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Stalinists Riot As 
Trial of Suspended 
Chiefs Begins in UAW

Stage S ham efu l B ra w l to D iscred it Proceed­
in g s ; S w itch  L ine  A fte r Lew is F a ils  to 

In te rvene ; D rop R um p M oves

But Danger to Union Is Mounting
D ETR O IT , July, 26.— Riotous scenes staged by organized Sta­

lin ist delegations marked the first day o f the tria l o f the four sus­
pended International officers o f the United Automobile Workers o f 
America. In  a deliberate effort to set up a special tribunal to give an 
unofficial veto to the action o f the regular International T ria l Board, 
a deputation o f friends o f the suspended officers broke down the 
door and refused to allow the tria l to proceed unless the ir participa­
tion was recognized.

The so-called "s it-dow n" to disrupt the tria l proceedings, break­
ing out in to fistfights and smearing the ugly situation over the front 
page o f the capitalist press, came to an end after the Griswold 
Build ing was vacated through a misunderstanding o f the "sit- 
downers."

T here  can be no  tw o  opin ions-t------------------------------------------------------------

on the  m ean ing  o f the  occurrence  G . O .  P .  C A M P A I G N S

F O R  DEMOCRAT
in  the  G risw o ld  B u ild in g  today. 
T he  u n io n  had been c le a r ly  in ­
fo rm e d  by  P re s id e n t M a r t in  th a t 
the  t r ia l  w ou ld  be held in  closed 
session. T h is  w as kn o w n  weeks 
in  advance. Ir re s p e c tiv e  o f the 
m e r its  o f an open t r ia l  ove r a 
closed t r ia l ,  th e  f in a l decis ion  on 
th is  m a tte r  rested w ith  the E x ­
ecu tive  B oard .

F o r  th e ir  p a rt, * th e  S ta lin is ts  
expressed no o p in io n  on th is  m a t­
te r  one w a y  o r ano th e r. T he  spe­
c ia lis ts  in  fram e-ups  condem ned 
the  t r ia l  as a fram e -u p  on the 
v e ry  day i t  w as announced in  

J^he press, m ore  th a n  a m o n th  
-ago.- T h e ir  a tte m p t to  fo rce  In to  
th e  t r ia l  to d ay  an a rb it r a r i ly  
hand-p icked  g ro u p  w as a im ed a t 
d is c re d it in g  the  proceedings. The 
v io le n t a c tio n  was in tended  to  
p rove  th a t  th e  ra n k  and file  d id n 't  
have a lo o k -in . T o  an y  ob je c tive  
observer, the  m o tives  o f the  S ta ­
l in is t  r io t  are  t r a n s p a r e n t  
th ro u g h  and th ro u g h .

A  M a jo r  D e fe a t
T he  m ad ram page o f the S ta ­

lin is ts  a t  the  open ing  o f the t r ia l  
co rresponds d ire c t ly  w ith  the  be­
g in n in g  o f  defeats a t  th e  hands 
o f  the  ra n k  and file . A t  a m eet­
in g  o f a ll E xecu tive  C om m ittees 
o f loca l un ions held here  la s t F r i ­
day, a m o tio n  to  ca ll upon John  
L . L e w is  to  in te rve n e  in  the  au to  
u n io n  w as defeated by a vote o f 
145 to  122. T he  te m p e r o f the 
ra n k  and file  a u to  w o rk e rs  was 
u n m i s t a k a b l e .  T h ree  fo rm e r 
m e m b e r s  o f the  U n ite d  M ine  
W o rk e rs  re la ted  th e ir  experiences 
w ith  John  L . L e w is  in  O h io  and 
I l l in o is . T hey w arned , on the  ba­
sis o f in t im a te  know ledge, th a t 
th e  in te rv e n tio n  o f L e w is  w ou ld  
m ean the same k in d  o f  ru th le ss  
d ic ta to rs h ip  w h ic h  once tram p le d  
ove r the m ine rs  un ion . In  desper­
a tio n , the  S ta lin is ts  re ta lia te d  by 
an a tte m p t to  gang  up  on John 
W . A nderson , m il i ta n t  F lee tw ood 
m em ber o f th e  E x e cu tive  B oard  
o f the  W est Side Loca l.

D isa p p o in ted  a t a n y  im m ed ia te  
(C on tinued  on page 2)

Tw o Boss Parties 
U n ite  to Back 
R eactiona ry

P o w e rfu l fo rces w ith in  the N ew  
Y o rk  R epub lican  P a r ty  are  de­
m an d in g  R e p u b l i c a n  endorse­
m e n t in  the  co m ing  e lections o f 
R ep re se n ta tive  Joh n  J. O’C on­
no r, p resen t in cu m b e n t o f the 
16th C ongressiona l D is t r ic t  in  
M a n h a tta n .

O ’C onnor Is a T a m m a n y  D em o­
c ra t, ch a irm a n  o f the H ouse o f 
R epresen ta tives R u les C o m m it­
tee. T h is  is the  m ost in f lu e n tia l 
co m m itte e  in  the  House. T h ro u g h  
it ,  in  the  re g u la r  o rd e r o f  bus i­
ness, a 11 proposed le g is la tio n  
passes before  g o in g  to  the  floo r o f 
the  House. B y  O 'C onnor’s iro n  
c o n tro l i t  has d u r in g  the  past 
fe w  years p roved  the  m ost e f­
fe c tive  o f  a ll p a r lia m e n ta ry  in ­
s tru m e n ts  fo r  the sabotage of 
p rogressive  le g is la tio n .

P a rty  L in e s  B lu r re d
T he  s ign ifica n ce  o f the  p ropo ­

sal fo r  R ep u b lica n  endorsem ent 
o f O’C onnor lies in  its  d ra m a tic  
a tte s ta tio n  o f th e  fa c t— observ­
able a lso in  a thousand  o th e r m a­
n ife s ta tio n s  — th a t  the  p o lit ic a l 
s trug g le s  in  th is  c o u n try  a re  now 
com pelled to  step ou ts ide  the 
l im its  o f the  t ra d it io n a l p a rty  
boundaries.

T he  co n flic ts  now  be ing  u n ­
leashed u n d e r the  pressure o f the 
c r is is  no lo n g e r find  the  old set­
up o f the R epub lican  and D em o­
c ra t ic  p a rtie s  a s u ff ic ie n t a rena  
in  w h ic h  to  w o rk  them selves out. 
In  th is  sense, th e  proposa l to  
g ive  R epu b lica n  endorsem ent to  
O 'C onnor is d ire c t ly  com parab le  
to  the R epub lican  in te rv e n tio n  
to su p p o rt P e te rson  a g a in s t B e n ­
son in  th e  M inneso ta  F a rm e r- 

(C on tinued  on page 2)

Trotsky Fears Fate Of 
Klement, G.P.U. Victim

My friends in Paris informed New York yesterday by 
telephone about the disappearance of Rudolph Klement, a 
German exile living in Paris. Klement, a former Hamburg 
student, was for two years my secretary at Prinkipo and in 
France. He was a well educated young man, 28 years old, pos­
sessing a fluent knowledge of several languages. From Paris 
he had continued to give me a great deal of assistance in my 
literary work. Like Erwin W olf, my Czechoslovakian secretary, 
Klement took an active part in the unmasking of the Moscow 
frame-ups and through this provoked the violent hatred of 
the G.P.U.

My Parisian friends say that they received a copy of a 
letter from Perpignan addressed to me by Klement. I have 
not received this letter yet. But from Klement’s previous let­
ters it is clear that he had no intention of going anywhere. My 
Parisian friends think that Klement was kidnapped by the 
G.P.U., just as Erwin W o lf was some time ago. I f  this be so, 
it is entirely possible that the G.P.U. forcibly carried him to 
Spain for bloody revenge. I hesitated whether or not to give 
this information to the press before final verification. But since 
every hour lost may spell doom to my young friend, I consider 
it my duty to make public right now the information received 
by me.

LE O N  TRO TSKY.
Coyoacan, D. F.
July 18, 1938

SEAMEN FIGHT “FINK” HALLS
■ ----------------- — * f*  ________________________________

East S ide W orkers 
M arch  fo r H ous ing

N ew  Y o rk ’s E a s t S ide tene­
m ent d is tr ic ts  w i l l  w itn e ss  a 
parade on S a tu rday , J u ly  30th 
by o rg a n iza tio n s  a ff il ia te d  to  
and e n dors ing  the  E a s t S ide 
W o rke rs  H o u s in g  C om m ittee . 
The pa rade  w i l l  open the fig h t 
fo r new  hous in g  p ro je c ts  in  
New Y o rk  C ity  and a im  to 
jn l is t  the s u p p o rt o f  th o u ­
sands o f lo w -p a id  and unem ­
ployed w o rk e rs  o f the  E a s t 
Side.

M em bers o f the  S oc ia lis t 
W o rke rs  P a r ty , Y o u n g  Peo­
p le ’s S o c ia lis t League, W o rk ­
ers A llia n c e  L o ca l 15, o th e r 
progressive  l o c a l s  o f  the  
W .A.A ., U n ite d  H and icapped  
W orkers  o f A m e rica , the  Po- 
ish  W o rk e rs  C lub, and o th e r 
a bo r o rg a n iza tio n s  w i l l  c a rry  
the s logans and banners o f the 
com m ittee .

T he  parade w i l l  assemble a t 
159 R iv in g to n  S tre e t a t  1:30 
P. M . and beg in  a t 2 P. M . The  
fo llo w in g  ro u te  w i l l  be fo l­
low ed: s ta r t in g  a t R iv in g to n  
and C lin to n  Streets, n o r th  on 
C lin to n  to  S ta n to n  S treet, east 
to Avenue C, n o rth  to  11th 
S treet, w est to  2nd Avenue, 
sou th  to  G rand  S treet, east to  
S h e riff S tree t, n o rth  to  R iv ­
in g to n  S treet, east to  p o in t 
w here  parade began.

A 11 S.W .P. a n d  Y .P .S.L. 
m em bers are to  re p o r t n o t la t­
e r th a n  1:30 P. M., S a tu rday , 
J u ly  30, a t 159 R iv in g to n  st.

CALL GUARDSMEN 
IN IOWA STRIKE

N E W T O N , Io w a . — M ach ine  
guns guarded  the  en trance  o f the 
M a y ta g  w a sh in g  m ach ine  fa c to ry  
a n d  N a tio n a l G uardsm en  pa­
tro lle d  the  s tree ts  o f N ew ton , 
u n d e r m a r t ia l la w  in  the e lev­
en th  w eek o f a s tr ik e  ag a in s t 
proposed wage cu ts  by  the M a y ­
ta g  com pany.

The N a tio n a l G uard , ca lled 
ou t by  G o ve rno r N e lson  G. K ra -  
schel w hen u n io n  p icke ts  p re ­
ven ted  s tr ik e -b re a k e rs  f r o m  
tru c k in g  w a sh in g  m ach ine  p a rts  
aw ay fro m  the  p la n t, used th e ir  
bayonets to  fo rce  s tr ik e rs  and 
th e ir  w ives a w ay fro m  the fa c ­
to ry , b re a k in g  up the  p ic k e t line . 

P ic k e t L in e  Crashed 
S h o r tly  a f te r  th e  troops a r ­

r iv e d  la s t week, and w ere  s t i l l  
m a k in g  cam p in  the  o u ts k ir ts  o f 

(C on tinued  on page 2)

Nationalist Feeling Flares 
As Attempt Is Made On 
Puerto Rican Governor

A ttem pted  A ssassina tion  D iscloses Repres­
sive R ule of U. S. Im p e ria lism  A g a in s t 

Independence  M ovem ent

Nationalist and anti-imperialist feeling in Puerto Rico, inflamed 
by the repressive measures o f the Winship administration against all 
independentist sentiment, flared into violence again on July 23 when 
an attempt was made to assassinate Governor Winship at the cele­
bration o f the fortieth anniversary of American occupation.

Although the governor escaped the shots, two persons, a Colonel 
of the Puerto Rican National Guard at the head of troops marching 
in review and a Nationalist, were killed, and more than thirty were 
wounded. Seven Nationalists are under arrest for the attempt, bail 
being set for two of them at $25,000 each.

It is almost an axiom that repression breeds terrorism. Marxists 
have always condemned terrorist methods as futile, and serving to  
p rovoke  g re a te r repressions. The-t- 
m is ta ke n  ta c tic s  o f the  P u e rto  
R ica n  N a tio n a lis ts  w i l l  g ive  the 
a u th o r it ie s  fu r th e r  excuse to  sup­
press P u e rto  R ica n  c iv i l  lib e rtie s  
and  a ll m an ife s ta tio n s  o f a desire 
fo r  independence.

The fa c t rem a ins, how ever, 
th a t  the m ilita ry -p o lic e  reg im e  o f 
G o ve rno r W in sh ip , backed by the 
e rs tw h ile  lib e ra l, E rn e s t G ruen- 
ing , in  charge  o f the d e p a rtm e n t 
o f In s u la r  A ffa irs , and egged on 
by  s u p e r- im p e r ia lis t S en a to r T y - 
d ings, has m erey reaped w h a t i t  
sowed. E v e ry th in g  th a t  cou ld  be 
done to  d r iv e  the  N a tio n a lis ts  to  
despera tion  has been done.

S e n tim e n t fo r  independence in  
P u e rto  R ico  is fa r  m ore w id e ­
spread th a n  is ever p e rm itte d  to 
appear. D is c r im in a t io n  is w id e ly  
p ra c tice d  a g a in s t kn o w n  advo­
cates. o f th e  is la n d ’s freedom  
fro m  A m e rica n  ru le . T he  la rge s t 
p o lit ic a l p a rty , the  L ib e ra l P a rty , 
has independence in  its  p la tfo rm .
The e x tre m is t N a tio n a lis t  g roup , 
how ever, is v e ry  sm a ll. I t  has l i t ­
t le  p o p u la r s u p p o rt and is in  no 
w a y  a th re a t to  A m e rica n  d o m i­
n a tio n . B u t i t  has been c o n tin u ­
a lly  goaded, harassed and pe r­
secuted by the  W in s h ip  g o ve rn ­
m ent.

P o lice  M u rd e r T w o
W hen tw o  N a tio n a lis t  you ths  

assassinated th e  In s u la r  C h ie f o f 
Police, Colonel R iggs, in  1936, 
they w ere taken  to  po lice  head­
q u a rte rs  and m urd e re d  in  co ld 
blood by the  po lice  tw o  hours  
la te r. None o f the  g u ilty  po lice ­
men has ever been pun ished  o r 
even suspended fro m  the  force.

(C ontinued  on page 3)

C. P. SPLITS PHILA. 
NAVY YARD UNION
S h ip ya rd  L o c i G ives 

U p C .I.O . C harte r 
In  S p lit M ove

P H IL A D E L P H IA ,  J u ly  23. — 
A f te r  a long  and  in tense  f ig h t to  
secure a d o m in a n t p o s itio n  in  the 
d ire c tio n  o f the N a v y  Y a rd  L o ­
cals o f the  In d u s tr ia l U n io n  o f 
M a rin e  and S h ip b u ild in g  W o rk ­
ers A m e ric a  (C .I.O .), th e  S ta lin - 

Js t-co n tro lle d  g ro u p  o f  Loca l 17 
co v e rin g  th e  P h ila d e lp h ia  N a v y  
Y a rd  d e c i d e d  to  re tu rn  th e ir  
c h a rte r  to  the  I.U .M .S .W .A ., and 
to  en te r the  S ta lin is t- ru le d  U n ited  
F e d e r a l  W o rk e rs  o f A m e rica  
(C .I.O .) w here  th e ir  a m b itio n s  
cou ld  be b e tte r satisfied.

A  p rog ress ive  step, w ith  im ­
mense poss ib ilitie s , w as u n d e r­
taken  w hen the  IU M S W A  began 
to  o rgan ize  the  s h ip ya rd  w o rk e rs  
o f the  gove rnm ent-ow ned  N a vy  
Y a rds  in to  a m il i ta n t  un ion  u n it ­
in g  them  w ith  th e  sh ip y a rd  w o rk ­
ers in  p r iv a te  in d u s try . B u t m i l i ­
ta n cy  is  o f  no im p o rta n ce  to  the  
S ta lin is ts . “ R u le  o r  r u in ”  is th e ir  
m o tto .

N a v y  Y a rd  C ounc il Set up 
A  J o in t C ounc il o f  N a v y  Y a rds  

was estab lished  la s t yea r by  a 
decis ion  o f the  N a tio n a l C onven­
tio n  o f the un ion , to  co o rd ina te  

(C on tinued  on page 2)

Middletown 
Gives Labor 
Big Lesson

Militant Action by Muncie 
Auto Workers Smashes 

Attacks on Union

M U N C IE , In d .—C a re fu lly  chos­
en by soc io log is ts  as the average 
A m e rica n  sm a ll c ity  and dubbed 
"M id d le to w n ”  by  M a ry  and R ob­
e r t  L y n d  in  th e ir  tw o  po p u la r 
books, M unc ie  has become fa ­
mous as the m ost th o ro u g h ly  
e x p l o r e d  c ity  in  the  U n ited  
States. C ross-sectioned and cross- 
exam ined, indexed and tabu la ted , 
M unc ie , in  its  ro le  as “ M id d le - 
to w n ,"  has presented the  p ro ­
fessors and  s tuden ts  o f th e  u n i­
ve rs itie s  w ith  de ta iled  m a te r ia l 
on the average A m e rica n  society.

R ecen t events in  M unc ie  have 
th e ir  s ign ifica n ce  fo r  w o r k e r s .  
N o t o n ly  th e  s tuden ts  o f  soc io l­
ogy can d ra w  lessons fro m  M u n ­
cie, b u t trad e  u n io n is ts  can ga in  
va luab le  know ledge  fro m  the  ex­
perience  o f “ M id d le to w n ’s”  w o rk ­
in g  class.

T ru s te d  L a b o r B oa rd
W o rk e rs  a t th e  John  Lee A c ­

me Co., m a n u fa c tu r in g  au tom o ­
tiv e  p a rts  and e m p lo y in g  a bou t 
700 w o rke rs , s tru c k  the  p la n t in  
1937. T he y  w ere  induced to  re ­
tu rn  to  w o rk , le a v in g  d e ta ils  o f 
se ttle m e n t up to  the  S ta te  L a b o r 
R e la tio n s  D iv is io n .

W h ile  the  S ta te  L a b o r B oard  
and Judge G u th r ie  w ere  “ s e tt lin g  
up d e ta ils ,”  the  com pany in t im i­
da ted  the  w o rk e rs  to  th e  e x te n t 
o f p r a c t i c a l l y  d e s tro y in g  the 
U n ite d  A u to m o b ile  W o rk e rs  lo ­
ca l. In  Jun e  n in e  w o rk e rs  w ere 
d ischa rged  in  v io la tio n  o f th e ir  
s e n io r ity  r ig h ts . T he  m em bers o f 
the U .A .W . s tru c k  in  a body and 
dem anded re in s ta te m e n t o f the 
d ischa rged  w en.

In  sp ite  o f the te rro r iz a t io n  by 
S h e r iff  P u cke t and h is  deputies 
the m en stood p a t and o rgan ized  
a mass p ic k e t line . Im m e d ia te ly  
the  o ffice rs  o f  the la w  resorted  
to  open vio lence. One o f the dep­
u ties  approached a g roup  o f men, 
ra ised  h is  gas gun and sta ted  
th a t  he w as g o in g  to  ta k e  a p ic ­
tu re . H e sh o t te a r gas in to  the 
g ro u p  a t  close r a n g e ,  n e a rly  
b lin d in g  one w o rk e r.

M ach in e  G un T h re a t
A  fe w  days la te r  Judge G u th ­

r ie  issued an in ju n c t io n  ag a in s t 
the  s tr ik e rs . S h e riff P u c k e tt de­
c la red  he w ou ld  c a rry  o u t th e  ln - 

(C on tlnued  on page 4)

Labor Under Attack

THE ONLY ANSWER
Frank Hague's Jersey City is no isolated case in the United 

States.
It is not the only place where capital and its government 

threaten to deprive labor o f its most elementary rights, where the 
guns and blackjacks of police and hired thugs are being employed 
to smash the labor movement.

In the last few months alone, we have had the police firing 
into a throng of defenseless strikers in Akron, Ohio, which is 
dominated by the powerful rubber magnates; and the gassing 
and beating of the American Brass strikers in Detroit at the end 
of May, in which 50 pickets and sympathizers were badly injured.

More recently, similar events have taken place in widely 
scattered parts of the country.

In San Antonio, Texas, the local government, acting for 
the local business men, has conducted a brutal drive against the 
C.I.O. and any attempt on its part to organize the heavily under­
paid workers of that city. Organizers and militants have been ar­
rested, thrown into jail, and beaten by the police.

In New Orleans, Louisiana, another bailiwick of President 
Roosevelt’s party, a reign of terror was launched by the police 
against the striking truck and taxi drivers. A t one time, some 400 
strikers were under arrest. The leaders of the strike were also ar­
rested and savagely beaten in the local ja il; when released on 
bail, they were compelled to hide. The drayage firms and the 
struck cab company did not conceal the fact that they paid out 
of their pockets $12,000 to the police for doing "strike duty."

One could not ask for a more impressive demonstration of the 
role o f the police than this public subsidy to act as strike-breakers.

