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N E W  YO R K.— A three-day
ta lk - fe s t in which an y th in g  and 
eve ry th ing  bu t the pressing p ro ­
blems o f the unemployed v ic tim s 
o f cap ita lism  was discussed and 
dea lt w ith  —  th is  was the con­
vention o f the W orkers A lliance  
o f  G reater New Y o rk  held a t the 
H ippodrom e las t week.

Held t ig h t ly  in the bureaucratic 
con tro l o f the S ta lin is ts  and th e ir  
stooges, the convention was com­
pelled to  lis ten to d u ll and 
le ng th y  People’s F ro n t speeches 
and to  spend an even longer tim e 
in  debating a ra ise in m ember­
ship dues. No tim e  whatsoever 
was allowed fo r  a discussion on 
W .P .A .  reso lutions, the u rgen t 
question o f re lie f, or fu tu re  po­
licies. Resolutions on these and 
o the r v ita l m atte rs  were re fe r­
red to the new jo in t  board w ith ­
ou t being discussed o r even seen 
by the delegates.

LaG uard ia ’s Advice

P 'irs t o f a ll, the convention 
listened to  M ayor LaG uard ia. 
The on ly  advice the “ L it t le  
F lo w e r"  could o ffe r  the unem­
ployed representatives was th is : 
“ I f  you w an t som eth ing ju s t 
come to  me, bu t don’ t  p icke t."

T h is  set the tone. Sam W ise­
m an, secre ta ry-treasu re r o f the 
A lliance , then proceeded to read 
a  People’s F ro n t speech —  31 
pages o f i t — a lthough th is  sheaf 
o f  S ta lin is t w isdom  had already 
been handed to  the delegates in 
m im eographed fo rm . T h is p ro ­
ceeding occupied, w ith  asides, a 
{up . fo u r  hours. W isem an called 
oh the  unemployed to  support 
LaG uard ia , b u t in  the dulcet 
tones o f a good People’s F ro n te r 
g e n tly  chided the m ayor fop -hav­
in g  made a 10 per cent cut in 
re l ie f  recently .

LaG uard ia ’s police, he noted, 
a rrested on ly  100 W .A .A .  mem­
bers in  the la s t s ix  m onths as 
compared w ith  1,000 in  the same 
period a year p re v io u s ly . . . .  
“ no t th a t we condone a single 
a rre s t,”  he was care fu l to add.

“ D em ocra tic" Processes

And, o f course, the unem ploy­
ed should support Roosevelt, a l­
though the “ peace-loving" pres­
iden t is n o t qu ite  perfect. Col­
lec tive  secu rity , as was on ly to 
have been expected, loomed large 
in  the rem arks o f th is  100 per­
cent S ta lin is t. H is  next b ig  po in t 
was a th re a t to  ou tlaw  the P ro­
gressive group.

S ta lin is t “ dem ocracy”  began 
op e ra ting  in a ll its  nakedness 
im m ed ia te ly  a f te r  the conclusion 
o f W isem an’s long -d raw n-ou t 
speech. A  m otion  was carried  
fo rb id d in g  the  d is tr ib u tio n  to de­
legates o f any reso lu tions or 
lea fle ts  no t approved by the ad­
m in is tra tio n . T h is  m otion, a im ­
ed a t the Progressives, compel­
led the la tte r, and others as we ll, 
to  hand copies o f th e ir  reso lu­
tions to  th e ir  fe llo w  delegates 
outside the convention ha ll.

Lasser On Roosevelt

D avid Lasser, na tiona l pres­
iden t, and H e rbe rt Ben jam in, 
na tion a l secretary, fo llo w in g  
W isem an's exam ple, spoke a t 
g re a t leng th . Lasser ou tlined a 
na tiona l program  fo r  the A lliance 
w h ich  contained m any good 
points, bu t he smeared i t  w ith  
pra ise of, and a ca ll fo r  reliance 
upon, the Roosevelt ad m in is tra ­
tion , fin ish in g  up w ith  a plea fo r  
u n ity  and democracy.

J e r ry  Benton and Moe How ard 
reported fo r  the Unemployed 
and W .P .A .  d ivisions. In  discus­
s ing the reports , a delegate fro m  
H a rlem , ta k in g  the red -ba iting  
cue a lready given by W iseman, 
launched in to  a denunciation o f 
the  “ T ro ts k y is t”  d is rup te rs  in 
her local.

S h o rtly  th e re a fte r Rhoda Pear­
son, a leading Progressive, took 
the f lo o r  to  expose a case of 
ran k  d isc rim in a tio n  aga inst a 
w o rke r on a w h ite  co lla r p ro je c t 
who com m itted the  e rro r o f not 
fo llo w in g  the  Com m unist P a rty  
line. T h is  p ro jec t is ru n  on s tr ic t 
S ta lin is t to ta lita r ia n  lines. D is­
agree w ith  B row der’s la tes t fad 
and out you go, w h ile  the union 
stands to  one side and applauds.

N o sooner had Rhoda Pearson 
m entioned the sacred name o f 

(Continued on page 2)

150.000 FRENCH WORKERS OUT 
ON STRIKE TO DEFY DALADIER

Threatens Workers Red Flag Flies Again Over Paris Factories As 
Workers Resist Reactionary Offensive; 

Communists Vote For Daladier

A swiftly-spreading strike of more than 150,000 work­
ers in the airplane, automobile, and motor factories around 
Paris was the immediate response of the French working 
class to the formation of the cabinet of Edouard Daladier.

Sit-down strikers in the Citroen plants were joined 
in rapid succession by the 35,000 workers in the Renault 
factories. Without awaiting orders from their unions or 
parties workers in one plant after another joined in the 
movement for defense of the workers’ livelihood from 
the open capitalist offensive.

-----------------------------------------
Floodgates Open

P R E M IE R  D A L A D IE R

LABOR PLAYING 
PENNSYLVANIA 

BOSS POLITICS
Lewis Sets Out To Take 

Over Democratic 
Party Machine

R epudia tion  by the A .F .  o f L .  
o f the slate entered in  the 
Pennsylvania Dem ocratic p r i­
m aries by La bo r’s N on-P artisan 
Leag ue ' and the C . I .O .  fagain 
underlined the disastrous fu t i l i t y  
o f labo r’s a ttem pts  to p lay  ca­
p ita lis t  po litics . The A .F .  o f L . 
action la s t week completed the 
p ic tu re  o f confusion in  th is  s ig ­
n ifican t po litica l s trugg le .

The po w e rfu l trade union move­
m ent o f heav ily  indus tria lized  
Pennsylvania provides the basis 
fo r  the rap id  development o f in ­
dependent w o rk in g  class po litica l 
action. Instead o f bu ild ing  f irm ly  
upon th is  class basis, Lew is and 
the o ther leaders o f La bo r’s 
N on-P artisan  League set ou t to 
“ capture the  Dem ocratic p a r ty "  
in  Pennsylvania —  th a t is, they 
set ou t to  s t if le  the g row ing  
class-consciousness o f the w o rk ­
ers by keeping them tied  in the 
ne t o f c a p ita lis t po litics .

Roosevelt Steers C lear

Lew is demanded a place on the 
re g u la r D em ocratic slate fo r  
Thomas E. Kennedy, vice-pres­
iden t o f the U n ited  M ine W ork- 
ers and present lieu tenan t- 
governor o f Pennsylvania. Go­
ve rn o r Earle , New Deal s ta lw a rt 
and leader o f the Dem ocratic 
p a r ty  in  Pennsylvania, refused. 
The dispute was carried r ig h t  up 
to  the W h ite  House, bu t Roose­
ve lt, p la y in g  safe, washed his 
hands and declined to intervene.

E a rle  stood by h is re fusa l; 
and, a fte r  a few  days hesita­
tion , Lew is  decided to run  an op­
position slate in the p rim aries . 
Kennedy was p u t up fo r  the  se­
n a to ria l post. A f te r  a week more 
o f jockey ing  around, the n o to r i­
ous G u ffe y , a lready a t odds w ith  
the E arle  group, th rew  his own 
machine behind the Kennedy 
slate.

Thus, Pennsylvania labor, in ­
stead o f g e ttin g  a chance to  p ro­
mote its  own class in terests, is  
being offe red the old choice bet­
ween tw o sets o f c a p ita lis t ma-

(Continued on page 2)

The collapse o f the People’s 
F ro n t on the pa rlia m en ta ry  field 
has opened once more the flood- 

! gates o f p ro le ta rian  a c tiv ity . 
1 W h ile  D a lad ier, tou ted as the 
“ s trong  m an" in the present 
cris is , seeks to break the s trikes 

¡again by a rb itra tio n , the new 
i wave has every po ss ib ility  o f 
g ro w in g  in to  a movement com­
parable to th a t which in .Tune, 
1936, stopped p ra c tica lly  every 
wheel in  French in dus try .

A f te r  tw o  years o f  fu t i le  
People’s F ro n t governm ents the 
w orkers are once again face to 
face w ith  the economic and p o li­
t ic a l impasse which provoked 
th a t g re a t s tr ik e  wave tw o years 
ago. Now they are freed from  
the b lackm a iling  o f th e ir  “ o w n " 
governm ent. They can fee l free 
to  present th e ir  demands w ith  
less re s tra in t and to th ro w  the 
whole w e igh t o f th e ir  re vo lu tion ­
a ry  methods o f s tru g g le  in to  the 
social balance. They understand 
th a t the D a lad ie r governm ent is 
a tra n s itio n  to a “ na tiona l 
u n io n ”  reg im e and th a t such a 
reg im e w il l  mean a p itiless  a t­
tack  ozi th e ir  p o lit ic a l r ig h ts  and 
l iv in g  standards. These they are 
prepared to defend.

Accord W ith  Rome Looms

In te rn a lly  the D a lad ie r reg im e 
represents a tra n s itio n  to  “ na­
tio n a l un ion .”  In  the domain of 
fo re ign  po licy i t  w il l begin to 
s h ift  France in the d irection a l­
ready blazed by B r ita in — agree­
m ent w ith  M usso lin i, and a fte r  
h im , H it le r ,  and abandonment of 
the Soviet Union to  its  own de­
vices and to H it le r ’s designs.

Despite th is  the Socialists and 
Com m unists came in to  the 

(Continued on page 4)

Plenum of S. W. P. 
Postponed One Week

The Plenum o f the N a tiona l 
Com m ittee o f the  Socialist 
W orkers  P a rty  has been post­
poned fro m  A p r i l 15 to  the 
fo llo w in g  week, and w ill open 
F rid a y , A p r i l 22. The change 
in  date was necessary in  order 
to  p e rm it a fu lle r  attendance 
o f N a tiona l Com m ittee mem­
bers than would have been pos­
sib le ea rlie r. The a n ti-w a r 
mass ra l ly  a t the  Center Hote l, 
F rid a y , A p r i l  14, w i l l  be held 
as scheduled.

NIPPON DRIVE 
BOGS DOWN IN 
CENTRAL CHINA

Chiang Kai-shek Given 
Absolute Powers 

By Congress

Japan’s im p e ria lis t d rive  in to  
Centra l China has been checked 
no rth  o f Hsuchow, the s tra teg ic  
ju nc tio n  o f the T ien ts in -P ukow  
and Lungha i ra ilroads  w h ich is 
the key to  the Centra l China 
p la in .

Chinese troops massed along 
the n o rth  bank o f the Grand 
Canal have not on ly  succeeded in 
checking the Japanese advance 
bu t have reconquered lost ground 
and forced the -invaders to re ­
tre a t no rthw ard .

A g a in s t Great Odds

These v ic to ries— com ing a fte r  
the loss o f the no rthe rn  provinces 
and the coast to below Shanghai 
— te s t ify  to  the  enduring  power 
and f ig h tin g  capacity, o f the 
Chinese so ld ie ry who are engag­
ed in  a te rr if ic  s trugg le  in which 
a ll the odds provided by superior 
arm s and equipm ent are against 
them .

B u t the course o f the w ar 
aga inst the Japanese im p e ria lis t 
invaders— like  the f ig h t aga inst 
F ranco in  Spain— is no t de ter­
mined by m il ita ry  considerations 
alone. The Chinese arm ies are 

(Continued on page 4)

U. S. Puts Off 
Freedom For 

Philippines
War Strategy In Orient 

Causes Revision 
of Plans

One of the most signific­
ant of all the war moves of 
the Roosevelt administra­
tion was revealed April 6 
in the announcement from 
Washington that an agree­
ment had been reached bet­
ween President Roosevelt 
and Manual L. Quezon, 
president of the Philippine 
Commonwealth, whereby the 
economic independence of 
the Philippine Islands w ill 
be postponed until 1960, 
that is, 22 years hence.

The announcement fo llow ed 
hard upon the sta tem ent o f Col. 
Theodore Roosevelt, fo rm e r go­
vernor-genera l o f the Islands 
(reported in la s t week’s Socia l­
is t  A ppea l) th a t when the Is ­
lands ga ined th e ir  independence 
th e ir  seizure by Jqpan was a 
ce rta in ty .

Concession to  Bourgeoisie

In  1936, the T yd ings-M cD uffie  
A c t gave a prom ise o f F ilip in o  
independence by Ju ly  4, 1946. 
Roosevelt placed the act on the 
sta tu te  book, against the oppo­
s itio n  o f the m ore rab id  im pe­
r ia lis ts  in  the governm ent, w ith  
the aid o f the po w e rfu l Am erican 
sugar in terests which have heavy 
investm ents in  the Cuban p lan ta ­
tions.

These slavers o f the C arib ­
bean, vicious exp lo ite rs o f the 
Cuban p lan ta tion  laborers, "w e l­
comed”  the P h ilipp ine  indepen­
dence p lan because -it m eant an 
eqd to  the  du ty -fre e  e n try  o f 
‘P fth ipp ine sügar in to  the U n ited  
States. Passage o f the act was 
thus  la valuable, economic con­
cession to  the im p e ria lis t sugar 
in terests. B u t its  p r im a ry  im p o r­
tance lay  in  the fa c t th a t i t  was 
a p o lit ic a l concession to  the 
bourgeo is-na tiona lis t movement 
in  the P hilipp ines.

Japan was a t th a t tim e  already 
engaged in  its  m arch tow ard  a 
con tinenta l em pire. Pub lication 
o f Baron T anaka ’s memorandum 
had made i t  c lear th a t the P h i­
lipp ines were among the te r r i­
to ries  m arked down as prey by 
the Japanese im peria lis ts . Japan- 

(Continued on page 3)

Mink, Well-known 
G.P.U. Assassin, Is 
En Route To Mexico

Notorious Stalinist Agent Proceeds South Via 
Galveston, Served As Terror Chief 

For G.P.U. In Spain

LEO N  TR O TS K Y

WILL IMPROVE 
PANAMA CANAL 

FOR WAR USE
$200,000,000 Voted For 

! Widening; Nicaragua 
Plan Dropped

j O u tstand ing among the la test 
J w a r prepa ra tion  moves o f the 
Roosevelt a d m in is tra tion  is the 
p lan, announced fro m  W ashing­
ton la s t week, to spend $200,000,- 
000 on the expansion and im p ro ­
vem ent o f the Panama Canal.

T h is  p lan, w h ich calls fo r  the 
construction  o f a new lock, 
dredgings and other im prove­
ments wh ich w il l  a llow  o f the 
passage o f  la rg e r ships, ties in 
closely w ith  the projected con- 

(Continued on page 3)

Leon Trotsky

THE PRIESTS O F  H A LF-TR U TH
Vi;

The N a tion  and the New Republic are now p la y in g  the sorries t 
and m ost ignoble ro le in  the Am erican press. These journa ls  
lay  cla im  to the role o f oracles o f " l ib e ra l"  pub lic  opin ion. They 
have no ideas o f th e ir  own. The social c ris is  th a t began in  1929 
and caught the “ lib e ra ls " unaware compelled them  to  c ling  to 
the U .S .S .R .  like  a saving anchor. In popu la riz ing  the successes 
o f the p lann ing  p rinc ip le  and in  the cautious counterpois ing of 
th is  p rinc ip le  to  cap ita lis t anarchy, these gentlem en tem p o ra rily  
found a m ission. They had absolute ly no independent program  
o f action fo r  the U n ited  States; bu t fo r  th a t, they  were able 
to cover up th e ir  own muddleheadedness w ith  an idealized 'image 
o f the U .S .S .R .

