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Rebel M iners in A ction!
New Movement in the Anthracite Growing Rapidly

A  Statement o f the International 

—  L e ft Opposition  —

S trikes are once again- spreading 
th rough the coal fields, in  the Penn­
sy lvan ia  an thrac ite  region a la rge num ­
ber o f the black tow ering  breakers are 
shut down as thousands o f men have 
le ft  the co llie ries. I t  is w h a t is called 
an insurgent strike . The com bination, 
o f an insurgent movement and a power­
fu l s trike , has th row n  both a la rm  and 
fe a r in to  the whole o f the enemy camp. 
As i t  gained day by day d u rin g  its  f irs t 
week i t  m et the most te rr if ic  opposition 
fro m  the un ited forces o f the operators, 
the  state cossacks and the U n ited M ine 
W orkers officials.

So fa r  th is  opposition has not been 
able to stem the tide . W h ile  the state 
troopers are massed in  the te r r ito ry  
ru th less ly  breaking up “ insu rgen t”  meet­
ings and m aking wholesale arrests, more 
collie ries jo in  the movement.

F irs t  o f a l l th is  s tr ik e  is caused by the 
te rr ib le  unem ploym ent, the widespread 
s ta rva tio n  and the operators demands 
th a t the co llie ries sign separate agree­
ments w ith  loss o f conditions. O ut of 
the l i t t le  more than  100,000 m iners in  the 
te r r ito ry  a t least 00,000 have remained 
Unemployed ever since the cris is  began, 
though la rge ly  as a resu lt o f increasing 
m echanization, speed-up and closing 
down o f w ha t is called unpro fitab le  
mines. B u t th is  is only one side of the 
p icture. On the o ther hand the  s tr ike  
is  an o u tr ig h t re vo lt movement against 
the corrup t ad m in is tra tion  o f the U. M. 
W . One need but re ca ll a few  incidents 
w h ich make up th is  recent h is to ry  of 
rebellion.
Vote Stealing and Convention Packing

A t the la s t elections held in  d is tr ic t  1. 
the opposition slate headed by Maloney 
undoubtedly ca rried  the m a jo r ity  vote ; 
b u t to  no ava il. I t  was counted out. A t  
the d is tr ic t convention fo llow ing , th is  
opposition again asserted its e lf  bu t was 
squelched w ith  strong arm  methods. 
There is the one inc ident a t the S ilve r 
Creek co llie ry  near P o ttsv ille  in  d is tr ic t 
9 where on Feb. 21 a m eeting attended 
by about 3,000 m iners unanim ously 
w ent on record to  demand equalization of 
w o rk , condemned th e ir  officials and de­
manded a special d is tr ic t  convention. 
To these incidents can be added the last 
U. M. W . convention a t Ind ianapolis 
where a packed audience steam ro lled  
every demand and every grievance of 
the membership. T h is  is, o f course, 
no th ing new in  the h is to ry  o f the U n ited 
M ine W orkers under the Lew is regime 
bu't the constantly  accum ulating con­
flic ts  between the membership in terests 
and the reaction of the officialdom  is ra ­
p id ly  approaching a breaking po int.

The outstanding demand o f the anth­
rac ite  rebel movement is the one fo r  
equa liza tion o f w ork. I t  p a r tic u la r ly  
reflect the needs g row ing  ou t o f the 
acute unemployment conditions bu t i t  
fa lls  short of a program  th a t can fu l ly  
un ite  the employed w ith  the unemployed. 
The movement its e lf  is  by no means a 
L e ft w ing movement. I t  s t i l l  harbors 
much confusion. I ts  leadership is  not 
a t a l l ready to  break w ith  the co rru p t 
tra d itio n s  o f the un ion bureaucracy le t 
alone to  endeavor actua lly  to  found the 
movement on a class basis. B u t th a t only 
demonstrates the need of, and the possi­
b i l i ty  fo r  rea l L e ft  w ing  perm iation.

Mine Strikes Elsewhere
We said before th a t s trikes are again 

spreading th rough the coal fields and 
we can add th a t ye t m ore are in  pro­
spect. The an th rac ite  a t th is  moment is 
m ere ly the  most outstanding case. In  
the H ock ing  V a lley  so ft coal te r r ito ry  
o f Ohio a number of m ine tipp les have 
been id le  since February 1st. Now th is  
s tr ik e  is  also tak in g  on bigger propor­
tions, w ith  m ore m iners w a lk in g  out 
in  protest against wage cuts. As an in ­
d ica tion  o f how drastic  these cuts were 
one need bu t c ite  the example o f the 
H anna coal company announcing a re ­
duction fro m  $4.30 to  $3.20 a day.

In  both of these instances, in  the an­
th ra c ite  and in  the H ock ing  Valley, the 
coal m iners are figh ting  a determ ined 
battle. The m ost splendid m ilita n c y  is 
d isp layed on the p icket lines. There 
has been no lack o f perfid ious efforts  to 
underm ine and to  s p lit  th e ir  ranks. 
T h a t is the job  w h ich  the operators have 
assigned to th e ir  agents in  the union 
office sw ive l chairs. B u t th e ir  other 
weapon is being w ielded ju s t  as free ly . 
In  Pennsylvania the state troopers, in  
Ohio the  na tiona l guard are apply ing the 
b ru te  force to  suppress the revolts.

Rumblings of New Revolts
Down in  Eastern Ken tucky and parts  

o f Tennessee the coal m iners have fought 
tenaciously against a lm ost overwhelm ing 
odds. Yet, when a comparison is made 
the N orthe rn  o ligarchs have been able to 
m a in ta in  themselves on an equal foo ting  
w ith  the Southern bourbons in  stagger­
ing  the odds. These recent Kentucky 
and Tennessee s trikes remained en tire ly  
iso lated and could no t ho ld  ou t when 
the f u l l  w e igh t of the b ru ta l enemy 
forces began to  bear down upon them. 
These workers are now compelled to 
d r i f t  back again to  take up whatever 
w o rk  is  being handed o u t on the same 
o ld  s ta rva tion  conditions, o r worse

Yet, how fa r  th is  is  fro m  se ttlin g  the 
issues becomes very apparent in  the 
added rum blings o f new revolts. Such 
are com ing from  I llin o is . There the 
coal m iners were from  th e ir recent op­
position o f the Edmonson ran k  and file  
movement again driven  back in to  the 
fo lds o f the U. M. W . I t  was a tem por­
ary  setback b u t not a se ttlin g  o f the 
issues. B y  A p r i l f irs t  the  I ll in o is  m in ­
ers’ con tract w ith  the operators expires. 
The la tte r ’s e fforts  „ to  reduce the pre­
sent wage scale are presented in  the 
open, and In  the Southern section i t  is  
ju s t as openly conceded th a t the m iners 
w i l l  resist. Thus there m ay be another 
spontaneous rebe llion  in  the offing hav­
in g  also a double d irection. F o r w h ile  
the th ie v in g  office squabbles between 
John L . Lew is, fo r the In te rn a tio n a l, and 
John H . W alker, fo r  the d is tr ic t, are not 
a t a ll settled i t  cannot be expected th a t 
e ithe r w i l l  sanction a s trike . N o t even 
one against a wage cut.

Revolts Localized—Not United 
A ll in  a ll. a look a t the m ine fields 

a t th is  moment give am ple evidence o f 
signs o f s tiffen ing  w orkers resistance 
but as much p roof also o f the te rr ib le  
weaknesses: o f alm ost numberless spon­
taneous rebellions and strikes, localized, 
confused and. w h ile  m il ita n t ly  fought, 
s t i l l  lack ing  both perspective and organ­
ization. T h is  is precisely as true  fo r  
the K en tcky and o ther sections, under 
the leadership o f the L e ft w ing  N a tiona l 
M iners Union, as i t  is  fo r  the U. M. W. 
revo lt movements; and, fo r  th a t m atter, 
also fo r  other independent unions such 
as the W est V irg in ia  organ ization headed 
by F ra n k  Keeney. One characteris tic  
nevertheless p ra c tica lly  a l l o f these move­
ments and s trikes have in  common, and 
an im p o rtan t characteris tic , namely the 
fa c t th a t they represent the  unanimous 
bu t sa id ly  d iv ided efforts  o f the rank 
and file  to d irec t th e ir  struggle equally 
against the operators and th e ir  co rrup t 
agents o f the U. M. W . bureaucracy. T h a t 
alone should ind ica te the g row ing  con- 

( Continued on page 4)
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The decree depriv ing  comrade T ro tsky  
and three members o f his fa m ily  o f Sov­
ie t citizensh ip r igh ts  and condemning 
them to perpetual exile, is not on ly  an 
act o f vengeance, i t  is also an act o f 
impotence.

T h a t S ta lin  was preparing  such an 
act fo r  some time, has been clear ever 
since las t fa ll.  H is  notorious le tte r  to 
the e d ito r ia l board o f the magazine Pro­
letarian Revolution served no other p u r­
pose than th a t o f p repa ring  a new wave 
o f reprisals. The exceptional law  against 
comrade T ro tsky  is on ly the practica l 
f r u i t  of the “ theore tica l”  campaign.

W hat are the  causes th a t drove S ta lin  
to take such a step? They m ust have 
been very serious ones, fo r  the en tire  
disadvantage o f ra is ing  a new campaign 
against “T ro tsky ism ”  is qu ite  evident.

T he  p rinc ip a l cause is the fac t th a t 
S ta lin ’s position has been g rea tly  under­
mined. To the bourgeois papers i t  ap­
pears th a t the las t conference o f the 
Russian p a rty  was the apogee o f S ta lin ­
is t strength. In  rea lity , the conference 
bore the character o f a masquerade de­
signed to  d issim ulate the weakness o f 
S ta lin ’s position. W hat do these oaths 
o f personal lo y a lty  to S talin, w h ich  have 
o f la te  become obligatory, ac tua lly  sign­
ify ?  They s ign ify  th a t S ta lin  and his 
lim ite d  clique no longer can count, not 
on ly on the p a rty— w hich they have 
strangled— bu t even on the apparatus. 
W hoever speaks today s im p ly o f the  Cen­
t ra l Committee— is thereby regarded as a 
concealed O ppositionist by S ta lin . O nly 
those who speak o f the “ C entra l Com­
m ittee  under the leadership of Stalin.” 
are  safe. T h is  fo rm u la  s ign ifies tha t i f  
the Centra l Committee breaks w ith  
S ta lin , the undersigned, who subscribes 
to th is  form ula , pledges h im se lf to be 
fo r S ta lin  and against the Centra l Com­
m ittee. Precisely in  the same manner, 
a t the conference of the Moscow organi­
zation, the oath was prepared fo r  the 
Moscow Commitee “ w ith  Kaganovitch at 
its  head” . The personal regime has not

The W orkers' United Front in Canada
Due to  the extrem ely d iff ic u lt con­

d itions under w h ich  the labo r move­
ment is  forced to w o rk  in  Canada 
a t present, a delay o f reports on 
events there, is  inevitab le . The a r t i­
cle. we publish below, although be­
lated, is extrem ely in te resting  and 
ins tructive . I t  should serve to  s tim ­
u la te  a more active s o lid a r ity  w ith  
ou r Canadian fe llow -revo lu tion is ts  
as w e ll as em ulation o f th e ir  splen­
did e fforts  fo r  un ited w o rk ing  class 
action.— Ed.
The la s t maneuver of the Com intern’s 

stra tegy in  the  “ T h ird  Period”  was the 
po licy o f an tagonistic strugg le against 
both the leadership and membership o f 
the social-dem ocratic and re fo rm is t la ­
bor movement, because S ta lin  postulated 
th a t they were the L e ft  w ing  of Fasc­
ism. Log ica lly , therefore, they became 
“ social-Fascists” . T h is  has now been 
smuggled away, and the la test po licy is 
a un ited  f ro n t w ith  the w orkers, bu t not 
w ith  th e ir  organizations o r leaders, which 
means th e ir  un ited  f ro n t s t i l l  rem ains a 
slogan on paper, the P a rty  s t i l l  m a in ta in ­
ing its  iso la tion  fro m  the masses.

W h ile  the D aily W orker m e rr ily  dazes 
its e lf w ith  denunciations o f the Opposi­
tion , and m ain ta ins an absolute silence 
on the Canadian P a rty  and its  il le g a l­
ity , i t  remained to  one o f the sm allest 
and weakest sections o f the  Comintern, 
the Communist P a rty  o f Canada, to  es­
tab lish  a po licy o f the U n ited F ro n t in  
rea lity , of a l l sections o f the labor move­
ment. I t  seems destined in  the realm  o f 
the revo lu tiona ry  p o lit ic a l movement 
th a t the weakest l in k  in  the chain is the 
one to  break onto new h is to r ic a l ground.

