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TROOPS RULE M INNEAPOLIS
Police Arrest Cannon and Shachtman
W A R  LO O M S AS 
POWERS CLASH 
OVER AUSTRIA
C entra l Europe was charged w ith  the dynam ite o f a new w orld  w ar 

when the Nazis assassinated D o llfuss in  an unsuccessful move to extend 
the boundaries o f H itle r is m  in to  A us tria .

Not since 1914 have the explosives o f in te rna tiona l conflagration 
been nearer to ig n ition . I ta ly  has m obiliz ied 40,000 troops on the 
A us tria n  border, hold ing them in  readiness fo r  any eventualities. Yugo­
s lav ia  has brought its  arm y to  the fro n tie r  where shots are reported 
to  have been fired. France and England make ominous pledges to guar­
antee A us tria n  “ independence” .

W hether the powder keg w h ich  Europe is w i l l  now go up in  explo­
sion and th ru s t hum an ity  in to  a bloody slaughter is s t i l l  unclear from  
reports in  the press. B u t ce rta in  i t  is  th a t the la test events in  A us tria  
have the makings o f another Sarejevo.

IM P E R IA LIS T  CONFLICTS U N D ER LIE  AUSTRIAN SITUA TIO N
There the tense s itua tion  w h ich  grips the w orld  in  a s tate of un­

ce rta in ty  expresses the congealing o f im p e ria lis t r iv a lr ie s  w h ich  are 
ra p id ly  approaching the one rem ain ing issue— w ar. The s trugg le  fo r  
m arkets, the trade  wars, the conflict over colonies and fields fo r  expan­
sion w h ich  have given way to the mad race fo r armaments underlie 
the earthquake th a t is rock ing A ustria .

W hatever credence one can place in  the denials o f Nazi officials th a t 
the Putsch o f th e ir  b ro ther m urderers to the South is a purely A us tria n  
a ffa ir  and th a t they are pursu ing a “ hands-off po licy” , the indub itab le  
fa c t remains th a t the A us tria n  Nazi movement is a creature of H itle r . 
Financed from  B e rlin  and M unich, furn ished w ith  tons o f propaganda 
from  Goebbels’ headquarters and given courage and in sp ira tion  by b e lli­
cose rad io  broadcasts against A us tria n  officials and government, the 
A us tria n  Nazis pressed fo rw a rd  w ith  the conviction th a t German Fas­
cism stood so lid ly  behind them.

H IT L E R ’S DESIRE FOR TH E  “ANSCHLUSS”
B u t i t  was no t fo r  fra te rn a l sym pathy alone th a t the Nazis in  Aus­

tr ia  counted on help from  Germany. The irre s is tib le  push o f German 
im peria lism  toi break out o f the boundaries o f Versailles to find new 
m arkets and to  re trieve her lost colonies drove tow ards the “ Anschluss”  
as the f irs t po in t of attack.

Recent events in  Germany lend con firm ation to the belief th a t the 
hand o f H it le r  has helped to engineer the V ienna putsch. The s tripp ing  
o f H it le r ’s regime o f its  m ain social support in  the decapitation of storm  
troop leaders and the e lim in a tio n  o f over a m illio n  and a h a lf1 S.A.s 
on the one hand and the sha tte ring  economic cris is  on the o ther has 
driven  H it le r  to  a po in t o f desperation where he knows th a t a fore ign 
em broglio is the on ly solution fo r his troubles.

The news th a t H it le r  has proceeded to the A us tria n  fro n tie r  and 
there ordered a ll roads on the border closed to  prevent a mass invasion 
o f A u s tria n  Nazis anxious to come to  the assistance o f th e ir  friends 
indicates on ly  th a t H itle r ite s  in  A u s tria  got out o f con tro l and broke 
the leading strings o f th e ir  B e rlin  masters. O r H it le r  is re trea ting  in  
fea r before the  in te rna tiona l frankenste in  th a t he has called in to  being, 
and fo r  w h ich  he is not prepared.

M USSO LINI OPPOSES N A ZI EXPANSION
Reports th a t M usso lin i is  massing troops on the Ita lia n  side ready 

to  m arch in to  A us tria  bear witness to the deep-going antagonism be­
tween German and Ita lia n  im peria lism . Ita lia n  cap ita lism  w i l l  have no 
tru c k  w ith  the proposition fo r  an “ anschluss” . T h e ir irre den tis t aim s 
and desire fo r  Balkan expansion and m arkets b ring  I ta ly  in to  v io len t 
opposition to any German designs on A us tria . M ore  than  tha t, M usso lin i 
is  ready fo r  w a r should the Nazis seize power in  A us tria .

France and England, w h ile  not m aking suchi be lligerent moves as 
I ta ly ,  according to United Press dispatches are considering a w a rn ing  
to Germany to respect A us trian  “ independence” . These im p e ria lis t 
brigands who have c u t A u s tr ia  in to  a fa n ta s tica lly  impossible economic 
u n it  have th e ir  own axe to g rind  in  the recent developments. N e ithe r 
France nor England w ant to  see e ither Germany o r I ta ly  too strong in  
cen tra l Europe. They are interested in m a in ta in in g  the d is tr ib u tio n  o f 
the booty— the balance o f power o r the status quo— as i t  was banded 
ou t in  Versailles in  1919.

WAR AGAINST SOVIET RUSSIA

The s in is te r cloud th a t hangs over the in te rna tiona l complications 
caused by the A us tria n  events is the danger th a t the plunder gangs 
now a t each others th roa ts  may bury th e ir  differences fo r  the tim e 
being and agree on H it le r ’s “ drang nach Osten” — an assault on Soviet 
Russia. The sudden leap o f I ta ly  ou t of the lap  o f the T r ip le  A lliance  
a t the outbreak of the la s t w o rld  w ar teaches us not to be too cock-sure 
o f alignm ents th a t seem most obvious.

The Nazis’ th ru s t fo r  power and the ensuing in te rna tiona l s itua tion  
raises the strugg le against the w ar danger in  the boldest re lie f. The 
decim ation o f the A us tria n  and German w o rk ing  class removes the 
strongest b u lw a rk  against another w o rld  slaughter. The d ifficu lties are 
great and the tasks greater, but tha  strugg le  o f the w o rk ing  class 
against w ar is the most cruc ia l issue o f the present moment.

Leon Trotsky in Danger

Rush Funds for Cannon-Shachtman Defense
Comrades Shachtman and Cannon have been arrested by the 

M inneapolis police, the firs t v ic tim s o f the te rr if ic  “ red”  ba iting  
campaign unleashed by the bosses. In  th is  we witness once more 
the celebrated fram e-up methods of Am erican cap ita lism  h itt in g  
d ire c tly  a t the Communist League. B u t in  its  essence i t  is a part 
o f the general efforts to break the tru c k  d rive rs ’ s tr ike  and i f  
possible to crush th e ir  splendid figh ting  union.

The s tr ike  is solid. No trucks move. B u t the bosses bring  
in to  p lay th e ir most deadly weapons: the frame-up, armed police 
attacks and m a rtia l law .

Help is needed to defend our comrades against th is  dastard ly  
fram e-up. Rush funds im m ediate ly to the M il ita n t  office.

Local 574 on Martial Law
(Reprin ted from  The Organizer, Ju ly  25, 1934)

There is increasing ta lk  about establishing m a rtia l law  in  M innea­
polis. Some reports even indicate the poss ib ility  o f m a rtia l law  being 
established by the tim e th is  issue of The O rganizer is on the press. 
The thousands of N a tiona l Guardsmen encamped in  the c ity  are to take 
contro l in the present s tr ik e  s itua tion  and regulate a l l a c tiv ity  by force 
o f th e ir  m ilita ry  a u th o rity  and arms.

The establishment of m a rtia l law  means a recognition tha t a state 
o f w a r exists w h ich cannot be dealt w ith  by the o rd ina ry  police au thor­
ities. And, in  a certa in  sense, i t  cannot be denied th a t a state of w a r 
does exist in  M inneapolis. I t  is a w a r in  w h ich thousands o f w o rk ing ­
men are figh ting  fo r  something more than a hard crust of bread fo r 
themselves and th e ir  fam ilies, figh ting  fo r  a r ig h t to live  lik e  human 
beings. I t  is a w ar of c rue lly  explo ited workingm en against a predatory 
band of business barons who s t i l l  th in k  they can ru le  over labor like  
the feudal lords ruled over the serfs— barons o f commerce and finance 
who are set up on bring ing  to th e ir  knees the slaves who are determ ined 
to stand up like  men.

In  th is  w a r of poverty against wealth, o f labo r against capita l, 
there is no room fo r a "N o M an’s Land” ' of n e u tra lity . You are either 
on the side of the men and th e ir  fam ilies who refuse any longer to  live  
on fourteen, o r twelve, or ten do lla rs a week, o r you are on the side of 
the men who refuse to g rant them a higher wage. You are e ither on 
the side o f the men who strike, or you are on the side of those who 
w ant to smash the strike. You are e ither fo r the r ig h t to peaceful p ick­
eting, o r you are fo r  the “ r ig h t”  of the police to massacre the pickets. 
You are e ither fo r  the r ig h t o f the workers to organize th e ir  own Union 
to defend themselves, or you are fo r  the “ r ig h t”  o f the employers to 
crush the Union.

Whom and w hat w i l l  they protect? We never asked fo r  protection 
from  the Guard. We have no “ p ro pe rty ”  to protect. The employers 
have. I t  is th e ir  properties and th e ir  promts extorted from  our labor 
th a t Tiley w ant protected. I t  is th e ir  scabs, and th e ir scab trucks, sent 
out to rob us of our bread, th a t they w ant protected. We never called 
fo r  the troops. The employers d id. We ca ll fo r th e ir  w ith d ra w a l.

The employers a re  desperate, and whatever noise you hear from  
them is w h is tlin g  in the dark to keep up courage. We have sewed them 
up and they know it .  T h e ir proudest boast is th a t they have been able 
to  make 22 tr ip s  in  one day, under the heaviest police convoys. That 
means less than one-fourth o f one per cent o f the  num ber o f tr ip s  made 
per norm al day in  M inneapolis, based on the conservative figure of 3,000 
trucks involved in  the strike , which usually make a m in im um  of 3 tr ips  
a day! We don’t  need the Guard to stop §cab trucks. B u t the employ­
ers need i t  to convoy them through.

Is  i t  “ r io ts ”  tha t the Guard w i l l  prevent? Scabs and scab tru ck  
movements— these cause rio ts . Police shooting down unarmed workers 
— th is  causa rio ts . W here there is no scab o r police interference—  
there is quiet. Look at the im posing dem onstration o f 40,000 workers 
at H enry Ness’ fune ra l yesterday where, w ith o u t a 'policeman in  sight, 
the workers themselves m aintained perfect order du rin g  the ceremony 
and a ll along the line  o f march.

A nother illus ion  tha t prevails among employers is th a t i f  the Guard 
is sent in to  action, tha t means the defeat of the s trike . F ig h tin g  574 
has no such idea ! The only ones who can defeat th is  s tr ik e  are the 
s trike rs  themselves. T h e ir cause is lost i f  they weaken, i f  they break 
ranks, i f  they lose th e ir  figh ting  sp ir it. And th is  is ju s t w hat they w ill 
not do.

We know from  rich  experience: Clumsy, cow ard ly scabs cannot 
move trucks. Policemen’s clubs cannot move trucks. Deputies’ badges 
cannot move trucks. Guardsmen’s bayonets, tear-gas guns o r trench 
helmets cannot move trucks. Yes, not even fie ld a r t il le ry  has even been 
known to move trucks.

You need truck drivers and helpers and platform men and inside men 
to move trucks.

And they are a ll in  the ranks o f 7574.
And th a t’s where they are going to stay.
And under its  banner they are going to w in.
No force has yet been produced th a t can rob them of v ic to ry  unless 

they vo lu n ta r ily  subm it to the ty ranny  of the employers, unless they 
surrender.

Only cowards surrender— but Union men f ig h t !
And the men o f 574 are Union men!

Farm Workers Strike in Ohio Shows Militancy

Gringoire, the police paper o f 
Carbuccia-Chlappe, publishes the 
fo llo w in g  note in  its  issue of June 
15:

“ M. S arrua t not on ly protects the 
m urderer of Bonnefoy-Sibour. He 
also protects T ro tsky.

“ One b righ t m orn ing we read in 
the newspapers th a t the revo lu tion­
a ry  a g ita to r had crossed' the border 
in to  Sw itzerland. T h is  report was 
incorrect. H e lives in  a l i t t le  house 
where he continues to dream o f

(Continued on Page 4)

V IC T IM  DENOUNCES POLICE  
LIE S

Simon Barach, badly wounded 
by police thugs yesterday, is now 
in  General H osp ita l, where he is­
sued the fo llow ing  statem ent:

“ The o u trig h t lie  published in  
las t n ig h t’s S ta r, th a t I  to ld  the 
police th a t Com m unist p a rty  lead­
ers said I  would get a good job 
i f  I  jo ined the s trike , I  w ish  to 
re fu te  absolutely. I  made no 
statement to the press o r to po­
lice stenographers beyond g iv ing  
m y name and address. I  have 
ta lked to  no Communist pa rty  
leaders.

“ I  was not pa id a red cent to 
p icket fo r  574, nor do I  expect to 
receive anyth ing. I  am a mem­
ber o f the M inneapolis Centra l 
Council of W orkers, organization 
of employed and unemployed. 
Realizing th a t 574’s ba ttle  is the 
ba ttle  of a ll M inneapolis workers 
against th e ir  common oppressors, 
I  was more than glad to do my 
parti on the picket line. I  w i l l  
a lways hold m yself in  readiness 
to figh t fo r  the w o rk ing  class—  
anywhere.”

(S igned) Simon Barach.

Frisco League is 
Firm in W ave 
of Boss Terror

San Francisco. —  J u ly  22. —  A l­
though the police and police-backed 
“ v ig ila n te ”  committees have opened 
a new and sudden a ttack  on ra d i­
cals throughout the San Francisco 
Bay D is tr ic t, new members have 
been gained and new ac tiv ities  un­
dertaken by the Communist League 
here. The morale o f the Bay D is ­
t r ic t  organizations has been un­
shaken, in  spite o f a ttacks on 
every rad ica l group in  the d is tr ic t. 
Three new members jo ined the Oak­
land u n it and one the San F ranc­
isco un it. F in a l w o rk  is being 
done, preparatory to pub lica tion  o f 
the f irs t issue o f the Western M ili­
tant, which w i l l  appear in  the im ­
mediate fu tu re  th rough the com­
bined efforts o f the Oakland, R ich­
mond and San Francisco units. The 
League branches and the Spartacus 
Youth  League o f S. F. have s t if ­
fened up th e ir  organizations w ith ­
out loss of membership.

The te rro r  campaign here has 
been no m ild' one. Police, backed 
up by tw o truckloads o f N a tiona l 
Guardsmen, armed w ith  machine 
guns, raided the M arine W orkers' 
In d u s tr ia l Union headquarters and 
arrested everyone there, more than 
100 workers. “ V ig ila n te ”  com m it­
tees, consisting o f p la in  clothes 
men and hired thugs ra ided andl 
wrecked every Communist p a rty  
ha ll, I.W .O., I.L .D ., and workers 
club in  the region, w recking them in  
the w ors t hoodlum, style, smashing 
everyth ing in  the rooms, tearing  
books to pieces, smashing ty p e w rit­
ers, mimeographs and fu rn itu re . A f ­
te r ra id in g  the ha lls  o f the C.P. the 
headquarters of thè I.W .W . were 
com pletely destroyed. P ro le tarian  
P a rty  and Socialist P a rty  ha lls 
were attacked.

Home of Leogue Organizer Wrecked
The T riang le  Press, where the 

Western Worker, C. P. organ and 
other rad ica l papers and leaflets 
are published was “ m ysteriously”  
burned to  the ground. H a lls  tha t 
Communists rented were either 
wrecked o r the owners terrorized. 
In  Richm ond the home of Comrade 
Hesser, organizer o f the League 
branch, was v is ited by five v ig i­
lantes whom the comrades drove 
off. The next day f i f ty  came and 
completely wrecked his home and 
auto, smashing every piece of fu r ­
n itu re  in  the house. They wrecked' 
his car and placed a sign on the 
ru ins— “ T h is  Was a Red’s Car” .

B ricks, wrapped w ith  w arn ing 
notes were th row n  through the w in ­
dows o f homes o f known Commu­
nists and Socialists in  Berkeley and 
Oakland, signed by the “ Berkeley 
N a tiona ls” , and ind iv idua ls  were

(Continued on Page 4)

40,000 Join 
Mass Funeral 
for Harry Ness

(Reprin ted from  The Organizer, 
Ju ly  25, 1934)

One of the most solemn and im ­
pressive gatherings ever witnessed 
in  the c ity  o f M inneapolis, was seen 
when 40,000 workingmen( and wo­
men assembled to pay tr ib u te  to the 
firs t m a rty r of Local 574, Henry B. 
Ness.

