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Jersey C ity

Lesson and Warning
By JAMES P. C A N N O N

Jersey City today is the testing ground of a struggle destined 
in the not too distant future to become national in scope and to 
dominate national affairs.

The most conscious representatives of the two maih contending 
forces which w ill confront each other in the national struggle 
that is impending—the capitalist masters o f America and the dis­
satisfied working masses— are closely studying the developments 
in Jersey City and drawing conclusions for the future.

It  is safe to assume that a section o f the capitalists have al­
ready come to certain tentative conclusions in favor o f the Hague 
method o f dealing with labor insurgence. It is important for the 
workers also to know what the brutal aggressions of Mayor Hague 
and his cohorts really signify.

They must know what the problem is in order to formulate 
the proper answer to it. Much can and much undoubtedly w ill 
be written on this subject, for it has a transcendent importance. 
Here I want to present an outline of opinion from the proletarian 
class point of view:

The Real Meaning of Hagueism
Hagueism is not simply the individual aberration of an i l ­

literate, provincial politician, as liberals, Social-Democrats, and 
Stalinists represents the matter. The Jersey City events signify 
a deliberate mobilization of reaction, backed by big industrial and 
financial interests, for a serious preliminary test of the workers’ 
capacity to resist fascistic repression.

It is no accident that the fight of Hague was directed from 
the start against the organization campaign of the C.I.O. Hague­
ism is shrewdly devised anti-labor campaign, not a seemingly 
irrational interference with the formal rights of free speech, etc.

By the same token the aggressions of the Hague reaction 
can be seriously countered only by an organized resistance o f the 
workers. Any other approach to the question is false and can only 
lead to defeat in the fight against Hagueism in New Jersey and 
its spread to other centers. No doubt the present attempt to sup­
press the C.I.O. in  New Orleans draws a certain inspiration and 
encouragement from the Jersey City success o f Mayor Hague.

C.I.O. Bureaucrats Debase Struggle
The greatest aid to Hague's campaign has resulted from 

the pusillanimous conduct o f the leadership o f the New Jersey 
C.I.O. They renounced the fight on their own account and handed 
it  over to liberal-Stalinist "c iv il liberties”  bodies. The latter, as 
is their nature, debased the whole struggle to more or less mean­
ingless court battles. Hague’s plug-ugliesjwielded their clubs and 
black-jacks on the streets of Jersey City where the issue is really 
decided.

The high-placed comedians from Washington, who were 
assigned the task o f restoring free speech in Hague’s domain, 
couldn’t find their way to Journal Square and had no organized 
workers’ force to protect them i f  they had arrived. The publicity 
attending the intervention of Norman Thomas overshadowed the 
one fact of paramount significance: There was no organized force 
o f Jersey City workers prepared to defend the meeting. But a 
Workers’ Defense Guard, the one factor so far lacking, is precise­
ly the factor necessary for the beginning of a real fight. Only the 
Workers’ Defense Guard, surrounded by the sympathy and sup­
port of the workers’ mass organizations, can smash incipient 
American fascism— for that is what Hagueism is— and safeguard 
the workers’ rights in Jersey City.

Business Interests Behind Hague
Tire experience of the past weeks have shown that Hagueism 

is capable of organizing the entire apparatus o f the city admin­
istration, its police and unofficial thugs, veteran’s organizations, 
and all forces of reaction, together with a considerable section 
of the local population. It is likewise quite obvioiis that "busi­
ness," which is the real beneficiary o f Hague’s anti-labor cam­
paign, is solidly behind him. It  is not for nothing that Jersey 
City’s official slogan is: "Everything for Business.”

Under these‘circumstances, it is, to say the least, quite naive 
to imagine that individuals coming from the outside, or a few 
dozen, or even a few hundred people from New York, can se­
riously challenge the Hague reaction on its home ground and 
overthrow it. On the contrary, the sad fiasco of the comic-opera 
congressional heroes from Washington is proof that , we are deal­
ing here with something far more serious tthan the incidental 
and irrational actions o f a local Führer. The failure to line up at 
least the local C.I.O. organizations for serious resistance, for the 
protection of speakers and o f meetings, reduces any outside in ­
tervention in the situation to the status of a more or less mean­
ingless sally, doomed to defeat in advance.

Publicity Stunts Helped Hague
On the basis o f the experiences o f the past week, it can be 

said with certainty that all such adventuristic publicity stunts 
have only succeeded in playing into Hague’s hands and strength­
ening his appeal to local prejudices against the "iavasion”  of 
outsiders. Speakers, and even groups, from the outside can play 
an auxiliary and stimulating role*in a serious struggle; provided 
only, however, that their intervention is based upon solid support 
of a section of the workers in Jersey City and that the brunt and 
burden of the fight is borne by organized workers and their de­
fense squads. A  serious challenge to Hagueism can only begin 
with a movement inside the ranks of the Jersey City trade unions 
for stern resistance to Hague and his hoodlums, official and un­
official. That is the lesson of Italy, Germany and Austria. Fascism 
fears no "scandal" and is not to be bluffed. It has to be beaten 
down.

It is not sufficient to denounce Hague as a violator o f the 
Constitution and its B ill of Rights. These documents are sacred 
only for the dupes of capitalist propaganda, not for the real 
masters themselves. The workers in reality have only such rights 
as they are ready and able to defend with their own strength. Ev­
erything else under the subject o f democratic rights is a lie. 
Hague, the authentic American fascist, answers all palaver with 
brutal force. For their part, the magnates of industry and finance, 
alarmed by labor’s aggressiveness o f the past few years, cannot 
fa il to notice with satisfaction that all the arguments in court and 
all the pious sermons and editorials about the Constitution carry

(C on tinued  on page 4)

"Socialist”  Dies

O TT O  B A U E R

DEATH CLAIMS 
OTTO BAUER IN 
FRENCH EXILE
Austro-Marxist Leader Dies 

After Spending Life 
In Betrayal

O tto  B auer, th e  o u ts ta n d in g  
th e o r is t and p o lit ic a l leader o f 
the  A u s tr ia n  soc ia l dem ocracy, 
d ied  on J u ly  4, 1938, a t  th e  age o f 
57, in  ex ile  in  P a ris .

A lre a d y  p ro m in e n t in  th e  p re ­
w a r days o f V ic to r  A d le r, he was 
am ong  th e  so c ia l-p a tr io ts  w ho  
supported  the  A u s tro -H u n g a r ia n  
m o n a rch y  in  the W o r ld  W a r. 
W hen  th e  m o n a rch y  collapsed 
lik e  a  ro tte n  h u lk , desp ite  a l l  the  
e ffo rts  o f  the  soc ia l dem ocracy to 
b o l s t e r  i t  up , B a u e r became 
fo re ig n  m in is te r  in  th e  f ir s t  soc ia l­
is t cab in e t w h ich  came in to  be ing 
w ith  the  d e c la ra tio n  o f th e  
repub lic .

B it te r  A n tl-B o ls h e v lk
T h ro u g h o u t th e  e a rly  yea rs  o f 

the  rep u b lic , B aue r, b it te r  a n ti-  
B o lsh e v ik , conce n tra te d  a ll  h is  
e ffo rts  in  th e  w o rk  o f pe rsuad ing  
the  A u s tr ia n  p ro le ta r ia t to  to le r ­
a te  the  c a p ita lis t  o rde r, on the  
g ro u n d  th a t  a re v o lu tio n  in  the  
c o u n try  w o u ld  n o t m eet w ith  th e  
a p p ro va l o f the A ll ie d  powers.

W hen  the  H u n g a r ia n  S ovie t 
re v o lu tio n  b ro ke  o u t in  1919, 
B a u e r led th e  A u s tr ia n  socia l 
dem ocracy in  sabo tag ing  th e  de­
fense o f  the  H u n g a ria n  C om m une, 
beleaguered b y  re a c tio n  on a ll  
sides, p e rish in g  fo r  la c k  o f  the 
m il i ta ry  supp lies w h ic h  th e  A u s ­
tr ia n  soc ia l dem ocracy w as in  a 
p o s itio n  to  fu rn is h  i t  w ith .

P h ilo so p h e r o f the  school o f 
"A u s tro -M a rx is m ” , the  essence o f 
whose w isd o m  consisted in  f in d ­
in g  re v o lu tio n a ry  fo rm u la s  to  
cover p a ss iv ity , re tre a t and  c a p it­
u la tio n  in  perm anence, B a u e r led 
th e  A u s tr ia n  p ro le ta r ia t s tra ig h t  
to ’ i ts  C a lv a ry . In  sp ite  o f  the  ob­
v ious  lessons o f  the  d e fea t o f the  
G erm an w o rk in g  class in  1933, 
B a u e r co n tin ue d  to  pursue  the  
fa ta l p o lic y  o f h is  colleagues in  
G erm any.

P o lic y  o f  D e fe a t
Ins tead  o f p re p a r in g  and o rg a n ­

iz in g  the  m il i ta n t  res is tance  o f 
th e  A u s tr ia n  w o rk e rs  to  fasc ism , 
B a u e r spen t a ll h is  tim e  t r y in g  to 
bu y  o ff th e  a d va n c in g  fa sc is t 
m ovem ent w ith  assurances o f  the 
devo tion  and  subservience o f the  
soc ia l dem ocracy. In  h is  b rochu re  
on th e  F e b ru a ry , 1934 c iv i l  w a r, 

(C on tinued  on page 4)

T he  A m e rica n  F un d  fo r  P o lit ­
ic a l P riso n e rs  and Refugees w i l l  
s h o rt ly  have fu n c t io n in g  loca l 
com m ittees  in  eve ry  im p o r ta n t 
c ity  in  the c o u n try . C om m ittees 
have been set up o r a re  in  the  
process o f fo rm a tio n  in  Chicago, 
St. * L o u is , P h ila d e lp h ia , Toledo, 
D e tro it,  N e w  Y o rk , N e w a rk  and 
A lle n to w n .

D ave B u rb a n k  w r ite s  fro m  S i 
L o u is  th a t  th e y  w i l l  u n d e rta k e  to  
ra ise  a fu n d  to  b r in g  one p o lit ic a l 
re fugee fro m  E urope. Good luck , 
St. L o u is ! W h ic h  o th e r loca l com ­
m itte e  w i l l  do the same?

T he  response to  th e  f i r s t  m a il­
in g  by the  A m e ric a n  F u n d  is 
m ore th a n  encourag ing  and  in ­
d ica tes th a t  the re  is a  re a l in te r ­
est in  the  fa te  o f ou r ex iled  and  
persecuted com rades in  E urope .

B y  W A L T E R  K R IV IT S K Y
U n d e r th e  pressure o f  to r tu r in g  

in te rro g a tio n s , ca rr ie d  o u t o ve r a 
p e rio d  o f m on ths, and even years, 
th e  accused, a p re y  to  th re a ts  o f 
hunger, end by con fess ing  a ll  th a t 
is  dem anded o f them . T he re  are  
some, how ever, w hom  they  do n o t 
succeed in  b re a k in g . T he re  w ere  
tw o  -of th is  type  on the  eve o f the  
f ir s t  M oscow  t r ia l :  M ra tc h k o v s k y  
and S m irn ov .

B u t  the  G.P.U. kn e w  th a t  S ta lin  
d id  n o t w a n t a  t r ia l  w ith o u t  these 
tw o . As a  la s t reso rt, the re fo re , 
the  G .P.U . decided to  tu rn  ove r 
these tw o  unm anageable  p ris o n ­
ers to  th e ir  m ost experienced 
po lice  m ag is tra te s . I  re co u n t here 
the  in te rro g a tio n  o f M ra tc h k o v ­
sky , as i t  w as to ld  to  me by one 
o f these m ag is tra te s , S lu tsky .

T he  In q u is it io n
“ W hen  I  com m enced th e  ques­

tio n in g , I  w as clean shaven,”  
S lu ts k y  declared. “ W hen  I  fin ished  
it ,  m y  face was covered w ith  a 
beard. T he  e x a m in a tio n  lasted 90 
hours. E ve ry  tw o  o r th ree  hours  
cam e th e  re len tless r in g  o f the 
te lephone fro m  the  o ffice  o f 
S ta lin 's  secre ta ry , and a vo ice 
asked m e: ‘W e ll, have you  b ro ke n  
h im ? ” ’

‘‘B u t’,”  I  asked S lu tsky , “ d id  you 
re m a in  in  y o u r o ffice  a l l  th is  
tim e , w ith o u t le a v in g  i t ? ”

“ No, a f te r  the  f i r s t  te n  hours , I  
to o k  tw o  hours  o f  rest, d u r in g  
w h ic h  t im e  m y  se c re ta ry  rep laced 
me. M ra tc h k o v s k y , d u r in g  these 
90 hours, d id  n o t have a s ing le  
m om e n t o f resp ite . E ven  w hen  he 
w e n t to  the  to i le t  he w as accom ­
pan ied.”

S lu ts k y 's  T a s k
I  shou ld  m en tio n , to  c h a ra c te r­

ize S lu tsky , th a t  a lth o u g h  he was 
an  old co lla b o ra to r  o f the  G .P.U., 
he had rem a ined  a m an w ho was 
good and s incere  a cco rd in g  to  h is  
lig h ts , one o f  those  o ld  C hek is ts  
fo r  w h o m  a M ra tc h k o v s k y  was 
an in c a rn a tio n  o f the  past o f th e  
re v o lu tio n  and m erite d  an un- 
shakeab le  respect. B u t S lu ts k y  
was fo rced  to  repress these se n ti­
m ents. H e  had to  b re a k  M ra tc h ­
ko vsky . H is  s to ry  con tin ue d  as 
fo llo w s :

“M ra tc h k o v s k y  en tered  lim p in g  
h e a v ily  (a  re s u lt o f  a w ound 
rece ived in  the  c iv i l  w a r ) .  I  
o ffered h im  an a rm -c h a ir.

“  'S it dow n, com rade M ra tc h ­
k o v s k y .’

“ H e  sa t dow n. I  sa id to  h im :
“  ‘W e ll,  com rade M ra tc h k o v s k y , 

I  have received o rders, to  question 
you.'

“ H e  re p lie d : ‘I  have n o th in g  to

L o ca l com m ittees  are u rged  to  
push the  w o rk  in  th e ir  c ity  ener­
g e tic a lly  b y  pe rsona l so lic ita tio n s , 
c irc u la r iz a t io n  o f  loca l lis ts , and 
a ffa irs . Keep the  o ffice  o f the 
A m e ric a n  F u n d  in fo rm e d  o f y o u r 
p lans.

P re v io u s  issues o f  the  A ppea l 
announced the  fa c t  th a t  th e  A m e ­
r ic a n  F u n d  was in s tru m e n ta l in  
o b ta in in g  asy lu m  fo r  tw o  com ­
rades w ho  escaped fro m  N az i 
G erm any, b u t  th a t  passage m oney 
w as s t i l l  needed in  one case. The  
co m m itte e  no w  states th a t  they  
have sen t the  necessary m oney to 
ta ke  care  o f  th is  case. O th e r 
eq u a lly  im p o r ta n t  cases, how ever, 
s t i l l  press fo r  a tte n t io n  and a ll 
fr ie n d s  are  urged to  rush  funds  
and co lle c tio n  lis ts  to  the  o ffice  o f 
the  A m e ric a n  F und , R oom  1609, 
100 F i f th  Avenue, N e w  Y o rk  C ity .

te ll yo u  and  I  do n o t w a n t to  
have an y  conve rsa tio n  w ith  you. 
Y ou  a re  one o f those po licem en 
w ho  are  w orse th a n  those o f the  
Czar. A n d  in  th e  f ir s t  place, te ll 
m e w h a t r ig h t  yo u  have to ques­
t io n  me. W he re  w ere  you d u r in g  
the  re v o lu tio n ?  I t  seems to  me 
th a t  I  do n o t recognize you .’ 

“ N o tic in g  tw o  O rde rs  o f the 
R ed F la g  on m y  chest, M ra tc h ­
k o v s k y  sa id : 1  neve r saw  y o u r 
typ e  a t  the  fro n t .  These decora­
tions—you  have  s to len  them .’

“ I  rem a ined  s ile n t; I  d id  n o t 
in te r ru p t  h im ; I  le t h im  say w h a t 
was on h is  h e a rt. H e con tinued :

“  ‘Y ou  ca ll me com rade M ra tc h ­
kovsky , a lth o u g h  o n ly  yeste rday 
one o f  y o u r i lk ,  in  in te r ro g a tin g  
me, ca lled m e re p t ile  and co u n te r­
re v o lu tio n a ry . I  w as b o rn  in  S i­
b e ria ; m y  fa th e r  d ied  in  S iberia , 
m y  m o th e r also. I  have been in  
the p a rty  since m y  in fa n c y .’

A  W a r r io r ’s W ounds 
“ Sudden ly he rose, b ru s k ly  u n ­

b u ttoned  h is  blouse and showed 
me h is  w ounds. ‘H e re  a re  m y  
d e co ra tio n s !’ I  co n tin ue d  s ile n t. I  
had some tea  b ro u g h t and o ffered 
h im  a  glass. I  o ffered h im  some 
c iga re ttes . H e  to o k  th e  g lass and 
the  a s h -tra y  and  dashed th e m  
v io le n t ly  to  the  floo r, sh o u tin g :

“  ‘Y ou  w a n t to  b u y  m e? Y ou  
can te ll S ta lin  th a t  I  despise h im . 
H e is a t ra ito r .  T h e y  have  a lrea d y  
ta k e n  m e to  M o lo to v . He, too, 
w an ted  to  bu y  me, b u t I  spa t in  
h is  fa c e . . . ’

“ W hen  he had said e v e ry th in g  
he had to  say, I  rose and began 
to  re p ly  to  h im : ‘No, com rade 
M ra tc h k o v s k y , I  d id  n o t s tea l m y  
deco ra tions. I  earned them  in  the  
Red' A rm y , be fo re  T a sh ke n t, 
w here  I  fo u g h t u n d e r y o u r com ­
m and. I  do n o t cons ide r m y s e lf a 
re p tile , n o r you  e ith e r. B u t d id  
you  f ig h t a g a in s t the p a rty ?  T h is  
you d id , and,' w e ll, the  p a r ty  has 
o rdered  me today  to  question  you. 
A s  to  w ounds, you  can see ( I  
showed h im  those on m y  body) 
these a re  a lso souve n irs  o f the 
c iv i l  w a r . '

“ M ra tc h k o v s k y  w as s i l e n t ,  
lis tened, and then  re p lie d : ‘I  do 
n o t believe you. W h e re  a re  y o u r 
p ro o fs? ’

S lu ts k y ’s B io g ra p h y  
“ I  had h im  read m y  b io g ra p h y  

and co n tin ue d : ‘A f te r  the  c iv i l  
w a r, I  w o rked  in  the  re v o lu tio n ­
a ry  tr ib u n a l.  F o llo w in g  th is , the  
p a rty  sen t me in to  the  G .P.U . I  
rem a ined  the re  and executed the  
o rde rs  o f the  p a rty . W hen  the  
p a r ty  te lls  me to  die, I  sh a ll die...’ 

"M ra tc h k o v s k y  in te rru p te d  m e: 
‘No, you  have become a  po lice ­
m an. A l l  the  same, I  see th a t  you 
s t i l l  re ta in  a s o u l. . . ’

“ A t  th is  m om e n t I  understood  
th a t  c o n ta c t had been established  
betw een us. T he n  I  began to  ex­
p la in  to  h im  the  s itu a t io n  o f the  
U n io n —fasc ism , the w a r  danger... 
I  sa id  th a t  p e rsona lly . I  w as fu l ly  
convinced  th a t  he, h im s e lf, was 
n o t a co u n te r-re v o lu tio n a ry , b u t 
th a t  I  w as g o in g  to  show  h im  ho w  
fa r  h is  com rades had sunk,— and 
I  b ro u g h t o u t the  depos itions o f 
the  o thers.

M en  W ith o u t H ope

“ T hu s  passed th ree  days d u r in g  
w h ic h  M ra tc h k o v s k y  d id  n o t sleep 
fo r  a s ing le  m om ent. F o r  th ree  
days and  th re e  n ig h ts  I  fo u g h t 
h im . As fo r  m yse lf, d u r in g  these 
th re e  days, I  had a t  th e  m ost 
th re e  o r fo u r  h o u rs  o f  sleep. I  led 
h im  to such a p o in t th a t  he w ept. 
H e  w e p t w ith  me w h ile  s ta tin g  
th a t  e v e ry th in g  w as lo s t and th a t  
the re  w as no hope le ft.

(C on tinued  on  page 3)

Refugee Fund Sends Sum To
A id  Persecuted In  Europe

Stalin 's Third Degree 
Methods Are Revealed 

By Former GPU Agent
Story of 90-hour G rilling of Mratchkovsky Gives 

Insight Into Moscow "Confession” Trials;
Torture Ends W ith Capitulation

Editorial Note— The following highly moving and dramatic 
account of the technique employed by Stalin's G.P.U. in breaking 
down the Old Bolshevik Mratchkovsky and forcing him to "confess" 
to crimes he never committed, has been penned by W alter Krivit- 
sky, former high official of the G.P.U. who broke with the Stalin 
regime a few months ago and sought safety in France.

W e  reproduce it from La Lutte Ouvrier, organ of the 
Revolutionary Socialist Party of Belgium (Fourth International) 
which in turn reprinted it„from Le Courrier Socialiste, organ of the 
Paris Menshevik group to which Krivitsky now belongs.

Krivitsky was a close friend of the late Ignace Reiss, also a 
G.P.U. operative, who was foully murdered by G.P.U. assassins 
near Lausanne, Switzerland, last year after he had broken with 
Stalin's bloody regime.

Mratchkovsky, it will be recalled, was one of the defendants 
in the Moscow "confession" trial of August, 1936. He was 
executed with the other defendants, including I. N . Smirnov, who 
is also referred to in this dramatic story by Krivitsky.

Krivitsky's story is a word-for-word reproduction of a con­
versation he had with Slutsky, another prominent G.P.U. function­
ary, who "died" in Moscow recently under "mysterious" circum­
stances. That Slutsky, like Reiss, was foully murdered on Stalin's 
orders, there can be no doubt.