In Westwood, California, vigilantes and police united to 
smash the strike o f the fiercely exploited lumber workers, one of 
whom was shot, 30 of whom were beaten, and more than a thou­
sand o f whom— including their families— were driven out of 
town by force.

In North Chicago, not far from the scene o f last year’s 
Republic Steel massacre, police fired tear-gas bombs into the ranks 
of the strikers peacefully picketing the Chicago Hardware Foun­
dry, w ith the result that 50 of the pickets were hurt.

In Newton, Iowa, the National Guard has been called out 
to break the strike o f the Maytag Washing Machine Co. workers, 
and machine guns have been mounted on all the corners o f the

city s streets. Unionists and their leaders have been arrested.
In Steubenville, Ohio, a mob o f 200 thugs organized by the 

W eirton Steel bosses, endangered the lives o f members o f the 
National Labor Relations Board, who were forced to flee in the 
m iddle o f the night, escorted by sheriffs and state police.

In  New York, the police are on hand to enforce the infamous 
C otillo  anti-picketing in junction, which deprives the striking 
Busch workers from exercising a right fo r which labor has fought 
in this country fo r generations.

The same police o f Mayor LaGuardia look on quietly while 
the tough-guys and thugs break up the meetings o f the Socialist 
Workers Party and the Communist Party in Queens, which is 
ruled over by Borough President Harvey, LaGuardia's candidate 
in the last election and Frank Hague’s closest imitator.

I f  labor takes these first significant signs o f the reactionary 
offensive lying down— it w ill be in no position to fight back 
when a fascist wave sweeps over its head.

The way to fight it  is not by words or empty gestures, not 
by relying on capitalist politicians and their police— but to smash 
i t  in  struggle.

Reaction is bold and aggressive only when it feels that labor 
is passive and has no self-confidence.

The time to fight fascism is when it first raises its vicious 
head.

A ll  the events o f recent months point to plain conclusions:
The capitalist politicians, the "friends o f labor”— talk about 

"labor’s rights,”  but only a b lind and duped worker w il l  rely 
upon them to fight to preserve these rights.

Smart lawyers, and appeals to Washington, w ill not restore 
the picket line o f the New Orleans taxi-drivers, o f the Detroit 
brass workers, o f the A kron rubber workers, o f the Westwood 
lumber workers— or o f the workers in  any other locality who de­
cide to fight against the capitalist offensive.

Only the workers themselves, organized, trained and prop­
erly equipped, can effectively defend their rights, their unions, 
their future.

That is why it is a primary task o f the unions everywhere to 
organize Labor Defense Guards, the fighting detachment o f the 
w orking class.

There is no other way.

Pickets Open Drive On 
N.Y. Gov’t Hiring Hall
P icket L ine  A nsw ers G overnm ent Threat to 

Take O ver H ir in g ; Seam en A c t 
D espite N .M .U . O pp os itio n

Hiring on Dollar Line Held by SUP
N E W  Y O R K .— A fte r a week o f fruitless efforts to form  a 

fighting united fron t w ith  the National M aritim e Union, the New 
York branches o f the Sailors Union o f the Pacific and the Marine 
Firemen established a picket line around the M aritim e Commission 
h iring  hall, determined to defeat the government's plan to destroy 
union h iring  halls.

Despite the refusal o f N .M .U . officials to approve jo in t picket­
ing, rank and file  members o f the C.I.O. union have joined the West 
Coast men in  picket duty, and seamen as a whole are respecting the 
line. Added pressure, on and off the picket line, is expected to make 
i t  very d ifficu lt fo r the M aritim e Commission to obtain crews fo r 
government-owned merchant ships.

A lre a d y  th e  C om m iss ion  has 
n o tif ie d  the  S.U.P. agent, F ra n kJAPAN RETREATS 

IN BORDER CLASH
Soviets' F irm  S tand 

Forces Japan to 
R etreat

W a r c louds th rea tened  th e  Sov­
ie t F a r  E as te rn  h o rizo n  fo r  a 
•b rie f in te rv a l la s t week. T he  
S ov ie t a rm y , s ta tio n e d  in  those 
p a rts , occup ied a h i l l  o ve rlo o k in g  
L a k e  K h a sa n  on the  S ov ie t-M an- 
ch u ku oa n  b o rd e r sou th  o f  V la d i­
vostok. T he  Japanese press im ­
m ed ia te ly  ra ised  a  hue and  c ry  
abou t an in va s io n  o f  M a n ch u ku o  
by the  U n io n  o f  S o c ia lis t S ovie t 
R epub lics . N ip p o n 's  am bassador 
to  the U.S.S.R., M a m o ru  Shige- 
m itzu , a t  once p ro tested  the  " in ­
vas ion ”  to  the  F o re ig n  O ffice  in  
M oscow. Upon a  re p ly  f ro m  F o r­
e ign  M in is te r  L i tv in o f f  th a t  the 
h i l l  w as R uss ian  te r r i to r y  a cco rd ­
in g  to  a  t re a ty  concluded in  1869, 
M r. S h ig e m itzu  decla red  such an 
answ er unacceptab le  to  h is  gov­
e rn m e n t and  added th a t  i f  she 
fa ile d  to  ge t s a tis fa c tio n , Japan 
"w o u ld  have to reach  a con­
c lus ion  a b o u t a p p ly in g  fo rce .”

T he  h y p o c r it ic a l p ro te s ta tio n s  
o f the N ipponese b riga n d s  ove r­
sho t th e ir  m a rk  th is  tim e , h o w ­
ever. F o r  th e  inva d e rs  o f h u n ­
dreds o f thousands o f m iles  o f 
Chinese te r r i to r y  to  sh o u t about 
the “ in v a s io n ”  o f a l i t t le  h i l l  in  
un ch a rte d  te r r i to ry  was lik e  a 
th ie f s h o u tin g  "S to p  th ie f ! ”  I t  
was too  lu d ic ro u s  a piece o f h yp ­
o c risy  fo r  even the  m os t re a c tio n ­
a ry  press to  ta ke  se rious ly .

M il i ta r y  Im p o rta n c e  O n ly
W h a t was in vo lve d  w as the 

se izure  o f a piece o f te r r i to ry  too 
sm a ll to  be o f a n y th in g  m ore 
than  s tra te g ic  m il i ta ry  im p o r t­
ance in  a fu tu re  con test. The  
t i t le  to  the  te r r i to ry  be ing  in  
doubt, th e  S ov ie t a rm y  to o k  ad­
van tage  o f Ja p a n ’s d if f ic u lt ie s  on 
the Chinese b a ttle fie ld s  to  se ttle  
the question . T he  in c id e n t is o f 
s ign ificance  o n ly  in s o fa r  as i t  re ­
flects a new  stage in  the Ja p a n ­
ese-Soviet re la tio n  o f  forces.

P re v io u s ly , Japan  has been able 
to  m ake a ll k in d s  o f such sa llies 
in to  S ibe rian  te r r i to ry  unopposed, 
b a n k in g  on in te rn a l S ov ie t d i f ­
ficu ltie s . The  occupa tion  o f the 
h i l l  near L a ke  K h a sa n  m ere ly  
s ign ifie s  th a t  the  tab les have been 
tu rn e d . Japan  can no longer 
c o u n t on the advan tage  o ffered by 
S ta lin ’s d e b ilita t in g  pu rge  o f the 
Red A rm y . H e r ow n losses in 
C h in a  have o ffse t the  damage 
b ro u g h t to  the  S ovie t a rm ed 
forces by  th e  S ta lin is t a n n ih il­
a tio n  o f its  com pe ten t leaders.

A p p a re n tly , the T o k io  g ove rn ­
m en t was re c k o n in g  w ith  a re la ­
tio n s h ip  o f  fo rces th a t  had a l­
ready become o u tlive d . T o  tes t 
the  pow er o f  its  a rrogance , so 
s u c c e s s f u l  o n ly  a  l i t t le  m ore 
th a n  a yea r ago in  the A m u r  
reg ion , th e  Japanese tr ie d  to  back 
up  the  th re a ts  o f th e ir  M oscow 
am bassador by  la n d in g  a fo rce  on 
the  S ov ie t is land , F a in g o v . T w o  
Japanese m o to r  boats v io la te d  the 
f ro n t ie r  nea r the  se ttle m e n t o f 
V idnoye , on the  U ssu ri R iv e r  
n o rth  o f  th e  C h a n g ku fe n g  d is t r ic t  
w here  th e  h i l l  had been taken . A  

(C o n tin u e d  on  page 3)

B e rry , th a t  the ag reem ent signed 
b y  the  D o lla r  S team ship  L in e  
w ith  th e  W est Coast un ions w i l l  
be honored  by the  gove rnm en t. 
T he  D o lla r  L in e  re c e n tly  was 
taken  o ve r by  the  M a r it im e  Com ­
m iss ion , and i t  was p lanned to 
sh ip  crew s th ro u g h  the  f in k  h a ll.

A n y  such a c tio n  on an y  sh ip  
under W est Coast ag reem ent 
w o u ld  im m e d ia te ly  p re c ip ita te  a 
s tr ik e , fo r  the  S.U.P. is on reco rd  
to  oppose w ith  a ll th e ir  s tre n g th  
an y  a tte m p t o f  the  g o ve rn m e n t to  
m ove in  on u n io n  c o n tro l o f  H lr-  
ing . S h ip p in g  a c rew  th ro u g h  the 
f in k  h a ll to  a W est C oast s h ip  w i l l  
t ie  up sh ip p in g  on the  P ac ific .

On the  E a s t Coast the  N .M .U ., 
fo llo w in g  the lin e  handed dow n 
by the  C o m m u n is t P a r ty , has con­
s is te n tly  a ided th e  g o ve rn m e n t in  
its  a t te m p t to  th ro t t le  the  m a rin e  
un ions. W hen  the  f in k  h a ll was 
f ir s t  estab lished  a p ic k e t lin e  was 
placed a b o u t the  h a ll, b u t w ith in  
a week th e  S ta lin is t o ffic ia ls  were 
sh o u ting , “ P a ck  the f in k  h a ll,"  a 
p o lic y  th a t  soon became o ff ic ia l.

F in k  H a ll O ld  S tu ff
The  duped seamen fo u nd  th e m ­

selves bask in  the days o f th e  old 
s h ip p in g  board, com pe lled  to  ac­
cep t th e  ty ra n n y  o f s h ip p in g  
a u th o r it ie s  and herded a ro u n d  the 
com m iss ion  h a ll l ik e  ca ttle .

W e ll a w a re  th a t  th e  f in k  h a ll 
represen ted  a dange r to  a l l  m arine  
un ions, and  faced w ith  the  p ros­
pect o f  some o f the  m a jo r  s h ip ­
p in g  com panies u n d e r W est Coast 
agreem ents com ing  under g o ve rn ­
m e n t c o n tro l— the  D o lla r  L in e  and 
the B a lt im o re  M a il— the  S .U .P . 
and th e  M a r in e  F ire m e n  m oved 
fo r  m il i ta n t  a c tio n . A  de lega tion  
fro m  those un ions  approached the 
N .M .U . and the  A . F . o f L . Sea­
m en ’s U n ion  and asked fo r  a 
un ited  f r o n t  a g a in s t the f in k  ha ll.

F orced  by an aroused ra p k  and 
file  the  N .M .U . sent delegates to 
the  conference, b u t th e y  c o n tin ­
u a lly  sang th e  S ta lin is t song, 
"Y o u  c a n ’t  f ig h t the g o ve rn m e n t.”  
A f te r  s ta ll in g  fo r  severa l m eet­
ings, Joseph C u rra n , rep re se n ting  
the N .M .U ., presented a p ro p o s i­
t io n  o f re co g n iz in g  the M a r it im e  
C om m iss ion  h ir in g  h a ll, and pay­
in g  o ffic ia ls  o f th e  respective  
un ions to  “ observe”  the  f in k  sh ip ­
p ing.

W hen th is  open se ll-o u t became 
kn o w n  to  the ra n k  and file  sea- 

(C on tlnued  on page 2)

C. P. G an g  A ttacks 
A p p e a l Salesm en

DETROIT, July, 25.—Social­
ist Appeal distributors were 
set upon and attacked tonight 
by a Stalinist mob In front of 
the headquarters of the Sta­
linist dominated U.A.W. Local 
157. In  the course of a free- 
for-all which ensued. Stalin­
ists threatened to smash the 
camera of a Free Press pho­
tographer. Although the Ap­
peal salesmen were outnum­
bered by the organized hood­
lums, they stood their ground 
and continued distribution of 
the paper. This Is the second 
time since the outbreak of the 
U.A.W. faction fight that Sta­
linist “democracy” has taken 
the form of physical violence 
against members of the So­
cialist Workers Party.

G.O.P. CAMPAIGNS 
FOR DEMOCRAT
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Press Ballyhoo Hides True Story of 
Housing Program; Slum Problem Acute

R elie f Red Tape Leaves Tenants H elp less 
Before M arsha ls ; B ru ta lity  

Features E victions

The past week has seen b la r in g  
headlines in  the  press a bou t new 
a p p ro p r ia tio n s  fo r  hous ing, p a r­
t ic u la r ly  in  N ew  Y o rk  C ity . A f ­
te r  h e m m in g  and h a w in g  fo r  
m any lo n g  m on ths, 50 m ill io n  d o l­
la rs  w ere  f in a lly  released fo r  tw o  
new  hous ing  p ro je c ts  th a t w i l l  
accom m odate  5,000 fa m ilie s , when 
com ple ted tw o  years hence.

The m e tro p o lis  o f the n a tio n , 
a lso the  lead ing  s lum -cen te r, has 
close to  3,000,000 people l iv in g  in  
tenem ents th a t  w ere condem ned 
in  1901! B u t the new  p lan  o f the 
fe d e ra l and m u n ic ip a l g o ve rn ­
m ents w i l l  accom m odate the  p it i-  
fu l l  nu m b e r o f tw e n ty  to  tw e n ty -  
five  thousand people. A n d  they  
have the  g a ll to  p u t th is  fo r th  
as a "g ig a n tic "  e ffo r t  to  ta ke  care 
o f the hous ing  p rob lem !

H ead lines H id e  T ru e  S to ry

B la z in g  new spaper headlines, 
p re tty  p ic tu re s  o f lead ing  o ff i­
c ia ls, b a llyh o o  and cerem onies ga­
lore, b u t new  hous in g  a p p ro p r i­
a tio n s—o n ly  a d ro p  in  the bu cke t 
w hen com pared to  the needs o f 
the p o p u la tio n . C o n tra s t to  th is  
the h o rr ib le  to ta l o f dead as a 
re s u lt o f fires in  o ld -la w  tene­
m ents, and th e  cyn ica l, pom pous 
cerem onies become a gruesom e 
fa rce . L a w  upon la w  has been 
passed, in v e s tig a tio n  a fte r  inves­
t ig a t io n  has taken  place. Y e t, 
decade upon decade ro l l  by, and 
n o th in g  serious is done to  e lim ­
in a te  the death  holes th a t  low - 
paid w o rk e rs  and unem ployed 
ca ll home.

W ith  each passing  year, the 
hous ing  p rob lem  becomes m ore 
and m ore  acute. T h ro u g h o u t the 
co u n try , n o t o n ly  in  N ew  Y o rk , 
the ro t t in g  s lum s taka  th e ir  to ll 
o f the  w o rk in g  class th ro u g h  
fire , disease, and  ove rc ro w d in g . 
W ith  the deepening o f the c ris is , 
o ve rc ro w d in g  becomes a deadly 
menace to  h e a lth  and life . A  re ­
cent su rvey o f 16,000 y o u th  ( ty p ­
ic a l o f l ife  in  the  c itie s ), in  M a ry ­
land  shows a pe rilous  increase in  
the nu m b e r o f s ing le  and m a r­
rie d  yo u n g  people fo rced  to  re ­
m a in  in  the a lrea d y  crow ded 
homes o f th e ir  paren ts . L a c k  o f 
jobs, pove rty , com pel la rge  fa m i­
lies to  live  in  fe w e r and few er 
room s. No new  houses are  be ing 
b u ilt .  R en ts  are  m ou n tin g . T here  
are no safe and s a n ita ry  homes 
to m ove in to  w ith  ren ts  low  
enough fo r  the  lo w  sa la ries  o f 
.the c r is is -r id d e n  w o rk in g  class.

P o o r T en a n ts  E xc luded
These are  th e  co n d itio ns  th a t 

m ake the  g o ve rn m e n t hous ing  
p ro je c ts  so inadequate . In  a dd i­
tio n , i t  is a lm o s t im possib le  fo r  
a low-pafld w o rk e r  to  re n t an 
a p a rtm e n t in  the new  hous ing  
p ro je c ts . T he  re n ts  o f p rev ious 
p ro je c ts  w ere  supposed to  have 
been set w ith in  the reach  even o f 
u n sk ille d  w o rke rs . B u t the rea l 
m anner o f re n t in g  p roved th is  to  
be fa r  fro m  the case. F o r the  ac­
tu a l f igu re  f in a lly  set ( in  p rev ious 
p ro je c ts ) was fa r  h ig h e r th a n  
the o r ig in a l figures. M oreover, a 
sys te m a tic  process o f in v e s tig a ­
t io n  o f a p p lic a n ts  w as ins ta lled , 
m a k in g  i t  v ir tu a l ly  im poss ib le  to 
re n t an a p a rtm e n t on the p ro j­
ects unless one was e a rn in g  a 
su b s ta n tia l s a la ry  and had a 
v e ry  secure job. The  re s u lt was 
th a t  m u n ic ip a l employees, h ig h e r 
sa la ried  w o rk e rs  and sm a ll bus i­
ness men w ere g iven  p re fe rence  
as tenan ts .

O u tr ig h t  d is c r im in a t io n  was 
p rac tice d  a g a in s t hom e re lie f re ­
c ip ie n ts  and W .P .A . w o rk e rs . In  
a n um ber o f cases, W .P .A . w o rk ­
ers w ere fo rced  to  h ide  th e ir  
source o f live lih o o d  in  a n  a tte m p t 
to  ge t in to  the  new  p ro je c ts  
" b u i l t  fo r  the poor.”  W hen  th e ir  
id e n tity  was d iscovered t h e s e  
w o rke rs  w ere evicted fro m  the 
hous ing  p ro jec ts . Negroes w ere 
u n iv e rs a lly  re jec ted . Few , i f  any, 
w i l l  m anage to  ge t in to  the  new  
p ro jec ts .

I t  m us t be c lea r now  to  every 
w o rk in g  m an and w om an th a t  
the o n ly  w a y  to  ge t a n y th in g  
rea l accom plished  is  th ro u g h  a 
de te rm ined  p ro g ra m  and f ig h t 
led by o rgan ized  labor. T he re  is 
n o th in g  m ore  h o rr ib le  th a n  death  
by fire . Y e t th a t  a w fu l danger 
lu rk s  as an im m e d ia te  menace 
in  eve ry  t in d e r-d ry  o ld -law  tene­
m ent. The la b o r un ions m us t an ­
sw er the h yp o c risy  o f the  gov­
e rn m e n t in  the face o f th a t  m en­
ace. The q u e s t i o n  shou ld  be 
ra ised in  every  la b o r o rg a n iza ­
t io n ! On th is  im m e d ia te  demand 
fo r  m ore  b illio n s  (n o t m illio n s )  
fo r  housing, m em bers o f the 
C.I.O. and A. F . o f L . should 
ra ise  the  ca ll fo r  jo in t  ac tion .

R epub licans S w ing  
B ehind D em ocrat

(C on tinued  fro m  page 1)

L a b o r p r im a r ie s  a fe w  weeks ago.
T h is  process, a l r e a d y  f ar  

e n o u g h  advanced in  1936 to 
th ro w  the  m ost p ro m in e n t r ig h t-  
w in g  D em ocra ts  in to  s u p p o rt o f 
Landon , w i l l  n e ith e r  cease no r 
lessen. W e m ay  expect to  fin d  in  
th is  a u tu m n ’s e lec tions n u m e r­
ous exam ples o f th a t  phenom eon 
ra re  in  the h is to ry  o f A m e rica n  
p o litic s , b u t w e ll kn o w n  else­
w here  : c o a l i  11 o n cand idates. 
These, in  tu rn , w i l l  o n ly  fo re ­
shadow  the  m ore d ra s tic  re -a lig n ­
m ents to  come.

Y outh Sits D ow n
In  R elie f B ureau

N E W  Y O R K .—A  suspended 
sentence—suspended as long  as 
he s tays aw ay fro m  th e  re lie f 
bu re a u —w as the answ er W il l  
L u b in , job less yo u th , received 
to  the one-m an s it- in  he staged 
la s t w eek a t the  W illia m s b u rg  
re lie f s ta tio n  in  p ro te s t ag a in s t 
the bu reau  decis ion  re fu s in g  
h im  re lie f.

L u b in , a m em ber o f L o ca l 17 
o f the W o rk e rs  A llia n c e  and 
the Y o u n g  People's S oc ia lis t 
League, had spent weeks en­
tang led  in  the red-tape  o f ap ­
p ly in g  fo r  re lie f. A lth o u g h  he 
p a tie n tly  fille d  a ll the  fo rm s  
and su ffe red  the  in ve s tig a tio n s  
o f the  o ffic ia ls , the  bureau, 
a f te r  weeks o f w a it in g , de­
c la red  i t  cou ld  n o t g ra n t s ing le  
m a in tenance  re lie f.

