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Left Socialist Conference
A  Firm Nucleus for A  New International Emerges

The conference Is over. As yet 
we have ne ither the m inutes nor 
the  fina l te x t o f the reso lution. 
Nevertheless the p rinc ip a l conclu­
sions can be draw n. These conclu­
sions are en tire ly  favorable to the 
L e ft Opposition. T h is  can be seen 
best of a ll by the comparison o f 
w ha t we expected to obtain and 
w hat we obtained. In  p re lim ina ry  
discussions and correspondence we 
a ll agreed th a t i f  we should sue 
ceed in getting- fo u r o r even three 
signatures under a clear and pre­
cise document in  favo r o f the new 
In te rna tiona l, we would make an 
enormous step fo rw ard . We obta in­
ed the fo u r  signatures th a t we 
counted on (the  R evo lu tionary So­
c ia lis t P a rty  of H o lland , the So­
c ia lis t Labor P a rty  o f Germany 
and the Independent Socia list P a rty  
o f H o lla nd  together w ith  the In te r­
na tiona l L e ft O pposition) under a 
document w h ich is the on ly tan g i­
ble resu lt o f the conference and 
w h ich  may and should become o f 
h is to ric  importance.

We achieved th is  momentous re­
s u lt no t by some chance combina­
tio n  o r s k il lfu l maneuvers (on the 
con tra ry, in  th is  fie ld  we made some 
erro rs ) but due to the fa c t th a t the 
h is to ric  step made by us has fu lly  
m atured, in  sp ite  o f ten years o f 
world, w ide ba iting  and slander of 
the L e ft  Opposition ; in  spite- o f the 
tac t th a t th is  slander le f t  its  trace 
even in  the consciousness o f the 
opponents o f S talin ism , among them 
in  th é ‘ ranks of the social-democra­
t ic  workers ; in  spite of a l l th is, 
three organizations w h ich lead a 
few  tens o f thousands o f workers 
found no o ther path bu t to un ite 
w ith  us on a common document 
w h ich  presupposes a long and s tub ­
born struggle. A  w ide breach was 
made in  the w a ll surround ing the 
L e ft  Opposition. W e ,c)an ¡expect 
w ith  ce rta in ty  th a t new and more 
organizations and frac tions  which 
are pushed to the revo lu tiona ry  
path by the whole s itua tion  w i l l  
w ith  every passing m onth convince 
themselves th a t the on ly  banner 
under w h ich  the p ro le ta rian  van­
guard can ra l ly  is  the banner of 
Bolshevism -Leninism .

Only Serious Result
The D eclara tion  o f fou r is called 

above the on ly serious re su lt o f the 
P aris  conference. As fa r  as the 
vague decisions of the m a jo rity  are 
concerned, they have no fu tu re . 
T h is  w i l l  not be hard  to understand 
i f  we should analyze the composi­
t ion  o f the conference. I f  the de­
legates o f the fou r organizations 
w h ich  signed the declaration made 
up its  L e ft w ing, then the R igh t 
w ing  was made up o f the represen­
ta tives o f the Norwegian W orkers 
p a rty  w h ich  aims a t the creation 
o f a Scandinavian “ In te rn a tio n a l”  
through an a lliance w ith  the Swed­
ish and D u tch  social-democracy and 
is a fra id , therefore, to  compromise 
its e lf  by p ro x im ity  to  Communists. 
One m ust be a hopelessly naive per­
son, o r w hat is worse, an un p rinc i­
pled schemer to hope fo r  a union 
o r co llabora tion w ith  th is , through 
and through, opportun is tic  pa rty  or 
w ith  the sm all groups w h ich  g ra v i­
ta te  to  i t  lik e  the French Pupists, 
P a rty  o f P ro le ta rian  U n ity , the 
I ta lia n  M axim alis ts , the Catalonian 
Federation o f M aurin , the Polish 
group of Doctor Cruck, o r the a lto ­
gether humorous p a rty  o f Stein­
berg (fo rm er “ People's Commis 
ear” ).

Urbahns represented a t the con­
ference th a t l i t t le  w h ic h . remained 
o f the Leninbund. I f ,  w ith  a l l h is 
best revo lu tiona ry  in tentions, U r­
bahns proved anyth ing  in  the last 
years, i t  is  h is to ta l incapacity fo r  
co llective w ork, on one side, and 
fo r system atic th in k in g , on the 
other. A lone h is  laughable theory 
o f “ s tate cap ita lism ”  w h ich  puts on 
the same level the U. S. S. R. the 
U. S. A., the Germany o f H it le r  and 
the I ta ly  o f M usso lin i excludes the 
possib ility  o f jo in t  w o rk  w ith  h im  
in  the creation o f a new In te rn a ­
tiona l.

The Swedish Ind. Communists
The Swedish Independent Com­

m un is t p a rty  (K ilb o m ) and the 
B r it is h  Independent Labor P a rty  
stand in  a class by themselves. Both 
these organizations are a t the cross­
roads. The Swedish p a rty  repre­
sents too so lid  a w orkers ’ organiza­
tion  to fo llo w  the po licy o f Brand- 
ler-Thaheim er, based en tire ly  on 
the servile hope tha t, perhaps, Man- 
u ilsky  w i l l  pardon them and call 
them to  power. On the o ther hand, 
the p a rty  o f K ilbom  is, apparently, 
as ye t s trong ly  infected w ith  r ig h t­
is t tendencies and especially w ith  
d is tru s t towards the L e ft Opposi­
tion . I t  cannot re ta in  its  present 
in te rm ed ia ry  position. I t  m ust 
make a choice. We m ust he lp i t  
make the right choice.

I f  the p a rty  o f K ilbom  vacilla tes 
between the R ig h t and the L e ft 
Communist oppositions, the Inde­
pendent Labor p a rty  vacilla tes be­
tween the Com intern and the new 
In te rn a tio n a l. Maybe no t a t once, 
bu t in e v ita b ly  the bureaucrats of the 
Com intern w i l l  push the Independ­
ent Labor P a rty  on the road o f the 
new In te rn a tion a l. Sooner o r la te r 
th is  pa rty , a t least its  revo lu tiona ry  
nucleus, and we sha ll meet.

Jt is absolutely clear, that the de­

cisions adopted by such a hetero­
geneous m a jo rity  can have on ly  a 
p latonic, decorative character. N o t 
a few  are a ll too w illin g  to  “ con­
demn”  the  Second In te rn a tion a l, to  
shout about its  bankruptcy, so as 
to ca rry  on in  practice a po licy of 
opportunism . N ot a few are w ill-  
in  to shout about the bankruptcy 
of the T h ird  In te rn a tio n a l so as 
to c a rry  on in  re a lity  a po licy of 
back-stage com binations w h ich  are 
in  s p ir it  very much ak in  to bureau­
c ra tic  centrism . N o t on ly are de­
nuncia tion  of the Second and T h ird  
In te rna tiona ls  insuffic ient to ad­
vanced workers bu t the bare admis­
sion of the necessity of a new In ­
te rna tiona l does not suffice either, 
i t  is  necessary to  say c learly  w ha t 
in te rn a tio n a l we have in  m in d : the 
restora tion o f the m iserable Two 
and a h a lf  In te rn a tion a l, o r the 
un ifica tion  of the in te rna tiona l pro­
le ta ria n  vanguard on the basis o f 
a revo lu tiona ry  program  re a lly  cor­
responding to  the problems o f our 
epoch. To elaborate such a pro- 
graw  in  the company of Tranm ael 
Louis Selier, M au rin  and others, of 
even to support the fic tion  o f an 
in te rna tiona l organ ization in  com­
mon w ith  them  would mean to sow 
chaos and ideological dem oraliza­
tion  instead o f the necessary saving 
c la rity .
The “ Yesterday”  and “ Tom orrow ”  

o f the Movement
We cannot pass by the fa c t th a t 

tw o of our a llies (the German S. A. 
P. and the H p lla nd  O. S. P., Inde­
pendent Socia lis t P a rty ) enter not

Joint Declaration
for New Internat'l

(Continued on Page 3)

Historic W ords
The Gazeta Polska, offic ia l organ 

of the Polish government, w rites  
on the reasons w h ich  déterm ined 
the Soviet-Polish rapprochem ent: 

"One o f the reasons, and no t the 
least, was the defeat of T ro tsky ’s 
line  and the tr iu m p h  and streng th ­
ening o f »Stalin’s line, the bu ild ing  
of socialism in  one country.”  

Gazeta Polska, Aug. 29, 1933 
The Polish government lik e  the 

w o rld  bourgeoisie knows who is the 
rea l revo lu tion is t. And no t alone 
the bourgeoisie. M illio n s  of w o rk­
ers w i l l  note the reasoning o f the 
Polish Government and d raw  the 
correct conclusions. Le t the S tal­
in is ts  rave—

Reichstag Fire  
Frame-Up 
Unmasked

The in te rna tiona l commission of 
lawyers a t London, w h ich  has ju s t 
concluded its  hearings o f evidence 
connected w ith  the German Reich­
stag fire, has exonerated the Com­
m unists fram ed-up by the Nazis. 
I t  accepted the a lib is  o f these ac­
cused and found i t  physica lly  im ­
possible fo r  them  to have taken any 
active pa rt in  the fire . I t  has 
turned the accusation of the in ­
cendiary r ig h t back where i t  be­
longs— upon the Nazi themselves.

The commission says in  its  find­
ings, tha t, “ no connection whatever 
could be traced between the Com­
m un ist p a rty  and the bu rn ing  of 
the Reichstag”  On the other hand 
i t  declares tha t, “ grave grounds 
exists fo r  suspecting th a t the Reich­
stag was set afire  by o r on behalf 
o f leading personalities of the Na­
tion a l S oc ia lis t pa rty .”

There need not be the s lightest 
doubt th a t the find ings o f th is  com­
mission are en tire ly  correct. W ork­
ers fa m il ia r  w ith  the Nazi te rro r 
and fram e-up methods w i l l  enter­
ta in  no such doubts. B u t w hat 
w i l l  happen a t the t r ia l  o f the 
fram e-up v ic tim s a t the Fascist 
contro lled supreme cou rt a t Le ipzig 
Germany, w h ich  is  now on, th a t is 
again a d iffe rent m atter. The ac­
cused are in  re a lity  denied a l l de­
fense. The w o rk ing  class o f Ger­
many has no means of expression, 
i t  is  en tire ly  a t the mercy o f the  
blood th irs ty  brown-sh irted execu­
tioners. R igh t along these bandits 
are stag ing new raids upon Com­
m unists and anti-Fascists to keep 
the demand fo r  more blood alive. 
They are sharpening the axe.

W orkers  everywhere pro tect th is  
outrageous frame-up!"

Save these m ilita n t workers from  
the Nazi A xe !

In  fu l l  rea liza tion  o f the great 
h is to ric  responsib ility  w h ich  devolv­
ed upon them, the undersigned or 
ganizations have unanimously de­
cided to combine th e ir  forces fo r 
jo in t w o rk  fo r  the  regeneration of 
the revo lu tiona ry  p ro le ta rian  move­
ment on an in te rna tiona l scale. As 
the basis fo r  th e ir  a c tiv ity  they laÿ 
down the fo llow ing  princip les :

1. The m orta l c ris is  of im p e ria l­
is t cap ita lism  w h ich  has taken the 
props ou t from  under reform ism  
(social-democracy, the Second In  
te rna tiona l, the bureaucracy o f thé 
In te rn a tion a l Federation o f trade- 
unions) poses im pera tive ly  the 
question o f the break w ith  re form ­
is t po licy and of the revo lu tionary 
strugg le fo r the conquest o f power 
and the establishm ent o f thè pro­
le ta ria n  d ic ta to rsh ip  as the only 
means fo r  the transfo rm a tion  of 
ca p ita lis t society in to  a socialist 
society.

2. The problem  o f the p ro le ta r­
ian revo lu tion bears, by its  ve ry  na­
ture, an in te rna tiona l character. The 
p ro le ta ria t can bu ild  a complete so­
c ia lis t society on ly on the basis of 
the w orld  d iv is ion  o f labor and 
w o rld  cooperation. The undersign­
ed categorically reject, therefore, 
the theory o f “ socialism  in  one 
country”  w h ich  undermines the very 
foundation of p ro le ta rian  in te rna ­
tionalism .

3. No less energetically m ust be 
rejected the theory o f the Austro- 
M arx is ts , cen tris ts  and le ft  re fo rm ­
ists who, under the pre text o f the 
in te rna tiona l character of the so­
c ia lis t revo lu tion, advocate an ex­
pectant passiv ity  w ith  regard to 
th e ir own country, de live ring  there­
by thè p ro le ta ria t in  re a lity  in to  
the hands o f Fascism. A  p ro le ta r­
ian p a rty  w h ich evades the seizure 
of power under the present h is to ric  
condits, commits the w orst of be­
traya ls. The v ic to rious  p ro le ta ria t 
o f one country m ust strengthen its  
na tiona l d ic ta to rsh ip  by socia list 
construction, w h ich remains of nec­
essity incomplete and con trad ic to ry 
u n t il the, w o rk ing  class seizes p o li­
tica l power in  a t least a few  ad­
vanced cap ita lis t countries. S im u l­
taneously, the v ic torious w ork ing 
class o f one country m ust d irec t a ll 
its  e fforts  to the extension of the 
socia list revo lu tion to other coun- 
ries The con trad ic tion  between 
the na tiona l character of the seiz­
ure o f power and the in te rna tiona l 
character o f socia list society can be 
resolved on ly  by courageous rev­
o lu tionary  action.

4. The T h ird  In te rn a tio n a l w h ich 
grew out o f the October revo lu tion 
la id  down the p rinc ip les  o f pro­
le ta rian  po licy in  the epoch o f im ­
peria lism  and gave the w o rld  pro­
le ta r ia t the firs t lessons in  the rev­
o lu tionary  struggle fo r  power, fe ll 
v ic tim  o f a chain o f h is to rica l con­
trad ictions. The treacherous role 
of the social-democracy, the im m a­
tu r ity  and inexperience of the Com­
m unist parties led to the breakdown 
of Uie post w a r revo lu tiona ry  move­
ments in  the East and in  the West. 
The isolated position o f the prole­
ta ria n  d ic ta to rsh ip  in  a backward 
country gave an ex trao rd inary  
power to the ever more conserva­
tive  and na tiona lly -lim ited  Soviet 
bureaucracy. The slavish depend­
ence o f the sections o f the Comin­
tern on the Soviet tops led, in  its  
tu rn , to a new series o f grave de­
feats, to  bureaucratic degeneration 
of the theory and practice  o f the 
Communist parties, to  th e ir  o rgan i­
zationa l weakening and more than 
th a t the Com intern proved not only 
incapable o f fu lf i l l in g  its  h is to ric  
role bu t became more and more of 
an obstacle in  the way o f . the rev­
o lu tionary  movement.

5. The advance o f Fascism in  
Germany pu t the organizations of 
the w ork ing  class to  a decisive test. 
The social-democracy once more 
confirmed the designation given i t  
by Rosa Luxem burg and revealed 
its e lf fo r  the second tim e as “ the 
s tink ing  corpse”  The overcoming 
of the organizations, ideas and m eth­
ods o f re form ism  is the necessary 
prerequisite fo r  the  v ic to ry  o f the 
w ork ing  class over capita lism .

6. The German events revealed 
w ith  no less force the collapse of 
the T h ird  In te rna tiona l. Despite 
its  fourteen year existence, despite 
the experience gained in  g igantic 
battles, despite the m ora l support 
o f the Soviet state and the p le n ti­
fu l means fo r  propaganda, the Com­
m unist p a rty  o f Germany revealed 
under conditions o f a grave econom- 
is, social and p o lit ic a l cris is, con­
d itions exceptionally favorable fo r  
a revo lu tiona ry  party , an absolute 
revo lu tiona ry  incapacity  and had 
thereby shown conclusively th a t de­
spite the heroism o f many of its  
members i t  had become to ta lly  in ­
capable o f fu lf i l l in g  its  h is to ric  
role.

7. The position o f w o rld  cap ita l­
ism  ; the f r ig h tfu l c ris is  which 
plunged the w o rk ing  masses in to  
unheard o f m ise ry ; the revo lu tion­
a ry  movement o f the oppressed colo­
n ia l masses; the w o rld  danger o f 
Fascism ; the perspective o f a new 
cycle o f wars w ihch threaten to  de­
stroy the whole human cu ltu re—  
these are the conditions w h ich im  
peratively demand the welding to­

gether o f the p ro le ta rian  vanguard 
in to  a new (F o u rth ) In te rn a tion a l.
The undersigned obligate themselves 
to d irec t a ll th e ir  forces to the fo r ­
m ation in  the shortest possible tim e 
of th is  In te rn a tion a l on the firm  
foundation o f the theoretic and 
s tra teg ic  p rinc ip les la id  down by 
M arx and Lenin.

8. W hile  ready to co-operate 
w ith  a l l the organizations, groups 
and factions w h ich are actua lly  
developing from  reform ism  or bu­
reaucratic centrism  (S ta lin ism ) to 
wards revo lu tionary M arx ian  pol­
icy, the undersigned a t the same 
tim e declare th a t the new In te rn a ­
tiona l cannot to le ra te  any conc ilia ­
tion  towards reform ism  or centrism . 
The necessary u n ity  o f the w ork ing  
class movement cannot be atta ined 
by the b lu rr in g  o f re fo rm is t and 
revo lu tionary Conception, o r the ad­
aptation to the S ta lin is t policy, but 
on ly by com batting the policies o f 
both bankrupt In te rna tiona ls . To 
remain equal to its  task the New 
In te rna tiona l m ust not pe rm it any 
devia tion from  revo lu tiona ry  p r in ­
ciples i i i  the question o f the in su r­
rections, the p ro le ta rian  d ic ta to r­
ship, the Soviet fo rm  o f the state, 
etc.

9. By its  class basis, by its  so­
c ia l foundations, by the incontest­
ab ly p reva iling  form s of property, 
the U. S. S. R. remains also today 
a workers’ state, th a t is an in s tru ­
ment fo r  the b u ild in g  o f a social­
is t society. The new In te rn a tio n ­
a l w i l l  inscribe on its  banner as

one o f its  m ost im portan t task the 
defense o f the Soviet state fro m  im ­
peria lism  and in te rn a l counter-rev­
o lu tion. Precisely the revo lu tiona ry  
defense of the U. S. S. R. places 
upon us the im perative task o f free­
ing  the revo lu tiona ry  forces of the 
en tire  w orld  fro m  -the corrup ting  
influence o f the S ta lin is t Gomintern 
and of b u ild in g  a new In te rn a tio n ­
al. O nly under the condition o f 
complete independence o f the in ­
te rna tiona l p ro le ta rian  organizations 
from  the Soviet bureaucracy and 
the tireless unm asking o f its  false 
methods before the w o rk ing  masses 
is a successful defense of the Soviet 
Union possible.

10. P a rty  democracy is a neces­
sary prerequis ite  fo r  the healthy 
development o f revo lu tiona ry  p ro­
le ta rian  parties on a na tiona l as 
w e ll as on an in te rna tiona l scale. 
W ithou t the freedom of c ritic ism , 
w ith o u t the elections o f fun c tion ­
aries from  top to bottom, w ith ou t 
the contro l of the apparatus by the 
rank and file, no t r u ly  revo lu tion­
a ry  p a rty  is possible.

