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It’s Up to You!
W e were again compelled to  appear 

w ith  a two page issue. The reasons 
for this are determined by our finan­
c ia l difficulties. We had no other 
choice. The extended size of the an­
niversary issue of last week meant 
a great effort and It  also fu rth er 
drained our meagre financial re­
sources. I t  Is because of this that 
we address an earnest appeal to our 
readers, sympathizers and supporters. 
We have done that before, but there 
is this difference, that now it  should 
be heeded more seriously and more 
concretely.

The only concrete way which real­
ly  counts is, of course, to respond 
w ith  cash. I f  you are  up against it  
yourself and cannot respond much 
you should ask your friends to help 
and to donate. Even sm all contribu­
tions mean much to  our lim ited re­
sources; but n atu rally  the substantial 
help enables us that much quicker to

actually get out o f the difficulties 
and to appear w ith  T H E  M IL IT A N T  
regularly in  size and in  every other 
respect.

To us who are engaged in produc­
ing T H E  M IL IT A N T  our organ 
means much. I t  has become endear­
ed to its  readers. I t  has established 
a prestige w ith in  serious working 
class circles and enjoys th eir respect. 
Its  actual role in  the movement we 
have emphasized tim e and again. We 
need say nothing fu rth er in  this re­
spect. B ut it  is necessary to re iterate  
w ith  a ll possible emphasis that its  
future existence and success depends 
entirely upon its circle of supporters. 
T H E  M IL IT A N T  is your organ and 
we must put it  up to you to help 
secure its foundation. W e ask you to 
forw ard your contribution w ithout 
delay to T H E  M IL IT A N T , 126 East 
16th Street, New York.

The C.P. in the Elections
Reasons for Small Rise in Communist Vote This Year

The p a rty  leaders are now busily  en­
gaged in  igno ring  the results o f the re ­
cent presidentia l elections, as though the 
pa rty  campaign was a mere rou tine  m at­
te r the outcome of w h ich  is of no p a r ti­
cu la r concern. T o  th is  date, there has 
no t been a single statem ent fro m  the 
C entra l Executive Committee analyzing 
the election resu lts and summing up the 
pa rty 's  w ork. The only “ o ffic ia l”  word 
to  be heard from  the v ic in ity  o f the 13th 
S treet S inai is the statement issued 
a fte r  the elections by the p a rty ’s ban­
ner-bearer, Foster, in  the manner o f a ll 
the defeated bourgeois candidates. Aside 
from  th is , abysmal silence.

And there are adequate grounds fo r 
the muteness of the S ta lin is t chiefta ins. 
W h ile  sm all holes may be stuffed up w ith  
reports th a t th is  or th a t township dou­
bled or trebled its  Communist vote (the  
fo rm u la  is u s u a lly : a rise fro m  10 votes 
to 25 vo tes !) ,  the fa c t cannot be cover­
ed up or explained away th a t the vote 
fo r  the pres identia l candidates o f the 
Com m unist p a rty  th is  year was exceed­
in g ly  sm all in  comparison w ith  the vast 
possib ilities contained in  the whole s it­
uation.

A fte r  fo u r years o f an unprecedented 
cris is, in  the face o f genuine a ll-na tiona l 
discontentm ent o f the masses, an in a b il­
ity  o r re fusa l o f any of the tw o  b ig  
bourgeois parties to  cope w ith  the burn­
in g  problem o f unemployment— a fte r a l l 
th is , the on ly p ro le ta ria n  p o lit ic a l pa rty  
in  the fie ld is barely able to double the 
extrem ely low  vote i t  obtained fo u r years 
ago, th a t is, the vote cast a t the “ he ight 
o f the p rospe rity  period” . I t  is  pre­
cisely in  such periods o f cris is , when 
m illio ns  of workers are divorced from  
in dus try  its e lf  and th e ir  economic power 
is rad ica lly  (dim inished— th a t is th ;e ir 
a b ility  to  b a ttle  the enemy on the in ­
d u s tria l f ro n t is  enfeebled— th a t they 
tu rn  th e ir  a tten tion  to  “ elections” . The 
unusually large vote cast indicates th a t 
the masses have by no means lost in te r­
est in  pa rliam enta ry  ac tiv ity . Yet— the 
discontentm ent o f the masses was re­
flected on ly in  the very tin ie s t dribbles so 
fa r  as the Communist vote was concerned.

In  the face o f th is  unqua lified ly  d is­
appo in ting  vote— a ll o ther factors, like  
d isfranchisem ent o f Negro, foreign-born 
and o ther workers, considered— w hat be­
comes o f the fan ta s tic  babblings o f the 
S ta lin is ts  on the renowned “ mass up­
surges”  and “ deep-going rad ica liza tion ”  
o f the Am erican masses? I t  is  not fo r 
no th ing th a t Foster’s statem ent (w h a t 
a com bination o f words de libera te ly  in ­
tended to say noth ing— a disgraceful

document fo r  a Communist le ad e r!) is 
b landly silent, even about the w ord  “ ra ­
d ica liza tion ” , which i t  never mentions, 
as i f  the pa rty  line  had not been b u ilt  
up on th is  phrase fo r  the las t few  years.

The current, unoffic ia l explanations o f 
the low  Communist vote are, generally 
speaking, based upon a stra ined en­
deavor to th in k  up something very p ro­
found and com plicated to  exp la in  a com­
para tive ly  simple phenomenon. The 
p a rty  leaders look upon the election cam­
paign as something special, isolated, sep­
arated from  a ll the other w ork  o f the 
party . We look upon i t  in  the on ly cor­
rect and possible m anner: as the num ­
erica l expression on the pa rliam enta ry  
field, which is a t best a d is to rted and 
lim ite d  expression, i t  is (rue, ;of the 
success the pa rty  has had in  w inn ing  to 
its  banner the pro le ta rian  masses a ll 
du ring  the rest of the year. I t  is a par­
liam entary cu lm ina tion  o f the p a rty ’s 
w o rk  in  the day-to-day struggles. The 
vote o f the worker, as a Vule, expresses 
the confidence or half-confidence he 
places in  the pa rty  (sometimes, the in ­
d iv id u a l) fo r  whom he casts his ba llo t. 
The Communistp a rty  cannot gain th is  
confidence by sensational campaign 
stunts du ring  the elections, by prom inent 
candidates, leaflets, to rch lig h t parades 
and the like— im p ortan t and necessary 
though they may be. I t  can be gained 
p r im a rily  and m a in ly  in  the course o f 
the da ily  struggles in  w h ich the Com­
m unists partic ipate.

I f ,  du ring  these struggles, the Com­
m unist pursues a po licy wh ich best re­
presents the in terests o f the p ro le ta ria t, 
he w i l l  be rewarded by an expression o f 
confidence in  a pa rliam enta ry  election. 
I f  the party , on the other hand, succeeds 
on ly in  iso la ting  its e lf  fro m  the masses 
because o f its  absurd or disastrous pol­
icies in  the class struggle, th is  fa c t w i l l  
be reflected— as i t  has been— when elec­
tions ro l l around. These are axioms 
which apply— not so much ( in  fact, 
p ra c tica lly  not a t a l l)  to  the Republicans 
and Democrats, and very l i t t le  to  the 
socialists, as they do to  the Communists. 
Tested in  th is  lig h t, the past policies of 
the S ta lin is ts  stand revealed as having 
barred the road to  the  revo lu tiona ry  
movement fo r  tens and hundreds o f thou­
sands who were being driven in  tha t 
d irection  by the bankruptcy o f the capi­
ta lis t  regime and its  supporters. U n til 
th is  simple, elementary lesson o f the 
election is absorbed in to  the conscious­
ness o f the party , its  headway w i l l  con­
tinue  to be impeded. — S-n.

Chicago Greets United Front
Leit Opposition Hails Joint Unemployment Conference
We p r in t here a leafle t issued by 

the Chicago branch o f the Commun­
is t League o f Am erica (O pposition) 
on its  views regard ing the united 
fro n t recently form ed by various 
groups in  the labor movement, rang­
ing  from  the Communists, to  the So­
cia lis ts  and A. F. o f L. unions, which 
has already succeeded in  u n it in g  tens 
o f thousands o f unemployed workers 
in  th a t c ity  fo r  m ilita n t action in  
fa vo r o f th e ir  demands— a policy con­
s tan tly  advocated by the L e ft Opposi­
tion.

