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MINNEAPOLIS STRIKES M O NDAY
Mass Meeting of Local 574 Unanimously Accepts Call 

for W alkout; Repudiates Tobin - Bosses Red Scare
Teamsters Join
D o c k  W o rkers 
in Frisco Strike

B U L L E T I N
As we go to  press, there comes 

the news that the teamsters of 
San Franscisco and Oakland, re­
volting against exploitation on 
the ir own jobs as w ell as against 
the boss terror used on the s trik ­
ing waterfront workers, have 
gone out on strike, 3,700 strong. 
W ith  trucking strikes looming in  
in  Duluth and St. Paul, as w ell as 
Minneapolis, It begins to look as 
though the crowd in  control of 
the International Union may have 
the ir hands fu ll.

•  * *  *  •

San Francisco, July 11.—T errific  
pressure fo r, and te rrific  pressure 
against, a general strike—this is 
the meaning o f events herd, since 
last Thursday’s murderous attack 
on the strikers by the police, k illin g  
two strikers and wounding scores 
o f others. W ith the bringing in of 
the National Guard immediately a f­
te r the police attack, the issue was 
clearly drawn : E ither a general 
strike to  back up the w aterfront 
strike, or complete defeat fo r the 
strikers.

Only a general strike can savd 
the w aterfront strike, because the 
State of California itse lf is the chief 
strike-breaker. The so-called “ op­
ening o f the port”  by the bossds’ 
Industria l Association was a fraud. 
A ll they did was get five 'trucks to 
be loaded and travel up and back 
from  the pier to a nearby ware­
house. This didn’t  make a dent in 
the* mountain-high load o f goods 
piled1 on the docks. But the State- 
owndd Belt Line Railway, which 
connects the piers to the railroads 
is endangering the strike. Its  
fre igh t cars are loaded up on the 
docks, then shunted on to the ra il­
road tracks, and there they are un­
loaded and the goods delivered in 
the c ity by truck.

Casey Affords the Pretext
The Teamsters Union could stop 

this, but the veteran reactionary 
teamster chief, Michael Casey, has 
lim ited truck drivers’ cooperation 
w ith  the strike  to refuse to deliver 
goods to and from  the pieçs. Even 
th is he did on the basis that the 
teamsters were “ endangered”  by 
the strikers’ struggle against scabs. 
This provided the excuse fo r the 
Industria l Association, which in i­
tiated the bloody Thursday fight on 
the pretext that they had sufficient 
longshoremen to work, but that 
goods could not be taken away from  
the piers because the teamsters 
were a fra id  o f the strikers.

On Sunday the teamsters voted 
overwhelmingly to go out on strike 
in  sympathy w ith  the marine work­
ers. This is the most important 
single step in  moving to aid the 
waterfront fight. But Casey is s till 
on the job. He got the teamsters 
to  postpone going out u n til Thurs­
day, and then got them to agrée to 
another strike vote Wednesday (to­
n ight).

The worst danger to  the strike is 
the so-called “ Strategy Committee’ 
set up Friday night by the San 
Francisco Labor Council. This 
had a double purpose. F irs t, i t  was 
a substitute for the General Strike 
Committee proposal, which was 
supported by many of the unions. 
The substitute merely provides a 
committee to advise the strik ing  
unions. Second, i t  was a maneuver 
to put the “ Strategy Committee”  at 
the head of the w aterfront strike, 
so that its  seven members—whom

PRESIDENT BROWN TEACHES 
TOBIN LESSON IN  UNIONISM

(Continued from  Page 1)

Comrade Thor Dead
San Francisco.—The proletariat 

o f America lost one of its  
staunchest and most courageous 
fighters w ith  the passing o f Com­
rade Andy Thor. The strain o f 
long weeks directing the picket 
lines of the water fron t strike 
told' at last on a heart whose 
every beat was fo r the working 
class. Comrade Andy, s till a t his 
post o f duty, was found dead at 
the wheel of his car.

Fearing fou l play, fo r Comrade 
Andy is not the only s triker who 
has been found dead at his post 
of duty, his comrades instituted 
an autopsy independent o f the or­
ig inal police verdict but i t  was 
comrade Andy's heart swollen 
from  the te rrific  strain o f loading 
cargoes that had faltered,

H is brave w ife, his two beauti­
fu l children and his comrades 
mourn the passing o f th is lovable 
and courageous worker.

“ Thd cry o f Communism raised 
by those who have contributed 
nothing to the organization o f our 
Union or to the conduct of the 
recent strike is in itse lf a con­
demnation of those who helped 
raise the cry. Wd organized 
drivers, helpers, petroleum work­
ers, and inside workers fo r the 
specific purpose of securing for 
them shorter hours and higher 
wages. To do this wd use the 
structure provided by the Ameri­
can Federation of Labor. We 
have confined our efforts to trade 
union activities. The union is 
conducted as a democratic, eco­
nomic instrument to achieve rbn 
ends set fo rth  above. The p o liti­
cal affiliations of our membership 
is not the concern of the leader­
ship or of the rank and file. 
Every worker has complete free­
dom in this respect. This is one 
of the fundamental principles of 
organized Labor.”

Quoted from the Organizer, 
Voi. I, No. 3.

10,000 March in 
Big Labor Parade

Minneapolis.— On Friday night, 
July 6, workers of the Tw in Cities 
massed solidly in  the greatest dem­
onstration o f m ilitan t labor solidar­
ity  Minneapolis has ever seen to 
show their unanimous support of 
the fight being put up by thd Gen­
eral Drivers, Helpers, Petroleum 
Workers and Inside Workers Union 
No. 574, against the lying and mur­
derous onslaught of the Citizen’s 
Alliance—an attack directed not 
only a t the lives and liv ing  stand­
ards of the Drivers, but an attack 
upon the entire organized labor 
movement in  Minneapolis. T h e  
great parade, culm inating in  an 
overflow mass meeting a t the Mu­
nicipal auditorium, recorded the 
enthusiastic sentiment o f the Tw in 
C ity working class fo r m ilitan t ac­
tion in support of "Local 574” , the 
pride of the labor movement here.

Beginning at six o’clock, labor­
ing men and women filed into the 
Block 20 d istrict. For over an 
hour steady streams of workers 
continued to pour into the workers’ 
section of Minneapolis—teamsters, 
street car employees, building 
tradesmen, brewery workers, ra il­
road workers, the organized unem­
ployed, whole truckloads of dele­
gates from  the progressive Farm­
er’s Holiday Association, scores of

(Continued from  Page 1)

Daniel Tobin 
G oes to Bat 
For the Bosses

Joining his voice to that of the 
bosses in raising the Red-Scare 
against the m ilitan t leaders of Lo­
cal 574 has been the contribution of 
Daniel J. Tobin, general president 
of the International Brotherhood of 
Teamsters, Chauffeurs, Stablemen 
and Helpers, on the Cve of the sec­
ond strike.

This reactionary scate, who sits 
in a swivel chair the year round 
collecting the fa t salary of $10,000 
per annum and expenses, who gave 
no Cooperation to the workers in 
the ir firs t strike in  Minneapolis, 
now comes to the fore—at the most 
crucial moment—showing his “sol­
id a rity ”  w ith  the drivers by de­
nouncing the ir sterling leadership 
as “ radicals and Communists” .

Solidarity i t  is. Solidarity w ith 
the bosses.

Tobin has already received the 
answer for his perfidious strike­
breaking move.

From the bosses, praises and 
panegyric—big scarehead streamers 
in the Minneapolis capitalist rags.

A Smashing Repudiation
From the workers, a smashing 

repudiation. A t the union meeting 
of Ju ly 9th of Local 574 fu ll confi 
lienee in  the leadership was mani­
fest. And on the same night a con­
ference o f business agents in  the 
Building Trades Unions met and 
voted to condemn Tobin’s red scare 
and to  reaffirm  the ir fu ll support of 
Local 574.

Of the leadership that led the 
w hirlw ind strike o f ten days in 
May that brought victory into the 
lap of men who had never seen the 
inside of a union before, the em­
ployers’ pal, Tobin says that “ lan­
guage describing, or capable of de 
scribing th is class of sdrpent, in  the 
shape j> f a working man would not 
be put into p rin t. A ll we can say 
to our people is to beware of these 
wolves in  sheep’s clothing.”

I f  Tobin believes, that by this 
treachery, fo r which the bosses un­
doubtedly show the ir gratitude, he 
can sp lit the serried ranks of 574 
and set the workers against each 
other on an issue that w ill cripple 
the ir ranks and bring victory to the 
Citizen’s Alliance then le t him read 
the statement of W illiam  Brown, 
president of 574 and he w ill know 
that the Minneapolis drivers are 
ready to speak to him in  one lan-

( Continued on Page 4)

Minneapolis Sidelights
Minneapolis, July 11. — During 

last Friday’s parade up N icollet 
Ave. the Minneapolis Central Coun­
c il of Workers (unemployed) which 
contains scores of the po litica lly 
more advanced workers, pleased the 
thousand's of spectators by singing 
working class songs along the line 
o f march—Hold the Fort, Solidari­
ty, Pie in  the Sky. To many work­
ers, such songs are a new experi­
ence. They showed their apprecia­
tion by applauding lus tily  and jo in ­
ing in  when they could catch the 
words. A ll except a small group 
standing in  fron t of a church on 
upper N icollet. A horrified look 
appeared on the shiny faces o f the 
F a ith fu l as the M.C.C.W. swept by 
choraling “ Preacher and the Slave” . 

* * •
Not only are the eyes of the Am­

erican workingclass turned toward 
Minneapolis. W ith anxiety in  the ir 
hearts the bosses from  coast to 
coast are. watching, baffled and 
troubled, the situation here. W alter 
Davenport of Collier’s is in  town. 
Correspondents from  h a lf a dozen 
big papers, including the yellow 
Chicago Tribune, arrived on Tues­
day to cover the approaching events 
fo r the ir papers.

*  •  *

The re-w rite man on one of the 
largest local sheets has admitted 
tha t he is a member of the Silver 
Shirts—he says, “ Ya, our govern­
ment is almost perfect now; in  a 
year or so—when we have a real 
dictatorship—it  w ill be perfect; 
perfect fo r my class, but bell fo r 
the workers.”  Looks like  we can

expect some really ungarbled strike 
ndws from this fellow . In  a pig’s 
eye!

*  *  *

The S talinist Unemployed Coun­
cils were a trifle  piqued because 
they were not permitted to carry 
political banners in  Friday’s trade 
union demonstration. A  delegation 
from  the Drivers came over and 
firm ly removed a ll po litica l ban­
ners. The Stalinists, you know, 
have tried  through a phony “ rank- 
and-file committee”  to sp lit the m il­
itan t Drivers Union. Surprisingly 
enough, the rank and file  of the 
union give short sh rift to these 
people. Not because they are Com­
munists (the red scare has been 
effectively put bdhind the eight 
ba ll) ; but because they are such 
miserable, disloyal, unscientific and 
myopic Stalinists.

*  •  *

In  case the new strike  breaks, the 
D rivers plan to  issue special but­
tons to the unemployed picketers 
who are organized under the M.C. 
C.W. banner And at the conclusion 
o f the strike, the Drivers are going 
to fight w ith  the organized unem­
ployed fo r the la tte r’s demands.

*  *  *

Herd’s an item gleaned from  the 
Organizer, weekly 574 p a p e r  
“ W hile we do not believe that the 
government’s agricu ltura l program 
w ill be of any benefit to the farmer, 
we do th ink that every th ird1 Car- 
son should be plowed under.”  (Car- 
son is one of the bigger shots in  
the S talin ist ranks here.)

BOSSES WENT W ILD WHEN 
THEY READ TH IS SQUIB

The bosses quote this comment 
from  the Organizer (Vol. I, No. 
1), official organ of Local 574 and 
rave incoherently about respect 
fo r dead men.

“ The ‘Low and Odor’ League”
“ We just found out that th is 

fellow John D illinger is a ‘Piker.’ 
The Government is offering only 
$10,000 Bucks fo r his capture.— 
Small town stuff—Why?; he only 
killed  fifteen or twenty people. 
R ight here in our home town the 
Tow and odor’ League is offering 
$20,000 fo r any inform ation lead­
ing to the apprehension o f the ex­
term inator of a couple of rats.”

“Notes from our W ild Animal 
Department:

“ There w ill be less rats in the 
Central Market th is summer. 
What H o! Grand Ju ry !”

Red H erring Cover 
For Real Issues

Despairing of swindling the M in­
neapolis workers out of the ir strike- 
won wage increases by a broad 
campaign of public intim idation 
which reeks w ith  insinuation and 
calumny, the Citizens Alliance has 
resorted to the time worn method 
when a ll others fa il—thd Red Scare.

In  dragging the red herring 
across the fron t page of the prosti­
tuted capitalist press the Minnea­
polis bosses are trying  to d ivert at­
tention from  the outstanding issue 
before the Minneapolis working 
class.

The Real Issue
That issue, recognized by every 

working man in  the Tw in Cities, is 
the stubborn refusal of the employ­
ers to increase the wrdtehed wages 
o f the drivers and to deal w ith  the 
inside men as represented by 574.

They charge the union leadership 
w ith, being Communists. By that 
they hopd to estrange the sympathy 
of the Minneapolis toilers and to 
sp lit the solid phalanx of the D riv­
ers Union.

Reports in another column of the 
M ilita n t show what a complete dud 
their red scare turned out to be.

In  th is campaign to terrorize 
public opinion the Minneapolis 
bossds have found themselves in 
hearty agreement w ith  Dan Tobin, 
International Teamsters President.

The Minneapolis D aily Star fea­
tures the revolting attack on the 
local leadership under a big scare 
head, “COMMUNISTIC, RADICAL 
INFLUENCE IN  LOCAL DRIV­
ERS’ UNION SCORED.”

Thd leadership o f the local union 
is branded as red because the ir 
direction was so effective. I t  is 
branded as Communistic because it  
brought the bosses to the ir knees 
before they had time to consider a 
plan of battle. I t  is stigmatized as 
“ radical”  because the bosses feel 
themselves powerless against its  
unconquerable m ilitancy.