In  fa c t, the " fr ie n d s h ip ” w ith  Moscow s ign ified  the reconc ilia ­
tio n  o f bourgeois libe ra lism  w ith  the bureaucracy w h ich  had 
strang led the October R evolution. The m ore extensive the p r i­
vileges o f the new leading s tra tum  became, and the m ore con­
servative i t  grew  in the defense o f its  p riv ileges— the g rea te r 
became the num ber o f its  friends  among the bourgeois -intel­
lectuals and the libe ra ls , snobs who keep up w ith  the vogue 
o f the day. The insp ire rs  o f th is  s tate o f m ind became W a lte r 
D u ran ty  and Louis F ischer, d o w n righ t sycophants o f the Soviet 
o liga rchy. Under th e ir  guidance, sm all-m inded professors, me­
diocre poets, law yers who had no t succeeded in a tta in in g  p ro­
minence, bored w idows, and o rd in a ry  lonesome ladies, seriously 
began to  take th e ir  fr ien dsh ip  w ith  the Soviet Embassy in 
W ashington fo r  service in  the in te rests o f the October Revolu­
tion . M any o f them  displayed a readiness to  defend the Soviet 
Union to the las t drop o f b lo o d . . . .  not the irs , to be sure, bu t 
th a t o f the “ T ro ts k y is ts .”

R E E D  A N D . . . .  D U R A N T Y

In  the heroic epoch o f the revo lu tion , the representative o f  
A m erican public op in ion in  Moscow was John Reed. A t  th a t tim e, 
W a lte r D u ra n ty  was located in  R iga, w o rk in g  as professional 
ca lum n ia to r o f the revo lu tion  and o f its  leaders. In  la te r years, 
D u ran ty  became the p rinc ip a l lin k  between the Soviet bureau­
cracy and “ l ib e ra l”  pub lic  opin ion in  the U n ited  States. The 
m ora l con trast between John Reed and W a lte r D u ra n ty  w e ll 
re flec ts  the p o lit ic a l antagonism  between Bolshevism and S ta lin ­
ism. I f  the ed itors o f the N a tio n  and the New Republic ta x  th e ir  
■ingenuity to  avoid an understand ing o f  th is  antagonism , i t  is 
because such p e tty  tradesmen in  lies as, D u ra n ty  and Louis 
F ischer are incom parab ly closer to them  in s p ir it  than the heroic 
John Reed.*

Is  i t  s u rp ris in g  th a t the present bureaucracy o f the  K re m lin

is incom parab ly m ore su itab le  to  the dem ocratic oracles than 
was the re vo lu tio n a ry  p a r ty  o f Len in?  Jus t as in  the past they 
did not understand the laws o f the revo lu tion , so today the y  do 
no t understand the laws o f  reaction. They hoped th a t the bureau­
cracy, no t w ith o u t th e ir  benevolent cooperation, would become 
increasing ly  respectable and “ hum an.”  F a ith  in  un in te rrup ted  
and au tom atic  progress has no t been extirpa ted , to the present 
day, fro m  the heads o f these people. They have been unable 
to draw  any conclusions a t a ll even fro m  the fa c t th a t the 
dem ocratic p e tty  bourgeoisie, whose flesh  o f the flesh they  are, 
transfo rm ed its e lf  in  a few  years in Germ any in to  an a rm y  o f 
fascism . They were even less capable o f understand ing the 
m a lign an t evo lu tion o f the S ta lin is t bureaucracy.

LO G IC  OF C LASS S TR U G G LE

Lam entable indeed is he who, in  the g re a t tu rn s  o f h is to ry , 
confines h im se lf to  em p irica l conjecture instead o f pene tra ting  
in to  the im m inen t logic o f the class s trugg le . In  the psychological 
sense, the defendants were in e re ly  ins trum en ts  in  the hands 
o f the G .P .U .  Inq u is ition . In  the h is to rica l sense, the In q u is it­
or, S ta lin , is m ere ly  an in s tru m en t in  the hands o f the bureau­
cracy which has landed in  a b lind  a lley. The bureaucracy its e lf  
is  m ere ly  an in s tru m en t o f  the pressure o f w o rld  im peria lism . 
The Soviet masses hate the bureaucracy. W orld  im peria lism  
regards i t  as a too l th a t has ou tlived  its  usefulness and makes 
preparations to  ove rtu rn  it .  The bureaucracy seeks* to dupe the 
masses. I t  seeks to  dupe w o rld  im peria lism . I t  lies on both fro n ts . 
So th a t the t ru th  sha ll not f i l te r  ou t past the fro n t ie r  no r f i lte r  
in to  the cou n try  fro m  abroad, the bureaucracy a llow s on ly  “ re ­
lia b le " people to enter o r leave the country.

I t  surrounds the Soviet Union w ith  a border pa tro l palisade 
such as the w orld  has never seen and w ith  a countless pack o f 
police dogs. (Continued on page 4)

*W . D u ran ty , in  «nite o f his genuine Ang lo-Saxon “ sou l,”  
pa rtic ipa tes  'in the Moscow fram e-uns in a s tr ic t ly  n la n fu l 
m anner, side by side w ith  the judges, the prosecutor, the defend­
ants,' and in general w ith  people who have a “ Russian sou l.”  
However, D u ra n tv  was no t even confronted w ith  the necessity 
to choose every day between li fe  and death. H is  colleague, M r. 
H aro ld  Denny, a man who obviously has an A m erican soul, 
even i f  no t o f ve ry  la rge  dimensions, has speedily adapted h im ­
se lf to  the to ta lita r ia n  reg im e. Faced w ith  the need o f choosing 
between lean-stomached t ru th  and fa t  sandwiches, he unhes ita t­
in g ly  took his stand w ith  the sandwiches and V ysh insky. I t  is 
creatures o f h is  s tr ip e  who are the source o f in sp ira tio n  fo r  
“ l ib e ra l”  pub lic  opin ion.

TROTSKY’S LIFE IS MENACED!
By M A X  S H A C H T M A N

A n in te rna tiona l assassin is en rou te  to  M exico.
l ie  sailed ea rly  th is  week from  the  po rt o f Galveston, Texas, 

fo r  the port o f Vera Cruz, Mexico, to  ca rry  ou t the mission; 
assigned to  him by his gangste r ove rlo rds: TO O R G A N IZ E  T H E  
M U R D E R  O F  LEO N T R O TS K Y .

In  th is  country he is known to  certa in  c irc les  by the name o f 
George M in k— known to the  Philadelph ia  police as a pe tty  larceny 
crook—subsequently known to the w orkers on New Y o rk ’s w a te r­
fro n t as the  fina nc ia lly  well-heeled boss o f the Hite “ M arine  
W orkers In d u s tria l U n io n ” organized nine years ago by the 
Com m unist P a rty .

Worried In Moscow
In  Moscow, a fte r  the inev itab le  collapse o f his “ Union,,”  he> 

was known as an associate o f J u lie t S tu a rt P oyn tz in  the  Red 
In te rn a tio n a l o f Labor Unions (th e  “ p ro fin te rn ") , where he 
worked in  re a lity  as an agent o f the  G. P. U., especially charged 
w ith  surve illance over A m erican com m unists and o ther v is ito rs  
to  Moscow’s hotels. He is a re la tive  by n^arriage o f the S ta lin is t 
chief, A rno ld  Lozovsky, head o f the Red In te rn a tio n a l o f I,ahor 
Unions p r io r  to  its  d isso lu tion .

In  1935, the New Y o rk  T im es reported in  a d ispatch dated 
from  Copenhagen, Denm ark, Ju ly  30, tha t “ tw o  Am ericans, 
George M in k  and N icholas Sherman, arrested tw o  m onths ago, 
were condemned today to eighteen m onths in prison under the 
accusation o f espionage." The tw o  had been apprehended in 
Denm ark fo r  th e ir  espionage a c tiv itie s  in  behalf o f the G. P. U.

More recently , we learn fro m  the charges made by C arla  
Tresca, ed ito r o f the anarch is t weekly “ I I  M a rte llo " , who bases 
h im se lf upon the secret investiga tions o f the anarcho-syndica l­
is ts  in Spain, M in k  was engaged fo r  m ore than a year in  w o rk ­
in g  as head o f the m urderous G. P. U . in  Barcelona, where,* 
under the name o f A lf fe d  Herz, he and his agents were in s tru ­
m ental in  o rg an iz in g  the 'a rres t and assassination -o f- l i te ra l ly ,  
hundreds o f m il ita n t  anarch ists, members o f the P. O. U. M. and 
o f the F ourth  In te rn a tion a l.

He Killed Berneri
I t  was “ H e rz " and his assistant, “ H e rm a n ”  (N icho las Sher­

m an?), who organized the fou l assassination o f the noble Ita lia n  
anarch ist leader in Barcelona, C am illo  Berneri and his comrade 
B arb ie ri.

I t  was M ink, whose descrip tion  ta llie s  fu lly  in every de ta il 
w ith  th a t o f “ Herz,”  who to ld  the wounded E ng lish  m ilit ia m a n , 
Parker, on A p r i l 31, 1937— the ve ry  eve o f the fam ous M ay 
events in Barcelona— -that “ in a few  days we’re go ing to  get 
M ou lin  and a ll the o ther goddamned T ro ts k y is ts .”  S ho rtly  the re ­
a fte r, ou r comrade M ou lin , leader o f the  F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a lis ts  
in  Cata lonia , disappeared and has n o t been heard o f since.

I t  was M in k  who was known th rou gh ou t Barcelona as the 
man d ire c tly  responsible fo r  the a rre s t o f John M cN a ir, repre­
sen ta tive  in Spain o f the  Independent Labor P a rty  o f England.

I t  was M in k —“ H e rz ”  who was responsible fo r  the disappear­
ance and probable k idnapp ing  to  Moscow o f M arc  Rein, son o f 
Rafael Abram ovich, M enshevik member o f the  Bureau o f the 
Second In te rn a tion a l, and o f E rw in  W o lf, fo rm er secre tary to  
Leon T ro tsky .

I t  was M in k  —  “ H e rz ”  who, under the  d irec tion  o f S ovie t 
Consul-General Antonov-O vscyenko, ca rried  on a re ign  o f te rro r  
aga inst a ll those m ilita n ts  who refused to  bow to  the to ta lita r ia n  
power o f S ta lin ism  in  Spain.

Preceded By Other Agents
Now th is  m urderous thu g  is on his w ay to  M exico, and when 

th is  appears in  p r in t, w i l l  probably have a rrived  in  the  cap ita l, 
where Leon T ro ts k y  and his w ife  have been granted an asylum  
which has proved to  be a hone in  the  th ro a t o f the K re m lin  
fram e-up  cam arilla .

M in k  has been preceded by a num ber o f o ther S ta lin is t agents. 
M ore than a m onth ago we made pub lic  the  fad t, transm itte d  
to  us from  France, th a t a certa in  Georges F ourn ia ], m ember o f 
the notorious S ta lin is t “ In te rn a tio n a l o f E ducationa l W orke rs ”  

(Continued on page 3)

Twelve SWPers Injured By 
Hoodlum Attack In Chicago

C H IC AG O . —  A n organized 
gang o f S ta lin is ts  carried  ou t a 
planned a ttack  aga inst members 
o f the Socia list W orkers  P a rty  
and the Y oung Peoples Socia lis t 
League d is tr ib u tin g  le a fle ts  a 
block away fro m  E a rl B row der’s 
m eeting  in Chicago las t Wednes­
day and succeeded in  in ju r in g  12 
o f the d is tr ibu to rs .

A f te r  hav ing  listened fo r  tw o 
hours to B row de r’s exhorta tions 
to  the people to ra l ly  to  the 
support o f “ dem ocracy.”  over 60 
S ta lin is t hoodlums system atica l­
ly  attacked and heat un the 4th 
In te rn a tio n a lis ts , y h o  were dis­
t r ib u tin g  copies o f the “ Open 
L e tte r  to the Com m unist P a r ty ” 
p rin ted  in  the  S oc ia lis t Appeal 
o f M arch 19.

Led by  Claude L ig h tfo o t, p ro ­
m in en t Com m unist P a r ty  mem,-

ber, and “ Red" K ruck . hoodlum 
sym pa th ize r o f the  C .P .,  the 
gang ordered the Y .P .S .L .  and 
S .W .P . members o f f  the streets, 
seized th e ir  rem a in ing  lea fle ts , 
and proceeded to  beat them  up 
— men and women im p a rt ia lly .

N o t satisfied w ith  p lay in g  
the ro le  o f a vo lun teer c a n ita lis t 
police force, when the un ifo rm ed 
police a rrived  the S ta lin is ts  
po in ted ou t the 4th In te rn a tio n ­
a lis ts  to  them  and demanded th a t 
they be arrested.

The “ Open L e t te r ”  was read 
a v id ly  b y  w o rkers  who had a t ­
tended the B row der m eeting and 
w itnessed the attack. M any o f 
the  lea fle ts  which had fa lle n  to  
the pavem ent in  the  melee wore 
picked up by  w o rkers  w ho have 
ideas of, th e ir  own abou t “ demo­
cracy .”



2 SOCIALIST APPEAL

Teachers Union Ousted 
By Joint Committee

Company Union Type of Organization Moves With 
Reactionary Wave; Conciliatory Methods 

Of Local 5 Prove Bankrupt
N E W  Y O R K .— F o llo w in g  im -®  

m ed ia te ly  upon the dose o f  the 
leg is la tive  session in A lbany, 
where i t  worked feve rish ly  to  de­
fe a t the progressive teacher and 
ch ild  w e lfa re  leg is la tion  in tro ­
duced by the Teachers Union, 
Local 5, the Jo in t Com m ittee o f 
Teachers O rgan iza tions on A p r i l 
7, ousted Local 5 fro m  the com­
m ittee  by a vote o f 82 to 25.

The ostensible reasons given 
were " c r it ic is m ”  and "charges" 
made by the representatives o f  
the Teachers Union in 1936 and 
1937 rega rd ing  the Com m ittee’s 
actions in  A lbany.

the union membership a proposal 
to  a ff ilia te  Local 5 w ith  the N a­
tio n a l Education Association (no t 
to be confused w ith  the Am erican 
Education A ssoc ia tion ), the na­
tio n a l company union o f teach­
ers, superv isor-con tro lled r iv a l 
o f the A m erican Federation o f 
Teachers.

M il ita n t  Slate

Line-up \V ith  Reaction

T h is move serves notice on the 
teachers o f New Y o rk  th a t the 
J o in t Com m ittee takes its  place 
w ith  the dangerously g row ing  
forces o f reaction, re trenchm ent 
and hyste ria  as expressed most 
cha rac te ris tica lly  by the Mc- 
Naboe-Devaney b ill in  A lbany 
and the "E duca tiona l S ignpost” 
in  the school system. (The "S ig n ­
p o s t” is the publication o f a 
new ly-organized A m erican Educa­
tio n  Association whose purpose 
is to eradicate rad ica lism , " le f t ­
ism ,”  and a ll progressive educa­
tio n  fro m  the New Y ork  C ity  
schools.)

T h is  action also serves notice 
on the Board of Education 
au tho ritie s  th a t the Jo in t Com­
m ittee  w il l  pe rfo rm  w e ll its  
fun c tion  o f company union and 
lead in  the a ttem p t to smash the 
on ly organ iza tion  which can serve 
the in te rests o f the classroom 
teacher, nam ely, the Teachers 
Union.

The Jo in t Com m ittee o f  Teach­
ers O rgan iza tions, o r ig in a lly  the 
jo in t  S alary Com m ittee, is com­
posed o f delegates o f some 76 
teachers’ organ izations, the over­
w he lm ing  m a jo r ity  o f wh ich are 
the do lla r-a -year, supervisor- 
favored, bu rea ucra tica lly -co n tro l­
led company union type o f o rga­
n iza tion . W h ile  the com m ittee i t ­
se lf contains some 60 per cent 
classroom teachers, the rea l con­
t ro l is vested in the se lf-perpe­
tu a tin g  executive com m ittee, 
where 12 o f the 20 members are 
supervisors, and in the leg is la ­
t iv e  com m ittee, where fo u r o f  the 
s ix  members are supervisors.

Demand Reorganization

One o f the im p o rtan t demands 
o f the opposition in Local 5 be­
fo re  the L e fko w itz  s p lit  was th a t 
the union demand a reorganiza­
tio n  o f  the J o in t Com m ittee to 
g ive more dem ocratic representa­
tion  to the classroom teachers 
whose do lla rs are collected each 
year. The Union had p rev iously  
adopted a po licy o f m ilita n t cam­
pa ign ing  fo r  dem ocra tiza tion  of 
the Jo in t Com m ittee. Under the 
pressure o f the opposition, the 
com m ittee had already made 
some s lig h t concessions.

