
Workers

Of the World Unite! SOCIALIST APPEAL
PUBLISHED WEEKLY AS THE OFFICIAL ORGAN OF THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

For the

Fourth International!

Saturday, February 19, 1938 5 Cents per Copy

Stalin Waves 
Pink Flag To 

Bluff Allies
Admits “ Final Victory” 
Is Not Quite So Final 

As Believed
Joseph S ta lin  made a feeble 

a ttem pt th is  week to wave a fad 
ed pink flap  in the face o f the 
B ritish  and French bourgeoisie 
in hopes o f exorc iz ing the specter 
o f complete iso lation tha t now 
hangs over the K rem lin  as a re 
s u lt o f  S ta lin ’s own counter-re
vo lu tionary  policies.

Pan ic-stricken by the prospect 
tha t his bourgeois a llies w ill 
abandon him  in favo r o f a fo u r- 
power pact u n it in g  B r ita in , 
France, I ta ly ,  and Germany a t 
the expense o f the W orkers ’ 
State, S ta lin  suddenly re -d iscove r-1 
ed the existence o f the w orld  
w o rk ing  class as the on ly a lly  
upon which the Soviet Union 
could in the fina l analysis de
pend.

Undeserved Headlines

S ta lin ’s statem ent, made in a 
le tte r to a young Com m unist pub
lished in I ’ ravda, did not, how
ever, deserve the sensational head
lines given to i t  by the c a p ita lis t 
press which proclaim ed S ta lin ’s 
re tu rn  to the cause o f the w orld  
revo lu tion .

He was t ry in g  on ly to b lu f f  
England and France out o f th e ir  
negotia tions w ith  the Fascist 
powers by seeming to threaten 
revo lu tiona ry  action by the w o rk 
ing  class, a t the same tim e t r y 
ing to th row  dust in the eyes 
o f Communist, w orkers who have 
grow n restive  under the mons
trous betrayals o f the People’s 
F ronts in Spain, France, and 
o ther countries.

W hat S ta lin  w ill do when 
Cham berla in and Chautemps call 
his b lu f f  rem ains to  be seen. S ta
lin  w ill not and cannot make a 
genuine revo lu tionary! tu rn , i f  
on ly  because he would be the firs t 
v ic tim  o f a resurgent re vo lu tion 
a ry  movement o f the workers.

No "V ic to ry "  A f te r  A ll

W hile  i t  did not, as the cap ita l
is t headlines suggested, embody 
a call to revo lu tion , S ta lin ’s le tte r 
did make a ve ry  s ign ifican t re 
tre a t from  the doctrine, h ithe rto  
o ffic ia l and sacrosanct, fo rm a lly  
prom ulgated by the Seventh Con
gress o f the C om intern, th a t the 
v ic to ry  o f Socialism  in Russia 
was both “ fina l and irrevocab le ."

S ta lin  re ite ra ted his reaction
ary, na tion a lis tic  theory  o f so
cia lism  in one coun try  hu t instead 
o f the “ fina l and irrevocab le ” 
v ic to ry  o f Socialism in Russia 
o f w h ich so much was heard u n til 
th is  week, S ta lin  now says: “ The 
aid o f the in te rna tiona l p ro le ta r
ia t appears ( ! )  to be a force 
w ith o u t which the fina l v ic to ry  
o f socialism  in one country is not 
to be decided."

Even th is  ha ltin g , qualified re 
tre a t sounded strange a fte r  three 
years o f the c lam or o f People’s 
F ron tism  and "co llec tive  secur
i t y "  under w h ich  the sa fe ty o f 
the Soviet Union has been placed 
a t the mercy o f dubious bourgeois 
a llies w h ile  a t the same tim e 
the revo lu tiona ry  movement o f 
the w o rk in g  class has been dis
oriented, underm ined, and w reck
ed.

"D em ocracies" Cool

S ta lin 's  le tte r is a confession 
th a t his fo re ign  po licy is c rum b l
ing.

E ngland is m oving tow ard a 
deal w ith  I ta ly  and Germany. In 
France, the ru lin g  class has 
cooled to  the Franco-Soviet pact. 
The People’s F ro n t governm ent 
of Chautemps w ill fo llo w  E ng
land. Am erican im peria lism , w h ile  
m oving toward open s trugg le  fo r  
dom ination o f the Pacific, has 
evinced no readness to respond 
to  Ambassador T royanovsky ’s 

(Confin tied on page 1)

Social ist  W orkers  P a r ty  M an ifes to
Ethiopia. Spain. China. Already three million casu

alties, with the curtain not yet raised on the main act. 
Already three million dead, wounded, dying. Hundreds 
of cities already destroyed: factories, homes, mines, 
railroads, left, in shattered, crumbling ruins. Thousands 
upon thousands of the most heroic and militant of the 
workers, peasants, students, torn to pieces by the ma
chine-gun spray, the twisted fragments of time-fuse 
bombs.

All this is but the faint, mild foreshadowing, the first 
cracks in a world shell which is near the breaking point. 
Every nation points directly, with all its concentrating 
energy, toward the looming war. The precarious bal
ance, upheld by the Versailles Treaty imposed by the 
winning imperialist gangsters in 191!), holds no longer.

No words can describe the horror of the war which 
threatens every day more closely. The last world war, 
the most devastating event in the whole long history 
of mankind, was a children’s game in comparison. To
day it is the. very fate df humanity which is at issue.

Heading Directly Toward War
The United States, along with every other nation, 

heads directly toward the war. In these recent months, 
Roosevelt, the cunning leader of American imperialism, 
is moving rapidly toward first place among the war 
makers of the world.

In his October address at Chicago, Roosevelt an
nounced his direction: Toward the war! First place 
in his Annual Message to Congress was given to the 
war. At the bidding of his masters, the rulers of Am
erican industry and banking, he inserted into his bud
get more than a billion dollars for military appropria
tions.

To the Ludlow Amendment, Roosevelt and his asso
ciates replied that the people have no right whatever 
to speak on such a question as war, that they will go to 
war when, how, and against whom the imperialists dic
tate, that no measure will be permitted which might 
have even the slightest chance fo r interference with 
the plans of the war-makers.

In a Special Message to Congress, Roosevelt demand
ed another eight hundred million dollars for the Navy, 
over and above the billion dollar m ilitary appropria
tion already carried in the regular budget. A s  the Con
gressional hearings proceed, there is  every indication 
that even this sum will be indefinitely increased.

War Sentiment Being Whipped Up
To Japan, the presumed enemy nation of the Roose

velt program, Secretary of State Hull addresses a series 
of provocative notes designed to whip up war feeling 
among the people of this country. U. S. naval squadrons 
and companies of U. S. Marines in the Far East watch 
carefully over Standard Oil tankers and American- 
owned factories busily drinking blood-stained profits 
out of the people of China.

Hull’s notes on the sinking of the “ Panay,” the joint 
British, American and French notes on the Japanese 
naval building program, find their appropriate echoes 
in every section of the press. Jingo headlines re-appear, 
blazoned across front pages. Atrocity stories fill column 
after column; ponderous editorials, alike in pro-or anti- 
Roosevelt. journals, call for ever more warships, ever 
larger armament. The newsreels of the sinking of the 
“ Panay” are rushed by airplane to every movie theater 
in the- country: the same theaters which for months 
were prevented from showing the films of the Chicago 
massacre of the steel workers. A vicious anti-Japanese 
race-hatred is being worked up by the war-mongers.

What is this war for which Roosevelt is preparing? 
Whose war is it? What is it for?

I t  is a war for the re-division of the earth. It is a 
war of the rival imperialist powers for the major shares 
in the rights of exploitation, oppression, tyranny, pro
fits. It is a war to decide which nations shall bo most 
favored in the grabbing of markets, natural resources, 
and outlets for investment, for the benefit of their own 
capitalists. I t  is a war to decide which national set of 
robbers shall control the international imperialist, racket.

Imperialists Are All Alike
In this war, there are no “good” and “ bad” capitalist 

states, no “ peaceful” and “ aggressor” imperialisms. 
They are all tainted with the same disease, damned with 
the same curse, fascist and democratic, West and East 
alike. They are all driven by the same insurmountable 
conflicts.

I t  is a war, from the point of view of every camp and 
coalition, against the masses of the people, against 
their every interest and need.

For the United States, the most powerful and vigor
ous imperialist state, it is a war in which will he sought 
undisputed domination for American capital on an in
ternational scale. Watching the new economic depres
sion eating away the foundations of the social order, 
Roosevelt lunges toward the war as his solution for the 
insoluble crisis of U. S. capitalism. Perhaps, fertilized 
by enough blood, profits will again grow to a size that 
will satisfy the hunger of Morgan, Du Pont, Rocke
feller.

What will come of this war? Who will win? What, 
will the war solve?

This war w ill solve nothing for imperialism in gen
eral. The same insurmountable conflicts will remain 
unaltered. I t  w ill solve nothing, just as the last war 
solved nothing. Untold millions of workers will die and

suffer and kill each other while industrialists and bank
ers manipulate war contracts to f ill their coffers. The 
agents of wealth and privilege w ill descend in each 
nation upon their respective governments to squeeze 
the last percent out of every order for bombs, gas 
masks, submarines, machine guns, airplanes.

A peace of exhaustion will find one or another set 
at a temporary advantage, and the preparation for the 
next war will again begin.

Masses Have Nothing To Gain
Meanwhile destruction, death, misery, tyranny for 

the masses of every nation. Have the masses anything 
to gain? More food? Food will be destroyed, and those 
who should raise the food will be busy killing each other. 
Better houses? The bombs will blow up the houses. 
Higher wages? The war machine, in the name of sacri
fice for war, will beat down real wages while war scar
city lifts the price level; and the social wealth repre
senting generations of labor w ill be physically annihi
lated. Freedom? The war machine w ill impose a to
talitarian dictatorship in every nation—a dictatorship 
being made ready in this country in the Sheppard-Hill 
Bill now pending before Congress. All democratic 
rights, above all every right of the working class—to 
strike, to picket, to demonstrate, to organize in free and 
independent unions—will be smashed by the war.

The traitors in the ranks of labor will tell us that it 
is our war, and that we must take part in it. They will 
tell us that it is the war of “ democracy” against “ fas
cism” , of peace-lovers against war-makers, of civiliza
tion against barbarism. Already all of their efforts are 
devoted to the betrayers’ task of winning the masses 
to support of the war. Under the slogans of “collective 
security,”  by falsifying utterly the nature of the war, 
with loud shouts for democracy, they make ready to 
lead the masses into the armies of imperialism.

Stalinists, Social Democrats Shout War
First and foremost, in this,as in every other country, 

the Stalinists prepare the betrayal of the masses. In 
voices louder than Hearst’s they snarl at the Ludlow 
Amendment, praise Roosevelt’s war program, demand 
revenge for the sinking of the “ Panay.”  Day in and day 
out their unspeakable attacks, their lies and viciousness 
and slanders and frame-ups are launched against every 
militant in the labor movement who raises a voice 
against the coining war.

Within the labor movement, the Stalinists, under the 
whip of the butcher of the Kremlin—his hands reeking 
with the blood of the Russian and Spanish revolution
ists_are today the chief force building the fires ot the
war spirit. Tomorrow they will be the most active of 
the recruiting agents of Roosevelt and Chautemps and 
Chamberlain, and the spearhead of the lynch gangs 
hounding the war’s opponents. They will play the same 
role in the coming war that was enacted by the Second 
International in the last war and is being played even 
now by the social-democratic parties.

No pretense even of a fight against the war is con
ceivable apart from the unremitting struggle against 
Stalinism and the parties of the Second International.

This struggle cannot fall back into the dreams and 
illusions of pacifism and “ isolation” . Isolation is im
possible for this country because this country is bound 
hand and foot to world imperialist economy. Profits

Unionists W ill March 
In Relief Demonstration

Dem onstrating' against la yo ffs  
and fo r  increased re lie f, thous
ands o f workers w ill mass in 
Foley Square (tw o  blocks north  
o f C ity  H a ll)  a t 11 a. m. S a tu r
day, F ebruary  1.9, fo r  a march 
to W a ll Street.

O rganized through the in it ia t iv e  
o f the W orkers A lliance, the de
m onstra tion  is sponsored by the 
Trades U n ion Com m ittee fo r  U n 
em ploym ent R e lie f w ith  num er
ous p a rtic ip a tin g  trade unions, in 
clud ing the T ransport W orkers, 
F u rrie rs , Painters, D is tr ic t  Coun
cil No. 9, Radio and Telegraphers, 
Boot and Shoe workers and others.

Relief Problem Acute

A lthough the dem onstration 
was f irs t pro jected some weeks 
ago, its  im portance and tim eliness 

1 is emphasized by the events of 
! las t week. Under pressure o f the 
1 m iserable and w orsening re lie f 
conditions in New Y o rk— reduc
tion  in c lo th ing  allowances fo r 
F ebruary, delays and rejections 
o f the weekly thousands o f  new 
app lica tions— “ s it- in s ,"  picketing's 
and dem onstrations broke out at 
the bureaus d u rin g  the past 
week. A ll progressive workers 
m ust show th e ir  s o lid a rity  w ith  
the W orkers A lliance by a ttend
ing S a tu rday ’s dem onstration.

Z--------- -------- ------------------------------------------------------- — -  -X

All workers out to h olev 
Square (two blocks north ol 
City Hall), 11:00 A. M„ Sat.. 
Feb. 19, for the Workers’ Al
liance demonstration and march 
to Wall St.

L ----- ---------------------- -------------

The Progressive Group of the 
W orkers A lliance proposed th a t 
the S a t u r d a  y dem onstration 
should take place a t the C ity  H a ll, 
and should be directed against 
the an ti-un ion  actions o f the ad
m in is tra tio n  as w e ll as against 
its  m ise rly  re lie f po licy. The 
leadership o f the W orkers A l
liance, satura ted w ith  "Peop le ’s 
F ro n tis m ," opposed any action 
which m ig h t embarrass the sup
porters o f LaG uard ia and ad
vocated instead a dem onstration 
aga inst the "GO fam ilies , and 
the "economic lo y a lis ts ."

One slogan th a t featured past 
dem onstrations o f the unem ploy
ed w ill be conspicuously absent. 
The slogan " A l l  W ar Funds fo r 
the U nem ployed" when proposed 
by the progressives was rejected 
by the C .P . contro lled leadership, 
despite the fa c t o r perhaps be
cause o f  the fa c t th a t i t  was 
never so pe rtinen t as now.

for U. S. capital cannot be maintained without the 
world market; and a share in the world market cannot 
be upheld without fighting for it. No Ludlow Amend
ment ever devised could keep U. S. imperialism from 
plunging into war. To rest the fight against the war 
upon the illusions of pacifism and isolation means to 
block the genuine fight against war.

There is in the final analysis only one way to fight 
the war, only one way to overcome it. The only an
swer to the imperialist war is the class struggle of the 
workers and the socialist revolution. For the coming 
imperialist war, we reiterate the battle-cry of Karl 
Liebknecht and Lenin in the last war: “ The enemy is in 
our own country!”

The militant, unflagging class struggle of the work
ers alone can delay and hamper the war-makers. The 
socialist revolution alone can overthrow the whole im
perialist system, root out those causes which make war 
under imperialism inevitable, and build a society in 
which peace and freedom can be achieved. All other 
hope is vain.