A “ S tartling ’’ Discovery 
A “ startling”  discovery is made 

by the “Employers Advisory- Com­
mittee, representing 166 Employers”  
in one of their half-page ads which 
costs them $431.30 fo r one issue. 
W ith mock indignation they how l: 

“ Further evidence o f the typd of 
men who are attempting to arouse 
honest workingmen to vote a general 
strike is furnished in  a handbill re­
cently distributed in  the streets of 
Minneapolis. This handbill issues a 
ca ll fo r a mass meeting a t which 
speakers (which the handbill iden­
tifies as ‘outstanding strike lead­
ers’ ) w ill speak on the Minneapolis

(Continued on Page 4)

Housewarming
A housewarming party a t the 

ndw headquarters of the New York 
Local of the Communist League of 
America w ill take place Saturday, 
July 14th at 8 P.M. The new head­
quarters are located a t 144 Second 
Ave., corner 9th Street. A program 
o f entertainmdnt has been arranged 
fo r th is occasion, food and refresh­
ments w ill be served. A ll friends 
and sympathizers are invited.

Strike Call o f Local 574
(By A irm a il to the M ilita n t)

MINNEAPOLIS, July 11.—Since the settlement o f the strike on May 
25th, Local 574, through its  duly authorized representative^, has been 
attempting to negotiate wage scales w ith  the employers in  acctorflpnce 
w ith  the agreement which brought about the ending of the strike. We 
-have attempted to settle w ith  the employers a ll other matters le ft fori 
negotiation. A ll these (attempts to settle the dispute by negotiation, con­
ducted w ith  the greatest patience and persistence, have met w ith  fa ilure. 
The employers, egged on by the Union-hating C itizen^ Alliance, behind 
which stand the banks and the sinister financial interests of W all Street, 
have violated the agreement. They have set out to break our union and 
rob us of the fru its  of our victory.

A ll the efforts o f our Union, over a period of six weeks since the 
ending of the strike, to establish liv ing  wages and hours have been frus­
trated by the arrogant attitude of the employers. The Regional Labor 
Board by iis  action, or rather, by its fa ilu re  to  act, has aided in  ©very 
case in  upholding the hand of the employers. Every attempt of the Union 
to negotiate and secure satisfaction fo r the just demands o f its  members 
lias been met w ith  evasions, tricks and subterfuges. Every approach fo r 
practical discussions of our grievances has been answered by columns of 
paid newspaper advertisements filled  w ith  misrepresentations, lies and 
slanders against the union and its  leadership.

THE AGREEMENT VIOLATED BY THE BOSSES
The v ita l questions of wages and hours, which are of life  and death 

concern to our members and the ir famUies, have been caUously ignored. 
The right of the Union to represent a ll its  members—which was explicit­
ly  agreed to in the strike settlement, has been denied. Seniority rules 
provided fo r in tlie  agreement have been violated by the m ajority of the 
firms.

In  th is unscrupulous course, the Citizens’ Alliance and the employers 
are seeking to sh ift the issue. They cloak the ir campaign to wreck the 
Trade Union movement and deprive the workers of decent human lives 
behind personal attacks on the leaders of the Union. The bosses want 
to dictate to the Union what leaders i t  should have. We reject this dic­
tation. We have the right to be represented by leaders of our own choos­
ing and we intend to  assert th is righ t. We reject the insolent demand of 
the Citizens’ Alliance and the bosses to choose our leaders fo r us. Local 
574 is a democratic trade union organization. Its  membership is fu lly  
capable o f deciding th is question for itse lf w ithout any advice from  the 
exploiters of labor.

Tlie general membership meeting declares that the leaders o f our 
Union have faithfuUy served the interests of the membership. They 
have conducted themselves as responsible trade union officials and have 
not imposed on the Union any issues, po litica l or otherwise, contrary to 
the interests of the Union and its  members. They have shown their 
efficiency as organizers in  the building of our Union. They have demon­
strated the ir loyalty and courage under fire.

THE “ RED SCARE”  MANEUVER
The “ Red Scare”  of the Citizen’s Alliance is nothing but a fraudulent 

manoeuvre to distract our attention from  the struggle fo r decent liv ing 
conditions and demoralize our ranks. They w ill not succeed. H ie  condi­
tions of our lives are too b itte r. Nobody can divert us from  the fight 
to better them.

We note w ith  the greatest indignation that D. J. Tobin, President of 
our International organization, has associated himself w ith  th is diaboli­
cal game of the bosses by publishing a slanderous attack on our leader­
ship in  the official magazine. The fact that this attack has become part 
of the “ ammunition”  o f the bosses in the ir campaign to wreck our union, 
is enough fo r any intelligent worker to estimate i t  fo r what i t  rea lly is. 
We say p la in ly to D. J. Tobin: I f  you can’t  act 'like  a Union man'} and 
help us, instead of helping the bosses, then at least have the decency to 
stand aside and le t us fight our battle alone. We did i t  in  the organiza­
tion  campaign and in  the previous strike and we can do i t  again. We 
received absolutely no help of any kind from  you. Our leadership and 
guidance has come from  our own local leaders, and from  them alone. 
We put our confidence in  them and w ill not support any attack on them 
under any circumstance.

We are fighting fo r more wages, fo r better hours and working con­
ditions and fo r the righ t of Union organization. The conditions under 
which we work are intolerable fo r men who want to live as human beings 
and who aspire to  provide a decent existence and a future fo r the ir 
fam ilies in  this, the richest country in  the world. That is our right. We 
have worked fo r it, and we intend to fight fo r i t  to  the b itte r end.

AN APPEAL FOR SOLIDARITY
In  doing so we feel deeply convinced that we are fighters fo r the 

preservation of the Trade Union movement and fo r the rights and in te r­
ests o f a ll workers. Our strength and confidence is  m ultip lied by the 
conviction that our feUow workers and brother unionists in  other trades, 
who helped us so nobly before} w ill ra lly  to our aid again. We rely on 
the sympathy and so lidarity of the other unions and workers! organiza­
tions who endorsed our demands by the ir presence in  the great labor 
demonstration Friday, July 6th. We appeal fo r the support also of the 
organizations o f farmers and gardeners, o f the unemployed workers, of 
the rank and file  of small business and professional people—of a ll who 
are cheated and oppressed by the financial tyrants who turned our great 
rich  country into a land o f privation and misery fo r the masses.

We are confident that our appeal w ill not be in vain. Therefore, 
convinced of the justice of our cause, relying on our own strength and 
the sympathetic aid of the great majority of the population, the general 
membership meeting solemnly declares:

1. A ll members o f Local No. 574 w ill go on strike fo r the enforce­
ment of the Union demands on Monday, Ju ly 16th, a t 12 o’clock 
m idnight.

2. We call upon our sister Local No. 120 in  St. Paul to  take sim ilar 
action at its  general membership meeting Thursday night, and 
we pledge to Local 120 our solidarity and co-operation in  a jo in t 
struggle to a successful conclusion.

3. We call upon a ll other trade unions in  the Tw in Cities to ra lly  
to our support w ith  moral and financial aid and to hold them­
selves in  readiness to take sympathetic strike  action i f  such 
becomes necessary to secure our victory and somsb the union- 
wreeking campaign of the Citizens’ Alliance.

Central Labor 
U nion Backs 
Drivers’ Local

By JAMES P. CANNON
Minneapolis, July 11 (By W ire). 

—S p irit ran high among a ll sections 
of the Minneapolis working class 
tonight, as thousands of workers in 
a mass meeting of General Drivers 
Union 574 cast a unanimous vote 
to strike the transportation indus­
try  fo r the second time in less than 
sixty days. As a result of tonight’s 
decision, Minneapolis w ill be tied 
up tigh t as a drum from Monday 
night u n til the bosses grant the 
union’s demands.

I t  was announced at the meeting 
that a strike vote would be taken 
by the Duluth local.

The mass meeting boiled over 
w ith enthusiasm whdn the members 
of 574 were asked to adopt a vote 
of confidence in  the ir local union 
leaders. Unanimously they repudi­
ated the vicious attacks made on 
Wm. S. Brown, the Dunnes, Carl 
Skoglund and the other local Wad­
ers by the bosses and Dan J. Tobin, 
International President o f the 
Brotherhood of Teamsters. Point­
ing out that the International has 
done nothing to help organize the 
Minneapolis truckdrs, they refused 
to be stampeded by the Red scare 
and reendorsed the leaders who 
bu ilt 574 and led it  to victory in 
thfe spring.

W hile the members of 574 wdre 
taking these decisive steps, the 
Minneapolis Central Labor Union 
also held an important session. The 
resolution adopted by 574 was laid 
before this body, thd controlling 
organ of the A. F. of L. in  Minne­
apolis. Here, too, the response was 
unanimous. The resolution was 
adopted and' the C.L.U. pledged fu ll 
support to the coming strike. Thus 
Minneapolis labor gave an authen­
tic  class answer to the bosses and 
a ll the ir agents.

St. Paul to  Vote on Strike
President Fleming of the St. 

Paul truckdrs, addressing the mass 
meeting, announced that on Thurs­
day his organization, Local 120, 
w ill also take a strike vote. “We 
have the same grievances as you 
have,”  Fleming stated, “ and we 
are fo r common action.”  Fleming 
also repudiatdd Tobin’s attacks on 
the leaders of 574 which have been 
published as paid advertising o f 
the Employers Advisory Committee, 
leader of the strike-brdaking crowd.

Among the speakers at the mass 
meeting were President Brown of 
Local 574, the three Dunnd broth­
ers—Vincent, Grant and Miles—and 
representatives o f the Ladies’ Aux­
ilia ry  of Local 574. One speaker 
declared! on bdhalf o f the latter, 
that “ we w ill fight side by side 
w ith the men to the finish.”  ¡Wild 
applause greeted her statement.

The m ilitan t sp irit of the mdeting 
quickly conveyed itse lf beyond the 
conflnds o f the hall. Ever since the 
mass demonstration of last Friday 
the so lidarity sentiment of Minne­
apolis workers has been moving to 
new heights. Tonight workers of 
many industries waited outside the 
truckers’ meeting to get the deci­
sion.

In  addition to this sp irit of soli­
darity, therd is a sp irit of firm  
determination afoot. The la s t  
truckers’ strike was a tough fight, 
but everyone is ready to face even 
tougher resistance.

Strike ta lk is spreading to other 
industries. Barbers, auto mechan­
ics, laundry and dry cleaning work­
ers, ice wagon drivers, re ta il clerks, 
street railway workers, dental me­
chanics, upholsterers and building 
trade's workers a ll have long-stand­
ing grievances. The notion of a 
united struggle fo r decent condi­
tions is rapidly gaining ground. 
The laundry and dry cleaning d riv ­
ers have affiliated w ith Local 574, 
the th ird  form erly independent 
group to take such action since the 
last strike victory.

Last minute frantic efforts of the 
bosses to head off the strike are now 
to be expected. They no doubt w ill 
intensify the ir slander campaign 
against the union leadership. To­
night’s vote, however, makes one 
thing clear: the workers know 
their interests and are not to be 
drawn off by any red herrings.
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R E V IE W IN G  
TH E N E W S

That Omnipresent “ Zack Tendency”
“ Under the leadership of the 

Communist International, w ith  the 
best diselpld, Stalin at the head” 
the Communists of the entire capi­
ta lis t world were w ithdrawn from 
the regular trade union movement 
and set the task o f building revolu­
tionary unions. In  the United 
States in 1930 the A. F. of L. was 
said to be openly Fascist and the 
Party in  resolutions, articles and 
speeches stated, “ The most funda­
mental task in mass work is the 
building o f revolutionary unions of 
the T.U.U.L.”  In  England the new 
line of Stalinism was so well car­
ried out that good rank-and-file 
members of the trade unions con­
sidered the Party to be anti-trade 
unionist. (H arry P o llitt admitted 
this in the English D aily Worker.)

The result of this policy was ev­
erywhere the same, isolation and 
defeat. This has fina lly  become 
evident to Browder himself in Am­
erica and so we have resolutions, 
open-letters and plenums, a ll taking 
up the situation. Not fo r the pur­
pose of finding where the fa u lt was 
and1 laying the blame. No, not at 
a ll. Every child knows that the 
C. I. w ith  Stalin at the head is re­
sponsible.

But who in the Party dares to 
say that. So the search is on for 
a scape-goat and apparently in 
America Zack is “ i t ”  Browder, 
solemn as an owl, announces, “The 
Zack tendency to underestimate and 
hamper work in  the A. F. of L. un­
ions is being slowly overcome.” In  
a ll other countries other Zacks who 
were dumb enough to actually be­
lieve in  the correctness of the C. I. 
line are now being made the goats 
fo r six years of S talinist trade un­
ion nonsense. And they ca ll i t  a 
revolutionary, Communist Interna­
tional.

*  *  *  *

Rudolf Hess Defends H itle r 
and Murder

Rudolf Hess who succeeds the 
homo-sexual Roehm as the closest 
associate of H itle r, delivered a 
speech last Sunday. A few extracts 
from  the speech w ill indicate that 
in  shooting his former intim ate 
companion, Roehm, and securing a 
new one, H itle r, like  Henry V III, 
was not in  search o f brains.

Speaking of the slaughter of his 
associates by H itle r, Hdss says 
“ Who could suppose that every one 
of the H itle r Youth would not re­
gard the leader as his ido l since, 
especially in  the last few days, he 
has acted the part o f the boys’ 
iddal hero.”

Describing H itle r’s “ superman” 
activities on the firs t day of the 
murders, Hess te lls how H itle r ar­
rested Roehm and1 others and goes 
on to say, “ Then he went over to 
the Brownhouse . . . and out of tre­
mendous tension he poured forth  a 
speech o f great historical impor­
tance. Again in his workroom the 
leader pronounced the firs t sentenc­
es of death. W ithout a pause he 
worked on . . .  he dictated a letter 
fo r the new chief of staff and went 
on dictating the views of the Na­
tional Socialist Party on the events 
of the day and on his own actions. 
From time to time he gave addi­
tional orders fo r arrests o f ind iv i­
dual persons.”  ( I f  H itle r could 
also have dictated the views of the 
rest of the world on the events of 
the day and his own actions, his 
work would have been complete.)

* * * *
S tartling News

Head of 100,000 American trade 
unionists endorses sub drive of 
D ally Worker. Yes siree, believe it  
or not. Andrew Overgaard, head 
of the Trade Union U nity Council, 
which counts 100,000 members 
(Mike Gold system of counting) has 
come out fla t footed behind the 
D aily Worker. The D aily prints 
Overgaard’s picture and record in 
their Labor Who’s Who column. 
H is picture was almost recogniz­
able. H is record completely so. 
Just imagine, i f  you can, Andy in 
the name of “ 100,000”  refusing to 
endorse a “ D.W.” drive or a Brow­
der decision. How the gaps in  that 
record would f ill out!