B u t ju s t a t th is  tim e, a change 
took place in  the "R a n k -a n d -F ile " 
group, now the m a jo r ity  group 
in  the union. Instead o f fo llo w ­
in g  th rough  on its  cam paign, and 
re in fo rc in g  the demands o f the 
classroom teachers fo r  demo­
c ra tic  representation in the com­
m ittee , there was a sudden 
sw itch  to conc ilia tion  and fr ie n d ­
liness. N o th ing  m ust be said or 
done to antagonize the Jo in t 
Com m ittee. The union would w in  
them  over by the sweetness and 
l ig h t  o f People’s F rontism . 
Un ion teachers in the schools, 
le f t  w ith o u t d irectives, docile ly 
supported the Jo in t Com m ittee 
requests fo r  funds, even w h ile  i t  
was a tta ck in g  union b ills . The 
present "R a n k -a n d -F ile " adm i­
n is tra tio n , under the guise o f 
“ P rog ress iv ism ," has proved i t ­
se lf in th is  respect as well as 
others to have betrayed the in ­
terests o f the teachers to the 
same extent as Le fko w itz  did in 
the old ad m in is tra tion .

Oppose False Policy

The Independent Group has 
been organized as a s trong  and 
g ro w in g  opposition w ith in  the 
un ion to such policies, as w e ll 
as to  the po licy o f tu rn in g  the 
union in to  a p ro -w a r o rgan iza­
tio n  behind the slogans o f "c o l­
lective s e cu rity " and support o f 
P resident Roosevelt’s "peace 
p o licy ." Proposals fo r  a m ilita n t 

' cam paign aga inst the J o in t Com­
m ittee  made by representatives 
o f the Independents w ith in  the 
un ion com m ittees, were turned 
down by the ad m in is tra tion  as 
recen tly  as tw o  week ago, but 
new, when its  leaders can no 
longer defend th e ir  polic ies be­
fo re  the membership, they hast­
en to  adopt measures they should 
have carried out long ago, a l­
though some o f these leaders s t i l l  
continue to m outh em pty phrases 
about “ u n ity ."

I t  is h ig h ly  s ig n ifica n t' o f the 
a d m in is tra tio n ’s a tt itu d e  tow ard 
company unionism  among teach­
ers th a t they have placed before

In  the elections o f o fficers and 
executive board to be held next 
m onth, the Independents are ru n ­
n ing  a f u l l  s la te aga inst the ad­
m in is tra tio n  upon a program  o f 
m il ita n t action as opposed to 
p la y in g  around w ith  Dem ocratic 
and Republican po litic ians, ex­
posure o f the ro le o f the Jo in t 
Com m ittee and an active cam ­
pa ign fo r  its  reo rgan iza tion , op­
position to the p ro -w ar po licy o f 
co llective secu rity  and fo r  a 
sound dem ocratic union adm in i­
s tra tio n  in the in terests o f a ll the 
teachers. O n ly upon such a p ro­
gram  can the union f ig h t o f f  its 
m any enemies and continue to 
g row  as a fo rce  in the New Y ork  
school system.

Rochester Unions 
Begin Organizing 
Jobless Workers

AFL Affiliates Support 
Drive To Unite 

Unemployed

Stalinists Turn Out
For St. Louis Rally

ST. LO U IS , Mo.— A la rge and 
s t ir r in g  a n ti-w a r ra l ly  was held 
here by the Socia list W orkers 
P a rty  on A p r i l  6, the 21st an­
n ive rsa ry  o f A m erica ’s e n try  in to  
the w o rld  w ar.

The audience, inc lud ing  10 
rank-and -file  members o f the 
S ta lin is t p a rty , greeted w ith  
prolonged applause the call of 
B. J. W id ick , na tiona l labor sec­
re ta ry  o f the S .W .P . ,  fo r  them 
to  jo in  our ranks fo r  a revo lu ­
t io n a ry  s trugg le  ag a in s t im pe l 
r ia l is t  w a r and fascism.

“ N o t since I  had 15 rank-and- 
file  members o f the S ta lin is t 
p a rty  a t the Ind iana H a rbo r a n ti­
w a r ra l ly  have I  seen such a large 
group o f aw akening S ta lin is ts  a t 
a m ee ting ,” W id ick  to ld  the aud­
ience.

In  both instances the rank-and- 
file  v io la ted Com m unist P a rty  
orders to  boycott the S .W .P . 
meetings.

NMU OPPOSITION 
SHOWS LACK OF 
CLARITY IN POLL
Various Elements Mixed 

In ‘Rank and File 
Pilot’ Group

RO CH ESTER , N . Y .— W ith  the 
aim  o f b r in g in g  unemployed 
w orkers  d ire c tly  in to  the recog­
nized trade union movement, 
steps are being taken to  organize 
W .P .A .  w orkers o f Rochester 
under a cha rte r o f the In te rn a ­
tio n a l Laborers U n ion, A .F . o f L. 
a ff ilia te , i t  was announced here 
la s t week.

The plan has received the fu l l  
endorsement and support o f the 
C entra l Trades and Labor 
Council, local lodges o f the R a il­
w ay Brotherhoods, and several 
locals o f A .F .  o f L . a ffilia tes .

F irs t  C harte r G ranted

The new charte r, f irs t  granted 
in th is  area, provides fo r  reduc­
ed in it ia t io n  fees and low m onth ly  
dues. Such an organ iza tion , ac­
co rd ing  to  Fred S trub le , pres­
ident o f the local, w ill enable 
union w orkers who become un­
employed and are forced to drop 
th e ir  re g u la r un ion a ffilia tio n , to 
continue to have th e ir  w e lfa re  
guarded th rou gh  union connec­
tions.

The group ins trum en ta l in 
ga in ing  the cha rte r were the 
founders o f the W orkers A lliance  
in th is  section, who have since 
resigned because o f the d is ru p t­
ive ac tiv itie s  o f the S ta lin is ts . 
The W orkers  A lliance, a t one 
tim e  1,500 strong , has dw indled 
u n t il a scant 40 members rem ain.

The S ta lin is ts , fo llo w in g  on a 
local scale th e ir  na tional line, 
have consistently slandered and 
attacked a ll m ilita n ts  in the 
unemployed fie ld, and have re­
duced the Rochester W orkers 
A lliance  to an 'im potent Com­
m un is t P a rty  group.

N E W  Y O R K — Ais the f i r s t  
un ion-w ide election in the N a­
tion a l M a ritim e  Union began last 
week, an opposition slate, issued 
by the group around the Rank 
and F ile  P ilo t, a n ti-S ta lin is t 
w eekly newspaper edited by Oc­
tave Loones, was circu la ted on 
the New Y ork  w a te rfro n t.

R e p rin ting  the ba llo t, using red 
ink  and the ham m er and sickle 
emblem to id e n tify  the S ta lin is ts  
and th e ir  stooges, the lea fle t 
called on the members to  elect 
“ sea-going rank and f i le  seamen” 
to  various posts.

F ly  Progressive Colors

C P . Seeks To Prevent 
United M ay Day Parades
Strait-jacketed Committees Exclude Militants 

From Meetings In Boston, Lynn, Newark 
To Prevent Unity

Fur Strike Ends 
Its Second Week
N E W  YO R K.— A la rge  force 

o f police are p a tro llin g  New 
Y o rk ’s fu r  d is tr ic t as the general 
s tr ik e  o f fu r  w orkers nears the 
end o f its  second week. E ffo rts  
o f  scabs to continue w ork  have 
a lready m e t-w ith  s tern resistance 
fro m  the s tr ike rs , and s tree t 
skirm ishes have resulted in  se­
vera l a rrests by cops busily  en­
gaged in p ro te c ting  the s tr ik e ­
breakers.

M ayo r LaG uard ia, who on ly 
las t year received the en thus i­
astic endorsement o f the F u r 
W orkers  Union, has placed his 
police force a t the disposal o f 
the fu r  m anufacture rs. A  special 
detachm ent o f 75 o ffice rs  are on 
s tr ik e  du ty , and these are aug­
mented by m obile reserves th a t 
speed to the d is tr ic t a t the 
s ligh te s t sign o f m ilita n cy  from  
the pickets.

Despite the police, the w o rk ­
ers are keeping the fu r  shops 
closed. W ell-organized squads 
roam  the d is tr ic t,  p icket lines 
are s trong , and a series o f meet­
ings keep alive the s p ir it  o f the 
workers.

M eanwhile, the S ta lin is t lead­
ers o f the fu rr ie rs , who would 
not dream o fe m b a rra s s in g  the 
m ayor by exposing his use o f 
the police against the s trike rs , 
continue to a tte m p t us ing the 
m a yo rs  offices fo r  s e ttlin g  the 
s tr ike .

W hile  the sponsors call them ­
selves the “ progressive, seagoing 
ran k  and f i le "  the slate actua lly  
represents an am algam  o f a ll the 
various onpositional c l: :r .  a .... 
s tirre d  up .iy the bu reaucra te  
ru le  o f the S ta lin is t clique in 
con tro l o f the N .M .U . Despite 
the presence o f rea l m ilita n ts  
and progressives on the slate, 
the candidates present no clear 
cu t p rogram  no r do they  repre­
sent a genuine ly progressive 
g roup  th a t stands by itse lf.

T h is  is shown c lea rly  by the 
support o ffe red Joseph Curran, 
candidate fo r  president and p re­
sent general organ izer o f the 
N .M .U . C urran, who in the past, 
has exem plified  the w o rs t as­
pects o f S ta lin ism , receives the 
endorsement o f th is  anti-Com - 
m un is t g roup on the basis o f his 
le fthanded slap against t h e  
Com m unist P a rty , delivered a t a 
m eeting o f the deck departm ent 
some weeks ago.

The presence o f C u rran ’s name, 
which stands fo r  the po licy o f 
co n c ilia tin g  and kow -tow ing  to 
the governm ent and the sh ip­
owners a like, is in strange con­
tra s t  to the names o f genuine 
m ilita n ts , such as A r th u r  Thom ­
as and Charles Torres o f the 
G u lf, or Jerome K in g  o f the New 
Y o rk  D is tr ic t. N o r is the name 
o f Jesse Nohoikaiu, a H aw aiian  
sa ilo r and ce rta in ly  a real rank- 
and-file r, com plete ly in harm ony 
w ith  some o f the fo rm e r I .S .U .  
office-holders backed in the slate.

M il ita n t  Group Weakened

The position o f the real m il i­
tan ts  and progressives w ith  the 
N. M. U. is made less tenable, 
ra th e r than strengthened, by the 
support o f th is  group. The tac­
tics o f the group, a tta ck in g  the ir 
opponents s im p ly  as "C om m un­
is ts "  and avo id ing a presentation 
o f a genuine program  fo r  defend­
in g  the in te rests o f the seamen, 
opens the door to a ll sorts  of 
shady elements. The tim e may 
come when the rea l m ilita n ts  
w ill f in d  i t  d if f ic u lt  to exp la in 
th e ir  association w ith  th is  group.

The s trugg le  aga inst the 
"C om m un is ts " m ust be tied up 
w ith  the s trugg le  aga inst op­
po rtun is ts  o f a ll s tripes, w hether 
they be the henchmen o f S ta­
lin  o r d iscred ited fakers.

The ranks o f  the real progres­
sives can he kep t free o f pie-card 
a rtis ts , d isg run tled  fake rs  and 
o u tr ig h t company men on ly by 
fo llow ing , in action, a program  
aga inst the shipowners, against 
the governm ent boards, and 
a ll who would stand in the way 
c a rry in g  out such a program .

BOSTON.— “ T ro ts k y ite s "  were 
excluded fro m  the U n ited  May 
Day Conference called by the 
Com m unist and Socia list parties 
o f Boston la s t Sunday, when re­
presentatives o f the Socialists and 
Lovestoneites bowed to the de­
mand o f the S ta lin is ts  to deny 
seats to  representatives o f the 
Socia list W orkers  P a rty  and the 
Y oung Peoples Socia list League.

A  m in o rity  rep o rt fro m  the 
credentia ls com m ittee, subm itted 
by Socia list and Lovestoneite de­
legates, ask ing th a t the creden­
tia ls  o f the S.W.P. and Y.P.S.L. 
delegates be recognized, was 
voted down, 40 to  11, by a con­
ference packed w ith  S ta lin is ts  
and th e ir  stooges.

A  m otion by one o f the dele­
gates th a t the f lo o r  be given to 
a representative o f the S .W .P . 
fo r  five m inutes was also voted 
down.

Revolu tion ists Barred

D u rin g  the debate, the dele­
gates under discussion were bar­
red fro m  the ha ll and given no 
op p o rtu n ity  to rep ly  to the 
slanderous • accusations o f  the 
S ta lin is ts . P h ilip  F rank fe ld , state 
secre tary o f the Massachusetts 
Com m unist P a rty , denounced the 
T ro tsky ites  as fascists and 
enemies o f the w o rk in g  class, 
basing his charges on c ritic ism  
o f the conduct o f the Com m unist 
P a rty  made by members o f the 
S .W .P . du rin g  the red -ba iting  
hearing  a t the State House.

Delegates representing the So­
c ia lis ts  and Lovestoneites took 
the f lo o r  to defend the r ig h t  of 
the F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a lis ts  to 
p a rtic ip a te  in a un ited f ro n t  on 
M ay Day, bu t f in a lly  capitu lated 
to  the m a jo r ity  decision o f the 
S ta lin is t - dom inated body. A 
courageous re fusa l to abide by 
any such outrageous proposition 
would have forced the hand o f 
the S ta lin is t d is rup te rs ..

T h a t the Socialists and Love- 
I stoneites may s t i l l  w ithd raw  
fro m  such a farce o f a "u n ite d  
f r o n t ”  is no t im possible, especial­
ly  as th e ir  o rgan iza tions in New 
Y 'ork have rejected the h igh­
handed proposals o f the Stalin» 
ists. I t  is possible th a t Boston 
m ay ye t have a rea l united fro n t 
on M ay Day, a un ited f ro n t  tha t 
w i l l  p e rm it the pa rtic ip a tion  o f 
the revo lu tion is ts .

l in is t  puppet set-ups. The only 
bona fide union which had res­
ponded to the call, the Lasters 
Local o f the U n ited Shoe W o rk ­
ers o f Am erica, was un fo rtu n a te ­
ly  represented by two dyed-in- 
the-wool S ta lin is ts .

No sooner had the m eeting 
opened than the assembled S ta­
lin is ts  moved to the task of 
“ k ic k in g  ou t the T ro tsky ite s ." 
They started  out by c la im ing 
th a t the un inv ited  organ izations 
“ did not e x is t” and there fore 
could no t be represented. Jack 
Green moved they be requested 
to  leave and the question was 
im m edia te ly  called. O ur comrades 
v igo rous ly  protested these tactics 
and Green thereupon delivered a 
lynch speech, ca llin g  upon his 
fo llow e rs  to  th ro w  ou t “ these 
s tin k in g  elem ents.”

S ta lin is ts  Isolated

Our comrades departed amid 
a chorus o f ep ithets. I t  appears 
probable th a t the Lasters w ill 
repud iate the re p o rt o f th e ir  de­
legates and w ith d ra w  fro m  the 
conference, thus leaving the Sta­
lin is ts  h igh  and d ry  in People's 
F ro n t iso la tion.

The w reck ing  tac tics  o f the 
C .P . have so disgusted union 
labor in Lynn th a t the workers 
are apathetic tow ard  any kind 
o f M ay Day celebration. The 
S .W .P . ,  however, w i l l  hold its  
ow n M ay Day m eeting and en­
deavor to  make i t  a genuine 
w o rk ing  class celebration.

Barred In Newark

Same Tactics In Lynn

L Y N N , Mass,— Last Saturday 
m orn ing  the S ta lin is ts  here 
staged th e ir  annual c low n-p lay 
o f "k ic k in g  out the T ro ts k y ite s " 
fro m  the-ir p riva te  M ay Day con­
ference.

The M ay Day call th is  year 
was signed by several trade 
un ionists. A ltho ug h  some o f them 
are sincere m ilita n ts , they never­
theless represented only, the m ­
selves. I t  goes w ith o u t saying 
th a t in v ita tio n s  were no t sent to 
the Socia list W orkers  P a rty  or 
o rgan iza tions sym pathetic to  it .