N.Y. Unions 
H it Court 
Picket Ban

Anti-Labor Injunction 
Fought: 14-Are Held 

For Contempt

N E W  Y O R K .— L a b o r responded 
v ig o ro u s ly  to  a  v ic io u s  a n ti-u n io n  
in ju n c t io n  issued la s t week by 
Suprem e C o u rt Ju s tice  S a lva to re  
A. C o tillo , p e rm a n e n tly  re s tra in ­
in g  m em bers o f  tw o  un ions, the  
U n ite d  O p tic a l W o rk e rs  and the 
U n ite d  R e ta il E m p loyes, fro m  
p ic k e tin g  s to res o f the  Busch 
J e w e lry  C om pany and its  a f f i l i ­
ates. S tr ik in g  w o rk e rs  defied th e  
in ju n c t io n  and co n tinued  to  p icke t 
fo r  tw o  days.

A f te r  th e  A p p e lla te  D iv is io n  
u n a n im o u s ly  dec lined  an a p p lic ­
a tio n  fo r  a s ta y  o f th e  in ju n c tio n , 
and 14 m em bers o f the  un ions  
w ere  placed on t r ia l  fo r  con tem pt, 
p icke ts  w ere  w ith d ra w n  fro m  the  
stores and  rep laced b y  ro v in g  
bands o f s tr ik e rs  and  s ym p a th iz ­
ers w h o  paraded th ro u g h  th e  
s tree ts  o f N ew  Y o rk  p u b lic iz in g  
th e  s tr ik e .

M ob ile  P ic k e tin g
O ver th e  ho lidays, th e  ro v in g  

p icke ts  conce n tra te d  on tra n s ­
p o rta t io n  te rm in a ls  and v is ite d  
the  crow ded  beaches and reso rts , 
b e a rin g  banners  and p laca rds 
c a llin g  fo r  s u p p o rt o f th e  B usch  
s tr ik e rs . A n  u n u sua l tw is t  in  
s tr ik e  a c t iv it ie s  w as used on the 
F o u r th  o f J u ly  w hen an  a irp la n e  
flew  ove r th e  c ity , t r a i l in g  a  huge 
banner a n n o u n c in g  th a t  Busch 
stores a re  on s tr ik e .

T he  in ju n c t io n  g ra n te d  by Ju s ­
tice  C o tillo  in  fa v o r o f the Busch 
com pany represen ts a g rave  da n ­
ge r to  o rgan ized  labo r in  N e w  
Y o rk , as its  e ffec t is  to  n u l l i fy  the  
A n ) ,i- In ju n c tio n  L a w , w h ic h  fo r ­
b ids th e  Issuance o f  in ju n c t io n s  
a g a in s t p ic k e tin g . In  defense o f 
the  in ju n c t io n , Ju s tice  C o tillo  de­
c la red  th a t  s tr ik e rs  p ic k e tin g  the 
B usch  stores em ployed ille g a l 
m ethods and  c o n s titu te d  a m en­
ace to  th e  peace o f th e  com m un­
ity .

Judge On P ic k e tin g
Ju s tice  C o tillo , w ho  pers is ts  in  

c a llin g  h im s e lf “ a f r i e n d  o f 
la b o r,”  gave h is  p e c u lia r v ie w  o f 
p ic k e tin g  w hen  he sa id : “ P ic k e t­
in g  shou ld  neve r be abused o r 
used as a  c lo a k  o r weapon to  
d r iv e  c a p ita l in to  m a k in g  an u n ­
reasonable b a rg a in .”  T h is  a tt itu d e  
m e t w ith  th e  a p p ro b a tio n  o f the 
B usch  C o rpo ra tio n , and  one o f 
th e ir  a tto rn e ys  dec la red : “ The  
co u rts  o f N e w  Y o rk  S ta te  a p p a r­
e n tly  are  the  o n ly  haven fo r  bus­
iness people, the  em ployers o f the 
S ta te .”

A  w id e  cam pa ign  a g a in s t the 
in ju n c t io n  Is p lanned by o rg a n ­
ized labo r, w ith  un ions, b o th  A . 
F . o f  L . and  C.I.O., p ledged to  
p a rt ic ip a te  in  e ffo rts  to  have i t  
rescinded. A  conference o f un ions 
and la b o r a tto rn e ys  w as p lanned 
fo r  th is  week.

M eanw h ile , mass de m o n s tra ­
tio n s  and  co n tin ue d  p ic k e tin g  are  
scheduled b y  the  tw o  un ions h it  
by  the  in ju n c t io n .

OHIO TEACHERS 
SUPPORT FIGHT 

FOR FRED BEAL
The O h io  S ta te  F e d e ra tio n  o f 

Teachers has adopted a fo rm a l 
re s o lu tio n  “ de m a n d in g  th e  im ­
m ed ia te  pa rdon  o f F re d  E . B ea l 
and g iv in g  endorsem en t to  h is  
f ig h t fo r  freedom .”  B ea l, w h o  led 
the  G aston ia , N . C. te x t ile  w o rk ­
ers ’ s tr ik e  in  1929, is n o w  in  
p riso n  in  th a t  sta te .

I n  a n n o u n c in g  the  a c tio n  o f the  
O h io  teachers ’ o rg a n iza tio n , the  
N o n -P a rtis a n  C om m ittee  fo r  the 
D efense o f F re d  E . Beal, w ith  
headqua rte rs  in  N e w  Y o rk , de­
c la red  th a t  i t  was “ o n ly  one o f an 
in c re a s in g ly  la rge  n u m b e r o f la b o r 
and  p rog ress ive  g roups ra l ly in g  
to  the  e ffo r t  to  lib e ra te  the  labo r 
leader.”

T he  co m m itte e  in d ica te d  th a t  
L o u is  W a ld m an , w e ll-k n o w n  la b o r 
la w ye r, re c e n tly  spent some tim e  
in  N o r th  C a ro lin a  in  b e h a lf o f  the  
B ea l defense, c o n fe r r in g  w ith  
m an y  persons in te res ted  in  ob­
ta in in g  ju s tic e  fo r  th e  im p risoned  
s tr ik e  leader. H e  also v is ite d  B ea l 
in  p rison . P re p a ra tio n s  are  u nder 
w ay, i t  w as sta ted  a f te r  W a ld - 
m a n ’s re tu rn , fo r  lega l steps lo o k ­

in g  to w a rd  a pa rdon .

SPOTLIGHT IS 
PLAYED ON JOB 
SECURITY PLAN

Survey Bares Hopeless Inadequacy of Pet New Deal 
Insurance Measure; Beneficiaries Number 

Only Fraction of Workless

DOLES DROP AS NEEDS INCREASE
The American Association for Social Security has analyzed the 

results o f the first quarter of New Deal liberalism's unemployment 
and old age insurance, January 1 to March 31, 1938, and found 
that its program in this field is anti-social and in every conceivable 
aspect worse than home relief.

The only "success”  that can be registered is the issuance o f 38,- 
000,000 social security numbers by a newly-created, superfluous 
bureaucracy of 13,890 employees in 19 states, (which is five times 
more per insured person than has been found necessary in capitalist 
Britain) and the collection by the United States Treasury of $577,- 
450,100 as compared w ith $2,935,829 paid to the lump-sum recipi­
ents of old-age benefits.

M is e rly  P aym en ts
T he  average c u m u la tiv e  pay­

m en t to  114,927 persons w h o  had 
reached th e  age o f  65, and to  th e  
estates o f  those w ho  d ied, w as b u t I 
529.80 a f te r  15 m on th s  o f c o n tr i­
b u tio n  paym ents. W h ile  one N ew  
Y o rk  execu tive  w ho  w o rke d  fo r  
seven co rp o ra tio n s  s im u ltan e o u s ­
ly , and co n tin ue d  to  do so, re ­
ceived $1,001.67 on re a c h in g  the  
age o f 65, th e re  w ere  paym en ts  
be low  ten cents. T hus, aside fro m  
the  fa c t  th a t  $29.80 m a y  keep a 
d e s titu te  fa m ily  o ff th e  re l ie f  ro lls  
fo r  a b o u t tw o  weeks, a b o u t $197 
o f  th e  w o rk e r ’s p u rch a s in g  pow er

RELIEF PROBE 
IS SLATED FOR 

NEW Y ORK
Boss Politicians Seeking to 

Chisel Payments As 
Crisis Deepens

T w o  separa te  assau lts  have 
la te ly  been launched  upon th e  l iv ­
in g  s tanda rds  o f the  unem ployed  
in  N e w  Y o rk  State.

On June  14, the  C ity  C o u n c il o f 
N e w  Y o rk  passed a re s o lu tio n  fo r  
in v e s tig a tin g  re l ie f  “ w ith  p a r t ic ­
u la r  a tte n t io n  to  the  a c t iv it ie s  o f 
the  W o rk e rs ’ A ll ia n c e .”  I t  was 
proposed by  a R epu b lica n  w ho  
had been elected w ith  th e  s u p p o rt 
o f the A m e ric a n  L a b o r P a r ty .

O n June  23, the  s ta te  g o ve rn o r 
ca lled  fo r  “ a  pu rge  o f the  re l ie f 
ro lls  th ro u g h o u t the  s ta te .”  T h is  
proposa l cam e fro m  a D e m o c ra tic  
g o ve rno r. H e, too, had been p u t 
in to  o ffice  by the  su p p o rt and 
votes o f  the A m e ric a n  L a b o r 
P a r ty . .

R u lin g  Class H yp o c ris y
B o th  assau lts  a re  in va lu a b le  

lessons to  the  w o rk e rs  on the 
n a tu re  o f p o lit ic s . T h e y  show  the 
h y p o c ris y  th a t  perm eates th e  
cam pa ign  p rom ises o f b o th  D em o­
c ra ts  and R epub licans. T he y  te a r 
o ff th e  m ask  o f  lib e ra lis m  and 
fr ie n d s h ip  fo r  la b o r w h ic h  ca p i­
ta l is t  p o lit ic ia n s  p u t on in  o rd e r 
to  c a tch  the la b o r vote . T he y  
show  b o th  p a rtie s  as rep resen ta ­
tive s  o f  th e  bosses w h o  serve th e ir  
m aste rs  b y  a tta c k in g  th e  wages 

(C on tinued  on page 2)

w as ta ke n  fro m  h im  fo r  eve ry  
d o lla r  spen t fo r  o ld  age insu rance .

N o t one s in g le  c la im  o f  the 
S ocia l S e c u r ity  B o a rd  has been 
ju s tif ie d . F ro m  D ecem ber, 1937 to  
M a rc h  1938 th e  em p lo ym e n t in d çx  
fo r  m a n u fa c tu r in g  fe ll f ro m  88.6 
to  81.7 and fro m  56.4 to  51.9 fo r  
Class One ra ilro a d s . R e ta il tra d e  
w as a lso s h o w in g  increased u n ­
em p loym en t.. A c c o rd in g  to  the 
c la im s  o f  th e  S ocia l S e cu rity  
B oard , u n e m p lo ym e n t insu rance  
shou ld  have p reven ted  an increase 
in  hom e re l ie f  ro lls . Y e t re l ie f 
costs in  M a rc h  increased e ig h t 
pe r cen t o ve r F e b ru a ry , and in  
A p r i l  th re e  p e r cen t above M arch , 
ju s t  a t  the  t im e  w hen  th e  flo w  o f 
u n e m p lo ym e n t checks was a t  its  
peak.

O n ly  900,000 B e n e fit
D u r in g  th e  pe riod  J a n u a ry  1 to  

M a rc h  31, 1938, 1 6 's ta tes rece ived  
2,467,065 c la im s. In  sp ite  o f ap­
p ro v in g  1,339,544 o f  them , th e y  
had b u t 919,550 benefic iaries , 
Thèse bene fic ia ries  rece ived a 
to ta l fo r  the  q u a rte r  o f  $42,641,627 
o r  an average  o f $15.46 each per 
m on th , regard less o f  th e  nu m b e r 
o f dependents in  the  fa m ily . A t  
the  sam e tim e , in  M a rch , the  
n a tio n a l average  o f  hom e re l ie f  
was $23.43 p e r m on th , a lm o s t e ig h t 
d o lla rs  m ore  th a n  th e  average 
u n e m p lo ym e n t in su rance  benefit. 
In  N e w  Y o rk  S ta te , $114.85 w as 
spen t pe r case d u r in g  the f ir s t  
q u a rte r, y e t u n e m p lo ym e n t in s u r­
ance benefits  am oun ted  to  o n ly  
$56.97,, o r  less th a n  h a lf ,  fo r  the  
same pe riod .

As in  th e  case o f o ld  age in s u r­
ance, the  n a tio n a l and s ta te  gov­
e rnm en ts  had huge surp luses in  
th e ir  trea su rie s  as a g a in s t m eagre 
sum s re tu rn e d  to  th e  w o rk e rs  in  
the  fo rm  o f u n e m p lo ym e n t in s u r ­
ance. The  U n ite d  S tates T re a s u ry  
on M a rc h  31 had  a ba lance in  its  
U n e m p lo ym e n t T ru s t  F und , fro m  
taxes co llec ted  fo r  tw o  years, o f 
o ve r $753,000,000 ; 21 sta tes and th e  
D is t r ic t  o f  C o lu m b ia  had  a b a l­
ance o f ove r $17,000,000 in  a c tu a lly  
co llec ted  taxes alone.

T he  S ta te  T re a s u re r o f M as­
sachusetts  p re d ic te d  in  M a y  o f  
th is  ye a r th a t  b y  th e  end o f 1938 
co lle c tio n s  in  h i s  s ta te  w ou ld  
a m o u n t to  $80,000,000, w hereas 
o n ly  $20,000,000 w ou ld  be expended 
in  benefits . As the  u n e m p lo ym e n t 
in su ra n ce  ta x  is  lev ied  on em p loy­
ers ’ p a y ro lls , i t  is  in e v ita b ly  passed 
on to  the  consum er in  th e  fo rm  
o f  a  p rice  increase. T hu s  th e  gov- 

(C on tinued  on page 2)

Alleged P lot To K i l l  Labor 
Leaders Is Exposed In  M inneapolis

M IN N E A P O L IS .— C harges th a t  
a fu n d  o f $35,000 w as ra ised  to  
im p o r t  gunm en  to  assassinate 
th ree  leaders o f G enera l D r iv e rs ’ 
L o ca l 544 w ere  m ade la s t w eek 
by  a fo rm e r agen t o f  re a c tio n a ry  
em ployers, a c c o r d i n g  to  the 
N o rth w e s t O rga n ize r, o rgan  o f 
M in ne a p o lis  team sters.

In  a s ta te m e n t to  G ra n t and 
V in c e n t D unne  and C a rl Skog- 
lund , leaders o f  L o ca l 544, R a lp h  
H . P ie rce  accused G eorge K . B e l- 
den, head o f the  A ssocia ted I n ­
dustries , successor to  th e  n o to ­
r io u s  C itizens A llia n c e , o f  be ing  
in  d ire c t cha rge  o f  ra is in g  the 
m oney and  p la n n in g  th e  m urde rs , 
w h ic h  w ere  to  ta k e  place th e  day 
a f te r  P ie rce ’s reve la tions .

A rm s  D iscovered  
P ress re p o rts  o f th a t  day sta ted 

th a t  po lice  fo u nd  a c a r c o n ta in ­
in g  tw o  h igh -p o w e red  r if le s  w ith  
te lescop ic  s ig h ts  n e a r th e  Cen­
t r a l L a b o r U n io n  offices.

P ie rce  f ir s t  to ld  h is  s to ry  to  L .
I B oerbach , p a in te rs  u n io n  o ffic ia l, 

w ho  p ro m p tly  in fo rm e d  th e  D u n -

nes. T he  d r iv e rs ' u n io n  o ffice rs  
fo u nd  P ie rce  and que ried  h im  fo r  
fu r th e r  d e ta ils  o f  th e  m u rd e r 
p lo t. P ie rce  w as u n t i l  re c e n tly  
one o f  th e  to p  leaders o f  th e  "A s ­
soc ia ted  In d ep e n d e n t U n ions ,”  an 
o rg a n iz a tio n  in sp ire d  by the 
bosses in  an  e ffo r t  to  s p lit  and 
de s tro y  th e  m il i ta n t  la b o r m ove­
m e n t o f M inneapo lis .

P ie rce  A rre s te d
W hen  he learned  o f th e  m u r­

d e r p lo t, P ie rce  said, he b ro ke  
w ith  F . L . T a y lo r  and E . T . Lee, 
leaders o f th e  f in k  o rg an iza tions . 
H e feared  re ta lia t io n  fro m  them , 
and asked the  d r iv e rs ’ o ffic ia ls  
fo r  m oney to  g e t o u t o f to w n .

'T h e  D unnes and S kog lund  re ­
fused h im  m oney and tu rn e d  the 
in fo rm a tio n  ove r to  th e  police. 
The  po lice  a rre s te d  P ie rce  on a  
cha rge  o f  b reach  o f  the  peace, 
b u t no im m e d ia te  e ffo rts  w ere  
m ade to  question  a n y  o f th e  pe r­
sons invo lve d  in  th e  a llega tions . 
T he  press, too, k e p t a d isc ree t s i­
lence, n a m in g  none o f  th e  em ­
p loye rs  invo lved .
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Stalinists Try To Frame 
Oak In  Workers Alliance
N E W  Y o rk .— L is to n  M . O ak, a 

jo u rn a lis t  a c tiv e  in  th e  la b o r and 
re v o lu tio n a ry  m ovem en t fo r  20 
years, w as “ t r i e d ”  and  fo u n d  
“ g u i l ty ”  o f be ing  a  " fa s c is t spy”  by 
L o c a l 1700 o f th e  C om m un is t- 
do m in a te d  W o rk e rs  A ll ia n c e  on 
Jun e  23. In  tru e  M oscow  T r ia l  
fa sh io n , O ak w as n o t p e rm itte d  
to  appear to  answ er th e  charges 
n o r to  s u b m it evidence o f h is  
a n t i- fa s c is t a c tiv it ie s .

A t  th e  M a y  12 m e e tin g  o f L o ca l 
1700, fo u r  S ta lin is ts , Jam es H a w ­
th o rn e , So l B e cke r, Sam  B ro d y  
and  Abe N ew m an, declared th a t  
O ak, w h o  had  ju s t  been placed on 
th e  F ede ra l W r ite rs  P ro je c t, had 
gone to  R uss ia  and S pain  in  1936 
and  1937 as a spy. A  co m m itte e  
co n s is tin g  o f Sol B ecke r, T o w n ­
send R ice  and M rs . U lm a r  w as 
appo in ted  to  “ in v e s tig a te " the  
charges.

C harges B y  M a jo r ity
The m a jo r ity  re p o r t o f  th is  

co m m itte e  asserted th a t  O ak u t i l ­
ized h is  p o s itio n  as d ire c to r  o f 
p ropaganda  fo r  th e  S p a n i s h  
L o y a lis t  G o ve rn m e n t to  c o n ta c t 
“ p ro -F ra n c o ”  o rg a n iza tio n s  —  the  
P.O .U .M . (in de p e n d e n t com m un­
is ts ), th e  C .N .T .-F .A .I. (a n a rc h ­
is ts )  and  C aba lle ro  ( le ft-w in g )  
S oc ia lis ts—and th ro u g h  them  to  
u n d e rm in e  th e  People ’s F ro n t

T he  “ ev idence”  consisted o f  
a rt ic le s  w r it te n  by O ak in  the  
lib e ra l N e w  S ta tesm an and  N a­
t io n  o f  Lo n do n , the  B r i t is h  I n ­
dependent L a b o r P a r ty ’s N e w  
Leader, and the  A m e rica n  Socia l­
is t  C a ll.

A  m in o r ity  re p o r t b y  M rs . U1 
m a r  decla red  these a rt ic le s  d id  
n o t p rove  th e  w r ite r  a  fa s c is t b u t 
showed th a t  he re p u d ia te d  the  
C o m m u n is t P a r ty , o f  w h ic h  he 
had been a m em ber fo r  n in e  
years, because he had become 
conv inced  th a t  its  po lic ie s  and  
ta c tic s  w ere  le a d in g  to  d is ru p tio n  
and de fea t o f th e  a n t i -  fa s c is t 
w o rk e rs  and  peasants.

O a k ’s E v idence  R efused 
T he  evidence O ak o ffered to  sub 

m it, and  w h ic h  the co m m itte e  re ­
fused to  exam ine, inc lu d e d  s ta te -

S pa in  w h ile  O ak w as the re— N o r­
m an  T hom as and  Sam  B a ron , o f 
th e  S o c ia lis t P a r ty , H a r ry  M ilto n , 
o f the  S.W.P., B e r tra m  W o lfe  o f 
th e  Indep e n d e n t C o m m u n i s t  
L a b o r League, Jo h n  M c N a ir  o f 
the B r it is h  I.L .P ., an d  John  Dos 
Passos, n o ve lis t. H e  a lso had s ta te ­
m ents in  h is  b e h a lf fro m  m any 
o u ts ta n d in g  figu res  in  th e  la b o r 
m ovem ent in  th is  c o u n try , rep re ­
sen tin g  eve ry  le ft-w in g  p o lit ic a l 
fa ith ,  except o f course S ta lin ism .

S ince th e  ru le s  o f th e  A llia n c e  
do n o t p e rm it b a rr in g  anyone fo r  
p o lit ic a l v iew s, O ak cou ld  n o t be 
debarred  f ro m  m em bersh ip , b u t 
he w as w a rne d  n o t to  c a rry  on 
“ p ro -F ra n co  p ropaganda ”  in  the 
A llia nce .

Rodney Salisbury

A MODEL REVOLUTIONIST

Govt. Lines Up
Against Truckers |

T he  g o ve rn m e n t is de te rm ined  
to  b re a k  the  C.I.O . t r u c k  d r iv ­
e rs ’ s tr ik e  in  N e w  O rleans. A l ­
ready  100 C.I.O. u n io n is ts  have 
been a rres ted  on va g ra n cy  
charges an d  th re e  C.I.O . lead­
ers wounded. Jo h n  G rosch, a c t­
in g  s u p e rin te n d e n t o f po lice, 
announced th a t  he w as h o ld in g  
tw o  C .I.O . leaders in c o m m u n i­
cado, an d  added:

“ W hen  I  ge t th e  o th e r seven 
leaders o f th e  C .I.O ., I  am  go­
in g  to  ru n  th e m  a l l  o u t o f  tow n . 
T he re  is no room  in  N ew  O r­
leans fo r  the  C .I.O .-C om m un is t 
P a r ty  . . . T hey  a re  p re ach ing  
th a t  Negroes a re  th e  equals 
o f  w h ite  m en . . .”