•  *  •  *

“ Holy Joe”  McKee and Patriotic 
Whalen

Joseph McKee, "tha t honest man 
of sterling character”  and Grover 
Whalen, the fire-eating patriot, are 
again in  the news. “ New York’s 
Finest” , who never hesitated to 
crack the skulls of strik ing  or un­
employed workers at the orders of 
former Mayor McKee and former 
police chief Whalen, have a Police 
Relief Fund. Or to be more exact 
they had such a fund in 1929. Now 
they are not so sure. In  1929 the 
fund amounted to about $3,000,000, 
a ll In liqu id assets. Holy Joe and 
P atrio t Whalen were in  charge. 
They sold $1,000,000 worth of L ib­
erty Bonds and “ invested”  the pro­
ceeds in the certificates o f a m ort­
gage company. That was in  the 
F a ll o f 1929. Other funds were 
also “ invested” The mortgage cer­
tificates turned out to be worth as 
much as an NRA pledge to labor. 
And today the $3,000,000 fund looks 
like  30 cents. Legal action is pro­
posed against Whalen and McKee. 
Some cops should begin to realize 
that they cracked the wrong skulls 
ip  1929.

—BILL.

THE M T T IA O T

New Features in Second 
Strike W a v e

Fierce Trade W a r  Grips 
Entire W o rld

W ith the world-wide crisis s till 
rampant the firs t year a f the NRA 
finds American labor taking the ag­
gressive. The significance of this 
year’s events are here summed' up 
in a simple tabulation:

1. Every im portant strike or 
threat o f strike involves direct in ­
tervention o f the state. (P olitica l 
action by Federal government.)

2. Already a m ilitan t attitude is 
being shown by workers toward the 
machinery of governmental inter­
vention—against its  evasion, delay, 
suppression, and support of com­
pany unions and the boss class.

3. Specifically the tric k  7a 
clause is recognized as such by the 
workers. I t  is safe to say the work­
ers are ready to break up existing 
company unions at the firs t oppor­
tun ity.

4. The rank and file have also 
learned (though not fu lly , i t  is 
true) to distrust the old guard A. 
F. o f L. leadership and to insist on 
action.

5. I t  is very easy s till to under­
estimate the aroused m ilitancy of 
the masses against the te rrific  pres­
sure of the crisis.

6. The “ settlement”  of strikes 
and threatened strikes are not set­
tlements at a ll but postponements 
of wider outbreaks. Workers are 
forced to demand and fight for sub­
stantia l gains.

7. Strikes spread and grow un­
der present conditions w ith  inflam­
matory ease. Strikes evolve almost 
spontaneously and w ithout distinct 
leadership.

8. A new leadership is bound to 
spring up representative of this 
m ilitancy.

9. Fundamental to and clinching 
the above points is the objective 
situation. E ither extremely cen­
tralized “ remedies”  (fascism ) or 
the direct b ru ta lity  o f big business, 
or war, is ‘the way out”  fo r capital­
ism. Labor is compelled to learn 
more rapidly and figh t more vigor­
ously and unitedly every day.

10. The world situation: the re­
turn of Germany in  the reckoning 
of the im perialists as a re-armed 
riva l (a year of German fascism) 
postpones somewhat national out­
breaks “ at home”  (France) and 
prolongs somewhat the prelim inary 
maneuvres of national and allied 
forces for war. Russia has plunged 
into th is diplomatic prelude. How­
ever, these maneuvres are proceed­
ing w ith  the greatest speed under 
the' pressure of serious trouble in ­
side the boundaries o f each national 
government.

Militant
Builders

* * * * * a a a * * * * * *
Two More Weeks fo r Special Drive.

Buy Your Cards Now.
The Club Plan (4 six-month subs 

fo r $1) was Initiated fo r the pur­
pose of giving an opportunity to 
those workers who cannot afford 
the fu ll rates. This drive, which 
is an extension of the first, ends on 
August 1. A fter that date the sub­
scription rate fo r a six-month sub 
w ill be 50c. We urge every branch 
and sympathizer to take advantage 
o f th is opportunity and invest a 
few dollars in these cards before 
August 1st. The subs w ill be hon­
ored as they come in, but the pur­
chase of them must be before Au­
gust 1st.

Local New York bought 20 
cards the past week and w ill prob­
ably get another 20 before the drive 
ends. Boro Park Branch of New 
York brought 4 cards. Chicago 
branch got 8; Davenport, Philadel­
phia and Youngstown branches 
each bought 4 cards. A to ta l of 44.

The follow ing excerpt of a letter 
is indicative of how the M ilita n t is 
being received by the leftward mov­
ing Socialists. We have a few more 
letters expressing the same senti­
ment:

“ Gentlemen: Inclosing $1 fo r 4 
6-month sub cards. W ill try  and

11. The Communist Party, by its 
self-inflicted isolation from the rev­
olutionary interests of the working 
class, stands, or rather fa lls , con­
demned by objective events and the 
party’s impotence therein. (Russia 
w ill build socialism, workers in 
other countries w ill “ neutralize”  
the bourgeoisie, then Russia w ill 
defeat capitalism ; a paper union is 
better than an A. F. of L. union, a 
S talinist united fron t is better than 
a Leninist united front, etc. etc. 
Germany, Austria, France, Cuba, 
America in depression, etc. etc.)

The immediate opportunities and 
duties of leadership in th is period 
and on the basis of the above con­
siderations line up as follow s:

1. Spread a ll strikes. Meet the 
m ilitancy and solidarity of the rank 
and file  w ith  aggressive leadership 
and broad organizational unity. 
Turn half-steps into fu ll strides, 
passes into an organized class. 
F ight delay that weakens or w ith ­
holds the available blows of the 
workers.

2. A strike in a major industry 
like  steel should be a signal fo r the 
labor movement to meet the m ili­
tary aggression of the bosses w ith 
a national strike in steel and na­
tional solidarity throughout the 
movement.

3. Thwart fascism in America 
by increasing the m ilitan t mass 
pressure of the workers against the 
bosses. Assure the movement a 
leadership which guarantees a 
broad aggressive march upon reac­
tion. Preclude despair by giving 
the fighting sp irit o f the rank and 
file  a leadership that also fights. 
Let labor learn its  power.

4. In  general, America presents 
the contradictions of capitalism in 
their extreme form  (a woild-dom- 
inating nation and a labor move­
ment po litica lly unorganized, to 
take the example nearest to this 
point), and jus t as in the past 
strikes often became c iv il wars on 
a local or regional scale, and as, 
too, in  the present crisis the apex of 
American industry and its  collapse 
coincided in point of time, so also 
how, in view of the inevitable 
stringency of the crisis and in spite 
o f the political backwardness of 
American labor, cataclysmic strug­
gles are absolutely to be expected 
in this period—struggles of imme­
diate and rapidly expanding p o liti­
cal significance. The rapid ity of 
developments in this period, includ­
ing politica l action o f the masses, 
must be recognized.

pub some M ilitants w ith  men who 
need same—but pldase no publicity 
fo r me. I  admire your attitude to 
the S. P. where I  got my firs t ligh t, 
and am connected there now—you 
have many friCnds in  same (S.P.) 
here. Sincerely, A. Low Rumble.”

Complete Record
Local New York 76

(Boro Park Br. 4) 
Chicago Branch 44
Minneapolis Branch 40
Cleveland Branch 38
Los Angeles Branch 36
Philadelphia Branch 16
Davenport Branch 12
Youngstown Branch 8
Boston Branch 8
Chicago Friends of the 

M ilita n t Club 8
San Francisco Branch 8
Constance N. 8
New Haven Branch 8
Toronto 4
Berkeley (Kogan) 4
Ben. L. and I. Porter 4
Leeser 4
New Castle Branch 4
Newark Branch 4
Oakland Branch 4
Springfield Branch 4
St. Louis Branch 4
Osborn, Frisco 4
Toronto Branch 4
Toronto Youth Club 4
Waukegan Branch 4
Ross Moran 4
A. L . Rumble 4
Jefferson R ail 4

Q U E S T IO N
B O X

Send questions to “ Question 
Box Editor” , c /o  the M ilitan t. 
State the name under which you 
wish your answers to appear.
COMRADE H.M.N., New York.— 

Your contention that the unemploy­
ment figures compiled by the A. F. 
of L. are low is probably correct, 
and is borne out by U. S. Govern­
ment statistics, (Senate document 
No. 124) as the follow ing compar­
ison shows:

Unemployed (M illions)
Year U.S. Gov’t. A. F. of L
1930 5.3 3.9
1931 9.7 7.4
1932 14.4 11.4

The A. F. of L. figures fo r unem­
ployment fo r May of this year is 
10,267,000. Allowing fo r about three 
quarters of a m illion young work­
ers who come to age each year, a 
figure around 14 m illion is probab­
ly  nearer the tru th .

We have the follow ing data on 
speed-up. According to the Nation­
al Bureau of Economic Research, 
a “ kosher”  capita list institution, 
the output per man-hour in  manu­
facturing industries, taking 1929 as 
100, was as fo llow s: 1930, 104; 
1931, 112; 1932, 121; and 1933,
i27. The comment which follows, 
"L ittle  of the increased productivi­
ty since 1929 can be credited to the 
introduction of new machinery”  in ­
dicates that there has been an av­
erage speed-up of about 27% since 
1929.

Theoretically, the "sixty cent” 
dollar of Roosevelt would raise 
prices 67% higher than they were 
at the time the United States went 
off gold, provided that in  the mean­
while the value of a ll commodities 
remained the same. Actually» the 
average price of a ll commodities is 
about 40% higher today, indicating 
that i f  the same gold standard of 
price had been maintained, average 
prices fo r a ll commodities would 
be lower today than in  March of 
1933.

* * * *
YIPSEL, Boston. — Yes there 

were d ra ft riots during the Ameri­
can C iv il war, but th is does not 
refute our statement to you of sev­
eral weeks ago that the war was 
popular. Out of a to ta l force of 
2,128,948 men in  the Union army 
only 119,954 (6% ) were drafted. 
The population of the North was 
between 21 and 22 m illion  so that 
about 20% of the to ta l mnle popu­
lation went under arms w illing ly .

Where did you get the idea that 
"M arx’s dialectic is the same as 
Hegel’s” ? A t least Marx disagrees 
w ith  you: “ My dialectical method 
is not only different from  the Heg­
elian, but is its  direct opposite. To 
Hegel, the life-process of the human 
brain, i.e., the process of thinking, 
which, under the name of ‘the Idea’, 
he even transforms into an indepen­
dent subject, is the demiurgos of the 
real world, and the real world is 
only the external, phenomenal form  
of ‘the Idea’. W ith me, on the con­
tra ry, the ideal is nothing else than 
the m aterial world reflected' by the 
human mind, and translated into 
forms of thought.” (Introduction 
to Vol. I  of “ Capital” .)

By no means do we stand on the 
same theoretical ground as the 
LOvestoneites. I t  is, o f course, im­
possible here to go into the matter 
in any detail but suffice it  to say 
that the Lovestoneites support the 
theorem of “ socialism in one coun­
try ” , which we reject, and maintain 
that the 3rd International con be 
reformed, whereas our position is 
summed up in the slogan fo r a 4th 
International. The Lovestoneites, 
internationally, have fo r some time 
been attempting to craw l back to 
the C. P. For the latest on this sub­
ject see the article in the New In ­
ternational fo r July called “ Brand- 
ler on the Road to Canossa.”

So you s till do not see the d iffe r­
ence between the Soviet Union, 
Ita ly  and Germany since “a ll are 
dictatorships” . Just ask yourself, 
“ Who owns the means of production 
in these countries?” and the d iffer­
ence becomes apparent. The cap­
ita lis ts  s till own the factories, etc. 
in  the Fascist countries; the work­
ers own them in the Soviet Union.

Your d ifficulty, as is shown by 
th is and your previous questions of 
several weeks ago flows from  the 
fact that you permit the class na­
ture o f society to be obscured by 
forms.

•  *  *  *

FOOD WORKER, New York. — 
“ Isn’t i t  necessary to build strong 
national parties before we can be­
gin building an International?”  We 
th ink not, and see no reason fo r 
counterposing the tasks. Our ene­
my is international capitalism, and 
we therefore must construct an or- 
ganiation to cope w ith  this prob­
lem, building the national parties 
and International simultaneously. 
Your logic, i f  carried to a conclu­
sion, would require that you ask: 
Iisn’t  i t  necessary to build strong 
locals in every c ity before you can 
begin building a national party? 
The very posing o f such a question 
is ridiculous. Why make the same 
mistake because of the existence of 
national boundaries?

Buy a PIONEER PUBLISHERS 
CERTIFICATE. I t ’s only $5 and 
entitle  you to 40% discount on our 
publications and to a 20% reduction 
on any boek published by other 
publishers.

The leading capita list nations; 
are now entering a period of in ­
tensified trade wars that sh ift in 
emphasis and politica l expression 
almost every week. The ramifica­
tions of the struggle fo r markets is 
so great that it  is d ifficu lt to follow  
the battle line on a ll fronts. But 
what can be pointed out is the gen­
eral trends and the main antagon­
isms.

This struggle fo r markets by the 
im perialist powers finds its political 
expression in clashes between im ­
perialist powers and in open class 
war w ith in  the countries or indus­
tries o f the nations which cannot 
find outlets and markets fo r over­
production and capital investments.

The Two Trade Wars
The economic isolation of Ger­

many and the Anglo-Japanese trade 
war are two of the main pivotal 
points of this struggle fo r markets. 
W ithin these two struggles the in ­
terests of a ll the im perialist powers 
are at stake to say nothing of thd 
interests o f the U.S.S.R., and the 
world proletariat. The United 
States has up to the present man­
aged to stay in the background of 
this fight, but in rea lity is one of 
the main contenders in these two 
struggles and is taking a most en­
ergetic part in them.

Japan has challenged England in 
an effort to obtain a bigger slice of 
world trade. England is ready to 
strike back in an open trade war 
and in maneuvers to defeat the 
Japanese demand fo r naval parity. 
This Japanese challenge is aimed 
just as much at the United States 
as it  is against England. But the 
unfavorable economic position of 
England forces it  to adopt different 
measures than those taken by Am­
erica. The United States is work­
ing overtime on the question of 
naval parity and the trade war even 
though it  is acting covertly.