The series o f events leading to  the a r­
rest o f the e ight leaders and to the out­
law ing  o f the C. P. in  O ntario  have «al­
ready been recounted in  The M ilitan t.! 
The Canadian Labor Defense League, |

w h ich  had charge o f the defense o f the 
eight, sent a ca ll to  the usual P a rty  o r­
ganizations fo r  the fo rm ing  o f a defense 
movement, known as the W orkers’ 
R igh ts  and A n ti-D eporta tion  B i l l ; bu t 
the P a rty  leaders were soon forced to ac­
knowledge th a t th e ir  own au x ilia rie s  d id  
not conta in  the masses, and the confer­
ence began to crumble. T h is  meant 
th a t the e ight w ou ld  be ra ilroaded  to  
ja i l ,  the P a rty  illega lized and decapitat­
ed, and no ag ita tion  carried  on amongst 
the w o rk ing  class against the encroach­
ment by the  forces o f reaction on the 
labor movement. To inaugura te such 
a movement meant tak in g  the in it ia t iv e  
and going in to  the A. F. o f L., the A. C. 
C. L., and every body o f workers, upon 
a foca l issue which affected the righ ts  
o f the whole w o rk ing  class, in  th is  case 
the d iabo lica l piece of leg is la tion  known 
as Section 98 o f the C rim in a l Code of 
Canada (w h ich  contains clauses m aking 
i t  c r im in a l fo r  a human being to make 
use o f h is  facu lties) and under w h ich  the 
Communists were the f irs t  victim s.

The Turn In  Policy 
As w ith  the human organism, so w ith  

the p o lit ic a l organism, to func tion  heal­
th i ly  requires the shedding o f the accre­
tion  o f dead tissues, and re-inv igora tion  
w ith  new body-build ing m ateria l. A  
un ited fro n t m eant breaking th rough the 
crust o f S ta lin ism  and adopting the 
methods of Lenin ism . The tu rn  in  po l­
icy  came w ith  the changing o f the name 
o f the Conference, to  the Conference fo r  
the Repeal o f Section 98, and the send­
in g  of resolutions th roughout the coun­
t r y  to various bodies asking th e ir endose- 
ment fo r  repeal o f th is  A c t and release 
o f the  e igh t Communists. 876 un its  and 
locals, o f the A. F. o f L., and o ther un­
ions, and miscellaneous organizations, 
w ith  a membership o f 171,315 have ad- 

(Continued on page 3)

on ly  dispensed w ith  the ve il o f the pa rty  
but even w ith  th a t o f the apparatus. I t  
has stripped its e lf bare. I t  is hard to 
decide upon so dangerous a measure ex­
cept in  the case where no th ing else re­
m ains to  be done.

The approaching crisis o f the appar­
atus cannot help g iv ing  an im petus to 
the reawakening o f the party . Therein 
lies the danger fo r  the .Stalin clique. 
T h is  clique manifests the greatest sus­
picion w ith  regard to everyth ing tha t 
aims a t a reawakening, a rev iva l, a re­
generation o f the pa rty . The reawaken­
ed p ro le ta rian  nucleus o f the pa rty  can­
not a t present find any o ther d irection 
than th a t leading to the L e ft  Opposi­
tion . Numerous symptoms are already 
becoming m anifest. Pravda was obliged 
to  publish several symptomatic facts in  
the pre-Conference period.

The essence o f the m a tte r is th a t the 
a u th o r ity  o f the L e ft Opposition grows 
pa ra lle l w ith  the decline o f the au thor­
ity  o f the S ta lin is t clique. Despite the 
fac t th a t S talin ism  holds the masses in  
check, they do not nevertheless stop 
th ink ing . The fundam ental fac ts  in  the 
strugg le o f the L e ft  O pposition against 
the S ta lin is t bureaucracy rem ain fresh 
in  everyone’s memory. The apparatus 
a t least knows and recalls the documents 
and the facts. I t  is  precisely because i t  
is  w e ll in fo rm ed th a t the apparatus is 
d is in tegra ting . I t  sees th a t S ta lin  has 
taken an organ ica lly  incorrect path in  
a l l the m a jo r questions. S ta lin ’s policy 
in  th e  German question could only de­
liv e r  the fa ta l blow to  whatever was 
le ft o f his au tho rity . S ta lin  supported 
the p a rtic ip a tion  o f the Communists in  
the Fascist Referendum and was the 
au thor o f the cap itu la tion is t fo rm u la  
“ f irs t  the Fascists— then we” .

In  h is pam phlet What Next? (V ita l 
Questions fo r  the German W ork ing 
Class) comrade T ro tsky  w ro te several 
weeks ago: “ A t  the las t conference of 
the P arty , th a t is, a t the conference of 
the S ta lin is t apparatus “ T ro tsky ism ” , 
three or fou r tim es before th a t crushed 
and buried, was declared the ‘vanguard 
o f the bourgeois counter-revo lu tion ’ . T h is  
h a rd ly  in te llige n t and p o lit ic a lly  a lto ­
gether te r r ify in g  decision l i f ts  the cu r­
ta in  on several plans o f an en tire ly  prac­
tic a l order adopted by S ta lin  in  the fie ld 
o f personal despotism. I t  is  no t fo r  
no th ing th a t Len in  issued a w a rliing  

(Continued on page 3)

The following is the introduction to comrade had attempted to solve by means of war. Acting 
Trotsky's new work on Germany. The First through^ the Hohenzollern government, the German
chapter wiU appear in  the militant next week. bourgeoisie girded itself to organize Europe . Act- 
_ £ d lng through the regime of Bruenmg-Curtius it attempt­

ed . . .  to form a customs union with Austria. I t  is 
Capitalism in Russia proved to be the weakest link to such a pathetic level that its problems, potential- 

m the chain of imperialism, because of its extreme ities and perspectives have been reduced! But even 
backwardness. In  the present crisis, German capital- the customs union was not to be attained. As the 
ism reveals itself as the weakest link for the diame- witch’s house in fairy tales, so the entire European 
trically opposite reason: precisely because it is the system has for its foundation a pair of hen’s legs. The 
most advanced capitalist system, conditioned in its great and salutary hegemony of France is in danger 
development by the insolvable European dilemma. As of toppling over, should a few million Austrians unite 
the productive forces of Germany become geared more with Germany.
and more highly, the more dynamic power they ga- For Europe, in general, and primarily for Germany 
ther, the more they are strangled within the state sys- no advance is.possible along the capitalist road. The 
tem of Europe— a system that is akin to the “system” temporary resolution of the present crisis to be 
of cages within an impoverished provincial zoo. A t achieved by the automatic interplay of the forces of 
every turn in the conjuncture of events German capi- capitalism itself— on the bones of the workers— would 
talism is thrown up against those problems which it (Continued on page 4)

The «Revolt» in Congress
A n  Indication of Radical Changes in Bourgeois Politics

The storm y and more o r less spontane­
ous opposition o f the representatives in  
congress o f the petty bourgeoisie to the 
new revenue b i l l  has found a loud echo 
in  the country a t large. The House line ­
up on the revenue b i l l  reveals a p re tty  
thorough-going d isrup tion  of the old 
p a rty  lines. Democrats and Republicans 
o f the m iddle class type jo ined hands in 
figh ting  against a b ig  bourgeoisie coa li­
tion  o f these same parties, whose chief 
objective a t the present is  to pu t over 
a ta x  measure— a d irec t sales ta x  rang­
ing  fro m  2.25 to 5 percent—to  balance 
the budget a t the expense o f the lower 
and m iddle classes. The offic ia l mach­
ines o f both tra d itio n a l bourgeois parties 
un ited in  a defense o f the money bags 
and revealed the absolute uselessness of 
m a in ta in ing  th e ir  separation. B oth  
showed th a t they represent one and the 
same class— the b ig  bourgeoisie. The 
dispute on the sales ta x  crys ta llized  a 
not unexpected and fa ir ly  .deep r i f t  in  
the p o lit ic a l make-up o f present day cap­
ita l is t  Am erica.

The increasing difficu lties o f balancing 
the government budget, due to the rapid 
decline o f fore ign and domestic trade 
brought about by the prolonged w o rld  
crisis, was bound to pose the problem 
s h a rp ly : a t whose expense? The officia l 
p a rty  machines, a fte r  shedding a tear 
over the “ financia l princip les”  they had 
to  drop, very qu ick ly  came to an agree­
ment not to d is tu rb  b ig  business w ith  
th is  problem , since, they argued, th a t 
would on ly  c rip p le  its  investm ent power 
and thereby pro long the crisis. They 
thereupon came fo rw a rd  w ith  an innova­
tion  in  Am erican methods o f taxa tion : 
the sales tax . The whole burden o f m ak­
ing  up fo r the budget de fic it was in  
th is  m anner to  be sh ifted to  the sm aller 
business men, and in d ire c tly  to the con­
sumer as such. I t  could not help rous­
ing  the already impoverished pe tty  bour­
geois to  action.

In  congress itse lf, the perturbance of 
the sm all business men opened up great 
possib ilities fo r  the demagogy o f such 
notorious tribunes o f the people as re­
presentative La  Guardia, who ra llie d  an 
opposition of Democrats and Republicans 
against the machine coa lition in  a sortie  
on the revenue b ill.  The La  Guardia 
opposition has already achieved several 
pa rliam en ta ry  successes. I t  has managed 
to m uster a m a jo r ity  fo r  two measures 
to counter the  sales ta x  proposal, pass­
in g  on a su rtax  fo r  incomes o f over 
$500,000 ranging up to 65 per cent on 
F rida y , M arch 18 and on an increase in  
the estate tax  up to a m ix im um  o f 45 
per cent, applicable to  net estates of 
more than $10,000,000 on Tuesday last. 
In  addition, the opposition has defeated 
a measure re liev ing  corporations paying 
taxes to  fore ign governments of regular 
taxa tion . La  G uard ia is ta lk in g  ra d i­
cal, speaking o f “ conscrip ting w ea lth ” , 
etc. T he  pa rliam en ta ry  movement has 
in  addition, received wide-spread sup­
port from  a great number o f pe tty  bour­
geois organizations, wh ich, according to 
one paper, include some 50,000,0000 peo­
ple.

To get a p ic tu re  o f the petty bourgeois 
character o f th is  movement, here are a 
few o f the organizations th a t have ra llie d  
behind the congress oppos ition : The 
F a rm  Bureau Federation, the N ationa l 
Grange and Farm ers’ Educationa l and 
Co-operative Union, the  N a tiona l Con­
sumers’ League, the N a tiona l Association 
of R e ta il Grocers and o ther re ta ile rs ’ 
o rgan iza tions; the Am erican Federation 
o f Labor, the R a ilroad  B ro therhoods;

the People's Lobby headed by Professor 
John Dewey, etc. The scope of th is  
movement is not to  Oe unoerestimated. 
i t  signifies the firs t la rge scale attem pt 
to give a p o lit ic a l fo rm  in  the Am erica 
of the present epoch, to  the d iffe re n tia ­
tion  w ith in  the  ranks o f the bourgeoisie. 
As was to  be expected, the Am erican re­
fo rm is ts , the A. F. o f L., find a prom in­
ent place in  th is  movement of the L e ft 
w ing of the bourgeois class. La  Guardia, 
by the way, in  his statements rep ly ing  
to his big bourgeois opponents, such as 
the Dem ocratic House leader, leaves the 
door w ide open fo r  the p a rtic ip a tion  o f 
the labo r m isleaders through a f lir ta t io n  
w ith  some social reforms.

I t  is an old axiom  fo r  M a rx is t revo lu­
tionaries, th a t the pe tty  bourgeoisie can­
not lead an independent p o lit ic a l life . 
I t  can go on ly w ith  the big  bourgeoisie 
or w ith  the p ro le ta r ia t— the tw o ch ie f 
contenders fo r  power under the present 
system o f society. Where La G uardia 
and the o ther leaders of the cu rre n t 
movement in tend to go is ind ica ted by 
the fo rm er’s answer to  Rainey’s— the 
“ Dem ocratic”  House leader’s —  charge 
th a t the actions o f the House opposition 
are a move in  the d irection  o f Commun­
ism. La G uard ia rep lied th a t i t  is  pre­
cisely in  order to serve as a b u lw a rk  
against Communism th a t the House op­
position is ca rry ing  on its  po licy. There 
is no doubt th a t w ith in  a re la tive ly  
sho rt tim e, th is  ‘ :revo lt”  too w i l l  be ha r­
nessed to the cart o f cap ita lism  as a 
whole. W ith  the pro longa tion o f the 
crisis, the grow ing m isery o f the w o rk ­
ers and the im poverishm ent o f the m id ­
dle classes, i t  is no t excluded th a t the 
bourgeois regime w i l l  seek a new sup­
po rt fo r  its e lf  in  a popular movement o f 
pe tty  bourgeois re fo rm  such as th is. 
The events around the revenue b i l l  w i l l  
serve to raise fa lse hopes in  the pe tty  
oburgeoisie fo r  a way out o f its  p ligh t. 
The fad ing  away o f these hopes may 
w e ll give way to despair and p o lit ic a l 
reaction in  the fo rm  o f an Am erican type 
o f Fascist movement. In  the meantime, 
the road is open fo r  ac tiv itie s  o f a large 
scope on the p a rt o f the pe tty ' bourge­
ois demagogues. T h e ir p o lit ic a l trans­
form ation, the c rys ta lliza tio n  o f these 
demagogues in to  d is tin c t p o lit ic a l types 
is bound to fo llow  in  sho rt order.