The need fo r  secrecy under con­
d itions  of il le g a lity  changes com­
plete ly the form s of the in te rna l 
l i fe  o f a revo lu tiona ry  p a rty  and 
makes w ide discussions and elec­
tions d ifficu lt, i f  not altogether im ­
possible. B u t even under the most 
d ifficu lt conditions and circum ­
stances the basic demands o f a 
healthy p a rty  regime re ta in  the ir 
fu l l  fo rc e : honest in fo rm a tion  o f

Silk Strikers Hold Firm; 
Reject N . R. A . Truce
N. T. W . Forms Splitting Strike Committee; A ll 
Unions Must Unite in Associated Silk Workers

(Continued on Page 4)

Despite a ll the efforts of the boss­
es the 'n a tion a l s ilk  s trike  s t i l l  holds 
solid. Monday m orn ing, Septem­
ber 18, the bosses o f Paterson, the 
stronghold o f the s tr ike  made a 
feeble a ttem pt to open the m ills  
a fte r ge tting plenty o f support iron, 
the loca l newspapers. M ilita n t 
mass p icketing  by the workers 
qu ick ly  shut them again. Over 
50,000 are on s trike  fo r  $30, a 30 
hour week, two looms and the aboli 
cion o f n ig h t w ork.

On_Saturday the bosses had offer­
ed the workers a “ tem porary truce 
settlement”  on the basis of a s ligh t 
increase to fou r and a h a lf cents 
fo r 100,000 picks (approxim ately 
$22 a week) fo r  weavers and slight 
increases fo r  the a u x ilia ry  cra fts  
u n t il the adoption o f a permanent 
code. A t  the membership meeting 
of the Associated S ilk  W orkers— 
U. T. W., the s trike rs  overwhelm ­
in g ly  rejected the bosses truce and 
voted to continue the strike .

The N a tiona l S trike  Committee 
very correctly  pointed out in  a lea f­
le t th a t th is  o ffer of on ly a s ligh t 
increase by on ly  a p a rt o f the s ilk  
m anufacturers offered no guarantee 
th a t a l l  the bosses would accept it .  
The on ly settlement acceptable to 
the s tr ike rs  is a na tiona l agreement.

The s tr ike  was called by the A m ­
erican Federation o f S ilk  W orkers 
which is now a pa rt of the United 
T e x tile  W orkers bu t having local

Civil W a r Looms in Cuba; Situation Tense
The s itua tion  in  Cuba is develop­

ing  in to  c iv il war. Soldiers have 
been sent against the s tr ik in g  sugar 
workers to recapture from  them  the 
p lanta tions they have seized. The 
workers are armed and are deter­
mined to resist. C onflic ting press 
reports state th a t the soldiers fired 
on w o rke rs ; th a t they fra tern ize  
w ith  the workers. A t  any ra te the 
struggles o f the workers fo r  in ­
creased pay, better w ork ing  condi­
tions, and against im peria lism  has 
brought them to  the po in t where 
they are beginning to confront the 
arm y. W ill the soldiers go over 
to the side o f the workers? O r w i l l  
the soldiers support the govern­
ment, which i t  is leaning ever more 
heavily upon the Cuban bourgeoisie 
and the Am erican im peria lists? The 
next days w i l l  decide.

W ith  the passing o f each day the 
ground is being cu t from  under the 
feet o f the San M a rtin  government. 
On the one hand i t  is  being sub­
jected to enormous pressure from  
the Cuban bourgeoisie and the U n i­
ted States. The Menocal and Men- 
dieta factions together w ith  the 
ABC are ins is ten tly  demanding the 
resignation o f the government. The 
financia l sabotage continues unre­
m itt in g ly . Welles is busy conniv­
ing  and p lo tting  to replace the M ar­
t in  government w ith  an ou trigh t 
bourgeois regime.

The pe tty  bourgeoisie, too, b ring ­
ing  pressure to bear on the govern­
ment to d rive  i t  to the R ight, against 
the workers, on the ground th a t 
strikes are para lyz ing business and 
ru in in g  them. In  Havana they 
threatened a 24 hour closure of a ll

Military Intervention by 
United States Imminent

business houses “ in  protest against 
workers’ acts o f violence” . A nother 
report has i t  th a t they “ threaten 
to close th e ir doors unless the gov­
ernment compromises w ith  the op­
position (bourgeois factions) and 
agrees to  a coa lition  cabinet th a t 
w i l l  sa tis fy  a ll, w in  U. S. recogni­
tion  and restore the coun try ’s econ­
omic life .”  Out o f fea r of the w o rk­
ers the pe tty  bourgeoisie are ask­
in g  the Cuban bourgeoisie and the 
U. S. .im peria lists, to suppress the 
workers.

The ris in g  tide  o f w orkers ’ s trug­
gles is leaving the San M a rtin  gov-

A .  F. of L. Leaders 
Accept Company 

Union Clause
I t  is  a w e ll established fa c t th a t 

the A . F. of L. executives have a l­
ways been heeding the ca ll o f th e ir 
accepted masters in  the government­
a l adm in is tra tion  regardless o f 
w hat the exigencies o f cap ita lis t 
po litics  m igh t require. I ts  stup id­
ities  they have fu l ly  shared w ithou t 
possessing any o f its  fa r  sighted­
ness. Where they have differed, 
they have usua lly  been fu rth e r to 
the r ig h t of the cap ita lis t govern­
ment.

Thus today, when the Roose­
velt adm in is tra tion  casts its  eyes 
toward the Russian m arket and 
discuss possib ilities o f recognition 
o f the Soviets, w ith  closer trade 
re la tions and advancing o f credits, 
the A. F. o f L . executives have a l­
ready come fo rw a rd  w ith  th e ir  pro­
test, exposing themselves as even 
more reactionary than the cap ita l­
is t government. Perhaps th is  can 
be explained by th e ir  more in g ra in ­
ed1 hatred fo r  the Soviets and th e ir 
greater fea r o f revo lu tiona ry  ideas. 
B ut how exp la in  the very la test 
acrobatics o f B i l l  Green and John 
L. Lew is in  obedience to th e ir  mas- 
tets voice.

The fina l te x t o f the coal code 
carried an in te rp re ta tion  o f the 
“ famous”  section 7 (a ) o f the N. I .  
R. A. establishing the workers’ 
r igh ts  o f collective barga in ing 
through representatives o f th e ir 
own choosing. In  th is  in te rp re ta ­
tion  the fo llo w in g  sentence occurs : 
“ The law  does not p ro h ib it the  ex­
istence o f a local labor organiza­
tions  w h ich  may be called a com­
pany un ion and is composed only 
o f the employees o f one company” . 
A t f irs t these tw o gentlemen made 
a lam e protest bu t la te r signed the 
code w ith  th is  in te rp re ta tion  in ­
cluded, bu t President Roosevelt, 
roled i t  out.

I  would thus appear th a t Roose­
ve lt is  more progressive than Green 
and Lewis. B u t le t  us not be m is­
led. President Roosevelt was only 
a l i t t le  more fars ighted and wanted 
to avoid the serious troub le  which 
he antic ipated w ith  the company 
union clause rem aining. Green and 
Lewis, on the other hand', showed 
themselves once more as the servile 
craven tools o f the employers ready 
to render them service whenever 
required even a t the cost o f deal­
ing  a death b low  to the organiza­
tion they are supposed to represent.

ernment .suspended over an e rupt­
ing volcano. The workers are seiz­
in g  the sugar plan ta tions and are 
a ttem pting  to operate them by 
workers’ committees. They are
arm ing  themselves against the
th rea t o f the government to retake 
the p lan ta tions by force. The s trike  
wave is spreading continuously. 
Santiago is threatened w ith  a com­
plete tie-up. The struggles o f the 
workers to im prove th e ir  economic 
condition is bring ing  them in to  more 
d irec t conflict w ith  the bourgeoisie 
and w ith  the Am erican im peria lis ts  
upon the fundam ental issues of the 
Cuban revo lu tion, the influence of 
Communism is grow ing.

Condemned to  fu t i l i t y  and extinc­
tion  from  its  b ir th  the government 
o f the pe tty  bourgeoisie, both as 
revo lu tiona ry  ju n ta  and as its  off­
spring, the San M a rtin  government, 
has pursued a steady course toward 
the R igh t, tow ard  the bourgeoisie 
and Am erican im peria lism . A l­
though i t  came in to  power as an 
an ti- im pe ria lis t government i t  pro­
mised the payment o f a ll fore ign 
obligations, th a t is  to say, of the 
enormous debt to W a ll Street which 
can be pa id on ly by the sweat and 
blood o f the to il in g  masses. On the 
14th o f September i t  guaranteed 
the investments o f the U n ited Sta­
tes in  its  s ta tu tes: “ No one sha ll 
be deprived o f leg iim ate property 
except by competent a u th o rity  and 
fo r verified reasons of pub lic  w el­
fa re  a fte r proper indem nification.”

This regime which began to con­
c ilia te  the workers by sending arbi-

( Continued on Page 3)

W i l l i a m  G reen  
" Friend"  of Cuba

•‘In  1927 Chester W righ t, ed it­
or of International Labor News, o r­
gan o f the Federation o f Labor, 
and Eng lish Secretary o f the Pan- 
Am erican Federation of Labor, 
brought to W ashington the account 
o f 147 assassinations com m itted by 
the Machado regime. This evidence 
was given much pu b lic ity . The 
New Y ork  port workers voted to 
sabotage Cuban sugar a rr iv in g  in 
the port. Then something happen­
ed.

“ Machado hastened to W ashing­
ton and met Green in  the Belgian 
legation. Green thereupon issued a 
pub lic  statement th a t fro m  th is  
date _on the condition o f Cuban 
workers ‘would be im proved’. A fte r 
a ll a great labor leader m ust feel 
honored when a president calls 
upon h im  regardless of the fate o f 
mere workers.

V W righ t presently was out o f his 
tw o jobs, and despite the fa c t tha t 
the conditions o f Cuban workers 
has grown steadily worse, th a t as­
sassinations have continued, tha t 
men then ja ile d  are today in  ja i l  
w ith o u t tr ia l,  Green never once has 
lifte d  his voice in  th e ir  behalf.”

F rom  The Crime of Cuba by Car- 
leton Beals, page 247-8.

autonomy. The reactionary U. T. 
W. leadership, headed by MacMa- 
hon, d id  not sanction the s trike  but 
attempted from  the outset to smash 
it  by maneuvers in W ashington w ith  
the Roosevelt a rb itra t io n  board. 
MacMahon entered in to  and accept­
ed the truce settlement fo r  which 
lie had no au th o rity  from  the w o rk­
ers. T h is  treacherous attem pt re ­
lieved its  proper reward in  the un­
animous repud iation o f the truce 
settlement. B u t these maneuverings 
of MacMahon should serve as a 
serious w arn ing  fo r the s tr ik in g  
workers to be on th e ir guard against 
fu rthe r atteivrpt to sell them out. 
They m ust be on guard against 
iiis endeavors to prevent the Federa­
tion o f S ilk  W orkers from  becoming 
a rea lly  representative organiza­
tion.

The jacquard bosses tr ied  to sp lit 
the ranks of the s trike rs  by offering 
■ he ir workers, a sk illed  section of 
the trade, a separate settlement 
embodying a standard scale. Th is 
was a maneuver. The offer consti­
tuted a sm all wage increase fo r the 
workers in  the lower paid shops and 
a wage cut o f 1 and 2 cents per 
yard fo r  the workers in  the better 
paid shops. The jacquard workers 
unanimously rejected th is  attem pt 
to sp lit the ranks of the strikers.

A long w ith  the fierce struggle 
against the bosses and the d isrup­
tive  tactics of MacMahon, the w o rk­
ers face the danger of d isun ity  pre­
sented by the S ta lin is t controlled 
N ational T e x tile  W orkers Union, 
la s t  Sunday the NTW U arranged 
a conference of s tr ik in g  tex tile  
groups in  A llen tow n, called by the 
Independent A llen tow n S ilk  W ork­
ers Union which is under S ta lin is t 
influence. Representatives from  
several independent groups met 
there and form ed “ oi(e Naltioifal 
S trike  Committee” . To the 40,000 
m ilita n t workers fo llow ing  the real 
N ational S trike  Committee of the 
American Federation of S ilk  W ork­
ers th is  dual s tr ike  Committee can 
mean only d isrup tion  of the strike. 
Our fe llow  workers o f the Inde­
pendent A llen tow n S ilk  (W orkers 
Union have been' confused and do 
not understand th a t th e ir  action 
leads to a d iv is ion of the s tr ike  
ranks.

A lready the effects o f the dual 
N ational S trike  Committee are ap­
parent. The D a ily  W orker o f Sept. 
14 carried a report o f a telegram 
sent to Senator Wagner declaring 
tha t the UTW  does not represent 
the national s ilk  s tr ike  nor the 
A llen town s trike rs  and' th a t only 
the “ national s tr ike  committee”  is 
authorized to represent the s tr ik ­
ers.

These th ings bode no good fo r the 
s ilk  workers. The false policy of 
the N TW U  and its  e fforts to cap­
ture the leadership of the s trike  
is h o t serving the best interests of 
the workers. The A llen tow n w ork­
ers m ust be made fu lly  aware of 
the danger th a t threatens from  th is  
direction.

The Am erican Federation o f S ilk  
Workers m ust make determ ined ef­
fo rts  to draw  these workers in to  
the main stream of the movement 
)f the s ilk  workers. The sentiment 
among the A llen tow n workers is 
reported favorable to the AFSW. 
The A llen tow n Independent workers 
w ant a place on the N a tiona l S trike  
Committee o f the AFSW . T h is  the 
AFSW  m ust g rant to the A llen tow n 
workers. In  th is  way can there be 
un ity  between the Am erican Fed­
eration o f S ilk  W orkers— UTW  in  
A llen tow n and the A llen tow n Inde­
pendent S ilk  W orkers.

Perhaps the clearest example of 
the maneuvering of the S ta lin ists 
is to be seen in  th e ir  w o rk  among 
the warpers in  the United W arpers 
League. T h is  organization although 
started by the N. T. W. U. as a 
means to corra l the u n w illin g  w o rk ­
ers in to  th e ir paper union has long 
since got out o f the hands of the 
local S ta lin ists. They have not 
abandoned hope o f recapturing it .  
Saturday last a proposal was made 
tha t the U n ited Warpers League of 
Paterson send two delegates to the 
A llen tow n Conference. M ilita n t 
workers in  the League got up and 
denounced the idea as an attem pt 
on the pa rt o f the NTIWU to lead 
the independent s ilk  c ra fts  away 
from  the m ain stream o f the Silk 
workers. The proposal was voted 
down by the warpers by an over­
whelm ing m a jo rity . A fte r  th is  
conference, the warpers, who were 
not , w illin g  to fo llow  th is  d irec t 
path of d ivision, agreed to send two 
delegates to the committee formed 
a t A llen tow n as observers only.

A t a Jo in t S trike  Committee meet, 
ing o f the United W arpers League, 
the Independent Loomfixers League 
and the U n ited Tw isters Club, N. 
T. W. U. m tn  on the committee 
brought fo rw a rd  a resolution cor­
rec tly  demanding th a t the Jo in t 
S trike  Committee o f these independ­
ent c ra ft organizations be represent­
ed on the s trike  committee o f the 
Associated. B u t i t  also demanded 
th a t other te x tile  organizations 
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the party , freedom of c ritic ism  and 
a rea l inner u n ity  between the lead- 
ership and the pa rty  m a jo rity . 
H ay ing  suppressed and crushed the 
w i l l  of the revo lu tionary workers, 
the re fo rm is t bureaucracy turned 
the social-democracy and the trade 
unipns in to  im potent bodies despite 
th e ir  membership num bering m il 
lions. H av ing  stifled inne r dem­
ocracy, the S ta lin is t bureaucracy 
stifled also the Comintern. The new 
In te rna tiona l, as w e ll as the parties 
adhering thereto, m ust bu ild  th e ir 
en tire  inne r li fe  on the basis o f 
democratic centralism.

11. The undersigned created a per 
manent commission of delegated re­
presentatives and assigned the fo l- 
low ign to it .

(a) The elaboration o f a pro­
gram m atic manifesto, as the 
charter of the new In te rn a ­
tiona l ;

(b ) the preparation o f a c ritica l 
analysis of the organizations 
and tendencies of the present- 
day workers movement (theo­
re tic  commentary to the M an i­
festo) ;

(c) the elaboration of theses on 
a ll the fundam ental questions 
o f the revo lu tionary strategy 
of the p ro le ta r ia t;

(d ) the representation o f the 
undersigned organizations be­
fo re  the outside world.

SIGNED:
E. Bauer—International Left 
Opposition ( Bolshevik-Lenm- 

ists)
J. Schwab—S. A. P. (Socialist 
Workers Party of Germany)
J. P. Schmidt—O. S. P. (In ­
dependent Socialist Party of

Holland)
K. Sneevliet—R. S. P. (Rev­
olutionary Socialist Party of

Holland)

A .F .W .  Extends 
Organization

New York.— In  the September 2 
issue o f the M ilitant the un ited 
fro n t mass meeting o f the Am alga­
mated Food W orkers and the Food 
W orkers In d u s tr ia l Union, contro l­
led by the S ta lin ists, was b rie fly  
reported. As we predicted the u n i­
ted fro n t was broken, p rin c ip a lly  
on account o f the h a lf heartedness 
o f the S ta lin is ts ’ pa rtic ipa tion . Our 
comrades and the G itlow ites  p ro­
posed th a t a fusion o f the two un­
ions .take place, because i t  was 
evident th a t an organization drive 
could not be sustained forever w ith  
two  unions competing to r  member­
ship w ith in  the industry , and tha t 
unavoidably confusion would be 
created in  the ranks o f the w o rk­
ers.

The resu lt was th a t —  la s t 
Thursday, September 14, the Indus­
t r ia l  Union called a mass meeting 
o f the hotel and restauran t w o rk ­
ers. The attendance was so poor 
th a t the S ta lin is ts  were forced to 
postpone the meeting.

Fo llow ing  th is  action the H ote l 
W orkers Section o f the A. F. W. 
called a mass meeting fo r  Tuesday, 
September 19, in  the same h a ll a t 
w n ich about twelve hundred w o rk­
ers appeared. A t  th is  meeting sev­
era l workers described the condi­
tions in  the indus try , the m iserably 
low  wages and long hours p reva il­
ing. The meeting was addressed by 
D r. P ick o f the Muste organization, 
by Ben G itlow , by comrades B. J. 
F ie ld  and by comrade Cannon of 
the L e ft Opposition.

Secretary Bourget, before ad­
jo u rn in g  the meeting, made i t  clear 
th a t the H o te l W orkers Branch of 
the A. F. W. is  a genuine in d u s tria l 
union, and accepts as members w ith  
fu l l  r igh ts  a l l workers employed in 
hotels, not on ly  cooks and waiters, 
bu t also dishwashers, porters, 
elevater meU, etc.

The hotel code has been delayed 
because so fa r the bosses have not 
been eager to sign it ,  since ho press­
ure on them was exercised by o r­
ganized labor. The f irs t  sign of 
the splendid organization by the A.
F. W. o f such big  hotels as the 
W aldorf-A sto ria , Astor, Pennsylv­
an ia and others have made the 
bosse uneasy and anxious to sign 
the shameful code w ith  its  p ro v i­
sions fo r  a f i f ty  hour week, a tw en ty 
cents an hour m in im um  wage and 
a whole netw ork o f treacherous 
ambiguities, which by no means w il l  
am eliorate the present miserable 
conditions, bu t on the con tra ry  w i l l  
worsen them.

Hundreds o f workers are pouring 
in to  the offices o f the union every 
day, jo in  its  ranks and engage ac­
tive ly  in  organizing th e ir  fe llow  
workers. D a ily  the numbers in ­
crease and before long the entire 
hotel and restauran t in dus try  of 
New Y ork  C ity  and environs w i l l  
be covered1 by th is  organizations 
drive. T h is  w i l l  obviously raise 
the question o f a more decisive 
and w ide scale action w h ich  w i l l  
fo rce  the pow erfu l hotel tru s t to 
recognize the union and accept its  
demands fo r  decent standards.

