the 
B r it is h  “ B lack  Hole of C al­
c u tta ”  ja ils  fo r the past 6 
years, are now in  the second 
m onth of a hunger s tr ike  fo r 
th e ir  freedom .

These m a r ty rs  o f the colo­
n ia l people are g u ilty  o f one 
th ing  only. They fought to 
free th e ir country fro m  the 
grasp ing hands o f the B r i­
tish  exp lo iters.

F rom  w ith in  th e ir B r it is h  
dungeons they have issued a 
s tir r in g  ca ll to In d ia  and the 
w orkers  o f the w o rld , u rg ing  
a ll people not to g ive one 
ounce of support to England 
in  any w a r and to w o rk  un­
ceasingly fo r the socia lis t 
revo lu tion .

Your Choice Must be the Road of Revolu­
tionary Action Against Capitalism, Not 
The Horrid Deception of Patriotism

BULLETIN

Hereafter the Social­
ist Appeal will be issued 
at least three times a 
week, with special edi­
tions as necessary.

M any outraged w orke rs  are 
b reaking  w ith  the C om m unist 
P a rty . U n fo rtu n a te ly , however, 
a considerable num ber o f them  
are leav ing  one charnel-house 
to enter another. T h a t is to  say, 
m any o f them  are c ling ing  to 
yeste rday ’s S ta lin is t slogans as 
aga inst to d a y ’s S ta lin is t s lo ­
gans; they w il l  no t obey S ta l­
in ’s com m and to ha il the H it ­
le r-S ta lin  P act, bu t they con­
tinue to obey S ta lin ’s com m and 
of yesterday to ha il the “ demo­
c ra t ic ”  im p e ria lis ts .

T yp ica l Reaction

T yp ica l o f these is the fo llo w ­
ing  le tte r received by us:

The E d ito r 
Socia lis t Appeal 
116 U n ive rs ity  Place 
N ew Y o rk  C ity

D ear S ir:
W ill you please publish 

(his le tte r in  your co lum n: 
To the Com m unists 
o f the U n ited  States

N ow  th a t the Soviet has 
sold out to the Nazis, don’t 
you th in k  i t  is about tim e  
th a t you re tu rned , both in  a l­
legiance and sym pathy to 
th a t C ountry w h ich  stands 
above a ll o thers fo r lib e rty  
and dem ocracy?

A D is illus ioned C om m unist 
The w r ite r  o f th is  le tte r d id 

(Continued on Page 3)

While all Europe mobilizes, the war propaganda machine is already 
at work in»this country— trying to beat us down to the point where we 
will submit to joining in the Second World War.

Two gangs of cut-throats are moving against each other, fighting 
over the booty they seized from each other or— more important— that 
they seized from the subject peoples of Asia and Africa.

And as they square of f a t  each other, the war propaganda machine 
is trying to line us up on the side of one of these gangs of imperialist 
bandits.

The war propaganda machine in this country, with all the facilities 
of the radio, the movies and the press at its disposal, is deluging us with 
war-incitement stuff as crude as anything they fed us in the First World 
War.

Not only the "yellow" press, but the "respectable" papers are hot­
footing it for war.

Read the columns of the most powerful and most "responsible"
spokesman for capitalism in the United States—  
the New York Times. Every line of it bristles 
with the attempt to whip up a war spirit in this 
country.

Isolationists Join War-Mongers
Just as we predicted they would do, the papers 

which yesterday talked for "isolation" are today 
lining up with the war-mongers.

The New York Post is a typical example. Yes­
terday it said that "collective security" meant 
war and that America should keep out r f  
Europe's troubles. Today it drops this isolationst 
talk and begins rooting for the British and French 
empires.

The Post is now (Monday) yelling for what only 
the other day it was opposed to: revision of the 
neutrality laws to enable shipment of armaments 
to those who will control the seas, namely, Brit­
ain and France. " It  offers us a way to provide 
practical help for those with whom we sym­
pathize," says the Post.

A  Lesson In 
The Meaning 
O f Democracy

W hile the press in  England 
as w e ll as in  the U n ited  
States how ls about the com ­
ing  w a r fo r “ dem ocracy”  
aga inst the “ d ic ta to rsh ips ” , 
the B r it is h  G overnm ent has 
given a dem onstra tion  of 
w ha t the next w a r means.

The E m ergency Powers 
B il l,  dem anded by C ham ber­
la in  and ove rw he lm ing ly  
passed by P a rlia m e n t on 
August 24, provides fo r the 
fo llow ing :

1. The K in g  (i.e ., the Cab­
inet) can issue decrees hav­
ing  the force o f law .

2. Any p rope rty  o r under­
tak ing  except land m ay be 
taken over by the govern­
m ent.

3. Any prem ises m ay be 
entered and searched.
• 4. The Home Secretary 
m ay order any a rre s t he 
deems expedient.

5. J u d i c i a l  proceedings 
m ay be heard in  secret “ i f  
the cou rt deems i t  expedi­
e n t” .

6. “ The governm ent m ay 
pu t in to  operation im m e d i­
a te ly  any measures consid­
ered necessary fo r the na­
tiona l safe ty. . .”

Both the Labo r P a rty  
M .P .’s and the S ta lin is t M .P . 
G a llagher, voted fo r th is  W ar 
D ic ta to rsh ip  b ill.

Shachtman, Widick Begin Speaking 
Tours on the Stalin-Hitler Pact

New im petus was g iven to the 
S ocia lis t W o rk e r^  P a rty  a n ti­
w ar cam paign w ith  the an­
nouncem ent th a t tw o special 
speaking tours began th is  week 
on the S ta lin -H itle r pact.

M ax Shachtm an, acting  na­
tiona l secre ta ry  o f the S.W .P., 
and B . J. W id ick , na tiona l la ­
bor secre ta ry , le ft  New Y o rk  
C ity  to fu l f i l l  demands fo r  mass 
meetings w hich branches

throughout the coun try  q u ick ly  
a rranged in  response to an ap­
peal o f the na tiona l com m ittee .

Shachtm an is scheduled to 
speak in  Chicago, Thursday, 
A ugust 31: M inneapolis, F r i ­
day, Septem ber 1; D e tro it, 
Tuesday, Septem ber 5; Toron­
to. Wednesday, Septem ber 6 
and Boston, F r id a y , Septem ber 
8.

W id ick w il l  cover A kron , F r i ­

day, Septem ber 1; Youngstown, 
Tuesday, Septem ber 5; C leve­
land, F r id a y , Septem ber 8 and 
other m id -w est centers where 
meetings are being arranged.

The enthusiastic  response o f 
the p a rty  to the e x tra  w ork  and 
a c tiv ity  invo lved in  the specia l 
tours was an ind ica tion  o f how 
determ ined the S.W .P. is  to 
m ake the an ti-w a r cam paign 
go over the top.

W here Arms Go, Soldiers Follow
The Post hypocritically makes a distinction 

between sending arms and sending soldiers. But 
everybody who has cut his eye-teeth knows, or 
ought to know, that where we send arms, we will 
soon enough send soldiers.

A dozen post-war Congressional investigations 
established the fact that the United States sent 
its troops to aid the Allies just as soon as Ameri­
can plutocracy's trade with the Allies was en­
dangered by Allied losses, and to make sure that 
that trade would continue.

On March 5, 1917, the American ambassador 
to Great Britain, Walter Hines Page, wrote to 
the State Department at Washington:

"Perhaps our going to war is the only way in 
which our present preeminent trade position can 
be maintained and a panic averted. . . " (U. S. 
State Department, Foreign Relations, 1917, Sup­
plement 2, Vol. 1, pp. 516-8)

(Continued on Page 4)
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COP INCITES 
POGROM ATTACK 
ON BOSTON SWP

Drunken Cop Called 
By C.P. Urges Vio­
lence, Arrests 3

(S pecia l to  the S oc ia lis t A ppea l)
BOSTON. A ugust 25, 1939— 

The v ic t im  of a m urderous 
beating by a gang o f p a tr io tic  
hoodlum s and veterans, Bern ie  
M e rr it t ,  ac tive  a n ti-w a r fig h te r 
of the S.W .P., was sent to  Bos­
ton C ity  H osp ita l la s t n ig h t, in  
the a fte rm a th  o f a sale o f A p ­
peals to a N ew E ng land  C. P. 
m eeting w hich had been called 
to exp la in  the H it le r  - Soviet 
pact. Three others, George 
M atthew s, Boston organ ize r of 
the S.W .P., W illia m  W inn ick, 
and John H a m ilton , w ere a r­
rested.

U n til the C.P. ca lled the cops, 
there  had been no troub le . 
When Sergeant E dw ard  O ’N e ill 
o f S ta tion 16 a rr iv e d  he began 
in c itin g  the crow d to “ smash 
the reds.—W ho’l l  sock the d ir ty  
— ? These ye llow  sob’s, w hy, I  
fough t in  the w ar, and these . . 
were too ye llo w .”

When M atthew s protested 
O ’N e ill's  ta k in g  the Appeals 
away fro m  the Appeal squad, 
O ’N e ill o rdered O ffice r F a rre ll 
to a rre s t h im . As W inn ick  w ent 
along to fin d  out w ha t s ta tion  
M atthew s was being taken to, 
O ’N e ill suddenly rushed up, and 
smashed W inn ick across the 
face w ith  the Appeals, b reak ing  
his glasses.

A rrests  Assault W itness
W inn ick  protested and ca lled 

upon tlie  crow d fo r  w itnesses to 
th is  assault. H a m ilto n  o ffe red  
to  be a w itness and O ’N e ill im ­
m ed ia te ly  yelled, “ g rab  h im .”  
O ’N e ill socked H am ilton , s p lit­
ting  his lip . W hile the three 
were w a itin g  fo r  the police 
wagon. O ’N e ill continued his 
p a tr io tic  and drunken in c ita tio n  
to vio lence.

When the w a g o n  cam e, 
O 'N e ill was heard te llin g  the 
group o f hoodlum s to meet the 
Wagon on St. Boto lph S treet, a 
b lock away and th a t he would 
th row  the prisoners to them  
there. O ffice r F a rre ll,  however, 
rea liz ing  w ha t a s tin k  such an 
action w ould cause, disobeyed 
his Sergeant, and ordered the 
d r iv e r  to tu rn  back and go to 
the  sta tion , where the m ilita n ts  
w ere soon released on b a il sup­
p lied by the S.W .P. Defense 
C om m ittee .

Answered C. P . C all
In  the p a tro l wagon i t  was 

learned th a t “ the people ru n ­
n ing  the m eeting had ca lle d ,”  
com p la in ing  o f a “ d is tu rbance”  
in  fro n t o f the h a ll, and de­
m and ing “ p ro tec tion .”  I t  was 
in  response to th is  ca ll th a t 
O ’N e ill cam e.

M eanw hile , the m ob, crazed 
by O ’N e il l ’s soused harangue, 
and know ing they had police 
pro tection , tu rned  on B ern ie  
M e r r it t ,  Appeal salesm an, and 
beat h im  and k icked h im . When 
other m em bers o f the S.W.P. 
w en t to his rescue, he was un­
conscious and bleeding.

Po lice  A vo id  P u b lic ity
The nex t m orn ing  in  court, 

the arrested  tr io  w ere charged, 
su rp r is in g ly  enough w ith  on ly 
the  m in o r charge o f “ saunter­
ing  and lo ite r in g .”  O ffice r F a r- 
re li to ld  the defendants th a t the 
police d id n 't w an t to f ig h t the 
case and were w illin g  to have i t  
th row n  out. A fte r a n o t g u ilty  
plea, the case was continued 
fo r  3 weeks.

E v id e n tly  the police do not 
w an t the search l ig h t of p u b li­
c ity  on the drunkenness, p ro ­
fa n ity  and in c ite m e n t to r io t  o f 
Sergeant O ’N e ill. The Defense 
com m ittee  o f the S.W.P. is 
w o rk in g  w ith  the Boston C iv il 
L ib e rtie s  U nion on the case.

In  tru e  boss-press ly in g  fash­
ion, the Boston papers tr ie d  to 
m ake the inc iden t appear as a 
“ p itched ba ttle  between S ta lin- 
ites and T ro ts k y ite s ,”  and th a t 
M e r r it t  was beaten up by the 
C .P.ers, so covering  up the v i ­
cious ro le  of O 'N e ill and the 
mob he s tir re d  up.

The C.P. m eeting its e lf p u t 
P h il F ra n k fe ld , C.P. leader on 
the spot. A lthough a New E n g ­
land open m eeting, there  were 
no m ore than 300 people pres­
ent, despite C.P. c la im s  to 1000 
m em bers in  Boston a l o n e .  
F r a n k f e l d  blabbed fo r  tw o 
hours, and so lit t le  did he con­
v ince anyone th a t in  the five  
m inutes a fte r he fin ished, 75 
w r it te *  questions were s u b m it­
ted, on w h ich  P h il spent ju s t 40 
m inutes.

BROWDERETTE
“ The press apologizers o f the 

M un ich  treache ry  m ake the 
d ir ty  insinuations th a t the So­
v ie t U nion is ‘cons idering ’ 
rapprochem ent w ith  the fas­
c is ts ."—D a ily  W orker, M arch  
13. 1939.

Stop Fascism 
In America!

W ill Father Coughlin Become 
Dictator of the United States?