A id in g  the  bosses and th e ir  
gove rn m e n t, m isgu ided  A .F .L . 
m en have ta k e n  ove r th e  s t r ik ­
ers ’ jobs u n d e r po lice  gua rd . 
T he  boss-governm ent cha llenge  
has, how ever, been s tro n g ly  an ­
sw ered. Some 600 ta x i d r iv e rs  
have answ ered  the  s ym p a th y  
s tr ik e  c a ll o f th e  U n ite d  A u to ­
m ob ile  W o rk e rs  and  th ree  w a ­
te r f r o n t  un ions, th e  In la n d  
B o a tm e n ’s U n io n , th e  In te rn a -  
n a tio n a l Longsho rem en  and the  
N a tio n a l M a r it im e  U n ion , have  

m ents 'b y ^ ^ e l l^ n o v m " a n t i - fa s c is t  re fused  to  hand le  goods tra n s ­
la b o r leaders w h o  had  been i n j  p o rte d  b y  scabs.

Relief Probe 
Is Slated For 
New York City

(C on tinued  f ro m  page 1)
and l iv in g 's ta n da rd s  o f  w o rk e rs  
and  unem ployed.

W hen  th e  A m e ric a n  L a b o r  
P a r ty  votes fo r  c a p ita lis t  p o l i t i ­
c ians, i t  is  s u p p o rtin g  m en w ho  
w i l l  t r y  to  sm ash b o th  unem ­
p loyed  and tra d e  un ions. l i t  is 
s tre n g th e n in g  th e  vfcry in s t ru ­
m en ts  th a t  w o u ld  d e s tro y  w o rk -  
ir fg  class o rg a n iza tio n s , and , u l t i ­
m a te ly , th e  A m e ric a n  L a b o r P a r ty  
its e lf.

T h is  t r u th  becomes c ry s ta l c lea r 
w hen  w e cons ide r th e  N e w  Y o rk  
C ity  in q u iry .

S eek ing  O u t “ W aste ”
I t  proposes to  see "w h e th e r o r 

n o t th e re  is a n y  w aste .”  I t  w a n ts  
to  a sce rta in  “ w h e th e r o r n o t th e  
cost o f a d m in is tra t io n  o f re l ie f  is  j

P .A . jobs fo r  a l l  unem ployed , jobs 
a t  tra d e  u n io n  wages, tra d e  u n io n  
h o u rs  and  tra d e  u n io n  cond itions .

To  th e  c a p ita lis t  p o lit ic ia n s  we 
say: I f  yo u  ca n n o t o r  w i l l  n o t 
in su re  a  decent liv e lih o o d  to  the 
unem ployed, g e t o u t o f y o u r  s o ft 
le g is la tiv e  ch a irs . F o r  th e  w o rk e rs  
C A N  and  W IL L !

SOCIAL SECURITY 
FRAUD IS BARED

(C on tinued  f ro m  page 1)

e rnm en ts  a re  s to r in g  up  huge 
fu n ds  a t th e  expense o f th e  b road ­
est and  poorest sections o f the 
p opu la tion .

L iv in g  S ta n d a rd  Ig n o re d
A side  f ro m  th e  fa c t  th a t  fo r  

no good reason o ld  age and  u n ­
e m p lo ym e n t in su rance  does n o t 
in c lu d e  w o rk e rs  in  no n  - p ro f it  
m a k in g  o rg a n iza tio n s , dom estics 
and fa rm  w o rke rs , b u t  does in ­
c lude  h ig h ly -p a id  execu tives and 
p res iden ts  o f co rp o ra tio n s , th e  
p lan  in  o p e ra tio n  g ives abso lu te ly

B y  C H A R L E S  E . T A Y L O R

(T h e  fo llo w in g  a r t ic le  on th e  dea th  o f  R od ­
ney S a lisb u ry  b y  C om rade T a y lo r ,  one o f  h is  
closest co -w orke rs , co n ta ins  so m uch in te r ­
e s tin g  and In s p ir in g  d e ta il a bou t R odney ’s 
l i fe  and  w o rk  th a t  we have deemed i t  best to  
p u b lish  i t  in  p lace o f th e  a r t ic le  Com rade 
C annon p lanned  to  w r ite .— E d.)
R odney S a lisb u ry  w as a com rade whose place 

ju s t  ca n n o t be fille d  in  th e  g re a t s tru g g le  o f 
the  w o rk e rs  fo r  ju s tic e  and  lib e r ty . T h is  is p a r­
t ic u la r ly  tru e  o f  the a g r ic u ltu ra l w o rk e rs  o f 
w h o m  he w as one, and w hose p rob lem s he u n ­
derstood so w e ll by  reason o f  h is  l i fe  and asso­
c ia tions . I t  seemed to  be a s tran g e  p la y  o f fa te  
th a t  S a lisb u ry  came to  h is  o ld  hom e to w n  and 
co u n ty , the  scene o f m uch  o f  h is  l ife  w o rk , to  
die. H e  had  been do ing  some o rg a n iza tio n a l 
w o rk  fo r  the  F a rm  H o lid a y  A sso c ia tio n  in  N o r th  
D a ko ta . On h is  w a y  back to  W e s te rn  M o n ta n a  
he came to  P le n tyw o o d  to  v is it  com rades and 
o ld  associates, loca l m em bers and sym pa th ize rs  
o f  th e  S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty , o f w h ic h  he was 
a  c h a rte r  m em ber.

T he  o ld  F a rm e r-L a b o r T em ple , even the  g a lle ry , 
w as packed a t  h is  fu n e ra l w ith  old associates, 
w o rk e rs  and fa rm e rs , m an y  o f w hom  had  come 
fro m  long  d istances. The  caske t was b u rie d  in  
flow ers. T he  s im p le  and sincere  eulogies were 
spoken b y  S a lis b u ry ’s o ldest and m os t in t im a te  
fr ie n d s  and  p o lit ic a l associates, P e te r J . G a l­
la g h e r and C harles  E . T a y lo r , w ho  rev iew ed  h is  
l i fe  and w o rk , and  th e  p r in c ip le s  to  w h ic h  he 
was devoted and fo r  w h ic h  he w o rked  w ith  
u n t ir in g  energy and unse lfishness.

A  Son o f th e  Soli
R odney S a lisb u ry  w as b o rn  on a fa rm  a t 

R io , W iscons in , M ay  2, 1888, th e  son o f fa rm e rs , 
poor. W hen  he w as s t i l l  a sm a ll boy, h is  fa th e r  
bund led  the  w ife  and  babies in to  a covered 
w agon  and  w ith  R odney to  he lp  d r iv e  the  
horses w e n t o ve rla n d  to  B rin sm a id e , Benson 
C oun ty , N o r th  D a ko ta . T he re  he to o k  a hom e­
stead on the  v ir g in  p ra ir ie s  and u n d e rto o k  to  
ca rve  o u t a  fa rm  and  hom e fo r  h is  fa m ily  on 
th e  f ro n t ie r ,  as h is  fa th e rs  had done be fo re  h im . 
R odney experienced a ll  th e  h a rd sh ip s  and p r i­
va tio n s  o f  the  average  p ioneer hom esteader’s 
son, p lus  those w h ic h  fa l l  to  the  o jde r son u n d e r 
such c ircum stances.

I n  1909, w hen R odney had ju s t  com e o f age, 
he filed  on a  hom estead near the  v illa g e  o f R a y ­
m ond, b u ilt  h im s e lf a shack, g o t a team  and 
busted th e  sod, as he had he lped h is  fa th e r  do 
a t  B r in sm a id e . H e  w o rke d  in  th e  h a rv e s t fie lds 
and  cooked on the  th re s h in g  r igs . In  the  w in te r  
he cooked in  cafes in  P len tyw o o d , in  th e  s p rin g  
he b ro k e  m ore  sod w ith  h is  ea rn in g s  and  seeded 
m ore  crops. A n d  th is  w as th e  rou n d  o f  h is  life  
as th e  ye a rs  w e n t by.

L in k e d  U p  W ith  th e  I.W .W .
In  1907 he heard  a b o u t the  t r ia ls  o f M oyer, 

H a yw ood , and P e ttibone , o f th e  W e s te rn  F ed­
e ra tio n  o f M ine rs . H e  s ta rte d  to  read  th e  o ld  
A ppea l to  Reason, w h ic h  led th e  f ig h t  in  the  
defense o f  th e  m in e rs ’ o ffic ia ls . H is  sou l ,was 
fired  by th is  t r ia l ,  re p o rts  o f w h ic h  he read  in  
de ta il.

T he  f ir s t  o rg a n iza tio n  R odney S a lisb u ry  ever 
jo in e d  w as th e  In d u s tr ia l W o rk e rs  o f  th e  W o rld  
( I jW .W .). H e  loved th is  o rg a n iza tio n  fo r  w h a t 
i t  had  been to  h is  d y in g  day. I t  w as h is  a lm a  
m ate r.. H e  kn e w  th e  W o b b ly  songs b y  h e a rt.  
H e  jo in e d  th e  a g r ic u ltu ra l section  o f th e  I.W .W . 
s h o rt ly  a f te r  i t  w as crea ted . H e  w as an o rg a n ­
ize r and  loca l leader, and m an y  m ig ra to ry  h a rv ­
est w o rk e rs  s t i l l  rem em ber h im  fro m  coast to  
coast, w h e re ve r o ld -tim e  “ W obb lies ”  can be 
found . T he y  kn e w  h is  courage, d a r in g  and  in i 
t ia t iv e , and  h is  class consciousness and  class 
lo y a lty . T he  n e x t o rg a n iza tio n  he jo in e d  was 
th e  o ld  S o c ia lis t P a r ty . H e rega rded  Eugene 
V ic to r  Debs w ith  g re a t a d m ira tio n , n a m in g  h is  
second son fo r  th e  g re a t S o c ia lis t la b o r leader. 
A g a in  in  the  S o c ia lis t p a r ty  he w as a n  o rg a n ­
izer, and  an in d e fa tig a b le  w o rk e r  and p ropa ­
g a n d is t. A n d  m uch  w as the  J im m ie  H ig g in s  
w o rk  he d id . H e  a lw a ys  had  a d o lla r  fo r  the

COAST UNION 
SPLIT WIDENS 

AFTER PARLEY

cause.
P ro m o te d  a  S o c ia lis t P aper 

I n  h is  e a rly  m anhood R odney m a rr ie d  E m m a
excess ive ”  w h e th e r i t  is w a s te fu l. : no co n s id e ra tio n  to  basic s tand - R y a n . o f M in ne so ta, w ho cam e in to  the  co u n ty  
excessive, __  ___i *__to m rh t f it  thp  school
T he  city  doles o u t an average o f j a rds o f  liv in g . . .. ,
«9 a  m 0n th  to  each o f th e  1,000,000 , P a id  fo r  d ire c t ly  o r in d ire c t ly
I  X  Y o rk  dependent upon ! by  the  poorest sections o f the  pop-
re lie f. T he  in q u iry  is " to  see | u la tio n , th e  benefits, such  as th e y  |
w h e th e r th is  is " e x c e s s i v e ,  
w h e th e r is is w a s te fu l.

1 ! are, accrue  to  those w h o  have  had 
the  m os t s teady e m p lo ym e n t and

a school teache r and ta u g h t a t  th e  school 
nea r h is  hom estead. E m m a S a lisb u ry  was a 
good w ife , com pan ion  and teacher, w h o  sym ­
pa th ized  w ith  and jo in e d  h im  in  h is  re v o lu tio n ­
a ry  o u tlo o k . O f th is  u n io n  th e re  w ere  bo rn  
M ich a e l in  1914; th e  tw in s  J a rd is  and  Jan is , in

Thesee depraved  p o lit ic ia n s , w ith  have earned th e  h ig h e s t wages. the  a u tu m n  o f 1917; Eugene V ic to r  in  1919;
.. . th n llJTnds o f d o lla rs  in  gov- I Those w ho  are  unem p loyed  a t  C am iU a ¡n 1922, and  P a tr ic k  in  1925.
th e ir  th o u sa  ^  . mo n u  th „ uaJ  p resen t can never rece ive  a n y |  In  the  sum m er o f  1917 the  m em bers o f the

S o c ia lis t P a r ty  o rgan ized  th e  Peoples P u b lis h -
e m in e n t sa la ries  an d  m any thous- ; p resen t can neve r rece.ve a... ,  . 
a n d T  m ore f ro m  “ p r iv a te '' sources j benefits u n t i l  they  have been re-
^ n i y  a  fe w  days ago, one p o i i t i - !  em ployed. T he  size o f  the so-
c ian  w as ca u g h t ta k in g  a $35,000 . ca lled  bene fit does n o t v a ry  to  In - 

- th e y  th in k  $9 a m o n th  is  elude dependents.

in g  C om pany and p repared  fo r  the  la u n c h in g  o f 
th e  P roducers  N ew s in  P le n tyw o o d  in  th e  s p rin g  
o f  1918 as a S o c ia lis t c o u n ty  paper. S a lisb u ry  d id  

“ excess ive ”  T he  C ity  C o u n c il!  i t  has a lso  been po in ted  o u t I yeom an se rv ice  in  the  p ro m o tio n  o f th is  en te r- 
gave a w a y  $20,000,000 to  m i l l io n - ; th a t  w hen  in  1949 a w o rk e r  o f  2 0 1 p rise , m  in

b ribe

a ire  concerns a t  the  W o r ld 's  F a i r . ! en te rs  th e  o ld  age system , he 
T h is  w as n o th in g . B u t  $9 a m o n th  [ cou ld  on the basis o f a s a la ry  o f
to  th e  unem p loyed  is  "excessive 
and  m u s t be in ve s tig a te d !

T he  w ho le  in q u iry  is a  sm oke­
screen, a  m ask, a  fa rce . I t s  rea l 
a im  is  to  obv ia te  " fu r th e r  ta x a tio n  
upon the  people o f  th e  C ity  o f 
N e w  Y o rk .”  T he  people fo r  w hom  
concern  is  fe lt ,  how ever, are  n o t 
th e  w o rke rs , unem ployed  and 
m id d le ' class. These a re  a lrea d y  
ove rbu rdened  w ith  sales taxes, 
e le c tr ic  l ig h t  taxes, c ig a re tte  taxes 
and o th e r im posts , and th e y  can­
n o t bea r m uch  m ore . T he  g ia n t  
b a n k in g  f irm s  and w e a lth y  co r­
p o ra tio n s  a re  the  o n ly  "peop le  
le f t  w ith  m oney. T he  counc ilm en  
w a n t to  p ro te c t these "peop le ”  
f ro m  ta x a tio n .

A im e d  A t  A llia n c e
T he  in q u iry  has a fu r th e r  a im : 

to  sm ash the  o rg a n iz a tio n  o f the  
unem ployed.

T he  N e w  Y o rk  T im e s  a d m its  
th a t  i t  Is “ A im e d  m a in ly  a t  th e  
W o rk e rs  A llia n c e .”

T he  answ er to  these v ic io u s  in ­
v e s tig a tio n s  is : H u n d re d s  o f  N e w  
Y o rk  fa c to rie s  a re  closed. T h is  is 
c r im in a l w aste. T h e y  cou ld  be 
used to  produce  b illio n s  o f d o lla rs  
w o r th  o f  goods, goods to  c lo the  
c h ild re n  o f th e  unem ployed , to  
house fa m ilie s  no w  l iv in g  in  
s lum s, to  ensure a  decent l iv in g  
to  a ll. In v e s tig a te  h o w  to  open 
them , s ta r t  th e m  w o rk in g  u n d e r 
w o rk e rs ’ c o n tro l, use th e m  to  he lp  
us live .

In v e s tig a te  h o w  to  p u t  th ro u g h  
a p u b lic  w o rk s  p ro g ra m  w it lw W .

$250 p e r m o n th  rece ive  an an ­
n u ity  o f $147.35 fro m  a p r iv a te  
insu ra n ce  com pany as a g a in s t the  
$85 m a x im u m  u nder the  fede ra l 
p lan.

F o r  a t  leas t a  m in im u m  o f p ro ­
te c tio n , w o rk e rs  m u s t dem and 
th a t  a l l  taxes fo r  soc ia l in su rance  
be lev ied  a g a in s t in h e rita n ce s  and 
incom es o ve r $3,000, Ins tead  o f 
a g a in s t p a y ro lls  and wages. B ene­
fits  shou ld  be pa id  on th e  basis o f 
the  size o f th e  fa m ily  and in  ac­
cordance  w ith  need, instead  o f  ac­
c o rd in g  to  the  a m o u n t c o n tr ib ­
u ted. I t  is a lso im p e ra tiv e  th a t  
u n e m p lo ym e n t bene fit periods be 
extended fro m  th e  a p p ro x im a te  
average o f less th a n  10 w eeks to  
21 weeks. A n y th in g  less th a n  th is  
p ro g ra m  is b u t  a th in ly  d isgu ised 
e x tra c tio n  o f pennies f ro m  the 
pocke ts  o f  th e  w o rke rs .

p a rty . T he  success o f th e  p u b lic a tio n , w h ic h  a t  
one t im e  w as a pow er in  M o n ta n a  and D a ko ta  
and  th e  w h e a t section  genera lly , w as in  no 
sm a ll w a y  due to  h is  e ffo rts .

B y  the  t im e  th e  paper w as pub lished , m ost 
o f  th e  S oc ia lis ts  in  th e  area, w he re  th e  p a rty  
w as s tron g , had  jo in e d  th e  N o n p a rtis a n  League, 
th e  n a tio n  w as in  the  m id s t o f the  W o r ld  W a r, 
th e  St. L o u is  co n ve n tio n  o f the  S o c ia lis t p a r ty  
had  d ra fte d  its  fam ous w a r  m an ifes to . Debs 
w as on t r ia l ,  as w ere  the  S o c ia lis t leaders a t C h i­
cago and th e  leaders o f th e  I.W .W . S a lisb u ry  
had  ta k e n  an  une qu ivo ca l s ta n d  a g a in s t the  
w a r, as had  m a n y  a n o th e r connected w ith  th e

p ro m o tio n  o f th e  paper. T he  te r ro r  w as a t  its  
apex. I t  w as decided to  m ake  th e  proposed 
S oc ia lis t paper th e  loca l o rgan  o f th e  N .P .L .
A t  th is  t im e  the  w r ite r ,  a S o c ia lis t fro m  n o r th ­
e rn  M inneso ta , became connected w ith  the  P ro ­
ducers  News, a4 e d ito r. H e  g o t o u t th e  f ir s t  issue 
o f  th e  paper in  the  m id s t o f the te rro r,, m e t R od­
ney S a lisbu ry , and was fro m  th e  v e ry  f ir s t  
a ligned  w ith  h im  p o lit ic a lly .

F ig h ts  fo r  th e  Persecuted 
R odney S a lisbu ry , in  the  m id s t o f th is  fig h t, 

cam e d e fin ite ly  in to  p o lit ic a l a c t iv ity .  H e he lped 
o rgan ize  and  ra ised  the m oney fo r  the  defense 
o f those a rres ted , lo c a lly  and n a tio n a lly , on 
espionage and "c r im in a l s y n d ica lism  charges.
In  th is  s trug g le , w hen i t  w as a lm o s t a l i fe  and 
dea th  m a tte r , S a lisb u ry  showed h is  courage 
and m ettle . H e  w o rk e d  n ig h t  and day, fa c in g  
e ve ry  s itu a t io n  w ith o u t  f lin c h in g , a lw ays  le a d in g  
and  neve r a s k in g  anyone to  do a th in g  th a t  he 
w as n o t h im s e lf p repared  to  go ahead in . A l l  
o f the  lo ca l p rosecu tions w ere  defeated, and 
hundreds  o f  d o lla rs  w ere  ra ised  fo r  the  defense 
o f  the  class p risoners.

In  1922, S a lisb u ry  w as elected sh e riff, was re­
elected in  1924 and aga in  in  1926. As s h e riff  o f 
S h e ridan  coun ty , M on tana , he became kn o w n  
to  th e  w o rk e rs  a l l  ove r the  W est. T he  W obb lies  
w ere  a t  hom e in  S he ridan  co u n ty , and  the  ja i l  
w as a lw ays open to  the  w andere rs , w he re  the  
beds w ere  k e p t c lean and th e  b a th tu b  ready. 
A lso  the  b ig  range  in  the  ja i l  w as a t  th e  se rv­
ice o f w o rke rs , w h o * a lw ays  had fre e  access to  
th e  la rd e r supp lied  o u t o f the  pocke t o f the 
s h e riff. F e llo w -w o rk e r  S a lisb u ry  w as one s h e riff  
w ho  used h is  o ffice  a l l  the  t im e  fo r  the p ro te c ­
t io n  o f  th e  w o rk e rs  and th e  dispossessed 
fa rm e rs .

W as C h a rte r  M em ber o f C. P.
I n  th e  a u tu m n  o f 1921 a lo ca l u n it  o f the  Com ­

m u n is t p a r ty  w as o rgan ized  in  S he ridan  coun ty . 
S a lisb u ry  w as one o f the c h a rte r  m em bers. 
W hen  T o m  O ’F la h e r ty  w as th e  associate e d ito r 
o f  th e  P roducers  News, he and  S a lisb u ry  became 
close associates. I t  w as th e n  th a t  S a lisb u ry  f ir s t  
became som ew ha t acqua in ted  w ith  th e  develop­
m ents  in  the  C o m m u n is t p a r ty  in  th e  S ovie t 
U n io n  and in  th e  U n ite d  S tates. H e  became 
w h a t was te rm ed  a "T ro ts k y ite ”  as soon as he 
cam e to  a n y  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  the  issues. B u t, 
h o p in g  fo r  the  even tu a l re c o n c ilia t io n  o f  the  
e rro rs  in  the  p a rty , a f te r  d ro p p in g  o u t o f  the 
p a r ty  fo r  a  tim e , he re jo in e d  and ca rr ie d  on 
u n d e r th e  idea o f  u n ity .

In  1932 he to u re d  M o n ta n a  as the  C o m m u n is t 
ca nd ida te  fo r  g o ve rno r, re ce iv in g  a  sp lend id  
vote , especia lly  in  n o rth e a s te rn  M on tana . In  1934 
S a lisb u ry  and Pete G a lla g h e r and o the rs  o f  the 
old m em bers le f t  th e  p a r ty  in  d isgust. B y  the 
F a ll o f 1934 th e  p a r ty  w as to rn  asunder and  a ll 
o f the  o ld  ve te ran  m em bers w ere  out.