The class struggle and the socialist revolution in the 
capitalist countries is also the only sound way of de
fending the remaining conquests of the Russian Rev
olution, of protecting them from imperialist attack and 
from bureaucratic Stalinist undermining.

Build A World For Peace
Workers of the United States! Consider your mar

vellous machines, the railroads you have built, the 
mines you have sunk, the great rolling mills, the blast 
furnaces, the precision tools, the shining turbines! Are 
they to be used forever to turn out profits for the 
bosses, and, in the war, to send death to your brothers? 
You have made them: Take them into your own hands, 
(o bring peace, and to give men what they need!

Farmers of the United States! Look at the beautiful 
rich land, at the tractors, reapers, combines! Are you 
raising,your cotton to make high explosives, your wheat 
to provision your sons in the trenches? Let us use 
the land for-ourselves, not for. profits, to make peace 
possible by giving men enough to eat.

Scientists, teachers, engineers, artists, students of 
the United States! Will you again let your talents be 
perverted into the service of the war machine, for the 
sake of a system and a class which does not permit you 
to use those very talents for any genuinely human pur
pose? Join with us to defeat the war and to build a new 
society!

We, the revolutionists of the Socialist Workers Party, 
with the Fourth Internationalists throughout the world, 
true to the great revolutionary anti-war traditions of 
Lenin and Liebknecht, pledge ourselves to light unceas
ingly against the war, against every person and idea 
which supports it.

No Aid To The War-Makers
We will give nothing, nothing whatever, to support 

the war. We will give everything, our energies, our 
time, our brains, our lives, to fight against it. The 
workers have no fatherland! They can conquer one 
only when the socialist revolution makes them masters 
in the land.

We do not fear the war-makers, or their hireling 
traitors. The cold grasp of death clutches at their 
throat, mighty and powerful as they seem. Their 
strength is the fevered, diseased strength of dying men. 
History has already dug their deep and terrible grave; 
they struggle on its brink. The temple of their world, 
the world of a decayed and rotting social order, crumb
les about them.

History, life, the future, are with us! Out of the vast 
ruins of a shattered civilization, with the great masses 
of mankind we shall go forward to build a new world!

DOWN WITH THE WAR MONGERS!
ENLIST NOW IN THE FIGHT AGAINST 

THE WAR!
AGAINST THE ROOSEVELT WAR PLANS!
ALL WAR FUNDS TO THE UNEMPLOY

ED!
WITHDRAW ALL U. S. ARMED FORCES 

FROM THE FAR EAST!
AGAINST THE SHEPPARD-HILL B ILL!
AGAINST COLLECTIVE SECURITY, THE 

MASK OF IMPERIALISM!
NO SUPPORT TO THE U. S. GOVERN

MENT IN ANY WAR!
END WAR BY THE SOCIALIST REVOLU

TION!
BUILD THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PAR

TY, THE ONE ANSWER TO THE WAR MAK
ERS!

WORKERS OF THE WORLD UNITE! FOR 
THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL AND THE 
TRIUMPH OF THE WORLD REVOLUTION!

National Committee,
Socialist Workers Partv

W. A. Militants 
Call Jobless 

To Struggle
Progressive Group Takes 

Lead In Setting 
Forth Demands

Sum m oning the g ro w in g  a rm y 
o f unemployed v ic tim s  o f ca p ita l
ism to s trugg le  m il ita n t ly  fo r  a 
program  o f re lie f m atch ing  in 
dimensions the g lobu la r w ar 
budgets o f the Roosevelt adm i
n is tra tio n , the Progressive Group 
in the W orkers ’ A lliance  o f New 
Y o rk  th is  week pu t fo rw a rd  a 
series o f demands to serve as the 
ra lly in g  ground fo r  action by a ll 
w orkers, employed as well as 
unemployed. The demands are as 
fo llow s :

1. F o r those on re lie f :  A 40
per cent increase in re lie f a llo t
ments, plus c lo th ing , dental and 
eye care fo r  a ll who need it.

2. For new re lie f cases: The 
hand ling  o f emergency app lica
tions w ith in  24 hours, and a ll 
other app lica tions w ith in  72 
hours.

3. For W .P .A . w orkers : Trade 
Union wages to replace the pre
sent wage o f $55 per month, in 
order to end W . P . A .  scabbing 
on union labor.

4. For the  unemployed general
ly :  D iversion o f a ll w a r funds to 
unem ploym ent re lie f.

These demands m ust become 
the ba ttle  cries o f a ll the unem
ployed th roughou t the nation, 
S ta rtin g  w ith  the g rea t demon
s tra tion  o f New Y o rk ’s unem
ployed scheduled fo r  today (S a t
urday).

W hile unem ploym ent increases, 
w ith  the need fo r  re lie f assum
ing vast p ropo rtions, re lie f i t 
se lf is being cu t and made ever 
more d if f ic u lt  to  obtain.

Re lie f S harp ly  Cut

In January, the c lo th ing  a llo t
m ent fo r those on re lie f in New 
Y o rk  amounted to h a lf a m illio n  
do llars. Th is m onth i t  has been 
cut to a n igg a rd ly  $50,000 (one- 
ten th o f the January fig u re ), 
w h ile  dental and eye care has 
been p ra c tica lly  discontinued. 
Those who t r y  to get on re lie f 
are being given the run-around. 
Em ergency re lie f cases fa il to 
receive p ro m pt a tten tion . O ther 
applicants take weeks to handle. 
Red-tape methods are used to  d is
courage applicants. N o t more 
than 50 per cent o f those seek
ing  re lie f, however d ire  is th e ir  
need, manage to get on the ro lls . 
The p ic tu re  o f New Y ork  is a 
p ic tu re  o f the coun try  as a whole.

Num bers o f the unemployed 
are s u ffe r in g  the pangs o f s ta r
vation. H unger takes an increas
ing  to ll o f life . The lis t  o f su i
cides m ounts da ily . On December 
12, 1937 the D a ily  News re p o rt
ed: "R e lie f held up ; baby is
starved to d e a t h . . . .  A ss is tan t 
Medical E xam ine r said ‘This
baby died o f s ta rva tio n ’ .........
‘B arbara would be alive now i f  
the Home R e lie f had sent the 
check on tim e,’ said M rs. M ary 
Danielson, the m o the r."

A no ther Tragedy

i The New Y ork  Post o f January 
12, 1938, reported th a t a Mrs, 
M onte ton i had tr ied  va in ly  fo r  
three weeks to get a Home R e lie f 
allowance. Her f irs t  app lica tion  
was turned down and she was 
given a new application. There
upon she drank d is in fe c ta n t and 
died. The re p o rt added: "P o lice  
said there was not a scrap o f food 
in the house." Unemployed locale 
have staged spontaneous s it-ins  
to pro test th is  callous trea tm ent.

The reaction o f the LaG uard ia 
“ popu lar f r o n t "  a d m in is tra tion  to 
the g ro w in g  distress has been to 
launch an a ttack  on the organ i
zation o f the unemployed, the 
W orke rs ’ A lliance. Th is is p a r t 
o f a concerted, coun try-w ide  
a ttack  on the labor movement by 

(Continued on page 2)

Demand All War Funds For Unemployment Relief!

Down With War Mongers!



Twin Cities Progressives Score Smashing Victory

M IN N E A P O L IS . - W ith . one 
clean sweep, progressive slates 
in  the M inneapolis Centra l Labor- 
U n ion and the St. Paul Trades 
and Labor Assem bly last month 
drove out o f office local S ta lin 
is ts  and th e if f ro n ts  who have 
long been s tr iv in g  to s p lit and 
ra id  established unions in the 
T w in  Cities.

A  num ber o f o ther progressive 
developments have occurred in 
the T w in  C ities area d u rin g  the 
past m onth, the e ffec t o f which 
has g re a tly  strengthened the 
union movement in th is  section.

1. ’ On January  7-8 the annual 
elections in the General D rive rs  
Local 744 were held, resu ltin g  
in  the re tu rn  o f a ll officers to 
th e ir  previous posts. B il l B row n 
won the race fo r  .president, the 
o n ly  office which was contested, 
by a 3 to 1 vote.

M iles Dunne Elected

2. On January 14 the M innea
polis Team sters J o in t Council 
dem onstrated the harm ony ex is t
in g  in the ranks o f the local 
d r iv in g  c ra fts  by unanim ously 
agreeing upon the new executive 
board. M iles Dunne was elected 
to  the post o f secre ta ry-treasu r
er, the office fo rm e rly  held by the 
m arty red  Pat Corcoran.

,3. On January  14 the St. Paul 
Trades and Labor Assem bly, at 
the la rges t delegate assembly 
ever held, repudiated the a n ti
labor St. Paul Grand J u ry  report 
which, inspired by the C itizens 
A lliance, was intended to be a 
weapon aga inst the d rive rs ’ move
m ent in the T w in  Cities. By th is 
action the delegates em phatica lly  
feversed an e a rlie r indorsement 
o f the ju ry  rep o rt made by the 
St. Paul Union Advocate and by 
a few  conservative union offic ia ls  
in th a t c ity .

S p lit D rive Defeated

4. In  A us tin , M innesota, the 
employers in it ia te d  a cam paign 
designed to s p lit  and disorganize 
the union movement. The A ustin  
D rive rs  Union and the C . I .O .  
movement, which in th is  town is 
directed by progressives, form ed 
a un ited fro n t, beat back the 
scabby schemes o f the bosses, and 
th rou gh  a s tr ike  won a 10-cent 
h o u rly  increase fo r  a M iscellane
ous W orkers  Union o f the C . I .O .

5. A  com m ittee o f 150 M innea
po lis union o ffic ia ls  has been 
form ed to draw  up and present 
to Governor Benson demands 
calculated to re tu rn  to the trade 
union movement the decisive voice 
in  F a rm er-Labor P a rty  circles. 
Benson and a group o f S ta lin is t 
stooges, backed by the Commun
is t P a rty , are seeking to ca rry  
the F .L .P .  fa r  to the r ig h t  in to  
a People’s F ro n t stew o f r ig h t-  
w in g 1 F . L . P . ’ers, New Deal De
m ocra ts and " progressive M in 
nesota Republicans," thus iso la t
ing  in F .L .P .  circles the p ro
gressive union movement ol' the 
state.

Demands To Be Made

The com m ittee o f unionists 
w ill demand o f Benson th a t he 
re tu rn  the com ing F .L .P .  state 
convention fro m  D u lu th  to St. 
Paul, th a t he assure labor its  
p roper dom inant role in the F.LP. 
councils, etc.

The net re su lt o f the above 
listed developments is to place 
labor in M innesota in  a stronger 
position than ever, and to assure 
the continued progressive deve
lopm ent of the unions in th is  
state.

Martyred Unionist

P A T R IC K  CORCORAN

Complaint Lists Repeated 
Stalinist Slanders 

Against Union

C harg ing that the D a ily  W ork 
er. o ffic ia l organ o f the Com
m unist P a rly  published false, 
m alicious and de fam atory s ta te 
ments. about them, live leaders of 
M inneapolis ’ la rges t union filed 
s u it th is  week in the Federal 
Court o f the Southern D is tr ic t 
o f New Y o rk , c la im ing  damages 
o f >'335.000.00. The com pla in t is 
probably the longest on re tard  
in any libe l su it, covering over 
100 pages and 10 exhib its.

Local o i l  o f the General D r iv 
ers Union o f M inneapolis, a f
filia ted  w ith  the Am erican Fede
ra tion  o f Labor. W illiam  S. 
Brown, the president o f the Local, 
F a rre ll Dobbs, Grant Dunne. 
M iles Dunne and V incent Dunne, 
a ll leaders o f the Union, are. (he 
p la in t if fs . M orris  1). Forkoseh o f 
New Y ork  is the a tto rney co
opera ting  w ith  A lb e rt Goldman, 
Chicago labor a tto rney and a t 
torney fo r  Leon T ro tsky  du ring  
the hearing o f the Dewey Com
mission in Mexico.

M alicious Slanders

One In Six In N. Y. 
Depend Upon Relief

The s u it is a d irect lesu ll of 
" the k il l in g  on November 17 of 
• ; last vear, o f P a trick  J. Corcoran, 

m a in ta in in g  the basic >5 per day 1 M inneapolis labor leader. Corco- 
and 40-hour week th a t has pro- van was Secretary o f the Jo in t 
vaded throughout U n ited States ¡ C ound¡ o f the ,G'enel,aI D rivers
Steel subsid iaries the past ^  | Un ion and was closely associated 

(m onths. The a la c rity  w ith  which 
jlh e  steel company signed up re- 
| fleeted its  unw illingness to in v ite *
! labor d ifficu ltie s  a t a tim e  when 
( fa t  w a r contracts are loom ing.

One-sixth o f the papulation 
o f New Y ork C ity  is depend
ent on some fo rm  o f re lie f, 
according to the find ings in a 
survey quoted February 13 by 
the New Y ork  Times.

Public assistance ro lls  em
brace, according to the survey,
1.255.000 of New Y o rk ’s 7.-
170.000 men. women and 
children and the number is 
ris in g  at the rate o f 5,000 per 
week.

This revealing s ta tis tica l 
p icture o f cap ita lism  in dec
line points the urgent need 
fo r  o rgan iza tion  and m ilita n t 
action by the workers, both 
employed and unemployed, to 
prevent the cap ita lis ts  and 
th e ir  governm ent from  load
ing the burdens o f the cris is 
onto th e ir backs— to ligh t fo r 
socialism as the on ly way out 
o f the b lind a lley of cap ita l
ism.

Rorty Gives 
Stinging Reply 

To “Writers”
Tells Few Home Truths 
To Communist Stooge 

Organization

JOE LUBICH
W ith  deep sorrow  the M in 

neapolis branch o f the Social
is t  W orkers P a rty  reports the 
death o f Joe Lubich, 48, treas
u re r o f the Jan ito rs  Union, 
fo r  20 years a member o f the 
W orkm en’s C ircle, an old so
c ia lis t, and a sym path ize r of 
the L e ft  O pposition since 
1928.'

Joe Lubich was chairm an of 
a com m ittee w h ich  came to 
the General D rive rs  Union in 
the ea rly  hours o f M ay, 1934, 
to  o ffe r  its  services to the 
s tr ike rs . Th is com m ittee be
came one o f the m ain props 
fo r  food collections du ring  the 
M ay and J u ly  s trikes and re
presented an im p o rta n t section 
o f the N orths ide labor move
m ent which was thus placed 
behind the s trike .

The executive board o f the 
General D rive rs  Union, to 
ge ther w ith  a la rge delega
tion  o f  d rivers, attended the 
last, r i te s . fo r  . th e ir  fr ien d .

; The con tract signed February 
!lf d iffe rs  from  the 1937 agrec- 

j ment on ly in th a t it runs fo r  an 
I inde fin ite  period. N e go tia tion “ 
can be opened be e ither p a rty  
on ten days notice. I f .  a fte r an 
add itiona l ten days o f negotia
tions, agreem ent is not reached 
the con tract is nu ll and void.

Open Shop P revails

As before, the S .vV .O .C . re
presents on ly its  own members, 
and the companies s t i l l  hold to 
the open shop. Union o ffic ia ls  did 
not ask fo r  a closed shop, it  was 
i eported.

W hile  the contract was osten
s ib ly  negotiated between tin- 
union and Carnegie-ID inois Steel, 
it  w il l apply to a ll subsidiaries 
o f U .S . Steal. Union o ffic ia ls  
estim ated tha t 500,000 steel w o rk 
ers w ill he under s im ila r agree
ments before negotiations are 
concluded.