___________________ By JOSEPH H A N S E N ____________________

(S E VE N TH  IN S T A L L M E N T )

The Defense of the German Workers
The workers in Germany were much better prepared to* 

defend themselves than had been the Italian workers. Many 
oT the militant workers had studied what had happened in 
Italy and therefore it  was much easier fo r them to rec­
ognize exactly what H itle r’s promises and H itler Storm 
Troopers meant.

Those who suffered broken heads and knife wounds 
from H itle r’s followers, again and again attempted to fight 
back in the only place that counted, in the streets. There 
were even several organizations o f workers under the con­
tro l o f the Social-Democratic Party o f the Second Interna­
tional and the Communist Party o f the Third  International 
with thousands o f m ilitant members anxiously awaiting the 
word to defend the labor movement against the' Nazi 
Brown Shirts.

Wherever they actually engaged in struggle, they sent 
the Nazis cowering for cover.

“ H it le r  confessed in  re trospect: ‘Only one th ing  could 
have broken our m ovem ent—i f  the adversary  had under­
stood its  p rin c ip le  and fro m  the f i r s t  day had smashed 
w ith  the m ost extrem e b ru ta lity , the nucleus of our new 
m ovem ent.’ And Goebbels: ‘ I f  the enemy had known how 
weak we w ere, i t  w ould probably have reduced us to 
je lly . . . I t  w ould have crushed in  blood the ve ry  begin­
n ing o f our w o rk .’ ”  (Fascism  and B ig  Business, p. 107.)

But the leaders o f the workers’ organizations either 
through stupidity or “ incredible cowardice” as H itler puts 
it (Mein Kampf, p. 723.) forbade the workers to engage 
in any conflict with the followers of H itler.

“ T o rg le r (a leader of the C om m unist P a rty ) confessed 
la te r: ‘F o r a lo n g tim e  the Com m unists had ordered th e ir 
m em bers to renounce a ll te r ro r. The fo rm u la , s tr ike  the 
fascists, was abandoned.”  (Fascism  and B ig  Business,
p. 108.)

The leaders o f the working class ordered the members 
of their organization to send letters o f protest to the Chief 
o f Police demanding that he do his duty.

An aggressive campaign w’as launched of —  postcard 
writing.

The Chief o f Police responded by lauding the Nazis and 
wishing that there were more o f them.

Editors o f workers’ newspapers printed headlines an­
nouncing the death o f Nazism. They wrote editorials r id i­
culing the Nazis. They predicted that it was absolutely im ­
possible for the preposterous Nazis ever to come to power.

They began an intensive election campaign to prove to 
the world that terror and violence don’t pay at the ballot 
box.

Even after H itler had been summoned into power by 
Hindenburg, the Social-Democrats called on their members 
to remain “ calm”  and “ not be provoked.”  The Executive 
Committee o f the Labor Federation sent a letter o f protest 
to President.Hindenburg, pointing out that they had al­
ways opposed terrorism and violence in all its forms.

The entire strategy o f the heads of the labor movement 
could be summed up: “ Help Hindenburg stop the Nazis!”  

Torgler confessed that even after H itle r came into power 
in January, the German Communist Party aspired fo r only 
one th ing : to last until the elections on March 5 when they 
hoped to win a huge victory counting noses at the ballot 
box.

To all persons in doubt as to which side to support, H it­
ler’s decisive and bold actions made him look like a sure 
winner, no matter what his program said.

The leaders of the labor movement sat on their hands as 
if  completely stupefied and paralyzed, capable only o f re­
peating, “ Have you mailed your daily post card to the 
Chief o f Police?”

The harried and desperate, seeking in every direction for 
a way out, turned from these strategists in despair.

Der Fuehrer dangled colored glass and glittering span­
gles of tin  promises before their eyes. Above all, he prom­
ised action.

They moved toward him as i f  hypnotized.
The labor movement threw away its destiny and went 

down in blood, bombarding H itle r’s allies with postcards.

The Nazi Terror
In order to launch his campaign of terror as quickly as 

possible, H itle r had the Reichstag, the building housing the 
legislature, burned down. He blamed this act o f arson on 
the “ Jewish communists.”

The legislature was dissolved. A ll democratic rights were 
suspended. H itle r won a smashing victory at the polls.

Now he had gathered a mass base strong enough to carry 
out the objective o f his entire campaign. He put his pro­
gram into effect.

He smashed every trade union in the country. Not one 
survived.

Not one.
Despite the fact that he was born in the Roman Catholic 

Church and admired its methods and institutions, he 
crushed even the Catholic trade unions. Like Mussolini, he 
understood that these unions were composed o f workers, 
not priests, workers whether religious or non-religious.

He seized all the funds o f the trade unions. Then he 
forced every man to jo in  a Nazi union at the head o f which 
sat an employer.

He melted down the statues o f the great founders o f 
Germany’s labor movement into bullets, and erected in 
their place the Medieval chopping block. He showed abso­
lutely no mercy. Blood flowed. Heads rolled in the gutter. 
Workers died under tortures that shocked the entire civ­
ilized world.

Overflow Meeting Hears 
Party Leaders Explain 
The Stalin-Hitler Pact

N EW  Y O R K, August 27— A 
capac ity  audience o f 1200 ja m ­
med the m a in  h a ll o f the H o te l 
Center F r id a y  n ig h t to hear the 
S ocia lis t W orkers P a r ty ’s ana­
lysis o f the H itle r-S ta lin  P act. 
F ive  hundred others were tu rn ­
ed aw ay by a police squad 
w hich c la im ed f ire  regu la tions 
lim ite d  the a u d ito r iu m ’s capa­
c ity  to those a lready  in.

The g ra v ity  o f the w o rld  s itu ­
a tion, the in c re a s in g ly  perilous 
s itua tion  in  w h ich  the  Soviet 
U nion finds its e lf a fte r S ta lin ’s 
cap itu la tion  to  H it le r , were re ­
flected in  the serious demean­
our o f the w orkers as they file d  
in to  the ha ll.

M any C. P . M em bers 
A la rge  p a r t o f the audience 

consisted o f C om m unist P a rty  
m em bers and sym path izers, 
and the speeches w ere la rg e ly  
addressed to them .

Jam es B urnham , ed ito r o f 
the New In te rn a tio n a l, opened 
the m eeting as cha irm an .

“ M em bers o f the C om m unist 
P a rty  am ong us ,”  he began, 
“ the m ost te rr ib le  c ris is  th a t 
has faced m ankind  is  upon us. 
C iv iliza tio n  w il l  be destroyed 
o r a new w o rld  w il l  be made 
by the ove rth row  o f the old.

“ Long ago we p red ic ted  th a t 
S ta lin  was p repa ring  to em ­
brace H it le r . T h a t’s w hy he had 
to k i l l  o ff the o ld  Bolsheviks.

“ Why did S ta lin  refuse to ac­
cept the G erm an refugees? He 
was p repa ring  to em brace H it­
le r.

“ S ta lin  had to destroy the 
Russian R evo lu tion , S ta lin  had 
to e rect a w a ll o f steel and bu l­
lets cemented by the congealed 
blood o f the o ld Bolsheviks, be­
fore  he could em brace H it le r . ”  

Shachtm an Refutes B row der 
M ax Shachtm an, ed ito r o f the 

S ocia list Appeal, was the next 
speaker. A nsw ering  B ro w d e r’s 
c la im  th a t the H itle r-S ta lin  pac t 
was in  co n fo rm ity  w ith  a long- 
eeiablished po licy , Shachtm an 
c ited , in  p a rtic u la r, M a x im  L i t ­
v in o v ’s book, u n til yesterday 
he m a in  a u th o r ity  on Soviet 

fo re ign  po licy , in  w hich L itv in ­
ov sta ted:

“ There is no room  fo r b a r­
ga in ing  w ith  aggressors. There 
is no room  fo r  pacts w ith  ag­
gressors. In  o ther words, the 
aggressor m ust be m e t reso­
lu te ly  and aggressive ly. On the 
other hand there is another the­
o ry  th a t the aggressors be 
trea ted  gen tly , conversed w ith , 
th a t com prom ise agreem ents 
be made w ith  them . U n fo rtu ­
na te ly  th is  is a po licy  th a t has 
b rought three w ars w ith  the 
fo u rth  in  the o ff in g .”  ( “ Soviet 
P o licy  and W orld Peace.” ) 

“ B row der says the pac t is a 
weapon fo r  peace,”  Shachtm an 
went on. “ W hy, then, d id n ’t  he 
openly advocate it?  W hy d id n ’t  
he advise S ta lin  to  m ake a pact 
w ith  H it le r?  W hy was the pact 
made in  secret, lik e  som ething

fou l and ug ly  th a t cou ldn ’t  
stand the lig h t o f day? ”

“ S ta lin ’s in fam ous treason 
consists in  th is : S ta lin  has given 
H it le r  the go-ahead s igna l, the 
green lig h t, to invade Poland.

“ When S ta lin  gave Poland to 
the Nazis he gave H it le r  an ex­
ce llen t s tra teg ic  po in t o f depar­
tu re  fo r  an a ttack  on the Soviet 
U n ion .”

P a c t Means W ar
Jam es P. Cannon, N a tiona l 

S ecre tary of the S oc ia lis t W ork­
ers P a rty , was the fin a l speak­
er, and concentra ted on the 
m eaning o f the pact fo r  A m e r­
ican w orkers.

“ Because o f the defection of 
the Soviet U nion fro m  the side 
of the dem ocra tic  im p e ria lis ts , 
the U n ited  States w il l  be d raw n  
in to  the w a r sooner than was 
the case before.

“ A m erican  fin a n c ia l in terests 
are tied  up w ith  the F rench  and 
B r it is h  E m p ire . The pac t tips  
the scale fa vo ra b ly  on the side 
o f the A xis . There fore , e a rly  
A m erican  p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the 
w a r is inev itab le .
. “ B row der defended the pact 

a t a press in te rv ie w . B u t I ’d 
like  to see h im  go in to  the E as t 
Side, the B ronx , the Needle 
T rades d is tr ic t, and get up and 
defend the pact.

“ O ur re m a rks  here ton igh t 
are addressed p r im a r i ly  to  the 
d is illusioned w orkers inside the 
C om m unist P a rty . N o t to ta u n t 
(.hem, no t to say, ‘I  to ld  you so,’ 
fo r the s itua tion  is too serious 
lo r  tha t, b u t to speak the tru th .

"B ro w d e r says the C om m un­
is t P a rty  w ill no t be shaken. He 
says: ‘I  know m y p a rty . ' He 
th inks of the p a rty  m em bers as 
ca ttle  whom  he can rid e  down 
th is  road. B u t B row der doesn't 
know the d iffe rence between 
death agony and b ir th  pangs. 
He rem inds me o f the chicken 
w ith  its  head lopped o ff th a t 
doesn’t  seem to rea lize  the s itu ­
a tion. B row der does not know 
the honest C om m unist w orkers  
whose ideals he has perverted  
fo r these m any years. T h e y ’l l 
never m arch  under the Sw asti­
ka, even i f  i t  is  tw is ted  together 
w ith  the H am m er and S ickle.

“ The C om m unist P a rty  is 
doomed. N oth ing  can save it.  
Where w il l  you go, com rades, 
when you leave th a t charne l 
house? There is n o t m uch tim e  
now—the whole w o rld  is  poised 
fo r  w a r. A ll the contrad ic tions 
of ca p ita lism  lead to w a r and 
revo lu tion .

“ We, the revo lu tion is ts  have 
ne ither rec ru ited  fo r  S ta lin- 
Roosevelt o r fo r S ta lin -H itle r. 
O ur w a r is an e n tire ly  d iffe re n t 
w ar.

“ We of the F o u rth  In te rn a ­
tiona l p lead w ith  the m em bers 
o f the C om m unist P a rty  to  f ig h t 
fo r peace, secu rity  and fre e ­
dom. bu t these can on ly  be ob­
tained by the W orld  S oc ia lis t 
R evolu tion, and in  no other 
w a y .”

Some of the world’s finest libraries were gutted and the 
books heaped in the streets, drenched with oil and burned 
like witches at the stake.

Der Fuehrer lynched science and crucified art.
A ll the workers’ savings and insurance were confiscated 

by Der Fuehrer’s government.
Strikes were outlawed.
Wages were slashed as much as f if ty  per cent. Hours 

were lengthened all over Germany. The unemployed were 
herded into great concentration camps and worked like the 
slave armies of the Pharoahs, slowly starving to death on 
the vilest kind of rations.

Before 1933, swinging a sledge hammer on a boulder in 
chain gang rhythm would have been called “ serving a pris­
on sentence at hard labor.”  Der Fuehrer called it “ liquidat­
ing unemployment.”  I

Der Fuehrer compelled all workers to carry labor pass­
ports which the employer may keep i f  he wishes, even 
though the employe risk breaking the law and quit. W ith ­
out that passport, no man can get a job.

Except for a heavy profit fo r Big Business, Der Fuehrer 
began pouring the entire wealth o f the nation into the war 
machine. Even children o f four and five are marched with 
wooden rifles under m ilitary instruction in Nazi Germany.

Der Fuehrer enacted laws giving the employers the right 
to shift men wherever they please in the nation at any wage 
and at any kind o f work no matter what objections a work­
er might dare humbly whisper.

O f all the g ilt and tinsel promises made by H itler, he 
broke every one except th is : he preserved P R IV A T E  
PROPERTY.