Crash Conference

Nevertheless, delegates from  
the S .W .P . ,  Local 134 o f the 
W orkers  A lliance, and the W ork ­
ers Defense League, crashed the 
“ Pre - M ay Day Conference," 
w h ich  m et in the h a ll o f the fake 
"A m e rica n  Com ittee fo r  A id  to 
A rm e n ia .”

A  dozen delegates were pre­
sent fro m  the In te rn a tion a l 
W orkers  O rder, the Russian Club, 
the Am erican League fo r  Peace 
and Democracy and o the r Sta-

NFJW ARK, N. J. —  Socia list 
W orkers P a rty  delegates to the i 
N ew ark M ay Day conference are 
to  be denied credentia ls fo r  
fu r th e r  pa rtic ip a tion  in the p re­
pa ra tion  o f the M ay Day cele­
bra tions. Our p a rty  is also to be 
debarred fro m  the celebrations 
themselves.

Decision to  exclude our dele­
gates was taken a t a conference 
session tho rough ly  packed by 
S ta lin is ts  and th e ir  stooges and 
noted fo r  the a lm ost to ta l ab­
sence o f delegates from  those 
tra d e  unions w h ich a t a previous 
session had voted to seat the 
S .W .P . delegates.

Regimented Vote

The vote a t the session was 
a lm ost iden tica l on p ra c tica lly  
every question, approx im ate ly  
64 votes fo r  the S ta lin is t proposal 
to about s ix  against.

On a proposal to  in v ite  a Ne­
g ro  speaker fo r  M ay Day, the 
S ta lin is ts  voted so lid ly  fo r  L e tt 
o f the reactionary  U rban League 
as against P laskett, m ilita n t 
W orkers A lliance  figh te r.

None o f the Steel W orkers  O r­
gan iz ing  Com m ittee lodges in 
the G reater N ew ark area, em­
bracing a membership o f some 
6,000, had delegates present. N or 
did the Am algam ated C lo th ing 
W orkers  and the In te rn a tion a l 
Ladies G arm ent W orkers Union. 
A ll have w ith d ra w n  —  the 
S . W . O . C . because i t  could not 
meet the tax  voted on the unions 
by the S ta lin is t-co n tro lled  con­
ference.

Contact Unions

The S .W .P . ,  in a le tte r to  the 
the trade unions o f the G reater 
N ew ark area, has re-emphasized 
its  desire to dem onstrate w ith  
labo r and pointed ou t the reasons 
fo r  its  exclusion fro m  the con­
ference, nam ely, its  class s trugg le  
program . The S .W .P . plans a 
M ay Day m eeting to which i t  is 
in v it in g  a ll trade unionists.

American League Fails To 
Get Response in Yorkville
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N E W  YO R K.— In  the heart of 
p ro le ta rian  Y o rk v ille  a Socia list 
P a rty  pac ifis t m aneuver, conceiv­
ed in the best s ty le  o f the Ame­
rican League fo r  Peace and De­
mocracy, foundered ignom inious- 
ly  las t week.

Despite the fa c t th a t goodly 
sums had been spent fo r  ad ve rtis ­
ing  and th a t a t least 75 o rg an i­
zations had been contacted fo r 
a m eeting to  establish a Y o rk - 
v il lc  branch o f the "Keep Am e­
rica  Out o f W a r”  movement, 
on ly fo u r delegates and one ob­
server attended.

The Representation

Two o f the delegates repre­
sented the Socia list P a rty , one 
was fro m  the S . P . -contro lled 
N a tiona l Law yers G uild, w h ile  a 
th ird  represented "C anada" ( ! )  
The "o bse rve r” was sent by the 
German A n ti-F a sc is t Club.

The program  as outlined by 
John Le v in e , chairm an, consist­
ed in propagation o f the s ix -p o in t 
p la tfo rm  of the “ Keep Am erica 
Out o f Wax'" movement, includ­

ing , o f course, " in te rn a tio n a l co­
operation o f na tions," and ad­
vocacy o f a “ dem ocratic declara­
tion  o f w a r along the lines of 
the Ludlow  Am endm ent." The 
p rogram  is to be realized by 
sending pe titions to Congress and 
bu ild ing  a membership organ iza­
tion  s im ila r to the old Am erican 
League A ga in s t W ar and Fasc­
ism — now the League fo r  Peace 
and Democracy.

Speakers a t the m eeting ex­
pressed th e ir  dism ay and amaze­
m ent a t the hopeless flo p  in a t­
tendance and proceeded to decide 
th a t i f  the w orkers would no t 
involve themselves the gospel 
peddlers should.

The com m ittee there fore  re ­
solved to contact personally every 
church in Y o rk v ille , the W ar 
Resisters, W orld  Peaceways, New 
H is to ry  and s im ila r o rgan iza­
tions.

SUBSCRIBE NOW  TO 

TH E SO C IA LIS T  A PPEAL

Newark Union Adopts 
Anti-War Resolution

N E W A R K , N . J.— The Ve­
rona Bronze Powder W orkers 
U n ion, Local 425, In te rn a tion a l 
Un ion o f M ine, M il l and S m elt­
er W orkers, C . I .O . ,  voted at 
■its membership m eeting last 
week the unanimous adoption 
o f the m il ita n t a n ti-w a r reso­
lu tio n  passed by the C entra l 
Labor U n ion o f M inneapolis 
and published in the Socia list 
Appeal o f A p r i l 2.

Adoption o f the reso lution 
wfes voted a f te r  a fu l l  and 
liv e ly  discussion o f the w ar 
policies o f the Roosevelt ad­
m in is tra tio n  and o f certa in 
forces w ith in  the labor move­
ment.

The local is p re pa ring  to 
demand, when the present con­
tra c t expires, even be tte r con­
d itions than those obtained 
as a re su lt o f th e ir  100 per 
cent e ffec tive  s it-down last 
F a ll in the p lan ts o f the 
A m erican Bronze Powder 
Company. Delegates to the 
N ew ark M ay Day Com m ittee 
were ins tructed  to m a in ta in  
a firm  a n ti-w a r, an ti-co llective  
secu rity  stand.

LABOR PLAYING 
PENNSYLVANIA 

BOSS POLITICS
Lewis Sets Out To Take 

Over Democratic 
Party Machine

(Continued from  page 1)
ch ine-po litic ians. The presence of 
Kennedy on one o f the slates and 
its  backing by Labor’s Non- 
P artisan  League no more a lte rs  
th is  fa c t than would the selec­
tio n  o f a labor bureaucra t as 
Secretary o f  Labor tu rn  the c u r­
re n t U . S . reg im e in to  a w o rk ­
ers’ governm ent.

S ta lin is ts  Back Democrats

I t  goes w ith o u t saying th a t 
the S ta lin is ts , who have given 
up even the pretense o f inde­
pendent w o rk in g  class po litics , 
are among the m ost active De­
m ocra tic  p a rty  hacks in the 
p r im a ry  figh t.

The A .F '.  o f L . condemnation 
o f the Kennedy slate has been 
pointed to by Labor’s N o n -P a rti­
san League and by the S ta lin is ts  
as an act o f “ treach e ry ." T rue 
enough; and true  also th a t the 
condemnation sprung from  
th o ro ug h ly  reactionary m otives. 
B u t the action o f L . N . P . L .  and 
the S ta lin is ts  in ha m -s tring ing  
the w orkers and keeping them 
bound to the Dem ocratic machine 
a t ju s t the tim e  when the w o rk ­
ers themselves are ready to take 
a m ig h ty  step fo rw a rd  is no less 
treachery.

The w orkers are go ing to have 
to  take th ings  in to  th e ir  own 
hands i f  L . N . P . L .  is not to 
prove m erely and exclus ive ly  one 
more add itiona l yoke around 
th e ir  necks. I t  w ill never become 
in any sense an in s tru m en t o f 
class action by re ly in g  on the 
good w i l l  o f Lew is, Kennedy, 
and Browder. The Pennsylvania 
experience is p ro v in g  th is  much 
in a ve ry  thorough manner.
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W A A  M eet Sedulously 
Skirts Vital Problems

(Continued from  page 1)

the C .P . than the S ta lin is ts  tu rn ­
ed the convention in to  a hog- 
ca llin g  contest, w ith  the fem ale 
S ta lin is ts  having the edge. In  
the m idst o f the bedlam, W ise­
m an appealed to the cha ir to ru le 
Rhoda Pearson out o f order. 
Chairm an W ill is  M organ p ro m p t­
ly  obliged.

S ta lin is ts  Run Riot

A ppea ling  the decision o f the 
cha ir, N e il H a rrison  fo r  the Pro­
gressives pointed out th a t a p re ­
vious speaker had attacked the 
T ro tsky is ts  and had not been 
ru led ou t o f  order. In  scath ing 
te rm s , he lashed the S ta lin is t to ­
ta lita r ia n  conception o f demo­
cracy w h ile  the S ta lin is ts  howled 
and booed.

Lasser took over the cha ir and 
gave the f lo o r  to Rhoda Pearson, 
who pointed ou t th a t i t  was the 
tru th  o f her rem arks which was 
causing a ll the " in d ig n a t io n .” 
She declared: " I f  any o ther pa rty , 
fro m  the Republicans to the 
T ro tsky is ts , is attacked — th a t ’s 
okay. B u t once the Com m unist 
P a rty  clique comes under fire  
the speaker is stopped."

Charge Retracted

A  m otion  to re fe r Pearson’s 
charges to the Rules Com m ittee 
was carried by the S ta lin is t- 
packed convention. H a rrison  then : 
moved to re fe r the charges o f 
T ro ts k y is t d is rup tion  to the same 
com m ittee. T h is  caused a l i t t le  
panic am ong the red-ba iters and 
Campbell, one o f the Harlem  
delegates, a S ta lin is t, took the 
f lo o r  and adm itted  th a t they 
ac tu a lly  knew o f no T ro ts k y is t 
d is rup tion  in th e ir  local. " I t  was 
ju s t  a s lip  o f the tongue ," he 
explained.

A t  a m eeting o f the ru les com­
m ittee  next day, arrangem ents 
were made to w ith d ra w  the en tire  
m a tte r fro m  the convention f lo o r  
and to have an " im p a r t ia l com­
m itte e " investiga te  S ta lin is t d is­
c rim ina tio n  on W .P .A .  p ro ­
jects.

F inances took up a la rge  p a rt 
o f  the convention’s tim e. I t  was 
here th a t the on ly d iv is ion in the 
m ono lith ic  S ta lin is t caucus ap­
peared. M em bership cards were 
increased to 30 cents and dues 
stam ps "s tan da rd ize d ”  a t 25 
cents fo r  unemployed. The ba ttle  
was fo u g h t over a m a tte r o f tw o 
cents. Sam ’W isem an, as c ity  
treasurer, led a figh t to increase

the price paid to his o ffice fo r  
dues stamps fro m  10 to 12 cents. 
He fin a lly  w ent down to  defeat 
a fte r  f ig h tin g  v a lia n tly  fo r  the 
tw o  cents. H a rrison  made a de­
te rm ined  e f fo r t  to have the dues 
changes re fe rred  to  a referendum  
vote o f the m embership bu t was 
voted down.

S. P. Delegates Sw itch

A  num ber o f resolutions, 
though  none dealing w ith  the im ­
m ediate and v ita l problems o f 
the unemployed, were reported 
out by the reso lu tions com m ittee. 
On the question o f the a ttitu d e  
o f the A lliance  tow ard  the Am e­
r ica n  Labor P a rty , the com m it­
tee was divided. The tw o  Social­
is t P a rty  members on the com­
m ittee  b rough t in a reso lu tion 
opposing the People’s F'ront line 
o f the S ta lin is ts . B u t a t the last 
m inu te , they w ith d re w  th e ir  own 
reso lu tion  and united w ith  the 
S ta lin is ts  to  ca rry  a weasel- 
worded People’s F ro n t type o f 
reso lu tion  which called, in te r 
a lia , fo r  cooperation w ith  the 
Am erican League fo r  Peace and 
Democracy.

The m ilita n t a n ti-w a r reso lu­
tio n  o f the M inneapolis Centra l 
Labor Council, presented by 
David Cowles fo r  the P rogres­
sives, was o f course voted down.

C. P. S late Elected

The ru les com m ittee, which 
included tw o  S. P . members, 
b rough t in  a sla te  fo r  the  new 
jo in t  board, com ple te ly dom inat­
ed by the S ta lin is ts  a lthough 
inc lud ing  fo u r  S .P . nominees. A  
m in o r ity  o f the com m ittee nom i­
nated and spoke fo r .  N e il H a r­
rison, who was voted on and de­
feated. O ther nominees fro m  thv 
f lo o r  m et the same fa te  and then 
the combined C .P .-S .P . slate 
was pu t to the vote and elected 
en bloc.

The convention, taken as a 
whole, presented a pe rfect p ic tu re  
o f a S ta lin is t-co n tro lled  o rg an i­
zation and as such qu ite inca­
pable o f advancing the true  in ­
terests o f the unemployed w o rk ­
ers. As long as the con tro l o f 
the S ta lin is ts  lasts, the A lliance 
w i l l  continue to be an in s tru ­
m ent o f  class co llabora tion ist«  
and collective secu rity  w a r­
m ongering. The lesson fo r  the 
unemployed —  Break the S ta lin ­
is t s tra n g le h o ld !

Appeal Army
I t  is not too la te  to  place vour 

orders fo r  ex tra  copies o f the 
M ay 1st issue o f the Appeal 
which prom ises to be as popu lar 
as the a n ti-w a r issue. L e t’s not 
repeat the m istake o f fa il in g  to 
order in tim e. Our press run  de­
pends upon a ll locals g e ttin g  
th e ir  orders in a t once.

N o r is i t  too la te  to send g re e t­
ings to the Socia list Appeal fo r  
the special M ay Day ed ition. A ll 
branches and locals have been 
no tified  o f the scale o f prices. 
E ve ry  employed p a rty  member 
and sym pa th ize r should be able 
to  take a t least one column inch. 
Send Y our G reetings in a t Once. 

* * *

It. is g ra t i fy in g  to sec locals 
th a t have been com para tive ly  in ­
active in the past as fa r  as the 
Appeal is concerned, ta k in g  hold 
and go ing to  w ork . A llen tow n, 
Pennsylvania, has appointed a 
new lite ra tu re  agent, Ruth Que- 
rio , who, w ith  the cooperation o f 
the A llen tow n comrades, has 
s ta rted  p u ttin g  the local on the 
map by increasing the bundle 
order and s tra ig h te n in g  o u t ac­
counts.

Joseph A lm ansburge r, l ite ra ­
ture agent in Rochester, New 
Y o rk , is also doing good w o rk  
fo r  the Appeal. He has increased 
his bundle o rder tw ice  'in the 
past month.

A nd o f course K a rl Shier in 
Chicago m ust be m entioned in  
th is  column. He has m ore than 
doubled Chidago’s bundle order 
since the drive  s ta rted , b rough t 
the local ou t o f debt, and s t ill 
goes on.

I f  Abe M ille r  in New Y ork  
puts a ll o f his ideas in to  practice, 
we’ll have to find new presses 
fo r  the Appeal. The present one

won’t  be able to tu rn  papers out 
fa s t enough.

*  *  *

The fo llo w in g  subscrip tions 
were received th is  past week:

Los Angeles 1
M ontrose, C a lif. 1
Chicago, 111, 3
Ind ianapo lis  1
N ew ark , N. J . 1
Peekskill, N. Y . 2
N E W  Y O R K  C I T Y ........  17

T o ta l 26
* * *

One more week o f the subscrip­
tion  drive  has s t i l l  to  go and New 
Y o rk  is fa r  in the lead. W e re ­
alize th a t a w a d in g  the prizes 
to comrades in Now Y ork  is no t 
e n tire ly  f a i r  to  o ther locals. B ut 
there  w il l  be another drive  in 
the near fu tu re  and we’ll figu re  
out a more equitable method o f 
m ak ing  awards.

B u t the end o f the d rive  does 
no t mean re laxa tion  in sub-get­
t in g . Subscrip tions s t i l l  support 
the Appeal and th is  support m ust 
come fro m  you who read it .

* * *

Los Angeles Local o f • the 
S .W .P .  has sent us, by a ir  m ail, 
a special donation o f $10 w ith  
the accom panying com m ent: 
“ The eight-page paper on A p r i l 
2 sold ou t a lm ost 'im m ediate ly. 
We need more. A l l  the comrades 
and sym path izers in Los Angeles 
have received i t  en thus ias tica lly  
and are anxious to  see an e igh t- 
page Appeal continue w ith  the 
same h igh  ca libe r as the A p r i l 
2 issue. W ith  an e igh t-page paper 
we can im m ed ia te ly  double our 
order. To fa c il ita te  th is , we are 
dona ting  $10 to the Appeal as 
an in it ia l s tep .”