In  the  e a rly  s p r in g  o f 1935, a t  th e  a n n ua l 
con ve n tio n  o f  the  H o lid a y  A ssoc ia tion  o f  M on ­
tana, S a lisb u ry  w as u n a n im o u s ly  e lected p re s i­
d e n t o f th a t  o rg a n iza tio n , w h ic h  o ffice  he w as 
s t i l l  h o ld in g  a t  th e  tim e  o f h is  dea th . M a n y  w ere  
the  successfu l d e m o n s tra tio n s  a g a in s t fo re c lo s ­
ures and e v ic tions , and fo r  re l ie f  o f  th e  p o ve rty - 
a n d -d ro u g h t-s tr ic k e n  fa rm e rs  and  unem ployed  
w o rk e rs  u nder h is  leadersh ip , o r  u n d e r h is  d i­
rec tio n , th ro u g h o u t th e  w id e  bo rde rs  o f the  
s ta te  o f  M on tana . N obody cou ld  p u t a  fa k in g  
p o lit ic ia n  on th e  spo t m ore  e ffe c tiv e ly  th a n  R o d ­
ney S a lisbu ry . M a n y  g ra te fu l fa rm e rs  fro m  
N o r th  D a k o ta  came m iles  to  a tte n d  S a lisbu ry 's  
fu n e ra l.

C lass Conscious to  th e  Core 
Com rade S a lis b u ry  w as possessed o f  a c h a rm ­

in g  p e rso n a lity , coup led w ith  d yn a m ic  energy. 
H e  was class conscious to  th e  core. H e  ha ted  
e x p lo ita tio n  o f an y  so rt, and fe a rle ss ly  de­
nounced it .  H e  despised c a p ita lis m  and  a ll  i t  
s tands fo r. H e  cou ld  n o t reconc ile  h im s e lf to  
the  r ig h t  o f a n y  m an o r g ro u p  o f m en to  ru le  
a n o th e r m an  o r g ro u p  o f m en. H e  in s t in c t iv e ly  
a ligned  h im s e lf w ith  th e  u n d e rp r iv ile g e d  and 
th e  oppressed and u n fo r tu n a te , no m a tte r  ho w  
u n p o p u la r th e  v ic t im  o r ho w  g re a t th e  cost to  
h im se lf.

R odney S a lisb u ry  w as devoted to  p rin c ip le . 
H e  was m ore  concerned w ith  be ing  c o rre c t 
th a n  w ith  the  nu m b e r a ligned  w ith  h im  o r the  
p o p u la r ity  o f the  cause. H e  w as neve r a fra id  
to  be in  th e  r ig h t  w i th  tw o  o r th ree , n o r  was 
he awed o r  a fra id  in  th e  presence o f o rgan ized  
and p o w e rfu l oppos ition .

A f te r  b e com ing  d is illu s io n e d  w ith  th e  S ta lin ­
is t  p a rty , fie rce  and e ffec tive , p e rs is ta n t and 
u n re le n tin g  was the  w a r  he conducted  a g a in s t 
th is  b e tra y in g  and  m is le a d ing  g roup , and none 
te s t ify  to  th is  b e tte r  th a n  th e  S ta lin is ts  th e m ­
selves. W hen  the  S oc ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty  w as 
o rgan ized  he w as a t  th e  con ve n tio n  in  C hicago  
la s t D ecem ber d o in g  h is  b it.

R odney S a lisb u ry  is  dead. H e  d ied  in  harness 
as eve ry  re v o lu t io n is t w o u ld  w is h  to  d ie. H e  
now  rests on the  h ills id e  a t M issou la , M on tana , 
beside h is  tw in  d a u g h te r Jan ice , w h o m  he loved 
so dearly .

W h a t a shock h is  d e a th  w as to  those w ho  re ­
a lly  k n e w  and unders tood  th is  g re a t m an, th is  
tru e  and lo y a l leader o f  th e  w o rk e rs , th is  class­
conscious and fa i th fu l  re v o lu t io n is t!  A l l  those 
w ho  k n e w  R odney S a lisb u ry , loved h im  o r 
ha ted  h im , depend ing  m uch  upon th e ir  class 
p os ition . W h a t a g r ie f  h is  dem ise is to  h is  com ­
rades, h is  fr ie n d s , h is  fe llo w  w o rke rs , w ho  have 
been associated w ith  h im  so long  in  the  re vo ­
lu t io n a ry  m ovem ent! H is  d e a th  is  a g re a t loss 
to  th e  re v o lu tio n a ry  cause to  w h ic h  he w as so 
devoted, b u t th e  in s p ir in g  exam ple  o f  h is  life  
rem a ins.

Remnants of Federation 
Now Isolated From 
Sea-Going Unions

Dunne Debates Parson 
On Gangsterism Charge

S A N  F R A N C IS C O .—A s th e  a n ­
n u a l co n ve n tio n  o f th e  M a r it im e  
F e d e ra tio n  o f  th e  P a c ific  ad­
jo u rn e d  la s t w eek in  San F ra n ­
cisco. H a r ry  B r id g e s  cou ld  gaze 
a b o u t th e  h a ll and  see n o th in g  
b u t lo y a l hand-ra ise rs  o f the  best 
S ta lin is t b rand . Once m ore  th e  
C o m m u n is t P a r ty  had cap tu red  
its e lf.

W ith  th e  s e a -fa r in g  un ions, 
m il i ta n t  backbone  o f the  o ld  Fed­
e ra tio n , departed  f ro m  th e  con-1 
v e n tio n  and  a lre a d y  r a l l y i n g  
un ions  connected w ith  th e  m a rin e  
in d u s try  be h in d  a  f ig h t in g  five - 
p o in t p ro g ra m  a g a in s t the  s h ip ­
ow ners  in  p re p a ra tio n  fo r  th e  
Septem ber 30 show -dow n. B rid g e s  
and h is  u n io n -w re c k in g  co h o rts  
closed a co n ve n tio n  th a t  m anaged 
to s ta y  in  session o n ly  b y  v io la t­
in g  th e  c o n s t itu t io n  and  even th e  
co n ve n tio n ’s ow n  actions.

D e lin q u e n ts  R e m a in

D esp ite  th e  so lem n dec is ion  to  
unseat a l l  delegates f ro m  un ions 
d e lin q u e n t in  per c a p ita  taxes, 
delegates f ro m  th e  M a r in e  E n g in ­
eers, th e  In la n d  B o a tm en  and a 
n u m b e r o f I.L .W .U . locals-—a ll de­
lin q u e n t—w ere  p e rm itte d  to  re ­
m a in . T hree  “ de legates” _ from  the  
M a r in e  F ire m e n , re p u d ia te d  by 
th e  branches th e y  c la im ed  to rep ­
resent, s tayed th ro u g h  to  th e  b it ­
te r  end.

A dded to  these w ere  th e  ho s t 
o f n on -P ac ific , n o n -m a ritim e , C .I. 
O. u n io n s  co n tro lle d  b y  th e  C .P. 
A l l  vo ted w ith  the  u n a n im ity  
m ade fam ous b y  the  p a rtie s  o f  the  
S ta lin te rn .

E ve n  be fo re  the  con ve n tio n  was 
over, the a lm o s t com p le te  iso la tio n  
o f  th e  "M a r it im e ”  F e d e ra tio n  
f ro m  the  m a rin e  in d u s try  became 
a p p a re n t to  the  delegates. Once 
m ore  th e  “ u n ity ”  reso lu tio n s  came 
up on the  floo r, and  un ions  w h ic h  
had been a tta c k e d  fo r  days, be fo re  
and d u r in g  the  convention , w ere 
asked to  u n ite  w ith  th e  re m ­
n a n ts  o f th e  once p o w e rfu l M a r i­
t im e  F ede ra tion .

A f ra id  o f  Team ste rs
One such u n io n  w as th e  T eam ­

s te rs  U n io n , w h ic h  had been the  
o b je c t o f some o f the  m ost v ic ious  
a tta cks . In  an a b ru p t about-face , 
the  co n ve n tio n  decided to  send 
speakers to  a m ee tin g  o f T eam ­
ste rs L o ca l 85 to  "e x p la in  th e  p ro ­
g ra m  adopted  by th e  co n ve n tio n .”  
As usual, the  re so lu tio n  passed 
unan im o u s ly , b u t  w hen  i t  came 
tim e  to  e lec t th e  co m m itte e  no 
one cou ld  f in d  t im e  to  a tte n d  the  
m ee ting . N o t one de legate  dared 
face  th e  m em bersh ip  o f th e  T eam ­
ste rs in  person !

A t  the  m ee tin g  o f the  T eam ­
ste rs w h ic h  co n ve n tio n  delegates 
fea red  to  a tte nd , the  m em bersh ip  
vo ted  to  adhere to  th e  p ro g ra m  
in it ia te d  by  th e  S a ilo rs  U n io n  o f 
the  P a c ific . T h is  p ro g ra m , w h ic h  
pledges u n co m p ro m is in g  s tru g g le  
a g a in s t th e  sh ipow ners , has a l­
ready  been endorsed b y  five  m a jo r  
m a rin e  un ions.

M IN N E A P O L IS . —  R e p e a t e d  
charges o f ra c k e te e r in g  in  the  
M in ne a p o lis  tra d e  un ions, fa m il ia r  
cries o f em p loye rs  and  th e  Com ­
m u n is t P a r ty , became th e  su b je c t 
o f open debate  la s t w eek w h e n  V .
R . D unne , o rg a n ize r o f  G enera l 
D r iv e rs  L b c a l 544, spoke a g a in s t 
R everend  G eorge M eck len b u rg , 
w ho  has been c a rry in g  the  em ­
p loye rs ’ ca m p a ig n  f ro m  th e  p u lp it  
o f  the  W esley M e th o d is t E p isco p a l 
C hurch .

T he  debate, he ld  u n d e r th e  
auspices o f th e  W o rk e rs  D efense 
League in  th e  b a n qu e t h a ll o f the  
Y.M .C .A ., a ttra c te d  a c row d  o f 
300 m en and w om en, w ith  a n o th e r 
100 unab le  to  be seated in  the  h a ll.

D unne  to ld  h is  aud ience  th a t  
w h ile  cha rges b y  th e  thousand  
w ere  m ade a g a in s t th e  t r a d e  
un io n s  o f  M in ne a p o lis , a l l  e ffo rts  
to  p u b lic ly  debate  th e  issue w ere 
u n a v a ilin g . “ T he  people’ w h o  g ive  
c u rre n c y  to  th e  u g ly  ru m o rs  are  
p rec ise ly  those  w ho  re fuse  to  
debate—lik e  M a y o r Leach  and  the  
C o m m u n is t P a r ty , b o th  o f  w hom  
w ere asked to  debate to n ig h t  and 
b o th  o f w h o m  re fused .”

D u n n e  w e n t on to  p resen t the 
a c tu a l reco rd  o f the  d r i v e r s  
u n io n :

“ In  1933, th e  average d r iv e r  
rece ived  less th a n  $14 w e e k ly . O u r 
u n io n  has changed th a t  . . . T oday 
th e  average  d r iv e r  receives $33.60 
fo r  a 48-hour week. D u r in g  the 
p as t fo u r  years, th e  average  d r iv e r  
has rece ived  wage i n c r e a s e s  
a m o u n tin g  to  m ore  th a n  $1,600— 
and  th is  is p u t t in g  i t  v e ry  m od ­
e s tly  . . . O ver a  fo u r-y e a r period , 
M in n e a p o lis  em p loye rs  have  been 
fo rce d  to  g ive  wage increases to 
the  d r iv e rs  a m o u n tin g  to  m ore  
th a n  $5,000,000. H ave  the  em p loy­
ers a  reason to  a tta c k  o u r  un io n ?  
Some em ployers a re  desperate ; 
they  a re  t r y in g  to  g e t o u t  fro m  
u n d e r th e  w e ig h t o f o rgan ized  
la b o r. T og e th e r w ith  em ployers

a ll o ve r the  n a tio n , th e y  a re  now  
in s t i tu t in g  an Open Shop d rive . 
T he  d r iv e  to d ay  is b e ing  ca rr ie d  
on u nder th e  s logan : F ree  the 
L a b o r M ovem en t f ro m  G angsters 
and R acke teers . U n d e r th is  guise 
th e  em p loye rs  a re  m a k in g  th e ir  
a t ta c k  on u n io n is m .”

P arson  on R a c k e te e rin g

R everend  M e ck le n b u rg  began 
h is  ta lk  by  s ta t in g  he rep resen ted  
th e  pub liC f and  sa id  th e  p u b lic  be­
lieves g e n e ra lly  th a t  ra c k e te e rin g  
in  g o in g  on in  th e  w o r ld . H e  to ld  
o f  ra c k e te e r in g  in  th e  M id d le  
Ages, in  C h ina , in  th e  Is la n d  o f 
Zaba. T u rn in g  • to  th e  U n ite d  
S tates, he quo ted  Thom as E . 
D ew ey on ra c k e te e r in g  in  the  
N e w  Y o rk  re s ta u ra n t in d u s try .

H e  sa id  M in ne a p o lis  w o rk e rs  
had come to  h im  w ith  in fo rm a tio n  
th a t  th e re  w as ra c k e te e r in g  here, 
and th a t  B ig  Business w as pay­
in g  tr ib u te  to  th e  un ions. “ I  k n o w  
a f irm  th a t  has to  pay $4 w e e k ly  
to  be le t a lone,”  he said.

“ L a b o r is g o u g in g  cap ita l,?  he 
concluded. “ I t  is  p ira c y , buccan­
ee ring . I  say to  la b o r: Y o u  have  
to  ta k e  th e  in i t ia t iv e  and  clean 
up. I t  seems to  me as a m in is te r  
o f the  gospel o f  Jesus C h ris t, I  
w a n t to  say: " F o r  G od ’s sake, le t ’s 
a l l  g e t to g e th e r. M in n e a p o lis  is  a 
b e a u tifu l c ity , and  we cou ld  have 
a w o n d e rfu l t im e  here .”

A f te r  th e  ques tion  pe riod , d u r­
in g  w h ic h  th e  R everend  re fused  
to  c ite  spec ific  i n s t a n c e s  o f 
ra c k e te e r in g  b y  M in n e a p o lis  u n ­
ions, D u n n e  closed th e  debate  w ith  
a su m m a ry .

“ R everend  M e c k le n b u rg  says 
M in n e a p o lis  is  a b e a u tifu l c ity . 
One th in g  is ce rta in , and  th a t  is 
th a t  M in n e a p o lis  is m uch  m ore  
b e a u tifu l to d a y  fo r  10,000 tru c k  
d r iv e rs  and th e ir  fa m ilie s  th a n  i t  
w as in  1934. A n d  s t i l l ,  la b o r is 
be ing  u n m e rc ifu lly  gouged today, 
even in  M in ne a p o lis .”

Appeal A rm y

S.U.P. CREW ON 
SHEPARD SHIP

T y p ic a l o f  th e  m a n y  le tte rs  we 
rece ive Is th is  one f ro m  C om ­
rade  E . P a n ic a ll o f D e tro it :  “ X 
have  ju s t  rece ived th is  w eek's 
issue. W ith  the  a r t ic le  on th e  U. 
A .W . we w i l l  go to  to w n . T he  au to  
w o rk e rs  w a n t a paper l ik e  th e  
A ppea l, w h ic h  comes o u t f r a n k ly  
and te lls  th e m  w h o  a re  th e  un ion  
w re cke rs  and  ho w  to  f ig h t them . 
A  b e tte r  s e llin g  ca m p a ig n  is b e ing  
o rgan ized  and  f ro m  no w  on we 
w i l l  send y o u  some exitra  m oney."

A n d  fro m  W a ke fie ld , Kansas, 
W . P . Gates, enc los ing  a c o n tr ib ­
u t io n  to  th e  paper, w r ite s : “ I  w ish  
to  express to  yo u  m y  deep ap ­
p re c ia tio n  a nd  g ra t itu d e  fo r  the  
v e ry  capable  and in v a lu a b le  se rv ­
ices you  a re  re n d e r in g  to  o u r 
p a r ty  and  a ll  h u m a n ity  fo r  y o u r 
f ig h t  fo r  th a t  g re a te s t o f  w o r th y  
causes —  M a rx ia n  re v o lu tio n a ry  
so c ia lism ." T h is  p ra ise  is ’ doub ly  
va lu a b le  in  th a t  i t  comes f ro m  a 
com rade w ho  is  no w  a 60-year old 
w o rk in g  class f ig h te r !

•  •  *

T he  f ir s t  w eek o f  o u r S um m er 
ca m pa ign  has ro lle d  by  w ith  some 
sections g e tt in g  good re su lts  fro m  
a c t iv it ie s  in  co v e rin g  new sstands 
D o n ’t  fo rg e t to  send in  r ig h t  now  
a l is t  o f  a l l  s tands c a r ry in g  the 
A ppea l !

o f  St. P a u l has ju m p e d  o u t in  the  
lead w ith  five  subs to  h e r c re d it  
a lready , w h ile  T . R . D os ta l, a lso 
o f  th a t  c ity , is r ig h t  beh ind  he r 
w ith  fo u r. St. P a u l, w e m ig h t 
m en tio n , has been ru n n in g  a 
h ig h ly  successfu l lo ca l ca m pa ign  
in  c o n ju n c tio n  w ith  M in ne a p o lis  
in  a T w in -C ity  D riv e .

N O T IC E : D o  you  w a n t c re d it  
fo r  the  subs you  ge t?  T he n  be 
su re  to  w r ite  y o u r  nam e in  th e  
p ro p e r section  on the  sub -b la n k  
o r else we ju s t  can ’t  g ive  yo u  
c re d it. E v e ry  sub tu rn e d  in  m u s t 
have th e  nam e o f  th e  one w ho  ob­
ta in e d  i t !

*  *  »

W e re g re t to  re p o r t th a t  the  
f ir s t  w eek o f  o u r cam pa ign  was 
d is a p p o in tin g  so fa r  as increased 
subs was concerned. W e ’re  de­
p e n d ing  on a  p ick -u p  fo r  the  n e x t 
w eek. H e re ’s th e  l is t :

THE FIGHT IN THE AUTO U N IO N
An E d ito ria l.

T he  f ir s t  closed shop c o n tra c t 
w on  b y  th e  U n ite d  A u to m o b ile  
W o rk e rs  in  O h io  w as s igned la s t 
w eek b y  L o ca l 464, C leveland, 
and the  R ya n  F o u n d ry  C om pany. 
I h e  c o n tra c t p ro v id e s  fo r  a  shop 
s te w a rd  system  to  hand le  g r ie v ­
ances, u n io n  h ir in g  lis ts , f u l l  se­
n io r ity ,  t im e  and  a h a lf  fo r  ove r­
t im e  based on an e ig h t h o u r, five 
day w eek, S a tu rd a y  w o rk  to  be 
considered  on an o ve rtim e  basis 
an d  double  t im e  fo r  Sundays and 
ho lidays . P iece w o rk  employees 
a re  g ua ran teed  a basic  h o u r ly  
ra te .

Two weeks after the adoption of a progressive 
union program, the Stalinists threw the United 
Automobile Workers Union into bitter factional 
warfare, and now, in the midst of a serious 
economic crisis, threaten to engineer a split in 
this great labor organization. The present raging 
battle is further testimony that the Stalinist can­
cer must be burned out of the labor movement, 
i f  the latter is to survive.

The present battle, as conducted by Homer 
Martin, demonstrates also, and that in the most 
eloquent terms possible, how not to fight the 
Stalinists.

To violate democratic procedure because you 
fear to face the membership, where irresponsible 
Stalinists may provoke riots ; to impose disciplin­
ary measures before the membership is properly

P H IL A D E L P H IA .  — T he  S. S, 
Sagebrush, la s t o f th e  Shepard 
L in e  sh ips  to  be fo rced  to  liv e  up 
to  th e ir  c o n tra c t w ith  W e s t Coast 
un ions, sa iled fro m  here la s t w eek 
w ith  a  fu l l  W est Coast c rew  
sh ipped fro m  th e  A . F . o f  L . Sea­
m en ’s U n io n  h ir in g  h a ll, a f te r  
ly in g  in  p o r t  a week, "c a p tu re d ”  
by  m em bers o f th e  N a tio n a l M a r i­
tim e  U n ion .

T he  N .M .U . crew , w h o  had 
w o rked  the  sh ip  in  P a c ific  p o rts  
beh ind  p ic k e t lin e s  estab lished  by 
■the S a ilo rs  U n io n  o f th e  P a c ific  
in  an e ffo r t  to  en fo rce  signed 
agreem ents w ith  the  Shepard 
com pany, w ere  a r r e s t e d  and 
cha rged  w ith  m u t in y  on o rde rs  o f 
the  U. S. D is t r ic t  A tto rn e y . A l l  
a re  fre e  on ba il.

T he  a rre s ts  came w hen  the 
crew , fo llo w in g  the adv ice  o f N . 
M .U. o ffic ia ls , re fused  to  s ig n  off, 
a lth o u g h  a rt ic le s  cou ld  be te rm in ­
a ted  a t  a n y  E a s t Coast p o rt. D is ­
re g a rd in g  the  fa c t ' ' th a t  a ll Shep­
a rd  sh ips are  under W e s t Coast 
u n io n  co n tra c ts , w on  by  s tr ik e  
ac tio n , the  N .M .U . o ff ic ia ls  de lib ­
e ra te ly  jeopard ized  th e  l ib e r ty  
and s a fe ty  o f the  c re w  by  en-

T h is  w eek is  L ib ra r y  P lacem en t 
W e e k : I t ’s up  to  the  lite ra tu re  
agents  to  see th a t  eve ry  l ib ra ry  
in  th e ir  section  is approached and 
asked to  become a  subscribe r. 
F o llo w  in s tru c tio n s  as con ta ined  
in  “ T he  A p p e a l A rm y ”  b u lle tin , 
Y ou  can ’t  fa i l  i f  you  do!

H o w  a b o u t g roups  o f com rades 
a n d  sym pa th ize rs  g e tt in g  to ­
g e th e r and  d o n a tin g  a  sub to 
some loca l p u b lic  o r  la b o r l ib ra ry ?