F o r the Communists, th is  d iffe re n tia ­
tion  w ith in  the ranks o f the bourgeoisie, 
represents a perspective fo r  rap id  
grow th, provided a correct po licy is pu r­
sued. The half-measures o f the petty- 
bourgeoisie and the re fo rm is ts , once they 
áre carried  out, are bound to show up 
a ll th e ir weakness, a l l th e ir  hopeless­
ness, w ith  especial c la r ity . I t  is in  
practice tha t the masses learn  most 
qu ickly. B y a c lear and in transigeant 
propagation o f the w o rk ing  class issue 
out o f the cap ita lis t dilemma, by a cor­
rec t u tiliz a tio n  o f the conflicts bound to 
develop in  the fu tu re  w ith in  the enemy 
camp, by pressing the demagogues to  the 
w a ll, by fo rc ing  them to take a defin ite 
position, the Communists w i l l  be able to 
consolidate the more decisive sections 
o f the masses and in  the f irs t place, the 
increasing sections o f class conscious 
workers around th e ir  banner. T o  ham­
m er out such a po licy o f revo lu tiona ry  
advance, to prepare the Am erican mass­
es fo r  revo lu tiona ry  action, i t  is, how­
ever, necessary to c lear away a l l  the 
eclectic confu'sionism o f S ta lin is t theory 
and to b ring  the Communist movement 
back to  the path o f M arxism -Lenin ism .

— S. G.

The Raids on Hitler’s Nazis in Prussia
As could be foreseen, the outcome of 

the pres identia l elections in  Germany 
was attended by a feverish m ustering of 
forces on p a rt o f the Fascists. The a l­
leged purpose o f the H itle r ite  maneuvers
is, o f course, the protection o f the peo­
ple fro m  “ red savagery” . In  rea lity , 
H it le r  and his hordes are a rm ing  not 
on ly to  crush the Communist vanguard, 
bu t to seize the power and to subjugate 
the w o rk in g  class organizations as a 
whole.

The movements o f the Nazis were 
b rough t to  lig h t by ra ids  made on th e ir 
Prussian local groups upon the in it ia ­
tiv e  o f the social dem ocratic M in is te r 
o f the In te r io r  in  the Prussian govern­
ment, K a r l Severing. Documents, ou t­
lin in g  the line  of action to be taken by 
the Fascist locals, were seized in  these 
raids. T h e ir  plan o f action was con­
ceived under the fo rm  o f a u x ilia ry  troops 
a id ing  the police against Communist up­
ris ings. Anyone fa m ilia r  w ith  the s it ­
u a tio n  knows th a t th is  “ p la n ”  is no th­
ing  more than a ruse, th a t in  actua lity , 
i t  was a m a tte r o f a general m ob iliza­
tion  o f the Fascist forces fo r  decisive 
and independent action. Severing, who 
carried out these ra ids, knew th is  very 
well. H e knew th a t he could no t count 
on any support fo r  his measure from  the 
federa l government. A nd he did not get 
any. The bourgeoisie values its  Fascist 
w h ip  too dearly  to re a lly  mean to im p a ir
it .

In  th is  lig h t, Severing’s move was 
no th ing more than an im poten t gesture

intended to soothe the disturbance 
w ith in  the ranks o f the social democratic 
fo llow ing . T h a t is about a l l the “ iro n  
f ro n t”  o f the re form ists  amounts to. The 
social democracy, through Severing, once 
again revealed its e lf  as the p rostra te  
and senile L e ft w ing  o f the bourgeoisie, 
capable only o f leading the workers to 
the slaughter.

A  w o rk ing  class movement, un ited 
against Fascism and prepared fo r  s trug ­
gle, w ould not have to le ra ted such a 
treacherous and deceptive maneuver as 
Severing s. W ith in  a un ited fro n t move-. 
meat, in  w h ich the Communists are at 
th e ir posts, in  w h ich the revo lu tiona ry  
p a rty  represents the d r iv in g  force o f the 
p ro le ta ria t in  action, such a gesture 
would not be tolerated. I t  would be ex­
posed on the spot before the eyes o f a ll. 
I t  would fo rm  a step in  the consolida­
tion  o f revo lu tiona ry  influence w ith in  
the w o rk ing  class, th a t Is, in  the pre­
para tion  o f the p ro le ta r ia t fo r  a decisive 
contest fo r  power w ith  the class enemy.

T h is  is the crim e o f the S ta lin is t lead­
ersh ip o f the German Communist P arty

tha t i t  a llow s the  social democrats to 
re ta in  th e ir  positions w ith in  the w o rk­
ing class a t a tim e lik e  the present. The 
S ta lin is ts  propound the idea th a t the 
Fascists cannot be defeated i f  the social 
democrats are not defeated firs t. Th is 
is qu ite true. B u t i t  is precisely the 
o ther S ta lin is t idea, which makes Fasc­
is ts  ou t o f the social democrats ( “ soc­
ia l Fasc is ts") and confuses the issue 
fo r  the workers, th a t prevents the Com- 

( Continued on page 4)

W H A T  N E X T ?  -  by Leon Trotsky
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Statement of Gerry Allard
Oppositionist Answers Stalinist Slanders

I t  Is evident th a t the S ta lin ites in 
the ir campaign against the members o f 
the L e ft Opposition, know no l im it  in  
th e ir  figh t to perpetra te th e ir erroneous 
policies. Ne ither are they fa m ilia r  w ith  
the m ost elem entary line o f ethics con 
fo rm in g  w ith  the princip les o f a revo lu­
tion is t. The recent charges against me, 
alleg ing th a t I testified in  the courts of 
the cap ita lis t class against active figh t 
ers o f the class struggle are crude fab­
rica tions tha t cannot stand the least 
speck of substantia tion.

Needless to say, the charges are of 
the most serious kind. For a figh ter in  
the class w ar to be charged w ith  oi>en 
conspiracy w ith  the enemies o f the 
w ork ing  class in  a ttem pting  to fram e up 
m ilita n t workers and send them to  p r i­
son, is by fa r  the most contem ptib le be 
tra y a l fo r  which there can never be any 
pardon. Agent provocateur Leopold o f 
the Canadian Royal M ountedd Police is 
one specie o f a scoundrel tha t w i l l  be 
jo tted  down in  the memorandum book 
o f the revo lu tiona ry  w o rk ing  class. I  
h u r l back in  the teeth o f the Gebers and 
Tashes th a t the a llegations are so ro tten 
and ly in g  th a t i t  m ust contam inate the 
very tongue th a t irresponsib ly  fro thed  
these contemptible charges.

Differences w ith  the P a rty
Seven workers, members o f the Com­

m un is t P arty , have been ja iled , indicted 
and released on bond pending tr ia l,  sim­
p ly because they were active in  the figh t 
fo r the advancement o f the in terest of 
the I ll in o is  coal miners. They propagat­
ed m ilita n tly , the idea tha t the N a tiona l 
M iners Union was the on ly capable o r­
ganization th a t could successfully lead 
the m iners in  the strugg le against the 
operators. They appealed to the m iners 
to spread th e ir  w ild  cat s trike  and to 
trans fo rm  i t  in to  a national struggle. 
F o r these reasons, along w ith  the gen­
era l pro am o f the P arty , they are to be 
im prisoned fo r  long years, unless the 
masses of coal m iners and the en tire  
Am erican labor movement come to th e ir 
defense. The attack against these seven 
Communist workers is a d irec t 
against the I ll in o is  coal m iners and the 
A m erican labor movement. In  the 
course of the I ll in o is  m iners’ figh t, es­
pecia lly du rin g  the “ Rank and F ile ”  
movement in  I llin o is , I  d iffered very 
seriously w ith  th e ir  policies. I  fo llowed 
the general linee o f the L. O. in  the St. 
Louis convention where the L e ft Opposi­
t ion  played a prom inent part. The con­
vention rejected Che policies of the L e ft 
O pposition ; nevertheless, we were s t i l l  
a p a rt o f th a t movement and throughout 
the whole movement we have in  a m in ­
o r ity  position. The pressure o f the L e ft 
w ing  forces made the rank and file  move­
ment s p lit fro m  both branches o f the 
reactionary m iners union. The P arty  
pursued an erroneous policy of sectarian­
ism, t ra il in g  behind the whole move­
ment. I t  was my firm  opinion in  accept­
ing  a m in o rity  position in  th is  mass 
movement th a t events would confirm  the 
correctness o f Communist leadership 
The p a rty  refused th is  line. I t  branded 
every one o ffic ia lly  connected w ith  the 
ran k  and file  movement as fakers. The 
rank and file rs  were men fresh from  
the picks. Even i f  we knew th a t the 
ran k  and file  leadership w ou ld  eventu­
a lly  m islead the m iners movement, due 
to th e ir  sho rt sightedness and lack of 
understanding the laws o f the class 
s tru g g le ; i t  is not enough ju s t to sit 
back and say, “ I  to ld you so !”  M y un­
derstanding of the correct Communist 
position is to  rem ain w ith  the masses 
and shorn them HOW .

In  the unemployment movement s ta rt­
ing even before the state hunger march,
I  was active in  the w ork of the unem­
ployed workers. I  wfis elected at a 
un ited fro n t conference a member o f the 
state committee. Bycliance i t  developed 
th a t sym pathizers o f the L e ft Opposition 
had a m a jo rity  on the committee. The 
P arty , fa il in g  to  con tro l the movement 
they had started, began very neatly to 
sabotage. La te r on, in  Bloomington, 
I llin o is , I  again was elected by the un­
employed w orkers there on the com m it­
tee. Some o f the P arty  organizers began 
to cooperate and as a resu lt BLO O M IN G ­
TON WAS T H E  O NLY TO W N IN  T H E  
W H O LE  H U N G E R  M ARCH T H A T  R E­
SPONDED W IT H  A  MASS REC EPTIO N 
FOR T H E  H U N G ER  ARM Y. I t  devel­
oped in to  one o f the best down state 
un its  o f the whole I ll in o is  unemployment 
movement. T h is  was not enough, the 
P a rty  began to s ta rt the attack against 
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me. A secretary was im ported to han­
dle the whole s itua tion . No one ever 
heard o f him . He im m ediate ly began to 
take charge w ith  m y whole heared co­
operation. I t  was not a week la te r he 
had run away w ith  pennies of the unem­
ployed w orkers o f B loom ington and had 
stolen a check fro m  the boss tha t I  was 
w ork ing  for. I  had been in  the P a rty  
fo r 8 years and there had never been a 
speck o f irre g u la r itie s  along technical 
lines, hu t yet the great “ leaders”  im ­
po rt an agent tha t v ir tu a lly  ru ins  months 
o f tedious w ork  to  organize a d is tr ic t 
th a t had never known Communist organi­
zation before.

These are a few  o f the de ta il m atters 
th a t have caused the P a rty  to  be sharp- 
ly  an tagonistic towards me. These 
th ings along w ith  the fa c t th a t I  am 
an applicant fo r membership in  the C. 
L . A. (O pposition).

M.v recent ac tiv ities  in  the m iners’ 
convention at Ind ianapo lis  and Spring- 
fie ld  have also come under the critic ism s 
o f the Party . In  th is  manner, I  have 
been in  contact w ith  scores o f m iners 
and n a tu ra lly  correctness o f po licy  gains 
sympathy in  due tim e. The P arty  there­
fore has planned a campaign to a n n ih il­
ate me. They plan to fram e up charges 
whereby they can force tne League to 
bring  pressure down on me. A ny th ing  
to d iscred it A lla rd  w i l l  be a lr ig h t, as 
long as they get h im  out o f the way. 
These are the on ly reasons th a t I  can 
find fo r  the inventions th a t they are con 
tinuous ly  fab rica tin g  about my personal 
conduct as w e ll as p o lit ic a l activ ities. 
They have ceased to make i t  a po litica l 
•struggle by indu lg ing  in  the personal 
character o f th e ir  dissenters.

A p r i l the 1st a mass protest meeting 
has been ca lled by sym pathizers and op­
ponents o f the c rim in a l synd ica list laws.
I  have been asked to speak and to pos­
s ib ly  act as chairm an o f th is  meeting. I 
unhes ita ting ly  accepted the offer as in  
line  w ith  every revo lu tiona ry ’s duty. 
Th is meeting w i l l  proc la im  to the en­
emies o f the m iners th a t we in tend to 

a ttack! break the te rro r th a t is tak ing  place in  
F ra n k lin  County and the r ig h t fo r  w o rk­
ers to assemble and hold speeches.

— G ERRY A LL A R D .