Men and th e ir fam ilies, from  ev­
ery trade and industry , Union men 
and unorganized, employed and un­
employed, came from  a ll parts of 
the c ity  to honor the firs t man to 
give his li fe  so tha t others m ight 
live, the fearless w a rr io r who was 
shot down in  cold blood by Johan­
nes, the M urderer, shot in  the back 
by cowards who dared not face him.

Not a policeman was in  s ight as 
the g rim  thousands gathered at the 
ca ll o f 574. S ta rtin g  from  the fu n ­
era l pa rlo r, they marched to the 
s trike  headquarters at the old Su- 
torious Garage, packing the streets 
u n t il not a person could squeeze 
through. In  fro n t of the headquar­
ters, a tem porary stand h a il been 
erected and a broadcasting appar­
atus set up, from  w h ich last t r ib ­
utes were paid the heroic m arty r.

W illia m  S. B row n president of 
Local 574, spoke about the figh ter 
whom he had known so w e ll and 
who was so beloved by a ll the men. 
He was so overcome w ith  emotion 
as he spoke about the man by whose 
side he had fough t many good ba t­
tles, th a t he was unable to say 
more than a few  b rie f words.

A lb e rt Goldman, the noted labor 
a ttorney from  Chicago who is now 
attached to the Union’s legal staff, 
fo llowed him  on the tribune. In  
solemn), well-chosen words, he ex­
coriated the m urderers o f the dead 
man, not on ly those who shot h im  
down, bu t those h igher up who had 
given the orders fo r  his assassina­
tion.

The last speaker was Chaplain 
Nelson o f the Post of the N ationa l 
Veterans’ Association to  w h ich  
Henry Ness had belonged. H is  in ­
vocation was a touching tr ib u te  to 
the in tre p id  soldier who had so 
fearlessly fough t fo r  h im self, h is 
fam ily , and Cor his brothers— fo r 
his Union.

The echo of the last address hav­
ing  died down, the massed thou­
sands wheeled in to  m arch ing col­
umns behind the coffin of the dead. 
F o llow ing them was a cavalcade of 
hundreds upon hundreds o f auto­
mobiles filled  w ith  workingm en who 
swung in to  line.

So m agnificent and s ta rtlin g  a 
dem onstration has not been seen in  
M inneapolis in  years. By the tens 
of thousands, the workers o f M in ­
neapolis displayed a so lid a rity  w ith  
574 and its  m a rty r w h ich flung in to  
the teeth of th e ir detractors the lie  
th a t the labor movement o f the c ity  
is not behind the truckers and in ­
side men on s trike . B y the tens o f 
thousands, the workers of M innea­
polis showed th e ir hatred and hor­
ro r  o f the m urderous attacks o f the 
police and the masters from  whom 
they take th e ir  orders. By the tens 
o f thousands, the-M inneapolis w o rk­
ers bowed th e ir  heads a t the grave 
o f a hero and soldier o f the labor 
movement.

Farew ell, body of H enry Ness!
H a il, your im m orta l figh ting  s p ir­

i t !
*  *  *

Goldman's Speech
In  my years of experience-defend­

ing workers caught in  the clutches 
of cap ita lis t class justice, I  have 
come to know w e ll the b ru ta lity  o f 
police officers against pickets and 
w orkers’ demonstrations. N o w ,  
from  an exam ination of the ava il­
able evidence, I  am convinced tha t 
i f  ever anyone was g u ilty  o f m a li­
cious, premeditated m urder and 
attem pt to  m urder, i t  was the po­
lice  .who fired  a t the pickets last

(Continued on Page 4)

B ryan , Ohio, J u ly  19.— W orkers 
in  the w o rld ’s largest onion fields, 
in  southern Ohio, have been figh t­
ing  a tenacious and unyie ld ing 
strugg le  fo r  over a month.

The s tr ike  has been m et w ith  the 
most savage b ru ta lity  by the bosses. 
A n a rm y of strike-breakers and de­
puties w ith  guns, gas bombs, and 
clubs have been m obilized against 
the strikers. Two pickets have

been shot and a great many gassed 
and clubbed. The ja ils  are filled 
w ith  strikers. In  a recent flare-up 
in  m ilitancy, fifteen more pickets 
were arrested a fte r a courageous 
figh t against deputies and s tr ik e ­
breakers who fired  on them from  
trucks.

The workers who fo rm erly  worked 
fo r e ight to twelve cents an hour, 
are demanding $2.80 fo r an eight- 
hour day.

Drivers Ranks 
Solid Despite 
Provocation

(B y  W ire )
M INNEAPOLIS, July 26.— W ith 

the declaration of m artial law, 
Minneapolis police began a howl­
ing red-scare and arrested Com­
rade James P. Cannon, editor of 
the M ilitant and Comrade Max 
Shacbtnuui, editor of the New 
International today.

The arrest of these leaders of 
the Communist League of Ameri­
ca, in Minneapolis covering the 
strikei situation for the M ilitant 
and the New International, took 
on a sinister aspect when it be­
came known that they were held 
by aut'.iorities without charges.

A ll the earmarks of a frame-up 
were present in the case in the 
announcement by police that 
“they had seized a large quantity 
of radical literature in a room 
occupied by one of the men.”

*  «  *

The New Y ork  branch o f the 
Communist League o f Am erica has 
arranged a mass meeting to 
protest the a rrest o f comrades 
Cannon and Shachtman. Large 
numbers of revo lu tiona ry  workers 
w ill ja m  Irv in g  Plaza ha ll, where 
the meeting w i l l  be held' on Sunday, 
Ju ly  29th a t 8 P.M. Reports have 
a rrived  here th a t s im ila r protest 
meetings are to be held In  several 
other cities.

*  *  *

(B y  W ire )
M inneapolis, Ju ly  26. —  M a rtia l

law  was proclaimed here today by 
Farm er-Labor Governor, F loyd  B. 
Olson, in  an e ffo rt to  break the 
general s tr ik e  of d rivers and help­
ers w h ich  is now rounding ou t its  
second week, undaunted by police 
m urders and bosses’ provocations.

4,000 N a tiona l Guardsmen were 
placed in  the streets, w h ich means 
th a t Governor Olson considers th is  
ba ttle  of w orkingm en fo r  better 
conditions and recognition o f th e ir  
union to be a “ State o f insurrec­
tion .”

“ Bodies of men” , said Governor 
Olson, “ together by force have a t­
tempted to break and resist the 
laws o f th is  state, im p e rillin g  the 
lives, health and property  and gen­
era l w e lfa re  o f the citizens of M in ­
neapolis and Hennepin County, and 
the c iv i l au thorities  thereof are 
w ho lly  unable to cope w ith  the sit­
uation o r to preserve and m a in ta in  
law  and order.”

Protect Whose Lives?
W hile  the meaning of th is  m o ti­

vation fo r  the declaration o f m ar­
t ia l law  remains unclear fo r  the 
moment, in te rp re ta tion  was w ide­
spread here th a t the statement re­
gard ing the im p e rillin g  of the 
health and property o f M inneapolis 
could be construed to mean the 
m oving of trucks w ith  troop  con­
voys to protect them against the 
strikers. There is likew ise some 
uncerta in ty  here as to whether the 
rem ark on the protection o f lives 
is a b it  o f demagogy, a t w h ich  O l­
son is so adept, in  order to deceive 
the d rive rs  th a t the troops have 
been called out to protect them, o r 
whether i t  is  a s ly  h in t to the em­
ployers th a t scab trucks  w i l l  move 
w ith o u t the casualties caused by 
the “ indiscreet”  police force.

Olson did  not Say w hat he meant 
by “ law  and order”  bu t s tr ike rs  
and large sections o f the population 
here have come to  understand th is  
term  in  the lig h t o f the premedi­
tated a ttack  on defenseless w o rk­
ers by murderous thugs in  blue 
coats last F riday.

M a rt ia l law  was declared here 
a fte r the bosses had turned down 
the proposals o f Federal m ediators 
to a rb itra te  the strike. These p ro­
posals, inc lud ing  an election to de­
term ine whether the union sha ll be 
en titled  to represent the men in  
collective bargaining, tha t the 
s tr ike  be called off and a ll workers 
on the payro ll as of Ju ly  17 be re-

(Continued on Page 3)

PROTEST
MEETING

Against the Murder of Minneapolis Strikers and the 
Arrest of James P. Cannon and Max Shachtman
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Jnnday July 29, 1934 at 8 p.m.



THE M T TÏANT

I REVIEWING 
| THE NEWS
“Democratic” Law and Order

From  the Pacific Coast the cap i­
ta lis t press reported armed v ig i­
lantes (Boss te rm  fo r  s trikeb reak­
ers) smashing up workers ha lls  
and homes, beating up men and wo­
men, destroying property w ith  the 
fu l l  approval and armed support of 
the ca p ita lis t state. F rom  Seattle 
comes the story o f 3./400 N a tiona l 
Guards armed w ith  machine guns, 
rifles, tear-gas, vomit-gas and lig h t 
how itzers m oving on to a ttack p ick­
eting s trike rs . A fte r  lis tin g  the 
streng th  o f the armed forces o f the 
bosses the report concludes: "a 
s tr ik in g  seaman was arrested and 
found to  be ca rry ing  a kn ife .”  Here 
is the content of cap ita lis t demo­
cracy. H ow itzers, gas and machine 
guns to  defend the  pro fits  of the 
boss— arrest fo r  the s tr ik in g  w orker 
wbo carried' a kn ife .

P A C K »

“And the Ass Spake”
Since the tim e when “ God opened 

the m outh o f Baalam ’s ass and the 
ass spake”  o ther asses w ith  collars 
turned backward have had th e ir  
mouths opened o r shut as the occa­
sion required by th e ir  God and mas­
ter, B ig  Business. Despite the gen­
e ra l m oronic qua lities  o f ’’gentle­
men o f the c lo th ”  I  re a lly  believe 
th a t the Rev. James J. H enry, d is­
cussing the general s trike , has 
reached a depth o f ass in in ity  th a t 
i t  w i l l  be hard to beat. T h is  pa r­
t ic u la r servant o f C h ris t is  doing 
his "soul-saving”  a t the P ark  Ave. 
Episcopal M ethodist Church. L is ten 
to the Times report o f the Reverend 
“ d r iv in g  the money changers from  
the tem ple” . Radicals who attack 
the  government w h ile  en joy ing its  
pro tection were condemned. “ We 
even give people perm ission to stand 
on our streets, besm irch our laws 
and’ pour contem pt upon our in s ti­
tu tions w h ile  our own officers of the 
law  pro tect them.”  ( I ’d lik e  to give 
the .Reverend P arasite a l i t t le  of 
th a t p ro tection .) M r. H enry re­
la ted a story o f an Am erican man­
u fa c tu re r who, find ing  his p lan t 
picketed by s trike rs , in v ited  them 
to  go fish ing w ith  h im . M any d id  
so and the nex t day the men re­
turned to  w ork. “ B u t,”  says the 
Reverend Longears, “ you can’t  trea t 
rad ica ls and reds th a t way. They 
have no lo ya lty  to our ins titu tions. 
T h e ir boast is th a t they are c it i­
zens o f the w o rld .”  A fte r  th is  bray 
he w ent on to  show th a t the w orld  
was an economic u n ity  w ith  each 
na tion depending on others fo r food, 
raw  m ateria ls  and m anufactured 
goods. In  o the r words he showed 
the economic basis fo r  being “ c it i­
zens o f the w o rld ” . H is  f ina l word 
was to advise listeners who were 
leaving New York/ to attend some 
o ther “ hop jo in t ”  even i f  i t  d idn ’t 
belong to  the M ethodist syndicate. 
W ha t strange, craw ling  creatures 
fa tte n  under decaying cap ita lism !

•  *  *

“It  is Reported"
“ H it le r  a prisoner” , screamed the 

D aily Worker. The source of th e ir 
news, according to themselves, is 
from  General Motors in  B e rlin  by 
cable to J. P. M organ, and from  
M organ by “ au then tic  w ord”  to  the 
D aily Worker. I  suppose th a t as 
soon as M organ got the cable he 
s a id : “ B y George! I  m ust ca ll up 
H athaw ay about th is .”  However, 
as the Freilieit says, “ i f  i t  wasn’t  
tru e  yesterday i t  w i l l  be tom orrow .”  
A nd so l ik e  the Am erican corres­
pondent in  the movie “ V iva  V il la ” , 
the Daily Worker scored a scoop 
even i f  the action is somewhat de­
layed.

*  *  •

W ar and O il
Some years ago when Am erican 

m arines were k ille d  a t Socony H i l l  
in  China some Am erican libera ls 
asked w hy should U n ited States 
soldiers d ie  defending the robber 
w ealth  o f S tandard O il Co. o f New 
York. Standard O il Co. doesn’t  in ­
s is t on using only U. S. soldiers to 
do its  d ir ty  w ork. Paraguay has 
placed a m em orial before the 
League o f Nations charging th a t the 
Standard O il Co. is paying the Bol­
iv ia n  arm y to hold its  Chaco o il 
fields. The m em orial states th a t 
the B o liv ian  o il concessions to 
S tandard O il have increased from  
386,000 to  2,703,000 square m iles 
since the w a r began. W e don’t  
know w hat o il company is financing 
the Paraguayan arm y bu t we do 
know th a t the “ pa trio ts ”  and “ her­
oes”  who are dy ing in  the Chaco 
swamps are tools o f the same or 
s im ila r in terests to  those who sent 
the N a tiona l Guards to  shoot down 
s tr ik in g  workers in  Am erica.

•  *  •

Roosevelt? No, Loves tone
“In  addition to our economic in­

terest we have a very v ita l p o litica l 
Interest in Cuba. . . . We snatched 
Cuba from  Spain because i t  fitted  
into our dream o f empire.”  (M y  em­
phasis— B ) Workers Age, J u ly  15.

“As an A m erican speaking to 
Americans, I  do not feel i t  appro­
priate to make suggestions to those 
South o f the R io  Grande. I  w ant 
rather to  say a few  words about 
what we Americans should do as a 
people, i f  we w ish to  promote bet­
ter relations w ith  our neighbors to 
the south.” B ert (Wolfe, Workers 
Age, Ju ly  15. —B ILL.

SUBSCRIBE TO TH E M IL IT A N T .

C iv il L ib erties  U n d er  
The New Deal

Liberty Under the New Deal—The
Record for 1933.34. Published by
the C iv il L ibe rties  Union.
T h is  pamphlet, issued by the 

C iv il L ibe rties  Union in June, 1934 
suffers obviously fro m  the fac t tha t 
i t  could not include in  its  report 
the red-ba iting  and labo r ha ting  
te rro r th a t is  now going on in  San 
Francisco and other c ities o f the 
W est Coast. A  very de fin ite  sho rt­
coming, however, o f the pamphlet—  
L ib e rty  Under the New Deal— is 
th a t overbearing evidence is ad- 
uced from  cases in  w h ich  the C. L. 
U. was d ire c tly  involved. M atters 
being so, the review, o f necessity, 
suffers fro m  an a ll too onesided ap­
proach to the general question o f 
lib e rty  o r repression under the New 
Deal.

M ilitan t Tone
A ll in  a l l the pam phlet strikes a 

fa ir ly  m ilita n t tone. Despite sec­
tion  7a o f the N R  A  and despite a ll 
the b labbering o f the various 
shades o f p ink  in  the labor move­
ment as to labor, a t last, com ing 
in to  its  own, i t  is c learly  pointed 
out th a t the government in  so fa r  
as i t  has interceded in  recent s trike  
struggles, has done so exclusively 
on the side o f the bosses.

The pam phlet is  summarized un­
der various headings such as : 
Courts, Laws, Strikes, Labor In ­
junctions, A liens, etc., etc. The 
findings under some of these head­
ings is th a t a la rge r share o f l ib ­
era l op in ion had prevailed in  th is  
last year than heretofore. The C iv­
i l  L ibe rties  Union is p a rticu la r ly  
happy over the A d m in is tra tio n ’s ac­
t iv ity  w ith  regard to the Am erican 
Ind ians. The b il l restoring  Ind ian  
tr ib a l lands and t r ib a l autonomy, 
etc., is described in  the report as 
a “ milestone on the road to the In ­
dians’ recovering th e ir  los t inde­
pendence.”  Also, the repo rt com­
ments favo rab ly  on the A dm in is tra ­
tion 's a ttitud e  tow ards the A m er­
ican colonies.

Roosevelt’s Terror
Lynchings in  the past year have 

jumped from  ten the previous year 
to twenty-eight.. Troops have been 
called out in  5 states against s t r ik ­
ers. Over fo r ty  in junc tions  have 
been issued by state courts res tric t- 
ting  o r suspending the r ig h t to o r­
ganize, s tr ike  o r to  p icket. More 
than 15 s trike rs  have been k ille d  
and over 200 wounded on picket 
lines o r in  demonstrations. Sever­
a l hundred have been arrested. ( I t  
must again be borne in  m ind th a t 
the pub lica tion  date o f the report 
is June, 1934). S trikes or th re a t­
ened s tr ike s  have m arked a ll the 
great unorganized industries. The

police, i t  is found, have been the 
most active agents o f in terference 
w ith  the r ig h ts  to meet, speak, dis­
tr ib u te  lite ra tu re  and to p icket in  
strikes. A  b i l l  intended to pe rm it 
p o lit ic a l refugees asylum in  the 
U n ited States was so changed as to 
confine its  provisions solely to re­
actionary Russians— Czarists and 
enemies o f the Soviet Union. The 
C. L . U. fough t fo r  the veto o f the 
b ill but i t  was signed.