U. S. imperialism occupies the 
most d ifficu lt position in the Anglo- 
Japanese trade war. Every re ta li­
ation measure adopted by England 
against Japan becomes a blow at 
the United States. This forces 
America to strike back a t both na­
tions, and most often w ith the 
heaviest blows against England.

America’s Position
Each step Japan takes in opening 

up new markets w ith  cheap pro­
ducts forces England to counter at­
tack w ith  more effective measures. 
This forces America to adopt su it­
able measures against both Japan 
and England in order to retain her 
world position. What is true in 
the struggle fo r markets is even 
more pronounced in the armament 
race between the nations. I t  can 
be said w ith  certainty that in  the 
end the Anglo-Japanese trade war 
w ill become an Anglo-American 
trade war.

What can be said of the Anglo- 
Japanese trade war can also be

Blending the O ld  
W ith  the New

In  Roosevelt’s latest po litical 
pronouncement, the President com­
pared the “ New Deal” and the 
present system w ith  changes which 
are being made in the ¿White House, 
during his vacation.

“ We are going to include in  this 
addition and in th is renovation 
modern electric w iring and modern 
plumbing and modern means of 
keeping the offices cool in the hot 
Washington summers. But the 
structural lines o f the old executive 
office building w ill remain.

“ The architects and builders are 
men of common sense and of a r­
tis tic  American tastes. They know 
that the principles o f harmony and 
o f necessity itse lf require that the 
building of the new structure shall 
blend w ith  the essential lines of the 
old. I t  is th is combination of the 
old and the new that marks orderly, 
peaceful progress — not only in 
building buildings but in building 
government itse lf.

“ Our new structure is a part o f 
and a fu lfillm ent o f the old.”

Let us look at some of the “ mod­
ern plumbing, electrical and cooling 
systems”  (he did not mention gas) 
introduced by the “ new deal”  which 
w ill blend and harmonize w ith the 
“ essential lines”  o f the old. F irs t 
we have the huge increase o f profits 
for industria lists and financiers, 
which w ill supply the means for 
cooling sea breezes fo r the “ rugged 
individualists”  and the ir families. 
In  this we have a perfect blending 
w ith  the old. The big naval build­
ing program harmonizes w ith  the 
“ big stick”  o f other days. Another 
new innovation is vomit gas to go j 
w ith  tear gas, bayonets, bullets and I

said o f the German-French strug­
gle. Only in  this case not only  
America is involved but the whole 
of Europe as well. What seemingly 
starts as a German-French trade 
war struggle ends by involving the 
im perialist powers of the world and 
the lesser nations also.

The Crisis in Germany
Germany’s economic crisis is 

worrying the statesmen of the 
world as well as bloody H itle r. The 
fate o f Europe and mankind hinges 
to a large degree on the solution 
of th is crisis. The debt repudiation 
wave that has followed the wake of 
the world crisis finds Germany tak­
ing sim ilar measures. But her d if­
ficulties cannot be solved in this 
manner.

The boycott against Germany has 
intensified th is unfavorable condi­
tion. Germany must find an outlet 
fo r her highly developed productive 
apparatus. Otherwise the internal 
class war w ill tear the present 
structure to the ground. But there 
are no markets fo r Germany. The 
victorious imperialists need what 
they have and are looking fo r more. 
This compels Germany to use the 
most drastic methods in the compe­
titio n  fo r markets. England, 
France, the United States and the 
other nations must follow  suit or 
be pushed out of the race.

In  turn the whole trade war is 
sharpened. Nothing fundamental 
is solved. The nations tha t obtain 
new markets plod along a little  bet­
ter and can beat back opposition at 
home more effectively, while the na­
tions that lose confront increased 
internal class war.

The Most Decisive Conflict
The German trade war w ith  an 

internal economic crisis growing 
worse daily, is the most decisive 
and w ill come to a head w ith  great- 
ter repercussions before the Anglo- 
Japanese struggle matures.

America’s stakes are directly 
bound up w ith  both of these con­
flicts. Although h e r  favorable 
world position gives her a point of 
advantage it  does not, however, in ­
sure the United States against the 
European and Asiatic trade war 
storms. America’s action to over­
come her own crisis only aggravates 
these already d ifficu lt conditions 
and in tu rn  pulls America deeper 
into the whirlpool.

A ll of the internal and interna­
tional measures under the New 
Deal taken by the Roosevelt admin­
istration to improve its  economic 
conditions and market relations w ill 
be in  vain unless the problem of 
trade wars is taken in its  broader 
aspects. I t  w ill postpone but not 
solve the problem. Therefore, Am­
erican imperialism is speedily pre- 
paring fo r war, which the United 
States and the other nations know 
is the logical conclusion of the trade 
wars now< ranging throughout the 
world. —HUGO OEHLER.

clubs against strikers. The dead 
and blinded in Toledo are eloquent 
testimony of how this blends w ith 
the old methods and along the same 
“ essential lines”  as Homestead, 
Haymarket and Centralia.

Plowing down crops, k illin g  of 
sows ready to farrow, numerous 
other “ farm  re lie f”  measures, m il­
lions on the verge o f starvation, 
hundreds starving to death, lynch­
ing, police terror, deportations, ja il- 
ings and outright murders—that’s 
the record of the past year. How 
well the course o f capitalism in  de­
cay blends w ith its  early days and 
stormy growth.

And on the other hand, the 
growth of organization, the m ili­
tancy and fighting ab ility  of the 
workers of America, also follows 
the “ essential lines”  of the ir fight­
ing past. The strikes in  Minneapo­
lis , Toledo, and the Pacific Coast 
testify to that. A new Communist 
Party that w ill blend that m ilitancy 
and the fighting trad ition of the 
American working class w ith  the 
theory and practise of the interna­
tional revolutionary movement is 
needed now, not to renovate and 
redecorate the present social sys­
tem but to end it  and build the new 
—the Socialist Society. —B ILL.

WAR AND TH E FOURTH INTER­
NATIONAL TO APPEAR SOON
The theses of the International 

Secretariat of the League of In ter­
national Communists on “ War and 
the Fourth International”  is ready 
to go to press. This long awaited 
pamphlet which deals w ith  thé 
most v ita l problem of contemporary 
society w ill soon be available for 
every revolutionary worker. Every 
financial obstacle but the coverage 
for paper fo r the pamphlet has been 
mét. To overcome this d ifficu lty at 
once we urge you to send your con­
tributions and advance cash orders 
at once to Pioneer Publishers.

M A R C H  O F  
EVENTS

War Rumors
Rumors are notoriously unreli­

able except insofar as they reveal 
what is creating the greatest anxi­
ety in capitalist society. In  the 
case of war rumors the world press 
has been unceasingly filled w ith 
them since the Japanese seized 
Manchuria. I f  one went in fo r pre­
dicting he would surely be on the 
side of greatest probability in pre­
dicting that the next im perialist 
war would break out in the Far 
East between Japan and Soviet 
Russia. That is why any rumors 
bearing on the tense situation in 
Asia are given close attention fo r 
the earmarks of tru th  and actuali­
ty. One item that api>eared recently 
in the B ritish press seems to bear 
such earmarks.

The Public Ledger of London, a 
financial review, discloses that 
Japan approached Turkey last 
March fo r a secret alliance directed 
against the Soviet Union. The Tur­
kish ambassador to Japan was in ­
vited to see M inister of Foreign af- 
Jairs H irota who informed him 
that war was certain in 1935.
Would Turkey care to jo in  w ith  
Japan in the war against the Soviet 
Union? A t the same time the Jap­
anese Adm iral Matussima visited’ 
Ankara on the same mission. To 
help blockade the Russian Black 
Sea fleet, Turkey was promised
“compensation”  in the shape of ter­
rito ry  in the Russian Caucasus. 
Japan would sell (in  actuality
give) men-of-war to Turkey, would 
send her naval instructors and sup­
ply technical assistance fo r the fo r­
tification of the Bosporus against 
the Russian fleet.

•  *  *  *

England, Where Do You Stand?
Simultaneously, the English pa­

per reveals that Washington is most 
interested in Great B rita in ’s stand 
in the next war. In  fact Washing­
ton has inquired concerning Eng­
land’s exact attitude in the event o f 
a Russo-Jap war. Japan's diploma­
cy has been directed, ever since 
U. S. recognition o f Soviet Russia, 
at either breaking off this too dan­
gerous friendship between her po­
tentia l enemies, or balancing the 
U. S. w ith England. In  this schem­
ing o f diplomats to build up bal­
ances o f power is clearly indicated 
the way in which modern capital­
is t wars inevitably take on a world 
character and convulse the entire 
planet, since a ll the major riva lries 
of the capita list nations come to the 
fore and demand “ solution”  by the 
method of force.

* * * *
S talin ist Comments on the 
German Events

The comments o f the S talinist 
Russian press on the German events 
hardly take 'the trouble any longer 
to carry on the pretence that there 
exists a powerful German Commu­
nist Party. Events preclude such 
stupidity and reveal the true depths 
of the lying propaganda that a t­
tempted to cover up the betrayal by 
Stalinism of the German proletar­
ia t. One would look in vain fo r 
any even remotely concrete direc­
tives from the Stalintern to its  
“ German section” in line w ith  the 
view that the Communist revolution 
would inevitably follow  the fascist 
counter-revolution. The Stalinists 
reveal the ir u tter “ remoteness” 
from  the German events and from 
the German working class. Only 
the stupid American, party caught 
up the sensational mongering of the 
bourgeois press that a Communist 
revolt was about to take place in 
Germany. As was to be expected 
when m illions of workers are be­
trayed by their parties (the social 
democratic and the S talin ist) and 
lose their fa ith  in their revolution­
ary role, the German masses have 
become apathetic as is now casually 
acknowledged by those responsible 
fo r this apathy.

* * * *
Pravda says: “ The economic con­

dition of Germany is growing worse 
and must result in accelerating the 
change of attitude of the masses 
from passivity toward the robbery 
and the oppression they are now 
enduring to an open class struggle 
on a mass scale.”  Radek covers 
w ith  phrases that echo hollowness 
the same theme in Izvestia: “ As 
yet only the Communist vanguard 
is actively opposing fascism but 
a ll the proletariat is opposed to 
fascism.”  He goes on to say that 
there are ten m illion workers not 
in  the Nazi party who have not yet 
capitulated to fascism! Then why 
is not the “ heroic” Communist 
party leading them in struggle? 
And fu rthe r: “The tempo of Ger­
many’s h istorical development has 
turned out to be more rapid than 
was to be expected.”  But Comrade 
Radek, does that mean that you ex­
pected' H itle r to remain in power 
very much longer w ithout any crisis 
in his own ranks, or w ithout any 
d ifficulty at a ll What has hap­
pened to the thesis that H itle r was 
only a short interlude before the 
advent o f Communism? Only the 
paper For Industria lization drones 
out, being careful to delete a ll re f­
erence to tim e: “ A Bolshevist Rev­
olution w ill inevitably follow  the 
fascist counter-revolution.”

—JACK WEBER.
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Problems of Marxism

/ /
W orkers’ Democracy"

T he League Marches 
To  N ew Victories

m i ■■■■ ■ i ----------- ■ ■■ .

The Communist League of America stands on the threshold of great 
events. Never in the history of our organization have opportunities 
been so favorable.

The whole physiognomy of American labor is undergoing a radical 
change. Everywhere the workers are stirring out of the chains of the 
economic crisis. And wherever there is ferment it  assumes a new form.
More m ilitant, more class conscious and even more political.

In the stress of the class struggle today the cry for leadership— 
honest, courageous revolutionary leadership—-becomes more insistent.
The minions of the capitalist class in the A. P. of L. hold back the 
struggle, stemming the tide when possible or knifing the movement when 
it gets out of their leading strings.

Spontaneous revolt against the reaction in the A. F. of L. crops up 
in union after union. First in the steel union and now in the longshore­
men, tomorrow the m ilitant workers w ill break the bonds in another 
union. But these revolts are sporadic, confused and lacking a revolu­
tionary direction are child's play for the slick fakers.

REVOLUTIONARY LEADERSHIP VITAL
Political leadership of a revolutionary nature is the key to the 

successful outcome of the workers’ struggle. This leadership cannot be 
had without the touchstone of Marxism. And the banner of Marxism, 
looking soberly at the facts, rests in the handA of the International 
Communists, the Communist League.

It  becomes more apparent every day that both the political parties 
claiming to represent the workers have failed where history called upon 
them to fu lfill their self-appointed mission. The Stalinist party, which 
bowed its head in mute acquiescence while H itle r’s axe descended upon 
it, either plays no role at all in tin “ major economic battles of today or 
occupies the center of the stage for destructive purposes. Stalinism is 
poison not for capitalism but for the labor movement.

The Socialist party, torn by internal dissention, hopelessly compro­
mised by the major events in Austria and in Germany,—what revolu­
tionist Could think of this ’‘stinking corpse-’ directing the movement of 
the American working class?

BUILD THE NEW PARTY NOW!
Now then is the time to build that organization which for five years 

has been forging the weapon of Marxism, testing and tempering it  in the 
crucible of world-shaking events. The intensity of the class battles to 
come w ill make the greatest demands on every resource of this organ­
ization.

Then their is the titanic job of erecting the new party in the fires 
of the class struggle. The creation of the new party depends fo r its 
momentum on the Marxian corps being rooted in the proletariat.

And already our training over the past five years, our granite foun­
dation in the teachings of Marx, Lenin and Trotsky have begun to bear 
fruit.

Minneapolis is the first milestone on the road.
There the international experience of the Bolshevik-Leninists as 

congealed in our trade union policy inspired a strike that has been ex­
emplary in the whole labor movement.

And Minneapolis w ill show the way once more!
The new strike which w ill probably break as we go to press w ill 

make the last one, with all its militancy, look like a social tea party.
A ll of capitalist reaction in Minneapolis is being pressed into ser­

vice for the battle which w ill determine whether Minneapolis is to be 
a union town or a prey to the labor-hating Citizen’s Alliance.

Red scares are beginning to find their way in the press. Dan Tobin, 
labor scate head of the Teamsters Union has added his voice to the 
red-baiting campaign of the bosses against the militants leading the 
union.

GENERAL STRIKE IN  MINNEAPOLIS
On the other side the entire Minneapolis movement knows that this 

is a finish fight and has pledged itself to pitch in, in a general strike.
Comrade Cannon, editor of the Militant, has already left, to be on 

hand when the big doings pop in Minneapolis, to give ns first hand re­
ports for the Militant.