♦ ♦  ♦
Fellow  W orkers and Comrades:—

We h a il the un ited fro n t o f the three 
organizations o f unemployed workers, 
recently  organized in  Chicago. The fac t 
th a t Communists, Socialists, Farm er- 
Laborites, and reactionary as w e ll as 
revo lu tiona ry  trade-union ists are able to  
come together a t th is  tim e on the specific 
issue o f figh ting  fo r  im m ediate re lie f 
and o ther unemployed demands, is s ign i­
ficant. I t  testifies to the enormous pres­
sure of the ran k  and file  workers upon 
the organizations in  an e ffo rt to  bring

about a un ited figh t in  the interests o f 
the unemployed.

Aim  of United Front
The un ited fro n t is a means o f un itin g  

a ll workers in  a common figh t against 
a common oppressor on an issue o f ex­
treme im portance to the workers. The 
united fro n t is not a perm anent body in  
which a ll organizations affilia ted lose 
th e ir  independence and give up th e ir  
separate existence. Quite the contrary, 
these organizations ca rry  on th e ir  in ­
dependent work, th e ir r ig h t to critic ism , 
to fo rm u la te  th e ir own opinions and 
ideas. The object o f the un ited  fro n t 
is fo r  action on one specific agreed issue.

The present un ited fro n t was organized 
to  f ig h t against the 50 percent reduction 
in  the unemployed re lie f. I ts  object is  
to u n ify  a ll unemployed workers in  Ch ic­
ago to  f ig h t against th is  cut in  re lie f, to  
increase and extend the re lie f fo r  A L L  
jobless workers andto push fo rw a rd  the 
general demands of the unemployed. To­
w ard th is  aim  the present organizations 
m ust ca rry  on a determ ined fight. The 
present s itua tion  demands th a t th is  un- 

( Continued on page 2)

Chen Du-Hsiu's 
Life in Danger
The f irs t  de ta ils to a rrive  here on the 

recent a rrest in  Shanghai of comrade 
Chen Du-Hslu, founder o f the Chinese 
Communist movement and leader o f the 
L e ft Opposition, along w ith  e igh t o ther 
Chinese comrades, are contained in  a 
copy o f the Shanghai Times, leading im ­
p e ria lis t organ in  th a t c ity . From  the 
report in  its  columns is c learly  visib le 
not m erely the active assistance given 
the reactionary K uo M in  Tang bourge­
oisie by the fo re ign  im peria lis ts  in  ap­
prehending comrade Chen, bu t also the 
fa c t th a t he has by th is  tim e probably 
been turned over en tire ly  to  the hands 
o f the Chinese butcher's w ith  his life  
a t th e ir  mercy.

The Shanghai Times report, by itse lf, 
is sufficient rep ly to  th a t detestable in ­
solence o f the S ta lin is t leaders in  th is  
country who calum niated comrade Chen 
as a Kuo M in  Tang agent and “ counter­
revo lu tiona ry  T ro ts k y is t”  w ith  the broad 
h in t th a t no w orker need concern h im ­
se lf w ith  the task o f lib e ra tin g  ou r 
comrade from  the Chinese hangmen. We 
quote the  fo llo w in g  extensive extracts 
from  the Tim es:

“ Chen Du-Hslu, noted Communist lead­
er1, fo rm er professor o f languages a t the 
Peiping Government U n ive rs ity  and a 
fo rm er member o f the Centra l Executive 
Committee o f the Kuo M in  Tang, was 
arrested here by Settlement detectives on 
Saturday n ig h t a t the request o f the Chi­
nese authorities. H e was taken during 
a number o f ra ids on Communist cells 
and has long been sought by the Gov­
ernment fo r  the extensive p a rt he played 
in  the Communist movement throughout 
China. E ig h t other Chinese fo r  whom 
w arrants bad been issued were also ap­
prehended and a considerable quan tity  
o f Com m unist lite ra tu re  in  d iffe rent 
languages was seized.

“ Te a rrest o f Chen is regarded as one 
o f the most im p o rtan t developments in  
the d rive  against Communism which has 
taken place in  th is  lo ca lity  fo r  some 
considerable tim e. H is  whereabouts have 
been unknown to the au thorities  fo r  many 
months a lthough his activ ities  were 
traced in  the spread o f Communism in  
various provinces. He is regarded as 
one o f the m ain springs in  the Commun­
is t machine in  th is  country and h is  o r­
ganizing a b ility  has enabled the move­
ment to spread rap id ly  in  the in te rio r, 
according to Chinese engaged in  stamp­
ing out ‘red’ ac tiv ities .

“ When arrested Chen was a sick man, 
having been suffering fro m  an in te rna l 
illness fo r  some tim e. A fte r in te rroga­
tion  he was removed in  custory to  a 
hospita l, bu t w i l l  appear before the Shan­
ghai D is tr ic t  C ourt th is  m orn ing when 
an application fo r  h is extrad ic tion  by 
the Chinese au thorities  w i l l  be heard. 
I t  is expected that he w ill be eventually 
handed over to the Bureau of Public 
Safety and la te r transferred to Nanking 
fo r fu rth er interrogation___

“ He became a fu g it iv e  a fte r a w ar­
ra n t was issued fo r  h is arrest, bu t his 
ac tiv ities  have never ceased, according to 
Government officials.

“ On Saturday m orn ing the Chinese au­
tho rities  made an application through 
the Shanghai D is tr ic t C ourt fo r  the a r­
rest o f a number of Chinese wanted fo r  
Communist activ ities. The Special 
B ranch o f the S. M. P. (Settlement 
M il ita ry  Police?) in  company w ith  mem­
bers o f the Bureau o f P ub lic  Safety 
made a series o f ra ids in  the Settle­
ment and French Concession during  
which Chen was arrested.

“ The police in te rrup ted  a meeting o f 
Communists in  a house in  an alley o f 
East Yuhang Road when five men were 
arrested and a large qu an tity  o f Com­
m unist lite ra tu re  in  French, Chinese, 
Russian and English was seized. In ­
fo rm a tio n  fro m  th a t address enabled the 
police to  proceed the same a fte rnoor to 
a house in  an a lley  off Yochow Road. 
A t  th is  address Chen D u-H siu was a r­
rested and more Communist documents 
and lite ra tu re  were seized. Investigat- 
tions led the police to the French Con­
cession where the assistance of the 
French Police was obtained fo r  a ra id  
on a dw e llin g  off Route des Soeurs. One 
Chinese and fu r th e r  lite ra tu re  were ta k ­
en here from  th is  cell.

“ S ho rtly  a fte r  m idn igh t on Saturday 
m orn ing another ra id  was made on a 
house off Tatung Road. In  a back room 
tw o men were found, but as soon as they 
saw the police they jumped through an 
open w indow  and attem pted to  escape. 
They were caught before going very fa r | 
L ite ra tu re  o f the usual Communist type 
was located a t th is  place.

“ In te res ting  developments are expected 
as a resu lt o f Chen’s arrest, who is 
regarded as the ‘fa th e r o f Communism’ 
in  China.”

As we see from  th is  report, the fo r ­
eign im p e ria lis t press in  China, no t to 
speak o f the na tive  bourgeoisie Itse lf, 
has qu ite a d iffe ren t estimate o f the rev­
o lu tiona ry  qu a lity  and in te g r ity  o f Com­
rade Chen than have the various B ro w ­
ders o f the offic ia l p a rty  apparatus.

B u t w hat is o f fa r  more acute im ­
portance a t the present moment is the 
im m inent danger to the lives o f comrade 

(Continued on page 2)

Trotsky Sails for 
D enmark

Tbs capitalist press prints the re­
port that comrade Leon Trotsky, ex­
iled for years now from  the Soviet 
Union, has been granted a short-term  
visa to enter Denm ark to enable him  
to deliver a  lecture in  Copenhagen 
on the Russian revolution. I f  this 
report is true— unlike those of the 
many “visas granted” in  the past—  
then no better spokesman fo r the 
principles and ideas of Bolshevism  
and the October revolution could 
have been chosen than Trotsky to 
speak in this fortress of petty bour­
geois socialist “(gradualism”. The 
Danish bourgeoisie and its social dem­
ocratic appendage have taken care, 
however, to circumscribe the much- 
vaunted “rig ht of asylum” to three 
months, a fte r which, according to the 
report, comrade Trotsky w ill be com­
pelled to return to the Turkish cage 
to which he has been confined by 
agreement between Kem al Pasha, and 
S talin , w ith  the tac it consent of 
every im perialist government in  the 
world.

