
Plain Speaking On 
Czechoslovakia

---------------------------  An Editorial ---------------------------- -

What is the plain, blunt truth about Czechoslovakia?
Czechoslovakia is one of the monstrous national abortions 

produced by the labors of the infamous Versailles Conference.
It was constructed, in total disregard of the interests of the 

workers and peasants included within its national boundaries, to 
serve the plans and needs of the dominant Allied powers and of 
the Czech big bourgeoisie.

France and Great Britain believed that Czechoslovakia could 
serve as a barrier to German relations with the rich agricultural 
and mineral territories to her west and south, thus preserving 
those territories as outlets for surplus French and British capital.

A WEAPON FOR EXPLOITATION
The Czech bourgeoisie saw in the new state a splendid wea­

pon not merely for the exploitation of Ih .ir own race, but for 
the super-exploitation of the workers and peasants of the various 
''minorities" — which together constitute a decisive majority of 
the Czechoslovakian population.

Czechoslovakia is not in the least a "colonial" or "semi­
colonial” nation.

It is a nation of big capital, with mighty monopolies like 
the Bata Shoe Company, the Skoda Munitions Works and the 
huge textile concerns grinding down the workers, and keeping 
the masses of the peasantry in poverty and dejection.

It is, moreover, an integral part of the world imperialist 
system, with a thousand economic and political ties to the great 
imperialist powers.

Czechoslovakia’s "democracy”  has never been more than a 
shabby cloak for advanced capitalist exploitation.

W H AT CAN OUR PERSPECTIVE BE?
From the beginning, the only solution for the workers 3nd 

peasants of all nationalities and races within Czechoslovakia lay 
in firm  revolutionary class unity in the light of the perspective 
of the European revolution, of the United Socialist States of 
Europe.

This remains the sole solution and the sole perspective.
This perspective necessarily entails the firmest revolutionary 

opposition to the Czechoslovakian bourgeois state, under any and 
all circumstances.

First the Social Democracy, and then the Stalinists, destroyed 
the basis for this solution and hid this perspective.

They counselled "national unity", defense of the main ene­
my —  the enemy at home — of the workers and peasants, the 
Czech bourgeoisie and its state, under the hypocritical slogan of 
"defense of democracy.”

This policy was elaborated during these past few years as 
the People's Front. Using as blackmail the specter of Hitler, the 
reformists and Stalinists foisted it upon the masses.

The result of this policy now reaches fruition.

RESULTS OF PEOPLE’S FRONTISM
Instead of uniting the workers and peasants in one solid 

front, it has divided them along national and racial lines.
Instead of steeling them and arming them to resist as an 

independent force, allied with their class brothers throughout 
Europe —- including most especially the workers of Germany, 
who would have been fired to resistance and revolt by the example 
across tire border —  instead of this, it has hamstrung the work­
ers and peasants by turning them over to the tender mercies of 
the Czech bourgeoisie and through it to French and British im ­
perialism.

French and British imperialism are now speaking in no un­
certain voice, once again demonstrating the real meaning of their 
"love of democracy” , once again showing that "collective security” 
is designed to secure.

A ll debates over "plebiscites," "self-determination," and the 
rest are so much tommyrot, thrown up by the bourgeois ideo­
logists and diplomatists to obscure still further the class lines.

A  plebiscite under the current circumstances is simply one 
alternative imperialist device for the possible temporary liquida­
tion of a knotty imperialist problem.

W H AT THIS WAR WOULD BE
Far more vicious and treacherous tommyrot is the slogan of 

a Holy War "to save Czechoslovakia", "to preserve democracy” .
Any war fought over Czechoslovakia would be at once trans­

formed into a general imperialist war.
Its issue would be not at all the farce of capitalist democracy 

— which would disappear overnight in all warring countries, as 
it is being rapidly done away with in most of them (including 
Czechoslovakia) just by the threat of the war.

Its issue would be the preservation of the spoils and plun­
der of French and British imperialism against the needs and 
threat of German imperialism.

The masses have no stake in such a war — except to fight 
with all their class strength against it, on both sides, in every 
capitalist nation.

WHO W ILL STOP HITLERISM?
Our war is the class war of the workers and peasants against 

their exploiters, against the whole system of exploitation.
Hitler, Hitlerism, the most terrible scourge of mankind, now 

ascendant, now throwing its black shadow over the whole con­
tinent of Europe, must be stopped i f  humanity is to survive.

But only the revolutionary workers of Europe can stop H itler 
and Hitlerism.

The task of the workers cannot be carried out by French and 
British and U. S. imperialism. To rely on, to support the "de­
mocratic imperialisms" means to make certain the triumph not of 
H itler perhaps but with absolute certainly of Hitlerism, of fascism, 
throughout the world.

Once again this is proved, this time by Czechoslovakia. The 
People's Front, abandonment of the class struggle, national unity, • 
support o f the democratic Czechoslovakian nation, has today led 
directly to: the triumph of Hitler.

Thus wre see the literal truth o f what was pointed out by 
the revolutionists: The People's Front paves the way fo r fascism.

The only struggle against fascism, in Czechoslovakia, in 
France, in Great Britain, in Germany, in the United States . . . 
is the class struggle for workers' power, for the world socialist 
revolution.

DEFEAT HITLER BY SMASHING CAPITALISM !
AG AINST THE PEOPLE'S FRONT OF LIES A N D  

BETRAYAL!
AG AINST THE IMPERIALIST W AR A N D  THE W AR 

MONGERS!
THE M A IN  ENEMY IS IN  OUR O W N  COUNTRY!
FOR THE U N ITED  FRONT OF WORKERS, PEASANTS, 

FARMERS, TOILERS OF ALL N ATIO N S !
FOR THE SOCIALIST U N ITED  STATES OF EUROPE! 
FOR THE W ORLD SOCIALIST REVO LUTIO N!
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PLAN WAR ON SOVIETS
Truck Drivers Tie Up New York City

t ----------------------- -----

Post-War European 
Lineup Shattered

Collective Security  Is In te rred  at Berchtes­
gaden: A n ti-S ov ie t Four-Power 

Pact Is Next A im

RANK AND FILE 
LEADERS BACKED 
BY MEMBERSHIP
! iu g e  M ee ting  Balks 

S trikeb reak ing  
A ttem pts

B U L L E T IN

N E W  Y O R K ,  W ednesday 
m o rn in g , Sept. 21.— As we go to 
press i t  is announced th a t  A c t­
in g  M a y o r N  e w  b o 1 d M o rr is , 
w ith  the  w ire d  a p p ro va l o f the 
M a y o r fro m  Los Angeles lia s  
g ive n  th e  t ru c k  d r iv e rs  an “ u l­
t im a tu m ’’ to  end the  s tr ik e  in  
tw e n ty - fo u r  hours.

N o such u lt im a tu m  has been is­
sued to  the M e rch a n t T ru c k m e n ’s 
B u reau  and the H ig h w a y  T ra n s ­
p o rt A ssoc ia tion , the bosses’ o r ­
gan iza tions , to  s top  th e ir  horse­
p lay  and recognize the s tr ik e rs ’ 
rep resen ta tives  fo r  the  purpose o f 
re a lis tic  nego tia tions . In  fa c t, the 
A c tin g  M a y o r ’s a c tio n  appears to 
be the  d ire c t re s u lt o f pressure 
fro m  the t ru c k in g  b o s s e s  and 
o th e r e m p loye rs ’ p ressure groups.

T he  la t te r  have been m ov ing  
heaven and e a rth  to  de fea t the 
ju s t s tr ik e  o f the d rive rs . The 
P ub lish e rs  A sso c ia tio n  h a s  an-

See E d ito r ia l:  “ A  B ona F ide  
S tr ik e ”  on page fo u r.

nounced th a t  i t  is send ing  a de l­
ega tion  to  C ity  H a ll to  p ro test 
a g a in s t the  l im it in g  c £ n e w s p rin t 
sh ipm en ts . C loak trad e  associa­
tio n s  h a v e  p ro tested  to  Po lice  
C om m iss ione r Lew is  J. V a le n tin e  
a g a in s t “ u n w a rra n te d  in te r fe r ­
ence" w ith  de live ries . A  ce rta in  
John  B lock , p laca rded  in  the 
press as a "v e te ra n  res ide n t b u y ­
e r," is quoted as ra is in g  the  a la rm  
th a t " i f  so m e th in g  is n o t done 
q u ic k ly  . . . m uch trad e  w i l l  be 
d ive rte d  to  o th e r c i t i e s  (C leve­
land , St. L o u is  and C h ica g o )."

F u rth e rm o re , the new spapers re ­
p o rt th a t "S O M E  P R O D U C E R S  
(N O T A B L Y  IN  T H E  S H O P  
A N D  T E X T IL E  IN D U S T R IE S ) 
W E R E  U S IN G  R A IL W A Y  E X ­
P R E S S  A G E N C Y  S E R V IC E .”  
The s tr ik e  com m ittee  is aw are  o f 
th is  danger and is a tte m p tin g  to 
t ie  up the A m e rican  R a ilw a y  E x ­
press. So fa r, lega l co m p lica tio n s  

(C ontinued  on page 2)

Pena Challenged On Trial 
Of Spanish Revolutionists

Socia list W orkers  Party Letter Dem ands 
C lea r Statem ent From  M in is te r 

of 'Justice'
During a press conference at the Hotel Pennsylvania on Sep­

tember 20, a delegation from the American Fund for Political Pris­
oners and Refugees questioned Gonzales Pena, Spanish Minister of 
Justice, on the fate of the revolutionary political prisoners in Spain.

BRIDGES ACCEPTS 
CHANGES I N PACT
M od ifica tions  M a y  
M ea n  C om pulsory 

A rb itra tio n

OMAHA DRIVERS 
HALT TRUCKING
N ew  Set-up Ties Up 

Trucks O ver 
Vast A re a

O M A H A , Neb. — T he  p o w e rfu l 
N o rth  C e n tra l A re a  d r iv e rs  m ove­
m en t sw ung  th e ir  new ly  estab­
lished s tr ik e  m ach in e ry  in to  ac­
tio n  la s t w eek in  the f irs t  m a jo r  
test o f s tre n g th  since the s ig n ­
in g  o f the  1 1 - s t a t e  pa c t tw o  
weeks ago, and O m aha t ru c k in g  
com panies found  th e ir  e qu ipm en t 
tied  up th ro u g h o u t the  vast area.

A t  te rm in a ls  fro m  D enve r to  
C hicago t r u c k s  f r o m  O m aha 
stood id le  as the  P e rm a n e n t A rea  
C om m ittee  sm o o th ly  coo rd ina ted  
the s tr ik e  th a t  extended fa r  be­
yond the  c ity  lim ite s  o f Om aha, 
w here  bo th  c ity  and ove r-the -road  
ope ra to rs  jo in e d  in  an a tte m p t to  
sm ash the team ste rs ’ un ion  and 
avo id  the c o n tra c t designed to 
place a ll  t r u c k in g  ope ra tions  u n ­
de r un ion  co n d itio ns  and wages.

P resen t A g reem en t
W hen  G e n e r a l  D r iv e rs  Loca l 

554 o f O m aha presented o p e ra t­
ors o f th is  c ity  w ith  the  c o n tra c t 
re c e n tly  negotia ted  w ith  rep re ­
sen ta tives o f the  m a jo r ity  o f op­
e ra to rs  in  th e  N o r t h  C e n tra l 
A rea , the  u n io n  th rea tened  s tr ik e  
a c tio n  unless the  pact was signed 
w ith in  4 8 h o u r s .  A g reem en ts  
w ere to  cover bo th  ove r-the-road  
and c ity  tru c k in g .

F e a r in g  th a t  some o f the  inde ­
pendent com panies w ou ld  s ign  up, 
th e  N eb ra ska  C o m m e rc ia l T ru c k ­
ers A ssoc ia tion  ca lled a lo cko u t 
before  the  e x p ira tio n  o f the 48- 
h o u r period . S u p p o rtin g  th is  p lan  
to b reak  Loca l 554 are  em ployers 
and  fin a n c ie rs  w h o  h a v e  long  

(Continued on page 2)

S A N  F R A N C IS C O .—A greem en t 
betw een rep resen ta tives  o f w a te r­
f r o n t  em p loyers and longshore ­
m en on “ am endm ents and c la r if i­
ca tio n s ”  to  the p ac t due fo r  re ­
new a l Sept. 30 eased tension  in  
the W est Coast la b o r m ovem ent. 
The changes in  the c o n tra c t w i l l  
be su b m itte d  to  the  m em bersh ip  
o f the  In te rn a t io n a l L o ngsho re ­
m en and W arehousem en's U n ion  
in  a coastw ise re fe rendum .

D e c la r in g  th e ir  w illin g n e ss  to  
accept s im ila r  m od ifica tio n s  in  
agreem ents w ith  th e  warehouse 
opera to rs , I.L .W .U . o ffic ia ls  are 
pressing  fo r  an end to thé  lo c k ­
o u t th a t  has c l o s e d  121 m a jo r  
warehouses in  th is  area. W a te r­
f ro n t  em p loye rs  ha iled  the m o d i­
fica tio n s  as "e lim in a t in g  ‘q u ic k ie ’ 
s tr ik e s  and o t h e r  stoppages o f 
w o rk ."

M ass P ic k e tin g  Curbed
P ic k e t lines are  b e i n g  m a in  

ta ined  in  th e  s tr ik e  o f the  re ta il 
c le rks  a g a i n s t  27 d e p a rtm e n t 
stores, b u t the m i l i t a n t  mass 
p ic k e tin g  th a t  m a rke d  the  f ir s t  
days o f the  s t r i k e  has been 
curbed by the s tr ik e  leadersh ip . 
O ffers o f  o th e r un ions, n o tab ly  
the  m a r it im e  groups, to  supp ly 
a d d it io n a l p icke ts  have been re ­
fused, excep t as re lie f p icke ts  
d u r in g  the  n ig h t.

S e n io r ity  is the on ly  dem and 
s ta n d in g  in  the  w ay o f agreem ent 
w ith  th e  em ployers and the u n ­
ion has g ive n  up dem ands fo r  a 
closed shop and the 35-hour week. 
In  a d d it io n  to  th e  a tte m p ts  o f the 
m a yo r and va riou s  o th e r “ c itizens 
com m ittees”  to  in te rve n e  in  the 
nego tia tions , W ill ia m  G reen has 
sen t h is  persona l rep resen ta tive , 
M eyer Lew is, to  b r in g  " in d u s tr ia l 
peace’’ to  San F ranc isco . T h i s  
L e w is  has a n o to rio u s  reco rd  o f 
se ll-outs, and was once sen t to  
M in ne a p o lis  to  b re a k  up the  pow ­
e r fu l team ste rs ’ u n io n  there .

W h ile  com p le te  d e ta ils  o f the 
changes in  the  longshorem en ’s 
ag reem ent w ere n o t made know n , 
considerab le  f e a r  is expressed 
th a t  the  new  ag reem ent w i l l  ad ­
ve rse ly  a ffe c t the  w a te r fro n t  un- 

(Continued on page 3)

A sked by G eorge N ovack , Sec­
re ta ry  o f the A m e rican  Fund, 
w h y  he had n o t answ ered the 
te leg ram  sen t to  h im  upon h is 
a r r iv a l in  th is  c o u n try  on A u g u s t 
23, s igned by John  D ewey, John  
C ham berla in , C a rlo  T resca  and 
o thers, he asked N ova ck  a ques­
tio n  instead. “ Do you  kn o w  o f 
any g o ve rn m e n t th a t  is ob liged to 
answ er a ll the  co m m u n ica tio n s  i t  
rece ives?”  N o va ck  rep lied  th a t 
the  s igners o f the te le g ra m  were 
am ong the f i r s t  to  ra l ly  to  the 
defense o f the  Spanish w o rke rs  
in  th e ir  f ig h t  a g a in s t fasc ism  and 
th a t  John  Dewey, fo r  exam ple, 
was C h a irm a n  o f the  f i r s t  g re a t 
mass m ee ting  held in  N ew  Y o rk  
a t M ad ison  Square G arden on 
th e ir  b e h a lf and the re b y  deserved 
a rep ly .

He sta ted in  rega rd  to  the lead­
ers o f the  P O U M  th a t the t r ia l  
had been postponed by request o f 
th e ir  counsel in  o rd e r to  s tu d y  
the in d ic tm e n t and th a t  he per­
sona lly  had agreed th a t  they 
cou ld  postpone i t  fo r  as long  as 
th e y  found  necessary. H e said 
th a t they  had a lrea d y  been a l­
low ed th e ir  own, independent 
counsel and th a t  the  t r ia l ,  when 
held, w ou ld  be o p e  n. H e said 
n o th in g  about p e rm it t in g  an in ­
te rn a tio n a l com m iss ion  to  be pre- 

(C on tlnued  on page 3)

'TREASON TRIAL' 
DELAYED AGAIN 
BY GOVERNMENT
Sentence of D e a t h  

A sked for Three 
M ilita n ts

WIN TEMPORARY RESPITE

P A R IS  — The Spanish L o y a lis t  
p rosecu to r in  B a rce lona  has a sk ­
ed the Specia l T r ib u n a l on Es­
p ionage and H ig h  T reason fo r  the 
p e n a lty  o f death  to  be im posed 
upon th ree  lead ing  Spanish B o l 
s h e v ik -L e n in is ts , M anue l F e rn a n ­
dez G rand izo  M un is , A d o lfo  Carl- 
in i, and Ja im e  Fernadez R o d rig ­
uez, w ho have been he ld  fo r  
m on ths  in  p rison  a t the L o y a lis t 
ca p ita l.

The th re e  m ilita n ts  w ere to  be 
t r ie d  a long  w ith  the leaders o f 
th e  ou tlaw ed  P. O. U. M. on A u g ­
u s t 20, a cco rd in g  to  an o f f ic ia l 
announcem ent o f the  M in is t ry  o f 
Justice . B u t th is  t r ia l  never m a­
te ria lized .

Postponed " In d e f in ite ly ”
(O th e r rep o rts  rece ived in  th is  

c o u n try  said the  t r ia l  w o u ld  open 
on Sept. 14. b u t the re  has been 
no announcem ent o f i t  in  the 
press.)

A  d isp a tch  f ro m  B a rce lona  on 
Aug. 27. said th a t the  t r ia l  o f the 
B o ls h e v ik -L e n in is t and P. O. U. 
M. m ilita n ts  had been “ postponed 
sine d ie.”  The  same re p o r t said 
th a t  the  p rosecu tion  was a sk in g  
the dea th  sentence o n ly  fo r  the 

(C ontinued  on page 3)

REFERENDUM IN 
PAINTERS D. C. 9 
DEFEATS  $ 5 TAX
A d m in is tra tio n  P lan 

Rejected by  
Ranks

Auto Strike Is Menaced by 
Ruse o f Union Jobholder

Police A tta ck  Pickets A fte r M cC ord  
W orkers Repel A ttem pt to Force 

Return to W o rk
DETROIT, Sept. 20.— The strike at the McCord Radiator plant 

here and in Wyandotte continues into its s e v e n t h  week despite 
strong-arm methods used against it by police, and deliberate attempts 
on the part of reactionary officials of the United Automobile Workers 
to sell it down the river.

A fte r  the m ost fr iv ilo u s  trea t-* 
m en t accorded to  the s tr ik e , L o ­
ren  H ouser, U .A .W . R eg io n a l D i­
re c to r fo r  D e tro it,  w e n t o ve r the 
heads o f the re g u la r ly  elected o f­
fic ia ls  o f Loca l 210, its  b a rg a in in g  
com m ittee  and its  m em bersh ip  
and s i g n e d  a te m p o ra ry  tru ce  
w h ich  specified th a t  the  w o rk e rs  
w ou ld  re tu rn  to  th e ir  jobs w h ile  
n e g o tia tio n s  w i t h  the  m anage­
m e n t proceeded. The  f ir s t  in d ic a ­
t io n  th a t  s tr ik e rs  heard o f th is  
tru ce  ag reem ent w as In  a  w ire  

j received by  P re s id e n t N . J. M os-

k u n  fro m  H ouse r a f te r  i t  had a l­
ready been signed.

P ic k e t Line Grows 
B u t L oca l 210 was no t to  be 

ra ilro a d e d  back to  w o rk  by a 
ty p ic a l b u re a u c ra tic  ruse w h ich  
M r. H ouse r u n d ou b te d ly  learned 
in  th e  school o f the  old lin e  A .F . 
o f L . la b o r skates. T he  n e x t m o r­
n in g  the w o rk e rs  appeared on the 
p ic k e t lines in  g re a te r num bers  
th a n  ever be fo re  and  nobody re ­
tu rn e d  to  th e  p lan ts . S ta tem ents 
w ere issued to  the  press denounc- 

(Continued on page 2)

The process of liquidating the system o f post-war alliances that 
began when H itler marched into the Rhineland two years ago en­
tered a new phase this week.

Rather than go through with an immediate war —  with its in ­
evitable revolutionary upheavals -— Great Britain and France ac­
cepted Germany’s territorial demands on Czechoslovakia.