Out of the Minneapolis and similar struggles we w ill build a stronger 
and bigger Communist League. New recruits from the firing line. New 
influence in the mass organizations.

A ll our members and our sympathizers must realize how tremendous 
are these tasks. I f  we carry them through properly then it  is a certainty 
that the Communist League w ill be on the map as a political force to 
be reckoned with throughout the labor movement.

Yet this stupendous task is nothing more and nothing less than 
building the Communist League.

Building the Communist League requires an apparatus, a function­
ing staff, and a whole corps of field organizers. Minneapolis, Detroit,
Pittsburgh, the Middle and the Far West are all calling for organizers.

BUILD THE LEAGUE!
Besides these organizers there is another organizer, the collective 

organizer—our press—that must be built, that must be popularized.
When we appeal to you to support this campaign, we do i t  not to 

retrench, but to advance; not to stabilize but to build.
In supporting the Organization-Press campaign you are building the 

firm edifice of the new party in strengthening the League as the major 
instrument in its creation.

In supporting the Organization-Press campaign you are laying the 
best foundation for the new left wing in the trade unions.

F U N D S !  On those five letters hangs the whole campaign.
As a revolutionary worker, as a supporter of Marxism in the labor 

movement, now is the time to rise to the task you are called upon to 
perform.

A n  Appeal to our Sympathizers

Hitler's Dilemma

The Crisis in Germany
No one w ith the least understand­

ing of Marxism would insist upon 
using a certain traditional term in 
a revolutionary program i f  there 
are weighty reasons for discarding 
that term and using some other one 
conveying exactly the same idea. 
Sentiment and tradition necessarily 
play a role in the revolutionary 
movement and they apply even, to 
the use of certain expressions and 
if any question arises as to the ad­
visability of substituting a new for 
an old term in a program, the fac­
tor of tradition should be taken 
into Consideration. But to cling to 
a word simply because i t  is custom­
ary and traditional when new de­
velopments demand or even advise 
a change, would constitute stupid 
dogmatism and not Marxism.

I t  must be absolutely certain, 
however, before a word or term is 
changed, that the new term is ex­
actly synonymous w ith the old. We 
assume that the idea expressed by 
the old term is correct. I f  not, a 
change of term is necessary because 
the old idea must be Changed. Given 
the correctness of the idea ex­
pressed by the traditional word or 
phrase, nothing would justify a 
substitute unless the very same idea 
is conveyed by the substitute.

The Program of the A.W.P.
With the rise of new and differ­

ent groups in the revolutionary 
movement and with the probable 
fusion of some of the groups to 
form a new party, the question of 
program assumes great importance. 
Ideological struggles w ill ensue and 
some of the controversies w ill re­
volve around the use of certain 
words and phrases. The program 
of the American .Workers’ Party is 
the first in the ring and i t  is suf­
ficiently different from a commun­
ist program to furnish rich materi­
al for discussion and clarification.

One of the most important 
changes in the A.W.P. program is 
the use of “ workers’ democracy” 
for "dictatorship of the proletari­
at” . The change is sufficiently im­
portant to require an explanation 
and comrade Sidney Hook does the 
explaining in his article “ Marxism 
and Democracy”  in Labor Action 
of May 1, 1934.

Two main reasons are advanced 
by Hook in justification for dis­
placing the “ dictatorship of the pro­
letariat”  by “ workers’ democracy” 
in the program of the A.W.P. One, 
because the non-political worker, 
hearing the word “ dictatorship” , as­
sociates Communism with Fascism 
and thus the illusion that bourgeois 
democracy must be defended 
against its enemies from the left 
as well as from the right is pre­
served. The second reason why 
“ workers’ democracy”  is preferable 
to “ dictatorship of the proletariat” 
is because the Stalinist bureaucra*- 
cy in the Soviet Union has usurped 
the power of the Communist party 
and destroyed the democratic rights 
of the workers’ soviets and thus a 
misunderstanding has resulted to 
the effect that the dictatorship of 
the proletariat means in reality the 
dictatorship over the proletariat.

In a ll probability Hook is correct 
in his claim that the “non-political” 
worker (who however is political 
enough to follow the capitalist par­
ties) tends to associate Fascism 
with Communism when he hears 
the word “dictatorship” . Both the 
capitalist and the liberal press in 
this country are trying their utmost 
to put the dictatorship of the pro­
letariat in Russia and the Fascist 
dictatorships in Germany and Ita ly 
on the same level and thus try  to 
save democracy in this country 
That simply means that to all the 
other misconceptions that the back­
ward American worker has, one 
more is added. Hook recognizes 
that a great deal of explanation is 
necessary for the non-political 
worker. He takes up two rather 
lengthy paragraphs to indicate how 
the backward worker must be 
taught the difference between cap­
ita lis t democracy and workers’ 
democracy, how private property 
rights in Capital must be wiped out 
in order to establish more demo­
cracy for the working class, etc., 
etc. The conclusion can be reached 
that i f  after such a detailed and 
necessary explanation a worker is 
convinced that a workers’ demo­
cracy should be established, he 
could also be convinced that the 
dictatorship of the proletariat is 
not what he thinks i t  is and that 
he should struggle for it. The fact 
t h a t  leftward-moving socialists 
openly espouse the idea of the dic­
tatorship of the proletariat at this 
time in  just that very phrase is 
quite significant and lends strength 
to the argument that the term “ dic­
tatorship of the proletariat”  does 
not repel thinking workers.

The Dictatorship in  Russia
The same argument applies to the 

contention that the dictatorship of 
the proletariat is misunderstood to 
mean dictatorship over the prole­
tariat. We concede that the dic­
tatorship of the proletariat, though 
existing in Russia, has degenerated. 
We grant that there is no democra­
cy for the workers in the Soviet 
Union, that the Stalinist bureau­
cracy has displaced the party and 
the soviets. And we must also ad­
m it that the rule of the bureaucrat­
ic apparatus in Russia has had an 
“ objectively counter-revolutionary” 
effect upon many workers. But does 
not the fact that many trade un­

ions are controlled by a self-seek­
ing bureaucracy which does not 
permit the union members to say a 
word in opposition destroy the con­
fidence of many workers in trade- 
unions? And should we for that 
reason advocate a change in the 
name from “ trade-unions”  to some­
thing else? I t  is necessary to ex­
plain that a trade uuion should give 
to the members the right to c riti­
cize and decide important matters, 
that the workers must struggle 
constantly against any bureaucracy 
for these rights. Alas, there are 
many correct ideas which the Stal­
inists have twisted to a point where 
they are not recognizable and1 where 
the workers are beginning to doubt 
the correctness of the ideas them­
selves. Have they not desecrated 
and murdered the idea of the united 
front, the idea of democratic cen­
tralism? I t  certainly makes i t  
more difficult to attract thinking 
workers, but to substitute new 
terms would hardly make i t  less 
difficult.

Necessarily comrade Hook as­
sumes that workers’ democracy is 
exactly the same thing as dictator­
ship of the proletariat. I f  that 
were so one could, though not fu lly 
convinced by the reasons given for 
the necessity of the substitution of 
terms, agree that a change of terms 
might do some good or at least 
could not do any harm. Hook does 
not enter into any extensive argu­
ment that workers’ democracy and 
dictatorship of the proletariat are 
one and the same. He more or less 
takes it  for granted, simply saying 
that Marx, Engels and Lenin refer 
to the nature of the workers’ state 
and the character of its rule as 
“ the dictatorship of the proletariat” 
or “ the workers’ democracy” . Hook 
gives no citations so that i t  is im­
possible to argue that point. Per­
haps that is for the best and the 
argument need not degenerate into 
a battle of quotations.

The Characteristics of the 
Transition Period

I t  is absolutely correct to say 
that the dictatorship of the prole­
tariat is workers’ democracy. But 
i t  is not correct to assert that 
workers’ democracy is the same as 
the dictatorship of the proletariat. 
From the point of view of the right 
to vote alone, the workers’ state, 
the transition state between capi­
talism and communism, w ill repre­
sent a tremendous extension of 
democracy for the working class. 
But this extension of democracy is 
not the only characteristic of the 
workers’ state. I f  that were so 
“ workers’ democracy” would be a 
correct term to indicate the nature 
of that state. The workers’ state 
is further characterized by the fact 
that i t  uses repressive measures 
against, the capitalists, the exploit­
ers. I t  takes away their private 
property in the means of production 
and it  also prevents them from 
having any say in the government. 
The workers’ state does not grant 
democracy to the oppressors. I t  
is a dictatorship w ith reference to 
them. The term “ workers’ demo­
cracy”  characterizes only one as­
pect of the workers’ state; “ dicta­
torship of the proletariat”  gives a 
wholly correct conception of the 
nature of the workers’ state.

In  a revolutionary program it  is 
essential that the terms be exact 
and not such that can be stretched 
to suit one’s convenience. The re­
formist1 parties would undoubtedly 
have no objection to coming out in 
favor of workers’ democracy and 
would contend that electing them 
to office would bring the workers’ 
democracy into existence. The ar­
gument would then arise as to what 
a real workers’ democracy is. No 
leeway must be given the reform­
ists to confuse and misinterpret. 
That is difficult enough even w ith 
exact terms let alone with terms 
that are vague and capable of being 
stretched.
Program Not Propaganda—the Issue

I t  is necessary to remember that 
we are dealing here w ith a program 
of a revolutionary party composed 
of advanced workers and trying to 
attract to itself the more conscious 
elements of the working class. We 
are not concerned here with mass 
agitation and propaganda. A pro­
gram must attempt to be as exact 
and scientific as possible. I t  must 
educate and furnish guidance to 
class conscious workers.

Unfortunately i t  is true that in­
experienced or unintelligent agita­
tors use terms not understandable 
by a crowd of workers. And “ dic­
tatorship of the proletariat”  is not 
the only such term used. “ Workers’ 
democracy”  is undoubtedly to be 
preferred to “ dictatorship of the 
proletariat”  in a popular article or 
in an agitational speech because i t  
can be understood by most workers. 
In a program, correctness of idea is 
paramount and a term can not be 
discarded because i t  is not readily 
understood by backward workers 
or because it  might even be misun­
derstood.

There was a time when some so­
cialists claimed that the best way 
to win the American workers for 
socialism is not to mention the 
word “ socialism” . Inevitably such 
socialists not only substituted some 
other word for “ socialism”  but gave 
up the idea itself. There is always 
the danger that in substituting an 
incorrect fo r a correct term the idea 
represented by the correct te rn

Marxists do not hold the stiff­
necked attitude that everyone not 
holding a membership card in the 
political organization of the work­
ing class is to be sneered at as a 
weakling or castigated as a class 
dnemy.

The concept of the political party 
as taught us by Lenin rests on the 
basis that the vanguard organiza­
tion of the class consists of the 
best and most qualified fighters in 
the ranks of the proletariat. But 
in order that the influence of the 
revolutionary party dxtend beyond 
its membership, i t  gathers about i t ­
self a large periphery of people 
known as sympathizers.

Don’t Be a Platonic Friend
I t  is to these sympathizers that 

we are making this appeal. We 
belidve that sympathizers are not 
platonic friends, who have general 
agreement w ith our ideas, but ac­
tive supporters of our cause hearti­
ly  w illing to work for it, i f  not to 
accept its discipline. You comrades 
and* friends of the Communist 
League are in the second line 
trenches of the fight for the new 
party and through it, the proletar­
ian revolution in the United States.

should disappear. To substitute 
“workers’ democracy” for “dictator­
ship of the proletariat” would re­
sult ultimately in surrendering the 
Marxist conception of the necessity 
of the revolutionary dictatorship of 
the proletariat.

—ALBERT GOLDMAN.

Our organization is small. We 
make no bones about this fact. The 
resources of our membership are 
insufficient for us to carry through 
the great tasks before us today. 
Our membership which has been 
burdened with the support of our 
weekly press, our monthly theore­
tical organ and our other various 
institutions has bden again called 
on to bear the brunt of our Organ­
ization-Press Campaign. They have 
responded nobly.

But that is only the beginning, 
only a small part of this new cam­
paign that w ill make the League 
a powerful political factor to be 
contended with by the capitalist 
class and all their agents. That’s 
why wd blow the bugle for a call 
to action to our periphery of sym­
pathizers.

The Oportimity Is Here
Now you comrades who would be 

classed as sympathizers have the 
opportunity to show whether your 
sympathy for the ideas of the Com­
munist League are merdly passing 
interest or whether you are reserve 
soldiers, ready to take your place 
when the signal is given.

I t  is in this sp irit that we urge 
all our sympathizdrs to bring in 
donations and to solicit contribu­
tions from their friends for our 
Organization-Press drive.

The call to action is given !
The field of the Campaign is the 

Organization-Press campaign!
Sympathizers! Take your place 

in this new battlefront of Marx­
ism?

Support Grows in  
O rg-P ress D riv e

The heroic struggles of thd work­
ers in Minneapolis, Toledo and the 
Pacific Coast are firing our members 
and sympathizers w ith a stubborn 
determination to build the League 
and its press.

Two organizers have already 
bedn selected to be sent into the 
field. One to Minneapolis, the other 
to Detroit. I f  the funds continue 
to come in as they have in the past 
week, both organizers w ill be able 
to proceed into the fidld w ithin a 
few days.

iCrom Minneapolis we get word 
that our members there have al­
ready rented a headquarters, antici­
pating the arrival of the organizer. 
Detroit, we* trust w ill not be long 
in doing likewise.

In  order to maintain these or­
ganizers and give them the proper 
assistance from the national office 
in the way of timely Information 
and directives, the center has to be* 
strengthened—the press has to be 
vitalized'.

MEMBERS OF THE LEAGUE, 
FRIENDS AND SYMPATHIZERS,

DON’T LOSE- ANOTHER DAY !
Send in your collection on the 

Organization-Press coupon book 
without further delay. The returns 
from our readdrs are far from sat­
isfactory thus far. Many have not
responded at all.

