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Issues O f The Day A t  The 
A . F. of L. Convention

In  h is keynote speech to the 
F ifty -F o u rth  annual convention of 
the Am erican Federation of Labor, 
now in  session in  San Francisco, 
president W illia m  Green hailed the 
s tr ike  truce  proposal made in  Pres­
ident Roosevelt’s broadcast the 
n ig h t before. In  an in te rv iew  la te r 
he s a id : “ I  know i t  w i l l  meet w ith  
a warm  reception from  labor.”  

S im ultaneously the N a tiona l As­
sociation of M anufacturers w e l­
comed the s tr ike  truce proposal and 
referred to a memorandum i t  had 
previously subm itted ‘'recommend­
ing the issuance by the President of 
a proclam ation s im ila r to  the doc­
tr in e  la id  down by the N ationa l 
Council of defense du ring  the 
W o rld  W ar and subscribed to by 
Samuel Gompers.”

Strike Truces of the Past 
And w hy should not Green and 

his w o rthy  cronies be ready to sub­
scribe to such a truce? They have 
done i t  before. We reca ll the be­
g inn ing o f the cris is  when Presi­
dent Hoover summoned the captains 
of in du s try  and the leaders of the 
trade unions and, in  view o f “ the 
na tiona l emergency” , obtained a 
no-strike  pledge from  the la tte r. So 
here we have i t ; a no-strike  pledge 
in  tim e of w a r; a 110-s tr ike  pledge 
in  tim e of cris is, and now a pros­
pective no -s trike  pledge in  the tim e 
of the attem pted recovery. I t  is 
not d if f ic u lt  to find the grounds or 
the m otiva tions fo r  i t ; but we ven­
tu re  to say th a t i t  w i l l  be much 
more d iff ic u lt ac tua lly  to m a in ta in  
a no -s trike  pledge now and take 
away th is  most pow erfu l means of 
mass resistance of the Am erican 
workers against the increasing in ­
tens ity  o f exp lo ita tion .

In  th is  w arm  greeting to  the 
s tr ik e  truce proposal by the labor 
lieutenants of cap ita lism  we see 
manifested one side of government 
and: “ labo r”  re lations under the 
NRA. The increasing governmen 
ta l supervision o f relations between 
labor and the barons of industry  
and finance, th a t is  the class rela 
tions, attem pts to make class colla 
boration a permanent in s titu tio n  to 
be founded on a much broader basis 
than heretofore, w ith  the labor 
lieutenants as the guardians, not 
of the in terests of the workers, but 
o f th e ir  hoped-for docile acquies­
cence to continued exp lo ita tion . The 
trade  union officials s it on the labor 
re la tions and m ediation boards. 
They engage in  truce  agreements 
and sell-ou t settlements o f strikes

Cannon, Muste Address 
Paterson Silk Workers

w ith  representatives of the adm in­
is tra tion .

The trade union offic ia ls re ly  on 
th is  sort of an equ ilib rium . No 
doubt, President Roosevelt’s broad­
cast fitted adm irab ly  w ith  the A. 
F. o f L. convention, both from  the 
po in t o f view of purpose and tim e 
of delivery.

B ut there is also another side of 
government and labo r relations, 
and th is  is a fa r  more im portan t 
one. I t  was p a rtic u la r ly  and g la r­
in g ly  manifested in the recent tex­
t ile  s trike . In  every strike , in  
p ra c tica lly  every c ity  where te x tile  
m ills  are located, the s tr ike rs ’ 
p icket lines met the government in  
its  rea l expression, in  the fo rm  of 
the mailed fist. Gunmen and sher­
iffs ; iHdicomen: steel-helmeted sol­
diers : tear gas, machine guns and 
concentration camps; the im p ris ­
onment and k il l in g  and m aim ing of 
s trike rs— th is is w hat the workers 
met in  th e ir  conflic t w ith  the gov­
ernment of th e ir masters. The fu l l  
significance o f th is  experience may ( 
not yet be c lear to the te x tile  w o rk ­
ers who fought so hero ica lly . B ut, 
taken together w ith  the empty p ro­
mises by w h ich they were cajoled 
to re tu rn  to w ork and, fo r  the time 
being, give up the ir s trike  weapon, 
the lesson w il l  become increasingly 
clear. A t the same tim e we w ill 
witness the upsetting of the equ il­
ib rium  tha t the trade union officials 
re ly  on today.

Real Issues to the Fore
No doubt consideration o f the 

proposed s tr ike  truce w il l  dominate 
the A. F. of L. convention. But 
beneath i t  the rea l issues w i l l  press 
to the fore. C erta in  rum b lings of 
disagreements and d ifficu lties in  the 
offic ia l fa m ily  have already ap­
peared in  the s p lit between those 
officials who are inside the B u ild ing  
Trades Department and those of the 
carpenters, brick layers and elec­
tr ic ia ns  who are outside. Of 
course, th is  sp lit does not reflect 
any of the real issues. I t  merely 
expresses the quandary of the offi­
c ia l fa m ily  and the attem pt to lead 
the issues in to  channels where they 
can be b lurred a ml obscured. B ut 
th is  w i l l  not help. The problem of 
the r ig h t to union organ ization re­
mains and th is  r ig h t can be won 
only by figh ting  fo r i t ; the ques­
tion  o f poliey and method in the 
face o f an arrogant class of em­
ployers begins to ca ll fo r  a so lu­
tion : the question o f form s o f or-

Palerson, N. ,J.— A crowd o f 300 
s ilk  workers. cons titu ting  the 
largest local meeting brought to ­
gether by any le ft-w in g  organiza­
tion  in  some years, packed Oakley 
H a ll Sunday n igh t and received 
w ith  warm  applanse the addresses 
of James P. Cannon and A. J. 
Muste. T h is  was the firs t public 
meeting held under the jo in t aus­
pices o f the Communist league  and 
the Am erican W orkers P arty , and 
references made by both speakers 
to the p robab ility  o f un ity  on a 
revo lu tiona ry  program  in  the near 
fu tu re  were greeted en thusiastica l­
ly.

Muste Scores “Settlement”
Comrade Muste, the first speaker, 

analyzed the recent te x tile  strike, 
and characterized the settlement as 
a fla g ra n t betrayal. Muste pointed 
out th a t the workers must not re­
gard the s tr ik e  as a ltogether a 
wasted e ffort, especially in view of 
the m ora l effect o f the m ilita n t 
ac tiv ities  of te x tile  workers a ll 
over the country. He went on to 
show tha t no th ing had been won of 
the o r ig in a l demands o f the U.T. 
W., and th a t in  a way something 
had been lost since Paterson boss­
es, who had fo rm erly  signed large- 
scale jo in t  agreements could now 
point to the W inant Report as fa v ­
oring  shop-b.v-shop settlement.

“ T h is  worth less report was en­
dorsed by the leaders of the U.T. 
W .,”  said Muste, “ a t a moment 
when the s tr ik e  was s t i l l  on the 
upswing. They did  not even re­
qu ire the bosses to accept the re­
port. W ithou t a single guarantee, 
not even a paper one, they called 
off the strike, leaving thousands of 
workers h igh-and-dry w ith o u t the ir 
jobs. To produce such a result, it  
was necessary to have the type of 
leaders now in  contro l o f the U.T. 
W. and the A. F. of L. in  general,

tha t is, men who combine w ith  
s tup id ity , a lack of courage and 
d is loya lty  to the w ork ing  class.”  

Cannon Analyzes Strike Wave
Comrade Cannon discussed the 

general background of the tex tile  
strike , analyzed the m il ita n t mood 
which has become more and more 
cha racte ris tic  o f labor in  a ll im por­
ta n t industries in  the past year, 
and took up in some deta il the 
manner in w h ich  the te x tile  s trike  
was run in  Paterson. H is c ritic ism  
o f the Lovestoneite local ch ie f of 
the s ilk  Federation, E li K e lle r, was 
greeted w ith  vociferously-expressed 
approval by the workers present. 
D u ring  the same afternoon, a group 
num bering about 700 had gathered 
at union headquarters to complain 
about the fact th a t the s tr ike  had 
been called off w ithou t a member­
ship meeting and that K e lle r, in  
order to m a in ta in  power, was vio­
la tin g  the union constitu tion  in a 
dozen ways.

Comrade Cannon said tha t i t  was 
not su rp ris ing  th a t Southern m ill 
workers, ho ld ing a union card fo r 
the firs t tim e in th e ir lives, should 
be unable to o ffer resistance to the 
se ll-ou t perpetrated by Green, M c­
Mahon and Gorman.

"Paterson, however,”  he con tin ­
ued, "is  the bearer o f the great 
tra d itio n  o f m ilita n t struggle in  the 
industry . Here every m ilita n t un­
ion current has found fu l l  expres­
sion in  its  tim e. Here the I. W. IV. 
had its  stam ping ground in  its  ha l­
cyon days. Here the workers are 
always ready fo r  s tru g g le ; they 
have been through the m ill,  they 
are union men from  head to toe and 
know the meaning o f that. How 
come tha t in such a tow n th is  ro t­
ten ‘settlem ent’ could be perpetra t­
ed by a pint-sized Gorman w ithou t 
a single obstacle being put in  his

(Continued on Page 4)
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R e a d  th e  C r im e  News and  
Forget Y our Troubles

F irs t i t  was the dashing bandit 
D illin g e r, now the sullen Bruno 
Hauptm ann, reputed kidnapper of 
the L indbergh baby, la test bour­
geois con tribu tion  to  a Roman h o li­
day, crow ding off the fro n t pages 
o f the ca p ita lis t press such m inor 
item s as the te x tile  strike , arms 
in q u iry , N R A  steel sell-out, and 
s im ila r s tu ff calculated only to 
d is tu rb  the w ork ing  class.

Accord ing ly , the Hauptmann, 
mess has been served up to the 
pub lic  in  a l l  its  luscious details, 
the bew itch ing A n ita  Luxemberg, 
Mrs. H auptm ann crooning a cradle 
song to  her t in y  baby, Hauptm ann 
as Don Juan, Hauptm ann the mon 
ster, Hauptm ann sna rling  a t his 
captors.

Newspapermen are snatched from 
off th e ir  rou tine  prosaic tasks, and 
converted in to  the dashing sleuths 
we see in  m oving pictures. No ex­
pense is  spared; no t a crank, not 
a drunken panhandler w ith  a 
Hauptm ann story to te ll, ■ but is 
given an eager hearing. A  how ling 
mob dashes through the corridors 
o f the  Bronx County courthouse, 
tram p ling  innocent v ic tim s, m aking 
m ince-meat o f you th fu l assistant 
D .A .’s, pouncing m enacingly upon 
the witnesses. They are reporters 
hu n tin g  in te rv iew s, w ith  anyone, 
about anyth ing, so long as i t  con­
nects w ith  the L indbergh case.

A l l  th is  lunacy, a l l the slobbering 
details, the sob and sex angles, the 
general hysteria , is  ca re fu lly  pre­
pared, w e ll in  advance of its  re­
lease, antic ipated and even manu­
factured.

F irs t,  because i t  sells papers; 
second, because i t  is  p a rt o f a deep­
er purpose.

Sensation Made to Order
F la tly , the cap ita lis t press p rin ts  

news— is forced to— bu t welcomes 
sensation w ith  opener arms ; in  fact, 
w ith  obvious and almost comical

relief. How g ra te fu lly  i t  tu rns to 
the Hauptmanns, and the latest 
American Tragedy ! The crimes of 
S ir B as il Zaharoff are e xc iting  and 
dram atic enough, but P re tty  Boy 
F loyd furnishes less dangerous 
copy.

Who, in sober fact, is the w o rld ’s
To Make the Workers Forget

Never m ind the a lib is : The boys 
only w ant to sell th e ir papers; 
they’d p r in t news but the public 
isn't interested. The in te rest in the 
Hauptmann case is genuine enough, 
but s t i l l  not to a degree to satisfy 
the press. They must m agnify th is  
interest a thousand times, d inning 
the public ear u n t il i t  can hear 
nothing else. S trikers must aban- 
io n  the picket lines to discuss the 
Hauptm ann c lues ; workers must 
forget tha t they are hungry in 
the ir absorption w ith  the job of 
most dangerous crim ina l?  Who is 
your rea l monster, th irs tin g  fo r 
human blood', greedy, insatiable? 
Hauptm ann? Even i f  he is gu ilty  
o f a dozen such crimes, h o rr ify in g  
the world , he is a petty amateur 
in  crim e as compared to any 
church-going, p liila n tro p is t arms 
m anufacturer. Set the newspaper 
hounds t ru ly  on the Du Pont tra il,  
and they w il l  uncover as choice a 
mess as ever the la te lamented 
Graphic or the M irror prin ted. And 
the boys have the ta lent to dram a­
tize the stuff, too. i f  they so desired, 
exam in ing every inch o f wood in 
the Hauptm ann garage.

I t  is  not true  th a t there is on ly 
one thought in  the public m in d ; 
th a t nothing else is discussed in 
the home and public places; tha t 
there is on ly one issue before the 
w orld , th a t the w o rld  has stopped 
and the Depression suspended, 
m erely to see Hauptm an go to  the 
e lectric  cha ir. The newspapers are 
m erely try in g  to give you th a t im ­
pression. —HENRY CAPE.

Y outh Demonstrate Against 
Italian Fascism Friday

A monster un ited fro n t demon­
s tra tion  w ill be the rep ly to the 
New York workers, on October 
12, to the Yankee Stadium  pageant 
in greeting o f 300 Ita lia n  Fascist 
students. A  United Youth Com­
m ittee has been set up including 
the Y.P.S.L., the Student League 
fo r In d u s tr ia l Democracy. the 
Communist Youth Opposition and 
the Spartacus Youth League. Both 
the Young Communist League and 
the N ationa l Student League re ­
fused to pa rtic ip a te  in  th is  a r­
rangement committee on the 
grounds tha t the Lovestoneites and 
T ro tsky ites were in it .  A ll youth 
organizations have been inv ited  by 
the United Youth Committee to 
jo in  the united fro n t.

The Yankee Stadium  pageant fo r 
the 300 Ita lia n  Fascist students is 
part of a systematic campaign of 
M usso lin i’s to popularize Ita lia n  
Fascism in th is  country. The s tu ­
dents are to tou r the im portan t 
c ities and universities of the coun­
try . In  add ition  M usso lin i’s "F a v ­
o rite  Band”  is tou ring  the country. 
A lready they have been “ greeted" 
by demonstrations o f New York 
workers when they appeared at a 
theater in th is  c ity.

A ll an ti-Fasc is t organizations 
must be ra llie d  to protest th is  a r ­
rogant provocation. W herever they 
appear the w ork ing  class organiza­
tions should stage a counter-dem­
onstra tion . A  un ited fro n t o f these 
forces must be consummated. I t  
can become the s ta rting  point of

genuine common action against 
Fascism and a ll form s o f cap ita lis t 
reaction.

Assemble before Y’ankee Stadium 
on Oct. 1 2 th ! Protest the provoca­
tions of M usso lin i! Forge the un­
ited fro n t against Fascism !

Members and sympathizers o f the 
Communist League and the Spar­
tacus Youth League w i l l  meet at 
th e ir  cen tra l headquarters, 144 
second Avenue, on Friday, Oct. 12. 
at 11:00 A.M.

The S ta lin ists, through the Am - 
ereinn League Against W ar and 
Fascism, held a r iv a l conference on 
Thursday fo r  a dem onstration fo r 
the same purpose, on the same day 
and place. H a rd ly  tw en ty-four 
hours intervened between the call 
and the meeting o f the conference.

The Y.P.S.L., the S .L .I.I), and 
the United Youth Committee sent 
observers to the conference, the 
firs t two organizations having been 
invited. Ben Fischer and Joe 
Carter representing the Committee 
and Aaron Levenstein of the Y.P.

, S.L. and H a l D raper o f the S .L .I.I). 
protested the ho ld ing o f a dua l con­
ference. They scored the refusal 
of the Y.C.L. and the N.S.L. to 
jo in  the un ited fron t. The in v ita ­
tion extended to the Youth Section 
of the American League Against 
W ar and Fascism, they stated, had 
not been answered.

A  representative of the American 
League Against W ar and Fascism

(Continued on Pag* 4)

BUILD THE LEAGUE
The S ta lin is ts  disagree w ith  us 

once again. They object to the 
un ifica tion of the Communist 
League and the Am erican W orkers 
P a rt in to  a revo lu tionary pa rty  in 
Am erica. They are issuing advice 
to the membership of both organ­
izations. They even w arn  the 
leaders of the two organizations 
against the fusion on the ground 
tha t i t  w i l l  not do S ta lin ism  any 
good.

They rea lize tha t a new revo lu­
tion a ry  pa rty  w i l l  be able to  cha l­
lenge them on every fron t. W hile  
they fea r the new m ilitancy  o f the 
Socialists, they nevertheless figure 
they can handle them. The pros­
pect o f a new revo lu tionary M a rx ­

is t party , however, throw s them 
in to  a panic.

But we s t i l l  th in k  the new pa rty  
is necessary. Let us not delay th is  
im portan t step. You can help. 
B u ild  the foundation o f the new 
p a rty  by help ing now to bu ild  the 
Communist League. We have is ­
sued one-dola lr and five -do lla r cer­
tificates. Every reader should buy 
one. Send in  your con tribu tion  a t 
once. You w i l l  receive a NEW  
PAR TY C E R T IF IC A T E  by re tu rn  
m ail. E very member of the League 
and every sym pathizer should buy 
one of these certificates. Each 
branch is organizing a special drive 
to re c ru it members and collect the 
new pa rty  fund.