Union o ffic ia ls  hailed the s ign
ing as a v ic to ry  fo r the C .1 .0 .  
policy o f m a in ta in in g  wage- 
levels despite price cuts, especial
ly as U .S . Steel used the occa
sion to announce reductions in 
the price o f steel.

M u rra y  Satisfied

Expressing his satisfaction 
w ith  the renewal o f the fo rm er 
contracts, P h ilip  M urra y , cha ir
man o f the S .W .O .C .,  stated: 
"These agreements w ill de fin ite ly  
stem the tide  o f wage-slashing 
which h a s b e e n im m inent 
th roughou t the coun try ."

No provisions fo r  the be tte r 
and ling  o f grievances in the shop, 

a m a tte r o f g rea t in te rest to the 
w orkers ac tua lly  in da ily  contact 
w ith  forem en and superin ten
dents, were discussed. Such de
ta ils , dealing w ith  the working- 
life  o f union members, were ig 
nored by the o ffic ia l negotiators. 

No op po rtu n ity  fo r  the rank-

w ith  the p la in t if fs .  Accord ing to 
¡the com pla in t the Com m unist I, 
organ has in several a rtic les  in 
sinuated th a t the p la in t if fs  were 
responsible fo r  the m urder. They 
are. specifica lly charged w ith  Vic
ing behind the tr igg e r-m en  who 
killed  Corcoran.

A  s tin g in g  re b u ff to a well- 
known S ta lin is t stooge o rgan iza
tion , the so-called League of 
Am erican W rite rs , has been de
livered by James R o rty , p rom i
nent radical au thor and jo u rn a l
is t and a member o f the Am erican 
Com m ittee fo r  the Defense o f 
Leon T ro tsky .

Occasion fo r  the re b u ff was 
a c ircu la r le tte r issued in the 
name o f the "L ea gue " to the 
w rite rs  o f Am erica over the 
s ignature o f Donald Ogden Stew
a rt, ask ing fo r  answers to  the 
fo llo w in g  questions: "A re  you
fo r. o r are you against Franco 
and Fascism ?— A re  you fo r, or. 
ire  you against the legal govern

ment and the people o f Republic
an Spain."

W hat He Wanted

G. P. U. Methods

' We desire ," said S tew art, 
¡ " to  p r in t  your answers. We w ish 
the whole country to know w hat 
is fe lt  by the most sensitive ins- 

A tto rn e y  Goldman stated th a t I trum en ts  o f the national life , you 
the S ta lin is ts  are tra n s fe rr in g  I Am erican w rite rs . Y ou r verd ict 

th e ir fram e-up  methods from  | has w orld  im portance."
Moscow to the rest o f the world . 
The Moscow tr ia ls  which have 

( been designated a fram e-up  by 
the Dewey Commission have been 
fo llowed by a wave o f te rro r in 
France, Spain and now in the 
U n ited States. The disappearance 
o f J u lie t Povntz, a fo rm e r Com
munist. who broke w ith  the Com
m un is t P a rty , and the obvious 
a ttem p t o f the Soviet G .P .U .  
to use the Robinson-Rubenses fo r  
the purpose o f im p lica tin g  an ti- 
S la lin is t elements in th is  country 
in some fan ta s tic  p lot, are se
rious indica tions tha t not only 
T ro tsky is ts  but a ll honest trade 
un ionists and opponents o f the 
S ta lin  regim e m ust he exceed
in g ly  care fu l.

" I  hope th a t th is su it w il l help 
defend a ll a n ti-S ta lin is t elements 
in the labor movement and w ill

On February  4, R o rty  replied 
as fo llow s :
"D ea r M r. S tew art:

" I  take it. my name go t on 
you r m a ilin g  lis t by m istake. 
Since I have never been asked 
to jo in  the League o f Am erican
W rite i s. I must assume tha t I
do not come under you: de fin ition
o f the term ’w rite •’ or ‘ Am erican
w rit er ’

" Howcvei t hat D U ly  he, I
1 hink t is s iffic ien t ly  \ .e ll known
tha t 1 am again: >1. V aneo and
Fascis D an 1 fo r Mìo egal gov-
em inent and the people o f lie -  
publican Spain in th e ir s trugg le  
against F ranco and Fascism.

A ga inst Fascist Methods

" I  am also fo r the legal govern
ment o f Republican Spain when.

t-heck the unbrid led fe ro c ity  o f ! 
the S ta lin is ts  in th e ir campaign 
to ru le o r ru in  the labor move
m en t." Goldman declared.

WAA Progressives 
Unfold Program

(Continued from  page 1)

its  govern- 
On the one

the boss class and 
mental ins titu tions , 
hand, the. LnG uard ia police break 
strikes so e ffec tive ly  tha t the 
New Y ork  Post was able to re 
port February  ]. th a t "p ra ise  fo r  
M ayor LaG uard ia and Police

EVELYN GORDON
I t  is w ith  deep reg re t tha t 

we have to announce the 
death o f Comrade Evelyn 
Gordon, a member o f the 
B row nsv ille  C ircle o f the Y. 
P. S. L. Only 20 years old at 
the tim e  o f  her death, which 
occurred F ebruary  8 a fte r  a 
b r ie f illness, our comrade was 
already an old b a ttle r  fo r  the 
cause o f Socialism , her-record  
go ing  back to the  days o f the 
-Spartacus Y o u th  League.

, Commissioner Valentine w a s 
an ti-file  of the steel w orkers to j voiced today by the New Y ork  
discuss or vote upon the agree- ; Chamber o f Commerce because of 
ment as a whole was ai forded. | th e ir  e ffo rts  to enforce the law

against illega l p icke ting ."
On the o ther hand, LaG uard ia ’s 

re lie f bureaus break s it-ins  o f the 
unemployed. They disp lay a n t i
union signs in the best manner 
o f Ford and t r y  to in tim ida te  the 
workless fro m  jo in in g  the W ork- 
ins’ Alliance.

I As the depression deepens, the 
| double a ttack w ill grow  sharper, 
l The bosses w ill t r y  to keep p ro
fits up by c u ttin g  wages, lay ing  
o f f  w orkers, and securing reduc
ed taxes. F o r the com ing w ar 
Roosevelt is p repa ring  to spend 
close to  two b illion ' do lla rs, a fa t  
.slice o f tyhieh w ill gy  d ii'ec fly  
in to  the pockets o f the arina- 
m qa ts ,m anufa td re rs . in  the shape

ous policies and actions o f the 
; Com m unist P a rty  o f Spain, which 
uses fasc is t methods (m urder 
and slandeu) and has already 

I seriously d isrupted and im paired | 
the un ity  and the- m orale o f the j 
Spanish workers. I am, finally-, • 
against the League o f Am erican 

; W rite rs , as now organized and 
j led, because I regard it as a typ ic - 
i al Com m unist P a rty  ‘ innocent 
club,' and as such a fake and a 
nuisance.

" I f  you use th is  le tte r in any
way, I m ust ask you to use it  in 
fu ll.  Inc iden ta lly , does it not 
occur to you and you r associates 
th a t when you adopt the name 
‘League o f Am erican W rite rs ’ 
and then exclude from  your mem
bership w rite rs  o f recognized 
competence and in te g r ity  who 
have devoted fa r  more years than 
you have to libera! and radical 
strugg les, s im ply because they 
d if fe r  w ith  the p a rtic u la r p o lit ic 
al fac tion  tha t contro ls your o r
ganization , you are not m erely 
dishonest, but g u ilty  o f a .pro
found d is loya lty  to the h igh t ra 
d ition  o f the w r ite r ’s c ra ft?

"T ru th  and fo rth rig h tne ss  are 
the very source spring  o f the 
w r ite r ’s profession. You have 
fouled th a t spring , but fra n k ly  
I doubt th a t you are enough o f 
a w r ite r  to understand that.

" Sincerely
(s igned) "James R o rty ."

Party Resolutions

T R A D E  U N I O N  M O V E M E N T  and the S. W . P .
The following is the third and last installment of 
the resolution on the trade union question adopted 
by the con cent ion of the Socialist Workers Party.

lions o f add itiona l Unemployed 
and Their dependents he asks 
Congress t,° app rop ria te— ?250,-

Precisely because o f the intensely po litica l and polem ical en
v ironm ent in which our p a rty  has developed, it  is necessary to 
emphasize a number o f fundam enta l, e lem entary gu id ing  lines 
fo r <>ur trade union work.

The pa rty  is the leader and guide o f a ll the w ork o f its  mem
bers in the trade unions. W ith o u t p a rty  leadership and guidance, 
a ll trade union w ork  inev itab ly  degenerates in to  opportunism  
and becomes a hindrance to revo lu tiona ry  progress. In  his mass 
w ork, the p a rty  member must, not become a "m ere trade un ion
ist, or fo rg e t the need o f im bu ing the trade union movement 
w ith  a revo lu tiona ry  po litica l class consciousness. However, in 
order e ffec tive ly  to pursue his w o rk  in  the trade union move- 
mem the revo lu tion is t m ust understand keenly the im portance of 
approaching his fe llo w ’ un ionists and th e ir problems not so much 
on the basis o f his own consciousness and experience, but ra the r 
on the basis o f the level of consciousness and the degree o f ex
perience o f the average trade unionist.

To approach the trade un ion ist, trade union problems or even 
the trade union leadership in exactly  the same manner in which 
one po litica l organ ization deals w ith  a r iv a l po litica l o rgan iza
tion , would resu lt in se lf-iso la tion . The revo lu tion is t m ust be 
conscious o f his po litica l role, but a t the same tim e  also o f the 
fac t th a t he is dealing, in the f irs t  place, w ith  trade union prob
lems and w ith  workers who have no t as ye t developed beyond a 
trade union consciousness.

The excellent w ork which our comrades have already done in 
various unions shows the vast, untapped possib ilities fo r  p a r t i
cipation in the class s trugg le  and recru itm en t to the revo lu tiona ry  
p a rty  which are opened up before us by a serious and system 
atic work in the trade unions.

Serious, Responsible Approach Needed
A serious approach to the trade unions and th e ir problems, 

and not a h yp e r-c ritica l one, is the need; a responsible a ttitu d e  
toward the w ork o f bu ild ing  the trade unions and our influence 
w ith in  them, and not a ligh tm inded, "e xp e rim e n ta l" one; an 
a ttitu d e  o f methodical, pa tien t en lightenm ent o f the p o lit ic a lly  
undeveloped w orker on the basis o f his day to day experiences 
in  the unions and in the class s trugg le , and not a supercilious, 
"h ig h -p o lit ic a l"  approach to him .

The present period also calls fo r  a h igh ly  responsible a ttitud e  
in the key question o f s trikes in general, and p a rtic u la r ly  s it- 
down strikes. I t  is im pera tive  to combat the de featis t, re fo rm is t 
propaganda tha t s trikes are im possible in a period o f economic 
cris is  o r decline. S tiikes. and v ic torious ones, are possible even 
under such d iff ic u lt  circum stances; on ly, i t  is more im p o rtan t 
than ever tha t they be ca re fu lly  organized, the m oment and the 
place de libera te ly  chosen, and the s trugg le  conductd in the most 
m ilita n t and determ ined manner. In  th is  connection i t  is im 
p o rta n t to be aware o f the. danger Of s trikes  or other actions 
confined to sm all m ino ritie s , h a rm fu l in general, and always 
tending to degenerate in to  adven tu ris tic  movements which only 
antagonize the bu lk of the organized workers.

The sit-down s tr ik e  is not a un iversa l substitu te  fo r  the classic 
fo rm  o f s tr ike  action (q u it t in g  the p lan t, mass p icket line, etc.), 
but i t  is indub itab ly  a proved con tribu tion  to p ro le ta rian  tactics 
and an e ffec tive  weapon in  th e ir  s trugg le . I ts  in it ia tio n  and 
extension are a tr ib u te  to the resourcefulness o f the p ro le ta ria t 
in  find ing new and pow erfu l methods o f  f ig h t in g  its  class op
pressors. I t  has served, moreover, the im p o rta n t end o f b reak
ing  down an awesome respect fo r  bourgeois p riva te  p rope rty  
which the ru lin g  class in s tills  in  the p ro le ta r ia t fro m  its  ch ild 
hood onward. I t  is our du ty  to defend th is  weapon aga inst a ll 
a ttem pts to suppress, d iscred it o r  ou tlaw  it. T h is  does not s ig 
n ify  tha t we advocate the in d isc rim ina te  use o f the s it-down a t 
a il tim es and in a ll cases. We judge its  fe a s ib ility  on the same 
general considerations which determ ine our tactics in s trikes : 
general objective conditions, the state o f the union, mood o f the 
membership, position o f the employers and the state, possib ilities 
o f achieving the objective, etc., etc.

Sit-Down Has Significant Future
The sit-down s tr ike  has, however, an even more s ign ificant 

fu tu re  before i t  than the o rd in a ry  s trike . Precisely because it 
challenges the fundam ental tenet o f cap ita lism , the invio lab le 
r ig h t  o f p riva te  p rope rty  in the means o f production, the s it- 
down s trike  seems to be one o f the m ain indicated means of mass 
action— by v ir tu e  o f the seizure o f the p lants and th e ir  tem 
porary con tro l by w o rkers ’ com m ittees— fo r  rea liz ing  in the 
com ing period the slogan o f: W orkers ’ contro l o f production! 
The deepening o f the present cris is w ill push th is  slogan to the 
foreground and, prope rly  directed by the revo lu tiona ry  party , 
i t  may become the decisive popu lar slogan w ith  the masses o f 
the workers and above a ll the m ilita n t trade un ionists.

We reject, contem ptuously the argum ents aga inst the sit-down 
s trikes  advanced by the governm ent au tho rities , the employers 
and the trade ,1111011 bureaucrats. On th e ir  lips, th is opposition 
is s im p ly  one way o f fo rm u la tin g  th e ir  oppositon to s trikes in 
general, as w e ll as to a ll m il ita n t mass action o f the workers. 
A t  the same tim e, i t  is necessary to po in t ou t tha t, as a rule, 
any a ttem p t by a sm all m in o rity  in  a given p lan t o r indus try  to 
impose a sit-down s tr ik e  upon the b ig  m a jo rity  o f the workers 
involved, w ith o u t consu lting  them or o b ta in ing  th e ir  agree
ment, or a t a tim e  when the m a jo r ity  of, the w orkers e ither 
have not acute grievances or are not as ye t conscious o f them 
w ill lead in ev itab ly  to a reaction against, s it-dow n s trikes, o rd in 
a ry  s trikes and even unionism  in general on the pa rt o f the more 
undeveloped workers.

A serious and responsible a ttitu d e  in th is  question Is absolutely 
im pera tive . W hile  we do no t jo in  in  the reactionary  chorus o f 
condemnation o f so-called "o u tla w  s trikes— the responsib ility 
fo r  which usually reposes upon the bureaucracy, which cyn ica lly  
ignores the le g itim a te  demands and grievances-o f the w orkers—  
and w hile we rem ain s tead fastly  on the side o f any group of 
w orkers once they are engaged in  a s trugg le  w ith  the ca p ita lis t 
class or any section o f it ,  we are conscious o f the respons ib ility  
th a t reposes upon us as a vanguard force, and there fore  counsel 
aga inst the ind iscrim ina te  or promiscuous use o f the s it-dow n

20,000 Storm Philadelphia City Hall

P H IL A D E L P H IA .— T w en ty  
thousand workers and small 
merchants stormed the C ity  
H a ll on Saturday, January 29, 
to  p ro tes t the tw o per cent 
sales ta x  passed by a vote o f 
15 to  7 in the c u rru p t boss- 
contro lled c ity  council. A fte r  
months- o f fake  promises, the 
workers got w hat they always 
ge t fro m  “ P ro -L ab or’’ govern

ments, a soak-the-poor mea
sure and the clubs o f the cops 
who broke up the dem onstra
tion.