(To be co n tinu ed  in  n e x t issue)

The A n ti-W a r Campaign
<s> -

WAR CRISIS 
INTENSIFIES 
PARTY DRIVE

(Continued on Page 2)
m an on the S ta lin -H itle r a l l i ­
ance w hich w il l  be ou t d u ring  
the com ing week.

The four-page p rin ted  le a fle t 
p rev ious ly  planned fo r  the cam ­
paign w il l  be en larged to cover 
both the in te rn a tio n a l s itua tion  
and the im m ed ia te  f ig h t aga inst 
w a r. I t  w il l  be o u t d u ring  the 
com ing/w eek likew ise , in  an is ­
sue o f 100,000 copies.

Special a c tiv itie s  and plans 
fo r reach ing  the m em bersh ip  
o f the C om m unist P a rty .

Some Quotas Reached 
M eanw hile , th ree  m ore 

branches have topped th e ir  quo­
ta m a rks  fo r the A n ti-W ar 
Fund o f $10,000, h a lf o f w h ich  
is due by Septem ber 15. Three 
thousand m ore copies o f the 
pam phle t, “ L e t the People Vote 
on W a r”  have been ordered by 
branches in  the la s t th ree  days, 
m ak ing  a to ta l o f over 11,000 
sent out to  date. The quota fo r 
the P a rty  is 15,000 by the Sep­
tem ber 15 deadline. F ro m  re ­
ports received thus fa r , there 
seems to be no doubt th a t the 
quota o f 25,000 signatures fo r 
the W ar R eferendum  pe tition  
w il l  be surpassed.

The la s t th ird  o f the P a rty  
cam paign is ahead. F u ll steam  
fo rw a rd !

TOLEDO
The Toledo branch rings  the 

be ll on three quotas—fund 
d rive , pe tition  s ignatures and 
Appeal subscrip tions, and plans 
are going fo rw a rd  fo r the pub­
lic  m eeting  w h ich  w il l  w ind  up 
the cam paign on scheduled 
tim e. In  place of an outdoor 
m eeting, the en tire  branch was 
m obilized 100% fo r  a house-to- 
house canvass fo r  pe tition  s ig ­
natures, n e tting  200 du ring  the 
past week. Also as a re su lt of 
cam paign a c tiv ity , good w ork  
has been done in  youth o rgan i­
zations and a Toledo Y .P .S .L . 
u n it is expected as the re su lt o f 
it ,  i f  present plans w ork  out.

N EW  Y O R K  TOPS W E E K ’S i 
SU BSCR IPTIO N  L IS T

In  the past week New Y o rk  
C ity  b rought in  the best resu lts , 
even though they are m eagre 
as ye t, in  the subscrip tion  ca m ­
paign being conducted by the 
Socia lis t Appeal in  con junction  
w ith  the W ar R eferendum  C am ­
pa ign  o f the S oc ia lis t W orkers 
P a rty . New Y o rk  C ity  tu rned  in  
11 new subscrip tions and 5 re ­
newals. A to ta l o f 23 new sub­
scrip tions and 11 renew als 
came in. In  add ition  to  New 
Y o rk  C ity  they w ere : New— 
M inneapolis 2, New Castle 1, 
Chicago 4, W ashington, D.C. 1, 
St. P au l 3, M iscellaneous 1; 
Renewals—M inneapolis 3, N ew ­
a rk  1, San F ranc isco  1, Canada 
1.

The num ber o f new and re ­
new al subscrip tions tu rned  in  to 
date d u ring  the cam paign is as 
fo llo w s :

New Renew
Los Angeles .................... 1
San F ranc isco  .............. 2 1
New Haven ...............  2 1
W ashington, D .C .............. 2 1
Chicago ............................7
Kansas .............................. 1
D e tro it ...........................  3 1
St. Pau l ...................  9 1
M inneapolis .................... 7 3
St. Lou is .......................... 2
N ew ark  ............................8 1
New Y o rk  C ity  ............ 24 5
Toledo .......  5
C leveland ........................ 2
A kron  ................................4
San D iego ........................ 1
New Castle ...................... 1
Canada ...........................  1
M iscellaneous .................1

ROCHESTER
Rochester also goes over the 

top on the Fund D rive , p lus a 
few  cents fo r good m easure. 
T u rn in g  fro m  a successful an­
ti-C ough lin  d rive  d u ring  w h ich  
over 1,000 o f Com rade H an­
sen's pam ph le t w ere sold, the 
branch has opened a p rog ram  
o f two outdoor m eetings a week 
on the an ti-w a r cam paign. L ea f­
lets w il l  be d is tr ib u te d  in  each 
neighborhood where the ra llie s  
arc held. A mass m eeting  on 
September 15 w il l  m a rk  the cu l­
m ina tion  o f the Rochester cam ­
paign. x

FLINT
A fresh  batch o f f i l le d  pe ti­

tion sheets fro m  F lin t  ca rries  
the branch over its  quota 
m a rk : and an add itiona l $2.50 
fo r the A n ti-W ar Fund lends 
po in t to  its  p rom ise  to com plete 
th a t quota also by n e x t week. 
“ The cam paign was ce rta in ly  
t im e ly ,”  w rite s  Comrade Gel- 
le r. “ W idespread in te re s t in  the 
p a rty  is  evidenced here as a re ­
su lt o f ou r resolute a n ti-w a r 
stand. We are p lann ing  the d is­
tr ib u tio n  o f thousands o f le a f­
lets a t the Labo r D ay p icn ic , 
S aturday, Septem ber 2 here. . . 
Also we w il l  d is tr ib u te  an­
nouncements o f ou r open m eet­
ing on the w a r question a t th is  
p icn ic , a t whch m any thousands 
w il l  be in  a ttendance.”

CLEVELAND
The p rog ram  o f three outdoor 

meetings a week d u ring  the an­
ti-w a r cam paign is m oving 
along w ithou t a break, the 
meetings in  the P u b lic  Square 
being p a rt ic u la r ly  successful in  
attendance, lite ra tu re  sales and 
pe tition  s ignatures. The mass 
m eeting planned fo r Septem ber 
8 w il l  also be tu rned in to  a 
house-w arm ing: the branch is 
m oving  in to  p ra c t ic a lly  p a la tia l 
headquarters a t 4618 E u c lid  
Avenue, w ith  an o ffice , book­
shop and read ing  room , and a 
h a ll seating 200 people. “ We 
need m ore pe tition  b lanks p ron ­
to ,”  w rites  O rgan izer P re is , “ as 
you can see we are p u ttin g  on 
a il steam  fo r the f in a l s tre tch  
w ith  three and fo u r pub lic 
meetings a w eek.”

82 15
Chester Johnson w rite s  fro m  

M inneapolis th a t thby  are ta k ­
ing  steps to increase the news­
stand c ircu la tio n  o f both the So­
c ia lis t Appeal and The New In ­

w rites  fu r th e r: “ We are reach­
ing  m any people th a t were nev­
er touched by any ra d ic a l p a r­
ty  and our reception has been 
fa vo ra b le .”

M IN N E A P O L IS  . . . sends in 
$80 on the A n ti-W ar Fund  and 
fo u r hundred m ore p e titio n  s ig ­
natures were gathered in  the 
past week. A tag  day fo r 
pam ph le t and Appeal sales on 
the N o rth  Side was held on 
A ugust 27.

SOUTH B E N D  . . . has been 
ge tting  resu lts in  b rin g in g  the 
w a r - re fe rendum  issue before 
progressive trade  unionists, 
and in to  the local newspapers. 
The la tte r , in c id e n ta lly , has 
been done by co m p a ra tive ly  
few  branches; i t ’s easy enough 
I f  tr ie d . W ithout hav ing  been 
g iven any quota, the branch 
has gathered 50 s ignatures fo r 
the pe tition .

SAN FRANCISCO . . . sends 
us a copy o f a p rin te d  Open 
L e tte r to the M em bers o f the 
C om m unist P a rty  and Y C L, 
d is tribu ted  in  thousands of cop­
ies to the loca l S ta lin is ts . “ You 
have been to ld  th a t the T ro ts k y ­
ites are ‘F a sc is t’ ,”  says the 
lea fle t. “ B ro w d e r’s constitu tion  
fo rb ids you to ta lk  w ith  T ro t­
sky ites. B u t now you see WHO 
makes deals w ith  Fasc is ts ! We, 
the T ro tsky ites , in v ite  you to an 
open m eeting where these 
events w il l  be discussed, where 
you m ay ask questions and d is ­
cuss w ith  us in  com rade ly  fash­
io n ."  The m eeting is scheduled 
fo r Sept. 1.

C H I C A G O  a n d  YO UNG S­
TOW N have mass m eetings 
scheduled fo r  the com ing week.

ST. P A U L  . . . f i l ls  its  Appeal 
bundle-increase quota, and the 
branch secre ta ry  com m ents on 
the reception o f the cam paign 
in  St. P a u l: “ We have found a 
ve ry  favo rab le  response to the 
requests fo r  pe tition  s ignatures. 
We fin d  people who say, ‘You 
don’t  have to  say any m ore ; i f  
i t ’s aga inst w a r I ’m  fo r  i t . ’ 
There is an a lm ost unanim ous 
sentim ent fo r  i t . ”

te rna tiona l. B o th  pub lica tions 
have been p laced on severa l 
new stands.

The Toledo com rades, w rite s  
B . C orm an, have a rranged  th a t 
the lite ra tu re  com m ittee  should 
sponsor a subscrip tion  ca m ­
paign and is o ffe r in g  a p rize  fo r  
the m ost subscrip tions ob ta in ­
ed. Also the B ranches  subsid iz­
ing  the m a ilin g  o f 15 to 20 cop­
ies to lead ing  trade  un ionists, 
as a re su lt o f w h ich  they hope 
to secure new subscrip tions.

A P P E A L  AN D  N . I .  SALES 
N U M B E R  1 IN  LOS A N G E LE S

Los Angeles is doing w e ll 
w ith  the d is tr ib u tio n  o f the  Ap­
peal, accord ing  to a re p o rt o f 
the L ite ra tu re  D ire c to r, H a rry  
F isch le r. 200 copies per issue 
a r t disposed o f a t the present 
tim e . Crews o f Appeal sales­
m en have been organized to  se ll 
the paper re g u la rly  fro m  house 
to house. The E xecu tive  Com ­
m itte e  has passed a reso lu tion 
to the e ffec t th a t eve ry  w o rk ­
ing  m em ber m us t subscribe to 
the Socia lis t Appeal and The 
New In te rn a tio n a l and every  
o ther com rade m ust purchase 
our press. D is tr ib u tio n  o f the 
Socia lis t Appeal and The New 
In te rn a tio n a l was placed as the 
num ber one ite m  on the agenda 
o f the A n ti-W ar C am paign in  
Los Angeles.

The San F ranc isco  com rades 
are m a k in g  specia l e ffo rts  to 
d is tr ib u te  the issues o f the A p ­
peal c a rry in g  analyses o f the 
S ta lin -H itle r P act. An o rde r fo r  
300 e x tra  copies o f th is  issue 
was p l a c e d  by L ite ra tu re  
Agent, E l Booth: She also re ­
ports  th a t s tree t sales are s t i l l  
being ca rr ie d  on w ith  continued 
success.

The Canadian com rades, a l­
though they have the prob lem  
o f m a in ta in in g  th e ir own p u b li­
cation, S ocia list A ction , neve r­
theless a lw ays are on the job  
try in g  to extend the c ircu la tio n  
o f the Appeal and The N ew  In ­
te rna tiona l.

O bviously the m a jo r c ities  
have ye t to come th rough  in  
adequate fash ion in th is  cam ­
paign, bu t reports  fro m  the 
various c ities  w ould ind ica te  
th a t the quotas are capable o f 
being achieved.

RESIGN FROM 
STALINIST-RUN 
ORGANIZATION

In  p ro test aga inst the H it le r-  
S ta lin  pact, lead ing  o ffice rs  and 
m em bers o f the In te rn a tio n a l 
Jew ish C u ltu ra l Verband, S ta l­
in is t o rgan iza tion , resigned.

Its  hono ra ry  president, D r. 
C haim  Z h itlo vsky , B . Z. G o ld ­
berg, ed ito r o f the Jew ish D ay, 
P e r  e t  z H irschbe in , B oruch  
G lazm an, J. Opotashow, D r. A . 
M ucdo in i, w ere among those 
who resigned.

Moishe N a d ir, poet and a 
lead ing co n tr ib u to r to the Y id ­
dish F re h e it, C om m unist P a rty  
organ, resigned fro m  its  s ta ff 
and published his le tte r  o f res­
igna tion  in  the Y idd ish  press 
la s t week.

The Jew ish D a ily  F o rw a rd  of 
A ugust 29 states th a t M elach 
E pste in , fo rm e r m anag ing  e d i­
to r of the F re ih e it, and Louis 
H ym an, p rom inen t S ta lin is t 
leader in  the needle trades, are 
also resign ing.

D r. D an ie l L u tt in g e r w ish ­
es to announce th a t he w il l  
continue to care fo r  the pa­
tien ts  of h is b ro the r, the la te  
D r. Pau l L u tt in g e r a t h is o f­
fice , 1684 G rand  Concourse, 
B ronx, New Y ork .

Socia list Appeal
116 U n ive rs ity  Place 
New Y o rk  C ity .