ARMED CLASHES IN SPAIN 
AS CIVIL W A R  BEGINS

Spanish Workers Destiny 
Hinges on Militant Action

The Spanish Revolution began in  
the spring o f 1931 w ith  the over­
th row  o f the monarchy and was 
carried to great heights by the 
mass action of the workers and 
peasants Its  fu r th e r progress was 
checked by the betrayal of the 
Socialist pa rty  leaders, who a t the 
tim e shared power w ith  the Repub­
licans and the sectarian putschism 
of the anarchists. Between them 
they ob jectively prepared the way 
fo r the present r ig h tis t regime.

W ith  the se tting  in  o f reaction 
in  1933, the p o lit ic a l forces o f the 
nation g rav ita ted to both extremes 
The Socialist pa rty , in  an attem pt 
to re c tify  its  past, has pushed its  
more conservative leaders to the 
background and forged ahead under 
a new banner— tha t o f the P ro le­
ta ria n  d icta torsh ip . Im portan t sec­
tions of the anarcho-syndica list 
movement have oriented towards 
[lO iitica l action. On the other ex­
treme the Catholic Popular A g ra r­
ian (F ascis t) P a rty  o f G il Robles 
has come to the fore, anxious to 
fu lf i l l  its  h is to ric  role in  Spain as 
has been done by the Fascist par 
ties o f I ta ly  and Germany.

Pulitical Crisis in Spain
The last few  weeks have w i t ­

nessed the development o f a serious 
po litica l c ris is  in  Spain. The r ig h t- 
centrist government o f Samper is 
on the verge of complete collapse. 
Representing a m in o rity  of the 
Cortes, i t  has been unable to solve 
any of the pressing economic and 
po litica l problems o f the day. T h * 
Fascists are demanding the fo rm a­
tion  o f a "m a jo r ity ”  government 
which means tha t they woud have 
to be included. G il Robles oftenly 
announces th a t th is  would be only 
a tem porary arrangem ent, and tha t 
the tim e when the Fascists w ill 
make a bid fo r  complete power, is 
not fa r  d istant.

Faced w ith  th is  s itua tion , the 
Socia list P arty , c la im ing to speak 
fo r the m a jo rity  of the p ro le ta ria t 
of Spain issued a m anifesto in 
El Soeialista on Sept. 28 in  which 
i t  is predicted tha t the decisive 
showdown w ith  Fascism w il l  take 
place d u rin g  October. T h is  m an i­
festo, reads in  pa rt as fo llow s: 

Socialist Party Manifesto
"N ext month may w e ll be our 

October. The maneuvers o f the re­
actionaries should catch no one in 
the p ro le ta rian  camp off his guard. 
We must be prepared fo r  anything.
. . . The great arm y of workers of 
field and c ity  should from  th is  mo­
ment consider themselves mobilized, 
so tha t at the proper moment, ev­
eryone w i l l  kn o w ' his post and his 
mission and ca rry  fo rw a rd  his task 
w ith o u t any wavering o r doubt.”

Declaring tha t the Socia list P arty  
does not pretend to foresee the 
events of October, the manifesto 
adds, "B u t we do know tha t the 
horizon 1ms not yet cleared. The 
rig h tis ts  w i l l  a ttem pt to get as fa r  
as they can. Days of d ifficu lt t r ia l 
fo r  us are ahead. Our prepara­
tions must not fa il. E very th ing 
must he completely organized, no 
longer must anyth ing be le ft fo r 
the m orrow . We must have every 
de ta il prepared fo r our v ic to ry . 
Thus there w il l  be no risk  o f aw ak­
ening one day to find ourselves un­
der tt Fascist d ic ta to rsh ip .”

A fte r s ta ting  tha t the pa rty  w i l l  
not back out o f the most costly 
sacrifices, El Soeialista goes on to 
say. “ O ur responsib ilities before 
the Spanish p ro le ta ria t are enor­
mous because there does not exist 
in  Spain any other organized force 
w ith  as concrete objectives as the 
S. I*. The now weakened bourgeois 
parties w i l l  have to seek d ifficu lt 
tw is tin g  bypaths i f  they are to 
w in : but, on the other hand, the 
w ork ing  class knows w hat i t  wants 
to achieve, and how to accomplish 
its  ends.”

Aim to Conquer Power
The manifesto goes on to relate 

the efficiency w ith  w h ich the Span­
ish workers even today are collec­
tiv e ly  and successfully w o rk ing  the 
land, mines and enterprises of 
many industries tha t the cap ita l­
ists were forced to abandon because 
of th e ir  in a b ility  to make profits. 
These enterprises are now func­
tion in g  under the d irec tion  o f the 
Socialist Union, which is pointed

to as the model fo r  the fu tu re  
workers’ state. The manifesto con­
tinues :

"W e have our own arm y, already 
prepared fo r m obilization. We have 
ou r in te rna tiona lp  o licy, our plans 
fo r socia lization, our ideas con­
cern ing the reorganization o f in s ti­
tutes and universities, our own 
plans as to the banks. We have 
the masses of those who produce. 
The only th ing  we lack is power 
and therefore we must compter it.
. . . The conquest o f power is not 
and cannot be achieved by a m in ­
o rity  but ra the r by the whole mass 
o f w ork ing  people. . . . I t  is no 
longer possible to progress by de­
m ocratic means beyond the fto int 
reached in the firs t two years of 
the republic. We must now fake 
a much greater leap fo rw ard . I f  
th is  leap is not made, not on ly  w i l l  
Social Democracy be lost, but we 
w il l  fa l l  in to  the abyss o f w hite 
te rro r, repression and ignom iny."

Sabotage of United Front
An un fortuna te  circumstance in 

the present s itua tion  in  Spain, is 
the fa c t th a t the Socialist p a rty  in ­
sists on its  preparations to seize 
power unaided. Even i f  we recog­
nize the hegemony o f the Social­
ists over the m a jo r ity  of the pro le­
ta r ia t, the very im portan t m in o rity  
which m ainta ins its  organizational 
and ideological independent should 
not be le ft out o f account. The 
N ationa l Confederation o f Labor, 
contro lled by the anarcho-syndica l­
ists, has a fo llow ing  o f several 
hundred thousand of the coun try ’s 
in d u s tria l workers, precisely those 
w ith  the most m ilita n t trad itions 
during past years. The Synd ica l­
ist L ibe rta rians  w ith  th e ir  im por­
ta n t trade union fo llow ing  in  the 
Opposition unions, and the three 
communist grouj>s, must a ll be 
tuken in to  consideration in  any ser­
ious attem pt to ca rry  through a 
workers’ revo lu tion.

B u t the leaders o f the Spanish 
Socialist P arty  have consistently 
sabotaged every attem pt to form 
the W orkers A lliance  on a national 
scale. T h is  united fro n t organiza­
tion, from  which the fu tu re  W ork­
ers Councils o f Spain may well 
emerge, is function ing  effic iently in 
a number o f provinces w ith  the 
pa rtic ipa tion  o f organizations of 
d iffe ren t tendencies, but i t  appears 
to be the object of the Socialist 
leaders, to prevent interference as 
much as possible by the various la ­
bor m inorities, o rgan ica lly  a lly in g  
themselves w ith  these lesser groups 
on ly on a local scale in those re­
gions where said groups constitute 
a considerable force.

The Minority Groups
The labor m inorities, represented 

by the Communist L e ft (Bolshevik- 
Len in is ts), Iberian Communist Fed­
eration (M au rin  g roup ). Syndical­
is t L ibe rta rians and the Opposition 
Unions, are exerting  pressure to 
force the Socialist P arty  in to  a N a ­
tiona l W orkers A lliance. The tru ly  
sincere revo lu tiona ry  elements 
w ith in  the Socialist P arty  are a id ­
ing in th is  struggle. To sabotage 
the W orkers A lliance at th is  time, 
is to pave the way fo r defeat. Only 
a un ited fro n t of a ll w ork ing class 
tendencies can defeat fascism and 
clear the way fo r the pro le tarian 
insurrection in Spain. W ith in  the 
fram ew ork o f the W orkers A lliance, 
and in the course of the struggle, 
w il l be tested the theories and pol­
icies of each tendency, thus giving 
the best guarantee fo r a successful 
revo lu tion.

Today, w ith  reaction advancing 
throughout Europe and the world, 
the countries of Western Europe 
are next in order fo r  the decisive 
struggle. A pro le ta rian  v ic to ry  ir. 
e ither Spain o r France would turn 
back the tied of Fascism. Such a 
revo lu tion could not but im m ediate­
ly  overflow the national boundaries, 
becoming in te rna tiona l in  charac­
ter. A ll o f Europe west o f the 
Rhine would present a solid pro le­
ta rian  fro n t against which the bar­
baric regimes of H it le r  and Musso­
lin i could not long stand. On the 
crest- o f the new revolutionary 
wave, a new in te rna tiona l of labor 
and a new, b righ te r perspective 
w i l l  be opened to  the workers of 
the w orld . — R. B.

Workers Conduct 
M ilita n t Struggle 
Against Fascism

The Spanish w ork ing  class has 
answered a th rea t o f fascist ru le 
by the declaration of a revo lu tion­
a ry  general strike.

The po litica l cris is, long devel­
oping, came to a clim ax th is  week 
when the Samper government pre­
sented its  resignation a t the open­
ing session of the Cortes. A  new 
government has been formed under 
the "ra d ica l repub lican" Lerroux, 
representing a coa lition of the 
blackest reactionary elements of 
the country, w ith  the inclusion of 
Fascists (P opu la r A ction ) in  three 
m inistries.

Armed Clashes
E veryth ing  is tied up throughout 

Spain, armed clashes have taken 
place, the country is being placed 
under m a rtia l law . As th is  issue 
of the M il ita n t  goes to press, the 
death to l l  has reached 50. The Na­
tion a l A rm y and the Assault 
Guards are m obilized fo r suppres­
sion o f the strike , which is already 
being carried over in to  insurrec­
tionary action in  several provinces. 
The miners of Asturias are in  open 
revo lt in  a body, and appear to be 
w e ll supplied w ith  rifles, am m uni­
tion and even w ith  machine guns.

W orkers o f every tendency in 
the labor movement are figh ting  
side by side in  the streets against 
the fascist danger now clothed in 
the vestments o f governmental au­
th o rity . I t  is reported tha t the So­
c ia lis t P a rty  has seized one o f the 
country 's largest m un ition  plants. 
W ith  the ir backs to the w a ll and 
the lessons of Germany and Aus­
tr ia  s t i l l  fresh in  th e ir  minds, So­
cia lists, Syndicalists and Commu­
nists of Spain are figh ting  w ith  a 
determ ination tha t cannot but in ­
spire every class conscious worker 
throughout the world.

Socialist Party Appeal
In  its  issue of October 4, E l 

Soeialista, centra l organ of the 
Socialist P arty , says e d ito r ia lly : 
“ AH who, as workers, are in  our 
ranks, must add th e ir strength to 
the common cause. The g ra v ity  o f 
the moment requires absolute sub­
ord ination . V ic to ry  is closely linked 
to d iscip line." However, in  spite 
of the Socialist P a rty ’s assumption 
of the r ig h t to undisputed leader­
ship, its  own c rim in a l negligence 
and conscious sabotage of the 
hu ild iug  o f the N ationa l W orkers’ 
A lliance as a united fro n t move­
ment of a ll organizations and ten­
dencies, as w ell as th e ir refusa l to 
give fu l l  support to p a rtia l s trug ­
gles du ring  recent months, w i l l  be 
the p rinc ipa l source o f weakness 
in the present movement. I t  w i l l  
be necessary to transla te the un ity  
of action of the workers, as ex­
pressed in  the present revo lt, in to  
a w e ll-k n it united fro n t between 
(he d iffe rent organizations and 
tendencies, i f  the class is to realize 
its  opportun ity  and not waste Its 
energies.. As the on ly ex is ting 
united fro n t o f th is  character, the 
prov inc ia l W orkers A lliances must 
s trive  to become the national cen­
te r of the class war.

World Labor Must Aid
M eanwhile i t  w i l l  be the duty 

of a ll workers and a ll w o rk ing  class 
organizations to give th e ir  whole 

I hearted support in  action, to the 
efforts of the Socialist P arty , w h ile  
not fa il in g  at the same tim e to 
point out its po litica l and tac tica l 
errors, in an effort to correct them.

Ex-prem ier Manuel Azana, le ft  
petty bourgeois republican, has 
broken w ith  the national govern­
ment and now m ainta ins him self 
in readiness, according to cu rren t 
rumors in Spain, to head a libe ra l 
regime to be proclaimed in Cata­
lonia . I t  w il l be the task o f the 
W orkers A lliance  of Catalonia at 
th is  ju n c tu re  to raise the Issue o f 
na tiona l autonomy against the 
sem i-fascist centra l au tho rity , at 
the same tim e ty ing  up the s trug ­
gle fo r national emancipation w ith  
the revo lu tionary movement o f the 
workers and peasants of a ll Spain.

In th is  life  and death struggle, 
the fate of Western Europe and, in 
a sense, o f the en tire  world , w i l l  be 
v ita lly  affected. W orkers o f a ll 
countries should organize un ited 
fro n t movements in support and 
defense of the Spanish revolution.
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S T A L IN IS M  ON PARADE
Some Lighter Touches of the
Chicago “A nti-W ar” Congress

Chicago, Oct. 3 — The S ta lin is ts  
runn ing th is  spectacle te ll us tha t 
there are more than 3,300 delegates 
at the 2nd Congress o f the League 
A ga inst W ar and Fascism. C ha ir­
man H a rry  F. W ard adds th is  b it  
* f  data: “We have here a mass 
of representatives in  a personal 
capacity.” T h a t is, a mass of dele­
gates representing themselves. Then 
■why d id  they stop a t 3,300 V There 
are a t least several hundred C hi­
cago members of the I.L .D . quite 
callable o f representing themselves, 
W hy weren’t  they here as dele­
gates? W hy are th ings being done 
■o ha lf-hearted ly?  Isn ’t  th is  a 
serious business? I t ’s a shame.

*  *  *

Chairm an W ard  gives h igh praise 
to the  ed ito r of Fight, the League’s 
offic ia l organ. C redit, he announc 
es, "w e m ust place on the b r i ll ia n t 
•boulders o f Joe Pass.”  We always 
gaew Joe’s head was m uscular, but 
th is  is the firs t tim e we heard th a t 
h is  shoulders were b r ill ia n t. Now 
a l l is  explained.

*  •  *

Some Socialists a ttending th is  
fies ta  have signed a statement in  
favo r of the “ un ited f ro n t” . Some 
body here to ld  me there were f if ty  
o f them. B u t I  see by yesterday 
D aily  W orker (page 1) th a t there 
are 49, and by the same holy w r it  
(page 6) th a t there are 41. Oh
well, w ha t the hell. . . .

*  *  *

In  any case it ’s a grand turnout 
There are Methodists, Republicans 
Victor Berger’s relict, vegetarians 
Quakers, the 57 varieties of Stal 
inist “front” organizations wearing 
different color beards, and Roger 
Baldwin (representing himself, as 
usual). Nevertheless, it  is official 
ly announced, last year’s “principal 
weakness”, the absence of organ- 
feed trade union support, “contin­
ues to constitute the chief weak­
ness” of the Congress and the 
League.

W ell, i f  th a t’s a l l th a t’s wrong. ..

As a m atter of fac t, th is  l i t t le  
deficiency is going to be solved 
r ig h t  sm art. Somebody lias discov­
ered “ a feasible and sim ple”  scheme 
fo r  ge tting  in to  the A. F. of L., not 
to  speak o f "o ther im portan t trade 
union bodies ( t lie  T .C .U .L., m ay­
be?). Here i t  is, as summed up 
by Joe N orth , the D a ily  W orker’s 
Special Correspondent on th is  lo t :

"The League is  p rin tin g  hundreds 
o f thousands— m illions i f  necessary 
— of questionnaires fo r  reference 
to union locals and fo r d is tr ibu tion  
in  the shops. T h is  questionnaire 
asks qu ite  s im ply whether the 
group o r the in d iv id u a l would jo in  
In  a na tiona l protest in  the event 
o f im pending war? O f impending 
Fascism? O f those engaged in  the 
transport of m anufacture of w ar 
m ateria ls  i t  asks w hether they o r 
th e ir union would reg ister disap­
proval o f im pending w a r by re fusa l 
to  continue to w ork .”

Now we know why H itle r  came 
to  power 1 The German C. P- 
om itted th is  questionnaire. True, 
the re  were 5,000,000 C. P. voters, 
and 8,000,000 S. P. voters, and an 
enormous union movement. But 
they had not taken the pledge, so 
when H it le r  grabbed fo r  power, 
they d id  nothing.

Here the S ta lin is ts  ( “ League 
Against W ar and Fascism,”  i f  you 
please) can’t  get in to  the un ions; 
the C. P. and the S. P. have only 
about 50,000 members between 
them. B u t everybody is going to 
take th e  pledge. And take i t  from  
Chairm an H a rry  F. W ard (“ The 
F ig h tin g  N o n -P o litica l Parson” ), 
when you take the pledge, tha t 
means business.

Tw o to one th is  pledge business 
was ju s t tossed off Parson W ard ’s 
own b r i l l ia n t  le f t  shoulder. . . .