A f te r  be ing  ev ic ted  fro m  h is 
room  and p a w n in g  h is  c lo thes 
and books, L u b in  resorted  to
the s it- in  d e m o n s tra tio n . In
th is  he was supported  by Loca l 
17, a lth o u g h  S ta lin is t - con­
tro lle d  locals o f th e  W .A . in  
the ne ighborhood  re fused  to
back h im  up as he is a " T ro t ­
s k y is t."

T h ree  po licem en w ere called 
in  by the  bu reau  o ffic ia ls  and 
L u b in  was th ro w n  out. W hen 
he con tin ue d  to  p ro te s t he was 
a rres ted  and held in  ja i l  ove r­
n ig h t. The  n ex t m o rn in g  he
received the  suspended sen­
tence—a sentence th a t  m akes 
i t  v ir tu a lly  im poss ib le  fo r  h im  
to  con tin ue  h is  e ffo rts  to  get 
re lie f.

STALINISTS ORDER 
W.P.A. " P URGE"
C. P. M em bers Told 

To D ism iss A ll 
D issenters

N E W  Y O R K .—A  purge  o f the 
W .P .A . w r ite rs  p ro je c ts , to  be 
pursued in  tru e  M uscov ite  s ty le , 
has been ordered  by S ta lin is t 
p a rty  headqua rte rs  here. The  
C o m m u n is t P a r ty  u n it  on the 
w r ite rs ’ p ro je c t has rece ived in ­
s tru c tio n s  t h a t . “ a i l . . T ro ts k y is ts  
m u s t be d r iv e n  o ff th e  ro lls  as 
soon as possib le.”

T hus run s  a re p o r t in  the  c u r­
re n t N ew  Leader, o rgan  o f the 
S o c i a l  D e m o c ra tic  F e d e ra tion , 
w h ich  c la im s  to  have th is  in fo r ­
m a tio n  f r o m  un im peachab le  
sources.

O f course, the purge  is being 
p lanned n o t o n ly  a g a in s t T ro ts ­
k y is ts  b u t a g a in s t a l l  w r ite rs  w ho  
re je c t o u tr ig h t  S ta lin is t d ic ta tio n . 
A t  the f ir s t  possib le m om ent, ac­
c o rd in g  to the  re p o rt, non-con­
fo rm is t  w r ite rs  are  to  receive 
w a rn in g  s lips  a b o u t " in e ff ic ie n ­
cy " fro m  p a rty - lin e  W .P .A . o f f i­
c ia ls  on the p ro je c t. U lt im a te ly , 
the a n t i-S ta lin is t is  a re  to  be d is ­
m issed e n tire ly .

A ll ia n c e  P urge  F ir s t  Step
In  v ie w  o f p rev ious experiences, 

the re  can be no d o u b t o f the 
a u th e n tic ity  o f the  re p o rt. S ta ­
lin is ts  have p re v io u s ly  a ttem p ted  
to ge t a round  the  p rob lem  by a t­
te m p tin g  to expel n o n -co n fo rm ­
ists on W .P .A . fro m  the W o rk e rs  
A llia nce , the  unem ployed  a n d  
W .P .A . w o r k e r s  un ion  u nder 
th e ir  co n tro l.

R ece n tly  they  made such an 
a tte m p t in  the case o f L is to n  
O ak, a fo rm e r lead ing  fu n c t io n ­
a ry  o f  the C om m un is t P a r ty  w ho 
b roke  w ith  i t  as a re s u lt o f h is 
experiences in  Spain. T he  “ t r ia l ”  
o f Oak In the W o rk e rs  A llia n ce  
was repo rted  in  the  S o c ia lis t A p ­
peal tw o  weeks ago. R eaders w i l l  
rem em ber th a t  the  S ta lin is ts  d id  
not achieve th e ir  a im  o f expe ll­
in g  h im  fro m  the u n io n  as a step 
tow ards h is  rem o va l fro m  his 
W .P .A . job . T hey are, the re fo re , 
now  p u llin g  s tr in g s  beh ind  the 
scenes th ro u g h  th e ir  stooges in  
the a d m in is tra t io n  here  and in  
W ash in g ton .

A n o th e r n o n -c o n fo rm is t w r ite r  
w hom  the S ta lin is ts  are  g u n n in g  
fo r  is C laude M cK a y , the  fam ous 
N e g r o  p o e t .  T he  la t te r  has 
aroused th e ir  w ra th  p a rt ic u la r ly  
because he seems to  have spoiled 
th e  “ m o n o lith ic ’ ’ s u b ju g a tio n  o f 
N egro  w o rk e rs  on W .P .A . to  the 
p a rty  line . N e ith e r O ak n o r M c­
K a y  are  T ro ts k y is ts  o r in  any 
w ay connected w ith  the  F o u r th  
In te rn a t io n a lis t  m ovem ent. H o w ­
ever, th a t  does n o t p re ve n t the 
S ta lin is ts  fro m  c a rry in g  on th e ir  
cam pa ign  aga in s t such non-con­
fo rm is ts  under the  slogans o f 
“ a n ti-T ro ts k y is m .”  In  N ew  Y o rk  
as in  M oscow, the  S ta lin  lin e  o f 
fram e-ups and te r ro r  fo llo w s  the 
same fo rm u lae .

N o n -S ta lin is t w o rk e rs  and la ­
bo r sym pa th ize rs  shou ld  be on 
th e ir  toes in  the  fu tu re  to  gua rd  
a g a in s t the  c a rry in g  o u t o f th is  
v ic io u s  cam pa ign  o f  s too l-p igeon­
in g  and p o lit ic a l d is c r im in a tio n . 
The  ve ry  f ir s t  a c t a g a in s t a n y ­
one o f the  n o n -co n fo rm is ts  on 
W .P .A . m u s t be m ade the  r a l ly ­
in g  p o in t o f a u n ite d  s trug g le  
a g a in s t G.P.U. d o m in a tio n  on 
W .P .A .

N E W  Y O R K . — W ith  LaG ua r- 
d ia ’s re lie f a d m in is tra t io n  co ld ly  
ig n o r in g  the p lig h t o f unem ­
p loyed s lu m  res idents, even the 
f i l th y  room s o f N e w  Y o rk ’s tene­
m ents a re  denied the  jobless as 
sys te m a tic  e v ic tio n s  are  ca rr ie d  
o u t by d epu ty  m arsha ls.

The  g ro w in g  n u m b e r o f ev ic ­
tio n  cases is espec ia lly  concen­
tra te d  in  the E a s t Side s lum  
area, w here  a la rge  percentage 
o f the  p o p u la tio n  is on re lie f.

W om an  o f 65 E v ic te d
T he re  is the case o f a w om an 

o f 65, on re l ie f and liv in g  alone 
a t 146 S u ffo lk  S tree t. She could 
no t even speak E n g lis h  to  the 
m arsha l w hen he came to  th ro w  
he r fe w  be long ings o u t in  the 
s tree t. She m ere ly  wept.

M em bers o f the  Y o u n g  People ’s 
S o c ia lis t League appeared on the 
scene as the fu rn itu re  was be ing  
fu r th e r  dem olished by  a d o w n ­
pour. T he y  re tu rn e d  the fu rn itu re  
to  the a p a rtm e n t.

A t  - Second S tre e t and Avenue 
D, one o f the w o rs t s lum  b locks 
in  the  c o u n try , a w om an and he r 
young d a u gh te r w ere th ro w n  out. 
T hey had been on re lie f. W hen 
the dispossess no tice  w as received 
i t  was b ro u g h t to  the  re l ie f bu ­
reau. T he  bu reau  r e f u s e d  to 
hand le  it.

B u reau  A c tio n  D elayed
A  ru lin g  in  e ffect does n o t pe r­

m it  th e  bureaus to  accept d is ­
possess notices fo r  a c tio n  as 
em ergency cases, b u t fo rces the 
fa m ily  to  w a it  fo r  the f in a l ev ic ­
t io n  notice . T h is  fin a l no tice  a l­
lows the te n a n t on ly  24 hours  to  
c lea r o u t o r be ev ic ted  by  deputy  
m arsha ls.

The bu reau  seldom  acts before  
the c lie n t is on the stree t. Some­
tim es the fu rn itu re  s tands on the  
s tree t fo r  tw o  o r th ree  days in  a ll 
k in d s  o f w hea the r, and the  fa m i­
ly  rem a ins  homeless w h ile  La - 
G ua rd ia 's  re lie f o ffic ia ls  " in v e s ti­
ga te ."

T here  is the case o f a w om an 
on re l ie f w ho  was be ing  evicted 
fro m  th ree  w re tched  room s. The 
w om an w as a Spanish Jewess

CALL GUARDSMEN 
IN IOWA STRIKE

(C on tinued  fro m  page 1)
the tow n , th e  com pany, em bold­
ened by the  presence o f troops, 
a tte m p te d  to  open the fa c to ry . 
Scabs, guarded by a rm ed thugs 
added to the  s h e r if f ’s and con­
s tab le ’s forces, crashed the p ic k ­
e t lin e  in  th e  e a rly  m o rn in g  
hours.

W a rn e d  o f the  com pany's  move 
in  advance, s tr ik e rs  and th e ir  
w ives tu rn e d  o u t a t 4 A .M . and a 
c row d  o f 500 m et the  scabs and 
the  g u n -to tin g  scab-herders. In  
the fie rce f ig h t in g  th a t  fo llow ed , 
20 w ere  In ju re d , s ix  se rious ly . A  
"spec ia l d e p u ty " was knocked  
dow n and h is  gun taken  fro m  
h im .

W ith in  20 m in u te s  tw o  a r ­
m ored cars a rr iv e d  fro m  the 
G uard  encam pm ent and d rove  
reck less ly  th ro u g h  th e  crow d, 
s c a tte rin g  the  p icke ts . S h o rtly  
a fte r, a c o m p a n y  o f in fa n tr y  
m arched to  the  fa c to ry  w ith  fixed 
bayonets and d rove  th e  s tr ik e rs  
and th e ir  w ives a b lock  away.

M ach in e  G uns M oun ted
W h ile  the  fa c to ry  w as ke p t 

closed by the G uardsm en, M ayo r 
George E. C am pbe ll announced 
e a rly  th is  w eek th a t  he was sure 
th a t  G ove rn o r K ra sch e l w ou ld  
o rd e r the troops to  open the 
p la n t. M aneuvers o f the G uard  
p o in t to  th is , w ith  m ach ine  guns 
be ing  m ounted  in  s tra te g ic  posi­
tio n s  fo r  use a g a in s t p icke ts .

The  use o f N a tio n a l G uard  
troops to  b reak  the s tr ik e  a t the 
M a y ta g  fa c to ry  came a f te r  the 
usual ro u tin e  s tr ik e -b re a k in g  by 
cou rts  and police had fa ile d . D is ­
t r ic t  Judge H o m e r A . F u lle r  Is­
sued an in ju n c t io n  a g a in s t the 
un ion , and  a lth o u g h  21 un ion  men 
were c ite d  fo r  con tem p t, p ic k e t­
in g  con tinued  to be e ffective.

A n o th e r ta c t ic  th a t  fa ile d  was 
a rb itra t io n . G ove rno r K ra sch e l 
appo in ted  a board  to  a rb itra te  
the d ispu te . T he  board recom ­
mended th a t  the fa c to ry  reopen 
fo r  60 days w ith o u t a wage cut. 
The u n ion  accepted b u t the com ­
pany refused.

" S ta te  Steps In
W hen the la s t re s o rt o f c ity  

gove rnm en t, a rm ed  v i o l e n c e  
a g a in s t the  p icke ts , fa ile d , the 
S tate o f Io w a  stepped in  w ith  its  
a rm ed forces, the  N a t i o n a l  
G uard . T h is  p o ten t s tr ik e -b re a k ­
in g  fo rce , used in  a lm os t every 
S ta te  in  th e  U.S.A., en tered  N ew ­
ton  to  es tab lish  " la w  and o rd e r."  
F e a r fu l o f lo s in g  votes, and a b it  
p iqued a t th e  com p a n y ’s re fu sa l 
to  accept th e  “ d ip lo m a tic ”  s t r ik e ­
b re a k in g  p lan  o f h is  a rb it ra t io n  
board, the  G o ve rno r d id  n o t a t  
once have h is  troops esco rt scabs 
in to  the p la n t.

L o n g  experience has proved 
th a t, desp ite  the  cam ouflage  o f 
lib e ra l “ in te n tio n s ,”  the  presence 
o f troops  in  a s tr ik e  s itu a tio n  op ­
erates o n ly  to  the  in te re s ts  o f 
th e  bosses.

n o t long  In  the  U n ite d  States and 
unable  to  speak E n g lis h  w e ll. The 
e v ic tin g  deputies w ere d ru n k  and 
k icke d  the  fu rn itu re  about, to re  
up the o ilc lo th  fro m  the  flo o r 
and cursed the  w om an co n s tan t­
ly . W hen she d a red  o ffe r a w ord  
o f p ro te s t they  s tru c k  her.

E v ic t io n  R e lie f Inadequa te
Even w hen the re l ie f bureau 

b e l a t e d l y  g ra n ts  m ov ing  ex­
penses, the  sum  is never ade­
qua te ; w ith  less than  $15 the 
ev ic ted  fa m ily  is expected to  pay 
m ov ing  expenses, p u t dow n a 
depos it fo r  e le c tr ic ity  and gas, 
and pay th e  f ir s t  m o n th ’s ren t.

L o w -re n t a p a rtm e n ts , even in  
the  s lum  areas, are  ha rd  to  find  
and m ov ing  costs are  h igh . Few  
b u ild in g s  o *fe  fro m  fire  and w ith  
decent s a n ita tio n  are w ith in  the 
re l ie f re n t a llow ance. T here  ex­
is ts  a rea l sho rtage  o f a n y  k in d  
o f apa rtm e n ts . In  H a r le m  less 
th a n  th ree  pe r cen t and on the 
E a s t Side less than  e ig h t per 
cen t o f the  a p a rtm e n ts  are  va ­
can t. O f these a lm os t a ll a re  in  
b u ild in g s  condem ned as u n f it  fo r  
hum an  h a b ita tio n , in  some in ­
stances as long  ago as 1901.

s t a g E  r io t  a t
AUTO UNION TRIAL

(C on tinued  fro m  page 1)
p rospect o f John  L . L e w is  com ­
in g  to  D e tro it  on a d ic ta to r ia l 
ju n k e t, the S ta lin is t m ach ine  is 
b e g in n ing  to ta c k  a new  course. 
R ecent s ta tem en ts  o f G eorge A d- 
des and the o th e r suspended o f­
ficers m akes i t  c lea r th a t  they 
have ceased th e ir  open s p lit t in g  
m aneuvers. Loca ls have been 
p u b lic ly  advised to m ake th e ir  
per ca p ita  paym ents to  the In ­
te rn a tio n a l U n ion . L it ig a t io n  to 
ho ld  up the funds  o f th e  In te r ­
n a tio n a l appears to  have been 
dropped. A n d  despite  in d isc ree t 
s ta tem en ts  by Ed H a ll, no ru m p  
co nven tion  is con tem pla ted .

C. P. G rea te r D ange r 
B u t i t  w ou ld  be the m ost se­

rio u s  e rro r  to  th in k  th a t  the S ta­
lin is ts  have g iven  up th e ir  in ­
te n tio n  o r  th e ir  cam pa ign  to 
dom in a te  the  au to  w o rk e rs  u n ­
ion. On the  c o n tra ry , the_ new  
lega l fo rm s  th e ir  f ig h t is ta lc ing ’ 
m ake  th e m  a g re a te r menace 
th a n  ever before . T he  con tinued  
a g ita tio n  fo r  a specia l conven­
tio n  Is to  be ca rr ie d  fo rw a rd  
a long  c o n s titu tio n a l lines w ith  
the a im  o f p la c in g  an onus o f 
i l l e g a l i t y  on th e  ac tions  o f 
M a r tin .

I f  the  e n try  o f L e w is  w ou ld  
p lace a s tra ig h t- ja c k e t on the  
a u to  un ion , a specia l co nven tion  
a t th is  tim e  w il l  reduce i t  to  a 
shambles. In  th e  m id s t o f the 
p resen t fu ro re  and w ith  the  m a in  
issues s t i l l  in d is t in c t  in  the  eyes 
o f a good section  o f the  m em ber­
sh ip , the danger o f C. P. d o m i­
n a tio n  a t the co n ve n tio n  is n o t 
l ig h t ly  to  be dism issed. B e fo re  
an y  conven tion  is he ld  in  the  
U .A .W ., a serious and v igo rous  
e duca tiona l cam pa ign  m u s t be 
conducted in  th e  un ion . The m i l i ­
ta n ts  m us t be o rgan ized  and edu­
cated on the  basis o f an genuine  
d e m o cra tic  and p rog ress ive  p ro ­
g ram .

B u t these co n s ide ra tions  en­
t ir e ly  aside, th e  m os t d a m n in g  
a rg u m e n t a g a in s t th e  specia l 
co nven tion  is th a t  i t  w ou ld  
b a n k ru p t th e  un ion . T o m o rro w  
o r th e  day a fte r ,  eve ry  penny— 
o f a  tre a s u ry  c o n s tric te d  by the 
ravages o f  u n e m p lo ym e n t — 
m ay be needed in  a l i fe  and 
dea th  b a tt le  a g a in s t wage cuts. 
The  S ta lin is ts  kn o w  th is  on ly  

too w e ll. T he y  have i t  on f ir s t ­
hand in fo rm a tio n  fro m  th e ir  M an 
F rid a y , G eorge Addes, fo rm e r 
S e c re ta ry -T re a su re r o f th e  un ion . 
B u t th a t  is o f no concern  to  
them . I f  the  un ion  m u s t be b a n k ­
rup ted  and sm ashed so they can 
ta ke  co n tro l, then  le t i t  be. B ro w ­
der and F os te r ordered  i t  th a t  
w ay. The  sacrifices and in te res ts  
o f the  w o rke rs  in  the shops are 
no r e s t r a i n i n g  cons ide ra tion  
w ha tever, as fa r  as they are  con­
cerned.

A  W a rn in g  Repeated 
The new  course o f the S ta lin ­

is ts  is c lea r evidence th a t  the 
s tru g g le  w i l l  n o t cease w ith  the 
c u lm in a tio n  o f the  t r ia l ,  w h a t­
ever its  outcom e. Then i t  w i l l  ju s t 
begin. A n d  we repea t w h a t we 
said in  p rev ious  issues o f the 
S o c ia lis t A ppeal th e  f ig h t  m u s t be 
ta ke n  to  th e  m em b e rsh ip ! W e 
p red ic ted  th a t  unless th is  was 
done M a r t in  w ou ld  be fo rced  to 
reorgan ize  loca l un ions. T he  re­
o rg a n iza tio n  o f th e  M ilw a u ke e  
Loca l is an u n fo r tu n a te  c o n fir ­
m a tio n  o f  th is  p re d ic tio n . B u t 
i t  is a c o n firm a tio n  none-the- 
less—and i t  is a h a rb in g e r o f 
w h a t is to  come.

W ith o u t  s u b s ta n tia l s u p p o r t  
am ong the  m em bersh ip , M a r t in  
w i l l  be com pelled to  a dop t p re ­
c ise ly  the m ethods L e w is  w ou ld  
em ploy i f  he in te rve n e d . In  the  
eyes o f th e  progressives, d is t in c ­
t io n s  do n o t o ccu r ove r nam es 
and  p e rso n a litie s  b u t  o ve r p ro ­
g ram s. A n d  M a r t in ,  no less th a n

U n ion  W in s  in  F ig h t 
A g a in s t Ille g a l 

Seizure
O M A H A , Neb. — The f ig h t of 

team ste rs  a g a i n s t  the po lice  
fra m e u p  and co n v ic tio n  o f A1 
R usse ll on charges o f “ v a g ra n c y ”  
m oved fo rw a rd  a step la s t w eek 
w hen the  a u th o r it ie s  su rrende red  
to R usse ll a ll the  p ro p e rty  w h ich  
was seized w hen the  cops ille g a l­
ly  searched h is  a p a rtm e n t.

The  p ro p e rty  was re tu rn e d  
"v o lu n ta r i ly ”  by the po lice  a f te r  
G enera l D r iv e rs  L o ca l 554 in ­
s titu te d  s u it  fo r  a w r i t  o f re ­
p le v in  to  fo rce  the  re tu rn  o f  the 
p ro p e rty . The  u n io n  has d irec ted  
its  a tto rn e y , D ew ey H anson, to  
con tin ue  the  s u it to  es tab lish  the 
il le g a lity  o f the ra id  and seizure.

A u th o r it ie s  H a rass  R usse ll
In  an a tte m p t to  induce R usse ll 

and the un ion  to d ro p  the appeal 
fro m  the 90-day va g ra n cy  sen­
tence, im posed desp ite  the fa c t 
R usse ll is a pa id  o rg a n ize r o f the 
un ion  and was w o rk in g  in  the 
o ffices o f Loca l 554 a t the tim e  
o f h is  a rre s t, the a u th o r it ie s  are 
d e lib e ra te ly  h a ra ss in g  the young  
u n io n is t.