Receipts
(Since last Report)

Los Angeles Branch............... $20,00
Waukegan Branch ................  11.00
New Havdn B ra nch ............... 10.00
G. Duell, New H aven ...........  1.00
S. Gendelman, New Haven.. 1.00
Pittsburgh B ranch ................  17.20
Boston Branch ......................  15.00
Cleveland Branch ................. 6.60
Youngstown Branch ............. 11.00
New Castle B ranch ............... 15.00
Newark Branch ....................  5.00
Philadelphia Branch .............  5.00
Rose Hegedius, South Bend.. 1.00
Pearl Kling, Boro Park

Youth Club.......................... 1.00
A Friend, Springfield, 111__ 1.00
Jdff. Rail, Bryan, 0 ................ 1.00
Manhattan Branch (K in g ).. .80 
M. M., New York City ......  5.00

M. M. of New York City has dis­
posed of a total of 32 coupon books 
to date. The last time he came 
into the office, he took another 25 
books. When asked as to how he 
manages to sell so many, he told 
us—‘‘I go from door to door. The 
other day I rang the bdll at a door 
and a man answered. I  told him 
what I  wanted and he refused to 
have anything to do w ith anything 
like it. I  talked to him a while 
and discovered he was a Fascist 
sympathizer. But most of the plac­
es I get results.”

Perhaps the* method M. M. uses 
can be used by other comrades with 
good results. M. M. has also 
pledged $2 weekly to our Pledge 
Fund, saying: “ I  cut out smoking. 
The money I save on this expense 
I ’l l  give weekly to thd Pledge 
Fund.”

M. M. is not a member of the or­
ganization. He is an example of 
the kind of sympathizers a Com­
munist organization Should have.

Another sympathizer of ours from 
the Bronx came in to the office two 
weeks ago with a coupon book in 
his hands. He* had gotten it  through 
the mails. He tore the book in 
half, as we looked on; saying: “ I 
have no way of selling these cou­
pons, so I am tearing i t  up. Tear 
another fourteen books for me, and 
here is $15.”

Here is another interesting item 
from a sympathizer:

“ Dear Comrades: I t  was because 
I like the Militant so much that I  
got so annoyed when i t  did not 
come. I  am now fa r away, there­
fore I  really don’t  think I  shall be 
able to sell any of the coupons. In ­
stead. I  am enclosing Ten Dollars, 
my birthday money, slightly antici­
pated. Helen Mason, Columbus, O.”

Marion McLeod, of Iowa Falls, 
w rites:

“This w ill acknowledge receipt 
of the coupon book. While I  was 
not able to dispose of them to other 
people, I  am happy to be able to 
take tlid book myself and enclose 
$1.”
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Behind the recent events in the 
top circles of the Fascist dictator­
ship in Nazi Germany there looms 
the dark cloud of an economic 
crisis which more than any other 
single factor influenced the course 
of H itler and his camarilla. Trade 
balances are unfavorable. The gold 
coverage on currency in circulation 
have dwindled by more than one 
third. Credit w ith other nations 
has been reduced to the zero point. 
Debts to creditor nations have been 
defaulted upon. Without markets, 
deprived of her colonies by the Ver­
sailles Treaty, German capitalism 
sinks deeper and deeper into the 
mire of an economic blind-alley.

German industry is among the 
most advanced and technically 
best equipped of any in the world. 
Yet hemmed in within the boun­
daries of the Reich, w ith its enor­
mous capacity of production, i t  is 
like a giant monster stifling for 
lack of air. .Without the normal in­
tercourse of foreign trade capital­
ism in Germany is faced inexorably 
with the need for an outlet for its 
surplus in commodity and capital 
goods. But to these ‘normal’ prob­
lems of German capitalism are add­
ed the new difficulties which have 
been accumulated since H itler 
walked into power.

Unfavorable Trade Balance
Germany’s trade balance, unfav­

orable for the first time in four 
years, amounted to $5,500,000 in 
January and increased by March 
1st to $8,750,000. The government 
itself has augmented this adverse 
trade balance by placing restric­
tions on imports. A t the same 
time, trade with the Soviet Union 
which had for years been one of 
Germany’s leading customers de­
clined from 626,000,000 marks in 
1932 to 282,000,000 marks in 1933, 
and then catapulted again to 21,- 
000,000 marks in the first quarter of 
1934. Similarly w ith France, the 
Scandinavian countries and Finland 
whose imports from Germany fell 
off respectively, 400 million, 41 m il­
lion and 6 million marks.

By the side of the unfavorable 
trade balance stands a monetary 
system so tampered w ith  by the fin­
ancial doctors of H itle r from Dr. 
Schacht down, that the menacing 
shadow of inflation looms big in 
Germany. Gold reserves in the 
Reiehsbank have dropped from 351,-
241.000 marks on June 7, 1933, to
111.135.000 marks in the same 
month in 1934. The ratio of the 
Reichbank’s gold to outstanding 
circulation fell to 3.4% as against 
7.3% on June 7, 1934.

Wages Slashed
I t  is difficult to conceive how 

conditions could be very much 
worse for the German masses even 
i f  inflation were instituted. Wages 
have been slashed to below the 
subsistence level. An indication of 
this is given in the war industries 
which have operated at high capa­
city since the advent of Hitler. 
In  the Krupp works where 35,647 
workers were employed in 1932 and

(Continued from last Issue)
In  1931, Dunne swings into action 

again. And whoops! what a rad­
ical fellow. As graceful as a swan, 
he leaps through the air w ith a new 
theory: The American working 
class is on the offensive, and what 
the employers are engaged in is a 
counter-offensive. This in 1931! 
And alas! here too our uncontrol- 
able literary man committed his 
views to paper w ith the result that 
he was kicked unmercifully around 
the lot by no less a man than Earl 
Browder, and he took his punish­
ment without a peep. (O Time, O 
Morals! And in the old days Dunne 
used to refer to Browder in such 
disrespectful terms as “ Foster’s 
clerk” or ‘B ill’s office boy” .)

“ I t  is therefore clear,”  said 
Browder in his most imperial man­
ner, “ that i t  is absolutely wrong to 
speak of the ‘offensive of the work­
ing class and the counter-offensive 
of the capitalists’ An example of 
this wrong use of these terms, 
which can create an entirely erron­
eous political atmosphere around 
our struggles, may be found in a 
recent issue of the Daily Worker, 
which says: ‘increased mass pick­
eting at Piney Fork and other mines 
Saturday morning checked the 
counter-offensive of the coal oper­
ators’.”  (Earl Browder, Daily 
Worker, July 14, 1931. Browder
refers to a dispatch sent the Work­
er by Dunne.)

And as a parting kick, Browder 
damned Dunne for “ the idea that, 
because we have a splendid fighting 
spirit among the masses therefore 
we are already developing an of­
fensive of the working class. Some­
times this is theorized. . . .  In Its 
least harmful form, this Is no bet­
ter than phrase-mongering. I t  is a 
substitution of the wish for the 
deed.” (The Communist, August 
1931.)

Now we ask, in a ll good con­
science, why should anybody take 
seriously the criticisms of the man 
whose ideas and theories, according 
to no less an authority than Earl 
R. Browder himself, are, in their 
least harmful form, no better than 
phrase-mongering? Why?

43,409 in 1933 the payroll fe ll from 
69,000,000 marks in 1932 to 67,000,- 
000 marks in 1933. In the Hoesch 
works with an increase of almost
1.000 workers in employment thd 
payroll dropped some 5 million 
marks. Like facts can be adduced 
to cover almost every German In­
dustry. I f  one were to take the 
boast of H itle r seriously that he 
has reduced unemployment from 6,- 
000.0(H) to 2,500,000 then one gets 
an indication of how deeply wages 
have been slashed by the statistics 
of the institu t filer Konjunktur 
Forschung as quoted in the Current 
History fo r July 1934. The payroll 
for Germany has careened from
6.850.000 marks in the last quarter 
of 1933 to 6,100,000 marks for the 
first quarter of 1934.

Prices Rise
While wages have declined to the 

vanishing point prices have risen 
more than 15.2 in the six months 
covering the last quarter of 1933 
and the first quarter of 1934. How 
dose the German masses are to 
starvation is again shown by the 
fact that food consumption has 
fallen 1,000,000,000 marks in the 
course of 1933. Retail sales in 
groceries, delicatessen, department 
stores, clothing and other staples 
bear further eloquent testimony to 
the ration system H itle r has insti­
tuted among the already Impover­
ished German population.

Capitalism under its democratic 
form had become too expensive fo r 
the German ruling class. One of 
their principal objects in destroying 
the German trade union movement 
was to eradicate the gains made by 
the workers in decades of strug­
gle. Tens of thousands have been 
removed, under H itler, from the un­
employment benefits. Even such 
an elementary social service as in­
valid insurance pensions were re­
duced by more than two million 
marks under the Brown Shirt re­
gime.

The Master Is Repaid
H itle r has served his masters 

well. He has destroyed the entire 
political and1 labor movement In 
Germany, slashed wages to the 
bone, raised prices and made heavy 
inroads into the, social services. 
The Thyssens, the Krupps and the 
others have every reason to be 
grateful to this depraved bandit. 
And why not? Profits in the 
Hoesch works were 23,700,000 
marks in 1933 as compared w ith
12.500.000 marks in 1932. Thyssen’s 
profits rocketed more than fifteen 
million dollars in increases over 
what was “earned”  in 1932. A ll 
told German industrialists have 
been presented with a g ift of more 
than $1,000,000,000 in the form of 
tax reductions, subsidies and au­
thorized wage reductions.

The record of one year of H itle r’s 
stewardship in office speaks for i t ­
self. Plenty of gravy for the cap­
ita list parasites and nothing but 
misery and the iron heel for the 
workers. —G. C.

We cannot refrain from one last 
quotation. The Stalinists, and in 
particular Dunne (or as his Bo­
hemian friends of the New Masses 
now call him for the first time in 
his life, W illiam Francis Dunne) 
indignantly condemn what he labels 
the bureaucratic trade union prac­
tises of the Trotskyists in the 
Minneapolis union. Dunne ought 
to know, even i f  he doesn’t. In 
1931, he was the official represent­
ative of the T.U.U.L. to the Pitts­
burgh convention of the organiza­
tion which for some unknown rea­
son goes by the name of the Nation­
al Miners Union. Let us again 
listen to Browder’s observations on 
Dunne:

“ At the miners’ convention, there 
occurred unprecedentedly bureau­
cratic distortions of the correct rev­
olutionary line. This was typified 
by the method used in making a 
change in the name of the Union. 
The miners were a ll for the old 
name, National Miners Union; the 
Party had never made any decision 
instructing its members to try  to 
change the name. And yet one 
comrade holding a strategic position 
proceeded upon his own personal 
whim and by use of personal pres­
tige to propose and to have adopted 
without discussion the change of 
name to Mine, Oil and Smelter 
Workers Union (without even a 
discussion with the Communist 
fraction!) . . .  I t  was an extreme 
example of bureaucratism, of going 
over the heads of the workers—and 
even of the Party. Further demor­
alization was thrown into the work 
of the Union at this convention by 
another irresponsible action, the 
postponement of the election of the 
official leadership and1 the installa­
tion of a ‘provisional’ committee in­
stead. This again was an individ­
ual action.”  (Earl Browder, The 
Communist, August 1931.)

I f  the “ democratic” trade union 
practises followed by Dunne, and 
the daring leaps through space 
which he makes regularly over the 
field of trade union policy, are what 
he recommends to the Minneapolis 
teamsters—is i t  any wonder that 
the Stalinists are anathema to 
tbem —S.

The Man on the Flying Trapeze
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MINNEAPOLIS DRIVERS SOLID BEHIND LOCAL LEADERSHIP
United Front - Tobin and the Stalinists Tobin Goes to Bat for the Bossesl 0 ,000 in Greatest Parade in City’s Labor History

Having failed to convince even 
themselves that the May strike of 
Minneapolis D rivers’ Local 574 
resulted in anything hut gains 
fo r the workers, the Stalinists 
are now out to disrupt the impend­
ing second truckers’ strike. U tter­
ly  indifferent to the interests of the 
class, basing themselves on their 
“ rule or ru in ” policy, they have 
sent a couple o f the ir traveling 
salesmen of disruption into Minne­
apolis. These artists, backed by the 
D aily Worker, are busily slandering 
the Waders of Local 574.

In  the crucial days before ¡Wed­
nesday’s strike vote was taken, the 
bosses and' Dan Tobin, Internation­
a l President, loosed a Red scare 
against the leaders of 574. The 
purpose* was to frighten the work­
ers out of voting fo r a strike. In  
th is situation the Stalinists made a 
united fron t w ith  Tobin and the 
Employers Advisory Committee.

They showered the workers w ith 
leaflets signed by the Rank and 
P ile Group — the usual S talinist 
name* for a couple of I.W.O. mem­
bers ready to pose as truck drivers 
any day fo r the sake of the “ cause” . 
(These leaflets slander “ the Dunnes 
and Skoglunds”  in  the union lead­
ership and call them “ sell-out ar­
tists.”

The D aily Worker follows suit. 
But the D aily, poor thing, is puz­
zled. I t  has to explain why the 
bosses are raising the Red scare 
against the leaders of 574. And it  
seems that this is the reason:

The bosses love the Waders of 
574, and want them to continue in 
the leadership of the workers. 
Fearing that the workers are get­
ting so Red that they may at any 
moment send fo r Jack Stachel, the 
bosses are applying Red paint to 
the present leaders in  order to pop­
ularize them w ith  the workers!

The D aily also prints a barrage* 
o f lies as to the attitude o f the 
Waders of 574 toward' the question 
o f the strike. I t  attempts to por­
tray them as doing the ir best to 
head off the strike. I t  does not, 
however, present a shred of evi­
dence. The leaders of 574 have 
viewed the strike purely from  the 
viewpoint of the workers’ interests. 
The strike is not a princip le; i t  is 
a weapon in  the hands o f the* vtork- 
ers. That the workers of 574 have 
decided fo r a second time in a few 
months to use this weapon is evi­
dence not only of the oppression 
against which they must struggle 
to win decent liv ing  conditions, but

also of the unflinching m ilitancy of 
the leadership which has laid down 
the line being followed by the union.

The S talin ist disrupters, who 
have not led a strike to victory in 
years, fear that another trium ph is 
in store fo r an honest, able trade 
union leadership. And they are out 
to prevent that trium ph by hook or 
by crook. Thus far, happily, the 
workers of 574 have been dismayed 
neither by the filth y  outpourings of 
Dan Tobin and the bosses, nor by 
the equally filth y  slanders of the 
Stalinists. Against the united fron t 
of reaction, oppression and Stalin­
is t disruption, the workers of M in­
neapolis stand solid behind the 
leaders who brought them one vic­
tory in  May and w ill bring them a 
second before long.