*  *  *

Everybody here is te llin g  me tha t 
i t  is "h ig h ly  s ign ifican t”  th a t Louis 
Perrigaud, ed ito r of Le Populalre, 
pffie ial organ of the French S. P- 
(Section of the Second In te rn a tio n ­
al, by the w a y), is p a rtic ip a ting  in  
th is  masquerade. B u t I  can’t  find 
out w hat the devil i t  is sign ificant

(Ed. N o te : We publish below a 
document of h is to rica l im portance 
on the question o f the United Front. 
I t  is the rep ly  of the Young Peoples 
Socia list League o f New Y ork  C ity  
to the demand of the Young Com­
m unist League (S ta lin is ts ) th a t 
the “ T ro tsky ites and Lovestone- 
ites”  be excluded from  the un ited 
fro n t dem onstration against the 
Ita lia n  fascist student m anifesta­
tion scheduled fo r the Yankee Sta­
dium  on October 12. The rep ly  of 
the Y .I’ .S.L. is  being w ide ly  dis­
tr ibu te d  in  mimeographed fo rm  to 
the rank and file  o f the young S ta l­
in is ts  a t Y.C.L. and C.P. meetings. 
Thus the Yipsels have not only 
taken the weapon of the un ited 
fron t out o f the hands o f the S ta l­
in ists bu t are also carry ing  the 
propaganda offensive in to  the ir 
ranks. Inc iden ta lly , the Y ipsels’ 
fla t re jection o f the demand to  ex­
clude the “ counter-revo lu tionary 
renegades”  from  the un ited fro n t 
foreshadows a strong opposition in  
the Socialist p a rty  to such a de­
mand in the event o f a un ited fron t 
between the S. P. and the C. P. We 
do not agree w ith  everyth ing tha t 
is said in the Y.P.S.L. le tte r but 
we publish i t  in  f u l l  below fo r the 
in fo rm ation  o f ou r readers.)

The Y.P.S.L. Letter
September 28, 1934 

New Y ork C ity  Committee 
Young Communist League 
33 East 12th St.
N. Y. C.
Dear Comrades:

The Young People’s Socialist 
League has always looked fo rw ard  
to the tim e when the w o rk ing  class, 
now unhapp ily divided, would 
march fo rw a rd  to the a ttack  on 
cap ita lism  and reaction in  unified 
ranks. R ealiz ing th a t basic d if ­
ferences in  tactics and philosophy 
existed, we have fe lt  th a t a t least 
a un ited fro n t on certa in  questions 
could be carried through. The u n it­
ed fro n t agreements between So­
c ia lis ts  and Communists by various 
sections o f the Labor and Socialist 
In te rna tiona l and ac tu a lly  effected 
in  France and Belg ium  led us to 
the hope th a t s im ila r  e fforts  in  the 
U n ited States between the Y.P.S.L. 
and other w ork ing  class groups 
m igh t also prove f r u it fu l.  We 
therefore inv ited  your organization 
and several others to confer w ith  
us on Thursday, September 26, fo r 
the purpose o f dem onstrating 
against the Ita lia n  fascist student 
m anifestation scheduled fo r  the 
Yankee Stadium  on October 12. We 
are disappointed by your reply.

In  your le tte r o f September 25th 
you state yo u rr easons fo r  refusing 
to enter our proposed united front. 
The summary of your argum ent is 
tha t you would ra the r prevent a 
un ited fro n t than s it  a t a united 
fro n t meeting w ith  T ro tsky ites  and 
Lovestoneites. The Y.P.S.L. dis 
agrees en tire ly  w ith  your a ttitude  
on th is  question.

For a ll ou r differences w ith  
them, we look upon the T ro tsky ite  
and Lovestoneite, as w e ll as the 
S ta liu ite , Communist groups as 
w ork ing class organizations They 
are such in  aim and class o rien ta ­
tion. To exclude the Tro tsky ites 
and Lovestoneites from  th is  dem­
onstra tion would be to raise these

very sectarian ba rrie rs  wh ich stand 
in  the way o f a true  un ited fron t.

The Y.P.S.L. does not im p ly  tha t 
a ll w o rk ing  class organizations, at 
a ll times, a t a l l places, in  a l l c ir ­
cumstances, m ust be included in 
every un ited fro n t. Certa in organ­
izations may be so en tire ly  w ith ou t 
influence as to make i t  unecessary 
to include them. B u t such is not 
the case in  th is  instance. The 
question before us is not whether 
i t  is wise to include an organiza­
tion  because o f the num erica l ad 
vantages i t  may offer to the demon­
stra tion , bu t whether we should 
E X C LU D E  A  W O R K IN G  CLASS 
O R G A N IZA T IO N  BECAUSE OF 
ITS  P O L IT IC A L  A T T IT U D E . A c­
cord ing to your le tte r the Y’ .C.L. 
insists upon the exclusion of (lie 
T ro tsky ites  and Lovestoneites, not 
on tac tica l premises but as a M A T ­
T E R  OF P R IN C IP LE . W e m ain­
ta in  th a t i t  would be noth ing less 
than sectarian oportunism  i f  the 
Y.C.L. were to make a broad united 
friont im possible fo r  the reasons 
you have advanced.

The arguments w h ich  you raise 
to exclude the tw o groups m ight 
ju s t as easily be used to exclude 
us. In  fact, the very language you 
use to  characterize them has been 
and is being addressed by you even 
a t the present tim e to us. You 
m a in ta in  in  your le tte r th a t the 
T ro tsky ites  and the Lovestoneites 
are “ the w orst enemies of the w o rk ­
ing class” . Have you not on many 
occasions said the same o f us? In  
the Y.C.L. B u ild e r of M a rch -A p ril 
1933, in  your offic ia l organ, you 
label us as “ the w orst enemies in 
the ranks of w o rk ing  you th” . We 
are not interested in contesting any 
other organization 's r ig h t to th is  
dubious d is tin c t io n : yet logic im ­
pels us to ask, are we both the 
“ worst enemies?”

You go fu rth e r and m ain ta in  in 
your le tte r th a t i t  is  th e ir sole aim 
and purpose to “ slander the Soviet 
U n ion” . T h is  too has a fa m ilia r  
ring . A re we now to im p ly  from  
th is  th a t the YOung People’s Social 
is t League and the Socialist P arty 
do not "s lander the Soviet Union” ? 
We are gra tified  th a t we have at 
las t convinced you.

You say th a t these “ renegades’ 
are in te n t upon ca rry ing  out “ a 
v io lent struggle against the Com 
munist. P arty . But do you not also 
accuse the In te rn a tion a l Socialist 
movement o f fom enting and sup 
po rting  armed in te rven tion  against 
the Soviet Union, a policy which 
ce rta in ly  would constitute a "v io ­
lent strugg le against the Commu­
n is t P a rty ”  O r do you now im p ly  
th a t you no longer believe th a t we 
Socialists are g u ilty  of th is  crime? 
Again ,we are glad to learn of 
your conversion.

F in a lly , you accuse the T ro tsky ­
ites o f being “ the vanguard o f the 
counter- revo lu tiona ry  bourgeoisie” . 
Th is charge is ha rd ly  worse than 
the one you level a t us frequently, 
namely, th a t we are fascists. Sure­
ly  the quotation from  Sta lin  which 
you c ite  concerning the T ro tsky ites 
is not harsher than his statement 
tha t “ Fascism and Social-Demo­
cracy are not antipodes, they are 
tw ins .”  O r— do you believe tha t
we are not the tw in s  of Fascism?

A ll these charges, r ig h t down to 
the very wording, have been also 
leveled against ns by your move­
ment. In  the Thesis o f the 13th 
P lenum o f the E.C.C.I., under the 
heading, "S ocia l Democracy in 
Support of Im peria lism ” , we are 
charged w ith  g iv ing  "service to in ­
te rna tiona l cap ita l against the U. 
S.S.lt. and o f try in g  to “ ensure tha t 
(lie main blow w il l  be directed at 
the U.S.S.R.”  In  the “ Program  of 
the Communist In te rn a tion a l” , un­
der the heading, "The R evolu tion­
ary C risis and Counter-Revolution­
ary Social Democracy", we are re­
ferred to as “ a iw w e rfu l counter­
revo lu tionary force” . There are 
any number o f such statements 
tha t we could reca ll to you, but 
we assume tha t you are as fa m ilia r  
w itl i your own lite ra tu re  as we. 
However, we cannot re fra in  from 
pointing out the fac t tha t even to ­
day's D a ily  W orker (September 28, 
1934) carries an a rtic le  by Alex 
B itte lm an w ith  the heading: "W hy 
a United F ront w ith  Social Fas­
cists? . . . W orkers are honest but 
deceived by Leaders’ Social Fas­
cism'.”  W hy does tlie  Y.C.L. over­
look these charges against us, but 
raise them as obstacles against 
other groups in the united fron t 
we have proposed?

We raise these questions not fo r 
the purpose of ojaming old sores 
but to determ ine how serious or how 
frivo lous is your objection to the 
united fro n t o ffer we have made. 
You have rejected our proposal— 
tem porarily , we hope —  on the 
ground tha t you cannot tolerate 
the presence of certa in w ork ing 
class youth organizations w ith  
which you disagree. Since you hold 
the same disagreements toward us 
and bring  the same charges against 
our movement, we cannot take 
your objections seriously. I f  the 
Y.C.L. can overlook th e ir  accusa- 
tipns against us, why not against 
those others? Only one explana­
tion  is possible: your complaints 
are not made in  good fa ith .

T h is conclusion is confirmed by 
the fact tha t we have observed the 
Y.C.L. on previous occasions in 
united fron ts tha t did include these 
other groups. You te ll us tha t we 
are p lacing obstacles in the way of 
a successful united fro n t by m ak­
ing t lie  united fro n t broad enough 
to include the various po litica l 
tendencies w ith  which rad ica l 
youth is fa m ilia r  today. To shut 
tlie  door to them would be to a ffirm  
the very sectarianism which we 

, hope by our united fro n t to destroy. 
You ins is t tha t we are p lacing ob 
Stacies in  the way o f un ited action 
by inc lud ing  these organizations 
which you describe as insign ificant. 
I f  they are indeed as you describe 
them, you are adm itting  th a t you 
reject t lie  united fro n t because of 
obstacles th a t are insign ificant, that 
you are w illin g  to le t sm all things 
stand in the way o f un ity .

We lm d fra n k ly  not expected such 
a state of m ind on your part. When 
we sent out our le tte r in v it in g  you 
and these other organizations to 
confer w ith  us in order to  achieve 
this un ited fron t, we ha rd ly  sus­
pected th a t you would in any way 
whatsoever object to the presence 
of t lie  Lovestoneites and the T ro t- 
skvites. You must surely realize

th a t th is  is the F IR S T  T IM E  in 
the h is to ry  of ou r un ited fro n t ne­
gotiations th a t you have ever 
raised th is  “ obstacle” — though ne­
gotia tions have been frequent be­
tween us. You sat w ith  us, fo r 
example, in  a committee fo r  the 
arrangem ent o f a un ited fro n t fo r 
May 30th together w ith  the T ro t­
skyites and Lovestoneites. You did 
not raise th e ir  presence then as an 
"obstacle” , bu t insisted a t tha t 
tim e th a t a ll organizations jo in  un­
der the banner o f the N ational 
Y'outh Day committee to celebrate 
a d is tin c tly  Communist holiday.

You did not th in k  a t th a t tim e 
tha t common action between such 
organizations was impossible. In  
the Am erican Youth Congress, your 
representatives co-operated w ith  
the group w h ich  included T ro tsky ­
ites and Lovestoneites. We could 
not therefore v isualize th a t you 
would raise such objections on this 
occasion. Your decision comes to 
us as a complete surprise.

You im p ly  th a t we should have 
known th a t you would not treat 
w ith  these "renegades”  from  the 
general a ttitud e  o f the Communist 
In te rna tiona l towards them. Surely, 
you do not seriously o ffer th is  ar 
gument. You ca ll them "counter­
revo lu tiona ry”  and you ca ll us 
"coun te r-revo lu tionary ” . I f  we are 
supposed to conclude from  your 
hostile a ttitud e  toward them, tha t 
you cannot s incerely jo in  w ith  them 
in  an ti-Fasc is t struggle, we would 
be forced to conclude, on the same 
premises, th a t you do not rea lly  
want to enter in to  a united fron t 
w ith  us.

As a m a tte r o f fact, a study of 
your own lite ra tu re  w i l l  reveal tha t 
the Y.C.L. does not consider i t  be 
yond its  princip les to enter in to 
united fro n t a c tiv ity  w ith  organiza 
tions o f the clearest an ti-w o rk ing  
class character. The N in th  Plenum 
o f your owu Communist Youth In ­
te rna tiona l ca lls upon you to 
"s trugg le  fo r  the masses o f the 
to ilin g  youth who are in Socialist 
Youth, re fo rm is t, fascist, syndical­
ist, church, m ilita r is t  and other 
organizations, d raw ing  the mem­
bers of these organizations in to  the 
class strugg le on the basis o f the 
un ited fro n t from  below. . . Cer­
ta in ly , i f  your organ ization can find 
i t  in  its  heart to enter a united 
fro n t w ith  fascist youth groups you 
should be able a t least to tolerate 
the presence o f the T ro tsky ites  and 
Lovestoneites. A fte r the many in ­
d iscrim inate, and ra the r prom iscu­
ous, united fron ts  your organization 
has been advis ing and pa rtic ip a ting  
in, like  th a t w ith  F a the r D ivine, 
the re lig ious quack, your present 
s tric tu res  against the “ renegade” 
Communists come as a surprise.

I t  comes not on ly as a surprise 
but ns a disappointm ent. As you 
know, the un ited fro n t has in  the 
past been le ft unrealized because 
of a m utua l suspicion on the part 
o f our organizations as to each 
o ther’s s incerity . Recent events, 
especially in  Europe, seemed to be 
the dawning o f a new era. O f pa r­
ticu la r effect In awakening the hope 
fo r  u n ity  was the pact concluded 
by our comrades and you r com­
rades, together w ith  the  T ro tsky ­
ites of Belg ium . We hastened to 
fo llow  th e ir  example. Much to our

dismay and disappointm ent we were 
in form ed on meeting w ith  your re­
presentative, John L itt le , th a t the 
Belg ium  pact, w h ich  had brought 
together tens o f thousands of ra d i­
cal youth in  th a t country, was a 
serious “ m istake”  w h ich was a l­
ready "repud ia ted" by the Commu­
n is t In te rn a tion a l and the Young 
Communist League o f Belgium .

C erta in ly  you cannot accuse us 
o f ra is ing  the issue o f T rotskyism  
and Lovestoneism ju s t to create ob­
stacles. In  Belgium i t  proved no 
obstacle, u n t il— the Young Commu­
nists, a fte r  the pact had been con­
cluded and signed, decided to break 
the un ite  fron t. O ur crime, i f  any, 
is th a t we w ant a united fro n t 
w h ich  w i l l  not exclude other ra d i­
cal youth organizations BECAUSE 
OF T H E IR  P O L IT IC A L  IDEAS, 
B U T  W IL L  IN C L U D E  A L L  IN 
S P ITE  O F T H E IR  P O L IT IC A L  
D IFFE R E N C E S .

We are certa in tha t you w il l  see 
th a t the reasons you offer against 
com ing in to  th is  broad united fron t 
are en tire ly  specious. The chief 
argum ent, tha t your fo rm er com­
rades are “ counter-revo lu tionary” 
would apply, according to you, w ith  
equal w eight to  us. Yet in  out- 
case i t  is no obstacle a lthough you 
make one in  th e ir  case.

You w il l  also understand tha t i f  
we are to accept your proposal to 
exclude the T ro tsky ites  at present 
we could only do i t  on one g ro u n d : 
namely, th a t we accept your char­
acterization o f the T ro tsky ites and 
Lovestoneites and om it them from  
the jo in t  action w h ich we plan fo r 
October 12th. ,We must, however, 
refuse to  act as you r tools in  the 
sectarian w a r th a t you are waging 
w ith  o ther Communist factions.

I f  your argum ent would be tha t 
these form er comrades o f yours are 
renegades who are a t present ou t­
side the ranks o f the Comintern 
and are therefore especially despic­
able, may we po in t out tha t your 
organization is, by the same token, 
a "renegade”  pa rty  from  the So. 
c ia lis t In ternationa l.

In  the in terests of un ity , how­
ever, we feel i t  possible to forge t 
these p o lit ic a l differences and to 
leave old wounds untouched. I t  is 
ha rd ly  too much to urge you to 
abandon your present illo g ica l and 
inconsistent position. We urge you 
not to make the anim osities and 
riva lr ie s  between working-class o r­
ganizations a "p rinc ip le d ”  question 
which stands in  the way o f united 
fro n t. No m atter w hat differences 
exist between us and the organiza­
tions we have invited , we are con­
vinced th a t they are a l l opposed to 
fascism. On th a t we agree. Why 
should we not a l l un ite  on th is  oc­
casion to demonstrate against the 
Ita lia n  Fascist m anifestation to be 
held on October 12th. We w ant 
u n ity  o f action regardless of our 
momentary disagreements and, 
therefore, have determ ined to fo r ­
get those differences. We sincerely 
hope tha t you w ill,  he able to do 
likw ise , smash the gates of sectar­
ian d iv is ion , jo in  us on the road to 
w ork ing  class un ity .

F ra te rn a lly  yours,
N. Y. City Executive Committee 
Young Peoples Socialist League 

BEN F IS C H E R , 
Executive Secretary

Manifesto of the Workers Party of Canada
(Continued from last issue)

of.
I  started to ask one Stalinist 

eostasist whether it signified that 
the honest rank-and-file editors of 
the official organ of the French S. 
P. were not Social Fascists any 
longer, but he ran away, leaving 
me in the middle of the sentence.

I  guess i t ’s just significant, that’s 
all. Well, that’s something, anyway. 
Most of this parade is just “sound 
and fury, signifying nothing.”

•  *  *

I  wonder whether I  w ill ever get 
the floor or whether this variety 
•bow is only going to have trained 
seal and tight-rope acts? Greetings.