Whether even this w ill avert conflict for any appreciable period 
is highly doubtful. I t  does mean, however, that'a brand new balance 
of power is being rapidly created in Europe. A ll of Central Europe 
passes under the domination o f Germany. Britain w ill now exert 
every effort to create a four-power understanding uniting Britain, 
France, Germany, and Italy at the ultimate expense o f the Soviet 
Union.

In the ticklish game of b lu ff that both sides played during the 
past two weeks, involving mobilization of more than 2,000,000 men 
on both sides of the Rhine, Germany won hands down. When a 
German invasion of Czechoslovakia seemed only a matter of hours, 
the bourgeois world was treated to the startling spectacle of a 
British Prime Minister taking hat in  hand and flying o ff to the 
Bavarian villa of the German Fuehrer and begging him to accept a 
deal rather than precipitate a war right now. H itler dictated his own 
terms. Chamberlain flew back with them to London. Premier 
Daladier arid Foreign Minister Bonnet of France scurried across 
the channel and after an all-day parley accepted all of Hitler's princ­
ipal demands, including the outright cession to the Reich of the 
Sudeten areas of Czechoslovakia. To sweeten the sour p ill, they 
added a proposal for an international "guaranty” of what w ill re­
main of Czechoslovakia after the operation has been carried out.

♦  T he  fu n d a m e n ta l in te re s t o i 
F re n ch  and B r it is h  c a p ita lis m  — 
the necessity  fo r  se lf-p re se rva tio n  
— re q u ire d  d e p riv in g  the Czech 
bourgeo is ie  o f Its  r ig h t  to  e x p lo it 
the  va riou s  n a tio n a l m in o r it ie s  
sandw iched  in to  the  m onstrous 
a b o rtio n  o f a s ta te  c rea ted  by the 
V e rsa ille s  tre a ty . I t  req u ire d  g iv ­
in g  up the  s tra te g ic  advantages 
w h ic h  were th e  p r ic ip a l reason 
fo r  the  c re a tio n  o f C zechoslovakia  
in  the  f i r s t  place. T h is  w i l l  now  
be done. I f  th is  m ean t the cyn ica l 
d is rega rd  o f pacts and pledges, 
th is  shou ld  s u rp r ise  no one. Such 
cyn ic ism  is p a r t  and p a rce l o f the 
m ethods o f in te rn a t io n a l boss 
po litics .

Those w ho  f in d  them selves 
c lu tch e d  by fee lings  o f in d ig n a ­
tio n  o ve r the fa te  o f "p o o r l i t t le  
C zechos lovak ia " (rem em ber "p oo r 
l i t t le  B e lg iu m ’’?) have  a lesson to 
lea rn  in  the m easures ta ke n  by 
the  Czech bourgeo is ie  in  a n t ic ip a ­
t io n  o f a w a r w ith  G erm any. B e­
sides m il i ta ry  m o b iliz a tio n , the 
Czech g o ve rn m e n t —  sym bo l fo r  
the lib e ra l and  S ta lin is t s u p p o rt­
ers o f "co lle c tiv e  s e c u r ity ”  o f “ de­
m o c ra cy ”  — decreed the  Im m e d i­
a te  and d ra s tic  suspension o f a ll 
d e m o cra tic  r ig h ts .

Democracy a t W o rk  
A rig id  censorship was clam p­

ed down on the entire  press 
and upon a ll messages and  
m ail. The rig h t of free assemb 
ly was suspended. Arrests and 
s e a r c h e s  w ithout w arrants  
were authorized. In  other 
words Czech “democraey” was 

transform ed by a  few  govern­
m ent decrees into a perfect lit­
tle  im ita tio n  of a  Fascist re­
gime. T h a t Is precisely w hat 
w ill happen in  a ll the “demo­
cratic” states when w ar comes 
— and probably, as In  this case, 
long before actual hostilities  
begin.

In  extrem es, th e  Czech bourge ­
oisie appealed to  its  o th e r a lly  in  
the la te  lam en ted  system  o f "c o l­
lec tive  s e c u rity ,"  — the Soviet 
U n ion . B u t th e re  too i t  m e t a 
stone w a ll. T he  K re m lin  w o u ld  lie 
pleased to  see B r ita in  and F rance  
c lash a t  la s t w ith  H i t le r  b u t a ll 
Its  c a lcu la tio n s  to  th a t  end have, 
fo r  the  tim e  be ing  a t  least, been 
upset. H a v in g  ta k e n  up  the game 
o f in te r - im p e r ia lis t  po litlo s , the 
K re m lin  fo llo w s  a ll  the  ru les. The  
S ovie t U n io n  n o w  s tands te r r ib ly  
iso la ted , and  a t the  m ercy  o f 
e ve ry  ve e rin g  w ave in  the  d izzy  
p lunge o f E u ro p e  to  w a rd  w a r. C ut 

(Continued on page S)

N E W  Y O R K . — G iv in g  po in ted  
no tice  to  a l l  and su n d ry  th a t  they 
w i l l  n o t s tand  fo r  any m ore  pan­
h a n d lin g  schemes to  p rov ide  so ft 
jobs fo r  d o -n o th in g  c h a ir-w a rm ­
ers in  th e  D is t r ic t  C ounc il o ffice  
w h ile  thousands o f p a in te rs  are 
unem ployed and m ore  thousands 
are sub jected  to  ever w orse  con­
d itio n s  on th e ir  jobs, the  ra n k  
and file  o f D. C. 9 dec is ive ly  de­
fea ted  a  p roposa l fo r  a $5 ta x  
proposed by the S ta lin is t a d m in ­
is tra t io n  o f  the  N ew  Y o rk  P a in t­
ers U n ion  in  a re fe re n d u m  con­
c luded la s t week. The  vo te  con­
s titu te d  a r o u t  f o r  P res iden t 
L ou is  W e in s to ck  and h is  hench­
men.

A  fu l l  ta b u la tio n  o f the votes 
shows the fo llo w in g  resu lts : Loca l 
U n io n  No. 51 de fea ted  the  p ro ­
posal by 292 to  141; L . U. No. 261 
by 297 to  181; L . U. 454, by  69 to 
45; L . U. 803 by 60 to  0; L . U. 848, 
187 to  152; L . U. 874 by 306 to 20; 
L. U. 892, by  151 to 110; L . U. 1011,; 
by 389 to  202.

F ea r Own Locals
In  Loca l 490 the S ta lin is ts  re ­

ceived a m a jo r ity  o f 55 to  11 fo r  
th e ir  p roposa l; in  Loca l 905— the 
C o m m u n is t P a r ty  s tro n g h o ld  In 
the  u n io n — the  o p p os ition  showed 
unprecedented s tre n g th , the  vote 
be ing  280 in  fa v o r  and 140 aga inst. 
In  L o ca l 442, w here  W e iiis to c k  
co n tro ls  the  a d m in is tra o tio n , no 
vo te  was ta ke n  a t a ll on the 
g rounds  th a t  even a com ple te  vote 
o f th e  m em bersh ip  fo r  the  p ro ­
pos itio n  cou ld  n o t change the  re ­
su lt. T he  S ta lin is ts  the re  n o t on ly  
a d m itte d  de fea t b u t w ere a fra id  
to increase the a lrea d y  huge to ta l 
a g a in s t th e ir  p ro p o s itio n  by sub­
m it t in g  i t  to  a  vote.

T he  progressives th u s  defeated 
the  a d m in is tra t io n  m easure by a 
p o p u la r m a jo r ity  o f 505—w ith  one 
loca l n o t v o t in g  — in  a to ta l o f 
3,187 votes cast. T h e ir  v ic to ry  is 
a ll the  m ore  im p ress ive  w hen  com ­
pared w ith  the resu lts  o f the  
e lections la s t June  (see S oc ia lis t 
Appeal o f la s t w eek).
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Unions Fight Picket Ban
Los A nge les Bosses 

Pass A nti-P icket 
O rd in an ce

Grand Jury Clears Mpls. 
Unions; Slanderers H it

D rive on P icketing 
Jails Seven L. A. 

Strikers
LO S A N G E I/E S . — O rganized 

rea c tio n  s tru c k  a v ic io u s  b low  a t 
trad e  u n io n ism  in  Los Angeles on 
Septem ber 16th, 1938; a day th a t  
w i l l  go dow n as B la ck  F r id a y  in 
loca l un ion  h is to ry .

The  re a c tio n a ry  a n ti-p ic k e tin g  
o rd inance , sponsored by  labor- 
h a tin g  S ou the rn  C a lifo rn ia , Inc . 
as a p a r t  o f the  coast-w ide  un ion - 
sm ash ing  cam pa ign , was passed 
in  a specia l e lec tion  by a vote o f 
198,507 to 152,065.

The A. F. o f L . o rd inance , o f­
fered as a s u b s titu te  to  the reac­
t io n a ry  o rd inance , l o s t  by a 
c loser m  a i  g i  n. T h is  o rd inance  
was supported  by the A. F. o f L., 
the C.I.O. C o u n c il and the T rade  
U n ion  Conference.

Bosses Spend H a lf  a M ill io n
The S ou the rn  C a lifo rn ia n s , Inc., 

a c c o r d i n g  to Business W eek, 
"sp en t $500,000 in  b ill-b o a rd , ra ­
dio,, and new spaper a d v e rtis in g "  
in  o rd e r to  secure the  passage o f 
th is  o rd inance . T he  C ham ber o f 
Com m erce, the M erchan t and M a ­
n u fa c tu re rs ' A ssoc ia tion , and sev­
e ra l o th e r a n ti- la b o r o rg a n iza tio n s  
w ere a c tive  in  a tte m p tin g  to  put 
over th is  law .

The C ounc il o f the  A. F . o f L. 
and the T ra d e  U n ion  Conference 
a ided each o th e r in un ited  a c t iv i­
ty  in  oppos ition  to  th is  o rd inance ; 
th e ir  lead was fo llow ed  by a ll 
o th e r labo r o rg a n iza tio n s , in c lu d ­
in g  the Los Angeles In d u s tr ia l 
C ounc il. A lth o u g h  handicapped 
by la ck  o f funds  and the d iv is io n  
between the A. F . o f L . and C.I.O. 
n a tio n a lly  and loca lly , la b o r was 
able to  e ffect a g re a t degree o f 
u n ity  on th is  issue and succeed­
in g  in  a ro u s in g  a la rge  section  o f 
the  w o rk in g  class.

The  a n ti-p ic k e t in g  o rd inance , i f  
en forced, w i l l  v ir tu a lly  e lim in a te  
a ll s tr ik e s  and p ic k e tin g  and w il l  
deal a sm ash ing  b l o w  to the 
trad e -u n ion  m ovem ent. S ym pa­
th e tic  s tr ikes , secondary boycotts , 
r ig h t  o f a un ion  to  decide fo r  i t ­
se lf the c a llin g  o f a s tr ik e , the 
r ig h t  o f free  speech and mass 
p i c k e t i n g  are  p ra c t ic a lly  o u t­
law ed by the new  law .

W o rk e rs  D e p rived  o f  Vote
A  la rge  num ber o f w o rke rs  em ­

ployed in  the c ity  o f  Los A nge­
les w ere p revented fro m  v o tin g  
a g a in s t th is  m easure by reason 
o f t h e i r  residence in  w o rk in g - 
class d is tr ic ts  o u t s i d e  the c ity  
lim its . In  a d d itio n  m any M exican  
w o rk e rs  w ho are denied c itize n ­
sh ip  w ere u n a b l e  to  vote. O f 
course, the y o u th  under 21 w ho 
m ake up a la rge  section  o f th e  
w o rke rs  p a r t ic u la r ly  in  mass in ­
dus trie s  w ere w ith o u t the r ig h t  
to  vote, and cou ld  o n ly  s tand  by 
and w a tch  the W ils h ire  and H o l­
lyw ood po tbe llies  ra l ly  the m idd le  
class and s c a b s  to  the p o llin g  
boo ths to re lega te  the yo u th  to 
in d u s tr ia l peonage.

Labor, m a rc h in g  75,000 s tro n g  
in  the recen t A. F. o f L . L a b o r 
D ay p a r a d e  c a rry in g  banners 
a g a in s t the o rd inance , w i l l  no t 
p e rm it its e lf  to  be shack led  by 
th is  ens la v in g  measure. The  in i­
t ia l u n ity  th a t  saw A. F. o f L. 
and C.I.O . un ions get tog e th e r in  
jo in t  a c tio n  in  th is  f ig h t m us t be 
extended to inc lude  a ll bona fide 
un ions  w ith in  a defense c o m m it­
tee th a t w i l l  p ro te c t th e ir  r ig h t  to  
s tr ik e  and  p ic k e t lines, to  p ro te c t 
th e ir  un ion  o rg a n iza tio n , to  de­
fend  the w o rk in g  class aga in s t 
the  ons laugh t o f ca p ita lism . The 
ra n k  and file  o f la b o r is th o r ­
o u g h ly  aroused and resolved to 
ta ke  m il i ta n t  a c tio n  in  se lf-de­
fense a g a i n s t  th is  re a c tio n a ry  
d rive .

OMAHA DRIVERS 
HALT TRUCKING

(C ontinued  fro m  page 1)
boasted th a t N e b r a s k a  is free  
fro m  “ tro u b le -m a k in g "  unions.

T he  a tte m p t o f the ow ners to 
ta ke  the  o ffensive has gained 
them  n o th ing . Backed by the en­
t ire  d r i v e r s '  m ovem ent o f the 
N o r th  C e n tra l A rea  Loca l 554 has 
made the s tr ik e  fu l ly  effective. 
C ru is in g  p icke ts  p a tro l a ll h ig h ­
w ays com ing  in to  O m aha, and 
f in k  tru c k s  are m et by un ion  rep ­
resen ta tives.

B y  ag reem ent between the Gen­
e ra l D r iv e rs ' U n io n  and fa rm e rs ' 
o rg a n iza tio n s , fa rm e rs  d r i v i n g  
th e ir  ow n tru c k s  to  m a rk e t were 
p e rm itte d  to  p a s s  th ro u g h  the 
p ic k e t lines. The fa rm e rs  are in  
fu l l  sym pa th y  w ith  the s tr ik e rs .

C oope ra ting  on the spot w ith  
L oca l 554 was an a u th o r ita t iv e  
subcom m ittee  o f the  P erm anen t 
A rea  C om m ittee , elected o n ly  the 
week before  in  In d ia n a p o lis  a t a 
m ee ting  o f 175 loca l d r iv e rs ' u n ­
ions. The  s t r i k e  w il l  be m a in ­
ta ined  u n t i l  the  em ployers in ­
vo lved s ign  bo th  c ity  and over- 
the -road  co n trac ts .

M IN N E A P O L IS  — D e c la r in g  
th a t  charges o f " la b o r  ra c k e te e r­
in g  and g a n gs te rism " in  the M in ­
neapolis la b o r m ovem ent cannot 
be su b s tan tia te d  by fac ts , the re ­
p o rt o f the sum m er panel of 
G rand  J u ry , issued la s t week, ex­
ploded the cam pa ign  o f the ene­
m ies o f labo r w ho fo r  m on ths 
have been t r y in g  to  sm ear the un ­
ions w ith  these charges.

The re p o rt, su m m a riz in g  fo u r  
m on ths  o f in tens ive  in ve s tig a tio n , 
h i t  h a rd  a t M ayo r Leach, ch ie f 
in s t ig a to r  o f the s lander, and 
s ta ted, "T h e  G rand J u ry  cons id ­
ers i t  u n fo r tu n a te  th a t a person 
in  h ig h  o f f ic ia l pos itio n  shou ld  
m ake charges, n o t h  in  pub lic  
and before  the G rand  J u ry , con­
ce rn in g  o rg a n iza tio n s  e m brac ing  
a la rge  section o f o u r po p u la tio n  
w ith o u t be ing in  a p o s itio n  to 
su b s tan tia te  such charges and ac­
cusa tions."

P robe D ea th  o f B ro w n
The G rand  J u ry  spen t fo u r 

weeks in v e s tig a tin g  the death  o f 
B il l  B ro w n , m il i ta n t  leader o f 
G enera l D r iv e rs  L o ca l 544 k ille d  
las t sum m er, and though  “ there  
w ere m any rep o rts  th a t d a rk  
forces were in vo lve d " no e v i­
dence cou ld  be found  to su b s ta n t­
ia te  such reports .

The re p o rt, a p pea ring  in  the 
m ids t o f a s l a n d e r  cam pa ign  
backed by the boss press and the 
S ta lin is t c lique  w ho pre tend  to  
speak fo r  the C. I. O. in  th is  area,

d isappo in ted  the em ployers w ho 
had hoped th a t the re p o rt w ou ld  
a id  the d riv e  to  sm ear the u n ­
ions. H ow ever, the com ple te  ab­
sence o f any evidence ag a in s t the 
un ions o r th e ir  leadersh ip  forced 
unan im ous agreem ent w ith  the 
re p o rt, even though severa l m em ­
bers o f the J u ry  are ve ry  sym ­
p a th e tic  to  the em ployers behind 
the s lande r m achine.

Boss L ie  M ach ine
F o r m any m on th s  now, the bos­

ses o f M inneapo lis , caugh t be t­
ween the deepening econom ic 
c r is is  on one hand, and the r is in g  
un ion  m ovem ent on the o ther, 
have sys te m a tica lly  so u g h t to 
p ropagandize the people w ith  lies 
th a t "1 a b o r  racke te e rin g  a n d  
g a n g s te r ism " w ere p reva le n t in 
the c ity , and th a t consequently  
the un ions m us t be “ cleaned up ” 
and the " r ig h t  k in d  o f leaders" 
p u t in.

The  su it o f the five  f in k s  a- 
g a in s t the G enera l D r iv e rs  U nion, 
now  be ing  fo u g h t by the u n io n ’s 
a tto rneys , is a veh ic le  to  c a rry  
such slanders. The m an y  co u rt 
cases a g a in s t va riou s  un ions and 
un ion  leaders in  the  past few  
m on ths  have fu rth e re d  th is  a n t i­
la b o r d rive .

In  the face o f the fin d in g s  by 
the G rand J u ry  i t  w i l l  be ha rd  to 
get an audience fo r  the v ic ious  
lies spread by the enem ies o f the 
M in ne a p o lis  labo r m o v e m e n t .  
Even th e ir  ow n a llie s  w i l l  no 
longe r believe them .

STRIKE TIES UP 
N. Y. TRUCKING

(C ontinued  fro m  page 1)
a r is in g  fro m  the  F ede ra l C om ­
m u n ica tio n s  A c t, have p roved to 
be an obstacle to the o ff ic ia l c a ll­
in g  o f the E xpress d r iv e rs  w ho 
are o rgan ized  in to  L o ca l 808 o f 
the t ru c k  d r iv e rs ' un ion , b u t the 
m a tte r  is b e i n g  g iven  fu r th e r  
co n s ide ra tion  by the s tr ik e  lead­
ers.

C oopera tion  by the  s tr ik e  com ­
m itte e  and the re g u la r ly  co n s ti­
tu ted  o ffice rs  o f the s t r ik in g  lo ­
cals is re p o rte d  to be im p ro v in g  
s tead ily . A n  appeal fo r  a id  to  the 
A. F. o f L . un ions and the rest o f 
the  c ity 's  o rgan ized  la b o r m ove­
m en t a g a i n s t  the com bined e f­
fo r ts  o f the va riou s  em p loye rs ’ 
associa tions to  b re a k  the s tr ik e  
is in o rder.

*  *  *

N E W  Y O R K , Sept. 20— T w elve  
thousand tru c k s  have stopped 
ro l l in g  in  M a n h a tta n , B ro o k ly n , 
Queen and S ta ten Is la n d . A ll gen­
e ra l t ru c k in g  in  th is  c ity  is  a t a 
s ta n d s til l.  F ive  thousand team ­
sters are p a tro llin g  the s tree ts  in  
c ru is in g  c a r s  to  see th a t the 
s tr ik e  is 100 per cent e ffective . A t  
th is  w r it in g ,  i t  is announced th a t 
the th ree  key loca ls in  N ew  J e r­
sey, a t the o th e r end o f the H o l­
land T u n n e l ,  have jo in e d  the 
s tr ik e .

B u ild in g  c o n s tru c tio n  jobs and 
fa c to rie s  face im m e d ia te  closing. 
N ew spaper pub lishe rs  have de­
c lared th a t  con tin ue d  l im it in g  o f 
n e w s p rin t sh ipm en ts  w i l l  s o o n  
c a u s e  suspension o f the c ity 's  
d a ily  papers. L oca l and s ta te  gov­
e rn m e n t o ffic ia ls  a r e  w o rk in g  
ove rtim e  to fo rce  th ro u g h  a set­
tle m e n t b u t w ith  no success so 
fa r.

S tr ik e  Voted L a s t W eek
S tr ik e  a c tio n  was voted by ac­

c la m a tio n  a t m em bersh ip  m eet­
ings o f Loca ls 807, 282, and 816, 
W ednesday, Septem ber 14, a fte r  
n e g o tia tin g  com m ittees reported  
no progress in  o b ta in in g  a new 
agreem ent w ith  the bosses. The 
old ag reem ent exp ired  Septem ber
1. The  men dem and the e s tab lish ­
m ent o f a 40-hour week a t the 
old basic wage o f $56.50 in  o rde r 
to spread the w o rk  to  the  4,000 
unem ployed m em bers o f the d r iv ­
ers' un ions. A t  p resen t they  are 
requ ired  to w o rk  48 hours. A n x ­
ious to  solve once and fo r  a ll th is  
c ru c ia l p rob lem  o f unem p loym ent, 
the s tr ik e rs  and th e ir  leaders re ­
ite ra te  tim e  and aga in  th a t  there  
w ill be no com prom ise  on th is  de­
m and.