I  w ould like  to get be tte r acquainted w ith  your paper, 
the Socia lis t Appeal. Please send me sam ple copies fo r 
the nex t few  weeks.

Nam e ...................... .......................................................................

Address ..........................................................................................

C ity  .................................................................................................

READING
“ The cam paign in  R eading is 

becom ing consolidated” , re ­
ports Cam paign D ire c to r A d­
am s; and to prove it ,  he d is ­
p lays f i l le d  quotas on pam ­
phlets and pe tition  signatures. 
The pam ph le t quota, as a m a t­
te r  o f fa c t, is f i l le d  over 200% 
w ith  the comrades o rde ring  an­
o ther bundle. L ike  o the r sec­
tions w hich have th row n  them ­
selves in to  the cam paign, he

Prominent Entertainers to Appear 
At N.Y. Anti-W ar Fighters Dance

The com m ittee  in charge of 
a rrangem ents fo r the Dance to 
be held under the auspices of 
the N .Y . D is tr ic t C om m ittee a t 
Irv in g  P laza on September 16 
have ju s t com pleted a rrange­
m ents to have severa l w e ll- 
known Negro en te rta ine rs  ap­
pear on the p rog ram . A  com ­
plete announcement o f the p ro ­
g ram  w il l  be made in  the next 
w eek’s issue o f the Appeal a t 
which tim e  the names o f the 
en te rta iners and the band w il l  
be announced.

The C om m ittee refused to 
d ivu lge  the names of the e n te r­

ta iners a t th is  tim e , since they 
w ant to announce the fu l l  p ro ­
g ra m  n e x t week. I t  was stated, 
however, th a t the m ost popu lar 
s ta rs  o f the la s t P ioneer P a rty  
w il l  appear again in  some spe­
c ia l num bers w h ich  are gua r­
anteed to surpass la s t y e a r’s 
en te rta inm ent. The Committtee 
repeats th a t th is  y e a r’s p a rty  
w ill no t on ly surpass anyth ing  
th a t has been done a t s im ila r  
a ffa irs , b u t w il l  set a new h igh 
w hich they say won’t  eas ily  be 
a tta ined. T icke ts  fo r  the Dance 
se ll a t 75 cents and m ay be ob­
ta ined a t the o ffice  o f the 
S.W .P., 116 U n iv e rs ity  P lace.
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W hat Road W ill the C.P. Members Take?
The Road to Revolution Is the 
Road o f the Fourth International

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
not. we are sure, jo in  the Com ­
m un is t P a rty  because he w a n t­
ed to w orsh ip  Roosevelt and the 
c a p ita lis t reg im e o f the U n ited  
States. He jo ined  the C om m un­
is t P a rty  because he w anted to
fig h t fo r  a be tte r w o rld ..............
Believe Y es te rday ’s Teachings

B u t in  the C om m un is t P a rty , 
he was sys te m a tica lly  taugh t 
th a t the “ dem ocrac ies" de­
served the adherence o f the 
w orld  w o rk ing  class. He was 
sys te m a tica lly  i  n d o c t  rina ted  
w ith  the fa lse doctrines o f ‘ co l­
lec tive  s e c u rity ”  and the "P o p ­
u la r F ro n t,"  and Roosevelt, he 
was to ld  day in  and day out, 
was the em bod im ent o f these 
doctrines.

When S ta lin  sw itched over to 
the A x is  Powers, the w orke r 
who w ro te  th is  le tte r , and 
thousands like  h im , w ou ldn ’t  go 
along. B u t, hav ing  been taugh t 
noth ing o f the fundam enta l re v ­
o lu tiona ry  p rinc ip les  o f M a rx  
and Len in—these th ings are 
not taugh t in  the C om m unist 
P a rty —m any o f these w orkers 
are now s im p ly  ho ld ing  on to 
w ha t S ta lin  decreed yesterday.

B e tra ya l Began Long Ago!
Comrades of the C om m unist 

P a rty ! S ta lin 's  be tra ya l o f the 
w ork ing  class did no t begin 
w ith  the  H itle r-S ta lin  pact. 
When he de live red  the Com­
m un is t P a rties  o f the “ dem oc­
rac ies”  to the D a lad ie rs . C ham ­
berla ins and Roosevelts—this 
began in  1934—S ta lin  thereby 
consum m ated as b lack  a be­
tra y a l as th is  p resent one.

N or d id  S ta lin ’s ro le  as be­
tra y e r begin in  1934. I t  began in 
1923 when he seized the re ins 
of power, tu rned his back on 
the W orld  R evo lu tion , aban­
doned the  G erm an revo lu tion  
<1923), subordinated the Com ­
m un is t P a rty  o f B r ita in  to a 
deal he made w ith  the reac tion ­
a ry  E ng lish  trade un ion bu­
reaucra ts (1925), subordinated 
the C om m unist P a rty  o f China 
to a pact w ith  the C hiang-Kai- 
Shek governm ent (1925-1927), 
destroyed the Russian Com ­
m un is t P a rty , expe lling , e x ilin g  
and executing and to r tu r in g  his 
opponents 'beg inn ing  in  1927), 
ordered the G erm an C om m un­
is t P a rty — w ith  600,000 m em ­
bers and s ix  m illio n  supporters 
—to cap itu la te  to H it le r  w ith ­
ou t a f ig h t (1933).

Popu la r F ro n t Deception
S ta lin  wooed H it le r  in  1933 

and th e re a fte r—w ith o u t success 
fo r  the tim e  being. To show H it ­

le r th a t he was a usefu l a lly , 
S ta lin  gave h im  a dem onstra­
tion  o f h is pow er: he in it ia te d  
the P opu la r F ro n t m ovem ents 
in  the various countries.

W hat were these m ovem ents? 
N oth ing  b u t w ha t revo lu tion is ts  
had a lw ays denounced: coa li­
tions between c a p ita lis t and 
w o r k e r s ’ pa rties , coa litions 
w hich the ye llow  Social D em oc­
ra cy  had a lw ays p rac ticed , and 
w hich the C om m unist In te rn a ­
tiona l, in  the days o f Len in  and 
T ro tsky , had denounced fo r 
w ha t they w ere : be traya l o f the 
w orkers.

W ith  the a id  o f S ta lin , the 
Popu la r F ro n t governm ent of 
F rance , f i r s t  under B lu m , then 
under D a lad ie r, destroyed the 
F rench  revo lu tion  w h ich  rose in 
the June 1936 s tr ikes . W ith  the 
aid o f S ta lin , the P opu la r F ro n t 
governm ent of Spain d irected  
its  energies a t suppressing the 
socia l revo lu tion  and thereby 
im m easu rab ly  fa c ilita te d  F ra n ­
co’s v ic to ry .

Voted A rm s Budgets
The m ost precious tra d it io n  

of the labor m ovem ent has a l­
ways been to vote aga inst a ll 
a rm am en t appropria tions in  
c a p ita lis t countries. So estab­
lished was th is  tra d it io n , th a t 
as la te  as the Seventh Congress 
ol the C om in tern  (1935) D im i- 
t r o f f  swore th a t the S ta lin -La- 
va l tre a ty  w ould no t end th is  
tra d itio n , th a t the F rench  Com­
m un is t P a rty  w ould continue to 
vote aga inst a rm am en t. In ­
stead, even a fte r the S ta lin -La- 
va l tre a ty  had w ithered away, 
even a fte r D a lad ie r had sm ash­
ed the genera l s tr ike  o f N ovem ­
ber, 1938— even then, in  the 
name o f "c o lle c tiv e  s e c u rity ,”  
the F rench  C om m unist P a rty  
voted fo r D a la d ie r’s w a r b ills , 
and is s t i l l  sw earing  its  lo ya lty  
to D a la d ie r’s w a r measures.

C om rades! W a s  S ta lin ism  
any be tte r when S ta lin ’s m u r­
der squads were k ill in g  the re v ­
o lu tion is ts  in  Spain, k ill in g  
them  in  the nam e o f “ dem oc­
ra c y ” ?

Com rades! W a s  S ta lin ism  
any bette r when—ju s t a few 
weeks ago—i t  helped Roosevelt 
b reak the W PA strike?  When i t  
de libe ra te ly  lie d  about Roose­
v e lt ’s respons ib ility  fo r the 
Roosevelt-W oodrum  S ta rva tion  
Law , the figu res  fo r w hich 
Roosevelt h im se lf d ic ta ted  in  
his A p r il 27, 1939 re lie f-budge t 
message to Congress? When i t  
d e libe ra te ly  lied  about Roose­
v e lt ’s respons ib ility  fo r  w ip ing

Did the Pact Surprise You? Then 
Get These Books and Pamphlets at 
The Special Labor Bookshop Prices

The S ta lin -H itle r pact has h it  the m em bers and sym p a ­
th izers o f the C om m unist P a rty  w ith  the im p a c t o f a thunder­
bo lt. T h e ir p a rty , th e ir  cham pion, an a lly  of the B e rlin  
b r ig a n d !

B u t the log ic o f S ta lin is t p o lit ics  w hich long ago deserted 
the cause o f revo lu tion  led in e v ita b ly  to ju s t such pacts. The 
whole scheme of pacts, re liance on the boss nations instead 
o f on p ro le ta ria n  m ig h t, m e re ly  expressed its e lf in  its  la tes t 
tu rn  in  the pact w ith  H it le r . When S ta lin  le ft  the road o f in te r­
na tiona lism  fo r the re ac tiona ry  ch im era  o f “ Socia lism  in 
One C oun try ” , S ta lin -H itle r pacts became the n o rm a l course 
o f developm ent.

F o r m any years, the press o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l has 
been exp la in ing  the m eaning and na tu re  o f S ta lin ism . N o tab ly  
in  the w orks o f Leon T ro tsky , who a t every tu rn  o f in te rn a ­
tio n a l events, analyzed, pred icted  and w arned the w o rk ing  
class o f S ta lin ’s p e r f id y ..

F o r those who are no t a lready fa m il ia r  w ith  the w ritin g s  
o f Leon T ro tsky , and especia lly  fo r  the C om m unist P a rty  
m em bers and sym path izers, the La b o r Bookshop and P ioneer 
P ub lishers, both located a t 116 U n ive rs ity  P lace in  N ew Y o rk  
C ity  are o ffe rin g  at special p rices the fo llow ing  books and 
pam phlets. O f m any o f these on ly  a few  copies are ava ilab le  
and readers are urged to take  qu ick  advantage o f th e ir  oppor­
tu n ity  to buy them . M a il o rders should be sent to P ioneer 
P ub lishers.

BOOKS and PAMPHLETS by LEON TROTSKY
The R evolu tion B etrayed  (300 pp.) .........................................$2.50
The T h ird  In te rn a tio n a l A fte r Len in  (357 pp.) .........................98
S ta lin  School o f F a ls ifica tio n  (325 p p .) ............ ................ 1.50
The H is to ry  o f the Russian R evolu tion (1400 pp.) .............. 2.60
M y L ife  (450 pp.) ............................................................................  4.00

*  *  *

S ta lin ism  and Bolshevism  .................................................................10
W hither F rance  ..............................................................................  .35
Lessons o f October (125 pp.) ...........................................................35
In  Defense o f the Soviet U n io n ’ ...................................................... 10
The Suppressed Testam ent o f L e n in ............................................. 15

ON THE MOSCOW TRIALS
Case of Leon T ro tsky—V e rb a tim  R eport o f Dewey Com­

m ission (600 pp.) ............................................................................ 49
N ot G u ilty —V e rd ic t of C om m ission o f In q u iry  (420 pp.) 1.00
B eh ind  the Moscow T ria ls — M a x S hach tm an.....................  .25
I  Stake M y L ife —Leon T ro ts k y ..................................................... 05
Why D id  They “ Confess” ? ........................................................  .10
W orld Voices on the Moscow T r i a ls .............................................15

RUSSIA, SPAIN, PEOPLES FRONT, etc.
W orld R evo lu tion—Rise and F a ll o f the C om m unist In te r ­

na tiona l—C .L.R . Jam es (429 pp.) ......................................$2.50
Russia Tw enty Y ears A fte r—V ic to r Serge (300 p p . ) ............. 98
F ro m  Len in  to S ta lin—V ic to r Serge (112 pp.) ......................... 35
R evo lu tion  and C ounter-R evolu tion in  Spain—

F e lix  M o rro w  (200 pp.) .................................................................50
The Peoples F ro n t—Jam es B u rnham  ............ ......................... 15
Fascism  and B ig  Business— D an ie l G uerin  (340 pp.) ___ 2.00
W ar and the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l ........................  ..........—  .10

ou t the p re va ilin g  wage on 
W PA, and d id  n o t p r in t  his di- 
le c t  s ta tem ent to th a t effect? 
Was S ta lin ism  any be tte r when 
i t  fa ile d  to p r in t a s ingle w ord 
about R oosevelt’s A t t o r n e y  
General M u rp h y ’s a tte m p t to 
fram eup  the W PA s tr ik e rs  in  
M inneapolis, where 103 s tr ik e rs  
are now standing t r ia l  fo r  the 
“ c r im e ”  o f “ s tr ik in g  against 
the gove rnm en t” ?