— A L eft Social-Fascist Rank and 
Flic Renegade Dishonest Worker

CLASSES
Announcing the opening of classes 

o f the In te rn a tion a l W orkers 
School on

Monday, October 15, 1934.
R egistra tion  now going on fo r 

classes on ABC of Communism, eco­
nomics, State and R evolution and 
P rincip les and H is to ry  o f the L e ft 
Opposition. A ll students are urged 
to  reg is ter early  a t 144 Second 
▲venue, N Y. C.

At this momentous time, the 
Workers’ Party, based on the needs 
and struggles of the working class, 
guided by the scientific principles 
of Marxism and the strategy of 
Leninism (first four Congresses of 
the Comintern and subsequent de­
velopment of the International Left 
Opposition) organizes for leader­
ship of the class in the struggle to 
realize its historic mission, the 
overthrow of captalism and the es­
tablishment of a Workers’ State. 
Tlie parly of social reformism, the 
C.C.F. definitely constitutionalist, 
parliamentarian and anti-revolu­
tionary, is in reality a third party 
of the bourgeoisie. I t  is founded 
in the same “gradualism”, oppor­
tunism and national reformism, the 
same hostility to mass action which 
governed the European Social De­
mocracy and paved the way for the 
victory of Fascism. But neither is 
the official Communist (Stalinist) 
Party capable of fu lfilling the role 
of a party of working class eman­
cipation. Under the impetus of the 
crisis in response to the clearly fell 
need of the unorganized, the Stal­
inist party has registered success­
es in the virtually uncontested field 
of industrial organization. But 
this party is bound hand and foot 
to the regime of the bankrupt Com­
intern. As a party of bureaucratic 
centrism, wavering bfetween the 
positions of social-democracy and 
communism, zig-zagging between 
spells of cheap opportunism and 
u ltra-left adventurism, i t  shares 
responsibility for the treacherous 
doctrine of “socialism-in-one-coun­
try”, and the criminal policies of 
“the third period”, “social-fas­
cism”, “red trade unions”, spurious 
Amsterdam anti-war congresses, 
Lord Marley methods of “fighting" 
fascism. The Workers’ Party rec­
ognizes that there are valuable 
elements of the rank and file in 
both the C.C.F. and the Stalinist

Parties and w ill bend every effort 
to win them ; the principal reser­
voir of itif recruitment lies, how­
ever, in the still politically and 
industrially unorganized masses.

The United Front
At the same time the Workers’ 

Party is prepared to cooperate with 
all political and industrial organ­
izations of the working class in a 
united front on. a ll specific issues 
of common Interests in the struggle 
against capitalism— reaction, fas­
cism and the w ar danger. The 
failure to set up such a united 
front contributed heavily to the 
tragic capitulation of the German 
proletariat. Our Party decidedly 
rejects the Stalinist theory of “so­
cial-fascism” to the effect that the 
social-democracy and fascism are 
“twins” and that fascism cannot 
be resisted without first destroy­
ing the social-democracy. The 
fact Is that victorious fascism 
smashes the socialists along with  
the communists. The United Front 
is a means of mobilizing the masses 
for struggle, regardless of their 
party differences of principle. We 
reject equally the conception of the 
United Front “from above” (par­
liamentary deals; the Anglo-Rus- 
slan Committee; Stalinist alliance 
with the Kuomintang) and the 
“united front only from below”— 
the refusal to enter into negotia­
tions or conclude practical working 
agreements with the leaderships, 
in addition to the direct appeal to 
the masses. The united front re­
cently set up between the French 
Socialist and Communist Parties 
evidences the further bankruptcy ot 
the Stalinist theory of “social-fas. 
cism”

The Trade Unions
The Workers’ Party fu lly  rec­

ognizes the indispensable role of 
the trade unions as organs of the 
defence of the workers’ living 
standards. Under the circumstanc­
es of th« sharpened international

competition, large-scale production, 
employers’ associations, in te rlo ck ­
ing  directorates, and m ilita ry  in ­
tervention o f t lie  cap ita lis t state in 
strikes, the trade Unions can only 
counter the cap ita lis t offensive fo r  
the reduction o f the value o f labor 
(lower, by resisting a ll form s of 
compulsory a rb itra tio n  and conc il­
ia tion , and adopting instead m eth­
ods of the class struggle, d irect ac­
tion  against t lie  employers and the 
state. T lie trade unions must 
change th e ir  s truc tu re  and the ir 
policies. The antiquated c ra ft o r­
ganization must lie replaced by in ­
du s tria l unionism, one union fo r 
a ll the workers in  one industry. 
T lie  d iv is ion o f the ranks in r iv a l 
trade union centres m ust be re­
placed by t lie  m axim um  trade un­
ion u n ity  in  a single trade union 
centre, and im m ediate ly by jo in t 
action committees o f the workers 
of d iffe rent a ffilia tions, fo r the 
every day struggle against the em­
ployers. To promote the fu rth e r 
u n ity  of the workers against the 
employers, the a c tiv ity  o f the trade 
unions m ust be supplemented by 
the form ation  of fac to ry  o r shop 
committees on a non-partisan 
basis. The processes o f cap ita lis t 
ra tiona liza tion , the continual d is­
placement o f l i / .n g  labo r by ma­
chinery, the grow ing in d u s tr ia l re ­
serve arm y o f the unemployed, the 
increase o f women and youth la ­
bor. demand a policy o f the  closest 
cooperation o f the employed and 
unemployed, and the organization 
o f the unorganized. Such policies 
w i l l  not be adopted w ith o u t an un­
ceasing struggle to  purge the trade 
unions of the class-collaborationist 
bureaucracy and to establish real 
trade union democracy and rank 
and file  contro l. There is no royal 
road1 to the rad ica liza tion  o f the 
masses by the “ short c u t"  o f b u ild ­
ing  pure “ red”  trade unions which 
on ly Isolate the m ilitan ts . W ork 
In the conservative trade un ion* it

essential. The Workers’ Party can­
not be “neutral” to the policies of 
the trade unions. The extent of 
its influence in the trade unions 
w ill be an important measure of its 
progress in winning over the ma­
jority  of the working class. To 
promote the realization of these 
tasks, the Workers’ Party w ill lend 
its efforts to organize the left wing 
and progressive forces in the trade 
unions as a m ilitant minority.

Program of Action
The aim of the Workers’ Party 

of Canada is the nationalization 
without compensation of ibe means 
of wealth production, distribution 
and exchange, (industry, banking, 
natural resources, wholesale trade 
and departmental stores), by the 
dictatorship of the proletariat 
(Workers’ Councils) in economic 
and political solidarity with all 
existing Workers Republics.

Not as a minimum program for 
the reform of capitalism, but for 
the purpose of mobilizing the mass­
es in the struggle for control of 
production and conquest of power, 
the Workers’ Party sets up the 
following Program of Action.

1. Standard of Living.— Struggle 
tor wage increases without regard 
for the profit system— maximum 
six-hour working day —  five-day 
week —  opposition to piece-work 
and other forms of the speed-up- 
equal pay for equal work —  aboli­
tion of child labor.

2. Socal Insurance—Non-contri­
butory unemployment insurance — 
health and accident insurance — 
reduction of old age pension age 
— Mothers’ Allowances for one or 
more dependent children.

3. C ivil Liberties— Abrogation of 
all restrictions on freedom of 
speech, assemblage and press (re­
peal of sedition and censorship 
provisions of Crim inal Code, Na­
turalization and Immigration Acts, 
Customs Act, etc.) —  liberation of 
all class-war prisoners.

4. Trade Union Rights —  Abro­
gation of all restructions on free­
dom of association —  the right to 
picket and to boycott —  prohibition 
of injunctions in industrial dis­
putes —  repeal of legislation for 
compulsory conciliation and arbi­
tration.

5. Taxation of Capital —  Aboli­
tion of a ll forms of direct and in ­
direct taxation and tariffs on a r­
ticles of mass consumption —  tax- 
exemption and cancellation of 
mortgage and other indebtedness 
of small impoverished non-exploit­
ing farmers —  cumulative income, 
corporation and inheritance taxes 
— taxation of ecclesiastical insti­
tutions.

6. Struggle Against Unemploy­
ment —  Maintenance of the unem­
ployed or relief work at fu ll trade 
union rates —  tax-exemption and 
cancellation of debt and mortgage 
indebtedness of unemployed —  no 
evictions

7. The W ar Danger— Imperialist 
war is inherent in capitalism and 
can be abolished only by the over­
throw of the profit-system —  Capi­
talist self-disarmament and bour­
geois pacifism are an illusion to 
dupe the masses —  The League of 
Nations is the instrument of an 
imperialist bloc based) on preserv­
ing the status quo —  The W. P. 
pledges itself to use the situation 
created by the imperialist war to 
mobilize the forces of the workers 
for a revolutionary struggle against 
capitalism —  The W. P. supports 
the armed struggle of the colonial 
people to liberate themselves from 
imperialism.

Join the Workers’ Party!
The road ahead of the Canadian 

working class Is one of great bat­
tles calling for serious sacrifices. 
But there is no other way out. The 
apostles of “continuity” and “grad­
ualism” who ridiculed the Idea of 
revolution, and who taught that 
democracy, public ownership and

Doumergue Prepares the Next Stage

Doumergue is preparing the next 
stage in  the lay ing  o f the road to 
fascism in  France. Just as H it le r  
worked under the form s o f lega lity  
u n t il these could, be cast aside as 
of no fu rth e r use, so Doumergue 
proposes in  t lie  present s itua tion  
to cloak his designs under the Con­
s titu tio n . To achieve his rea l aim  
of destroying the pa rliam en ta ry  
system and bourgeois democracy, he 
intends f irs t  to weaken and d is­
c red it th is  system suffic iently from  
w ith in  so th a t the forces o f fas­
cism th a t are meantime arm ing and. 
d r i ll in g  w ith  t lie  d irec t connivance 
o f the arm y generals, w i l l  have 
the ir la te r tasks fa c ilita te d  and 
the ir road made smoother. As the 
new sessions of pa rliam ent begin, 
Doumergue is a ttem pting  to force 
through certa in  “ re form s”  o f the 
C onstitu tion wh ich would give 
greater power to  the President (a 
figurehead under the contro l o f the 
reactionaries) and to  h im self as 
P rem ier. E n tire  con tro l of the 
budget is to be taken over by the 
cabinet. The r ig h t to dissolve the 
bouse o f deputies is to be given to 
the prem ier, who would n a tu ra lly  
become the sole au th o rity  In the 
period in te rven ing between disso­
lu tio n  and the fo llow ing  elections— 
i f  any. A lthough the pa rliam enta ry 
struggle against these fasc is t re­
form s w il l  be an ind ica tion  o f po­
li t ic a l forces and where they stand, 
yet the question has become one 
tha t can no longer be solved in  th is  
arena. Events in France are head­
in g  a t tremendous speed towards 
an armed struggle between the 
w o rk ing  class and the fascists.

Palestine and the British Empire
Palestine is becoming increasing­

ly im portan t to the B r it is h  Em pire 
as a m ilita ry  outpost fo r  the con­
tro l o f B r it is h  communications 
w ith  the Eastern and Near Eastern 
Em pire. “ A ugur” , jo u rn a lis t fo r 
B r it is h  im peria lism , revealed w ith  
t lie  utmost c la r ity  recently, the ro le 
to be assigned to the Jews in P a l­
estine in th is  connection. The Jews 
have an “ unprecedented opportun i­
ty "  to  make themselves “ im por­
ta n t”  to Eng lish im p e ria lism ; they 
have th e ir  chance to make good 
th e ir position in  th is  Em pire. K in g  
Fuad of Egypt has gone over fin a lly  
to tlie  a n ti-B r it is h  W afd P a rty  of 
E gyp tian nationalsts, says Augur. 
Egypt thus becomes an uncerta in 
q u an tity  in case o f war. Egypt can 
no longer be re lied upon fo r  con­
tro ll in g  coinmuncations th rough the 
Suez Canal. Palestine assumes 
more and more the role of m ilita ry  
outpost and trade  d is tr ib u tio n  cen­
ter. Even more im p o rta n t: the 
route to Ind ia  lias been shortened 
by the a ir lin e  across the A rab ian 
Desert as w e ll as by the ra ilroad  
b u ilt across the G ulf. Palestine 
thus becomes a center fo r  the B r i t ­
ish a ir  forces. F o r safety and p ro­
tection, however, G reat B r ita in  
needs a fr ie n d ly  population in  con­
tro l o f Palestine. The Arabs are 
too much entangled w ith  the neigu- 
boring countries and are n a tu ra lly  
hostile to the country tha t enslaves 
them. Hence the stra teg ic value 
of the Jews. " I t  is fo r  the Jews to 
see th a t by the w e ight o f th e ir  na­
tiona l un ity , and by th e ir  enter­
prise and industry , i.hey remain in 
an increasing degree the dom inat­
ing fac to r in  the physical and eco­
nomic consolidation o f the B r it is h  
mandate in Palestine.”  B r ita in  
needs Jewish support. I t  is the 
business ot the Jew ish “ leaders”  
tc " id e n tify  themselves w ilu  he 
Em pire and to oblige a ll *hose 
whom th is  may concern u  accept 
the obvious fac t.”

The Jews m ust by a ll means re ­
ject th is  reactionary role. There 
is on ly one course fo r them : to 
th row  in th e ir  lo t w ith  the op­
pressed, to  act at once, w ith ou t de­
lay, to un ite  forces w ith  the w o rk ­
ers and poor peasants of A rab ia  
and the Near East fo r the purpose 
o f overth row ing both B r it is h  im - 
Iie ria lism  and the native explo iters, 
inc lud ing  th e ir own treacherous 
Jewish bourgeoisie.

—JA C K  W EBER.

trade unionism, were curbing cap­
italism, that crises were growing 
fewer, that war was unprofitable, 
have been proved false at every 
turn. Their reformism has helped 
brew the catastrophe of world war, 
of more devastating economic 
crises, of fascism. The capitalist 
class refuses to be dispossessed by 
the form ality of the ballot— it  re­
sorts to force. The workers can­
not afford to be lulled by consti­
tutional illusions. The worker's 
have nothing to lose but their 
chains. They have a world to gain. 
Communism is the road to freedom 
in the true sense, freedom from  
blind dependence on the forces! of 
nature and the market, freedom 
which is the conscious and willed 
direction of human destiny. The 
Workers’ Party declares that the 
only way to end the misery of 
capitalist peace and the butchery 
of imperialist w ar is by the Revolu­
tion In Permanence. Workers of 
the World, Unite!

— Provisional National Committee 
Workers’ P arty  of Canada
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A  Reformed 2nd or a 4th International?
H A R V A R D  S TU D E N T, Cambridge—

Q uestion: W hat is the basis upon w h ich  an appeal 
can be made to the petty-bourgeoisie w ith o u t the 
m aking o f concessions?

A nsw er: A  revo lu tionary p a rty  would be ty ing  i t ­
self hand and foo t i f  i t  approached problems th is  
way. “ There are compromises and compromises.”  
The question of whether o r not “ concessions”  are 
to be made depends upon the re la tionsh ip  of forces, 
and th is  may p a rtic u la r ly  apply where the  pe tty  
bourgeoisie is  concerned. There may be no other 
road. A n example o f such a “ concession”  was the 
d iv is ion  o f laud among the peasantry by the Bolshe 
vlks. In  his “ H is to ry  o f the Russian R evolu tion” , 
T ro tsky  comments on th is  as fo llo w s : “ The equal 
d is tr ib u tio n  o f the land—objected Rosa Luxem bourg 
. . . has no th ing in  common w ith  socialism. The 
Bolsheviks, i i  goes w ith ou t saying, had no illus ions  
upon th is  po in t. . . .

“ I t  would be possible to speak of socia list perspec­
tives ou lv a fte r the establishm ent and successful 
preservation o f the p ro le ta rian  power. And th is  
power could preserve its e lf  on ly by g iv ing  deter 
mined co-operation to the peasant in  ca rry ing  out 
his revo lution, i f  the d is tr ib u tio n  o f the land would 
strengthen the socia list government p o lit ic a lly , i t  
was then w ho lly  ju s tified  as an im m ediate measure. 
The peasant had to be taken as the revo lu tion found 
him. . . .”

T o  re tu rn  to the rest o f your question. In  appeal­
in g  to the m idd le  class the p ro le ta ria t has tw o levers 
1. I t  m ust constitu te  its e lf as a force capable o f in ­
sp ir ing  confidence in  its  a b ility  to  realize its  program . 
T h is  is the long lever and i t  is precisely because of 
its  fa ilu re  to do th is  th a t the German p ro le ta ria t 
lo s t the m iddle class o f th a t country  to H it le r .  2. 
The support of certa in  sections o f the m iddle class 
may be m obilized on the basis of im m ediate demands. 
Th is is  the short lever fo r wh ich no general fo rm u la  
can, a  p r io r i,  be w ritten .

The la tte r  condition flows from  the heterogeneity 
o f the class itse lf, w h ich  contains w ith in  i t  a l l k inds 
o f farm ers, shopkeepers, professional people, business 
agents, etc., w ith  roots extending in to  finance-capita l 
above and the p ro le ta ria t below. C erta in  reactionary- 
s tra ta  w i l l  have to be fought, some can be ne u tra l­
ized, and others won over.

F o r th a t section, who are, o r are rap id ly  becoming, 
declassed, the slogan o f "socia l insurance”  applies. 
F o r certa in  sections of the m iddle class no im m ediate 
demand can have any value and even am elio ration of 
th e ir  lo t  can be found on ly th rough the p ro le ta rian  
revo lu tion. To the farm ers, the most im p o rtan t sec­
tion  o f the class, slogans around the question of 
evictions from  fa rm s and around the m atte r o f m o rt­
gages and taxes, would, no doubt, find a response. 
These demands must, o f course, be properly connected 
up w ith  the struggles o f the workers and w ith  the 
general propaganda and ag ita tio n  fo r  a fina l revo lu­
tion a ry  solution.