The  date fo r  th e  f ir s t  h e a rin g  
o f the  case w as sudden ly  ad­
vanced, w ith  R usse ll in  S ioux 
C ity  on u n ion  business.’ A lth o u g h  
he rushed back to  Om aha, R us­
se ll a rr iv e d  a fe w  h o u rs  a f te r  the 
tim e  scheduled fo r  h is  appear­
ance in  co u rt. H is  bond was re ­
voked and R usse ll w as clapped 
in to  ja i l ,  p reven ted  by the c o u rt 
fro m  o b ta in in g  new  bond.

To o b ta in  R usse ll’s release, A t ­
to rn e y  H anson sued fo r  a w r i t  
o f habeas corpus. O n ly  th e n  d id  
the  a u th o r it ie s  p e rm it the  un ion  
to post a bond o f $250 to  free  
Russell.

F u lly  a w a re  o f the In te n tio n s  
o f the po lice  to  use th is  case to  
in t im id a te  the un ions and to h a lt 
the cam pa ign  o f u n ion  o rg a n iza ­
t io n  in  O m aha, the d r iv e rs  un ion  
is de te rm ined  to  f ig h t the  issue 
to an end.

SEAMEN PICKET 
GOV'T FINK HALL

(C ontinued  fro m  page 1)
m en in  th e  N .M .U . th e ir  in d ig n a ­
tio n  kn e w  no bounds. P reven ted  

„b y_ th e  d ic ta to r ia l m ethods used 
by the  S ta lin is t tops in  the  N .M .U . 
fro m  tu rn in g  the  u n io n  aga in s t 
the sh ipow ne rs  and the  g o ve rn ­
m ent, m ore th a n  75 E a s t Coast 
men to re  up th e ir  N .M .U . books 
to  express th e ir  rage aga in s t th e ir  
un ion  o ffic ia ls .

W hen the  W est Coast unions, 
p lus  the  A . F . o f L . Seamen’s 
U n ion , w e n t ahead w ith  the p ic k e t 
lin e  the m a jo r ity  o f the  N .M .U . 
men respected the p icke ts , m uch 
to  th e  co n s te rn a tio n  o f  the N .M .U . 
o ffice rs . A  leafle t, s igned by the 
N .M .U . D is t r ic t  C om m ittee , was 
c irc u la te d  on the w a te r fro n t,  u rg ­
in g  N .M .U . m en to  pass th ro u g h  
the p ic k e t line .

D e c la r in g  th a t  the  N a tio n a l 
L a b o r R e la tio n s  B oard , an a rm  
o f the  same g o ve rn m e n t th a t  set 
up the  f in k  h a ll, w o u ld  f ig h t the 
seam en’s b a ttle , the D is t r ic t  Com ­
m itte e  asked th a t  the  f in k  h a ll be 
"re fo rm e d ,”  n o t closed down.

G ov’t  S t i l l  D e te rm in e d
T he  M a r it im e  C om m iss ion , g e t­

t in g  a taste  o f rea l m il i ta n t  ac­
t io n , is p e rtu rb ed  b u t is n o t 
ch a n g in g  its  p lans o f e ve n tu a lly  
s h a c k lin g  the A m e rican  seamen. 
The  S.U.P. agent, d iscuss ing  m a t­
te rs w ith  a m em ber o f the  Com ­
m ission, w as to ld  th a t  the  g o ve rn ­
m en t in tends to In s t itu te  a system  
s im ila r  to  th a t used in  A u s tra lia , 
in  w h ic h  a ll h ir in g  is done by  the 
a u th o rit ie s .

T h is  system , n o to rio u s  as a 
u n io n -b u s tin g  tra p , is responsib le  
fo r  the  c ru s h in g  o f th e  once 
p o w e rfu l and m il i ta n t  A u s tra lia n  
un ion  m ovem ent. T h is  is w h a t the 
U.S. g o ve rn m e n t has in  s to re  fo r  
se a fa r in g  labor.

L e w is  In  th e  past in  th e  U .M .W .A ., 
w i l l  become the  m ost ha ted  and 
despised m an  in  the  au to  un ion .

I t  is n o t too la te  to  change th e  
course, b u t tim e  is pressing. A n  
a llia n ce  w ith  p rog ress ive  u n io n ­
ists, w ith  E m il M azey, P res iden t 
o f the  B r ig g s  Loca l, and  w ith  the 
o thers  w ho  have b ro ke n  w ith  the 
S ta lin is ts  in  the  “ Peace G roup ,”  
w i l l  m a rk  the  f ir s t  step and a 
good b eg inn ing .

D u ty  o f P rogressives
The d u ty  o f the progressives, 

ir re sp e c tive  o f M a r t in 's  course 
w h ic h  canno t be p red ic te d  a t th is  
tim e , is c lea r and un m is ta ka b le . 
The o rg a n iza tio n  and the  b ru n t 
o f the  f ig h t a g a in s t the S ta lin is ts , 
v ig ila n ce  fo r  d e m o c ra tic  p r in c i­
ples, Is f irs t  and fo rm o s t th e ir  
re sp o n s ib ility . T h e y  m u s t c a rry  
th is  re s p o n s ib ility  rega rd less o f 
th e  ac tions  o f M a r t in  o r any 
o th e r in d iv id u a l. A n d  th e y  m us t 
begin to  se riou s ly  cons ide r some 
p lan  fo r  coa lesc ing th e ir  fo rces 
and fo rm u la t in g  a p ro g ra m  th a t  
w i l l  sweep aside the  re a c tio n a ry  
obstacles and S ta lin is t d is ru p tio n  
th a t  s tands in  the  w a y  o f a  re ­
surgence o f the p o w e rfu l U n ite d  
A u to m o b ile  W o rk e rs  U n ion . On 
th a t  p a th  lies progress.

C. P. S la nd e r F a ils  
In  A llia n c e  Loca l

N E W  Y O R K . —  A n o th e r a t­
te m p t by  th e  S ta lin is t s lande r 
m ach ine  fa ile d  he re  la s t w eek 
w hen  m em bers o f W o rk e rs  A l ­
lia n ce  L o ca l 22 vo ted  dow n 
charges placed a g a in s t H a r ry  
Shepherd, m il i ta n t  m em ber o f 
th e  P rog ress ive  G roup, b y  a 
vo te  o f 28 to  24, desp ite  the  
h y s te r ic a l p leas o f  th e  S ta lin ­
is t  o ffic ia ls .

C harges a g a in s t Shepherd 
w e re : 1) c a llin g  George Re- 
non, loca l S ta lin is t A llia n c e  o f­
fice r, a “ r a t ” ; and, 2) s la n d e r­
in g  th e  leadersh ip . In  de fend­
in g  h im s e lf Shepherd re la ted  
a n  in c id e n t w he re  R enon had 
denounced h im  in  the  pres­
ence o f  po lice  in  an a tte m p t 
to  have  h im  a rrested . Shep­
he rd  a lso backed up h is  s ta te ­
m e n t th a t  th e  C o m m u n is t 
P a r ty  leade rsh ip  in  th e  W . A. 
ca p itu la te d  to  th e  re l ie f  ad­
m in is tra t io n  a t  a t im e  w hen 
m il i ta n t  a c tio n  p rom ised  to  
b r in g  resu lts .

EIGHT ARRESTS IN 
INDIANA S TRIKE
In d ia n a p o lis  P o lic e  

A tta ck  S trik in g  
Box W orkers

IN D IA N A P O L IS , In d . —  The 
s tr ik e  a t th e  M ohan B ox Co., m a­
n u fa c tu re rs  o f paper box cartons, 
is now  e n te r in g  its  fo u r th  week. 
T w e n ty -e ig h t o u t o f  35 w o rke rs , 
m e m b e r s  o f  the  C.I.O. local, 
s tru c k  a g a in s t a te n  per cent 
wage cu t. The  m anagem ent has 
c o n s is te n tly  refused  to  negotia te  
w ith  the  un ion .

E a r ly  in  the s tr ik e , a round 
J u ly  4 th , a po licem an th re w  a 
f ire c ra c k e r a t one o f the  g ir ls , 
b u rn in g  he r leg. E ig h t  w o rke rs  
have been a rres ted  fo r  p icke tin g , 
charged  w ith  acts o f v io lence, in ­
c it in g  to r io t,  assau lt and b a tte ry , 
etc. O f these tw o  have  been re ­
leased, ju d g m e n t w i t h h e l d  on 
one and p rosecu tion  co n tinued  on 
the o thers . The  po lice  have  con­
tin u o u s ly  e n c o u r a g e d  s tr ik e ­
b reake rs  to  e n te r the p la n t.

M ass p ic k e t lines, n u m b e rin g  
as h ig h  as 450 la s t week, a re  in ­
d ic a tin g  th a t  In d ia n a p o lis  w o rk ­
ers are  los ing  confidence in  L a ­
bo r B oa rd  agencies and fr ie n d s  
o f la b o r p o lit ic ia n s  to  w in  th e ir  
s tr ik e  and  are  re ly in g  on th e ir  
ow n  s tre n g th . L o c a l s  o f the 
U n ite d  R u b b e r W o rk e rs  -and th e  
Steel W o rk e rs  O rg a n iz in g  Com ­
m itte e  are g iv in g  fu l l  coopera­
t io n  to  the s tr ik e . T he y  a re  de­
te rm in e d  to  p re ve n t the  wage c u t 
a t the  M ohan Box C om pany in  
the re a liz a tio n  th a t  th e y  w i l l  be 
n e x t in  lin e  unless the wage c u t 
is defeated.

W A N T ADS
G IR L  W A N T E D  T O  S H A R E  

A P A R T M E N T — 2 la rge  separate 
room s and k itc h e n e tte , a t t ra c ­
t iv e ly  fu rn is h e d , m odern  house, 
p rivacy , p iano. $30 a m o n th  w i l l  
cover a ll y o u r expenses. Sanel, 
26 G io ve  St.

D U  L IE S T  D E U T S C H ? ??  D ann  
a b o n n i e r e  s o fo r t  U N S E R  
W O R T , das O rgan de r In te r ­
n a tio na le n  K o m m u n i s t e n  
D eutsch lands. 12 N u m m e rn , 60 
Cents. Zu beziehen vom  L a b o r 
B ook  Shop, 28 E a s t T w e lfth  
St., N .Y.C .

CAMPS
C A M P  S E V E N  O A K S , E a ton - 

tow n , N. J. (R ed B a n k  S ta tio n ). 
C a pac ity  25, s w im m in g  pool, 
tenn is  c o u rt and o th e r spo rts  
fa c ilit ie s , good food, c o m fo r t­
able housing. D a ily  $2.75, w eek­
ly  $16.00. F a re  80 cents. F u r ­
th e r in fo rm a tio n  phone B R y a n t 
9-7620 o r E a to n to w n  515.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
In s e rt io n s  in  th is  co lu m n  a re  

25 cents fo r  five  lines. Copy m u s t 
be In  a t  th e  A P P E A L  o ffice  be­
fo re  6 o’c lo ck  M on d a y  evening.

N E W  Y O R K

Y.P .S .L. M E M B E R S H IP  M E E T ­
IN G , F r id a y , J u ly  29, 8:30, a t 
159 R iv in g to n  S tree t. Shach t- 
m an and  D ra p e r w i l l  speak. 
A d m iss ion  by red ca rd  on ly .

A N O T H E R  C IT Y -W ID E  A F ­
F A IR !  W h a t cou ld  be b e tte r 
fo r  a su m m e r n ig h t !  A  cool 
beer garden , liv e ly  m usic, danc­
in g —and p le n ty  o f good beer. 
H o ld  open S a tu rda y  n ig h t, J u ly  
30, fo r  a n o th e r n ig h t  a t  the  T e r­
race Beer G arden, 1110 Second 
Avenue (ne a r 59 th). Ausp ices 
o f L oca l N e w  Y o rk , adm iss ion , 
25 cents.
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C. P. SPLITS PHILA. 
NAVY YARD UNION

(C ontinued  fro m  page 1)

the w o rk  o f the  N a v y  Y ards 
on the E a s t and W est Coasts. 
A  fu l l  t im e  D ire c to r  o f the N a vy  
Y a rd  Loca ls  was to  be appoin ted , 
also in  accordance w ith  the de­
c is ion  o f the  N a tio n a l C onven­
tion .

H a r ry  K c ln e r, S ecre ta ry  o f L o ­
ca l 17, was de te rm ined  to ge t the  
jo b —by hook o r  by  c rook . He 
secured the recom m enda tion  o f 
the J o in t  C o u n c il o f N a vy  Y a rd s  
fo r  the pos ition  o f D ire c to r . H o w ­
ever, the N a tio n a l o rg a n iza tio n  
was in  a ve ry  bad f in a n c ia l sta te , 
due to  the sh ip y a rd  s tr ik e  w h ich  
had re ce n tly  ended in  the P o r t  o f 
N ew  Y o rk , and was unable  to  
su p p o rt a D ire c to r . T h is  c o n d i­
t io n  d id  n o t s a tis fy  K e ln c r  and 
h is  g ro u p  in  Loca l 17.

"P re ssu re ”  C am pa ign  B eg ins

T hey began h a m m e rin g  a t the 
N a tio n a l o ffice rs. M ee tings o f the 
J o in t C ouncil, w h ic h  K e ln c r  a l­
m ost co m p le te ly  in fluenced (the  
C ounc il was a she ll, w ith  on ly  
tw o  o f the five N a v y  Y a rd s  L o ­
cals rep resen ted ), w ere spent d is ­
cussing  n o th in g  b u t m ethods o f 
c o m p e llin g  th e  G enera l E xe cu tive  
B oa rd  to g ive  K e ln e r the jo b  as 
D ire c to r .

F in a lly ,  in  despera tion , th e y  de­
cided to  go ove r the heads o f the 
N a tio n a l U n ion , and to  a tte m p t 
to  have the  C.I.O . its e lf  finance 
a D ire c to r . A n  a p p o in tm e n t was 
made w ith  B ro p h y  o f  the  C.I.O ., 
and a co m m itte e  fro m  tw o  N a vy  
Y a rd  Loca ls  w en t to  see h im . 
The re s u lt o f the e n tire  m ee ting  
w ith  B ro p h y , in  w h ic h  th e  N a ­
tio n a l o ffice rs  w ere g iven  " the  
w o rk s ”  by the K e ln e r  c row d , was 
o n ly  to  re fe r  the  e n tire  m a tte r  
back to  the N a tio n a l U n ion . In  
v ie w  o f these ac tio n s  o f the  J o in t 
C ounc il, the  G .E .B . voted to sus­
pend the  C ounc il in d e fin ite ly .

L o ca l U n io n  D w in d le s
These ac tions  to o k  place over

a p e riod  o f n e a rly  one year. A l l  
e ffo rts  w ere  b en t in  th e  d ire c tio n  
o f f ig h t in g  a g a in s t the  G .E .B . 
L oca l g rievances o f  the  w o rke rs  
were ignored , K e ln e r and Co. 
c la im in g  th a t  s a tis fa c tio n  cou ld  
o n ly  be secured th ro u g h  co n tac t 
in  W a s h in g to n ; o rg a n iz a tio n a l 
w o rk  was neglected, and a t­
tem pts  a t concre te  a c tio n  were 
sabotaged w ith  the  in te n t  o f 
p ro v in g  th a t  n o th in g  cou ld  be 
accom plished  w ith o u t a D ire c to r  
—and the L o c a l  m em bersh ip  
d w ind led . W hen  the  G .E .B . a r ­
ranged m ee tings w ith  N a v y  Y a rd  
o ffic ia ls , K e ln e r re jec ted  them . 
B u t the G .E .B . was b lam ed. F o r 
d id  th e y  n o t refuse to  a p p o in t 
K e ln e r as D ire c to r?

F in a lly ,  in  v ie w  o f a l l  the  ru m ­
pus ra ised by K e ln e r ’s g roup  
and o f c e rta in  e lem ents he in ­
fluenced in  the B ro o k ly n  Loca l, 
the G .E .B . decided th a t  the best 
w a y  to p rove  K e ln e r ’s b a n k ru p t­
cy  was to a llo w  h im  to  have the 
D ire c to r ’s jo b  fo r  a t r ia l  period  
o f tw o -a n d -o ne -h a lf m on ths. The  
resu lts  d u r in g  th is  t im e  w ere to 
de te rm in e  the pe rm anency o f the 
job . A f te r  a pe riod  o f “ d iscus­
s io n " a t L o ca l 17, K e ln e r  refused  
to  accept and dem anded a five - 
m on th  period . W hen  th a t  was 
n o t fo r th c o m in g  he th re w  in  h is  
c h a rte r.

K e ln e r and Co. w i l l  no w  a t­
te m p t to  s w in g  o th e r Loca ls  in to  
the  p a th  o f L o ca l 17. I t  can be 
s ta ted  w ith  c e rta in ty , how ever, 
th a t  n o t o n ly  w i l l  th is  d isastrous 
p o lic y  be unsuccessfu l in  an y  o f 
the  o th e r Locals, b u t th a t  L o ca l 
17 w i l l  aga in  be estab lished  in  
P h ila d e lp h ia  under a h e a lth ie r  
and a f irm e r  leadersh ip .

T E A M S T E R S  W A R  O N  F IN K S

In  a d e c la ra tio n  o f w a r  a g a in s t 
finks , the  M in ne a p o lis  Team sters 
J o in t  C ounc il ca lled  upon every 
M in ne a p o lis  d r iv e r  to  re fuse  to 
purchase gas a t  an y  gas s ta tio n  
no t s igned up w ith  F i l l in g  S ta­
tio n  A tte n d a n ts  U n ion , L o ca l 977.

ASK FOR THE APPEAL
AT YOUR NEWSSTAND

Appeal A rm y
W e are  g lad  to  re p o r t th a t  the 

response to  o u r em ergency appeal 
la s t w eek w as s u ff ic ie n t to  enable 
us to  avo id  s k ip p in g  an issue. As 
the  f ir s t  a n n iv e rs a ry  o f  the pub­
lis h in g  o f the  S o c ia lis t A ppea l 
approaches, we can p o in t to  a 
re g u la r  appearance o f A m e ric a ’s 
o n ly  re v o lu tio n a ry  so c ia lis t paper! 
We p a r t ic u la r ly  w a n t to  th a n k  
those’ 'c6mra3el~ ah3 s’y  m  paTKIzers 
w ho sent in  donations, and those 
b ranches w h ic h  leaped to  th e  
rescue by  th ro w in g  pa rties , m a k ­
in g  co llec tions, etc.

B u t the  em ergency c ris is  is n o t 
y e t ove r! S um m er is s t i l l  w ith  us 
and has a long  w ays to  go ye t. I f  
each b ranch  and l ite ra tu re  agent 
sees to i t  th a t  b ills  a re  p ro m p tly  
paid fo r  and s u b s ta n tia l am oun ts  
o f new  subs sen t in , I t  w i l l  n o t be 
necessary to  issue any em ergency 
appea l aga in . W e c e rta in ly  don ’t 
w a n t to ! I t  g ives the  w ho le  s ta ff 
the  j i t t e r s —espec ia lly  o u r sp lend id  
p r in te r !

B ranches shou ld  n ow  be a c t iv ­
e ly  engaged in  th e ir  C anvassing  
C am pa ign . G et a f te r  a l l  sym ­
pa th izers , fo rm e r  subscribe rs , etc. 
fo r  subs o r renew ed subs. T h is  is 
the  t im e  fo r  g e tt in g  those subs in  
and c red ite d  w ith  us fo r  th a t  f ir s t  
p rize  in  the  sub-cam pa ign. To 
da te  th e re  a re  fo u r  com rades 
bunched to g e th e r fo r  f ir s t  place 
w ith  G race C arlson  o f St. P a u l 
ahead w ith  a to ta l o f 6; fo llo w e d  
by T . R . D o s ta l o f St. P au l, 
C hester K . Johnson o f M in ne a p ­
o lis  and K a r l  S h ie r o f C h icago— 
each w ith  5. T he  cam pa ign  s t i l l  
has 2 m on ths  to  run .

W e are  s t i l l  re ce iv in g  subs 
w h ic h  do n o t co n ta in  the nam e o f 
the  su b -ge tte r on them . N am e o f 
the  b ra n ch  is n o t s u ffic ie n t. E ach  
sub m u s t have the  nam e o f th e

one w ho  ob ta ined  i t  i f  an y  c re d it
is to  be g iven .

*  ♦  *

H e re  is th e  l is t  o f  new  subs 
fo r  the  past tw o  w eeks:

N E W  Y O R K  C I T Y ............. 11
C H IC A G O  ...............................  11
M in ne a p o lis  ........................... j  8
F o re ig n  .................................... 8
D e tro i t  — , ---------------- ------ „  7.
P e n n sy lva n la  .........................  4
C a lifo rn ia  ................................ 3
N e w  Y o rk  S ta te  ...................  2
St. L o u is  ............................... ’. 2
M assachuse tts  .......................  2
A k ro n  ........................................ 2
M o n ta n a  .................................. 2
St. P a u l .................................... 2
C leve land ...............................  2
O regon ...................................... 2
N e w a rk  .................................... l

T O T A L  ...............................  69
*  •  *

R u th  Q uerio , o u r s u p e r -s ta r  
sa les lady o f A lle n to w n , Pa., has 
n o t o n ly  increased h e r bund le  to  
35, b u t is ta k in g  50 e x tra  papers 
th is  w eek to  se ll in  th e  s tree ts  o f 
h e r c ity . The  e n tire  b ra n ch  is 
be ing  m ob ilized  fo r  th is . Good 
s tu ff, R u th ! . . . Lou i3  B e cke r o f 
N .Y.C . is ta k in g  25 papers each 
w eek w h ile  v a c a tio n in g  a t h is  
cam p . . . F ro m  M elbou rne  in  
A u s tra lia  we received an  o rde r 
fo r  20 Appeals, w ith  p a ym e n t in  
advance !