—A. C.

LEAGUE ACTIVITIES

Successful Meetings 
in Montreal

M ontreal.—.W ith  the beginning o f 
th is  fa l l  the L e ft Opposition in  
M ontreal has proceeded to tu rn  to 
advantage the inevitable discontent 
w h ich S ta lin is t bureaucratism  and 
po litica l s tu p id ity  arouse in  the 
ueaichiest elements. Up to now our 
group has been very sm all, a ll 
young comrades. B u t the logic of 
the German events has more than 
doubled our sympathizers. P a rticu ­
la r ly  the best youth elements, in ­
c lud ing Y C L’ers are being won over 
to our side. We also have some 
contacts in  the P a rty  and the Jew 
ish fie ld  is p a rticu la r ly  ripe  fo r  
our a c tiv ity . We in tend to proceed 
to tne creation o f a Spartacus 
Youth Club and an Unser K am i 
Club.

On September 3, Comrade K rehm  
lectured before an audience o f 100, 
inc lud ing many Y C L’ers and P a rty  
members, on the subject o f a “ New 
Communist P a rty  in  Germany?”  
Sketching the h is to ry  o f the C. P.
G., comrade K rehm  explained Its  
na tu ra l weakness (due to you th) in  
the November 1918 revo lu tion ; its  
fa ta l hesitation (thanks to S talin- 
B rand ler) in  1923, when i t  had the 
m a jo rity  of the w ork ing  class on 
its  s ide; and its  in a b ility  in  the 
last few  years to keep back the 
tide of Fascism due to the "the o ry ”  
o f “ social Fascism” , “ un ited fro n t 
from  below”  and its  market-com­
pe tition  w ith  the Nazis ( its  slogan 
o f “national and social libera tion , 
etc.).

In  the discussion period the S ta l­
in is t spokesmen ju s tified  th e ir  stu­
p id ities  by the treachery o f the so­
c ia l democracy, accused us o f con­
cealing before the workers the rev­
o lu tiona ry  mass actions in  Germany 
w nich .hey themselves trum p up 
and repeated H eckert’s fa ls ified 
quotations from  T ro tsky  in  defense 
of pa rliam enta ry democracy. We 
challenged them  to a debate w h ich  
due to the pressure o f the crowd, 
they accepted, in te n tio na lly  Choos­
ing w ha t these “ p rac tica l”  people 
consider the most academic topic, 
"Can Socialism Be B u ilt  in  Russia 
A lone” ?

On September 6 th before an au­
dience o f 300 the S a tlin is t repre­
sentative, Baker, repeated a ll the 
scholastic B ucharin is t argument, 
viz., T ro tsky has no fa ith  in  the in ­
ner power o f the Russian p ro le ta r­
ia t the revo lu tion in  Russias has 
already taken place, no t so in  
o ther coun tries ! i f  no t socialism 
sha ll we bu ild  cap ita lism  in  Rus­
sia ? "etc., etc., ad nauseum.

In  rep ly  comrade K rehm  pointed 
out th a t i t  was none other than the 
L e ft Opposition w h ich  fo r  five 
years (1923-1928) demanded in  
va in  a speedy tempo o f co llec tiv i­
zation and in d u s tria liza tio n  tha t 
the w orkers ’ repub lic can be mere­
ly  the base ( fo r  a breath ing space 
though prolonged) fo r  the extension 
of the in te rna tiona l p ro le ta rian  rev­
o lu tion  and nor fo r  the independent 
construction of an isolated social­
is t society.

Baker declared the very orig in  
of “ socialism”  in  one coun try  to 
have been m istaken and subsequ­
en tly  to have changed his v iew ! 
Baker deviated once again from  the 
“ general line ”  by denying th a t 
S ta lin  propounds the Messianic 
completion concerning Russia as 
the one country in  the whole w orld  
where a self-sufficient classless so­
c ie ty  can be constructed. The S ta l­
in is t spokesman took advantage o f 
his being the las t speaker by h u r l­
ing abuse and m aking personal a t­
tacks.

On September 8th, comrade 
K rehm  lectured before an audience 
of 100 on “ The Foreign Policy of 
the U. S. S. R.”

T h is  tim e M. Buhay, an old pa rty  
leader, attempted to d ive rt a tten­
tion  from  the logic o f the argu­
ments made by the speaker adopt­
ing an a llw ise  a ttitu d e  towards 
comrade K re h m : w ha t r ig h t have 
you to  laugh a t M an lu ilsky? The 
Soviet diplom ats know w ha t they’re 
about w ith  th e ir  “ m aneuvering” , 
the ve ry  Friends o f the Soviet U n­
ion and the A n ti- Im p e ria lis t 
League show th a t the Com intern 
has the in te rna tiona l revo lu tion a t 
heart (as i f  i t  were a question of 
good in tentions ra the r than o f false 
o rien ta tion ), w hy b rin g  in  the 
question o f socialism  in  one coun­
try?  Buhay, fu rthe r, instead o f 
conceiving, as we do, o f the  Soviet

FROM TH E R HINELAN D.
Things are te rrib le  in  X . Many 

comrades have been arrested. The 
students belonging to our group 
have been expelled fro m  the un i­
versity. The leading comrade was 
f r ig h tfu lly  m istreated and lies in  
a serious condition in  the hospita l. 
A t the present moment the re  is 
no oppo rtun ity  fo r any broader 
p o lit ic a l ac tiv ity . A  prin ted  pro­
le ta rian  newspaper seems lik e  a 
fa iry  tale.

In  Y, on the other hand, the w ork  
is s t i l l  going on fa ir ly  we ll. The 
comrades meet regu larly , issue 
mimeographed m ateria l, and have 
created new points of support in  
the big shops.

In  general, however, the s itua tion  
has become te rr ib ly  sharper in  the 
las t three weeks. D ifficu lties  in  
ca rry ing  out w o rk  are increasing 
on every side. In  a few  weeks the 
s itua tion  should be clearer, b u t the 
perspective is one o f a long period 
o f hard work. The comrades are 
almost exhausted.

The C. P. is no longer to  be seen 
in  th is  d is tr ic t. I t  is  “ supposed”  
to be s t i l l  w o rk ing  in  the R uhr d is­
tr ic t ,  bu t nobody re a lly  believes 
th a t . . . .

Red A rm y, as an auxiliary arm  o f 
the in te rna tiona l revo lu tion, v ir ­
tu a lly  in tim ated  th a t on ly in  case 
of an armed occupation by fore ign 
im peria lis ts  o f a country close 
the Soviet Union w ith  the view 
an a ttack on the Soviet Union, 
i t  perm issible to send the Red 
A rm y in to  th a t country. H e also 
w rong ly stated th a t T ro tsky  had 
been fo r a revo lu tiona ry  w ar du ring  
the B rest-L itovsk negotiations and 
th a t T ro tsky  h im se lf had favored 
the slogan o f a Labor P a rty  f 
America. W orkers who look 
Buhay w ith  respect expressed sur­
prise a t his method o f argument.

—J. G.

A  Criticism of 
the Militant

To the E d ito r  of the M il ita n t :
A llo w  me to  protest the p r in tin g  

o f the a r t ic le . . “ The Daily Worker 
Goes to  the Masses” — in  th  e M ili 
ta n t o f September 16th.

There is absolutely no law  in  
nature w h ich says th a t a Commun­
is t paper should not take up the 
question o f sports o f even breakfast 
m enus; on the con tra ry, i t  is  ob lig ­
ato ry fo r  Communists to approach 
and penetrate in to  the sports’ clubs, 
social clubs, etc., and present the 
class po in t of view there, o f course, 
and exp la in  to the workers the 
class s trugg le  from  the angle w ith  
Which they are most acquainted 
w ith  and interested in.

W rit in g  about workers sports or 
even sum b itting  medical advice is 
very im portan t and even necessary 
—in  a workers’ Sports’ Club Maga 
zine or the B u lle tin  of a W orkers 
M utua l Benefit Society.

F o r the cen tra l organ .o f the 
Communist pa rty  how ever; to emu­
late cap ita lis t papers in  th e ir drive  
fo r  c ircu la tion , devote columns of 
advice to the s ick and the love-lorn 
and the well-dressed; to  waste 
pages in  a l l sorts o f nonsence and
tom foo lery o f th a t s o rt----- th a t is
absolutely im perm issible. “ A  B o l­
shevik paper should be a Bolshevik 
paper.”  I ts  c ircu la tio n  and in flu  
ence can only be increased by pene­
tra t in g  in to  the organizations of 
the workers, by becoming a leader 
o f th e ir  struggles and by awaken 
ing  to p o litica l l i fe  s tra ta  of in d if  
fe ren t and solid workers. I t  Can 
on ly gain prestige and confidence 
by phsing and answering the  bu rn ­
ing  problems o f the w o rk ing  class 
p rov id ing  leadership in  workers’ 
struggles and by w o rk ing  out cor­
rect slogans, to w h ich the workers 
w i l l  Inev itab ly  be a ttracted . I t  
can on ly  be done in  th is  way.

A l l  th is  should have been ex 
p lained s im p ly ; c le a r ly ; the  p u r­
pose p f a Bolshevik paper, its  func­
tions, etc., etc., bu t t. n., e ither 
through in a b ility  or because he ju s t 
d idn ’t  w an t to, splurged1 through a 
lo t o f s tup id ities accompanied by 
a ll sorts o f “ sm art”  asides w o rthy  
of College Hum or, w ith  “ b r i l l ia n t”  
fa n fa ro lls  and f r i l ls .

Such s tu ff does not beong in  a 
Bolshevik paper. — A. G.

Editorial Note.— I t  should he 
needless to say th a t we agree en tire ­
ly  w ith  w hat comrade A. G. says 
about the du ty o f the cen tra l organ 
of the Communist party . B u t we 
cannot en tire ly  accent his c r it ic ­
ism o f the je s t we made in  our a r­
tic le  in  question. Moreover, some­
tim es we even feel a tem pta tion to 
jest a t the hum or contained in  the 
Daily Worker po litica l artic les and 
re fra in  on ly because i t  is too trag ic . 
B u t when confronted w ith  the s illy  
bourgeois apings o f these special 
D aily Worker departments, what 
else could we do. Sometimes r id ­
icu le becomes an effective means of 
correcting foolishness.

Silk Strike
(Continued from Page 1)

not a ffilia ted  to the Associated be 
given representation on the s trike  
committee. T h is  was defeated on 
the ground th a t representation on 
the s tr ike  com m ittee “ be restricted 
to those having no p o lit ic a l a ffilia ­
tions” .

Undoubtedly the  re jection o f th is  
proposal by the N TW  fo r  repre­
sentation on the s tr ike  committee 
was caused en tire ly  by the suspic­
ion which the d isrup tive  maneuver­
ing  o f its  leadership has created in  
the minds o f the workers. Never­
theless i t  is  impossible to agree 
w ith  the m otiva tion . The fac t th a t 
the N TW  is under p o litica lly  con­
scious d irec tion  should1 in  no way 
d isqua lify  i t  as a d irec t p a rtic ip ­
an t in  a un ited s tr ike  leadership. 
The correct w ay to  pu t the ques­
tion  would be, to demand from  the 
N TW  th a t i t  reenter the mass move­
ment, th a t i t  make common cause 
w ith  the m a jo r ity  organization in  
the s tr ik e  and become an in tegra l 
pa rt o f Its  ranks by jo in in g  the 
Associated S ilk  W orkers.

The independent c ra f t  unions of 
Paterson are in  a c r it ic a l state to ­
day. On the one hand they have 
not yet been made a d irec t pa rt 
o f the Associated s tr ike  committee 
leading the largest section o f the 
22,000 s tr ik in g  te x tile  workers in  
Paterson. On the o ther hand they 
are being sore ly pressed by the

Painters Strike- 
Stalinist Union 

Delays

FROM THE MILITANTS

NEW YORK.—
The general s trike , called sudden­

ly  Monday, Sept. 18th by the New 
Y ork  Painters D is tr ic t  Council, to 
take place the next day, has 
brought about 8,000 painters down 
from  the jobs.

This s tr ik e  was not en tire ly  un­
expected. Several weeks ago the 
Brotherhood called a s tr ike  fo r  a 
day to check up on its  membership, 
started an organ izationa l campaign 
and taxed a ll w o rk ing  members 
f if ty  cents a day. These obvious 
preparations, the fa c t th a t the 
pa in ting  season is a t its  height, the 
te rrib le  conditions in  the trade, the 
wave o f strikes th roughou t the 
country and the NR  A  gave the L e ft 
w ing in  the B rotherhood (such as 
i t  is ) , and the A lte ra tio n  pa in te rs 
Union T U U L , “ revo lu tionary un ion”  
plenty o f tim e to get ready fo r the 
s trike . B u t as usual they were 
caught en tire ly  unprepared.

A t the meeting of the B ronx  local 
o f the A . P. U. the same Monday 
n igh t the organizer reporting on the 
s trike  presented the proposals o f j t,le unemployed, 
the T U U L  th a t we watch fo r de- F o r exam ple: the B row nsv ille  
velopments in  the coming week and' section o f New Y ork  C ity  supposed- 
to go out on s tr ik e  next Monday. ; ly  had one of the best unemployed

T h is  proposal brought protests councils in  the d is tr ic t. A  few 
from  the rank and file, some of weeks ago the lessons o f Browns- 
xvhoin correctly  stated th a t to re- ’ v ille  were being discussed through- 
m ain a t w o rk  would be scabbing out the c ity  and B row nsville  was 
and th a t we should go on s tr ik e , the base fo r the pep ta lks w ith  
r ig h t away. In  the face o f t h is ; which W in ters and S u llivan sought 
protest chairm an W eitz retreated 
and stated th a t the T U U L  proposal 
was to  go ou t on s trike  as soon as 
possible.

Fellow  w orker K i t t  took the floor

Brownsville Jobless 
Councils Collapse

Brooklyn, N. Y.— Nowhere has
the ineptitude and bankruptcy of 
the Communist pa rty  manifested i t ­
self as graph ica lly  as in  the P arty  
contro lled Unemployed Councils. 
Despite the fa c t th a t almost fou r 
years have passed since th e ir  fo r­
m ation ; countless inner p a rty  meet­
ings held, and thousands o f pro- 
nunciamentos issued by the pa rty  
leadership, the membership and in ­
fluence o f the councils today con­
s titu te— zero. Since the inception 
o f the councils, thousands of rank 
and file  Communists have u n tir in g ­
ly  and courageously devoted entire 
weeks and months in  the struggle 
to bu ild  up a mass unemployed 
movement. T he ir heroism and devo­
tion  were displayed in  scores of 
battles w ith  the police a t evictions, 
demonstrations and Home Relie f 
Buros. Yet a ll th is  has gone fo r 
naught. The fa ilu re  th a t has m ark­
ed every other pro ject of the bu­
reaucra tic apparatus in  the past, 
repeated its e lf tra g ica lly  in  the at 
tem pt to organize the m illio ns  of

to bolster up the flagging morale 
o f the various other councils. The 
Bryan eviction,— the em broglio w ith  
the police a t the Home R e lie f Buro 

-the resu lting  shriek ing headlines

tion  can sweep through the w o rk ­
ing class draw ing the m illions  of 
unemployed behind it .  The disap­
pointm ent which the N R A  is sure 
to bring  to the unemployed, makes 
the moment more prop itious than 
ever. I t  is on ly  necessary to cast 
behind the proven worthless po lic ­
ies of t lie  C ity  Council and the u lt i-  
in a tis tic  directives of the pa rty  
leadership. Instead o f sectarian, 
isolated councils w ith  paper mem­
bership, a federation o f unemploy­
ed embracing the various unem­
ployed movements m ust be formed. 
The strugg le fo r  im m ediate re lie f 
must not be isolated from  the figh t 
fo r social insurance and the u l t i ­
mate abolishm ent o f capitalism . Let 
the Communist prove from  w ith in  
the ranks of the unemployed th a t 
they are correct and they w il l  
achieve th e ir objective.

------A Y. C. L.er.

Youngstown Steel 
Workers M eet

Terzani United 
Front M eet

New Y ork.— The Terzani United 
F ro n t Conference was called lo r  the 
alleged purpose of gain ing mass 
pressure and financ ia l support lo r  
t lie  defense of Terzani, a young 
Ita lia n  student w orker wno is un­
der u trum ped up ind ic tm ent of sec­
ond degree m urder to r the m urder 
of F ierro , a fr ie n d  of his, who was 
k ille d  by the Fascist K h a k i Shils 
a t th e ir meeting in  A storia , L . 1. 
The actua l reason fo r ca lling  the 
conference seems to  be th a t the So­
c ia lis t wanted to t ry  t lie ir  hand a t 
stage managing a un ited tro u t con­
ference. T lie  Socialists, by means 
of th e ir  bloc w ith  the 1. M . W. and 
tlie  anarch ists and by means of 
packing the h a ll du ring  the vote 
succeeded. T ha t is about a l l th a t 
can he re a lly  said o f th is  complete­
ly  negative conference.

The conference was called by the 
Terzan i General Defense Com m it­
tee, upon w hich the Socialist Party , 
the 1. Yv. W., t lie  C iv il L iberties 
Union, the In te rn a tion a l Labor De­
fense, and various A na rch is t groups 
are represented. The Communist 
P arty  was not given representation 

! on the ground th a t i t  was represent­
ed by the I .  L . D.

Youngstown, O.— About s ix  hun­
dred enthusiastic steel workers a t­
tended a mass meeting of the Am ­
algamated Association of Iro n , Steel 
and T in  W orkers held in  Youngs- j 
town on September 17. Gene B la ir ,1 B u t even less was accomplished 
local A. A. organizer, presided, j than a t iiae  S ta lin is t a ffa irs . This 
M ike Lyden, one o f the Youngs- j was a "genuine un ited fro n t ’ tha t 
town, A . F. o f L. leaders, was the was based upon the p rinc ip le  of 
f irs t to speak; he made a good p lea ) avoid ing a ll points o f d ispute in- 
fo r organ ization but revealed h im - j eluding p a rtic u la r ly  a l l common ac- 
self to  be l i t t le  more than a typ ica l tion . Tne S ta lin is t conference 
enthusiastic trade un ionist. Then am ount to the P a rty  and us peri-

and demanded th a t we s tr ik e  the i in  the yellow  press were pointed 
same tim e as the Brotherhood. He j out as rea l achievements of the 
pointed out th a t  the elem entary unemployed. W inters, S u llivan  and 
du ty o f class conscious workers is) the other heads of the C ity  Councils
to support th e ir  fe llow  workers in  
a s trike  s itua tion . He said tha t 
rem aining on the job, even i f  only 
fo r a day a fte r  the s trike  was de­
clared would p lay in to  the hands j 
o f the bosses and the  A. F . o f L. 
fakers and th a t the rank and file 
of the Brotherhood would brand us 
as scabs and strikebreakers. This, 
he declared, would resu lt in  the 
complete d iscred itm ent of the A. P.
V.