How p it ifu l,  to  tu rn  back to 
Roosevelt, p rec ise ly  a t the m o­
m en t when he is d r iv in g  th is  
coun try  as ha rd  as he can to ­
w ard  en te ring  the Second W orld 
W ar! To tu rn  to Roosevelt, 
when i t  has become c lea r to 
m ore and m ore o f his trade  un­
ion supporters th a t Roosevelt 
w il l  g ive no m ore crum bs to 
labo r! “ The p resident is now 
d e fin ite ly  a ligned aga inst la ­
b o r” —these are no t our words, 
bu t those o f a conservative 
trade union organ, the St. P au l 
U nion Advocate, fo rm e r ly  a 
Roosevelt supporte r. A re  you, 
who once ca lled yourselves re v ­
o lu tion is ts , going to move to the 
r ig h t o f conserva tive  trade  un­
ionists?

H era ld  o f D ic ta to rsh ip
Jus t look a t R oosevelt’s re ­

cen tly  - appointed W ar Resour­
ces B oard—the board w h ich  
w ill run  th is  coun try  in  tim e  of 
w a r. S te ttin ius , the h ighest o ff i­
c ia l of J. P. M o rgan ’s U.S. Steel 
C orporation, P ra tt  o f D uP on t’s 
General M otors C orporation, 
G eneral Wood, head o f Sears, 
Roebuck & Co., G iffo rd , head o f 
A m erican  Telephone & Te le ­
g raph—these generals o f the 
S ix ty  F a m ilie s , t h e s e  a r e  
R oosevelt’s appointed d ic ta to rs  
fo r the com ing w a r!

No w onder Hugh Johnson 
weeps in  the New Y o rk  W orld- 
T e leg ram  th a t these appo in t­
ments were a b lunder, th a t " to  
lead a coun try  in to  w ar, you 
have to do eve ry th ing  possible 
to c a rry  fu l l  popu lar suppo rt,”  
and th a t Roosevelt’s appo in t­
m ents w il l  lead people to c a ll i t  
“ a M organ-D u P on t w a r per­
sonally -conducted by G eneral 
M otors and U.S. S teel.”  Yes, 
the appoin tm ents were a b lun­
der on R oosevelt’s p a rt—bu t 
whoever he appointed, the w a r 
would be a M organ-D u P ont 
w ar.

R egim e B u ilt  on Lies
A re  Roosevelt’s m ora ls  any 

be tte r than S ta lin ’s? H is re ­
g im e is b u ilt  on lies, like  S ta l­
in ’s. The lies are m ore suave, 
m ore p lausib le , because the 
r ic h  A m erican  p lu toc racy  can 
s t i l l  a ffo rd —fo r the tim e  being
------to pay the overhead costs
of dem ocra tic  fo rm s. B u t the 
lies are ge tting  th in n e r, as the 
w a r comes near. The Roosevelt 
sm ile  is beg inn ing to show its  
teeth.

L ike  the “ New D em ocracy”  
of the “ ra d ic a l”  W ilson, the 
“ New D ea l”  of Roosevelt has 
deluded m any. B u t a t th is  la te  
date, when the New Deal m y th  
is c ra ck in g  w ide open, no t a 
s ingle m ili ta n t should be taken 
in . N e ithe r S ta lin -H itle r nor 
S ta lin-Roosevelt!

E n lis t In  A n ti-W ar F ig h t!
T he re ’s on ly  one w a r w orth  

fig h tin g  fo r—the w a r fo r  the 
libe ra tion  o f h u m a n ity  fro m  the 
yoke o f cap ita lism .

T here ’s on ly one a rm y  w orth  
m a rch ing  in—ne ithe r S ta lin ’s 
nor R oosevelt’s, b u t the a rm y 
of socia l revo lu tion .

E n lis t in  the revo lu tiona ry  
fig h t aga inst w a r!

Join the Socia list W orkers 
P a r ty !

Events Clarify a Question: W h y  
The C. P. Wouldn't Fight the 
Fascists, Feb. 20 and Aug. 19

“ W hat would S ta lin  do in  the event of an agreem ent w ith  
H it le r?  . . .

“ The noisy, hys te rica l and ho llow  cam paign aga inst F as­
cism  w hich  the C om in tern  has been conducting fo r  the la s t 
few  years w il l  be s ly ly  squelched. I t  is  no tew orthy th a t on 
F e b ru a ry  20th when we m obilized considerable masses of 
w orkers  to f ig h t aga inst the A m erican  Nazis, the S ta lin is ts  
refused po in t-b lank to p a rtic ip a te  in  the counter-dem onstra­
tion  w h ich  had nation-w ide repercussions, and they d id  eve ry­
th ing  in  th e ir  power to m in im ize  its  im portance, the reby  g iv ­
ing  a id  to the A m erican  fo llow ers o f H it le r . W hat is there  
behind th is  t ru ly  treacherous po licy? Is  i t  on ly  conservative 
s tu p id ity  and ha tred  o f the F o u rth  In te rna tiona l?  O r is there 
also som ething new. fo r exam ple, the la tes t in s tru c tio n  fro m  
Moscow, recom m ending to M essrs. ’A n ti-F asc is ts ’ th a t they 
muzzle them selves so as no t to  in te rfe re  w ith  the negotia­
tions between Moscow and B e rlin  d ip lom ats? Th is  supposi­
tion  is by no means fa r-fe tched. The nex t few  weeks w il l  
b rin g  v e r if ic a tio n .” —Socia list Appeal, M a rch  28, 1939.

I t  was v e rifie d !
F irs t, by the add itiona l re fusa l o f the S ta lin is ts  to p a r t ic i­

pate in  the August 19 an ti-F asc is t dem onstra tion against the 
Coughlin-Bund parade.

Second, by the H itle r-S ta lin  pac t!

ROOSEVELT PROSECUTION OF WPA 
STRIKERS HIT BY SAILORS UNION

'PEACE' PARADE 
FIZZLES UNDER 
PACT SHADOW

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party

In  a s t i f f  reso lu tion  adopted a t its  m eeting o f J u ly  31, the 
Sailors U nion o f the P a c ific  condemned A tto rney  General M u r­
phy and the en tire  na tiona l a d m in is tra tio n  Tor the c r im in a l p ro ­
ceedings aga inst w orkers  who s tru ck  aga inst W PA wage cuts, 
h itt in g  especia lly a t the “ You can ’t  s tr ike  aga inst the govern­
m e n t”  ta lk  of Roosevelt and h is subordinates.

S ta ting  th a t "one o f the m ost ug ly  a fte rm a ths  of the recent 
W PA s tr ike  is the th re a t by A tto rn e y  G eneral M u rphy  and the 
Roosevelt ad m in is tra tio n  to in s titu te  c r im in a l proceedings”  
aga inst the W PA s tr ike rs , the reso lu tion  continues:

“ W hereas, P res ident Roosevelt, in  o rder to in tim id a te  w o rk ­
ers s tr ik in g  in  defense o f th e ir r ig h ts , declared th a t: ‘You can ’t  
s tr ike  against the gove rnm en t,’ w h ich  he had no r ig h t to do as to 
our knowledge there is no la w  th a t gave h im  the a u th o r ity  to 
abrogate the r ig h t to s tr ike  on any job, w hether pub lic  o r p r i­
vate , and

“ Whereas, I f  we, the m em bers of the Sailors U nion o f the 
P ac ific , p e rm it these d ic ta to r ia l acts to go by unchallenged and 
unprotested, we leave ourselves open to the same th rea ts  of 
c r im in a l prosecution made aga inst the W PA s tr ik e rs  and a ll 
p ickets around f in k  ships, such as the Coldbrook and the  S a ta rtia  
and pickets around f in k  ha lls  w ould have the  same th rea ts  hang­
ing over th e ir heads, and

“ Whereas, I f  th is  is w ha t w e  can expect fro m  the so-called 
‘New D e a l,’ then as fa r  as w orkers  are concerned there  is no 
d ifference between the New Deal and the typ ica l raw  deal th a t 
organized labor has a lw ays gotten fro m  labor-ha ting  bosses and 
po litic ians , there fore  be i t

“ Resolved, T h a t we p ro test the usurpation  o f d ic ta to r ia l pow­
e r im p lic it  in  the th rea ts  to prosecute w orkers  fo r s tr ik in g  to 
defend th e ir  live lihood  and declare th a t we w il l  res is t to the 
u tm ost any a tte m p t a t fasc is t reg im en ta tion  o f A m erican  labor, 
and be i t  fu r th e r

“ Resolved, .That a copy o f th is  reso lu tion be sent to  the P res­
iden t o f the U n ited  States, the A tto rn e y  G enera l, e tc .”

N E W  Y O R K ,  A ugust 27— 
T h a t the H itle r-S ta lin  pac t ju s t 
cou ldn ’t  be ram m ed  down the 
th roa ts  o f the rank  and f i le  
m em bers and sym path ize rs  of 
the C om m unist P a rty  was am p­
ly  dem onstra ted today by the 
annual parade o f the S ta lin is t 
stooge organ iza tion , the A m e r­
ican  League fo r  Peace and 
D em ocracy.

I t  was the f i r s t  p ub lic  a ffa ir  
run  by the S ta lin is ts  since the 
H itle r-S ta lin  pac t and provided 
a p re lim in a ry  tes t o f the effects 
o f the pact on the S ta lin is t o r­
ganizations.

The League bad announced, 
p r io r  to the H it le r-S ta lin  pact, 
th a t 50,000 w ould m arch , and 
had issued an Im posing l is t  of 
120 union groups, as w e ll as 
o ther o rganizations, th a t would 
m arch . L a s t year about 25,000 
to 30,000 m arched in  the parade.

W orkers Jeer
Y esterday, how ever, there 

were 4,000, accord ing  to the o f­
f ic ia l police estim ate , and even 
the League d id  no t c la im  m ore 
than 8,000. There w ere on ly  a 
score o f trade  union banners, 
w ith  sm a ll groups m a rch ing  be­
h ind them .

M in d fu l th a t the parade was 
w ind ing  th rough  the Jew ish 
E as t Side, no t a s ing le  banner 
was ca rr ie d  defending the H it ­
le r-S ta lin  pact. W hat reception 
such banners w ould have re ­
ceived was c lea r enough, a ll 
along the line  o f m arch . C ries 
came fro m  the by-standers: 
"S ta lin  sold o u t Poland to H it­
le r ” . “ H e ll S ta lin ” , ‘W here ’s 
you r new  pa l F r itz  K uhn? ” , 
and “ There go the Sta lin-Bund- 
its . "

A t W ashington Square P a rk , 
where the parade wound up, 
speakers devoted m uch o f th e ir 
tim e  to the one sub ject whch 
had n o t been m entioned in  the 
p lacards and slogans: the H it­
le r-S ta lin  pact.

Get Th is , I f  You Can!
Rev. Thom as L . H a rr is , ex­

ecutive secre ta ry  of the A m e r­
ican League fo r Peace and De­
m ocracy, issued a League 
statement, defending the H it le r-  
S ia lin  pact. In  a lud icrous at­
te m p t to d is tingu ish  the League 
fro m  the S ta lin is t position, the 
s ta tem ent accepted “ o n ly ”  the 
pact, bu t " re g re ts "  the trade  
agreem ent. They sw a llow  the 
cam el and s tra in  a t a gnat!

The paraders were lis tless, 
few  slogans being shouted in 
the custom ary m anner.

Socia lis t Appeals, c a rry in g  
analyses of the H itle r-S ta lin  
pact, sold w e ll along the line  
of m arch .

W ho's Against the War Referendum?

Fascists Agree with Roosevelt
-B y  H A L  D R A P E R .

When the Lud low  resolution 
fo r  a re ferendum  o f the people 
on the dec la ra tion  o f w a r was 
before Congress a year and a 
h a lf ago, the un ited  fro n t o f the 
A m erican  w ar-m ongers thun­
dered t h e i r  denunciations 
aga inst it .  Th is  un ited fro n t in ­
cluded both the D em ocra tic  and 
R epublican parties.

Who received a id  and com ­
fo r t fro m  th is  a ttack  on the w ar 
re ferendum  idea by these g rea t 
"d e m o c ra ts "  who were against 
le ttin g  the people vote on the 
m ost v ita l issue before them ?

The fascists.
The fascists were g leefu l as 

they reported  the a ttacks on 
the re ferendum  by Roosevelt, 
H u ll, and th e ir  R epublican im ­
p e ria lis t co llabora to rs  like  Lan- 
don, Hoover and Stim son. They 
accepted i t  as an endorsem ent

of the ideology of . . . fasc ism . | 
M usso lin i Sees a C onvert

M usso lin i’s personal organ, 
Popolo d 'lta lia ,  in  an e d ito r ia l 
on D ecem ber 27, 1937, ’seized 
the o ppo rtun ity  to dem onstrate 
that, in  re a lly  v ita l m atters', 
the g rea t "d em ocrac ies ”  adopt 
the fasc is ts ’ a ttitude  tow ard  de­
m ocracy :

“ R eferendum s are fine  when 
i t  is a question o f choosing a 
su itab le  spot fo r a town 
foun ta in , bu t when the suprem e 
in terests of a people [m ean ing  
the bosses and p lu tocra ts—H. 
D .j are a t stake, even the m ost 
dem ocra tic  governm ents take 
care no t to tru s t the people’s 
ju d g m e n t.”

The Lud low  am endm ent, 
continued the Popolo d ’Ita lia , 
com m itted  the e rro r o f ta k in g  
dem ocracy seriously, and th is  
exp la ins the opposition o f the 
governm ent and the newspa­
pers.