I t  is  necessary to emphasize here th a t we are 
tread ing on h is to r ic a lly  unexplored, o r l i t t le  known, 
te rr ito ry . O nly a revo lu tiona ry  p a rty  testing its  
slogans in  the actua l events, can find the correct road 
to  w inn ing  the m iddle class. The p rim a ry  task, 
therefore, is  to bu ild  such a party .

•  *  *

JA M E S  S H , New Y ork
Q uestion: Can you give me quotations from  M arx, 

Lenin, and T ro tsky  where the “ law  of uneven devel­
opment”  is  dealt w ith?

A nsw er: Your ed ito r knows o f no w ork  o f M arx  
in  w h ich the expression, “ law  of uneven develop­
m ent”  is  used as such, bu t his economic and po litica l 
w ritin g s  are permeated w ith  the conception. H is  
rem ark th a t the advanced nations hold up to the 
backward ones the m irro r o f th e ir  fu tu re  is an ex­
pression o f his concept th a t the evolution o f society 
proceeds unevenly in  d iffe ren t countries.

H ere  are tw o  quotations from  L e n in : “ Uneven 
economic and p o litica l development is  an uncondi­
tio n a l law  o f cap ita lism .”  (Quoted by T ro tsky  from  
Len in ’s collected works, “ The D ra ft  Program  of the 
C. I . ” , p. 29).

“ . . . there cannot be, under capita lism , an E Q U A L 
development o f d iffe ren t undertakings, trusts, 
branches of industries or countries.”  ( “ Im peria lism ” , 
Vanguard Press ed ition, p. 99, emphasis in  o rig in a l.)

Here is one by T ro ts k y : “ . . . the whole h is to ry  o f 
m ankind is governed by the law  o f uneven develop­
ment.”  ( “ The D ra ft  P rogram  o f the C .I.” , p. 21.)

Q uestion: W here does S ta lin  say th a t the -‘law  of 
uneven development was unknown to  M arx and 
Engels

A nsw er: In  the “ D ra ft  Program o f the C .I.”  (p. 
20) T ro tsky  states as fo llo w s : “ On September 15, 
1925, S ta lin  w ro te th a t T ro tsky has no reason to 
re fe r to  E ngels.w ho w rote at. a tim e ‘when T H E R E  
CO ULD B E  NO Q UESTIO N o f the law  o f uneven 
development o f ca p ita lis t countries.’ ”  (Emphasis in  
“ D ra ft  Program .” )

S ta lin 's  absurd statement was made in  a speech at 
the Plenum o f the E.C.C.I. w h ich  preceded the expu l­
sion o f the L e tt Opposition. I t  was published in  
Eng lish in  the Inprecor. We w i l l  d ig  up the exact 
quotation.

Q uestion: W ho f irs t re ferred to the “ law  of uneven 
development”  as such?

A nsw er: As fa r  as th is  ed ito r knows Lenin was 
the f irs t to describe the phenomenon in  these words.

Q uestion: Can you give a de fin ition of “ the law  o f 
uneven development” ?

A nsw er: The de fin ition  is contained in  the very 
words themselves. The fo llow ing , using as il lu s tra ­
tion  on ly a few o f the advanced countries, may help 
you to  understand w hat is meant > Germany came to 
cap ita lism  la te r than England or France. Then i t  
outstripped the la tte r  in  its  economic development 
and was passing the fo rm er when the w o rld  w ar 
broke. France came to cap ita lism  la te r than Eng­
land and continues to th is  day to lag behind her in  
economic development. The U nited States lagged 
behind England in  economic development on ly to la te r 
o u ts tr ip  the w orld . Russia, one o f the la s t o f the 
countries to  be seized by cap ita lism , remained be­
h ind most o f the advanced countries up to the tim e 
o f the revo lu tion. Nevertheless i t  produced the most 
p o lit ic a lly  developed p ro le ta ria t who were able to 
seize power. The p ro le ta ria t o f the most advanced 
country, the U n ited States, is yet in an early  stage of 
its  p o litica l development. A  d isproportion between 
the po litica l development in  other countries is also 
to be observed. The s ta rtin g  po in t of cap ita lism  fo r 
the various countries is uneven, the rate o f economic 
development is uneven, the p o lit ic a l development is 
uneven.

P.S. The rest o f you r questions w i l l  be dealt w ith  
in  a subsequent issue.

(N ote : The fo llow ing  c ritiq u e  o f 
the new in te rna tiona l declaration 
o f the Socia list le ft  w ing  appears 
in  the la test issue o f V erite , organ 
o f the B o lshev ik-Len in is t group of 
the French Socialist pa rty  (S .F .l.O .) 
T h is  is the firs t number o f V erite  
to appear since the members of the 
torm er Communist League of 
France Joined the French Socialist 
pa rty  as a step in  the bu ild ing  of 
a new revo lu tionary movement in  
France. The decla ra tion  under 
c ritic ism  is signed by Spaak (B e l­
g ium ), Zyrom ski (F ra n ce ), A lte r 
(P o land), I ’ iv e rt (F rance ) and 
D avid F e lix  o f Local Philadelph ia 
of the Am erican S. P . ; F e lix  was 
one of the Am erican delegates to 
the 1933 session o f the 2nd In te r­
na tiona l and a member o f the Rev­
o lu tiona ry  Policy Committee which 
made such a poor showing a t the 
1934 D e tro it Convention o f the S.P. 
Since the D e tro it Convention he 
has re jo ined the "M ilita n ts ”  group 
- T r . )

*  *  *

The bankruptcy o f the German 
Social Democracy and o f the S ta l­
in is t P arty , reenforced by the 
crush ing o f Austro -M arx ism , not 
only encouraged the development of 
centrist movements ap a rt fro m  the 
two in te rna tiona ls , bu t also lies a t 
the bottom o f strong cen tris t cu r­
rents w ith in  the 2nd In te rn a tion a l 
(France, Belgium , Spain, A us tria , 
U.S.A., e tc .).

The declaration o f the in te rna ­
tion a l left, w ing  published in  the 
lia ta il le  Socioliste of Ju ly-A ugust 
1934, is the firs t e ffo rt since the 
memorandum o f the 1933 in te rna ­
tion a l conference tow ard concerted 
action of the le ft centrists evolving 
inside the 2nd In te rn a tion a l.

T ak ing  th is  declaration along 
w ith  the con flic t respecting the 
united fro n t, w h ich recently broke 
out at the session of the executive 
o f the Socia list Youth In te rn a tion ­
al, one may record the f irs t ind ica ­
tions of a sharp cris is  in  the L.S .I. 
The successive collapses of a l l  as­
pects o f reform ism  (pa rliam en ta ry , 
trade union, m un ic ipa l), and the 
ISO degree tu rn  executed by Mos­
cow, have th e ir inevitab le  conse­
quences on the in te rna tiona l scene. 
I t  is qu ite  c lear th a t the  cris is, 
marked by successive regroupings 
which are developing in  France, 
has and w i l l  have s t i l l  more pro­
found repercussions on an in te rna ­
tiona l scale. In  Belgium , Spain 
and the U. S., the conflic ts between 
the cen tris t tendencies and the m a­
jo r ity  groups o f self-confessed re ­
form ists  w i l l  sharpen rap id ly  from  
now on. The recent decision of 
the General Council of the Belgian 
Labor P a rty  (S. P .)— w h ich  de­
clares as irreconcilab le  membership 
in  the P a rty  and collabora tion in 
the A ction  S oc ia lis t* (a le ft  cen tris t 
periodica l— T r .) ,  gives h igh s ig n i­
ficance to  the Belgian crisis.

The L e ft Socia lis t D eclara tion 
The declaration o f the in te rna ­

tiona l le f t  w ing m ust be studied as 
a pa rt o f th is  struggle. U n like  a ll 
the r ig h t w ing  statements, whether 
open or concealed, i t  poses sharply 
the cu rre n t d ilem m a: fascist d ic ­
ta to rsh ip  or d ic ta to rsh ip  o f the 
p ro le ta ria t. The few lines on Fas­
cism ind ica te  considerable progress 
in  the p o lit ic a l analysis made by 
the le ft w ing. I t  f in a lly  abandons 
the shop-worn argum ent constantly 
resorted to by oportunists, th a t “ i t  
is enough to have some big  meet­
ings, to have great masses in  order 
to  conquer power,”  an argum ent of 
pa rliam enta ry  traders gone mad 
under the pressure o f the masses. 
T h is  is rejected by means o f a clear 
declaration tha t, on the  one hand, 
Fascism has never conquered pow­
er bu t tha t the bourgeoisie have al-

A  Discussion of the International 
Left Socialist Declaration

ua.vs handed i t  over, and that, on 
the other hand, force is essential. 
I t  is indispensable th a t the com­
rades o f tue le ft w ing become more 
precise on th is  po in t, and express 
themselves concretely on the ques­
tion of the soviets, the absolutely 
essential question of th is  period.

B u t the declaration seems to be 
dangerously ak in  to r ig h t w ing  op­
po rtun is t po licy on a whole series 
o f points. I t  does not say a word 
on the sub ject o f na tiona l defense. 
I t  is  impossible a t the present mo­
ment to bu ild  a revo lu tiona ry  move­
ment w ith o u t c lea rly  condemning 
na tiona l defense and thereby the 
Second In te rn a tio n a l as the typ ica l 
exponent o f th is  treasonable policy.

On th is  second point, too, the de­
c la ra tion  seems to  be tied to tha t 
o f the r ig h t w ingers. I t  ca lls  fo r 
a re form  of the In te rn a tion a l, and 
assumes co llabora tion w ith  the re- 
io rm is t r ig h t. Here is the knot 
which s t i l l  closely binds th is  le ft 
movement, not on ly to such lack­
eys of the K in g  and the bourgeoisie 
as Vandervelde, bu t through them

to the bourgeoisie itse lf. The le ft 
w ing m ust sharp ly  cu t its e lf off 
from  such policies under pain of 
being irre tr ie va b ly  dragged along 
in to  bankruptcy w ith  the opportun­
ists of every shade.
B ankrup tcy o f Second In te rna tiona l 

I t  is necessary to procla im  the 
complete bankruptcy o f the 2nd In ­
te rna tiona l, which occurred in  1914

i forces of la b o r; on the con tra ry, i t  
is to w ork fo r  an in te rna tiona l re­
organization on the revo lu tionary 
path. In  order to  bu ild  a united 
fro n t in  France, to make progress 
towards the le ft, i t  was necessary 
to expel the Deats and Renaudels: 
s im ila rly , on an in te rna tiona l scale, 
in  o rder to create a genuine revo lu­
tionary  curren t, i t  is necessary to 
break w ith  a l l movements linked 
to the po licy o f Vandervelde and 
Co.

The in te rna tiona l le ft  w ing is 
today confronted by a concrete

The crushing of the revo lutions o f Pr °blem  w h ich i t  can not ignore in
A u s tria  and Germany, im m ediate ly 
a fte r the war, alone gave to Van- 
dervelde’s In te rn a tion a l a chance 
to  survive, no longer as a revo lu­
tiona ry  pa rty  bu t as a conservative 
movement o f labor. When the 
bourgeoisie went over to the offen­
sive, however, the Weis and Leip- 
a rts  abandoned treacherously every 
position which had been won in  the 
p a s t; on an in te rna tiona l scale 
they went from  defeat to defeat, 
from  d isaster to disaster. Under 
the pressure o f these events, an in ­
te rna tiona l le ft  w ing  has appeared, 
i t  should be consistent in  its  ac­
tions. To d rive  out the lackeys of 
the bourgeoisie is not to d iv ide  the

Bolshevik-Leninists in the French S.P.
The ex trao rd ina ry  in te rna tiona l 

im portance of the step taken by 
our French comrades in  th e ir  de­
cision to jo in  the Socialist pa rty  
of France demands the closest a t­
tention of a ll the In te rn a tion a l 
Communists. To fa c il ita te  acquain­
tance w ith  the progress and the 
methods of w ork  employed by the 
B olshevik-Lenin ists under the dras­
tic a lly  changed conditions imposed 
by the march o f events, we p rin t 
below a review o f the la test issue 
o f L a  V erite , the cen tra l organ of 
our French comrades:

La  V e rite  No. 220 is a special 
issue dedicated to the new tasks of 
the French Bolshevik-Lenin ists. 
Appearing under the old masthead, 
w ith  the Soviet emblem, i t  bears 
the new legend: "O rgan o f the Bol­
shev ik-Len in is t G roup in  the S.F. 
I.O. (French Section of the Labor 
a n d  Socia list In te rn a tio n a l)” . 
Alongside the masthead appears the 
fo llow ing  s logan :

"T a rd ieu  is appealing to the 
"m ora l forces”  . . .

" I t  is  h igh tim e to fo rm  the 
People’s M il it ia . ”

The fro n t page is devoted to  the 
Declaration and the account of the 
T h ird  Conference of the Ligue 
(bo th  reprin ted in  the last issue of 
the M il ita n t)  and to a s t ir r in g  ed i­
to r ia l e n tit le d : "S ubstitu te  the 
G E N E R A L S T R IK E  FOR T H E  
O VERTHRO W  O F DOUM ERGUE 
fo r the ba llo t-box un ited fro n t be­
tween the C. P. and the S. P . ; 
A n ti-F asc is t M il it ia — the Need of 
the H our.”  On page 1 also a meet­
ing o f the P aris ian  D is tr ic t o f the 
Bolshevik-Lenin is ts  is announced 
fo r September 17, and there is a 
le tte r from  a group of soldiers 
ha ilin g  the un ited fro n t, protesting 
against the S ta lin is t w ith d ra w a l 
from  the un ited fro n t in  Belgium  
and against L ’H um an ite ’s attack 
against comrade T ro tsky  and the 
Bolshevik-Lenin ists.

On page 2, under the ru b ric  “ The 
In te rn a tion a l Movement” , we find 
an a rtic le  which polemicizes sharp­
ly  against Spaak, Zyrom ski, A lte r, 
P iverts and other L e ft w ingers fo r  
th e ir  advocacy o f the re form  o f the 
Second In te rna tiona l. The a rtic le  
a ttacks the la test declaration of 
the Le fts  in  L a  R a ta ille  S ocia lis t*

fo r iis  opportun ist fa ilu re  to take 
a position on the question o f na­
tio n a l defense, i t  takes them to 
task on the po in t o f th e ir  co llabor­
ation w ith  the R ig h t w ing  and th e ir 
tendency to cap itu la te  to the de­
mand of the Belg ian re form ists  fo r  
the d isso lu tion of the L e ft w ing 
Action Soeialiste. The polemic is 
concluded w ith  a call upon a ll gen­
uine L e ft w ingers to  jo in  w ith  the 
Bolshevik-Lenin ists in  the prepar­
ation o f the F ou rth  In te rna tiona l. 
Under the same ru b r ic  there are 
news accounts and comments on 
labor struggles in  N o rth  A frica , the 
Saar, U.S.A., Spain, B u lga ria , etc.

A n e d ito r ia l on the adherence of 
the U.S.S.R. to the League of Na­
tions, d raw ing  the conclusions from  
ten years of S ta lin is t fo re ign policy 
and casting h is to rica l lig h t on the 
N a tiona l Socia list degeneration of 
the <J. 1. sections, s ta rts  off the 
th ird  page. In  rep ly  to the boosters 
o f "o rgan ic  u n ity ”  as a panacea, 
we find tin th a t page the famous 
Liebknecht a rtic le  “ A ga inst the 
U n ity  o f F ire  and W ater— fo r  R E V ­
O LU T IO N A R Y  U N IT Y ” . A  pro­
found analysis o f the problem  of 
u n ity  in  the trade union movement 
appears on page 4. I t  occupies i t ­
se lf ch ie fly  w ith  the question o f pre­
parations fo r the general s trike  in 
connection w ith  th is  question. 
Trade union correspondence f ills  
the rest of the page.

Letters from  m ilita n ts  and a 
penetra ting account of fasc is t ac­
tiv it ie s  headed “ M ore than Ever— 
We Need the People’s M il it ia ” , are 
featured on page five. The last 
page contains a program m atic 
statement by the Centra l Com m it­
tee on the d ia lec tic  transform ation 
o f the French socialist and com­
m unist parties. A  trans la tion  of 
th is  im portan t document w i l l  ap­
pear in  the forthcom ing issue of 
the New In te rna tiona l.

A ll in  a ll, one gets the im pres­
sion from  a perusal o f the con­
tents, of the extreme tenseness of 
the s itua tion  p reva iling  in the 
country and o f the earnest deter­
m ination of our French comrades 
to fuse the great cap ita l o f Len in­
is t Bolshevism w ith  the s t ir r in g  
mass of French workers.

any way. The decision o f the Gen­
era l Council of the Belgian P arty 
is a d irec t blow  a t the A ction  So- 
cia lis te . Here the dilemma is  posed: 
e ither the abo lition  of the Action  
o r its  expulsion. A re its  in te rna ­
tiona l representatives, who are a l­
lied w ith  Spaak (B e lg ian signer of 
the D eclara tion and ed ito r of the 
Action , who is threatened by Van­
dervelde w ith  expulsion— T r .) ,  go­
ing to give the r ig h t w ingers an 
open road? T h is is not s im p ly “ a 
Belgian problem” ; i t  is a question 
w h ich faces a ll the w ork ing  masses 
evolving tow ard the le ft.