LETTERS F R O M  T H E  M IL IT A N T S  =-=
Pocket Book Workers 
Prepare for Strike

I t  is nine months snice the S. P. fa k ­
ers in  the pocketbook W orkers Union 
pu t over th e ir treacherous agreement, in  
spite o f the  fa c t th a t the workers voted 
against it .  The R igh t w ing  m isleaders 
gave away a ll union conditions —  more 
than the employers demanded, and w ith  
ou figh t. As a resu lt, the un ion remains 
today in the most deplorable condition 
three months before the agreement ex­
pires.

A fte r th is  ro tten  agreement was sign 
ed, a ra n k  and file  movement sprang up 
under the leadership o f the T. U. U. L., 
as the workers revo lted and ousted the 
adm in is tra tion  before th e ir term  expired. 
New elections took place w h ich  le ft the 
adm in is tra tion  badly divided. The rebel 
L e ft w ingers won 14 delegates to the 
Jo in t Board, the R igh t w ing  elected 16. 
The rank and file  committee elected two 
o f the three business agents, but the 
R ights  elected a manager, secretary-trea­
surer, two organizers, and one business 
agent, which gave them a sm all m a jo r ity  
over the rebels. Members were wondering 
how th is  d ivided adm in is tra tion  would 
work. They know th a t more than h a lf 
o f the adm in is tra tion  in  contro l now 
are the old guard o f the W olinsky, Ship- 
lako ff gang w hich were forced out o f 
office a few  years ago. They are cor- 
upted and discredited by the member 
ship. How  can these tw o groups w ork 
together? E specia lly when the  union 
faces such serious problems as m aking 
the employers live  up to the agreement 
o f las t June; res to ring  o rder and dis 
c ip line  in  the union shops; solving the 
problem o f the shops m oving out of 
tow n ; the g row th  o f scab shops ; and 
above a l l :  p reparing and m obiliz ing the 
workers fo r a strugg le when the agree­
m ent expires ; and the w inn ing  back o f 
the lost conditions w h ich the last adm in­
is tra tio n  gave to the employers, w ith ­
out a fight.

A t the same tim e the unemployment 
s itua tion  increases d a ily  in  great num ­
bers as a resu lt o f w h ich we have today 
out o f 4,500 members, 2,500 unemployed

«The Miltant» Needs Y O U R  Help Now!
W ith  th is  issue o f The M ilita n t  the 

subscrip tion d rive  w i l l  be one th ird  
over. I t  is a log ica l tim e to review  w hat 
has already been accomplished and say 
w hat remains to be done.

The standing o f new and renewed sub­
scriptions, and new bundle orde is as 
fo llo w s : New Y o rk— 12; M inneapolis— 2; 
hicago—-1; St. Lo-uis— 1; M iscallaneous—  
11; Neyv bundle o rd e rs !— Chicago— 2, 
New ark— 1.

This is a sm all increase over last

New York Classes
The firs t three lectures o f comrade 

Shachtman's series in  the H is to ry  o f the 
Communist In te rn a tion a l have proved so 
successful th a t i f  the present successive 
increase in  attendance continues. I t  
w i l l  be i cessary to take a la rge r ha ll. 
The attendance now is over f if ty .

The fo u rth  lecture, to be held on Wed­
nesday, M arch 30th, w i l l  deal w ith  “ The 
Struggle fo r  the Conquest o f the Mass­
es” — the T h ird  Congress of the Comin­
tern in  1021. W orkers attending th is  
lecture would do w e ll to prepare fo r  i t  
by reading comrade T ro ts k y ’s S trategy 
o f the W orld  R evolution advertised else­
where in  The M ilita n t.

SW A B E C K ’S CLASS IN  M A R X IS M
The class taught by comrade Swabeck 

in  M arxism  continues its  ins truc tive  ap­
p lica tion  o f the teachings of M arx  and 
Engels to the fundam ental problems of 
the revo lu tiona ry  movement o f today. 
The class meets reg u la rly  every T hu rs ­
day evening a t 8 p. m. in  our headquar­
ters at 84 East 10th St.

The class is s t i l l  open. The rem ain­
ing  sessions can be taken by reg istering 
a t once.

week’s report.
Thus fa r  the d rive  can be characterized 

by the con trad ic tion  between the tech­
nique o f the d rive  which has been theo­
re tic a lly  worked out and its  results. We 
are aware o f the low  level of the labor 
movement generally, o f the Communist 
movement, too, and the enormous impov­
erishm ent of workers, bu t we are equally 
aware o f the inducements offered sub­
scribers and the absolute necessity fo r  
increasing the c ircu la tio n  o f The M i l i ­
tan t.

We must put The M il ita n t  on a sound 
er financia l basis. F irs t  o f a l l we must 
increase its  c ircu la tio n  and thereby its  
po litica l nifluence. We m ust get new 
subscriptions. We m ust stress and 
stress again th a t comrade T ro tsky ’s w r i t ­
ings appear in  i t ; th a t w ith  each new 
subscription .or renewal, the subscriber, 
especially the new subscriber, may add 
to his lib ra ry  one o f the  ea rlie r works 
of comrade T ro tsky, v iz . : w ith  each $2.00 
subscription or renewal, fo r  one year o f 
f if ty - tw o  issues, a free  paper bound copy 
o f The Permanent Revoluion, o r a free 
one year subscrip tion to Young Spar- 
tacus; w ith  each $1.00 subscrip tion or 
renewal fo r a h a lf year o f tw en ty-s ix  is ­
sues, a free  copy of the S trategy o f the 
W orld  R evo lu tion ; w ith  each 50c t r ia l  
subscrip tion o f th irtee n  issues a free 
copy o f any o f our 10c pamphlets. These 
prem iums apply, on ly du ring  the period 
o f the drive  which ends on June 1st.

D u ring  the period of the drive  on ly we 
also offer a special subscrip tion ra te  of 
25c fo r  eight issues. (There are no l i t ­
e ra ture prem iums w ith  these subscrip­
tions. Th is offer should be a very great 
inducement to  subscrip tion getters. Sure­
ly  almost any class-conscious w o rke r who 
is not to ta lly  unemployed can a ffo rd  25c 
fo r a two months’ subscription. T h is  o f­
fe r should resu lt im m edia te ly in  a large 
increase in  subscriptions.

In  add ition  to getting new subscrip­
tions we m ust renew expired and e xp ir­
ing  subscriptions o r each new subscrip­
tion  w i l l  be balanced by an exp iring  one 
in  w h ich case we w i l l  have a financia l 
c red it and po litica l debit.

I t  is also absolute ly necessary fo r  us 
to  increase the news stand and book 
store sale. Stands w h ich w i l l  ca rry  The 
M il ita n t m ust be shown th e ir  advantage; 
the paper appears re g u la r ly ; th e ir  p ro fit 
is 2c per copy; fo r  unsold dcopies they 
receive f u l l  c red it by sim ply c lipp ing
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M I N N E A P O L I S  W O R K E R S  
O P E N  F O R U M

E very Sunday a t 3 P. M.
1530 East F ra n k lin  (a t B loom ington) 

SUBJECT FO R A p r i l 3rd 
“ RESU LTS OF T H E  M IN N E S O TA  
F A R M E R  LA B O R  C O N VEN TIO N ”  

Lecture by V. R. Dunne 
Admission Free Everybody Welcome 

QUESTIONS and D ISCUSSIO N 
Auspices: Communist League o f Am erica 

(O pposition) M inneapolis B ranch 1

the date line  o f each unsold copy and 
m a iling  i t  in.

We must also organize free mass dis­
tr ib u tio n  wherever workers gather o r 
can be reached, o f “ sample copies”  o f 
back numbers fu rn ished free by the  na­
tio n a l office. Each copy 'is stamped sam­
ple copy. T h is  indicates to the reader 
th a t subsequent copies are to  be paid 
fo r. Thesee free mass d is tribu ions must 
be fo llow ed up by sales o f cu rre n t is­
sues. A ny comrade may order a number 
o f such sample copies fo r  d is tribu tion . 
Each order should specify the number 
and the orders should be lim ited  to  w hat 
can ac tu a lly  be d is tribu ted. The order 
should also specify fo r w ha t group or 
meeting the d is tr ib u tio n  is intended so 
we can ship appropria te issues and ship 
them in  tim e.

F in a lly  we m ust bu ild  in  every c ity  
where we have strength o r influence a 
s ta ff of M ilitan t builders. They m ust 
w ork  on the idea th a t one o f th e ir  spe­
c ia l tasks is to  continually bring  in  sub­
scrip tion, renewals and bundle o rd e rs ; 
no t as an occasional du ty  bu t as a steady 
consistent task. The s ta ff and record 
thus fa r  is as fo llo w s : L. Basky— 1; R. 
Sacharow—>1.

We believe th a t i f  a ll o f the points in 
these notes are taken in to  account and 
acted upon w ith  the necessary energy 
and speed we can successfully bu ild  the 
c ircu la tio n  o f The M ilitan t to a much 
h igher figure than i t  enjoys now.

The f irs t score in  the drive between 
the r iv a l teams o f the M inneapolis branch 
fo r  M ilitant subscriptions and renewals 
was made by comrade C urran  who non­
cha lan tly  s tro lled  r ig h t in to  the r iv a l 
camp and got a sub from  one o f its  mem­
bers, Dunne by name. The la tte r  clan 
swears vengeance and from  a ll ind ica­
tions w i l l  ye t make a showing in  the 
contest. The C urran  clan has the advan­
tage o f some heavy h itte rs  in  the shape 
o f Hedlund. Coover and others. Th is 
does not in  any way im p ly  th a t the 
Dunne team has no persistent pluggers. 
I t  m ere ly says the proof is in  the pud­
ding, which, we know, is in  the eating.

A n in te resting  fea tu re  o f the entire 
contest is the wager made between the 
teams. The losing team agrees to make 
a banquet fo r  the  benefit o f The M ilitant 
at w h ich  the w inn ing  team w i l l  be the 
guests o f honor. E very member is on 
h is pins fo r  action.

The weekly standing o f the teams w il l  
be registered in  the organ izationa l co l­
umns o f The M ilitant. So w atch the 
M ilitant fo r  re s u lts !

«Soviet’s Challenge» at the 
Acme Theatre

The Acme Theatre, 14th S treet and 
Union Square, is now presenting the 
Soviet film , “ Soviet Challenge” , an ex­
tra o rd in a ry  and exclusive showing o f a 
p ic tu re  not seen here before. The pic­
tu re  is based on “ The 5th Year ”  and 
was produced in  the U. S. S. R. by Pro- 
le tk ino . The film  shows the progress 
and achievements in  the Soviet Union.

On the same program  the Acme Thea­
tre  w i l l  present an added feature, “ Songs 
o f The Cossacks”  T h is  is the firs t 
tim e th is  s inging p ic tu re  o f the Cossacks 
has been shown here.

A  special feature o f “ Soviet’s Chal­
lenge”  shows T ro tsky  a t work.

workers. The rest are w o rk ing  only 
pa rt tim e. The employers took and are 
tak ing  advantage o f th is  s itua tion . They 
do lfot live  up even to the ro tten  agree­
ment they signed. They reduce wages 
constantly. They have introduced the 
speed-up system. W orkers are abused 
and insu lted  by th e ir  bosses and fore 
men, when they do w ork  a day o r two 
a week, ins ide  m anufacturers give the ir 
w o rk  to con tractors in  non-union shops 
and le t th e ir  workers starve, wh ich is 
against the agreement they signed. This 
is the condition under which the pocket- 
book wdrkers slave today.

How is i t  possible th a t the employers 
could get away and not live  up to the 
agreement a t a tim e when there is an 
“ im p a rtia l”  m achinery in  the indudsry?

F irs t, there is the reorganization clause 
we have had since the last agreement, 
which was forced on the wrorkers by the 
betrayers. Th is clause is a club in  the 
hands o f the employers, over the heads 
o f the workers. Under th is  reorgani­
zation clause the employers have a 
r ig h t to discharge ten per cent o f the 
workers d u rin g  the year, which means 
five per cent every s ix months. The cm-' 
ployers used thisr clause as a w h ip  over 
the workers. I t  was possible fo r  the 
employers to speed up the workers, be­
cause each w orker feared th a t he would 
be the one to be discharged when reor­
ganization came around, a fte r the season 
was over. The employers used another 
scheme. A  few  days before reorganiza­
tion  took place, they called the workers 
in to  th e ir  office and to ld  them i f  they 
would take a reduction in  wages, they 
w ou ld  not be sent away. The workers 
know ing th a t there are over 2,500 w ork­
ers unemployed and tha t they can’t  get 
another job, accepted reductions in  
wages w hich amounted to 10, 20 and 30 
percent.

Second : the present adm in is tra tion  
w h ich  is known to the workers as the 
“ F ra te rn a l C lub”  gang, gave the employ­
ers a free hand and collaborated w ith  
them to bring  down wages and under 
m ine the conditions of the workers.