A  short tim e ago, the Czechoslov­
akian government was “eonsiderhig” 
a visa fo r comrade Trotsky, under 
which he would have been fettered  
and gagged in  th at country. Even 
then, it  was fina lly  not granted. This 
did not prevent the S talin ist press 
of the world from  shouting hyster­
ica lly  about the “united front of the 
counter-revolutionist, Trotsky, w ith  
the vassal state of French im perial­
ism ”. No doubt the same slander 
w ill be repeated now. B ut the m ili­
tants w ill not be deceived: the real 
united fron t is the one made by S talin  
w ith  the foreign offices of the world 
to make Trotsky a  perpetual prisoner 
in  Prinkipo.

Start Hunger March 
O n  Washington

United Front Can Bring Huge Movement
W ith  the heartening example o f the 

tens o f thousands o f unemployed massses 
who recently pu t the fea r o f th e ir power 
in to  the hearts o f the B r it is h  ru lin g  class 
by th e ir  m ilita n t m arch on Parliam ent 
in  London, arrangements are now being 
made fo r  a na tiona l Hunger M arch on 
the cap ita l o f the United States, W ash­
ington, where thousands o f representa­
tives o f the ca llously ignored interests 
of the th irteen m illio n  o r more unem­
ployed in th is  country w i l l  greet the fina l 
session o f the “ lame duck”  session o f 
both houses o f Congress w ith  th e ir  de­
mands. I t  is the “ h is to ric  session”  
where the fathers o f the country are 
even now prom ising to a llev ia te  the in ­
tense, unspeakable m isery o f the masses 
b y . . . a  re tu rn  to  legalized beer. T h is  is 
the manner in  w h ich the cap ita lis t po l­
itic ians  o f both W a ll S treet parties plan 
to in te rp re t the discontentm ent of the 
cris is -to rn  masses voiced in  the recent 
elections.

The na tiona l H unger M arch is sched­
uled to reach W ashington on December 5. 
Delegations o f workers elected from  va r­
ious w ork ing  class organizations and 
conferences are already on th e ir  way 
fro m  the more d is tan t sections o f the 
AVest fo r  th e ir  trek  to the capita l. The 
reports already indica te th a t every im ­
po rtan t center w i l l  be represented in  the 
arm y o f hungry  and ragged who w i l l  
present themselves to  the well-fed Con-

Scottsboro—W h at Now?
Supreme Court Evades Issue—Workers Must Unite Forces
The decision o f the U n ited States 

Supreme Court reversing the decision of 
the low er courts and ordering new tr ia ls  
fo r  seven o f the Scottsboro boys has been 
ju s tly  ha iled th roughout the w o rld  as a 
v ic to ry  fo r  the victim s, the entire  w o rk ­
ing  class and the figh ting  methods and 
prestige o f Communism. W hat d id  the 
Supreme C ourt ac tua lly  decide and w hat 
is the significance o f its  decision fo r  the 
w o rk ing  class?

I t  m ust be remembered th a t the nine 
Scottsboro boys were fram ed on the fake 
charge of rap ing tw o notorious p ro s ti­
tutes, rushed through a fa rc ia l court 
procedure surrounded by a how ling  lynch 
mob and condemned to  death before they 
had tim e to  draw  th e ir breaths, so to 
speak. T h is  legal burlesque is no t un­
usual in  the South. I t  is the “ jus tice ”  
meted ou t to our Negro class brothers. 
T ha t is th e ir  share o f democracy in  the 
Republic, when the tige r deigns to  play 
w ith  its  v ictim s. Le t a Negro fa rm  
laborer demand his wages— he is physi­
ca lly assaulted by his w h ite  boss; i f  he 
resists he is accused o f rape and he 
is lynched. In  its  more m erc ifu l mo­
ments capita lism  puts h im  through the 
paces o f a masque w h ich  i t  calls a t r ia l  
— before disposing o f him.

Communists Prevented Lynching

O nly the prom pt and courageous ac­
tion  o f the I.  L. I). and the Communist 
party, in  the face o f a hurricane o f 
vented a rou tine  legal lynching. B u t 
the I .  L. D. and the C. P. d id  more 
than merely provide a legal defense. 
They began to  m obilize tens o f thousands 
o f workers, b lack and white , to  demand 
the unconditiona l freedom o f the nine 
boys. The Communists succeeded on the 
scale o f the demonstrations and w ith in  
the lim its  o f th is  issue, in  un itin g  the 
black and w h ite  workers. T h a t is one 
o f the happiest aspects of th is  s trug­
gle fo r  the lives o f nne members of our 
class. I t  is a long step fo rw a rd  tow ard 
the un ity  o f the tw o  races which is in ­
dispensable to  the successful ris in g  o f

the Am erican jiro le ta r ia t.
The movement set a foot in  th is  coun­

try  found its  echo abroad under the 
stim ulus of the In te rn a tio n a l Red A id . 
Thousands o f workers in  the capita ls o f 
Europe demonstrated outside the con­
sulates of the Am erican cap ita lis t eolus- 
sus. In  Chemnitz workers were shot 
down. Elsewhere police batons conduct­
ed an orchestra o f cap ita lis t repression 
against the in te rna tiona l p ro le ta ria t. 
The m other of one o f the boys was 
hounded from  France’s vassal states. 
Meetings arranged to hear her s to ry  o f 
the Republic's savage democracy were 
forbidden. The secretary o f state s tre tch­
ed fo r th  a long hand to stay the tide 
of w o rk ing  class protest. L ike  K in g  
Canute o f old who tr ie d  to stay the tide  
he fa iled .

The Supreme C ourt decision is  a re­
cognition o f th is  fac t. I t  is a concession 
to the mass protest. In  th is  sense i t  is 
a f irs t  v ic tory. B u t a t the same tim e 
i t  is  a warn ing. The Supreme Court did 
not decide th a t the boys are innocent. 
I t  ca re fu lly  avoided tak in g  up th is  
aspect o f the case.

T ile Supreme Court Decision
The tex t o f the decision states three 

grounds on which the low er courts ’ ver­
dicts were appealed; they were not given 
a fa ir ,  im p a rtia l and de liberate t r ia l !  
(2 ) they were denied the r ig h t  o f coun­
sel, w ith  the accustomed incidents of 
consultation and op po rtun ity  o f prepara­
tion  fo r  t r ia l ,  and (3) they were tr ie d  
before ju rie s  from  which qualified mem­
bers o f th e ir  own race were system atic­
a lly  excluded.”

(Continued on page 2)

gressmen and Senators who foregather 
to legislate fo r  the ru lin g  class o f the 
country. T h a t the la tte r  are already 
g rea tly  d isturbed a t the poss ib ility  o f 
the London events being repeated in  
W ashington, is revealed by the officia l 
and unoffic ia l ins tructions em anating 
from  the cap ita l and those sent to  the 
various state and m unicipa l au thorities, 
urg ing them to do everyth ing to discour­
age and hinder workers from  po in ting  in  
the march. In  W ashington itse lf, d is­
patches relate, the au tho rities  w i l l  under 
no condition house and feed the m arch­
ers. B u t the lash of hunger and m isery 
is d riv in g  too many workers to m ilita n t 
action fo r  the Hunger M arch to  be de­
feated by rules or regulations o r threats 
or ca jo lery. N o t even the provocation 
th a t the government w i l l  undoubtedly 
undertake du ring  the course o f the m arch 
and a t W ashington proper, w i l l  succeed 
in  e lim ina ting  the enormous significance 
o f th is  organized dem onstration of Am ­
erica’s jobless fo r  th e ir demands.