•  •  *

Send a ll su b sc rip tio n s  and com ­
m u n ic a tio n s  to :

S O C IA L IS T  A P P E A L ,
116 U N IV E R S IT Y  P L A C E , 

N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y  
♦ • *

W e w ou ld  l ik e  to  have  some 
m ore  new sstands to  add to  to  o u r 
s te a d ily  g ro w in g  lis t.

THE SOCIALIST APPEAL CAN BE OBTAINED 
AT THE FOLLOWING NEWSSTANDS
N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y

M A N H A T T A N : F o u rte e n th  St. 
a t U n iv e rs ity  P lace, S. E .; a t 
B roadw ay, S. E .; a t  F o u r th  Ave., 
S. W ; a t  F o u r th  Ave., N . E .; a t 
F o u r th  Ave., S.E. (1 and  2 ); a t 
T h ird  Ave., S .W .; a t T h ird  Ave., 
N .W ; opp. Je ffe rson  T h e a tre ; a t 
Second Ave., N .W .; a t  S ix th  Ave., 
N .E .; R and B o o k  Store, 7 E . 15th 
S t.; 12th St. and  U n iv e rs ity  PI., 
N .E .; C andy Store, 75 G reenw ich  
Ave.

F o rty -second  St. a t  F i f th  Ave., 
S .W ; a t  S ix th  Ave., S .E .; a t S ix th  
Ave., S .W .; a t  Seventh  Ave., S .W .; 
opposite  S te rns; 103 W . 44th S t.; 
46th St. and B ’w ay, S.E.

Essex and D e laney S ts; B o o k ­
s to re  a t  G rand  and A tto rn e y  Sts; 
C andy Store, S. E . 9 th  St. and 
Second A ve ; B ie d e rm a n ’s B ook 
Store, 12th St. and Second A ve ; 
W ige rson , 145th St. and St. N ic h ­
olas A ve ; 110th St. and C o lum bus 
Ave.

B R O N X : Jerom e Ave. &  170th 
S t; Je rom e Ave. and 167th St. 
(opp. L oew ’s T h e a tre ) ;  S o rk in , 
206th St. and B a in b rid g e  A ve ; 
Jerom e and B u rn s id e  A ves; 160th 
St. and P ro sp e c t A ve ; A lle r to n  
Ave. S ta tio n ; F reem an  Ave. and 
S ou the rn  B o u le v a rd ; 174th St. &  
B oston  Road.

B R O O K L Y N : H avem eye r A ve­
nue and  S outh  4 th  S t.; P itk in  
Ave. and  S trauss S t.; S u tte r  and 
Van S lnderen  Aves.

R O C H E S T E R , N . Y .
433 N . C lin to n  St.
257 N. C lin to n  St.

C or. C um berland  &  C lin to n  Sta. 
Cor. E a s t Ave. &  C h e s tn u t St. 
S.E. cor. M a in  &  C lin to n  Sts. 
S.W . Cor. M a in  &  S outh  A ve  

N E W  H A V E N , Conn. 
N o d e lm a n ’s N ew sstand , 

C h u rch  St., bet. Chapel &  C e n te r 
C H IC A G O

Cor. 57th &  B la cks to n e  
Cor. 12th &  K edz ie  

P - O. News, 37 W . M onroe  
C esh insky B ookshop  
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Hull Note Masks New Imperialist Threat by Roosevelt
U.S. Starts Fight 
Against Mexican 
Oil Expropriation

A g ra ria n  C la im s Serve A s Pretext fo r 
E s tab lish in g  P recedent A g a in s t 

R igh t of E xp ro p ria tio n

In a long and provocative communication to the Mexican am- 
basador, promptly seconded by a public statement from Senator Key 
Pittman, chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Sec­
retary of State Cordell H u ll last week expounded the real meaning 
of the Roosevelt "good neighbor policy”  and the general Roosevelt 
conception of "international law and equity.”

Secretary Hull's note dealt nominally with the Mexican expro­
priations, from August 30, 1927, of moderate-sized agrarian proper­
ties owned by American nationals. Figured even at the sum claimed 
by the former owners, the total value of these properties comes only 
to $10,132,388. It was obvious to all observers that the real, though 
unexpressed, subject of the note was the recent expropriation of the 
oil companies.

D em and  A rb it ra t io n Bankers’ Hatchet Man
W ith  the  cu s to m a ry  h yp o c risy  

w h ic h  is the n o to rio u s  and ever­
p resen t c h a ra c te r is t ic  o f A m e r­
ican  d ip lom acy , H u ll m odestly  
asks o n ly  th a t the  a g ra r ia n  
c la im s  shou ld  be su b m itte d  to  a r ­
b it ra t io n  in  accordance w ith  “ the ! 
u n iv e rs a lly  accepted p r in c ip le  o f 
in te rn a t io n a l law , based as i t  is 
on reason, e q u ity  and ju s tice ."  
R e a s o n a b l e  enough, I t  w ou ld  
seem on the  surface .

B u t a s tudy  o f H u l l ’s note 
shows th a t acceptance by the 
M exican  G ove rn m e n t o f a rb it ra ­
t io n  o f the a g ra r ia n  c la im s Is 
m ade to  im p ly  acceptance by it  
o f the  genera l p rin c ip le  th a t no 
e x p ro p r ia tio n  can be und erta ke n  
w ith o u t “ fu l l  and adequate com ­
p e n sa tio n "; and th a t, fu r th e r ­
m ore, the a m o u n t o f com pensa­
tio n  is to  be de te rm ined  n o t by 
the  g o ve rn m e n t and people w ho 
decide th a t e x p ro p r ia tio n  is nec­
essary fo r  th e ir  ow n w e ll-be ing  
(th e  o n ly  p roper and r ig h t fu l  
jud g e s ), b u t by an in te rn a t io n a l 
com m iss ion , th a t  is, by  a body 
d om ina ted  by "e x p e rts ”  c o m m it­
ted to  the  v iew s o f Im p e ria lism  
on the  question  o f e xp ro p ria tio ns .

The  a p p lic a tio n  o f th is  d o c tr in e  
to  th e  o il  e x p ro p r ia tio n s  is e v i­
den t. H u l l ’s no te  w i l l  a lso serve 
to  c le a r up  an y  illu s io n s  th a t  
m ay  have existed a b o u t a d if fe r ­
ence in  the  B r it is h  and U. S. a t ­
titu d e s  on the  o il p rob lem . E n g ­
land  and th e  U n ite d  S tates have 
m ere ly  d iv id e d  a com m on labor. 
T he  fr ie n d ly  tone  o f the  f ir s t  U. 
S. co m m u n ica tio n s  con tras ted  
w ith  the  h a rsh  w o rd in g  o f the 
B r it is h  docum ents o n ly  in  the 
m an n e r th a t  a s m ilin g  m u rd e re r 
co n tra s ts  w ith  a sco w lin g  one.

A m e ric a n  Seizures U n m en tioned
I t  goes w ith o u t sa y in g  th a t 

H u l l ’s no te  m akes no re fe rence  
to  the  “ uncom pensated”  seizure 
o f tens o f m illio n s  o f M ex ican  
acres by the U. S. th ro u g h  the 
M ex ican  W a r; no r to  the  g ra ft ,  
c o rru p tio n , sh a rp  dea lings and 
b rib e r ie s  th ro u g h  w h ic h  U. S. c i t ­
izens g o t t i t le  to  the  lands in  
question  as w e ll as to  the o il 
w e lls  and m ines; n o r to  the h u n ­
d reds o f m illio n s  o f d o lla rs  w h ich  
U. S. c a p ita l d ra in e d  o u t o f M ex­
ico, pa id  fo r  by th e  blood and 
sw ea t o f the  M exican  p e o p le -  
sums fa r  and aw ay above any 
conce ivab le  "co m p e n sa tion ’ 'th a t  
m ig h t be c la im ed on any basis.

A l l  s u c h  p rac tice s  a rc, o f 
course, p a rt o f the  u n iv e rs a lly  ac­
cepted p rin c ip le s  o f in te rn a t io n a l 
la w , based on reason, e q u ity  and 
ju s tice , fo r  w h ic h  H u l l  stands. I t  
is  o n ly  w hen an oppressed and 
e xp lo ite d  people tu rn s  upon its  
oppressors, and reasserts, how ­
eve r p a r t ia lly ,  its  ow n  hum an  
r ig h ts , th a t  in te rn a t io n a l la w  
gets excited, and reason, e q u ity  
and ju s tic e  find  them selves o f­
fended.

A im  fo r  P u b lic  S ym p a thy

H u ll  c le ve rly  uses the a g ra r ia n  
ra th e r  th a n  the o il e x p ro p ria tio n s  
to  m ake h is  p o in t o f genera l 
p r in c ip le . H e  m ay  hope fo r  m ore 
p u b lic  s y m p a th y  in  connection  
w ith  th e  a g ra r ia n  p ro p rie to rs , 
some o f w hom  w ere in d iv id u a lly  
decent and h a rd -w o rk in g , th a n  he 
cou ld  to w a rd  the  o il com panies, 
w hose i n f a m o u s  co n d uc t is 
k n o w n  to  the  w o rld . B u t th is  ex­
am ple , as the  no te  its e lf  m akes 
c lea r, is s im p ly  w indow -dress ing .

I t  shou ld  be no ticed  th a t  H u ll 
is  app ea ling  to  e xa c tly  the  same 
p r in c ip le s  th a t  fo rm  the  basis 
fo r  U . S. d ip lo m a cy  as a w hole , 
fo r  its  a tt itu d e  on S pain  and the 
F a r  E ast, and fo r  th e  d o c tr in e  o f 
“ q u a ra n tin in g  t h e  aggressor.”  
E a c h  phase is c a re fu lly  su b o rd i­
na ted  to  one c e n tra l p ro g ra m : 
p ro te c t and advance the  p ro p e rty  
in te re s ts  o f U . S. c a p ita l on a 
w o r ld  scale, a g a in s t any and a ll 
r iv a ls . A n d  w here  d i p l o m a c y  
proves inadequa te  to  its  p ro g ra m , 
th e  new  N a vy  m a tu res  to  w r ite  
the  fin a l pa rag raph .

Leading French Scientists 
Protest Law On Asylum
C om m ittee D enounces Decree as 'In h u m a n  

and  Ille g a T ; T rade U n io n  O ffic ia ls  
Join in  Protest

A distinguished group of leading French trade unionists, scien­
tists, scholars and intellectuals have vigorously protested against the 
infamous decree laws promulgated by the Daladier government on 
May 23rd of this year. These laws impose severe penalties upon 
French citizens aiding exiles and further abridge the already restricted 
rights of asylum under the "Popular Front”  regime.

Among the signers are the Noble Prize winners, the famous 
physicists, Marie Joliot-Curie and her husband, Frederick Joliot. 
They have not only demanded that the right of asylum be protected, 
but they proclaim that they w ill defy the law and refuse to abide 
by it. Their militant stand has been backed up by many militants in 
the trade unions.

V ic iou s  Decree La w  
The com p le te  s ta tem en t fo l­

low s:
“ On M ay  2, 1938, the go ve rn ­

m en t issued a decree la w  con­
ta in in g  the f o l l o w i n g  pa ra ­
g ra p h  :

A r t ic le  3— The fo re ig n e r who, 
w ith o u t v a lid  e x c u s e ,  o m its  
w ith in  the  le g a lly  fixed  tim e  
l im it  to  ask fo r  a ca rd  o f iden-

C O R D E L L  H U L L

ASK FOR THE APPEAL
AT YOUR NEWSSTAND

JAPAN RETREATS 
IN BORDER CLASH

(C on tinued  fro m  page 1) 
S ovie t c u tte r  passing the is land  
was fired  on and an exchange o f 
bu lle ts  fo llow ed . The  Japanese 
came o u t a t  th e  sh o rte r  end o f 
th is  encoun te r w ith  tw o  o f th e ir  
so ld ie rs  wounded and  one m a­
ch ine-gun , five r if le s  and a  q uan ­
t i t y  o f a m m u n it io n  seized by the 
Soviets.

T o k lo  F orced  To R e tre a t
T h is  tes t a p p a re n tly  se ttled  the 

question. The  T o k io  g o ve rn m e n t 
re tre a te d  f ro m  its  a r r o g a n t  
th re a ts  w ith  a “ loss o f face ," the 
f ir s t  o f its  k in d  in  recen t years. 
N ip p o n  th u s  p roved  th a t  i t  was 
obv io u s ly  in  no p o s itio n  to ta ck le  
th e  Red A rm y .

The e xp la n a tio n  fo r  th is  h u m ­
i l ia t in g  re tre a t is n o t h a rd  to  find . 
Japan has lo s t m ore  th a n  so ld ie rs  
and eq u ip m e n t in  the  Chinese 
bogs. She has lo s t the  freedom  o f 
a c tio n  necessary to  the  m a in te n ­
ance o f he r c la im  as a f ig h t in g  
pow er. B u t m ore  th a n  th a t, the 
Chinese in va s io n  has been d isas­
tro u s  f ro m  the p o in t o f v ie w  o f 
h e r a lrea d y  to t te r in g  econom y.

Japan  Faces C ris is
“ W h ile  the p ro g ra m  o f he r 

M in is te r  o f  F inance ,”  s a y s  a 
T im es co m m e n ta to r, "p ro v id e d  
fo r  the m a in tenance  o f the  go ld  
reserve he ld  by the  B a n k  o f 
Japan, i t  has now  become neces­
sa ry  to  sh ip  th re e - f if th  o f th a t  
reserve, in  o rd e r to  purchase ra w  
m a te r ia ls  v i ta l  to  m il i ta ry  re ­
q u ire m e n ts .”  In  o th e r w ords, the  
co n tinued  s in k in g  o f resources 
in to  the  Chinese adventu res  o f 
he r m il i ta r is ts  is fa s t b r in g in g  on 
the  to ta l co llapse o f Japanese 
cu rre n cy , and w ith  it ,  o f he r 
w ho le  econom ic s tru c tu re .

The  in c id e n t o f the h i l l  near 
L a ke  K h a sa n  thus th ro w s  a  p ie r­
c in g  l ig h t  on th e  s ta te  o f Japan 's  
resources. H e r  pos itio n  appears 
to  be even w e a ke r th a n  suspected.

Sovie ts I n  F o r tu n a te  P os itio n
In s o fa r  as the Soviets a re  con­

cerned, the  stand  o f the  F a r  E a s t­
e rn  a rm y  m u s t be ta k e n  n o t so 
m uch as a s ign  o f  in h e re n t 
s tre n g th  as o f an  advantageous 
pos itio n  b ro u g h t a b o u t b y  the 
h a rass ing  o f th e ir  foes on o th e r 
fro n ts . W ith  H it le r  p reoccup ied in  
the W e s t due to  th e  s tre n g th e n in g  
o f the A n g lo -F re n ch  en ten te  and 
o f the p o s itio n  taken  by  these tw o  
pow ers rece n tly  on the  question  
o f the  Sudeten G erm an p rob lem  
in  C zechoslovakia ; and  w ith  th e  
Japanese up to  th e ir  necks in  
Chinese bogs, the  S ov ie t fo rces 
have been able to  m ove w ith  
g re a te r freedom  and th e  F o re ig n  
O ffice  to  a c t w ith  g re a te r d ig n ity .

A c c o rd in g  to  la te  dispatches, 
D om ei, the  o ff ic ia l Japanese news 
agency, announces th a t  T o k io  
m ay now  propose the  e s tab lish ­
m e n t o f an " in te rn a t io n a l com ­
m itte e  am ong  Japan, M a n ch u ku o  
and S ovie t R u ss ia ”  to  se ttle  n o t 
o n ly  the  la te s t in c id e n ts  b u t a ll 
b o rd e r d ispu tes o f the  past and 
p resent. In  o th e r w ords, N ippon  
is ready to  ea t c row .

t ity ,  w i l l  be liab le , w ith o u t 
p re ju d ice  to  fisca l fines, to  a 
fine o f fro m  100 to 1,000 fran cs  
and im p ris o n m e n t o f fro m  one 
m o n th  to  one year.

’A r t ic le  4—A n y  person w ho 
d ire c t ly  o r in d ire c t ly  fa c ilita te s  
o r tr ie s  to  fa c il ita te  the  e n try , 
the m ovem ents o r the ir re g u la r  
so jo u rn  o f a fo re ig n e r w i l l  be 
pun ished  by the pena lties  p ro ­
vided in  the p reced ing  a rt ic le . '

D ec la re  Decree I lle g a l 
“ T h is  decree la w  Is p u re ly  

and s im p ly  ille g a l because I t  
bears no re la tio n  to  the  p u r­

poses o f the decree law s agreed 
to  by P a rlia m e n t.

“ B y  v ir tu e  o f ‘a  la w  fo r  f i­
n a n c ia l re a d ju s tm e n t’ o f A p r i l  
13, 1938, the  gove rn m e n t was 
au tho rize d  to ta ke  ‘such meas­
ures as i t  deems ind ispensable  
to  m eet expenses req u ire d  fo r  
the  n a tio n a l defense and to  re ­
a d ju s t the  finances and  econo­
m y o f the n a tio n .’

"T h e  decree la w  on fo re ig n ­
ers has no connection  w ith  ex­
p e nd itu res  fo r  the  n a tio n a l de­
fense, n o r w ith  'the  finances o r 
econom y o f the  n a tio n .’ O th e r­
w ise  any fa s c is t m easure cou ld  
be adopted under th e  same p re ­
te x t. T he  g o ve rn m e n t cou ld  
ju s t  as w e ll suppress, fo r  ex­
am ple , freedom  o f the press.

D e n o u nc ing  as ‘In h u m a n ’ 
“ The  decree p u n is h in g  a ll a id  

extended to  fo re ig n e rs  in  an i r ­
re g u la r s itu a tio n  is n o t o n ly  i l ­

legal, i t  is a lso im m o ra l and 
inhu m a n .

“ Since m ora ls  have existed, 
h u m a n ity  has g lo rifie d  a id  to 
the p roscribed . T h is  a id  is to ­
day in  ce rta in  cases p roc la im ed

to be c r im in a l and pun ishab le .
"F ra n ce  d id  its e lf  th e  honor 

under a ll p rev ious reg im es to 
o ffe r unreserved  h o s p ita lity  to  
p o lit ic a l em igres. T oday  i t  Is 
the  g o ve rn m e n t described as 
d e m o cra tic  w h ic h  condem ns the 
a id  g iven  in  c e rta in  c irc u m ­
stances to  these refugees.

Q uote V ic to r  H ugo 
“ In  M ay, 1871, B e lg iu m  fo rbade 

e n try  to  the 'C om m unards ':
“V ic to r  H ugo, w ho  had n o t 

approved o f the  C om m une, and 
w ho  lived  a t  the tim e  in  B ru s ­
sels, re fused  to  bow  before  such 
a decree. In  a le tte r  to  the “ I n ­
dépendance B e lge" on M ay 26, 
1871, he w ro te :

”  'A sy lu m  is an old r ig h t ,  the 
h o ly  r ig h t  o f the  u n fo r tu n a te  
. . . the  asy lum  w h ich  the  B e l­
g ia n  g o ve rn m e n t refuses to  the 
vanquished , I  o ffe r . . .  I  o ffe r 
asy lum  in  B russe ls.' ’’

" F a ith fu l to  th is  exam ple, the 
unders igned  decla re  th a t th e y  
w i l l  p e rsona lly  ta ke  no cogn i­
zance w h a te ve r o f an Ille g a l in ­
hum an  decree law , w h ic h  is 
c o n tra ry  to  the  nob lest t ra d i­
tio n s  o f ou r c o u n try ."

N oted F ig u re s  S ign 
A m o n g  the  o th e r s igne rs  o f 

the  s ta te m e n t a re :
B ouva lle , S ecre ta ry  o f the B a k ­

ers o f the Seine; D igap , Secre­
ta ry  o f the A gen ts  o f the Posts, 
Telephones and T e leg raphs ; Fo- 
ro ibe va l, S ecre ta ry  o f the L o ck - 
m akers  o f the  Seine; R oger H ag- 
nauer, S ec re ta ry  o f E d u c a tio n  o f 
the Seine; G e ra rd  R osen tha l, la ­
bo r a tto rn e y ; M arce l R oy, Sec­
re ta ry  o f the M e ta l F ed e ra tion  
and num erous o thers.

T h is  s ta tem en t, re p r in te d  fro m  
L a  R e v o lu tio n  F ro le ta r ie n n e  o f 
June  10th, e lo q u en tly  p o in ts  o u t 
the  te rr ib le  p lig h t  o f  th e  a n t i­
fa s c is t ex iles in  E u rope . H ere  are 
the  w olves ' tee th  th a t  snap a t 
th e  p o lit ic a l refugees and th e ir  
fr ie n d s  in  F ra n ce  and e lsewhere 
w h ile  the rep resen ta tives  o f the 
P o p u la r F ro n t  reg im e  d isp lay  
s m ilin g  faces a t  E v ian .