T he  sub -con test is  ju s t  beg in -

St. P A U L  ................................ 8
M in n e a p o lis  ............................ 6
C a lifo rn ia  ........................... . .  4
P e n n sy lva n ia  ......................... ». 3
C h icago  .................................... 2
D e tro it  ............... ; ....................  2
N e w  H aven , C onn ..................  2
N e w  Y o rk  C i t y .....................  2
St. L o u is  .................................. 1
W a sh in g to n , D. C..................  1

T O T A L  ................................ 31
*  *  *

W e apologize to  th e  St. P a u l 
com rades fo r  fa i l in g  to  c re d it  
th e m  w ith  fo u r  subs th e y  ob­
ta in e d  tw o  w *e ks  ago and  w h ic h  
w ere  c red ite d  to  M in n e a p o lis . . .  
M ir ia m  G erson o f  N ew  Y o rk  C ity  
is c a r ry in g  o u t a  fine  idea  by  ta k ­
in g  a  w e e k ly  bund le  o rd e r o f  10 
A ppea ls  w h ile  v a c a tio n in g  a t  
cam p . . .  A  new  lite ra tu re  a g e n t 
o f S ou th  H aven, M ic h ig a n , is
s ta r t in g  o u t w ith  a bu n d le  o rd e r

n in g  to  ¡w a rm  up. G race  C arlson  o f 10.

THE SOCIALIST APPEAL CAN BE OBTAINED 
AT THE FOLLOW ING NEWSSTANDS

A L L E N T O W N , PA .
R . Z e ttle m e yer, 637 H a m ilto n  St.

educated to the role of the wreckers and the
necessity of these disciplinary measures— that is c o u ra g in g  s it- in  ac tion , 

only water on the Stalinist m ill. F o llo w in g  the o rde rs  o f th e ir
The best way and the only way of breaking unj0n, and believing the lies told 

the Stalinist hold upon the membership is boldly them by the C.I.O . officials on 
and confidently to go to the membership, explain both coasts, today the former 
the issues involved, guarantee a democratic and Jn philadelphia> their sea„
militant organization and expose the reactionary I en’s papers and their livelihood 
unprincipled and unscrupulous work o f this endangered. W h a t  w ill their 
gang o f union-wreckers and splitters. I “ leaders” say now?

I f  the militants of the United Automobile 
Workers of America w ill enforce such a policy I L o ca l 85 o f the  U n ite d  A u to m o  
and allow nobody to disrupt it, they w ill not b ile  W o rk e rs , R ac ine , W is ., has 
only break the Stalinist influence among the
membership o f the union, but w ill unquesUon- pany The contract cans for an 
ably be in a position to build one o f the most average 90-cent-per-hour wage 
militant and most progressive labor unions and hiring from the union’s 
America has ever known. I eligibility list.

N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y
M A N H A T T A N : F o u rte e n th  St, 

a t  U n iv e rs ity  P lace, S. B .; a t  
B ro a d w a y , S. E .;  a t  F o u r th  Ave., 
S. W ; a t  F o u r th  Ave., N . E .; a t 
F o u r th  Ave., S.E. <1 and  2 ); a t 
T h ird  Ave., S .W .; a t  T h ird  Ave., 
N .W ; opp. Je ffe rson  T h e a tre ; a t 
Second Ave., N .W .; a t  S ix th  Ave., 
N .E .; R and  B o o k  Store, 7 E . 15th 
S t.; 12th St. and U n iv e rs ity  PK, 
N .E .; C andy  Store, 75 G reenw ich  
Ave.

F o rty -second  St. a t  F i f th  Ave., 
S .W ; a t  S ix th  Ave., S .E .; a t  S ix th  
Ave., S.W .; a t  Seventh  Ave., S.W .; 
opposite  S te rns ; 103 W . 44th S t.; 
46th St. and B ’w ay, S.E.

Essex and  D e laney  Sts; B o o k ­
s to re  a t  G ran d  and  A tto rn e y  Sts; 
C andy Store, S. E . 9 th  St. and 
Second A ve ; B ie d e rm a n 's  B o o k  
S tore, 12th St. and Second A ve ; 
W ige rson , 145th St. and  St. N ic h ­
olas A ve ; 110th St. and  C o lum bus 
Ave.

B R O N X : Jerom e A ve . &  170th 
S t; Je rom e Ave. and  167th St, 
(opp. Loew ’s T h e a tre ) ;  S o rk in , 
206th St. and B a in b r id g e  A ve ; 
Je rom e and  B u rn s id e  A ves; 160th 
St. and P ro sp e c t A v e ; A lle r to n  
A ve . S ta tio n ; F reem an  A ve . and 
S ou th e rn  B ou leV a rd ; 174th St. &  
B oston  Road.

B R O O K L Y N : G rand  and U n io n  
A ves ; H avem eye r A venue  and 
S ou th  4 th  S t; M a rc y  and B ro a d ­
w a y ; P i tk in  Ave. and  S trauss S t; 
S u tte r and V a n  S inde ren  Aves

B O S TO N , M ASS.
A n d e im a n ’s, T re m o n t St. (opp.

H o te l B ra d fo rd )
, C A M B R ID G E , M ASS. 

F e lix 's , M assachuse tts  Ave. a t 
H a rv a rd  Square 

R O X B U R Y , M ASS. 
F r ie n d ly  V a r ie ty , W a rre n  S t  

(G rove  H a ll)  
M IN N E A P O L IS  

S h in d e r’s, S ix th  &  H e n n e p in ; 
K ro m a n ’s, F o u r th  &  N ic o lle t. 

S A N  F R A N C IS C O  
M acD on a ld 's  B o oks to re , 65 6 th  St.

M em bers o f  th e  A m e ric a n  Com ­
m u n ic a tio n s  A sso c ia tio n , C.I.O., 
em ployed by the  M a cka y  R a d io  
and  T e le g ra p h  C om pany, N e w  
Y o rk  C ity , have w o n  a c o n tra c t 
p ro v id in g  fo r  closed shop, no 
d is c r im in a t io n  because o f  u n io n  
m em bersh ip , h ir in g  h a ll,  f u l l  se­
n io r i ty  r ig h ts  and  tw o  w eeks’ no ­
tice  o f d ischa rge  o r  tw o  w eeks ’ 
p a y  in  lie u  the reo f.

G o ve rn m e n t expe rts  s ta te  th a t  
o n ly  200,000 w o rk e rs  w i l l  g a in  b y  
th e  W age and  H o u r  L a w  and 
ove r 1,000,000 w i l l  lose by h a v in g  
th e ir  w o rk  w eek sho rtened  to  44 
h o u rs  because o f  la c k  o f p ro v i­
s ion  fo r  co rre sp o n d ing  h o u r ly  
wage Increases.
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A n  Open Letter

TO MOISSAYE OLGIN
Concerning the Fate of Your Two Friends, 
 Juliet Poyntz and Noah London

Alive or Dead?

My Dear M r. 01 gin:
Two of your oldest political and personal friends have dis­

appeared— Juliet Stuart Poyntz and Noah London. The first van­
ished from her last known residence in  New York, and despite 
a great deal of publicity about her case, there has been no clue 
to her whereabouts. The second was last heard of in the Soviet 
Union, and despite repeated requests made in our columns for 
information, those who are in a position to supply it have been 
disturbingly silent.

You knew both of these persons very intimately. Although 
you joined at a somewhat later date the party which they helped 
found, you established close bonds of friendship w ith them. 
A fter the formation of the Workers Party in 1921, when you 
were being hounded politically by the Costrell-Bittleman faction 
in the Jewish Federation of the party, Noah London became one 
of the most influential friends you had, and one of your closest 
collaborators in the editorial board of the Freibeit. In the subse­
quent internal fight over the Labor Party, your relationships were 
even more firmly cemented.

Leader in Anti-LaFollette Faction
As for Juliet Poyntz, your friendship, political and personal, 

was, i f  anything, even stronger. W ith  you, and Ludwig Lore, she 
was one of the principal leaders of the faction which opposed 
the famous "LaFollette maneuver”  of the Communist Party in 
1924. In point of fact, you went to the sessions o f the Executive 
Committee of the Comintern at that time in order to present the 
view you held in common with her.

These friendships, as you and so many others know, you 
maintained until not so long ago. Then, for one reason or an­
other, your two friends fell foul o f the Moscow machine. Noah 
London and his wife were tried a few years ago on a charge of 
"sabotage" which you, as well as I, know to be preposterous for 
a man o f London’s record and position. He disappeared after 
that trial and recently the report reached here that he was shot 
by the Stalinist authorities. As for Juliet Poyntz, you know that 
after her disappearance, in the midst of her work on a book 
dealing with the situation in the Soviet Union, responsible per­
sons charged that she was done away with by the Stalinist secret 
service in order to silence her.

Now, Mr. Olgin, I would like to know what you have done 
about these two old friends of yours. Have you at least made the 
appropriate inquiries about their fate in those qualified quarters 
which, both of us know, are in a position to give detailed and 
authoritative information— especially i f  you asked, in your capa­
city as a prominent official and leader of the American 
communists?

What Have You Done, Olgin?
Or haviT you, as has been your custom in these past years, 

remained silent; slunk whimperingly from your elementary obli­
gations; cursed yourself bitterly for your impotence in the privacy 
of those intimates who you hope w ill not betray you as you are 
always ready to betray them; and rationalized your cowardice 
under some mythical higher duty to your political employers who 
despise and ridicule your notorious servility as much as you do 
theirs to the next layer of the hierarchy?

This letter is not addressed to you because you have retained 
any o f the small ration o f character and probity you could so i l l  
afford to lose. What little  you had left after your years of service 
under Abe Cahan, you surrendered completely during your term 
o f service under Stalin. But you do have left what has sustained 
you for years: self-interest.

Look around at the shambles of the Stalin machine! See 
how many of its victims are men who sought to escape it by 
shrieking its praises and suppressing their inner revulsion! What 
assurance have you that tomorrow or the next-day, you w ill not 
face— not the firing squad in a G.P.U. cellar, but the murderous 
slander campaign against the expelled scapegoat? That the party 
authorities w ill say, as they did about Juliet Poyntz, that they 
can scarcely remember the name o f Olgin? Or that they w ill be 

-silent, as they are in the case of Noah London, about what hap­
pened to M. J. O lgin because o f the heretical, frightened remarks 
he made to "good friends”  about things sacrosanct in the eyes of 
the Stalinist inquisition?

Would it then not be better to speak out now about the fate 
o f your two old friends whom you have t i l l  now deserted and 
betrayed, before others have to speak out about you?

Yours, etc.,
M A X  SHACHTM AN.

Self-Avowed Assassins
An Editorial ■

W riting  on the case o f Charles Rappoport, French commu­
nist who publicly denounced the Moscow trials as frame-ups, 
the Paris correspondent o f the New York Stalinist Yiddish daily, 
Morning Freibeit (A p ril 25, 1938) wrote, according to a trans­
lation given in the Workers Age (May 14, 1938):

"But Rappoport finds himself in bourgeois France, where 
betrayers o f the proletariat are not sent for trial before the courts. 
. . . But who knows, the power of the Cheka is beyond imagi­
nation. Perhaps even in Paris it w ill prove capable of giving its 
enemies a special 'dose' . .

For the first time, so far as we know, we have an instance 
o f an open threat by the Stalinists to-murder a political opponent. 
In actuality, they have already committed such murders in Mos­
cow, in Spain, in Bulgaria and in France. But there has never 
yet been such a cynical avowal of their use of terrorist methods 
against critics.

By this slip of the pen in the Freibeit, the Stalinists burn 
into their own foreheads the brand of 

ASSASSINS!

TICKETS FOR

THE S.W.P. BOAT RIDE
(New York)

U p th e  H udson  to  H O O K  M O U N T A IN

On SATURDAY, JULY 9
Can s t i l l  be ob ta ine d  (P r ic e  $1) a t  th e  C ity  O ffice  

116 U n iv e rs ity  P lace

N O T IC E : The  b oa t w i l l  leave P R O M P T L Y  a t 9:30 A. M. fro m  
P ie r  A , th e  B a tte ry  

•
T h e  t r ip  w i l l  be postponed O N L Y  In  th e  e ve n t o f s to rm y , ra in y  

w e a th e r A T  T H A T  H O U R

J U L IE T  S T U A R T  P O Y N T Z

Y.P.S.L SUMMER 
SCHOOL CLASSES 

GET UNDER WAY
T he  N e w  Y o rk  D is t r ic t  o f the 

Y.P .S .L. is co n d u c tin g  a S um m er 
School f ro m  J u ly  5 to  A u g u s t 9, 
a t  116 U n iv e rs ity  P lace. The  
courses, open to  Y .P .S .L. and S. 
W .P . m em bers and th e ir  fr ie n d s  
and  sym pa th ize rs  a re  as fo llo w s :

1. A.B.C. O F  M A R X IS M  by H A L  
D R A P E R , N a t l  Sec’y  Y .P .S .L .
(Tuesday n ig h ts  7-8:15 p. m .t 

beg inn ing , J u ly  5)
J u ly  5 — B as ic  P h ilo so p h y  o f 

M a rx is m  (D ia le c tic a l M a te r i­
a lis m ).

J u ly  12— W h y . H is to ry  H&ppens 
— M a rx is t  P h ilo so p h y  app lied  
to  Socie ty  (H is to r ic a l M a te r i­
a lis m ).

J u ly  19 —  E co n o m ic  M echan ism  
o f C a p ita lism  (M a rx is t  E con ­
om ics).

J u ly  26— P o lit ic a l M echan ism  o f 
C a p ita lis m  (S ta te  and R evo­
lu t io n ).

A u g u s t 2 —  Im p e r ia lis m  a n d  
W ar.

A u g u s t 9 — R a d ic a l Tendencies 
Today.

2. H IS T O R Y  A N D  P R O B L E M S  
O F  A M E R IC A N  L A B O R  by 
B I L L  M O R G A N  (N . Y . T ra d e  
U n io n  D ir .  S.W .P.)
(Tuesday n ig h t  8:30-10 P. M. 

b e g in n in g  J u ly  5)
A  b r ie f  su rve y  o f A m e ric a n  

la b o r h is to ry  and a d iscussion o f 
la b o r ’s c u rre n t and m o s t p ress ing  
p rob lem s. E a r ly  la b o r h is to ry ; 
K n ig h ts  o f  L a b o r; A . F . o f  L . and 
G om perism ; C .I.O ; and  c u rre n t 
tra d e  u n io n  prob lem s.

3. P U B L IC  S P E A K IN G — IR V IN G  
P A N K E N , N .Y . D is t r ic t  Comm.,

’ Y .P .S.L.
(M o n d a y  n ig h ts  8-9, 
b e g in n in g  J u ly  11)

A  b r ie f  course in  the  e lem ents 
o f p u b lic  speak ing. H o w  to  p re ­
pa re  and  p resen t in d o o r and o u t­
doo r speeches. C lassroom  and 
fie ld  p ra c tice . Open to  Y .P .S.L. 
and P a r ty  com rades.

Fees fo r  courses a re  n o m in a l— 
20 cen ts fo r  s ing le  course, 35 cents 
fo r  tw o . P u b lic  S peak ing  free  to  
Y .P .S .L. m em bers.

U N I O N
B R I E F S
F i f t y  "h o -s to p -w o rk ”  co n trac ts , 

the  f ir s t  o f th e ir  k in d  betw een a 
g o ve rn m e n t agency and  la b o r u n ­
ions, have been s igned b y  the 
Federa ted  B u ild in g  T rades u n ­
ions in  f i f t y  c it ie s  and the U n ite d  
S tates H o u s in g  A u th o r ity .  F i f ty  
s im ila r  c o n tra c ts  a rc  n e a rin g  
com p le tion . The  co n tra c ts  p ro ­
v id e  th a t  the  un io n s  w i l l  n o t h a lt  
w o rk  because o f  dem ands fo r  
changes in  pay o r ju r is d ic t io n a l 
d ispu tes. T hu s  the  bu re a u c ra ts  
o f the  A .F .L . have h a m s tru n g  the 
w o rk e rs  and  p reven ted  th e ir  re ­
g a in in g  a t in y  f ra c t io n  o f w h a t 
w as ta ke n  a w a y  fro m  them  d u r­
in g  the  lo n g  b u ild in g  s lum p

M o rr is  E n g a rg o la  o f B ro o k ly n , 
N e w  Y o rk , re c e n tly  conv ic ted  o f 
h a v in g  led a g ro u p  o f s tr ik e rs  in  
an  assau lt on a scab a t  the  p la n t 
o f th e  F e in  T in  Can C om pany, 
w as sentenced by  Judge  G eorge 
W . M a r t in  to  serve ten  m on ths  
in  the  p e n ite n tia ry . A  sock in  the  
ja w  in  th e  in te re s t o f  the  w o rke rs  
costs ten tim es  as m uch  as the 
sock o f a d ru n k e n  bum .

D r iv e rs  un ions  in  tw o  states 
w on  a  five -day s tr ik e  a g a in s t the 
G am ble -R ob inson  C om pany. N e­
g o tia tio n s  w ere  concluded in  M in ­
neapolis, L o ca l 544 o ffice rs  p a r t i­
c ip a tin g  w ith  the  rep resen ta tives  
o f th e  s ix  loca l un ions. A  f la t 
five  cents per h o u r increase  was 
w on  fo r  a ll c lass ifica tions .

M ore  th a n  300 ra ilro a d  w o rke rs , 
re p re se n tin g  21 H a r r is  C oun ty , 
Texas, ra ilro a d  un ion  lodges, 
vo ted u n a n im o u s ly  la s t w eek to 
wage a f ig h t to  the  fin ish  ag a in s t 
the  A m e ric a n  R a ilw a y  A ssoc ia ­
t io n ’s th re a t o f a 15 p e r cen t 
wage cu t. A t  Kansas C ity , Mo., 
1,000 w o rk e rs  m e t and  pledged 
them selves to  f ig h t the  cu t.

A Turn-Coat on the Witness-Stand
EARL BROWDER TESTIFIES BEFORE THE 

McNABOE COMMITTEE

BROWDER: DEFENDER OF THE SOVIET UNION
Reporting the testimony of Earl Browder, secretary of the American Stalinists, before 

the McNaboe legislative committee, the New York Post of June 30, 1938, gave the follow­
ing exchange between the witness and the committee chairman:

" If it came to a war between the United States and Russia who would you bear arms 
for?" McNaboe asked.
"I refuse to admit the possibility of such a war," said Browder. But McNaboe pressed 
for an answer and Browder finally replied: "Under all conceivable conditions indi­
cated at the present time, I would bear arms for the United States."

Why did the "Daily Worker" of July I, 1938, reporting this exchange, deliberately sup­
press the last sentence of Browder's reply, which declared that he would fight for American 
imperialism in a war against the Soviet Union?

T here  are  fe w  th in g s  as re ­
v o lt in g  as the  s ig h t o f  a  tu rn c o a t 
s lith e r in g  on h is  b e lly  be fo re  the 
enem y he w as once devoted to 
f ig h t in g  aga inst.

O f th a t  breed, th e re  are  fe w  
in  h is to ry  to  m a tch  the  a d m ix ­
tu re  o f  consum m ateness in  rene- 
gacy, cyn ica l e ffro n te ry , h y p o c ri­
sy and s e rv i l i ty  th a t  m a rke d  the 
te s tim o n y  o f E a r l B ro w d e r, 
S ta lin ’s v ice roy  fo r  the U n ite d  
States, be fore  the  re d -b a itin g  
le g is la tiv e  co m m itte e  in  N ew  
Y o rk  headed b y  S enato r Jo h n  J. 
M cNaboe.

D isavow s P r in c ip le s
W ith  s tud ied  p e rfe c tio n , B ro w ­

der rep u d ia te d  n o t o n ly  w h a t he 
h im s e lf stood fo r  o n ly  the o th e r 
day, b u t d isavow ed eve ry  s ing le  
p rin c ip le  th a t  was cem ented in ­
to  th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f the  in te rn a ­
tio n a l co m m u n is t m ovem en t some 
tw e n ty  years ago.

T he  b ra nd -new  pre tens ions to  
"d em o cracy ," "A m e ric a n is m ,”  and 
p a tr io tis m , w h ic h  w ere so to u ch ­
in g ly  em phasized by  B ro w d e r, 
were, how ever, so o b v ious ly  f r a u ­
d u le n t, so p a te n tly  th e  p ro d u c t 
o f in s tru c tio n s  fro m  the  K re m ­
l in ’s to ta l i ta r ia n  bosses as p a rt 
o f th e ir  d ip lo m a tic  m asquerade, 
th a t  the  N ew  Y o rk  P ost is un ­
d o u b te d ly  r ig h t  in  sa y in g  th a t 
“ even S ena to r M cN aboe” —w h o  
is sca rce ly  d is tin g u ish e d  e ith e r 
fo r  p e rs p ic a c ity  o r  know ledge  o f 
the  ra d ic a l m ovem ent — “ saw 
th ro u g h  i t . ”

I t  is th is  d e libe ra te  fra u d u - 
lence, th is  a ll-too -obv ious  hypoc­
r is y  and doub le -dea ling  th a t  d is ­
tin g u ish es  the  S ta lin is t leaders 
fro m  v ir tu a l ly  a l l  o th e r renegades 
in  the  h is to ry  o f the  la b o r m ove­
m ent.

U n d e r M oscow  O rders
W hen  th e  s o c ia l-p a tr io ts  o f  the  

Second In te rn a t io n a l before  the 
la s t W o r ld  W a r pledged th e m ­
selves to b ea r a rm s  fo r  th e  “ fa ­
th e r la n d ,”  th e y  re a lly  m ean t i t ;  
and w hen the  w a r  b ro ke  o u t they 
redeemed th e ir  p ledge in  fu ll.

W hen  the S ta lin is ts  say —  as 
B ro w d e r said to  M cN aboe —  th a t 
th e ir  love fo r  “ A m e rica n  dem oc­
ra c y ”  b u rns  w ith  so pu re  and 
p o w e rfu l a flam e th a t  th e y  w i l l  
s u p p o rt U. S. c a p ita lis m  in  t l jc  
co m ing  w a r, even i f  i t  is f ig h t in g  
a g a in s t the  S ov ie t U n io n , th e  tru e  
and  “ n a tiv e ”  upho lde rs  o f  A m e r­
ica n  im p e r ia lis m  k n o w  th e y  are 
ta lk in g  w ith  tongue  in  cheek and 
u n d e r o rders  f ro m  the  self-sam e 
M oscow  gang  th e y  p ledge th e m ­
selves to  f ig h t i f  w a r  is  declared.