A fte r the employers reduced the wages 
o f the workers, they called the union to 
a conference and demanded another re ­
duction in  wages of 15 peroent. The ad­
m in is tra tio n  was w illin g  to  give a 10 
percent reduction o f wages prov id ing  
the employers renewed the agreement ex­
p ir in g  in  June fo r another year. When 
the manager reported th is  offer to a 
general membership meeting, the w ork­
ers rejected it .  I t  was decided not to 
renew the agreement so long as there 
is the reorganiza tion clause in  it ,  but 
tha t the union should prepare and 
m obilize the workers fo r a struggle, when 
the agreement expires. A  few  weeks 
la te r the adm in is tra tion  called another 
membership meeting. A t th is  meeting 
the “ F ra te rna l C lub’ adm in is tra tion  te r­
rorized the membership and maneuvered 
to  reconsider the decision o f the pre­
vious meeting. A fte r  a lengthy a,nd heated 
discussion, the “ F ra te rn a l C lub”  gang 
forced a reconsideration of the decision 
o f the previous meeting. They were 
vic torious once more. A l l  they need is 
m ore such vic tories and the members 
w i l l  do w ith  them w ha t hey have done 
w ith  the last adm in is tra tion . When the 
adm in is tra tion  won th e ir  v ic to ry  th is  
gave them the power to  negotiate a new 
agreement on the basis o f a 10 percent 
cu t in  wages inc lud ing  the clause of re ­
organization which the membership so 
b itte r ly  opposed at the firs t meeting.

Then our misleaders at the next con­
ference w ith  the In d u s tr ia l council pro­
posed to the employers a 10 per cent re­
duction in  wages provided the m anu­
factu re rs , in  tu rn , prolong the agree 
m ent fo r  another year. The bosses 
p o lite ly  rejected the offer. They know 
they can get from  the “ F ra te rna l C lub”  
adm in is tra tion  30 per cent in  June. Th is 
shows how the employers used our prac­
tic a l leaders in  an e ffo rt to he lp  them 
destroy the union.

Now when the R igh t w ing leadership 
have exposed themselves as w ork ing  
hand in  hand w ith  the bosses, the rank 
and file  Committee have a great op­
p o rtu n ity  to  w in  over the m a jo rity  o f the 
workers p rov id ing  they pursue a correct 
and clear policy. The numerous b lun­
ders o f the pa rty  and the T. U. U. L. 
m ust be avoided by the rank and file 
com m ittee in  the Pocketbook W orkers 
Union.

In  June our agreement expires. The 
bosses, as i t  looks, have decided to de­
s troy our organ ization which took so 
many years o f b itte r  struggle to bu ild  
A t th is  moment the rank and file  com­
m ittee have a great task to perform  
There are on ly ten weeks le ft t i l l  June. 
The rank and file  committee must ca rry  
on ag ita tion  and education and prepare 
the workers fo r  a m ilita n t strugg le and 
fo r  the fo llow ing  demands ;

(1) A  40 hour, five day week which 
is necessary in  order to re lieve the un­
employment s itu a tio n  and b ring  jobs to 
an add itiona l few  hundred workers.

(2 ) Unem ploym ent Insurance m ust 
be revised and should be pa id by the 
m anfacturers only. A t  present the w o rk­
ers pay from  th e ir  meagre earnings th e ir 
p a rt o f the fund. The only one who 
benefits by the unemployment fund is 
the fake r, D r. Hendin, who was re­
warded by the misleaders fo r  last year’s 
“ good”  settlement. He is s t i l l  ge tting  
h is $75 a week w h ile  the unemployed 
workers are starving.

(3 ) The rank and file  committee w il l  
have to see to  i t  th a t m ilita n t p icketing 
should take place in  o rder to stop a ll 
the scab ships du ring  the f irs t few days 
o f the strike.

(4) T h is  s tr ik e  w i l l  have to be con­
ducted in  a m ilita n t fash ion not on ly 
against the employers bu t also against 
the misleaders who are agents o f the 
bosses.

—N. D AVIS .

Farmer-Laborites in Minn-
M IN N E A P O LIS , M IN N .

A new page in  Farm er-Labor h is to ry  
has been w ritte n . Anderson, the Farm er- 
Labor mayor o f M inneapolis has come 
out w ith  a new proposal on unem ploy­
ment. Coming so soon a fte r the fo rc ib le  
breaking up o f the February 4th Unem­
ploym ent Mass meeting on B ridge Sq., 
in  which six workers were arrested and 
convicted of “ d isorderly  conduct’’ , the 
solution offered by the m ayor should not 
be surp ris ing  to the workers of th is  c ity. 
In  a press statement to the M inneapolis 
Journa l of M arch 7th, Mayor Anderson 
proposes to a llev ia te  the depression and 
cu t down the expenses of local adm in­
is tra tio n  by conscrip ting  workers now 
receiving cha rity  to do c ity  w o rk  such as 
c learing snow, road repair, etc., fo r  no th­
ing, tha t is, in  re tu rn  fo r  groceries. 
This, he claims, would in some measure 
repay the c ity  fo r the cha rity  they now 
dispense.

In  exam in ing th is  proposal, we see tha t 
th is  is noth ing more than an attack on 
the present public works wage scale, and 
is a measure w h ich  the Chamber of 
Commerce and the organized bosses 
eapolis should draw  some p o lit ic a l con­
clusions from  th is  step taken by the 
Farm er-Laborite , and examine more 
closely its  connection w ith  the general 
program of the open-shoppers o f th is  
c ity . The rad ica l pre-election speeches, 
the lengthy promises to a llevia te  the lo t 
of the workers, have lost some of the ir 
appeal in the lig h t o f the actua l deeds 
p f the F. L. P. adm in is tra tion . The 
workers of M inneapolis are looking more 
and more cyn ica lly  upon a state and c ity  
m ach inery which has consistently acted 
in  collusion w ith  the Chamber o f Com­
merce. I ts  ro le as a democratic cloak 
fo r  vicious attacks o f the bosses has 
become clear to a l l th in k in g  workers.

T h is  s itua tion  is exceptionally fa vo r­
able fo r the Communists. W orkers are 
now beginning to understand the cor­
rectness o f Communist candidates op­
posing the reform ists, and no longer re­
proach us fo r  “ sp littin g  the labor vote” . 
The workers o f Minnesota have no in ­
terest in  the cap ita lis t parties inc lud ing 
the Farm er-Labor Party . The coming 
elections w il l  show more c lea rly  than 
ever the grow ing strength and appeal of 
Communism fo r  the mass o f w orkers in 
th is  state.

— SARA A V R IN .

L e ft O ppos itio n  A c tiv itie  

in the M id d le  W e s t
The three days o f comrade G lotzer’s 

stay in  M inneapolis were crammed fu l l  
o f events f r u it fu l  fo r  the Le ft Opposi­
tion. The centra l propaganda meeting 
was the debate w ith  A. C. Townley o f 
N onpartisan League fame. Heralded as 
a fire-eating champion of economic and 
po litica l reform s, the audience o f 150 
who gathered at the Labor Lyceum were 
surprised and amused to hear th is  ex­
ponent o f ru ra l rad ica lism  relate a. ser­
ies of stories and anecdotes: en te rta in ­
ing in  themselves, but having l i t t le  to do 
w ith  the subject at hand : "The Cause 
and Cure o f the Present Economic 
C ris is .”  I t  is  needless to say tha t 
T ow ioey’s series o f parables on cap ita l­
ism and numerous th rusts  at the Hoover 
admin) s tra tion could not stand up against 
comrade G lotzer’s clear-cut M arx ian  an­
a lysis o f capita lis t- crises and the pre­
scrip tion o f the p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion as 
the solution. F o llow ing  the meeting a 
quan tity  o f lite ra tu re  was sold.

A  crowd o f about the same size heard 
comrade G lotzer in  the afternoon a t the 
Communist League headquarters on 
“ W here is Europe Going?”  Here a more 
serious tone prevailed since the speaker 
dealt w ith  the bu rn ing  p o lit ic a l w o rld  
problems o f the day. Both these meet­
ings were m arked by in te lligen t questions 
and enthusiastic discussion. P arty  mem­
bers were present, and reg istered th e ir  
d isappointm ent in  find ing no counter­
revo lu tionary content to the meetings by 
a “ d ign ified”  silence. W a lte r F rank, 
however, did come fo rw a rd  w ith  his own 
peculiar brand of the theory of social­
ism in  one country tha t classes could be 
abolished in  Russia alone which forced 
the speaker to pu b lic ly  set h im  r ig h t. A 
number o f “ Germany”  pamphlets were 
sold at th is  meeting.

A  th ird  pub lic  meeting was held w ith  
about 1(H) U n ive rs ity  of M innesota stu­
dents a t B urton  H a ll who a tten tive ly  
received comrade T ro ts k y ’s views on the 
present w o rld  situaion. In  th is  case, 
however, the U n ivers ity  au thorities  d is­
crim inated against the sale o f L e ft Op­
position lite ra tu re . A  campus detective 
shoved his way through the crowd of 
students lined up to buy, and brusk ly  
ordered the lite ra tu re  off the grounds. 
We protested the reactionary organiza­
tions are a llow ed to sell pamphlets, tha t 
even the P a rty  sold lite ra tu re  in  the 
same h a ll when Norman T a lle n tire  and 
Sender G arlin  spoke to the U n ivers ity  
students. To no ava il. H is  ins tructions 
were specific. No T ro tsky is t pamphlets 
w i l l  be sold. W ith  typ ica l s tup id ity , a 
P a rty  n itw it ,  too tim id  to take the floor 
in  the meeting, nevertheless loud ly pro­
claimed outside to some students how 
the counter-revo lu tionary T ro tsky ites 
were in  league w ith  the U n ive rs ity  au­
tho rities . Several turned away in  dis­
gust.

A  group o f 12 young workers and s tu ­
dents assembled on Saturday afternoon, 
and a fte r lis ten ing  to comrade G lotzer’s 
message on the tasks of Am erican Com­
m unist youth, decided to  launch a Spar- 
tacus Y ou th  Club in  M inneapolis. A  
committee on preamble and by-laws was 
elected and a date set fo r the f irs t meet­
ing  o f the c lu b ; Saturday, M arch 19th

2 :30 P. M. at the Labor Lyceum, 0th Ave. 
N o rth  and Irv in g . Ind ica tions po in t to ­
wards the development o f an active rev­
o lu tio na ry  youth force in Minneapolis.

An account o f comrade G lotzer’s stay 
would not be complete w ith o u t m ention 
of the banquet in  his honor held fo r  the 
benefit o f our pub lish ing  activ ities . A f ­
te r a modest lunch, there ensued some 
liv e ly  enterta inm ent, fea tu ring  the much 
heralded M il ita n t  Q uarte t as w e ll as 
one of the “ Heavenly Discourse”  skits 
en titled  “ Denver Prays For R a in". Here 
the lau re ls  must be handed to the Dunne 
boys. G rant and Miles, as w e ll as to B i l l  
Curran fo r  th e ir  d ram atic  and musical 
contribu tions. G lotzer spoke on his 
v is it w ith  T ro tsky  and the w ork o f the 
League and brought a rousing collection 
fo r  L e ft O pposition publications.

A  special organization o f the M in n ­
eapolis branch was held w ith  comrade 
Glotzer Monday n igh t where he reported 
on the w ork  o f the European and Chi­
nese sections o f the L e ft Opposition and 
the In te rn a tion a l Secretariat. The prac­
tic a l tasks of the M inneapolis League 
in  the coming period were la id  out and 
discussed.

The net financia l resu lt o f these meet­
ings was a b it over f if ty  do lla rs. The 
po litie a l resu lts are p o s itive ; organiza­
tional, excellent, M inneapolis is looking 
fo rw a rd  to the next na tiona l tour.

Opposition Greeks 
Answer «Empros»
The ‘‘Em pros” , the Greek organ o f the 

S ta lin is ts  in  Am erica is ca rry ing  on a 
one sided struggle against the N a tiona l 
H e ra ld  but overlooking th£ necessary 
exposure o f the A tla n tis .

In  our M anifestos last November we 
attacked th is  one sidedness and we 
warned the Greek workers o f th is  fa u lty  
and dangerous proceedure o f the Greek 
S talin ists, w h ich  they are s t i l l  pursu ing 
in  spite of the protests by many p a rty  
members and sympathizers.

In  the curren t issue of Communistis 
we took up the slanders o f the standard­
ized type which was the o lily  reply the 
S ta lin is ts  could give to our c ritic ism  of 
th e ir  fa ilin g . We to ld  the Greek w ork­
ers tha t the rea l supporters o f the Em ­
pros are not the S ta lin is ts  who d irec t its  
policies a t present but a l l the workers 
and especially the L e ft O ppositionists 
who fought w ith in  the ranks of the pa rty  
before they were expelled. We s t i l l  
figh t fo r  its  correct o rien ta tion  on the 
questions of the class struggle and re ­
m ind the S ta lin is ts  th a t they are not 
the p riva te  owners of the Empros. W e 
demanded again th a t they m ust a ttack  
the A tla n tis  the ro y a lis t ami pseudo­
labor paper, in  a more b itte r  way because 
th is  sheet exp lo its the rad ica liza tion  of 
the Greek workers. I t  is  doing its  u t­
most to  prevent them from  jo in in g  the 
figh ting  ranks of the Communists. The 
S ta lin is ts  refused to a ttack the A tla n tis  
be lieving na ive ly  tha t they can u tilize  
th is  paper in  th e ir  struggle against the 
N a tion a l H era ld . B u t they were sadly 
disappointed and surprised when th is  
ro y a lis t sheet refused to w r ite  a single 
line  in  defense o f comrade Chrisafides, 
the business manager o f the Empros, 
when he was arrested.