Nazis Pleased
A couple o f weeks la te r, when 

the w a r re fe rendum  was pushed 
o ff the House agenda and again 
buried in a subcom m ittee , the 
B e rlin e r T ageb la tt, one of 
Goebbels’ ba tte ry  o f loudspeak­
ers, likew ise  added its  ap­
p rova l.

The inc iden t proved, said the 
T ageb la tt, th a t the U n ited  
States G overnm ent and Con­
gress recognized th a t dem ocra­
cy does not w o rk, a t least 
when im p o rta n t decisions are 
to be made. (N . Y . T im es. Jan. 
12. 1938.)

A R EQ UEST

A ll ava ilab le  copies o f Vol. 
3 No. 9 of th is  yea r’s Appeal 
are  needed fo r  purposes of 
b ind ing.

We w duld apprecia te  i t  i f  
Appeal readers w ould  send 
in  as m any copies o f th is  is ­
sue as they m ay have a v a il­
able.

D ire c tly  Helped Fascists
The defeat o f the w a r re fe r­

endum  in  Congress d id  no t 
m e re ly  serve these fascis ts  as 
an op p o rtu n ity  fo r  a sneer. 
They had a m ore  serious p u r­
pose.

In  G erm any, m illio n s  of 
w orkers rea lize  th a t H it le r  is 
p lo ttin g  to use them  m ere ly  as 
cannon fodder in  a w a r w hich 
he is p re p a rin g  over th e ir  
heads. M any o f them  no doubt 
b lam e th is  on the reg im e o f 
fasc is t d ic ta to rsh ip  and fee l 
th a t the res to ra tion  of “ dem oc­
ra c y "  in  G erm any would ena­
ble them  to con tro l the w a r 
steps of the governm ent. L ik e ­
wise in  I ta ly .

Look, say the fascis ts  to 
them : even in  the dem ocra­
cies, even in  the U n ited  States, 
you w ould have no m ore to say 
•ibout the launching  o f w a r than 
you have here. W hy com pla in  
about fasc ism  when Roosevelt 
docs the same th ing? T h is  is 
the weapon th a t Roosevelt gave 
the fascists.

W hat is the answer?
I t  is : The f ig h t to L E T  T H E  

P E O P L E  V O TE  ON W AR  can 
be successful on ly  i f  i t  is  waged 
A G A I N S T  Roosevelt and 
aga inst the governm ent lead­
ers. These do NOT stand fo r  
any k ind  o f rea l dem ocracy; 
where now they deny us the 
r ig h t to vote on w a r, tom orrow  
when w a r has been launched 
over our heads, they w il l  c lam p 
down a fu ll-b low n  w a r d ic ta to r­
ship.

The R eal A lte rn a tive  
They are A F R A ID  o f le ttin g  

the masses o f people exercise 
any rea l ru le . T h e ir job  is to 
safeguard the ru le  o f A m e ric a ’s 
S ix ty  F a m ilie s  behind the fa lse 
fro n t o f dem ocra tic  phrases 
and fo rm s.

O nly a governm ent o f the 
w orkers , by the w orke rs , and 
fo r  the w orkers  is the re a l a l 
te rn a tlve  to boss d ic ta to rsh ip , 
open o r concealed.

By J. R. iriHKKfiKi

The Effects of Capitalist Propaganda
We have seen in  the case o f the Chicago race -rio ts  how b raz­

en ly  c a p ita lis t socie ty can obscure a tru th  hostile  to itse lf, and 
how pe rs is ten tly  i t  propagates lies. L e t us take  another type  of 
c a p ita lis t propaganda, w idespread, gene ra lly  accepted, and pois­
oning the roots  o f the ra d ic a l m ovem ent. I t  is  fash ionable  to  say, 
w ith  a sad shake o f the head, “ Yes, the N egro is bad ly  trea ted  
in  the South, b u t he “ accepts”  it .  A fte r  the revo lu tion , o f course, 
he w il l  be d iffe re n t.

S k il lfu lly  the Southerners spread the doc trine  th a t the eco­
n o m ic  exp lo ita tion , the v ic ious socia l d is c rim in a tio n , the lyn ch ­
in g , a ll these c rim es  aga inst h u m a n ity  the N egro "a cce p ts ”  be­
cause he is a Negro, and there fo re  docile . These Southern Fas­
c is ts  say th a t they know  how to  m anage the N egro.

A nd ye t these lia rs , am ong them selves, use a phrase th a t com ­
p le te ly  con trad ic ts  th is  theory  o f N egro “ acceptance” . I t  is  th is . 
“ I f  you le t a n igger ge t ou t fro m  under con tro l, the re  is  no th ing  
in  the w o rld  you can do b u t k i l l  h im .”  In  o the r w ords: keep the 
Negroes in  chains o r they w il l  b low  th is  socie ty to  pieces.
But the Negroes Do Not “Accept"

T h a t is the rea l tru th . The whole Southern system  is  based 
on the fa c t th a t the N egro does no t “ accep t,”  and the Southern­
er knows i t .  A fte r m ank ind  dom esticated the horse, the dog, the 
cat, and the cow, these ‘ ‘accepted ’ *. There  is  no need to  w o rry  
'about them  any longer. They are tam e. B u t lions and tig e rs , 
even p e rfo rm in g  lions and tige rs , h ig h ly -tra in e d  and tam ed, m en 
keep in  iro n  cages. Who in  h is  senses w ould  say th a t these an i­
m als "a c c e p t”  th e ir  c a p tiv ity?  They are som etim es beaten in to  
pass iv ity . T e rro rized , they  ea t fro m  the  keeper’s hand. B u t he 
keeps them  in  the cage. F o r he knows tha t, g iven the s ligh tes t 
oppo rtun ity , they w ould  th row  o ff th e ir  d o c ility  and s tr ik e  r ig h t 
and le ft  lik e  any w ild  beast in  the Jungle. T h a t is the s itua tion  
o f the N egro in  the South. F o r the la s t seventy-five  years, he 
has been caged.

There is no need to deal here w ith  the long h is to ry  o f the 
Negro revo lts , the thousands who ra n  aw ay, who k ille d  th e ir  
m asters, m u tila te d  them selves, com m itted  su ic ide, set f i re  to 
p lan ta tions, to c ities , and even to whole d is tr ic ts . Those we sha ll 
tre a t elsewhere. B u t one m onum enta l fab le  we m us t puncture  
a t once, th a t the N egro slaves d u rin g  the C iv il W ar, even those 
who rem a ined  behind, w ere lo ya l to  th e ir  m asters.

Th is  is the ta le : The g a lla n t Southerners w ent fo r th  to w a r 
leav ing  behind th e ir w ives and daughters in  the p ro tec tion  o f 
th e ir  fa ith fu l and a ffectionate  s lave*. L o ve ly  s tu ff. F o r fools 
and readers of "G one W ith  the W ind ” , f i lm  fans, and re vo lu ­
tionaries  who do not rea lize  how pro found ly , pe rs is ten tly  and 
m a lic io u s ly  the bourgeoisie imposes its  ideas.
Facts Are Quite Different

When the Southerners passed th e ir  f i r s t  conscrip tion  ac t in  
1862, they le ft  behind one w h ite  m an fo r  eve ry  tw e n ty  slaves. 
L a te r they m ade i t  one fo r  eve ry  fifte e n . R ig id  p a tro l duties were 
enforced to keep in  sub jection  those supposedly so loya l slaves. 
Owners sent overseers to m anage these loya l slaves. In  add i­
tion , fo r  eve ry  tw en ty -five  slaves, there  was one N egro d r iv e r. 
F o r every  f i f t y  slaves, there  was one w h ite  overseer. F o r every  
hundred slaves, the re  was one m anager. F o r every  e ig h t hun­
dred slaves, the re  was a superin tendent. F o r eve ry  tw o thousand 
fo u r hundred slaves, there was a d ire c to r. A n  o ff ic e r would 
place a body o f c a v a lry  around labo ring  slaves; another w ould 
pu t them  under lock and key ..with a heavy gua rd .on  evenings. 
And ye t these lo ya l Negroes deserted to the N o rth e rn  A rm y . A ll 
the a rra y  o f m anagers, d irec to rs , superintendents, locks and 
keys and guards could not keep them . So m uch fo r  the lo y a lty  
and the “ acceptance” .

Today, does the Southerner have fa ith  in  the lo y a lty  and d o c il­
i ty  o f the Negro? I t  is n ’t  on ly  th a t the Negro is prevented fro m  
vo ting , is  d riven  in to  econom ic se rv itude , is segregated. Is 
lynched. The Southerners w atch  h im  as i f  they  expected a re v ­
o lu tion  every  day. A loaded p is to l faces h im  a t every tu rn . In  
ce rta in  Southern c ities , i f  he a ttem pts to come ou t o f a bus by 
the fro n t door, he faces the p is to l b a rre l o f a w h ite  po licem an. 
And he knows th a t the po licem an w il l  f ire ,  so he tu rns  and goes 
ou t a t the back. A Negro fa rm e r who does w e ll and begins to 
look prosperous, is  w arned, and i f  he continues w ith  th is  c rim e , 
■he is beaten and d rive n  out o f the d is tr ic t in  fe a r o f h is l ife . A 
Negro po licem an fro m  W ashington re v is its  the  South and, going 
fo r a ride , w ears r id in g  breeches. He is  fo rced  to take  them  o ff.

M any Negroes were beaten and some w ere lynched fo r  w ear­
ing  th e ir  p riva te  un ifo rm s a fte r the w a r. In  s m a ll th ings and In  
la rge  i t  is the same s to ry . W hat does i t  mean? W hat cou ld  i t  
m ean bu t th a t the w hites have a desperate fe a r o f these so-caUed 
loya l, so-called docile , so-called “ accep ting ”  Negroes. “ I f  you 
le t a n ig g e r get ou t fro m  under con tro l, there  is no th ing  in  the 
w o rld  you can do bu t k i l l  h im .”  They a t least have no illus ions  
about N egro “ acceptance” .
They Await the Call to Action

Doubtless there  are m any Negroes in  the South who are 
cowed and p o lit ic a lly  backw ard , who see no w ay out, and who 
th in k  th a t to be trodden  underfoo t is the fa te  o f the N egro. B u t 
the desire  fo r  action  is  v e ry  near the surface. T h a t s itua tion  can 
change ove rn igh t. M any o f the boldest em ig ra te . B u t m any thou­
sands, who fee l the b itte rness o f th e ir  position, are  s t i l l  in  the 
South. A ll a round is bourgeois dem ocracy and a ce rta in  p o lit ic a l 
and socia l freedom  fo r  w hites. Some read the N egro press and 
see how th e ir  fr iends  and re la tions  in  the  N o rth  day to  day w in  
a few  m ore p riv ileges . There are enough o f them  to  g ive  th a t 
lead w h ich  trans fo rm s the masses. A nd th a t is  the reason fo r  the 
r ig id  te r ro r , the con tro l by Southern w hites. We on ly  help them  
by ta lk in g  about the Negro "accep tance ” . I f  when we say they 
accept we m ean they s u b m it to  fo rce , then we are saying  w ha t 
is true , b u t we are saying  i t  v e ry  bad ly. F o r when the  bourgeois 
says th a t the Negro accepts, he m eans the Negro is  contented 
w ith  h is lo t in  the South, th a t he is  contented because he is  a 
Negro, and Negroes are happ iest th a t w ay. And th a t is a brazen 
and abom inable  lie .

Quite recen tly  the press was f i l le d  w ith  accounts o f how the 
Negroes in  M ia m i defied the K u  K lu x  K la n  and voted. B u t i t  
was m any weeks a fte r before the leader o f the M ia m i Negroes 
disclosed in  an in te rv ie w  how, a t the he igh t o f the ag ita tion , the  
Negroes sa t up w a itin g  fo r  the K la n  w ith  th e ir  W inchester r if le s  
across th e ir  knees. B u t none o f the ca p ita lis t papers p rin te d  
tha t. The Southern Fascists  suppress every exam ple  o f Negro 
m ilita n c y . They w an t everyone to believe th a t Negroes "a c c e p t” . 
We, how ever, are no t going to a llow  ourselves to be duped by 
the p ass iv ity  o f the te rro rize d  Negroes. “ I f  you le t a n igger get 
ou t fro m  under con tro l, there is  no th ing  in  the w o rld  you can do 
bu t k i l l  h im ” . Good. T h a t we accept. We sha ll s trugg le  side by 
side w ith  the Negro to b reak th a t con tro l. F o r the N egro o u t o f 
“ co n tro l”  can k i l l  as w e ll as be k ille d .

Browderette
E a rl B row der was asked by a 

m em ber o f his audience a t the 
In s titu te  of P ub lic  A ffa irs  in 
C harlo ttesv ille , V a., J u ly  5:

“ Is  the re  any poss ib ility , as 
has been often suggested, o f the 
Soviet U nion en te ring  in to  an 
agreem ent w ith  G e rm a n y? ”  

Com rade B row de r was qu ick  
w ith  reassurance:

“ The m ost ac tive  source o f 
such ru m o rs ,”  he rep lied , “ is 
B e rlin , w h ich  has hopes o f con­
fus ing  the dem ocracies w ith  
such stories. There is  about as 
m uch chance o f such an agree­

m ent as o f E a r l B row de r being 
elected p res iden t o f the A m e ri­
can C ham ber o f C om m erce.”