T he  M cNaboes a re  p e rfe c tly  
w e ll aw are  o f th e  h yp o c risy  in  
the pledge made b y  B ro w d e r, 
even though  i t  is  q u ite  tru e  th a t, 
f ra u d u le n t o r  no t, th e  ve ry  a g i­
ta t io n  and  educa tion  ca rr ie d  on 
by th e  S ta lin is t c h ie fta in s  w i l l  re ­
s u lt  in  m an y  ( i f  n o t m ost) o f 
th e ir  p resen t su p p o rte rs  a c tu a lly  
tu rn in g  a n ti-S o v ie t and  p ro -im pe ­
r ia l is t  a t  th e  c ru c ia l m om ent.

A n  A m e ric a n  P receden t
I f  we leave aside fo r  a  m om ent 

th is  la s t— and by no m eans u n im ­
p o rta n t p o in t, th e  o n ly  p recedent 
in  m odern  A m e ric a n  la b o r h is to ­
r y  fo r  B ro w d e r ’s b e lly -c ra w lin g — 
a  p recedent w h ic h  d id  no t, h o w ­
ever, reach  a n y th in g  lik e  th e  
dep ths o f d e p ra v ity  touched by 
B ro w d e r—is  the  fam ous case o f 
the  five  N e w  Y o rk  so c ia lis t as­
sem blym en ousted b y  rea c tio n  
f ro m  th e  A lb a n y  le g is la tu re  in  
J a n u a ry  1920: W a ld m a n , C laes- 
sens, Solom on, D e W it t  and  O rr.

W h a t a s to rm  o f ' s u lp h u r and 
b rim s to n e  w as poured on th e ir  
heads b y  the  co n te m p o ra ry  com ­
m u n is t press fo r  th e  m an n e r in  
w h ic h  the five  socia l-dem ocra ts  
sough t to  re g a in  th e ir  le g is la tive  
seats! H o w  s c o rn fu lly  and in d ig ­
n a n tly  d id  th e  specia l d e c la ra tio n  
o f  th e  C o m m u n is t In te rn a t io n a l 
in  1920 re je c t the  appea l o f the  
A m e ric a n  S o c ia lis t P a r ty  fo r  a f ­
f il ia t io n , and e xco ria te  the  o f f i­
c ia l B r ie f  fo r  the  S o c ia lis t A s­
sem blym en because, am ong  o th e r 
th in g s , “ i t  apologizes fo r  the  
presence o f fo re ig n e rs  in  the  p a r­
ty  b y  c a llin g  them  'p o te n tia l 
vo te rs ’ and hastens to  exp la in  
th a t  a n ew  ru le  req u ire s  a l l  p a r­
ty  m em bers im m e d ia te ly  to  be­
come c itize n s .”

W h a t w o u ld  th e  C o m m u n is t 
In te rn a t io n a l o f  th a t  tim e  say 
a bou t its  A m e ric a n  section o f  to ­
day, whose re ce n t co nven tion  a l­
so adopted “ a new  ru le  ( th a t)  re ­
q u ires  a l l  p a r ty  m em bers im m e ­
d ia te ly  to  become c it iz e n s !”

W h a t th e  C. I .  Sa id
T he  tu rn -co a ts  in  A lb a n y  p re ­

va ile d  on th e ir  p a r ty  to  e lim in a te  
th e  c o n s t itu t io n a l p ro v is io n  c a ll­
in g  upon m em bers e lected to  
p u b lic  o ffice  to  vo te  a g a in s t an y

and  a ll  m i l i ta r y  a p p ro p ria tio n s , 
a b o u t w h ic h  the  C o m m u n is t I n ­
te rn a t io n a l sa id  a t  th a t  tim e  “ we 
do n o t k n o w  a s ing le  so c ia lis t 
p a r ty  in  th e  w o r ld  w in ch  has 
equalled th e  a c tio n  o f th e  A m e r­
ican  p a rty .”  B u t even in  d ro p p in g  
th is  p ro v is ion , the  H i l lq u it i te s  o f 
1920 never w e n t so fa r  as to  
gua ran tee  e x p lic it ly  th e ir  su p p o rt 
o f A m e ric a n  im p e r ia lis m  in  any 
w a r  i t  m ig h t wage. T he y  w e ren ’t  
fo r  sale so cheap.

B u t B ro w d e r is. In  re p ly  to  
M cN aboe ’s question , "W o u ld  you 
se ll L ib e r ty  B onds to m o rro w  i f  
w a r  b ro ke  o u t? ”  —  th a t  is, w a r 
a g a in s t M exico  o r Japan  o r the 
P h ilip p in e s  o r the  S ov ie t U n io n ; 
in  sh o rt, a n y  w a r  o f A m e rican  
im p e r ia lis m  —  B ro w d e r p ro m p tly  
swore a lleg iance : “ I  w ou ld . B u t 
I  w ou ld  n o t se ll them  d u r in g  the 
la s t war-.”  A n d  th e  D a ily  W o rk e r  
(J u ly  1, 1938) has th e  u tte r
shamelessness to  p r in t  th e  a n ­
sw e r in  bo ld -face  typ e ! B ro w d e r 
m ay  no w  ta k e  h is  place ahead o f 
Sam uel D e W it t  w ho, to  em pha­
size th e  dep ths o f  h is  p a tr io t is m , 
re to rte d  to  T am m an y 's  M a r ty  
M cCuc in  1920: “ I  so ld L ib e r ty  
Bonds and I  sold m ore L ib e r ty  
Bonds th a n  the re  w ere  glasses o f 
beer sold ove r th e  b a r o f  y o u r 
sa loon.”  A head o f  D e W itt ,  we 
say, because the  o u tra g e d  soc ia l­
is t -p a tr io t  w as o n ly  d e sc rib in g  
w h a t he d id  in  a past w a r, w h ile  
B ro w d e r is a lrea d y  p le d g in g  h im ­
se lf fo r  the n e x t one!

Q ua lifie d  S u p p o rt
W hen  H i l lq u i t  sa id in  1920 th a t  

“ th e  so c ia lis ts  o f  th e  U n ite d  
S tates w ou ld  have no hes itancy 
w h a te ve r in  jo in in g  fo rces w ith  
the re s t o f th e ir  co u n try m e n  to  
repe l th e  B o ls h e v ik ! w ho  w ou ld  
t r y  to  invade  o u r c o u n try  and 
fo rce  a fo rm  a  g o ve rn m e n t upon 
o u r people w h ic h  o u r-p e o p le  are  
n o t ready  fo r  and  do n o t des ire ”  
— th e n , how eve r o u traged  re v o ­
lu t io n is ts  w ere  a t  th is  v ic io u s  
d e c la ra tio n , he w as a t  lea s t q u a li­
fy in g  h is  s u p p o rt o f a  h y p o th e t­
ica l w a r  w ith  p o lit ic a l cons ide ra ­
tio n s  o f an  a b s tra c tly  de m o cra tic  
n a tu re . W hen  B ro w d e r, in  h is  ob­
scene zeal to  c u r r y  fa v o r w ith  
the A m e rica n  bourgeo is ie , says 
f la t ly  th a t he w i l l  se ll L ib e r ty  
B onds to  he lp  finance  th e  n e x t 
w a r, he does n o t even in c lu d e  in  
h is  s ta te m e n t th e  q u a lif ica tio n s  
o r  rese rva tio n s  w h ic h  the  m ost 
o rd in a ry  bourgeo is d e m o c r a t  
w ou ld  m ake, as, fo r  exam ple , “ i f  
i t  is n o t a  p re d a to ry  w a r ,”  o r “ i f  
i t  is n o t a  w a r  to  p ro te c t S tand­
a rd  O il in  M ex ico ,”  o r  "p ro v id e d  
i t  is  a  w a r  fo r  dem ocracy, o r ju s ­
tice, o r  to  end a l l  w a r ,”  etc., etc.

No, come w h a t m ay, regard less 
o f the  w a r  th a t  w i l l  f in a l ly  b reak  
ou t, B ro w d e r has a lre a d y  sta ted, 
in  h is  re p ly  to  M cN aboe, th a t  he 
w i l l  “ f ig h t  fo r  th e  U n ite d  S ta tes.”  
O r m ore  lik e ly , as d id  th e  socia l- 
p a tr io ts  in  the  la s t w a r, he w il l  
“ f ig h t”  on th e  “ h o m e -fro n t”  by 
u rg in g  o the rs  to  occupy the 
trenches and  th e  graves.

H i l lq u i t  N eve r K n e w

W hen  H i l lq u i t  said in  1920, 
a m id  a  ch o rus  o f p ro te s t in  h is  
ow n p a rty , to  say n o th in g  o f  the  
c la m o r o f the  com m un is ts  o u t­
side o f i t ,  th a t  “ w e a d o p t the  ex­
is t in g  fo rm  o f  g o ve rn m e n t based 
upon th e  C o n s titu tio n  o f the  
U n ited  S tates as the  fo rm  upon 
w h ic h  to  b u ild  th e  fu tu re  so­
c ie ty ,”  h e  su re ly  had  no idea 
th a t  e igh teen  yea rs  la te r, the  
boss o f  the  “ c o m m u n is t”  p a rty  
w ou ld  m ake  asse rtions on the 
same su b je c t th a t  w o u ld  m ake 
the la te  N e s to r o f th e  S oc ia lis t 
p a r ty  sound lik e  an  u n c o n tro ll­
able b a rr ica d e -fig h te r.

H i l lq u i t  a t  least d id  n o t deny 
h is  so c ia lis t o b je c tive ; even m ore, 
he declared th a t  soc ia lism  was 
on th e  o rde r o f th e  day. B ro w d e r, 
how ever, is anx ious  to  im press 
the  le g is la tive  co m m itte e  men 
w ith  th e  fa c t th a t  th e y  need n o t 
have th e  s lig h te s t fe a r  o f com ­
m un ism  b e ing  fo u g h t fo r  in  th e ir  
life t im e . K n o w in g  the b a n k ru p t­
cy  o f th e ir  ow n  soc ia l o rde r, the  
M cN aboes eve ryw he re  r ig h t ly  
d read  th e  p rospect o f a speedily  
r is in g  m ovem en t fo r  t h e  t r i ­
u m p h  o f w o rk e rs ' ru le  in  th is  
co u n try . I t  is, th e re fo re , no m ere 
id le  c u r io s ity  th a t  im pe ls  th e m  to  
fe e l the  g ro u n d  b y  a s k in g  B ro w ­
de r w hen  he expects A m e ric a  to  
a dop t com m un ism . A n d  i t  is n o t 
p h ilo so p h ic  res ig n a tio n , b u t w e ll-  
th o u g h t-o u t pu rpose fu lness and 
d e te rm in a tio n  to  do a ll  in  h is  
pow er to  m ake h is  p re d ic tio n  
come tru e , th a t  an im a tes  B ro w ­
der in  re p ly in g : "A m e ric a  w i l l  
p ro b a b ly  be one o f the  la s t to  
a d o p t i t . "

A n d  m eanw h ile?  F a s c i s m —  
the re  is th e  enem y; dem ocracy— 
the re  is  th e  cu re ! A n d  ho w  p re ­
serve dem ocracy?  A s  is  w e ll 
kn o w n , th e  S ta lin is ts  propose to  
p reserve i t  b y  g e tt in g  beh ind  
Roosevelt. In  th is  connection , 
B ro w d e r m akes a m ost revea l­
in g , even i t  n o t e n t ire ly  accu­
ra te , s ta te m e n t to  M cNaboe.

B ro w d e r a nd  R ooseve lt
“ E ig h ty - f iv e  pe r ce n t o f  the 

press is  opposed to  R oosevelt. 
T he y  a re  v e ry  sh o rt-s ig h te d  ca­
p ita lis ts  w ho  do n o t u nders tand  
th a t  he is  th e  g re a te s t p ro te c to r 
o f c a p ita lis m .”

F ro m  th is  fo llo w , o r shou ld  log ­
ic a lly  fo llo w , tw o  conclus ions: 
One, th a t  the  S ta lin is t su p p o rt 
o f R ooseve lt is e xa c tly  e q u iva le n t 
to  a ffo rd in g  decadent A m e rica n  
c a p ita lis m  its  g re a te s t p ro te c tio n  
—and  as is kn o w n , the re  is o n ly  
one Social fo rce  i t  needs p ro te c ­
tio n  fro m . T w o, th a t  th e  S ta lin ­
is ts  shou ld  devote  th e ir  a g ita tio n ­
a l e ffo rts  n o t to  the w o rk in g  
class, b u t  to  th e  c a p ita lis t  class, 
represen ted  by "e ig h ty - fiv e  per 
cen t o f  the  press,”  w ith  the  a im  
o f  pe rsuad ing  the  L ib e r ty  Leagu­
ers and th e ir  associates to  d rop  
th e ir  m isgu ided  f ig h t a g a in s t the 
m u c h -  m isunders tood  R ooseve lt 
on the  g rounds th a t  th e y  fa i l  to  
unders tand  th a t  th e  p re s id e n t is 
th e ir  “ g rea te s t p ro te c to r."

D e fende r o f  C a p ita lism
N o t a lone  R ooseve lt, how ever, 

b u t a lso B ro w d e r. F o r  i f  the  
fo rm e r is th e  L o rd  H ig h  P ro te c ­
to r  o f  A m e ric a n  ca p ita lism , the  
la t te r  is  h is  n o t u n w o rth y  coad­
ju to r .  I t  is tru e  th a t  in  h is  re­
p o r t  to  th e  e ig h th  con ve n tio n  o f 
the  C o m m u n is t P a r ty  in  C leve­
land  in  A p r i l  1934, B ro w d e r, in  
answ er to  the  ques tion : “ W h a t 
are  the  ideas, the  m isconceptions, 
w ith  w h ic h  the  soc ia l-fasc is ts  
con fuse  and d is a rm  the  w o rk ­
e rs? ” — decla red : " In  G erm any, 
th is  idea was, co ncre te ly , a llia n ce  
w ith  H in d e n b u rg  a g a in s t H it le r ;  
in  A u s tr ia , w ith  D o lfu ss  a g a in s t 
th e  N a z is ; in  the  U n ite d  States, 
w ith  R ooseve lt ‘a g a in s t W a l l  
S tre e t’.”  I t  is  also tru e  th a t  he 
added in  the same speech “ th a t  
R ooseve lt, lead ing  th e  p resen t 
ru l in g  class, finance c a p i t a l ,  
s tands fo r  deg rad a tio n , hunge r, 
m ise ry , oppression, fasc ism , w a r .”  
B u t th a t  w as be fo re  the S ta lin is t  
tu rn  a t  th e  Seventh W o r ld  C on­
gress o f the  C o m in te rn  f ro m  
w h ic h — m ay God fo rb id !—B ro w ­
der takes no o rders, o r  w o u ld  
“ th ro w  them  in  a  w aste  b a ske t”  
i f  th e y  w ere  sent. N o w  B ro w d e r 
is fo r  D em ocracy, fo r  R oosevelt, 
fo r  the  “ g re a te s t p ro te c to r  o f ca­
p ita lis m .”  A n d  in  th e  s ta te m e n t 
entered in to  the M cN aboe com ­
m ittee 's  records, he m ade i t  
c lea r th a t  he is  rea d y  to  im p le ­
m e n t h is  n e w ly -fo u n d  fa ith .

The  C o m m u n is t p a r ty  is op­
posed to th e  re v o lu tio n a ry  ove r­
th ro w  o f  A m e rica n  c a p ita lis m  
and its  gove rn m e n t. T he  C om ­
m u n is t p a r ty  is opposed to  in ­
c it in g  s tr ik e s , to  s t ir r in g  up  “ in ­
d u s tr ia l d iso rde rs .”  T he  C om ­
m u n is t p a r ty  upho lds the dem o­
c ra t ic  in s t itu t io n s  o f A m e rica . 
The  C o m m u n is t p a r ty  is  opposed 
to  g a in in g  c o n tro l o f  th e  un ions.

W a n ts  to  Be a Cop
B u t—
T here  A R E  people In  the  v e ry  

bosom o f the  R e p u b lic  w ho  a re  
g u ilty  o f  a l l  these d a s ta rd ly  
crim es. T he re  A R E  sed itious  and  
subvers ive  e lem ents in  o u r m ids t. 
A nd  i f  th e  M cN aboe co m m itte e  
is  to  em u la te  O u r G re a t P re s i­
d e n t as th e  “ g re a te s t p ro te c to r 
o f c a p ita lis m ,”  i f  i t  re a lly  w an ts  
to  p u t dow n sed ition , m u t in y  and 
a ll  o th e r fo rm s  o f m ayhem  a g a in s t 
la w  and  o rd e r— i t  w i l l  f in d  in  
B ro w d e r a m an eager and  ready  
to  d ra w  u p  the  in d ic tm e n t fo r  the  
g ra n d  ju r y  and  p u t the  f in g e r on 
th e  c r im in a ls .

“ I  have no desire  to  h ide the  
fa c t  th a t  the re  a re  some people 
w h o  ca ll them selves com m un is t, 
w ho  y e t p ro c la im  the  opposite  o f 
a l l  these po lic ies  o f the C om m u­
n is t p a r ty  w h ic h  I  have described. 
These a re  th e  g roups k n o w n  as 
T ro ts k y ite s  and Lovestone ites .”  
(D a ily  W o rk e r , Ju n e  30, 1938.)

W e have no d o u b t th a t  the  a m ­
b itio u s  in fo rm e r  is  rea d y  to  p ro ­
v ide  th e  necessary nam es and ad­
dresses, to  accom pany the  cops 
w ith  search and se izure  w a rra n ts , 
and to  ta k e  th e  s tand  as a w it ­
ness fo r  the  p rosecu tion . I f  need 
be, he is ready to  a c t as ja i le r  
and execu tione r, fo r  B ro w d e r can 
eas ily  fu rn is h  le tte rs  o f  m a rk , 
refe rences and te s tim o n ia ls  fro m  
h is  teachers in  M oscow, M a d r id  
and B arce lona ,

As to  B ro w d e r ’s m o v in g  decla-

France Under Daladier 
Moves Toward National 

‘ Sacred Union' Govft
Political Course of Bourgeoisie Is Influenced by 

Growing Isolation of the Soviet Union; 
Socialist Party 'Left’ Expelled

B y  T E R E N C E  P H E L A N

P A R IS , June  21.— T he  s h if t  to  
the  D a la d ie r gove rn m e n t, a lo n g ­
tim e  stop-gap  w h ile  the  heads o f 
a l l  the  p a rtie s  fro m  th e  S ta lin is ts  
on the  le f t  to  the  F asc is ts  on the 
r ig h t  ho rse -trade  and  jo c k e y  to ­
w a rd  th e  u lt im a te  goa l o f a "G ov­
e rn m e n t o f Sacred U n io n ”  in c lu d ­
in g  a l l  p a r lia m e n ta ry  pa rties , has 
m ade no e s s e n t i a l  change in  
F ra n c e ’s fo re ig n  p o licy , w h ic h  s t i l l  
fo llo w s  th e  p lans o f B r i t is h  im ­
p e ria lism .

S ta rte d  la s t fa l l  by H a lifa x ’s 
B e r lin  v is it ,  fo llo w e d  b y  C hau- 
tem ps ’ and  D elbos’ Lo n do n  v is it,  
con firm ed  by  E n g lis h  and F re n ch  
b e h av iou r w hen  H it le r  s e iz  e d 
A u s tr ia , and in c re a s in g ly  uncon- 
cealable w ith  each new  m ove in  
the  c o n tin u in g  C zechos lovak ian  
c r is is  and th e  conve rsa tions  w ith  
M usso lin i, C h a m b e r la in ’s p la n  is 
n o th in g  less th a n  b u y in g  o ff H i t ­
le r  in  th e  W est by  g iv in g  h im  a 
free  hand  in  the  E a s t a g a in s t the 
U.S.S.R., w h ile  B r ita in ,  and to  a 
lesser e x te n t F rance , fe v e ris h ly  
rush  a rm a m e n t p ro g ra m s  w h ic h  
th e y  hope w i l l  p e rm it th e m  a t  the 
p ro p e r m om e n t to  sn a tch  th e ir  
im p e r ia lis t  spo ils  a t  the  expense 
o f  b o th  exhausted adversaries.

F a s c is t O rb it  E x tends
R u m a n ia  has sw u n g  la rg e ly  

in to  the  fa s c is t o rb it ;  A u s tr ia  is 
a c tu a lly  in c o rp o ra te d  in to  th e  
T h i r d  R e i c h ;  C zechoslovakia, 
th o u g h  u n lik e ly  to  be te r r i to r ia l ly  
occupied by H it le r ,  is b e ing  ra p ­
id ly  b u llie d  in to  a g o ve rn m e n ta l 
re a lig n m e n t w h ic h  w i l l  m ake  i t  
e ith e r decentra lized  and im p o te n t 
o r a c tu a lly  p ro -H it le r ;  and P o­
land , lo n g  on the  fence, is  p la in ly  
revea led by th e  rece n t te r ro r iz ­
a tio n  o f  L ith u a n ia  to  be p la y in g  
th e  a n ti-S o v ie t game. A  lo o k  a t 
the  m ap w i l l  show  m ore  p la in ly  
th a n  a n y  w o rds  w h a t these s h if ts  
m ean to  the  S ov ie t U n io n . H e re in  
is g r im ly  fo reshadow ed the  tra g ic  
end o f  the  u n -M arx ism  S ta lin is t 
p o lic y  o f “ soc ia lism  in  one coun­
t r y ”  (w ith  its  v ic io u s  co n co m ita n t 
o f “ no soc ia lism  a n yw h e re  else” ), 
its  re lia nce  upon the  "dem o cra ­
cies,”  and th a t  w ho lesa le  deception  
o f  the  in te rn a t io n a l w o rk in g -c la ss , 
th a n  w h ic h  o n ly  the  d is tru s t  th a t  
m o tiva te d  i t  is m ore  co n tem p tib le .