In  o u tlin ing  the po licy th a t the 
A. P. U. should fo llo w  he stated 
th a t the m ain task o f the L e ft w ing 
workers was to be w ith  the masses1 ob liv ion th a t the sporadic and in 
and to influence them w ith  the c o r-! d iv idu a l actions o f a few comrades 
rect class struggle policies. K i t t  t had lifte d  i t  out of. 
explained th a t under the influence I N a tu ra lly  enough, th is  a rt if ic ia l 
o f the N R A  and the pressure o f ¡method of bu ild ing  up a movement 
conditions the workers a t th is  stage1 has its  resu ltan t consequences. W hat 
are standing in to  the R ig h t w ing  rea lly  is the ease in  B row nsv ille  
unions. Th is makes i t  necessary today? Weeks i f  not months have 
fo r the A. P. U. to enter as a b lo c k 1 passed w ith ou t a single m eeting o f 

in to  the A. F. of L . , the executive, le t alone the mem-
The leadership v ic iously  a ttacked : her.ship. The unvarnished tru th  is, 

th is  po in t of view  w ith  the same tha t ne ither the form er o r the la:

k n e w ; tha t w h ile  they are m aking 
these b la tan t speeches the B row n­
sv ille  actions were not the resu lt 
of any influence th a t the councils 
exerted over t lie  unemployed— but 
ra the r to the bravery of a hand fu l 
of P a rty  and YC L members. Yet 
th is  was pe rm itted  to act as a 
gauge fo r  ca rry ing  out fu tu re  work. 
N o th ing could serve better to give 
a true p icture of the sinecures than 
that. Indeed the  very moment tha t 
these speeches were being made, 
the B row nsv ille  Unemployed Coun­
c il had again relapsed in to  the

line  of tr ip e  so cha racteris tic  o f 
the S ta lin is t bureaucrats: “ When 
the workers see through the treach­
ery and fake ry  o f the A. F. o f L. 
they w i l l  come to  us,”  said one of 
them. Others took the floor a t­
tem pting to ju s t ify  delaying s trike  
action on the ground1 th a t tim e fo r  
preparation was needed, made sim ­
i la r  arguments en tire ly  evading the 
issue,

A ttem pting  to c raw l ou t o f a bad 
hole W eitz amended K i t t ’s m otion 
fo r  an im m ediate s tr ike  to the ef­
fect th a t a s tr ike  committee be 
elected to decide on the date fo r  
the wa lkout. He succeeded in  ob­
ta in in g  the support o f the member­
ship fo r  th is  compromise.

A t the m eeting  o f the s trike  com­
m ittee, the fo llow ing  evening, the 
T U U L  leaders again succeeded in  
th row ing  confusion in to  the issue 
o f an im m ediate s tr ike  in  so lid a rity  
w ith  the A. F. of L . painters. W eitz 
to ld the workers tha t i f  they “ fe lt  
uneasy”  they could stop w ork. Th is 
provoked an uproar, bu t the confu­
sion remained despite the fa c t tha t 
most o f the workers who spoke 
were fo r  im m ediate action. F in a lly  
a m otion prevailed, against the 
wishes o f the leaders to leave the 
jobs im m ediate ly pending the offi­
c ia l s trike  c a ll fo r Monday the fo l­
low ing  week. I t  is therefore no 
wonder tha t the workers le ft  th is  
meeting discouraged1 and dissatis­
fied.

The S ta lin is t trade union policy 
lias  le ft  the New Y ork a lte ra tion  
pa in ters in  a b lind  a lley. These 
leaders fa iled  to  steer a course to ­
ward u n ity  w ith , and a ffilia tio n  to 
the A. F. o f L . They asked these 
men to rem ain on the job  w h ile 
the Brotehrhood is on s trike . Could 
there be any better proof th a t they 
have failed' and fa ile d  m iserably.

—B IL L  K IT T .

N TW U  which is m aking feverish 
efforts to capture contro l o f the 
s tr ik e  and is a ttem pting  to  use 
these groups fo r  th a t purpose. The 
Associated in  Paterson m ust pre­
vent these c ra ft unions from  being 
draw n in to  the dual N a tiona l S trike  
Committee. T ha t would serve only 
to d iv ide  the workers instead o f 
u n itin g  them. I t  is absolutely es­
sential for the victory of the strike 
that the Associated recognize the 
request of these groups for repre­
sentation on the strike committee. 
This step can lead to the fu rth e r 
strengthening o f the Am erican Fed­
eration o f S ilk  W orkers as a body 
em bracing a il s ilk  workers.

—R. M.

te r exists. E n tire  days pass w ith ­
out a w orker crossing the threshold 
o f the council. Seeunde and Sadie 
Berg, secretary and organizer, s it 
in. the headquarters d raw ing  up 
innum erable lea fle ts ; w h ile  they 
w a it fo r something to happen— and 
when i t  does they are helpless. 
N o th ing does however.

Three years o f ru inous leader­
sh ip : three years o f disappoint- 
ment.s fo r  the workers who come 
to the councils : three years o f op­
po rtun is t and re fo rm is t policies, 
have served e ithe r to repel or de­
m oralize the unemployed of the 
neighborhood. And the prestige of 
the council b u ilt  up by flam boyant 
headlines and shriek ing sensation- i 
aiism  has disappeared. The very) 
P a rty  and Y C L members who are 
unemployed show tha t they know | 
the fu t i l i t y  o f the councils accom­
p lish ing anyth ing, by avoid ing i t  
as they would a plague.

I t  is no wonder then, th a t the 
Tammany adm in is tra ted Home Re­
lie f  B uro  has taken advantage of 
the collapse o f the Unemployed 
Council. The fu rn itu re  l it te r in g  
the streets o f B row nsv ille  bears 
mute testim ony to the havoc tha t 
the impotence o f the councils has 
brought in  its  wake. Even the m is­
erable amount of food th a t the buro 
a llo ts  is in  danger o f being cut 
down. Rumors have i t  and they 
are not w ith o u t foundation consi­
dering w hat is happening, th a t the 
Home R e lie f Buro w i l l  shut down 
in  the near fu ture , th is  o f course 
would condemn thousands o f fam ­
ilies in  the neighborhood to starva­
tion. Despite th is , there is no re­
sistance anywhere. To th is  dark 
and gloomy state o f a ffa irs  have 
the d ile tantis ts  of S ta lin ism  brought 
the unemployed. A pp ly  th is  p ic tu re  
to every section o f New Y ork  C ity  
and a true image o f w ha t rea lly  
is happening in  the unemployed 
movement can be goten.

W hy th is  in a b ility  to organize 
the unemployed, when years o f the 
greatest destitu tion  have presented 
an unparalle led opportun ity  to do 
so? W hy a fte r years o f experience 
in  w ork ing  w ith  the unemployed 
workers and having a v ir tu a l mono­
poly in  the fie ld are the unemploy­
ed councils shattered and an n ih il­
ated? I t  is  due, o f course, to the 
incorrect and opportun ist approach 
of the party , w h ich  flows out o f the 
general incorrectness o f the p a rty  
line. From  soup kitchens fo r  the 
unemployed i t  ended w ith  the mere 
g ranting  and in  most cases ju s t 
asking fo r  a food ticke t (am ount­
ing  to 18c per person per day). 
There was no prolongation o f the 
figh t fo r  h igher re lie f ;  no con tinu­
ous strugg le fo r  the revo lu tiona ry  
demand o f social insurance. Rarely 
i f  ever was i t  explained to the 
unemployed th a t to  do away w ith  
the curse o f unemployment— the 
cap ita lis t state must be done away 
w ith . Can there then be any won­
der th a t the unemployed councils 
have collapsed lik e  a house of 
cards?

B u t the unemployed councils can 
be revived. A  wave o f regenera­

Judge Beckenbaugh, so-called “ f r i ­
end o f labo r” , was given the floor. 
A fte r  dealing in  a lo t o f petty-poli- 
tic ian , vote-searching fla tte ry  of 

! the A. A. and its  "g reat leaders”  
sluc:h us Gompers and Tighe, th is  
good judge advised the workers to  
"organize and collaborate fa irly  
w ith  your employers” .

M ike Tighe, president of the A. A. 
was the main speaker of the a fte r­
noon. W hat he said there reveal­
ed completely (to  those who are 
able to understand the A. B. C. 
o f po litics ) the princip les and pol­
icies o f the A. A  | and its  parent 
organization the A. F. o f L . He 
said in  words alm ost as p la in  as 
ihtv.e ih a t lie believed in  the “ un­
ity  of cap ita l and labor” , th a t the  
workers who are associates in  busi- 
aesx w ith  th e ir employers should 
not t r y  to deprive th e ir  busies of 
tlveir p ro fit bu t on ly ask th a t the 
p ro fit be shared between cap ita l 
and labor.

He spoke frequently  of the neces­
s ity  of cooperation between employ­
ers and workers, and said th a t the 
workers should a lways deal fa ir ly  
w ith  th e ir employers, th a t they 
should “ organize”  and then “ dis­
cuss”  th e ir problems w ith  the boss­
es, bu t th a t they should no t “ be 
led in to  strange pastures” — meaning 
strikes and other m ilita n t action. 
He echoed W illia m  Green in  saying 
th a t the Amalgamated Association 
would “ help Roosevelt to put over 
the Recovery Program .”  U n fo rtun

phery meeting together and pre- 
Leudiug th a t they rexiresented the 
workers united. A t  least a t such 
con i' cnee the P a rty  can transact 
i ls  own business, subejet on ly to 
a l i t t le  in te rru p tio n  from  the T ro t- 
skyites who are naive enough to 
believe th a t un ited fro n ts  are made 
fo r  the purpose o f un itin g  a ll rea l 
w ork ing class organizations in  com­
mon action.

A t  any rate, the Socia list m a jo r­
ity  passed a reso lu tion p u ttin g  the 
conference on record as demanding 
tha t Governor Lehman order the 
ind ic tm ent against Terzan i dropped1 
and ihe  K h a k i S h irt, who com m it­
ted tlie  murded, ind icted. Th is was 
tlie  sum to ta l of the a c tiv ity  o f the 
conference, the Socia list's answer 
to Norm an Thomas’s statem ent th a t 
mass pressure alone w i l l  save T e r­
zani.

As fo r  the S ta lin is t m in o rity , 
they brought in  a reso lu tion w h ich 
was a m in ia tu re  S ta lin is t program , 
w h ich stated the N. R. A. receives 
its .  m ain support from  the Fascist 
bands, the need fo r  un ited s trug ­
gle of negro and white , Scottsboro, 
Tom Mooney, and Sacco and Van- 
zetti.

O nly a S ta lin is t could support 
th is  document, us a whole. Even 
the L e ft Opposition could not sign 
its  name to it ,  because o f its  monu­
m ental confusion on the re la tio n  be­
tween Fascism and the NRA. T h is

ately, however, the m a jo ritv  o f the m i, lo r it>' resolution, d id  however
- v  o i l l i t n  i n  « \ i( / \ r w v £ * o  1 l*i r . £  4 - h n i

workers do not yet understand the 
real significance o f T ighe’« state­
ments, they do not yet understand 
th a t he is only w illin g  to “ lead”  
them as long as they do not th re a t­
en the interests o f cap ita l, th a t 
whenever they are forced to take 
re a lly  m ilita n t and determ ined ac­
tion  against the bosses and the 
government in  order to defend th e ir 
r ig h t to live  th a t Green and Tighe 
and a ll th e ir  sort w i l l  be found 
on the side of the cap ita lis ts  figh t­
ing' tooth and n a il to keep the 
workers down.

These workers, as a whole, s t i l l  
have fa ith  and confidence in  Tighe, 
the A. A., (he A. F. o f L., and they 
w i l l  fo llo w  Green and h im  until 
hard experience has convinced them 
that they must take more radical 
steps in order to better their condi­
tions and solve tlie ir problems. 
They n a tu ra lly  and in ev ita b ly  look 
fo r the easiest, the most conserva­
tive way out o f th e ir predicament, 
and they never take a step to the 
Le ft, towards a more rad ica l pro­
gram, u n t il they are convinced tha t 
th is  step is necessary and th a t any­
th in g  less than th is  is fu tile . Many 
battles w i l l  have to transp ire , the 
A. F. of L. leaders w i l l  have to 
be pu t to the test many times, be­
fore the workers f in a lly  lose confid­
ence i  nthese labor fakers.

Two possib ilities then e x is t: (1) 
in  the absence of workers who 
have proved th e ir w o rth  and who 
have a m ilita n t program  to offer 
them, they w il l  t ry  one labor fake r 
a fte r another u n t il they q u it f ig h t­
ing  in  despair, helplessly enslaved 
to cap ita lism ; (2) in  the presence 
of co-workers who”  have been tr ied  
and. tested in  many skirm ishes and 
tr ia ls  and who have a practical, 
figh ting  program  to offer, they w i l l  
become dissatisfied w ith  th e ir  old 
leadership, revolt, and placing rev­
o lutionaries a t the helm forge ahead 
to ^victory. Consequently, i t  Is our 
du ty  to help strengthen the unions 
th a t the workers accept, to figh t 
side by side w ith  them, in  order 
th a t la te r we can help them to  free 
themselves m enta lly  and physica lly 
from  the A. F. o f L . m isleaders and 
use th e ir  organ izationa l s trength to 
defend th e ir interests against the 
bosses.

We m ust not make the m istake 
th a t (he Steel and M etal |Workers- 
In d u s tr ia l Union made a t th is  mass 
meeting. A lthough m any of the 
facts and critic ism s o f the A. A. 
i t  offers against th is  union are 
true  and correct, its  po licy o f com­
peting w ith  i t  is  in co rrec t a t th is  
tim e under the present conditions. 
The fac t th a t a few  o f the workers 
are ready to jo in  a union w ith  a 
more radfca l organ izationa l and 
economic program  does not prove 
th a t the m a jo r ity  o f them are pre­
pared to do so. And u n t il the m a j­
o r ity  o f the unorganized workers 
are ready to take these steps i t  is

contain proposals o f action, th a t 
are generally correct. These S ta l­
in is t proposals fo r  enlargening the 
General Defense Committee, (o f 
course to include the C. P .) fo rm a­
tion  of loca l Defense Committees 
local and c ity -w ide  demonstrations, 
were re ferred to the present Gen­
era l Defense Committee, where 
doubtless they w i l l  die a linge ring  
death. We th in k  th a t i t  is h igh 
tim e  th a t these maneuvers and 
bickering when the fa te  o f Class 
w ar prisoners are a t stake be made 
an end of. I t  is the du ty  o f every 
class conscious w o rke r to b ring  
pressure to bear th a t the Terzani 
defense be taken seriously on the 
basis o f a un ited struggle by a ll 
organizations w illin g  to f ig h t in  his 
defense. — P. M.

S U B  N O T E
Not since comrade Caplan of 

Kansas C ity  made sub h is to ry  in  
the last d rive  has there been any- 
th in k  lik e  the w ork  comrade Newby 
o f Youngstown has been doing of 
late. W ith in  the last tw o weeks he 
has sent in  sixteen subs. That, of 
course, is an evidence of the in ­
creasing in te rest o f the workers in  
the ideas of the L e ft  Opposition. 
B u t i t  is also and em phatically the 
resu lt of comrade Newby’s efforts 
to spread our paper.

T ha t is the b rig h t spot in  other­
wise unexc iting  rou tine  o f renewals 
o f exp iring  subs and the steady 
tr ic k le  o f new subs. A  record like  
th is  is very encouraging.

There’s a new sub d rive  coming. 
The details w i l l  appear in  next: 
week’s issue. T h is  is  a sort o f 
w arn ing so th a t a ll ou r sub getters 
can shake the dust o f th e ir  sub 
ge tting  ab ilitie s  and warm  them  up 
fo r  tfye contest. A l l  the signs point 
to a good campaign w ith  more com­
rades p a rtic ip a tin g  in  i t  than in 
our previous drives.

necessary fo r  the rad ica l unionists 
to  stay inside the conservative trade 
unions and there prepare the ground 
fo r  someday competing for the 
leadership o f the union or else a 
mass reorganization of i t .  The pol­
icy o f the S. M. W. I .  t l .  as pu t fo rth  
in  its  leafle t d is tribu ted  a t th is  
meeting m ust be condemned fo r  i t  
plays in to  the hands of the con­
servative trade  union leaders (by 
a llow ing them  to' have uncontested 
con tro l inside the unions) and 
thereby in d ire c tly  in to  the hands of 
the bosses who lik e  to see the ra d i­
cal wprkers isolated from  the con­
servative ones.

—M. KOEH LE R.



W hither the I.L.P. of Great Britain
The la test po litica l decisions o f 

the N a tiona l Council of the B r it is h  
In4ependent Labor pa rty  show 
c lea rly  th a t a fte r its  break w ith  the 
re fo rm is ts  th is  p a rty  continues to 
move le ftw a rd . S im ila r processes 
are to be observed in  other coun­
tr ie s : a L e ft w ing  form s w ith in  the 
social democratic parties w h ich  
sp lits  o f f  a t the fo llow ing  stage 
from  the p a rty  and tries  w ith  its  
own forces to  pave fo r  its e lf a 
revo lu tiona ry  path. These process­
es reflect on one side the deep crisis 
of cap ita lism  and o f reform ism  
which is inseparably bound up 
the rew ith , and on the other— the in ­
a b ility  o f the Com intern to group 
around its e lf  revo lu tiona ry  cu r­
rents w ith in  the pro le ta ria t.

In  .England, however, the s itua ­
tion  is fu r th e r complicated by an 
unheard o f com bination. Whereas, 
in  other countries, the Com intern 
continues to  tre a t the L e ft socialist 
organizations as “ L e ft social Fasc­
is ts ”  and as “ the most dangerous 
counter-revo lu tion ists” , a perman­
ent co llabora tion has been estab­
lished between the I.  L . P. and the 
Communist p a rty  of Great B r ita in . 
H ow  the leaders of the Com intern 
combine th is  collaboration w ith  the 
theory o f “ social Fascism”  remains 
a m ystery. In  the J u ly  issue o f the 
theore tica l organ of the  Com intern, 
Fenner B rockway, the new ly ap­
pointed secretary of the I. L. P. is  
called a “ counter-revo lu tion is t”  as 
heretofore. W hy the B r it is h  Com­
m un ist p a rty  made a un ited  fro n t 
th is  t^me not fro m  below bu t from  
above, moreover, w ith  leaders who 
prove to be "coun te r-revo lu tion is ts” , 
and a un ited fro n t made not fo r 
one single p ractica l action bu t fo r  
co llabora tion in  general,— no m or­
ta l can solve these contradictions. 
B u t i f  the p rinc ip les be le ft  aside, 
the m a tte r can be explained very 
s im p ly : under the exceptionally 
favorable conditions of Great B r i­
ta in  the Com intern managed com­
plete ly to isolate and weaken its  
B r it is h  section by the ru indus pol­
icy o f the Anglo-Russian com m it­
tee, the “ th ird  period” , “ social- 
Fascism ”  and the re s t; on the other 
hand, the deep social c ris is  o f B r i­
t ish  cap ita lism  pushed the I .  L . P. 
sha rp ly  towards the L e f t ; not heed­
ing  consistency o r log ic the to ta lly  
discouraged Com intern th is  tim e 
grabbed the alliance proposed to  i t  
w ith  both hands.

We could have and should have 
welcomed and he a rtily  supported 
the co llabora tion of the I .  L . P. 
w ith  the Communist p a rty  had i t  
not been based on evasiveness, sup­
pressions and am biguities on both 
sides.

O f the Communist pa rty  the Na­
tion a l Council says th a t i t  is  “ rev­
o lu tio n a ry  in  outlook as ourselves’. 
T ha t is a ll th a t we learn w ith  re­
gard to  the appra isal o f the Com­
m unist pa rty  and o f its  policy. E v­
ery serious and th in k in g  w orker 
w i l l  in ev ita b ly  ask: w hy are tw o  
parties necessary i f  they have both 
an equally revo lu tiona ry  outlook. 
The w orker w i l l  be more astonished 
upon learn ing  th a t the leaders of 
one of the equally revo lu tionary 
parties consider the leaders o f the 
o ther p a rty  as “ counter-revo lu tion­
is ts ”  and “ L e ft  social-Fascists” . 
Possibly the N a tiona l Council re­
fra in s  from  a c r it ic a l estim ation of 
its  a lly  so as no t to  underm ine the 
alliance itse lf?  B u t an a lliance of 
revo lu tiona ry  organizations wh ich is 
based not an open m u tua l c ritic ism  
bu t on diplom acy w i l l  be th row n 
over by the f irs t  gust o f the p o lit i­
ca l storm , lik e  a house o f cards.