Nationalist Feeling Flares 
A s Attempt Is Made On 
Puerto Rican Governor

BRANCHES ACTIVE 
IN FUND DRIVE 

FOR REFUGEES
M oney R olls to C om ­
m ittee from  A ll Sec­
tions of the C o un try
The in i t ia l  response to  the  ap ­

peal o f the A m e rica n  F und  fo r  
P o lit ic a l P riso n e rs  and Refugees 
fo r  funds  to  a id  the  m il i ta n t  la ­
bo r refugees fro m  Fasc ism  has 
been e x tre m e ly  encourag ing , re ­
p o rts  George N ovack , secre ta ry  
o f th e  A m e rica n  F und . F o u r h u n ­
dred  d o lla rs  have a lrea d y  been 
co llected in  the f ir s t  fe w  weeks 
o f its  cam pa ign .

F irs t  honors  be long to  the lo ­
ca l C leveland C om m ittee , w h ich  
q u ic k ly  l if te d  its  in i t ia l  pledge o f 
$15 to  $50, and is now  head ing  to ­
w ards a quo ta  o f $85. C leve land

Labor M ilitancy Rises Anew in France; 
Progressives Gain Strength in Unions
Reject People's F rontism  a t Left S oc ia lis t 

C onven tion ; N ew  A w a k e n in g  Seen 
In  P o litic a l T rends

A id  G iven
F ive  Refugees

T he  se c re ta ry  re p o rts  th a t  
m oney a lrea d y  on  h and  has 
enabled th e  C om m ittee  to  g ive  
im m e d ia te  re l ie f to  five  u rg ­
e n t cases: T w o  G erm an  re fu ­
gees and  un  I ta l ia n  ex ile  in  
F ra n ce , one p o lit ic a l p rison e r 
In  S pain  an d  a G erm an re fu ­
gee now  seek ing  asy lum .

found  house-to-house canvassing  
a m ost e ffec tive  m ethod  o f ra is ­
in g  m oney. T w o  m em bers co l­
lected $10 on tw o  b locks d u r in g  
the f ir s t  ta g  day.

T a g  D ays E ffe c tive
A  ta g  day in  M in ne a p o lis  ra ised 

$51 fo r  the F und , w h ile  P h ila d e l­
p h ia  ra n  i t  a close second w ith  a 
c o n tr ib u tio n  o f $50. T he  D e tro it  
loca l is o ff to  a fine s ta r t  w ith  
$24.35, and p lans are be ing  made 
to  extend  its  c o n tr ib u t io n  and 
a c tiv it ie s  b e g in n ing  w ith  a  g a r­
den p a rty .

The  N ew  Y o rk  loca l th u s  fa r  
ra ised $44.74 and is p la n n in g  a 
ta g  day w h ic h  i t  expects w i l l  p u t 
i t  a t the  to p  o f the  lis t.

S ou th e rn  U n io n is ts  G ive
C o llec tion  lis ts  a re  b r in g in g  in  

a s teady s trea m  o f c o n tr ib u tio n s  
to  sw e ll the  to ta l. One d o lla r  b il l 
has been rece ived f ro m  " tw e n ty  
in d u s tr ia l u n io n is ts  o f the  S outh ,”  
w ith  th e  in s c r ip tio n : "W is h  we 
cfould c o n tr ib u te  m ore th a n  one 
n ic k e l ap iece! B es t w ishes to  ou r 
fr ien d s , the w o rk in g  heroes and 
fig h te rs—o u r m il i ta n t  b ro th e rs  
and s is te rs  in  E u ro p e .”

The  n e w s , o f the  A m e ric a n  
F u n d ’s fo rm a tio n  has b ro u g h t 
num erous requests fo r  a id  fro m  
in d iv id u a ls  and  o rg a n iza tio n s . The 
secre ta ry  requests th a t  co llec­
tio n s  be speeded up and a ll  m o ­
ney now  a va ila b le  be p ro m p tly  
fo rw a rd e d  to  the  co m m itte e  so 
th a t  i t  can  co n tin ue  its  w o rk  
w ith o u t d if f ic u lt ie s  and  delay.

B y  T E R E N C E  P H E L A N

PARIS, July 19.— W hile bourgeois Paris gawps at the dummy 
sovereigns of England amid expensive decorations whose principal 
motif is the fasces, and whose featured entertainment is the display 
at Versailles of French imperialism's armed might, proletarian Paris 
wonders rather what were the exact contents of the "letters" ex­
changed between the French and British premiers on the eve of the 
visit, unconfirmedly rumored to be the final sealing of the Franco- 
British alliance.

For the French working class is justifiably jumpy. In recent 
weeks it has seen Daladier-la-Guerre’s Radical-Socialist government 
release the last of the fascist "cagoulards,”  while at the same time 
imposing crushing ja il sentences on the aroused workers and stu­
dents of Tunisia, France’s martial-law colony in North A f r ic a -  
200 years of prison sentences in one month. (So severe is the re­
pression that even the reformist-socialist newspapers have been sup­
pressed— and Blum & Co., heretofore deaf to the appeals of the 
miserably exploited worker natives, suddenly howl to high heaven 
themselves.

F ra n co  W elcom es D o r io t H*------
The  F re n ch  w o rk e r  has ju s t

(C o n tin u e d  f ro m  page 1)

Seven N a tio n a lis ts , i n c l u d i n g  
th e ir  leader, A lb lz u  Campos, were 
a rres ted  a f te r  the  m u rd e r o f 
R iggs, b u t  as no connection  w ith  
the m u rd e r cou ld  be established, 
th e y  w ere charged  w ith  sed ition  
o r treason . T h e y  w ere conv ic ted  
and are  n ow  se rv in g  lo n g  te rm s 
in  the  F ed e ra l P r is o n  a t  A t la n ta .

T he  fo llo w in g  year, on M arch  
21, 1937, the N a tio n a lis ts  had a 
p e rm it to  pa rade  a t  Ponce. Ju s t 
a3 th e  parade w as a bou t to  s ta rt, 
the  p e rm it was w ith d ra w n  by 
the  C h ie f o f P o lice  a f te r  a con­
fe rence  w ith  G o ve rn o r W in sh ip . 
T he  N a tio n a lis ts  a tte m p te d  to  pa­
rade  desp ite  th e  o rders, and th e  
po lice  opened fire  on the  u n ­
a rm ed d e m onstra to rs .

T w e n ty  p e r s o n s ,  in c lu d in g  
passers-by, w ere k ille d  o r  d ied  o f 
w ounds, and  between 100 and 150 
i n j u r e d  by  bu lle ts  o r clubs. 
E leven  N a tio n a lis ts  w ere  tr ie d  
fo r  the dea th  o f a po licem an  in  
the  m assacre—he was p rob a b ly  
k ille d  by a po lice  b u lle t. T he  f ir s t  
t r ia l ,  a f te r  d ra g g in g  o u t th ree  
m o n t h s ,  ended in  .suspension 
o w in g  to the illness  o f a ju ro r ,  
and the  second t r ia l  resu lted  in  
a c q u itta l. The  po lice  received 
n e ith e r p u n ish m e n t n o r o ff ic ia l 
censure.

T e r ro r is ts  Seek Revenge
The Ponce m assacre and the 

sys tem a tic  repression  th a t  fo l­
low ed i t  have engendered g re a t 
b itte rness. T h a t the N a tio n a lis ts  
shou ld  seek revenge— a th e o ry  
th a t  has been advanced w ith  re ­
g a rd  to  the  a tte m p t on the G ov­
e rn o r — is unders tandab le . C er­
ta in ly , a ce leb ra tion  o f the  a n n i­
v e rsa ry  o f A m e rica n  ru le  in  
Ponce w as a p ro vo ca tive  m ove in  
itse lf.

A f te r  the sh o o ting  was over 
and th e  N a tio n a lis ts  d u ly  a rre s t­
ed, G o ve rn o r W in s h ip  proceeded 
to  read  h is  p re v io u s ly  prepared  
address. I t  con ta ined  w h a t the 
N ew  Y o rk  T im es ca lled  “ a de fln -

n ite  w a rn in g ,"  and w h ich , in  
v ie w  o f h is  p r e v i o u s  po lic ies, 
cou ld  be m ore  p la in ly  te rm ed  a 
" th re a t.”

“ I t  is necessary,”  he said, 
“ th a t  th e  people o f P u e rto  R i­
co do n o th in g  to  cast d o u b t on 
th e  unques tionab le  fa c t th a t  
th e  Is la n d  as a w ho le  is decid ­
ed ly  lo ya l to  th e  U n ite d  States 
G ove rn m e n t and  th e  A m e rica n  
flag , th a t  I t  app rec ia tes  th e  help 
i t  has a lrea d y  rece ived, th a t  i t  
Is t r u ly  dese rv ing  o f even m ore  
generous he lp  in  th e  fu tu re  . . . 
I n  m y o p in io n  co n tin ue d  f in a n ­
c ia l assistance w i l l  be needed 
fo r  m an y  years be fore  th e  Is ­
land  can be p u t on a  se lf-sus­
ta in e d  basis. T h a t h e lp  m u s t 
come fro m  th e  F ed e ra l G o ve rn ­
m en t, and  th e  a m o tm t rece ived 
w i l l  depend to  a g re a t e x te n t 
on h ow  th e  P u e rto  R ica n  peo­
p le  a re  th o u g h t to  fee l about 
th e  re la tio n s h ip  to  th e  U n ite d  
S tates.”

The d e m o n s tra tio n  ju s t  a ffo rd ­
ed in  the  assassina tion  a tte m p t 
o f “ h ow  the  P u e rto  R ica n  people 
. . . fee l a bou t the  re la tio n s h ip  
to  the  U n ite d  S ta tes”  c o u l d  
sca rce ly  have been encourag ing . 
I t  is c e rta in  th a t  i f  W in s h ip  has 
h is  w ay, re p r isa ls  w i l l  fo llo w  and 
the  expression o f the P u e rto  R i­
cans’ fee lings  to w a rd  U. S. im ­
p e ria lis m  w il l  be m ore  s te rn ly  
th ro tt le d  th a n  ever.

M E X IC A N  M IN E R S  S T R IK E

A b o u t 4,500 M exican  coal m in ­
ers are  no w  s t r ik in g  a g a in s t the 
Sabinas and the  M exican  M in in g  
C orpo ra tions . B o th  com panies, f i­
nanced by  c a p i t a l  fro m  the  
U n ite d  States, have refused  con­
s ta n t dem ands o f the  m in e rs  fo r  
pay increases.

ASK FOR THE APPEAL
AT YOUR NEWSSTAND

NEED FUNDS FOR 
FRED BEAL FIGHT

R edoubled e ffo rts  have been 
made to  o b ta in  the lib e ra tio n  o f 
F re d  E. Beal, fram e d -u p  leader o f 
the m il i ta n t  G as ton ia  t e x t i l e  
s tr ik e , w ho  is now  se rv in g  a  17 
to  20 yea r ja i l  sentence in  N o r th  
C a ro lin a .

Bea l w as sentenced in  1929 to 
serve a l iv in g  dea th  beh ind  bars 
because he dared  to  o rgan ize  a 
g ro u p  o f the  m ost exp lo ited  negro 
and w h ite  w o rk e rs  in  th e  h e a rt o f 
the  S outh . H o w as inca rce ra te d  
severa l m on ths  ago a f te r  evad ing  
c a p ita lis t  “ ju s t ic e ”  fo r  n ine  years. 

C om m ittee  A sks  F o r  F unds
A n  em ergency appeal has ju s t 

been issued by  M a rg a re t De S il­
ver, tre a su re r o f the  N o n -P a rt i­
san C o m m itte e  fo r  the  Defense o f 
F red  Beal. She re p o rts  th a t  the 
a tto rn e ys  fo r  the  class w a r p r is ­
oner are  enthused a b o u t the pos­
s ib ilit ie s  o f o b ta in in g  a pa rdon .

H e r message read :
“ I t  ca n n o t happen a u to m a tic ­

a lly . T he re  a re  im p o r ta n t  steps 
to  be ta ke n , and  th e y  c o s t  
m oney. B e a l Is beh ind  ba rs  be­
cause he o rgan ized  A m e rica n  
w o rke rs . W e m u s t and  can ob­
ta in  h is  release. T he  need fo r  
fu n d s  Is o f an  em ergency n a ­
tu re .”

The  C o m m u n is t P a r ty , o f w h ich  
B ea l w as a m em ber a t  the  tim e  
o f the  G a s to n ia  s tr ik e , has re­
fused h im  a id . B ea l fled to  the 
S ovie t U n io n  in  1929, ra th e r  th a n  
hand h is  life  o ve r to  th e  S outhern  
c a p ita lis t  class. In  1933, he le f t  
the S ov ie t U n io n , d isgusted  w ith  
the S ta lin is t  b u re a u c racy  and re ­
tu rn e d  to  the  U n ite d  S tates w here  
he v o lu n ta r ily  su rre n d e re d  to 
N o r th  C a ro lin a  a u th o r it ie s  sev 
o ra l m on ths  ago.

A lth o u g h  the  S ta lin is ts  refuse 
to  a id  th is  in n o c e n t v ic t im  o f the 
c a p ita lis t  class, the  re a l labo r 
m ovem ent ca n n o t fo rg e t B e a l’s 
service  to  its  cause. W e u rge  a ll 
readers to  speed th e  lib e ra tio n  o f 
F re d  B ea l by  send in g  c o n tr ib ­
u tio n , im m e d ia te ly  to  th e  N on- 
P a rtis a n  C o m m itte e  fo r  the  De­
fense o f  F re d  Beal, R m . 610, 19 
W est 44 St., N e w  Y o rk  C ity .

read o f F ra n c o ’s tr iu m p h a l re ­
cep tion  o f the renegade com m u­
n is t D o r io t, m ost dangerous o f 
F rench  fa sc is t leaders, w h ile  the 
S ta lin is ts  push ahead fo r  u n ity  
w ith  anyone, in c lu d in g  fascists, 
w ho w i l l  he lp them  b u ild  up 
F ra n ce ’s im p e r ia lis t  w a r-m ach ine .

Bosses s im p ly  scorn  the  deci­
sions o f g o ve rn m e n ta l a rb itra to rs  
when n o t o v e rw h e lm in g ly  in 
th e ir  fa v o r; they sn ipe o ff any 
m il i ta n t  w ho  p ro tes ts ; and they 
proceed, w ith  the he lp  o f the  "ex­
p la n a tio n s " o f S ta lin is t in te rm e ­
d ia ries , to  the m ost bare-faced 
sabotage o f the h a rd -w o n  40- 
h o u r week. A nd the  cost o f liv in g  
in e x o ra b ly  rises.

S tr ike s  In c re a s in g
B u t the  w o rk e rs  beg in  to  g ro w  

n o t o n ly  ju m p y  b u t a n g ry . A nd  
im p a tie n t. S tr ike s  (c h a ra c te ris ­
t ic a lly  s it-dow ns th a t the un ion  
leaders are  ha rd  p u t to  tu rn  in to  
evacuations) aga in  increase: the 
w h o l e  b u ild in g -tra d e s  in  the 
Isc rc ; 700 m e ta l-w o rke rs  a t M a r­
se illes ; o th e r s tr ik e s  in  G u in - 
gam p, Venisseux, P ro u v y —s ig n i­
f ic a n t ly  in c lu d in g  w a r in d u s trie s , 
w h ic h  in fu r ia te s  the w a r-m o n ge r- 
in g  S ta lin is t H u m a n ité . E q u a lly  
in fu r ia te d  is the b ig -bourgeo is  
Tem ps, a t  the  M arse ille s  dock 
w o rke rs , w h o  have  fo u n d  th e ir  
ow n w a y  to  en force  the 40-hour 
w qck, i. e. to  w o rk  40 h ou rs  and 
then  go home, le a v in g  L e  Tem ps 
to te a r its  h a ir  a ll i t  w a n ts  to.

I t  is s t i l l  a long  w a y  fro m  
June, 1936, y e t w o rk e rs ’ m ilita n c y  
seems to  have passed the low  
ebb. In  June  the  con ference  o f 
tra d e  u n io n  m in o r it ie s  issued a 
p o w e rfu l appea l th ro u g h o u t the 
n a tio n a l trad e  u n io n  fe d e ra tio n , 
the C .G.T. I ts  p ro g ra m , condem n­
in g  the fa ta l c lass-co llabo ra tion  
po lic ies  o f the  P o p u la r F ro n t, 
c a llin g  fo r  a re tu rn  to  the class- 
s tru g g le  po lic ies  o f  1936, m et an 
im m e d ia te  response, spread ra p ­
id ly  th ro u g h  the C.G.T., and con­
tinues  to  w in  in c re a s in g ly  im p re s ­
sive support. T he  b u re a u c ra ts  a t 
the top  a ie  fe e lin g  the pressure, 
a re  be ing  d r iv e n  to  the le ft.

S ta te m en t Causes F lu r r y
On J u ly  17, Leon Jouhaux. re ­

fo rm is t  head o f the  C.G.T., an ­
nounced th a t  the  in te rru p te d  re ­
fo rm s  m u s t be com ple ted. "A n d  
th a t  day,”  he added, “ m ay bo 
near: O ctober o r  N ovem ber m ay 
ca ll us to  ac tion . W c  are p re ­
pared fo r  i t .  The  fasc is ts  w i l l  no t 
pass in  O ctober 1938 an y  m ore 
than  th e y  passed in  F e b ru a ry , 
1934.”

Le  Tem ps im m e d ia te ly  th re w  
fron t-p ag e  fits : th is  w as n o t the 
language i t  had expected fro m  
the tam e G reen -like  Jo u h a u x— 
espec ia lly  since as rece n tly  as 
June  25, when a t  the  Rassem ble­
m en t du F ro n t  P o p u la ire  the 
R ad ica l-S oc ia lis ts , by  flin g in g  
back in  th e ir  faces the  S o c ia lis t 
and C o m m u n is t p ropos itions , had 
p roved th e  p o lit ic a l dea th  o f the 
P o p u la r F ro n t, L e  Tem ps had 
p e rm itte d  its e lf  some pom pous 
g lo a tin g  over the " im p o te n ce ”  o f 
the  L e ft. Jou h au x  is c e rta in ly  no 
fireb ra n d , and i f  he speaks as 
above, the  ra n k -a n d -file  m u s t be 
p u tt in g  some u n co m fo rta b le  iro n  
in  h is  soul.

“ L e f t  S o c ia lis t”  C onven tion
A lso  s ig n if ic a n t are  some o f the 

decis ions o f the  c o n s titu tio n a l 
con ve n tio n  o f the  new  " le f t  so­
c ia lis t"  p a rty , the  P.S.O.P., on 
J u ly  16-18. I t  is s t i l l  id e o lo g ica lly  
a m udd led  g ro u p in g  (e.g. in  one 
com m ittee  o f  12, th e re  w ere five 
d is tin ce  and w a r r in g  tendenc ies); 
y e t a lth o u g h  i t  re fused  to  receive 
a de lega tion  fro m  the re v o lu tio n ­
a ry  s o c ia lis t p a rty , the  P .O .I., and 
m ild ly  condem ned the  F o u r th  I n ­
te rn a t io n a l as h a v in g  in s u ff ic ie n t 
In te rn a l dem ocracy ( th is  fro m  
some o f  the  b u re a u c ra tic  ex­
w heel-horses o f the  S o c ia lis t Par­
t y ! ) ,  y e t m an y  o f its  pos itions 
w ere  progressive.

I ts  supposed id eo log ica l leader, 
M arceau P iv e r t  w as so sound ly  
trounced  on a m o tio n  to  a f f i l ia te  
w ith  the  P o p u la r  F ro n t  th a t  he 
th o u g h t i t  p ru d e n t n o t even to  
b r in g  up h is  pe t p ro je c t o f a ff l-

War-Monger

tached. I t  sen t a s tro n g  p ro tes t 
to  th e  S panish L o y a lis t  G o ve rn ­
m e n t fo r  its  susp ic ious im p ris o n ­
m e n t o f P O U M is ts  and o th e r 
m il i ta n ts ;  and p ro tes ted  equal­
ly  s tro n g ly  to  its  ow n  g o ve rn ­
m e n t a g a in s t the savage repres­
sions in  a l l  F re n c h  colonies. 
The p a r ty  re je c t in g  th e  te rm  
“  re v o lu t io n a ry  d e fea tism , " i t  
neverthe less ca lled  fo r  re v o lu t io n ­
a ry  d e fea tism  in  o th e r  te rm s. 
A n d  la s tly , s ig n if ic a n t in  v ie w  
o f  P iv e r t 's  n o to r io u s  a ff il ia t io n s , 
i t  sen t to  re fe re n d u m  a  vote 
to  expel a l l  F reem asons, a p o li­
t ic a lly  a c tive  and c lass-co llabo r­
a t io n is t  f ra te rn a l o rg a n iz a tio n  in  
F rance .

P a r ty  D ire c t io n  U ndecided
Those w h o m  the  fa ta l ro le  o f 

the  P O U M , w h ic h  herded in to  a 
s u ic id a l c e n tris m  the le ft-m o v in g  
w o rke rs , has made, w ith  m uch  
ju s t if ic a t io n , susp ic ious, w a rn  
th a t th e  P.S.O.P. g ives b ir th  to 
a s im ila r  danger, especia lly  
shou ld  the  P iv e r t  g ro u p  re ta in  
com ple te  c o n tro l. T o  them  i t  can 
be r e c a l l e d  th a t  the  P O U M  
was a le ft-w in g  o rg a n iz a tio n  th a t 
m oved r ig h t ,  w hereas the  P.S.O.P. 
is a r ig h t-w in g  o rg a n iza tio n  m ov­
in g  le ft. T he re  a re  fu r th e rm o re  
s igns th a t  the m a n e u e rin g  P iv -  
e rt is ts  a re  unsteady in  the  sad­
dle. I t  is h o t y e t excluded th a t 
the pressure o f ra n k -a n d -file  m ll-  
tan ts , p u sh in g  the p a rty  po lic ies  
f ro m  the cen tre  to  the  le ft, m ay 
m ake i t  tru e  re v o lu tio n a ry  p a rty .