< --------------------------------------------------------------------- — ---------------------------- --■)
Socialist Appeal
116 University Place Date .......................................
New York City

I enclose 5 ................. for which please send me the
Socialist Appeal. One year— ($2.00); Six Months— 
($1.00).

I enclose $ .....................  as my contribution toward
building the Socialist Appeal.

Name ...............................................................
Address ...........................................................
City ................................................................. ..

L----------------------------C .. . ...... ........./
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Mink, Notorious G.P.U. Agent, En Route To Mexico
STALIN’S HIRELINGS 

AIM FOR TROTSKY
(Continued from page t)

and known in Paris as an employee of the G.P.U., had arrived in 
Mexico on an obscure mission.

Subsequent to his arrival, there came to Mexico a well-known 
Stalinist spokesman, recently returned from Spain, where he 
fought the Spanish Civil War from a comfortable hotel room in 
Barcelona, "Captain" Ralph Bates.

Only a few days ago, finally, we learned of the order given 
by the Communist Party in New York to a prominent fanatical 
party member who served as Agitational-Propaganda Director 
for the party in New Jersey and prior to that in Pittsburgh, 
that she leave immediately for "work" in Mexico.

Why Is Mink Going To Mexico?
Why this “concentration” on Mexico? Above all, why the 

dispatch of the international assassin of the G.P.U., George 
Mink?

He can have but one mission: to murder Leon Trotsky.
It has already been established officially by the Swiss police 

that one of the escaped murderers of Iguace Reiss, who went 
under the alias of Rossi, or Rous, but whose real name w’as 
Roland Abbiatte, had in his room when it was raided a map of 
Mexico City and its suburbs and a duplicate of his application 
for a visa to visit Mexico. The purpose of his visit was un­
mistakable.

So is the purpose of Mink's visit!
The Stalin regime has cold-bloodedly framed-up and shot down 

the whole generation of Bolsheviks who made the October Re­
volution possible. The veriest hjandful of them are still alive in 
the Soviet Union and their days are numbered by the Borgias 
in power. Only Leon Trotsky has thus far been out of Stalin’s 
reach.

Now the long, blood-stained arm of the G. P. U. is stretching 
out across continent and sea to put an assassin’s bullet through 
the heart of the great survivor of the October generation.

Let Stalin's skulking gunmen bear this in mind:
We know their methods; we know their purpose; we know 

their names.
And let them— and above all, their chief— bear this in mind, 

too:
The international proletariat has already fixed the respons­

ibility for any harm that will befall Leon Trotsky. The assassins 
are known in advance. They will be judged accordingly.

U. S. Puts Off Freedom
For Philippine Islands

(Continued from page 1)

SHARFIN, GARBER 
RELEASED ON BAIL
A r th u r  Sharfin and Ossip 

G arber, New Y o rk  S ta lin is ts  in ­
dicted recen tly  by a Federal Ju ry  
on a charge o f a id ing  in ob ta in ­
in g  the frau d u le n t passports used 
by M r. and M rs. A . A . Rubens, 
G .P .U .  agents now in  prison in 
Moscow, are a t lib e rty  under 
$1,000 ba il. No date has been set 
fo r  t r ia l ,  as the Federal o ffic ia ls  
are w a it in g  to a rre s t o ther per­
sons named in a sealed in d ic t­
m en t re turned by the same ju ry  
w h ich  indicted the tw o  S ta lin is t 
associates o f the Robinson- 
Rubens r in g .

Rum ors are c irc u la tin g  in New 
Y o rk  th a t Rubens, before leaving 

I fo r  Moscow, made a ttem pts  to 
contact lib e ra l members o f the 
Am erican Com m ittee fo r  the 
Defense o f Leon T ro tsky .

In  th is  connection i t  was reca l­
led th a t when the Robinson- 
Rubens case f irs t  broke in  the 
press, a H ears t rep o rte r in te r­
viewed D r. Horace F a llen , p ro ­
fessor a t the New School fo r  
Social Research, suggesting th a t 
Dr. K allen m ig h t have been ac­
quainted w ith  Rubens because of 
F a lle n ’s m em bership on the 
Am erican Com m ittee.

F a llen , as the Appeal stated 
a t the tim e, fa ile d  to  id e n tify  
the Rubens photographs o f Ro- 
binson-Rubens, and denied a ll 
knowledge o f h im . E ffo r ts  to 
trace the new rum ors to th e ir  
source have thus fa r  proved un­
successful.

ese in fluence in the islands was' 
g row ing .

Prom ise o f Independence

Roosevelt, v ie w in g  the F a r 
Eastern scene and the Japanese 
th re a t to Am eriaan im p e ria lis t 
in terests, considered i t  good 
po licy to g ra n t the P h ilipp ines 
a t least a prom ise o f independ­
ence in order to  ensure th a t 
when the showdown o f w a r came 
the  na tive  ru l in g  class o f the 
Is lands would side w ith  Am e­
rican  and not Japanese im pe­
r ia lis m .

Now  comes the announcement 
th a t "econom ic" independence is 
to  be postponed u n t il 1960! The 
po in t has no t been los t on W ash­
in g ton  "observers." They believe 
th a t a lthough the agreem ent 
between Roosevelt and Quezon 
leaves unchanged the date fo r  
P h ilip p ine  p o litica l independence 
— J u ly  4, 1946— th a t date, too, 
m ay even tua lly  be affected.

The T yd ings-M cD u ffie  A c t was 
never m ore than a sham. No 
sooner was i t  passed than p ro­
pagandists fo r  A m erican im pe­
r ia lis m  began w a rn in g  o f the d ire  
economic consequences to  the 
P h ilipp ines which would re su lt 
fro m  independence. In  p a rtic u la r, 
they were able to po in t ou t th a t 
the  abo lition  o f t a r i f f  preferences 
w h ich insure a du ty -fre e  m arket 
in  the U n ited States fo r  the 
p r in c ip a l products o f the P h ilip ­
pines— sugar, hemp, eocoanut 
o il—¡would b ring  u tte r  ru in  to the 
Islands, since there  would be 
l i t t le  po ss ib ility  o f p lacing them  
in  the free , com petitive m arkets 
o f the w orld .

Bourgeoisie C raw ls

This propaganda worked. The 
F ilip in o  bourgeoisie, w ith  Quezon 
as th e ir  spokesman, came c ra w l­
in g  to  W ash ing ton on a ll- fo u rs  
to  ask fo r  guarantees o f a con­
tinued m arke t in the U n ited  
States a fte r  independence be­
came effective .

The exp lo ited w orkers  and 
peasants o f the P h ilipp ines, how­
ever, take independence serious­
ly . I t  is they who have supplied 
Quezon w ith  his mass fo llo w in g . 
These downtrodden masses know 
the economic depriva tion  and the 
oppression w h ich have been 
caused them  by A m erican im pe­
r ia lis m  since its  seizure o f the 
Islands fro m  Spain fo r ty  years 
ago. Quezon could not, the re fore, 
ask fo r  cancellation o f the inde­
pendence act w ith o u t sacrific ing  
h is own fo llo w in g . N o r could 
Roosevelt cancel the act w ith o u t 
r is k in g  an upheaval in the Is ­
lands. Hence the stra tagem  o f 
postponing on ly  “ econom ic" inde­
pendence.

W a rn in g  to  Japan

The Washington observers see

Will improve 
Panama Canal 
For War Uses

as the essential significance o f 
the Roosevelt-Quezon move the 
fa c t th a t “ fo r  another 22 years 
the  U n ited  States w i l l  have a 
d irec t in te rest in the Ph ilipp ines 
and resp on s ib ility  fo r  them. Con­
sequently, they po in ted out, the 
U n ited  States po licy w i l l  be 
drawn tow ard  the F a r East in ­
stead o f stopp ing sho rt ju s t be­
yond H aw aii. (New  York Post, 
A p r i l . )  ,

Roosevelt has, in e ffec t, serv­
ed notice on Japan th a t do lla r 
■imperialism intends to defend its 
te r r ito r ia l possessions in the F a r 
E ast. Independence fo r  the P h i­
lipp ines, as a " g i f t "  fro m  the 
U n ited  States, is an exploded 
m y th . When the. T yd in gs-M cD u f­
fie A c t was passed, the M arx is ts  
procla im ed i t  a m yth , a p o litica l 
s tra tagem  o f the -im peria lis t 
overlords o f the Islands which 
w ould never become independence 
in fa c t. O nly tw o  sho rt years 
have been required to confirm  
th a t estim ate.

The colonial slaves o f the im ­
pe ria lis t robber states can never 
ga in  th e ir  freedom  as a resu lt 
o f "d ea ls ”  between th e ir  na tive 
exp lo ite rs (the  bourgeois na tion ­
a lis ts ) and the b igger robbers! 
across the seas. I t  is probably 
tru e  th a t the Philipp ines would 
be gobhled up by the Japanese 
im p e ria lis ts  i f  the U n ited  States 
re linquished its  hold over them. 
T h is  is the inescapable fa te  of 
weaker peoples in the present- 
day w o rld  o f im p e ria lis t free- 
booting.

A ga inst A ll Im peria lism s

B u t the road o f freedom fo r  
the P h ilipp ines does not lie  in 
the d irec tion  o f p re fe rr in g  the 
A m erican im p e ria lis ts  to the 
Japanese. O verthrow  o f the w orld  
system  o f c a p ita lis t im peria lism  
is the on ly  road and the on ly 
hope.

Even i f  P h ilipp ine  independ­
ence should go in to  e ffec t on 
schedule (J u ly  4, 1946), the ex­
p lo ited  masses o f the Islands 
would be no fre e r, no more in ­
dependent, in  re a lity  than are the 
306,000,000 Ind ian  slaves -of 
B r it is h  im peria lism  under the 
m uch-vaunted Ind ia  C onstitu tion . 
The T yd ings-M cD u ffie  A c t, like 
the Ind ia  C onstitu tion , was de­
signed to en lis t the na tive  bour­
geoisie to the side o f im p e ria l­
ism, by g iv in g  the la tte r  a grea te r 
share in the oppression and ex­
p lo ita tio n  . o f the downtrodden 
masses. N o th in g  more.

W here Is Juliet Poyntz, 
Missing Now For A  Year?

Tresca Links Disappearance To Agents Of G.P.U.; 
Stalinists Maintain Tight-lipped Silence

Where Is She?

(Continued from  page 1)
s tru c tio n  o f super-battlesh ips o f 
45,000 tons.

F o r W ar Vessels

These vessels would no t be able 
to nego tia te  the canal as i t  is 
a t present, a fa c t w h ich was 
am ply dem onstrated a few  years 
ago when H . M. S. Hood, la rgest 
ba ttlesh ip  o f the  B r it is h  flee t, 
ju s t succeeded in passing th rough  
the locks w ith  a clearance o f on ly 
a few  inches on e ither side.

N o a ttem p t is made to  hide 
the fa c t th a t the new construc­
tion  w ork  on the canal is regard ­
ed p r im a r ily  as a w a r measure.
The W ashington bureau o f the 
U n ited  Press, in re p o rtin g  the 
scheme in a special d ispatch to 
the New Y ork  Sun A p r i l 6, c lear­
ly  indicates its  connection w ith  
the announced in te n tio n  o f the 
Roosevelt a d m in is tra tion  to  lay 
down “ the w o rld ’s b iggest b a ttle ­
ships."

O rig in a lly  i t  was intended to d ig  
a new canal across N icaragua a t 
an estim ated cost o f $1,000,000,- 
000— a canal su ffic ie n tly  w ide and 
deep to accommodate vessels o f 
w idest beam and deepest d ra ft,  
vessels in  the ba ttlesh ip  category.
I t  was never pretended th a t the 
fa c ilit ie s  o f the Panama Canal 
were inadequate fo r  com m ercial 
sh ipp ing. The decision to  im ­
prove the Panama Canal is now 
announced as a subs titu te  fo r  the 
more costly N icaragua pro ject.

O ffensive  A im s Revealed

As the w a r plans o f the im ­
p e r ia lis t governm ent at. W ash­
in g ton  take on ever w ider scope, 
th e ir  offensive aims become 
clearer. The lie  th a t the vast 
arm am ents on land, on sea, and 
in the a ir  w il l be used on ly  fo r 
de fending the shores o f the U n it­
ed States and th a t U .S . im pe­
r ia lis m  re ta ins  on ly  the most 
“ peacefu l" o f in ten tions w ith  re ­
ga rd  to its  r iv a ls — especially its  
g re a t r iv a l in  the Pacific, Japan 
— is becoming more and more an 
exploded m yth .

Secretary o f State Cordell 
H u ll ’s opposition to  a “ s tay-a t- 
hom e”  po licy fo r  the U .S . Navy, 
o r the establishm ent o f a naval leathernecks, as reported in the

New Y ork  T im es, A p r il 9, said

W here is JulieL S tua rt Poyntz? 
Carlo Tresca, the well-fknown 
anarch is t leader, asks th is  ques­
t io n  in the M arch issue o f the 
Modern M on th ly . We have ask­
ed i t  before and in tend to keep 
on asking i t  u n t il an answer is 
fo rthco m ing  to clear up the m ys­
te ry  o f her sudden disappearance 
la s t year.

J u lie t Poyntz was fo r  a fu l l  
1,5 years and more a prom inent 
public figu re  in  the a c tiv itie s  of 
the  Com m unist P a rty  o f th is  
coun try . In  M ay, 1937, in  con­
versa tion  w ith  Carlo Tresca, 
whose personal fr ie n d  she had 
been fo r  20 years despite then- 
p o lit ic a l d ifferences, she confes­
sed d isgust w ith  the S ta lin  re ­
gim e in  Russia and w ith  B row ­
der’s Com m unist P a rty .

Had Reason to  Fear

The S ta lin is ts  in th is  country 
knew o f her a tt itu d e  and had 
reason to  fea r her because she 
m ig h t disclose some o f th e ir  sec­
re t ne farious doings. F o r J u lie t 
P oyn tz had q u it public a c tiv ity  
in  the Com m unist P a rty  in 1934 
to  become an agent o f S ta lin ’s 
G .P.U. A ccord ing to Carlo T re ­
sca, w itnesses are available who 
knew, her th rough  her w o rk  as 
a G .P .U .  agent. As late as 
-1936 she was seen in Moscow in 
the company o f George M ink , a 
w e ll-know n agent o f the G .P .U . 
and an equa lly  w e ll-know n mem­
ber o f B row der’s Com m unist 
P a rty . M in k  served a ja i l  sen­
tence in  D enm ark as a Soviet 
spy and then w en t to  Spain, 
where, according to Tresca, he 
d irected and pa rtic ipa ted  in the 
assassination o f Cam illo  Berneri 
in  Barcelona on M ay 6, 1937.

Disappearance o f  Ju lie t Poyntz 
is linked In  some quarters w ith  
the ac tiv itie s  in New Y o rk  o f 
one Schachno E pste in, a lias Jo­
seph Berson, who fo r  a tim e was 
ed ito r o f the S ta lin is t D a ily  
F re ih e it, a fte rw a rds  becoming an 
agent o f S ta lin ’s G ..P-U ...

E pste in  was seen in  N e w 'Y o rk  
in M ay, 1937, sh o rtly  before Ju ­
lie t  Poyntz disappeared, by sev­
era l witnesses. Tresca saw E p ­
ste in  and Poyntz together a t the 
end o f th a t month, one week be­
fo re  Poyntz vanished. Epste in 
sailed fo r  Europe on the line r 
Queen M a ry  on A ugust 11, 1937.

S ta lin is ts  Keep Silent

The lin k in g  o f Epste in w ith  
the disappearance o f J u lie t 
Poyntz has b rough t no pro testa ­
tions whatsoever e ither from  
Epste in  o r fro m  B row der’s Com­
m un is t P a rty . In  fa c t, they have 
m ainta ined a silence which sug­
gests g u ilty  knowledge, especi­
a lly  when one considers the vo l­
u b il i ty  w ith  which the S ta lin is ts

th a t an offensive be launched."
This, o f course, is one o f the 

f ir s t  th in gs  to be learned by a 
student o f w a r s tra tegy . The 
w orkers o f th is  coun try  m ust 
learn it ,  too— i f  they are no t to

pro test about most anyth ing .
J u lie t Poyntz’s own a tto rney, 

who may o r may not have G.P.U. 
connections, concealed the  fa c t 
o f her disappearance fo r  seven 
months. A  newspaper in New 
Y ork  learned o f i t  by chance 
w h ile  run n ing  down facts  in the 
R obinson-RubensiG .R U. " m ys­
te ry ”  fram e-up  when th a t s to ry  
f i r s t  broke in to  the news w ith  
the a rre s t o f the Rubens couple 
in Moscow la te  las t year.