Red Herring Cover for 
Real Issues

(Continued from  Page 1)
strike. The handbill announces the 
meeting is ‘under the auspices of 
the Communist League of America, 
Mpls. B r.’ The names given fo r the 
speakers are those of two of the 
prominent Waders of the last strike, 
and present agitators of another.

“ The question natura lly arises : 
Are the Communists insidiously 
taking over the union labor organ­
izations—most of which are reput­
able and patriotic—to achieve the 
Russianizing of Americans?”

Another rag, the Saturday Press, 
accuses the strike leaders of being 
instructed by the “ Communist In ­
ternational” and financed by “Mos­
cow” . And to prove this they re­
p rin t the entire leaflet o f the non­
existent S talinist “ rank and file  
committee of Local No. 574. This 
disruptive sp litting  piece of trash 
which calls the' leading members of 
the local “sell-out artists”  finds its  
proper place in  the brass check pa­
pers alongside o f Tobin’s and the 
bosses’ red scare.

What Is  This Communism?
Now it  must be clear to every 

m ilitan t worker that fighting fo r a 
better life  in  this world is Commu­
nism to the bosses and the ir agents. 
That building and maintaining a 
union c f ‘ their own choosing”  is 
“ Russianizing of Americans” .

Take your choice between that 
and the 100% Americanism of the 
bosses which means coolie condi­
tions and abject slavery fo r the 
working class.

(Continued from  Page 1)
members of the Ex-Servicemen’s 
Division, etc.

Handbills, distributed for 48 
hours beforehand, indicated to the 
various trades the section where 
where they were to assemble. In  
perfect order the working masses 
assembled at their posts, guided by 
assistant marshalls from  the D riv­
ers Union. Each group carried at 
its  head its  own large banner. Be­
sides these designating banners, 
hundreds of smaller placards were 
raised before the parade began; 
placards bearing slogans heartily 
expressing the feelings of every 
workingclass man and woman: 
“ Smash the Citizen’s A lliance!” 
"Bosses Do Not Want a Union, We 
Workers D o!” “ In  a Land of Plenty, 
We Want our Share!” “ Down De­
pression by Cutting Hours, and 
Raising Wages!”  etc.

Up N icollet Avenue
Promptly at 7 :30 the parade, 

which assembled at the call of the 
Joint Conference of A ll Unions, 
swung up N icollet Avenue towards 
the auditorium, led by an American 
Federation o f Musicians’ band.

In  the fron t line of march were 
the leaders of the Drivers Union, 
who have inspired the whole work­
ing class of the Twin Cities w ith  
the s p irit of determined struggle: 
B ill Brown, president; Miles Dunne, 
secretary; Grant Dunne, Ray Dun­
ne, Carl Skoglund, C lifford H a ll and 
Farre ll Dobbs. Behind these lead­
ers marched the Teamsters Joint 
Council. Then, in  the order named, 
came the follow ing battalions : 
steet railway employees, laundry 
and dry cleaning workers, union 
“delegations from  St. Paul, the 
Farmer’s Holiday Association, the 
Women’s A uxilia ry of the Drivers, 
headed by Mrs. Grant Dunne, Mrs. 
F arre ll Dobbs, Mrs. C lifford H all 
and Mrs. McCormack; the mass of 
building trades workers, the brew­
ery workers, the prin ting  trades, 
the Ex-Servicemen’s Division, the 
electrical workers, drivers, helpers, 
petroleum workers and inside work­
ers, the upholsterers, the c ity  and 
county employees, the railroad 
workers, the iron workers, the gar­
ment workers, the Minneapolis 
Central Council o f Workers unem­
ployed, the social problems club of 
the University o f Minnesota, and at 
the end the unemployed' councils 
and the ir affiliates.

As each division swung into the 
line o f march tremendous cheers

went up from those s till awaiting 
the ir turn. The Drivers were given 
a roaring ovation ,and the Farm 
Holidayers, the St. Paul workers 
and the Ex-Servicemen were greet­
ed w ith  w ild  enthusiasm.

Six t h o u s a n d  sympathizers 
flanked the line of march rig h t up 
to the doors of the municipal audi­
torium, keeping up a steady stream 
of applause fo r the marches.

F illed to  Capacity
The vanguard had already en­

tered the auditorium, fifteen blocks 
away, before the last sections o f the 
demonstration began the ir trek. No 
sooner had the marchers seated 
themselves in the auditorium than 
the doors wdre opened to the pub­
lic, and the immense building was 
rapidly filled  to capacity, over 12,- 
000 being seated. Thousands more 
clustered around the entrance to 
listen eagerly to the speeches 
which were relayed from the stage 
by amplifying equipment.

Draped across the foot o f the 
stage was the red banner of the* 
Farm Holidayers. Urtubees, pres­
ident of the Minneapolis Building 
Trades Council, was chairman of 
the meeting, which lasted for sev­
eral hours.

The firs t speaker, Miles Dunne 
of the Drivers Union, received a 
great ovation and was cheered 
again and again as he proceeded 
rapidly to outline the history of 
the drivers organization, te lling o f 
events leading up to the* February 
strike of the coal and ice wagon 
drivers’ strike, its  successful con­
clusion which won recognition of 
the union, the General Drivers 
strike in  May, the settlement won 
from the bosses, etc. Dunne closed 
by explaining the challenge of the 
Citizen’s Alliance and the Region­
al Labor Board, who by their s ta ll­
ing and evasive actions are now 
trying  to wiggle out of the agree­
ment signed w ith  the Drivers a t 
the end o f the May strike.

Brought out in  the course o f the 
speech was the fact that the C iti­
zen’s Alliance are now complaining 
to the ir St. Paul brethren, from  
whom they art* collecting further 
funds to continue the ir vicious a t­
tacks on the workers, that the 
strike in  May cost them $1,900,000. 
Almost two m illion  dollars, which 
the labor-hating bosses of Minnea­
polis paid out in order to avoid 
paying a decent wage to the work­
ers.

Roy Wier, organizer from  the

Central Labor Union, was the* next 
speaker. He outlined' the raw re­
sults of several labor disputes re­
cently “settled” here, explained 
that strikes a ll over the nation are 
now being settled by politica l action 
of the bosses through the ir machin­
ery o f state, and advocated that 
the workers assembled act together 
from  tonight onward, just as do a ll 
the bosses, their masters, the big 
Twin C ity banks. “An in ju ry  to 
one is an in ju ry  to a ll workers, 
from now on.”  W ild applause.

“ Why W ait T ill Wednesday”
Other speakers included Emory 

Nelson of the M ilk Drivers Union, 
gaunt deep-voiced' John Bosch of 
the Farmer’s Holiday Association, 
who said the farmdrs would supply 
produce to the strikers, Robert 
Fleming o f D rivers’ Union No. 120, 
St. Paul, who promised that the 
next strike would be a Tw in Cities 
strike.

B ill Brown, president of General 
Drivers Union No. 574 read thd 
evening’s resolution which conclud­
ed “ . . . that as a united body the 
unions accept the challenge of the 
Citizen’s Alliance—prepare fo r de­
cisive action—and proceed to a com­
mon victory.”  When Brown called 
fo r a rising vote, setting Wednes­
day night as the deadline, every 
last worker in  the building sprang 
up. A  great cry arose: “ Why w ait 
t i l l  Wednesday—le t’s go out to­
night,”—testifying to the m ilitancy 
of the workers, and to their indig­
nation against thd swindling tac­
tics of the bosses.

The program was brought to a 
close by the addresses o f Rubin 
Latz of the laundry workers, and 
M yrtle H arris of the garment 
workers.

By the time this report gets into 
p rin t, the Mluneapolis-St. Paul 
transport strike w ill in  a ll lik e li­
hood havt* begun—unless, at the 
last moment the bosses completely 
capitulate in a panic before the 
sight of a united working class 
which has at last been thoroughly 
aroused and stirred to its  depths, 
and set in  sw ift motion toward one 
common goal: overthrow7 of the 
bosses starvation program.

—C. IL

ORDER A BUNDLE OF M IL I­
TANTS— ONE CENT PER COPS.

JOIN THE COMMUNIST LEAGUE

(Continued from  Page 1)
guage only—w ith  the boot:

“ We Plead G uilty”
“ I f  being a serpent consists in 

organizing unions fo r working men 
and women to secure fo r them the 
necessaries of life , then we plead 
gu ilty  to being serpent». And if  
being a w olf in  sheep’s clothing has 
to do w ith  fighting the battles for 
those people who are in  our union, 
then wd are wolves.”

When the whole labor movement, 
w ith the exception of the disrupt­
ers and' degenerates, rise in cheer­
ing applause a t the strike  that 
pointed the way to a new day fo r 
the working man Tobin sits in his 
sumptuous office and advises the 
union men in  a way that excels 
anything that has been seen by the 
bitterest boss.

“The officers of local unions who 
do not guard themselves and their 
unions against a human monster of 
th is kind are making a mistake. I f  
you love the union which you have 
worked to build up then get busy 
and stifle such radicals because 
they do not belong in the union.”

A Cowardly Appeal
Tobin, himself has not the cour­

age to expel the leaders of 574, so 
he calls upon the rank and file  to 
do his d irty  work. But the rank- 
and-file “ love”  the ir union and they 
“ love”  the leadership that made it  
possible* too much to take any heed 
of the advice of the man whose 
fame in breaking strikes, conniving 
w ith  the bosses, and destroying un­
ion organizations is known through­
out the nation.

The question is : why does Tobin 
choose th is moment o f a ll to hurl 
his rabid attack at the leadership 
o f 574?

Is it  because of radical or Com­
munist opinions which he suspects 
are the ir beliefs? Hardly.

Like the assassin that he is he 
waits fo r the appropriate moment 
to drive the knife into the backs 
of the union men. The last strike, 
according to Tobin, which suffered 
none* o f his conniving help, “ was a 
strike  in  violation o f a ll of our 
laws, because the local did not re­
ceive the endorsement or any con­
sideration from the international, 
nor was any request fo r considera­
tion o f official endorsement made to 
thd International by the local un­
ion.”

That the local union did not re­
ceive any consideration from the 
International Tobin did not have 
to te ll us. No m ilitan t worker

could have expected any from a 
misleader of the stripe of Tobin. 
But that they asked fo r no consid­
eration is a brazen lie  that fits  well 
w ith his scurrilous tirade. Not 
only the Minneapolis Teamster’s 
Joint Council was consulted—and it  
gave its  endorsement—but the In ­
ternational was notified o f the in ­
tention to strike'. And more than 
that. ,We are informed by an item 
printed in the Minneapolis Labor 
Review of another interesting inc i­
dent that nails the lie  to Tobin’s 
charge. I t  says in part :

Couldn’t  Do a Thing 
“ Senator Wagner of the National 

Labor Board telephoned President 
Dan Tobin of the Teamster’s Union 
during the height of the street 
fighting and asked him what he 
could do to stop it.

“ Tobin had to reply that he 
couldn’t  do a thing. The truckmen 
had organized themselves and were 
making the ir own. battle.”

Behind his lies there is no subtle 
motive fo r th is post-mortem out­
lawing o f the general drivers strike 
of last May. Tobin is laying the 
groundwork fo r an open condemna­
tion of the strike which now stands 
on the order of the day. Openly 
ranging himself on the side of the 
bosses Tobin speaks out against 
sympathetic strikes which the “ un­
ion w ill not sanction” . Let the 
drivers go down into defeat fa r 
rather than trespass on the precious 
sinecure of Tobin.

Preparing the Sell-Out 
“ . . . we come into contact w ith 

every branch of industry and unless 
we keep our contracts and' protect 
ourselves, we would continuously be 
in  trouble on account of the inside 
workers, or others, going out on 
strike.”

That’s just the sentiment of the 
bosses. Blanket refusal to deal 
w ith  the union so long as it  insists 
on representing the inside workers.

The lines are drawn. The s trik ­
ers are determined not to be swind­
led out of their wages. The unions 
have pledged the ir support.

“ K ing” Tobin cannot stop the 
waves.

BROWNSVILLE BRANCH S.Y.L. 
Thursday N ight.

July 19: George Marlen, author of 
“The Road” , on Proleta­
rian Literature.

July 26: Current Events.
1776 P itk in  Ave., near Stone. Ave. 

Brooklyn.

Nailing a Few Brazen Lies Frisco W alko u t GrowsC L E V E L A N D  
STRIKE N E W S
Cleveland.—The I.W.W. won its 

demands by threatening a strike on 
June 26 a t the Dangler Stove Co., 
a branch of the American Stove Co. 
Recognition of -the I.W .W. shop 
committee and a ten percent in ­
crease in  wages were gained. 1,200 
o f this plant have joined the Metal 
and Machinery Workers No. 440.

*  *  *  •

Caddies who struck on June 30 
fo r an increase in  wages won a par­
tia l victory after a walkout lasting 
one day. A t Ridgewood, Ridge 
Road and Parma, golf links affected 
by the strike, the so-called “better”  
class had to suffer the ignominy of 
carrying the ir own golf clubs fo r 
the day.

* * * *
1,100 rubber workers have been 

out fo r two weeks in a strike 
against the General T ire and Rub­
ber CO. fo r recognition of the union 
and an increase in  wages.

Other strikes in Akron are the 
walkouts o f 350 workers a t the. En­
terprise Manufacturing Co., and 
150 Clay workers at the Robinson 
Clay Product Co. Mass picketing 
takes place at most of these estab­
lishments.

*  *  *  »

Clashes between strikers and 
scabs are a daily occurrence in  the 
several weeks old battle of the Taxi 
drivers against the Yellow Cab Co. 
Recognition of the union is de­
manded by the drivers. The Yel­
low Cab Co. has been forced, sev­
eral times to w ithdraw the ir cabs 
from  the streets of Cleveland de­
spite police protection and injunc­
tions.

* * * *
The strike fever is catching on 

everywhere in  Cleveland. Many of 
the strikes have not been reported 
in  the capita list press. There is the 
case o f the Gas Station Attendants 
who are s till carrying on negotia­
tions over wages and working con­
ditions, after several weeks of 
striking.

* * * *
Even the T.U.U.L. won four or 

five  small strikes involving several 
hundred workers. But neither the 
S talinist party nor the T.U.U.L. 
plays any part in  the larger and 
more important strikes.

A case in point is the Fisher 
Body strike where the Stalinists is­
sued a leaflet to the men. Rank 
and file  workers called the cops to 
drive them away. So incensed are 
these workers at the inane tactics 
o f the Stalinists that they chase 
them out o f the picket line every 
time they show their face. —P.