The theses o f the N a tiona l Coun­
c il exp la in  the bloc w ith  the Com­
m un ist pa rty , firs t, as a step to ­
wards the un ited  fron t, secondly as 
a stage in  the creation o f a mass 
revo lu tiona ry  pa rty . Each o f these 
two arguments has its  w e ig h t; bu t 
mechanically placed side by side 
they con trad ic t each other. The 
theses repeat th a t the un ited  fro n t 
should embrace any and a l l organi­
zations of the p ro le ta ria t inso fa r as 
they w ish to pa rtic ipa te  in  the 
s tru g g le : the Labor P a rty , the 
trade-unions, even the Co-operatives. 
B u t we know  well, and no t from  
lite ra tu re  bu t from  the trag ic  ex­
perience of the German catastrophe, 
th a t the Com intern rejects the u n i­
ted fro n t w ith  re fo rm is t ( “ social- 
Fascist” ) organizations. H,ow does 
the I.  L . P. in tend  to bu ild  at un ited 
fro n t w ith  re fo rm is t organizations 
in  a lliance w ith  the Communist 
p a r ty : on ly from  below and under 
the leadership o f the Communist 
bureaucracy guaranteed in  advance? 
To th i?  question there is no-answer.

M ention ing in  passing th a t the 
bloc w ith  the Communist p a rty  has 
pushed certa in  sections o f the “ of­
fic ia l movement”  to the B ig h t, the 
N a tiona l Council expresses the hope 
th a t these prejudices can be con­
quered by an active p a rtic ip a tion  
in  da ily  struggles. The fa c t th a t 
the reactionary prejudices o f the 
leaders of the Labor p a rty  and of 
the General Council o f trade-unions 
do not fr igh te n  the leaders o f the 
I .  L . P. on ly  does the I .  L. P. cred it. 
U n fo rtuna te ly , however, i t  is not 
on ly  a question o f prejudices. When 
the Communist bureaucracy dq? 
da res th a t reform ism  and Fascism 
are tw ins, i t  not on ly critic izes the 
re fo rm is t leaders incorrectly , but i t  
provokes the r ig h t fu l ind igna tion  of 
the re fo rm is t workes. The theses, 
i t  is  true, say th a t the c r it ic is m  of 
re form ism  should' correspond to ac­
tu a l fac ts  and push the re form ­
is t workers fo rw ards and not b a ck ; 
b u t the Com m unist p a rty  is no t men­
tioned in  th is  connection by one 
word. W hat can be made o f the 
theory o f “ social Fascism?”  And 
how can the po licy o f the united 
fro n t be b u ilt  on th is  theory? To 
pass such questions in  silence In  
the reso lution does no t mean to re­
move them  from  life . A n open dis­
cussion could possibly force the 
Communist p a rty  to adopt a correct 
position, d ip lom atic  evasiveness can 
on ly  p ile  up contrad ictions and pre­
pare a new catastrophe fo r  the  nex t

Its Present Position and 
Perspectives by 

L.Trotsky
mass movement.

,W ithou t defin ing in  p rinc ip le  
th e ir  a tt itu d e  to  offic ia l Communism 
(S ta lin is m ) the theses o f the Na­
tion a l Council stop m idw ay in  th e ir  
re la tion  to reform ism . The reform ­
ists m ust be c ritic ized  as conser­
va tive  democrats and not as Fasc­
ists, bu t the struggle w ith  them 
must be no less irreconcilab le  be­
cause o f it ,  since B r it is h  reform ism  
is the m ain hindrance now to  the 
libe ra tion  not on ly  o f the B r it is h  
but also of the European p ro le ta r­
ia t. The po licy o f a un ited fro n t 
w ith  re form ists  is  ob liga to ry  bu t 
i t  is  o f necessity lim ite d  to  p a rtia l 
tasks, especially to defensive s trug ­
gles. There can be no though t o f 
m aking the socia list revo lu tion  in  
a un ited fro n t w ith  re fo rm is t o r­
ganizations. The p rin c ip a l task 
of a revo lu tiona ry  p a rty  consists in  
freeing the w o rk ing  class from  the 
influence o f re form ism . The e rro r 
of the Com intern bureaucracy con­
sists qo t in  the fac t th a t they see 
the most im portan t condition fo r  
the v ic to ry  o f the p ro le ta r ia t in  the 
leadership o f a revo lu tiona ry  pa rty  

th a t is  en tire ly  correct— bu t in  
th a t th a t being incapable o f ga in­
ing  the confidence o f the w ork ing  
masses in  da ily  s trugg le s ta rting  
as a m in o rity  in  modest roles, i t  
demands th is  confidence in  advance, 
pivsonts u ltim atum s to the w ork ing  
class and disrupts attem pts a t a 
united fro n t lecause o ther o rgan i­
zations are not w illin g  to  vo lun ta r­
i ly  hand i t  over the m arshal’s 
baton. T h is  is not M arx ian  po licy 
but bureaucratic sabotage. A  sec­

ure and firm  v ic to ry  o f the prole­
ta ria n  revo lu tion— we repeat i t  
again— is possible on ly under the 
condition th a t a revo lu tiona ry , th a t 
is a t ru ly  Communist pa rty , suc­
ceeds in  ga in ing the firm  confidence 
o f the m a jo rity  o f the  w o rk ing  class 
before the overthrow . T h is  cen­
t ra l question is  no t touched in  the 
theses. W hy? O u t o f “ tac t”  w ith  
regard to the a lly?  N o t on ly  tha t. 
There are deeper causes. Insu ffi­
c ien t c la r ity  o f the theses w ith  re­
gard to the un ited  fro n t flows from  
the incomplete rea liza tion  o f the 
methods of the p ro le ta rian  revo lu­
tion . The thesis speak o f the neces­
s ity  “ to  w rest the con tro l o f the 
economic system and the State from  
the cap ita lis ts  class and to  trans fe r 
i t  to  the w o rk ing  class” . B u t how 
solve th is  g igan tic  problem? To 
th is  p ivo ta l question o f our epoch 
the theses rep ly  w ith  a naked 
phrase: “ th is  can on ly  be achieved 
through un ited  action o f the w o rk ­
ing  class” . The strugg le fo r  power 
and the d ic ta to rsh ip  o f the prole­
ta r ia t  rem ain abstraction w h ich  can 
be easily disolved in  the amorphous
perspectives o f the un ited  f r o n t -----

In  the rea lm  o f ready-made rev­
o lu tio na ry  form ulae the bureau­
cracy o f the B r it is h  Communist 
pa rty  is im m easurably be tte r equip­
ped. P recisely in  th is  lies now its  
advantage over the leadership o f 
the I.  L . P. And i t  m ust be said 
open ly : th is  superficial, purely 
fo rm a l advantage m ay under the 
present circumstances lead to the 
liq u id a tio n  of the I.  L . P. w ith o u t 
any ga in accru ing to the Commun­
is t p a rty  and to the revo lu tion. The 
objective conditions have more than 
once pushed tens and even hundreds 
of thousands o f workers towards 
the B r it is h  section Of the Comin­
tern, bu t the leadership o f the Com­

Stalin Prepares Treacherous Blow
Soviet delegates, unable to  mus­

te r any reasons fo r the ju s tifica tio n  
o f violence against comrades Rak- 
ovsky, V ic to r Serge and many 
others, declared a t the conference 
of teachers w h ich  took place in  
Reims th a t a t r ia l  w i l l  soon be 
held in  the U. S. S. R. w h ich  w i l l  
show th a t T ro tsky is ts  have p a rtic i­
pated in  sabotage and counter-rev­
o lu tiona ry  a c tiv itie s ! T h is  is the 
reserve argum ent w ith  w h ich S ta l­
in ’s office supplied the delegate fo r  
his journey. R e fe rring  to a Mos­
cow rad io announcement, bourgeois 
newspapers afte rw ards carried  the 
in fo rm ation  th a t a few  dozen “ T ro t­
skyists”  were ac tua lly  arrested in  
the U kra ine and charged w ith  sab­
otage and state treason : they were

Cuban Situation
(Continued from  Page 1)

tra tio n  commissions o f students and 
soldiers to settle the disputes be­
tween, the sugar workers and the 
p lan ta tion  owners has yie lded to 
the demand o f the im peria lis ts , and 
has sent troops against the w o rk ­
ers. f t  has also resolved upon the 
disso lu tion o f a ll p o lit ic a l parties 
which means, not the bourgeois op­
position parties whose supporters 
have organized armed revolts but 
the illega liza tion  o f the Communist 
party.

The fina l cap itu la tion  o f the San 
M a rtin  government to the combined 
pressure of Am erican im peria lism  
and the Cuban bourgeois is in d ica t­
ed by the reports of the discussion 
among the government, Welles, and 
the factions o f the bourgeois opposi­
tion , and the ABC w hich are pre­
pa ring  a bourgeois coa lition  to  sup­
p lan t the present set-up.

B u t no bourgeois coa litio n  Cannot 
cope w ith  the s itua tion  on the basis 
of bourgeois pa rliam en ta ry  dem­
ocracy. The bourgeoisie can rees­
tab lish  th e ir  ru le  on ly  by the arm ­
ed suppression o f the workers. I f  
th e ir own forces are insuffic ient fo r 
th is  purpose—i f  the arm y goes over 
to the workers— the bourgeoisie can 
and w i l l  c a ll upon the armed m igh t 
o f U. S. im peria lism .

For the Cuban workers there is 
on ly one road to  trave l. They have 
seized plantations, and have set up 
workers’ committees to  con tro l and 
manage production. They are 
threaten ing to take over mines and1 
f r u i t  p lan ta tions. They m ust now 
begin to establish th e ir  Soviets as 
organs o f struggle.

F o r th is  is necessary a . Commun­
is t  pa rty  in  Cuba correc tly  o rien t­
ed in  the questions o f revo lu tion­
ary  strategy and the IM M E D IA T E  
and active assistance of the L a tin  
Am erican and, in  the f irs t  instance, 
the Am erican p ro le ta ria t. If, the 
Cuban workers are no t to be blood- 
ly  suppressed and driven back in to  
the yoke of slavery as fr ig h tfu l as 
tha t o f the Chinese coolie the Am ­
erican workers m ust organize a 

m ovem ent against armed in te rven­
tion  in  Cuba.

The so lida rity  o f the Am erican 
p ro le ta ria t w ith  the Cuban workers 
is no t an abstract nor a septim ental 
question. The w orker in  the Buffa lo  
steel m ills  and the Cuban iro n  m in ­
er a t D a iq u ir i w o rk  fo r  the same 
boss, the Bethlehem Steel Corpora­
tion . The explo iters and oppress­
ors o f the Cuban w orkers are the 
oppressors and1 explo iters o f the 
Am erican workers. They m ust un­
ite  th e ir  forces to  overth row  th e ir  
common enemy.

The Cuban p ro le ta ria t w h ich  has 
entered, upon the revo lu tiona ry  road 
before the Am erican p ro le ta ria t 
cannot w a it. The Cuban workers 
need help now. The Am erican w o rk­
ers m ust be aroused to  come to 
th e ir aid. T h a t is the  im m ediate 
du ty  o f the Com m unist movement.

—T . STAMM.

a ll b rought to  special t r ia l.
A  Patent Fraud

I t  is clear beforehand to every 
th in k in g  person th a t the Bolshevik- 
Leninists, called “ T ro tsky is ts” , can 
have even less re la tion  to  the  eco­
nomic sabotage o f the w orkers ’ 
state than the German Communists 
to the Reichstag fire . The L e ft Op­
position has always fa ith fu lly  sup­
ported the in du s tria liza tion  of the 
country no t on ly theo re tica lly  bu t 
in  p ra c tica l w ork. I t  has consider­
ed and considers the economic suc­
cesses o f the Soviet state as its  
successes. I t  has fought and fights 
on ly against the fa lse economic 
leadership o f the uncontro lled bu­
reaucracy.

I f  rea l sabotageurs are arrested 
on the U kra ine, they cannot have 
and have no re la tio n  to  the L e ft 
O pposition; i f  adherents of the L e ft 
Opposition are arrested in  the 
U kra ine they cannot have and' have 
no re la tion  to  sabotage. The in d ic t­
ment of “ T ro tsky is ts ”  in  counter­
revo lu tiona ry  ac tiv ities  Can on ly  be 
based on an “ amalgam”  th a t is a 
c rim ina l com bination o f persons who 
have no re la tion  to each other. 
Another Wrangel Officer Frame-lJp

A s 'fa r  back as 1927 an agent of 
the G. P. U.., fo rm e rly  an officer o f 
W rap gel, offered his “ technical as­
sistance”  to  a member o f the Com­
m unist Youth, sym pathetic to the 
L e ft Opposition,— and on the basis 
o f th is  provocation the  Bolshevik 
Lenin ists were accused o f connec­
tion s----- not w ith  the G. P. U. but
w ith  a W rangel officer. Now i t  is 
a question o f a crim e o f fa r  greater 
magnitude. S ta lin  is in  urgent need 
of shootings o f supposed T ro tsky  
ists fo r  real crimes, o r o f rea l T ro t­
skyists fo r  supposed crimes to ju s ­
t i f y  the repressions against ir re ­
proachable revo lu tion is ts  whom he 
has kept now almost s ix  years in  
ja ils  and exile.

Even fro m  the in frequent offic ia l 
communications on the progress of 
the pa rty  cleansing, one can see 
th a t the L e ft O pposition can not 
be erad ica ted; in  d iffe ren t lo ca lit­
ies o f the country, in  fu l l  v iew  of 
responsible p a rty  officials, the “ T ro t­
skyists”  group together and act. 
The scant revelations o f the Pravda 
show th a t the L e ft  Opposition is 
surrounded by an atmosphere of 
sym pthy, otherw ise the local Com 
munists and the local con tro l com­
missions w ould have no need to 
drive  and threaten the expulsion of 
“ T ro tsky is ts ” . No less c lear and 
evident are the successes o f the 
L e ft Opposition on the in te rna tion ­
a l arena. The S ta lin is ts  know no 
less than we o f the im portan t gains 
o f the Bolshevik-Lenin ists among 
the in te rna tiona l p ro le ta rian  van­
guard. The bureaucracy is in  great 
panic. I t  is  necessary to  do some­
th in g  and r ig h t aw ay! B u t what? 
To enter in to  discussions would be 
a hopeless task from  w hich on ly the 
Bolshevik-Lenin ists stand to gain. 
No, d rastic  measures are needed! 
S ta lin  is  no t stopped even by the 
fact th a t by his new amalgam he 
hinders g rea tly  the w o rld  p ro le ta r­
ia t  in  its  strugg le against the am­
algam o f H itle r .  In  both cases 
pro le ta rian  revo lu tion is ts  are in ­
volved.

Warns of Crime
I t  is  the task o f the L e ft Opposi­

tio n  to  w a rn  the advanced' workers 
o f th&  whole w o rld  o f the crim e 
which is being prepared. The poi­
soned weapon should be turned 
against the poisoners. A t  the same 
tim e w.e m ust v ig ila n tly  watch th a t 
the r ig h tfu l ind igna tion  o f the 
w o rld  p ro le ta r ia t a t the Bonapart- 
is t methods should not tu rn  its  sym­
pathies completely away from  the 
Soviet state. The p ro le ta rian  van­
guard should take upon its e lf  the 
defense of the heritage o f the Oct­
ober revo lu tion— against the S ta lin ­
is t  bureaucracy.

—ONKEN.

in te rn  was capable on ly o f d is illu ­
s ioning them  and of th row in g  them 
back. I f  the I .  L . P. as a whole 
should enter today the ranks o f the 
Communist pa rty , w ith in  the next 
couple o f months one th ird  o f the 
new members would re tu rn  to  the 
Labor P arty , an other th ird  would 
be expelled fo r  “ conc ilia to ry  a t t i­
tude towards T ro tsky ism ”  and fo r  
s im ila r crimes, fin a lly , the rem ain­
ing  th ird , d isillusioned in  a l l its  
expectations would fa l l  in to  indif- 
ferentism . As a resu lt o f th is  ex­
perim ent the Communist pa rty  
would find its e lf  weaker and more 
isolated than now.

The I .  L. P. can save the workers 
movement o f E n g ir d  from  th is  new 
danger on ly  by free ing its e lf from  
a ll u n c la rity  and haziness w ith  re ­
gard to the ways and methods of 
the socia lis t revo lu tion and by be 
coming a tru ly  revo lu tiona ry  pa rty  
o f the proe ta ria t. There is  no nec­
essity of inven ting  anyth ing new in  
th is  f ie ld : a l l has been said and 
said w e ll by the firs t fo u r congress­
es o f the Com intern. Instead o f 
feeding on bureaucratic substitutes 
of the epigones i t  is be tte r to set 
a l l  the members of the I .  L . P. to 
the study o f the resolutions o f the 
firs t fou r congresses o f the Comin­
tern. B u t th is  alone does not suf­
fice. I t  is  necessary to  open a d is ­
cussion in  the pa rty  on the lessons 
o f the last decade which was m ark­
ed by the struggle between the S ta l­
in is t  bureaucracy and the L e ft Op- 
positfos. The Content o f th is  s trug­
gle was made up o f the most im ­
po rtan t stage o f the world' revo lu­
tion a ry  m ovem ent; economic and 
po litica l tasks o f the U. S. S. R . ; 
problems o f the Chinese revo lu tion ; 
the po licy of the Anglo-Russian 
com m ittee; methods o f the un ited 
f r o n t ; problems o f pa rty  dem ocracy; 
the causes o f the German catastro­
phe. T h is  enormous cycle o f prob­
lems cannot be passed by. These 
are not Russian bu t in te rna tiona l 
problems.*

In  ou r epoch a revo lu tionary 
p a rty  cannot bu t be international. 
W hat is the position o f the I .  L . P. 
on this? H av ing  entered in to  an 
alliance w ith  the Communist pa rty  
the I .  L. P. has not determ ined its  
in te rna tiona l position. I t  broke 
w ith  the Second In te rn a tion a l and 
made an a lliance w ith  the Third ', 
but i t  also enters in to  a labor a l l i ­
ance w ith  L e ft soc ia lis t parties. 
T h is  alliance, in  its  tu rn , is  not 
homogeneous. There are elements 
in  i t  which g ra v ita te  towards Bol­
shevism, bu t there are also elements 
wh ich p u ll towards the Norwegian 
W orkers P arty , th a t is, in  re a lity  
towards the social-democracy. W hat 
position does the I. L. P. take on 
a ll these questions? Is  i t  w illin g  
to  share the fa te  o f the already 
h is to rica lly  doomed Comintern, does 
i t  w ant to t ry  to remain in  an in ­
term ediary position (w h ich  means 
to re tq rn  by- round about ways to 
re fo rm ism ), or is i t  ready to p a r t i­
cipate in  the bu ild in g  of a new in ­
te rna tiona l on the foundations la id  
by M arx and Lenin?

To the serious reader i t  is clear 
th a t bur c ritic ism  is least of a ll 
inspired by an im osity towards the 
I .  L. P. On the contrary, we see 
too c learly  th a t i f  th is  p a rty  -should 
ing lo rious ly  disappear from  the 
scene socialism  would suffer a new 
blow. And th is  danger exists and 
i t  is not fa r  removed. In  our epoch 
i t  is impossible to rem ain long in  
in te rm ed ia ry  positions. O n ly po li­
tica l c la r ity  can save the I .  L. P. 
fo r  the pro le ta rian  revo lution. The 
aim  of these lines is to help rev­
o lu tio na ry  c la r ity  to  pave its  way. 
August 28, 1933.

L. TROTSKY.

* See the declaration o f the L e ft 
Opposition (Bolshevik-Len in is ts) at 
the  P aris  conference.