I t  is  essential to  le t loose in the 
French p a rty  and in  a l l the other 
national sections a fo rce fu l cam­
paign against the re fo rm is t and re­
actionary leadership of the Belgian 
party , and in  support of the le ft 
w ing  current. I f  the representa­
tives o f the le ft w ing keep silent, i t  
w i l l  mean th a t a l l th e ir declara­
tions are mere words and phrases. 
I t  is necessary to jo in  battle, and 
in  th is  ba ttle  to raise a ll the p o li­
tica l problems and to cu t off in te r­
na tiona lly  by a break, a l l those 
currents supporting the “ dem ocrat­
ic ", re form ist and p a trio tic  policy.

I f  the 2nd In ternationa l, charged 
w ith  treason, is ead, the 3rd In te r ­
na tiona l has lost the confidence of 
the masses by its  po licy of liqu ida ­
tion, w ritte n  in a series o f defeats 
runn ing from  Germany in  1923, 
passing through the Anglo-Russian 
Committee and the smashing o f the 
Chinese Revolution, and coming 
down to 1933 Since the decisive 
defeat of 1933, the in te rna l regime 
o f bureaucratic suppression has 
on ly grown, s tiflin g  every serious 
discussion o f the p o lit ic a l line  and 
fo rb idd ing  thereby any possible 
correction. An In te rna tiona l, which, 
a fte r the German catastrophe, has 
not known how to grasp any of 
the facts, w h ich  has pure ly  and 
sim ply covered up its  past po licy  in 
a bureaucratic fashion, is a dead 
In te rna tiona l.

In  the da ily  struggle the ques­
tion  of the F ourth  In te rn a tion a l is 
posed more than ever before. Th is 
is not, as comrades o f the center 
and le ft  w ing  may th ink , s im p ly a 
l i t t le  gronplet o f "T ro tsky ites ”  iso­
lated from  the masses. I t  is the 
organic expression, the revo lu tion ­
a ry  regrouping on an in te rna tiona l 
scale. The F ourth  In te rna tiona l 
w i l l  bu ild  its e lf  by the movement 
of the cen tris t masses to a revo lu­
tiona ry  position through th e ir  da ily  
struggles. I t  is  up to you, le ft 
Socialist workers, who have a l­
ready fought fo r  a revo lu tionary 
po licy o f expelling the neo-Social- 
ists (Deat, M arquet, Renaudel — 
T r .) ,  who have made the united 
fron t, to  bu ild  the F ourth  In te rn a ­
tion a l by figh ting  side by side w ith  
us fo r a break w ith  a l l defenders 
o f "the  F a therland” , fo r  the prepar­
ation o f an insurrectiona ry  s trug ­
gle against the bourgeoisie. I t  is 
in  th is  s trugg le tha t the New In ­
te rna tiona l, the only instrum ent 
capable o f smashing the bourgeoi­
sie and Fascism, w i l l  bu ild  itse lf.

— ROUS.
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The History o f the F risco General Strike
■ B y  J IM  OSBORN and D IC K  K T T L IN G E R  -

(Continued fro m  las t week)
A  sho rt tim e previous to  the ap­

po intm ent o f the strategy com m it­
tee o f the Labor Council, the jo in t 
s tr ik e  committee o f the M arine 
W orkers w h ich  had been set up 
fo llo w in g  the re jec tion  of the June 
16 agreement had made plans fo r 
the ca llin g  of a mass m eeting of 
trade unionists. A  c irc u la r le tte r 
was sent ou t to a l l loca l unions 
requesting them to  send delegates 
to a meeting to be held on J u ly  7. 
I t  was the in te n tio n  o f the s trike  
committee to have delegates select­
ed from  th is  m eeting to  act as a 
general s tr ike  committee fo r the 
ca lling  o f the general s trike . B ut 
since on the previous day the L a ­
bor Council had appointed the 
stra tegy committee they decided it  
w ou ld  be be tte r to  leave the s itua ­
t io n  in  th e ir  hands. I f  a general 
s tr ike  com m ittee had been formed 
a t th is  m eeting there would have 
been grave danger o f a s p lit in  the 
labor movement as most o f the un­
ions a t th a t tim e  had not as yet 
acted on the question o f the gener­
a l s trike . Tw enty-five  unions, 
however, reported a t th is  meeting 
th a t they had taken favo rab le  ac­
tion  on the s tr ike  bu t were aw a it­
ing the action o f the stra tegy com­
m ittee before go ing out.

The s tra tegy  committee made no 
recommendation to the unions be­
tween J u ly  0 and J u ly  13. On Ju ly 
13 the com m ittee a t a m eeting o f 
the Labor Council stated th a t they, 
the  strategy committee, had no 
pewer to  s a il the general s trike

bu t th a t five delegates from  each 
union should meet the next day, 
J u ly  14 and ac t on the general 
s trike . B y  th is  move the bureau­
cra ts succeeded in  m a in ta in ing  con­
tro l,  fo r  due to the shortness of 
tim e, the delegates fro m  the local 
unions, w h ich  m et the next day in 
most instances consisted of the bus­
iness agents and other officials of 
these unions. In  spite o f the re ­
actiona ry  composition of these del­
egates, the pressure o f the rank and 
file  was so pow erfu l th a t the meet­
ing  overw helm ingly voted fo r  a 
general s tr ik e  to begin Monday 
m orning, J u ly  16, 1934.

The ca lling  o f a general s trike  
in  San Francisco, a c ity  noted fo r 
its  conservative labor movement re­
veals c lea rly  the tremendous pres­
sure o f the rank and file on the ir 
officials and the so lid a rity  they fe lt 
w ith  the s tr ik in g  m arine workers. 
For once they c le a rly  realized tha t 
the ba ttle  o f one section of the 
labor movement was the concern of 
the en tire  labor movement. In  fact, 
the ca lling  o f the general s trike  
was an up ris ing  o f the rank and 
file  o f the labo r movement against 
the c ra ft ideology of th e ir reaction­
ary  leadership. T h is  upris ing, how­
ever, due to the lack of an organ­
ized m ilita n t leadership and the 
naive be lie f th a t by m erely ca lling  
the general s trike  the w a te rfro n t 
workers would w in, enabled the 
bureaucracy to qu ick ly  and affec­
tiv e ly  liqu ida te  the strike.

From the very first the reaction­
aries were la eeatrel. A general

s trike  committee of twenty-five, 
overw helm ingly reaetionary in 
outlook, was appointed by Vande- 
leur, the president o f the labor 
council. Even on the f irs t day of 
the general strike , when the city 
was com pletely tied  up and the 
overwhelm ing m a jo rity  o f the mass­
es were in  sympathy w ith  the gen­
eral strike , they forced back to 
work, under pressure from  the c ity  
adm in is tra tion , the M un ic ipa l Car­
men who had walked out w ith  the 
other s trike rs . T h is  f irs t treacher­
ous act of the s tr ike  committee re­
veals c lea rly  th e ir  fu tu re  activ ities. 
They were not out to  w in  the gen­
era l s trike  but to ca ll i t  off as 
qu ick ly  as possible.

W hile  the cap ita lis t press was 
conducting a fu rious  campaign 
against the strike , ca llin g  i t  un­
law fu l, and pred ic ting  its  collapse, 
fill in g  its  columns w ith  a vicious 
propaganda tha t the s tr ike  was in ­
spired by the “ reds” , the s trike  
committee countered w ith  no pub­
lic ity  o f any k ind  to undermine 
th is a ttack  w h ich  was bound to 
cause dem ora lization in  the ranks 
of the s trike rs . In  th is  connection 
the contrast between the M innea­
polis tru c k  d rive rs ’ s tr ike  and the 
general s tr ike  in  San Francisco is 
very illum in a tin g . In  the form er 
c ity , the publish ing of the Organ­
ize r as a d a ily  s tr ike  paper was a 
tremendously effective weapon in 
the hands o f the s trikers. Just the 
reverse was true  in  San Francisco. 
The only ava ilab le  news was the 
sap lta lis t papers whose on ly  sen

tr ib u tio n  na tu ra lly  was a vicious 
campaign of slander. In  addition, 
no attem pts were made to mobilize 
the s tr ike rs  by means o f mass meet­
ings o r parades. N or was any a t­
tem pt made to call out the prin ters. 
The s tr ike rs  were le ft leaderless, 
most o f them rem aining apathe ti­
ca lly  a t home, and the rest congre­
ga ting a t the headquarters o f the 
various unions.

F o llow ing  its  action o f ordering 
the m un ic ipa l carmen back to work, 
the s trike  committee on the second 
day o f the s trike  in v io la tion  of 
its  pledges th a t the demands o f the 
m aritim e workers were ju s t and 
could not be a rb itra ted , presented 
a reso lution ca llin g  fo r  the a rb i­
tra tio n  o f a l l issues in  the w a te r­
fro n t s trike . Such an open be tray­
a l n a tu ra lly  precip itated a b itte r 
figh t bu t the machine succeeded in 
passing th is  resolution by a vote 
o f 213-180 by a show o f hands but 
refused the demand fo r a ro ll ca ll 
vote on th is  im portan t question. 
The employers, ac ting  through the 
c ity  and state officials, were now 
out fo r complete surrender, and 
demanded the unconditiona l c a ll­
ing off o f the general strike . A t  a 
secret m eeting held on Wednesday 
evening, J u ly  18, between General 
Johnson, c ity  offic ia ls and "labo r 
leaders” , the la tte r agreed to  call 
off the general strike , and presented 
such a reso lution to the union dele­
gates the fo llow ing  day which mo­
tion  passed by the na rrow  m argin 
of 191 to 174.

(Concluded In next issue)

TENSE SITUATION IN  COSTA RICA
The tense s itua tion  creal 1 by the governmental 

attem pts to smash the get . ra i s trike  of A tla n tic  
Coast workers threatens to get out of hand. I t  is 
the object of the Costa Rican reactionaries in the ir 
role its lackeys o f the United F ru it  Company, to 
provoke armed clashes in order tha t the workers’ 
organizations can be destroyed under pre text of 
"p u ttin g  down an insurrection ”

A dem onstration o f several thousand students and 
workers was held last week in  San Jose to protest 
against the action o f the Guatemala government 
which recently sum m arily executed several arm y o f­
ficers and students who had been charged w ith  com­
m unist ac tiv ities . Th is dem onstration of so lida rity  
w ith  th e ir  Guatemalan comrades was broken up by 
the police a fte r a firee clash in  the streets of the 
cap ita l, in  wh ich many were in ju red .

I t  is becoming increasing ly evident tha t the banana 
workers are waging an unequal ba ttle  against the 
United F ru it  Company. T h is  im ]>erialist monopoly 
is in te rna tiona l in  scope, con tro lling  the banana in ­
dustry  o f a l l the Carribean countries. The im peria l­
ists realize tha t a v ic to ry  fo r  the workers in Costa 
Rica would be the beginning of a general movement 
o f a l l p lan ta tion  workers of the Carribean area, fo r  
jo in t organization and jo in t action. W a ll Street in ­
tends to prevent th is  at a ll costs.

*  *  *

MENDIETA REGIME IN  CRISIS
The reactionary regime o f M endieta-Batista , In 

spite of the very definite i>olitieal and practica l sup­
port rendered to it  by Am erican im peria lism — an­
nulm ent o f the P la tt Amendment and the Reciprocal 
Trade T rea ty— is today in the greatest cris is since 
i t  came to power last January. The forces opposed 
to the regime have intensified th e ir ac tiv ities  in  re­
cent i>eriods and the Government has cracked down 
on them w ith  v io lent repressive measures.

A s trike  wave is ris in g  in Havana and throughout 
the provinces where transporta tion  w orkers are tie - 
ing up the bus. tram w ay and ta x i lines. A ttem pts 
are being made to pu ll out the stevedores and ra i l­
way workers, and a general s trike  throughout the 
island such as tha t which overthrew  General Macha­
do, now threatens Mendieta and his would-be Bona- 
pa rtis t colleague, Batista . The la tte r  iB losing no 
ime in  m ob iliz ing the arm y against the workers of 

c ity  and p lan ta tion  against the peasants of Realengo 
18 (O rie te  Province) who are de fy ing  the govern­
ment tha t threatens to evict them from  th e ir  lands 
which are claimed by the Royal Bank o f Canada, and 
against ex-president Gran San M a rt in ’s “ A u ten ti- 
cos", who are said to be preparing another revo lu­
tion.

Many Communists and o ther labor leaders have 
been arrested, and the N ational Revolu tionary P arty  
("A u te n tico ") is being persecuted by the authorities. 
Several of the leaders of the la tte r have already been 
imprisoned and G rau him self has tied to the U n ited 
States. C onstitu tiona l guarantees have been suspend­
ed and m a rtia l law  procla im ed in  the provinces o f 
Havana and O rien te : the arm y is held in  readiness 
to put down the threatened upris ing. Events point 
to a new tu rn  in  the course o f the Cuban revolution 
I t  is doub tfu l whether Mendieta can hold out much 
longer. The contradictions lac ing  his regime are 
too great and he has been unable to re a lly  solve any 
o f them.

For the im m ediate period the most probable per­
spectives are e ither fo r  a m ilita ry  d ic ta to rsh ip  under 
Batista  o r else a new edition o f the petty bourgeois 
“ authentic R evolution” .

*  *  *

BOLIVIAN COMMUNISTS REORGANIZE
The B o liv ian  Communist Group has recently de­

clared its  adhesion to the idea of the F ourth  In te r­
national, according to Izquierda, organ o f the Chilean 
section of the In te rn a tion a l Communist League. A t 
Ihe beginning of the Chaco W ar the Communist P arty  
of B o liv ia , which was even then not very strong and 
in fluen tia l, d isintegrated and disappeared from  the 
scene. D u ring  the whole course of the w ar, on ly 
isolated ind iv idua ls  have dared oppose the im peria lis t 
conflict and the w ork ing  class has been w ith ou t even 
the semblance of a revo lu tiona ry  vanguard.

The orien ta tion now. o f th is  sm all new ly formed 
group towards tho F ourth  In te rna tiona l, is a hopeful 
sign fo r  the fu tu re  of the Communist movement in 
tha t country.

*  *  *

CHACO WAR THREATENS OTHER COUNTRIES
The years-old see saw w ar between B o liv ia  and 

Paraguay, oontim.es w ith  unabated fu ry  in  the Chaco 
region, where the lackey regimes in  the service of 
Am erican and B rit is h  o il interests, continue to h u r l 
thousands o f workers and peasants in to  the slaugh­
ter. R igh t now il is the B o liv ian  arm y tha t is cover­
ing its e lf w ith  "im m o rta l g lo ry ”  by three im portan t 
v ic tories over the Paraguayan forces. The a r t il le ry  
roars, several fo rts  have been taken and the “ peace" 
chorus composed of the members o f the League of 
Nations commission, sings a ll the louder its  hymn 
o f in te rna tiona l goodw ill, in  an effort to drown out 
the sounds o f war.

However, a l l o f the in tr igu e  and a c tiv ity  is not 
being carried on by the “ peace makers” . O ther 
forces are at w ork ju s t as active ly, i f  more s ilently . 
An independence movement has been set under way 
in  the T a r ija  and Santa Cruz provinces o f B o liv ia , a 
region tha t borders on A rgentina  and on the w ar 
zone. I t  is qu ite evident tha t th is  ag ita tion  is in ­
spired from  A rgentine sources, in an e ffo rt to  weaken 
the position of B o liv ia  in the w a r and to e ither es 
tab lish a new bu ffe r state, tr ib u ta ry  economically to 
Argentina, such as is the case w ith  Paraguay today, 
o r else to b ring  about the eventual annexation o f the 
region to Argentina.

I t  should also be noted tha t w ith in  the te rr ito ry  of 
Argentina itse lf, the Standard O il Company, which 
has qu ite extensive holdings in the Salta region bor­
dering on T a r ija  and the Gran Chaco, is engaged at 
present in  a fu rious  strugg le  w ith  the Argentine 
government. Many miles of pipeline were la id  by 
the company in defiance o f a governmental order. 
H aving discovered tha t Standard O il was using its  
p riva te  rad io  station in  Salta, fo r the sending of 
m ilita ry  communications to the B o liv ian  A rm y, the 
A rgentine au thorities  have closed down the station.

W hile  A rgentina  backs Paraguay in the in terest* 
o f the Royal D utch Shell O il Co., Chile on the other 
hand, is supporting Bo’ iv ia  in every possible manner. 
R ecru iting  fo r the B o liv ian  A rm y is being conducted 
openly in Chilean cities and many Chilean arm y 
officers are already serving w ith  the B o liv ian  force* 
a t the fro n t. In  spite of the “ embargo”  B o liv ia  ha* 
been im p orting  armaments through Chilean port*
O f great im portance also are the aids tha t the C h il­
ean au thorities  are rendering B o liv ia  to keep the 
economic and in du s tria l s truc tu re  of the la tte r from  
cracking under the s tra in  o f the protracted war. In ­
dications are that i f  the present negotiations faH te 
con tribu te  anyth ing  to the solution of the Chaco 
deadlock, both A rgentina and Chile may become d i­
rec tly  involved in  open w arfare. An old. unsettled 
te r r ito r ia l d ispute between A rgentina and Chile, over 
several sm all islands in  the Beagle Channel (near 
Cape H o rn ) is being revived and cannot bu t co n tri­
bute more fu e l to the conflagration.



# A 6 K 4 moos mnutxAxnc

ED ITO R IA L
Trade U n io n  Perspectives

(One year ago, on the occasion of the A. F. o f L. Convention at 
■Washington, we analyzed the trade un ion s itua tion  from  the M arx is t 
po in t of view and outlined the perspectives in  an e d ito r ia l in  the 
Militant. I t  appears to us th a t the events of the past year have con­
firm ed our prognosis in  the most s tr ik in g  manner. W ha t we w ro te  a 
year ago can stand today w ith o u t a lte ra tion . H e rew ith  we rep rin t 
extracts from  th is  ed ito ria l as a statement o f our op in ion today. The 
ed ito ria l, en titled  “ The A. F. of L. Convention, the S trike  Wave and 
T rade Union Perspectives” , appeared in  the M ilita n t, October 14, 1933.)