A lth o u g h  the s tr ik e  has been 
ca lled "o u t la w ,"  the re  can be no 
d oub t th a t the m em bersh ip  o f the 
locals invo lved  are  co m p le te ly  be­
h in d  the co m m itte e  o f ten w h ich  
is d ire c tin g  the s tr ik e . A nd  w h ile  
o ffic ia ls  lik e  M ichae l Cashal, in ­
te rn a tio n a l v ice -p res iden t a n d  
W ill ia m  D every, p res iden t o f L o ­
ca l 807, are loa the  to  declare  the 
s tr ik e  legal, m any o th e r o ffic ia ls , 
such as Business A gen ts  A u s tin  
F u rcy  and W ill ia m  C am pbell, are 
repo rted  as in c lin e d  to  fa v o r im ­
m edia te  sanction.

M eanw h ile , c o n d u c t  o: the 
s tr ik e  rests in  the hands o f an 
elected ra n k -a n d -file  com m ittee , 
w h ich  has the  com ple te  confidence 
o f the men and is d o in g  a re ­
m a rk a b ly  e ffec tive  jo b  o f p u llin g  
and p ic k e tin g . O u ts ta n d in g  am ong 
the leaders o f th is  com m ittee  are 
younger men such as Abe "R e d " 
K  1 c i n, Bob D i l l o n  and Jack  
S trong. T he y  stress the  fa c t th a t 
they  do n o t in te n d  to  supersede the

re g u la r un ion  o ffic ia ls  and nego­
tia to rs , b u t th a t  th e ir  w ho le  ac­
tio n  is in tended to back up the 
o ffic ia ls  w ith  the  u tm o s t effec­
tiveness. Some o f the re g u la r o f­
fic ia ls  are  k n o w n  to be coop­
e ra tin g  and a d v is in g  th is  c o m m it­
tee, though  unable to  endorse the 
a c tio n  p u b lic ly  fo r  reasons be­
yond th e ir  co n tro l.

A t a mass m ee ting  last n ig h t, 
held in the 69th R e g im en t A rm o ­
ry  and a ttended by  5,000 of the 
s t r ik in g  d rive rs , A c t in g  M ayo r 
N ew bo ld  M o rr is , the G overno r's  
'c ra c k ”  m e d i a t o r s  A r th u r  S. 
M eyer and M rs. A n n a  Rosenberg 
o f the S ta te  Socia l S e cu rity  Board 
appealed to the men to  ca ll o ff 
the s tr ik e  pending  negotia tions. 
The  d r iv e rs  re jec ted  th is  phoney 
p ro p o s itio n  w ith  loud “ no ’s" and 
demanded in  no u n c e rta in  te rm s 
the s a n c tio n in g  o f the s t r i k e ,  
ac tion  w h ich  had been p rom ised 
in  s ta tem en ts  issued to  the press 
by M r. Cashal and M r. Devery.

A h igh  p o in t o f the  m ee ting  
came when a de legation  fro m  the 
N ew  Y o rk  p o rt b ranch  o f the 
S a ilo rs ' U n ion  o f the P ac ific  en­
tered the h a ll to announce sup­
p o rt o f any tru c k m e n ’s p icke t 
lines th ro w n  a round  p ie rs w here 
th e ir  sh ips d o c k .  The  m ee ting  
welcom ed D ic k  H an ley , Tom  G un- 
ta  and F ra n k  Love ll, speak ing  fo r  
the de legation , w ith  loud acc la im . 
A f te r  fo u r  tu m u lto u s  hours  the 
m ee ting  a d jou rned  w ith  a vote 
a f f irm in g  the i n t e n t i o n  o f the 
men to con tin ue  the s tr ik e  in  fu ll 
force.

T h is  m o rn in g  the s tr ik e  spread 
to N ew  Jersey. M eetings w e r e  
held a t C ity  H a ll,  w here  unsuc­
cessfu l n e g o tia tio n s  w ere ca rrie d  
on by rep resen ta tives  o f the 
bosses, un ion  o ffic ia ls  and the 
ran k -a n d -file  com m ittee . The em ­
p loye rs ' r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  an ­
nounced t h a t  they  w ou ld  not 
agree to  the dem and fo r  a fo r ty -  
h o u r week and th a t they  w ou ld  
seek a wage red u c tio n  w ith  ab ro ­
g a tio n  o f the s e n io r ity  clause.

S tr ik e  M ay  Be E xtended
I t  is kn o w n  th a t 500 m em bers 

o f the em ployers ' assoc ia tion  m et 
last n ig h t to  p lan th e ir  s tra te g y  
in  co m b a tin g  the s tr ik e . The d r iv ­
ers in tend  to b r in g  about a com ­
plete stoppage o f n e w s p rin t s h ip ­
m ents  and to ho ld  up perishab le  
goods i f  the em p loye rs  con tin ue  
th e ir  presen t s tubbo rn  a ttitu d e . 
T he  h yp o c risy  o f the. em ployers 
was c le a rly  exposed before  the 
fu l l  v ie w  o f the s tr ik e rs  and the 
genera l p u b lic  w hen the  spokes­
men o f the bosses announced th a t 
th e y  could n o t negotia te  w ith  the 
un ion  because the  s tr ik e  w as a 
"w ild  c a t"  ac tion  and a t the same 
tim e  declared to the press today 
th a t they w ou ld  not deal w ith  the 
u n ion  i f  the s tr ik e  w e r e  sanc­
tioned  by the re g u la r  o ff ic ia ls  be­
cause “ a fo rm a l s tr ik e  vote at 
th is  tim e  w ou ld  n o t necessarily  be 
a s ign o f re s p o n s ib ility .”

The  S tr ik e  C om m ittee  is on 
guard  aga inst a ll possible tr ic k s  
con tem p la ted  by the A ssoc ia tion  
s tra te g is ts  and are m a k in g  a ll 
necessary p re p a ra tion s  and ex­
p ress ing  confidence th a t the d r iv ­
ers can ho ld  th e ir  ow n to a v ic to ­
rio us  se ttlem en t.

A p p e a l A v a ila b le  
In  Bound V o lum e

V o lum e 1 o f the  S O C IA L IS T  
A P P E A L  c o ve rin g  th e  yea r 
1937 Is now  a va ila b le  in  care­
fu l ly  bound vo lum es. T he  cost 
is $1.00. Send y o u r o rd e r In  
now  and you w il l  rece ive yo u r 
b o u n d  vo lum e im m e d ia te ly . 
T h e  q u a n tity  is v e ry  lim ite d .

LOS A N G E L E S . — Seven m em ­
bers o f the I.L .G .W .U . were a r ­
rested las t week on charges o f 
h a v in g  co m m itte d  a s s a u l t  and 
b a tte ry  in  a m anne r lik e ly  to  p ro ­
duce g re a t b o d ily  in ju ry  a fe lony. 
A p p e a rin g  before Judge C ham ­
bers o f the M u n ic ip a l cou rt, they  
w ere released on ba il o f $1,500 
each and were requested to  ap­
peal1 the fo llo w in g  F r i d a y  fo r  
th e ir  p re lim in a ry  hea ring . T hey 
w e r e  represented by a tto rn e y  
M a rs h a ll Ross.

The un ion  men were employees 
o f the  I. Y o u lin  E m b ro id e ry  Co. 
and had gone on s tr ik e  Sept. 15, 
dem and ing  U n i o n  reco g n itio n , 
h ig h e r wages, and the  se ttlem en t 
o f charges o f d is c r im in a tio n .

A rre s t A l l  P icke ts
The f irs t  m o rn in g  o f the  s tr ik e  

D ic k  Jones, a scab, a tta cked  3 
m em bers o f the u n i o n  w ith  a 
s tic k  and a tte m p te d  to p rovoke  
a fig h t. A f te r  be ing  s tru c k , tw o  o f 
the un ion  men a tte m p te d  to  de­
fend t h e m s e l v e s  ag a in s t the 
scab's a tta ck , w rested  h is c lub 
fro m  h im  and were successful in 
w a rd in g  o ff fu r th e r  a tta cks . T h is  
s to ry  was co rro b o ra te d  by severa l 
persons questioned by the  un ion  
a tto rn e y . P o lice  w ho came to  the 
scene o f the f ig h t im m e d ia te ly  a f­
te r its  occurrence  refused to  a r ­
res t c i t h e r  the s tr ik e rs  o r the 
scab, b u t th a t  n ig h t a f te r  lis te n ­
in g  to the s to ry  o f Jones, the 
D is t r ic t  A tto rn e y  issued w a rra n ts  
ag a in s t the  e n t i r e  p ic k e t line  
w ith  the exception o f th ree  w o­
men, in c lu d in g  one m em ber o f the 
un ion  th a t was absent fro m  the 
scene o f the s trug g le .

The  a rres ts  occurred  the same 
day th a t  an a n ti-p ic k e t in g  o rd i­
nance, v ir tu a l ly  d e s tro y in g  t h e  
r ig h t  to  s tr ik e  and p icke t, was 
passed by a vote o f 198,507 to 
152,065 in  a specia l e lec tion  held 
in  Los Angeles. T he  fra m e -u p  o f 
these s t r ik in g  w o rke rs  is a p p a r­
e n tly  p a rt o f a p lanned a n ti- la b o r 
d riv e  in  S ou the rn  C a lifo rn ia .

A t  the p r e s e n t  tim e  several 
m em bers o f the loca l team sters ' 
un ion , in c lu d in g  some o f its  o f­
ficers, are  be ing  tr ie d  on charges 
o f " la b o r te rro r is m ."  A specia l d i­
v is ion  o f the D is t r ic t  A tto rn e y 's  
o ffice  has been set up to  deal 
w ith  "goon squad a c t iv ity "  and 
are a p p a re n tly  ready to o rd e r the 
a rre s t o f e n tire  p ic k e t lines when 
the bosses charge  th a t some one 
has been in ju re d , and file  fe lony  
charges aga in s t the un ion  men. 
The a rre s t and t r ia l  o f the team ­
ste rs was used to  w h ip  up a fre n ­
zied cam pa ign  in s u p p o rt o f the 
a n t i-p ic k e t in g  o rd inance , and ap ­
p a re n tly  m a rk s  the b e g in n ing  of 
a pe rs is te n t and con tinued  cam ­
pa ign  aga in s t labor.

I f  la b o r is to  re s is t th is  a tta ck , 
i t  m u s t beg in  to  weld to g e th e r in  
un ified  a c tio n  a ll the un ions in  
Los Angeles. The  A. F . o f L. 
C ounc il and the T r a d e  U n ion  
C onference, w h ich  inc ludes the 
un ions rece n tly  resigned fro m  the 
Los A n g e l e s  In d u s tr ia l U n ion  
C ounc il, have ta ke n  a step in  th is  
d ire c tio n  by  th e ir  u n ity  in  the 
cam pa ign  a g a in s t the a n t i-p ic k e t­
in g  o r d i n a n c e  th a t  rece n tly  
passed. L a b o r in  S ou the rn  C a li­
fo rn ia  is re a ch in g  its  m ost c ru ­
c ia l c r is is  since the recen t o rg a n i­
za tion  d rive , and th is  ve ry  c ris is  
m us t be used to b r in g  u n ity  to 
the ra n ks  o f labor.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
In s e rtio n s  in  th is  co lum n  are  

25 cents fo r  five  lines. Copy m ust 
l>e In  a t  th e  A P P E A L  o ffice  be­
fo re  6 o 'c lock  M onday evening.

N E W  Y O R K

B E  C A R E F R E E  w ith  the A s to r ia  
B ranch , S a tu rda y  even ing, Sept. 
24, a t H a rm o n ie  T ave rn , 38-04 
B roadw ay, A s to r ia . B M T , IR T , 
8th Ave. subw ays to B roadw ay 
s ta tio n . E a ts, D r in k s , Deluxe.

L O W E R  E A S T  S ID E  b ra n ch  as­
sures H E L L U V A  good tim e  fo r  
a ll Sat. Sept. 24. The  H E L L IS H  
S E C R E T  o f o u r e n te rta in m e n t 
w il l  be revealed to  a ll w ho p lu n k  
th e ir  20c. on the  line . 159 R iv - 
ing ton .

M IN N E A P O L IS , M IN N .

T W O  S T U D Y  C O U R S ES: 
"F u n d a m e n ta ls  o f S oc ia lism "
— 6 Lessons

W . W . N o rr is , In s tru c to r  
"H is to ry  o f A m e rican  L abor 
M ovem en t" 6 Lessons

F e lix  M o rro w , In s tru c to r  
Classes held eve ry  M onday eve­
n in g  b e g in n ing  Sept. 26, 8 P. M. 
S oc ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty  H a ll, 
919 M arq u e tte  Ave.

A dm iss ion  Free.

S O C IA L IS T  F O R U M  
E v e ry  Sunday a t 3 P.M . beg in ­
n in g  Sept. 25. D ea ling  w ith  c u r­
re n t sub jec ts  o f local, n a tio na l 
and in te rn a t io n a l in te re s t. Good 
Speakers.

Sept. 25: "C ze ch o -S lo va k ia — 
L it t le  B e lg iu m  o f the 2nd W o rld  
W a r."  Speaker: F e lix  M orro w . 
S oc ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty  H a ll, 
919 M arq u e tte  Ave. A dm . 10c.

C A M P  S E V E N  O AK S, E a ton - 
tow n , N .J. (R ed B a n k  S ta tio n ). 
C a p a c i t y  25, s w im m in g  pool, 
tenn is  c o u rt and o th e r sports  
fa c ilit ie s , good food, c o m fo rt­
able housing. D a ily  ,$2.25, w eek­
ly  $13.00. F u r th e r  in fo rm a tio n , 
phone B R y a n t 9-7620 o r E a to n - 
to w n  515.

Set H e a rin g  for
Jobless Youth

F o u r m em bers o f the  W o rk ­
ers A llia n ce , charged  w ith  fe ­
lon ious assau lt as a resu lt o f 
a d e m o n s tra tio n  in  a B ro o k ­
ly n  h o m e  re lie f bu reau , are  
out on $1,000 ba ll, a w a it in g  a 
h e a rin g  on Oct. 1 in  the  B ro o k ­
ly n  F e lony C ourt. T he  police 
are t r y in g  to  ra ilro a d  them  to 
p rison  fo r  a long  te rm  in  o r­
der to  que ll th e  m il i ta n t  s p ir it  
o f the unem ployed.

The r io t  In the  bu reau  fo l­
lowed th e  re fu sa l o f re lie f o f­
fic ia ls  to  cons ide r th e  case o f 
W ill ia m  L u b in , s ta rv in g  and 
homeless yo u th  w ho had been 
g iven an 11-week run -a round .

S ixteen m em bers o f the  A l­
liance  de lega tion  were a rre s t­
ed, beaten, and charged w ith  
d iso rd e rly  conduct. L u b in  and 
th ree  o thers  are  charged  w ith  
fe lo n io us  assau lt, F un d s  are 
so re ly  needed fo r  defense. Con­
tr ib u t io n s  shou ld  be s e n t  to  
the L u b in  Defense C om m ittee , 
c. o. th e  S o c ia lis t Appeal. Save 
the 16 m ilita n ts  fro m  ja i l l

ALLIANCE HEADS 
READY TO EXPEL 
MILITANT LOCALS

S ta lin is t Com m ittee 
A b le  to Revoke 

Charters
B U L L E T IN

N E W  Y O R K . — T he  Jam a ica  
Loca l o f th e  W o rk e rs  A llia n ce , 
th e  largest: in  Qu e e n s C ounty, 
w ith  a m em bersh ip  o f m ore  than  
500, q u i t  the  A llia n c e , and de­
nounced its  S ta lin is t leade rsh ip ’s 
po lic ies  and ta c tic s  as "n o t  in  
the  best in te re s ts  o f th e  unem ­
ployed and  W .P .A . w o rk e rs .”  The  
L o c a l’s m em bersh ip  voted to  send 
delegates to  the O ctober 1 con­
ference, ca lled to  cons ide r s e ttin g  
up a new  unem ployed  and W .P .A . 
un ion .

*  *  *

B y  G E O R G E  M IL T O N
N E W  Y O R K . — B ecom ing  pan­

ic k y  over rep o rts  o f a g ro w in g  re ­
vo lt aga in s t S ta lin ism  in  the N. 
Y. W o rke rs  A llia nce , the B ro w - 
d e rite  leadersh ip  las t week m et 
in  specia l session o f the J o in t 
B oard  and re fe rre d  to a sub­
com m ittee  the suspension and 
subsequent l i f t in g  o f a ll Loca l 
ch a rte rs  whose m em bersh ip  re ­
fused to  take  a lo y a lty  oa th , and 
rescind ac tion  in  send ing  observ­
ers to  the O ctober 1 C onference, 
ca lled by the M echan ics ’ U n ion .

In vo lve d  in  th is  pu rge  move 
are some e ig h t o r n ine locals en­
com passing m ore than  1,200 m em ­
bers.

T he  sub -com m ittee , w h ich  has 
been g iven  com ple te  pow er to  
suspend and l i f t  ch a rte rs  "w h e n ­
ever i t  sees f it , ”  consists o n ly  o f 
S ta lin is ts  o r th e ir  stooges, w h e re ­
as on the J o in t  B oa rd  are  a few  
m em bers o f the S oc ia lis t P a rty . 
F ea r was e x p r e s s e d  by Sam 
W isem an, S ta lin is t secre ta ry , th a t 
p u b lic ity  to  these s p lit t in g  moves 
by the C, P. w ou ld  p rove a boom ­
erang, and so the deed w il l  be 
co m m itte d  beh ind  locked doors 
and ca rr ie d  out in  tru e  S ta lin is t 
s ty le .

A im ed  at. C onven tion
T h is  piece o f s t  ra  t  e g y  was 

evolved to  fo re s ta ll an y  progress­
ive delegate f r o m  g e tt in g  the 
floo r a t the  n a tio n a l convention , 
w h ich  is conven ing  in  C leveland, 
Ohio, F r id a y , Septem ber 23.

A g a in  u t i l iz in g  its  w e ll know n  
m ethod o f u s ing  the S. P. fo r  
“ f r o n t ”  purposes, and then  con­
v e n ie n tly  d isc a rd in g  them  a fte r  
th e ir  w o rk  is com pleted, the S ta­
lin is ts  have thus  begun to grease 
th e ir  expu ls ion  m ach ine  fo r  al| 
A llia nce  m em bers w ho re fuse  to 
put them selves under th e ir  d ic ­
ta to r ia l thum bs.

Said S ta lin is t E lv in  Abeles a t 
the J o in t B oa rd  m ee ting : "W e ’ve 
got to  clean house in  a h u rry , and 
before the N a tio n a l C onven tion ." 
M rs. R oosevelt, and o th e r N ew  
Deal d ig n ita rie s , w ho  have been 
in v ite d  to  the convention , m us t not 
be em barrassed by any u n to w a rd  
in c id e n t there , w h ic h  m ay o th e r­
wise m ar the so le m n ity  o f the 
occasion, o r in te rfe re  w ith  the re ­
hearsed proceedings.

A de lega tion  o f fo u r, rep resen t­
in g  N . Y. locals, and a ll a c c re d it­
ed delegates, w il l  appear a t the 
n a tio n a l convention , and dare the 
S ta lin is ts  to  do th e ir  d ir ty  w o rk . 
The de lega tion  consists o f B re n ­
dan Sexton, R hoda  Pearson, J u ­
dah A ltm a n , and N e il H a rris o n .

F ou r-P o in t. P ro g ra m  
A t a m ee tin g  o f th e  P rog ress­

ive  G roup  in  the A llia nce , the 
cha llenge  la id  dow n by the s p lit ­
t in g  t a c t i c s  o f the S ta lin is t 
w re cke rs  was taken  up. and a 
basis upon w h ich  to  ra l ly  a ll s in ­
cere and p rogressive  e lem ents in  
the A llia n c e  was in co rp o ra ted  in  
the f o l l o w i n g  f o u r  ca rd in a l 
po in ts :

1. M ilita n c y  in  a c tio n ;
2. R eal dem ocracy in  the o r­

g a n iza tion  ;
3. N o n -p a rtis a n s h ip ; and
4. No p u ssy foo tin g  w i t h  t h e  

p o lit ic ia n s .
I t  was po in ted  o u t th a t  im m e ­

d ia te ly  a fte r  the N ovem ber elec­
tions a wave o f lay-o ffs  w i l l  be in ­
s titu te d  on the  W .P .A . p ro jec ts ,

NEW YORK C. I. O. 
SUPPORTS F. D. R.
H ead of State Body 

Pledges W orkers 
to W ar-M ake rs

N E W  Y O R K  — S uppo rt o f 
P res iden t R ooseve lt’s N ew  Deal, 
speech-m aking  lo r  com pany un ­
ion p o litics , and a pledge made 
by A lla n  S. H ayw ood , P res iden t 
o f the new ly  o rgan ized S tate In ­
d u s tr ia l C ounc il, to  go to w a r  in  
defense o f dem ocracy, w ere the 
keynotes o f N ew  Y o rk ’s f i r s t  C. 
I.  O. co nven tion  held here  over 
last week-end.