W ith  the tim e s t i l l  le f t  fo r  the March, 
i t  is not only possible, bu t im perative, 
to draw  in to  the movement the w idest 
conceivable sections of the p ro le ta ria t 
and its  organizations. The recently fo rm ­
ed un ited fro n t in  Chicago— not consti­
tuted according to the absurd and ster­
ile  fo rm u la  of “ un ited f ro n t fro m  be­
lo w ” — is an example o f how pow erfu l is  
the urge among the workers fo r  united 
ranks and un ited action, o f the loud 
and long-lasting echo which a genuine 
appeal fo r  a un ited fro n t o f a ll w o rk ing  
class organizations w i l l  awaken in  the 
masses. The Communists, who are in  
the fo re fro n t o f the present movement, 
cannot confine th is  po licy to  Chicago, 
w h ile  a t the same tim e  pursu ing an 
opposite— and isolated—course th rough­
out the rest o f the land. The fo rm ation  
of such a un ited fron t, on an even w ider 
basis, in  every pa rt o f the country— a 
step w h ich we of the L e ft  Opposition 
have persistently defended from  the very 
beginning— is an urgent pre-requisite fo r  
such a successful movement as w i l l  rea lly  
shake the cynical f r ig id ity  o f the bour­
geoisie towards the unemployed and th e ir  
problems. Such a un ited fro n t in  the pre­
sent Hunger M arch w ill,  by itse lf, la y  
the foundation fo r  a pow erfu l unem­
ployed movement a fte r  the M arch is 
over, one which w i l l  be able to  continue 
on a more extensive field the struggle 
o f the m illion-headed arm y o f jobless.

The comrades o f the L e ft Opposition 
w il l  take th e ir  place in  the ranks o f the 
m arch ing m ilita n ts  and render the move­
ment every possible assistance a t th e ir  
command. In  the movement itse lf, we 
w i l l  raise the demands which in  add ition  
to those advanced by the offic ia l pa rty  
— $50 w in te r federal re lie f fo r  each fam-' 
i ly  and unemployment insurance a t the 
expense o f the government and employ­
ers— are a necessary p a rt o f the w o rk­
ers’ demands. Especia lly appropria te in  
W ashington is the demand fo r  long-term  
credits to the Soviet Union and its  re ­
cognition by the Am erican government, 
as w e ll as the demand fo r  the s ix -hou r 
day and five-day week w ith o u t reduc­
tion  in  pay.

In  any case, the L e ft Opposition and 
its  supporters stand elbow to  elbow w ith  
the m ilita n ts  who are advancing to  
W ashington in  an imposing p o lit ic a l de­
m onstra tion o f th e ir  demands before the 
federal representatives o f the thieves o f 
W a ll Street.
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Soviet Economy in Danger
The Situation on the Eve of the Second Five Year Plan

(Continued from  la s t issue)
B u t the results obtained, no m atter 

how im posing i f  taken by themselves—  
even i f  considered from  the bald quan­
t ita t iv e  veiwpo in t— are fa r  short of 
those sketched in  the plan.

The ou tpu t o f coal is m ainta ined a t 
present on the level o f la s t year, there­
fo re  i t  has fa r  from  reached the plan 
figures set fo r  the th ird  year o f the F ive 
Year Plan. “ The Donbas lags behind a t 
the ta ilend o f the most backward branch­
es o f Soviet in du s try ” , complains Pravda. 
“ The tension in  the fue l balance is on 
the increase,”  echoes fo r the Industria l­
ization (October 8, 1932).

In  1931 there were produced 4.9 m il­
lion  tons o f cast iro n  instead o f 7.9 
m illio n  set by the p la n ; 5.3 m illio n  tons 
o f steel instead o f the 8.8 m il l io n ; and 
f in a lly  4 m illio n  tons o f ro lled  steel in ­
stead o f 6.7 m illio n . In  comparison 
w ith  1930 th is  signfies a fa ll in g  off in  
cast iro n  o f 2 percen t; in  steel o f 6

percen t; in  ro lled  steel o f 10 percent.
F o r 9 months o f 1932 there were pro­

duced 4.5 m illio n  tons o f cast iron , 4.1 
m illio n  tons o f steel, 3.5 m illio n  tons 
o f ro lled  stock. A longside o f the con­
siderable rise in  the ou tput o f iro n  (new 
b last-fu rnaces!)  the production o f steel 
and ro lled  steel in  the current year re ­
mains approxim ately on the level o f last 
year. F rom  the view poin t o f the general 
tasks o f the in du s tria liza tion  w hat de­
cides, o f course, is no t the raw  iro n  bu t 
the ro lled  stock and steel.

Side by side w ith  these quan titive  re­
sults, w h ich Economic L ife  characterizes 
as “ shocking lapses”  there are |to be 
placed extrem ely unfavorable and, be­
cause o f th e ir  consequences, much more 
dangerous lapses in  qua lity . Follow ing 
the special economic press, Pravda open-, 
ly  confesses th a t in  heavy m e ta llu rg y  
‘“ the s itua tion  as regards the indices o f 
qu a lity  is  im perm issible .”  “ The defec- 

( Continued on page 2)
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The Expulsion of Zinoviev
The Lessons of the Second Expulsion of the Capitulators

W ith  a ll h is a g ita tio na l rad ica lism , 
Z inoviev always pulled up short before 
the actua l inferences' of p o lit ic a l fo r  
muiae. F ig h tin g  against S ta lin is t po lic­
ies in  China, Z inoviev opposed to  the 
end the n e a k  o f the Communist pa rty  
w ith  the K uo M in  Tang. Exposing S ta l­
in ’s a lliance w ith  l'u rc e ll and C itrine , 
Zinoviev was poised irreso lu te ly  hefoie 
the s p lit w ith  the Ang lo-ltussian Com­
m ittee. Jo in ing  in  the strugg le against 
T herm idoriun  tendencies, he took a vow 
beforehand: in  no case to bring m atters 
to a p itch  o f facing expulsion fro m  the 
party. In  th is  s p ir it  o f going f ity - f ifty  
there was ingra ined his inev itab le  down- 
a ll. "E ve ry th ing , except S ta lin ism  
w ith in  those lim its  tha t would be per­
m itted  by S talin.

A fte r  th e ir  cap itu la tion , Z inoviev and 
Kamenev did  absolutely everyth ing they 
could in  order to restore the confidence 
of the ru lin g  clique in  themselves and 
in  order to  be assim ilated in to  the official 
m ilieu . Z inoviev made his peace w ith  
the theory of Socialism  in  one country, 
and once again exposed "Trotskyism ,” 
and even made attem pts to burn  in ­
cense to S ta lin  personally. Noth ing he lp­
ed. The cap itu la to rs  suffered, shut up, 
and waited. And w ith  a ll th a t they s t i l l  
did no t succeed in  hanging on to cele­
bra te the f if th  anniversary of th e ir own 
c a p itu la t io n ; i t  seems th a t they were 
involved in a "conspiracy” , and there­
fo re  were expelled from  the party , per­
haps to be deported o r exiled.

W hat is astounding is  th a t Zinoviev 
and Kamenev got i t  in  the neck not fo r 
th e ir  own cause and not under th e ir  own 
banner. The warp o f the lis t  o f those 
expelled according to the decision of 
October Oth, consists of o u trig h t R ights, 
i. e., the fo llow ers o f Rykov-Bucharin- 
Tom sky. Does i t  mean tha t L e ft  Cen­
tr ism  has unified w ith  R igh t Centrism  
against the bureaucratic core? L e t us 
not rush to conclusions.

The most eminent names in  the lis t, 
a fte r Z inoviev and Kamenev, are those 
o f Uglanov and R iu tin , tw o form er mem­
bers of the C. E. C. Uglanov, as the gen­
era l secretary o f the Moscow Committee 
and R iu tin , as the head o f the A g it 
prop, were in  charge in  the cap ita l of 
the strugg le against the L e ft Opposition, 
clearing every corner and by path o f 
T ro tsky ism  in  1920-11)27. They raised a 
p a rtic u la r ly  venomous hue and cry a fte r 
Z inoviev and Kamenev as the “ tra ito rs ” 
to  the ru lin g  faction. When Uglanov 
and R iu tin , as a consequence o f the S ta l­
in is t  zigzag to the L e ft, tu rned out to 
be the chief p ractica l organizers of the 
R ig h t Opposition, a ll the offic ia l artic les 
and speeches harped on one and the 
same note, "No one can deny the great 
service rendered by Uglanov and R iu tin  
in  the strugg le against T ro ts k y is m ; but 
th e ir  p la tfo rm  nevertheless is th a t of 
ku laks and bourgeois-libera ls.”  The 
S ta lin is ts  pretend th a t they are in  aware 
th a t i t  was on account o f ju s t th is  p ro­
gram  th a t the struggle had taken place. 
As then, so now on ly the R ights and 
the Le fts  had i>ositions based on p r in ­
ciple. The S ta lin is ts  th rived  on the sops 
from  the one and the other.