A fa ir example* of the politics and 
journalism  of Weisbord is the re­
port in Class Struggle (June-July 
1934), of the negotiations between 
the United' Y o u t h  Committee 
Against War and Fascism (Y.P.S.L., 
S.Y.L., S.L.I.D., Lovestonites, Weis- 
bordites, etc.) and the S talinist 
youth for a common demonstration 
in New York on May 30th. For 
gross misrepresentation o f facts 
ami opinions, through commissions 
and omissions and fo r its  in fantile  
conception of work w ith  the young 
Socialists the report takes its  place 
w ith  the scribblings of the D aily 
Worker. Space lim ita tion  permits 
only a brief reply. The reader w ill 
find a detailed statement of the 
S.Y.L. on the negotiations in  the 
June issue of Young Spartacus.

We read in the firs t paragraph of 
the report which is signed G. J .: 
“ The Communist Party wanted the 
name to be ‘United Youth Demon­
stration Against War and Fascism’. 
The sp lit occurred on what slogans 
should be raised by the* ‘united front 
demonstration’ as distinct from  the 
slogans raised by the separate or­
ganizations themselves.”

Lie number one. Not the C. P. 
proposed the name U.Y.D.A.W.F. 
but our committee proposed this 
name or any other commonly ac­
ceptable name, and the Stalinists 
rejected it  a t the jo in t committee 
meeting.

Lie number two. Complete unan­
im ity on slogans was arrived at a f­
ter conflict, a t the jo in t meeting of 
May 15th. Differences on slogans 
could not therefore be a basis fo r a 
split. (That is why no mention is 
made of the May 15th meeting in  
the report!)

Later in the article we are told 
that the sp lit occurred' only on the 
“ name”  of the demonstration.

The Disagreement on the Name
Lie number three. F irst, i t  con­

tradicts the statement in  the firs t 
paragraph that disagreement on 
slogans caused the sp lit. Second, 
it  omits the facts that the Stalinists 
in addition to insisting upon calling 
the demonstration “National Youth 
Day” , which led to disagreement on 
the “name” , refused to issue a com­
mon leaflet, and common publicity 
w ith  our committee! In  a word no 
real united fron t!

We are further told that the 
Spartacus Youth delegated did1 * * * not 
endeavor to prevent a division be­
tween the Y.C.L. and Yipsels and 
thereby “showed i t  was a regular 
centrist, opportunist organization” .

L ie  number four. I t  was the 
Spartacus Youth delegates who 
made the proposal in  the United 
Youth Committee Against War and 
Fascism that our committee work

w ith  the Stalinists fo r a common 
demonstration. This fact is ju d i­
ciously omitted, otherwise the false 
assertion quoted would be too ob­
vious a fraud.

The report states that in our 
committee* there was a dispute on 
the “ character” of the demonstra­
tion and only the Weisbordites fav­
ored a demonstration against imper­
ia lis t war and Fascism.

Lie number five. There was no 
dispute on the character o f the 
demonstration. A ll agre*ed that i t  
was against im perialist war and 
Fascism. This character, was de­
fined by the slogans raised. The 
difference that existed was on the 
name of the committee: should it  
employ the phrase “ im perialist war”  
or “ war” . The Spartacus delegates 
claimed that there was little  d if­
ference as to which phrase was 
used in  the name. The name “ U nit­
ed Youth Committee Against War 
and Fascism”  was more popular. I t  
was correct because the chief anti­
war demands referred to Roose­
ve lt’s im perialist war plans. I f  the 
position of the Weisbordites was so 
correct why were they compelled to 
d istort the facts and report the dis­
pute as one over the character of 
the demonstration?

A “ Non-Aggression”  Pact?
The Spartacus delegates accepted 

a “non-aggression pact” , the report 
claims, by supporting the motion 
that “ Only those slogans acceptable 
to a ll organizations be carried in 
the demonstration” .

Lie number six. The motion did 
not hinder any organization from 
raising their own politica l slogans. 
The term “ acceptable”  did not mean 
that a ll had to agree w ith  the slo­
gans, but had to approve their use 
at the demonstration. This is the 
procedure at a ll united fron t demon­
strations! The Weisbordites were 
permitted to carry the insane slo­
gan calling for the expulsion of a ll 
Fascist ambassadors from the U nit­
ed States, although none of the 
other organizations agreed w ith  the 
slogan. The Weisbordites and the 
Spartacus Youth League were per­
mitted1 * * * * * to carry banners for the 
Fourth International though the 
other groups were opposed to the 
slogan.

The Weisbordite report further 
fulminates against the Spartacus 
delegates because of the sp irit of 
friendliness between them and the 
young Socialist delegates. As Weis­
bord himself expresses it  in  an edi­
to ria l: “ . . . as though the d iffe r­
ences between the Y.P.S.L. and the 
Communist Left were not d iffer­
ences between exploiters and ex­
ploited.”

How is one to begin to answer

such in fantile  radicalism? That 
the differences between social de­
mocracy and Communism are those 
between the defenders of capitalism 
and their revolutionary opponents is 
a truism  fo r Communists. Does 
th is mean that we cannot approach 
the Le ft Socialists, particu larly the 
m ilita n t Yipsels, as comrades in 
friendly discussions and common 
action? To answer negatively is to 
help the Socialist bureaucrats keep 
control over the young Socialists 
rather than to win them for Com­
munism.

Another Weisbord T rick
How does this friendliness affect 

our intransigeant politics? When 
the Yipsels at the May 30th commit­
tee issued an ultim atum  which was 
tantamount to no united front w ith  
the Stalinists, was it  not the S.Y.L. 
delegates who sharply criticized— 
and w ith  complete success—their 
position? The Weisbord report says 
not a word on th is score! Again 
w ith  good reason!

But the “ secret”  of the vehemence 
and slander is given away in the 
fina l paragraph of the report. On 
May 1st the Weisbordites partic i­
pated in the S talinist demonstra­
tion. Why not on May 30th? Be­
cause our original ca ll came out 
fo r the release of the four German 
youth, and the S talinist demonstra­
tion would have refused to permit 
them to raise the slogan. But did 
the S talinist May Day demonstra­
tion perm it the Weisbordites to 
raise the slogan of “ For the Fourth 
International”  ? Of course n o t! The 
Weisbordites are now doing pen­
ance fo r not marching w ith  the 
Stalinists on May 30th.

Weisbord’s politics has led him 
to the worst S talinist methods of 
distortion. A ll the above facts 
were stated in the M ilita n t and 
Young Spartacus, so that no “ mis­
understandings”  can be claimed. 
H is blind hatred o f the Communist 
League leads him to picking up and 
inventing filth y  slanders against it. 
He is d riftin g  fa r away from revo­
lutionary Marxism.

ANTONIO FIERRO MEMORIAL 
MEETING

A memorial meeting for Antonio 
Fierro, murdered by a Fascist 
Khaki Shirts, has been called fo r 
Saturday, July 14 at 8:30 P.M. at 
the Debs Auditorium  in  the Rand 
School at 7 East 15th St. Speakers

I f  the number on your wrapper is

212
or smaller, your subscription to The 
M ilitan t expired. Do not delay. 
Send your renewal in at once and 
so save us unnecessary labor and 
expense. I f  you cannot renew at 
this time le t us know bow soon you 
can.

(Continued from  Page 1)
eve'n Hearst’s Examiner approves of 
as sufficiently “ conservative”—can 
drive the striking unions into an 
early settlement, prabably on the 
basis^ of the June 16th agreement, 
made between the bosses and Ryan, 
Longshoremen President, which was 
rejected by the longshoremen in 
every town on the Pacific Coast-

Ominous as the outlook for the 
general strike is, i t  s till has a 
chance. I f  the teamsters vote again 
to come out tonight, ha lf the battle 
w ill bt* won. Furthermore, about 
twenty of the 120 unions have a l­
ready voted fo r the general strike, 
and many more are meeting to do 
so this week. The vote fo r the gen­
eral strike is not mandatory, but 
enables the “ Strategy Committee”
to call it  i f  they choose; but i f  a
m ajority of the unions vote fo r it, 
a phony settlement w ill not be so 
easy. Also, Oakland Labor Council, 
composed of eighty locals and about
35,000 members, has voted to sub­
m it the question of general strike* 
to the membership. Word also came 
on Monday of a meeting in Port­
land, Oregon of representatives of 
eighty trade unions to discuss the 
general strike call.

But me*anwhile the Frisco Labor 
Council w ill do nothing to further 
the general strike plan. E fforts of 
the Joint Marine Strike Committee 
to get the Labor Council even to 
discuss it, during a meeting on July
7, were frustrated. President of 
the Council, Edward Vandeleur, 
went out of his way to state to the 
capitalist press that the meeting 
did not discuss the general strike. 
A ll the “ Strategy Committee”  has 
been doing the last two days is ta lk  
at the open sessions o f thd National 
Longshoremen Board and s it in on 
the secret executive sessions of the 
Board.

The efforts of the government, 
the bosses, and the A. F. o f L. 
chiefs are directed to driving the 
longshoremen into a separate set­
tlement, leaving the other ten crafts 
•—seamen, cooks, machinists, boiler­
makers, etc.—holding the bag. This 
was the meaning of the July 16th 
agredment signed by the Longshore­
men’s international president, Jo­
seph P. Ryan, which was turned 
down by the longshoremen. I t  pro­
vided fo r jo in t control of h iring  
halls, and a number of other dan­
gerous concessions to the bosses, 
but the main reason the workers 
turned i t  down was that the other 
ten crafts, which really got in ­
volved in  the strike by going out 
in  sympathy w ith  the longshoremen, 
should not be le ft in  the lurch.

The 1919 strike of the longshore­
men was smashed becausd they got

no support from the seamen. Now 
that the seamen have at last dem­
onstrated their solidarity, the long­
shoremen are not going to turn 
around1 and le t them down. I f  the 
bosses and thd union chiefs succeed 
in forcing a separate settlement, i t  
w ill take,years to heal the breach 
between the longshoremen and the 
other maritime workers.

Thd government is cooperating 
in this attempt. F irst, the Presi­
dent set up, not a board to deal 
w ith the marine workers as a 
whole, but a Longshoremen’s Board. 
Then, Attorney General Cummings 
made a ruling, upon the request of 
the Board, that thd ship owners as 
a group do not have to deal w ith 
the seamen as a whole, but that 
each company deals separately w ith  
its  “ own”  seamen. This was done 
in order to dodge the offer of the 
seamen «to abidd by a secret ballot­
ing to be held' by the Board to de­
termine the representatives of the 
seamen. The scheme now is to d i­
vide up the sdamen in  small groups, 
for a couple o f dozen different elec­
tions, providing any number o f op­
portunities o f spotting union lead­
ers, intim idating workers, and fix ­
ing each election. The ship owners 
insist on pretending that they do 
not function togdther as a group 
which can deal collectively w ith 
the seamen. In  facing the long­
shoremen, however, whom even the 
bosses admit are almost a ll in  the 
International Longshoremen’s As­
sociation, the bossds act through a 
central control.

The action of the teamsters, the 
strike votes, and the lengths the 
“ Strategy Committee”  w ill dare to 
go in  heading off the overwhelming 
sentiment fo r the general strike, 
w ill determine the outcome. That 
w ill come in  the next few days.

» *  *  •

Portland, July 8.—By greasing 
the tra'ckls, and then winning the 
tra in  crews, the waterfront strikers 
Saturday prevented any trains from 
getting to the piers. Representa­
tives of 80 trade unions w ill meet 
Monday on the question of general 
strike. The leaders of the Oregon 
national guard are having confer­
ences in preparation, w ith  the Gov­
ernor and the* Portland officials.* * * *

Seattle, July 9.—The bosses are 
try ing  to put over the June 16th 
agreement, which the workers 
turned down by overwheming votes. 
The bosses are conducting “ straw 
ballots" to “determine the sentiment 
of the employees”  who went out. 
The strike committee has prohibited 
the use of coast steamers in  trans­
porting goods from  Seattle to Ta­
coma, and a ll shipping has been 
tied up.

H O W  N O T  T O  
L E A D  A  STRIKE

The Stalinists who are ever 
ready to shout sell-out about any 
strike which they do not control, 
have again demonstrated the ir u t­
ter incapacity to lead any strike 
w ithout completely destroying and 
demoralizing whatever organization 
Existed.

The most recent example comes 
to us from Bridgeton, N. J., where 
the A gricu ltura l Canners Industria l 
Union, under the guiding hand of 
Donald, Henderson, ex-secretary of 
the National Students League* “ led” 
a strike at the Seabrook Farms.

The strike ended w ith  renuncia­
tion of Henderson’s leadership by 
the strikers, when he was forcib ly 
dragged off the platform  by dn- 
raged strikers, and capitulation to 
the United States Commissioner of 
Conciliation sent by Frances Per­
kins.

The terms of the agreement fin ­
a lly accepted include an “ im partia l”  
board of adjustment of 5 members 
—none of whom are strikers.

And here is how the board is to 
function:

“ The duties of the board shall 
consist in  deciding any question in  
controversy between employer and' 
employe and the decision o f the 
board thereon shall be fina l in  
binding on a ll parties and interest.

“The board shall regulate its  own 
procedure” .

While Henderson opposed the 
settlement as fina lly accepted, the 
fact that the strikers would have 
none of him and yelled him down 
when he tried to speak, is indicative 
of the “ confidence” the workers had 
in  his leadership.

Is th is the leadership B ill Dunne 
wanted the workers in  Minneapolis 
to follow? No, thank you!

The D aily Worker, in  its  custom­
ary fashion, hailed thd strike as a 
v ic to ry! The old wage scale o f 
25c to 30c per hour is to remain in  
force. Working conditions are the 
same as when the strike was called. 
And yet in the statement o f the 
union published in the D aily Woric- 
ier on July 12th, they have the au­
dacity to say tha t: “ The workers 
have won, the major demands o f 
the strike.”  This in  face of the 
vicious Clauses in  the agreement in  
which the “ a rb itra tion”  board—on 
which not a single striker is repre­
sented—is to arb itra te  a ll d iffer­
ences between employer and em­
ploye and a ll decisions are to be 
binding.

This follows the S talinist dictum 
that a ll strikes in which they par­
ticipate must necessarily lead to 
victory, e.g., the N. Y. Taxi strike.