The f i r s t  da y ’s session was 
tra n s fo rm e d  in to  a cam pa ign  
ra l ly  fo r  a s p ir in g  D e m ocra tic  
P a r ty  cand idates. The  800 dele­
gates rep re se n ting  between 700,- 
000 to  800,000 o rgan ized w o rke rs , 
lis tened to G o ve rno r Lehm an, 
w ho  has re ce n tly  announced h is 
cand idacy  fo r  the Senate, o u tlin e  
h is  good deeds in  the b e h a lf o f 
labor.

Lehm an  contended th a t “ p ro ­
s p e rity  h inges on the in te llig e n t 
coopera tion  o f in d u s try , labo r and 
g o ve rn m e n t."  D e p lo r in g  the use 
o f s tr ik e s  to se ttle  the w o rk e r ’s 
econom ic prob lem s, he declared 
th a t “ he had found  in d u s tr ia l 
s t r i fe  fre q u e n tly  comes because 
o f m isu n d e rs ta n d in g  and ig n o r­
ance o f the a c tu a l fa c ts .”

P arade o f P o lit ic ia n s
A  long  and loud parade o f po­

lit ic ia n s  fo llow ed , h a ra n g u in g  the 
delegates on the fa m il ia r  sub jec ts  
o f N ew  D ea l p o lit ic s , s u p p o rt o f 
P re s id e n t R ooseve lt “ w ho  is the 
g rea test fr ie n d  the w o rk e rs  ever 
had", te a r fu l appeals fo r  A. F . o f 
L . — C. I. O. u n ity , dem agogic 
speeches on fasc ism  and w in d y  
o ra tio n s  on the  m any b lessings o f 
dem ocracy.

The m a in  re p o rt o f the conven­
tio n  was m ade by A lla n  S. H a y ­
wood, s e ttin g  fo r th  a p ro g ra m  o f 
le g is la tive  re fo rm s  and em phas­
iz in g  the need fo r  redoubled sup­
p o rt o f the  W a g n e r L a b o r R e la ­
tio n s  A c t. A m o n g  the fu tu re  ac­
t iv it ie s  nam ed in  h is  re p o rt were 
a t ig h t a g a in s t ra c ia l and re l ig i­
ous d is c r im in a tio n , m ore adequate 
re lie f s tandards, un ion  assistance 
to the unem ployed, im p ro ve m en ts  
in  the Socia l S e cu rity  A c t. T h is  
p ro g ra m  was voted on and passed 
u n a n im o u s ly  by the convention .

H ayw ood in  h is  m a in  speech 
declared th a t  the conven tion  was 
no t be ing  held to  w iden the s p lit  
in  the ra n ks  o f o rgan ized  labor. 
“ The  fo rm a tio n  o f th is  S ta te  body 
is not d irec ted  aga in s t the A . F. 
o f L ."  he said. "O u r f irs t  consid ­
e ra tio n  sh a ll be to  c a rry  o u t the 
po lic ies enunc ia ted  by o u r g re a t 
leader, John  L. Lew is , nam e ly  to  
o rgan ize  t h e  unorgan ized  and 
w h ile  we are  do ing  th is , we m ust 
p r o g r e s s  and s tren g th e n  the  
C.I.O. u n ions ."

P ro -W a r R eso lu tion  
A  w a r-m o n g e rin g  reso lu tio n  

in  su p p o rt o f  "peace”  was ca r­
ried. I t  sa id  in  p a r t :  " th e  m ad 
rush  o f n a tio ns  to w a rd  w a r, en 
g ineered b y  the  a u to c ra tic  fas­
c is t pow ers, can be checked i f  
the  p ro p e r econom ic measures 
are  p u t to  use, and we urge  
th a t fasc is t w a r  aggression  be 
res is ted  th ro u g h  e c o n o m i c  
means. W e ca ll upon th e  dem o­
c ra t ic  n a tio ns  o f the  w o r ld  to  
jo in  e ffo rts  in  u t i l iz in g  to  th e  
u t m o s t  th e  econom ic in s tru ­
m e n ta lit ie s  o f peace, to  the  end 
th a t  w a r  m ay  be p reven ted . . .”  
T he  reso lu tio n  ca lled  upon the  
States g o ve rn m e n t “ to  cooper­
a te  w ith  the  d e m o cra tic  forces 
m ake rs  and  to  preserve peace 
and dem ocracy.”

M an y  delegates proposed reso­
lu tio n s  in  fa v o r o f R ooseve lt ru n ­
n in g  fo r  a th ird  te rm , b u t they 
w ere tab led  by the convention , a l­
though  i t  was made a m p ly  c lear 
th a t the deference o f th is  issue 
was due on ly  to ta c tic a l reasons.

“ S tand by F ra n ce ”
In  the las t session held a t M ec­

ca Tem ple  Leon Jouhaux, p re s i­
d en t o f the F rench  C on fede ra tion  
o f Labor, was in tro d u ce d  by H a y ­
wood w ith  the pledge th a t the 
A m e rica n  w o rk e rs  "w o u ld  stand  
w ith  the w o rk e rs  o f F rance  i f  
the  F re n ch  found  i t  necessary to 
go to  w a r to  sa feguard  dem oc­
ra cy ."

In  lin e  w i t h  the S ta lin is t- in ­
sp ired  tone o f m any o f the  reso­
lu tio n s  adopted by the conven­
tio n , a good s p r in k lin g  o f S ta lin ­
is ts  w ere elected to  the S tate 
C om m ittee , set up by the conven­
tio n .

The  In te rn a t io n a l Lad ies G ar- 
men W o rk e rs  U n ion  d id  no t send 
any delegates to the convention , 
though  some o f its  loca ls sent 
fo rm a l t e l e g r a m s  o f s o lid a r ity  
w ith  the  co n ve n tio n ’s aim s.

B O O K S  A S K E D  F O R  SCH OO LS
The In te rn a t io n a l A llie d  P r in t ­

in g  T rades A ssoc ia tion  has re ­
quested th a t  the W .P .A . a llo t ten 
m illio n  d o lla rs  to  purchase new 
te x t books fo r  th e  m any th o u ­
sands o f schools in  the  U n ite d  
S tates whose expend itu res  fo r  
school purposes have decreased 
n e a rly  700 m illio n  d o lla rs  a n n u ­
a lly  d u r in g  the past e ig h t years 
despite  the fa c t  th a t  the num ber 
o f s tuden ts  has increased m any 
hundreds o f thousands.

and th a t now  is the tim e  to  lay  
t h e  g ro u n d w o rk  to f ig h t these 
layo ffs , a ta sk  in  w h ic h  the  A l­
liance  fa ile d  m ise rab ly .

RUSE MENACES 
McCORD STRIKE
(C ontinued  fro m  page 1)

in g  H o u se r’s move fo r  w h ich  he 
had no a u th o r ity  w h a te ve r and 
d e c la rin g  th a t the s tr ik e  w ou ld  
con tinue .

E v e r since the s tr ik e  a t the 
M cC ord  p la n t b e g a n  a n d  fo r  
weeks p r i o  r  to  its  com m ence­
m ent, H ouser and h is c ron ies  on 
the  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  E x e cu tive  
B oard , on bo th  sides o f the fa c ­
t io n  fig h t, view ed the M cC ord  s i ­
tu a tio n  w ith  g re a t uneasiness. The 
loca l had ca lled upon the In te r ­
n a tio n a l to  f u r n i s h  assistance 
th ro u g h  sym p a th e tic  a c tio n  in  
o th e r p lan ts. P rom ises were p len ­
t i fu l ,  b u t Loca l 210 was p u t on a 
carouse l as fa r  as any rea l as­
sistance was concerned. H ouser's  
a tte m p t to  end the s tr ik e  under 
the w o rs t possible c ircum stances  
came as a c u lm in a tio n  to  m on ths 
o f de linquency  and sabotage.

H ouse r Condem ned
A  s ta te m e n t o f the loca l un ion  

appeared in  the press condem n­
in g  H ouse r fo r  v io la t in g  every 
accepted p ra c tice  o f u n io n ism  as 
w e ll as the c o n s titu tio n  o f the 
U .A .W . T he  Loca l ca lled on th e  
p o lic y  co m m itte e  o f the E xecu­
tiv e  B oard  to  m eet im m e d ia te ly  
and c a r r y  o u t  the reso lu tio n  
passed a t  the R eg iona l C o n fe r­
ence o f a ll M ich ig a n  locals to  the 
e ffect th a t  the In te rn a t io n a l in ­
s tru c t  a ll loca ls to  re fuse  to w o rk  
on scab M cC ord  p roducts.

P res id e n t M a r t in  was advised in  
a w ire  fro m  the loca l th a t H ouser 
had v io la te d  the  c o n s titu tio n  o f 
the un ion  and th a t they  expected 
h im  to convoke  a m ee tin g  o f the 
E xe cu tive  B oard  and reach a fo r ­
m a l decis ion o f assistance to  the 
s tr ik e . The  E x e c u t i v e  B oard

m et b u t to o k  no a c t i o n  o th e r 
th a n  a p p o in t a p o licy  com m ittee  
em powered to  decide p o licy  in  
th is  and s im ila r  s itu a tio ns . The 
n ex t move o f Loca l 210 was to 
send a de legation  o f 75 M cCord 
s tr ik e rs  to  the headquarte rs  of 
the In te rn a t io n a l,  the G risw o ld  
B u ild in g , w h ic h  dem anded im m e­
d ia te  a c tio n  by the p o licy  c o m m it­
tee. The  po licy  co m m itte e  hedged 
and dodged, and H ouser, R e u th e r 
and Co. tr ie d  to weasel th e ir  w ay 
out o f any d e fin ite  co m m itm e n t, 
bu t the ins is tence  o f the delega­
tio n  f in a lly  com pelled H ouse r to 
phone the com pany in fo rm in g  
them  th a t the truce  was o ff and 
th a t he w ished to open new nego­
tia tio n s .

P o lice  A ssa u lt S tr ik e rs
As we go to press, W ya n d o tte  

police are  a tte m p tin g  to smash 
the p ic k e t line . Severa l s tr ik e rs , 
in c lu d in g  John W . A n d e r s o n ,  
m em ber o f the E x e cu tive  Board 
of the W est Side L o ca l w ere a r ­
rested and held by the police fo r  
severa l hours.

M em bers o f L oca l 210, how ever, 
are convinced th a t  w ith  the ac­
tiv e  su p p o rt o f o th e r U .A .W , they  
cou ld  successfu lly  repe l the  a t­
tacks  o f the police. B u t they have 
become in c re a s in g ly  and r ig h t ­
fu l ly  b it te r  o f the sham e fu l and 
c r im in a l t r e a t m e n t  accorded 
them  by H o u s e r  and Co. M r. 
H ouser and h is  k in d  are  d ire c t ly  
responsib le  be fore  the w o rk e rs  o f 
D e tro it  fo r  the outcom e o f the 
M cC ord s tr ik e . H is  recen t c o llu ­
s ion w ith  the m anagem ent m akes 
the p o ss ib ilty  o f a v ic to ry  m ore 
d if f ic u lt  and h is ac tions  over the 
e n tire  seven-weeks' pe riod  have 
in flic te d  serious dam age on the 
s tr ik e . H ouser and t h o s e  w ho 
agree o r fo llo w  h im  should  re ­
m em ber th a t  a c e rta in  F ra n c is  
D illo n  was sent back to the  bush- 
leagues by th e  au to  w o rk e rs  fo r  
b e h a v i n g  in a no t d is s im la r  
fash ion.

Appeal A rm y
" . . .  I  conno t close w ith o u t 

sa y in g  a fe w  w ords about the 
Appea l. In  com parison  w ith  any 
o th e r mass o rgan  we have ever 
had, I  am  sa tis fie d  th a t  the 
A ppeal is the  m ost o u ts ta n d in g .”

— John  E n e s tve d t o f Chaska, 
M inneso ta .

" . . .  We are in te res ted  in  y o u r 
p u b lic a tio n  and w ou ld  app rec ia te  
v e ry  m uch re ce iv in g  copies fo r  
use in o u r cu rre n t-e ve n ts  w o rk ."

The  Sholcm  A le ichem  School, 
B ro o k ly n , N . Y.

These le tte rs  are ty p ic a l o f 
m any we rece ive every  week. A ll 
in d ica te  th a t the A ppea l is reach ­
in g  an eve r-b roade r c i r c l e  o f 
readers and sym pa th ize rs  o f the  
F o u r th  In te rn a tio n a l. The  recen t 
p ick -u p  o f new  subscribe rs  and 
bund le -o rde rs  in d ica te s  th a t  g re a t 
p o ss ib ilitie s  o f ra p id ly  in c rea s in g  
o u r c irc u la tio n  a w a it us.

F o r th is  reason we s tro n g ly  
u rge  a ll local b ranches and l i t -  
agents to  launch  a t once loca l 
cam pa igns fo r  new  subs and 
la rg e r bund le-o rders . W e expect 
to  announce plans fo r  the g re a t 
A ppeal F a ll-W in te r  D r iv e  s h o rtly . 
B u t we w ou ld  lik e  to  see a ll 
b ranches fo llo w  the  exam ple  o f 
o u r su p e r-s ta r sa leslady, R u th  
Q uerio  o f A lle n to w n , w ho on he r 
ow n in it ia t iv e  has m ore th a n  
doubled h e r bu n d le -o rde r in  a 
fe w  weeks and has taken  as h igh  
as 80 A ppeals some weeks. We 
expect fro m  now  on a steady in ­
crease in  c irc u la tio n  w ith  ou r 
goal o f 10,000 d ra w in g  c loser and 
closer!

H ere 's  the lis t o f new subs th a t

came in  las t week. W e w a n t to  
p o in t o u t th a t th is  is a record
fo r  the A ppeal:
N E W  Y O R K  C I T Y --------------------16
M in n e a p o lis ----------------- — ----------12
M ic h ig a n ------------------------------- - — 7
C h ic a g o ------------------------------------- 4
W a sh in g ton , D. C. — — — — 4
N ew  J e rs e y ------- --------- — — — 3
St. P a u l ------------------------------------------3
M assacheusetts — — — — — 2
C on n e c ticu t — — — -— — — 2
P h ila d e lp h ia  — — — — — — 2
O hio  — — — -------------------------------- 1
T e x a s ----------------------------------------------1
F ore ig n  — ----------------------- -------------- 3

T O T A L  60 
* * ♦

I t  looks lik e  K a r l  S h ie r o f 
C h icago  is g o in g  to  w in  the sub­
s c r ip tio n  contest. W ith  o n ly  tw o  
weeks le f t  to go, K a r l  is w ay in  
the lead w ith  21 subs!

+ *  *

Abe M ille r  o f N ew  Y o rk  C ity  
has ju s t p laced an o rd e r fo r  1500 
e x tra  copies o f the  W o rld  Con­
gress issue w h ich  w i l l  appear 
ve ry  soon. H as y o u r b ranch  come 
th ro u g h  yet?

*  *  *

N o tice : Those w ho have a lready  
ordered th e ir  bound vo lum es o f 
the  1937 A ppea l w i l l  receive them  
s h o rtly . T he re  has been some 
de lay in  the process o f h a v in g  
them  bound.

*  *  *

Send a ll c o n tr ib u tio n s  and subs 
to :
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Post-War European 
Lineup Shattered

(C ontinued  fro m  page 1)
o f f  fro m  the w o rk in g  class in  a ll 
coun tries , i t  is now  th rea tened  
m o r ta lly  by the fr ie n d s  i t  t r ie d  to 
m ake am ong the  ca p ita lis ts . The 
" v ic to ry "  o f H it le r , in  C en tra l 
E u rope  is a n o th e r " v ic to ry "  fo r 
S ta lin ’s b rand  o f “ re a lis tic  p o li­
tics. '

R e -M a k in g  the  M ap
B o th  in London and P a r is  the 

hope rides h igh  th a t w a r has been 
avei'ted. B u t th a t hope has l i t t le  
basis. The trou b le s  o f the W o rld  
W a r v ic to rs  are  o n ly  beg inn ing . 
The  successful G erm an cam pa ign  
fo r  the a m p u ta tio n  o f the Sudeten 
le g io n s  o f C zechoslovakia  has 
q u ic k ly  aroused the o th e r co u n t­
ries  b o rd e rin g  the land o f m any 
races. H u n g a ry , w ith  fu l l  su p p o rt 
fro m  H it le r ,  has dem anded "se lf- 
d e te rm in a tio n "  fo r  the H u n g a ria n  
m in o r ity  in  C zechoslovakia. P o l­
and has come fo rw a rd  w ith  a 
dem and fo r  the s t r ip  o f Czecho­
s lovak S ilesia — c o n ta in in g  in ­
c id e n ta lly  the  r ic h e s t coal reg ion  
in  C zechoslovakia  — in  w h ich  the 
P o lish  m in o r ity  lives. The map 
m ake rs  w i l l  no t be able to  keep 
up w ith  the process o f d ism em ­
b e rm en t th a t w i l l  now  set in.

W h a t we a re  w itn e ss in g  is  the

Akron Unionists Blast
Lying Liberty A rticle

d isso lu tion  o f the e n tire  p o lit ic a l 
system created as a re s u lt o f the 
last W o rld  W ar. The process, le ft 
n the hands o f the bourgeosisie, 

"d e m o c ra tic ”  and Fascist, is lead­
ing  d ire c t ly  to w a rd  a S e c o n d  
W o rld  W a r. I t  w il l  be s h a rp ly  in ­
te rru p te d  and pu t on the ra ils  to ­
w ards a rea l la s tin g  peace on ly  
by the re v o lu tio n a ry  in te rv e n tio n  
;>f the w o rke rs  o f a ll coun tries . 
1'he w o rke rs  have no side in  the 
w ar th a t is be ing  p repared. To 
say they have is consciously  to 
accen tua te  the d iv is io n s  in  the 
w o rk in g  c la rs  a long  n a tio n a l 
lines, to  fan the n a tio n a l and race 
ha treds w h ich  keep the  w o rke rs  
lashed to th e ir  respective  c a p ita l­
is t classes. T h a t is the  ro le  now  
played by the re fo rm is t trade  u n ­
ion leaders, the so-called S oc ia lis t 
and L a b o r pa rties , and above a ll 
by  the  S ta lin is ts . T h a t w ay  leads 
to w a r and m u tu a l des tru c tio n .

B y  c u tt in g  across these n a tio n a l 
lines and u n it in g  the w o rk e rs  o f 
a ll the  w ould-be b e llig e re n t na ­
tions  and o f a ll the  races in 
C e n tra l Europe  w ith  a re v o lu tio n ­
a ry  p ro g ra m  id e n tic a l w ith  th e ir  
com m on in te rests , the re v o lu tio n ­
is ts  w i l l  lead the  w ay to w a rd  p ro ­
le ta r ia n  pow er and — th is  w ay 
alone — to w a rd  peace.

G.P.U. Assassins and Their Victim

L e ft :  Ignaee Reiss, w ho b roke  w ith  th e  S ovie t secret serv ice  and declared fo r  the 
F o u r th  In te rn a tio n a l, was kidnapi>ed and m urde red  by S ta lin 's  G .P.U. near Lausanne, 
S w itze rla n d , on Sept. 4, 1987. V la d im ir  K o n d ra t ie ff  and D m it ry  Sm izensky (U ppe r r ig h t ) ,  
R enata  S te ine r and G e rtru d e  S eh ildbach  ( lo w e r r ig h t )  a re  the G.P.U. agents w ho pa r-

tie ip a ted  in  th is  d a s ta rd ly  erim e.

MURDERERS OF REISS
SEEK LIFE OF TROTSKY

'] he G.P.U. th a t shot down Ignaee Reiss in  
S w itze rla n d  a yea r ago, th a t k idnapped E rw in  
W o lf, T ro ts k y ’s secre ta ry , in Spain last sum m er, 
th a t k idnapped  and p robab ly  m urdered  R udo lph  
E lem en t, secre ta ry  o f the F o u rth  In te rn a t io n a l,  
in  P a ris  last Ju ly , is now p lo tt in g  to take  the life  
o f Leon T ro ts k y  in  M exico.

'1 h is d a rk  in te rn a tio n a l m afia  d irec ted  by the 
hand o f S ta lin  in the K re m lin  is behind a new 
cam pa ign  th a t has been begun by the S ta lin is ts  
and th e ir  agents in  M exico in  an a tte m p t to 
w o rk  up a lynch  a tm osphere  d irec ted  aga inst 
T ro ts k y . S ta lin is t agents in  the un ions in  M exico 
are t r y in g  to exe rt pressure in th is  d ire c tio n . 
The  T eachers ’ U n ion  rece n tly  adopted a reso lu ­
tion , S ta lin is t- in s p ire d , hos tile  to T ro ts k y . In  
the S ta lin is t press the fa m il ia r  lies and s landers 
are being w hipped up in to  a fresh  frenzy  o f 
h y s te ric a l hate o f the w o r ld ’s p re m ie r B o lshev ik .