* * * *
“ . . . . The attem pt o f the  Roosevelt adm in is tra tion  to “ p lan”  

indus try  on a basis o f cap ita lis t p riva te  ownership is inev itab ly  
doomed to a resounding collapse, and th a t very probably in  the near 
fu tu re . W ith  tha t, and w ith  the fa ilu re  also to sa tis fy  the expecta­
tions o f the workers which were aroused by the  ba llyhoo campaigns 
o f the NR A, w ill come a tremendous d is illus ionm ent of the workers 
and a rap id ly  increasing tendency on th e ir  p a rt to resort to more 
aggressive s trugg le s ; to re ly  on th e ir  own strength and organization. 
Trade unionism w hich was held out to them in  the f irs t stages of the 
NR A as a device to restra in  th e ir  independent movement, w i l l  become 
fo r  the workers the medium fo r  its  expression on a colossal scale. 
The workers w i l l  tu rn  to trade unionism, in  rea l earnest, and they w i l l  
be bent on m aking the unions serve as instrum ents o f struggle against 
the explo iters.

“ Then, as has already been c learly  in tim ated in  the speeches of 
Roosevelt and Johnson at the W ashington convention, the benevolent 
mask o f the Roosevelt adm in is tra tion  w il l  be taken off. The unions 
they encouraged, and even coddled, as long as they thought they could 
•erve as "harness”  w i l l  meet open opposition from  the government. 
A l l  the forces a t its  command, from  system atic an ti-un ion  ijnd  a n ti-  
s trike  propaganda, to police and m ilita ry  force, w i l l  be brought to 
bear. The unions, in so fa r as they rea lly  figh t— and th a t is the  func­
tion  which the conditions of the times impose upon them—w il l  have 
to figh t fo r  th e ir existence against the government itse lf.

“ The cap ita lis t a ttack against the trade unions as organs o f 
strugg le w i l l  be carried inside the unions, Green, Lewis & Co. w i l l  
be called upon to purge the organizations of th e ir  m ilita n t elements 
and restore the union to conservative and respectable doc ility . The 
prom pt response o f these treacherous agents o f cap ita l to th is  demand 
la assured in  advance. . . .

“ The trade unions, sw elling in to  la rge r proportions by the in flux  
o f new members on one side, w i l l  w itness wholesale expulsions and 
sp lits , engendered by the reactionary bureaucracy, on the  other. In ­
surgent workers who insist on s tr ik in g — the “ horses th a t refuse to 
w ork  in  harness” — w ill meet the condemnation o f the labor bureau­
cracy. T h e ir strikes w il l  be outlawed and denounced as communist 
plots. A  campaign o f red ba iting  w i l l  be inaugurated1 against revo lu­
tionaries and Communists. Where these do not exist they w i l l  be 
invented. Every w orker who wants to f ig h t fo r  his r ig h ts  and wants 
to make the union figh t fo r  h im  w il l  ba branded as a “ red” . The next 
developments o f the trade union movement w i l l  un fo ld  in  a seething 
tide of labo r rebellion— of “ ou tlaw ”  strikes, clashes w ith  the au tho ri­
ties, fierce in te rna l struggles in  the unions, expulsions and splits.

The movement o f the masses in to  the trade unions can be 
seriously influenced only from  w ith in . F rom  th is  i t  fo llo w s : Get in to  
the unions. Stay there. W ork w ith in .

“ before any serious development o f a revo lu tionary organization 
can be expected in Am erica th is  penetration m ust be begun in  earnest. 
The m ilita n ts  who undertake th is  task now, a fte r a l l  the d iscred it 
brought to the name o f Communism by the S ta lin ists, w i l l  labor under 
a double handicap. The complete and unchallenged supremacy o f the 
reactionaries in the trade union leadership; the w e igh t o f the govern­
ment and o f a ll cap ita lis t propaganda and repressive forces on the ir 
a ide; the popular h o s tility  to Communism and the re la tionsh ip  of 
forces in  general— these circumstances w i l l  constitu te  huge obstacles 
St the beginning. Besides tha t, the new le ft w ing  movement w i l l  have 
to  pay fo r the sins and fa ilu res of the old.

“ The labor fakers w i l l  s ta rt new expulsions against the rad ica ls 
the moment th e ir  influence is fe lt  again in  the mass, movement. I t  is 
Tolly to th in k  tha t the task of penetrating the mass unions, under the 
given conditions, and o f reconstitu ting  a vigorous L e ft w ing  w ith in  
them, can be accomplished w ith  brass bands p lay ing  and banners 
fly ing . Quiet and persistent work, loya l cooperation w ith  a l l progres­
sive workers who w ant to bu ild  figh ting  .unions.—th is  simple prescrip­
tion  stands figh t in  order. The rest w i l l  fo llow .

“ We give no pledge to re fra in  from  revo lu tiona ry  a c tiv ity  in  the 
unions or to tu rn  our back on, •outlaw ’ strikes. We leave suchi trade 
union tac tics  to opportunists and tra ito rs . I t  is our aim , on the con­
tra ry , to  be w ith  the masses, especially a t the moment o f th e ir  sharp­
est collis ions w ith  the cap ita lis ts, whatever fo rm  these co llis ions may 
take. In  order tha t th is  association w ith  the revo ltin g  masses can 
have a f r u it fu l  revo lu tionary influence, i t  has to begin now by the 
entrenchment of the m ilita n t and class conscious elements in  the A. 
r .  o f L. unions and tlie  form ation  of a le ft  w ing  w ith in  them .”

FALL TERM OF INTERNATIONAL WORKERS SCHOOL 
TO OPEN OCTOBER 1st

The In te rn a tion a l W orkers School w i l l  open a t i t *  new head 
quarters, 144 Second Avenue, on October 1st, w ith  the fo llo w in g  
courses:

1. ABC of M arxism  ............................... C arl Cowl, In s tru c to r
Every F rida y  a t 8:00 P.M.

2. O rganization P rincip les ___In s tru c to r to be Announced
Every Thursday at 8:00 P.M.

8. H is to ry  and P rincip les o f the In te rn a tion a l
Communists ..............................................M ax Shachtman

Every Wednesday a t 8 :00 P.M.
4. State and Revolution ..........................................Jack Weber

Every Monday at 8 :00 P.M.
5. Am erican H is to ry  ..............................................F e lix  M orrow

Every Wednesday a t 8 :00 P.M.
6. E lem entary M a rx ian  Econom ics...................A lfre d  Weaver

Every F rid a y  a t 8 :00 P.M.
You are urged to register now fo r whatever courses you are in ­

tended in . Registra tions are accepted d a ily  a t the office o f the 
school. Each course is $1.50 fo r  the complete term . F u rth e r in fo rm ­
ation  may be obtained by telephoning G ram ercy 8-9624.

B O O K S
BOUGHT AND SOLD 

S P E C I A L
“ L e ft W ing”  Communism— by L e n in ................................................$ .25
Lenin on B r ita in — 316 pages ..............................................................  2.50
Development o f A g ricu ltu re  in the U. S.— by L e n in ........................ 30
H is to ry  of the Russian R evolution— by Leon T ro tsky

3 vol. (Publishers P rice $10.00)...................................  8.50*
W h ithe r England?— by T ro tsky  ........................................................ 1.00
M inutes of the 3rd Congress o f the C. I .

In  German— 1086 pages— c lo th .......................................  3.00*
Letters o f Rosn Luxem burg ............................................................  1.00
Letters of Sacco and Vanzetti ................................................................50
The M ilita n t —  Bound Volum e (1033) .......................................... 1.50

♦Plus postage
Write for Price List 

P I O N E E R  B O O K S H O P  
102 East 11th Street, N. Y. C.

Postage Free On A ll Orders Over $1.00 Unless M arked*

CHICAGO ATTENTION! 
S U P P E R  & D A N C E

Given by Chicago Branch, C.L.A. 
Saturday, October 20, 9 P.M. 

at 2557 W. North Avenue 
Celebrating the F irs t A nn iversary 

of the opening o f In te rna tiona l 
Labor Center.

Good Music— Supper— Novel Game* 
Admission 50*

PH ILA D ELPH IA  CLASSES
‘‘PROBLEMS IN  TRADE  

UNIONISM”
Held Every Thursday 8:15 P.M.
Starting Thursday, October 4th 

at 1207 North 5th Street 
Instructors:

R. CAREY atnd T. HOLMES 
(To enroll, get in touch with one of 
the instructors at above address.)

Drug Clerks 
Union Calls 
Bronx Strike

The deadline in  the general 
s trike  of B ronx drug clerks was 
set fo r  Thursday n igh t a t m idnight. 
A t the date o f th is  w ritin g , more 
than 40 per cent o f chain and inde­
pendent stores in  the Bronx have 
already settled w ith  the Union. 
P icke ting o f those stores th a t have 
refused to  settle is w e ll under way.

The Pharm acists Union is more 
than 90 per cent organized in  the 
Bronx, and expects quick v ic tory. 
Thereafter, the Union w i l l  concen­
tra te  on other sections of the C ity  
where i t  is  s trong ly entrenched, 
u n t il union conditions prevail 
throughout G reater New York.

The settlement term s obtained by 
the Union in  nearly h a lf  of the 
em ploying stores is ha iled by Union 
leaders as a signal v ic tory. Under 
these terms licensed pharmacists 
w i l l  receive a m in im um  o f $32.50 
fo r a 54-hour week, w ith  propor­
tionate increases fo r  ju n io r pharm ­
acists and sales help. The contract 
includes the closed shop.

Inasmuch as licensed pharm a­
cists have been w ork ing  75 and 80 
hours a week, fo r $15 and $20, 
these term s obviously w i l l  a ttrac t 
new members in to  the Union, and 
g rea tly  expedite the c ity -w ide  fight. 
The Pharm acists Union, organized 
less than a year, already boasts of 
1,600 members in  Greater New York.

In  a statement to the press, 
Chairm an D reyer, o f the s trike  
committee, announced th a t pledges 
of support had been received from  
New Jersey and Pennsylvania 
pharmacists.

“ We have the men and the re­
sources to lig h t th is  th ing  to a f in ­
ish ,”  he said. “ D ru g  clerks every­
where are in  revo lt against sweat­
shop conditions, and they mean 
business. The B ronx is on ly the 
beginning.”

W orkers m ust patronize only 
those stores in the B ronx th a t have 
signed w ith  the Union, and lend 
every possible support to the 
strike.
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A nti Fascists to 
Rally on O ct. 12

(Continued from Page 1)
denied having received the in v ita ­
tion, w h ich  had been delivered by 
messenger, and projiosed a jo in t 
committee elected by its  conference 
and the U n ited Youth Committee. 
The spokesman fo r the Communist 
pa rty , who also spoke fo r  the Y. 
C.L., stated th a t his organization 
cannot have a un ited fro n t w ith  
the “ enemies of the w ork ing  class” , 
etc., etc. I f  the Yipsels wanted a 
united fro n t w ith  the C.P. and Y.C. 
L., he added, they would “ not have 
to recognize them (Lovestoneites 
and T ro tsky ites) as enemies of the 
w ork ing class”  but would have to 
th row  them off the United Youth 
Committee. When asked whether 
the C.P. would accept the proposal 
o f the Am erican League delegate 
to r a jo in t committee w ith  the 
United Youth Committee, he replied 
in  the same ve in : on ly i f  the Love- 
stoneites and T ro tsky ites  were 
barred.

The Y.P.S.L. repeated its  posi­
tion  on the un ited fro n t. (See its 
le tte r to tin t Y.C.L. p rin ted else­
where in  th is  issue). A nother Am ­
erican League representative re ­
plied by s ta ting  tha t the “ American 
League cannot exclude every or 
any group from  united fron t ac­
t io n ” , despite differences tha t the 
C. P. has w ith  the U n ited Youth 
Committee. The Communist party  
and the Y.C.L. have helped bu ild  
the League and he hoped tha t they 
w il l  support th is  action. He again 
proposed th a t a jo in t  committee be 
set up.

The U n ited  Youth Committee re­
itera ted its  desire fo r common ac­
tion . I t  proposed th a t the A m eri­
can League conference elect a com­
m ittee which would w ork  w ith  the 
United Youth Committee fo r one 
mass dem onstration. The delega­
tion  then took leave.

The U nited Y’ outh Committee 
w i l l  have a delegation a t the con­
ference called by the Ita lia n  So­
c ia lis t A n ti-F asc is t paper, La 
Stamps Liberera, to organize a 
dem onstration on October 12. The 
organizations w h ich partic ipa ted in 
the May 1st un ited fro n t demon­
s tra tion  have been invited . This 
includes the Communist League of 
Am erica. Proposals w i l l  be made 
by the United Youth Committee fo r 
a common dem onstration of a ll 
an ti-Fasc is t youth and adu lt o r­
ganizations.

Robins-Gras Appeal
W ith  impressive backing from  

the labor movement, the appeal o f 
H a ro ld  Robins and Andre Gras, 
imprisoned strikers, w i l l  be heard 
in the Appellate D iv is ion  of the 
Supreme Court, on Oct. 9.

Convicted of assaulting a scab 
du rin g  the general s trike  of New 
York hotel workers in  February, 
Robins and Gras were sentenced 
last A p r il to Sing Sing, fo r  tw o to 
fou r years and one to two years re 
S]>ectively, by General Sessions 
Judge, Joseph Corrigan.

According to the Socia list Law 
yers Association, now in charge of 
the legal aspect of the case, “ the 
conviction was based on flim sy tes­
tim ony and p re jud ic ia l remarks and 
errors ol the C ourt which prevent­
ed these workers from  having a 
fa ir  and im p a rtia l t r ia l  by ju ry . 
Judge C orrigan’s charge to the 
ju ry  was no more than a second 
summation fo r  the prosecution.”

Among the unions and fra te rn a l 
organizations which are backing 
the Robins-Gras Defense Com m it­
tee and which have contribu ted the 
funds fo r the appeal a re : United 
Hebrew Trades, the W orkm en’s 
C ircle, the Jo in t Board Dressmak­
ers o f the In te rn a tion a l Ladies 
Garment W orkers Union, the New 
York Jo in t Board of the Am alga­
mated C lo th ing W orkers of Am er­
ica, the M illin e ry  W orkers Jo in t 
Board, the Amalgamated Food 
W orkers Union, W aiters Union Lo ­
ca l 1 and the Delicatessen and 
Countermen's Union Local 302, and 
the F orw ard Association.

A tto rney Abfam ow itz, in a state­
ment to the M ilita n t, a fte r com­
m enting on the case, sa id : “ The 
lesson to be draw n from  the Rob­
ins-Gras case is th a t there is a 
desperate need fo r a permanent, 
non-partisan un ited workers de­
fense organization fu lly  equipped 
to figh t these in justices."

New York Newstands
T lie M ilita n t can be bought now 

at the fo llow ing  stands:
Delaney and C linton St. N orth  West 
Suffo lf and Delaney Subway Sta. 
Stand in  fro n t 128 Delaney St. 
Delaney and Essex St. N. E. 
Houston and C lin ton St. S. W.
3rd St. and Ave. B. S.E.
5th St. and Ave. A. N.E.
6th St. and Ave. A., N.W.
7th St. and Ave. B., S.E.
8th St. and 2nd Ave., S.W.
9th St. and 2nd Ave., S.E.
91 h St. and 3rd Ave., N.E. 
Stuyvesant St. and 3rd Avo.. S.W. 
Ave. A and 10th St., N.E.
Pioneer Bookshop. 102 E. I l t l i  St. 
14th St. and 2nd Ave., S.W.
141 h St. and 2nd Ave. N.W.
14th St. near the Jefferson Theater 
14th St. and 3rd Ave.. N.jW.
141 l i  St. and 3rd Ave., S.E.
14th St. and 3rd Ave., S.W.
14tli St. and 4th Av.. S.E. 1st stand 
14th St. and 4th Av. S.E. 2nd stand 
14th St. and 4th Ave.. S.W.
14th St. and Broadway, S.E.
14th St. near 44 E. 14tli St.
14th St. and U niversity Place, S.E.

(B lin d  man)
Union Square (B .M .T .)
14th St. and 6th Ave. N.E.
14th St. and 6th Ave. S.E.
14th St. and 6th Ave., N.W.
14th St. and 7tli Ave.. S.W.
23rd St. and 4th Ave.
42iul St. and 6th Ave., S.W.
42ml St. and 0th Ave., S.W.
42nd St. and 6th Ave., S.E.
42nd St. and 6th Ave., N.W.
42nd St. and 0th Ave., N.E.
42nd St. and F ifth  Ave., S.W.
53rd St. and Broadway, S.E.
Rand School, 7 East 15th St.

Issues at the A. F. o f L. Convention

HOT SPOTS IN  TH E  WORLD 
SITUATION

The Need for the 4th International 
* •  •

FRANCE—October 7, 1934, 8 P.M.
Speaker: ARNE SWABECK 

SPAIN — October 14, 1934, 8 P.M.
Speaker: MAX SHACHTMAN 

U NITED  STATES— Oct. 21, 8 P.M. 
Speaker: HUGO OEHLER  

IR V IN G  PLAZA
Irving Place & 15th S t, N. Y. C.
Admission: 15 Cents per Lecture. 
Auspices: Communist League of 

America, New York Local

A T TE N T IO N  
Cleveland Branch 

O P E N  F  O R U M 
Held a t 3529 E. 143rd Street 

Every Sunday at 2:30 P.M. 
Speaker: .1. B ItA H T IN

Oct. 14— "D ic ta to rsh ip  versus ‘De­
mocracy.