Demand Freedom 
(or Chen Du Siu
The li fe  long figh te r in  the cause 

of the oppressed masses o f China, 
Chen Du Siu, s t i l l  lies in  the dun­
geons of Chiang Kai-Shek. The In ­
te rna tiona l Labor Defense heeds the 
S ta lin is t slander o f Chen being a 
“ counter revo lu tion is t”  and re­
nounces its  du ty  to defend him . 
Y et they fa i l  en tire ly  to  expla in 
w hy Chen is imprisoned1 by the 
hangmen o f the Chinese revolution, 
by the agents o f w o rld  im peria lism .

Caen’s long m agnificent record in  
the Chinese movement is w e ll known 
to these people. They are pe rfectly  
aware of his leading pa rt in  found­
ing  the p a rty  and his years o f de­
voted service to it .  Tw ice before 
have the im peria lis ts  and the C hi­
nese bourgeoisie paid Chen the t r i ­
bute o f a rresting  h im  and on each 
occasion the workers brought about 
his libe ra tion . And th is  tim e he is 
sentenced to  th irte e n  years im p ris ­
onment. Arrested' las t October, a f­
te r having been sought fo r by the 
police fo r  many months, he made a 
m agnificent stand a t the t r ia l  and 
now lies in  the death dungeon of 
Chiang Kai-Shek. F ifty -five  years 
o f age, a sentence o f th is  k ind , un­
der the conditions ex is ting  in  C hi­
nese ja ils , means the slow death o f 
our comrade.

Is  th is  great old figh te r to  be 
le ft  to his fate? Is  the I .  L . D . to 
be perm itted to  sacrifice the li fe  o f 
a revo lu tion is t because o f preserva­
tion  o f bureaucratic prestige of 
S talin ism ? Was not the In te rn a ­
tio n a l Labor Defense organized' fo r  
the defense o f a ll class w a r prison­
ers? Is  i t  not necessary fo r  the 
w ork ing  class to make common 
cause against the im p e ria lis t op­
pressor and its  hangmen? The I. 
L . D. fa ils  to  defend Chen D u Siu 
because he, a fte r  the disastrous ex­
periences in  China, adhered to  the 
L e ft Opposition. He has remained 
a revo lu tionary figh te r ever since 
and a figh te r be tte r equipped w ith  
the weapon o f M arxism . The 
workers everywhere m ust demand 
th a t efforts be made by the I .  L . D. 
fo r  the libe ra tion  o f Chen D u  Siu.

Alignment of Forces in M exico
The threaten ing clouds o f ap­

proaching c iv i l w a r once more 
discern ib le on the M exican p o lit i­
cal horizon. The revo lu tion, w h ich 
since 1910 has cost th a t coun try  
more than h a lf a m illio n  lives, 
w ith  a m in im um  o f benefit fo r  the 
to ilin g  masses, again shows signs 
o f surg ing fo rw a rd .

The "attempt of the  na tiona l bour­
geoisie and the new ly r ic h  o f the 
revo lution, grouped together under 
the leadership o f ex-prsident P lu t- 
arco E lias  Calles, to f irm ly  conso­
lida te  and perpetuate the one-party 
ru le  o f the N a tiona l R evolu tionary 
P a rty  (P . N. R .) a t last seems to 
have encountered an obstacle th a t 
may upset th e ir  plans fo r s trang l­
ing the revo lu tion  a t its  present 
bourgeois stage.

A  strong L e ft  w ing  led by Adal- 
berto Tejeda, ex-Governor o f Vera­
cruz and c a llin g  its e lf  the L e ft  So­
c ia lis t P a rty , representative o f the 
rad ica l pe tty  bourgeoisie and v a r i­
ous peasant groupings, has definite­
ly  s p lit o ff fro m  the dom inant party, 
and has elaborated Us p la tfo rm , 
w h ich  in  spite o f demagogy and 
confusion presents certa in  positive 
features. T h is  new p a rty  has 
openly proclaim ed its  in tentions to 
pa rtic ipa te  in  the elections in  op­
position  to the candidate o f the 
offic ia l and heretofore alm ost om n i­
potent P. N. R. A n  election in  
Mexico, especially under such c ir ­
cumstances as those created by the 
profound economic crisis, can mean 
noth ing bu t an arm ed strugg le fo r 
power between the  opposing groups. 
A l l  the p o lit ic a l forces o f the nation 
are now a lign ing  themselves fo r 
the „im pending clash.

The N a tiona l R evolu tionary P a rty  
(Calles-Portes G il- O rtiz  Rubio- 
Rodriguez) has moved constantly 
towards the R ig h t since 1928, and

A  New Revolt Is Growing 
O ut of Split in 

Ruling Party___
especially w ith in  the la s t two year 
period. W h ile  the demagogy o f the 
ru lin g  clique has suffered l i t t le  
change unless i t  be to  appear each 
tim e more rad ica l in  its  phrase­
ology, the government o f the rev­
o lu tionary  bourgeoisie of 1910, 
turned counter-revolutionary, has 
been unable to  sa tis fy  the needs 
and demands of the masses. I t  
has demonstrated its  unw illingness 
and in a b ility  to solve the democra 
t ic  tasks of the revo lu tion, and the 
stage is being set fo r the next act 

1924-29 Kuo M in Tang Policy 
of the C. P.

D u rin g  the period included rough­
ly  between the years 1924 and 1920, 
the revo lu tiona ry  workers’ move 
ment, and especially the Commun­
is t P arty , permeated w ith  a na­
tion a l and peasant ideology, pro 
duct o f the soil o f the country i t ­
se lf and strengthened by the op­
po rtun is t colon ia l po licy of the 
Com m unist In te rna tiona l, support 
ed w ith  a m ild ly  c r it ic a l a ttitud e  
the “ revo lu tiona ry ”  bourgeoisie 
personified in  Calles-Obregon. The 
several counter-revo lu tionary up­
ris ings o f the clergy and feudal 
landlords, were suppresesd by the 
government, thanks in  large pa rt 
to the co llabora tion of the peasant 
masses led by members and sym­
pathizers of the Communist P arty .

La te  in  1928 however, w ith  the 
stab iliza tion  o f the bourgeois coun­
te r-revo lu tion  and the adven tu ris t 
tu rn  in  the Communist In te rn a tio n ­
a l ( th ird  period) the relations be­
tween the pa rty  and the bourgeois 
po litic ians were rap id ly  altered.

The Left Socialist Conference
(Continued from  Page 1)

on ly in  the bloc of fou r w h ich  sign­
ed the D eclara tion  bu t also in  the 
Committee o f the m a jo r ity  (togeth­
er w ith  tw o representatives o f the 
I .  L . P. and' one representative of 
the Norwegian p a r ty ) .  We, the 
L e ft Opposition, cannot expect and 
do no t expect anyth ing  positive 
from  th is  Committee. We consider 
the pa rtic ipa tion  o f tw o o f ou r a l­
ites (S. A. P. and O. S. P .) in  the 
Committee (the  RSP, the p a rty  o f 
Sneevliet does no t enter in  the Com­
m ittee) as a g la rin g  contrad iction, 
we consider also the vo ting  o f the 
represetnatives o f the O. S. P. and 
the S. A . P. fo r  the reso lu tion of 
the m a jo rity  as a grave po litica l 
e rro r y h ic h  is  capable on ly o f sow­
ing illus ions and confusion. B u t i t  
would be en tire ly  w rong i f  we 
should on th is  basis renounce the 
honest a ttem pt a t collabora tion 
w ith  these tw o allies. T he ir p a r ti­
c ipa tion  in  a bloc w ith  us is the 
ito-morrow. T h e ir p a rtic ip a tio n  u 
the “ Committee”  is the yesterday.

R evolu tionary irre co n c ila b ility  
consists no t in  demanding th a t our 
“ leadership”  be recognized a  priori, 
not in  presenting our a llies a t every 
occasion w ith  u ltim atum s and 
threatening w ith  a break, w ith  the 
removal o f signatures, etc. We 
leave such methods, on one hand, 
to the S ta lin is t bureaucrats, on the 
other— to  some im patien t allies. We 
realize fu l l  w e ll th a t disagreements 
between us and ou r a llies w i l l  arise 
more than once. B u t we hope, more 
than that, we are convinced, th a t 
the march o f events w i l l  reveal in  
deeds the im poss ib ility  o f p a rtic i­
pa ting  sim ultaneously in  the p r in ­
cipled bloc o f fo u r and in  the un­
p rinc ip led  bloc o f the m a jo rity . 
W ith o p t resorting  to any unbecom­
ing  “ u ltim atum s”  we reta in , how­
ever, the fu l l  r ig h t  no t on ly  to  
appear under our own banner, bu t 
also to te ll our a llies openly our op­
in ion  w ith  regard to th a t w h ich  we 
consider th e ir  m istakes. We expect 
the same frankness from  our allies. 
O ur a lliance w i l l  on ly be streng th­
ened by th is.

The elaboration of a program ­
m atic  document stands now on the 
order of the day. The M anifesto 
o f the new In te rn a tio n a l should 
give a general p ic tu re  o f the mod­
ern cap ita lis t world' (as w e ll as of 
the Soviet U n ion ), o f its  economy, 
po litics and in te rna tiona l relations. 
A l l  the convulsions o f our epoch 
(wars, crisis, fasc is t barbarism ) 
should be explained as the resu lt 
o f the tardiness o f the pro le ta rian  
revo lution. The responsib ility  fo r 
th is  tardiness m ust be placed on 
the Second and T h ird  In te rn a tio n ­
als. A  special chapter o f the M ani­
festo should be devoted to  the pic­
tu re  o f the decline o f both In te rn a ­
tionals. Conclusion: the problems 
o f the p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion , as 
w e ll as the probems o f saving the 
U. S. S. R. demand the creation o f 
a new In te rn a tion a l. The conclud­
in g  chapters should ou tline  the pro­
gram  o f struggle o f the new In te r­
national.

The elaboration o f such a docu­
ment is the task o f the com ing two- 
three months. So responsible a 
task can be solved w e ll on ly in  a 
collective manner. A though i t  is  a 
question o f a document o f an in te r­
na tiona l character, the most impor-

I ta n t na tiona l problems m ust find re­
flection in  it .  The receipt of v a r i­
ous p o lit ic a l documents and in  gen­
era l o f w ritte n  o r prin ted  m ate ria l 
th a t m igh t help in  the elaboration 
of th is  o r th a t p a rt of the M an i­
festo is most desirable.

The sections o f the L e ft Opposi­
tion  w ill,  o f course, exe rt a ll the ir 
e fforts to give the D eclara tion of 
fou r the w idest possible pub lic ity  
and popularization. Tens o f thou­
sands, hundreds of thousands of 
revo lu tionary workers w i l l  breathe 
w ith  re lie f upon learn ing th a t there 
is a way ou t from  the revo lu tion ­
a ry  impasse. We m ust s trike  w h ile  
the iro n  is ho t!
September 1, 1983. —G. GOUROV.

German Letter
ON TH E  DISCUSSION W ITH  
COMRADES OF TH E  C. P.

(Correspondence from Berlin)
W hile  in  our discussions w ith  

S. P. and S. A. P. workers we are 
penetrating re la tive ly  easily w ith  
our arguments in  the questions o f 
the past and o f the tasks o f the 
fu ture , we are even today encoun­
te ring  stubborn resistance in  pa rt 
among the comrades o f the  C. P. G. 
The superfic ia l dogmatic education, 
so fa r  as any education a t a l l was 
received, the setting-up of ready­
made “ absolute tru th s ”  continue 
to exercise an ev il influence, s t i l l  
paralyze the c r it ic a l powers, and 
so i t  is understandable th a t the 
bureaucracy has succeeded, w ith  
the he lp of its  ille g a l apparatus, 
w h ich  is again ha lf-w ay function ­
ing, in  spreading new illusions 
among a p a rt o f its  members and 
in  tem porarily  strengthening its  
thoroughly shaken au tho rity . The 
inevitab le  new disappoinements, 
however, w i l l  hasten the process 
of d is in te g ra tio n ; fu r th e r large 
sections o f the w ork ing  class w il l  
fa l l  in to  passiv ity, w h ile  precisely 
the best p a rt w i l l  necessarily have 
to be driven to us.

The fo llow ing  conversation is 
ty p ic a l:

“ So you are of the opin ion tha t 
precisely now, a fte r the defeat, we 
m ust close ranks a l l the tigh te r 
around the  only revo lu tionary 
pa rty , in  order to u tilize  the pa in­
fu l ly  bu ilt-u p  organization. B u t 
how w i l l  you act when you receive 
ins tructions to d is tribu te  leaflets 
w ith  slogans th a t are mere phrases, 
to  pa in t ‘Give us back Thae lm ann!’ , 
to d is tribu te  the ‘Rote Faline’, whose 
stup id contents you recognize, and 
much more lik e  th is?”

“ N a tu ra ly  I  and my comrades 
refuse such senseless work, w h ich 
on ly puts us in  danger w ith ou t any 
purpose. We only ca rry  ou t w hat 
seems r ig h t to us.”

“ B u t in  th is  way you are break­
ing  discipline, and i f  you have not 
yet been expelled from  the party , 
you can s im p ly  thank the bad 
func tion ing  o f the apparatus. L ike  
many o f your comrades, you are 
o f the opin ion th a t our demand fo r 
the creation o f a new pa rty  in ­
volves you r im m ediate resignation 
from  the p a rty  nucleus. B u t we be­
lieve th a t d u rin g  th is  trans ition  
tim e you should carry  on revo lu­
tio n a ry  w o rk  in  your nucleus, by 
b ring ing  before the eyes o f your 
comrades, on the basis o f the c r it ic ­
ism  o f the past, the necessity of 
t ru ly  M a rx is t-L en iifis t policy, new 
from^ the ground up. You m u/t re­
cognize that the breach of discip­
line which is unconditionally nec­
essary with regard to the bureau­
cracy already represents in fact the 
first step, which in its consequences 
contains our demand for the crea­
tion of a new party, in  w h ich the 
maintenance o f the s tr ic tes t d is­
c ip line  in  action is no longer in  
contrad iction with your political 
convictions.”

I For several months the pa rty  w ork­
ed w ith  the perspective of an in ­
dependent armed insurrection to 
take, place sim ultaneously w ith  the 
revolt ( t Generals Manzo, A gu irre  
and Escobar. When th is  rebellion 
fina lly  m ateria lized however, in  
March o f 1929, the u ltra -L e ft is t 
slogans of the “ th ird  period”  were 
found not to have completely over­
come the prejudices of the m a jo r­
ity  o f the p a rty ’s opportun ist cen­
tra l committee. W hat actua lly  
happened is th a t the "p a rty 's ”  pea­
sants again cooperated efficaciously 
w ith  the ru lin g  bourgeois faction  in  
pu tting  down the reactionary m il i­
ta r is t uprising.

A ttem pts to  Crush the C. P.
Before the last echos of the c iv il 

war in  the no rth  had died out, the 
government drove the Communist 
pa rty  and a ll o f its  aux ilia ries  un­
derground. Several local Commun­
is t leaders, most prom inent among 
them, Jose Guadalupe Rodriguez, 
agrarian  leader of the state of 
Durango and member o f the Cen­
tra l Committee of the party, were 
executed on charges of p lo ttin g  re­
volt. O ther Communist, trade un­
ion and ag rarian  leaders were m ur­
dered, almost a ll of the fo re ign 
comrades were deported and dozens 
of the best m ilita n ts  of the revo lu­
tionary organizations were im p ris ­
oned.

A  definite period of reaction set 
in now tha t the ru lin g  bourgeoisie 
fe lt suffic iently strong to no long­
er require the cooperation of the 
C. I ’ , and its  supporters.

The N ationa l Revolutionary P arty  
was then formed in  order to better 
regulate and coordinate the in te r­
ests o f the r id in g  class and to in ­
augurate “ in s titu tio n a l”  rule. W ith ­
in  th is  party , Calles, w h ile  rem ain­
ing in  the background, was enabled 
nevertheless to dominate the pol­
icies, .and soon showed h im se lf 
very adept a t p lay ing the d iffe rent 
factions w ith in  his p a rty  against 
each other, thus assuring his own 
hegemony over the whole.

Through the enactment o f the 
Federal Labor Code, against which 
the C. P. struggled va lien tly , the 
labor organizations were placed in  
a decidedly subservient role in  re­
la tion  to the governmnt.

The “ In s titu t io n a l”  Regime 
and the Crisis

In  every other field, the national 
bourgeoisie o f the P. N. R. vaunt­
ing its  “ in s titu tio n a l”  program, has 
attempted to consolidate its  posi- 
ion in  an attem pt to in te rru p t the 

permanency of the M exican revolu­
tion, and perpetuate th e ir class 
rule.

Many enormous d ifficu lties o f an 
economic nature presented them ­
selves. The w orld  cris is  has not 
spared Mexico. The collapse o f 
the petroleum industry  and the fa ll 
of the price of s ilve r would cer­
ta in ly  have plunged the country 
in to  tu rm o il before now were i t  
not fo r the agrarian  base o f the 
country. Large sections o f the pro­
le ta ria t are scarcely a generation 
removed from  the peasantry, and by 
re tu rn ing  to the fa m ily  corn and 
bean patch have managed somehow 
to weather the crisis. I t  is esti­
mated tha t there are close to a m il­
lion unemployed in the republic. 
Mass deportations o f unemployed 
Mexicans from  the United States 
has not helped matters.
Recovery B allyhoo o f the P. N . R.

E laborate plans fo r  public works, 
highways and ir r ig a tio n  projects, 
and schemes fo r  colonization of the 
unemployed on farms, have been an­
nounced and in  some cases com­
menced. The M exican bourgeoisie 
has learned much from  the ba lly ­
hoo methods o f its  N o rth  Am erican 
counterpart. Dozens of plans, pro­
grams and campaigns have been 
launched, an enormous amount o f 
money appropriated, most of which 
prom ptly disappears in to  the void.

As in other countries, attem pts 
were made to solve the cris is  by 
a national program  o f economic 
self-sufficiency, an idea which is of 
course in ev ita b ly  doomed to fa i l­
ure because o f the oneness of w orld  
economy.

The reactionary character of the 
government’s program  is becoming 
apparent to the whole nation. Mass 
discontent and rad ica liza tion  grows 
apace, a lthough the Communist 
pa rty  has been unable excepting in  
isolated cases to break through its  
shell of ille g a lity , and take a de­
cisive pa rt jn  the grow ing strug­
gles of the masses. The sectarian 
policies o f the  pa rty  w ith  its  s p lit­
ting  tactics on the trade union 
field, and its  u ltim a tis tic  a ttitude  
towards a ll non-Communist w o rk­
ers, have hindered the p a rty ’s 
growth.

The general sym pathy towards 
the ideas of Communism is grow ing 
rap id ly . T h is  is  expressed In  a 
distorted fo rm  through the activ­
ities and program of Tejeda’s “ L e ft 
Socialist P a rty ” .

* # * *
In  the forthcom ing issues o f The 

M ilita n t, an attem pt w i l l  be made 
to analyze the Mexican agrarian 
problem and the character o f the 
“ L e ft Socia list P a rty ”  as w e ll as 
the role th a t the Communists must 
p lay in the next stage, i f  they are 
to assume th e ir proper place as 
the p ro le ta rian  vanguard.

— R O SALIO  NEG RETE.
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D E C LA R A TIO N  OF T H E  D E L E ­
G ATIO N  OF B O LSH EVTK-LEN - 
iM S 'W  A T  T H E  CONFERENCE 
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M LN iS 'T  O R G AN IZATIO N S.
T H E  C O LL A l’SE OF B O TH  
IN T E R N  A T iO N  ALS

Despite die evident d is in tegra tion  
o£ w orld  cap ita lism  as an economic 
and social system, tbe workers’ 
movement o i the  w orld  is now pass­
ing through a deeper cris is  than 
u tte r  the smashing of the Paris 
Commune, o r du ring  the im p e ria lis t 
war. Two w ork ing  ciass parties of 
the most in d u s tria l country of E u r­
ope, the social-democratic and the 
Communist parties which led behind 
them 13 m illio n  voters, capitulated 
w ith ou t a tigh t before the Fascist 
regime. Two in te rna tiona ls  were 
. ..ejected to a teat and proved baiiK- 
rup t.