A  sign ificant item  under the head­
ing, A liens, is  th a t where the re ­
p o rt points ou t th a t the Labor De­
partm ent’s po licy has been “ some­
w hat modified by the d isa ffilia tion  
o f the Trade Union U n ity  League 
from  the Red In te rna tiona l o f L a ­
bor Unions.”  The price paid fo r  
Am erican recogn ition o f Soviet Rus­
sia has, a t least, “ helped”  F ra n k  
Borich, secretary o f the N ationa l 
M iners Union who had deportation 
proceedings cancelled as a d irec t 
resu lt o f the d isa ffilia tion .

Why the Omissions?
And here pe rm it us a few c r i t i ­

cisms o f the C iv il L ibe rties  Union 
which procla im s to he non-partisan 
but goes ou t of its  way in  its  e f­
fo rts  to  achieve a rapproaclnncnt, 
w ith  the S ta lin is ts . Under tha t 
same heading, A liens, one expected 
to find a review— nay— a mere men­
tion  o f the Belussi case w ith  wh ich 
the C. L. U. was involved. Not a 
word. In  Los Angeles A. L. W irin , 
Beardsley and other lawyers con­
nected w ith  the Union were in s tru ­
m ental in  ge tting  a reverse deci­
sion on appeal in  an an ti-p icketing  
case where one o f our comrades, 
E ls ie Meyers, was involved —  no 
m ention. In  San Francisco where 
our comrades were arrested and de­
fended by A ustin  Lewis— no men­
tion . B u t i f  some paper v ic to ry—  
by now en tire ly  in  the lim bo o f 
memory on ly— by the N a tiona l M in ­
ers Union in  Gallup, N. M., i t  is 
hailed as “ notable among the gains 
of unionism .”  The w inn ing  of a 
figh ting  un ion by the M inneapolis 
truck  drivers, the heroic battles of 
the Toledo workers— no m en tion ! 
There were no S ta lin is ts  there.

The sins o f the pamphlet are in  
the main sins of omission. I t  would 
serve l i t t le  purpose here to debate 
w ith  the C. L . U. its  “ idea l”  con­
ception o f government, its  fig h tin g  
fo r the righ ts  of a ll— Nazis in c lud ­
ed. One can, however, hope th a t in  
the fu tu re  such reviews, as the pre­
sent, w i l l  begin to p ic tu re  events 
in  the U n ited  States through th e ir  
own reflection and not from  
the dis to rted reflections of the 
crazy m irro rs  of Stalin ism .

— GLEE.

QUESTION
BOX

COMRADE B-d, N e w a rk .—  The 
p ro le ta ria t in  th is  country is made 
up as fo llo w s : (1929 figures, wage
and salary earner’s— in' thousands)
A g ric u ltu ra l ...............................  2,027
E le c tric  lig h t and power, gas 330
M in ing  .......................................... 1,054
M anufacturing  ............................9,890
Construction .............................  1,300
T ransporta tion  ............................2,905
Com m unication .......................  533
Trade ............................................ 5,502
Finance ........................................ 1,422
Government ...............................  3,003
Service .......................................... 4,858
Miscellaneous ...........................  2,255

T o ta l ....................................... 35,205
There are about 6 m illio n  owners 

and tenant farm ers, and 1,050,000 
owners o f re ta il stores. T h is  la tte r  
figure having been 1,510,007 in  

.1929.
*  *  *

SARA ,\Y., N. Y.— Where d id  you 
hear tha t the S ta lin is ts  had three 
positions on the Saar plebiscite? 
Vou m ust have reference to the A p­
peal to the Saar W orkers by the 
1. S. where i t  s ta tes : “ A t  f irs t they 
(the  S ta lin is ts— ed.) stood uncon­
d itio n a lly  fo r  re tu rn  to Germany, 
then they spouted ho llow  phrases 
about a Soviet Germany and fina lly  
in  the last hour came out. fo r the 
status quo.”

Apparently, the firs t tw o are bu t 
tw o  faces of the same coin, i f  
(Resolution of the Presid ium  o f the 
Communist In te rna tiona l, adopted 
A p r i l 1, 1933) ’’the establishment of 
an open fascist d ic ta to rsh ip  . . . ac­
celerates the ra te of Germany’s de­
velopment towards pro le ta rian  rev­
o lu tion ,”  then the best th in g  fo r  
the Saar workers would be a re­
tu rn  to “ revo lu tiona ry ”  Germany. 
Th is is the logic o f the f irs t posi­
tion  held by the S ta lin ists, and ta lk  
of a Soviet Germany is merely a 
pa rt o f it .

i t  is, o f course, impossible fo r us 
to give you any offic ia l reason fo r 
the change because the S ta lin is ts  
s im p ly don't give any. In  an a r­
tic le  en titled  ’’The Communist Po­
s itio n  in  the Saar Question”  (D aily  
W orker, J u ly  19, 1934) a certa in  W. 
M ue lle r condemns the "B ack to 
Germany”  slogans as fo llow s : “ To 
advocate union w ith  H it le r  Ger­
many would mean to beti’ay the 
workers, would mean to advocate 
th e ir being placed under the heel 
of H it le r  fascism” ; and then he 
fa ils  to  exp la in  the change in  posi­
tion  as fo llo w s : “ They (the  C. P.-— 
ed.) declare most em phatically . . . 
th a t the Communists are m aking a 
'volte face’, th a t the tactics pursued 
by the Communists in  the Saar 
were and are correct. They could 
no t make the tac tica l decision they 
are now m aking s ix  months o r a 
year ago, because the development 
o f the class forces and the sudden 
o r unexpected tu rns in  events be­
fore the ho ld ing of the plebiscite 
m igh t have rendered i t  necessary 
to adopt another a ttitu d e  in  the 
Saar question.”  (Can you make 
head o r ta i l  o f th is  hodge-podge?)

W hy the change, s t i l l  remains un­
answered. The tu rn  cannot be at- 
tr ib u le d  to a change in  the S ta l­
in is t position concerning the pres­
ent s itua tion  in  Germany. The 
same W. M ue lle r s ta tes : “ W ith  the 
tactics they are adopting, the Com­
munists de liberate ly tu rn  the a tten­
tion  o f the pro le tarians in  the Saar 
D is tr ic t  and of a ll countries to the 
revo lu tiona ry  upsurge w h ich  is ta k ­
ing  place under the leadership of 
the C.P.G.”

Can the change be a ttribu ted  to 
pressure from  the workers. Th is 
may be a factor.

However, the most like ly  o f rea­
sons, in  harmony w ith  the entire 
S ta lin is t na tiona lis tic  approach, is 
the fac t th a t the Soviet Union 
stands ready to jo in  the League of 
Nations which now nom inally rules 
the Saar.

Goethals - Strikebreaker
. .  An elaborate m ilita ry  plan fo r 
breaking the proposed general 
s trike  of the ra ilroa d  unions th ir ­
teen years ago was revealed to the 
press th is  week by M a jo r E lih u  
Church, who assisted M a jo r Gen. 
George W. Goethals, engineer in 
charge of Panama Canal, in  pre­
pa ring  the plan.

Had the s tr ike  taken place, i t  
was planned to in s titu te  m a rtia l 
law  in  a l l strateg ic areas, requis i­
tion  a l l trucks, and set aside roads 
fo r  the sole use o f the strikebreak­
ing  m ilita ry .

Goethals and Church were then 
members o f the P o rt of New Y ork  
A u th o rity . Among the steps car­
ried  ou t was a census, worked' out 
w ith  m otor vehicle au thorities  in 
New Y ork  and New Jersey, “ o f ev­
ery m otor tru c k  in  the c ity  and 
th e ir capacities in  term s of ton- 
m iles on a tw en ty -fo u r hour basis” . 
“ M il ita ry  au thorities  o f both states, 
as w e ll as of the regu la r arm y,”  
said Church, “ were consulted and a 
plan worked out fo r  the  strateg ic 
use o f ava ilab le  troops to  act as 
convoys fo r  the food trucks.”

L ike  the San Francisco and M in ­
neapolis authorities. General Goeth­
als planned to break the s tr ik e  un­
der the guise o f transporting  food'.

Militant
B uilders
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Second Drive Ends
Local New York In the Lead.
The second Club P lan Sub drive 

wh ich ends August 1st has brought 
in a to ta l o f 453 new subscribers 
up to the present w r it in g . A  few  
more are expected before the fina l 
date, i f  George T ru h a r ’s le tte r is 
an ind ica tion . H e w rites, asking, 
“ Can I  send in  another 20 subs by 
m id n ig h t of Ju ly  31st?”

New Subs Last Week
B ronx  Spartacus Youth

Club 4
Bob Green (B ron x  B r.) 15
Cleveland B r. (T ru h a r)  28 
Chicago B ranch 8
M. V. Stone, P liila . 4
O. P., M ich. 4

63

Complete Record
Local New Y ork 95
Cleveland B ranch 66
Chicago’ B ranch 52
Minneapolis Branch 40
Los Angeles B ranch 36
Philadelph ia  Branch 16
Davenport Branch 12
P ittsbu rgh  Branch 12
Youngstown Branch 8
Boston Branch 8
Chicago Friends of the

M ilita n t Club 8
San Francisco B ranch 8
Constance N. 8
New Haven Branch 8
Toronto 4
M. N. Stone, P h ila . 4
Berkeley (K ogan) 4
A. S., N. Y. C. 4
O. P., Ludington, M ich. 4
Ben. L. and I .  P orter 4
Leeser 4
New Castle B ranch 4
New Castle B ranch 4
Newark B ranch 4
Oakland Branch 4
Springfield Branch 4
St. Louis Branch 4
Osborn, F risco 4
Toronto Branch 4
Toronto Youth Club 4
W aukegan Branch 4
Ross M oran 4
A. L . Rum ble 4
Jefferson R a il 4

Second D riv e  T o ta l 453 
F irs t  D rive  T o ta l 1014

Total for both drives 1467 
new subs.

O rg =Press
C am paign

T ha t the cap ita lis ts  are deter­
mined to break the resoluteness of 
the workers in  the present s trike  
wave was c learly  evidenced du ring  
the past week in  C a lifo rn ia  and in 
Minneapolis.

Wholesale arrests, unw arranted 
attacks on w orkers ’ halls, meeting 
places and offices; surprise ra ids on 
the homes o f ind iv idua ls  active  in  
the struggle. T h is  is the record of 
C a lifo rn ia  “ democracy”  du rin g  the 
past few days.

The workers’ on ly  response in  
th is  s itua tion  is O rganization. O r­
ganization is no abstraction. ,A 
liv in g  m atter, its  im portance is in  
the ideas i t  fosters and sponsors. 
In  the Communist League of A m er­
ica these ideas are the ideas o f 
M arx ism  and when you bu ild  the 
Communist League you s tr ike  a 
blow fo r  the present and the fu tu re  
of the revo lu tiona ry  movement. O ur 
Organiaztion-Press campaign has 
been conceived of as the weapon fo r 
th is  task. When you support us in 
th is  d rive  you s tr ike  a blow a t the 
w h ite  te rro r o f the bosses. 

Receipts
T o ta l reported thus fa r  . . . .  $360.58
T o ta l since last r e p o r t ........  53.60

as fo llo w s :
R. Herm ann, Chicago ...........$ 1.00
Podell, B rooklyn  .....................  1.00
M. Meisel ...................................  1.00
M anhattan Branch, N. Y ........ 1.55
M. M „ N.Y.C............................... 5.00

(fro m  B. Bass $1.50)
Stylus, B ronx  B r ....................  1.00
Local New Y ork  .....................  31.25

S terling  ...............$ 5.00
Manne ................. 10.00
E. R ....................... 5.00
J. W . pa rty  . . . .  11.25

C ollin , B rook lyn  ................... 1.00
Anonymous, N.Y.C..................... 1.00
Cleveland ( A b r a m s ) .......................80
Boston Branch (B'olan) ......... 1.00
Anonymous, N.Y.C..................... 1.00
Cleveland B ranch ...................  4.00
M. R., Los A ............................. 1.00
Boston B ranch (B o lan ) . . . .  1.50
A  Friend, N.Y.C.................................50

Special Note:
A ll those who have received cou­

pon books and have not yet re­
sponded o r returned the book, w i l l  
k in d ly  do so and so avoid the nec­
essity o f sending them a fo llow  up 
In  the last issue, an e rro r was 
made in  reporting  the re turns from  
New Y o rk  Local. The to ta l was 
$57,25 fo r  a l l the branches. N o t as 
i t  appeared, $57.25 in  add ition  to 
w hat the branches turned in . A n ­
o ther e rro r was the con tribu tion  
from  A. K on ikow  of Boston. I t  
should have been $5, not $15.
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New Castle Unemployed 
Organize

New Castle, Pa., Ju ly  23.— O ri­
g in a lity  and ve rs a tility  are tw o of 
the many qua lities wh ich the p ro­
gressive workers o f New Castle 
possess, i f  one is to  judge by th e ir  
record over many years. Th is tow n 
years ago had w hat was known as 
one o f the Reddest locals o f the 
Socialist P arty  in the country. I t  
elected a Socialist adm in is tra tion  
in  1909. In  the early  days, a local 
w orkers ’ press was published here, 
the name of which is s t i l l  w e ll re­
membered by the old tim ers. D u r­
ing  the W orld  W ar, a la rge local 
of the In d u s tr ia l W orkers o f the 
W orld flourished here and defied 
IKiliee repressions in  th e ir an ti-w a r 
a c tiv ity . The- local workers have 
likew ise d istinguished themselves 
by the great battles which they 
waged against tlie  Steel T rust, es­
pecia lly in  1909 and 1919. They 
took an aw fu l beating in  both 
s tr ikes ; the unions were success­
fu lly  broken up by a com bination 
o ftlie  strategy employed by the 
T ru s t and the tra ito ro us  maneou- 
vers o f the A. F. of L. skates in  the 
Amalgamated Association. In  edu­
cational a c tiv ity , the vanguard 
workers here have sponsored many 
forums and lectures w h ich  may 
well have become models fo r  the 
workingclass everywhere. A n d  
now, as i f  to crown th e ir fo rty -yea r 
labo r record, they have organized 
th e ir own unemployed organization, 
the ( "o-Operative W orkers o f A m eri­
ca.

Movement Under Way
The C. W. o f A. organized a t a 

mass m eeting held early  i l l  the 
spring of th is  year. The workers’ 
committees picked Easter Sunday as

Stalin Keeps His 
Promises

No one who 1ms read the N. Y. 
Times fo r Ju ly  20, w i l l  say tha t 
S ta lin  does not live  up to the com­
m itm ents which his righ thand  man 
L itv in o lf made lo  President Roose­
ve lt in  re tu rn  fo r recogn ition o f 
Soviet Russia. In  an a rtic le  by the 
New Y ork  Times, Ju ly  21, corres­
pondent fo r  Russia, H aro ld  Denny, 
discussing the Seventh W orld  Con­
gress of the Comintern, which i t  is 
stated w il l  be held in  the F a ll, the 
fo llow ing  comments are m ade:

“ An in teresting feature is tha t 
most o f the data on the coining 
meeting published in  Soviet press 
are trans la tions from  Communist 
publications in  o ther countries. 
T h is  is probably m otiva ted by a 
desire to make Moscow appear less 
the center of the w o rld  revo lu tion .”

We had always been given to 
understand th a t the Communist 
p a rty  o f the U.S.S.It. was the lead­
ing pa rty  o f the Communist In te r­
na tiona l and tha t its  - voice \yas 
most in flue n tia l in  shaping w o rld  
policies. T h is  fac t quoted in  the 
Times does not lead ns to change 
our position to the effect th a t some 
other p a rty  o f the Com intern has 
taken the place of the C.P.S.U.— i t  
w ou ldn ’t make much difference to 
exchange one corpse fo r another—■ 
bu t th a t the W orld  Congress, post­
poned fo r five years w i l l  merely be 
a rubber-stamp fo r  a l l the crimes of 
Stalin ism .

F u rth e r down the correspondent 
says “ i t  is in te resting  and perhaps 
sign ificant to note th a t not on ly the 
Soviet publications, but Communist 
pa rty  utterances, inc lud ing  state­
ments in  behalf of the Comintern 
do not m ention the United States.”

The interests o f the na tiona l pol­
icy of the ru lin g  clique in  the Sov­
ie t Union have developed to such a 
po in t where i t  has become possible 
fo r  the theoreticians o f the S ta lin  
regime to “ analyze”  the w orld  s it ­
ua tion and om it I he United States 
the economic and p o lit ic a l p ivo t of 
in te rna tiona l events today, from  
th e ir calculations.

B u t i t  is not always tha t the 
United States is le ft  out of consid­
eration .sometimes says Denny, 
“ Since recognition the tone o f the 
government and pa rty  has been ex­
trem ely fr ie n d ly  ( !)  towards us. . . 
News of strikes in  San Francisco 
and other Am erican cities is being 
published in  the press here, but 
w ith o u t comment.”