Y e t in  F ra n ce  the S ta lin is ts  con- 
Unue to  check the  m ilita n c y  o f 
the  w o rk in g  class, to  p in  a l l  th e ir  
hopes on class peace and  the  
F ra n co  - S ovie t p a c t ,  u n e m b a r­
rassed by  th e ir  new  a llies , the  de 
la  R ocque Fasc is ts , whose spokes­
m an Y b a rn e g a ra y  has rece n tly  
come o u t s tro n g ly  in  fa v o r  o f i t — 
th is  a t  the  behest o f those ele­
m ents in  th e  F re n ch  G enera l S ta ff 
whose te ch n ica l m il i ta ry  d is tru s t 
o f the  R ed A rm y , ' fo llo w in g  the 
purge  o f th e  genera ls , has been 
som ew ha t o ffse t by the s im ila r  
shake-up in  the R e ich sw e h r, and 
by a  close s tu d y  o f th e  m il i ta ry  
s ide o f th e  o ccupa tion  o f A u s tr ia , 
w h ic h , p ra c t ic a lly  successfu l be­
cause o f the  la c k  o f  res is tance  by 
A u s tr ia n  c le r ico  - fasc ism , w a s  
te c h n ic a lly  fa r  fro m  pe rfec t.

W o rk e rs  M a rk  T im e
D eep ly  d i s c o u r a g e d  by  the

severe set-backs su ffe red  in  the 
s p r in g  s tr ik e  w ave  th ro u g h  the  
m is le a de rsh ip  o f  th e  S ta lin is ts  
and the  C. G. T . b u reaucracy , 
F re n ch  w o rk e rs  en masse have 
reco iled  to  nurse  th e ir  w ounds 
and ta k e  s tock. I t  is, on the  
w hole, a t im e  w hen genera l m i l i ­
ta n cy  has fo r  a m om ent-ebbed; to  
p re tend  o th e rw ise  w o u ld  be w is h ­
fu l th in k in g .  T he  S ta lin is t  tre a c h ­
e ry  has thus  a  double  edge: n o t 
o n ly  d id  i t  cana lize  m il i ta n t  s tr ik e  
a c tio n  b a ck  in to  com prom ise  se t­
tle m e n ts  th a t  w ere  e sse n tia lly  de­
fe a ts ; b u t  by th a t  v e ry  b e tra y a l 
convinced  m an y  w o rk e rs  u n d e r 
its  id e o lo g ica l in fluence  o f the  
hopelessness o f m il i ta n t  a c tio n — a 
v ic io u s  c irc le .

Y e t o th e r w o rke rs , q u ite  on the  
c o n tra ry , d ra w  th e  opposite  and 
c o rre c t con c lu s io n : th e y  move 
a w ay fro m  th e  cesspool o f be­
tra y a l and g ro p in g ly  seek a tru e  
re v o lu t io n a ry  'le a de rsh ip . H e r e  
and  th e re  —  am ong  th e  tech­
n ic ia n s , d e p a rtm e n t s to re  em ­
ployees, pos ta l and  te le g ra p h  
w o rke rs , and  num erous  c ra fts — 
s p o ra d ic a lly  v io le n t r e v o l t s  
a g a in s t fu r th e r  class co lla b o ra ­
tio n , a g a in s t D a la d ie r ’s a n ti- la b o r 
decree laws, a g a in s t the  sacred 
u n io n  fo r  w a r, b u rs t s ig n if ic a n t ly  
fo r th ,  a re  w ith  m ore  o r  less d i f ­
f ic u lty  quashed by  the  bu re a u ­
c racy .

Seine F e d e ra tio n  R e vo lts
S y m p to m a tic  o f  th is  la te n t fire  

o f  m ilita n c y  u n d e r th e  ashes o f 
te m p o ra ry  ca lm  w as the  recen t 
re v o lt  o f the  w ho le  S o c ia lis t F ed ­
e ra tio n  o f th e  Seine (P a ris  and 
its  w o rk e rs ’ subu rb s ) a g a in s t the 
B lu m -F a u re  le a d e rsh ip  o f th e  S.F. 
I.O . (Second In te rn a t io n a l S oc ia l­
is ts ). T h is  F e d e ra tion , ideo log ic ­
a lly  do m in a te d  b y  th e  "R e v o lu ­
t io n a ry  L e f t "  led by  M arceau  
P iv e r t, a  m an o e u v rin g  c e n tr is t  o f 
the  T y le r-Z a m  s tam p, had  had the  
courage, re m e m b e rin g  th e  police- 
m u rd e r o f th e  C lic h y  w o rk e rs  
u n d e r th e  "S o c ia lis t”  m in is te r  
M a rx  D o rm o y , to  p ro te s t ener­
g e tic a lly  a g a in s t the  Sacred U n io n  
and its  war- p lans, and  b o th  to  
issue in te rn a l b u lle t in s  and lead 
p u b lic  m a n ife s ta tio n s  a g a i n s t  
con tin ua n ce  o f the  p a r ty ’s class- 
c o lla b o ra tio n is t po lic ies.

I t  goes w ith o u t  sa y in g  th a t  the  
w ho le  fe d e ra tio n  w as s im p ly  ex­
pe lled en masse fro m  th e  p a r ty — 
an expu ls ion  co n firm ed  la s t w eek 
by th e  S .F .I.O .’s a n n u a l conven­
tio n , w h ich , in  a d is g u s tin g  d is ­
p lay, u n d e rw ro te  the B o n a p a rtis t 
D a la d ie r  decree gove rn m e n t, ap ­
p roved  in  advance th e  co m in g  
n a t io n a lis t  gove rn m e n t, and pre ­
pared to  fo llo w  its  M acdona ld , 
Leon  B lu m , a n yw h e re  he m ay  
lead.

N e w  P a r ty  F o rm ed
P iv e r t ’s R e v o lu tio n a ry  L e f t  is 

no w  re c o n s titu te d  as an indepen­
d en t p a r ty  u n d e r the  nam e o f  the  
P.S.O.P. (S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs ’ and 
P easants ’ P a r ty ) ,  p re d ic ta b ly  
a b o u t 5000 s tron g .

T he  new  P.S.O.P. has in  its  
ra n k  - and - f ile  v a lu a b le . m il i ta n t  
e lem ents w hom  th e  B o lsh e v lk - 
L e n in is ts  g la d ly  w elcom e as com ­
rades i r f  th e  heavy tasks ahead.

Another Fine Issue Of 
New International Due

The A u g u s t issue o f the  N e w  
In te rn a t io n a l,  n o w  be ing  p re ­
pared, w i l l  a g a in  p resen t a  w ide  
v a r ie ty  o f a rt ic le s  o f  h ig h  q u a lity . 
A m o n g  the  o u ts ta n d in g  fea tu res  
to  appear a re :
1. B e h in d  th e  S ta lin is t l in e  o f the  

P eople ’s F ro n t— by M a x  S hacht- 
m an.

2. T he  S ta lin is ts  an d  R ooseve lt— 
b y  A lb e r t  Gates.

3. “ T hey , th e  People” —b y  D w ig h t 
M acD ona ld .

4. R e p ly  to  B u rn h a m  a r t ic le  on 
“ M a x  E a s tm a n ’s Science”  —  by 
M ax  E a s tm a n , to g e th e r w ith

m ations  in  fa v o r  o f  D em ocrcay 
and Peace; h is  w o rd -o f-h o n o r as­
surances th a t  he takes no o rde rs  
fro m  M oscow, and  in  genera l, h is 
b land  e xpos ition  o f  th e  p la to n ic  
re la tio n s h ip  betw een the A m e r­
ica n  S ta lin is ts  and th e ir  K re m ­
l in  s tr in g -p u lle rs — we need h a rd ­
ly  m ake  extended com m ent. O n ly  
th e  sheerest dub takes B ro w d e r ’s 
s ta tem en ts  se rio u s ly ; th e  b o u r­
geois press, w h ic h  B ro w d e r hopes 
m ost to  im press, s im p ly  laughs 
its e lf  in to  hys te rics . N o r  is th a t  
s u rp r is in g . T he  G overno r-G enera l 
o f the A m e ric a n  S ta lin is t p a rty  
is scarce ly  the  m an  b io lo g ic a lly  
adapted  to  w e a rin g  th e  m ask  o f 
“ s in c e r ity .”  A s  fa r  back  as the 
1925 con ve n tio n  o f th e  A m e rica n  
com m un is ts , the la te  W il l ia m  J. 
W h ite , a  fo r th r ig h t  p ro le ta r ia n  
re v o lu tio n is t, ch a ra c te rize d  B ro w ­
der, in  th e  c o u r s e  o f a po­
le m ica l speech, as " th e  U r ia h  
H eep o f the  p a r ty .”  I t  is h a rd  to  
th in k  o f  a m ore  f i t t in g  descrip ­
tio n  o f  th e  c h a ra c te r  o f th is  S ta ­
l in is t  re p ro d u c tio n  o f  C h a r l e s  
D icke n s ’ sym bo l o f  h y p o c ris y  and 
m alevolence.

M A X  S H A C H T M A N .

e d ito r ia l response.
5. Z io n is m  and  th e  B r i t is h  L io n —  

by B en  H e rm a n .
6. T he  N ew  R ooseve lt P ro g ra m — 

b y  D a v id  Cowles.
Those w ho  w is h  to  be sure o f 

o b ta in in g  the  A u g u s t issue shou ld  
place th e ir  o rd e r a t  once. The 
s u b s c rip tio n  ra te  is  $2.00 pe r ye a r; 
s ing le  copies 20 cents. A ddress a ll 
co m m u n ica tio n s  to  the  N e w  In ­
te rn a tio n a l, 116 U n iv e rs ity  P lace, 
N ew  Y o rk , N . Y.

Krivitsky Tells
of G.P.U. Tortures

(C on tinued  f ro m  page 1)
“ A t  th e  end o f  th e  th ird  da y  he 

asked to  see S m irn ov . I  gave the 
o rd e r to  b r in g  S m irn o v  in to  m y  
o ffice . T h e ir  m ee tin g  overpow ered  
me. T hey  em braced. T he  tw o  o f 
th e m  w ep t. M ra tc h k o v s k y  w as 
th e  f ir s t  to  speak, an d  address ing  
S m irn o v  he sa id : ‘Iv a n  N ik it ic h ,  
le t  us do w h a t th e y  dem and. I t  is 
necessary.’

“ S m irn o v  refused , sa y in g : T  
have n o th in g  to  confess to  th e m ; 
I  have never fo u g h t a g a in s t the  
pow er o f th e  sov ie ts ; I  have  neve r 
been a te r r o r is t ;  I  have  neve r 
w ished  to  k i l l  anyone.’ 

M ra tc h k o v s k y  u rged  h im , b u t 
S m irn o v  rem a in e d  adam an t. A t  
th is  m om ent, w eeping, th e y  em ­
b raced  each o th e r. S m irn o v  was 
led aw ay. M ra tc h k o v s k y  aga in  
became ir r i ta b le  and  once m ore 
spoke o f S ta lin  as a  t ra ito r .

“ On th e  fo u r th  day, he s igned 
w h a t he w as to' c o n firm  be fore  
the  t r ib u n a l.  I  re tu rn e d  to  m y  
hom e, and fo r  a w eek I  was n o t 
o n ly  incapab le  o f  w o rk in g , b u t 
lik e w is e  incapab le  o f  l i v i n g .

“ T h a t, K r iv i ts k y ,  w as th e  in te r ­
ro g a tio n  o f M ra tc h k o v s k y .’’



4 S O C I A L I S T  A P P E A L JULY ?, 1938

r
SOCIALIST APPEAL

V o l. I I —N o. 28 S a tu rda y , J u ly  9, 1938

P ub lished  eve ry  w eek by the 
S O C IA L IS T  A P P E A L  P U B L IS H IN G  AS S ’N  

a t 116 U n iv e rs ity  P lace, N ew  Y o rk , N . Y . 
Te lephone: N a tio n a l O ffice : A L g o n q u in  4-8547

S u b sc rip tio n s : $2.00 per ye a r; $1.00 fo r  s ix  
m onths. F o re ig n : $2.50 pe r year, B u n d le  o rde r 

3 cents pe r copy. S ing le  copies 5 cents.

A l l  checks and m oney o rders  shou ld  be made 
o u t to  th e  S o c ia lis t Appea l.

E n te red  as second-class m a tte r  S ep tem ber 1, 
1937, a t th e  post o ffice  a t N ew  Y o rk , N ew  Y o rk , 

u n d e r the A c t o f M a rc h  3, 1879.

M A X  S H A C H T M A N
E d ito r

H A R O L D  R O B E R T S  F R A N K  G R A V E S
A ssocia te  E d ito rs

S. S T A N L E Y
Business M anager

V_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ J

Smash the Cotillo Injunction!
There is no lack of signs o f the capitalist o f­

fensive against labor. The Hague ban on the 
C.I.O. and all radical labor organizations, is not 
accidental or incidental, but an ominous harbin­
ger of tomorrow. A fter Hague, Harvey and 
Hoffmann, we have the action of the New O r­
leans authorities, who have created a virtual 
reign of terror against the C.I.O. in that south­
ern metropolis.

Now comes the monstrous injunction ob­
tained by the Busch Jewelry Company from 
Judge S. A. Cotillo o f New York, prohibiting 
the C.I.O.’s United Retail Employees, Local 830, 
and the United Optical Workers, Local 208, 
from picketing the struck stores.

Already 12 pickets have been cited for con­
tempt of court because they allegedly violated 
the Cotillo injunction. Company attorneys are 
preparing to press another contempt action 
against the unions because, although they prom­
ised to suspend picketing the Busch stores until 
the Appellate Division could express its opinion 
in October on the validity of the injunction, 
they have nevertheless carried on mass demon­
stration picketing in various sections of New 
York!

We think the union officers, by promising 
to suspend picketing until a higher court hears 
the case in October (three months from now !), 
have chosen the wrong way of fighting the in ­
junction. For the whole trick o f the bosses and 
their judges is to cripple a strike for weeks and 
months on end, while a couple of squads of 
lawyers fight the issue out in court after court. 
In this way, the strike fight between the masses 
of workers and a handful o f employers, is sus­
pended, and the ground shifted to a purely legal 
fight that drags on and on and on.

There is only one way o f effectively fighting 
the injunction threat to labor, especially one like 
that issued by Cotillo, which is especially de­
testable by virtue o f its sweeping nature. That 
way is direct struggle against the injunction by 
the workers against whom it is directed.

To rely on the employers' courts is like lean­
ing on a trap. To rely on anything but the or­
ganized mass strength o f labor is to lean on 
thin reeds or imaginary ones.

Lawyers and court fights are all right, w ith­
in limits. But lawyers are no substitute for la­
bor's own fighting strength and militancy.

The workers have only those rights which 
they win in battle. The only way they can keep 
those rights they have won is by continuing the 
fight for them.

The only way o f keeping the right to picket, 
o f breaking the injunction menace, is to keep 
right on picketing, with#a line just as big as the 
workers think is necessary for their victory! And 
victory was never won by avoiding battle.

Helping Mexico
In reply to inquiries about the government’s 

attitude towards Mexico, Secretary o f State 
Cordell H u ll has denied that a proposal to 
sponsor a loan o f $200,000,000 to help Mexico 
build roads and fund some of its indebtedness, 
and a proposal to purchase $10,000,000 of 
Mexican o il for the U. S. Navy, were withdrawn 
by the government under pressure of Great 
Britain, w ith whom the U. S. is now negotiating 
a trade agreement. .

The "Keep America Out of War”  Congress, 
which put the questions about the proposals, con­
fines itself to urging the imperialist government 
of the United States to . . . slop being imperial­
istic. I t  asked: "Is not this the time when the 
United States should make this test case of the 
application o f the good neighbor policy a con­
vincing demonstration o f our good faith?"

We are ready to leave the K.A.O.W . people 
with their hopeless illusions and their heroic 
efforts to persuade the leopard that his spots are 
not really necessary. They simply refuse to 
understand that Roosevelt's "good neighbor” 
policy means nothing more nor less than the 
policy' of persuading— and where need be, forc­
ing— the Latin America countries to be "good 
neighbors”  to American businessmen, industrial­
ists and financiers. This has been the "good 
neighbor”  policy o f American imperialism, ever 
since it began trying to cajole or coerce the Latin 
American peoples to put their necks under the 
W all Street yoke, and Roosevelt is right in the 
old tradition.

There is, however, a very positive and con­
crete way in which help can be extended to the 
Mexican people in their fight to oust the blood­
sucking oil barons of the United States and 
Great Britain.

Throughout the Northwest in particular, there 
is a powerful farmers’ and workers’ cooperative 
movement. In a multitude of localities, these co­
operatives operate their own gas and oil stations,

which, while not as powerful as Standard Oil, 
Sinclair or Shell chains, are nevertheless fairly 
strong.

Altogether there are 1,150 operative petroleum 
associations in the United States, w ith 325,000 
members and an annual business o f $69,985,000.

It would be a splendid act of solidarity— and 
financially not disadvantageous— on the part of 
these American cooperatives i f  they decided to 
negotiate directly w ith Mexico for the purchase 
of all their gas and oil supplies. There is every 
reason to believe that the Mexican authorities—  
to say nothing o f the Mexican people as a whole 
— would receive such a proposal in the proper 
spirit.

Such arrangement, i f  properly consummated, 
would not, o f course, resolve the whole complex 
o f problems facing the Mexican masses. But it 
would go a long way towards cementing the 
bonds o f solidarity between the toilers of both 
countries. I t  would be an impressive demon­
stration on both sides o f the Rio Grande against 
the gang o f financial and industrial lords of the 
United States who are the common oppressor 
and exploiter o f the two peoples.

What do the farmers’ and workers’ petroleum 
cooperatives have to say?

Next Step for the Painters
A ll objective observers agree that but for the 

reaction among the rank-and-file New York 
painters to the bureaucratic ouster of Weinstock 
by the General Executive Board o f their union, 
the Stalinist crew would have been turned out 
of office by a clear majority in the recent elec­
tions.

The viciously red-baiting natureof theG.E.B.’s 
decision turned many of the honest and militant 
elements in the union to vote fo r people in 
whom they had not much more faith than they 
have in the headquarters gang.

Even then, had the progressive opposition 
polled about another three hundred votes, the 
victory would have been on its side.

The biggest mistake that the progressives 
could make now would be to slacken their efforts 
or suspend them altogether. The Stalinist ad­
ministration, now that it is assured another term 
in office, is making the usual hypocritical pleas 
for unity. In so far as building and consolidating 
the union, making it more aggressive and able 
to raise the living standards o f the painters, and 
all other constructive measures are concerned, 
the true progressives w ill not be found in the 
rear ranks. But i f  the Weinstock plea means—  
as it does-—silencing all criticism and lu lling  the 
vigilance of the militants in the union, it is 
nothing but a cheap bureaucratic ruse which w ill 
not deceive the progressives.

The main strength of the Stalinist machine in 
the union— as elsewhere— lies in  its closely-knit 
organization, .maintained during all the 365 days 
of the year. The main weakness o f the progres­
sives— i f  we leave aside the heterogeneity of 
their ranks— lay in the fact that they organized 
only at the last minute.

The period ahead is not only one o f union­
building. It is also the period of maintaining 
and consolidating a powerful, constructive, wide­
awake progressive organization in the painters’ 
union. It is tragically true that there is every 
reason to believe that the Stalinist administration 
is unsobered by the latest experience. There is 
every reason to believe that in the period ahead 
-—especially when it is frightened by the appear­
ance of the substantial opposition—its rule of 
the union w ill be at least as ruinous as it was in 
the past. The same gang in control, allied to the 
same old Zausner elements; the same arbitrary 
and bureaucratic management of the Stalinist 
clique; the same contempt for the wishes and 
interests o f the rank-and-file; the same steady 
and devious undermining of the working stand­
ards of the painters; the same policy of class 
collaboration.

The only force that can act as a corrective to 
these evils, and finally eliminate them, is an 
organized movement o f the progressives, with 
a m ilitant platform and a vigilant eye. The great 
need now is not the dispersal of the movement 
launched to defeat the Stalinist machine at the 
painters’ polls, but its consolidation on a firmer, 
more permanent and sounder basis.

The New Deal On Parade

Jersey C ity

Lesson and Warning
(C on tinued  f ro m  page 1)

little  weight against the fists and clubs of Hague’s hoodlums. 
Force is the argument o f the advance guard of American fascism. 
Woe to the workers of America i f  they do not learn in time to 
talk the same language!

A Fight of National Significance
The fight against Hagueism has an extraordinary national 

significance insofar as it poses in all seriousness the problem of 
combating the beginnings of American fascism. It imposes on 
revolutionary m ilitants,. in the first place, the general task of 
widespread agitation for the formation o f the workers’ defense 
guards as the only way to combat fascism. Along with this must 
go a thorough-going exposure of all illusions that people’s front 
combinations, liberalistic wailings, and court struggles can serious­
ly interfere with the advance o f American fascism. It  is necessary 
to explain to die workers, on the basis of European experience, 
that i f  they do not fight fascism by their own organized defense 
guards, fascistn w ill crush the labor movement.

In Jersey City, and in New Jersey generally, the main task 
o f those who understand the problem and want to meet it real­
istically is to carry on an intensive agitation along this line, and 
to introduce resolutions to this effect in all labor organizations, 
both A.F. o f L. and C.I.O., to which they have access. Revolu­
tionary workers who- are the only possible leaders o f a fight to 
the finish against fascism w ill naturally take part, in the most 
energetic and courageous manner, in actual demonstrations 
against Hague.

Fight Cannot Be Delegated
But it would be adventuristic fo lly for them to substitute the 

numerically weak forces o f the vanguard for the genuine mass 
struggle o f the workers’ organizations. It is-worse than fo lly for 
the workers’ organizations to "delegate”  their fight for labor 
rights, which is their fight for existence, to lawyers, grand-stand­
ing congressmen, "c iv il liberties experts”  and the rest of the 
publicity-seeking, windbag fraternity. This is labor’s own fight. 
Only the workers, organized and steeled for physical combat, 
can stand up against fascist reaction and defeat it in New Jersey 
and on a national scale.

Bourgeois democracy, already obsolete in most of Europe, is 
also approaching its tw ilight in America with the decline and 
decay of American capitalism. The fate of America, like that of 
die rest o f the world, w ill be decided in die oncoming struggle 
between fascism and the workers’ revolution. The Jersey City 
events signalize the opening skirmishes o f this grandiose struggle.

Hoodlums Assail 
Astoria Meeting

N E W  Y O R K . — A  gang o f 
young  hoodlum s, su pported  and 
egged on by a coup le  o f  L e g io n ­
na ires , succeeded in  b re a k in g  
up  a  s tre e t m ee tin g  o f  the  
A s to r ia  B ra n c h  o f  th e  S o c ia lis t 
W o rk e rs  P a r ty  on  T h u rs d a y  o f 
la s t week.