As early  as 1928, Uglanov and R iu tin  
began to assert tha t the L e ft Opposition 
turned out to be correct in  its  stand on 
the question of the pa rty  regime—th is  
acknowledged is a ll the more ins truc­
tive  since none could boast o f such suc­
cesses in  im p lan ting  the S ta lin is t regime 
as Uglanov and R iu tin . However, “ sol­
id a r ity ”  on the question of pa rty  dem­
ocracy cannot soften the heart o f the 
L e ft Opposition in  its  re la tion  to the 
R ight. P a rty  democracy is not an abs­
tra c t id e a l; least o f a ll, is i t  predestined 
to serve as a screen fo r  T herm idorian  
tendencies. And in  the meantime, Ug la­
nov and R utin , at least in  those years, 
represented the most out and ou t Ther­
m idorian w ing in  the camp o f the R ights.

Am ong the pa rtic ipa to rs  in  the con­
spiracy, the C. E. C. lis ts  other lead­
ing R ights, like  Hlepkov and Maretsky, 
Red professors o f the B ucharin  School, 
directors o f the Komsomol and Pravda, 
instiga tors of many program m atic reso­
lu tions of the C. E. C. and authors of 
countless artic les and brochures against 
“T ro tsky ism ” .

On the proscribed lis t  there are to be 
found Ptashny and Gorelov w ith  a nota­
tio n  o f th e ir  fo rm er adherence to the 
“ T ro tsky is t O pposition” . We have no 
means o f judg ing  whether the m atter 
concerns here two very l i t t le  known L e ft 
cap itu la tors, who subsequently th rew  in  
th e ir lo t w ith  the R ights, o r whether we 
have before us a fa ls ifica tio n  in  order 
to foo l the party. The fo rm er is by no 
means excluded, but in  a l l p robab ility  
ne ither is the la tte r.

In  the summary o f the partic ipants, 
the chief leaders of the R igh t Opposi- 
ton are conspicuously absent. Cables to 
the bourgeois papers report th a t Buch­
a rin  “ has completely reestablished his 
pa rty  position”  and is apparently slated 
fo r  the Narkom pros in  place o f Bubnov, 
who is being transfe rred to the G. P. U . ; 
as fo r Rykov, he is once again in  favor, 
makes speeches over the radio, etc. The 
fa c t th a t in  the lis t  o f “ the conspirators”  
there is ne ither R ykov nor B ucharin  nor 
Tom sky rea lly  does make plausible some 
tem porary bureaucratic indulgences in  
favo r o f the form er leaders of the R igh t 
Opposition. B u t o f th e ir  being reestab 
lished in  the ir old positions in  the party, 
there cannot be the s lightest considera

The group as a whole is accused o f 
an attem pt to  create “ a bourgeois ku lak  
organ ization in  order to restore capital- 
is in  in  the U.S.S.R. and the ku lak , in  
p a rtic u la r.”  An amazing fo rm u la tio n ! 
A n organ ization to restore “ captia lism  
and the ku lak, in  particu lar ( ! ) ” . Th is 
“ p a r tic u la r ity ”  gives aw ay the whole, 
o r a t leafct h in ts  a t it .  There is no de- 
a ting  th a t some o f those expelled, like  

Slepkov and M aretsky, in the period of

the struggle against “ T ro tsky ism ”  devel 
oped, a fte r the manner of th e ir teacher 
Bucharin, the idea o f “ the k u la k ’s g row ­
ing in to  socialism ” . W ha t stand they 
have taken since th a t tim e, we do not 
know. B u t i t  is qu ite possible th a t th e ir 
present g u ilt  consists not so much in  
th e ir desire to “ restore”  the ku la k  as 
in  th e ir  fa ilu re  to recognize S ta lin ’s 
v ictories in  the sphere o f " liq u id a tio n  of 
the ku la k  as a class” .

However, w ha t is the re la tion  o f Z in ­
oviev and Kamenev to the program  of 
■‘irestoring cap ita lism ” ? The Soviet 
press in fo rm s us about the fo llo w in g  as 
regards to  th e ir p a rtic ip a tion  in  the 
crime, “ K now ing o f the ocunter-revolu- 
tionary  documents tha t were being c ir ­
culated, instead o f im m ediate ly exposing 
the agents o f the K u la k  agencies, they 
pre ferred to de liberate over th is  docu­
ment (? ) and by th is  act alone, they 
placed themselves as the d irec t accom­
plices o f the an ti-pa rty , counter-revolu­
tiona ry  group.”  So, Z inoviev and Kam- 
eenv "p re fe rred  to  deliberate over the 
document”  instead of “im m ediately ex­
posing”  it .  The accusers do not even 
dare to asert th a t Z inoviev and Kamenev 
were en tire ly  beyond considering its  "ex­
posure” . No, th e ir crim e consisted in  
th e ir “ p re fe rrin g  to deliberate”  before 
"exposing” . Where, how and w ith  whom 
did they deliberate? Had th i3  occurred 
du ring  a secret session o f the R igh t o r­
ganization, the accusers would not have 
fa ile d  to in fo rm  us about it .  Obviously, 
Z inoviev and Kamenev “ pre ferred to de­
libera te”  w ith  th e ir  own fo u r eyes and 
w ith in  th e ir  own fo u r wa lls. As a re ­
s u lt o f th e ir  de libera tion , d id  they ex­
press th e ir  sym pathy fo r  the p la tfo rm  
o f the R ights. I f  there was even the 
slig test h in t in  the m atter about such a 
sympathy, we would have been to ld 
about i t  in  the decision. Silence on the 
m atte r testifies to the c o n tra ry ; Zinoviev 
and Kamenev, obviously, subjected the 
p la tfo rm  to c ritic ism  instead of imme­
d ia te ly  r in g in g  up Yaroda. B u t in  view 
o f the fac t th a t they nevertheless did 
not telephone, Pravda feels i t  ju s tified  to 
ascribe to them th is  concept, “ The en­
emy o f my enemy is— my friend .”

The coarse s tra in  o f the accusation 
against Zinoviev-Kam enev makes i t  pos­
sible fo r us to conclude w ith  assurance 
tha t blow was d irect against them, and 
p rh n a rly  them. Not because they evinced 
some po litica l a c tiv ity  du ring  the last 
period. We know noth ing about it ,  and 
w hat is more in q w rtu n t the C. E. C. 
knows noth ing about e ither, as is 
evident fro m  the decree. B u t the 
objective po litica l s itua tion  has become 
so much worse as to make i t  impossible 
fo r S ta lin  to to le rate any longer legal 
candidates fo r  leadershijr in  the composi­
tion  of th is  o r the other Opposition group.

The S ta lin is t bureaucracy, o f course, 
has long since been aware th a t Z in ­
oviev and Kamenev whom i t  had spurn­
ed were very much “ interested”  in  the 
opposition ist trends w ith in  the pa rty  
and were reading a ll sorts o f documents 
tha t were not destined fo r Yagoda. In  
1928, Kamenev even carried  on secret 
negotiations w ith  B ucharin  reagrd ing the 
possib ility  o f a bloc. Records o f these 
negotiations were published a t the tim e 
by the L e ft Opposition. The S talin ists, 
however, could not decide upon expelling 
Z inoviev and Kamenev. They did  not 
w ish to compromise themselves by new 
scandals o f repressions unless there was 
urgent necessity. The period o f economic 
succeses was then being inaugurated, in  
pa rt actual, in  p a rt fic titious. Z inoviev 
and Kamenev did not appear to be imme­
d ia te ly  dangerous. — L. TRO TSKY.

Chicago Le ft Greets United Front
(Continued from  page 1) 

ited  fro n t be m ainta ined to ca rry  out 
its  great task.

The Conference must see to i t  th a t 
there is no v a c illa tio n  in  the struggle on 
the p a rt o f the leaders. The workers 
m ust prevent any organ ization from  w ith ­
d raw ing  from  the conference. We realize 
the s tra in  o f re lations, the provocations 
th a t ex is t in  such a gathering. B u t i f  
an effective movement is to exist and 
be successful, i t  is iecessary th a t no dis­
in tegra tion  be perm itted. The C onfer­
ence m ust be m ilita n t. I t  m ust re ject 
any proposal o f a reactionary character. 
I t  must re ject any proposal or action 
th a t w i l l  weaken, n u lli fy  and destroy the 
beginnings already made.