Communists, are arrested, ja ile d  
and beaten, headquarters are 
smashed, a general s tr ik e  such as 
Am erica has not seen fo r years 
shocks the bourgeoisie of the coun­
try  and then is betrayed. And the 
Soviet press has no th ing to say but 
publish the news. W hat a let-down 
since the days o f Lenin.

an appropria te  tim e, show ing th e ir  
contem pt fo r  “ days and seasons.”  
Since th a t date, the C. W . o f A. has 
been representing the in terests of 
the C.W.A. and the R.W .D. workers. 
Now th a t the T ru s t’s T in  P la te 
m ills  here have shut down to one- 
l ia l f  capacity, the C. W. o f A. sha ll 
represent the interests of every un­
employed w orker in  New Castle. 
Th is developed a t a mass meeting 
held Monday, Ju ly  23, a t Dean 
Park. A fte r  hearing a fine report 
fro m  th e ir  chairm an, and a s t ir r in g  
address from  one of th e ir m ilita n t 
organizers, the meeting got down to 
the business o f o rgan iz ing every 
ward in  the c ity  and the county 
d is tric ts  as we ll. W ard and tow n­
ship committees were named by the 
workers volunteering th e ir  services.

I t  is now in  order to estimate 
th is  organ ization ’s prospects and to 
prescribe o r describe certa in  condi­
tions unde w h ich  is can become out­
s tanding in  the labor movement. 
Provided th a t the C. W . of A . can 
fu l f i l l  certa in  conditions, its  fu tu re  
is b righ t, as i t  appears th a t the 
United States is  entering a new 
epoch o f class struggles. The Gov­
ernment is da ily  revealing the ac­
tua l content of the new deal. The 
public debt grows a t the expense of 
the workingclass. The economic- 
index fa lls . And the workingclass 
is becoming organization-conscious; 
a ll these and more fo rm  a back­
ground aguinst which the C. W. of 
A. may stand out. There a re  a t 
least two conditions w ith  w h ich  the 
C. W. o f A . must comply i f  i t  would 
play its  role w e ll: F irs t, i t  must 
recognize the Federal, State, Coun­
ty  and M uncipal governments and 
a ll th e ir  agencies (especially the re ­
lie f  agencies), as parts  of a ma­
chine a ll under the con tro l o f the 
cap ita lis ts ; second, i t  m ust log ica lly  
conduct a l l its  a c tiv ity  in  conson­
ance w ith  the recognition o f po in t 
one.

Forward to New Positions
So fa r t lie  leadership o f the C. W. 

of A. has been characterized by 
much dependence on the Federal 
and State re lie f agencies, the R.W. 
1). adm in is tra tion , etc. Now w ith  
the personal record o f the leaders 
o f the C. W. o f A. we have no quar­
re l ; they are conscientious in  the 
lierform ance o f th e ir  duties as they 
understand them, but th is  is in su f­
ficient. To lead; the unemployed 
effectively, they m ust recognize the 
role o f the New Deal and its  agen­
cies. This, we grant, comes by ex­
perience in  the case of the w ide 
masses. In  the case o f the leaders, 
i t  means th a t i f  they cannot a id  the 
unemployed to understand the ex­
periences through which they pass, 
the leaders m ust give way to others 
who can by th e ir  policies and lead­
ership, give expression to the suc­
cessive stages o f mass conscious de­
velopment and also a id  its  evolu­
tion . The tendency so fa r  o f the 
present leadership has been to re­
pose fa ith  in  the New Deal. They 
m ust expose it ,  w h ile  exhausting a ll 
possible agencies o f re lie f. The 
leaders of the C. W. o f A. do have 
a m ilita n t po licy against evictions. 
Th is is good. App ly th is  m ilita n t 
a ttitud e  in  its  dealngs w ith  the New 
Deal agencies and great v ictories 
sha ll resu lt. Take up the cases o f 
workers refused re lie f, who have 
recently lost work. Rely on ly on 
mass pressure. F orw ard to new 
pos itions! — A.. L. L.

Jean Tomasini Dead
Comrade Jean Tom asini, a young, 

prom ising member o f the B ronx 
Branch o f the Communist League 
of Am erica, died Thursday, J u ly  19 
a fte r a protracted illness. A ll the 
comrades who knew and worked 
w ith  her are deeply grieved by her 
passing from  our m idst when her 
w ork  in  the Communist movement 
had bu t begun.

Place Orders for the 
New International

League Branches are requested 
to place th e ir  orders fo r  the 
second issue of the NEW  IN T E R ­
N A T IO N A L  a t once, in  case they 
wish to increase th e ir bundle 
order. Orders not placed in  ad­
vance cannot be guaranteed ship­
ment. The f irs t issue was sold 
out completely.

Send orders fo r  bundles or sub­
scrip tions t o :

T H E  NEW  IN T E R N A T IO N A L
S TA TIO N  D, P.O. B O X  119 

N E W  YO RK, N. Y.

M O O N L IG H T  E X C U R S IO N
Saturday, August 18th, 1934

S. f*. SEAGATE
Leaving Pier I I ,  East R iver, foot W all S t, at 6 P.M. 

Ticket $1.00

Auspices: International Workers School, 144 Second Avenue, N. Y. C.

THE WORLD 
OF LABOR

Towards a Western European 
Congress of Workers

A t present, beginnings of broad 
un ited fro n t movements have a l­
ready been commenced in  France, 
Spain, Belgium , H o lland , and Eng­
land, and w h ile  the whole move­
ment is s t i l l  on ly in  its  in it ia l stage, 
i t  is already evident th a t th is  offers 
not on ly  the best but the on ly way 
o f checking the development o f 
Fascism and tu rn in g  the tide  in  fa ­
vor o f the w o rk ing  class.

In  Spain where the f irs t perma­
nent un ited fro n t organization, the 
W orker^ A lliance  against Reaction 
and Fascism was formed, the move­
ment continues to make great head­
way. In  spite o f the sabotage of 
tlie  socia list and anarcho-syndica l­
is t leaders, the most im portan t sec­
tors o f the labor movement are ad­
hering to the W orkers A lliance  un­
der pressure of the evo lu tionary 
m inoritie s  w ith in  Ih e ir  ranks. The 
S ta lin is ts  and the A narch is ts  con­
tinue to betray the general in terests 
of the w ork ing  class fo r those o f 
th e ir own particular* group. F o r­
tunate ly  bo tli sectarian tendencies 
are becoming ever more isolated 
from  tlie  pro le ta rian  masses. The 
experiences thus fa r  in  Spain 
demonstrates the po ss ib ility  o f de­
veloping broad united fro n t move­
ments in  the present period, in  spite 
of a ll the sabotage and betrayals 
o f re form ists  and sectarians. I t  
demonstrates the inherent a b ility  o f 
the p ro le ta ria t to overcome the d i­
visions ex is ting  w ith in  its  ranks.

The western European W orkers 
A lliances have before them the 
task o f smashing Fascism and la y ­
ing the basis fo r the Soviet U n ited 
States o f Europe.

The las t number o f the In te rn a ­
tiona l B u lle tin  o f the In te rn a tion ­
alist-Communists, poses the ques­
tion  of an in te rna tiona l conference 
o f the W orkers A lliances o f France, 
Spain, Belgium , Ho lland, England. 

* * *

Towards the New Party in Chile

Re .ently, t lie  Communist L e ft of 
Chile, Section o f the League o f In ­
te rna tion a lis t Communists and, 
w h ich has broad influence among 
(he workers, signed a pact w ith  the 
Communist Y o u t h  Opposition, 
agreeing fo r  jo in t  action in  b u ild ­
ing  the F ourth  In te rn a tion a l, The 
Com m unist Y ou tli Opposition is an 
autonomous organization, spontan­
eously revo lting  against the S ta lin ­
is t bureaucracy, which s p lit away 
from  the offic ia l Y.C.L. several 
months ago.

O f a ll the South Am erican coun­
tries, i t  is  in  C h ile th a t the  move­
ment fo r the new pa rty  is most ad­
vanced. The steady, consistent 
w ork  of the Bolshevik Lenin is ts  in  
the industries and in  the unions is 
lay ing  .lie  basis fo r  a rea l Commu­
n is t P arty . A lthough lack ing  re la ­
tiv e ly  great resources th a t the 
S ta lin is ts  have a t th e ir disposal, 
our comrades are/ m aking them ­
selves fe lt  in  every field. A  new 
fo rtn ig h tly  newspaper has been 
launched under the name “ Izqu ie r­
da”  (L e ft )  w h ich is  a great im - 
provcni'i) it  ove; the bu lle tin  pub­
lished previously.

One ind ica tion  of the fea r o f the 
ru lin g  classes fo r the Communist 
Le ft, is indicated by the recent a t­
tack on our pa rliam enta ry  repre­
sentative, Comrade E m iio  Zapata 
by the carabineers. Comrade Zap­
ata was shot in  the head and seri­
ously in ju re d  in  w hat appears to 
have been an attem pt lo assassinate 
him.

*  » *

Regional Conference of the 
Catalonian Workers Alliance

The W orkers’ A lliance  o f Cata­
lonia un ited fro n t organ ization o f 
t lie  workers of a ll the m ain  p o lit ic a l 
tendencies o f tha t region, held its  
F irs t  Regional Conference on June 
17th. T h is  was during  the height 
o f the ag ita tion  over the Catalonian 
land law, when the re la tions be­
tween the centra l and reg iona l gov­
ernments were very strained. The 
Conference adopted a reso lution 
sta ting th a t in  the event o f the es­
tab lishm ent o f an independent Ca­
ta lon ian Republic, the W orkers A l­
liance would defend Catalonia 
aguinst any a ttack o f the cen tra l 
government and would ra l ly  the 
p ro lé ta ria t o f a l l Spain to its  de­
fense. A t t lie  same tim e an e ffo rt 
should be made to transform/ the 
Catalonian Republic in to  a Socialist 
republic.

The fo llo w in g  im m ediate de­
mands were fo rm ula ted by the Re­
gional Conference in  w h ich  dele­
gates from  Syndicalist, Socialist, 
trade union and independent Com­
m un is t organizations represented 
the m a jo rity  o f the p ro le ta r ia t of 
Cata lonia ; The arm ing of the w o rk ­
ers, complete lib e rty  o f organization 
and propaganda fo r  a ll workers’ or- 
ganiation , expropria tion  of the 
estates o f the most active leaders of 
the Regionalist “ L L IG A ” , the clos­
ing  of a l l  Fascist centers, arrest of 
the Fascist leaders, and the fo r ty -  
fou r hour week in  a l l branches of 
industry .

Steps were also taken a t the  Con­
ference fo r the coord ination o f the 
ac tiv itie s  o f the W orkers A lliances 
throughout the country.

JO IN  TH E  COMMUNIST LEAGUE
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ROBBER BARONS RAVE AT CRIME The Significance of the United Front 
Between the C.P. and S.P. in France

I .  C apita lism  Breeds Crim e
There is p ra c tic a lly  not »a large 

in d u s tr ia l c ity  where some k idnap­
ping has not occurred du rin g  the 
las t few  months. A l l  along the 
newspapers have been ca rry ing  sen­
sationa l reports o f the k idnapping 
Of th is  o r th a t scion o f wealth . The 
pa id press, w h ich  rem ains curiously 
in d iffe re n t to  the  poverty and de­
grada tion  o f ten m illio n  Am erican 
w ork ing  men and women, and 
w hich always re ta ins a sober “ im ­
p a r t ia l ity ”  when i t  reports the beat­
in g  o r even the shooting o f a s tr ik ­
in g  dock w orker, m iner, etc., man­
aged to w o rk  its e lf up in to  a v e r it­
able frenzy against th is  danger to 
the life , lib e rty  and the pu rsu it of 
happiness (o f the m illio na ires ) and 
hys te rica lly  demanded the death 
penalty fo r  a l l offenders. The cor­
ru p t legislatures —  these m ighty, 
these ju s t, these disinterested “ pub­
lic  servants”  fo rgo t about the gas 
tru s t and power corporations fo r  a. 
whole day and passed s t i l l  more 
vicious laws to  combat the “ crim e 
wave” .

Catch ing Suckers
W hat was d isqu ieting about the 

“ crim e wave” , from  ou r po in t of 
view, was the p itch  o f ind igna tion  
to  w h ich  the press succeeded in  
arousing many w ork ing  men against 
the crim ina ls . (W e mean those tha t 
were caught, as d istinguished fro m  
the catchers.) The press, the rad io 
and the news services pu t on the 
high pressure valve and hyste rica l 
le tte rs  poured in to  the offices of the 
c ity  editors demanding th a t some­
th ing  be done about it ,  w h ile  armed 
posses were reported to have been 
organized around Arizona and C a li­
fo rn ia .

Doesn’t  th a t rea lly  sound prepos­
terous?

Here we a re  in  the year o f our 
lo rd  1934, where thousands, lite ra lly  
thousands o f young men are being 
butchered off every day in  South 
Am erica and China and r ig h t  here 
in  the U.S.A.— fo u r w orkers shot to 
death a t the San Francisco E m bar­
cadero, f if ty - f iv e  wounded and one 
k ille d  in  M inneapolis, another 
w o rke r electrocuted to death the 
o ther week in  M ilw aukee du rin g  
the ca r s trike , unemployed workers 
com m itting  suicide every d a y ; s t i l l  
nobody seems to get excited. B ut 
have one h a ir h u r t o f the head of 
a m illio na ire , o r any o ther parasite 
and then the press begins to  ca rry  
reports o f loud voiced young a tto r­
neys who te ll us of the sanctity  of 
the law  and the fire-works begin in  
rea l earnest!

W ho Pays the  Press?
T h a t shows ju s t about as c learly  

as any th ing  else w ha t in terests our 
press serves and w hat is  very im ­
po rtan t, w ith  w ha t in fin ite  ease 
they can s t ir  up  m illio ns  o f people 
to an hys te rica l p itch , and d ive rt 
th e ir  thoughts from  th e ir  own m is­
ery. (Remember 1914?) Such ev­
ents give up again a sharp w arn ing 
th a t we m ust reexamine w ith  a fine 
toothed comb everyth ing we read 
in  th e ir  press.

About th is  th in g  o f kidnappings 
and crim e in  general, we workers 
have no reason to  become ind ignant 
a t th is  o r th a t sensational m urder 
w h ich  the  press reports, o r jo in  in  
w ith  the Chambers o f Commerce 
and the lawyers o f the Am erican 
B a r Association in  demanding more 
b ru ta l punishments against offend­
ers. W ha t judges and law yers ca ll 
“ c rim e”  is no th ing  bu t an ou t­
g row th  of the system in  w h ich  we 
live, w ith  its  exp lo ita tion  and d is­
c rim in a tio n  and poverty and hung­
er. And as long as th is  system of 
exp lo ita tion  is allowed to  remain, 
so long w i l l  c rim e ex is t no m atter 
how  v ic ious the law s th a t are 
passed.

O nly One W ay O ut
The on ly way th a t crim e can be 

abolished is to give people a decent 
chance to l iv e ; is  to  abolish a ll 
p riva te  property, a l l monopoly and 
exp lo ita tion  and then no man w il l  
go ou t to  com m it b u rg la ry  when his 
house is w e ll stocked w ith  food and 
necessary c lo th ing  and no woman 
w i l l  w a lk  the streets when she has 
a com fortable home o f her own. 
Learned professors m ay w r ite  books 
about the c r im in a l m ind and how 
some people are n a tu ra lly  bad' ju s t 
as the rest o f us are n a tu ra lly  good’ 
law -ab id ing  citizens— bu t th a t is  a ll 
nonsense! There is no such th ing  
as a n a tu ra l c rim in a l. You can 
examine any set o f sta tis tics, o f any 
o f ou r la rge r c ities and you w il l  
find th a t in va ria b ly  99% o f a ll 
crim es com m itted are crimes 
against property  and are due solely 
to  unemployment, to  poverty and 
to  want.

W hy is i t  th a t so m any o f our 
young men m ust embark upon a 
career o f “ c rim e” ? W hy m ust so 
m any o f young w o rk ing  boys v io ­
la te  the “ la w ” ?

The Biggest G rab o f A ll
S im ply because 90% o f a l l our 

w ealth  lies in  the hands o f 10% 
o f the  people. Solely because a 
pack o f robber barons have mono­
polized the ea rth  to  themselves, 
have stolen a ll the forests, the o il 
lands, the coal, the copper and iron  
ore and have passed law s to com­
pel the rest o f us to pay tr ib u te  to 
them.

W hen you go ou t and t r y  to  find 
a p lo t o f land to cu ltiva te  you find  
th a t eve ry th ing has been fenced off 
long before you came, and a large 
sign planted in  fro n t, “ P riva te  P ro­
perty— Keep O ut.”

W hen you go in to  a c ity  and w ant 
to  rid e  on the subway o r the  street

cars, you find th a t you are compel­
led to pay live  o r ten cents fo r  some­
th ing  th a t is not w o rth  more than 
21, sim ply because the bankers who 
own tlie  transporta tion  companies 
have bribed the state legislatures 
and have passed laws com pelling a ll 
of us to pay tr ib u te  to them.