(F ro m  the N ew Y o rk  W orld - 
T e leg ram , A ugust 26, 1939)
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FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A job  and a decent l iv in g  fo r every w orke r.
2. Open the id le  facto ries— operate them  under 

w o rke rs ’ contro l.
3. A T w e n ty -B illio n  d o lla r F ede ra l pub lic  w o rk * 

and housing p rog ram .
4. T h ir ty - th ir ty !  $30-weekly m in im u m  wage— 

30-hour w eekly m a x im u m  fo r a ll w o rke rs  on 
a ll job*.

9. T h ir ty  d o lla r w eekly old-age and d isa b ility  
pension.

6. E xp ro p ria te  the S ixty F a m ilie s .
7. A ll w a r funds to the unem ployed.
| .  A people's re fe rendum  on any and a ll w * r * .
». No secret d ip lom acy.

10. An Independent Labor P a rty .
11. W orkers ’ Defense G uards against v ig ila n te  

and Fasc is t a ttacks.
12. F u ll  socia l, p o lit ic a l and econom ic equa lity  

fo r  the Negro people.

entry into the war, to permit such “ luxuries”  as 
the w ill o f the people.

How far along they— the American govern­
ment and the capitalist class it  represents— are 
on the road to war, is evidenced by the brazen 
speech in Boston, August 28, o f Louis Johnson, 
Assistant Secretary o f W ar, denouncing the ex­
isting neutrality legislation as “ very nearly equi­
valent to presenting Germany w ith an Atlantic 
fleet.”

Johnson wants to present the British and 
French Empires with, not only the equivalent of 
an Atlantic fleet, but w ith the Atlantic and Paci­
fic fleets of the United States and as many m il­
lion troops as he can draft, equip and train.

W h y  They W ant W ar
W hy does Assistant Secretary of W ar John­

son— who o f course speaks in such matters for 
President Roosevelt— want to put us into this 
war?

The war propaganda machine gives very ideal­
istic reasons for going to war. “ The real issue” 
is the title o f a New Y ork Times editorial, Aug­
ust 28, and the real issue, it says, is “ whether or 
not IHerr H itle r’s personal system of rule in Ger­
many and its methods are to be allowed to poison 
everybody’s life .”

And the day before, the Times described the 
coming war as ‘a titanic struggle between dem­
ocracy and totalitarianism."

Lies, lies, lies.
The answer to Johnson, Roosevelt, the New 

York Times and the rest of the war mongers 
can be given in the words o f one o f the few big 
daily papers which hasn’t gone over to tli£ war—  
yet. Reflecting the overwhelming anti-war senti­
ment o f the Middle West, the Minneapolis 
Morning Tribune, August 25, said editorially:

“ I t  is nothing less than absurd to say that 
either England and France w ill go to war to 
prevent H itle r from doing a moral, economic or 
political wrong to Poland. I f  such be the present 
case, it is the first time in the long, and rather 
bloody history of both these nations, who have

Champions of Peace and Democracy!

Workers! On Guard 
Against F.D.R. Plot 
To Drag U.S. into War

(Continued fro m  Page 1)

Are we going to allow the lessons o f 1917 to 
be so easily forgotten? Are we going to be taken managed in ^  way or the other to grab off 
ip  sgain by the 1917 bunk about “ fight,ng to r ^  of ,he carth.
democracy and a war to  end war ? . ,

, . , , , “ Pious platitudes, of course, are welling up in
As a matter of fact, proof exists that the les- ■ , „  , . ^

sons o f 1917 have N O T been forgotten. This every European chancellery, and popular emo-
•proof sticks like a bone in the throat o f every tions are being whipped up to a white froth of 
War-monger, forcing him to talk at this stage bellicosity by them. But it  liehooves the Ameri- 
only about “ practical help”  to one of the war- can people never to lose sight o f the fact that
r 'ng groups in the form o f war supplies, hoping tieither the ̂ democracies nor the totalitarian states 
that we w ill get in so deep that we w ill have to

Stalinists Suffer Full Effect of 
Pact at Teachers Convention

go the whole way.
This proof is there, for everyone to see, in the 

Gallup and Fortune polls.

The People Went No War
In the Fortune survey, in reply to the question 

whether, i f  France and England go to war, we 
should “ send our army and navy abroad to help

of Europe go to war for a principle. They go to 
war for a profit, either to gain a greater profit or 
to maintain the profit they have already gained, 
in some previous war.

“ The sublimation o f the profit motive into 
self-sacrificing righteousness is one of the neat­
est tricks o f war politics. . . .

“ We should remember that not so very long
them,”  only 3 per cent of those asked thought we ago we fervently elected a president because he

kept us out o f war, only to find ourselves en­
thusiastically in that war in h few months, and 
that we aren’t out of it  yet.”

I t  took ju s t about fo r ty -e ig h t hours fo r  the be lly - 
c raw lings  o f the S ta lin is t hangers-on to  begin. F o r 
the f i r s t  day fo llo w in g  the announcem ent o f the 
P act, they were too stunned to be heard fro m ; 
the f i r s t  day fo llow ing  the announcem ent o f the 
Wednesday the procession had s ta rted , led by the 
c rin g in g  w hine o f Heywood B roun  and F reda 
K irch w e y , fo llow ed p ro m p tly  on Thursday by the 
e d ito r ia l w h im pers  of the N a tion  and the N ew  Re­
pub lic . Soon they  w il l  be tra m p lin g  each other, 
choking the road back to the com fo rting  she lte r 
o f the good o ld Red, W hite and B lue ; and the a ir  
w il l  be deafened w ith  th e ir  yow ls.

P ic tu re  the anguish in  H o llyw ood! W hat a la m ­
entable d isaster fo r  the brave cham pions (at 
$5,000 a week) o f the A n ti-N az i League and the 
thousand-and-one com m ittees, fo r  the Jam es Cag­
neys and D oro thy  P a rke rs  and M ir ia m  Hoplcins 
and D onald Ogden S tew arts  and Joan C raw fords 
and F ra n ch o t Tones!

And th in k , w ith  a te a r o r tw o, o f the pa ined d is­
tress of bold w rite rs  and a rt is ts  and professors and 
bishops whose names adorned the s ta tione ry  o f the 
N o rth  A m erican  C om m ittee to A id  Spanish Dem oc­
ra cy  and the F riends  o f the A b raham  L in co ln  B r ig ­
ade and the A m erican  League fo r  Peace and De­
m ocracy and the W rite rs ’ Congress and a ll the 
o ther p lay-com m ittees o f the G .P .U .!

B u t, m ost em barrass ing  o f a ll, m ost needing our 
sym pa thy, is the p red icam en t of those who signed 
the “ S tatem ent o f 400’ ’ . T h is  s ta tem ent, fo r  w hich 
s ignatures have been gathered d u ring  the past fo u r 
m onths, was designed to  defend the Sovie t U nion 
( th a t is, S ta lin ) w ith  its  dem ocracy and its  “ peace 
p o lic y ”  fro m  the slanders o f the League fo r  C u l­
tu ra l F reedom . B y  a ch a rm in g  stroke o f iro n y , 
la rge  excerpts fro m  the s ta tem ent, toge ther w ith  
an app rov ing  e d ito r ia l com m ent, appeared in  the 
issue o f the N ew  R epublic  w h ich  is pre-dated A ug­
ust 23rd—the day the p a c t was signed.

should do so immediately, 25 per cent thought 
we should do so “ only i f  it is clear they are los­
ing,”  6 or 7 per cent were undecided, A N D  66 
PER C EN T T H O U G H T  W E  S H O U LD  
N O T SEND OUR A R M Y  A N D  N A V Y  
ACROSS A T  A LL .

In  the Gallup polls, up to 75 per cent declared

The 'New  Democracy' in 1917
Not so enthusiastically did we enter that last 

their'opposition to our sending troops to fight in  war They couldn’t get more than a trickle <Jf
Americans to voluntarily enlist. The “ New Dem­
ocracy”  o f Wilson had to resort to the draft to 
dragoon enough soldiers for the slaughter. The 
“ New Democracy” had to fill the jails of Amer­
ica with opponents of the war because it did not 

the Fortune and Gallup polls is a sentiment dare permit free speech— that’s how little real

i Europe’s battles.
And since, as everybody knows— even the 

Stalinists who pretend otherwise— there isn’t a 
combination o f powers in the world that can 
successfully invade the continental United 
States, the sentiment of the people expressed in

against all conceivable wars that the United 
States might, participate in.

I t  is this powerful anti-war sentiment, this 
mass opposition to American entry into any war, 
which the war propaganda machine is now des­
perately attempting to pervert, to stifle, to des­
troy.

A ll the war-mongers know that the American 
people w ill not w illingly consent to be sent to 
the slaughter-houses across the sea.

They A re Afraid of the People
That’s why all the war-mongers are against 

our demand to LE T  T H E  PEO PLE V O T E  
ON W A R ! L E T  T H E  PEO PLE D E C ID E !

That’s why all the war-mongers are opposed 
to our proposal to take the war-making power 
away from Congress and put it in the hands of 
the people, by a direct, popular referendum.

That’s why Roosevelt last year raised a lynch 
spirit against Congressional proponents o f the 
Ludlow amendment for a popular referendum on 
war, even though the Ludlow amendment left 
all kinds of loopholes.

That’s why no Congressman has introduced 
an amendment for a popular referendum on war 
free o f the loopholes contained in the Ludlow 
amendment.

They are all A F R A ID  to permit the W IL L  
OF T H E  PEO PLE to express itse lf!

They are too close to the war, they are too 
far along in their preparations for American

enthusiasm there was for that war.
And there w ill be even less enthusiasm in 

America for the Second W orld War. For more 
and more people are coming to understand clearly 
that the war is not a war o f “ democracy”  against 
“ totalitarianism,”  that “ ideologies”  are not the 
cause o f the conflict, but that the war is a war 
between two gangs o f imperialist bandits.

The American people want no part in this 
w a r!

I f  the American war-mongers deny this, then 
let them submit the question to the decisive test:

Let the people vote on war! Let the 
people decide!

Take the war-making power away 
from Congress and put it in the hands 
of the people!

Democracy?
French papers of the left, including the anar­

chist, syndicalist, le ft socialist, and the press of 
the P.S.O.P. (Socialist Party of Workers and 
Peasants) have been suppressed by the French 
Government. A ll nationalist papers in the North 
African colonies have likewise been suppressed..

Le Populaire, organ o f the pro-war Socialist 
Party, is the only paper untouched.

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
pact. The f i r s t  e ffe c t was the 
collapse o f the S ta lin is t cha rac­
ter-assassination c a m p a i g n  
aga inst Counts.

U p to the eve of the conven­
tion . the S ta lin is ts  had de­
nounced Counts as a “ red -ba it­
e r " ,  an enem y o f the Soviet 
U nion, etc. B u t they toned down 
a t the convention.

T h e ,S ta lin is t delegates, when 
the pact news a rr iv e d , w ent 
about w ith  g lum  faoes and re ­
fused to ta lk  about the news. In  
the com m ittees, a w o rd  about 
the im p lica tions  of the H it le r- 
S ta lin  pac t was enough to 
m ake a tough S ta lin is t leader 
qu ie t down

A lthough th ree  tim es th is  
year the S ta lin is ts  had defeated 
such a reso lu tion in  N ew Y o rk  
loca l m eetings, the huge S ta lin ­
is t delegation fro m  New Y o rk  
did not dare to vote aga inst a 
reso lu tion condem ning m i l i ta r i ­
zation o f the schools.

The usual S ta lin is t reso lu tion 
supporting  the Roosevelt ad­
m in is tra tio n  was so a lte red  in ] 
com m ittee  and on the flo o r th a t 
its  f in a l passage was m eaning­
less, fo r  i t  m e re ly  recognized 
spec ific  “ progressive po lic ies”  
o f the New D eal, such as the 
W agner A c t and socia l secu rity . 

D efeat W ar R eferendum  
One o f the few  questions on 

w hich the S ta lin is ts  rem ained 
f i r m  was the proposal to le t the 
people vote on the w a r ques­
tion. They voted i t  down w ith ­
ou t a rgu ing  fo r  th e ir  position.

B u t m any o f them  squ irm ed 
as a New Y o rk  Independent, a r­
gu ing fo r the re fe rendum , de­
fe rre d  to the H itle r-S ta lin  pact 
as an exam ple o f the sh iftin g  
lineups and the resu lting  im pos­
s ib il ity  o f know ing fo r w ha t and 
whom  A m erica  w ould fig h t.

The S ta lin is ts  rem ained f irm , 
also, in  th e ir  vengefu l a ttitude  
tow ard  F red  Beal, Gastonia 
s tr ike -leade r now se rv ing  a 20- 
year te rm  in  N o rth  C aro lina  as 
a re su lt o f a fram eup . Because 
he broke w ith  S ta lin ism , the 
S ta lin is ts  tab led  a resolution 
asking a pardon fo r  Beal. 