M ea n w h ile  the  F o u r th  in te r ­
n a tio n a lis ts  g ive  i t  th e ir  fr ie n d ­
ly  c r it ic is m , and m ake every  e f­
fo r t  to  es tab lish  w ith  i t  un ited  
f ro n ts  - a g a in s t c a p ita lis m  and its  
socia l lackeys, fo r  the w o rk e rs ' 
re v o lu tio n .

E D O U A R D  D A L A D IE R

lia t io n  w ith  the  London  B u re a u ; 
and the  P.S.O.P., a f te r  ro u n d ly  
condem n ing  the  Second and the 
T h i r d  In te rn a t io n a l fo r  then- 
n o to r io u s  be traya ls , rem a in s  fo r  
the  tim e  in te rn a t io n a lly  u n a t-

T e legraph is ts  
Present D em ands
A  series o f  dem ands a ffe c tin g  

h o u rs  and  w o rk in g  co n d itio ns  
w ere  adopted fo r  p resen ta tion  to 
th e  P osta l T e leg raph  and Cable 

j  C om pany by the co n ve n tio n  o f 
j  the  A m e ric a n  C o m m u n ica tio n s  
j  A ssoc ia tion , C.I.O . N e g o tia tio n s  

fo r  a new  c o n tra c t w ith  the com ­
pany w il l  begin la te  in  O ctober. 
The p resen t c o n tra c t exp ires  in  
D ecem ber.

T he  dem ands c a ll fo r  a fo r ty -  
fo u r-h o u r  w eek ins tead  o f  fo r ty -  
e igh t, w ith o u t decrease in  pay; 
e lim in a tio n  o f  c e rta in  te ch n ica li-  
tiés  in  the p resen t ag reem ent; a 
closed shop and c la r if ic a tio n  o f 
c la ss ifica tio n s  and ra te s  o f pay to 
p ro v id e  fo r  th e  tra n s fe r  o f em ­
p loyes fro m  one c la ss ifica tio n  to 
ano the r.

Daily Worker Exposed
B y  G U S T A V  M U L F IN G E R

T h ro u g h  a no tice  in  th e  D a ily  
W o r k e r  o f  J u ly  20, e n tit le d  
“ W o rk e rs ' Enem ies E xposed," I  
was in fo rm e d  o f m y expu ls ion  
fro m  the  ra n k s  o f  the  C om m u­
n is t P a r ty . D e c la r in g  th a t  I  am  
"p o l it ic a l ly  ir re sp o n s ib le ”  a n d  
have fa ile d  to  a tte n d  m eetings 
o r pay dues, th e  o ff ic ia l o rgan  o f 
the S ta lin is t p a r ty  so lem n ly  "ex­
poses”  me as “ an enem y o f the 
w o rk in g  class.”

Unless one has a b lin d  b e lie f 
in  head lines I  am  a t  a loss to  
unders tand  w h y  I  have " fo r fe ite d  
the confidence o f a ll w o rk e rs  and 
w o rk in g -c la ss  o rg a n iza tio n s .”  Is  
i t  because I  have stopped p a y in g  
dues and no longe r a tte n d  p a rty  
m ee tings?  O r is I t  because, w e ll 
aw are  o f s l a n d e r  cam pa igns 
a g a in s t fo rm e r p a rty  m em bers, I  
have, t h r o u g h  m y  a tto rn e y , 
w arned  them  n o t to  a tte m p t such 
ta c tic s  a g a in s t me?

In  1935, as an o ff ic ia l o f the 
C. P .-co n tro lle d  U p to w n  Press, I  
repo rted  ce rta in  f in a n c ia l ir re g u ­
la r it ie s  and dem anded a clean-up. 
The  th ie v in g  f u n c t i o n a r y  in ­
vo lved w as p ro tected  by p a rty  
“ tops”  and I  w as fo rced  to  b r in g  
the a ffa ir  to  the  B oard  o f D ire c ­
to rs  and ca ll in  an ou ts ide  ac­
c o u n ta n t to  clean up the mess.

F o r th is  “ p o lit ic a l ir re s p o n s ib il­
i t y  and d is ru p t io n ”  I  was severe­
ly  rep rim a nd e d  by the  C e n tra l 
C o m m itte e  fo r  re m o v in g  th e ir  
tru s te d  henchm an  and e ve n tu a lly  
fo rced  to  re in s ta te  h im . He, by 
h is  ow n  adm iss ion , had m isa p ­
p ro p ria te d  hundreds  o f  d o lla rs  
fo r  h is  ow n persona l benefit.

I n  1937 th is  p ro tege  o f the  C.P. 
leaders aga in  m isa p p ro p ria te d  
fu n ds  to  th e  a m o u n t o f $430.00. 
W hen th is  case reached the  C en­
t r a l  C o n tro l C om m ittee  the ques­
tio n  o f c o rru p tio n  in  the  p a rty  
d id  n o t come up, bu t, b y  lies and 
fram e-up , M u lf in g e r  was aga in  
a tta cked . As fo r  the second case 
a g a in s t th e ir  th ie v in g  p ro tege, I  
have heard  o f  no decis ion. He 
has not, how ever, been “ exposed 
as an enem y o f the w o rk in g  
class.”

A s  fo r  me, I  d id  no t w a it  fo r  
a d e c i s i o n .  W ith o u t w ords, 
asham ed o f the p a r ty  I  had done 
m y best to  b u ild  fo r  ten years, I  
le ft. Ten  m on ths  la te r, b u t on ly  
one week a f te r  I  had begun to 
p r in t  the S oc ia lis t A ppea l in  the 
p r in t in g  shop I  am  connected 
w ith , these gen tlem en  have the 
e ffro n te ry  to  designate  me as an 
enem y o f the  w o rk in g  class in  
th e ir  s lande r sheet, the  D a lly  
W o rk e r !
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M A X  S H A C H T M A N
E d ito r

H A R O L D  R O B E R T S  F R A N K  G R A V E S
A ssocia te  E d ito rs

S. S T A N L E Y
Business M anage r

H orse-Trading Politics
After having begged in vain for recognition 

by the Democratic Party, the leaders of the 
American Labor Party in New York have an­
nounced the consummation of a deal with the 
party of Landon and Hoover for contesting seats 
in the coming state legislative elections.

The program for Brooklyn has already been 
worked out. It provides for nine Republican 
Assembly candidates to be endorsed by the Labor 
Party and eight Labor Party Assembly candidates 
to be endorsed by the Republican Party. Similar 
arrangements arc already made for the endorse­
ment of two state Senatorial candidates of each 
party.

In Manhattan, the program calls for the en­
dorsement of five Republican Assembly can­
didates and one Senatorial candidate by the 
Labor Party, and four Labor Assembly and two 
Senatorial candidates by the Republicans.

It is hard to imagine a more wretched and 
unprincipled piece of political horse-trading than 
the one that the Labor Party leaders have so 
blandly announced.

The Labor Party, in the fate of this agreement, 
continues to affirm that it is not only still a 
"New Deal" party, but indeed the only "New 
Deal”  party in New York. We don't think that’s 
anything for a party carrying the name of Labor 
to be proud of, but let that be for the moment. 
In the same breath, the "only New Deal party”  
makes public a shameless horse-trade for legis­
lative seats with the most pronounced conser­
vative opponent of the "N ew  Deal."

In the days when Republicans and Democrats 
endorsed a "fusion" candidate to oppose a 
socialist or working class candidate, there was at 
least some measure of principle taken into con­
sideration: Unite to defeat the labor candidate!

What principle is behind the present move? 
What program or platform does the Labor Party 
have in general, or issue in this election, in com­
mon with the party of Hoover and Vandenberg? 
Only the "principle" of getting a few seats in 
the legislature of the state. And for the sake of 
this contemptible bargain, everything worthy of 
the dignity of the labor movement is trampled 
under foot.

The only possible justification for labor form­
ing its own party and giving its name and sup­
port to such a party, however inadequate its pro­
gram or leadership, is as a step in the direction 
of independent working class action. The worker 
feels that just as he would not be in the same 
union with a boss, so he w ill not be in the same 
party as a boss. He wants a party of his own, 
breaking from the dirty practices and the re­
actionary policies and leadership of the old cap­
italist parties.

Prom the point of view of the labor masses, 
this is an entirely progressive movement. The 
labor bureaucrats, however, seek to prostitute 
this healthy movement to the basest and most 
conservative ends. And that is precisely what is 
being done by the bosses of the American Labor 
Party in their latest deal with the Republicans.

Is it any wonder that these bosses do not even 
bother to consult the rank and file of the Labor 
Party and of the unions that make up its mem­
bership and its strength? They are the ones who 
should have the final say on such a matter—not 
after it has been done but even before it is pro­
posed outside the ranks of the A.L.P.

The workers in the ranks of the A.L.P. must 
react promptly and vigorously to the disgraceful 
and humiliating horse trade carried out by the 
party bureaucracy. It must be repudiated, i f  the 
movement for independent working class polit­
ical action is to be a healthy and genuinely pro­
gressive movement.

Labor is strong enough to stand on its own 
feet. More truly, it is only when labor stands 
on its own feet that it is strong. Dependence on 
"friends" was the curse of Gomperism in the 
labor movement for years. The founding of the 
A.L.P. as a vote-collecting agency for Roosevelt 
and Lehman stultified and stunted the develop­
ment of the party from the beginning. The 
horse-trade with the Republicans is no less rep­

rehensible and injurious to the labor movement. 
Let the rank and file speak out clearly in denun­
ciation o f it.

Taxing the Poor
A subordinate official of the Treasury De­

partment jumped the gun a few months on plans 
to reduce income tax exemptions, and the De­
partment found it necessary last week to issue a 
hasty disavowal. No one, however, should be so 
naive as to imagine that the last has been heard 
on this subject.

It would not do, however, to have the issue 
raised prominently during the primaries and the 
congressional elections this autumn. Once the 
administration has its majority safely under its 
belt, it can be returned to with greater calm and 
less chance of effective opposition.

The idea of reducing the income tax ex­
emptions, for some years a favorite theme of the 
LaFollette brothers, is quite in keeping with the 
taxation policy followed during the last session 
of Congress under the dictation of the big banks 
and W all Street.

The general theory of the banks is, naturally, 
that the main incidence of taxation shall fall on 
the workers and the lower middle classes. In 
spite of the tariffs, the sales taxes, the various 
kinds o f open and hidden taxes on consumers' 
goods, the rent-raising real property taxes, all of 
which affect directly the living standards of the 
masses and which together account for the great 
bulk o f public income, the banks feel that the 
squeeze is not yet being tightly enough applied.

In the last Congress they drew the teeth from 
the undistributed profits tax, the taxes on per­
sonal corporations, and the methods of taxing 
captial gains (all of which taxes affect primarily 
the wealthy). Simultaneously they began a de­
termined campaign for lowering the income tax 
exemptions, in order, they said, to provide 
greater stability to the tax structure, help balance 
the budget, and "equalize the burdens."

The absurdity of these arguments is to be seen 
in the fact that the entire sum which could be 
realized from the proposed lowering of the 
exemptions (estimated at from 50 to 70 m il­
lions) is far less than the individual 50 highest 
incomes in 1937. Here, as in general, in the aim 
of making the masses carry the burden of dep­
ression and crisis, tax policy only supplements 
the wage cuts and speedups at the point of pro­
duction.

Lasser’s Resignation
The Socialist Party’s national office announces 

that David Lasser, president of the Workers' 
Alliance, has resigned from the party follow­
ing the presentation of charges against him by 
the party's national secretary.

W ith  this resignation ends a symptomatic 
and symbolic episode in the life o f the Thomas 
party.

Like so many other petty bureaucrats,”  Las­
ser stayed with the Socialist Party so long as he 
could make use of it for himself. In the A l l i ­
ance, he carried out his own private policy, 
regardless of whether or not it conformed 
with the decisions o f the party. When m ili­
tant and left-wing socialists complained against 
Lasser and his policy, when they criticised him 
for playing the dirty game of the Stalinists, 
when they demanded that he follow a m ili­
tant, class-struggle policy, Lasser easily crushed 
their opposition, because he always got pro­
tection from the official party leadership. Las­
ser knew how to play this game to perfection, 
as others had done before him and as still 
others are doing right now in the S. P.

Lasser was a "Thomas man," which meant 
he was under Thomas' wing and that he joined 
in every vicious attack —including expulsions— 
against left-wingers. In exchange, he obtained 
immunity for all sorts of rascality and oppor­
tunism committed in the name of his party. 
Thomas, Tyler and Co., in turn, sought to cov­
er their own impotence by pointing proudly 
to Lasser as an example of the "mass- work we 
socialists are doing.”  Only, Lasser wasn’t work­
ing for the party; the party was made to work 
for him.

Before the bureaucratic expulsion of the left 
wing by Thomas, Tyler and Lasser, when there 
was still time to do something about it, the rev­
olutionary socialists tried in vain to haul Lasser 
before the party and compel him to give an 
account of himself. The party bosses answered 
with thunder and lightning— not against Las­
ser but against the left wingers!

Finally, when Lasser was through with the 
S. P. for good, when he no longer needed it, 
when he no longer bothered even to make be­
lieve that he was listening--the national sec­
retary timidly filed his charges on May 24th. 
Some two months later it announced obscurely 
that Lasser had resigned from the party.

W ill the Thomasites draw any lessons from 
this instructive experience? Not on your tin ­
type! They w ill go right on producing more 
Lassers and Lashes and . . . resignations. For 
their idea o f party democracy boils down to 
this: free reign to all opportunists- and bureau­
crats, but the gag and the boot for all 
revolutionists.

M id d le to w n  Labo r 
Teaches a Lesson
(C on tinued  fro m  page 1)

ju n c t io n  even i f  he had to  use 
m ach ine  guns. T h is  th re a t was 
m e t in  a de te rm ined  fash ion  by 
the  w o rke rs , and they  decided 
th a t  th e y  m us t m eet such th re a ts  
in  s im ila r  language.

M ore  th a n  200 s tr ik e rs  ap ­

peared a t the  p la n t w ith  sho t­
guns, rifle s , c rude  gas bombs, f ire ­
c racke rs , etc. and s ta rte d  to d ig  
in. T he y  dug  holes in  the  g round  
and en trenched  t h e m s e l v e s  
a round  the p la n t. Seeing th a t  the 
w o rke rs  re a lly  m ea n t business 
and w ere p repared  to  the  best o f 
th e ir  a b il ity ,  the  com pany q u ic k ­
ly  agreed to  m eet in  con ference  
w ith  the u n io n  rep resen ta tives .

V ic to r ie s  fo r  S tr ik e rs  
T he  fo llo w in g  day a se ttle m e n t

w as r e a c h e d .  The  d ischarged  
w o rke rs  w ere  re -in s ta te d  and the 
U .A .W . was g ra n te d  b a rg a in in g  
r ig h ts  fo r  p ro d u c tio n  w o rke rs . 
The  A . F . o f L . ba rga ined  fo r  th e  
d ie  m akers, m a ch in is ts  and m e ta l 
po lishers.

In  a d d i t i o n  the  in ju n c t io n  
ag a in s t p ic k e tin g  was w ith d ra w n , 
and the  com pany dropped a s u it  
fo r  $50,000 a g a in s t the  U .A .W . 
loca l. The  com pany had charged  
the  u n io n  w ith  d a m a g in g  com ­
pany p ro p e rty .

AMERICA’S P E R M A N E N T  DEPRESSION
Experts Baffled for Explanation -- But New Millions Face 

Unemployment and Disemployment -- A Future of 
Hunger and Insecurity

B y  A R T  P R E IS
^ .H is to ria n s  o f some fu tu re  age, u n e a rth in g  the 
w r it in g s  o f o u r c u rre n t sooth-sayers on the  "N e w  
D e a l"  depression, w i l l  undou b te d ly  pub lish  th e ir  
f in d in g s  in  some jo u rn a l devoted to  the  s tudy 
o f m en ta l diseases. The  average "e x p e rt” , when 
no t b la m in g  depressions on the m isb eh a v io r o f 
sun-spots, u su a lly  a ttr ib u te s  econom ic crises to 
the  m en ta l s ta te  o f the business class.

I f  the bo ttom  d rops o u t o f the  s tock  m arke t, 
o r in c re a s in g  m illio n s  o f unem ployed h a u n t the 
gates o f s ile n t fac to ries , the p u n d its  o f the press 
b a rk , “ P e ss im ism !” , and le t the m a tte r  r ide . U n ­
doubted ly , pessim ism  has cha rac te rized  th e  s ta te  
o f m ind  o f the average business m an fo r  the 
past tw e lve  m onths. The  econom ic guess-alls 
have fa ile d  to  show, how ever, w h e th e r th is  
fram e  o f m in d  is a cause o r re s u lt o f the  present 
decline.

T h ird  o f N a tio n  D istressed.
In  a s im ila r ly  e n lig h te n in g  fash ion , these eco­

nom ic  gospel-pounders v ie w  the fa c ts  o f ch ro n ic  
masg unem p loym en t. A m e rica 's  15 m illio n  un ­
em ployed, w ho, w ith  th e ir  dependents, represen t 
o n e -th ird  o f ou r popu la tion , w hen n o t d ism issed 
as " la z y  bum s w ho  w o n ’t  w o rk  even i f  they had 
a jo b ,”  are  considered a t best m ere ly  te m p o ra rily  
u n fo r tu n a te  be ings to  w hom  some a tte n tio n  
shou ld  be p a id —a fte r  the rea l trag e d y  o f d e c lin ­
in g  p ro fits  has been p ro p e r ly  rem edied.

B etw een June, 1935, and A ugus t, 1937, dates 
w h ic h  ro u g h ly  m a rk  the  life  span o f the "N e w  
D eal B o o m le t,"  u n e m p loym en t w as regarded 
la rg e ly  as an i r r i ta t in g ,  b u t n o t dangerous, s k in  
b lem ish, w h ich  cou ld  be concealed under the 
pow der and rouge o f m o u n tin g  p ro d u c tio n  and 
p ro fit  figures. I t  cou ld  be soothed, w henever i t  
itched , by  a l ig h t  a p p lic a tio n  o f W .P .A . jobs 
and s ta rv a tio n  pensions fo r  the he lp less ly  aged.

U nem ployed  Census R e ve a lin g
I t  was w ith  undoubted o p tim ism  th a t F .D .R . 

u n d e rto o k  the n a tio n -w id e  census o f unem p loy­
m en t in  June, 1937. P ro d u c tio n  was head ing  
s te a d ily  fo r  the pre-depression peak o f 1929. 
Business men w ere s ta g g e rin g  g a ily  fro m  heady 
d ra u g h ts  o f fresh -d ra w n  p ro fits . E v e ry th in g  was 
h u n k y -d o ry , i f  o n ly  the B u d g e t were balanced, 
taxes reduced, and the  "goddam  re lie f ra c k e t 
c u t o u t.”

W hen the figu res o f the census w ere  revealed 
f in a lly  in  N ovem ber, 1937, A m e rica  was a lready  
h u r t l in g  dow n an econom ic land -s lide  a t the 
m ost p re c ip ito u s  pace in  its  h is to ry . W h a t use 
to  bemoan the  fa c t o f 834-11 m illio n  unem ployed  
d u r in g  the  peak o f a boom, w hen s ix  m on ths 
la te r  a t  least five  m illio n s  m ore  had oeen p iled  
on those figu res—and p ro fits  w ere m e ltin g  aw ay, 
to  boot?

F ig u re s  G ive  V ita l Lesson
B u t the  A m e rica n  w o rk e rs  dare  n o t fo rg e t 

these figures. T he y  revea l a fa c t th a t  is t r u ly  
om inous. The  figures o f mass u n e m p loym en t 
reg is te red  a t the peak o f R ooseve lt "p ro s p e r ity ”  
p rove  conc lus ive ly , th a t,  -despite  te m p o ra ry  
periods o f co m p a ra tive  recovery , la rg e r and 
la rg e r sections o f w o rk e rs  are condem ned to  
p e rm a n e n t joblessness —  d isem p loym en t. I n ­
c reas ing  m illio n s  under c a p ita lis m  are  c u t o ff 
fo re ve r fro m  p ro d u c tive  la b o r in  n o rm a l eco­
nom ic  pu rsu its .

T h is  econ om ica lly  d isen franch ised  "n a tio n  
w ith in  a n a tio n ”  ( la rg e r, In c lu d in g  dependents, 
th a n  the  e n tire  pop u la tio n s  o f such co u n trie s  as 
Spain, Canada o r M ex ico) is  supp lem ented fro m  
tim e  to  tim e  by new  m illio n s  o f job less w o rke rs , 
w ho  a re  p e rio d ic a lly  cast by  each succeeding 
wave o f depression upon the  desolate shores o f 
o u r econom ic system . W h ile  some w o rk e rs  are 
lu c k y  enough as in d iv id u a ls  to  be d ra w n  back 
in to  the  econom ic c u rre n ts  by  the  reced ing  
waves, o th e r m illio n s  are  le f t  p e rm a n e n tly  
s tranded, p a rt o f the  ra p id ly  a cc u m u la tin g  
w reckage  o f la b o r and ta len ts , o f hum an  lives 
and a sp ira tio n s  w h ich  is mass d isem p loym en t 
in  A m e rica .