The Socialist W orkers Party- 
jo ined in the pro test against 
the sales tax , issu ing lea fle ts  
exp la in ing  the basic reason 
fo r  such taxes and ca llin g  fo r  
w o rkers ’ action to  end sales 
taxes, unem ploym ent and boss 
ty rann y .

s tr ik e  in to  which workers are o ften provoked by the b ru ta l ex
p lo ita tion  to which they are subjected by the employers.

For Democratic Union Control
The same general propositions hold true  o f so-called "u n 

authorized strikes. The left, w ing  s trives a t a ll tim es to ob
ta in  the m axim um  am ount o f support., both from  the -officialdom 
of its  own union and fro m  w o rk in g  class o rgan iza tions as a 
whole, fo r  a ll the actions which i t  advocates, s trikes  included. 
We -oppose the bureaucratic conception th a t the ta il in g  o f s trikes 
is the exclusive pre rogative  o f the in te rna tiona l o ffic ia ls  o f a 
given union, and we advocate the w idest dem ocratic con tro l o f 
the s tr ike  weapon by the rank-and-file , vested, in the f ir s t  place, 
in the hands o f the local and d is tr ic t  unions and in the shop 
committees which m ust be set up everywhere and w hich m ust 
have the m ost im m ediate charge o f p ro te c ting  the in te rests o f 
the workers and en forc ing  the provisions o f any agreem ent en ter
ed in to between the em ployers and the employees.

W hile  tak in g  proper cognizance o f the fa c t th a t the rules o f 
many trade unions require o ffic ia l pel-mission from  the in te rna 
tional o ffic ia ls  before a s tr ik e  may be called, and o rie n tin g  ou r
selves accordingly, we cannot ignore the fa c t th a t the in te rn a 
tiona l offic ia ldom  o f the various unions are not on ly opposed, 
genera lly speaking, to the use o f the s tr ik e  weapon, bu t sabot
age it when it  Is employed. S itua tions are there fore qu ite  con
ceivable in which the on ly way the rank-and-file  can obtain legal 
perm ission fo r  a s tr ike  a t certa in  tim es is by fo rc in g  the hand 
o f the offic ia ldom  by what the la tte r  o ften  s ta r t by condemning 
as an "o u t la w ” s trike .

The Immediate Tasks of the Party
The p a rty  sets its e lf  the (fo llow ing im m ediate tasks fo r  its 

work in the trade unions.
The im m ediate reg is te ring  o f a ll p a rty  and Y P S L members 

in order to  have a complete record o f the trade or profession of 
each member, union a ffilia tio n  or e l ig ib i lity ,  position in  the trade 
union, etc. etc.

E very e f fo r t  m ust be made im m edia te ly  to have every e lig ib le  
non-trade un ionist in the p a rty  jo in  the union o f his trade or 
indus try  and take an active p a rt In its  life .

W herever tw o  or more members o f the p a rty  and the Y P S L 
belong t-r> the same union, they are to constitu te  themselves a 
pa rty  trade union frac tion , to w o rk  under the d irec tion  o f the 
trade union departm ent o f the pa rty .

W here no union exists fo r  a g iven trade or in d u s try , in a 
given lo ca lity , our comrades m ust take the in it ia t iv e  in o rgan iz 
ing  the unorganized.

The need o f a na tion a lly  connected le ft  w ing  in the Am erican 
trade union movement is the m ost u rg e n t problem  in  th a t f ie ld  
today. None exists at the present tim e, since the old le f t  w ing  
movement organized by the Com m unist P a rty  has been com
p le te ly  liqu ida ted and dissolved in to  the trade  union bureaucracy. 
W ith o u t a lo ft  w ing  movement, standing- on the m il ita n t  p la t
fo rm  o f the class s trugg le , the trade union movement in th is  
country is doomed to the dem ora liz ing  e ffects o f class collabora
tionist)! and the dead-hand con tro l o f the reac tiona ry  union bu
reaucracy. Our p a rty  m ust take the leadership in  o rgan iz ing  
and in te g ra tin g  na tion a lly  the le f t  w in g  movement.

W here such groups do not yet ex is t, we m ust take the in it ia 
tive  in fo rm in g  them on the w idest possible basis com patib le 
w ith  the fo rm a tio n  o f  a genuine ly progressive movement having 
a basica lly class s trugg le  p la tfo rm . Progressive groups should 
be conceived o f not on ly as fie lds o f rec ru itm en t fo r  the revo lu
tion a ry  p a rty , but as the means fo r  se ttin g  in  m otion the la rgest 
number o f w o rkers  at a given tim e fo r  the advancement o f a 
le f t  w ing  position and a le f t  w in g  leadership. I t  is not a p re
condition fo r  our pa rtic ip a tion  th a t fro m  the outset we have the 
leadership o f such groups, but i t  is an absolute ly m in im um  con
d ition  th a t we have the r ig h t  to advocate and defend o u r own 
position in the ranks o f the general progressive group.

Platform of the Left Wing
The le ft w ing movement should stand on the fo llo w in g  general 

p la tfo rm :
Aga inst class collabora tion and fo r  a po licy o f class s trugg le .
For the fu lle s t inner-union democracy fo r a ll members o f the 

union and fo r  a ll groups. A ga ins t the a ttem p t to illega lize  and 
suppress a ll m in o r ity  groups in the unions, such as has been done 
in the In te l-nationa l Ladies G arm ent W orkers U nion, and fo r  the 
system o f group r ig h ts  in the union such as preva ils , fo r  example 
ii i the In te rna tiona l Typograph ica l Union.

For the norm al fun c tion ing  o f a ll unions and against bureau
c ra tic a lly  appointed organizers and leaderships such as preva il 
in most o f the "O rg a n iz in g  Com m ittees" o f the C . I .O .  For 
im m ediate ho ld ing o f conventions, adoption o f cons titu tion  and 
policies, and dem ocratic selection o f the leadership.

F o r the shop steward and shop com m ittee system th roughou t 
the industries, in tegra ted in to  the trade unions.

A ga in s t any a ttem p t to " in corpora te " the trade unions, against 
a ll "governm ent re g u la tio n " o f the trade unions, and in general, 
aga inst a ll a ttem pts to deprive the unions o f the ir complete class 
independence by subordinating- them to the apparatus o f  the gov
ernm ent, which is on ly a m achine fo r  defending the in terests 
o f the ca p ita lis t class.

F o r the defense against the governm ent, the em ployers and 
the trade union bureaucracy o f the v ita l weapon o f the s trike , 
inc lud ing  the s it- in  s trike .

F o r the am algam ation o f a ll c ra ft  unions in a g iven in du s try  
in to  in du s tria l unions.

Aga inst h igh in it ia t io n  fees and p ro h ib itive  dues systems, es
pecia lly  in the present period o f unem ploym ent and crisis. 
A ga ins t the d ropp ing  o f unemployed members fro m  the ro lls  
fo r  in a b ility  to pay the reg u la r dues required.

Union Must Defend Unemployed
F or the defense by the trade  unions o f the in terests o f the un

employed. For the o rgan iza tion  o f the unemployed by the trades 
unions themselves. For the a ff il ia t io n  in  a body o f the unem 
ployed w orkers o f a given trade o r in du s try  to the corresponding 
union, and fo r  fu l l  r ig h ts  o f voice and vote fo r  those w orkers on 
a ll questions d ire c tly  a ffe c tin g  them  and th e ir  specific problems 
(the system employed by pro ject w orkers associated w ith  the 
Team sters’ Union in M inneapo lis).

For special a tten tion  to the defense o f the r ig h ts  and in terests 
o f the young w orkers and apprentices, and fo r  the annulm ent 
o f the exceptional leg is la tion  aga inst them now e x is tin g  in the 
unions, which prevents them fro m  p a rtic ip a tin g  in the trade 
union movement and its  s trugg les w ith  fu l l  r ig h ts .

In  order th a t these tasks may be carried ou t in a system atic, 
e ffic ien t and centra lized manner, the convention in s tru c ts  the 
incom ing N a tiona l Executive Com m ittee o f the p a rty  to estab
lish  Im m ed ia te ly  a re g u la r Trade U n ion D epartm ent, w ith  a res
ponsible and func tion ing . Trade U n ion  Secretary. The N a tion a l 
E xecu tive  Com m ittee o f the  Y P S L  sha ll appo in t a  representa
t iv e  to «function jn  th,e p a r ty ’s Trade Union Departm ent.

Minneapolis Teamsters Sue 
“Daily Worker” for Libel

Splitters Swept 
From Top Bodies
Elections Drive Them 

From Central Labor 
Organs in Midwest

Big Steel Signs 
Again With CIO

Would Avoid Difficulties 
With Fat War Orders 

Coming Soon

NEW  Y O R K .— Big- Steel last 
week ■ renewed its agreement 
w ith  the Steel W orkers O rgan iz
ing  Com m ittee o f the C . I .O . ,

In the com pla in t it  is alleged 
that, on Hi d iffe re n t occasions the 

i D a ily  W orker fa lse ly  and m a lic i
ously designated the p la in t if fs  
as " T ro ts k y ite  racketeers, gang
sters, gunmen and associates o f 

1 the em ployers and the under
w o rld .'' The p la in t if fs  assert tha t 

: the S ta lin is t Com m unists are in 
a conspiracy to in ju re  th e ir  re- 

I pu ta tion  among the workers o f 
I the whole coun try  and pa rticu l- 
la r lv  o f M inneapolis.



Jury To Get 
New Facts In 
Rubens Case

Carlo Tresca W ill Bare 
Significant Links In 
Moscow Frame-Up

BY J U N IU S

A v a rie ty  of developments d u r
ing- the past week, con firm ing 
our e a rlie r predictions, have l i f t 
ed the Robinson-Itubens m ystery 
to a new level and have exposed 
s t ill fu r th e r  the system atic cha
racte r o f the fram e-up  methods 
employed by the S ta lin is t in te r 
national to  d iscred it its  po litica l 
opponents and d rive  the U . S . A . 
in to  w a r w ith  Japan.

1. The G. P . U . ,  a fte r  two 
m onths o f "sw e a tin g " Ruth M arie 
Rubens, go t her in to  line  s u f
fic ie n tly  to be able to show her 
to U .S . Embassy o ffic ia ls  in the 
presence o f a group o f G .P .U . 
agents. These o ffic ia ls  were p e r
m itted  to ask a fte r  her health 
and to  be told th a t she desired 
no lega l counsel or o ther assis- 
stance. No questioning' was a l
lowed rega rd ing  the c ircum 
stances o f her a rrest, past a c t
iv itie s , o r the movements o f Do
nald L. Robinson, her supposed 
husband, which were the usual 
ones o f a G .P .U .  agent.

D u ra n ty  On the Job

2. The G .P .U . ,  th rough  W a lte r 
D u ran ty , New Y o rk  T im es cor
respondent and cover-up jo u rn a l
is t fo r  S ta lin , has begun a cam
pa ign to  sell the Robinson-Rubens 
fram e-up  to  the A m erican public, 
which has been h ig h ly  skeptical 
o f Moscow’s h in ts  th a t these G. 
P .U .  agents are "T ro ts k y ite -  
B u kh a rin ite -fa s e is t"  agents of 
the R om e-B erlin -Tokio  axis.

H is  f ir s t  con tribu tion  was an 
“ im a g in a tive " account o f the 
in te rv ie w  between M rs. Rubens 
and the Embassy representatives 
in w h ich he described how the G., 
P .U .  in qu is ito rs  had established 
th e ir  "m o ra l ascendancy" over 
the woman and thus bent her to 
th e ir  w il l.  A ll th a t he succeeded 
in revea ling  was the extent" of 
S ta lin ’s "m o ra l ascendancy" over 
D uran ty .

D u ran ty , who has fre q u e n tly  
re fe rred  his readers to Dostoiev
sky as a guide to  an understand
ing- o f S ta lin ’s Russia, now adds 
Freud as an add itiona l indispen
sable reference fo r  an under
standing o f the methods o f the 
G .P .U .

There was f r ig h t fu l t ru th  in 
his " im a g in a ry "  account o f how 
M rs. Rubens looked fe a r fu lly  at 
her G .P .U .  captors before da r
in g  to answer the pe rtine n t and 
v ita l questions pu t to her by 
Henderson. B u t D u ran ty  breezily  
expla ined i t  a ll as "m o ra l ascen
dancy."

Tresca Issues Statement

Workers Must Rally Around Beal 
To Fight Sabotage of His Defense

B U L L E T IN !
In o lde r to "c u t th rough a ll secondary and ex

traneous questions and focus a tten tion  on the s im 
ple but param ount issue o f c iv il libe rtie s ," Fred 
Beal has decided to drop the f ig h t  against his ex
tra d itio n  and surrender to the au thorities  o f N o rth  
Carolina. The N on-P artisan Defense Com m ittee 
w ill continue the f ig h t  there fo r  reversal o f Beal s 
n ine-year-o ld  ja i l  sentence.

3. A sensational s tatem ent 
concern ing the Ju lie t S tua rt 
Poyntz ease was made by Carlo 
Tresca, anarch is t and ou tstand
in g  Ita lia n  an ti-fa sc is t in th is  
coun try . Tresca charged pub lic ly  I the Rubens conspiracy

M rs. M A R IE  R U BEN S

charge. Moreover, her a tto rney  
has be la ted ly conceded that ray 
charge is not impossible. I t  is 
more than tha t. I t  is true.

Epstein Keeps Silent

I  have been asked repeatedly 
w hether the man I accuse is the 
one named in an a rtic le  in a New 
Y ork  newspaper, Shaehno E p
stein, fo rm er ed ito r o f a Com
m un ist paper here. I f  1 had w a n t
ed to te ll the man's name to the 
press, 1 would have done so. I 
w ill te ll his name to the Grand 
Ju ry . I  can add no th ing  pub lic ly  
a t th is  tim e. I can on ly say tha t, 
as fa r  as I  know, Shaehno E p
stein has no t filed any libe l suits 
o r  even protested.

"W e are on the t ra il o f people 
who know im p o rta n t re levant 
facts. One is an A m erican agent 
o f the G .P .U . ,  who, before be
ing- sent fro m  Moscow to B a r
celona, where lie played a role 
in the m urder o f m y dear com
rade, Professor Cam ille Berneri, 
sterling- a n ti-fa sc is t and anarch
is t philosopher and educator, 
spent a te rm  in a Danish prison 
a fte r  being- convicted as a Rus
sian spy. H is name is George 
M ink. He is a New Y ork  Com
m un is t P a rty  fun c tiona ry . H is 
past is a m a tte r o f public record. 
He and others o f his s tripe  whom 
we are seeking could cast lig h t 
on the Poyntz a ffa ir .