The L e ft Opposition has fo r  a long 
tim e fought fo r  a correct un ited fro n t 
policy. One of the main obstacles has 
been the erroneous inonception Of the 
Communist pa rty  on the united fron t. 
Namely, th e ir  advocacy o f the “ united 
fro n t from  below” . We therefore, w e l­
come th e ir charge tow ard the correct 
policy which w i l l  b ring  la rger masses 
of wokers together in  a united struggle 
fo r  a specific aim. The success o f the 
present conference proves th a t its  pre­
vious po licy was narrow  and sectarian 
and succeeded in  b ring ing  together only 
the Communist p a rty  and its  organiza­
tions. W ith  the p a rtic ip a tion  o f the 
Communist party , the conference should 
have great strength and m ilitancy.

Role of Socialist P arty
The L e ft Opposition is w e ll aware o f 

the ro le th a t the Socialist, p a rty  and 
its  leaders have played in  the strugg le 
o f the workers. The Socialist pa rty  
leaders w i l l  never enter a un ited  fro n t

fro n t movement, they vacilla te , re treat, 
threaten and in  the end pursue a course 
o f be traying the interests o f the workers. 
The workers in  the ranks o f the Socialist 
pa rty  m ust resist any s p lit t in g  tactics 
on the p a rt o f th e ir  leaders. T h is  applies 
too fo r  a ll other re fo rm is t and labor 
groups in  the conference.

We w ant to re ite ra te : the in terests of 
a ll workers, unemployed and employed, 
in  spite of everyth ing, rests in m a in ta in ­
ing the present un ited fro n t conference, 
and in  com pleting its  work.

Chicago W o rke rs ! F ig h t fo r  im m edi­
ate re lie f fo r  A L L  unemployed workers. 
F ig h t fo r  the 6 hour day and the 5 day 
week w ith  no reduction in  pay. F ig h t 
fo r  Social Insurance. Demand the ex­
tension of credits and the recognition of 
the Soviet Union.
M A IN T A IN  T H E  U N IT E D  FR O N T !

The Chicago Branch o f the 
Communist League of 

Am erica (O pposition).

G R EEK  BA NQ UET A  SUCCESS
The banquet fo r  the benefit o f the 

recently organized Greek w orkers ’ club, 
PRO TO M AG IA, held las t Saturday a t 
our Center, turned out to  be a splendid 
success from  the po in t o f view  o f a t­
tendance as w e ll as the s p ir it  shown 
by those who gathered there. The col­
lection amounted to more than $33. Many 
members o f the S ta lin is t Club, S P A R -1 
TACUS were present and demanded a 
debate o f the disputed questions, w h ich ' 
we g lad ly  accepted. A lthough  we gavej 
more than enough o f the floor to o u r op-j 
ponents, they declined a fo rm a l debate! 
before a m ixed audience. Comrades a re 1

Scottsboro—W hat Now?

swelling the ranks of the newly-form ed 
unless i t  is by tremendous pressure from  I club which is soon to obtain its  own 
th e ir rank and file. Once in  a un ited headquarters in  the Greek neighborhood.

(Continued from  page 1)
The te x t goes on to  s a y : “ The only 

one o f the assignments which we sha ll 
consider is the second— ; and i t  becomes 
unnecessary to discuss the facts o f the 
ease or the circumstances surround ing 
the prosecution— ” . Cowardly decis ion! !  
To deal w ith  the other tw o would b ring  
these ju d ic a l fossils face to face w ith  the 
rea l issues in  the case. They would have 
to com m it the Supreme Court and through 
i t  the cap ita lis t class to an o u trig h t re ­
actionary position resu lting  in  the dis- 
creditm ent of th is  most sacred o f the 
in s titu tio n s  o f the cap ita lis t class before 
the w ork ing  class.

Or i t  would have had to decide in  favo r 
of the v ic tim s w hich would tremendously 
increase the prestige o f Communism and 
w o rk ing  class a c tiv ity  generally. The 
only road i t  could “ sa fe ly”  take a t the 
moment was the m iddle road o f qu ibb l­
ing over legal technicalities. T h is  i t  
does most elegantly. I t  makes a parade 
o f the learned justices ’ e ru d it io n ; i t  
traces a devious course th rough certain 
aspects o f the h is to ry  o f Am erican la w ; 
i t  juggles w ith  defin itions in  and amend- 
metns to  the I T .  S. C onstitution. And i t  
arrives a t the conclusion so obvious to 
a l l th a t the boys were not represented 
by counsel in  the courtroom  a t Scotts­
boro.

The libera ls  are s inging a hym n o f 
praise to  Am erican ins titu tions . They 
say tha t the C ourt has redeemed the 
prestige o f capita lism . They pra te elo­
quently of jus tice  and fairness and fa ir  
play. They are confused to the roots of 
th e ir th ink ing . And they are sowing con­
fusion w ith  a prod iga l hand. The cap i­
ta lis t press is open wide to them now 
fo r  th is  purpose. They arc serving capi­
ta lism  well.

Soviet Economy in Danger
(Continued from  page 1) 

tive  products eat up the steel tha t is up 
to qu a lity .”  “ The technical coefficients 
in  the use o f the equipment are tak ing  
a sharp tu rn  fo r  the worse.”  "The cost 
o f production o f commodities is ris ing  
sharply.”  Two figures w i l l  suffice: in  
1931 a ton o f iro n  cost 35 roub les; in  
the firs t h a lf of the cu rre n t year the 
cost cae to GO roubles.

In  1929-1930, 47 thousand tons of cop­
per were sm elted; in  1931, 48 thousand 
tons, one-third o f the am ount set by the 
plan. For the curren t year the plan has 
been lowered to 90 thousand tons but 
fo r  the firs t 8 onths less than 30 thou­
sand tons have been smelted. W hat th is  
means in  the m anufacture of machines in  
general and o f electro technical equip­
ment in  pa rticu la r, requires no commen­
taries.

In  the sphere o f e lectrifica tion, w ith  
a ll its  successes, there is considerable 
lagging beh ind ; the power plants in  A u ­
gust delivered 71 percent o f the energy 
they were supposed to develop. For til 
Industrializaton w rites  about “ the in ­
ept, il l ite ra te  and the uncultu red exp lo i­
ta tion  of the erected power stations.”  
Great d ifficu lties are being threatened in 
the w in te r in  the sphere o f power p ro­
duction. They have already begun in  
the Moscow and Leningrad regions.

The lig h t indus try  which lagged ex­
cessively behind the plan last year, 
showed a rise in  the lis r t  h a lf o f the 
current year o f 16 percent but in  the 
th ird  quarter i t  fe ll below the figures of 
last year. The in du s try  prov id ing food­
stuffs occupies the las t place. The sup­
plem entary production o f products fo r 
mass consumption whch are supplied by 
the plants o f heavy industries compose 
fo r  the e ight months only 35 percent o f 
the yearly  stipu la tion . I t  is not possi­

ble a t present to estimate w hat pa rt o f 
th is  mass o f commodities th a t are im ­
provised in  a hu rry , rea lly  meets the re­
quirements o f the m arket.

The factories are supplied w ith  coal 
and raw  m ateria l by means o f bursts 
o f te legram -lightn ings. The industry , as 
Economic L ife  puts it ,  “ sits on lig h tn in g .”  
B u t even bolts o f lig h tn in g  cannot de­
live r what does no t exist.

Coal, h a s tily  m ined and po rly  sorted, 
hampers the operation o f coke producing 
enterprises. Excessively h igh content of 
m oisture and cinders in  the coke not only 
reduces the q u an tity  o f produced m etal 
by m illions o f tons but alsol owers its  
qua lity . Machines of poor m etal pro­
duce in fe r io r  products, resu lt in  break­
downs, force in a c tiv ity  upon the w o rk ing  
hands, and deteriorate rap id ly .

In  the Urals, the paper apprize us, 
"the  blast-furnaces are in feve r” , because 
o f inadequate supply of fue l they are 
allowed to cool down rom  3 days to 
20 days. Here is a cirm ustance illu m in ­
a ting  to the highest degree: the m etal­
lu rg ica l plants in  the U ra ls  had th e ir  own 
horse convoys fo r  the transporta tion  o f 
fu e l; in  February of th is  year the horses 
numbered 27,000, the number' fe ll in  
Ju ly  to  14,000; and in  September to 
4,000. The reason fo r  i t  is lack o f fod ­
der.