T h is  cam pa ign , begun as soon as H e rna n  
Laborde  re tu rn e d  fro m  h is  secre t v is it  to  N ew  
Y o rk , the G.P.U. cen te r fo r  N o r th  A m e rica , is 
designated to crea te  an a tm osphere  " fa v o ra b le ”

to  a te r ro r is t  a tte m p t on the life  o f T ro ts k y .
We have in  the last few  m on ths been able to  

fo llo w  the traces o f va riou s  p ro m in e n t G.P.U. 
agents w ho  have been ordered to M exico  to 
organ ize  the assassination o f T ro ts k y . L a s t Feb­
ru a ry  police in v e s tig a tin g  the m u rd e r o f Ignaee 
Reiss, the ex-G.P.U. agent w ho b roke  w ith  S ta lin  
and came over to  the F o u r th  In te rn a t io n a l,  came 
upon the effects o f one Rossi, a lia s  Rous. A m ong  
h is  be long ings w ere found  a m ap o f M exico  C ity  
and a copy o f R ossi’s a p p lica tio n  fo r  a M exican 
visa.

A n o th e r F rench  agent named Georges F ou r- 
n ia l was rep o rte d  in  M exico  last M arch . In  
A p r i l  i t  was repo rted  th a t  George M in k , an 
A m e rican  w ho has ca rr ie d  out some o f the m ost 
m urde rous ass ignm en ts  o f the G.P.U., especia lly  
in  Spain, was on h is  w ay to M exico. A ll these 
a tte m p ts  are now  go ing  to add up to w h a t the 
G.P.U. hopes w il l  be the fin a l and successfu l one.

S afeguard T ro ts k y ’s l ife !  L e t the g u a rd  
a round  h im  be doubled and treb led . The  G.P.U. 
m us t n o t be p e rm itte d  to  c a rry  o u t the  v ic ious  
c rim e  i t  contem pla tes.

War Crisis Curbs 
Strikes In France

French Bosses Use N a tio n a l Defense P lans 
to B reak Strikes an d  C h a in  W orkers 

to W a r M ach in e

B y R. F E R G U S O N

A K R O N . — A k ro n  labo r began 
its  response to  the v ic ious  a n ti-  
C.I.O. a tta c k  launched aga in s t the 
loca l un ion  m ovem ent in  the a r ­
tic le  "W h y  A k ro n  Is  a G host C ity  
— H ow  S tr ik e s  B ro u g h t R u in ” 
pub ished in  last w eek's  L ib e r ty  
m agazine, by e n te r in g  a lib e l s u it  
fo r  $500,000 damages a g a in s t the 
a u th o r, pub lishe r, and loca l d is ­
tr ib u to rs  o f the a rtic le .

C. Nelson S parks, ex-m ayor of 
A k ro n  and fo u n d e r o f the  la te  
L a w  and O rde r L e a g u e  w h ich  
fizzed o u t in  the G oodyear s tr ik e  
o f 1936, w ro te  the  a rt ic le  fro m  
h is cu s to m a ry  s to ck -in -tra d e  o f 
rab b le -ro u s in g  v ig ila n tis m . I t s  
p u b lic a tio n  in  a n a tio n a lly  kn o w n  
m agazine such as L ib e rty  s ig n i­
fies th a t th is  type  o f re a c tio n a ry  
p ropaganda  is s te a d ily  g a in in g  
fa v o r  w ith  t h e  r e a l  ru le rs  o f 
A m e rica .

W o rk e rs  K n o w  S parks
Sparks, in  the l e g a l  ac tion  

taken  ag a in s t h im , is charged 
w ith  b e i n g  “ irrespons ib le , u n ­
tru th fu l,  un re lia b le , b a n k ru p t, a 
d is to r te r  o f fac ts , a d isg ru n tle d  
p o lit ic ia n , an e x p lo ite r o f W o rld  
W a r ve te rans f o r  h i s  persona l 
g a in ,"  e tc.—a ll o f w h ich  charges 
the  w o rke rs  o f A k ro n  have long 
since su b s tan tia te d  as the re su lt 
o f th e ir  experiences w ith  h im  in  
the f ir s t  G oodyear s tr ik e . The  ex­
trem e ve rba l v io lence  o f S p a rks ’ 
fa sc is t appeal to  run  the "o u t­
side a g ita to rs ’ ’ ou t o f t o w n  in  
M arch , 1936, even caused so m uch 
a la rm  a m o n g s t  the m ore “ re­
spons ib le " A k ro n  c a p ita lis ts  th a t 
the  Beacon J o u rn a l im m e d ia te ly  
p rin te d  a bold fron t-p ag e  e d ito r i­
a l "N o  R oom  fo r  V ig ila n te s "  to 
d isavow  h im .

The L ib e r ty  a r t ic le  obv ious ly  is 
m ean t to  be fo r  o u ts id e -o f-A k ro n  
consum p tion , inasm uch  as e ve ry ­
one lo ca lly  know s S parks as a 
fo rm e r a g e n t  o f the G oodyear 
T ire  and R ubber Co., in  whose 
serv ice  a t th a t  tim e  he appealed 
to  w a r ve te rans to  he lp  h is  L a w  
and O rde r League crash  the p ic k ­
et lines a r o u n d  G oodyear. H is  
league flopped d is m a lly  because 
a ll A k ro n  labo r was w a it in g  w ith  
weapons in  hand to  m eet it.

The  a rt ic le  c la im s  to  show  how  
A k ro n  as a co m m u n ity  has been 
" ru in e d ”  by the " in v a s io n "  o f the 
C.I.O. and how  la w  and o rde r has 
"b ro ke n  dow n ." The  t r u th  o f the 
m a tte r , how ever, is a lto g e th e r d i f ­
fe re n t, and i t  is to  be hoped th a t 
the  C.I.O. m ovem ent w i l l  no t be 
co n ten t w ith  ta k in g  S parks to 
ta sk  m ere ly  fo r  h is  obvious fa k -  
eries, b u t th a t  i t  w i l l  u t iliz e  th is  
occasion to t a k e  the offensive 
a g a i n s t  the rea l in s p ire rs  o f 
Sparks, the ru b b e r barons and 
W a ll S tree t b a n k in g  houses.

W h o  R u ined  A k ro n ?
The " g h o s t  c i ty ”  aspect of 

S parks ' p ropaganda  was o r ig in ­
a lly  propounded by the  C ham ber 
o f C om m erce and the r u b b e r  
com panies th is  S p rin g  as a m e th ­
od o f in t im id a t in g  the G oodrich  
u n io n is ts  to  accept a d ra s tic  wage 
c u t o r be faced w ith  loss o f 5,000 
jobs th ro u g h  d e ce n tra liza tio n  to 
o u t-o f- to w n  p lan ts . In  th is  respect 
A k ro n  is no m ore o f a "ghos t 
c i ty "  than  F lin t,  D e tro it,  Toledo, 
N ew  Y o rk , etc., etc., w here  bosses 
have moved p ro d u c tio n  aw ay to 
the  S outh  o r to  H ague-pro tected  
N ew  Jersey, in  o rd e r to  ch ise l 
aw ay a t la b o r s tandards.

B u t the re  is a c e rta in  t r u th  in  
c a llin g  A k ro n  a “ ghost c ity .”  I t  
Is th a t  fo r  thousands upon th o u ­
sands o f  w o rke rs  and th e ir  fa m ­
ilies, w ith  21,000 men and th e ir  
f a m i l i e s  dependent on W .P .A . 
wages fo r  live lih o o d , w ith  2,000 
t r y i n g  to get on W .P .A ., and 
12,000 in d iv id u a ls  on d ire c t re lie f

in  the coun ty , m ore than  one- 
fo u r th  o f t h e  p o p u la tio n  is d i­
re c t ly  dependent 0 2 1  re l ie f to  p re ­
ven t s ta rv a tio n . Thousands m ore 
w o rk  tw o  o r  th ree  days per week, 
ju s t enough to keep them  off 
re lie f. A k ro n  shares a g i'ea t p a rt 
o f the 10,000 ev ic tio n s  by the H.’O. 
L.C. in  the  s ta te  o f  O hio  fo r  the 
m on th  o f June  on ly . The  co u rts  
a re  jam m ed w ith  countless cases 
o f repossession by finance com ­
panies o f autos, rad ios , fu rn itu re .

A k ro n  is a “ ghost to w n ”  to  the 
e x te n t t h a t  the ru b b e r barons 
have r u t h l e s s l y '  exp lo ited  it, 
pushed the va s t m a jo r ity  o f its  
people dow n u n d e r  a g i'h id in g  
stone o f econom ic cris is , m a in ­
ta ined  the a rm ed fo rce  o f c a p ita l­
is t la w  and o rde r as a th re a t 
aga in s t sei'ious a tte m p ts  to  b e tte r 
w o rk e rs ’ cond itions . T o  the same 
e x te n t a ll o th e r c itie s  a re  "ghost 
c itie s ,”  and the c o u n try  its e lf  a 
"gho s t c o u n try ” — ru in e d  n o t by 
the C.I.O., b u t by the consum ing  
gi-eed o f a t in y  c lique  o f ca p i­
ta lis ts .

OCTOBER N. I. HAS 
VARIED CONTENT

V aried , lively ', th o ro u g h  a rtic le s  
on the Congi'ess o f the F o u r th  I n ­
te rn a tio n a l. Czechia, P a lestine  
Canada and o th e r im p o r ta n t a r t ­
icles w i l l  fe a tu re  the O ctober is ­
sue o f the N ew  In te rn a tio n a l, 
now  go ing  to  press. In  m any 
respects, leaders  are lik e ly  to 
regal'd  the  O ctober num ber as 
the o u ts ta n d in g  issue o f a m aga­
zine a lrea d y  f i r s t  in  its  fie ld .

Leon T ro ts k y  w rite s  on the  
fo u n d in g  Congress o f the F o u rth  
In te rn a t io n a l,  re ce n tly  concluded 
in P aris , in  an a rtic le , “ A  G rea t 
A ch ievem en t.”

A  q u a lif ie d  w r ite r ,  s ig n in g  h im ­
se lf "D . S." co n trib u te s  an a rt ic le  
on “ C zocho-slovakia  and the E u ­
ropean C ris is .”  A  telescoped, but 
p ro fo u n d  rev iew  on va riou s  as­
pects o f "T h e  P o lit ic a l S itu a tio n  
in P a les tine " has been o ffe re d  by 
L. R ock, w r i t in g  fro m  Jerusa lem . 
S h o rtly  there  is to  be pub lished 
in  book fo rm  in  the Jew ish  and 
E n g lis h  languages a com prehen ­
sive h is to r ic a l s tu d y  o f the Jew ish  
question in  P a lestine  by the same 
w r ite r ,  an a d h e re n t o f the F o u rth  
In te rn a tio n a l, now  a t the  H ebrew  
U n iv e rs ity  in  Jerusa lem .

M au rice  Spector w r ite s  in  ex- 
tenso on "T h e  Soviets and D e­
m ocracy .”  " Is  C anada G oing 
F asc is t? ”  is the  su b je c t o f an ex­
ce llen t a r t ic le  by  E. R obertson.

E d ito r ia l C om m ent concerns i t ­
se lf w ith  c u rre n t b u rn in g  issues, 
C zechoslovakia, W ar, A m e rican  
P o lit ic s , and a specia l e d ito r ia l on 
the “ P os itio n  o f the A m e rican  
F a rm e r.”  The S ov ie t A r ts  today 
are rev iew ed by  E dna  M a rg o lin . 
A rc h iv e  m a te r ia l never before  
pub lished in  the E n g lis h  la n g u ­
age; a d iscussion  a r t ic le  c o n tr ib ­
uted on the  “ T h e ir  M o ra ls  and 
O u rs " d iscussion by R. E. Scoul- 
le r, M a rx is t jo u rn a lis t  fro m  G las­
gow, S co tland ; and o th e r in te re s t­
in g  m a te r ia l, com ple te  the  con­
ten ts  o f the  fo r th c o m in g  O ctober 
issue o f the  N ew  In te rn a t io n a l.

Readers w ho  w ish  to  m ake  sure 
o f n o t m iss in g  an issue o f the 
m a jo r  M a rx is t  o rgan  pub lished  
to d ay  are  in v ite d  to subscribe. 
The  p rice  fo r  a s ing le  copy is 20c. 
F o r one year, $2.00. Address. The 
N E W  IN T E R N A T IO N A L , 1 16 
U N IV E R S IT Y  P L A C E ,  N E W  
Y O R K , N . Y.

PENA QUERIED ON 
SPANISH TRIALS

(C ontinued  fro m  page 1)
sent. He d isc la im ed  any k n o w ­
ledge o f the a rre s t o r im p ris o n ­
m en t o f the  B o lsh e v ik -L e n in is ts , 
M un is , C a r lin i and R odriguez, 
and said he knew' n o th in g  o f th e ir  
im p en d in g  t r ia l.

In  rega rd  to the P.O.U.M . lead­
ers, he decla red  th a t they w ould  
be g iven  every  o p p o rtu n ity ' fo r  a 
lega l defense in  the  cou rts . The 
tr ib u n a ls  in  Spain, he insisted 
severa l tim es, w ere “ a b so lu te ly  in ­
dependent” , even o f the M in is te r  
■if Justice . The judges d ra f t  the 
in d ic tm e n t, ho ld  the t r ia l  and 
p r o n o u n c e  th e ir  ve rd ic t, and 
it  is the fu n c tio n  o f the g o ve rn ­
m ent only' to  c a rry  o u t the decis­
ions o f the courts .

“ D enies”  G. F. U. T r ia ls
S ecre ta ry  N o va ck  then  in q u ire d  

o f the M in is te r  o f Jus tice  w h e th e r 
the G. P. U. also had its  indepen­
den t t r ib u n a ls  in  Spain. S h ru g ­
g in g  h is  shou lders the  M in is te r , 
e m p h a tic a lly  denied th a t  any such 
S ta lin is t t r ib u n a ls  existed.

L a te r  the M in is te r ’s in te rp re te r  
to ld  a n o th e r m em ber o f the de­
lega tion , A ss is ta n t S e c r e t a r y  
K lu g e r, th a t even i f  the  t r ia l  
w ere held, the de fendan ts  con­
fessed, and a v e rd ic t rendered, he 
fe lt sure the de fendan ts  w ou ld  be 
pardoned as th e y  d id  no t w ish  
to  m u rd e r w o rk e rs  h a v in g  d i f ­
ferences o f op in ion .

‘'W e are  n o t in te res ted  in  the 
p e tty  squabble between the T ro ts -  
k y ite s  and S ta lin is ts " , M r. Pena 
declared. "W e have b igge r p ro ­
b lem s to  concern  ourselves w ith , 
such as w in n in g  the w a r."  Asked 
w here he stood in  the f ig h t  be t­
ween the T ro ts k y ite s  and S ta lin ­
ists, Pena rep lied  th a t he stood in 
the m idd le , and th a t was a d if ­
f ic u lt  pos itio n  to  be in . H e made 
no re p ly  to  the  q u e ry  w h a t he 
th o u g h t a bou t people w h o  said, 
they  stood in  the m idd le  d u rin g  
the C iv il W ar.

M in is te r  N o t “ R esponsib le ”
A sked i f  he knew  w h e th e r A n d ­

res N in  had been assassinated by 
the G. P. U., he d isc la im ed  any 
know ledge o f N in ’s fa te. He in ­
fe rre d  th a t  N in  had been k ille d  
d u r in g  the ba rrica d e  f ig h t in g  in 
B a rce lona  a y'ear ago last M ay.

H e  d id  n o t answ er the question 
as to the fa te  o f E rw in  W olfe , 
fo rm e r se c re ta ry  to  Leon T ro ts k y , 
M arc  R e in , son o f R a fe a l A b ro - 
m ow itch , leader o f the Second In ­
te rn a tio n a l, and K u r t  Landau, 
A u s tr ia n  soc ia lis t, a l l  repo rted  
k idnapped  and assassinated by 
the G.P.U. in  Spain. He said he 
was no t responsib le  fo r  w h a t hap ­
pened be fore  he en tered  the  gov­
e rnm ent.

He p rom ised  to  p e rsona lly  in ­
ves tiga te  the R usse ll B la c k w e ll 
case on h is re tu rn  to  Spain, s ta t­
ing  th a t the re a rre s t had taken  
place a f te r  he le ft and he had no 
know ledge  o f the  c ircum stances 
s u rro u n d in g  it.

H e said th a t the re  w ere no p r is ­
oners b e long ing  to the U. G. T . — 
C. N. T. be ing  held fo r  t r ia l  since 
bo th  these g roups w ere now  p a rt 
o f the  gove rnm ent.

C o n c lu d in g  the in te rv ie w , he re ­
peated th a t labo r p risone rs  now  
being held fo r  t r ia l  w ou ld  be 
g iven  as fa ir  a t r ia l  as cou ld  be 
secured anyw he re  in  the w o rld . 
N o va ck  rep lied  th a t  hundreds o f 
thousands o f su p porte rs  o f the 
Spanish w o rk e rs  in  the U n ited  
S tates w ere  w a it in g  to be con­
vinced o f th is  fac t.

A  sh a rp  p ro te s t aga in s t repres­
sion o f re v o lu tio n is ts  in  Spain 
and in  p a r t ic u la r  aga in s t the 
lega l fra m e u p  o f m ilita n ts  o f the 
P. O. U. M. and the B o lsh e v ik  
Ix m in is t g roup  in  B arce lona  was 
made in  a le tte r  las t w eek to  G on­
zalez Pena, Spanish L o y a lis t M i­
n is te r o f Justice , by the  S oc ia lis t 
W o rk e rs  P a rty .

The  S. W . P. w arned  the L o y a l­
is t m in is te r  a g a in s t the adop tion  
o f fa sc is t m ethods by the g o ve rn ­
m ent he rc p re s e n ts .lt demanded 
th a t the  B o ls h e v ik -L e n in is t m i l i t ­
an ts  now  under menace o f death 
sentence in  B arce lona  be acco rd ­
ed a free  and open t r ia l  to  be held 
w ith  an in te rn a t io n a l com m ission  
a tte nd in g .

Pena a rr iv e d  in N ew  Y o rk  to  
address a mass m ee ting  organ ized 
by  the T ra d e  U n ion  R e lie f.

T e x t o f L e tte r
The  S. W. P .’s le tte r  was as fo l­

lows:
"W e address you  as loya l and 

d e t e r m i n e d  a n ti-fa s c is ts  w ho 
have fro m  the b e g in n ing  s u p p o rt­
ed, w ith  every  means in  o u r 
p o w  e r, the s tru g g le  o f the 
Spanish G ove rn m e n t aga in s t the 
m ercena ry  hordes o f the fasc is t 
F ranco  and h is  re a c tio n a ry  allies.

“ The  w e lfa re  o f the w o rke rs  o f 
the  w o rld  is bound up w ith  the 
success o f th is  s tru g g le  aga inst 
the fascists, and consequently  the 
eyes o f a ll w o rk e rs  fo llo w  w ith  
the m ost in t im a te  concern every 
phase o f the events in  Spain.

"W e  b r in g  once m ore  to  y o u r 
a tte n tio n  the g rave  apprehension 
fe lt  by a ll serious a n ti- fa s c is t m i­
l ita n ts  a t  the invas ions and 
ab ro g a tio n  o f w o rk in g  c l a s s  
r ig h ts  and  the repression  o f w o rk ­
in g  class m ilita n ts  w h ich  have 
taken  place w ith in  the te r r ito ry  
o f y o u r gove rnm en t. I t  is im pos­
sib le  to  de fea t fasc ism  by b o rro w ­
in g  fro m  the m ethods o f fasc ism . 
O n ly  th ro u g h  fu l l  p ro le ta r ia n  de­
m ocracy and freedom  can the 
boundless resource o f th e  w o rk ­
ers be ga thered  to g e th e r fo r  suc­
cessfu l res is tance to, and t r iu m p h

The Defense of 
C zechoslovakia

In  an a rt ic le , “ The  Defense 
o f C zecho-s lovakia ,”  W a lte r  
H e ld  analyzes the pos itions o f 
va riou s  w o rk in g  class and pa­
c if is t  fo rces in  re la tio n  to the 
C zecho-s lovakian G ove rnm en t 
and W a r, and sets fo r th  the 
po lic ies to  be pursued by re ­
v o lu tio n is ts  in  case o f w a r be­
tween C zechoslovakia  and G er­
m an Fascism . T h is  p e n e tra t­
in g  a rtic le , ta k in g  the fo rm  
o f a co n tro ve rsy  w ith  W i l l i  
S ch lam m , fo rm e r C o m m u n is t 
P a r ty  leader, and h a v in g  d i­
re c t im p lic a tio n s  co nce rn ing  
the a tt itu d e  o f s im ila r  forces 
and in d iv id u a ls  in  the  U n ited  
States, such as Eugene Lyons, 
and C harles  Y a le  H a rris o n , 
w i l l  appear in  the  O ctober 
num ber o f the N ew  In te rn a ­
tio n a l.

over, th e ir  enemies. T he  e ffe c t o f 
the repressions w h ich  have taken  
place w ith in  the te r r i to ry  o f yo u r 
g o ve rn m e n t can o n ly  be to  w e a k ­
en the u n ite d  s tru g g le  o f the 
w o rke rs , to  sow d iv is io n  in  the 
face o f the enemy and th e rb y  to 
ac t as a g rievous obstacle to  the 
w o rke rs  and th e ir  a llies  th ro u g h ­
o u t the w o rld .