Conspiracy Under Way

"W e  are no t dealing w ith  a 
p e tty  passport fra u d , bu t w ith  
a conspiracy o r ig in a tin g  in  Mos
cow, in w h ich th a t fraud  is a 
mere link . The object, is the s tag 
ing  o f a Moscow fram e-up  t r ia l,  
designed to s tim u la te  w a r fever 
here th rough  a spy scare, and 
thus drive  th is  country toward 
w ar fo r  S ta lin 's  benefit.

"W e are go ing to get to the 
bottom  o f the Robinson-Rubens- 
P oyn tz -G .P . U . case and expose 
the vvar-m ongering conspirators 
and th e ir  m aster in the K re m lin ."

Pan ic-stricken by the reve la
tions concerning S ta lin ’s la test 
fram e-up, the D a ily  W orker has 
denounced Tresca as a Japanese- 
Fascist spy and has applied the 
same term  to H e rbe rt F dow. a 
jo u rn a lis t who ran a series of 
a rtic les  in the New Y ork Sun 
last week exposing the details of

The State o f N o rth  Carolina has sent its  repre
sentatives to Massachusetts to press fo r  the e x tra 
d ition  o f F red Beal, leader o f the fam ous Gastonia 
te x tile  w o rkers ’ s trike , who was fram ed-up on a 
m urder charge and sentenced to a 20-year te rm  
in prison. The te x tile  barons w ant th e ir  pound 
of flesh. They cannot fo rg iv e  Beal fo r  t ry in g  to 
organize th e ir  slaves. T he ir state governm ent is 
r ig h t  on the job, dem anding o f the Massachusetts 
■authorities th a t th e ir v ic tim  be surrendered.

F a the r Edmud A. W alsh, Dean o f Georgetown 
U n ive rs ity  School o f Fore ign Service, notorious 
Jesu it enemy o f the Soviet Union, made a public 
a ttack on the defense e ffo rts  being made to save 
Beal fro m  prison. Speaking before the Boston 
League o f Catholic Women, W alsh declared (ac
cord ing to the Boston D a ily  Record o f January 31, 
1938) th a t " th e  same rad ica l group who defended 
Sacco and V anze tti w il l a tte m p t to make an issue 
o f Beal's case and ag ita te  against his ex trad ition  
to N o rth  C a ro lina .’’

C. P. Sabotaging Defense

cry  the
Dunne, Shields and Browder.

A press release o f the N on-P artisan Committee 
fo r  the  Defense o f F red Beal reports  th a t "a t  [ 
the same tim e active Communists, A r t  Shields
apd W illia m  F. Dunne, o f the Com m unist P a rty 's  ; "W ith d ra w  his ha il! 
In te rn a tion a l Labor Defense organ ization, have 
brought pressure to hear on Professor A lb e rt 
Sprague Goolidge o f H a rva rd  U n iv e rs ity  and 
Miss Jessica Henderson o f Boston, the two gua
ran to rs  of Beal’s ba il bond, u rg in g  them  to w ith 
draw  th e ir  support o f Beal, but have fa iled  in 
tha t. Various members o f the N on-P artisan Com
m ittee  fo r  the defense o f F red Beal have received 
messages seeking to in tim ida te  them in to  abandon
ing  the defense."

The Com m ittee fu r th e r  rem inds us o f a pamph
let en titled  "G aston ia— the C itadel o f the Class 
S trugg le  in the South," w r itte n  in 1929 by the 
same W illia m  F. Dunne, at a tim e  when Fred Beal 
was s l i l l  a member o f the Com m unist P a rty .

Dunne w ro te :
"A n  a ttem pt was made to lynch Fred Beal. 

E very method was tried  to arouse the populace to 
a murderous f r e n z y . . . .  I t  is the task now and 
a task needing the greatest energy and speed— 
to ra lly  the whole Am erican labo r movem ent and 
the whole w o rk ing  class in a solid ba ttle  line 
which w ill stand between these w orkers and th e ir 
would-be executioners, a ba ttle  line which w ill op
pose an unbreakable fro n t and advancing ranks 
to the murderous offensive o f the te x tile  barons, 
th e ir governm ent and the cap ita lis t class as a 
whole."

Only One Change

■Since tha t was w ritte n , only one th in g  has 
changed: Fred Beal q u it the Communist P a rty  
and, a fte r  his re tu rn  fro m  Russia, became a critic, 
o f the S ta lin is t regime. The fram e-up is the same: 
the "w ould-be executioners" are the same; it  is 
s t i l l  true  tha t, as Dunne w rote nine years ago, 
the "a c tu a l reason fo r  the a ttem p t to ra ilroad  
these w orkers I Beal and his comrades I to the 
e lectric cha ir and to long term s in the pe n ite n tia ry  
is th a t they organized the N a tiona l T e x tile  W o rk 
ers Union and led a s tr ike  o f workers in the Loray 
M il l— the strongho ld o f the cotton te x tile  indus try  
in the South."

B u t another change has taken place. In 1929, 
the Com m unist P a rty  was in the vanguard o f the 
defense o f Beal. In  1938, the C .P . and its  dege
nerate agent Dunne are in (he vanguard o f the 
cops and ja ile rs !

Faces Old Charge

FR E D  B E A L

"P u t him  in p r is o n !" c ry  the N o rth  Carolina

ja ile rs ' assistants,

W hat M ust Be Done

"S u rround  Beal w ith  an iron w a ll of working- 
class s o lid a rity ! Defend th is  v ic tim  o f a cap ita lis t 
l'ram e-up from  the te x tile  barons' prisons! Shield 
him fro m  the N o rth  Carolina ja ile rs  and th e ir 
depraved assistants o f the Com m unist P a r ty ! "—  
those are the battle-cries o f every honest w orker, 
o f every honest libe ra l, o f every decent person 
who is revolted by the in fam ous a ttem p t the S ta
lin is t dicks, and th e ir  a llies, the Southern she riffs  
and the Jesu it reaction, are m aking to ra ilroad  
an u p rig h t, fearless member o f the w o rk in g  class 
to tw en ty  years in a ca p ita lis t dungeon.

Littlepage ‘Evidence’ Boomerang 
Against Communists, Lamont Finds

th a t the disappearance o f Miss 
Poyntz is connected w ith  the Ro- 
binson-Rubens-G .P .U  fram e-up. 
He has volunteered deta ils and 
been subpoenaed to appear before 
a Federal Grand Ju ry . When the 
appearance was postponed M on
day, Tresca, who was a member 
•of the Dewey Commission on the 
Moscow tr ia ls , issued the fo llo w 
in g  sta tem ent to the press:

" I  re g re t the postponement of 
m y appearance before the Grand 
J u ry  in  the Robinson passport, 
fra u d  m atter. You know  I am not 
pe rm itted  to  reveal w ha t I in 
tend to say to  the Grand Ju ry . 
Last week I  charged pub lic ly  
th a t a Russian secret police agent 
made o f f  w ith  M iss Poyntz. She 
has no t appeared since, nor has 
the Com m unist P a rty  cited a 
sing le  fa c t to cast doubt on my

Beard Slandered

I t  has also made insinuations 
against Dr. Charles A. Beard, ad
vocate o f an " is o la tio n is t"  p ro
gram  in fo re ign  a ffa irs , who re
cen tly  attacked the Roosevelt- 
B row der b ig  navy program , by 
suggesting tha t Beard’s a ttitud e  
springs fro m  his Japanese con
nections, i.e.. the fac t that, he 
served the T ok io  m un ic ip a lity  
a fte r  the g rea t earthquake in 
1923 as an expert on m unicipa l 
governm ent re fo rm .

And, o f course, the tim e-honor
ed gangste r methods o f the S ta
lin is ts  are being b rough t in to  
p lay to prevent the tru th  reach
ing  the lig h t. A  w itness support- I 
ing  Tresea's charges th is  woiik

The Am erican Com m ittee fo r  
the Defense o f Leon T ro tsky  has 
ju s t made pub lic  three rep lies 
sent to M r. Corliss Lam ont, sec
re ta ry  o f- th e  F riends o f the So
v ie t U nion, in  answer to a c ircu 
la r le tte r he had m ailed to  m em 
bers o f the A m erican Committee 
in the hope o f having them  d is
sociate themselves fro m  the Com
m ittee and fro m  the Dewey In 
q u iry  Commission and its  report.

The vain hope o f Lam ont was 
based on an a rtic le  on Soviet 
in du s tria l sabotage w ritte n  fo r  
the Saturday E vening Post by a 
M r. L ittlepage , Am erican en
gineer who worked in Russia fo r  
several years. In  the artic le , 
which was sent to a ll A m erican 
Com m ittee members, L ittlepage , 
obviously a red -ba ite r, denounces 
a ll "C om m un is ts " as sabotage!'? 
and wreckers by th e ir  ve ry  poli- 
dcal nature. In th is  category he 
also includes the present ru le rs  
o f the Soviet Union.

W hitewash “ W itness”

This is the new "w itn e ss" 
whom the secre tary o f the 
Friends o f the G .P .U .  produced 
in an a ttem p t to w hitewash the 
assassins who fram ed-up the 
Moscow T ria ls !

In  his rep ly  to Lam ont, Nor- 
man Thomas w ro te : "T he  Dewey 

| Com m ittee, which considering

W atchers? L e t ’s call them sides 
or agent-provocateurs. Because— 
Oh! yes, because— when you have 
‘watchers’ you have agent-provo
cateurs .........

" I  though t you were sending 
me a piece fro m  a respectable 
bourgeois magazine to g ive evi
dence th a t T ro tsky  is g u ilty . I 
can’t  find in  i t  a word suggesting 
th a t T ro ts k y  pa rtic ipa ted  in sa
botage in Russia.

"A re  you, my dear Corliss, 
g e ttin g  to  be such a dumb tool 
o f S ta lin  th a t you O .K . artic le? 
w ith o u t reading them ? " »

T ra g e r’s Reply

a ll the circumstances seems

F ra n k  N . T rager, fo rm e r na
tiona l labor secretary o f the So
c ia lis t P a rty , w ro te back to La 
mont, say ing th a t "as a friend  
o f the Soviet U n ion— as there fore  
a sym path ize r to Communism, 
m ay 1 say to  you that, support 
you g ive to such a witness as 
L ittle pa ge  is comparable to sup
po rt o f a Lusk Com m ittee or a 
Hague. No socialist could nor 
should any sym path ize r who i- 
re a lly  anxious to defend the So
v ie t Union, accept and publicize 
the testim ony o f a man who says:

“  ‘Now, sabotage is a fa m ilia r  
Com m unist weapon in every 
cou n try ; in du s tria l sabotage in 
.he U n ited  States can usua lly  be i 
craced to Communists or people 

to I who th in k  lik e  Communists. I t

British Dockmen
Stop Japan Cargo

L ike  other:: a t M idd les
brough and London, B r it is h  
stevedores at Southam pton, 
England, refused last week to 
handle 22 bales o f Japanese 
cotton goods which had a r r iv 
ed f ro m  New Y o rk  on the 
lin e r Berengaria . The Associat
ed Press said the shipm ent 
would probably have to be re
turned to New Y ork .

The workers require  l i t t le  
persuasion to act. against the 
Japanese im peria lis ts , bu t they 
need to be given a lead. I t  is 
h igh tim e  the m aritim e  unions 
and the longshoremen went 
in to  action in th is country, 
both to prevent Japanese goods 
from  being landed here and 
to stop our own ru lin g  class 
fro m  a id ing  the Japanese im 
pe ria lis ts  w ith  m unitions and 
supplies.

R evolu tion ists and le ft-w in g  
group ings in  these unions 
must give the workers a lead. 
Let. us act NOW .

k..

NO SOLUTION 
PROVIDED IN 

HOUSING BILL
Act Filled With Jokers 

Offers No Aid To 
Millions

By JO HN FR E D E R IC K S

The long awaited passage oi 
the N a tiona l H ousing A c t has 
taken place and F ra n k lin  D 
Roosevelt has signed it, making 
i t  law. F rom  the favorable pub
lic ity  that, the A c t has receive! 
a t the hands o f the cap ita lis t 
press, the workers have been lei 
to believe th a t la s ting  benefit: 
w ill resu lt from  its  being pu t in ti 
operation.

The b ill,  however, is a sham 
from  beginn ing to end. T h is  cai 
be seen fro m  a b r ie f analysis 
o f the s itua tion  we face and th i 
solution offe red by the Act.

Shortage o f Homes

Dock Strike Ends 
With Gains In P.R.

received anonymous threa ts  over 
the telephone fro m  a pay sta tion.

j me to have done a very fine piece 
o f w ork, was concerned w ith  the 
charges aga inst T ro tsky , not a ll 
the charges made in Russia,’ and 
I do not th in k  its  find ings p a r t
icu la rly  a ffected one w ay o r the 
o ther by such p roof as the 
S aturday E ven ing Post a rtic le  
o ffe rs  concerning sabotage."

A  s tin g in g  rep ly  by Carlo 
Tresca, ed ito r o f 11 M arte llo ,

Communist League of China N eeds 
Our Financial Aid On Firing Line

China’s s trugg le  against the invad ing  legions o f Japanese im 
peria lism  is the concern o f every w o rke r and, above a ll, of every 
revo lu tion is t.

Sym pathy w ith  China's s trugg le  can be transla ted in to  prac
tica l action by g iv in g  fina nc ia l support— badly needed -to  the 
Chinese section o f the F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l.

The Com m unist League o f China, hounded by the K uom in tang  
and its  'S ta lin is t allies, ha? been plunged in to  a financia l crisis 
by the w ar. I t  has appealed to the Socia list W orkers P a rty  lot- 
aid in con tinu ing  and extending its  w o rk  and thereby d ischarg ing 
its  g re a t revo lu tiona ry  responsib ilities.

An appeal is go ing out to a ll p a rty  branches to collect funds 
fo r  the Chinese revo lu tion is ts . The p a rty  looks fo r  a quick and 
generous response fro m  every member able to  contribu te .

To sym path isers who w ill be reached only by the Socialist A p 
peal wc ask fo r  a s im ila r response.

Send in yofur con tribu tion— la rge  or sm all—-and send it in now, 
addressed to the Socia list Appeal. 11G U n iv e rs ity  Place, New 
Y o rk  C ity.

A c t a t once to help keep a lo ft  the revo lu tiona ry  banner o f the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tion a l in  China!

anarch is t weekly, declared: 

L itt le p a g c ’s Testim ony

"Y ou  m ust have though t o f M r. 
Ford, the UaFolle tte Com m ittee 
and the deplorable espionage 
system practised in some A m e ri
can industries, when you came 
across phrases like  th is  in M r. 
L ittle pa ge 's  a rtic le :

‘The police departm ent o f the 
Com m issariat o f the In te r io r  has 
its  representatives in  every So
vie t fa c to ry , fa rm , m ine and 'in
s titu tio n , who keep busy looking 
out fo r  po tentia l or actual w reck
ers, and organize a whole arm y 
o f am ateur spies to  assist them. 
In fac t, so many people in Soviet 
in s titu tio n s  are busy w atch ing 

I producers to see th a t they be
have prope rly  tha t 1 suspect there 
are more watchers than there are 
producers.’

"W h a t do you expect, m y dear 
Corliss, fro m  .a coun try  where 
you find  more, watchers than p ro 
ducers in  - its  in d u s tria l p lants?

is ha rd ly  su rp ris in g  th a t some 
Com m unists should use th is  same 
weapon in  Russia, once they have 
decided th a t the ex is ting  regime 
does no t sa tis fy  th e ir  own pe
cu lia r notions.