Pravda characterizes in  the fo llow ing  
manner the condition o the S talingrad 
trac to r fac to ry  in  w h ich  the quan tity  o f 
annual castings fe ll fro m  250 to  140 
tons (quey-thousads?) “ The equipment, 
due to the absence o f rud im entary and 
constant technical sup e rv is ion ...  .has ex­
cessively deteriorated.”  “ Defective p ro­
ducts have become as high as 35 percent. 
“ The en tire  mechanism o f the corpora- 
tion  is w a llow ing  in  d ir t . ”  “ In  the 
foundries there is never a thought o f

the next day.”  “ Methods o f ha nd ic ra ft 
are swamping continuous be lt produc­
tion .”

W hy is production lowered in  lig h t  
m eta llu rgy in  the face o f collosal invest­
ments? Because, replies Pravda, “ the 
separate branches o f a single combine 
are not coordinated w ith  one another in 
th e ir  capacity.”  And in  the meantime 
the task o f coordinating branches has 
been solved by ca p ita lis t technology. And 
how much more and d ifficu lt is the ques­
tion  o f in te rcoord ination  independent 
enterprises and entire  branches o f indus­
try  !

“ The cement fac to ry  in  Podolsk is in  
dangerous s tra its ” , w rites  F o r the Indus­
tr ia liz a t io n : In  the firs t h a lf year the 
production program was fu lf il le d  aopro- 
x im a te ly  GO percent, in  the las t months 
the fu lf il lm e n t dropped to 40 p e rce n t... 
The basic costs are tw ice  as high as 
those set by the plan.”  The character­
istics cited above apply in  various de­
grees to the y n t ire  present industry.

(To Be Continued)
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Auspices: Friends o f the M ilita n t Club

U n fo rtuna te ly  a great many workers 
fa l l  fo r  th is  stuff. They have seen
Hoover in  action. They are fa m ilia r
w ith  the peaceful na ture o f th e ir  local 
cap ita lis t ins titu tions. B u t they s t i l l  
have fa ith  in  th a t solemn and august body 
o f men who are chosen solely fo r th e ir 
m e rit to s it  in  judgm ent on the laws 
enacted by congress and the states. To 
the extent th a t they believe th is  they 
w i l l  tu rn  a deaf ear to the Communist 
analysis o f th is  decision and re jec t the 
p a rty ’s ca ll to action.

There is a grow ing number of class 
conscious workers who w i l l  not be fooled 
by th is  dubious maneuver o f a cap ita lis t 
class made cautious by a r is in g  tide  of 
w o rk ing  class protest. They w i l l  under­
stand th a t the Supreme C ourt is a bu l­
w ark against any ' l e f t ”  deviations by 
leg is la tive  and executive branches o f the 
government. They w i l l  see c learly  tha t 
the ba ttle  m ust s t i l l  be fought to its  con­
clusion by the same figh ting  methods 
which have already resulted in  one vic­
to ry . Encouraged by th is  v ic to ry  they 
w i l l  nevertheless see c learly  the danger 
jo in ts  ahead. They w i l l  remember th a t 
the re tr ia l is scheduled fo r  the same 
court under the same judge who firs t 
sentenced them to  death. Th is w i l l  s ig­
n ify  to  them  the necessity fo r  an even 
greater protest movement on the p a rt of 
a un ited  w ork ing class.

For A Broad Movement!
These workers w i l l  look to the pa rty  

to  bu ild  and organize th is  movement. In  
th is  o rien ta tion  they w il l  be correct. The 
v ic to ry  the pa rty  has already won gives 
i t  th is  r ig h t. Upon the basis o f the move­
ment already b u ilt  the pa rty  w i l l  have 
to bu ild  a broad protest movement em­
bracing the en tire  w o rk ing  class. The 
pa rty  must issue the c a ll to b u ild  th is  
movement. To date the pa rty  press con­
fines itse lf to ag ita tion . Th is is correct. 
B u t i t  is not enough.

The pa rty  must issue a ca ll fo r  un ited 
fro n t conferences. The prestige i t  has 
won w i l l  give i t  the en try  in to  organ i­
zations and a hearing before s tra ta  o f 
the class which would otherwise be in ­
d iffe ren t to its  appeal. W orkers imbued 
w ith  confidence in  the pa rty  because o f 
its  f ig h t and its  f irs t v ic to ry  w i l l  answer 
th is  call.

The un ited fron ts  m ust be genuine. 
They m ust be permeated w ith  the s p ir it  
o f w ork ing class democracy. No mechan­
ica l c o n tro l! The workers suffering fro m  
the s tiflin g  con tro l o f the A. F. o f L. 
bureaucracy w i l l  not stand fo r i t  here. 
And conversely th is  is the opportun ity  
par excellence fo r  the Communists to 
teach the workers w hat w o rk ing  class 
democracy re a lly  is. Le t a ll pa rtic ipa te  
and have freedom of discussion. W hat 
should the pa rty  fear? T im e and the 
class strugg le has given i t  the firm est 
position. To w o rk !

— T. STAMM.

C H E N  D U -H S IU
(Continued from  page 1)

Chen and the o ther m ilita n ts  arrested 
w ith  him. Up to now, the In te rn a tio n a l 
Red A id  and its  Am erican section, the 
In te rn a tion a l Labor Defense, have pre­
served a h o rrib le  silence on the case. 
I t  is im perative tha t a genuine mass p ro­
test be made in  th is  and o ther countries 
so th a t the hankmen of th;e Chinese 
p ro le ta ria t and peasantry may know th a t 
they cannot tu rn  our comrades over to 
the executioner! Le t every class con­
scious w orker voice his elem entary sol­
id a r ity  w ith  the prisoners by acting im ­
m ediately, before i t  is too late. Raise 
the question o f the Chinese comrades In 
every labor organization. Demand th a t 
the D a ily  W orker, the p a rty  as a whole, 
and the I .  L. D. commence a campaign 
fo r  the endangered re vo lu tio n is ts !
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in to  m otion elements o f new m ilitancy
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The Left Opposition Breaks Ground 
in the Pittsburgh District

P ITTS B U R G H .—
Conditions of the w ork ing  class in  th is  

most h igh ly  industria lized section of the 
country represent w hat most nearly  ap­
proaches a cross-section o f p ro le ta rian  
li fe  in  the country as a whole. More 
than 100,000 jobless f i l l  the narrow , 
w inding, f ilth y  streets o f P ittsburgh. 
Every day bears witness to  new scenes 
of th e ir  m isery. The fu rn itu re  o f evict­
ed fam ilies , blocks the sidewalks of the 
pro le ta rian  quarters and the press con­
ta ins fu l l  pages of eviction notices, fo re ­
closures and legal action against the 
workers from  day to day.

The u tte r ly  p rostra te  and dejected 
among the unemployed, those who cannot 
find even the doub tfu l refuge o f re la ­
tives and friends, flock to Father Cox’s 
Shantytown! there exists no greater 
repulsive and more disgusting a p ic tu re  
o f squalor. The good “ F a the r”  preaches 
meekness and bids the unemployed aw a it 
better' times w ith  the pres identia l in ­
cumbency o f his recent r iv a l and present 
endorsee, the A stor Raskob man— F rank­
lin  Roosevelt. In  the meantime the in ­
hab itan t of the reverend F a the r’s Roos- 
eve ltv ille  spends h is tim e in  p r im itiv e  
hand icrafts, leads a li fe  th a t resembles 
more th a t of the feudal s e rf than th a t 
o f the tw en tie th  century machine-age- 
man.

The Workshop of the W orld— at 
One-Third Capacity

Conditions among the workers s t i l l  a t 
w o rk— so to speak— are even worse.
Steel workers a t the m ills  are lucky  i f  
they have three day’s labor a month. 
B u t th a t is no t a ll. The Steel Barons 
were the in it ia to rs  o f a l l the wage cu t 
drives o f the depression years and the 
steel w orkers ’ rem uneration has been 
reduced to the vanish ing point. Steel is 
the p ivo t in dus try  in  the A lleghany re­
gion. And P ittsbu rgh  is a “ one factory 
tow n” — in  the highest sense o f the word.

to a l l the other industries. Since steel 
production is f la t  on its  back, the resu lt 
is, in  round figures, a to ta l in du s tria l

in  the w o rk ing  class. W orkers o f a ll 
shades are beginning to ask themselves 
how such a s itua tion  can exist, w ha t the 
causes fo r i t  are. They ask these ques- 
tons o f themselves, not because they are 
accustomed to philosophizing. I t  is the ir 
very mode o f every day life , i t  is actu­
a lly  th e ir bread and bu tte r problems tha t

ou tput in  W estern Pennsylvania o f about ̂ f orce them to pause and to re flec t on 
one-third of capacity. The destitu tion  o f | these quest i 0ns. M ilitan ts , whom the 
the pro le tarians, whose only means of
live lihood is th e ir labor power, which 
they are forced to sell on the m arket on 
the basis o f the conditions created by 
capitalism , is therefore self-explained.