Oct. 21—“ Why a Fourth In te rn a ­
tiona l?”

Oct. 28 —  “ A United F ron t w ith  
Whom and How ”

Nov. 4— “ The NRA and the S trike 
W ave”

Nov. 11— “ Bureaucracy or Demo­
c ra tic  Centra lism ”

O P E N  F O R U M  
THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION— 

WHO W ILL  LEAD IT? 
Socialists - Stalinists - Fourth 

Internationalists?
Speaker:

A L D A S C H  
Friday, October 12, 8 P.M.

144 Second Avenue, N. Y. C.
Questions and Discussion 

Admission Free
Ausp ices: Communist League of 

America, New Y ork  Local

PHILA D ELPHIA  FORUM  
Will the United Front In France 

Stop Fascism?
Speaker:

H U G O  O E H L E R
Member of National Committee 
Communist League of Am erica 
Sunday, October 14, at 8 P.M. 

431 Pine Street

Lecture Series
HOTSPOTS IN  TH E WORLD 

SITUATION
Tlie Need for the 4th International

S ub je c t: 
F R A N C E  

Speaker:
ARNE SWABECK 

Sunday, Oct. 7, at 8 P.M. 
Irving Plaza

Irv in g  Place and 15th Street 
Admission 15*
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ganizatiou to satisfy the require­
ments of the thousands of new re ­
c ru its  from  the basic and mass 
production industries m ust be con­
sidered ; the question of the govern­
ment in  its  real expression w ill 
arise to hound the unions and 
th row  the offic ia ls ou t o f the ir 
t ra n q u ility . Suppression of these 
issues under the acceptance o f the 
s tr ike  truce proposal by the A. F. 
o f L. convention w i l l  weaken the 
crust tha t covers the more volcanic 
eruptions to come.

Strike in War Time
Even du ring  the w a r the no- 

s trike  pledges were of l i t t le  ava il. 
In  1917 there were a to ta l of 1,227,- 
254 men involved in  strikes w ith  a 
to ta l o f 15,000,000 man-days lost. 
In  1918 these figures were respec­
tiv e ly  .1,239,989 and 17,000,000. And 
these years were m erely the re­
hearsals fo r  the g igan tic  s trikes of 
1919 in vo lv ing  a to ta l o f 4,160,348 
w ith  99,000,000 man days lost. The 
w ar declaration could not declare 
the class strugg le a t an end, nor 
can the attem pted recovery meas­
ures, even when supplemented by 
a fo rm a l s tr ike  truce agreement 
do so. On the con tra ry, every step 
taken tow ard recovery, which is 
recovery fo r  the employers’ and f i­
nanciers’ profits, w i l l  in tens ify  the 
class struggle and lead to more 
strikes. Th is is w hat the A. F. of 
L. officials now gathered at San 
Francisco fear above a ll.

In  its  acceptance o f the s trike  
truce proposal, the N a tiona l Asso­
c ia tion  o f M anufacturers says tha t 
“ neither employers nor employees 
. . . should attem pt to  take advan­
tage o f ex is ting  abnorm al condi­
tions and the coun try ’s necessities 
to change ex is ting  labor standards 
in  employment re la tions which 
they are unable to change under 
norm al conditions.”  T h is  is mere­
ly  a po lite  way of saying: "D u rin g  
the truce we w i l l  not to le rate un­
ioniza tion o f our p la n ts ; we w il l  
m a in ta in  the open shop.”  T ha t is 
the ir demand fo r  the security  of 
the truce, know ing th a t i f  they 
rea lly  acquiesce to  collective ba r­
ga in ing, to un ion iza tion o f the 
plants, they could not re ly  on the 
a b ility  of the trade union officials 
to tie  the w orkers ’ bands.

Green’s Record
I t  is reported th a t when the Re­

public Steel company last summer 
cancelled its  con tract w it l i  the 
steel workers union the president 
of the company, T. M. G ird le, said 
tha t he would ra th e r go back to 
cu ltiva tin g  his apple orchard than 
deal w ith  rad ica l labor leaders like 
Wm. Green and John L. Lewis. This 
sounds paradoxica l in  view o f the 
unan im ity  fo r  the s trike  truce p ro­
posal.

M r. G ird le  may even have known 
of Green’s pleadings a t la s t year’s 
A. F. o f L . convention: “ We must 
have fa ith ” , pleaded Green, “ fa ith  
in  the New D e a l; fa ith , in  the p rinc­
iples o f th is  a c t ; fa ith  in  those who 
are honestly and lib e ra lly  adm in­
is tering  it ,  and most im portan t of 
a ll, fa ith  in  th a t great, fearless 
leader, the President o f the United 
States.”  . . . “ The r ig h t to s trike ,”  
he admonished, “ involves so many 
serious considerations th a t i t  ought 
to be u tilized  on ly as a last resort.” 
And a fte r th a t he proceeded to put 
over the agreement in  the automo­
bile indus try , bu ry ing  the s trike  
weapon and lega liz ing the company 
union. He took a hand in  the tex­
t i le  s tr ik e  settlement, he lp ing to de­
feat the s tr ike  when i t  was a t its 
he ight o f m ilitancy .

Organizing the Unorganized
But, a t the last A. F. o f L. con­

vention, Green also issued w hat he 
termed his c la rion  call to "O rgan­
ize the Unorganized in  the Mass 
P roduction Industries” , w ith  a 
membership of 10,000,000 as the 
next goal and a fte r th a t 25,000,000 
“ which w il l  b ring  the m a jo rity  of 
Americans genuinely and actua lly  
w ith in  the trade union fa m ily .”  I t  
had become a m a tte r o f compul­
sion. The w ork ing  masses were 
surg ing tow ard union organization 
and, had the ranks o f the A. F. of 
L. been closed to them, they would 
have found th e ir  medium o f o r­
ganization w ith in  a new fram ework.

The last convention reported a 
recru itm ent o f 1,300,000. T h is  con­
vention reports a ga in in  average

paid-up membership of 697.,893. 
W ith  these hundreds of thousands 
of new recru its  the A. F. of L. is 
undergoing a change. I t  is not 
static. I t  is a liv in g  organism 
which can be understood correctly  
only when viewed in motion. T lie 
changes in  the economic s truc tu re  
o f the country are producing ideol­
ogical regroupments and changes 
in re la tionship of class forces.

Pressure on the W orkers 
I t  is not necessary to cite facts 

and figures to prove the grow ing 
economic pressure upon t lie  w o rk ­
ing masses and the grow th of the 
siieed-up system and tlie  increase 
in in tens ity  of exp lo ita tion , nor the 
misery of mass unemployment. 
Th is the Am erican workers exper­
ience and feel, even i f  they lack 
understanding o f its  real cause. 
B u t th is  is w hat moves (lie masses 
— and w it l i them the trade unions— 
regardless o f a ll the offic ia l brakes, 
the truces and (lie sell-outs, onward 
to greater m ilitancy  and inexorably 
to greater and deeper struggles. 
W ith  th is, and w it l i tlie  ever sharp­
er clashes w itl i tlie  government in 
its  real expression. I lie con trad ic­
tions w ith in  the trade unions be­
tween a m ilita n t rank and file and

a reactionary officialdom curve ever 
more to the lore. These con trad ic­
tions the officia ldom  in its  present 
position, make-up and outlook can­
not solve. That much Wm. Green 
and his lieutenants sense instinc? 
tive ly  : and tha t they fear.

The demand fo r  security du ring  
the proposed s trike  truce advanced 
by the N ationa l Association of 
M anufacturers is a challenge which 
can lie met on ly in  open struggle. 
W ith in  the A. F. of L. there is not 
yet a national le ft  w ing  to lead 
th is  struggle. Nevertheless the A. 
F. o f L. is a rr iv in g  at a crucia l 
po in t in  its  h is to ry . The leader* 
may set the stage at tlie  San F ran ­
cisco convention fo r t lie  s trike  
truce, but the contrad ictions w il l  
remain and in tensify. Regardless 
of w lm t they do to try  to stem the 
tide a modern Am erican trade un­
ion movement is in the making. 
W hether its  whole development w ill 
continue w ith in  the fram ew ork of 
tlie  A. F. of L. is not now the es­
sentia l question. W hat is im por­
tan t is the fac t tha t i t  lias its  be­
g inn ing  there. Th is determ ines the 
centra l slogan of the revo lu tionary 
m ilitan ts— deeper in to  the A. F. of 
L. un ions ! —ARNE SWABECK.

Paterson Silk M eet Huge Success

GOOD NEWS
The Youngstown Branch, through 

comrade Koehler have donated an 
oddressograph to the Militant. 
This means a saving o f a t least 
$150. We need say no more, as a ll 
our readers know exactly  w hat 
such a sum means to our paper.

We expect to  have the addresso- 
graph delivered to us by one of the 
Youngstown comrades w ith in  about 
two weeks. We w i l l  then have to 
buy the stencil cu ttin g  machine 
which is necessary. T ha t w i l l  oost 
about $50.

I f  ay o f our members o r readers 
can help us secure th is  add itiona l 
machine o r know o f a place we 
can buy i t  cheaply, please get in 
touch w ith  the Militant oflict.

THE NEED FOR THE FOURTH  
INTERNATIONAL

Lecture by
M A X  S H A C H T M A N  
E d ito r of New In te rna tiona l 
Sunday, October 21, 8 P.M. 
at Bronx Free Fellowship 
1591 Boston Rood, Bronx 
(Corner Suburban Place)
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wny by the m ilita n t workers? Is 
th is not something fo r every P at­
erson m ilita n t to lie ashamed of?”

B oth sjieakers pointed out tha t 
the fa ilu re  lo  offer pnqier resis­
tance to the sell-out settlement en­
dorsed by Green, MeManon, G or­
man and Co., was due to the 
single fact tha t (lie m ilitan ts  in 
the union were unorganized and 
w ithou t competent leadership. They 
urged the immediate form ation ol 
an organized opposition bloc of 
m ilita n t unionists to overturn the 
present Paterson mislei.ders, to re­
organize the union and infuse it  
w ith  a m ilita n t s p ir it, and to pre­
pare fo r  another test of strength 
w ith  the bosses.

“ You have not been defeated,” 
said comrade Cannon. “ In  your 
hearts you know there was no real 
test of s treng lii in  th is  strike. Y'ou 
had a ll the figh t s t i l l  inside you 
when you were cheated out. of v ic ­
to ry by the A. F. o f L. bureaucrats 
and the ir l i t t le  im ita to rs  in  tlie 
Paterson locals. I f  you now take 
tlie  proper steps, the new struggle 
and tlie  v ic to ry  which is bound to 
be yours may come sooner than 
you expect.”

The two speakers jaunted out 
tha t in order to organize a success­
fu l o ifliosition group in tlie  U.T.W., 
jio lit ic a l understanding and jio li t i-  
cul d irection is indispensable.

“ We are unalte rab ly opiiosed,” 
said comrade Mustc, 'to  the me­
chanical contro l of trade unions by 
any p o litica l party . The union is 
the organization of a ll t lie  workers, 
and to jiu t jio lit ic a l harrie rs in the 
way o f any worker's membership in 
a union, is to s ji l it  tlie  w ork ing 
class on the fundam ental im m edi­
ate economic issues. Th is docs not 
mean, however, that, po litics  is 
barred from  trade union struggles. 
I t  can not lie barred. Green, Mc­
Mahon and Gorman have th e ir 
p o lit ic s : it  is the po litics  of the 
national leaders o f the Democratic 
P arty  in W ashington. This is 
where they get th e ir advice and 
the ir orders. S im ila rly , the w o rk ­
ers must have p o lit ic a l advice and 
direction in tlie  struggle o r they 
w il l  fa ll in to  the tra p  of tliefee 
leaders, who care more fo r the ap- 
probntion of President Roosevelt’s 
p o lit ic a l bosses than they do fo r 
the interests o f the workers.

“ This leadership can come only 
from  a genuine revo lu tionary party. 
Only sucli a pa rty  can organize, 
coordinate and lead the activ ities  
o f a m ilita n t trade union group. 
W ith  such leadership, the m ilitan ts  
w i l l  go fa r. W ithou t if ,  they 
flounder as they have in th is  s itu ­
ation. and the McMahons and K e ll­
ers put th e ir sell-outs across w ith ­
out effective ojiposition.”

Comrade Cannon and comrade 
Muste both concluded w ith  b rie f 
mention of tlie  A.W.P.-C.L.A. un ity  
negotiations, and expressed hopes 
tha t in  tlie  near fu tu re  a new ban­
ner of a united revo lu tiona ry  pa rty  
would be in  tlie  field, under w h ich 
a ll m ilita n t, class-conscious w o rk ­
ers could take the ir place fo r  o r­
ganized struggle, not on ly to clean 
up the unions and w in  immediate 
demands from  the bosses, but to 
bring  about the final smashing of 
cap ita lism  and the ending o f a ll 
exp lo ita tion , through the workers' 
ru le  and the socialist society.

The meeting term inated w ith  
questions and discussion. Several 
workers, disgusted by the actions 
o f the A. F. o f Leadership, made 
b rie f speeches reflecting a profound 
pessimism about the A. F. of L. as 
such, w ith ou t offering any a lte rna ­
tive. Comrade Muste answered 
these speakers by jio in ting  out th a t j 
the masses o f organized workers 
today are to be found in  the A. F. 
of L. and nowhere else, and tha t 
the task o f the m ilita n ts  is to get 
in w ith  them, show them the d iffe r­
ence between class-collaboration 
leaders and figh ting  leaders, and 
remake the A. F. o f L. in t lie  in te r­
ests o f its  members.

Much of the discussion was by 
S talin ists, who had brought a group 
of about 25 to the meeting. Moe 
Brown, yesterday's leader of the 
S ta lin is t dual union, the N ationa l

T extile  W orkers, made several 
speeches a ttack ing  Muste and 
Cannon as a llies of McMahon and 
K elle r, bourgeois nationalists, coun­
te r-revo lu tiona ry  Trotsky ites, etc., 
etc. Fo llow ing his lead, the S ta l­
in is t cohorts began a steady howl, 
m aking discussion im jiossib le fo r 
some tim e. The pla in  in te n t to 
term inate the meeting in confusion 
and disorder was foiled, however, 
by i he way in which comrade Can­
non stood his ground.

“ Do yourself :i favo r,”  he said, 
"Yos ju s t liqu ida ted the p riva te  

“ Red Union”  o f the O. P. to jo in  
the U.T.W. You are supposed to 
be try in g  to make a good im pres­
sion on the workers here. You’re 
not do ing it .  Anyway, you can’t 
shut me up. I f  you w ant to  stop 
me you w i l l  have to drag me off 
the p la tfo rm  and, as has happened 
before when you tr ied  tha t, you’l l  
have a figh t on your hands.”

W orkers in  the audience began 
to ye ll th e ir  approval o f th is  con­
demnation o f the S ta lin is ts ’ d is ­
rup tive  tactics and fin a lly  the hool­
igan d isruptions were s tilled . Com­
rade Cannon then gave a thorough­
going c r it ic is m  of t lie  S ta lin is t* 
and a ll th e ir  ruinous policies, heard 
w it l i g reat in te rest by the workers. 
He challenged the S ta lin is ts  to pick 
the ir best leader to debate h im  in 
Paterson on the trade union ques­
tion  o r any other aspect o f S ta lin ­
is t ix ilicy .

When Moe B row n yelled in  an­
swer th a t the C. P. “ would not 
lower its  in te lligence by sending 
B row der o r H a thaw ay to  oppose 
Cannon” , a loud laugh swept the 
ha ll. Comrade Cannon pointed his 
linger a t Brown, and w ith  a sweep 
of the hand took in  the l i t t le  knot 
o f S ta lin ists, sa y in g :

“ There is not one among you 
who does not in his heart know 
tha t your jio licy  in  the unions has 
been wrong fo r years, and th a t be­
cause o f the stam ping out of demo­
cracy in  you r party , there is no th­
ing  you can do to improve it . ”  Can­
non waited a few seconds fo r an 
answer, bu t t lie  S ta lin is ts  by th is  
tim e were in a state of confusion. 
The once-noisy hecklers had noth­
ing to say in  rep ly  to th is  charge 
of hypocrisy and cowardice.

The S ta lin is ts  now tr ied  a last 
desperate maneuvre: they rose in a 
bloc on a signal fro m  Moe Brown, 
and shuffled no is ily  out of the ha ll, 
u rg ing  the workers not to lis ten 
any longer to  these “ counter-revo­
lu tio n a ry  agents of the bosses”  
who were slandering the Lo rd ’s 
own chosen revo lu tionary party. 
They were followed out by exactly 
nobody. Crestfallen, they hung 
around outside the door, and when 
the meeting was over tr ied  to s ta rt 
an argum ent w ith  comrades Muste 
and Cannon on the street. “ How 
about th a t debate?”  a dozen w o rk ­
ers asked. Th is question, to which 
B row der’s fo llow ers have no an­
swer, ended the S ta lin is ts  fo r  the 
n ight.

Many workers came up to the 
speakers a fte r the meeting to  con­
g ra tu la te  them, to express th e ir  in ­
tention o f jo in in g  a m ilita n t oppo­
s ition  group to oust K e lle r and Co., 
and to ask fo r fu r th e r news about 
the development of a new revo lu­
tionary  j>arty. An understanding 
was reached whereby fu rth e r jo in t 
A.W.P.-O.L.A. lectures are to be 
held in  Paterson in  the near fu ture .
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