Reason For Sabotage

" ‘As I see it ,  the reason o r
ganized sabotage has proved fa r  
more e ffec tive  in  Russia than 
anywhere else is th a t Commun
ists occupy most o f the h ighest 
places in Russian in d u s t r y . . . . ’

“ T h is  in e ffec t argues tha t 
Communism as such u tilizes  the 
weapon o f sabotage, tha t p a r t i
cu la r events traceable to sabo
tage are usually perpetra ted in 
Russia as well, in  the U n ited 
States by Communists. In  fact, 
the more Communists about, the 
more fre q u e n tly  does sabotage 
result.

The six-week dock s tr ike  tha t 
stopped a ll cargo to and from  
Puerto Rico ended on February 
10, when the shipowners agreed 
to accept the a rb itra tio n  plan 
proposed by Governor W insh ip  
.nil prev iously  accepted by the 
tr ik e rs . The longshoremen went 

back t<> w ork  fo r  10 cents an 
hour (the ra te  was 32 cents be
fore the s tr ik e ), the fina l wage , j 
to be determ ined by the a r b it r a - : 
tion board appointed by the Go- , 
vernor. ■

The outcome o f the s tr ike  was 
a v ic to ry  fo r  C . l .O .  and A .F .  
o f L . cooperation. The bu lk of 
the s tr ike rs , the longshoremen,

There is at the present tim e an 
acute shortage o f homes i’o 
worker? am ounting  1o bet wen 
one, and one and one-half m illion  
dw e lling  un its. In  addition ti 
th is  there are between one aw 
one-half and two m illio n  dw e ll
ings now in use that, are unfi. 
fo r  human hab ita tion . The Hous
ing A ct, in order to remedy th i: 
s itua tion , would have to provide 
new homes fo r  between five an< 
e igh t m illio n  persons.

It  would also have to remove 
from  active re n tin g  the two m il
lion condemned bu ild ings now 
standing in the slums. I t  w ill 
be seen th a t the A ct w ill not 
touch the problem when i t  is 
realized that, ihe Government 
w ill do no actual bu ild ing  or 
tea ring  down itse lf, but w ill only 
make funds available fo r  other 
groups to w ork w ith . There w ill 

: be no slums e lim inated as a re- 
• s u it o f th is  b ill because p riva te  

^  owners w ill refuse to destroy 
_  p rope rty  th a t is p ro fita b le  to 

! them.
I f  the w o rke r w au ls a new 

I home under the Housing Act, he 
w ill have to buy one already 
b u ilt  or h ire  someone to bu ild  a 
home fo r  him . B u t f i r s t  lie m ust 
have the sum of 8(500 in cash—  
or he gets no home. The number 
of slum dwellers who have th is 
sum tucked up th e ir  sleeve are 
few  and fa r  between. The w o rk 
ers’ on ly o ther course under the 
A c t w ill he to ren t a home.

A nother Cat cl

Here we run in to  another of 
he A ct's  catches. The la rge- 

ip a rtm cn t houses w ill be 
b u ilt, owned and operated by- 
p riva te  in terests. The Act. pro
vides th a t a p riva te  cap ita lis t, 
or group, may borrow  money 
from  the governm ent tw en ty  
tim es the am ount he is w illin g  to 
invest h im self. In  other words,

belong to the Free Federation o f he can borrow  82,000,000 provid- 
Labor, a ff ilia te d  w ith  the A .F .  lin g  he is w illin g  to invest 8100,- 
o f L . ,  w h ile  the clerks, checkers ¡000 h im se lf. The on ly evidence
and watchmen were recently o r
ganized by the C . I .O . ,  which 
gave leadership to the s trike . The 
crews aboard the ships, members 
o f the C . l .O .  N a tiona l M aritim e  
Union, made the tie -up comp
le te ly  e ffec tive  by re fus ing  to 

"T h is  is the ‘ph ilosophy’ o r pro- handle cargo.
fession o f fa ith  o f you r witness. 
Does he come in to  cou rt w ith  
clean hands? Is he a credible 
w itness to be accepted Ijy  F . S . 
U . ’crs and socia lists? I deny i t  
— and reg re t, s ir, tha t you see 
f i t  to popularize an u t te r ly  un
w o rth y  testim ony from  a man who 
by his open and fra n k  statem ent 
is our class enem y."

ROOM FOR R E N T
Modern conveniences, inc lud
ing  phone; reasonable. T ro l
leys, subways. Phone Glen- 
more 2-3153, call m orn ings or 
see Ben Herm an a t Y.P.S.L. 
office.

Do you Know Alice?
Wait- u n til you see our Alice. 

H E ’S A R IO T!
"A lice  T hru  T he  Therm  id o r"

A musical farce.
Given by The U pper West Side 
th is  Saturday, February 19th 
91(5 9th Ave., (near 58th St.) 
Dancing and D rinks o f course.

ROOM W A N T E D
Young man would like  to share 
room , apartm en t or studio 
w ith  congenial soul. W rite  
S. M., e /o  Socia lis t Appeal.

o f good fa ith  is th a t he must 
show tha t he ha? started bu ild 
ing  operations.

The resu lt o f th is  policy w ill 
be the passing ou t o f large sums 
o f money to speculative bu ilders, 
who w ill slap up f lim s y  bu ild 
ings, at. h igh rents, and then m ilk  
the tenants fo r  the rest o f the ir 
lives. I t  w i l l  no t guarantee 
proper housing o r low rents 
which is w hat the w orkers need. 
In  fac t, the workers have cause 
fo r  a la rm  because of Roosevelt's 
th re a t th a t the labor costs ol' the 
bu ild in g  trades m ust be cut down 
E very e ffo r t in the d irection o' 
cuts m ust be met w ith  stern re 
sistance on the pa rt o f the w ork 
cl's.

^  1 The A c t w i l l  cause more harm  
¡than good to  the workers' in the 
¡long run. I t  opens the road wide 
to c red it expansion o f the worst 
k ind  in the name o f he lp ing the 

1 workers.

SOVIET UNION NOTES
Duranty “ Explains”  USSR Economic Crisis 

Like Purges —By Concealing Facts 
_____ And Belittling Seriousness.

V-— —   ■—  By JO H N  G. W R IG H T  5.75. A N  ,

Walter (Dostoievsky) Duranty Reports for Duty
In  recent years D u ra n ty ’s journeys to Moscow coincided 

w ith  sensational developments there. When .the m onstrous 
Moscow fram e-ups were staged, D u ran ty  ju s t happened io be 
there, w ith  handy references to Dostoievsky to exp la in eve ry
th ing . D u ran ty 's  la test appearance in Moscow is p ro v id ing  him 
w ith  an op p o rtu n ity  to do more "e xp la in ing " in  the field of 
V ysh insky ’s "ju s tice , in vo lv ing , th is  tim e, the Robinson-Rubens 
enigm a— reg a rd ing  w hich, in c iden ta lly , his reticence fo r  two 
whole months was as m ysterious as th a t o f the G .P .U .

Duranty Tries to Minimize the Crisis
1 o account fo r  a grave decline in such key industries as 

steel, coal, and transp o rta tio n , D u ran ty  begins by q u a lify in g  it  
m erely as a “ recession " and a governm ent reduction o f "d a ily  
production no rm s" a procedure, i f  you were to believe D u ran ty , 
tha t is "n o t unprecedented“  bu t on ly “ s u ffic ie n tly  unusual to 
m e rit a tte n tio n ."  N o th in g  serious, you understand. In  po in t o f 
fac t, "o b je c tive ly  speaking, i t  is a species o f g ro w in g  pains. 
For, according to op tim is tic  W a lte r, one o f the p rim e  reasons 
fo r  the decline is "the  vast extent o f in d u s tria liza tio n  and the 
speed at which i t  is being carried  on" (N . Y. T im es. F eb rua ry  9.) 
Has the basic equipm ent o f industries  been underm ined, as we 
have reported in the Socia lis t Appeal, and as is apparent fro m  
even a cursory reading o f the Soviet Press? Pish and p iff le , 
im p lies D uran ty . The lathes and machines have m erely "a ge d .” 
And adds: " In  the circum stances i t  is no t s u rp ris in g  th a t they 
have aged ra p id ly — the wonder is th a t they stand up a t a ll. "

F rom  D u ra n ty ’s own re p o rt i t  appears th a t im ports  of 
m achinery fro m  abroad have had to be resumed " in  a b ig  w a y " 
in an a ttem p t to  remedy th is  grave condition. The popu lation 
is su ffe rin g , among other th ings , fro m  a shortage o f b u tte r, 
which is being exported to pay fo r  m achinery. "T he  Russians
are g ru m b lin g ......... fro m  Len ingrad  to Rostov and fro m  Moscow
to Sverd lovsk."

B u t D u ran ty  has a sim ple fo rm u la  w ith  which to dismiss 
th is  " t r i f le . "  Says he: "T he  answer is s im ple— the Bolshevik i 
p re fe r machines to b u tte r."  D u ran ty , you w i l l  observe, is as 
"s im p le  in his exp lanations as fascists like  Goering, who also 
speak fo r  the preferences o f the German people, decla ring  they, 
fo r  th e ir  pa rt, p re fe r guns to bu tte r.

Duranty Falsifies Statistics
A ga in s t th is  background o f fac ile  and dishonest explana

tions, D u ran ty  proceeds to ju g g le  w ith  o ffic ia l s ta tis tics , and as 
a resu lt conveys the im pression th a t the actua l drop was not 
so serious a fte r  a ll. F o r instance, he reports  the cu t in norms 
fo r  steel as being from  57,900 tons da ily  in  December to  57,000 
tons in Janua ry ; and in coal a ou t fro m  403,500 to 385,200 tons. 
A ll he " fo rg e ts "  to do is to re p o rt th a t there were tw o cuts in 
January, and th a t the figures he cites were m ainta ined on ly fo r  
the f irs t  few days in th a t m onth. F o r the g rea te r p a rt o f January 
the o ffic ia l norm  fo r  coal was set a t 384,000 tons, w h ile  fo r  steel 
the norm was cut to  ;>4,700 tons, i.e., a lm ost fo u r tim es the cut 
reported by D uran ty.

L u t the slickest s tun t D u ran ty  pu lls  is in " re p o r t in g "  the 
actual ou tput atta ined. In  th is  sphere he pre fe rs to use “ percent
ages, and g lib ly  reports  an “ average production of 90 per cent." 
A f te r  a ll, you see, a ll th a t is involved here is a mere lag  o f “ 10 
pci cent. Accord ing to o ffic ia l Soviet figures the production in 
stcei has been averag ing on ly 50,000 tons d a ily ; in coal 360,000;- 
and in car loadings around 75,000 (as aga inst the o r ig in a l plan 
o f 95,000).

The decline has been most catastrophic in ra ilw ays. D u ran ty  
pre fe rs to  overlook th is  item as due to  "seasonal fa c to rs ," a l
though the Soviet pres? has been filled  w ith  “ a la rm  s igna ls " 
over the s itua tion . We have a lready cited in th is  column num er
ous passages from  Pravda in th is  connection. We l im it  ourselves 
to one add itiona l quota tion  fro m  th a t paper, which p rin ts  a d is
patch re la tin g  to the breakdown o f the im p o rta n t S ta linsk r a i l
w ay and charges th a t the fa ilu re  o f the key sta tion  on th a t 
road has p ra c tica lly  closed down the m e ta llu rg ic  p lan ts in the 
South. A ccord ing to  th is  d ispatch: “ No one here even bothers 
to consider the fa c t th a t because o f the poor fu n c tio n in g  o f the 
sta tion the furnaces are not opera ting  and en tire  branches o f 
m eta llu rg ica l p lan ts  are not w o rk in g  a t fu l l  capac ity ." (P ravda, 
January 31.)

Crisis Sharper Than Officials Admit
On the basis of D u ra n ty ’s dispatch we can state w ith  

ce rta in ty  th a t the economic cris is  is fa r  g raver than could have 
been gathered from  the o ffic ia l s ta tis tics , even ta k in g  in to  con
sidera tion th e ir  no to rious ly  fa ls ified  character. F o r one th in g  
th is  can be established fro m  the fa c t th a t D u ran ty  evades men
tio n in g  those aspects w h ich the Soviet press its e lf  has been 
d rum m ing  on. (He does no t even breathe a word about the d i f 
ficu lties m spring  sow ing !) On the o ther hand, D u ran ty  im plies 
tha t even fu r th e r  cuts are to be expected. He states th a t  the 
im p o rt o f machines and equipm ent w ill be increased in the fu tu re , 
and indicates tha t Soviet in du s try  is a lm ost en tire ly  w ith o u t 
reserves " to  cover breakage repa irs  and replacements— fo r  which 
they are now pay ing  the p rice ." Ominous words indeed! F u rth e r
more, his d ispatch makes pub lic  a cris is  in precisely those key 
industries — oil and steel— in which the o ffic ia l press has been 
c la im ing  "successes" o f late. I f  D u ran ty  has been pe rm itted  to 
p r ic k  the bubble o f S ta lin is t cla im s on the eve o f the th ird  F ive - 
Y ear Plan, i t  is on ly  because the ruling- clique seeks to prepare 
public oponion fo r  a s lig h t "recession." The job  o f S ta lin ’s ace 
fo re ign  correspondent is precise ly to cover up the fu l l  extent o f 
the cris is  by admissions o f "m in o r"  and “ te m p o ra ry " d ifficu ltie s .

Other Soviet Dispatches Equally “ Colored”
The tendentious n a tu re . o f reports  fro m  Russia th a t have 

recently  appeared in  the N . Y . T im es extends to o ther fields 
a? we ll. Thus, on February  10, the T im es p rin ted  a dispatch 
on the cu rre n t purge, w ith o u t D u ra n ty ’s by-line , bu t w ith  a 
fa m il ia r  note. The idea the “ d ispa tch " tr ie s  to  sell is th a t the 
cu rre n t purge is also ne ithe r "unprecedented" nor so very  ex
tensive. The anonymous correspondent has the g a ll to state th a t 
under Lenin there were "b ig g e r and b e tte r"  purges. We re 
produce th is  piece o f fa ls ifica tio n  ve rb a tim : “ N u m erica lly , as 
g rea t as such expulsions have been, they do not compare w ith  
the g re a t purge o f 1921., when, i t  was estim ated, one-th ird  o f 
the p a r ty  were expelled or placed on p roba tion ." The 1921 
"p u rg e " took plaee a t the close o f the C iv il W ar, when the p a rty  
membership did not num ber more than 1,500,000 (as against 
fo u r m illio n  a t ' the beginning o f S ta lin ’s pu rge ), when tens o f 
thousands o f Bolsheviks had fa lle n  on the field o f ba ttle , and 
when, a fte r  the v ic to ry , shady elements and careerists were 
a tte m p tin g  to flood the ranks o f the p a rty . The purge then 
was directed aga inst thi? scum, and not against those in any 
way connected w ith  the October revo lu tion , as is the case at 
present. By p r in t in g  these and s im ila r  fa ls ifica tio n s— w ith  which 
we shall deal in fu tu re  issues— the N . Y. Tim es is repea ting  its  
record o f the ea rly  days o f the October Revolution; when its  
columns were open to every conceivable k ind o f an ti-B o lshevik  
rum or and slander. Is n 't  i t  a l i t t le  prem ature  fo r  the T im es’ 
editors; to drop th e ir  pretence o f c a rry in g  on ly news th a t ’s " f it  
to  p r in t? ”
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~~ Cordell Hull Says “No!”

ous memorandum of Sir Edward Grey and 
Colonel House which read:

“ Colonel House told me [GreyJ that 
President Wilson was ready, on hearing 
from France and England that the moment, 
was opportune, to propose that a Confer
ence should be summoned to put an end to 
the war. Should the Allies accept this pro
posal, and should Germany refuse it, the 
United States would probably enter the war 
against Germany.”