A ll the facts in the case, th a t 
is, a ll such fac ts  as are known 
outside o f Com m unist P a rty  and 
G .P .U .  circles, have been placed 
by Carlo Tresca before a Federal 
Grand Ju ry . B u t J u lie t S tua rt 
Poyntz is s t i l l  m issing, unac­
counted f o r . '

W here is J u lie t S tua rt Poyntz, 
A m erican G .P .U .  agent and 
onetime prom inent, m ember of 
B row der’s Com m unist P a rty?  Is 
she alive or dead? I f  she is alive,

JULIET STUART POYNTZ

who kidnapped her and where is 
she now ? I f  she is dead, who 
killed her?

These questions cry aloud for 
answer. We shall keep on ask­
ing them until answers arc forth­
coming.

History Of Polish C. P. 
Undergoes Refurbishing
Falsifiers Essay Task of Explaining Away All Past 

Blunders and Failures of Party Leadership

B y E R N E S T  ERBER

One o f  the fea tu res th a t dis­
tinguished the las t Moscow T r ia l 
fro m  its  predecessors was the 
a ttem p t o f S ta lin -V ysh insky- 
Yezhov to exp la in  the program s 
o f the L e f t  O pposition and the 
B ukh arin is ts  d u rin g  the period 
o f the open fac tio na l strugg les 
as having been m ere ly a cover 
fo r  coun te r-revo lu tiona ry  aims. 
By th is  method the whole h is to ry  
o f the Com m unist P a rty  o f the 
Soviet U n ion can be re -w ritte n  
and a ll blunders and fa ilu re s  ex­
plained as the ac tiv itie s  o f spies 
and w reckers, disguised as fa c ­
t io n  leaders.

I t  now seems th a t th is  method 
is ju s t  as applicab le to the prob­
lems o f exp la in ing  the past h is ­
to ry  o f  the various pa rties  o f 
the Com m unist In te rn a tion a l. 
The cu rre n t issue o f the Com ­
m unist In te rn a tio n a l contains 
the f irs t  a tte m p t in  th is  d irec­
tion .

H is to ry  R ew ritten

In  an a rtic le  called "P rovoca­
teurs a t w o rk ,”  one o f the present 
leaders o f the Polish Com m unist 
P a rty  sets ou t to re w rite  the 
h is to ry  o f th a t o rgan iza tion . I t  
now develops th a t the Polish 
p a rty  has fo r  years been led by 
secret agents o f the "D e fen z iva ," 
the secret police organized by 
P ilsudski.

These "spies o f P ilsud sk i" are 
now blamed fo r  the id io tic  u ltra ­
le ft  slogans w h ich  the Com intern 
raised d u rin g  certa in  periods o f 
its  h is to ry , p a r tic u la r ly  fro m  
1929 to  1931. The au tho r o f the 
a rtic le  says th a t " th e y  (the 
spies) system atica lly  d is to rted thebe caught up in the toils of the

im p e ria lis t w a r machine and f inu ° f  the p a rty  in the a ttem pt,
made the un res is ting  ins trum en t 
o f the robber aim s o f th e ir  ex­
p lo ite rs .

T h a t the arm am ents o f U. S. 
im peria lism  are to be used, 
can on ly be used, and w ill on ly 
be used fo r  im p e r ia lis t robber 
w ars and no t fo r  any idea lis tic  
ends such as p reserv ing "dem o­
cracy" o r p ro tec ting  the r ig h ts  
o f weak nations, was made clear 
by M ajor-iG eneral Smcdley D. 
B u tle r in testim ony las t week be­
fo re  the Senate N aval A f fa irs  
Committee.

All for W all Street 

This enfant terrible of the

SUBSCRIBE NOW TO 
THE SOCIALIST APPEAL

f r o n t ie r ” beyond w hich Am erican 
w arsh ips should no t operate, as 
reported in la s t week’s Socia list 
Appeal, has been fo llow ed by the 
equa lly  revealing rem arks o f 
M a jo r R. E rnest Dupuy o f the 
A rm y  General S ta ff.

Speaking in  the H ote l W a r­
w ick, New Y ork  C ity , before the 
Phoebe Apperson H ears t Memo­
r ia l Post o f the A m erican Le ­
g ion on A p r i l 5, th is  spokesman 
fo r  the A rm y  r id ic u le d  the no­
tio n  th a t the arm ed forces o f the 
U n ited States e ithe r could or 
would be employed in va ria b ly  in 
a s tr ic t ly  “ de fensive" manner.

A . B. C. o f W ar S tra tegy

Adequate defense, he was re ­
ported to have said, Involves "n o t 
on ly the a b ili ty  to  defend our­
selves b u t the s tre n g th  to counter 
a tta c k . . . .  the theory  o f ade­
quate defense, per se, is ju s t a 
the o ry  and. no m ore. To be on 
the defensive, necessity requires

he had used up 15 years w h ile  
in  active service as an o ffice r o f 
the U .S . M arines "g o in g  about 
the w o rld  gu a rd ing  Standard 
O il t in s ."  He added th a t he had 
pa rtic ip a ted  in twelve expedi­
tions, outside the U n ited  States, 
w h ich  were m issions la rg e ly  in 
the in te res t o f W a ll S treet.

The g a lla n t general never 
tho ugh t to en lighten the people 
o f the U n ited  States concerning 
the p ira tic a l na ture o f his expe­
d itions w h ile  he was engaged in 
them. Today, re tired , . he can 
blow  o f f  steam to the discom fi­
tu re  o f the b ig  a rm y  and navy 
men, who, in concert w ith  the 
W a ll S tree t financiers and the 
ca p ita lis t press, are consp iring  to 
make the coun try  war-m inded, 
to dupe the masses in to  support­
in g  the  ne x t p irq tic a ! w a r expe­
d ition  w h ich  is being prepared at 
ever-increasing- speed.

on the in s tru c tion s  o f the ‘De- 
fenz iva ,’ to  present the Polish 
Com m unist movem ent in such a 
p o lit ic a lly  u g ly  l ig h t  as to  shake 
the confidence o f the masses in 
Communism, and to enable the 
Polish ‘ Defenziva’ and Polish 
fascism  to say th a t the Commun­
is t movement is a lien to the 
Polish people. Hence, the fa c t 
th a t the agents-provocateurs pu t 
fo rw a rd  a ll k inds o f ‘extrem e 
slogans’ like  those imposed upon 
the soldiers o f the W arsaw 
ga rrison  by provocateur Pan itz  in 
ca llin g  upon them  to m urder 
th e ir  o ffice rs ."

Factionalism  a C rim e

The Polish C. P ., like  the 
o ther parties o f the Com intern, 
was beset w ith  fac tio na l s tru g ­
gles under the in te rna tiona l lead­
ersh ip  o f S ta lin -Z inov iev, and 
a fte r  1926, o f S ta lin -B u kharin . 
Since fac tiona l s trugg les are now 
regarded as crimes in the S ta lin - 
te rn , the figh ts  in the Polish 
P a rty  are a ttr ib u te d  to ‘D efenzi­
va’ agents. " A  m ost im p o rtan t 
method resorted to by the P il­
sudski clique in d isorgan iz ing  
the Com m unist movement was 
the inc item ent o f fac tio na l s tru g ­
gle inside the Com m unist P arty  
o f Poland. The Polish ‘Defenzi-

ski's  M ay coup d’e ta t in 1926 
the leaders o f both fac tions did 
no t take up an independent class 
a ttitu d e , bu t supported P ilsud­
s k i."

How They Lied

M ost humorous "exp lana tion  
o f a ll is the fo llo w in g : " In  ad­
d ition , lead ing members o f both 
fac tions— ‘m a jo r ity ’ and ‘m ino r­
ity , ’ ac ting  on the ins tructions 
o f the ‘Defenziva,’ made a w ide 
practice o f deceiving the Com­
m un is t In te rn a tion a l. They fa b ­
ricated data reg a rd ing  the state 
o f the p a r ty  organ izations, sent 
in in fla te d  m ate ria ls  rega rd ing  
mass movements, exaggerated the 
ro le  o f  th e ir  respective factions 
in  these movements, whereas 
a c tu a lly  these movements were 
led by honest rank-and-file  Com­
m unists who were u tte r ly  sick 
and tired  o f the ‘fa c tio n a l’ s tru g ­
gle staged by the ‘Defensiva’ ."

The . w r ite r  would be much 
nearer the t ru th  i f  he confessed 
th a t the reports  were sent in by 
p a rty  bureaucrats who lied in 
order to m ake th e ir  jobs secure, 
and th a t the mass movement did 
not ex is t a t a ll.

The a rtic le  on the Polish C.P., 
no doubt, heralds the appearance 
o f “ exp lana to ry1”  h is to ries fo r  
a ll the sections o f the Com intern. 
We can expect an a rtic le  most 
any day now describ ing how 
Lovestone and Cannon were sent 
in to  the Com m unist P a rty  o f 
Am erica by the D epartm ent of 
Justice to s t ir  up a fac tio n  fight, 
to dem oralize the membership 
and sell out the p a rty  to  A1 
Sm ith  and the L ib e rty  League 
and how, thanks to the eternal 
vig ilance o f Comrade Browder, 
the p a rty  was saved fo r  Roose­
v e lt and the Dem ocratic P a rty .

SOVIET UNION NOTES
Red Army and Navy Feel Effects Of Purge— 

New Party Elections To be Held 
To F ill Vacant Posts

----------—  —- By j 0HN o WRIGHT —

Crisis in the Soviet Armed Forces
A n extensive a rtic le  on ih e  c r it ic a l condition o f the Soviet 

armed forces re s u lt in g  fro m  S ta lin ’s decim ation o f the command­
ing  personnel, is contained in the S ots ia lis tichesk i V estn ik , 
M enshevik organ published in Paris, o f M arch 8, 1938. The 
general s ta f f  o f  the Red A rm y  has been wiped out. M arsha l 
Tukhachevsky and seven members o f the general s ta f f  were 
doomed by a tr ib u n a l o f e igh t men: A lksn is , one o f V orosh ilov ’s 
fo u r  deputies, head o f the A ir  Corps; Shaposhnikov, head o f the 
general s ta f f ;  five commanders o f m il i ta ry  d is tr ic ts ; Budenny, 
B luecher, Belov, Dybenko and F a s h ir in  and the commander o f 
the Cossack cava lry  corps, Goi iachev. W hat has been the fa te  
o f the “ judges"?

A ll o f them — w ith  the sole exception o f K a s h ir in — were de­
signated as candidates to  the Supreme Council. A ll  o f them, 
w ith  the exception o f A lksn is , were "e lec ted '’ deputies, and a l­
m ost a ll o f them  have a lready been liqu ida ted. K a s h ir in  disap­
peared la s t au tum n. A lksn is  was removed on the eve o f  the 
elections. Dybenko, commander o f the Len ingrad  D is tr ic t,  and 
Belov, com m ander o f the W h ite  Russian d is tr ic t,  both disap­
peared a fte r  the elections, toge ther w ith  Kuibyshev, commander 
o f the Trans-Caucasian d is tr ic t.  Budenny and Bluecher have 
been under a cloud. T h e ir names were no t even m entioned in the 
dispatches issued in connection w ith  the tw en tie th  ann iversary  
o f the Red A rm y . To the above names should be added th a t 
o f Velikanov, commander o f the T rans -B a ika l d is tr ic t  who was 
removed a fte r  the elections. The same fa te  was suffe red by 
Mezis, m em ber o f the W h ite  Russian M il ita ry  Council, Ozolin 
(K h a rk o v ), and Apse (T rans-C aucasia ). M arsha l Yegorov, 
Tukhachevsky’s successor who was elected deputy to the Supreme 
Council, has disappeared, together w ith  thousands o f o ther a rm y 
commanders.

Admirals Given Liquidation Order
The top personnel o f the N avy  has been even more seriously  

affected. O rlov, one o f the fo u r vice-com m issars o f defense and 
head o f the navy, was removed la s t fa ll .  H is  successor, V ic to rov, 
elected deputy to the Supreme Council, likew ise disappeared. 
L u d ri, head of the naval academy, and S ivkov, commander of 
the B a ltic  f le e t since January, 1,937, have also tu rned ou t to be 
" fa s c is t h ire lin g s ."  K ircye v , appointed to command the Pacific 
flee t, was nom inated as deputy to  the Supreme Council bu t 
never elected. Kozhanov, commander o f the B a ltic  flee t, disap­
peared las t October and was replaced by Sm irnov-S verlovsky, 
who did no t la s t long even though he was “ e lected" deputy. The 
same fa te  was suffe red by Dushenov, head o f the N o rth e rn  flee t.

Out o f 22 h igh ran k in g  o ffice rs in  the a rm y  and navy who 
were elected last December to the Supreme Council, e igh t have 
a lready turned out to be "enemies o f the people."

So grave is the s itua tion  th a t, as V estn ik  po in ts out, no troops 
were pe rm itted  to  parade on the tw e n tie th  ann iversary  o f the 
Red A rm y .

* * *

Recent Developments in the Soviet Union
On M arch 30, the C entra l Com m ittee issued in s tru c tion s  fo r  

the re-e lection o f a ll the leading organs o f the Com m unist P a rty  
o f the Soviet U nion. The elections are to be bold in the period 
between A p r i l 1 and June 15. They w ill be "se c re t"— except 
fo r  the posts o f secretaries and the h ighest bodies such as p re ­
sid ium s o f locals and d is tr ic ts . W hen the " re tu rn s "  come in, 
the fu l l  scope o f th is  la tes t purge in the p a rty , cam ouflaged 
as an election, w ill become evident.

*  *  *
I ’ ravda o f M arch 23 conies ou t in fa v o r o f res to rin g  corpora l 

punishm ent in schools.
*  *  *

The te rm  "ukase ," no torious under the Czars, has been re s to r­
ed to good s tand ing by S ta lin . The Supreme Council is now 
issu ing "ukases." The reg im e s t i l l  eschews the use o f the t it le  
“ G eneral."

*  *  *
The appo in tm en t o f new deputies indicates purges in the 

fo llo w in g  departm ents: Soviet C ontro l Commission, S tate P lan­
n ing Commission, C om m issaria t o f W a te r T ransport, Commis­
sa ria t o f Justice and the N o rth e rn  Sea Route a d m in is tra tion . 
( I ’ ravda, M arch 28 and 29.)

*  *  *
D ispatch fro m  G o rk i: " In  the M olo tov autom otive  p lan t, 1,777 

machines are a w a itin g  sh ipm ent ow ing  to  the fa ilu re  o f the r a i l ­
road ......... A considerable num ber o f the machines are s tand ing
in a yard flooded w ith  w ate r. In  the ne x t few  days 'it  w il l be im ­
possible to pu ll them o u t o f the m ud." (P ravda, M arch 28.)

Workers Beginning To Drift, Disgusted,
From Communist Party Ranks Everywhere

Increasing dissension w ith in  
the ranks o f the Com m unist 
P a rty , accentuated by the most 
recent Moscow t r ia l and a g ro w ­
ing  rea liza tion  o f the be traya l 
embodied in support to Roose­
v e lt ’s w a r plans under the guise 
o f " collective se cu rity ”  is re ­
vealed by reports  ol' desertions 
fro m  the S ta lin is t camp com ing 
to the Appeal fro m  a il over the 
country.

E ve ry  lo ca lity  where S ta lin ­
ism  has a base among w orkers 
has its  s to ry  o f w orkers leaving 
the C .P .,  e ithe r d r i f t in g  away, 
d is illusioned and disgusted, or 
b reak ing  away, rebe lling  against 
the cyn ica l hypocrisy o f the S ta­
lin is t  leadership and its  brazen 
be traya l o f w o rk ing -c lass in te ­
rests.