H e ld  Incom m un icado
" In  p a r t ic u la r  we are  a la rm ed  

and in d ig n a n t a t the proceedings 
w h ich  y o u r g o ve rn m e n t has fo l­
lowed w ith  respect to  the  tr ia ls  
in s tig a ted  a g a in s t the lead ing  
m em bers o f the P O U M  and the 
leaders o f the Spanish B o lsh e v ik - 
L e n in is t g roup , M un is , C a r lin i 
and R odriguez.

“ These good com rades, a ll o f 
them  w ith  long  and spotless re ­
cords in  the  la b o r m ovem ent o f 
Spain, s te rn  and fro n t- ra n k  f ig h t ­
ers in  the s trug g le  aga ins t F ranco  
w ere long  m on ths ago im p risoned  
on charges obv ious ly  and b razen­
ly  fram ed  up by the Spanish re ­
p resen ta tives o f S ta lin ’s G PU. In  
v io la tio n  o f the m ost e lem en ta ry  
c iv i l  r ig h ts , they have been held 
incom m un icado, w ith o u t b e n e fit 
o f counsel, w ith o u t p u b lic  in d ic t­
m en t and w ith  no o p p o r tu n ity  to 
defend them selves. Secret tr ia ls  
have been p lanned fo r  them . One 
such t r ia l  was scheduled fo r  A u g ­
ust 20, b u t w ith o u t e ith e r p r io r  
o r subsequent e xp la n a tio n , i t  was 
postponed in  the same secrecy 
th a t  has m arked  a ll the  actions 
taken  w ith  respect to  these de­
fendants.

“ In  the nam e o f the s trug g le  
aga in s t fasc ism  and reaction , to  
w h ich  we have ded icated ou r 
lives, we dem and fo r  these defend 
an ts  th e ir  fu l l  r ig h ts  so th a t  they 
w i l l  be able to  m ake kn o w n  to  
the w o rk e rs  o f Spain and to  the 
w o rld , th e ir  com ple te  innocence 
o f the  G P U ’s fra m e -u p  charges 
ag a in s t them .

BRIDGES ACCEPTS 
CHANGES IN PACT

(C on tinued  fro m  page I )
ions as a w hole. The  d rive  o f the 
bosses a im ed to p re ve n t the u n ­
ions f r o m  t y i n g  up sh ipp ing , 
e ith e r in  p ro tes t a g a in s t in f ra c ­
tions  o f agreem ents o r in  sym ­
p a th y  w ith  o th e r un ions. S ta te ­
m ents by A lm o n  E . R o th , p re s i­
den t o f the W a te r fro n t  E m p lo y ­
ers A ssoc ia tion , declare  th a t th is  
has been accom plished.

B ridges  W il l in g
T h a t H a r ry  B ridges, head o f 

the I.L .W .U ., was n o t opposed to 
such an agreem ent, s t r ik in g  a t 
the pow er o f the un ion , is know n 
fro m  bo th  s ta tem en ts  and ac­
tions. E le m e n ta ry  labo r s o lid a r ity  
has o ften  been v io la te d  by B r id ­
ges, c u lm in a tin g  in  an open a t­
ta ck  on p icke t lines established 
by the S.U.P.

F ro m  sta tem en ts  o f bo th  un ion  
and em ployers, i t  s e e m s  c l e a r  
that, a ll w o rk  m ust con tin ue  d u r­
in g  such a rb itra t io n . W h ile  o the r 
un ions, such as the S.U.P. and

"W e dem and th a t  they  be g iven  
fu l l  r ig h t  to  independen t counsel; 
th a t they  be p e rm itte d  to com ­
m un ica te  fre e ly  w th  fr ie n d s , w it ­
nesses, and co lleagues; th a t a ll 
charges a g a in s t them  be made 
precise and p u b lic ; th a t th e ir  
t r ia l  be held p u b lic ly . W e de­
m and, fu rth e rm o re , th a t  an in ­
te rn a tio n a l com m ission , composed 
o f know n  supporte rs  o f the  f ig h t  
aga inst F ranco , and h a v in g  the 
con fidence  o f the in te rn a tio n a l 
labo r m ovem ents, sha ll be a d m it­
ted to  S pain  to  have free access 
to  these de fendants, and to be 
present as o b s e r v e r s  a t th e ir  
t r ia l.

“ A g a in s t th e  M oscow t r i a l  
fram e -u p  m ethods in  th e  in te r ­
n a tio n a l la b o r m ovem ent.

F o r fu l l  u n ity  and s o lid a r ity  
in  th e  s tru g g le  a g a in s t fasc ism  
and re a c tio n .”

the M a rin e  F irem en , have a rb i­
tra t io n  clauses in  th e ir  con trac ts , 
t h e y  a r e  n o t  e ffec tive  unless 
agreed to  by bo th  pa rties . Thus, 
by re fu s in g  to  re fe r  d ispu tes to 
a rb it ra t io n  boards the  un ions are 
able to  fo rce  th e  em p loye rs  to  ne­
g o tia te  d ire c t ly  on th e  m a tte rs  
invo lved .

U nde r the o ld  agreem ent, w h ich  
was renew ed unchanged b y  the 
seam en’s un ions, a sh ip , i f  nec­
essary, c o u l d  be tie d  up. T h is  
is w h a t the  ow ners  w ished to  
avo id , b u t were unable  to  fo rce  
the seamen to  agree. N o w  i t  ap­
pears as i f  they have done the 
next best th in g  and w il l  fo rce  the 
longshorem en to  w o rk  such ships, 
regard less o f p ic k e t lines.

C om pu lso ry  A rb it ra t io n  Loom s
B y  o ffe r in g  to  extend  th e  same 

type  o f c o n t r a c t  to  the  w a re ­
houses, the S ta lin is t leadersh ip  o f 
the I. L . W . U. is th re a te n in g  to 
saddle a ll the  shore w o rke rs  w ith  
co m p u lso ry  a rb itra t io n . E x p e r i­
ence has p roven  th a t  the m a ch in ­
e ry o f a rb it ra t io n  w o rk s  so le ly  in 
the in te re s ts  o f the bosses, and 
a ll m a r it im e  un ions w i l l  su ffe r i f  
the em ployers succeed in  in s ta ll­
in g  the system.

In  the c le rk s ’ s tr ik e  S ta lin is ts  
are u n ite d  beh ind a p o licy  o f 
"p ea ce fu l”  p ic k e tin g  and spend 
m ost o f th e ir  e ffo rts  in  seek ing  to 
w in  the su p p o rt o f "p u b lic  o p in ­
io n .”  W ith  the  so lid  su p p o rt o f 
the w hole  trad e  u n io n  m ovem ent 
beh ind  them  the c le rk s ’ are in  a 
pos itio n  to  w in  a decis ive v ic to ry , 
g iven  de te rm ined  leadersh ip . U n ­
fo r tu n a te ly , th is  is la ck in g . The 
leadersh ip  seems w il l in g  to se ttle  
on any b a s i s ,  w ith  the bosses 
h o ld in g  ou t fo r  com ple te  c a p itu ­
la tio n .

T h e  in te rv e n tio n  o f M e y e r  
L ew is  is on ly  a danger to  the 
s tr ik e rs . T h is  persona l represen­
ta tiv e  o f W ill ia m  G reen entered 
the s itu a tio n  u n in v ite d  and im ­
m ed ia te ly  o ffered to  se ttle  the 
s tr ik e . T he  un ions in  San F ra n ­
cisco su ffe r e n o u g h  fro m  the 
c lass-co llabo ra tion  o f the  S ta lin ­
ists. T he re  is no room  fo r  im ­
ported fake rs .

B y  F . L. D E M B Y
W h a t has happened to  the re ­

cen t s tr ik e s  o f  the  F re n ch  w o rk ­
ers aga in s t the extension  o f the 
w o rk in g  week to  48 hours by the 
D a la d ie r G o v e r n m e n t ?  T w o  
weeks ago the red flag  was re ­
ported  w a v in g  ove r fa c to rie s  in  
A m iens, a genera l s tr ik e  o f the 
50,000 te x tile  w o rk e rs  w as th re a t­
en ing  and  the  M arse ille s  d o c k  
w o rk e rs  w ere co n d u c tin g  a  tw o- 
m on th -o ld  m il i ta n t  s t r i k e .  H as 
the F re n ch  g o ve rn m e n t used the  
in te rn a t io n a l c ris is  to  m ob ilize  its  
w a r appara tus , c a llin g  the w o rk ­
ers to  the  co lo rs  and th u s  p u tt in g  
an end to  the s tr ik e  m ovem ent?  
W e do kn o w  t h a t  the N a tio n a l 
C om m ittee  o f the  C.G.T. (trade  
u n i o n  fe d e ra tio n ) has approved 
the n a tio n a l defense p lans o f the 
bourgeo is ie .

T he  c o n tra s t between the  m o­
ra le  o f the  F re n ch  p ro le ta r ia t  to ­
day and la s t year, between the 
course o f the class s tru g g le  to ­
day and a yea r ago, is re a lly  
am azing . Gone is the  en thusiasm , 
s p ir i t  and m ilita n c y  o f the 
F rench  w o rke rs . In  its  place 
re ign s  d iscou ragem ent, d is in te r ­
estedness in  p o litic s , and a ll the  
obvious c h a ra c te r is tic s  o f a pe­
rio d  o f soc ia l rea c tio n . T he  m ise r­
able s h o w in g  o f J u ly  14 w as one 
exam ple, The  s teady d r i f t  o f the 
w o rke rs  a w ay fro m  the  C.G.T. 
(G enera l C on fe de ra tio n  o f L a b o r)  
is o b v ious ly  p ro o f o f the  rea c tio n .

I t  is easy to  read th e  m in ds  
o f these w o rke rs . T h e y  say to 
them se lves: “ W e had  e ve ry ­
th in g . N o w  we have  n o th in g . 
W e ca n n o t even t ru s t  o u r lead ­
ers. D a la d ie r  does n o t rep re se n t 
the  People ’s F ro n t. M avbe the  
People’s F ro n t  is  no good. W h a t 
can we do? W e m ig h t  ju s t as 
w e ll en joy  ourselves in  the  
sh o rt t im e  th a t rem a in s  be fore  
w e have  to  f ig h t aga ins t H it le r . ”  
T i l ls  rea c tio n  and  c h a u v in is t ic  
sweep Is, o f course, the  lo g ica l 
f r u i t  o f th e  People 's F ro n t. 
B u t t i le  F re n c h  p ro le ta r ia t does 
no t, as a w ho le , y e t und ers ta n d  
th is  e le m e n ta ry  t ru th .
I t  is easy fo r  us to  trace  the 

o r ig in  and coui-se o f th is  reac­
tio n , because we p red ic ted  it .  I t  
is n o t so easy to es tim a te  the 
extend and  d u ra tio n  o f the reac­
tion . T h a t depends on too m any 
v a ria b le  fac to i's . T rue , the re  is 
c e rta in ly  a le g it im a te  econom ic 
base fo r  a s tr ik e  wave a t present. 
B u t are  the p resen t s tr ik e s  
m ei-ely the  ta il-e n d  o f the  w ho le  
p reced ing  period  o f sh a rp  class 
s trugg les , the  la s t desperate ges- 
tu) es on the p a r t  o f th e  leader- 
less w o rk e rs  be fo re  the  vise of 
the  re a c tio n  c lam ps dow n com ­
p le te ly?  O r, on th e  c o n tra ry , do 
these s tr ik e s  m a rk  the  end o f the 
rea c tio n  and the be g in n ing s  o f a 
desperate u p su ig e  on the  p a r t  o f 
the w o rk in g  class? A  th ird  ele­
m ent, w h ic h  canno t be neglected, 
is the p o s s ib ility  th a t  (as was 
the  case in  A p r i l  o f th is  yea r 
w hen the  B lu m  g o ve rn m e n t fe ll 
and the D a la d ie r  gove rnm ent 
came in to  pow er) the C om m un is t 
P a r ty  is p r in c ip a lly  responsib le  
fo i1 the  s tr ikes .

T he  H ;in d  o f the  C. P.
T h a t the C. P. is the  d r iv in g  

fo rce  beh ind  th e  s tr ik e s  m ay 
seem s trange, bu t n o t i f  one 
know s w h a t has been happen ing  
recen tly . W e kn o w  th a t  the  S ta­
lin is ts  d id  not hes ita te  to  use the 
m ag n ifice n t s tr ik e  ac tion  o f the 
F re n ch  p ro le ta r ia t as b la c k m a il 
a g a in s t the F rench  bourgeo is ie , 
when they  th o u g h t th a t  the fo r- 
m a tio n  o f the D a la d ie r g o ve rn ­
m en t m eant the  abandonm ent o f 
the  F ra n co -S ov ie t p a c t and the 
e n try  o f F rance  in to  the p o lit ic s  
o f the F ou r-P o w e r bloc. We 
know , too, th a t the  73 deputies 
o f the C.P. vo ted  fo r  D a la d ie r 
o n ly  on the basis o f an agree­
m ent th a t no open steps w ou ld  
be taken  by the  F re n ch  b o u r­
geoisie to b reak  the F ranco - 
Soviet P a c t d u r in g  the sum m er 
period. I f ,  as is qu ite , possible, 
th e  B r it is h -F re n c h  "s e ll-o u t”  o f 
C zechosovakia  is to  be used as a 
step to w a rd s  the fo rm a tio n  o f a 
F o u r-P o w e r pact, then  the m o ti­
v a tio n  fo r  p rev ious S ta lin is t- in ­
sp ired  s t r i k e s  and fo r  the re ­
po rted  p resen t o p pos ition  o f the  
C. P. to  the D a la d ie r gove rn m e n t 
is d e fin ite ly  unders tandab le .

A side fro m  the possib le re p e r­
cussions o f the in te rn a t io n a l s itu ­
a tio n  upon F re n ch  dom estic  a f ­
fa irs , the re  is, how ever, ano th e r 
reason w h ic h  m ig h t cause one to 
suspect the S ta lin is ts . F o r  the 
past fo u r  oi- five  m on th s  the re  
has been a steady d r i f t  o f the 
F re n ch  w o rk e 2’s a w ay fro m  the 
C. P. and its  p e rip h e ry  appara tus. 
T h is  has been p a rt of, and one 
o f the s ig 2is  o f, the genera l reac­
tion . N u m e ric a lly , the C. P. has 
com pensated fo r  these de fections 
to  a c e rta in  e x te n t by e x te nd in g  
its  base a 2n o n g s t the  p e tty -b o u r- 
geoisie, in te lle c tu a l and lum pen 
elem ents. T he  bm -eaucracy, h o w ­
ever, know s th a t  n o t o n ly  w i l l  
they  n o t be able to  exe rt any

pressure on the  F re n ch  b o u r­
geoisie i f  they con tin ue  to  lose 
th e ir  w o rk in g -c la ss  fo llo w in g , b u t 
also th a t  n o t a l l  the  w o rk e rs  w ho 
leave th e ir  ra n k s  w i l l  re t ire  in to  
p o lit ic a l in a c t iv ity .  So2ne w i l l  fin d  
th e ir  w ay to  the re vo lu tio n a i-y  
ran ks , the  F o u r th  In te rn a t io n a l.  
Hence, in  o rd e r to  keep th e ir  fo l­
lo w in g , the S ta lin is ts  are  fo rced  
in to  ac tion .

E co n o m ic  B a tt le s  In e v ita b le
In  sp ite  o f a l l  the  va ria b le  fa c - 

to is  w h ic h  p la y  a p a rt in  the 
p resen t s tru g g le  in  F rance , and 
w h ic h  a re  so d if f ic u lt  to  es tim a te  
p rec ise ly , i t  is a b so lu te ly  in e v i­
tab le  th a t  the  p resen t re a c tio n  
a n d  g e n e r a l  d iscou ragem en t 
am ongst the  w o rk e rs  m u s t g ive  
w ay  to  s to rm y  ba ttles  e ith e r in  
the  im m e d ia te  p resen t o r  in  the  
ve ry  near fu tu re , unless w a r in ­
tervenes. T he  econom ic s tru g g le  
alone, th a t  is th e  genera l and 
rap id  w o rse n in g  o f the  liv in g  
s tanda rds  o f the  2nasses, is fo rc ­
in g  the F r e n c h  w o rk in g  class 
once aga in  on to  the  p a th  o f ex- 
tra -p a 2 'I ia m c n ta ry  ac tio n . A  p re ­
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s itu a t io n  goes 
th ro u g h  m an y  ups a 2id  dow ns 
before  the  fin a l c ris is  is reached, 
b u t in e v ita b ly  i t  m e 2-ges in to  a 
re v o lu tio n a ry  c ris is .

W h e th e r the p rog ress ive  ele­
m ents in  the  C.G.T. w i l l  succeed 
in  c a llin g  an  e x tra o rd in a ry  con­
gress to  pi-epare fo r  the  presen t 
s trug g le s  rem a in s  to  be seen. The  
F re n ch  w orkei-s  s t i l l  have tim e  to  
p 2-cpare fo r  th e ir  decis ive  b a ttles  
(these decis ive  b a ttles  m ig h t ta ke  
place before , d u r in g  o r a f te r  the 
w a r), b u t th e ir  t im e  is  becom ing  
in c re a s in g ly  sho rt. T he  P eople ’s 
F ro n t has n o t o n ly  w asted  v a lu ­
able tim e  in  the  la s t tw o  years, 
b u t i t  has also, w h ile  e n tre n ch in g  
the rea c tio n , d isa rm ed  th e  w o rk ­
ers id e o lo g ica lly , w eakened th e ir  
f ig h t in g  0 2 -gan iza tions, c r im in a lly  
sabotaged the s tru g g le  in  the 
colonies and placed the o ffice rs ’ 
C02'ps (s o lid ly  fa s c is t)  in  a com ­
m a n d in g  p os ition . W h a t were 
once ve ry  fa vo ra b le  co n d itio ns  
fo r  a re v o lu t i0 2 i  in  F ra n ce  have 
become d e fin ite ly  less favo rab le , 
due espec ia lly  to  the  b e tra ya l o f 
the w o rk e 2-s by th e ir  leaders.

One t h i n g ,  how ever, w h ich  
m us t n o t be ove 2'looked  is th a t 
the F 2'ench w o rk in g  class has a 
long and m il i ta n t  t ra d it io n  of 
class s tru g g le  beh ind  it .  I t  is de fi­
n ite ly  a n ti-fa s c is t. T h is , o f course, 
is no gua ran tee  th a t  fasc ism  w il l  
n o t tr iu m p h  in  Fi-ance, b u t i t  
g ives the  re v o lu tio n a 2-y forces an 
advantage . The  fa sc is t m ovem ent 
its e lf  has n o t g ro w n  and, as a 
m a tte r  o f fa c t, has had g re a t d i f ­
f ic u lty  in  m a in ta in in g  its  posi­
tions. A l l  forces, fro m  extrem e 
le f t  to  ex trem e r ig h t,  recognize 
the g ra v ity  o f the presen t s itu a ­
tio n  in  F 2'ance, a 2 id  in t im a te  th a t 
they expect decis ive  b a ttle s  In the 
fa ll.

The  p 2-ese2i t  D a la d ie r  g o ve rn ­
m en t w il l  su re ly  fa l l  then, a l­
th o ug h  i t  is no t excluded th a t  Da- 
la d ie 2- h im s e lf w i l l  aga in  be chos­
en to  head the new  ca b i2ie t. th is  
tim e  poss ib ly  a n a tio n a l un ion  
gove rnm ent. One gets the fee ling , 
how ever, fro m  a s tay  in  F rance  
th a t, in  sp ite  o f e v e ry th in g , the 
b iggest u n kn o w n  fa c to r  is w h a t 
w il l  the  F 2-ench w o rk e rs  do. I t  is 
the F re n ch  w o rk in g  class w h ich  
w il l  have the decis ive  say in  the 
w a n in g  m om entous b a ttles  in  
F rance , and  i t  is here  th a t  the 
g re a t o p p o r tu n ity  fo r  th e  P.O .I. 
(F 2'ench section o f the  F o u r th  I n ­
te rn a tio n a l)  lies.

'TREASON TRIAL' 
DELAYED AGAIN
(C on tinued  fro m  page 1)

th ree  B o ls h e v ik -L e n in is ts  nam ed 
above. T here  are  severa l o thers 
in vo lve d  in  th is  t r ia l  and m any 
in  p rison  o f whose fa te  i t  has 
been im poss ib le  to  lea rn  any- 
th in g .

Legal M u rd e r  A tte m p t
I t  is in  any case p la in  th a t an 

a tte 2n p t  a t  lega l m u rd e r o f o u r 
S panish com rades is under w a y  
despite  the p ro tes ts  t h a t  have 
pom-ed in to  th e  Span ish  L o y a lis t  
c a p ita l fro m  la b o r o rg a n iza tio n s  
and l i b e r a l s  th ro u g h o u t the 
W02'ld.