O u r com rades h e ld  th e ir  
p o s itio n  a t  th e  c o rn e r o f  S te in ­
w a y  an d  Ja m a ic a  (81st) A ve ­
nues and co n tin ue d  to  speak 
fo r  45 m in u te s  in  th e  face  o f 
a  cho rus  o f y e llin g  and show ­
ers o f  o ve r-r ip e  f r u i t ,  b u t w ere  
A n a lly  com pelled to  abandon 
the  m eeting .

T he  A s to r ia  B ra n ch , u n ­
daunted , p lanned  a n o th e r m eet­
in g  a t  th e  same sp o t fo r  th is  
T h u rs d a y  n ig h t (J u ly  7) a t  8 
p. m . A l l  p a r ty  m em bers n o t 
u rg e n tly  engaged e lsew here 
w ere  u rged  to  a tte n d  and  he lp  
su s ta in  th e  A g h t fo r  th e  r ig h t  
o f  th e  S.W .P. to  be h ea rd  in  
A s to r ia .

Death Claims 
Otto Bauer In 
French Exile

(C on tinued  f ro m  page 1)

he a d m itte d  th a t  d ow n  to  the  la s t 
m in u te , he sough t to  a r r iv e  a t  a 
com prom ise  w ith  D o llfu ss , w hen 
the  la t te r  had a lrea d y  ta ke n  the  
necessary m easures to  c rush  the  
p ro le ta r ia t and its  p a rty . As a 
resu lt, th e  w o rk e rs  and th e ir  
defense co rps w ere  ta ke n  by  s u r­
p rise  and, desp ite  th e ir  m agn iA - 
cen t he ro ism , succum bed to  the 
c le r ic a l fasc is ts .

The  pe rsona l courage B a u e r d is ­
p layed d u r in g  the  1934 c iv i l  w a r 
cou ld  n o t efface th e  perA dious 
p o lit ic a l course he had fo llo w e d  
a ll  h is  life , and w h ic h  ended no t 
o n ly  in  a pe rsona l (tragedy fo r  
B a u e r b u t in  th e  t ra g ic  b a n k ­
ru p tc y  o f  A u s tro -M a rx is m .

THE CONFERENCE AT EVIAN
-------------------------------------------An E d ito ria l_________________________

Page the Communist Party
We see where die March Federal grand jury 

in the Southern District o f New York, through 
its foreman, John V. D. Cornell, has urged upon 
President Roosevelt the deportation of aliens on 
relief who have lived in the United States three 
years without obtaining first citizenship papers.

Aliens "who seek American benefits in the 
form of relief should either indicate their alleg­
iance to the United States or they should be de­
ported.”

Personally, we don’t think much o f the idea, 
but we’re w illing  to pass along the tip to the 
grand jury that they ought to get a lot of help 
for their proposition from the Communist party.

Its last convention passed a rule providing that 
no alien can be a member of the party. And 
Prissie Fardsbengle, the 20th-Century American, 
says: " I f  they ain’t good enough to join the 
Communist party, they ain’t good enough for 
relief.”  Prissie w ill fill out all deportation war­
rants in his 13th Street office.

NOT TWO-THREE!
"B O TH  PARTIES C LA IM  JEFFERSON 

SPIRIT,”  reads a New York Times headline 
over a report o f Republican and Democratic 
speeches at the Jefferson memorial meeting in 
Virginia on July 4. What about Browder’s 
party? Its claim is as good as anyone else’s!

A conference being convoked this week at 
Evian, France, to consider the refugee problem, 
is focusing world attention upon this running 
sore, recently rendered more acute by H itle r’s 
conquest of Austria.

Driven from their homes and their homelands 
by the black plague o f reaction, thousands upon 
thousands o f refugees seek vainly for a safe 
anchorage from which they can rebuild their 
lives and breathe again.

Despite the needs o f these sufferers from 
reaction, it  is hardly to be expected that the 
countries represented at Evian w ill do much to 
aid them. The hopes of the majority o f Jewish, 
anti-fascist and other exiles, centered upon 
Evian, are destined to disappointment.

Not only do the participating governments 
impose severe restrictions upon immigration into 
their domains, but they are closing their doors 
ever tighter. Nor do they wish to offend friendly 
powers, or possible allies in the next war, by 
welcoming, or making life  easier for their po lit­
ical opponents.

Capitalism in its death agony can no more 
solve the refugee problem than any o f the other 

N social problems clamoring for solution. The 
existence o f these refugee hordes is in itself a

symptom of its social decay and political re­
action. Capitalism, which in its prime promoted 
the free interchange of goods, culture, and pop­
ulation among the nations of the earth, nowadays 
elevates economic, political, and immigration 
barriers between the nations in proportion to 
the deepening o f its decay.

Revolutionary socialists must everywhere fight 
for unrestricted immigration into their countries, 
and especially for the right of asylum for all 
victims o f reaction. This demand, which is not 
likely to be raised, let alone even partially 
realized, by anyone at Evian, is the indispensable 
prerequisite for alleviating the refugee problem.

The most persecuted people a m o n g  the 
refugees are the revolutionists. Harried by the 
authorities everywhere, deprived of their live li­
hood, denied citizenship, they are in constant 
danger o f deportation to the fascist countries 
they have fled. Denied aid by the bourgeois and 
Stalinist-controlled agencies, they have none to 
help them but their fellow fighters for socialism.

W hile the powers confer at Evian, the Amer­
ican Fund for Political Prisoners and Refugees 
is conducting a national campaign for these 
working-class victims. A  contribution to that 
Fund is the most practical way o f bringing 
immediate relief to the revolutionary exiles.

A Historic Document
N O T  G U IL T Y . R e p o rt o f th e  

C om m iss ion  o f  In q u iry  in to  the  
C harges M ade A g a in s t Leon  
T ro ts k y  in  th e  M oscow  T ria ls . 
xv-j-422 pp. N e w  Y o rk . H a rp e r  
&  B ro th e rs , $2.50 (A t  the  L a b o r 
B o o k  Shop, 28 E a s t 12th St., N . 
Y.C., paper covers, $1.00).

T he  t r ia l  o f  Z ino v ie v -K a m e n ev  
in  A u g u s t, 1936, and the  t r ia l  o f 
R a d e k -P ia ta k o v  in  Ja n u a ry , 1937, 
have passed in to  h is to ry  as m ile ­
stones a long  the  road  o f  degener­
a tio n  o f the  A rs t w o rk e rs ’ state 
u n d e r the  B o n a p a rt is t  reg im e  o f 
S ta lin .

T he  e x t irp a t io n  o f the  leaders 
o f R uss ian  B o lshev ism  m arke d  a 
h ig h  p o in t in  the  co u n te r-re vo lu ­
t io n a ry  deve lopm en t o f the S ovie t 
b u reaucracy . AH th e  e ffo rts  o f 
S ta lin ’s to ta l i ta r ia n  press to  con­
ceal its  tru e  m ea n in g  \v il l,  as 
he re to fo re , p rove  u n a v a ilin g .

A  H is to r ic  V e rd ic t 
T he  re p o rt, e m body ing  th e  re ­

su lts  o f m any m on th s  o f  p a in ­
s ta k in g , m e ticu lo u s  in q u iry , Ands 
th a t  bo th  t r ia ls  w ere conscious 
and ca lcu la ted  fram e-ups, th a t 
th e y  served “ n o t ju r id ic a l b u t 
p o lit ic a l ends," and  th a t  Leon 
T ro ts k y  and th e  re c e n tly  deceased 
Leon Sedov, h is  son, a re  in n o ce n t 
o f  th e  m o n s t r o u s  charges on 
w h ic h  the  S ta lin  reg im e  sough t 
to  c o n v ic t them . B y  im p lic a tio n , 
n a tu ra lly , the  C om m iss ion  Ands 
th a t  th e  O ld B o lsh e v iks  w h o  stood 
t r ia l  in  th e  M oscow  co u rtro o m , 
fa r  f ro m  b e ing  th e  h ideous c r im ­
in a ls  th a t  th e y  w ere  fo rced  to 
rep resen t them selves as being, 
w ere tra g ic  v ic t im s  o f  S ta lin ’s 
fra m e -u p  system .

These conc lus ions w ere  pub­
lished  m on ths  ago in  sum m arized  
fo rm . N o w  th e y  a re  a va ila b le  in  
fu l l  in  th is  vo lum e, to g e th e r w ith  
a d iges t and ana lys is  o f  a l l  the  
evidence upon w h ic h  th e  Com ­
m iss ion  based its  Andings. I t  is 
n o t possible, in  the  space o f a 
b r ie f  re v iew , to  g ive  a n y th in g  lik e  
an adequate  d e sc rip tio n  o f  th is  
book, w h ic h  is  a  com pan ion  v o l­
um e to  “ T he  Case o f  Leon  T ro t ­
s k y ,”  w h e re in  w as con ta ine d  the 
t ra n s c r ip t  o f te s tim o n y  and e v i­
dence ta ke n  In M ex ico  by a p re ­
lim in a ry  com m iss ion  o f in q u iry  
headed by Jo h n  Dewey.

O v e rw h e lm in g  E v id e n ce  
B u t th is  m uch  can be sa id : N o  

one re a d in g  th is  vo lu m e  w ith  a 
consc ien tious des ire  to  le a rn  the 
t r u th  abou t th e  M oscow  t r ia ls  
w i l l  reach  an y  o th e r conc lus ion  
th a n  th a t  th e  D ew ey C om m ission 
cou ld  have  a rr iv e d  a t  no o th e r 
v e rd ic t th a n  i t  d id . T he  evidence 
s u p p o rtin g  th e  v e rd ic t  is  so ove r­
w h e lm in g  as to  p rec lude  th e  least 
d o u b t as to  its  co rrectness. F o r  
th is  reason, “ N o t G u ilty ”  w i l l  be 
o f im m easu rab le  va lue  to  the 
la b o r m ovem en t eve ryw he re , and 
espec ia lly  the  la b o r m ovem ent in 
A m e rica , w he re  m il i ta n ts  are  c u r ­
re n t ly  b a t t l in g  the  S ta lin is t  un ion - 
w re cke rs  and th e ir  f r a m e - u p  
m ethods.

I t  s tands as a p e rm a n e n t and 
ir re fu ta b le  condem n a tio n  o f the 
b loody B o n a p a rtis t reg im e  in  the 
S ov ie t U n ion , an e te rn a l bar- s in ­
is te r  on th e  d is rep u ta b le  house o f 
S ta lin , a sh a rp  weapon w h ic h  the 
re v o lu t io n a ry  m il i ta n ts  can use 
a g a in s t la b o r's  m os t v i c i o u s  
enem y —  th e  C o m m u n is t P a rty . 
Need i t  be sa id?—every  m il i ta n t  
m u s t read —  and  possess —  th is  
vo lum e. F . G.

*  *  *

Lyons versus Sinclair
T E R R O R  IN  R U S S IA ?  T w o  

V ie w s  —  U p to n  S ln o la ir  and 
Eugene Lyons. 68 pp. N e w  Y o rk . 
R a n d  School Press. 25 cents.

R e v o lu tio n is ts  w i l l  n o t be s u r­
p rised  to  d iscove r in  U p to n  S in ­
c la ir  an a rd e n t e n d o r s e r  o f 
S ta lin ’s b loody purges. T he  “ id e a l­
is t ic ”  so c ia lis t m u c k -ra k e r  o f the 
A rs t decade o f  th e  p resen t cen­
tu ry , w ho w axed in d ig n a n t ove r 
the savage pe rsecu tion  and  ex­
p lo ita t io n  o f  A m e ric a 's  w o rke rs , 
and w as m oved the re b y  to  w r ite  
such nove ls as “ T he  Ju n g le ”  and 
“ K in g  C oa l,”  fo u n d  no d lfñ c u lty  
in  c lim b in g  on th e  p a tr io t ic  band­
w agon in  the  W o rld  W a r  and 
u rg in g  those same w o rk e rs  to  the 
im p e r ia lis t  sham bles fo r  the  p ro ñ t 
o f th e ir  e xp lo ite rs .

H e  Ands the  M oscow  tr ia ls  and 
execu tions no m ore  re v o lt in g  th a n  
th e  w o r ld  w a r  s la u g h te r. T he y  
are  even des irab le  as a m eans o f 
"p re s e rv in g ”  the  w o rk e rs ’ s ta te  in  
R uss ia—ju s t  as the  w o r ld  w a r 
w as des irab le  “ to  m ake the  w o r ld  
safe fo r  dem ocracy”  a g a in s t the 
th re a t o f G e rm an  m il i ta r is m !

B e lie f V ersus E v idence  
S in c la ir  tu rn s  n o t a h a ir  a t 

L  y  o n  s’ sm ash in g  exposure o f 
S ta lin ’s fram e -u p s  and the h o r­
r ib le  c o u n te r-re v o lu tio n a ry  reg im e  
upon w h ic h  th e y  th ro w  such a 
b a le fu l lig h t.  E v idence?  S in c la ir  
is s im p ly  n o t in te re s te d  in  it .  
E n o u g h  fo r  h im  is h is  b e lie f 
" th a t  the  B o lsh e v iks  w o u ld  have 
le t the  G.P.U. agents  te a r them  to  
pieces shred  b y  shred be fo re  they  
w o u ld  have  confessed to  ac tions 
w h ic h  th e y  had  n o t c o m m itte d .”  

C o u n te r in g  L y o n s ’ sh o w in g  th a t  
th e  S ov ie t U n io n  u n d e r S ta lin  has 
become a  s tiA in g  in te lle c tu a l de­
se rt o f c o n fo rm ity , S in c la ir  c ites 
the  fa c t  th a t  tra n s la tio n s  o f h is  
books have  been pub lished  in  
hundreds  o f  thousands o f  copies— 
and a re  a c tu a lly  c irc u la te d . T hu s  
S in c la ir , p resum ab ly , de rives a 
handsom e incom e f ro m  S ta lin ’s

BOOKS FOR WORKERS
S ta te  P u b lis h in g  House. A  vested 
In te re s t in  S ta lin is m  w o u ld  re p re ­
sent a host o f s h in in g  reasons 
w h y  S in c la ir  shou ld  de fend the  
b loody reg im e  in  th e  S o v ie t U n ion . 
H e  does n o t pause to  th in k  w h a t 
w o u ld  happen to  a book o f  h is 
th a t  w o u ld  be c r i t i c a l  o f  the 
S ta lin  reg im e . T h is  sm ug  endor­
ser o f th e  blood purges m ig h t, 
how ever, reA ect on the  fa c (  th a t  
none o f A n d re  G ide ’s la te s t w r i t ­
ings a re  ob ta ina b le  in  S ta lin ’s 
parad ise.

L o s t O n S in c la ir
Eugene Lyons  does a  good job  

in  h is  exposure o f S ov ie t B ona ­
p a rtis m . On U p to n  S in c la ir  i t  is 
lost. B u t  those g e n u ine ly  con­
cerned fo r  the  fa te  o f  th e  p ro le t­
a r ia n  re v o lu tio n  in  R uss ia  w i l l  
d e rive  u se fu l kn ow ledge  fro m  
rea d in g  -w h a t L yo n s  saw  a n d  
learned  d u r in g  h is  lo n g  s ta y  in  
the S ov ie t U n io n  as U n ite d  Press 
corresponden t.

F ro m  S in c la ir ’s c o n tr ib u t io n  to  
th is  d iscussion th e y  w i l l  lea rn  
o n ly  th a t  th e  A u th o r  o f “ The  
Ju n g le ”  is s im p ly  an a d h e re n t o f 
S ta lin ’s "g o in g  con ce rn ”  and by  
no m eans th e  fr ie n d  o f  th e  p e r­
secuted he c racks  h im s e lf up to  
be. H e  espoused the  cause o f 
re v o lu tio n is ts  im p riso n e d  a n d  
ex iled  by th e  T za r. F o r  those p e r­
secuted and m urde red  b y  S ta lin  
he has n o t a  w o rd  to  say. T here  
is the  m easure o f  a s e n tim e n ta l 
“ s o c ia lis t !"  L . F . J.

* •  *

A Timely Pamphlet
W H A T  IS  S O C IA L IS M ?  B y  A lb e r t

G o ldm an . 48 pp. N e w  Y o rk .
P io n e e r P ub lishe rs . 10 cents.

T he  p ress ing  need fo r  e x p la in ­
in g  the  re v o lu t io n a ry  p o s itio n  on 
c u rre n t p rob lem s and advanced 
aspects o f so c ia lis t p o lic y  has 
m ea n t th a t  up  to  no w  th e  re fo rm ­
is ts  have pre -em pted  the  Aeld o f 
cheap p o p u la r pam ph le ts  w h ic h  
set fo r th  the  e le m e n ta ry  no tio ns  
o f  the  so c ia lis t ph ilosophy . F o r 
the  w o rk e r  w ho  w a n ts  to  kn o w  
w h a t so c ia lism  is, be fo re  e n te r in g  
upon a co n s id e ra tio n  o f m ore  ab­
s truse  questions, the re  has been 
l i t t le  th a t  one cou ld  fu rn is h  since 
the p u b lic a tio n  o f E n g e ls ’ “ S oc ia l­
ism  U to p ia n  and S cien tiA c,”  o th e r 
th a n  the  usua l essays on F a b ia n  
soc ia lism  b y  L a id le r  o r  th e  tra c ts  
p u t o u t by th e  O ld G u a rd  socia l- 
dem ocra ts  w hen th e y  w e re  s t i l l  in  
c o n tro l o f th e  S o c ia lis t P a rty .

T he  new  p a m p h le t b y  A lb e r t  
G o ldm an  is th e  A rs t pub lished  
w h ic h  a n s w e r s  th e  question  
"W h a t is  S o c ia lism ? ”  on the  basis 
o f the re a l p rob lem s o f to d ay  and 
fro m  the  s ta n d p o in t o f  re vo lu ­
t io n a ry  M a rx ism . T h a t in  i ts e lf  is 
enough to  in d ic a te  w h y  i t  shou ld  
be in  th e  hands o f e ve ry  ques tion ­
in g  w o rk e r.

A  C oncre te  A p p ro ach
T he  th re e  lec tu res  w ere  o r ig in ­

a lly  de live red  be fo re  a  s t u d y  
g ro u p  o f tra d e  u n io n  w o rk e rs  in  
C hicago, and  i t  is one o f  the 
c h a ra c te r is tic s  o f  th e  p a m p h le t 
th a t  i t  approaches th e  question  
n o t fro m  the  s ide o f  a b s tra c t doc­
tr in e  b u t f ro m  th e  v ie w p o in t o f 
the w o rk e rs ’ experiences a n d  
prob lem s. G o ld m a n  beg ins by 
pos ing  the  th re e  m a jo r  p rob lem s 
fa c in g  th e  w o rk e rs : u n em p loy­
m e n t and  in s e c u rity , the  lo w  
s ta n d a rd  o f l iv in g  w h ic h  ex ists 
u nder c a p ita lis m  fo r  the  masses 
even in  th e  best o f  tim es, and 
w a r. I t  goes on to  show  how  
so c ia lism  w o u ld  so lve these p ro b ­
lems.

In  s im p le  te rm s  he sketches the 
s o c ia lis t answ er to  th e  basic  ques­
tio n s : w h a t the p roA t system  is 
and w h y  i t  leads to  the  su b je c tio n  
o f th e  w o rk in g  class; the  cause o f 
u n e m p lo ym e n t and  c rises; w h y  
c a p ita lis m  m u s t engage in  a  m u r­
derous im p e r ia lis t  w a r ;  how  
soc ia lism  w ou ld  ra ise  th e  s ta n d ­
a rd  o f l iv in g  o f th e  masses. Is  
soc ia lism  c o n tra ry  to  “ hum an  
n a tu re ? ”  Is n ’t  i t  enough to  defend 
“ d em ocracy”  and  th e re b y  g a in  
w h a t we w a n t?  G o ldm an  answ ers 
w ith  a c le a r e x p la n a tio n  o f  the  
M a rx is t p h ilo so p hy  o f w h y  th in g s  
happen in  p resen t-day socie ty , 
e m phas iz ing  th ro u g h o u t th a t  the  
s tru g g le  o f  th e  classes lies a t  the  
b o tto m  o f the  question .

A p p ly in g  P r in c ip le s
M ore  th a n  h a lf  th e  p am ph le t, 

how ever, deals w ith  the  a p p lica ­
tio n  o f so c ia lis t p r in c ip le s  to  a c t­
ua l p rob lem s o f  th e  da y— the  Pop­
u la r  F ro n t,  u n ite d  fro n t ,  w h a t 
k in d  o f  p a r ty  is needed b y  the 
w o rke rs , the  C o m m u n is t a n d  
S o c ia lis t P a rtie s , re v o lu tio n a ry  
in te rn a tio n a lis m , etc. A bove  a ll  is 
em phasized th e  question  o f  the  
p resen t s itu a t io n  o f  the  S ov ie t 
U n ion , w h ic h  to  so m an y  w o rk e rs  
s tands as a  question  m a rk  ove r 
the  w ho le  idea l o f  the  s o c ia lis t 
soc ie ty ; and th e  a u th o r fu lA lls  h is 
p rom ise  “ to  show  the  reasons w h y  
the  s itu a t io n  in  th e  S o v ie t U n ion  
is so c o n tra ry  to  the  theo ries  and 
idea ls o f soc ia lism , and th a t  con ­
d it io n s  in  th e  S ov ie t U n io n , in ­
stead o f  d is p ro v in g  s o c ia lis t 
theories , a c tu a lly  conA rm  the m ."

A s is tru e  o f m os t a tte m p ts  to  
com press an  e xp la n a tio n  o f soc ia l­
ism  in  a sm a ll n u m b e r o f  pages, 
some p o in ts  a re  ove r-s im p liA ed  
( fo r  exam ple, the  section  on the 
cause o f c rises) and o the rs  are  
trea te d  in  too a b s tra c t a m anne r. 
In  a n y  case, a w h o le  series o f  ele­
m e n ta ry  p ropa g a n d a  p am ph le ts  Is 
needed a lo n g  th e  lines o f  th is  one. 
T he  success o f  “ W h a t is  S oc ia l­
is m ? " shou ld  be a good s ta rt.

H . D .