Like Sir Edward, Cordell Hull is an hon
orable man. Like Mr. Wilson, Mr. Roose
velt is an honorable man. But the masses 
were tricked into the last “ war for de
mocracy” by honorable men and the same 
ones are trying to trick the masses into the 
next “ war for democracy.”

I f  Hull says, “ No, there are no secret 
agreements,” we say, “ No, we don’t believe 
you and your kind.”  The Russian workers 
finally got to the secret files in 1917 and 
proved that those who refused to believe 
the diplomatic liars were justified in their 
skepticism. The American workers will 
some day do likewise with' the secret files 
in (he White House.

In reply to the questions of Senator 
Hiram Johnson concerning the existence 
of an “alliance, agreement or understand
ing” with England in case of war, or any 
agreement, “ expressed or implied” for joint 
navy action with another power, Secretary 
of State Cordell Hull answered in a letter 
to Senator Key Pittman with an emphatic 
“ NO!”

The Chief of Naval Operations, Admiral 
Leahy, answered similar questions put to 
him at sessions of the House Naval Affairs 
Committee with just as emphatic a “ NO!” .

B lit the same day the Hull letter was 
made public in the press, Mr. Arthur Krock, 
the New York Times' well-informed Wash
ington correspondent, wrote in a dispatch 
(Feb. 9, 1938) that he is “ expertly in
formed that, should it  at any time serve 
the common interests of the two great de
mocracies [England and the U. S. A .!], 
their navies would automatically comple
ment each other in the Pacific.”

And efforts to call Mr. Krock for testi
mony before the House Naval A ffa irs Com
mittee were voted down under the whip of 
its chairman, Rey. Carl Vinson.

Whom shall we believe? Correspondent 
Krock who says “ Yes” or Diplomat Hull 
who says “ No” to the question: “ Have the 
imperialist bandits secret agreements among 
themselves for common war action?”

With all the respect undoubtedly due to 
our Great Democratic Government and its 
Great Secretary of State, we believe Mr. 
Krock.

Every imperialist power is involved in 
dozens of treaties, agreements, “ under
standings” —kept secret from the masses 
and brought into play actively when the 
masses are dragged into war to protect the 
interests of the financial and industrial 
lords of the land.

Diplomacy is the art of concealing the 
truth about these treaties and telling lies 
about them. Diplomats are the liars who 
practise the art. Why should the masses 
believe one when none of his predecessors 
has given us any grounds fo r believing 
him?

On August 3, 1914, Foreign Secretary 
Edward Grey came before the House of 
Commons in London, asking for a declara
tion of war against Germany, and declared:

“ I come first, now, to the question of 
British obligations. I have assured the 
House—and the Prime Minister has as
sured the House more than once—that if  
any crisis such as this arose, we should 
come before the House of Commons and 
be able to say to the House that it  was free 
to decide what the British attitude should 
be, that we would have no secret engage
ment which we should spring upon the 
House, and tell the House that, because we 
had entered into that engagement, there 
was an obligation of honor upon this coun
try .”

Sir Edward was lying like a trooper. 
When the Bolsheviks took power in Russia 
three years later, they published all the 
secret treaties which showed that there 
were numerous “ secret engagements” which 
England, France, Belgium, Russia and the 
other belligerents had committed them
selves to before the outbreak of the war.

Woodrow Wilson, coiner of “ open diplo
macy openly arrived at,” also deceived the 
masses when he ran for President in 1916 
under the campaign slogan of “ He Kept 
Us Out of W ar!”  and when, early in 1917, 
he asked Congress to declare war upon Ger
many. Because, on March 7, 1916, a year 
before Wilson came before Congress, he 
had before him and even revised the notori-

Footnote To Carleton Beals
Mr. Carleton Beals w ill be remembered 

as the gentleman who withdrew from the 
Dewey Inquiry Commission during its 
hearing of Leon Trotsky in Mexico City. 
His attacks on Trotsky and the Commis
sion promptly made him the darling of the 
Stalinists.

Now' comes a footnote to the case of Mr. 
Beals written by the German Nazis. In the 
December, 1937, issue of a virulently red
baiting magazine published by them in 
Berlin, Contra-Komintem, which describes 
itself as the “ Fighting Organ of the Anti- 
Bolshevist World Movement”  and calls 
Trotsky “ the bloodhound of ‘War-Commun
ism’, one of the instigators of the world 
revolution” (Page 421), the Nazi editor 
writes :

“ One of the members of the Inquiry Com
mission, the author Carleton Beals, finally 
recognized the unworthy role for which he 
had allowed himself to be misused and the 
dubious personality for whom he was sup
posed to stake his good name. Unequivo
cally and categorically he declared his with
drawal from the committee." (Page 423).

Comment superfluous!

Falsifiers of Marx
Last Saturday, on the anniversary of 

Lincoln’s birthday, the Daily Worker in
dulged in a veritable orgy of patriotic bally
hoo as the exponent of Twentieth-Century 
Americanism. As could only be expected 
from this Stalinist sheet, history as it  con
cerns Lincoln and his social role was falsi
fied.

In wads of quotations (including the in
evitable quotations from Marx) and in edi
torial comment, Lincoln’s fight against 
Negro slavery was extolled, but the full 
Lincoln was nowhere to be discerned.

I t  was left to the ultra-reactionary New 
York Sun to recall that Lincoln the Aboli
tionist was also an ardent defender of the 
system of private property. This paper 
quoted Lincoln as saying (March 21, 1864) : 
“ Property is the fru it of Labor; property 
is desirable; i t  is a positive good in the 
world. That some should be rich shows 
that others may become rich, and hence is 
just encouragement to industry and enter
prise.”

In Lincoln’s day the capitalist system of 
private property was historically progres
sive. Lincoln’s struggle to universalize 
capitalist democracy against the reaction
ary slave-owning Bourbons of the South 
was likewise and unquestionably progres
sive. Marx remained true to himself in 
backing Lincoln and the progressive forces 
of capitalism against the slavers.

Today the system of capitalist private 
property and its sham democracy is in de
cline. I t  condemns multitudes to unemploy
ment and starvation and exposes humanity 
as a w'hole to the horrors of periodic wars. 
I t  has lost all its progressive features and 
is an obstacle to social progress.

The Stalinists, in defending capitalism 
and capitalist democracy, and in seeking 
to justify this by reference to Marx’s sup
port of Lincoln against the slavers three- 
quarters of a century ago, reveal thereby 
their own reactionary role in the working 
class movement and the fact that nowadays 
they refer to Marx, co-founder with Engels 
of the revolutionary socialist movement, 
only in order to prostitute his teachings.

Stalin Waves Help Fight War
Faded Flag

(Continued from  page 1)

plea, p u b lic ly  made on February  
8, fo r  “ G reat B r ita in , the U n ited  
States and the Soviet Union to 
fo rm  an a lliance .”

The ease w ith  w h ich  H it le r  has 
taken over A u s tr ia  and the com
placency w ith  w h ich th is  move 
has been received in London and 
P aris show how fa r  the parleys 
have already gone tow ard the 
creation o f a bloc o f the E u ro 
pean powers directed aga inst the 
Soviet U nion. In  th is  perilous 
s itua tion , d i z z y  las t-m inu te  
tw is ts  o f po licy w i l l  be o f no 
ava il to  S talin.

S ta lin  is like  the man on the 
f ly in g  trapeze. W h a t we have to 
do is to  make sure th a t when 
he fa lls , he does no t p u ll the 
W orke rs ’ S tate w ith  h im  in to  
the  :»byss to  w h ich  the S ta lin is t

In connection w ith  the Appeal 
subscrip tion d rive  and the a n t i
w a r cam paign o f the S oc ia lis t 
W orkers P a rty , th is  space in com
ing  issues w i l l  be devoted to pub
lish ing  resu lts  obtained by p a rty  
locals in  pushing the d rive . The 
com parative standing o f the locals 
th roughou t the coun try  in ga in 
ing  new subscribers to  the Appeal 
w ill be g iven fro m  week to week. 
Prizes fo r  the “ go -ge tte rs " w ill 
be announced la te r.

W e feci th a t one o f the most

bureaucracy is doomed.
The w orkers o f the w orld  w ill,  

indeed, be the only b u lw a rk  fo r  
the W orke rs ’ State in the dark 
days to  come. B u t they w il l  fu l
f i l l  th is  ro le adequately on ly by 
f ig h tin g  u n re m itt in g ly  against 
th e ir  own ca p ita lis t classes and 
fo r  the v ic to ry  o f Socialism. 
T h a t s trugg le  w i l l  be waged w ith 
ou t and aga inst S ta lin , the  hang
m an o f  the Russian October.

e ffec tive  ways o f com batting  the 
w a r propaganda th a t has already 
made its e lf heard in th is  country, 
is to bu ild  the Appeal c ircu la 
tion , p a r tic u la r ly  in the trade 
unions, so th a t w orkers every
where can know th a t R evolu tion
a ry  M arx ism  and its  on ly Am e
rican in h e rito r —  the Socia list 
W orkers P arty  —  present and 
w ork  fo r  the on ly p rinc ip les and 
program  o f action th a t w ill p re
vent another "w a r  to save demo
cracy."

There fore i t  is your duty, i f  
you are no t a subscriber, to sub
scribe to the Appeal a t once and 
con tribu te  to  its  maintenance i f  
you can. I f  you are a subscriber, 
i t  is your du ty to  ge t one o r a 
dozen o r hundreds o f new sub
scribers and in  th a t way become 
an active p a rtic ip a n t in the 
s trugg le  aga inst war.

Send in money q u ic k ly  fo r  sub
scrip tions and con tribu tions —  
and don’t  delay. The w a r won’t  
w a it f o r . us!

ANTI-LYNCH BILL
A  Speech I Did Not Deliver In 

The United States Senate
Bv A LB E R T  G O LD M A N

The Dream oi Isolation
The idea o f "co llec tive  s e c u rity ” 

has never been popu lar w ith  the 
m a jo r ity  o f  the people o f th is  
cou n try . T h is  has been proved 
on a num ber o f occasions, most 
conspicuously d u rin g  the period 
fo llo w in g  the last w ar. In  spite 
o f the fa c t th a t the w ar its e lf 
showed th a t n e u tra lity  fo r  the 
U n ited States in a m a jo r E uro
pean co n flic t was impossible, as 
soon as the W ar was over Am e
ricans wanted to steer c lear' of 
Europe.

This sentiment, was reflected 
in the Senate. W ilson came back 
fro m  Versa illes w ith  his head 
fu l l  o f the new T rea ty , B ria nd ’s 
plans fo r  collective security , and 
the grandiose scheme fo r  the 
League o f Nations. The Senate 
blocked adherence to the League, 
and in  do ing so undoubtedly re 
presented m a jo r ity  opinion.

Even now, w ith  the en tire  A d 
m in is tra tio n , especially Roosevelt 
and H u ll, d r iv in g  fo r  collective 
secu rity , and w ith  the outstand
ing- bourgeois press ho ld ing the 
same perspective, the an ti-co l
lective secu rity  Ludlow  Amend
ment came close to a m a jo rity  
in  the House o f Representatives.

M A JO R IT Y  FAVO R 
N E U T R A L IT Y  P O LIC Y

The m a jo r ity  o f the people has 
been t ra d it io n a lly  in fa v o r of 
“ is o la tio n ;”  or, as i t  is o ften  ca l
led, “ n e u tra l ity .” There are his
to r ica l reasons fo r  th is  fee ling, 
so d iffe re n t fro m  opinion in  E u
rope, even among the masses. 
F o r one th in g , there is 'th e  im 
p o rta n t geographica l fa c t th a t 
the U n ited  States is fa r  away 
from  any other g re a t power, 
whereas the European nations 
are s itua ted r ig h t  next to each 
other. A ga in , there is the c a rry 
over fro m  the hopes o f  the Am e
rican  R evolution, w h ich was to 
bu ild  a new c iv iliza tio n  freed 
fro m  the con flic ts  o f the Old 
W orld . And, in addition, the re  
were the unparalle led resources 
and opportun ities  fo r  expansion 
on the N o rth  A m erican C onti
nent.

There was always, o f course, 
hypocrisy  and u n re a lity  in the 
idea o f " is o la tio n .” Iso la tion  .fro m  
Europe was found to  be pe rfec t
ly  consistent w ith  the ru th less 
ex te rm ina tion  o f the native in 
hab itan ts  o f N o rth  Am erica. The 
M onroe Doctrine , da ting  fro m  the 
ea rly  years o f U n ited States his
to ry , was ha rd ly  an “ iso la tio n is t" 
conception. In  a c tu a lity , from  the 
po in t o f view  Of U n ited  States 
cap ita lism , iso la tion and n e u tra l
i ty  means on ly  th a t up to a cer
ta in  po in t in its  h is to ry  the  U n it 
ed States had a su ffic ien t sphere 
fo r  exp lo ita tion  and advance in 
the Am ericas, and did not need 
to develop a “ w o rld  ou tlook .”

B A S E  FOR IS O L A T IO N  
NO LO N G E R  E X IS TS

As the U n ited States entered 
the im p e ria lis t stage o f its  de
velopment, the economic basis 
fo r  the po licy o f iso la tion was 
destroyed. The idea o f iso lation 
lingered on in a vacuum. This

By James Burnham
was already clear in the Spanish | 
W ar. I t  was fu l ly  shown by the 
W ar o f 1914-18. The ram ifica tions 
o f A m erican cap ita lism  had be
come w orld -w ide , and it. was 
drawn irre s is tib ly  in to  the vortex 
o f w o rld  a ffa irs .

W ith  the last W ar, the U n ited 
States became a cred ito r nation, 
and has since become the first, 
and m ost pow erfu l o f the im pe
r ia lis t  powers. Its  whole in te r
nal economy now depends upon 
its  stake in the w o rld  m arket. 
W ith o u t its  fo re ign  trade and 
fo re ign  capita l investm ents, it  
would be bankrup t w ith in  six 
months. F a r fro m  decreasing in 
im portance, the fo re ign  trade and 
investm ents m ust necessarily 
p lay  an ever more crucia l role.

B E A R D  SEES W H E R E  
P O LIC IE S  AR E LE A D IN G

In  the New Republic debate 
over collective security  between 
E a rl B row der and Charles A. 
Beard, there is no doubt a t a ll 
tha t Dr. Beard has much the best 
o f the argum ent. He understands 
w hat B row der’s argum ent means, 
th a t i t  means advocacy and pre
para tion  fo r  w a r;“ and w ith  his 
m ature  and ra th e r tired  iro ny  he 
exposes B row der’s m eaning. He 
knows w ha t Roosevelt is up to : 
"T he  Roosevelt A dm in is tra tion , 
bewildered and ba ffled  by the 
economic impasse a t home, is 
em ploying sentim enta l coverages 
fo r  excursions abroad."