(A  te le g ra m  o f p ro te s t was d is ­
patched by  the A m e rica n  F und  
fo r  P o lit ic a l P riso n e rs  and  R e fu ­
gees singed, a m o n g  o thers , by 
Joh n  D ewey, John  C ham berla in , 
L u d w ig  L o re , D o ro th y  D u n b a r 
B ro m ley , D w ig h t M acdona ld .)
The  dem and m us t now  be ra ised  

w ith  re d o i2bled v ig o r th a t  a ll 
these accused m ilita n ts  be g iven  
an open t r ia l ,  the  r ig h t  to  choose 
counsel and a ( 2  im m e d ia te  end to 
the  sham e fu l th ird  degree to r tu re  
m ethods app lied  b y  the  Spanlsh- 
S ta lin is t-G . P. U. ja ile rs .
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A  Bona Fide Strike!
New York's 100 per cent effective drivers’ 

strike is added testimony to the fact that the men 
rolling the nation's commerce over the highways 
and in the cities are leading the labor move­
ment in organization and militancy.

W ith in  a few days after negotiations with em­
ployers for a revision of the present agreement 
bogged down, strikers went into action and tied 
up the city’s traffic tighter than a drum. The 
strike has been called "w ild  cat” because it was 
vailed into being by a ground-swell of rank and 
file pressure.

This description oi the strike is entirely mis­
leading and calculated only to break it up. The 
overwhelming majority of Locals 807, 282 and 
816 have voted for the strike. The unanimity of 
the walkout has compelled city officials to for­
mally request of the union that it allow delivery 
of newsprint. Few i f  any cases of scabbing by 
union men have thus far been reported.

Only the failure of Cashal, International Vice- 
President, and Devery, president of Local 807, 
to give formal sanction is used by enemies of the 
drivers in declaring the strike "wild-cat." Yet 
neither Cashal nor Devery have dared to "out­
law” the walkout, despite their known opposi­
tion. That fact alone should prove that the 
strike is genuinely representative of the senti­
ment of New York's teamsters.

I f  ever there was a bona fide strike— this is it!
The principal demand of the strikers is justi­

fied beyond the question of a doubt. The drivers 
want a reduction of hours from 48 to 40 at the 
prevailing basic wage. The shortening of the 
work week w ill mean an increase in wages for 
the men now employed. Above all it w ill mean 
work, badly needed work, for some i f  not all of 
the 4,000 drivers now unemployed.

Unemployment is the obsession problem of 
the American labor movement today. One of the 
few effective solutions to cope with this prob­
lem, under the present system, is a division of 
work through reduction of hours without reduc­
tion of wages. The drivers are to be congratu­
lated and supported for taking the bull by the 
horns. Their strike is therefore not only legiti­
mate; it is progressive in every sense of the word 
and deserves the backing of every good union 
man.

Up to the present there has been little  vio­
lence attending the walkout. New York’s police 
force, usually rough and vicious with strikers, 
have not attempted to interfere with pickets or 
attack strikers. For one thing, they have been 
overwhelmed by the scope of the walkout and 
the grim determination of the men to see that 
no freight moves without authorization of the 
strike committee.

For another, I.aGuardia and Acting Mayor 
Newbold Morris have been attempting to talk 
the men back to work. They have palavered 
about "disunity" in the ranks of the workers as 
the cause of the strike. But anyone who has seen 
the wonderful solidarity of the striking drivers 
knows that talk of disunity in the ranks is so 
much hogwash. These "friends” are hanging 
their hat on the fact that the strike has not yet 
been "authorized.”

But the bosses now say that they w ill refuse 
to negotiate even i f  the strike had legal sanction. 
I f  LaGuardia and Morris are reall) serious about 
wanting to help the drivers, let them prot-e it by 
forcing the bosses to resume immediate negotia­
tions with the union!

The drivers have confidence in the LaGuardia 
administration. We don't. We have seen LaGuar­
dia smash relief demonstrations and strikes too 
m a n y  t i m e s  to have any confidence in his 
"friendship for labor." We take this occasion 
to warn the drivers not to relax their vigilance 
because of confidence in the "L ittle  Flower.” 
Already you can hear Newbold Morris talking 
about "protecting”  the "public," about not caus­
ing the city any "embarrassment,”  etc., etc.

Judging by past experience, talk of this kind 
is usually a prelude to hostile, strikebreaking ac­
tion. Unless we are badly mistaken, i f  the strike 
continues, it w ill not be many days before hell 
begins to pop on the streets of New York with 
cops and strikebreakers manning scab trucks. It 
is the strikers' right to believe as they w ill, but 
they w ill do well to watch Mr. LaGuardia’s ev- 
every motion and to rely solely on their own 
strength.

The strike is spreading rapidly now. That is 
good. The only chance the workers have for vic­
tory is in the tie-up of everything on wheels in 
the trucking industry with the exception of 
trucks authorized by the committee for hospitals 
and sanitation. The tighter the stranglehold the 
soiner the settlement. The Minneapolis drivers, 
famed for their success throughout the Team­
sters International— won their strikes precisely 
that way.

The strike committee was prevailed upon to 
service the big city dailies with newsprint. The 
reward for this leniency, with the possible ex­
ception of one or two papers, was a slashing,

reactionary attack on the strike branding it as 
"rebel," "outlaw," "illegal.”  ' The papers re­
ceived a special dispensation from the comittee 
and in return they spat out their fu ll venom 
upon the strike. This is a fact the strikers should 
bear in mind for future reference.

"Perishables”  are still moving w ith the per­
mission of the committee. But as long as they 
move, the strike has a big dent in its armor. No 
doubt a big howl w ill go up about "starving 
the public." The strikers w ill let the gentlemen, 
who don’t give a hoot whether the "public” 
starves the year around, keep howling while they 
go about their business winning the strike.

Who said the public w ill starve? The union 
can very well go to the farm organizations and 
cooperatives up-state, who are being ground 
down by the m ilk trust and a half dozen other 
monopolies a n d  m a k e  an arrangement with 
them. They w ill supply the city with all the 
perishables it requires and at the same time, the 
strikers w ill be building up the confidence and 
support of the farmers. Such an arrangement is 
operative at this very moment in the strike of 
General Drivers’ Local 554 of Omaha, Nebras­
ka (reported elsewhere in this issue). The same 
kind of cooperation was an outstanding factor 
in feeding the men during the long-drawn out 
1934 strike in Minneapolis and in helping them 
win. New York’s drivers can profit by this ex­
ample.

The rank and file committee appears to en­
joy the complete confidence of the men and to 
be wide awake as to its job. A good omen for 
the strike! Now it is necessary for every union 
man to exert the utmost vigilance in guarding 
the pitfalls that lie in the path. Phoney "labor 
leaders" and smooth-talking, politician "friends 
of labor" w ill not miss a trick to break the 
strike. Watch their fingers! A good eye is as 
necessary as a strong hand to win a strike.

Patriot’s Progress
The patriotic bandwagon of the Communist 

Party is swinging into high gear. Throughout 
the United States the loyal followers of Stalin 
are lustily singing the Star Spangled Banner at a 
hundred mass meetings; a hundred speakers pro­
claim their willingness to lick the boots of their 
capitalist masters.

On the Pacific Coast the tour of Earl Browder 
and W illiam  Z. Foster became a veritable orgy 
of flag-waving, unprecedented in the history of 
the Communist movement and comparable only 
to one of Wilson's Liberty Loan drives.

This national campaign is not a haphazard af­
fair but a vigorous reply by the "Twentieth 
Century Americans”  to those who would sully 
the reputation of the Communist Party as the 
ace defender of American capitalist institutions. 
From the Dies Committee hearings have come 
weird tales of "plots”  and "revolutionary strat­
egy" which, though laughed at by the nation's 
press, disturb the patriotic sensibilities of Brow­
der and his minions.

True, Mr. Dies is somewhat of a patriot him­
self, and hasn’t a disagreeable "th ird  period” 
lurking in his closet, but Mr. Brow'der and his 
party are w illing to give him cards and spades 
and still beat him in the game of ferreting out 
"enemies of the people."

They are even w illing  to give Mr. Dies les­
sons in uncovering subversive activities, as a 
current series of articles in the Daily Worker 
by John L. Spivak demonstrates. Mr. Spivak, 
who may not be a full-blooded ferret, but surely 
qualifies as a member of the rodent species, in 
his first article takes the Senate committee to 
task for not protecting "our" Brooklyn Navy 
Yard. Nazi spies, Mr. Spivak infers, are steal­
ing "our" naval secrets, are copying "our" blue­
prints and are hindering the building of "our" 
navy, yet "our” Dies Committee does nothing 
to prevent it.

A t this writing, Mr. Spivak has not yet ex­
posed the subversive activities of working-class 
revolutionists, but that is certain to come. A l­
ready his leader, Mr. Browder, speaking in Oak­
land on August 25, publicly called on the Dies 
Committee to investigate "Trotskyites.”  The 
zealous Browder knows fu ll well that from the 
ranks of the working class comes the real danger 
to American capitalism, and that the true patriot 
must not shirk the duties of an informer.

The Communist Party w ill make capital of 
the ludicrous blunders of the Dies Committee. 
There w ill yet be a place for Browder, along 
with McDonald in England and Thomas in 
France, on the roster of eminent "defenders of 
democracy.”

The bosses can always use a smart stoolpigeon.

None So Blind
Komsomol Pravda, organ of the Russian 

Young Communist L e a g u e ,  complained last 
week that the British Conservatives, blinded by 
their class interests, are paving the way for Ger­
man Fascist aggression in Europe.”

Stalin’s young gentlemen so long ago aban­
doned the class interests of the proletariat that 
it is difficult for them now to grasp the fact that 
the class struggle does exist and that class inter­
ests do now— as always— determine the action 
of the capitalist class in every country.

Confronted with this in the action of the Brit­
ish last week in giving way before H itler, the 
young worthies at Stalin’s coat tails could do no 
better than attribute it to some sudden stroke of 
blindness assailing the British bosses.

What they refuse to admitt is that the British 
bourgeoisie, and the French bourgeoisie like­
wise, fears not the war itself but the spector of 
revolutionary upheavals that w ill inevitably 
come in the wake of a new imperialist war. 
That is why, in fu ll accordance with their class 
interests, the Anglo-French bourgeoisie is in ­
deed "paving the way for German Fascist ag- 
gresion in Europe” -—but aggression which shall 
be directed against the Soviet Union!

Imperialist Smokescreen At 
Latin American Congress

B y G A R C IA  C E S TE R O
M E X IC O , D. F . — The Pan- 

A m e rican  T ra d e  U n ion  Congress, 
ca lled by the M exican  W o rk e rs ' 
C on fede ra tion  (C. T . M .) took  
place here fro m  Sept. 6 to  Sept. 
8. The  Congress was a ttended by 
delegates fro m  m ost o f the  L a t in  
A m e rican  coun tries , by John  L. 
Lew is, rep re se n ting  the C. I. O., 
Leon Jouhaux , o f the F rench  
G enera l C on fede ra tion  o f L a b o r 
C. G. T .), and Gonzales Pena, 
the S panish M in is te r  o f Justice  
(the  " ju s t ic e ” so w e ll kn o w n  to 
re v o lu tio n is ts  in  C a ta lo n ia ).

W ith  its  pom pous and e m p ty  
speeches, the Congress w a s  
sca rce ly  d is tin g u ish a b le  fro m  the 
p a rade -like  d e m o n s tra tio n s  o f re ­
cen t years. I t  concluded w ith  the 
c rea tio n  o f a L a t in  A m e rican  
W o rke rs  C on federa tion , w i t h  
headqua rte rs  in  M ex ico  C ity , and 
the p res idency in  the hands o f 
L om bardo  Toledano. The  o n ly  
concre te  p ro d u c t o f the  Congress 
was a d e c la ra tio n  o f p rin c ip le s  
fo rm in g  the basic o f the new ly- 
crea ted  co n fed e ra tio n .

T h is  d e c la ra tio n  o f p rinc ip les  
consists ex lus ive ly  o f vague and 
h o llo w  phrases, bom bastic  c ir ­
cum locu tions , a ll co ve rin g  the 
crassest o f re fo rm is t ideas.

P ious H opes
1. The  d e c la ra tio n  avo ids  the 

use o f even the w ord  p ro le ta r ia t 
and speaks o f "m a n u a l and in ­
te lle c tu a l w o rk e rs ."  I t  p ro c la im s  
the necessity fo r  ch a n g ing  “ the 
socia l reg im e  w h ic h  now  governs 
the  m a jo r ity  o f the coun trie s  o f 
the e a rth ."  T h is  reg im e is c a p ita l­
ism . W h y  n o t ca ll i t  by its  name? 
F o r the q u ite  s im p le  reason th a t 
the reg im e  th a t  the d e c la ra tio n  
proposes to  su b s titu te  fo r  i t  is 
also c a p ita lism , o n ly  a c a p ita l­
ism  a rranged  and sweetened ac­
c o rd in g  to p ious hopes. The  w o rld  
in  1938 g ives us some idea o f the 
e x te n t to  w h ic h  these hopes can 
be rea lized .)

The  lines th a t fo llo w  de fine  the 
system  th a t  m us t p re v a il in  L a t in  
A m e rica . W e are  to ld  th a t  i t  m ust 
be based on " th e  a b o lit io n  o f ex­
p lo ita tio n  o f m an by m an .”  T h is  
is the o n ly  “ s o c ia lis t”  sentence 
in  the dec la ra tio n . I t  comes f ir s t  
and is fo llow ed  by de ta ils  on the 
reg im e  th a t is desired, w h ich  is 
d isclosed as ca p ita lis m  pure and 
sim ple , an idea l ca p ita lism , seren­
e ly  de m o cra tic  and fro m  w h ich  
a ll w a rs  o f aggression are  p ro ­
scribed. To s p r e a d  such pipe- 
dream s today, in  Septem ber, 1938. 
can o n ly  be a a conscious, sham e­
fu l, a r ra n t  fra u d .

U n ity  fo r  W h a t?
2. The second p a ra g ra ph  o f 

the d e c la ra tio n  speaks, o r means 
to speak, o f the means to  be em ­
ployed in  a r r iv in g  a t the desired 
end. In  one w ord , i t  is “ u n ity ,” 
n a tio n a l, in te rn a tio n a l, and in

every o th e r sense. U n ity  fo r  
w h a t?  The u n ity  o f fo rces fin d s  
its  ju s t if ic a t io n  o n ly  in  the  ac tion  
o f these forces. O f th a t  the re  is 
n o t the s lig h te s t question. F o r the 
re v o lu tio n a ry  and rea l means fo r  
the em anc ip a tio n  o f the  L a t in  
A m e rican  w o rke rs  th ro u g h  the 
ta k in g  o f p o lit ic a l pow er by the 
p ro le ta r ia t, the  d e c la ra tio n  does 
no t even s u b s titu te  any de fined  
and consequent re fo rm is t pe r­
spective. A b s tra c t " u n i ty ”  be­
comes an end in  itse lf. Beyond 
th a t  the re  is no perspective  a t a ll.

3. The  n e x t p a ra g ra ph  in d i­
cates the task o f "o b ta in in g "  (? ) 
fu l l  econom ic and p o lit ic a l a u to ­
nom y fo r  the L a t in  A m e rica n  
na tions  and the  liq u id a t io n  o f 
feuda l su rv iva ls . A ll th is  w ith  
the a im  o f “ e le va tin g  the  econo­
m ic, social, and m ora l c o n d itio n s ”  
o f the masses. W ith  w h a t jea lous 
care the d e c la ra tio n  avo ids speak 
in g  o f p o lit ic a l p o w e r! T h is  is 
p rec ise ly  the nub o f the question. 
O n ly  the ta k in g  o f p o lit ic a l pow er 
by the  p ro le ta r ia t w i l l  free  the 
L a tin  A m e rican  na tions  fro m  the 
yoke  o f im p e ria lis m , purge  them  
o f feuda l su rv iva ls , lead the peas­
a n t masses out o f ba rb a rism , and 
open a new road to  a ll o f society.

Reduced to  A b s u rd ity
L e t us note in  passing  how  the 

a n x ie ty  to  rem a in  vague leads to 
absu rd itie s . The  reso lu tio n  speaks 
o f the “ econom ic a u to n o m y ’1 o f 
the L a t in  A m e rica n  na tions. Does 
th is  mean seek ing  some k in d  of 
a u ta rc h y  a la  H it le r?  No, i t  is 
a question o f d e fe a tin g  fo re ig n  
im p e ria lis m . B u t th a t the  reso lu ­
tio n  does n o t w a n t to  say. I t  
covers its e lf  w ith  a fo rm u la  th a t 
is vague—and absurd.

4. A  fu r th e r  p a ra g ra p h  de­
m ands de m o cra tic  r ig h ts  fo r  the 
w o rke rs  o f L a t in  A m e rica . I t  is 
ca re fu l n o t to  in d ica te  the means 
o f secu ring  them  and n o t to  in ­
d ica te  how  they  are re la ted  to  
the presen t w o rld . In  th is  dom a in  
also, in  th e  decline o f im p e r ia l­
ism , a p u re ly  trad e  u n io n is t s tru g ­
gle cannot b u t lead to fa ilu re . 
Im p o r ta n t  successes ca n n o t be 
w on except th ro u g h  re v o lu tio n a ry  
s trug g le , w ith  the perspective  o f 
o v e rth ro w in g  the  socia l reg im e. 
A tru e  w o rk e rs  dem ocracy can 
be assured o n ly  th ro u g h  the  es­
ta b lis h m e n t o f a W o rk e rs ’ State.

5. Then, f in a lly , c o m e s  the 
pa ra g ra ph  on F ascism . C onfusion  
here achieves its  h e ig h t. The  
s trug g le  a g a in s t Fascism  consists 
in  “ d e n u n c ia tio n s ”  and, a lw ays, 
"u n ity ."  H ere  too, a rea l s tru g g le  
aga in s t Fascism  can be o n ly  a 
re v o lu tio n a ry  s tru g g le  fo rm in g  
an in te g ra l p a r t  o f the  re v o lu tio n ­
a ry  m ovem ent o f the  p ro le ta r ia t 
to w a rd  power.

S ilence on Im p e r ia lis m
6. L e t us note th a t  we are to ld  

n o th in g  a bou t im p e r ia lis m . To

judge  fro m  the  d e c la ra tio n , i t  is 
a th in g  th a t sca rce ly  ex is ts  fo r  
L a t in  A m e rica . T he  w ord  is m en­
tioned  once, in  the append ix, w ith  
ou t exp la n a tio n . A c tu a lly , i t  is 
a round the s tru g g le  aga ins t im ­
p e ria lism  th a t  a ll the  fu n d a m e n t­
a l p rob lem s o f L a t in  A m e ric a  re ­
volve. B e h in d  the th e o re tic a l vo id  
o f the  d e c la ra tio n , i t  is in  th is  
th a t its  consciously  fra u d u le n t 
c h a ra c te r emerges m ost c le a rly : 
The  new  C on fede ra tion  is no t a 
weapon fo r  the  s tru g g le  o f the 
L a t i n  A m e rica n  w o rke rs  fo r  
e m anc ipa tion , b u t an in s tru m e n t 
to  cha in  these w o rk e rs  to  an im ­
p e ria lis t g ro u p in g ) t h e  “ dem o­
c ra t ic "  im p e r ia lis m  — w h a t iro n y  
th a t th is  reso lu tio n  w as voted on 
in  M e x ic o !!)  a g a in s t a n o t h e r  
g ro u p in g  ("F a sc ism ” ).

I f  one leaves the w r it te n  te x t 
aside fo r  a m om ent to  consider 
the d iscussions a t the congress, 
no doub t rem a ins. L e w is  acted 
so le ly as an in s tru m e n t o f Roose­
ve lt in  fu r th e r in g  N o r th  A m e r­
ican  p e n e tra tio n  in to  the res t o f 
the co n tin en t. Leon Jouhaux, w ho  
played an im p o r ta n t ro le  in  the 
d iscussions and in  the  lobbies o f 
the congress, is the  conscious and 
cyn ica l agent o f F re n ch  im p e r ia l­
ism  — L e n in  denounced h im  fo r  
i t  n e a rly  25 years ago.

The a im  o f the o p e ra tion  was 
c lea r: to  m ake the new  C onfedera­
t io n  an in s tru m e n t fo r  the  penet­
ra tio n  and s tre n g th e n in g  o f the 
“ d e m o c ra tic ”  im p e r ia lis m  in  L a t in  
A m e rica  a g a i n s t  I ta l ia n  and 
G erm an in fluence . T h is  s tru g g le  
is assum ing , m oreover, an u rg e n t 
c h a ra c te r w ith  the approach  o f 
w ar, fo r  the  c e n tra l and sou the rn  
A m e ricas  are  r ic h  rese rvo irs  o f 
ra w  m a te r ia ls  fa r  fro m  the  g re a t 
b a ttle fie ld s . The  phrases about 
"dem ocracy”  and “ Fasc ism " serve 

o n ly  to  cover the fra u d , to  d ire c t 
the w o rk e rs ’ w i l l  to  s trug g le  to ­
w a rd  the end o f subm iss ion  to 
the  po lic ies  o f so-called dem o­
c ra t ic  im p e ria lism .