When you go home and w ant to 
cook something on yqu r stove, you 
find  th a t you are being held up by 
the great Consolidated, who can 
generally fu rn ish  enough lig h t so 
tha t the state leg is la ture  can see it ,  
as was revealed a t the recent inves­
tiga tion  a t A lbany.

A nd when you go out and w ant to 
find  some w ork, there is no job  to 
be gotten, s im p ly because of the 
greed and the grasping o f a sm all 
clique o f bankers, in du s tria lis ts  and 
landowners who have stolen so 
much of our wealth, th a t the rest 
of us can ha rd ly  buy back anyth ing 
of w hat we have produced.

When you do find  w ork, three- 
quarters of w ha t you produce is 
stolen by the owner and the boss. 
A nd so we workers find wherever 
we may tu rn , we are surrounded 
by a hungry pack o f wolves, who 
have fenced everyth ing off fo r them- ■ 
selves, robbed everyth ing, and then 
turned around and passed laws 
com pelling us to keep our hands off.

Under conditions of th a t sort, 
facing the choice of slow extinc tion  
or "c rim e ” , o f course, many o f the 
more da ring  young boys take the 
la tte r  choice and when they s trike  
out) and attem pt to grab a morsel 
o f a l l th a t has been stolen by the 
Asters and Vanderbilts and M org­
ans and M ellons they are clapped 
in to  ja i l  fo r v io la tin g  " la w ”  w h ile  
the jacka ls  of the ye llow  press cry 
fo r  th e ir  blood.

Many have been and are the 
boasts of t lie  S ta lin is ts ; o f th e ir 
numbers and influence over greater 
num bers; o f the organizations they 
have b u ilt  —• trade unions, unem­
ployed councils, fra te rn a l societies, 
a whole catalogue o f th e m ; of the 
strikes and dem onstrations they 
have le d ; o f the gains they have 
won fo r  the workers. F o r the most 
pa rt th e ir  vauntings were like  the 
wind. The sm all gains they won, 
now here, now there, have been lost 
o r eclipsed in  the greater offensive 
o f the second s tr ike  wave o f the 
"recovery era”  The organizations 
they b u ilt  have crum bled to dust or 
are paper shells. Over the S ta lin ­
ists, h is to ry  lias m arked the cross 
o f death.

The D a ily  W orker its e lf  offers 
continuous evidence o f the iso la tion 
of the S ta lin is ts  from  the Am erican 
workingc lass. In  its  columns there 
is -a continuous b leating and w h in ­
ing about the fa ilu re  o f the pa rty  
membership to ca rry  ou t the al- 
ways-correct line  and root its e lf  in  
the trade un ions ; become a factor 
in  the great s tr ike  s trugg les; get 
subs; a ll those ac tiv ities  fo r  which 
a revo lu tiona ry  pa rty  is created.

C ircu la tion  F igures
Perhaps most dam ning o f a ll are 

the figures o f the c ircu la tio n  o f the 
D a ily  W orker published on June 19 
in  connection w ith  the drive  fo r  
tw enty thousand new readers, i t ­
self pa rt o f the d rive  to double the 
D a ily ’s c ircu la tio n  by January 1, 
1935. F ifte en  years a fte r  the 
launching o f the Communist P arty , 
in  the f if th  year o f an unprecedent­
ed cris is, w ith  more than ten m il­
lion unemployed, in  the m idst o f a 
great offensive by labor, w ith  no 
da ily  w o rk ing  class papers w ith  
which to compete, the c ircu la tio n  
o f the D a ily  W orker, the m ain o r­
ganizer o f the S ta lin is t Communist 
pa rty  is on ly th irty -one  thousand a 
d a y ! Is  th is  not a confession of 
fa ilu re  and isolation?

The D a ily ’s figures apply na tion­
a lly  to tw en ty -s ix  d is tric ts . In  only 
five— New Y ork  exclusive o f the 
Buffa lo  area, P hiladelph ia, Cleve­
land, D e tro it, and Chicago has the 
da ily  a c ircu la tio n  of more than 
one thousand! More than fo rty  
percent of the to ta l c ircu la tio n  
comes from  New Y ork, presumably 
New Y ork  C ity  and v ic in ity . In  
D e tro it, center of the great automo­
b ile  industry , the S ta lin is ts  adm it 
th e ir  fa ilu re  w ith  a c ircu la tion  of 
on ly 1,595. In  P ittsburgh, center 
o f the steel industry , i t  is even 
worse w ith  481. In  B irm ingham  
where th e ir  w o rk  in  the Scottsboro 
case gave them a base fo r w o rk  and 
influence they have a c ircu la tio n  of 
on ly 301. In  the im portan t c ities 
o f St. Louis and Buffa lo  they have 
respectively 226 and 529. So i t  is 
w ith  o ther c ities and d is tr ic ts—  
noth ing to bear out th e ir  boasting.

Readers and Members
Le t us take another look a t the 

figures. They w i l l  te ll us more. 
The c ircu la tion  o f the revo lu tionary 
press has always been considerably 
la rge r than the p a rty  membersnip. 
The reasons are obvious. The S ta l­
in is ts  generally exaggerate the d i f ­
ference. Thus in  Germany today 
where the Lovestoneites accord 
them tw en ty  thousand members in  
the underground they c la im  a week­
ly  c ircu la tio n  fo r  the illega l Rote 
Fahne o f a m illio n  and a h a lf!  B u t 
here in  the U. S. where they c la im  
tw en ty -four thousand members they 
adm it to  on ly th irty -one  thousand 
readers o f th e ir  d a ily  press. So 
l i t t le  is th e ir  influence. A nd w hat 
o f the hundred and tw enty-five 
thousand members they say they

The big  crim ina ls , who have s to l­
en more than a ll the petty thieves 
in  the county ja ils  put together 
never v io late the law .

They are the respectable citizens, 
who make speeches and bu ild  
churches and ja ils .

They have made the law s and 
therefore have no need o f breaking 
them.

And the more these robber bar­
ons steal and plunder, the more 
many o f the poor sons of the w o rk­
ing class paust go out and commit 
"c rim e ”  in  order to live.

¡Some of us may not realize i t  at 
the tim e, bu t i t  is always hard 
economic need which drives them 
towards it .  When young women 
p rostitu te  th e ir  bodies, we know i t  
is not because they don’t  go to 
church often enough, but because 
the lawyers and g ian t corporations 
have appropria ted a ll the wealth 
and have deprived some g ir ls  o f a 
chance of life  and we know th a t 
the Morgans and the Rockefellers 
are responsible and not the g ir l  who 
walks the streets.

Here and there, some person w ith  
a pecu lia r fo rm a tion  o f the brain, 
may com m it some senseless, w e ird  
crime, fo r  no apparent reason, and 
receive great no torie ty  in  our press, 
bu t these crimes are so ra re  as to 
be p ra c tica lly  ins ign ificant. B y and 
la rge i t  is  the poor who are forced 
to crim e and i t  is they who f i l l  our 
prisons and ja ils  and who fu rn ish  
the v ic tim s o f the law . Such crimes 
can never be abolished by revenge­
fu l laws. They w i l l  on ly disappear 
when workers get a, chance to live  
and get in  on some o f the good 
th ings o f life . Only when a ll mono­
po ly and exp lo ita tion  is abolished 
and when the workers w i l l  receive

have in  the T .U .U .L . unions? Don’t  
these revo lu tionary workers read 
the D a ily  W orker? E v iden tly  they 
don’t. O r to pu t i t  as i t  is, the 
c ircu la tio n  figures prove they 
haven’t  got a hundred and tw enty- 
five thousand workers in  the sec­
ta ria n  and im potent T .U .U .L. “ un­
ions”  And i t  demonstrates, lie  as 
they w ill,  on the basis o f the party  
membership, tha t the influence of 
the p a rty  press does not extend fa r  
beyond the membership.

The figures are a balance sheet 
to date of the S ta lin is t’s d isrup tion 
in  the revo lu tiona ry  and labor 
movements. No “ exp lanation" by 
them can expla in away the dismal 
fa ilu re  th e ir own figures reveal.

Look a t the quotas fo r the tw en­
ty-s ix  d is tr ic ts  in  the drive  fo r 
twenty thousand of the th irty -one 
thousand new readers in  two 
m onths! H a lf  o f th is  tw en ty thou­
sand is assigned to New Y ork  ! For 
the rest of the country, fo r  the 
Minneapolises, Toledos, M ilwaukees 
and W est Coasts to com enten thou­
sand new readers !

The o ther quotas are equally re­
vealing. The same issue which 
gives a ll these revealing figures in ­
tim ates th a t the S.M .I.U. was “ pre­
paring strikes despite be traya l”  by 
T ig lie  and the Committee of Ten. 
I f  tha t were the case they m ust 
have had i t  in  m ind to raise the 
p itiab le  c ircu la tio n  in  the P itts ­
burgh d is tr ic t from  481. T h e ir real 
perspective in  th is  s itua tion  is to be 
found not in  the “ news”  columns, 
nor the ed ito ria ls , nor anywhere 
save in  the c ircu la tio n  quotas' fo r  
the d is tr ic t. There are more than 
fou r hundred thousand steel w o rk ­
ers. The quota is 300! The s trike  
ta lk  is fo r the reader and to fool 
the gu llib le .

Less titan  4,000 fo r  Steel
I t  is true th a t not more than a ll 

o f the fo u r hundred thousand steel 
workers are in  and around P itts ­
burgh. There are some in  Buffa lo ; 
the quota there is 320. B irm in g ­
ham— 200 ; Cleveland— 900 ; Chicago 
— 2,000 ; to ta l less than fou r thou­
sand.

The P ittsbu rgh  figures must also 
apply to  the thousands of miners in 
the d is tr ic t as w e ll as the steel 
workers. S im ila r “ perspectives”  ob­
ta in  fo r the other industries. In  
the figures, not the “ news”  and 
“ ed ito ria ls ”  are to be found tlie  
real perspectives o f the S talin ists. 
I t  is a confession of bankruptcy.

Were we to take the S ta lin is ts  at 
the ir word and accept them and 
th e ir p a rty  as the representative» 
of the Bolshevik October and the 
bearers of the trad ition s  o f M arx 
and Lenin, as the Lovestoneites do, 
we should have to conclude tha t 
there is no hope fo r  M arxism  in  the 
United Statés. B u t we need not 
accept the S ta lin is ts  a t th e ir  word. 
They are no longer the representa­
tives o f the Bolshevik October. I t  
is true  they t r y  to cloak themselves 
w ith  its  g lorious trad itions, but 
they have betrayed it .  No longer 
a revo lu tiona ry  party , they are a 
reactionary force. T he ir b la tan t 
cla im s makes an even less serious 
impression on the w ork ing  class 
which tu rns from  them w ith  repug­
nance and bitterness.

There is a great fu tu re  fo r M a rx ­
ism in  the U n ited States as a ll over 
the w orld . T h a t fu tu re  lies w ith  
the F ourth  In te rn a tio n a l and its  
Am erican section. Encouraged by 
the self-confessed bankruptcy of 
the S talin ists, le t us pu t new ener­
gy in to  the w o rk  o f roo ting  the 
F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l in  the U. S. ! 
Le t us bu ild  the new revo lu tionary 
Communist P a rty  ! — T. STAM M .

back in  some fo rm  the w ealth th a t 
they have produced, only when the 
bankers and cap ita lis ts  and land­
lords are overthrow n and the w o rk ­
ers w i l l  become partners in  produc­
tion  unde a collective Socialist So­
ciety.
11. f lo w  Capita lism  Reform s Its e lf .

ua^t summer, a t about lu is  time, 
a l l tue liberá is  were w a lk ing  around 
w itn  broad, contented smiles on 
i i ie i r  faces, saying " i  to ld  you so. 
'anuí was the time, as we remem­
ber, Ferdinand record, as counsel 
lo r  tlie  se iiu ie  B auking Committee, 
was investiga ting  tue ja nke rs  anu 
stock m arke t urokers, aim even 
n iougli im portan t pnases o f the in ­
vestigation were suppressed, enougn 
u in  aim  n ltn  was revealed to sat- 
is iy  me nio-st b lood-th irsty muck- 
raker. We a ll remember me ju ic y  
u e ia ils : tne “ in te res ting ’ inside 
lis t, tue strange workings o l tne 
income tax law  so th a t J. P. M or­
gan uid  not nave to pay a cent in  
income taxes fo r  live years, etc., 
etc.

Now th is  is ju s t w hat we’ve 
been ta lk in g  u u o u l  ’ the libe ra ls  
explained to us. "P ub lic  Opinion 
lo ices an investigation, the scoun­
drels and wrong uoers are punished, 
a law  Is jmssed preventing such 
abuses in  me fu tu re .”

".Status Quo A nte  H elium ”
i t  is months now L in t the inves­

tiga tion  nas ended. Congress has 
au jounieu. i i  is f itt in g  tha t we 
sum up uie results gameu, i i  any. 
nave  we gained anyth ing.' Have 
me workers gamed any tiling , as a 
resu lt o i tne pro tracted investiga­
tions.' Have M organ or ms pals 
been deprived o i m e ir weaitn? No 
one in  congress even dared sug­
gest as m uch! (John J. Astor, 
oro tlie r-in -iuw  o f itoosevert’s pal, 
can s t i l l  spend two m illio n  do llars 
on liis  briue and have i t  smeared 
arrogan tly  across the headlines fo r 
the unemployed to read.) Is  there 
any less cheating o r tu ievery now 
than last year? is  the stock m ark­
et perhaps run more honestly? 
( T r j iu g  to run  a stock m arket hon­
estly is something like  figh ting  a 
w ar w ith o u t h u rtin g  anybody.) 
W hy, ju s t  a few m onths ago, A r ­
th u r Cuiten, t lie  g ra in  speculator, 
raised the price o i wheat and kept 
i t  up, w h ile  thousands of workers 
d id  not have the price of a lo a f of 
bread etc., etc.

Our libe ra l friends reply to us, 
"T rue , the resu lts o f the Pécora in ­
vestigation have been disappoint­
ing, but a t least now we w ill have 
the block Exchange regulated.” 
"T ne  it ig t i t  M an lo r  the B ig h t Job”

Yes, out of th a t whole investiga­
tion, no th ing has remained bu t a 
b i l l to "regu la te ”  the stock ex­
change. (Jus t as our gas and elec­
t r ic  companies are "regu la ted” ) 
and even th a t is no th ing but a 
cheap farce to th row  dust in to  the 
eyes o f the gu llib le . A fte r  months 
of haggling and barga in ing a t 
W ashington a stock-exchange b i l l  
was passed by Congress w h ich  was 
so meaningless th a t even the m illio n  
d o lla r Corporation law yer, Samuel 
Untermeyer, raised his voice in  
p ro test! B u t the corporations were 
not satisfied even w ith  tha t. These 
shrewd men realized th a t about 
99%. o f the im portance of a law  
depends upon the people who are 
enforcing it ,  and so they saw to i t  
th a t the President appointed Jos. 
P. Kennedy to  the cha irm anship of 
the Stock Exchange Commission. 
“ The r ig h t man fo r  the r ig h t jo b ” , 
as the business men say. Had the 
President combed the country from  
New Y ork  to ’F risco he could not 
have found a more f it t in g  candidato 
to regulate the exchanges.

Last w in te r, r ig h t in  the m idst 
o f the Pécora investigations, Jos. 
P. Kennedy carried  on a w ild  man­
ip u la tion  w ith  H a rry  S inc la ir and 
his partner Mason Day, both of 
whom served prison sentences, in  
the so-called repeal-stocks.

In  a few months, they made a 
p ro fit of $395,009 by buying and' 
selling a m illio n  shares o f the L ib - 
by-Owen-Ford Glass Co. stock. Of 
th is  sum M r. Kennedy received the 
modest sum of $60,000 w ith o u t hav­
ing to pu t up a cent.

Pontius Investigates P ila te
And th is  Jos. P. Kennedy, the 

w orst k in d  o f W a ll St. speculator, 
is going to watch over W a ll St. to 
see th a t i t  goes “ s tra ig h t” ; and ju s t 
to show the confidence they have in  
the man, Pécora (another member 
of the commission) who viciously 
attacked th is  very same pool in  the 
Senate Banking Report, has ju s t 
turned over his p roxy to Kennedy, 
pe rm itting  the la tte r to vote fo r h im  
a t meetings. Th is is ju s t to show 
how seriously they take the whole 
investigation.

Thus the net results— a fte r an 
investiga tion  costing hundreds of 
thousands of do llars— money find ing 
its  existence from  the blood and 
braw n and muscle o f the Am erican 
w o rk ing  man and woman we are 
going to have a W a ll St. speculator, 
regu la ting  W a ll St. The President’s 
g ra tu itous in s u lt to  the in te lligence 
o f the workers, by th is  appointment, 
w i l l  no t be forgotten by us. T h is  
g la rin g  contrast between the words 
and deeds o f the President w i l l  help 
thousands o f workers to  realize 
more than anyth ing else, th a t capi- 
ita lism  can never re form  itse lf, and 
can live  on ly  by exp lo ita tion  and 
robbery. And only a workers’ gov­
ernment w o rk ing  fo r  Socialism can 
provide rea l justice to the w ork ing  
class and hum an ity  as a whole.