The social-democracy the bank­
rup tcy of which became apparent in  
the im p eria lis t w ar of 1914-1918 
tr ie d  to reconstitute its  ranks on 
the m orrow  of the w orld  catastro­
phe thereby h indering the workers 
trom  going over to Communism and 
to the T h ird  in te rna tiona l. The 
defeat of the German sooial-dem- 
ocracy confirms tha t re form ism  
w h ich ' has brought the Second In ­
te rna tiona l to disaster can and 
could lead the workers only to new 
catastrophes. The social-democracy 
which held on to the end to the soil 
of ro tt in g  cap ita lism  was its e lf 
drawn in to  the process of decay. 
However the T h ird  In te rna tiona l 
whose task i t  was to organize the 
forces of the p ro le ta r ia t fo r a rev­
o lu tionary  rise against the bourge­
oisie of a ll the countries and for 
the v ic tory o f socialism has also 
fa iled  in  its  task. I t  fe ll v ic tim  to 
bureaucratic centrism  w h ich Is 
based on tbe theory and practice of 
Socialism in  one country ; in  a 
word, i t  was wrecked by a system 
of errors which entered in to  h is­
to ry  under the name of S talin ism . 
A t the tim e when cap ita lism , torn 
by w orld  contradictions, placed the 
in te rna tiona l revo lu tion on the o r­
der of the day the Com intern be­
came only a submissive and im pot­
ent chorus to the conservative and 
na tiona lly  lim ited  bureaucracy of 
the Soviet Union.

Thousands o f Communists are 
now try in g  in  H it le r ’s Germany to 
save the officia l pa rty  by continu ing 
the old policy under the new condi­
tions. W ith  a l l our revo lu tionary 
sym pathy fo r the self-sacrific ing 
fighter's we m ust te ll them tha t 
w rong ly directed efforts and sacri­
fices w i l l  be fru itless. Under the 
conditions of Fascist te rro r the 
S ta lin is t policy ,is doomed to a com­
plete smash— up w ith in  a short 
tim e. An ille g a l revo lu tionary pa rty  
in  Germany must be b u ilt  on new 
foundations.

A fte r the liv in g  inarch of events 
had shown th a t Fascism and the 
social-democilacy, the two polar 
tools of the bourgeois llegime, ex­
clude each other not on ly p o lit ic a l 
ly  hut physica lly, i t  was necessary 
to pu t the simple conclusion of th is  
experience as the basis fo r  a ll our 
in te rna tiona l ag ita tion  pushing the 
social-democracy to the path of a 
united fro n t w ith  Communist p a rt­
ies. Despite a ll evidence, the bu­
reaucracy of t lie  Com intern p ro­
claimed the firmness of the theory 
of social Fascism and having com 
p lete ly blocked itse lf thereby the 
approach to the re fo rm is t mass or- 

-agnizations, i t  substituted masquer­
ade blocs w ith  im potent circles of 
pacifists and adventurists fo r  the 
pro le ta rian  policy o f the united 
fron t. I f  the lesson of the German 
catastrophe did  not help the S ta lin ­
is t bureaucracy, no th ing w i l l  help 
it. New national parties and a new 
in te rna tiona l is necessary.
T H E  P O S IT IO N  OF T H E  
B O L S H E V IK -L E N IN IS T S  

The partic ipants to the present 
conference are of d iffe ren t p o lit ic a l 
o rig in . Some sp lit off in  recent 
years from  the parties of the Sec­
ond In te rn a tion a l ; there are fin a l­
ly  some of a m ixed or in te rm ed iary 
o rig in . Some acted as independent 
parties, others considered themselves 
and worked ns fractions. I f  these 
organizations came together today 
fo r  the firs t tim e a t a common con­
ference to t r y  and find bases fo r 
jo in t  work, (all of them have by th is  
very fac t openly adm itted the nec­
essity fo r the welding together of 
the p ro le ta rian  vanguard on new 
foundations.

W ith  regard to Germany our in ­
te rna tiona l organization (Bolshevlk- 
Len in is ts) has a fte r serious and 
heated debates almost unanim ously 
adopted th is  position. W ith  regard 
to the Com intern as a whole, the 
question was fo rm a lly  plaeod by us 
fo r discussion on ly w ith in  the last 
couple o f weeks. -We are speaking 
here in  the name of the In te rn a ­
tiona l Plenum of the Bolshevik- 
Lenin ists which has approved th is  
declaration. Our na tiona l sections 
have not as yet had tim e to fu lly  
express themselves. B u t the ques­
tion  has been prepared to such an 
extent by the foregoing develop­
ment of events as w e ll as by the 
development o f the L e ft Opposition 
its e lf ;  th a t we have no doubt as 
to the verd ic t o f our organizations 
A t any rate the fina l word belongs 
to our sections.

Some pa rtic ipants  of the present 
conference are probably o f the opin­
ion th a t we came to the break w ith  
the S ta lin is t bureaucracy w ith  un­
necessary belatedness. I t  is  not 
the place here to re tu rn  to the old 
disputes. The fact, however, in 
such tha t our po licy having taken 
in to  consideration objective condi­
tions and not subjective moods, has 
given us the poss ib ility  to fo rm  
stable organizations of Bolshevik- 
Lenin ists in  more than tw en ty  coun­
tries. A lthough in  th e ir  m a jo r ity  
they are cadres and no t mass or­
ganizations, th e ir  invaluable advan­
tage lies In  the fa c t th a t they are

tied  on an in te rna tiona l scale by 
a u n ity  of program m atic and s tra ­
teg ical conception which has evolv­
ed gradually from  the experiences 
of great events and from  the s trug­
gles of the p ro le ta ria t.
T H E  STRUG G LE W IT H  
RE FO R M IS M .

From  w hat has been said already, 
i t  is clear, th a t the break w ith  the 
C entris t bureaucracy by no means 
makes our a ttitud e  to reform ism  
less sharp. On the contrary, i t  is 
more irreconcilable now than ever 
before. We see the chief h is to ric  
crim e of the S ta lin is t bureaucracy 
precisely in  tha t, th a t by its  whole 
policy i t  renders an inva luab le a id  
to social-democracy and hinders the 
p ro le ta ria t from  going over to the 
path of revo lu tion.

F o r us, Bolshevik-Leninists, and 
we trus t, also fo r  a ll of you there 
can even be no thought o f constant 
work in common w ith  organizations 
w h ich have not broken w ith  the 
princip le  foundations of reform ism , 
which continue to hope fo r  the re­
generation of the social democracy 
as a pa rty  o r w h ich  consider the 
un ifica tion of the Second and T h ird  
in te rna tiona ls  as th e ir mission. 
Groupings permeated by such tend-' 
encies can only p u ll the workers 
backwards. And we, basing ou r­
selves on a ll the lessons o f the 
past, we w an t to go fo rw ard .

The “ 21 conditions”  fo r the ac­
ceptance to the Communist In te r ­
national elaborated in  its  tim e by 
Lenin fo r  the purpose o f a deci­
sive separation from  a ll types of

:BOOK
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U. S. S. R. and W orld  Revolution,
by M. T. F lo rinsky , M acM illian
Co. $2.50.
Somebody, sooner or la te r, was 

bound to  w r ite  th is  book. To read­
ers o f the M ilita n t, however, there 
w il l  be l i t t le  In i t  th a t he o r she 
is not already acquainted w ith .

W ritte n  from  a professorial-ob­
jec tive  (above the clasess) po in t of 
view, the book does manage to give 
a fa ir ly  accurate p ic tu re  o f the a t­
titude of the Soviet government, 
the pa rty  and the Com m unist In ­
te rna tiona l leadership to the ques­
tion  of W orld  R evolution from  the 
earliest days o f the D ic ta to rsh ip  to 
the present. M r. F lo rinsky  has, in  
fact, confined his book to exam in­
ing tha t one p a rtic u la r question., 
no sm all task in  itse lf.

As would be apparent, any e ffo rt 
at approaching the question of 
W orld R evolution would o f neces­
s ity  b ring  in  the strugg le between 
S ta lin  and T ro tsky— or to express i t  
in  a less personal manner— between 
Socialism in  One Country and the 
Permanent Revolution. The author 
used as his main sources o f re fe r­
ence the theses and statutes o f a l l 
the six congresses o f the Comin­
tern, and comrade

reform ism  and anarchism, acquire 
a t th is  stage again an urgent char­
acter. I t  is o f course not a ques­
tion  o f the te x t o f th is  document 
w h ich  should be rad ica lly  changed 
in  accordance w ith  the conditions 
o f the modern period bu t o f its  
general s p ir it  o f revo lu tiona ry  
M arx is t irre conc ila b ility .

O nly under the condition of i r ­
reconcilable separation from  re form ­
ism is i t  possible and necessary to 
enter in to  fr ie n d ly  cooperation w ith  
a l l those pro le ta rian  organizations 
which are ac tu a lly  developing from  
reform ism  tow ards Communism. We 
condemn and re jec t categorica lly  
the mode o f actions of the S ta lin ­
is t bureaucracy w h ich treats as 
“ le ft  social-Fascisfcs”  a l l revo lu­
tion a ry  organizations which— by the 
fa u lt  of the Com intern— find them ­
selves outside the Comintern, and 
on the m orrow  o f a catastrophe 
next in  tu rn  touching ly  inv ites 
them in to  the Com intern as “ sym­
pa th iz ing”  parties. The Com intern 
lc capable on ly of decomposing and 
destroying pro le ta rian  organizations 
but not o f strengthening and edu­
cating them. The cooperation which 
we have in  m ind presupposes an 
honest a titude to facts, ideas, m u­
tu a l comradely c r it ic is m  and re­
spect fo r  each other.
TH E  F IR S T  FOUR CONGRESSES 
OF TH E COMINTERN.

R evolu tionary po licy is  u n th in k ­
able w ith o u t revo lu tiona ry  theory. 
Here we need least o f a ll to s ta rt 
from  the beginning. We stand on 
the basis o f M arx  and Engels. The 
f irs t congresses o f the Communist 
In te rna tiona l le f t  us an invaluable 
program m atic heritage: the char­
acter of the modern epoch as an 
epoch o f im peria lism , th a t is of 
cap ita lis t de c lin e ; th e  natuflb o f 
modern reform ism  and the methods 
o f strugg le w ith  i t ;  the re la tion  
between democracy and pro le ta rian

ket, guaranteeing peace, etc., etc., 
th a t prompted the U. S. S. R. to  
abandon its  o rig in a l “ heroics” . T ha t 
rea l peace can be guaranteed fo r 
the U. S. S. R. by the w o rld  rev­
olution, never fo r  a moment oc­
curs to professor F lo rinsky .

Seeing c lea rly  th a t the S ta lin tern  
has abandoned w o rld  revo lu tion fo r 
Socialism in  One Country the au th ­
or quotes the fo llo w in g  from  Izves- 
t ia  o f February 8, 1933: “ L itv in o v ’s 
declaration not on ly  is  aimed 
against in te rven tion  in  a country 
where there is no revo lu tion, bu t in  
the name o f the U. S. S. R. under­
takes the ob liga tion  not to in te r­
vene in  a country where there is a 
counter-revolution.”  No wonder 
tha t th is  fo rm er czarist and present 
professor o f Colum bia can e xc la im : 
" . . . .w h ia t  an ex trao rd ina ry  a t t i ­
tude fo r  the kn igh ts  e rra n t of 
w o rld  revo lu tion .”  T ru ly  ex trao r­
d in a ry ! W hat a convenient promise 
to H it le r !

Towards the end o f h is book, M r. 
F lo rinsky  poses the  fo llo w in g  ques- 

T ro tsky ’s Per- j tion  “(Which o f the two speaks fo r
lanent Revolution and the French the rea l Russia o f to-day? Is  i t  

ed ition of “ The Communist In te r- the bearded and black frocked Ger- 
na tiona l A fte r Lenin.”  (The C r it- j F lo rinsky poses the fo llo w in g  ques- 
ieism o t  the D ra ft  Program, S tra - : c ip line, Lenin, w ith  th e ir  elaborate 
tegy o f the W orld  R evo lu tion ). and dubious schemes o f w o rld  rev- 

A fte r exp la in ing and quoting olu tion, th e ir  ‘general’ and ‘inev it- 
w ith  an a ir  degree o f accuracy from  able’ revo lu tionary situations, th e ir
these documents, M r. F lo rinsky  
comes to some conclusions: The 
firs t- .years of the Russian revo lu­
tion  he characterizes as the “ hero­
ic ”  period. I t  was a period when 
of a sudden a group of revoultion- 
ists— w orld  revo lu tion is ts— had sud­
denly seized the reins o f power in  
a country the size of one-sixth the 
ea rth ’s surface. Insp ired by th e ir 
sudden success and s t i l l  m in d fu l of 
the teachings o f th a t “ bearded Ger­
man professor w ith  a b lack frock  
coat”  they saw the revo lu tion as 
on ly one lin k  in  the chain forged 
fo r the inevitab le  w o rld  revo lution. 
The au thor looks hack upon those 
early revo lu tionary utterances o f 
Lenin, T ro tsky, Z inoviev, Radeh 
w ith  a relieved, i f  somewhat, sup­
e rio r and to le rant, feeling. I t  was, 
at least, not w ith o u t a certa in  
“ grandeur” — and i t  was “ heroic” . 
T rue the M arx ism  o f i t  was a l i t t le  
closer to the le tte r than the pre­
sent day S ta lin is t brand. T rue 
enough the Communist In te rn a tio n ­
a l of those days was much more of 
a th rea t to the w orld  bourgeoisie 
than the present ed ition of it .  B ut, 
forgives Air. F lo rinsky, those were 
“ rom antic”  days in  a “ heroic”  per­
iod. Le t us not quibble w ith  the 
au thor i f  he fa ils  to see the whys 
and the wherefores o f the events 
o f 191$ in  Germany. O r the raison 
d’E tre  fo r  the fiascos in  Hungary, 
F in land, etc. Others who make 
greater c la im  to being Communists 
have not been able to analyze the 
d is tinc tio n  between the objective 
and the subjective factors in  the 
revo lu tion as re iated to the pa rty  
and the class.

W hat is im portan t, however, is  
th a t the au thor is able to d is tin ­
guish between a revo lu tiona ry  u t­
terance and a na tiona lis t* utop ian 
one. Though he w ou ldn ’t  ca ll i t  
utopian— but sober. W ith  the de­
cline o f the “ rom antic”  era, Con­
tinues our author, an era o f sober 
and responsible stock-taking took 
place. S ta lin  came fo rw a rd  w ith  
the theory (bless the m a rk !)  of 
Socialism in  One Country, T ro tsky 
reaffirmed the v ita l ity  and m oving 
force of the theory o f Permanent 
Revolution. M r. F lo r in sky  recog­
nizes th a t the la tte r  theory has 
much more M arx ian  log ic than the 
form er, but— the fo rm er (Socialism  
in  One C ountry) is more sound 
state policy. So fa r  as the au thor 
is concerned, a s h ift fro m  the  pol 
icy  o f W orld  R evolution (the  U. S- 
S. R. as the f irs t fo rtress o f the 
w orld  revo lu tion ) was bound to 
take place— and needless to say, he 
welcomes it .  As M r. F lo rinsky  
would have it ,  i t  was the necessity 
o f keeping Russia in  step w ith , the 
progress and development a k in  to  
a l l nations, th a t is, find ing  a m ar-

d ic ta torsh ip  ; the role of the pa rty  
in  the pro le ta rian  revo lu tion ; the 
re la tion  between the p ro le ta ria t and 
the pe tty  bourgeoisie, especially the 
peasantry (ag ra rian  question) ; the 
problem of na tiona lities and the 
libe ra tion  struggle of co lon ia l peo­
ples; w o rk  in  the trade  un ions; the 
po licy of the un ited f ro n t ;  the re­
la tio n  to parliam entarism , etc.—  
a l l these questions have been sub­
jected to a princip led analysis by the 
firs t fo u r congresses w h ich has re­
mained unsurpassed u n t il now.

One o f the firs t, most urgent tasks 
of those organizations w h ich  have 
inscribed on th e ir banners the re ­
generation of the revo lu tiona ry  
movement consists in  separating 
from  the general mass the p rinc ip le  
decisions of the firs t fo u r congress­
es, in  b ring ing  them in  order and 
in  subjecting them to a serious dis­
cussion in  the l ig h t  o f the fu tu re  
tasks of the p ro le ta r ia t: the present 
conference must, in  our opinion, in ­
dicate the ways and the firs t steps 
of th is  necessary work. 
STR ATEG IC  LESSONS OF T H E  
LA S T  DECADE.

The po litica l li fe  of the p ro le ta r­
ian vanguard did  not stop a t the 
firs t congresses of the Communist 
In te rna tiona l. Under the influence 
o f h is to ric  circumstances, th a t is, 
of the march o f the class struggle, 
the apparatus of the Com intern has 
completely gone over from  M arx ­
ism to Centrism, from  in te rna tion ­
alism  to na tiona l lim itedness. I f  
the bu ild ing  o f the T h ird  In te rn a ­
tion a l was impossible w ith ou t 
cleansing the teachings of M arx  
from  the layers o f reform ism , so 
now the creation o f revo lu tionary 
parties o f the p ro le ta ria t is un th in k ­
able w ith ou t cleansing the p r in c i­
ples and methods o f Communism 
from  the layers and fa ls ifications 
o f bureaucratic centrism .

The strugg le o f the L e ft Opposi­
tion  against the oscilla tions o f the 
S ta lin is t apparatus connected w ith  
numerous and heavy sacrifices is 
im p rin ted  in  a series o f documents 
o f a program m atic and s tra teg ica l 
character. In  accordance w ith  the 
most im portan t po litica l stages of 
the las t decade the fo llow ing  prob­
lems have been illum ina ted  in  these 
documents: the economic construc­
tion  o f the U. S. S. R . ; the pa rty  
reg im e; the po licy of the united 
fro n t (Anglo-Russian Committee, 
on one side, the German experience, 
on the other) ; the path o f the 
Spanish revo lu tion  ( “ democratic 
d ic ta to rsh ip ” ) ; the figh t against 
w a r; the fig h t against Fascism, 
etc. The basic conclusions o f th is  
ten year struggle are given in  a 
fo rm  of a synopsis in  the “ 11 po ints”  
of the In te rna tiona l Pre-Conference 
of the L e ft Opposition. We are 
subm itting  th is  program m atic docu­
ments here to your attention.

I t  is superfluous to say th a t on 
our part, we w il l  consider w ith  the 
greatest a tten tion a ll the theses, 
resolutions and program m atic de­
clarations in  wh ich other organiza­
tions represented here have express­
ed or may express th e ir  estim ation 
o f the tasks and perspectives. We 
do not w im t anyth ing  so much as 
the m utua l exchange of experience 
and ideas. We w ish to state w ith  
great satisfaction tha t tlie  "D e­
c la ration o f P rinc ip les”  o f the Rev­
o lu tionary  Socialist P a rty  o f Hoi-

document w h ich may he introduced 
by other organizations and shall 
w illin g ly  give to  the defenders of 
the document corresponding space 
in  our press.
T H E  U. S. S. R.

The question of the U. S. S. R. 
is of exceptional im portance to  the 
workers movement o f the w orld  
and there fore also to the correct 
o rien ta tion  of the  present confer­
ence. We, Bolshevik-Lenin ists, con­
sider the U.S. S. R. even in  its  
present fo rm  as a  w orkers ’ State. 
T h is  estim ation needs no illusions 
o r embellishment.