And yet fo r  a l l the poverty and w re tch­
edness prevailing, i t  is  rem arkable tha t 
no fo rce fu l resistance has been in  evid­
ence on the p a rt o f the workers here.

prosperity period, and the double-edged 
blade o f reaction characteristic o f it ,  had 
elim inated fro m  active p a rtic ip a tion  in  
the various phases o f the struggle, are 
once again show ing signs of in terest, are 
once again expressing w illingness to re­
jo in  the figh t. B u t the sad experiences 
o f passiv ity and inaction in  the course 
o f the past fou r years have made them

I t  strikes one as extrem ely peculiar th a ti cautious and ju d ic ia l. The number of 
in  th is  very crad le o f Am erican industry , | jh oge j s steadily increasing who not only 
in  th is  most pow erfu l producing section, gee jqle nee(j  0f  again tak in g  up arms,
o f the United States, unionism  and labor 
organ ization is a t its  lowest ebb. Equal 
ly  strange is the  fac t th a t the monopoly 
cap ita lis ts  and bankers of the Mellon- 
U. S. Steel-Westinghouse combine have 
succeeded to m a in ta in  th e ir reactionary 
w h ip  over the backs o f a p ro le ta ria t w ith  
such a splendid record o f m ilita n cy  as 
the Homestead S trike, the Great Steel 
S trike  o f 1919 and the McKeesport bat 
ties o f 1922-23.

And more than tha t, discontent among 
the fac to ry  masses is lite ra lly  seething. 
The unemployed showed th e ir  w i l l  to  
figh t as early  as the f irs t year of the 
depression in  the tremendous demonstra­
tions under the leadership o f the Com 
munists. Sm all and isolated strikes, like  
the m ilita n t s trikes of the c lo th ing w o rk­
ers and the bakers a t present, crop up 
a ll over tow n. B u t a fte r a ll is said and 
done, noth ing rem ains of a unified and 
organized character o f struggle. The 
isolated fights— w ith o u t spreading out 
and seeking coordination— rem ain impo­
ten t and drow n in  apathy and dissipa­
tion.

The Inevitab le Awakening of the 
M ilitan ts

This is the s itua tion  w h ich  a fte r fou r
A ctiv ity  in the steel m ills sets the tune dreary and dismal years of crisis sets

but who also demand to know w hat s o rt 
o f arms to take up and how to fight. 
They are weighing ca re fu lly  the p r in ­
ciples, the policies, the strategy and the 
tactics of the various p o lit ic a l forces in  
the field. They feel th a t i f  the figh t is to 
be taken up in  earnest, i t  m ust be on 
firm  ground.

W ith in  the A. F. o f L. unions, the w ork 
o f the re fo rm is t fakers in  lu llin g  the 
masses w ith  th e ir  treacherous policies 
o f class collaboration is becoming exceed­
in g ly  clear. And, when Green and Co. 
come out, f ina lly , fo r  such “ rad ica l”  de­
mands as unemployed insurance and 
“ independent p o lit ic a l action o f the 
workers” , i t  is because th e ir  ran k  and 
file  in  in d u s tr ia l sections like  the P itts ­
burgh sector, are a lready m iles ahead 
of them, because the workers in  the 
shops are being made ready by condi­
tions to shake off the fe tte rs  o f the trade 
union bureaucracy. The prestige o f 
w ha t few  old L e ft  w ingers s t i l l  remain 
in  the re fo rm is t unions is ga in ing day 
by day, w h ile  new L e ft w ing forces are 
m aking th e ir appearance.

Clarification Begins in  the Ranks 
of the P arty

The growth of class consciousness and 
a sp irit of m ilitancy among the masses

cannot o f course help but have its  effect 
on the membership o f the officia l Com­
m unist pa rty  as well. The active com­
rades in  t lie  C. I ’ , who have, from  th e ir 
da ily  contacts, fe lt  the new fea­
tures in  the s itu a tio n : the general 
discontent of the broad layers o f w o rk ­
ers, the re b irth  o f m ilita n cy  in  the old 
organizations reaching even in to  the 
ranks o f the decrepit and co rru p t socia l­
is t party, the possib ilities fo r  im portan t 
progress o f Communism—have also been 
obliged to review the recent past and 
to draw  lessons therefrom .

Sporadically and in  a groping, ins tinc ­
tive  way, i t  is true, bu t nevertheless so 
conditioned th a t they have had to con­
fro n t the stup id  and disastrous policies 
o f the S ta lin is t fac tion  w ith  the very 
facts of everyday life . The contrast be­
tween the excellent prospects fo r  Com­
m unist w o rk  and the retrogressions and 
defeats engendered by the fa lse d irection 
o f the leadership opened the m inds of 
many pa rty  comrades to the dangers 
brought upon our p a rty  by the S ta lin is t 
bureaucracy. Faced a t each step w ith  
persecutions for' po in ting  out the destruc­
tion  caused by the S ta lin is t “ th ird  per­
iod ”  po lic ies ; w ith  th e ir “ un ited fro n t 
from  below on ly” , w ith  the sharply con­
trasted adven tu ris t and opportun is t sides 
of the unemployment work, fo r instance; 
d is illusioned a fte r many ‘‘tu rns”  and 
“ ha lf-tu rn s ”  w h ich a ll rem ained on 
paper and w h ich  brought the pa rty  not 
a single step fo rw ard , the m ilita n ts  were 
led by the log ic  of th e ir  struggle to 
concentrate fire  against the loca l bu­
reaucracy as such. A fte r  a hard  fight, 
the P ittsbu rgh  rank and file  f in a lly  
forced the reca ll o f the a ltogether dis­
credited and incompetent bureaucrat, 
Carl Price, from  his position as D is tr ic t  
Organizer. The P rice inc ident cannot 
help bu t teach the pa rty  comrades the 
im portan t lesson, th a t on ly by an actua l 
and determined fig h t can they help re­
generate the party.

B u t i t  would be altogether m isleading 
and self-deceptive fo r the Communist 
workers to consider the defeat o f Price 
as an u ltim a te  v ic to ry  and to  rest upon

their' laurels. Before the P ittsbu rgh  
m ilita n ts  there now lies the task o f d raw ­
ing the conclusions of th e ir  tigh t to  a 
h igher plane. The more though tfu l com­
rades w i l l  inev itab ly  have to pose the 
question as to the roots o f the bureau­
cracy, as to the basic causes fo r  the 
S ta lin is t regime o f blunders, crimes and 
wreckage. In  doing th is, they w i l l  not 
be able to avoid a consideration of the 
po in t of view  o f the L e ft Opposition and 
comrade T ro tsky , representing a consist­
ent Len in is t line  o f s trugg le  th a t foreto ld  
a l l the mistakes o f the S ta lin is ts  and 
the results fo llow ing  from  them years 
in  advance—and w ith  scientific  M arx ian  
precision.

W hether the comrades stop to consider 
these questions now or' not, th e ir  fu rth e r 
experiences w il l  require th is  o f them. 
The comrades have had th e ir  lesson w ith  
bureaucrat Price. B ureaucrat Johnstone, 
who has been magnanimously sent down 
from  above to make the P ittsbu rgh  Com­
m unists fo rge t Price, w i l l  not on ly serve 
to  teach the local comrades another les­
son in  the figh t against bureaucracy and 
the non-Lenin is t system i t  represents. 
E ith e r way, the ideas o f the L e ft  Opposi­
tion  are bound to force th e ir  way in to  
the party, ranks. The L e ft Opposition 
as such w i l l  always stand ready to  ren­
der every a id  possible and to f ig h t side 
by side w ith  the serious and conscienti­
ous pa rty  m ilita n ts  fo r  the Le n in is t re­
dressment o f our Communist party .

— S. G.
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