The A tla n tis  is a class conscious bour­
geois newspaper and in  case of choice 
n a tu ra lly  w i l l  support the N ationa l 
H era ld . T h is  the S ta lin is ts  could not 
understand, un fo rtuna te ly , not fo r  them­
selves alone, bu t fo r  the w o rk ing  class, 
w h ich expects leadership from  the col­
umns of the Empros. The tit le s  o f the 
exposures against the N a tion a l H e ra ld  
were w r itte n  in  the typ ica l libera l-A m - 
erican fashion w h ich misleads and con­
fuses. I t  strengthens the conceptions of 
bourgeois justice, and a t the same tim e 
strengthens the p a trio tic  tra d itio n s  of 
the ideal Greek State. How otherw ise 
can be characterized the t i t le s : T a tan is  
before the H e llen ic Justice.

Upon the arrest of comrade Chrissa- 
fides the S ta lin is ts  issued a m anifesto 
appealing to the Greeks o f Am erica as 
i f  the Greeks in  America were a ll mem­
bers o f the w o rk ing  class they forge t tha t 
whenever the Greek workers, whether 
food workers fu rr ie rs  or of any other 
trade, attem pted to reduce th e ir  12-14 
hours w orkday or 7 day week, the Greek 
bosses did not hesitate to use gangsters 
or any ohter conceivable medium o f 
s tr ik e  breaking against these very H e ll­
enes.

A  Communist paper should a lways ex­
pose every lackey of the ca p ita lis t class 
the N a tiona l H e ra ld  and any o ther o r­
ganization or in d iv id u a l o f the cap ita l­
is t class is f irm ly  u n ite “  w ith  the en tire  
s truc tu re  o f th e ir  system.

W hole precious columns of a Commun­
is t paper are devoted to prove tha t ac­
cord ing to the rules of the Greek o rtho­
dox Church the ed itor of the N a tiona l 
H e ra ld  should not be allowed to m a in ­
ta in  his priesthood and to prove th a t 
other priests v io la ted th is . A l l  these 
may sound incred ib le but s t i l l  they are 
facts in  spite o f th e ir  paradox. We fea r 
i t  w i l l  continue u n t il the Greek p a rty  
members as w e ll as the en tire  pa rty  
membership demand vigorously in  a real 
Bolshevik m anner to get an account 
from  these bureaucrats.

The Greek Bureau o f the Communist 
League of Am erica (O pposition) w i l l  not 
a llow  its e lf  to become the fo o tb a ll o f 
the N a tiona l H e ra ld  or o f any such bour­
geois agency as the S ta lin is ts  became 
the ins trum en ts  o f A tla n tis . They w i l l  
continue to fo llo w  the M arx is t-L en in is t 
line  and w i l l  not compromise w ith  any 
k in d  o f cap ita lis t lackey.

In  the Communistis we have urged 
every w orker to support the Empros 
which is in  p e ril from  the attacks o f 
the cap ita lis ts.
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IN  T H E  IN TE R N A TIO N A L OF LABOR
Reviews and News of the Working Class and Revolutionary Movements

Statement on the Recent Decree Depriving 
Comrade Trotsky of Soviet Citizenship For the Unity of Spanish Communism

A n  Open Letter of the Spanish Left Opposition Addressed to all Communists
Comrades;

(Continued fro m  page 1) 
against the nom ination o f S ta lin  to  the 
post of General Secretary ; ‘th is  cook 
w i l l  serve ns a peppery d ish’ . . . Th is 
cook has not yet exhausted the cu lin ­
a ry  science completely.

“ T h is  p red ic tion  o f Len in ’s is being 
verified anew. The decree of exp a tria ­
tio n  was another— and not the la s t— 
poisoned dish from  the S ta lin is t k itchen”

The decree is the product o f w ra th  and 
weakness. The choice o f names in  the 
lis t  o f those expatria ted is d icta ted by 
the necessity o f a p o lit ic a l amalgam. 
The T henu idorians have always com­
bined the named o f th e ir revo lu tiona ry  
adversaries w ith  those o f the representa­
tives o f the counter-revolutionaries, in  
th e ir  reprisals. The names of Don, 
Abram ovitch , Potressov and the other# 
are obviously dragged in  by the ha ir. 
I t  is a m atter of creating a combine tha t 
w ould be compromising to the name of 
T ro tsky. The necessity of an amalgam 
is d icta ted by the very na ture o f Cen­
tr is m  w h ich  cannot he lp having enemies 
from  the r ig h t and the le ft  and which 
sets its e lf  the task o f th ro w in g  a l l in to  
the same pot in  order to mask its  Cen­
t r is t  character. A t the same tim e the 
S ta lin is ts  continuée to f i l l  up the places 
o f deportation. The colonies o f Bolshe­
v ik  exiles in  S iberia and Centra l Asia 
are constantly grow ing. Those confined 
in  the so lita ries, a fte r serving th e ir  time, 
have been condemned to supplem entary 
confinement. S ta lin  does not w an t them 
to leave the so litaries alive. O nly a few 
weeks ago the old Bolshevik Tsulukidze, 
a member of the P a rty  since 1905, was 
finished off by a series of ignom inous 
T herm idorian  acts. T h is  sick old B o l­
shevik, instead o i being trans fe rred  to  a 
place in  which more favorable conditions 
fo r  her state o f health exist, as she was 
promised, was deported to Aklom insk, 

"the w ors t spot in  Centra l Asia. In  re ­
p ly  to her protests, she was beaten. 
O ur un flinch ing  comrade could not re­
s ist his m altreatm ent more than a few
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months and succumbed. S ta lin  k ille d  
her as he k il le d  Zinzadze, B lum kin , and 
many other revo lu tiona ry  Bolsheviks. 
Uakovsky is tied down to  B arnou l, in  
wh ich the harsh c lim a te  is p ra c tica lly  
destroying the  health o f the old fighter. 
He is gravely i l l .  The te rro r  against 
Iiakovsky, besides having general p o li­
t ic a l causes, also has a personal motive. 
S ta lin  nu rtu res an old ha tred  against 
Iiakovsky w h ich  is based on the  fac t th a t 
to the same degree to w h ich  S ta lin  is 
the incarna tion  o f bureaucratic  b ru ta lity  
and d is loya lty , Rakovsky is the image o f 
genuine revo lu tiona ry  m agnanim ity.

The decree o f exp a tria tion  against 
T ro tsky  and his fa m ily  has an add ition ­
a l purpose and is linked  w ith  the te r­
ro r is t designs o f the W h ite  Guards 
against T ro tsky. The Soviet government 
w h ich issued the news o f a planned ass­
assination by T u rk u l in  the Rote Fahne, 
attaches an extrem ely great im portance 
to the in fo rm a tio n  fu rn ished  by the G. 
1*. U., w h ich  is evidenced by the  fa c t 
th a t i t  addresses its e lf  o ffic ia lly  to  the 
Secre taria t of the League o f Nations, ad­
v is ing  i t  of the danger th rea ten ing L it-  
v ino ff on the p a rt o f the  same W hite  
Guard te rro ris ts . A lthough  he has a t 
his disposal data o f such an im portance 
and such concrete facts, S ta lin  has never­
theless not b rought them  to  the a tten tion  
o f comrade T ro tsky, nor to  th is  friends 
up to the present; ne ithe r w ith  regard 
to the character o f the te rro r is t o rgan i­
zation, its  composition, its  connections, 
nor its  methods, etc. O nly by being 
aware o f a l l  these circumstances can the 
m ilita n ts  o f the L e ft  Opposition, in  the 
extrem ely unfavorable conditions of th e ir  
exile, take the necessary preventa tive 
measures. Comrade T ro tsky ’s compan­
ions-in-arm s have more than once ad­
dressed these demands to  the represen­
ta tives of S ta lin  abroad. No in fo rm a tion , 
no aid has been given to  them. In  other

opted th is  re so lu tio n ; since then the U n­
ited  Farm ers of A lb e rta  and the  U n ited 
Farm ers of Saskatchewan a t th e ir  las t 
conventions, and the p rov inc ia l conven­
tio n  o f the A lb e rta  Trades and Labor 
Councils have also taken th is  reso lu tion 
up. In  spite o f the sabotage by the labor 
bureaucrats, the mass pressure from  the 
ran k  and file  forced them  to  take defin ite 
action. A  notice was also sent out ca ll­
in g  an Eastern Canada Emergency Con­
ference in  H am ilton , O ntario , fo r  Feb­
ru a ry  6th and 7th, to  plan fu r th e r  a 
program  o f work. The ca ll specifica lly 
stated th a t the in v ita tio n  was Issued to 
every body and person in  sym pathy w ith  
the views o f the Conference, regardless 
of p o lit ic a l be lie f o r a ffilia tion .

Comrade J. S ilve r was sent to  the 
H a m ilton  Conference as the representa­
tive  of the local Toronto Conference, 
comrade P an itch represented an a u x il­
ia ry  organization, and comrade Green 
went as the d irec t offic ia l delegate of 
the Toron to  branch o f the L e ft Opposi­
t io n ; a l l ou r comrades were seated.

In  spite of the short tim e  and lack of 
prepara tion  in  ca llin g  the Conference, i t  
opened w ith  283 delegates representing 
166 organizations, and 117 ind iv idua ls. 
The L ibe ra ls , as usual, were prom inent 
by th e ir absence. O f the 19 trade unions 
represented, over h a lf were A. F. o f L. 
locals. The o ther delegates were from  
various a u x ilia ry  organizations, unem­
ployed associations, language and cu l­
tu ra l bodies, I .  L . P., etc. Comrade 
S ilve r was elected on the resolutions 
committee and took an active pa rt in  the 
de liberations on th a t body; comrade 
P an itch was appointed to the Advisory 
Committee. The eight arrested leaders, 
then s t i l l  out on b a il aw a itin g  the resu lt 
of th e ir  appeal, were enthusiastica lly  
greeted and appointed as honorary Presi­
dium  members.

A. E. Sm ith presented the po litica l 
report, g iv ing  an ou tline  o f the crisis, 
the reasons fo r  the  severe reaction in  
Canada, and cited the figures o f the 
Class T e rro r in  Canada in  1931, when 
720 workers were arrested w ith  155 con­
v ic t io n s ; 78 workers were beaten and 
wounded, 3 m iners b ru ta lly  k il le d  in  
Estevan. and 96 dem onstrations and 
meetings smashed. The w a r danger was 
given emphasis, and a set o f organiza­
tio n a l proposals were adopted which 
called fo r  the fu r th e r  broadening of the 
un ited fro n t. T im  Buck and Tom  Ewen, 
tw o of the arrested leaders, in  th e ir dis­
cussions, emphasized again and again 
th a t the Conference was not a Commun­
is t organization, bu t a movement embrac­
ing  any labor body and lib e ra l elements 
who agreed w ith  its  aims o f figh ting  fo r  
free speech and assemblage, and the re­
peal o f Section 98. B uck also stated 
th a t the pressure o f the masses may 
even force the A. F. o f L. to  take ac­
tion , and render them also liab le  to  
Section 98.

Perspectives
Due to the bankruptcy o f the S ta lin ­

is t policies, loss o f membership, prestige, 
etc., the P a rty  was forced to adopt the 
Len in is t p rinc ip le  o f the U n ited Front. 
Th is is a v ind ica tion  o f the program  of 
the L e ft Opposition. The course taken 
in  th is  conference is an in vo lu n ta ry  ad-

words, the S ta lin is t clique is concealing 
before T ro tsky  and his friends  a l l the 
concrete data w h ich i t  possesses con­
cerning the planned assassination of 
T ro tsky.

In  ju rd ic a l language, th is  m anner o f 
action is Called— in  case there is no d ir ­
ect com plic ity  —  concealing evidence. 
S ta lin  understands th a t very we ll. H is  
personal respons ib ility  is  on ly  too clear. 
Seeking fo r  some way out, he came upon 
the idea o f exp a tria ting  comrade T ro t­
sky. S ta lin  believes th a t i f  he w ith ­
draw s comrade T ro tsky ’s Soviet pass­
port, he w i l l  thereby d im in ish h is own 
respons ib ility  in  the case of a successful 
a ttem pt on the p a rt o f the w h ite  te rro r­
ists. In  th a t case, i t  w i l l  not be a m at­
te r o f a Soviet c it iz e n ! T h is  m iserable 
refuge w i l l  not be o f any avail, ju s t as 
a ll the other measures o f a s im ila r na­
ture.