T w o  F a c to rs  R evea l D ep ths
T w o  fa c to rs  d is tin g u is h  the 1929--? econom ic 

decline  fro m  a ll p rev ious  depressions. One is 
the in c rea s in g  mass d isem p loym en t. T he  o th e r 
is the in c rea s in g  re g u la r ity  o f pe rio d ic  lay-offs 
su ffe red  by a lm os t every w o rk e r  regard less of 
h is  trad e  o r in d u s try . The  unem ployed o f p re ­
v ious depressions w ere la rg e ly  re-absorbed in to  
in d u s try  d u r in g  the  fo llo w in g  u p tu rn s . Each 
recove ry  pe riod  w h ich  succeeded fo rm e r depres­
sions surpassed p rev ious booms in  the vo lum e 
o f p ro d u c tio n  and b ro u g h t fo r th  new indus tries . 
Indeed, c e rta in  in d u s tr ie s  fo rm e r ly  w eathered 
the depression fa ir ly  w e ll, and the w o rk e rs  in  
these in d u s tr ie s  considered them selves pe r­
m a n e n tly  secure. U n t i l  1929, a ra ilro a d  jo b  was 
considered a guaran teed  life - tim e  se cu rity . B u t 
the presen t depression has made an excep tion  
o f no in d u s try . A  m ill io n  ra ilro a d  w o rke rs , fo r  
exam ple, have lo s t th e ir  re g u la r occupations d u r­
in g  the past n ine  years.

These b u rn in g  fac ts  m u s t be seared in to  the 
consciousness o f eve ry  A m e rica n  w o rk e r. .Every 
w o rk e r, in  a ll in d u s tr ie s  w ith o u t excep tion , is 
f ro m  n ow  on th rea tened  by  th e  ravages o f p e r i­
od ic  la y -o ffs ; and in c rea s in g  m illio n s  o f  unem ­
p loyed face  t i le  d ism a l fu tu re  o f p e rm a n e n t d is ­
em p loym en t.

W o rk e rs  F a y  P rice  o f  C ris is
The A m e rica n  w o rk in g  class is p a y in g  an 

inca lcu la b le  p rice  fo r  these co n d itio ns  in  te rm s 
o f phys ica l su ffe rin g , d iso rde red  fa m ily  life , 
m e n ta l b reak-dow n , disease and death . Com pare 
the $2500 y e a rly  incom e es tim a ted  by the U.S. 
C h ild re n ’s B u reau  as necessary to  p rov ide  the 
m in im u m  c o m fo r t and decency leve l o f l iv in g  fo r  
a fa m ily  o f five w ith  the  $400—-$700 per yea r 
w h ich  the  average W .P .A . w o rk e r  earns. Then 
rem em ber th a t  the  W .P .A . w o rke rs , w ho re p ­
resen t less th a n  20 pe rce n t o f the  unem ployed, 
are  considered a re la t iv e ly  "p r iv ile g e d "  g roup. 
W e can w e ll u nders tand  w h y  c e rta in  a u th o r it ie s  
have c la im ed  th a t the  unem ployed as a g roup  
su ffe r five  tim es  as m uch  fro m  sickness and d is ­
ease as the  res t o f the pop u la tio n .

M illio n s  o f  w o rk e rs  find  th a t  the few  co m fo rts  
and conveniences they  m anage to  accum u la te  
over years o f h a rd  w o rk  are snatched a w ay d u r­
in g  even a fe w  m on th s  o f unem p loym en t. A 
couple o f  in s ta lm e n t paym en ts  m issed, and a u to ­
m obiles, rad ios  and w a sh in g  m achines are 
p ro m p tly  taken  aw ay. E ve ry  day hundreds  o f 
homes, rep re se n ting  life - tim e s  o f sacrifice  and 
sc r im p in g , a re  fo reclosed. Thousands o f fa m ilie s  
a re  ev ic ted  to  jo in  the  homeless hordes th a t  to ­
day a im le ss ly  tra v e l o u r h igh roads.

Class S tre n g th  Sapped
I f  we p e rm it these co n d itio ns  to co n tin ue  fo r  

an y  le n g th  o f tim e , the  res is tance  o f  the  A m e ri­
can w o rk in g  class w i l l  be sapped. T he  u n p a ra l­
le led m ilita n c y  d isp layed  by the A m e ric a n  w o rk ­
ers d u r in g  the  past fo u r  years o f b it te r  s trugg les  
w i l l  be du lled . (H unger and disease dem ora lize  
the  w o rk e rs  and  d ra in  th e ir  f ig h t in g  s p ir its .

I t  is th is  possible d e m o ra liza tio n , ra th e r  than  
any im m e d ia te  s u ffe rin g , w h ic h  is m ost to  be 
feared by the  w o rke rs . In  b o th  G e rm any and 
I ta ly ,  desperate and dem ora lized  unem ployed, 
suscep tib le  to  a n y  dem agog ic appeal, and la c k in g  
p o w e rfu l o rg a n iza tio n s  k n it  f irm ly  to  the  trade  
un ions, helped fo rm  the s to rm -tro o p  gangs o f 
the  fasc is ts  w h ich  u t te r ly  destroyed the la b o r 
m ovem ents in  these coun tries . T he  A m e rica n  
la b o r m ovem ent dares n o t p e rm it o u r hom e­
g ro w n  H it le rs  so f r u i t f u l  a fie ld  fo r  e xp lo ita tio n . 
T he  dangers are too h ideous to  con tem p la te .

(T h is  is  t i le  f i r s t  o f  a series o f  a rt ic le s  on the 
n a tu re  o f  u nem p loym en t, Its  causes and how  i t  
can be rem edied. T he  n e x t a r t ic le  in  th e  series 
w i l l  be “ T he  N ew  D ea l and the  U nem ployed ,”  an 
ana lys is  o f how  th e  R ooseve lt a d m in is tra t io n  has 
d e a lt w ith  th e  unem ployed  and une m p lo ym e n t 
s ince 1935.— E d.)

ON MY CONSPIRACY
By LEON

D u r in g  the  e ighteen m on ths o f 
m y stay in  th is  hosp itab le  coun­
t r y  I  have been accused o f a 
num ber o f d re a d fu l consp iracies.

A  fe w  m on ths back M r. T o le ­
dano declared a t va rio u s  m eet­
ings th a t I  was p re p a rin g  a gen­
e ra l s tr ik e  a g a in s t the g ove rn ­
m en t o f G enera l Cardenas. N o 
m ore and  no less!

The  leader o f the C om m un is t 
P a r ty  (h is  nam e, I  th in k ,  is La- 
borde) declared a t a p u b lic  mass 
m ee ting  in  the  presence o f  the 
P res iden t o f the  re p u b lic  th a t  I  
was in  a fa sc is t co n sp ira cy  w ith  
G enera ls C ed illo  and . . . V il la -  
rea l.

On the  m o rro w  each o f the 
Messrs. Accusers cast aside h is 
ow n accusa tion  lik e  a c ig a re tte  
b u tt, fo rg o t abou t i t ,  and passed 
on to  new  inven tions .

T he  “ C o n s p ira to r ia l"  T r ip

A t  presen t m y  vaca tio n  tr ip s  
to  P a tzcuaro , J iq u ilp a n , G uada­
la ja ra  and M o re lia  is placed on 
the agenda. N o w  I  am  no longer 
accused o f p re p a r in g  a genera l 
s tr ik e  and a fa sc is t u p r is in g  b u t 
o f . . .  a t r ip  th ro u g h  M exico, 
s to p p ing  a t hotels, and m ee ting  
and conve rs ing  w ith  M exican  
c itizens. Yes, I  have a c tu a lly  
co m m itte d  a ll  these crim es. A nd, 
T m us t add, I  co m m itte d  them  
w ith  g re a t p leasure.

On the  p a r t  o f the  va riou s  
la ye rs  o f p o p u la tio n : w o rke rs , 
teachers, a rm y  men, a rt is ts , gov­
e rn m e n t and m u n ic ip a l a u th o r i­
ties, I  m e t n o th in g  b u t cons ide ra ­
tio n  and h o s p ita l ity  w h ic h  in  
genera l so b r i l l ia n t ly  d is tin g u is h  
the  M exicans. In  P a tzcuaro , a 
fe w  teachers w ho  v is ite d  D iego

TROTSKY
+

R iv e ra  and m yse lf on th e ir  own 
in it ia t iv e ,  conversed w ith  me 
co n ce rn in g  the s itu a tio n  in  the 
U.S.S.R. and in  p a r t ic u la r  about 
p u b lic  education . I  expressed to 
them  the same v iew s w h ich  I 
have expressed m any tim es  in  
m y books and a rtic les . In  o rde r 
to  assure com ple te  c la r ity  o f ex­
p os ition , I  gave them  a w r it te n  
s ta tem en t. None o f these teach­
ers, so fa r  as I  know , considered 
o r ca lled  h im s e lf a "T ro ts k y ite .”

In  J iq u ilp a n , G u a d a la ja ra  and 
M ore lia , I  am  s o rry  to  say, I  had 
no such m eetings, since a t  each 
o f these places I  stopped fo r  on ly  
a few  hours.

" P lo t ”  In  an  O rph a n  A sy lu m

In  G u a da la ja ra , the fie ld  o f op­
e ra tio n  fo r  m y "co n s p ira c y ”  was 
the gove rn m e n t palace, the  u n i­
ve rs ity , and the  o rp h a n  asylum , 
w here  I  exam ined the frescoes o f 
Orozco. V a r i o u s  p e o p l e  ap ­
proached me a s k in g  fo r  a u to ­
g raphs  o r  s im p ly  to  press m y 
hand. Some o f them  I  asked je s t­
in g ly , j ust  as o f the  teachers in  
P a tzcua ro : "A re n ’t  you a fra id  to  
app roach  a  c o u n te r-re v o lu tio n is t 
and fa s c is t? "  A lm o s t in v a r ia b ly  I  
received th e  answ er, "N o t a s ing le  
sensible person believes th is .” 
Needless to say, th is  answ er gave 
me g re a t m o ra l sa tis fa c tio n .

So fa r  as the co n sp iracy  w ith  
D r. A t l  is concerned, I  can o n ly  
say th a t  I  heard  h is  nam e fo r  the 
f ir s t  t im e  fro m  the  "u nm a ske rs .”  
I  never m e t D r. A t l  and do not 
have the h o n o r o f k n o w in g  h im .

N o  S ilence on S landerers

I  do n o t d o u b t th a t  th is  s ta te ­

m en t c o n ta in in g  in  its e lf  the  re f ­
u ta tio n  o f a fa lse  d e n un c ia tio n  
also w i l l  be in te rp re te d  by m y 
d e tra c to rs  as “ in te rfe re n ce  in  the 
in te rn a l life  o f M ex ico .”  B u t th is  
t r ic k  w i l l  fo o l no one. I  gave a 
d e fin ite  o b lig a tio n  to  the  go ve rn ­
m en t o f th is  c o u n try , th a t is to  
the  G ove rn m e n t o f G enera l C a r­
denas and n o t to  the  gove rn m e n t 
o f L o m b a rd o  To ledano. N o  one 
has in fo rm e d  me th a t the task  
o f keep ing  m y  be h av io r u n d e r ob­
se rva tio n  has b e e n  con fe rred  
upon M r. Toledano. I  never ob­
lig a te d  m yse lf to  keep s ile n t on 
s landers and s landerers. I  re ta in  
th e  r ig h t  in  m y house as w e ll as 
d u r in g  tr ip s  to  b rea the  the M ex­
ican  a ir , to  m eet c itizens  o f th is  
co u n try , to  en te r in to  conversa ­
tio n  w ith  them , to  v is it  m onu ­
m ents o f a r t—and in  such cases 
as I  find  i t  necessary, to  b rand  
open ly  and by nam e those "dem o­
c ra ts ,”  "so c ia lis ts ,”  and " re v o lu ­
t io n is ts ,"  w ho— oh shame, have 
ta ke n  upon them selves the  as­
s ig n m e n t to  o b ta in  by  lies and 
s lander, m y  de live rance  in to  the  
hands o f the G.P.U.

J u ly  19, 1938 
Coyoacan, D .  F ,

This scene from Cleveland vividly depicts the plight of 
the unemployed, facing starvation in a land of plenty.

George Sokolsky

One More Chapter
In a Venal History

D isc losu re  o f m ethods by w h ich  
the N a tio n a l A ssoc ia tion  o f M a ­
n u fa c tu re rs  and the b ig  steel c o r­
p o ra tio n s  sough t in  1936 to  s t ir  
h o s t i l i ty  a g a in s t th e  C om m ittee  
fo r  In d u s tr ia l O rga n iza tio n  and 
o rgan ized  la b o r g enera lly , by 
means o f p lanned p ropaganda  
cam pa igns, was made la s t week 
in  W a sh in g to n  by  the  Senate ’ 
C iv il L ib e rt ie s  C om m ittee .

The boss o rg a n iza tio n s , i t  was 
revealed, developed th e ir  p ropa ­
ganda d r iv e  a g a in s t la b o r a t  a 
tim e  w hen the  C.I.O. w as push­
in g  its  d r iv e  to o rgan ize  w o rke rs  
in  the  steel and ru b b e r in d u s ­
tries .

Bosses F in a n c e  C am pa ign

One o f the  m ethods to  create  
p re ju d ice  aga in s t, th e  C.I.O. w as 
the p u b lic a tio n  o f a scries o f 
"p ro s p e r ity  dw e lls  w he re  h a r ­
m ony p re v a ils ”  adve rtisem ents , 
w h ich  w ere  sen t th ro u g h  th e  
c o u n try  by  a S outh  Bend a d ve r­
t is in g  f irm . T e s tim o n y  showed 
th a t  the  a d ve rtise m e n ts  were 
paid fo r  by  em ployers, a lth o u g h  
they w ere m ade to  appear as 
h a v in g  o r ig in a te d  w ith  p u b lic  
and c iv ic  o r  “ th ird  p a r ty "  g roups 
such as w om en ’s c lubs, d e n ta l 
groups, fa rm  o rg a n iza tio n s  and 
garden  societies.

A  p ro m in e n t socia l w o rk e r  o f 
Y oungs tow n , O hio, w ho  is a 
le a d in g  fig u re  in  n e a rly  every  
h e a lth  and socia l serv ice  a c t iv ity  
in  the v ic in ity ,  sa id he w as g lad 
to "coope ra te " in  the  w o rk  be­
cause he opposed "o u ts id e ”  la ­
bo r leaders. A lth o u g h  pa id  fo r  
w h o lly  by  em p loye rs  and m e r­
chants, w ith  a s lig h t  c o n tr ib u tio n  
fro m  tw o  c iv ic  groups, th e  w it ­
ness said i t  was decided to  have 
:hc a d ve rtisem en ts  pub lished  as 
sponsored by  "n e ith e r  in d u s try  
n o r la b o r.”

S oko lsky  R eve la tions

T he  m ost re ve a lin g  evidence 
read in to  the  reco rd  by the L a ­
F o lle tte  C om m ittee , concerned 
George E. S oko lsky, p ro m in e n t 
w r ite r  and le c tu re r, w ho  was 
shown to  have received $28,599 
fro m  H i l l  and K n o w lto n , p u b lic  
re la tio n s  counsel fo r  the steel 
co rp o ra tio ns , fo r  s p e a k i n g  a t 
"p u b lic ly  sponsored”  m eetings, 
between June, 1936, and F eb ru a ­
ry , 1938. In  a d d itio n , S oko lsky  re ­
ceived. $3,409 d ire c t ly  fro m  the 
N a tio n a l A ssoc ia tion  o f M a n u fa c ­
tu re rs  fo r  expenses fro m  M ay, 
1936, to  M a rch , 1938.

S oko lsky, w ho  in  h is  le c tu r in g  
and w r it in g  a c t iv ity  has a lw ays 
endeavored to  appear as an " im ­
p a rt ia l obse rve r”  o f the  s trug g le  
betw een c a p ita l and labo r, thus 
emerges in  the  ro le  o f paid too l 
o f the b ig  boss o rg a n iza tio n s . T h is  
is q u ite  co ns is ten t w ith  h is  past 
career.

Y ears  ago, a f te r  h a v in g  ac­
q u ire d  in  h is  h ig h  school days 
so m e th in g  o f a re p u ta tio n  as a 
ra d ic a l and be ing  expelled fro m  
a t least one edu ca tio n a l in s t itu ­
tion , S oko lsky  w e n t to  C hina. 
T here , reco g n iz in g  in  the r is in g  
N a tio n a lis t  m ovem ent a chance 
to  se ll h im s e lf in  on the g round

floo r o f  so m e th in g  th a t m ig h t be­
come big, he made the a q u a in t-  
ance o f  D r. Sun Y at-sen, fo u nd e r 
and leader o f the K u o m in ta n g .

Sells to  Japan

Severa l years  w ere  to  elapse, 
how ever, be fore  th a t p a r ty  came 
to  pow er and as S oko lsky  was, 
and rem a ins, sa lab le  to  th e  h ig h ­
est b idde r, he soon d iscovered 
th a t  a tta c h m e n t to  th e  cause o f 
Japanese im p e r ia lis m  pa id  m ore 
s u b s ta n tia l d iv idends. H e  en lis ted  
under the  banne r o f the  R is in g  
Sun and became associa ted w ith  
t h e  Japanese-subsidized F a r  
E a s te rn  R ev iew , ed ited  by the  
la te  G eorge B ronson  Rea, w ho  
a f te r  Japan  seized M a n c h u r ia  be­
came an adv ise r to  the  M anchu - 
-kuo g o v e rn m e n t a t a  s a la ry  o f  
$75,000 a year.

In  1925-27, w hen the  s ta r  -of 
C h iang  K a i-sh e k  and th e  K u o ­
m in ta n g  was r is in g , S oko lsky, 
because o f h is  fr ie n d s h ip  w ith  
Sun Yat-sen (the n  a lre a d y  dead) 
and the en tree  w h ic h  th is  gave 
h im  to  K u o m in ta n g  c irc les, d is ­
covered he had va lue  fo r  the 
N o rth -C h in a  D a lly  News, lead ing  
o rgan  o f B r it is h  im p e r ia lis m  in  
S hangha i. H e was g iven  a jo b  on 
the e d ito r ia l s ta ff a t a fa n cy  
sa la ry .

E a r ly  in  1927, w hen the K u o ­
m in ta n g  g o ve rn m e n t established  
its e lf  a t N a n k in g  w ith  C h iang  
K a i-sh e k  as m il i ta ry  d ic ta to r , So­
k o ls k y  secured h im s e lf a w e ll-  
pa id jo b  as an “ a d v is o r”  to  the 
b u tc h e r o f the  Chinese masses.

E m p loyed  by  K u o m in ta n g

K n o w n  in  C h in a  by a ll  h is  as­
sociates, Chinese and fo re ig n , as 
a p e tty  in tr ig u e r ,  S oko lsky  was 
i n t e r e s t e d  o n ly  in  espousing 
causes th a t w ere f in a n c ia lly  p ro f­
ita b le  to  h im se lf. H is  K u o m in ­
ta n g  em p loye rs  unders tood  h is 
c h a ra c te r w e ll, and th e y  k e p t 
h im  on th e ir  p a y ro ll o n ly  so long  
as they found  h im  usefu l.

B u t w ith  h is vena l re p u ta tio n  
and ch a ra c te r, and h is  penchan t 
fo r  in tr ig u e , S oko lsky  f in a lly  be­
came a source o f e m ba rrassm en t 
to  C h ina 's  new ru le rs  and ac­
c o rd in g  to  rep o rts  believed tru e  
by a ll w ho  k n o w  h im  in  C hina, 
the K u o m in ta n g  f in a lly  pa id  h im  
a s u b s ta n tia l sum  to  leave the 
c o u n try , w ith  the u n d e rs ta n d in g  
th a t  he was never to  re tu rn .

B a ck  in  the  U n ite d  States, he 
b u i l t  a re p u ta tio n  as a  w r ite r  
and le c tu re r  and s h o rt ly  th e re ­
a fte r, a cco rd in g  to  the  L a F o l­
le tte  C o m m itte e ’s evidence, be­
came a p ro p a g a n d is t h a ck  fo r  
the  steel co rp o ra tio ns .

T he  steel co rp o ra tio n s  spend on 
p ropaganda  m uch  m ore  t h a n  
th e y  pa id  S oko lsky, w hose re ­
n u m e ra tio n  appears re la t iv e ly  in ­
s ig n ific a n t. H i l l  and K n o w lto n  
received fo r  "p u b lic i ty ”  a sum  o f 
$248,654 between A u g u s t, 1933, 
and D ecem ber, 1937, the  evidence 
la s t w eek showed. T h is  sum  w as 
subscribed by the R e pub lic  Steel 
C o rp o ra tio n , t h e  Y ou n g s to w n  
Sheet and Tube C om pany and  the 
A m e rica n  I r o n  and Steel In s t i­
tu te .
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