K ick  Over Traces

Comrade B. J. W id ick, labor 
secre tary o f the Socia list W o rk ­
ers P arty , who has ju s t com plet­
ed a to u r o f the Eastern and 
M iddle W estern ' states, reports  

va ’ had its  agents in both fac- *lh a t  C .P . members now openly 
t.ions, both in  the ‘m a jo r ity  and | v j0]ate p a rty  s tr ic tu res  fo rb id ­

d ing attendance a t "T ro ts k y is t"  
m eetings, and th a t i t  is a com­
mon occurrence fo r  S ta lin is ts , 
e ith e r s in g ly  o r in groups, to 
use S .W .P . m eetings as a fo rum  
to  announce th e ir  break w ith  the

in  the. ‘m in o r ity . ’
The L e ft  Opposition severely 

condemned the c rim in a l policies 
o f the Com intern in  Poland in  
L926 when the Polish C .P . sup­
ported P ilsudski in  his m ilita ry  
coup. T h is  is also expla ined to ­
day by the S ta lin is t "h is to ria ns , 
who declare th a t “ d u rin g  P ilsud-

C . P
In  Boston o u r comrades were 

d is tr ib u tin g  “ A n  Open L e tte r to

M embers o f the Com m unist 
P a r ty ,”  a re p r in t fro m  the So­
c ia lis t Appeal o f M arch 19, to 
C .P . members and sym path izers 
a tten d in g  a m oney-ra is ing  con­
ce rt held by the S ta lin is ts . A 
num ber o f S ta lin is ts  a ttem pted 
to snatch copies o f the le a fle t 
fro m  the d is tr ib u to rs  and d is­
covered, to  th e ir  su rp rise , th a t 
m any o f th e ir  sym path izers d is­
approved such methods, w h ile  
a few  denounced such hooligan­
ism.

One in d iv idu a l, who had the 
“ Open L e tte r "  snatched fro m  his 
hands by an ardent S ta lin is t, 
round ly  rebuked the S ta lin is t fo r  
h is lack o f tolerance and in s is t­
ed on lead ing the lea fle t.

Defy C.P. "D is c ip lin e "

O ut in M ishawaka, Ind iana, 
o ffic ia ls  o f the local W orkers  
A lliance  inv ited  Hugo Rasmus­
sen, w e ll-know n m il ita n t  who had 
incurred  the w ra th  o f the S ta lin ­
ists, to speak a t a mass meeting. 
The o ffic ia ls , a ll members o f the 
C .P .,  were taken to  task by the 
state o rgan ize r o f the p a r ty  and 
instructed to keep Rasmussen out 
o f th e ir  meetings. They refused 
t.o obey and have since le f t  the 
C .P .

In  New Y o rk  C ity , the fe rm en t 
is m ost ev ident among the youth. 
O f the 40 members rec ru ited  by 
the  Y oung Peoples Socia list 
League in  the New  Y o rk  D is tr ic t

in  the past fo u r  weeks approx­
im a te ly  one-th ird  are d ire c tly  
fro m  the Y oung Com m unis®  
League.

T yp ica l o f the a ttitu d e  o f the 
re vo lu tio n a ry  you th  breaking 
fro m  S ta lin ism  is the sta tem ent 
o f L a r ry  W., a member o f the 
Y '.C .L .  fo r  over fo u r  years and 
fo rm e rly  educational d irec to r fo r  
the Y .C .L .  a t C ity  College.

A tta cks  C.P. Policies

C itin g  h is record in the 
Y . C .L . ,  th is  young student d is­
misses contem ptuously the S ta­
lin is t  charge th a t he is an "enem y 
o f the w o rk in g  class," and p ro ­
ceeds to  analyze the fundam enta l 
polic ies o f the Y .C .L .  Exposing 
the rea l aims o f "co llec tive  se­
c u r ity ,"  he te lls  h is fo rm e r com­
rades th a t “ our support o f th is  
slogan can on ly  mean lin in g  up 
the w orkers on the side o f the 
w a r machine to  defend Am erican 
Im p e ria lis m .”

“ M y  expulsion, " he concludes, 
"a c tu a lly  removes the la s t de­
te r r in g  fa c to r w h ich hinders me 
fro m  c a rry in g  on a s trugg le  
aga ins t cap ita lism  and w ar. To 
c a rry  ou t th is  task i t  becomes 
necessary to  un ite  w ith  those 
forces th a t are today in  th is  
s trugg le . The ‘ re d -b a itin g ’ cam ­
paign o f the C .P . aga inst the  
aa»cal!«d T ro ts k it ’-tes does p'ot 
de ter me fro m  ac tin g  jo in t ly  
w jth  th e m .”  :•
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The Eleventh Hour
I t  would be self-deception—the gross­

est form of stupidity—to conceal the 
seriousness of the crisis in the civil war 
in Spain. It  would be a crime to be 
silent about the fact that the leaders of 
the Popular Front in Spain, in France, in 
Moscow—Stalinists and social democrats 
alike—have brought the working class 
of Spain and its cause to the brink of 
the fascist abyss.

The black gangs of reaction are 
marching straight for the sea. For the 
first time, their rifles are pointed at the 
very heart of proletarian Barcelona. 
From abroad the imperialist vultures 
are hovering aver the battlefield for 
their share of the prostrated booty.

Yet, it  is not too late for the Spanish 
working class to turn the mounting tide 
of defeat into a victory that would shake 
the whole world. That can be accom­
plished only i f  it  is realized that con­
trary to the philosophy and practice of 
the People’s Fronters who know only 
how to pile disaster upon disaster, the 
fascist reaction can be smashed not by 
purely m ilitary means, but above all by 
political means.

The collaboration with the bourgeoi­
sie at home and reliance upon the “ de­
mocratic” bandit governments abroad, 
have only paralyzed the working class 
and robbed it  of its striking power. The 
abandonment of the class struggle policy 
made it  impossible to win the Moors by 
granting Morocco th e  independence 
which the bourgeois masters of the Peo­
ple’s Front deny it ;  made it  impossible 
to arouse the peasants, not only in Loyal­
ist but also in Franco territory to the 
side of the workers by proclaiming the 
right of the peasants to seize and hold 
the land; made it increasingly difficult 
to sustain the feelings of the laboring 
masses because no social change was 
offered them or allowed them, and what 
they h a d  themselves undertaken to 
change was forcibly torn from them and 
restored to its old status.

In the crucial 11th hour, only the re­
turn to the militant class struggle, to 
proletarian self-reliance, to genuine 
working class internationalism, can as­
sure the victory. Here is a problem not 
only for the Spanish workers, but for 
labor everywhere, and primarily in 
France. Arms? Yes, a thousand times. 
But not from Blum, Chamberlain and 
Co., who have deceived the Spanish 
masses time and again and who cannot 
be expected to change their spots now. 
Direct aid to Spalin’is proletariat, but 
only by means of m ilitant working class 
pressure and m ilitant working class 
control.

But again, the prerequisite for this 
imperatively needed turn is a remorse­
less break f r o m  Popular Frontist 
treachery and the restoration of the 
simple, time-tested principles of the 
class struggle.

Blessed A re The Peace-Makers
One of the main—if  not the main— 

tasks of a party calling itself Socialist, 
is to mobilize the working class in strug­
gle against war now so that it  may be 
better able to fight war once it has be­
gun.

Accordingly, such a party is unworthy 
of the name if  it capitulates in advance 
to the war-mongers and patriots, i f  it 
seeks to make “ peace”  with the latter 
instead of warning the workers against 
them and separating itself from them.

Under pressure of the left wing, the 
last convention of the Thomasite Social­
ist Party adopted the most radical and 
thoroughgoing—even if  not entirely sa­
tisfactory—-position on the war question 
in its history. That was on paper, which 
is, as is known, very patient. Let us 
see what this position looks like in prac­
tice.

At last week’s convention of the Work- 
kers’ Alliance in New York, the S. P. 
group introduced an anti-war resolution 
identical in terms with that adopted by 
the Executive Board of the United Au­
tomobile Workers Union, and submitted 
it  in opposition to the Stalinist docu­
ment. I t  was hardly a revolutionary 
statement, for it  wound up with the sen­
tence: “ Armament, i f  any is necessary, 
should only be on the basis of protection 
agiainst invasion.”  An intelligent im­
perialist would ask for nothing better. 
To a revolutionary socialist, i t  is a be­
trayal of principle, for it  implies the 
legitimacy of defending the capitalist 
fatherland.

Nevertheless, th e  resolution was 
pointed, in other sections, at the Stalin­
ist war-mongers, even i f  only by indirec­
tion. And you would think that the S.P., 
which has precious little left to lose, 
would hold on at least to this resolution, 
feeble though it  is.

But no! The Stalinists put on a bit 
of heat in the resolutions committee. 
The eminent socialist statesman, David 
Lasser, also put on a bit of heat. Where­
upon, the representative of the S. P. on 
the resolutions committee, Brendan Sex­
ton, shrivelled up, and the committee 
presented the convention with a “ com­
promise” resolution which the S.P. frac­
tion adopted along with the Stalinist 
delegation.

The “ compromise” ? Better that no 
resolution had been adopted. The S.P. 
joins with the Stalinists in a humble 
appeal to the American capitalist gov­
ernment to boycott rival capitalist gov­
ernments, like Japan—a policy which 
the S. P. has condemned on previous oc­
casions. I t  pleads with the capitalist 
government to “ cooperate with all groups 
who wish international peace” —another 
Stalinist policy which the S. P. has pre­
viously condemned. I t  hails the Stalin­
ist “ League for Peace and Democracy” 
•—which the S.P. convention last year, 
and_ its press since, have attacked as a 
C.P. pro^war movement.

In a word, the Socialist Party’s “ strug­
gle against war”  and against Stalinist 
patriotism collapsed like a sucked egg. 
Nothing was left of it except the signal 
success obtained in making peace—than 
which there is nothing more blessed— 
with the war-mongers.

The thinking person cannot escape the 
reflection:

I f  this party drops its anti-war posi­
tion, which is nothing to write home 
about in the firs t place, during peace 
times and merely because of a bit of 
pressure exerted by a handful of scow­
ling bureaucrats—what w ill it  do in time 
of real stress, when the pressure is ser­
ious and substantial?

I f  the Thomasites capitulate to a mere 
Lasser-cum-Bejamin for the sake of 
a “ compromise” with the peace-time pa­
triots, what w ill they do under the lash 
of a capitalist war-machine actually in 
operation ?

Japanese Drive Stopped
On Central China Front

(Continued from page 1)

f ig h tin g  under the m ost u n fa v o r­
able possible p o lit ic a l conditions. 
The libe ra tion  o f the masses fo r  
m any-sided p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the 
f ig h t aga inst the invaders is s t i l l  
prevented by the K uom in tang  
d ic ta to rsh ip . So long as th is  re ­
mains the  case v ic to ries  like  
those now being achieved 'in 
southern Shantung w il l  rem a in  
on ly  episodes instead o f  becom­
in g  rea l tu rn in g  po ints in  the 
ba ttle  fo r  na tiona l libe ra tion  and 
o f the expulsion o f the im p e ria l­
is t  invaders.

Congress Seals D ic ta to rsh ip

E x tre m e ly  few  deta ils have 
been made ava ilab le  here so fa r  
o f the resu lts  o f the K uom in tang  
congress held in  H ankow  las t 
week. B u t enough was cabled by 
correspondents o f the c a p ita lis t 
■press to  ind ica te th a t the  p r im a ry

concern o f the Congress was to 
s treng then  and insure the power 
o f the Chinese bourgeoisie 
th rough  the K uom in tang  d ic ta ­
to rsh ip .

Chiang Kai-shek, a lready the 
undisputed boss o f the govern­
ment, was fo rm a lly  invested w ith  
d ic ta to r ia l powers and the t it le  
o f “ Tsung T s a i”— a modest v a r­
ia tio n  o f the t i t le  “ Tsung L i , ” 
o r  Leader, p rev ious ly  held on ly 
by Sun Yat-sen, founder o f the 
Chinese Republic.

The Congress also w ent th r ough 
a v a r ie ty  o f sham m otions w ith  
a v iew  to “ de m ocra tiz ing ” the 
reg im e w h ile  leav ing  Ch iang’s 
power in ta c t. A  “ People’s 
C ounc il”  was created. I t  is to 
be composed o f 150 bu reaucra t­
ically-chosen K uom in tang  dele­
gates whose functions are to  be 
p u re ly  advisory. Chiang Kai-shek 
re ta ins  f u l l  power o f veto.

The Com m unist P a rty , which 
has now  subord inated its e lf  com­

p le te ly  to the K uom in tang , was 
appa ren tly  a s o rt o f poor re la ­
tio n  a t the Congress. None of 
the reso lu tions adopted by the 
K uom in tang  overlords even de ig­
ned to  m ention the S ta lin is t 
a llies. T h e ir existence as “ lo y a l"  
a u x ilia r ie s  (C h iang  K ai-shek 
pra ised th e ir  “ lo y a lty ” in  an in ­
te rv ie w  w ith  John G un the r) was 
taken fo r  granted.

A f te r  the Congress i t  was in ­
tim a ted  th a t th e y  m ig h t— they 
m ig h t— be g iven five seats out 
o f the 150 on the  People’s 
Council. M eanw hile the Com­
m un is t soldiers continue to make 
the heaviest sacrifices w h ile  the 
S ta lin is t leadership reso lu te ly  
prevents those sacrifices fro m  
becoming p o lit ic a lly  m ean ing fu l 
by covering  over the sham “ de -1 
m ocracy”  w h ich  the  K uom in tang  
now cla im s to  be in troduc ing .

The episodic m il i ta ry  tu rn  made 
as a re s u lt o f  the v ic tories  a t the 
Grand Canal w i l l  be tra n s fo rm ­
ed in to  a rea l s lashing counter­
o ffensive  on ly  i f  the broadest 
m ovem ent is launched to  s tim u ­
la te  the  masses.

FRENCH WORKERS DEMONSTRATE THEIR MIGHT

French labor is again on the march aga inst the s ta rva tio n  ra tions  on which i t  has been placed b j 
declin ing  cap ita lism . M ore than 3 00,000 w orkers are occupying p lan ts in the heavy in du s try . The 
new French prem ier, Edouard Daladier, has prom ised as one o f the f ir s t  ¡acts o f his government 
the suppression o f the rebellious p ro le ta r ia t— as “ hum anely as possible. T h is  p ic tu re  shows 
w orkers dem onstra ting  in  the  cou rtya rd  o f the Renault au to w orks— now again occupied— ir  
P aris tw o years ago. M any more scenes such as th is  w i l l  be witnessed as the reactionary  Dalad ier 
governm ent a ttem pts  to  saddle the French p ro le ta r ia t w ith  add itiona l costs o f the ca p ita lis t cris is.

150,000 French W orkers 
Strike To Defy Daladier
(Continued from page 3)

chamber o f deputies on A p r i l 3 2 
and voted confidence in  the new 
governm ent. W ith  thousands o f 
s tr ik in g  w orkers  outside s tra in ­
in g  to em bark upon the path of 

^independent class s trugg le  the 
Socia lis t and C om m unist parties 
p re fe r to pursue the fu t i le  and 
treacherous po licy o f the "lesser 
e v i l”— a n y th in g  bu t a revo lu tion ­
a ry  course fo r  the w orkers as 
the on ly  w ay out o f the crisis.

D a lad ie r tr ie d  once before to 
fo rm  a governm ent m aneuvering 
between the le f t  and the r ig h t, 
when, in 1933, the S o c ia lis t 'd e ­
puties were forced by mass pres­
sure to renounce th e ir  co llabora­
tion  w ith  the Radical Socialists. 
A f te r  his police had fired in to  
the fasc is t dem onstrations o f 
F eb rua ry  6, 1934, th is  courageous 
dem ocrat cap itu la ted w ith o u t 
fu r th e r  resistance to the reac­
tion . In  1936 he reappeared as a 
pa rtisan  o f the  People’s F ro n t, 
on ly  to abandon i t  now, when i t  
faces a cris is . Is  i t  now his am ­
b itio n  to  make good his cowardice 
before the fasc is ts  w ith  g rea te r 
“ au d a c ity " aga ins t the w orkers?