The tu rn  o f the Communist pa rty  
and the pressure from  the le ft in  
the Socialist p a rty  has fin a lly  led 
to the organ ization o f u n ity  o f ac­
tion  between these tw o  parties. 
Thus the theory of social-fascism 
crum bles to dust, thus i t  becomes 
clear th a t by our in transigeant 
strugg le fo r  the un ited fro n t from  
organ ization to organ ization we 
have correctly  in te rp re ted  the un­
deniable w i l l  of the to ilin g  masses.

We m ust say very c learly . A  new 
stage is opened betore us now. We 
have not before us a chance zig-zag, 
or a maneuver fo r  a day. I t  is a 
question of a whole po licy, whose 
development w i l l  be replete in  re­
sults. F o r the present we w i l l  l im it  
ourselves to the p r in c ip a l features 
o f th is  po licy.

F irs tly , w ha t w« have here is a 
v ic to ry  o f the w orkers themselves.
Since February 6, u n ity  of action 
has been the fundam ental demand 
o f the w orkers who see in  i t  the 
firs t prerequis ite  fo r  the success of 
th e ir struggle. In  every fo rm  and 
iu  the various cen tris t and demo­
cra tic  parties and organizations a 
pressure in  th is  d irec tion  has been 
exercised from  the very heart of 
the popu lar masses. The German 
experience has no t been in  vain.

The movement towards the le ft 
grew in  the Socia lis t p a rty  d raw ing 
its  m ain force in  the Seine and in 
a number o f p rov inc ia l federations. 
The struggle o f D o rio t in  the Com­
m un ist p a rty  reflected the same 
state of things. S im ila r ly  in  the 
trade unions a movement towards 
organic u n ity  grew and deepened. 
On the other hand numerous V ig i­
lance Committees and W orkers A l­
liance dotted the country. In  
thousands of loca lities  they m ain­
tained the connection between d i­
vers organizations wh ich found 
themselves lite ra lly  th row n upon

1. The theory of "socia l Fas­
cism”  w h ich has become a mockery 
continues to rem ain an obstacle to 
revo lu tionary po licy. I f  re form ists 
are the same as fascists, how can 
the S ta lin is ts  address Pontius w ith  
tne proposal to strugg le against 
P ila te? This patent absurd ity 
g re a tly  fac ilita te s  the maneuvres of 
the re form ists.

2. The socia lis t congress a t Tou­
louse declared in  its  reso lution tha t 
i t  is necessary to set up defense 
groups against fascism but th a t 
these groups m ust not be used as 
an ins trum en t fo r  the seizure of 
power. T n is  clear declaration com­
plete ly confirm s our estimate o f the 
¡Socialist p a rty  as a p a rty  of bour­
geois democracy. I t  does not w ant 
to g ive  up its  position to  fascism 
w ith o u t a s trugg le bu t i t  is not at 
a l l disposed to overth row  the ru le  
o f cap ita l. Thus, the un ited fro n t 
can pursue on ly definite, im m ediate, 
p ra c tica l ta s k s : above a ll the s trug­
gle against fascism. T h is  re a lis tic  
m anner o f posing the question pre­
supposes, in  any case, the abandon­
ment of the id io t ic  theory of social 
fascism.

3. B lum — S. P. leader—  sta tes : 
“ We are ready to make a un ited 
fro n t, bu t you m ust cease a ttack ing  
us” . In  o ther words, B lum  is ready 
to accept co llabora tion  in  the de­
fense aga inst fascism only i f  h is 
co llabora to r changes his opin ion of 
B lum , o r desists fro m  saying w hat 
he th in ks  o f h im . B u t is not th is  
absurd? W hen passengers of a 
stage coach are held up they de­
fend themselves w ith o u t in qu ir in g  
in to  the op in ions th a t they have 
about each other.

4. B lum  on ly increases the ab­
su rd ity  and the erroneousness of 
h is  position by w r i t in g : “ The w o rk­
ers w i l l  no t understand how we can 
a ttack  each o ther and a t the same 
tim e make a un ited  fro n t.”  I t  is 
qu ite obvious th a t B lum  under­
stands w e ll the  psychology o f m in ­
isters, o f parliam ents, o f salons and 
e d ito r ia l offices; bu t he under­
stands absolute ly no th ing  o f the 
psychology of the p ro le ta r ia t. Every 
w o rke r w i l l  s a y : “ I f  the Commu­
nists and the Socialists make a bloc 
despite th e ir  irreconcilab le  d iffe r­
ences, i t  means th a t the danger is 
rea lly  m o r ta l: i t  means th a t we 
m ust redouble o u r efforts, i t  means 
th a t we m ust a rm  ourselves.”  
Messrs, leaders, you m ust not take 
the workers fo r  babes in  the woods. 
You need not co lor and mask re a li­
ty . You m ust te ll the workers the 
tru th .

5. The S ta lin is ts  rep ly  to B lu m : 
“ W q w i l l  no t c r it ic iz e  you w ith in  
the lim its  o f the  tasks of the un ited 
fron t, bu t we reserve the r ig h t of 
c r it ic iz in g  you in  o ther questions. 
One absurd ity  is  p iled  upon anoth-

each other on February 12th. Even 
the Am sterdam  movement was 
forced to consider a change in  its  
form .

F o r weeks and months (p a rticu ­
la r ly  in  A p r i l and M ay) the action 
o f the leading bureaucrats was ex­
ercised against the rea liza tion  of 
the un ited fro n t of organizations, 
tha t is  against the masses. B u t ac­
tion  from  below continued to bring 
the figh ters o f d iffe rent tendencies 
and social groups together against 
Fascism. In  June, these demonstra­
tions were more extensive, more 
solid, more frequent. The hour was 
approaching when the bureaucrats 
would have to surrender.

From, th is  po in t of view  and in  
the degree th a t i t  reflects a pres­
sure, a ris in g  of the p ro le ta rian  
masses, vast jierspectives are op­
ened fo r a united fro n t movement. 
As we said months ago and repeat­
ed hundreds o f times in  the s trug ­
gle against H it le r  iu  Germany, the 
constitu tion  o f a massed p ro le ta r i­
an group can develop courage, hope 
and m ilitancy , can push tlie  s trug ­
gle to a h igher stage, in  a word 
can create p re -revo lu tionary condi­
tions.

in  th is  sense we hopefu lly greet 
the rea liza tion  of an action which 
embodies the profound correctness 
o f our previous proposals and pre­
pares a broader arena of struggle 
fo r the w ork ing class.

B u t i t  is  essential to have com­
plete c la r ity  on the new s itua tion  
facing us and there fore to develop 
our analysis fu rth e r.

Consideration should he given to 
the fo rm  of exclusiveness tlie  en­
tente between tlie  8. 1’ . and the 
C. P. has taken. W hile  a t tlie  pre­
sent tim e i t  includes the most im ­
po rta n t sections of the w ork ing 
class, the apparatuses of these pa r­
ties appear to have consorted not

e r : in  rea lity , the differences re­
ta in  th e ir  force also in  w hat con­
cerns the tasks and methods o f the 
un ited fron t. One cannot renounce 
the r ig h t to  c ritic ize  in  the most 
im portan t fie ld and at the most 
c r it ic a l moment, in  the fie ld of 
strugg le against fascism. B u t c r i­
tic ism  of indecision, of semi-meas­
ures and parliam enta ry illus ions ot 
reform ism  should not and does not 
have to prevent the tak ing  of prac­
tic a l steps in  common.

6. Leon B lum  is too experienced 
a po litic ian  not to know th a t no 
party, under no circumstances can 
renounce the struggle fo r  the 
spreading of its  ideas and the 
g row th  of its  influence except at 
great cost to itse lf. B lum  has a l­
ways acted in  th is  way w ith  regard 
to bourgeois radicals, his allies in 
the pa rliam en ta ry  bloc. I f  Leon 
B lum  and Paul Faure pu t false, a r­
t if ic ia l conditions above everyth ing 
else i t  is because they tea r the 
united f ro n t w ith  the  le ft. They 
s t i l l  hope th a t everyth ing w i l l  pass 
over by pacifist, parliam enta rian  
m eans; they t ry  to s ta ll for tim e 
and lose i t  in  rea lity . Th is means 
tha t the pressure of the workers is 
not yet strong enough. I t  must be 
doubled.

7. B u t Cachin and T h o r e z  
(F rench C. P. leaders) also fear 
the un ited fro n t w h ich  is the con­
demnation o f th e ir  whole past pol­
icy. Precisely because of th is  the 
S ta lin is ts  befuddle the issue, juggle 
w ith  it ,  p lay the hypocrite instead 
of telling; the tru th . The pressure 
o f the workers has already forced 
the bureaucrats to  engage iu  the 
policy o f the un ited fro n t, a t least 
in  words, bu t i t  did not force them 
as yet to ca rry  on th is  po licy in  a 
M arx ian  manner.

8. B u t w hat can one say of two 
bureaucratic apparatuses th a t in  a 
most c r it ic a l period in  h is to ry, con­
fuse things, diplomatize, play hide- 
and-seek, d isorient the workers and 
lose precious tim e. These appara­
tuses have become a te rr if ic  break 
upon the p ro le ta rian  revo lution. 
Our epoch is iu  need o f a new party 
which cun see, which can under­
stand and which can act. To pre­
pare such a pa rty  is the most im ­
po rta n t task o f the advanced 
w o rke rs !

— V erite , Ju ly  6. 1934 
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or smaller, you r subscrip tion to The 
M ilita n t expired. Do not delay. 
Send your renewal in  a t once and 
so save us unnecessary labor and 
expense. I f  you cannot renew at 
th is tim e  le t us know how soon you

only to organize common action but 
to m u tua lly  guarantee themselves 
against auy in trusiorti o f any cur­
rent outside th e ir  contro l. The fact 
tha t Populaire (organ o f the S. P. 
F ) has ceased to make any re fe r­
ence to D orio t, w h ile  i ’Rum anite  
re fra ins from  supporting Just (lead­
er o f the le ft w ing in  the S. P. F ) 
against B lum , is very ind ica tive. 
The fac t th a t ne ither the C. P. nor 
the 8. P. have even dreamed o f en­
la rg ing the firs t m anifestations of 
the united fro n t to other po litica l 
and trade union organizations of 
the p ro le ta ria t, and do not speak o f 
rea liz ing i t  in  the local committees 
suffices to dispel a l l doubts.

We place our finger on th is  dang­
er because i t  is serious. The S.F. 
I. O. (S ocia lis t P a rty  o f France) 
and the S ta lin is t leaderships repre­
sent two varieties of cen trism ; 
there is no p rinc ip le  difference be­
tween them. I t  is therefore neces­
sary tha t the real M a rx is t-L e n in is t 
vanguard cuts ou t its  own path a t 
the expense of these tw o cen tris t 
currents. Consequently i t  w i l l  be 
no surprise i f  a fte r consummating 
the ir fusion these tw o cen tris t bu­
reaucracies f u n c t i o n  together 
against the inc ip ien t new pa rty . 
H is to ry  has seen s im ila r examples 
as in  1917 a t the time! when the 
Mensheviks and Social Revolu tion­
aries monopolized alm ost the to ta l­
ity  of the w ork ing masses In the 
united fro n t o f tlie  Soviets.

Great events and unparalle led 
audacity were necessary in  order 
fo r the Bolsheviks to w in  the lead­
ership, thanks to the experience ac­
quired by the masses.

On the other hand the tu rn  o f 
the C. P. has an in te rna tiona l scope 
which must be emphasized. I t  is 
not only a question of the adapta­
tion  of centrism  to the w il l  o f the 
workers fo r  un ited struggle. F o r 
the apparatus i t  is a question o f a 
policy which makes the agreement 
of the U.S.S.It. w ith  “ dem ocratic”  
France the p ivo t of the in te rna tion ­
a l struggle o f the C. I.

The evo lu tion of the S ta lin is t 
policy in  the Saar bears evidence 
to th is  fact. Several months ago 
the C. P. abandoned its  in it ia l slo­
gan and declared itse lf ready to 
vote fo r  the status quo in  1935. In  
the meantime Cachin denounced 
D o rio t fo r  proposing an agreement 
w ith  Max Braun, social democratic 
leader in  the Saar and was received 
w ith  loud applause. B u t on Ju ly  
3rd i t  was announced th a t the O.P. 
and the S. P. had a rrived  a t an 
agreement to constitute a common 
fro n t “ against any lin k  w ith  H i t ­
le rite  G erm any!”  W e are also in ­
formed th a t the same proposals are 
to be made in  other European coun­
tries.

The C. P. has ta c it ly  liqu ida ted 
its  theory o f “ social-Fascism ” . I ts  
na tional conference adopted a new 
policy a lthough i t  carried no reso­
lu tio n  on th is  subject. Thorez 
(leader o f the French C. P .) un­
covered the very bottom  o f th is  
policy.

F irs tly , a t one blow, Thorez de­
clared fo r  the defense o f democrat­
ic r ig h ts . T ha t is a step fo rw a rd . 
B u t a t the same tim e he makes 
two steps backward. He lim its  de­
mocracy to  the freedom o f assem­
blage and press, and to proportion­
a l elections in  the Chamber of De­
puties, th a t is, he conceives o f i t  
in  the m ost opportun is t manner.

Secondly, he makes a profession 
o f p a trio tic  fa ith . A  typographical 
e rro r had made Thorez say “ nous 
aimons no tre  pa trie ”  (we love our 
fa the rlan d ) whereas he had wanted 
to say “ no tre  pays”  (ou r coun try ). 
H e m ! These subtleties w i l l  not 
serve to hide the basic fact. Thorez 
and Cachin has contrived to  give 
a chauv in is t tone to th e ir  new posi­
tion in  defense o f democracy. I t  
is necessary to ca ll th a t danger by 
its  r ig h f name fo r i t  constitutes 
the firs t lin k  in  a w e ll-know n c h a in ; 
the one th a t ties the hands o f the 
p ro le ta ria t the moment w ar breaks 
o u t!

No one can doubt tha t the social­
is t center and le ft leadership have 
found a guarantee in  th is  new o r i­
entation. There is no wonder th a t 
they fee l a k insh ip  w ith  Thorez. 
They can say th a t th is  s lipp ing  in  
the position o f the C. P. constitutes 
the most im portan t element in  the 
constitu tion  o f the un ited  fro n t.

F in a lly  i t  is  necessary to  empha­
size th is  ex trao rd inary  phenomen­
on: the bureaucracy o f the C. P. 
accomplishes a 180 degrees tu rn  
w ith o u t even th in k in g  of opening a 
discussion o r o f in fo rm ing  the par­
ty ! In  the black o f n igh t w ith  a l l 
ligh ts  extinguished the tu rn  is  ac­
complished. i t  is not in  th is  man- 
er th a t Communist cadres are edu­
cated.

And w hat w i l l  be the program of 
the un ited fron t?

Up t i l l  now i t  has lim ited  its e lf 
to the defense against Fascism. 
T ha t is an im portan t task, bu t i t  
can on ly serve as the arena fo r  a 
more d irect struggle to overthrow  
Doumergue. We w il l  not in s is t on 
th is  essential question today. F o r 
our pa rt we consider th a t ideas en­
unciated in  our program  o f action 
in  the last issue of V e rite  (we w i l l  
publish a resume o f th is  program  
o f action in  the next issue o f the 
M ilita n t— E d), constitutes the on ly 
program  by means o f w h ich  the 
united p ro le ta ria t w i l l  be able to 
fu lf i l l  its  h is to ric  tasks.

— P. N A V IL L E , w r it in g  in  
L a  V e r ity  J u ly  6, 1934
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EDITORIAL
Democracy—American Style

DO U B LE  m urdgr was committed in  M inneapolis when the sawed-off 
shot guns o f police barked death a t s tr ik in g  drivers. F irs t ly  the 

workers who lost th e ir  lives so th a t th e ir  union m ig h t live  and secondly 
the m yth  o f democratic Am erica th a t has become so curren t o f recent 
times.

L ibe ra l po litic ians and cap ita lis t sycophants o f every shade and h ire  
have inundated the press of the country w ith  th e ir  vauntings tha t 
Am erica was the one rem ain ing outpost of democracy. They shuddered 
w ith  ho rro r a t the ghastly te rro r th a t rules Germany in  the g rip  o f 
H itle r . They boasted w ith  pride th a t d ic ta to rsh ip  and the ru le  of the 
mailed fis t were not indigenous to the Am erican so il. They ra iled  a t 
rad ica ls  and Communists fo r  th e ir d issatis faction and discontent. “ Look 
a t A ustria , a t Germany, a t I ta ly  they shouted, and con trast conditions 
there w ith  th is  land o f lib e rty  where the  r ig h t  o f free speech and free 
press are invio lab le, are guaranteed by the C onstitu tion. W h y  Roose­
ve lt has even Incorporated the r ig h t to organize in to  the na tion ’s s ta t­
utes” . The gunfire in  M inneapolis delivered a w ith e rin g  blast a t th is  
th in  shell o f hypocrisy.