He knows how “ peace-loving" 
F iance and G reat B r ita in  are: 
"H a v in g  a ll the European te r r i
to ry  required by th e ir  tra d itio n a l 
am bitions and loaded w ith  the 
spoils o f empire, G reat B rita in  
and France do w ant peace— at 
th e ir  p r ic e . . . .  The g rea t demo
c ra tic  powers w ant peace and the 
possession o f a ll they h a v e . . . . "  
He knows th a t I ta ly  and Germany 
and Japan are driven by con flic ts  
too g re a t to  be stopped by any 
peaceful “ quaran tines": “ I find
in h is to ry  no ju s tific a tio n  w hat
ever fo r  assum ing as tru th  th a t 
I ta ly ,  Germ any and Japan would 
surrender uncond itiona lly  to a 
grand quaran tine .”

U N D E R S T A N D S  V A L U E  
OF DEM O CRACY

Ho knows also ju s t w hat "de
m ocracy" is w o rth  to im p e ria l
ism , and ju s t how democracy is 
served by im p e ria lis t w a r: "Does 
anyone conversant w ith  B ritish  
h is to ry  re a lly  believe th a t the 
operations o f the B rit is h  govern
m ent since 1914, lo t us say, have 
been contro lled by some concep
tion  o f democracy, as d is ting u ish 
ed fro m  B rit is h  in terests in the 
M editerranean, A fr ic a  and else
where ? Or the operations o f the 
French governm ent? W hat did 
these governm ents do fo r  demo
cracy in Germ any between 1.919
and 1933?......... And i f  it  comes
to  another w a r fo r  democracy 
against the three offenders, have 
we any ground fo r  expecting be
neficent resu lts in the way o f a 
un iversal dem ocratic advance? 
A ll 1 ask anyone to consider on

th is  po in t is the re c o rd . . . .
La s tly , Beard knows the real 

d irection of Roosevelt’s program , 
w h ich B row der so arden tly  de
fends: "T h a t Roosevelt would
take them in (to  the next w orld  
w a r) s w ift ly  i f  it  comes is h igh ly  
p robab le .........”

F A IL S  TO M A K E  
P O S IT IV E  PROPOSALS

Board knows a ll those th ings 
about the Rooscvclt-B rowder pro
gram . about collective security. 
B u t w hat does be propose in its 
place? In  the debate ho makes 
no e x p lic it proposals. H is views, 
developed elsewhere in his w r i t 
ings, arc le f t  im p lic it. They are 
the views o f iso la tion ism ; lie 
wants the Untiled Stales to stay 
home and m ind its  own business.

But, in tru th , th is  a lte rna tive  
is no a lte rna tive  at a ll;  and 
Beard’s program  is no program . 
The tru th  is tha t the business of 
U .S . im peria lism  is everybody’s 
business. The tru th  is th a t fo re ign  
trade and cap ita l m arkets are 
necessary to U .S . cap ita lism  i f  
i t  is not to collapse. There are 
not enough m arkets to go around 
among the powers. The com peti
tion  fo r  them is a life  and death 
question fo r  each power. There
fo re , in the end, they— includ ing 
the U n ited States, f ig h t each 
o ther fo r  them.

DOES H E  T H IN K
U. S. W IL L  A B D IC A T E ?

To assume th a t the U .S . ca
p ita lis ts , con tro llin g  the U . S . 
governm ent, w i l l  no t figh t under 
such circumstances, is to assume 
th a t they w il l  v o lu n ta r ily  abdi- 
:ate, w il l stand by w h ile  the social 

system which supports them goes 
bankrup t. Does D r. Beard, w ith  
a ll his h is to rica l knowledge and 
his irony , make such an assump
tion  ?

The idea th a t iso la tion is pos
sible fo r  im p e ria lis t U n ited  States 
is thus an em pty illus ion , u tte r ly  
unrelated to h is to rica l and eco
nomic re a lity . I f  it  and those 
who advocate i t  are less treach
erous than collective security , 
the illus ion  o f iso lation is also 
a most pow erfu l danger. F o r i t  
is an illus ion  which leads the 
masses away from  the genuine 
fig h t against w ar, dissipates th e ir  
energies in em pty a ir ,  and leaves 
them  helpless when the w ar 
breaks out in spite o f—-in p a rt 
because o f— the illusion .

(T h is  is the th ird  in a sei ies 
o f fo u r artic les  by James 
Burnham  on the New Repub
lic  debate over collective se
c u r ity  between E a rl B row der 
and Charles A. Beard. The last 
a rtic le , sum m ariz ing  the M a rx 
is t answer to co llective se
c u rity , w ill appear in the next 
issue.)

Gentlemen: Some o f you feel 
that, you have already done your 
du ty , th a t is, you have done w hat 
appears to you to be p o lit ic a lly  
advisable. T h irty -seven  o f you 
who are in fa v o r o f the a n ti
lynch ing  b ill voted to close de
bate and proceed to a vote. You 
th in k  th a t you have thereby 
cleared your s k ir ls  and can go 
back to your Negro constituents 
w ith  the c la im  that you are a 
fr ie n d  o f the Negro people. W hat 
else could anyone expect fro m  
you ? Did you not vote in fa vo r 
o f closing debate and thus b ring  
the b ill to  a vote, som ething 
which the tw o  dozen Southern 
senators refuse to p e rm it by 
th e ir  f ilib u s te r  ? And now there 
is no use con tinu ing  the a ttem p t 
to pass the b ill because the f i l i 
buster w i l l  prevent th is  august 
body from  considering o ther im 
portant. measures!

Undoubtedly you w il l  succeed 
in convincing some o f the Negro 
people th a t you were sincere in 
your e ffo r ts  to pass the W agner- 
Van Nuys a n ti- lyn ch in g  b ill.  B u t 
1 assure you many w h ite  and 
Negro w orkers w ill see th rough 
the hypocrisy which is g la r in g ly  
evident, in the b ill its e lf and in 
the a ttitu d e  o f the la rge bloc o f 
senators supporting  the h ill fo r 
po litica l reasons.

H ypocrisy o f N orthern 
Democrats

! am a fra id  th a t I m ust agree 
w ith  t h e  reactionary , w h ite - 
chauvin is tic  Senators fro m  the 
South th a t the b ill was in troduc
ed w ith  the sole purpose o f-e n 
ab ling  the N orthe rn  Democrats to 
make sure o f the Negro vote. I t  
is common knowledge tha t many 
o f the Senators from  the N o rth 
ern Slates, where m any Negro 
voters reside, are ac tu a lly  against 
the b ill but dare not come out 
openly in opposition to it. The 
purpose o f the b ill is essentia lly 
to fool the Negro voters. As a 
m a tte r o f fac t, a ll o f you are 
constantly  occupied w ith  the task 
o f foo lin g  not on ly  the Negro 
people but a ll the people. I f  you 
and you r like  did not succeed in 
deceiving the wide masses do you 
th in k  they would to le ra te  the 
ca p ita lis t system fo r  one mo
ment? Do you th in k  the w h ite  
and Negro workers would per
m it  themselves to be explo ited, 
would s u ffe r hunger and m isery, 
would consent to be cannon fod
der in cap ita lis t wars i f  they 
were not deceived by the ca p ita l
is t po litic ians, press, school and 
chu rch?

B y the way, lo t me call your 
a tten tion  to the g reatest hypo
c rite  o f a ll o f you, the man who 
sits in the W hite  House, Pres
ident Roosevelt. Th is g rea t fr ien d  
o f the people, the Negro people 
included, I presume, is as s ilen t 
as a sphynx. N o t a word has he 

(u tte red  in fa v o r o f the b ill,  not 
I a sentence has he w ritte n  urg 'ing 
I his supporters to vote fo r  the 
¡b ill.  This shrewd po litic ian  hopes 
'to  make the Negroes th in k  th a t 
jho favo rs  the b ill and at the same 
| tim e  avoid an tagon iz ing  the 
Southern Democrats by ac tua lly  
com ing out in its  favo r. He w ill 

¡ce rta in ly  be happy i f  the b ill 
i never passes so th a t he w ill not 
jbe forced to sign o r veto it .

Weakness o f B ill

Le t ns consider the provisions 
o f the b ill and see w hether it  
w il l b rin g  about the desired e f
fe c t o f s topping the inhum an 

I lynch ings o f innocent Negroes? 
In  the f i r s t  place, i t  should be 
known th a t the b ill does not a t- 

i tem pt to punish any leader or 
member o f a lynch ing  mob. I f  i t  
is possible under present condi
tions to stop lynch ing, i t  can be 
done on ly  by a vigorous prosecu
tion  fo r  m urder o f the leaders 
and members o f a lynch ing  mob 
and not by the method proposed 
in th is  b ill.

The W agner b ill threatens to 
penalize the o ffic ia l in charge of 
any prisoner who is lynched or 
the govcrnam enta l subdivision 
where the lynch ing  occurs. Be
fo re  any o ffic ia l can be success
fu lly  prosecuted it  w ill have to 
he proved th a t hi' w i lfu l ly  ne
glected to use a ll d ilig e n t e ffo r ts  
to prevent the lynch ing. I hope 
tha t no one is foo lish  enough to 
believe th a t a prosecutor, assum
ing even th a t he is interested in 
ob ta in ing  a conviction, w ill have 

¡an easy task before a ju ry  in the 
South. The burden o f proof, of 
course, w i l l  be on the prosecu
tion  and th a t p ra c tica lly  gua-
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S. W . R. w ill hold an open 
educational m eeting th is  F r i
day, February  18, at 8:30 P.
M., at the home o f Dr. Paul 
I, u t t i n g e r, 5 W ashington 
Square, N o rth . F rank  L.
Dcmby, member o f the N a tion 
al Com m ittee o f the Y.P.S.L., 
w il l speak on “ France in  F e r
m en t.”  There w ill be questions 
and discussion. Adm ission free .
A ll welcome.
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rantees an acqu itta l. In  the case 
o f a governm enta l subdivision, 
which under the proposed law 
w ill be liab le  to  the p a rty  in ju r 
ed o r to  his re la tives in the sum 
o f fro m  tw o thousand to ten 
thousand do lla rs, the burden o f 
p rov ing  tha t the o ffic ia l used d i
ligence is  on the government. 
Even there i t  w il l not be so d if 
fic u lt to prove th a t the officer 
did his best to prevent the lynch
in g  and was overwhelmed by su
pe rio r force.

In  some states there is a law 
w h ich  makes a governm ental 
subdiv is ion absolute ly liab le  fo r  
a ll damage done to  p ro pe rty  in 
the course o f a r io t.  W agner 
could certa in ly ' have treated the 
Negroes a t least in the same way, 
th a t is, the b ill could have p ro 
vided absolute l ia b i l i ty  on the 
p a r t  o f any governm enta l subdi
v is ion where a lynch ing  occurs. 
B u t p rope rty  is more sacred than 
Negroes.

M o tive  o f Southern Senators

W hy are the Southern Senators 
so b it te r ly  opposed to  a b ill,  the 
effectiveness o f which can be 
questioned even fo r  the purpose 
i t  is intended to serve? Should 
the b ill pass, w h ite  m asters w ill 
continue to have th e ir  p rope rties ; 
they w il l  continue to  exp lo it both 
Negro and w h ite  w o rke rs ; the 
<hare-cropper w i l l  continue to 
live  on the b r in k  o f s ta rva tio n ; 
and the Negroes w il l  s t i l l  be spat 
upon, rev iled  and te rro rized . The 
N orthe rn  States have shown th a t 
lyn ch in g  can be lim ite d  to re 
vo lu tio na ry  w orkers, as in the 
ease o f F rank  L itt le ,  or th a t i t  
can be done w ith  a ll the legal 
fo rm s, as in the case o f Sacco 
and V anze tti, w ith o u t in the least 
d is tu rb in g  the w e ll-be ing o f the 
c a p ita lis t class.

The arrogance o f the ru lin g  
w h ites in the South knows no 
bounds. They w ill not p e rm it any 
encroachment upon th e ir  r ig h t  
to do as they please w ith  th e ir  
"n ig g e rs ."  And then there is a 
po ss ib ility  th a t the Negroes, even 
though they m ay be m istaken, 
w ill ( lim it th a t there is some 
power to  p ro te c t them  aga inst the 
b ru ta lity  o f the w h ite  bosses and 
th is  though t m ig h t cause them 
to l i f t  up th e ir  heads. The Sena
to r ia l representatives o f the 
w h ite  ru lin g  class o f the South 
are anxious to prevent the 
s ligh te s t concession to the people 
who created a ll the w ea lth  o f the 
South.

How Lynch ing  W ill End

I t  is necessary th a t the Negro 
w orkers  c lea rly  understand the 
nature o f th is  a n ti- lyn ch in g  b ill 
and the m otives o f those who 
have in troduced i t  and support 
it ,  as w e ll as those who are op
posed to  it .  The Dem ocrats who 
a lleged ly support it ,  do so be
cause they see a chance to as
sure themselves o f a huge num 
ber o f Negro votes. The Senators 
who oppose i t  are u n w illin g  to 
y ie ld  an inch o f th e ir  r ig h t  to 
keep the N egro in  u tte r  degrada
tion .

The Negro workers m ust un
derstand th a t even i f  the h ill is 
passed (and i t  has ve ry  l i t t le  
chance o f passing) i t  is doub tfu l 
w hether i t  w i l l  have any e ffec t 
upon lynchings. I sha ll vote fo r  
the b ill because, as weak as i t  is, 
i t  m ig h t conceivably have some 
s lig h t e ffec t in saving the life  
o f a Negro. The Socia list W o rk 
ers’ P a rty  states c lea rly  th a t a 
fa r  more e ffec tive  method than 
th is  b ill to stop lynchings in the 
South is fo r  the Negro and w h ite  
w orkers to organize and shake 
th e ir  un ited f is t in  the face o f 
the w h ite  masters. O nly a united 
s trugg le  o f w h ite  and colored 
w orkers  w ill im prove the ho rrib le  
conditions o f the w o rk in g  class 
o f the South. Do no t re ly  upon 
the charitab le  fee lings o f the 
m asters; do not depend upon the 
good w i l l  o f the N o rth e rn  Demo
crats. Rely on ly upon you r u n it 
ed s treng th .

A ga in s t C apita lism

And i t  is no t enough to  s tru g 
gle aga inst lynch ing  alone. There 
is very l i t t le  choice between be
ing  lynched and s ta rv in g  to 
death. Lynch ing  is on ly one o f 
the resu lts  o f the conditions under 
w h ich both Negroes and w h ite  
w orkers  are compelled to live. So 
long as the w h ite  cap ita lis ts  are 
pe rm itted  to ru le  th is  country, 
so long w il l  there be unem ploy
ment, w ar, te rro r, s ta rva tion , 
lynching.

N o t an a n ti- lyn ch in g  b ill w ill 
do aw ay w ith  lynch ing , h u t a 
b ill in troduced by a w o rke rs ’ go
vernm ent abolish ing the r ig h t  b f 
the w h ite  ru l in g  class to  own 
the w ea lth  o f th is  cou n try  and 
exp lo it the w orkers  o f a ll races 
and creeds. F o r the Negroes to 
ga in complete economic, po litica l 
and social equa lity , and fo r  the 
w h ite  and N egro workers to live  
as brother’s free  fro m  the ex
p lo ita tio n  o f cap ita lis ts , i t  Is ,n e 
cessary tfi create a workers’ go-