Independents Lead F ig h t 
The f ig h t aga inst the S ta lin ­

ists was led by the Independent 
Group o f Loca l 5, New Y o rk , 
and th e ir  a llies  in  the New Y o rk  
College loca l and in  P h ila d e l­
phia. The Independents’ accu­
ra te  pred ic tions, th e ir  a b ility  to 
fe r re t o u t S ta lin is t m aneuvers, 
and th e ir  insistence on standing 
on p rinc ip les , made them  fo r 
the f i r s t  tim e , in  spite o f th e ir  
sm a ll num bers, a pow erfu l 
force.

The m a in  p rob lem  o f the In ­
dependents was, no t the S ta lin ­
is ts  whom  they could f ig h t 
head-on, bu t the S ocia lis t P a r­
ty  big shots fro m  outside New 
Y o rk  who, led by those o f th e ir 
candidates who were m ost 
doub tfu l o f re-e lection to the 
E xecu tive  C ouncil, entered in to  
negotiations w ith  the S ta lin is ts  
fo r a com prom ise slate.

So set fo r  com prom ise were 
these Socialists th a t they jo ined 
the S ta lin is ts  in  denying ere 
dcn tia ls  and re fus ing  seats to 
three Independent a lternates— 
tyro o f them  Socialists— on the 
b land lie  th a t the re  were no a l­
ternates and never had been.

ists and th e ir  a llies  had an ac­
c iden ta l m a jo r ity  because of 
the absence of one v ice -p res i­
dent. B u t the Council, a fte r a 
long hearing , voted unanim ous­
ly  n o t to seat the a lte rna tes, 
and gave the votes o f the m iss­
ing  delegates to the S ta lin is ts ! 

G et Double-Cross 
Th is  d isp lay o f c rin g in g  d id 

the Thom as Socia lists no good. 
The S ta lin is ts  p ro m p tly  double- 
crossed them  on the conven­
tion  flo o r by m ak ing  fac tiona l 
speeches fo r the S ta lin is t cand i­
dates, and the deal was broken 
o ff.

Even so, on ly  one of the im ­
p o rta n t Socia lists spoke fo r 
Counts on the convention floo r. 
Had they had the sense to iden­
t i fy  them selves en thus ias tica lly  
w ith  Counts and h is p rog ram  
some o f the Socia lists m ig h t 
have been ca rr ie d  along. As i t  
was, they ran  behind h im  fro m  
24 to 55 votes.

Progressive M a jo r ity  L ike ly
How Counts w il l  be able to

w ork w ith  the new E xecu tive  
Council is no t c le a r in  advance. 
F ive  o f the Council a re  d e fin ite ­
ly  an ti-S ta lin is t, s ix  c le a rly  pro- 
S ta lin is t, and five  unde te rm in ­
ed. though these fiv e  were 
elected w ith  S ta lin is t votes. 
Th is  is a ve ry  d iffe re n t p ic tu re ; 
fro m  the 8-8 deadlock o f la s t 
year, w hich para lyzed the un-| 
ion.

I t  is  e n tire ly  possible tha t, 
w ith  defections am ong in te lle c ­
tua ls fro m  the S ta lin is ts  due 
to the H it le r-S ta lin  pact, the 
doub tfu l m em bers o f the Coun-j 
c il m ay tu rn  tow ard  Counts.

The Independents o f New 
Y ork have shown the w ay and, 
by no t com prom is ing  w ith  the| 
S ta lin is ts , have gained im ­
m ensely in  prestige. I f  teachers 
elsewhere can fo llo w  the  sam el 
course, w ith  w o rld  events shak­
ing the S ta lin is t m achine to its  
base, a period  o f unpara lle led  
g row th  and m ilita n c y  can be 
expected fo r  the A m erican  Fed ­
e ra tion  o f Teachers.

SOCIAL DEMOCRATS IN WAR RALLY 
UNDER GUISE OF PACT MEETING

NEW  Y O R K —A m eeting to 
whoop i t  up fo r  the w a r was 
held in  Town H a ll F r id a y  even­
ing  by the Socia l-D em ocra tic  
Federa tion .

The ostensible purpose o f the 
m eeting was to discuss the H it ­
le r-S ta lin  tre a ty , b u l th a t was

post-w ar hys te ria , they th rew  
anybody labe lled S oc ia lis t ou t 
o f the New Y o rk  s ta te  leg is la ­
tu re  ,who tr ie d  to c ra w l back 
by c a l l i n g  the reac tiona ry  
A m erican  reg im e o f those years 
a “ peoples gove rnm en t”  — he 
dared to denounce the O ctober

on ly inc iden ta l to  a series o f re - R evo lu tion !
c ru itin g  speeches fo r the “ w ar 
fo r dem ocracy.”

F o rtu n a te ly , of the five  hun­
dred people in  the h a ll (adm is­
sion was free) there  were no t 
m ore than tw o dozen young 
people. Addressing th is  sm a ll 
audience o f docile o ldsters, the 
leaders o f the Socia l-D em ocra t­
ic Federa tion—a ll past f ig h tin g  
age — showed th e ir de te rm ina ­
tion  to fig h t, to the la s t drop of 
the younger genera tion ’s blood, 
fo r  the B r itis h , F rench  and 
A m erican  em pires.

H e ’s Tough—Now 
A p a rt ic u la r ly  repu ls ive  spec­

tacle was D r. B runo  K a m n it 
s;er, G erm an S ocia l-D em ocratic 
leader. One of those who were 
too ye llow  to f ig h t aga inst H it ­
le r ’s rise  to power, he now p ro ­
poses to re tu rn  to h is fa t  sa la r­
ies in  G erm any behind the bay­
onets of im p e r ia lis t invaders. 
And in  exchange, he assured 
the audience th a t the com ing 
w a r “ w il l  be between dem oc­
ra cy  on the one side, and com ­
m un ism  and fasc ism  on the 
o th e r.”

W ar fo r  re -d iv is ion  o f the 
w orld , fo r  m arke ts , fo r  b ig ­
ger p ro fits , fo r  m ore co lon ia l 
slaves? P erish  the though t! 
“ We m ust o ffe r a ll our re ­
sources to the dem ocrac ies !”  
scream ed Judge Jacob Panken 
o f  t h e  Dom estic Relations 
C ourt. “ We never fough t a 
w a r,”  he swore, “ exoept fo r 
id e a lis m !”

B rave— A ga inst R evolution
Louis W ald m an ju s tif ie d  the 

com ing w a r by—condem ning

H is  venom  aga inst the O cto­
ber R evo lu tion  was on ly  equal­
led by h is tender rega rd  fo r  the 
ru le rs  of B r ita in  and F rance .

In  being “ inv ited  to s it  down 
w ith  the dem ocracies and sign 
an agreem ent to defend peo 
pies and te r r ito r ie s  fro m  w an­
ton, law less, c r im in a l in va ­
s ion ,”  said he, “ Russia had 
been inv ited  to p ro te c t c iv il iz a ­
t io n !”  I f  S ta lin  had on ly  jo ined 
W a ldm an ’s gang, i t  was c lear, 
S ta lin  w ould have been thereby 
p u rifie d . As indeed, S ta lin  was 
p u rifie d  by W a ldm an ’s E uro  
pean colleagues, B lu m , C aba l 
le ro , e tc., ju s t so long as they 
w orked together.

These assembled hypocrites 
fre e ly  o ffered up, no t th e ir  own 
aged hides, b u t the lives  of 
A m erican  youth “ liv in g  under 
the p ro tection  o f the S tars and 
S tripes .”  as W aldm an p u t i t  
W ith a tre m o r in  h is voice. And 
the backwash of the ex-socia lis t 
m ovem ent applauded w ith  as 
m uch v igo r as i t  could m uster

_______ _____ ____________ Len in  and T ro ts k y ! T h is  cow-
When the case c$m e up to the la rd , who cringed before h is re- 
E xecu tive  Council, the Socia l-1 actiona ry  judges when. In the

D E F IN IT IO N
F ro m  the m idd le  West comes 

the s to ry , said to be true , o f the 
union o rgan izer who, when ask 
ed w hat h is p o lit ic a l connec 
tions were, rep lied  th a t he was 
a T ro tsky is t. When the ques 
tion ing  w o rke r demanded a fu l l  
e r exp lanation , the T ro ts k y is t 
s ta rted  to expound the p rog ram  
o f his group, whereupon the 
w orke r cu t h im  sho rt by re 
m a rk in g : “ Oh sure, I  know 
now: you ’re one o f them  fe l­
lows the C om m unists ca ll 
■red’ .”

(F ro m  the New R epublic 
A ugust 26, 1939)

O f those fo u r hundred, are there  today h a lf a 
dozen who w ould not g ive th e ir  r ig h t eye to be able 
to prove th e ir s ignatures a fo rge ry?

These people, m ind  you, are the  M o ra lis ts , these 
the ones who use th e ir  m ost r in g in g  abstractions 
to denounce—the " im m o ra l ity ”  and “ a -m o ra lity ”  
o f the revo lu tion is ts .

W ho Is Betrayed?
They have been, you see, “ be trayed ” . S ta lin  has 

betrayed them . There fore  . . . the re fo re , they 
plead, take  p ity  on us, fo r  we are the innocent 
v ic tim s .

There are, i t  is true , m illio n s  and hundreds of 
m illio n s  who have been betrayed, m ost te r r ib ly  
betrayed, by  S ta lin ’s pac t w ith  H it le r :  the w orld  
p ro le ta r ia t, the peasants and poor fa rm e rs , the co l­
on ia l peoples, the  Jews o f the whole w o rld , yes and 
the s im p le , honest in te lle c tua ls  and professionals 
and sincere lib e ra ls . B u t, search as hard  as I  can, 
I  do no t fin d  the names o f our fine-fea thered 
fr iends  am ong the long l is t  o f the betrayed.

I  fin d  th e ir  nam es, ra th e r, on the roste r o f the 
ac tive  agents o f the be trayer.

Yes, fo r  tens and hundreds of thousands o f s in ­
cere persons, in c lu d in g  m any m any w orke rs , who 
read th e ir  m agazines, listened a t th e ir  m eetings, 
bought th e ir  books, believed and tru s te d  them , they 
are e xa c tly  the ones who made S ta lin ’s b e tra y ­
a l possible. I t  was they who, openly o r by  lies or 
by silence, defended the Moscow T r ia ls  and fough t 
the e ffo rt to le t the w o rld  know the tru th  about the 
tr ia ls . I t  was they who h id  the tru th  about w hat 
was happening w ith in  the Sovie t U n ion , and 
spread the hideous falsehoods about its  dem ocracy 
and p len ty . I t  was they who helped p u t across the 
in fam ies  o f the P opu la r F ro n t, and aided the 
G .P .U ., in  th e ir own w ay, in  its  destruction  o f the 
Spanish w orkers . I t  was they who covered th*- 
blood and guns o f S ta lin ism , covered the s te r „  to  
the pact, w ith  a m antle  o f re sp e c ta b ility  and ideals 
and m o ra lity .

W hat else have they been doing fo r the past five  
years?

No, they have not been betrayed. T h e ir readers 
and audiences have been be trayed : b u t they  are 
the agents and tools and stooges o f the arch-be­
tra ye r.

A ll d ishonor to them ! A ll contem pt, a ll the  re ­
vu ls ion  w h ich  we are capable of fee ling !

The New Popular Stooge Front
Do you th ink  these people feel shame fo r  th e ir 

past, th a t they have learned even a l it t le  fro m  
w ha t has happened? Do not be deceived: they  are 
im m une to shame, s te rilized  fro m  lea rn ing . I f  the 
ed ito rs of the N a tion  and the New R epublic were 
sensitive to even the shadow of shame, do you th ink  
they could pub lish  even a s ingle issue m ore  of 
th e ir  magazines a fte r w ha t has now been made 
clear?

No, they lie  and g rove l to o rder, these people. 
They are no t happy unless they have th e ir  fu l l  quo­
ta o f lies and g ro ve llin g , and they are hungry 
w ith o u t s u ff ic ie n tly  d ir ty  boots to lic k .

They never loved, but a lw ays hated the w o rke rs ' 
revo lu tion . They loved on ly  S ta lin—the established 
pow er, the sta tus quo—the hangm an o f the  revo lu ­
tio n : and they licked  h is boots on ly  w h ile  they 
were alongside those o f the m asters a t hom e: the 
ru le rs  o f im p e ria lis t A m e rica .

Now the boots are on opposite sides o f the stree t. 
And they know, never fea r, w hich p a ir  can k ick  
them  hardest. T hey w il l  now—w ith  w ha t lig h tn in g  
speed!—w rap  them selves seven-fold in  the  red, 
w h ite  and blue, and p ros tra te  them selves a t the 
feet o f the m aste r a t home.

They w il l  be the spokesmen, the m ost eager and 
the loudest spokesmen, fo r  a wave o f chauvin ism  
such as th is  coun try  has never known. Soon they 
w il l  te ll us th a t they knew a ll along th a t "co m m u ­
n ism  and fasc ism  are a t bo ttom  one and the 
sam e” , and th a t “ n a tu ra lly ”  S ta lin  and H it le r  got 
together. You m ust, they w il l  shout fro m  the house­
tops. shed your lifeb lood fo r  D EM O C R AC Y and 
F R E E D O M  and the A M E R IC A N  W A Y . Yes, and 
fo r  M O R A L IT Y —the m o ra lity , o f course, o f the 
S ix ty  F a m ilie s , w hich, since they are A m erican  
p a trio ts , is so d ia m e tr ic  an opposite of the  m o ra lity  
o f T O T A L IT A R IA N IS M .