T h is  decree, born o f w ra th  and im  
potence, may cause comrade T ro tsky 

| and his fa m ily  personal d ifficu lties. Bu 
i t  w i l l  not change the fact, th a t today 
ju s t as on October 25, 1917, T ro tsky re­
mains, together w ith  Lenin, the founder 
of the Soviet Republc and the leader of 
the October re v o lu tio n ; th a t he was the 
organizer o f the v ic to ry  o f the Red A rm y 
and th a t he is today the outstanding 
figh te r fo r  the p ro le ta rian  re v o lu tio n ; 
w h ile  S ta lin  is on ly the candidate fo r  the 
post o f grave d igger o f the pro le ta rian  
d ic ta torsh ip .

N or w i l l  th is  prevent w hat is inev it- j 
able, the do w n fa ll o f the  d ic ta to rsh ip  o f  
the degenerated S ta lin is t clique. Th is 
do w n fa ll is  inevitab le . I t  w ill not be the 
preparation for the downfall of the pro­
letarian dictatorship, as the enemy class 
hopes, but on the contrary, for the de­
generation and the bloom of proletarian 
democracy. I t  signifies the regeneration 
of the Comintern. I t  has become the 
indispensable prem ise fo r  the success o f 
socia list construction in  the U. S. S. R. 
and fo r  the development o f the in te rna ­
tio n a l revo lu tion.

IN TER N A TIO N A L SECRETARIAT 
OF TH E LEFT OPPOSITION

m ission th a t th e ir  previous stra tegy was 
one o f iso la tion, and th a t to influence 
the masses, i t  is  necessary to go in to  
th e ir  organizations.

The Conference was bu t a beginning in  
th is  development. To embrace a la rger 
num ber o f workers w ith in  the movement 
is now the m ain task, w ith o u t c la r ity  
in  p rinc ip le  and theory, there can be no 
stable movement, and the adoption of 
the p rinc ip le  o f the un ited fro n t has 
shown w hat can be accomplished.

O ur comrad >s in  the various organiza­
tions m ust see th a t th is  movement is 
not allowed to d r i f t  away, but to bring  
i t  in to  fu r th e r  contact w ith  the masses.

— S. GREEN.

On the occasion o f the fourteenth 
anniversary o f the founding o f the 
Red A rm y, we re p rin t below an ac­
count o f the event by V ic to r Serge 
and several o f the f irs t  Soviet docu­
ments bearing on the subject. V ic to r 
Serge is the tra n s la to r o f the French 
ed ition o f the complete w orks o f 
Lenin. He is a Franco-Russian Com­
m unist o f long standing and a mem­
ber o f the L e ft Opposition. The 
chapter prin ted below form s pa rt of 
h is w o rk  Year I  of the Russian Rev­
olution ( in  F rench) and is o f espe­
c ia l in te rest a t present in  view of 
the S ta lin is t d is to rtions o f revo lu tion ­
a ry  h is to ry  in  general and th a t o f 
the Red A rm y  in  pa rticu la r. The 
Red A rm y, in  the organization of 
w h ich  comrade T ro tsky  took the 
leading part, was created as the 
arm y o f the In te rn a tio n a l revo lu tion . 
Today, on the fourteenth anniversary 
o f its  foundation , w ith  the sharpen­
ing o f the class conflicts and the im ­
minence o f social struggles o f an 
in te rna tiona l scope, i t  is  especially 
w e ll to remember this. Long live  
the Red A rm y, the arm y o f the w orld  
p ro le ta r ia t!

•  *  *  *

TH E TR U TH  ABOUT TH E  B IR TH  
OF TH E  RED ARMY

F in land, the B a ltic  countries, the U k­
ra ine  are occupied by the A ustrians and 
the Germans. The T u rks  are entering 
Caucasia, a t th a t tim e “ independent” , 
The B r it is h  are occupying the Baku. The 
Rumanians are seizing Bessarabia. The 
Japanese are landing a t V lad ivostok 
(A p r i l 6). The revo lu tion  is surrounded 
in  a c irc le  of iro n  and fire. I t  needs an 
army. Th is arm y m ust be created from  
the void.

On January 2 (15), w h ile  negotiations 
are going on a t B rest-L itovsk, a decree 
is issued on the establishm ent o f a Red 
A rm y o f volunteers.

The Red general s ta ff— whatever has 
remained o f the fo rm er general s ta ff—  
calls upon the loca l Soviets to  show 
th e ir  in it ia t iv e  by con s titu ting  new corps, 
the b a tta lio n  o f 150 men to  be adopted 
as the un it. T h is  appeal d id  not go un­
answered. The rea l Red A rm y  was to 
be created la te r, under the cover form ed 
fo r  i t  by these f irs t im provised units. 
A  Supreme A rm y Council was form ed on

W ith  the pub lica tion  of the “ Open 
L e tte r”  of the Communist In te rn a tion a l 
to  the C. P. S., the profound cris is  which 
has been hovering over Spanish Com­
munism as a consequence of the funda­
m ental e rro rs  com m itted by the na tion­
al leadership w ith  the fu l l  acquiescence 
o f the In te rn a tio n a l has broken out in to 
the open. A  whole series o f mistakes 
are stigm atised in  th is  document, m is­
takes th a t the Spanish L e ft Opposition 
was the f irs t to po in t out a t a tim e when 
the correction o f these m istakes would 
have m arked a v ic torious advance o f the 
revo lu tion. Only when the mistakes 
blossoming w ith in  the pa rty  grow  to 
th e ir  f u l l  length does the In te rn a tion a l, 
which defended and supported these er­
roneous policies and approved those re­
sponsible fo r  them so reso lu te ly , decide 
to pu t fo rw a rd  its  c r it ic is m  under the 
pressure o f the ran k  and file  and in  
the face o f evident symptoms o f the de­
m ora liza tion  o f the pa rty , symptoms 
w hich are m an ifes ting  themselves in  
th e ir  fu l l  force. Two days before the 
pub lica tion  of the “ Open L e tte r” , simple 
m ilita n ts  who had the courage to b ring  
up critic ism s less severe than th a t o f the 
In te rn a tio n a l in  th e ir  un its— were ex­
pelled fro m  the p a rty  w ith  the sanction 
o f in te rna tiona l organisms. The present 
cris is  was not produced by a log ica l de­
velopment o f the organization, th a t is 
to say, by means o f a free discussion 
w ith in  the pa rty , bu t was fabricated 
a r t if ic a lly ;  imposed by the In te rn a tio n ­
a l bureaucracy.

I t  is logica l tha t the leadership o f the 
In te rn a tion a l, those most responsible fo r 
the m istakes o f the Spanish leadership, 
are doing everyth ing in  th e ir  power to 
cover up the  catastrophic consequences 
o f the po licy  pursued in  Spain. H is to r­
ica lly , the damage caused by these p o li­
t ic a l mistakes is very d iff ic u lt to make 
good. When the rhy thm  o f the revo lu­
tion  s tarts  its  process o f decline, the 
bureaucracy o f the In te rn a tio n a l poses 
the question o f the reorganiza tion o f the 
pa rty . The In te rn a tion a l bureaucracy 
gave its  assent, its  support to every­
th in g  th a t deprived the Spanish pro le­
ta r ia t  o f its  revo lu tiona ry  p a rty  in  the 
cu lm ina tive  period o f the revo lu tion. 
M ore than that, the In te rn a tio n a l cov­
ered w ith  the cloak o f its  a u th o rity  the 
s p lit in  the ranks o f Spanish Communism 
m ain ta ined by the offic ia l leadership o f 
the party . P rac tica lly , the C. I .  and the 
Spanish leadership, the B u lle jo s -T rilla - 
Pumarega combine, were the liqu ida to rs  
o f the im m ediate perspectives opened ¡up 
fo r  the Spanish p ro le ta r ia t by the F our­
teenth o f A p ril.

In  the “ Open L e tte r”  o f the Commun­
is t In te rn a tio n a l are reproduced the 
same critic ism s tha t, since the beginning

the F irs t  o f March. D u rin g  these ea rly  
days o f the creation of the arm y, T ro tsky 
appeared as the tire less an im a to r o f the 
pro ject. ‘“We need a w e ll organized 
arm y, a new a rm y” , he exclaimed a t the 
Moscow Soviet on M arch 19. “ We sha ll 
w o rk  twelve hours a day i f  necessary 
. . . bu t we w i l l  go fo rw a rd  in  the way 
o f d iscip line, o f w ork and o f creative 
action” . “ Obstinate w ork , revo lu tionary 
d iscip line” . He repeated these slogans, 
carried  them out, im p lan ted them in  the 
minds. The decree on ob ligatory and 
general m il ita ry  in s truc tion  was p rom ul­
gated on A p r i l 22 upon h is proposal. I t  
was a preparatory m easure; a great 
pa rt o f the population remained hostile 
to the regime. The arm y about to be 
organized had to be form ed of volunteers 
whose f irs t qualifications were to be 
th e ir social o rig in  and p o lit ic a l opinions. 
B ut a modern arm y is a complicated 
machine. I ts  mechanism cannot be b u ilt  
up, its  function ing  cannot be assured 
w ith o u t the specia list's s k ill.  Where 
were the w a r technicians, to be taken 
from ? There were those o f the old 
regime, those o f the enemy classes. T ro t­
sky very ea rly  envisaged the u tiliz a tio n  
of these specialists. In  order to  ca rry  
th is  out, he had to  overcome numerous 
obstacles and not a few  leg itim ate fears. 
Even Lenin a t f irs t  objected and only 
consented la te r o n :

"W ith o u t serious and experienced m il i­
ta ry  men” , I  said to  V la d im ir  L ly itc h  
(T ro tsky  On Lenin), "w e w i l l  never get 
out of th is  chaos” .

“ T h a t seems to be qu ite  true. B u t 
w hat i f  they w i l l  be tray us?”

“ We sha ll a ttach a commissar to each 
one o f them.”

“ We sh a ll attach tw o” , Lenin cried 
out, “ two who w i l l  have a solid w e ight 
There is no lack o f strong-arm  Com 
m unists” .

The type o f the leading organisms of 
the arm y was conceived in  the fo llow ing  
m anne r; one specialist, one regu lar o f­
ficer and tw o Bolshevik commissars. The 
m ilita ry  men, i t  appeared, accepted these 
positions and th is  con tro l w ith o u t many 
d ifficu lties. Accustomed to passive obedi- 
ience and to state service, they subm it­
ted im m ediate ly as soon aq a u th o rity  was 
imposed upon them. In  th e ir  memoires 
the W hite  Guard generals complained 
about the ease w ith  w h ich the Bolshe­
viks recru ited the technica l personnel

o f the Spanish revo lu tion, were fo rm u ­
lated by the Opposition, and fo r which 
i t  was insu lted w ith  the w orst sort o f 
epithets. The fo llow ing  accusations are 
made against the leadersh ip : in a b ility  to 
adapt its e lf  to the masses; sectarian nar­
rowness : anarch is tic  tendencies; false 
analysis o f the p o lit ic a l s itu a t io n ; issu­
ance o f slogans incomprehensible to the 
masses and fa ilu re  o f rea liz ing  a serious 
w i l l  to  pu t them in to  p ractice ; a false 
aonception o f the ro le of the Soviets; 
fa ilu re  to  understand the m eaning o f the 
shop com m ittees; clique c o n tro l; s tran ­
gu la tion  o f the expression o f the rank 
and f i le : the s p lit  po licy in  the N a tiona l 
Confederation of Labor. The Spanish 
L e ft Opposition believes and declares 
a new change o f po licy, imposed upon 
the p a rty  in  a bureaucratic manner, 
would not have been b rough t about w ith ­
out the fra n k  exposure o f the  m istakes 
th a t we have practiced. In  th is  resp­
ect, the Opposition sees in  these facts a 
new v ic to ry  o f its  defense o f revo lu tion ­
a ry  M arxism , applied to  the Spanish rev­
o lu tion  and the ro le  o f the pa rty .

The Communist L e ft Opposition, in  re­
g is te ring  th is  b r i l l ia n t  v ic to ry  o f its  
po in t o f view, is obliged to show to a ll 
p ro le ta rian  Communists th a t the “ Open 
L e tte r”  is  a d irec t resu lt, a lthough a be­
la ted one, o f ou r critic ism s. T h is  shows 
c lea rly  th a t even though we have been 
expelled from  the pa rty , our collabora­
tion  w ith  i t  was undeniably a f r u it fu l  
one. I t  w ou ld  be s t i l l  greater i f  the 
Opposition were allowed to  occupy the 
place th a t belongs to i t  w ith in  the ranks 
o f the party . I t  goes to show once more, 
tha t i f  the in te rn a l regime were one o f 
free and democratic discussion, which 
is indispensib le to every revo lu tiona ry  
p ro le ta rian  organization, the c ritic ism  
would be fa r  less acute than under the 
present state o f d iv is ion, and the cor­
rec tion  of the  m istakes w ou ld  take place 
more rap id ly  and m ore effective ly, and 
would be im m easurably less pa in fu l. B u t 
the In te rn a tio n a l bureaucracy fears the 
revo lu tiona ry  t ru th  and there fore per­
sists in  keeping the B olshevik-Lenin ists 
w ith in  the ranks of the Opposition, es­
tranged from  the pa rty .