Local 574 is a trade union. Through its  s incerity  and devotion i t  
has won the confidence o f the overwhelm ing m a jo rity  o f the truck  
drivers and the inside men. The ba ttle  i t  is  so he ro ica lly  wlaging is fo r  
be tte r conditions and fo r the recognition o f a ll the workers they repre­
sent.

From  the boasts o f the representatives o f capita lism  one would as­
sume th a t these elementary righ ts  are taken fo r  granted. Yet fo r  organ­
iz ing  the M inneapolis d rivers are called Communists, fo r s tr ik in g  they 
are accused o f sedition, and fo r  endeavoring to make th e ir  s tr ike  effec­
tive  they are shot down lik e  dogs in the w orst provocation Am erican 
labor has seen fo r  years.

There seems to  be a con trad ic tion  here.
F rom  a l l signs and comparisons th is  is a democratic country. We 

have no H itle rs  or M ussolin is here. The r ig h t to franchise is w idely 
given and a leg is la ture ostensibly elected and serving the people rules 
the country. How does i t  happen then th a t such wanton slaughter can 
take place on the streets of America?

The tru th  o f the m atter is th a t democracy here is bu t a sham. The 
cu rta in  th a t hides the bayonets and tear gas, the bu lle ts  and the clubs 
hangs loose over an id y llic  scene th a t p ictures the U n ited States a nation 
free fo r a ll, workingm an and cap ita lis t, r ich  and poor. Democracy is 
bu t the ho liday dress worn by capita lism  to dupe the workers in to  be­
liev in g  th a t under its  ru le  they are free to im prove th e ir  conditions o f 
li fe  and to keep them contented th a t they have those rig h ts  enabling 
them to a lte r any laws or s tric tu res th a t stand, in  the way.

Dem ocratic cap ita lism  has fo r  its  background a v io len t class strug­
gle which rages w ith  va ry ing  in tens ity . W ealth  and the means of pro­
duction rest in  the hands of the m in o rity . So long as the workers do 
not in fr in g e  on th e ir  p roperty rights, so long as they may harvest th e ir 
p ro fits  unchallenged by the producers, so long as class w a r remains 
h idden under the apathy and passiv ity  o f the p ro le ta ria t, ju s t th a t long 
do the hypocrites have th e ir field-day, contending th a t Am erica is the 
land o f equa lity  and opportun ity.

Le t the struggle break through the dead-weight of indifference, le t 
the workers organize fo r  a few  more coins and fo r  the very democratic 
r ig h ts  they hear so much about on the F ourth  of Ju ly , and the Minnea- 
polises and the Toledos an;d the Fríseos rise up to give the lie  to the 
"unim peachable”  r igh ts  tha t the workers are supposed to enjoy.

Power and w ealth rest in  the same hands. To challenge wealth 
is to challenge power. Democracy is bu t the holster fo r  the gun which 
is drawn when tr ic k e ry  is no longer effective against the workers. T ha t 
is the power o f cap ita lism , tha t is why they can affo rd  the le isure o f 
democracy.

The power of the w orkers is not ye t in guns and tear gas. I t  is in  
organization and in  m ilitancy . When organ ization can shut a m etropo­
lis  lik e  Frisco as t ig h t as a clam by means of a general s trike , when the 
workers can have a figh ting  leadership as in  M inneapolis then i t  w i l l  
not be long when even the real democracy o f capita lism — guns and tear 
gas— w ill  be brushed aside. F orw ard to th a t d a y !

*  * * * * *

Red-Baiting on the Coast

T H E  San Francisco general s tr ike  uncovered w ith  one stroke the 
whole depth and w id th  of the class strugg le bo iling  and seething 

underneath the surface of the Am erican in d u s tr ia l scene. S ta rtin g  out 
w ith  a s tr ike  to b ring  about the abo lition  o f the abominable h ir in g  
methods o f the shipp ing trus t, the workers of the Golden Gate area 
became involved in  a struggle which necessitated th e ir  tak in g  a, few  
th ings in  th e ir  own hands: They tied up in d u s try  and made a serious 
e ffo rt to  keep i t  so u n t il the longshoremen and sailors were in  a position 
to get a square deal from  the bosses through h ir in g  ha lls o f th e ir  own.

Im m ediate ly the bosses took up the c ry  o f revo lu tion. Im m ediate ly 
the c iv i l au thorities  howled about the usurpation o f constitu tiona l 
rights. Im m ediate ly the “ labor lov ing ”  N .R.A.—w h ich  in  ever so many 
wordy statements declared itse lf fo r  the in v io la b ility  of the r ig h t  to 
s trike— jo ined the chorus w ith  General Johnson’s miserable shout o f: 
Insurrection.

The bosses did  not stop w ith  the cry o f revo lu tion. They declared 
th e ir  in tention to go ahead w ith  a drive to w ipe ou t the power o f organ­
ized labor in  th is  m igh ty  union tow n  of the West Coast. They proceed­
ed w ith  the organ ization o f "V ig ilan tes”  and started the d rive  against 
the rad ica l element in  the s trike , the Communists.

H o w lin g  about the incursion in to  r igh ts  of the property monopolists 
w h ich fo r tw o  days impeded the m arch of p ro fit ex to rtio n  on the backs 
o f enslaved and exploited to ilers, the “ V ig ilan tes”  have gone ahead w ith  
the barbarous destruction of property accumulated fro m  the hard earned 
pennies o f m ilita n t workmen by rad ica l labo r organizations. The van­
dals wrecked meeting ha lls, th rew  typew rite rs  and mimeographs in to  
the streets from  second s to ry  w indows, burned down p r in t in g  plants. 
The police and the na tiona l guard— the defenders o f law  and' order, the 
guard ians o f the  “ people’s life  and p rope rty” — did they in te rfe re  in  th is  
holocaust o f the bosses’ men?

—-They “ mopped up”  a fte r them, the papers te ll us. They followed 
in  the t r a i l  of the w recking crews and they arrested— not the wreckers, 
bu t the  “ Reds” .

In  arresting  the v ic tim s and not the attackers, the police and the 
N a tiona l Guard proved th a t they were indeed defenders o f “ l i fe  and 
prope rty” , bu t th a t a l l depends upon whose “ life  and prope rty”  is in ­
volved. C erta in ly  no t when i t  is the “ people’s” .

The police and the N a tiona l Guard were mobilized to break the strike. 
The s tr ike  was called by a ll o f organized labor. In  s ta rtin g  ou t w ith  a 
“ clean up”  o f the “ Reds’” in  the strike , the state forces are m erely 
m aking a beginning in  con fo rm ity  w ith  the bosses’ th rea t to crush the 
en tire  labo r movement.

In  th is  wave of te rro r on the coast, every w o rke r m ust rea lize th a t 
a blow against one section of the labor movement means a b low  against 
a ll o f labor. I t  is a m atte r o f self-preservation fo r  a class-conscious 
fh ilita n t, fo r  every good union man to ra lly  to the defense o f the West 
Coast Communists and to  protest th rough his organ ization against the 
te rro r w h ich the bosses have unleashed.

N O T I C E !
A ll  le tte rs, subscriptions, bun­

dle orders, donations and any 
inqu iries  concerning or intended 
fo r  the NEW  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  
magazine, are to be addressed to : 
TH E NEW  INTER N ATIO NA L  

STATION D, P.O. BOX 119 
NEW  YORK, X . Y.

The M ilitan t m ailing  departm ent 
is badly in  need of an addresso- 
graph. The lis ts  are too large fo r  
the method used .at present. Any- 
oiie who knows how to procure such 
a machine cheaply o r wants to  give

a donation fo r th is  special purpose 
w i l l  please w r ite  to  the M ilita n t.

—C ity  Organizer.

W e have ju s t received from  the 
binders a number o f Bound V o l­
umes of the M ilita n t, Series No. 3 
w h ich  includes a ll issues o f the 
M il ita n t  fro m  January 7, 1933 to 
December 30, 1933 inclusive. Copies 
can be obtained' fro m  Pioneer Pub­
lishers, 84 E. 10th Street, a t the 
phenomenally low  price o f $1.50 
plus tw en ty-five  cents fo r  postage. 
R egular price is $2.50. O rder your 
copy im m edia te ly before our supply 
is exhausted.

Leon Trotsky in 
Danger

(Continued fro m  Page 1) 
c iv il war.

"W ha t is the m in is try  of in te r io r 
w a itin g  fo r?  W hy doesn’t  i t  carry 
ou t the expulsion order?

"O r do we have to ca ll on the 
w a r veterans to conduct Trotsky^ to 
the border?”

Needless to say, th is  note is not 
published in  G ringo ire  w ith o u t a 
definite purpose in  view, bu t be­
cause of certa in  circumstances to 
which we sha ll re tu rn  la te r. E v i­
dently we are faced again w ith  the 
unleashing o f the chauvin ist, coun­
te r-revo lu tiona ry  campaign l e t  
loose against T ro tsky  in  May.

O ur comrades, our readers m ust 
be in form ed th a t the position of 
comrade T ro tsky  is  fa r  from  being 
settled. The expulsion order re ­
mains in  force. I f  T ro tsky was not 
expelled i t  is  sim ply because no 
other country would have him , be­
cause i t  was ac tu a lly  impossible to 
“ conduct h im  to the border” . He 
is s t i l l  fac ing  a p lanet w ith o u t a 
visa.

The government has placed T ro t­
sky under surveillance as a rea l 
prisoner, in  an assigned place, un­
der constant watch from  the police. 
He is actua lly  considered a prisoner 
and is no t in  a position “ no rm a l”  
to a foreigner.

B u t w i l l  th is  s itua tion  last? Ob- 
biously not. And the G ringo ire  in ­
dicates as much.

The French government and the 
reactionary circles acting  as agents 
o f w o rld  reaction are preparing a 
more drastic solution. T H E Y  
W A N T  TO IN C A R C E R A TE  TR O T­
SKY IN  A  D IS T A N T  COLONY ON 
ONE OF T H E  A F R IC A N  IS ­
LAN DS. There T ro tsky, on some 
S aint Helene, w i l l  be a prisoner of 
w o rld  reaction. By grace o f Dou- 
mergue, S ta lin  and H it le r  w i l l  be 
satisfied.

T h is solution was already under 
consideration a fte r the “ discovery”  
at Barbizon. B u t they did  no t exe­
cute th is  plan because public op in­
ion was not prepared fo r it. That 
is why they are now preparing a 
new campaign.

We have positive in fo rm ation  at 
hand proving th a t several newspa­
pers are ready to support th is  cam­
paign. B y means o f in tim ida tion , 
th rea t o f physical a ttack— see G rin ­
go ire— by means o f te rro r  they are 
try in g  to force the government to 
ca rry  ou t its  plan im m ediate ly, in  
Ju ly , before the Chamber of Depu­
ties reconvenes.

Despite slanders and lies the 
name o f T ro tsky, tow ering  over 
those o f h is defamers, remains th a t 
of the comrade of Lenin, the leader 
of the October Revolution, the rea l 
con tinuator o f M arx. H is  name is 
bound up w ith  the struggles o f the 
p ro le ta rian  vanguard fo r  the bu ild ­
ing o f the F ou rth  In te rna tiona l.

T h a t is  w hy the in fu ria te d  
French reaction is preparing to pro­
voke an a ttack upon him . Fascism 
and m ilita ry  and police reaction 
wants to s idetrack a tten tion  from  
the new| conspiracy they are con­
cocting against the to ilin g  masses. 
The kept press hasn’t  changed its  
aims. I t  is  a campaign of the same 
press, in  s im ila r circumstances 
whichi led to the assassination of 
Jaures in  1914.

T h is  is a w a rn ing  to ourselves 
and our friends. The campaign fo r  
the defense of T ro tsky  m ust be im ­
mediately broadened. We have re­
ceived testim onia ls of so lida rity  
from  a ll over the globe. The task 
now is  to make th is  so lid a rity  e f­
fective.

(Continued From  Page 1)

F rida y  and K ille d  H enry B. Ness 
and wounded about f i f ty  other 
workers. . . .

W hen a dumb cop shoots unarmed 
pickets, the pickets have a r ig h t to 
defend themselves, bu t the ones to 
blame are those who instructed the 
po lice : Johannes, M a y o r  Bain- 
bridge, and the bosses behind them. 
A l l  are equally g u ilty  o f m urdering 
H enry  B. Ness. . . .

W hen the police are ins truc ted  
to shoot workers they are not to ld  
to make dis tinctions between races, 
na tiona lities , colors, creeds or po­
l i t ic a l persuasions. They are to ld  
to shoot m ilita n t workers of any 
na tion a lity , workers whether Dem­
ocrats, Farm er-Laborites, Socialists 
or Communists. Thus the bosses, 
who t r y  to  create d iv is ion in  the 
ranks o f the workers, make no dis­
tinc tions  when they w ant th e ir po­
lice to  shoot workers. . . .

The li fe  o f our m urdered B ro ther 
typ ifies  the lives of a l l workers. 
The social system gave h im  no 
chance. A t  an ea rly  age he was 
forced to w o rk  to earn a liv in g  and 
to make pro fits  fo r  h is employer. 
Together w ith  o ther workers, he 
was sent to k i l l  and1 to be k ille d  in  
the w orld  w ar. W hat for? F o r 
freedom? No. F o r the sake of 
pro fits  and im p e ria lis t m arkets fo r  
the bosses. M ark  these w o rd s ! 
There is on ly one war, one struggle 
In  which a w orker has a rea l in te r­
est. T h a t is the struggle o f Labor 
against Capita l. . . .

In  1929 came the te rrib le  depres­
sion and H e n ry  B. Ness learned 
w hat freedom the W ar had won. 
F o r h im  and' m illions o f others, the 
freedom to  starve and to he shot 
down w h ile  exercising the  r ig h t of 
peaceful p icketing. . . .

H ow  long w i l l  the w o rk ing  mass-

Drivers Ranks 
Solid Despite 
Provocation
(Continued fro m  Page 1)

instated, th a t no a rb itra tio n  aw ard 
in  wages sha ll be less than 42 i 
cents an hour fo r inside men and 
52J cents an hour fo r  d rivers, were 
unanimously accepted by a meeting 
of the drivers, thus placing the 
onus fo r  the continuance o f the 
s tr ike  d ire c tly  upon the shoulders 
o f the bosses.

Now th a t the troops are out on 
the streets, the employers w ant 
them used to smash the picket lines 
and the Em ployers Committee de­
mands to  know of Governor Olson 
"w hether you w i l l  support the local 
au thorities  w ith  m ilita ry  a id  in  the 
discharge of th e ir  duties, or sup­
po rt the efforts o f the few to law ­
lessly obstruct the flow of norm al 
tra ffic  in  th is  c ity .”

U n ion Gains D a ily
Despite a l l provocations, murders, 

red ba iting  and m a rtia l law , the 
s tr ik e  o f d rivers s t i l l  remains as 
solid as granite , ga in ing hew 
strength w ith  every new day.

In  a smashing reply to the c r im ­
inals who thought th a t the lead 
they emptied in to  the backs o f the 
drivers would dampen the fe rvor 
o f the men, 15,000 workers met here 
last F riday and vowed to hold th e ir 
ranks unbroken. And then, fa r  
surpassing the F rida y  demonstra­
tion, 40,000 workers attended the 
mass funera l the next day o f H a rry  
Ness, shot in  the back by order of 
Chief o f Police Johannes.

A  delegate conference of Em er­
gency R e lie f A dm in is tra tion  w o rk­
ers, called by the M inneapolis Cen­
tra l Council of W orkers, represent­
ing the unemployed, met here and 
voted en thusiastica lly  to support 
the strike, to volunteer fo r p icket 
duty, and to set up committees ef­
fec tive ly  to  a id  the s tr ike  o f Local 
574. More than 800 new members 
have been signed up by the M.C.C. 
W. in  the last few days. A S ta lin ­
is t came to the conference w ith  no 
credentials at a ll. H is  c la im  to 
represent workers fro m  d is tr ic ts  
was im m ediate ly belied by workers 
who were employed there, and a fte r 
several delegates expressed dissat­
isfaction w ith  ly in g  and m isleading 
artic les and ed ito ria ls  in  the D a ily  
W orker, a m otion was unanimous­
ly  adopted th a t the S ta lin is t should 
not be seated. The ed ito ria ls  in  
the D a ily  W orker th a t th is  was 
sp littin g  the u n ity  of the workers 
was met w ith  rounds o f laughter 
by unemployed workers here.

The Ladies A u x ilia ry , w h ich ren­
dered such s igna l services du ring  
the s trike  o f las t May, is continu­
ing its  good w ork. More than 50 
new members! have been adm itted 
to the A u x ilia ry . Many applications 
fo r  membership had to  be turned 
down because they came from  good 
friends who were not e lig ib le  fo r  
membership because they are not 
s tr ike rs ’ wives o r relatives. They 
m a in ta in  a commissary w h ich 
serves 5,000 meals a day and a hos­
p ita l. They have played a leading 
ro le in  d is tr ib u tin g  the  Organizer 
throughout the c ity, m aking collec­
tions fo r  i t  th a t run  in to  hundreds 
o f dollars.