One cannot feel anyth ing but con­
tem pt fo r  those “ friends”  of the 
U. S. S. R. who declare every w ork 
of c ritic ism  against the Soviet bu­
reaucracy as a counter-revo lu tion­
a ry  act. I f  revo lu tion is ts  had been 
guided by such rules o f conduct, 
the October revo lu tion would have 
never taken place.

We re ject as a mockery o f M a rx ­
is t thought, the B randleriau posi­
tion according to which the iw licy  
of the S ta lin is t bureaucracy repre­
sents a chain o f errors in  a l l other 
countries, but remains in fa llib le  in  
the U. S. S. I t.  Such a “ theory” 
is based on t lie  negation of the 
general princip les o f p ro le ta rian  
policy and brings the In te rn a tion a l 
down to a mere sum to ta l of na­
tional parties the leaders o f which 
are always ready to close th e ir  eyes 
to m utua l sins. A  M arx ian  can 
have noth ing in  common w ith  th is  
social-democratic conception.

The policy of the S ta lin is t bu­
reaucracy in  the U. S. S. R. is of 
tlie  same princ ip le  nature as the 
po licy o f the Com intern. The d if-

ferenee lies no t in  m^thodig bu t 
in  objective conditions : in  the U. S. 
S. R. the bureaucracy bases its e lf 
on tlie  foundations la id  by the p ro­
le ta rian  revo lution, and i f  in  a de­
cade i t  succeeded in  squandering 
the cap ita l of the Com intern, in  
the U . S. 8. R. i t  has underm ined 
bu t not liqu ida ted the foundations 
of the socialist state. The Soviet 
p ro le ta ria t, p ra c tica lly  deprived of 
the party, trade unions and Soviets 
which were seized by the bureau­
cracy, defends by its  revo lu tionary 
tra d itio n s  the workers’ state from  a 
bourgeois overturn.

To id e n tify  the social order of 
the U. S. S. R. w ith  “ state capi­
ta lism ”  of the Am erican, Ita lia n , 
or German type, is to ignore the 
main question o f the social order, 
namely the property  character and 
to o]K'ii the doors w ide to false and 
dangerous conclusions. On th is  
question there can be fo r us no am­
bigu ities and no compromises. The 
defense o f tlie  w orkers ’ state from  
im peria lism  and counter-revolution 
remains as heretofore the du ty of 
every revo lu tionary worker. B u t 
to serve th is  defense does not at 
a ll mean to become a too l of Soviet 
diplomacy.

The acts and declarations o f So­
vie t diplom acy have provoked not 
once, especially in  the past period, 
the burn ing and en tire ly  righteous 
ind igna tion  o f the advanced w o rk ­
ers. N o th ing weakens the in te rna­
tion a l position of the U. S. S. R. 
more, despite a l l recognitions and 
non-aggression pacts, than the 
through and through opportun is tic  
externa l po licy of the S talin ists, 
permeated by the pac ify ing  illusions

Discussion on the N . R .A . and 

the Slogan of Nationalization

' t o l + T f t r T  ° f  £ap itahsm ?i land concurs on a ll the basic ques- u r  is i t  the young workmen and
peasants aw kw ard ly  approaching
new machines and t ra c to rs .. .stand­
ing dazzled by the wonders o f the 
fu tu re  as unfolded by th e ir  (pre­
sent) leaders (S ta lin , M olotov et 
a l) . ”

The au thor’s happy conclusion is 
M r. comrade W a lte r D u ra n ty ’s 
whom he quotes as fo llo w s : 
the Bolshevik K rem lin  to-day re­
gards the g row th  o f the revo lu tion­
a ry  movement in  Europe w ith  real 
anxie ty .”  Times, November 20, 
1932. I f  i t  is hard fo r the workers 
to  understand S ta lin ; the Camp­
bells, F lorinskys and D nran tys do 
not find, such hardships.

— M A R T IN  G LEE.

tions w ith  the p la tfo rm  o f the In ­
te rna tiona l L e ft Opposition.

The present pre-conference can­
not of course discuss w ith  the nec­
essary p ro fu n d ity  the program m atic 
and strateg ical lessons o f the w orld  
revo lu tionary struggle. B u t i t  is 
tim e to make a s tart. We pe rm it 
ourselves to express the wish tha t 
eacli o f the organizations repre­
sented here re p rin t our “ 11 po ints”  
in  th e ir  press w ith  the necessary 
commentaries, and tha t afterw ards 
the possib ility  be given us to de­
fend our theses in the same press 
in discussion order. On our pa rt 
we obligate ourselves to publish fo r 
the in fo rm ation  and discussion of 
our sections every program m atic

This a rtic le  deals w ith  a sub­
jec t which has not fo rm erly  
been discussed in  the M ilita n t, 
i t  is therefore accepted e xp lic it­
ly  as a discussion a rtic le . The 
views expresed are those of the 
w r ite r . O ther contribu tions in  
discussion of th is  subject are 
inv ited , bu t they should no t ex­
ceed 700 words— Ed.

(Continued fro m  la s t issue)
In  answer to the in d u s tr ia l codes 

adopted by the cap ita lis ts  in  the ir 
desperately organized attem pt to 
bring  about “ recovery”  from  the 
crisis, the Communists have now 
the task, w ith  the aid o f the w o rk­
ers in  the several indutsries, o f 
lay ing  ou t specific w orkers ’ codes 
o f action. B u t before proceeding 
w ith  a model of such a code of 
action as applied to coal m in ing 
and in vo lv ing  the slogans of na­
tiona liza tion  and w orkers ’ contro l, 
i t  may help to fo res ta ll f irs t of a il 
objections raised against these 
sogans “ in  p rinc ip le ” .

No field offers greater danger of 
b lundering and of fa llin g  in to  op­
portun ism  than th a t o f p a rtia l de­
mands and in term ediate slogans. 
Nevertheless the Communist does 
not re ject such demands and slo­
gans in  to to  ju s t because there is 
th is  danger. A  c r ite r io n  fo r  the 
choice of our tactics and slogans 
was given by Lenin in  his brochure 
on L e ft Com m unism : “ The whole 
po in t lies in  being able to apply 
these tactics to raise and not to 
lover the general level o f p ro le ta r­
ian class-consciousness and revolu­
tion a ry  a b ility  to f ig h t and conquer.” 
Thus the decision as to the cor­
rectness o r incorrectness o f a slogan 
rests to a la rge extent on our judg ­
ment of the ripeness o r unrii>e- 
ness, not of the advanced workers 
but of the mass o f workers to ra lly  
around and figh t fo r  a given slogan. 
Our purpose is not to s ink to the 
level o f the backward masses, not 
to hide the tru th  from  them by 
s ink ing in to  opportunism, no t to 
w in them over to false slogans and 
to a fa lse ideology, bu t to take in to  
account as an objective factor fo r  
us, the Communists, the present 
mood, state o f consciousness and 
preparedness o f the class as a 
whole.

L ife  alone is the fina l a rb ite r 
in the m atte r of choice o f tactics. 
L ite ra tu re  is never decisive, hut 
i t  can be extrem ely he lp fu l i f  pro­
perly understood and applied. In  
th is  sense i t  w ould be a w o rth ­
w h ile  task to collate a ll the w r i t ­
ings, p a rtic u la r ly  since the fo rm a­
tion  o f the Comintern, on the ques­
tions o f na tiona liza tion  and w ork 
ers’ contro l. For p a rticu la r ly  at 
the present moment in  America, 
w ith  events m oving a t tremendous 
speed, w ith  the w ork ing  class com­
mencing anew its  lessons in  organi­
zation f irs t of a l l in  trade unions, 
w ith  the posing o f economic and 
po litica l problems to the workers 
on a vaster scale than ever before 
in  Am erican h is to ry , i t  is  o f v ita l 
im portance th a t we understand 
th e ir true  d ia lectic nature, th e ir 
usefulness in  e levating the plane 
of struggle a t the proper moment 
from  th a t of im m ediate and in te r­
mediate demands to  th a t o f power, 
and consequently th e ir  proper place 
in  the stra tegy o f revo lu tion.
H ie  S truggle A ga inst U ltra . Le ftism  

Theses on P a rt ia l Demands and 
In term edia te Slsgans were adopted 
by the Le n in is t T h ird  and F ourth  
Congresses o f the Comintern. Just 
before the T h ird  Congress Lenin 
gave cognizance to  the sharp u ltra - 
L e ftis t trend in  the  in te rna tiona l 
movement w ith  B ucharin  as its  
foremost theoretic ian in  the Soviet 
Union. Len in  w ro te  h is  pamphlet 
on “ L e ft Communism”  to combat 
th is  in fa n tilis m  and had i t  d is tr i­
buted among the delegates to  the 
T h ird  Congress in  order to a lte r 
the “ in transigeant”  a ttitu d e  of 
some towards p a rtia l demands and 
slogans. So much d id  the  false 
position o f B ucharin  and others 
cause concern to  L e n in  thalt he

took the unprecedented step o f an­
nouncing at the Congress th a t he 
spoke in  favo r of the theses pro­
posed on p a rtia l demands only un­
der the d iscip line o f his frac tion .
Between the T h ird  and F ou rth  Con­
gresses, Lenin, T rotsky, Radek and 
Z inovit v carried on a struggle 
against the u ltru -L e ft is t position 
to such good purpose th a t a t the 
F ourtu  Congress B ucharin  him self 
was forced to read a Declara tion 
in  which the Russian frac tion  an­
nounced th a t they considered as 
false and incorrect the view  ex­
pressed on p a rtia l demands, the 
idea th a t these were opportunist, 
in  the T h ird  Congress theses.

In  h is desire to  correct the views 
w h ich  had caused B ucharin  and 
others to a ttack Len in  and T ro tsky 
as R igh tis ts  and opportunists a t 
the T h ird  Congress, Lenin posed the 
quesi ions at issue in  the simplest 
yet sharpest terms. For example:
"Communists, adherents o f the 
T h ird  In te rn a tion a l, ex is t in  a ll 
countries precisely fo r  the purpose 
of adapting, along the whole line  
in  every domain of life , the old 
socialist, trade un ion ist, synd ica lis t 
and pa rliam en ta rian  ac tiv ities  to 
t lie  new Communst idea.”  Again :
“ We do not know and we cannot 
know w h ich  of the inflam m able 
sparks w h ich  now fly  in  a l l coun­
tries, fanned by the economic an il 
p o lit ic a l w o rld  crisis, w i l l  be the 
one to s ta rt the conflagration (in  
tlie  sense o f a p a rtic u la r awaken­
ing o f the masses) ; we are the re -w ith  democratic
fore bound to u tiliz e  our new Com­
m unist princip les in  the cu ltiva tio n  
of a i l and every fie ld  o f endeavor 
no m atte r how old, rotten, and 
seemingly hopeless.”

W hat were the specific issues in  
the controversy over p a rtia l de­
mands? Radek, w ork ing  closely to ­
gether w ith  Lenin and T ro tsky  at 
tha t time, proposed fo r  cap ita lis t 
countries (p a rtic u la r ly  bu t not 
solely fo r  G erm any), the ideas of 
p a rtia l confiscation of cap ita lis t 
property  (sa titfica tio n  o f tru s ts ), 
workers’ government, workers’ con­
tro l of porduction. These slogans 
were not given fo r  the fu tu re  when 
a revo lu tiona ry  s itua tion  would 
once more arise, bu t fo r  the per­
iod preceding i t  and w h ich  is pre­
pa ring  it .  A nd in  view o f the  ex- 
itsenee of the separate organiza­
tions o f t lie  w ork ing masses a t th a t 
tim e (2nd, 2nd and one-half, 3rd1 
in te rna tiona ls, and social dem­
ocra tic trade un ions), Radek pro­
posed t lie  adoption o f the United 
F ron t tac tic  to ca rry  out these 
slogans. Bucharin  was so much 
opposed to the U n ited F ro n t tac tic  
as to the slogans to w h ich  th is  
tac tic  was to be applied. In  the 
se ttling  of th is  controversy, i t  was 
carried before an enlarged Plenum 
o f the C. I. in  Dec. 1921 when fo r  
the f irs t tim e the C. I .  gave its  
fo rm a l adherence to the tac tic  of 
the United F ron t despite the a rgu­
ment o f B ucharin  th a t th is  essen­
t ia l ly  class slogan m igh t become, 
in  a pre -revo lutionary s itua tion , 
a cover fo r  class collaboration.

The argum ent against in te rm ed i­
ate slogans as being essentia lly 
class .collaboration (inc lud ing  tha t 
against the United F ro n t) , would 
be correct i f  these slogans are d iv ­
orced from  the slogans invo lv ing  
the strugg le fo r  power and fo r the 
seizure o f industries and these la t­
te r  from  a rea l mass struggle. To 
hide our rea l views and u ltim a te  
goal would be to practice opportun­
ism. A t  a l l tim es we w arn the 
workers th a t th e ir  fina l salvation 
under cap ita lism  is an u tte r  i l lu ­
sion, th a t even the p a r tia l na tion ­
a liza tion  o f any in dus try  cannot 
help the w ork ing  class in  any fina l 
sense, th a t on ly the workers can 
achieve th e ir  own emancipation, and 
on ly  by the overthrow  o f the cap i­
ta lis t system and the seizure o f a ll 
industries by the workers.

—JACK W EBER.
(To Be Continued)

of “ socialism in  one country” .
One cannot defend the U. 8. S. R. 

w ith o u t the revo lu tionary struggles 
of the w orld  p ro le ta r ia t; there can 
be no revo lu tiona ry  struggles w ith ­
out independence from  Soviet bu­
reaucracy as w e ll as from  Soviet 
diplomacy. On the other hand, 
the most irreconcilable c ritic ism  of 
S ta lin ism  does not exclude but on 
the con tra ry prescribes a un ited 
fro n t w ith  the Soviet bureaucracy 
against the common enemies.
T H E  P A R TY  R E G IM E .

The question of the pa rty  regime 
should become the subject, o f the 
greatest a tten tion  in  the bu ild ing  
of new parties and of a new In te r­
national. W orkers’ democracy is 
not an organ iza tiona l hut a social 
problem. In  the last analysis the 
s tiflin g  o f workers democracy is the 
resu lt of the pressure of class en- 
emise through the medium o f the 
workers' bureaucracy. Th is h is to ric  
law  is equally confirmed by tlie  his­
to ry  o f reform ism  in cap ita lis t coun­
tries as well as by the experience 
o f the bureaucrat izal ion of the 
Soviet state.

The social-democracy atta ins tlie  
regime necessary fo r i t  by means 
of a complicated system : on one 
hand, i t  system atica lly expels not 
on ly from  the p a rty  but also from  
the trade unions rad ica lly  or c r it ic ­
a lly  inclined workers, i f  (hey can­
not he bribed by rem unerative posi­
tions ; on the other hand, i t  frees 
its  m inisters, parliam entarians, 
jo u rn a lis ts  and prof-bureaucrats 
from  subm itting  to d iscip line w ith  
regard to the party . T lie  combined 
methods of repression, be traya l and 
bribery perm it tlie  social-democracy 
to re ta in  t lie  semblance o f discus­
sions. elections, contro l etc., w h ile  
rem aining a t the same tim e the ap­
paratus of the im p e ria lis t bourge­
oisie w ith in  the working; class.

B y means o f the state apparatus, 
the S ta lin is t bureaucracy liqu idated 
the party , Soviet and trade-union 
democracy not on ly in  essence but 
also in  form . The regime of per­
sonal d ic ta to rsh ip  has been fu l ly ’ 
transm itted  from  the C. 1*. S. U. to 
a l l the parties of the cap ita lis t coun­
tries. The pa rty  bureaucrats' sole 
aim  is to in te rp re t the supreme 
w ill.  The p a rty  masses have only 
one r ig h t : to keep silence and to 
obey. Repressions, ba iting, b ribe ry  
are the usual methods fo r keeping 
“ order”  in  the pa rty . Such is the  
path of decay and ru in  o f the pro­
le ta rian  parties.

A  revo lu tion is t is brought up only 
in  the atmosphere of c ritic ism  of 
a ll th a t exists, in c lud ing  also his 
own organization. A  firm  d isiep line 
ckn be a tta tined  only by conscious 
tru s t in  the leadership. The tru s t 
can be gained not on ly by correct 
policy hut. also by an honest, a t t i­
tude to one's mistakes. T lie  ques­
tion  of the inner regime acquires 
fo r  us thus an ex trao rd ina ry  im ­
portance. The advanced workers 
m ust he given the possib ility  of a 
conscious nad independent p a rtic i­
pa tion in  the b u ild in g  of the p a rty  
and in  the d irection o f its  whole 
policy. Young workers m ust he 
given the poss ib ility  to th ink , c r it ic ­
ize, make mistakes and correct 
themselves.

I t  is clear, on the other hand, 
th a t the regime of pa rty  democracy 
can load to the creation o f a hard­
ened and unanimous arm y o f prole­
ta ria n  fighters on ly in  case our 
organizations basing themselves on 
the firm  princip les o f M arxism , are 
ready to figh t irreconc ilab ly  but 

methods, a ll op- 
and adventur-portun is tic , cen tris t 

is t influences.

The o rien ta tion  towards a new 
In te rn a tion a l is d icta ted by the 
whole course of development. Th is 
does not mean, however, th a t we 
propose to procla im  a now In te r­
na tiona l im m e d ia te ly . We would 
have in troduced such a proposal 
w ith ou t hesitation had tlie  organ i­
zations represented here a lready 
been in  actual, th a t is tested by 
experience, agreement w ith  regard 
to the basic princip les and, methods 
o f revo lu tionary struggle. B u t we 
have not got it .  Wc can a rrive  a t 
a princ ip le  unan im ity  and therefore 
to an In te rn a tion a l on ly through 
joint, revo lu tiona ry  w ork and serious 
m utual c ritic ism .

A  new In te rn a tion a l cannot, bo 
prepared w ith o u t practica l p a rtic i­
pa tion in  the un fo ld ing  events. To 
countorpose a program m atic d is­
cussion to the revo lu tiona ry  s trug ­
gle would o f course be false. I t  is 
necessary to combine the two. We 
welcome t lie  fact tha t the confer­
ence placed on the agenda urgent 
questions in connection w ith  the 
figh t against Fascism and against 
war, and in  each o f those fields 
we are ready, hand in hand w ith  
other organizations to make a rea l 
step fo rw ard .

Comrades 1 W ithou t leadership, 
w ith o u t in te rna tiona l d irection the 
w orld  p ro le ta ria t w i l l  be unable to 
free its e lf from  the present oppres­
sion. The creation of a new In te r­
na tiona l depends not on ly on the  
objective course o f events bu t also 
on our own efforts. I t  is very 
lik e ly  that, a lready now we áre 
much stronger than i t  may seem to 
many of us. Not in  vain does his­
to ry  show us how an organization 
possessing a u th o rity  bu t having 
los t e je c t io n  m ay fo r  a long tim e 
keep on p ilin g  up errors seemingly 
unpunished; bu t f in a lly  the course 
o f events brings the inevitab le  col­
lapse. On the con tra ry, an organ i­
zation w h ich  is armed w ith  a re l i­
able compass bu t has fo r  a long 
period remained in  an ins ign ifican t 
m in o rity , can w ith o u t the advance 
o f a h is to ric  tu rn  suddenly rise to 
a h igher level. Under the condi­
tion  of correct po licy on our part, 
such a possib ility  opens up before 
us. W ith  jo in t  forces le t us t r y  
not to  miss th is  opportun ity. Our 
revo lu tiona ry  responsib ility  is im ­
measurably great. L e t our creative 
w o rk  rise to the he ight o f th is  re­
sponsib ility .