A vo id  A l l  P rob lem s
T h e o re tic a lly , the d e c la ra tio n  o f 

"p r in c ip le s ”  is beyond a ll c r i t ic ­
ism . N o t a s ing le  one o f the rea l 
p rob lem s o f L a t in  A m e rica  is 
dea lt w ith  in it .  These gentlem en 
th o u g h t th a t  the  je rem ia d s  o f 
E u ropean  re fo rm is m , made s t i l l  
m ore  a ffe c te d  and s tu p id , w ere 
good enough fo r  the L a t in  A m e r­
ican  masses. T h a t >s the  on ly  
a d a p ta tio n  th e y  have made fo r  
the sp e c ific  p rob lem s o f th is  con­
tin e n t.

P ra c tic a lly , the  new  C on federa ­
tio n  is an in s tru m e n t in  the hands 
o f the  "d e m o c ra tic "  im p e ria lism s . 
A ll the  th e o re tic a l sm oke is no­
th in g  b u t a screen to  h ide  th is  
qu ite  rea l fa c t. I t  canno t w in  the 
L a t i n  A m e ric a  w o rk e rs  lib e ra ­
t io n  b u t o n ly  new fo rm s  o f s e rv i­
tude.

R ubber U n ion  H its 
H u ll Notes O n 

M ex ican  O il

A K R O N .—E v in c in g  g re a te r in ­
terest in  the  p rob lem s o f L a t in  
A m e rica n  w o rk e rs  because o f the 
recent v is it  to  M exico  o f John  L. 
Lew is , the A k ro n  In d u s tr ia l U n ­
ion C ounc il and G oodrich  Loca l 5 
o f the U n ited  R u b b e r W o rke rs  
have passed u n a n im o u s ly  the fo l­
lo w in g  reso lu tio n  o f  s u p p o rt to 
the M exican  w o rk e rs  and w a rn - 
n in g  to  the  U. S. S ta te  D e p a rt­
m en t to  k e e p  i t s h a n d s  o ff 
M ex ico:

W hereas, C.I.O. C h a irm a n  John 
L. Lew is , pledged coopera tion  in  
M exico las t week to the new ly- 
fo rm e d  W o rk e rs  C on fede ra tion  o f 
L a tin  A m e rica  in  its  f ig h t aga ins t 
"m ise rab le  wage s tru c tu re s  and 
d e g ra d in g  w o rk in g  and s o c i a l  
co n d itio ns  o f the w o rk e rs ”  im ­
posed by la rge  fo re ig n  co rp o ra ­
tions, and

W hereas, The  open shop S ta n ­
dard  O il Co. o f the  R o cke fe lle r 
in te re s ts  was e xp ro p ria ted  by the 
Cardenas gove rn m e n t in M exico  
to e n d  i t s  e x p lo ita tio n  o f the 
M exican  people, and

W hereas, T h is  p rogressive  step 
o f the M exican  g o ve rn m e n t has 
been v ig o ro u s ly  supported  by the 
la b o r m  o v e m e n t  and b it te r ly  
fo u g h t by rea c tio n a rie s , and

W hereas, S ecre ta ry  o f S tate 
C o rde ll H u l l  has sought to  n u l l i ­
fy  the a c tio n  o f M ex ico  by means 
o f th re a te n in g  d ip lo m a tic  notes 
d e fen d in g  the o il c o m p a n i e s ,  
th e re fo re  be i t

Resolved, T h a t we go on record

1. H a ilin g  the C .I.O .’s s tand  fo r  
coopera tion  w ith  the w o rk e rs  o f 
L a t in  A in e r ic a  in  b e tte r in g  th e ir  
hours, wages and w o rk in g  co n d i­
tio n s  as a fine e x h ib it io n  o f in te r ­
n a tio n a l labo r s o lid a r ity , and

2. C ondem n ing  the S tate De­
p a rtm e n t fo r  its  u n w a rra n te d  in ­
te rfe rence  in  the  in te rn a l a ffa irs  
o f M e x i c o  th e re b y  je o p a rd iz in g  
the labo r ga ins made up to now, 
and

3. D e m an d in g  th a t  A m e rica  and 
o th e r im p e r ia lis t ic  na tio ns  keep 
th e ir  hands o ff M exico, and a ll 
o th e r c o l o n i a l  o r sem i-co lon ia l 
lands.

ASK FOR THE APPEAL

A T  YOUR NEWSSTAND

New Deal Candidates Lose, 
But F.D .R. Holds Prestige

B y  J A M E S  B U R N H A M
The P re s id e n tia l P urge, on the 

su rface  a t any ra te , has taken  
the w o rs t be a ting  o f an y  Roose- 
ve ltia n  e n te rp rise  o f the  past dec­
ade. F o r the f ir s t  t im e  in  these 
S ix Lean Years, the re  is re jo ic ­
in g  in  the  cam p o f the R epub­
lica n  N a tio n a l C om m ittee .

T here  is no doubt, m oreover, 
th a t R ooseve lt's  p restige  has gen- 
u n in e ly  suffered by  the s e ve rity  o f 
the de fea ts o f h is cand idates in 
the p rim a rie s . L i k e  a ll dem a­
gogues, he th r iv e s  on v ic to ry , and 
s h r in k s  ra p id ly  when he loses. He 
re lies on the a ll-p o w e rfu l m ag ic  
o f h is  nam e; b u t in  th is  ins tance  
the spe ll o f h is  m ag ic  proved in ­
e ffectua l.

N everthe less, su rface  appear­
ances are, as so o ften , a t least 
p a r t ly  dece iv ing.

D efea ts E xpected
In  the f ir s t  place, i t  shou ld  be 

noted th a t R oosevelt, in  m ost o f 
the p rim a r ie s  w h e r e  he in te r ­
vened, expected h is  fa vo re d  can­
d ida te  to  be defeated. T h is  is es­
tab lished  by  fu l ly  a u th e n tic  re ­
ports .

Secondly, a sh a rp  d is t in c tio n  
was made by m any vo te rs  be­
tw een th e ir  fe e lin g  fo r  R ooseve lt 
h im s e lf and th e ir  a c tio n  on the 
loca l cand ida te  fo r  w hom  he had 
declared. T h i s  w a s  s t r ik in g ly  
show n in , fo r  exam ple, M a ry la n d . 
On the  eve o f the  e lection , the 
G a llu p  su rve y—w h ic h  h a s  been 
fu n c t io n in g  w ith  g re a t accu racy  
d u r in g  the past ye a r— m ade an 
estim a te . T h e ir  re tu rn s  showed 
T yd in g s  w ith  60 pe r cen t o f the 
vote, w h ich  was e xa c tly  w h a t he 
got.

B u t a t the s a m e  t i m e  they  
tested R ooseve lt’s pe rsona l popu­
la r ity ,  and found  h im  w ith  a c lea r 
55 pe r cen t sup p ort. T ho u g h  th is  
percentage is lo w e r th a n  th a t in  
the 1936 e l e c t i o n ,  i t  had n o t 
dropped as a re s u lt o f h is  in te r ­
ven tio n  in  the M a ry la n d  p r im a ry . 
T he re  is eve ry  reason to  believe 
th a t  th is  pa radox is ty p ic a l o f the 
o th e r S tates i n v o l v e d  in  the 
purge.

P ersonal P res tige  H ig h
T h e  re ce n tly  conducted F o r ­

tune  p o ll in d ica te d  a som ew ha t 
s im ila r  phenom enon: i t  showed a 
decis ive  c o n tin u in g  m a jo r ity  in  
p o p u la r s u p p o r t  fo r  Rooseve lt 
pe rsona lly , b u t m uch lo w e r sup­
p o r t  o f, o r even oppos ition  to, a

nu m b e r o f specific  p l a n s  and 
polic ies.

These fac ts  serve to  in d ica te  
t h e u n d e r ly in g  m ea n in g  o f t  h e 
purge. I ts  c h ie f purpose was not 
to  w i n  t h e  n o m in a tio n  o f the 
g iven  cand ida tes in  question  -— 
th o ug h  th a t w ou ld  also, no doubt, 
have been a p leas ing  outcom e. 
F irs t  and fo rem ost, i t  was a ges­
tu re  to  b o l s t e r  up R ooseve lt's  
mass s ta n d in g  in  the  c o u n try  as 
a w hole, especia lly  in  the h e a v ily  
popu la ted  n o rth e rn  States.

I t  is R ooseve lt's  “ le f t  face ”  th a t 
keeps fo r  h im  the su p p o rt o f the 
w o rk e rs  and the unem ployed and 
the  m a s s e s  g enera lly . In  the 
pu rge  he p u t th is  face fo rw a rd . 
H is  m outhp ieces in  the l a b o r  
m ovem ents o f N ew  Y o rk , P enn ­
sy lva n ia , Ohio, I l l in o is , etc., could 
thus  p o in t p ro u d ly  to  h im  as s t i l l  
the  g re a t cham p ion  o f the masses 
aga in s t the Tories .

F a rm -L a b o r U n ion
R ooseve lt’s speech a t D en ton, 

M a ry la n d , w here  he called fo r  a 
un ion  o f fa rm  and la b o r beh ind  
the ostensible  a im s o f the N ew  
D eal, fitte d  in  p e rfe c tly . He was 
obv ious ly  t a l k i n g  n o t to  the 
s m  a 11 a n d  u n im p o r ta n t S tate 
w here  the  speech was de livered, 
b u t to  the b roade r reaches o f the 
tow ns and p la in s  o f N o r th  and 
W est.

B u t in  sp ite  o f these com pen­
s a tin g  cons ide ra tions , the  e x te n t 
o f the  fa ilu re  o f the pu rge  re ­
m a ins a s ign  o f a ce rta in  w e a k ­
en ing  o f R ooseve lt’s pos ition . The  
abysm a l c o l l a p s e  o f the N ew  
Deal, the  b low s o f the renewed 
econom ic s lum p, are  b e g in n in g  to 
s t i r  the  consciousness o f t h e  
masses, to  p u n c tu re  the  m y th  o f 
R oosevelt, the  S avior.

U nde r p resen t cond itions , the 
n o rm a l m ovem ent fo r  such a 
process, on the  p a r t  o f the w o rk ­
ers and unem ployed  and p o o r  
fa rm e rs , w o u l d  be to  the  le ft. 
B u t, tra g ic a lly ,  the  p o lic y  o f the 
Lew ises and G reens and re fo rm ­
is ts  and S ta lin is ts  p rov ides no o r ­
ganized o u tle t to  such a m ove 
m en t to  the le ft. T h ro u g h  L a b o r ’s 
N o n -P a rtisa n  League th e y  t r y  to  
w-hip the  g ra d u a lly  r is in g  d iscon­
te n t back in to  the lin e  fo r  N ew  
D eal class c o lla b o ra tio n ism . 

D isco n te n t F la re s
The d isco n ten t and d is illu s io n  

are  thus in  p a r t  v a in ly  d is s ip a t­
ed. Some is f in d in g  its  w ay, in -

By JA M E S  CASEY

GOLD RUSH ON W ALL STREET
The stam pede fo r  w a r go ld  is on!
A t the  cost o f a new  m ae ls tro m  th a t  beclouds E u ro p e ’s ho rizon  

and the sw eat o f la b o r a t hom e, W a ll S tree t's  bou rbons are f i l l in g  
th e ir  depos ito ries  w ith  fre sh ly -p lu cke d  riches.

S ta tis tic s  on the  p re -w a r w ave o f p ro fits  fo r  the la rge  co r­
p o ra tio n s  o ffe r an a s to un d in g  co n tra s t to  the  p lig h t  o f m ore than  
13,000,000 A m e rica n  fa m ilie s , whose average incom e la s t yea r was 
equal to  $471, and are a n o th e r sad c o m m e n ta ry  on the vaun ted  
beneficence o f the N ew  D eal a d m in is tra t io n . A nd , o f course, the 
d a ily  newspapers, w ith o u t excep tion , have fa ile d  by o ve rs ig h t o r 
o th e r co nven ien t reasons to  p r in t  a s ing le  lin e  re g a rd in g  th e  new 
floods o f y e llo w  m eta l in to  the co ffe rs  o f the M organs, R ocke ­
fe lle rs , du P onts , et al.

I t  is a fa c t th a t m ore th a n  one hundred  com panies w ith  se­
c u ritie s  lis ted  on the N ew  Y o rk  S tock E xchange  o r  the N ew  Y o rk  
C u rb  E xchange  en joyed b ig g e r “ e a rn in g s ,”  as the  m oneybags are 
w o n t to  ca ll it ,  in  1937 than  in  A m e ric a ’s fa tte s t boom  year. The  
p ro fits  o f 29 com panies alone have to ta led  $507,000,000 m ore th a n  
in  1929.

W h a t is m ost p o rten tous  about the figu res is th a t the la rgest 
p ro fits  have come to those co rp o ra tio n s  d e a lin g  in  w a r  supplies.

S ta tis tic s  a rc  excessive ly d u ll re a d in g  fo r  the laym en , b u t 
th e ir  perusa l p rov ides d a m n in g  p ro o f o f w ho  has been p a y in g  the 
b i l l  fo r  the  la s t tw o  c a p ita lis t crises and a ll the  p reced ing  ones.

A c c o rd in g ly  I  am lis t in g  a few  exam ples o f the re tu rn e d  p ros­
p e r ity  th a t is be ing  confined so le ly  and se c re tly  to  those w ho do 
a b u lg in g  business ou t o f hum an  s la u g h te r.

M onsan to  C hem ica l C o rpo ra tio n , a du P o n t w a r  supp lies 
concern, Increased its  p ro fits  by 354 per cent ove r those o f 
1929 w it l i  sales o f $33,202,00«.

D oug las A ir c ra f t ,  w h ich  b u ild s  w a r p lanes and  is  con­
tro lle d  by th e  M organ -du  P o n t In te rests , boosted its  p ro fits  by  
175 pe r cent ove r 1929 w ith  sales o f $20,950,000.

M esta  M ach in e  C o rp o ra tio n , a su b s id ia ry  o f the  House o f 
M o rg a n ’s U. S. Steel, had p ro fits  o f 161 pe r ce n t ove r the  1929 
record .

P h ilip s  P e tro le um , o f th e  R o c k e fe lle r— M e llo n  E s ta te  in ­
terests, en joyed  p ro fits  50 per cen t h ig h e r th a n  In  1929 w ith  
sales a g g re g a tin g  $145,933,000.

U n io n  C arb ide , a n o th e r R o c k e fe lle r— M e llo n  in s t itu t io n ,  
had p ro fits  o f $42,782,000 m ore  t ita n  in  1929.

E . I .  du  P on t-N e m o u rs  o f D e la w a re  sw elled th e ir  p ro fits  
in  1937 by $88,081,000 o ve r the  p re v io u s  top  yea r in  peacetim e 
“ p ro s p e r ity .”  (These p ro fits  are  exc lus ive  o f m any hun dre d  
m illio n s  m ore  by du P o n t subs id ia ries .)

H e rcu les  P ow der C o rpo ra tio n , a n o th e r du P o n t— M org a n  
w a r supp lies u n it ,  showed a 4 pe r cent g a in  ove r 1929 w ith  
sales o f  $44,558,000.

T hu s  one can go on and on th ro u g h  the W a ll S tree t groups, 
sh o w in g  how  these co rp o ra tio n s  have been am ass ing  m illio n s  a t 
an unprecedented pace in  the face o f w idesp read  une m p lo ym e n t 
and w ith  m ore  th a n  20,000,000 persons on the re l ie f ro lls  deprived  
o f adequate food, sh e lte r and c lo th in g .

BULL MARKET COMING
F in a n c ie rs  and h ig h  gove rn m e n t o ffic ia ls , w h ile  m a in ta in in g  

a s tran g e  silence on the  rea p in g  o f reco rd  p re -w a r revenues, have 
been Issu ing  innocuous s ta tem en ts  w ith  respect to  the  recen t d ips 
o f the s tock  m a rk e t. T h is  d o w n w a rd  trend  is a te m p o ra ry  m ove­
m ent, m o tiva te d  by a series o f causes, in c lu d in g  th e  usua l m a n i­
p u la tio n s  fo r  c a tc h in g  suckers, b u t i t  is ce rta in  to  be fo llo w e d , in  
the  even t o f w a r, by a sweep u p w a rd  such as has n o t been seen 
in  years. N o r is W a ll S tree t m uch  concerned over the ta lk  o f so- 
ca lled re g u la to ry  le g is la tio n  to  cu rb  specu la tion .

Ins tead , the  W a ll S tree t leaders are  fo cu s in g  g reedy eyes a t 
the huge sums o f  E u ropean  m oneys sh ipped to  these shores in  
la te  m on ths  to escape the  e ffects o f  n a tiv e  c u rre n c y  dep rec ia tion , 
due to  c o n d itio n s  a t home.

F rance , fo r  exam ple, has m illio n s  upon m illio n s  o f d o lla rs  
held here and an o u tb re a k  o f h o s t ilit ie s  w ou ld  a lm os t im m e d ia te ly  
genera te  the  flo w  o f go ld  in to  the  hands o f A m e rica n  in d u s tr ia l­
is ts  and m a n u fa c tu re rs  fo r  a ll k in d s  o f p rod u c ts  needed by a 
w a r r in g  power.

A ssu red ly  the re  w i l l  be m any c ries  fo r  t ig h te n in g  o f the  N eu ­
t r a l i ty  A c t, as a means o f keep ing  th is  c o u n try  o u t o f th e  w ar, 
b u t an y  enacted le g is la tio n  is bound to  be in te rla ce d  w ith  loop ­
holes so as n o t to  in te r fe re  w ith  the b loody ha rvests  o f A m e rican  
im p e ria lis ts .

PROFITS, PRICES UP— WAGES DOW N
A ssu m in g  the  rem ote  p o s s ib ility  th a t  Congress passes meas­

ures " to  take  the p ro fits  out o f w a r,”  such a c tio n  w ou ld , in  the 
f in a l ana lys is , s im p ly  c o n s titu te  a d iv is io n  o f  revenue between 
the  w a r  in d u s tr ie s ’ m agnates and th e ir  gove rn m e n t. A  subse­
q u e n t speeding up o f p ro d u c tio n  w o u ld  leave th e  basic p ro fits  
s tru c tu re  in ta c t, w ith  the incom es o f the M organs  and du P onts 
so a rin g  to  ever h ig h e r levels.

The  new  w a r  o rders  fro m  ab road  a long  w ith  the  N ew  Deal's 
ow n re a rm a m e n t p ro g ra m  w i l l  open up new  jobs, to  be sure, b u t 
the re  w i l l  also be ushered in  a new  e ra  o f p rice -boos ting  and gen­
e ra l p ro fite e r in g  on l i fe ’s genera l necessities. W o rk e rs  face the 
dangers o f w ide  slashes in  " re a l”  wages th ro u g h  the in f la t in n  o f 
l iv in g  costs and fa rm e rs , too, w i l l  be p lagued anew  by r is in g  p rices 
o f seed, feed, m ach in e ry , c lo th in g , etc.

In  th is  ra p id ly -e v o lv in g  s itu a tio n  A m e ric a ’s masses can ­
n o t expect any assistance o r  co n s id e ra tio n  fro m  D em ocra ts  
o r  R epub licans, “ r ig h t "  o r  “ le f t . ”  To  m eet t i le  w age-s lash ing  
and  o th e r a tta c k s  o f B ig  Business, they  m us t s tre n g th e n  the  
tra d e  un ions  and te n a n t fa rm e rs ’ g roups and o rgan ize  on the  
p o lit ic a l fie ld  im d e r m il i ta n t  w o rk in g -c la ss  leadersh ip . In  these 
e ffo rts , th e  S oc ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty  leads t i le  w ay.

c re d it ib le  as i t  m ig h t seem, te m ­
p o ra r ily  back to w a rd  the R epub ­
lica n  P a rty . A n o th e r p a rt fla res 
up in  the  pension m ovem en t o f 
the F a r  W est. S t il l a n o th e r sec­
t io n  lis tens  m ore  eagerly  than  
w ou ld  have been the  case five 
years ago to  the ra v in g s  o f Sena­
to rs  S m i t h  and George, whose 
cam pa igns boiled dow n to “ w h ite  
sup rem acy."

The  d a n g e r  is thus c le a rly  
po in ted : as the b r e a k  w i t h  
R ooseve lt begins, unless the va ­
cuum  to  the le f t  is filled , unless 
a new  p o l i t i c a l  in s tru m e n t is 
fo rged  w hereby the  independen t 
class s tre n g th  o f the w o rk e rs  can 
be m ob ilized  fo r  advance, then  
the  b reak  w i l l  lead e ith e r to  d is ­
s ip a tio n  and d is o r ie n ta tio n , o r to ­
w a rd  reac tion .

MASS MEETING

"WAR CRISIS 
IN EUROPE"

PROMINENT SPEAKERS

FR ID AY, SEPTEMBER 23 — 8 P .M .

Beethoven H a ll, 5th St. and  3rd A venue
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