P ortland , Ore., Ju ly  21.— The red
raids here have gotten to the po in t 
where tw enty men, inc lud ing  D irk  
de Jonge one-time Communist can­
didate fo r M ayor here, are being 
held on charges o f c rim ina l synd i­
calism.

es to le rate a social system w hich 
gives to over 12,000,000 unemployeJ 
and th e ir  fam ilies the r ig h t to 
starve in  the m idst o f plenty, which 
gives to m illio ns  more the r ig h t to 
be explo ited and to receive a m is­
erable wage? The answer has been 
given by the workers o f Toledo, 
M ilwaukee, B irm ingham , Frisco, 
Portland, Seattle and M inneapolis. 
The answer is th a t there are m il­
lions o f Nesses, workers ready to 
sacrifice th e ir  lives i f  need be in  
the strugg le against the explo iters 
and oppressors. . . .

One th in g  is  sure. W orkers begin 
to realize th a t they m ust organize 
and struggle. They m ust do every­
th ing  fo r  themselves. M illions  of 
Am erican workers had fa ith  in  the 
New Deal. Now they begin to see 
th a t a New Deal can come to them 
on ly th rough th e ir  own efforts, th e ir 
own organization, struggle and sac­
rifice.

This struggle against oppression 
is no easy task. On the side of the 
bosses are the police, the arm y, the 
courts. The M ayor o f M inneapolis 
does not consider the  lives o f s t r ik ­
ers w o rth  protecting. The only 
th in g  of im portance to h im  is the 
protection o f the bosses’ property, 
the bosses’ r ig h t to keep workers 
enslaved a t low  wages and in  m is­
ery.

W hat is the essence of th is  busi­
ness o f preserving law  and order? 
I f  a man is on the side of the w o rk ­
ers he w i l l  g ra n t them the r ig h t to 
p icket and stop trucks  driven by 
scabs. I  ca ll th a t Law  and Order. 
No trucks  to be driven  except by 
Union men— th a t is La w  and Order. 
B u t i f  a man is on the bosses’ side, 
he wants trucks  to be driven by 
scabs w ith o u t in terference o f p ick ­
ets. B reak ing  the s trike— th a t is 
w ha t Bainbridge and Johannes and 
the bosses mean by “ preserving

Frisco League Is 
Firm

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
beaten by mobs, in  one case the 
"v ig ilan te s”  even stopped a meeting 
in  a cnurch and warned the speak­
er to be care fu l w ha t he said :

To date more than three hundred 
rad ica ls are in  ja i l  in  San F ra n ­
cisco. Steps tow ard deporta tion are 
being taken tow ards non-citizens. 
A ll are held on vagrancy charges. 
No members o f tne League nave 
yet been arrested, a ll are m oving 
care iuny, but s t in  meeting and car­
ry in g  on w ork. Five* members of 
the D is tr ic t Committee of the C. P. 
are m  ja il,  as well as Caroline 
Decker and P at Chambers, organ iz­
ers o f the A g ric u ltu ra l workers, 
under lue present hysteria  the 
u r i in i i ia l syndica lism  law  may be 
enforced and some convictions 
gamed.

C.P. Taken Completely O ff Guard
Tne C. P. apapratus is complete­

ly  unprepareu to meet the change 
a i s itua tion . Terrorized, its  mem­
bership is dropping out las t, its  
many workers ciubs, t ile  rea l back­
bone or the s ta lin is t  movement 
nere have an dissoiveu. Tne i.L .D . 
is not lu iie lio u ing , and George A n­
derson, tne i . i . . d . law yer, refuses 
to ue ie iid Liie members in  ja i l  due 
to ' threats . Neither the D is tr ic t 
Goinm itlee of the C. P. or the Y. 
C. L. has m et since the attack. A l- 
inough the a ttack had been expect­
ed to r several weeks i t  seems tha t 
no auequate preparations had been 
made to meel the s itua tion .

The a ttack came on the second 
day of the general s trike , and was 
organized by the police departm ent 
and the C itizen's Committee. As 
the s tr ike  began to weaken and 
more concessions were made by the 
General s tr ik e  com m ittee, t ile  au- 
tnon ties  became more confident, 
tne a ttack against reds began un­
der the slogan th a t the rea l "A m e r­
ican elements in  me unions did 
not w ant a general s trike  and tha t 
i t  was a ll uue to the "reus ’’ and 
tha t i f  tne "reds were run out ev- 
erytm ng would be peaceful again. 
The slogan was helped by the d is­
honest and indiscreet statem ent ol 
B row der th a t "1200 Communists in  
San Francisco were d irecting  the 
General s t r ik e "— i t  gave them 
"p roo i to back th e ir attack. Hearst 
and tne Am erican Legion played up 
the statem ent and aroused a tre ­
mendous amount of hysteria  in  fa ­
vor of an a ttack  on the "reds” . The 
S ta lin is ts  loca lly  fu r th e r provoked 
the hysteria by c la im ing cred it fo r  
the s trike  w h ile  i t  was s t i l l  on. 
M ayor Rossi Leads the V ig ilantes

M ayor Rossi o f 8. F . has an­
nounced th a t "T h is  (the anti-Red 
campaign j  w il l be the con tinu ing 
policy of the adm in is tra tion .”  Cap­
ta in  O’Meara, head o f the newly 
created red squad, announced “ any­
one found in  the wrecked red head­
quarters w i l l  be arrested. Commu­
nism is through in  Ban Francisco. 
We have wrecked every red nest in  
San Francisco, and we in tend to 
keep them w recked !”

— S. F . LE A G U E  M EM BER .

LOS A N G ELES B R . A C T IV IT IE S  
OPEN FORUM S 

“ The Sau Francisco S trike ”
A n Eye-W itness Report 

Speaker: B IL L  MONROE 
“ Lessons of the General S tr ik e ”  

Speaker: BAM M EYERS 
Wednesday, August 1st, 8 P.M. 

“ D o c trin a ir is in , Reform ism  and the 
S trugg le  fo r  Im m ediate Demands”  
Speaker: E V E R E T T  BERGSTROM  

Wednesday, August 8th, 8 P.M. 
These forum s w i l l  be held at 

M USIC  H A L L  
232 South H a ll S treet 

A u s : In te rn a tio n a l W orkers School 
Admission Free —  Questions and 

Discussion

Law  and O rder.”
The workers have numbers and 

the figh ting  s p ir it  of H enry B. Ness. 
Labor is on the m arch, a new m il i­
ta n t s p ir it  in  its  breast. I f  we 
have to die, i t  sha ll not be w ith  
heads bowed and knees bent, but 
figh ting  fo r freedom and a new 
world . We sha ll die, i f  we must, 
as did our beloved bro ther, Henry 
B. Ness.

I f  the workers w i l l  be filled  w ith  
such a s p ir it, they w i l l  not have to  
die. They w i l l  live  and conquer 
the forces o f exp lo ita tion , o f reac­
tion, of m urder.

Brothers, Sisters, as we leave 
th is  dem onstration we m ust bear in  
our hearts a fierce resolve to ca rry  
on B ro the r Ness’s struggle. We 
m ust not fa il h im ! W e m ust av­
enge his m urder. T h is  we sha ll do 
i f  we struggle to w in  th is  strike, 
i f  we struggle to th row  the exp lo it­
ers from  off ou r backs and to es­
tab lish  a new social order in  w h ich 
the w orker may enjoy the fru its  o f 
his to il.

THE MILITANT
Entered as a second class m a il 

Post Office a t New Y ork, N. Y. Un­
der the act o f M arch 3, 1879.

Published W eekly by the  Com­
m un ist League o f Am erica 

144 Second Ave., New Y ork , N . Y.
Phone; Gram ercy 5-9524 

Voi. 7, No. 3«, (W hole No. 234) 
S A TU R D A Y , J U L Y  38, 1934 

E D IT O R IA L  BO ARD 
M a rtin  Abern James P. Cannon 
M ar Shachtman M aurice  Spector 

A rne Swabeck
Bundle rates one cent per copy. 
Subscription ra te : $1.00 per year 

$0.50 per h a lf  year —  Canada 
and F ore ign : $1.50 per yea r; 
75c fo r  s ix  months.

Goldman's Funeral Oration

WORKERS' BLOOD IS SHED !
(R eprin ted from  The Organizer, J u ly  21, 19^4)

The blood of workers ran free ly  in  the streets o f M inneapolis yes­
terday.

They were shot down and wounded by the un iform ed thugs com­
manded by Police Chief M ichael Johannes, by Johannes the M urderer, 
in  the name of the c ity  ad m in is tra tion  and a t the behest of its  master, 
the C itizens A lliance.

F orty-e igh t sons ofl the w o rk ing  class were mowed down by shot 
guns in  the hands o f police.

They were shot down though they were defenseless and unarmed, 
lik e  anim als in  a trap .

They were shot in  the back by base cowards who dared not look 
them in  the face.

I t  was no ba ttle  th a t took place on T h ird  S treet N o rth  yesterday. 
I t  was a massacre. A  cunning ly conceived, d iabo lica lly  planned and 
cold-bloodedly executed massacre.

A  COLD BLO O D E D  PRO VO CATIO N

On Thursday, the Citizens A lliance  met a t t lie  Radisson Hote l. The 
thorough manner in  which the s tr ik in g  members of Local 574 had closed 
down the m arket, had d riven  the employers desperate. I t  was decided 
to lay a tra p  and provoke a blood-bath. I t  was from  tha t source tha t 
Johannes received his orders.

On the same day, a t 2 P. M., Johannes ordered a tu rn o u t o f his 
police. T ha t day’s T ribune  reported him  as sa y in g :

“ W e’re go ing to s ta rt moving goods. Don’t take a beating. You 
have shotguns and you know how to use them. When we are finished 
w ith  th is  convoy there w i l l  be other goods to move.”

T w en ty-four hours la te r the wholesale d is tr ic t echoed the c la tte r of 
shotguns, rifles and autom atic pisto ls fired by dozens o f police who had 
caught a group o f workers in  a trap.

A  trap— th a t’s w hat i t  w a s ! Look a t the photographs reproduced 
in  th is  m orn ing ’s ed ition  o f the M inneapolis T ribune. In  the scab tru c k  
which was being escorted by the heavy police convoy, can be seen only a 
half-dozen sm all cartons. There was no serious e ffo rt being made to 
move large loads of goods. The tru c k  was on ly a decoy to d raw  p icke t­
ing workers in to  a m urderers’ trap .

Look again a t the photographs. In  one o f them, a hand fu l of pickets 
is to be seen in  th e ir  c ru is ing  truck . From  a ll sides, the) police are 
rush ing down upon them. Police car doors are opening up to em it a 
dev il’s spawn armed w ith  shotguns. T h e ir m urderous weapons are 
aimed a t the s trike rs  from  every angle, and the next moment the muz­
zles belch a fus ilade o f shot.

The workers are com pletely unarmed and helpless. They* do not 
have a r if le  among th e m ; not a g u n ; not a c lu b ; nob a stick.

B u t oh, these lions o f men, these heroes o f the w o rk ing  c lass ! They 
do not fa lte r  fo r an instant. N o t fo r  a second do they hesitate, even In 
face o f the overwhelm ingly superior force th a t confronts! them, th a t 
shoots In to  th e ir  ranks w ith o u t a w ord  of w arn ing. T h e ir stout hearts 
beating w ith  a m agnificent courage, they face the enemy un flin ch ing ly  
and seek to stop the scab truck  sent out to rob them, to rob th e ir  w ives 
and children, of the miserable crusts of bread which are th e ir  lo t.

They never had a chance.
B u t these are m en ! These are lion -hea rted ! The firs t detachment 

quivers and fa lls  under the w ith e rin g  fire  o f the police. Then, to  the 
aid o f th e ir  fa lle n  brothers, from  the ranks o f other s tr ike rs  and w o rk­
ers sym pathetic w ith  th e ir  cause, comes a second wave ro llin g  r ig h t 
in to  the jaw s o f the shotguns. .But they too must give w ay before the 
murderous fire.

How  proud the police m ust be o f th e ir tr iu m p h ! And haven’t  they 
cause to be? Was I t  no t w ith  ease th a t they, mowed down the s tr ike rs—  
these dozens of police, armed w ith  dozens o f shotguns and pistols? 
D idn ’ t  they do a be tte r job  than ever before in  the h is to ry  o f M innea­
polis? Haven’t  they made the name o f th e ir ch ie f r in g  th roughou t the 
land? D idn ’t they crush the c rim ina ls  who were armed on ly w ith  bare 
fists ?

T H E  C R IM E  O F T H E  S T R IK E R S

F or c rim ina ls  they are, these s trike rs . They have com m itted the 
greatest crim e known to our modern society. They have stood up, these 
im pudent slaves, and demanded wages th a t w i l l  enable them to liv e  like  
hum an beings. They have demanded hours o f labor th a t w i l l  pe rm it 
them a l i t t le  rest and recreation, a few  more years o f life . They have 
demanded recognition of th e ir elementary organizations o f defense 
against cruel exp lo ita tion : the w ork ingm an ’s Union.

Is th is  not a crim e? And fo r th is  crime, which has already p ro ­
duced thousands o f heroes and m arty rs  throughout the w orld , m any fa ­
mous and many nameless, the workers m ust be punished. They m ust 
be taught th e ir  lesson. The vipers’ nest o f the C itizens A lliance, o f the 
Law  and Order League, has commanded it .  The command has been 
obeyed w ith  powder and shot.

Yes, butchers and assassins, the workers have learned a lesson, but 
not the one you thought to teach them. They have learned on ly to  
tigh ten th e ir ranks, to l in k  th e ir  pow erfu l arm s together m ore firm ly , 
to clench th e ir  teeth and march more reso lute ly towards th e ir  goal.

The shot you fired in to  th e ir  defenseless bodies has not broken them, 
as you thought i t  would. I t  has only toughened them, steeled them—  
not fo r  tom orrow ’s massacres, bu t fo r  tom orrow ’s battles. They w i l l  
not pe rm it themselves to be massacred.

You thought you would shoot Local 574 in to  ob liv ion. B u t you on ly  
succeeded in  m aking 574 a ba ttlec ry  on the lips of every self-respecting 
w orkingm an and workingwom an in  M inneapolis.

You thought you would separate the rank and file  from  th e ir leaders. 
You on ly succeeded in cementing the bond th a t holds them  together in  
an efficient figh ting  arm y.

You thought you would alienate the labor movement fro m  574. You 
only succeeded in  ra lly in g  every section o f the labor movement to ou r 
cause, in  b ring ing  one Union endorsement o f our f ig h t a fte r another, in  
having one Union a fte r another put its  men and resources a t our disposal.

You thought you would create an antagonism between 574 and the 
rest of the workingm en o f M inneapolis, th a t you would fr igh te n  them 
away w ith  your despicable “ red scare.”  B u t las t n igh t 15,000 men and 
women roared th e ir condemnation o f your dastard ly  a ttack, roared 
th e ir  endorsement, o f 574’s m ilita n t fight. T h e ir voices w i l l  echo and 
re-echo throughout the c ity .

You thought you would cut us to pieces w ith  your shotguns. B u t 
you on ly succeeded in  having the whole labor movement forge an iron  
shield of pro tection around us.

You thought to in tim ida te  us w ith  your bu lle ts. B u t you on ly 
aroused the anger and ind igna tion  o f every honest workingm an, you 
showed him  more c learly  than ever th a t th is  is not m erely the fig h t of 
574, bu t the figh t of the whole labor movement.

W O R K E R S ! SPEAK O UT IN  PRO TEST

A nd now  the s ta lw a rt ba ta llions o f M inneapolis labor w i l l  speak 
out as they have never spoken before.

Every unorganized w orker w i l l  im m ediate ly jo in  the Union o f his 
c ra ft, trade o r industry , because—

Now is the tim e  to  make M inneapolis a  100 per cent Un ion to w n !
The workers w i l l  not le t the C itizens A lliance  smash 574. Instead, 

they w i l l  smash the reactionary, open-shop conspiracy o f the A lliance.
Bow ing th e ir  heads in  adm ira tion  fo r  the b ravery  o f the dozens who 

now lie  on hospita l cots, they w i l l  be inspired by the words of one hero 
who, fu lly  aw are th a t his death is a t hand, has s a id : “ T e ll the boys 
no t to  give up, to  s tick  i t  ou t t i l l  they’ve won.”

Loca l 574 has received its  baptism  in  fire  and' blood. I t  emerges 
from  i t  firm e r and more resolute. And now—

I t  w i l l  man the picket lines w ith  w orkers from  every trade in  M in ­
neapolis.

I t  w i l l  pe rm it no trucks  to be moved— by nobody!
I t  w i l l  not cap itu la te  and surrender. I t  w i l l  figh t doggedly t i l l  i t  

wins.
I t  w i l l  help make M inneapolis a Union town, a f it te r  place fo r  w o rk ­

ingmen to  live  in .
The blood o f its  heroes w i l l  on ly  nourish the roots o f 574 and make 

i t  a m igh ty  oak.
Woe to h im  who tr ie s  to cut i t  dow n! Woe to the m urderers and 

assassins! F o r the oak w i l l  grow  and flou rish  and tr ium p h  over a ll 
obstacles!

U n ion men, f ig h t on !