A t  h is side stands A lb e rt Sar-

By Leon Trotsky

THE PRIESTS O F  H A LF-TR U TH
(Continued from  page 1)

The period when w o rld  im peria lism  subjected the Soviet land 
to a blockade is now lo s t in  the past. The blockade o f the 
U .S .S .R .  today is organized by the Soviet bureaucracy its e lf. 
O f the revo lu tion  as i t  understands it ,  i t  has preserved only the 
cu lt o f police violence. I t  th inks  th a t w ith  the aid o f police 
dogs the course o f h is to ry  can be altered. I t  figh ts fo r  its  ex­
istence w ith  a conservative fu ry  such as has not been displayed 
by any ru lin g  class in  h is to ry . A long  th is  road, i t  has a rrive d  
in a sho rt tim e  a t the commission o f crimes such as no t even 
fascism  has yet perpetra ted. O f th is  d ia lectic  o f the T herm idor, 
the dem ocratic oracles have understood no th ing , understand no­
th in g  now and— le t there be no illus ions— w i l l  no t understand 
any th ing . O therw ise they would be obliged to  shut down im ­
m edia te ly the N a tion  and the New Republic and thus upset the 
equ ilib rium  o f the solar system !

O PPOSITES ID E N T IF IE D

Since the Therm idorean reaction came ou t o f the revo lu tion , 
the N ation  and the New Republic have sought t ire less ly  to prove 
th a t revo lu tion  and reaction  are one and the same th in g . They 
have system atica lly  approved o r a t least kep t s ilen t about the 
w o rk  o f fa ls ifica tio n , o f lies, o f co rrup tion , w h ich the S ta lin is t 
bureaucracy has accomplished th roughou t the w orld . They have 
covered up the repression against the O ppositionists w h ich has 
been go ing on now fo r  fifteen  years. Y e t the re  has been no 
lack o f w arn ings. The lite ra tu re  o f the L e ft  O pposition is fa ir ly  
rich , in  a ll languages.

F o r fifteen  years i t  has showed, step by step, how the  methods 
o f the bureaucracy came in to  increas ing ly  sharp co n flic t w ith  
the requirem ents o f a new society'; how the bureaucracy was 
obliged to  screen its  own greedy in terests, no t on ly by m aking 
its  own the mechanics o f ly in g  o f a ll the ru lin g  classes, b u t also 
by inves ting  these mechanics— in v iew  o f the acuteness o f the 
s itua tion  in a coun try  scarce ly emerged fro m  a revo lu tion—  
w ith  an unprecedentedly poisonous character. W ith  irre fra g a b le  
fac ts  and documents we showed how a whole school o f fa ls i­
fication came out o f the T herm ido rian  reaction— the school o f 
S ta lin— w h ich  envenomed every domain o f social ideo logy; we 
explained how and w hy i t  was prec ise ly  S ta lin  ( “ the cook o f 
peppery dishes,”  according to Len in ’s de fin ition  as fa r  back as 
M arch, 1923.) who became head o f the avid  and conservative 
caste o f usurpers o f the re vo lu tion ; we predicted the Moscow 
tr ia ls  ten years before they' took place and we expla ined to the 
m ost backward th a t the ju d ic ia l fram e-ups are on ly  convulsions 
o f  the Therm idorean agony.

F in a lly , in 1937, the In te rn a tio n a l Commission o f New Y ork , 
composed o f persons o f h igh  m ora l a u th o r ity  and accustomed 
to  c r it ic a l judgm ent, subjected the accusations o f S ta lin  and 
V ysh insky to  a p a tie n t and m eticulous analysis. In  a l l the 
accusations, they found no th ing  b u t lies, fa ls ifica tio ns , fram e- 
ups. They stated th is  openly to the en tire  w o rld . The ve rd ic t 
o f the Commission was intended essentia lly  fo r  the “ man in 
the s tre e t,” the fa n n e r, the sm all tradesm an, the backward 
w orker, in  a word, the m a jo r ity  o f those whose conditions o f 
existence deprive them  o f the necessary tra in in g  and broad 
horizons.

F rom  the ed itors o f the N a tion  and the New Republic, these 
breveted teachers o f the  people, one m ig h t, i t  would seem, have 
demanded a c r it ic a l sense o f  th e ir  own. They m ig h t, fo r  example, 
have recalled fro m  w h a t they learned under th e ir  old school­
teachers, th a t the Therm idorean reaction in  France procla im ed 
the Jacobins to be "R o y a lis ts ” and “ agents o f P it t , ” in  order 
to ju s t i fy  in the eyes o f the masses the sangu ina ry  repression 
aga inst them. F rom  these professional m ora lis ts , one m ig h t, ■ 
i t  would seem, have expected some sense o f m o ra lity . Does no t 
the m ora l degeneration o f the Soviet bureaucracy s tin k  to  h igh  
heaven? A las, the m ora lis ts  have been found to be devoid even 
o f  a sim ple sense o f smell.

P A N O R A M A  OF N A R R O W N E S S

The Moscow tr ia ls  no t on ly  took th is  c irc le  o f people un­
awares bu t have destroyed the t ra n q u ill i ty  o f th e ir  souls fo r  a 
long tim e to  come. A  collection o f  a l l the a rtic les  o f the N a tion  
and the New Republic, dealing w ith  the three b ig  t r ia ls — w hat 
a panoram a o f narrowness, v a n ity , hypocrisy  and above a ll o f 
confusion. No, they  did not expect them ! H ow  could th is  have 
happened? Y et, w h ile  the y  lack in persp icac ity  and a sense 
o f sm ell, they possess to  the h ighest degree the fee lin g  fo r  se lf- 
p reserva tion o f the p r ie s tly  caste. Thenceforth , th e ir  whole be­
hav io r was determ ined by concern w ith  the  o b lite ra tio n  o f th e ir  
traces, th a t is, w ith  seeing to  i t  th a t the  fa ith fu l rem a in  un­
aware o f the fa c t th a t  inside the oracle, a l l th is  tim e , were 
concealed no t ve ry  fa rs ig h ted  priests. T heo re tica lly , these 
Pharisees in d ig n a n tly  re je c t the p rin c ip le : “ The end ju s tifie s  
the m eans,” fa il in g  to  understand th a t a g re a t h is to rica l goal 
au to m a tica lly  discards those means th a t are un w o rth y  o f it .  
B u t in  order to bo lster up tra d it io n a l p e tty  pre judices and 
especially th e ir  own a u th o r ity  Tn the eyes o f the sim pletons, they 
are always ready to reso rt to. a r t fu l dodges, and fram e-ups o f 
p icayune scope.
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A t  firs t, they tr ie d  openly to  fu l f i l l  th e ir  du ty  as “ friends, 
th a t  is, a tto rneys fo r  the G .P .U .  B u t th is  proved to he too 
r is k y . They speedily sh ifte d  to the position o f ph ilosophical 
agnosticism  and d ip lom atic  non-in te rven tion . They declared the 
tr ia ls  to  be “ puzz ling .”  They re fra ined  fro m  judgm ent. They 
warned aga inst p rem ature  conclusions. “ W e cannot decide any­
th in g  fro m  the ou ts ide ." “ We m ust no t in te rfe re  in  the a ffa irs  
o f Soviet jus tice .”  In  a w ord, they  sought evasive ly to  reconcile 
w o rld  public opin ion to  the  abom inations th a t were being con­
cocted in Moscow. These people wanted a t a l l costs to rem ain 
on fr ie n d ly  term s w ith  the executioners o f the revo lu tion  h u t not
to assume d irec t resp on s ib ility  fo r  the frame-ui>s o f the G .P .U .

'
O B L IG E !) TO  V E E R  A G A IN

However, they  were unsuccessful 'in keeping to th is  second 
line  fo r  any leng th  o f tim e. U nder the blows o f the disclosures 
they sang a t a con tin u a lly  low er p itc h : o f course, the charges 
are obviously im probable b u t . . . .  bu t the re  'is “ som eth ing" 
behind them. “ We are no t w ith  the S ta lin is ts , bu t we also do not 
believe the  T ro ts k y is ts .”  O n ly  the  soothsayers o f the  N a tio n  
and the New Republic represent the tru th . I f ,  yesterday and the 
day before, they were b lind , th a t is a ll the g rea te r guarantee 
th a t today th e ir  s ig h t is flaw less. “ There is som eth ing behind 
these charges.”  Indeed! I f  the ru lin g  clique is executing a ll who 
are le f t  o f  the Bolshevik p a rty , i t  has im perious reasons fo r  
do ing so. However, we m ust look fo r  these reasons in  the ob je c t­
ive in te rests o f the bureaucracy and no t in  the  speeches of 
V ysh insky, nor in  the fram e-ups o f Yezhov. B u t we already 
know: the dialectics o f the class s trugg le  rem a in  fo r  these em­
p ir ic is ts  a book sealed w ith  seven seals. .W hat can you ask or 
expect fro m  philosophers and pub lic is ts  who foresaw  no th ing, 
see no th ing and who were caught com ple te ly unawares by the 
tr ia ls ?  There is no th in g  le f t  fo r  the b a nkru p t oracles bu t to 
d iv ide the g u ilt  in tw o : F i f t y  percent is allowed to  the execu­
tioner, f i f t y  percent to  his v ic tim .

The p e tty  bourgeois a lw ays stands in  the m iddle and judges 
a question by the fo rm u la : “ on the  one hand”  and "o n  the other 
hand ." I f  the cap ita lis ts  are unbending, the w orkers  are too 
exigent. T h is  line  o f the golden mean, the  N a tion  and the New 
Republic m ere ly d raw  to its  log ica l conclusion when they wear 
out h a lf  o f th e ir  m ora l lym ph on the G.P.U. and the o ther h a lf  
on the rea l o r fancied “ T ro ts k y is ts .”  A nd  in  the end, the lib e ra l 
Am erican finds o u t fro m  his teachers th a t Z inoviev and Kamenev 
were on ly  h a lf- te rro r is ts ; th a t P yatakov sabotaged in d u s try  on ly 
s ix  m onths out o f tw e lve ; th a t B ukh a rin  and R ykov are spies fo r  
on ly two and not fo u r  coun tries ; and th a t S ta lin  is m ere ly  a h a lf­
fa ls if ie r  and a half-vscoundrel. Cain? Perhaps he is Cain, bu t no t 
more than f i f ty  percent.

T H E IR  W O R LD

T h e ir ph ilosophy re flec ts  th e ir  own w o rld . B y  th e ir  social 
na ture  they are in te lle c tua l sem i-bourgeois. They feed upon h a lf ­
though ts and ha lf-fee lings . They w ish  to  cure society by h a lf ­
measures. Regard ing the h is to rica l process as too unstable a 
phenomenon, they  refuse to  engage themselves m ore th a n  f i f t y  
percent. Thus, these people, l iv in g  by h a lf- tru th s , th a t is to  say, 
the w o rs t fo rm  o f  falsehood, have become a genuine brake upon 
t ru ly  progressive, i.e., re vo lu tio n a ry  though t.

A  New Masses is s im p ly  a  garbage can which puts people 
on th e ir  guard  by its  own odor. The N¡a t>on and the New Re­
pub lic  are considerab ly more “ decent” and “ n ice ” and le s s . . . .  
odorous. B u t they are a l l the m ore dangerous. The best p a r t 
o f the new generation o f A m erican in te llec tua ls  can proceed 
on the broad h is to rica l h ighw ay on ly  on the condition o f a com­
plete break w ith  the oracles o f “ dem ocra tic”  h a lf- tru th .

Coyoaean, D.F., M arch 19, 1938.

ra u t, M in is te r o f the In te r io r  in 
the sem i-fascist Doum ergue go­
vernm ent o f 1934, fam ous fo r  his 
slogan: “ The com m unists are the 
enem y." The oppression o f the 
colon ia l peoples is to  be hand­
led ab ly by the reactionary  
George M andel, who d is ting u ish ­
ed h im se lf fo r  his persecution of 
the organized postal employes as 
M in is te r o f Posts and Telegraphs 
in Doum ergue’s cabinet. T h is  is 
the new "people ’s f r o n t "  o f Da­
lad ier, whom the S ta lin is ts  have 
fe ted  since 1936 as a hero o f le ft-  
w ing  democracy.

U ndoubtedly, there are s t ill 
s trong  P opular F ro n t illus ions 
among the w orkers, but they are 
le a rn ing  th a t w hatever they 
conquered was a resu lt o f then- 
d irec t in te rven tion , and th a t u l­
t im a te ly  th e ir  own action is the 
on ly  method o f p reserv ing then- 
conquests. Even now th e ir  f ig h t 
is assum ing fo rm s and p ropo r­
tions w h ich  exceed by fa r  the 
desires o f th e ir  leadership.

D a lad ie r’s A im s

D a lad ie r’s asp ira tion  to  insure 
social peace by a process o f slow 
g lid in g  tow a rd  the r ig h t,  and to 
use the  E aster vacations o f pa r­
liam en t “ to  deal more fre e ly  w ith  
the s tr ik e  s itu a tio n ,”  was qu ick­
ly  dampened. The s ligh te s t a t­
tem p t to  evacuate the 150,000 
sit-dow n s tr ik e rs  by fo rce  would 
b r in g  F rance to  ¡the verge o f 
c iv il w ar. The task o f the D a la ­
d ie r governm ent is prec ise ly  to 
accom plish the tu rn  tow a rd  a 
r ig h t-w in g  coa lition  g ra d u a lly  
and w ith o u t d isturbance i f  pos­
sible.

The labo r bureaucrats continue 
to  use the s trikes  to  enhance 
th e ir  own pa rlia m en ta ry  im p o r­
tance. B u t a re tu rn  to a People’s 
F ro n t governm ent would be no 
so lu tion  fo r  the bourgeoisie. 
D u rin g  the la s t tw o  years the 
fo u r  People’s F ro n t governm ents 
have proven incapable o f coping 
w ith  the economic cris is  and o f 
b o ttl in g  up the w o rk in g  class to 
a degree w h ich  would g ra n t 
F rench cap ita lism  the neces­
sa ry  p o lit ic a l s ta b ility . I t  is even 
less probable th a t the D alad ier 
governm ent w i l l  succeed in th is  
task  by  p u re ly  pa rlia m en ta ry  
m ethods. A  show - down draws 
in e v ita b ly  closer.

Dangerous Weaknesses

The F rench p ro le ta r ia t ap­
proaches th is  te s t o f s treng th  
w ith  adm irab le  s p ir it  b u t also 
w ith  dangerous weaknesses. 
S trikes  and even arm ed s trugg les 
can y ie ld  no solution to  the v ita l 
problem s o f the w o rk in g  masses 
unless the y  are backed up by 
an audacious and determ ined plan 
fo r  the organ iza tion  o f the p ro ­
le ta ria n  revo lu tion .

Since the  inception o f the 
People’s F corri, F rench cap ita l 
has conducted a system atic s tr ik e  
a g a in s t the  re a lis a tio n  o f any1 
re fo rm s fa v o rin g  the  w o rk in g  
class. A t  the same tim e  i t  has 
financed fascism  and the reac­
t io n a ry  press. The peasants, 
m any o f whom  cast th e ir  votes 
fo r  the w o rke rs ’ pa rties, especial­
ly  the Socialists, fo r  the  f ir s t  
tim e  in  1936, are beg inn ing again 
to  lean tow a rd  the reaction. 
O n ly a broad p rogram  o f econo­
m ic  con tro l and d irec tion  by the 
w orkers  and peasants can insure 
the w o rk in g  class aga ins t defeat 
and iso la tion  and prepare the 
re vo lu tio n a ry  v ic to ry .

Back Numbers 
Of N . /. on Sale

There have been numerous re ­
quests fo r  back num bers o f the 
New In te rn a tio n a l, m o n th ly  m a­
gazine o f re v o lu tio n a ry  M a rx ­
ism , published a t 116 U n iv e rs ity  
Place, New  Y o rk  C ity . M any no 
doubt requ ire  one o r more num ­
bers in  order to  complete th e ir  
volumes.

W ihile n o t a ll issues o f the 
magazine, back to  the  date o f its  
inception in  1934, are available, 
i t  is possible to  supp ly m ost o f 
them . Valuable docum entary and 
h is to r ic a l m a te ria l and a rtic les  
o f la s tin g  value are to  be found 
in  them  and the  m anagem ent 
w i l l  f i l l  a ll requests fo r  these 
num bers a t 10 cents per copy 
u n t il the supp ly  is exhausted.

F o llo w in g  is a l is t  o f issues 
w h ich are ava ilab le : A ug us t- 
Decemher 1934; J u ly , A ugust, 
1935; October, 1935; December, 
1935; F eb rua ry , 1936; A p r il,  
1936; June, 1936.

F ifte e n  issues were published 
p r io r  to  re-issuance o f the m a­
gazine in  its  present fo rm a t. 
W here possible, copies o f the 
fo u r  issues in  the new fo rm a t w i l l  
he supplied as requested.
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