The “ Open L e tte r”  takes special pains 
to cover up those m istakes com m itted by 
the Spanish pa rty , tha t derive  not from  
the lack o f p o lit ic a l understanding on 
the pa rt o f the na tiona l leadership, but 
fro m  the theory tha t dominates the pre­
sent course o f the In te rn a tio n a l— S ta lin ­
ism. The root o f the ev il lies in  the 
whole series o f eclectic conceptions 
th a t the S ta lin is t school has introduced 
in to  Communism since the death of 
Lenin. The defeats o f the Chinese, the 
German, the B u lga rian  and now, the 
Spanish revo lu tion are the consequences 
o f the wrong tactics th a t derives from  
the disastrous a rtic le  known as S ta lin ­
ism.

J o f the Red A rm y. They had to live.
! A nd the p a trio tic  sentiment also played 

its  pa rt. And then, there were many 
who were to  rem ain enemies o f the rev­
o lu tion  as officers in  the Red A rm y. 
Conspirators appeared to in s ta ll them ­
selves perm anently inside the arm y. T ro t­
sky had to re fu te  the argum ents o f those 
who feared th a t the arm y— in  the con­
duct o f w h ich the fo rm er generals par­
tic ipated— would become an instrum ent 
of the counter-revolution. Composed of 
workers and poor peasants and held to ­
gether by a fram ew ork o f Communist 
commissars, i t  d id  not, he argued, have 
to fea r anyth ing outside o f in d iv id u a l 
treacheries. He had to combat habits 
created by the revo lu tion  itse lf. For 
months, the m il ita ry  commanders had 
been elected. The election o f command­
ers was the command of the necessity 
of dem ocratizing the old arm y. “ As long 
a^ the power belonged to  the enemy class, 
as long as the cadres o f the arm y were 
the ins trum en t o f th is  class, i t  was our 
task to  break the resistance o f the com­
mand through the election of the com­
manders. B u t today the power is in  the 
hands o f the w ork ing  class from  the 
m idst o f w h ich the arm y is recruiteed. 
Under these conditions— I  te ll you th is  in 
a l l frankness— the election o f officers is 
no longer o f any p o lit ic a l u t i l i ty ,  i t  is 
techn ica lly  inadequate and a decree has 
already annuled i t  in  fac t.”

Correct as these reasons were, they 
did not w in  out painlessly. W h a t! E x­
cellent revo lu tion ists, p ro le ta rians were 
to be placed under the command—  even 
though contro lled by commissars (incom ­
pe ten ts !)— of generals who only yester­
day shot them down and o f counter­
revo lu tiona ry  officers! I t  was necessary. 
“ The creation o f the a rm y” , T ro tsky 
said, “ is fo r  us a question o f li fe  and 
death.”

There was no adm in is tra tive  appar­
atus capable o f m ob iliz ing  the forces 
necessary fo r  the form ation  of an army. 
The party , revealing once more the deci­
sive im portance t f  its  h is to ric  role, had 
to supplement the state. The Red 
Guards, the pa rtisan  un its  (numerous in  
the in land  country, bu t anarchic, indis- 
cip lined, in fin ite ly  d if f ic u lt  to con tro l) 
and a few  other ha rd ly  regu la r un its  
tha survived from  the old arm y were the 
f irs t p ith y  w ar m a te ria l o f the Republic.

(Continued on page 4)

W hat solutions are proposed in th is 
“ Open L e tte r” ? The whole document is 
rem arkable fo r  its  absolute lack o f con­
crete so lu tions .. I t  does not even pro­
pose as a definite condition, the demon­
s tra tive  e lim ina tion  o f the d irect au th­
ors o f these p o litica l crimes which are 
denounced w ith in  it. These lead­
ers served the In te rn a tio n a l b u r­
eaucracy too fa ith fu lly  and are a l­
together too disposed to continue serv­
ing  it ,  fo r  the la tte r to got rid  o f them. 
The so lu tion  o f the problems is le ft  to 
the congress of the P arty , w h ich  is to 
meet in  March, so as to give a certa in 
dem ocratic appearance to the bureau­
c ra tic  maneuvers tha t are now being pre­
pared.

The leadership o f the Spanish pa rty  
w ith  the consent o f the In te rn a tio n a l ex­
pelled a ll its  po litica l opponents, the most 
capable m ilita n ts  o f the party , w ith in  
the last few months and accused them 
o f the ho rrib le  crim e o f not w ithho ld ing  
th e ir  c r it ic is m  o f the adven tu ris tic  po l­
icies pursued by th is  leadership. The 
leadership was, in  th is  manner, able to 
m a in ta in  the condition of m onolith ic  
tra n q u ility . A  pogrom atmosphere was 
created w ith in  the party, an atmosphere 
of te rro rism  against a ll independently 
th in k in g  m ilita n ts  and o f a system atic 
persecution against a ll sincere m ilita n ts  
tha t disagreed w ith  these methods of 
the leadership. In  the face o f the im ­
possib ility  o f any sort o f c ritic ism  and 
in  the face o f the re ign o f persecution, 
many old m ilita n ts  le ft the party . The 
bureaucratic ization of the un its  k illed  off 
a ll th e ir  in te rna l po litica l life . The 
leaders were more interested in  uphold­
ing the personal prestige of the secret­
a ry  o f the u n it than in  upholding the 
p o lit ic a l line  o f the worker-Com m unists 
active in  the un its. The active m ilitan ts , 
fea ring  expulsion from  the pa rty , cu r­
ta iled  th e ir  own opinions and did not 
fo llo w  the dictates o f th e ir  conscience. 
The m ilita n ts  were robotized; w hat was 
asked o f them was not discipline, but 
b lind  obedience.

I t  is in  such a s itua tion  th a t the pa rty  
convention is being prepared, wh ich can 
be denounced in  advance as a bureau­
c ra tic  maneuver, w ith  the aim  of p lac­
a ting  the ferm entation w ith in  the ranks, 
resu lting  especially fro m  the la test po l­
it ic a l m istakes o f the leadership. Yet, 
th is  very In te rn a tio n a l leadership is 
forced to adm it th a t the p a rty  is d isor­
ganized and tha t i t  is absolutely neces­
sary to reorganize i t  im m ediate ly. The 
development o f events has c learly  shown 
th a t the L e ft O pposition was correct and 
th a t i t  was the only one to foresee the 
policy corresponding to the needs o f the 
pa rty  a t every step in  the revo lu tion. 
A ll ou r ac tiv ities  and a ll our w ritings  
are the proof fo r  this. Once more, the 
h is to ric  necessity of the existence of the 
Opposition has been jus tified , on a na­
tiona l as w e ll as on an in te rna tiona l 
scale. Nevertheless, instead of readm it­
t ing  a ll the O ppositionists expelled fo r 
th e ir opinions in to  the pa rty , the “ Open 
L e tte r”  demands th a t the pi T ty  ca rry  on 
an “ energetic”  struggle against “ coun­
te r-revo lu tiona ry  T ro tsky ism ” . F o r the 
purpose of s trugg ling  against “ T ro tsky ­
ism ” , a whole fa c to ry  o f slanders and 
calum niations against the Opposition 
and its  most outstanding m ilita n ts  w i l l  
s ta rt to func tion  w ith in  a sho rt time, 
w ith  fu l l  steam and in  extra  sh ifts  I t  
w i l l  take recourse to verbal and jo u rn a l­
is tic  violence a t f irs t and la te r on, even 
to physical violence. In  th is  manner, 
the p a rty  bureaucracy w i l l  expiate fo r  
the m istakes i t  has committed, m istakes 
fa ta l fo r the destiny o f the Spanish pro­
le ta ria t.

The Communist pa rty  w i l l  not be able 
to take the road i t  must take, i f  i t  does 
not begin its  reorganization by complete­
ly  e lim in a tin g  the whole leading clique 
o f adventurers w h ich have led i t  to the 
present s itua tion . These inept and in ­
capable leaders, veritab le  illite ra te s  in  
so fa r  as revo lu tionary M arxism  is con­
cerned, are those who are m ora lly  re ­
sponsible fo r  the defeat o f the Spanish 
revo lu tion. A l l  the worker-Com m unists 
who love th e ir  pa rty  m ust demand the 
p o lit ic a l condemnation o f B u lle jos  and 
Co. The la tte r, w ith  a stroke o f rem ark­
able p o lit ic a l cynicism, are try in g  to  ev­
ade responsib ility  fo r  the debacle by re­
sorting  to accusations against the rank 
and file  of the pa rty , who are g u ilty  
m erely of the crim e of being too patient. 
The Communist workers w i l l  not consent 
any longer to have a ll the blame fo r  
the m istakes w h ich are exclusive ly due 
to the p a rty  “ leaders” , cast upon th e ir  
heads. The na tiona l bureaucrats have 
learned fro jn  th e ir In te rn a tion a l a llies 
the consistent method of subm itting  the 
rank and file  to a most abominable d ic­
ta to rsh ip  and o f casting responsib ility  
fo r  the fa ilu re s  on th e ir shoulders. There 
is one more th ing  th a t the L e ft  Opposi­
tion  cannot conceal. The present lead­
ership o f any o ther leading body a ris ing  
from  the p a rty  its e lf  w i l l  not be able 
to restore its  po litica l we lfare i f  i t  is 
going to apply to the Spanish movements 
the in te rn a tio iia lly  disastrous methods 
o f S ta lin ism . The Spanish revo lu tion 
is another p roof fo r  the w orld  p ro le ta r­
ia t o f how S ta lin ism  leads d irec tly  to 
defeat. T h is  is precisely w hat the h ired 
S ta lin ites in  Spain are attem pting  to 
d issim ulate before the w ork ing  masses.

(To be Continued)

The W orking Class United Front Against 
Reaction in Canada

(Continued fro m  page 1)

Hail the Fourteenth Anniversary of the Red Arm y I
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Rakovsky on the Five Year Plan
------------- «

(Contined fro m  la s t issue)
Just as q u a lity  o f production sets a 

l im it  to the increase in  the in tens ity  
of labor so the l im it  to increased in ten­
s ity  in  the u til iz a t io n  o f equipm ent is 
bound up w ith  the problem o f the w o rk ­
ing personnel. G reat reserves can be 
made available fo r  the fu r th e r use of 
the  old basic cap ita l by m aking use o f 
more sh ifts— by trans fe r to the 24 hour 
sh ift. The c la rifica tion  o f the question 
o f the w o rk ing  personnel is not here 
our problem, everyone who fo llow s  th is  
question, cannot bu t know th a t this pro­
blem cannot be solved in the near future 
and tha t, therefore, the reserves ava il­
able by the increase of sh ifts  can be 
u tilized  on ly to a very sm all degree. The 
question o f the w o rk ing  personnel arises 
also, o f course in  connection w ith  new 
enterprises bu t we w i l l  not take up th is  
m atte r in  th is  connection. Here i t  is 
im portan t fo r  us to  show th a t the short­
age o f w ork ing  personnel bound up with 
the impossibility of a further “loading” 
of the existing personnel creates a bar­
r ie r  fo r  the fu r th e r  increase in  the quan­
t ita t iv e  indices by th is  means.

The th ird  fa c to r lies beyond indus try  
its e lf a lthough i t  is  closely bound up 
w ith  it .  I t  is the shortage of agricul­
tural raw materials for light industry. 
Due to shortage of raw  m ateria ls  the 
volume o f production in  lig h t indus try  
fe l l  in  tw o m onths (M ay and June) by 
nearly  30%. D u ring  these tw o months 
the plan was on ly  s lig h tly  over 50% f u l ­
filled . The volume o f production in  the 
Fats In d u s try  decreased in A p r i l by 
15.5%, in  May by 15.7%, in  June by 
38.6% o f the figures fo r May, w h ich 
means th a t i t  p ra c tica lly  nearly  ceased 
production. P roduction in  the Food In ­
dus try  decreased in  A p r i l by 15.5%, in  
M ay by 12.9%, in  June by 23.7%. The 
s itua tion  in  the Sugar Ind us try , w h ich 
was p rac tica lly  a t a h a lt in  June, is 
absolute ly catastrophic. F o r the last 
year on ly  42.8% o f the production  cap­
ac ity  o f the sugar in d u s try  was realized. 
F rom  these figures alone we see th a t we 
deal not on ly w ith  in d iv id u a l breaks in  
certa in  branches but with a sharp decline 
of prdouction nearly in the whole light

The Raids on Nazis in Prussia
(Continued from  page 1) 

m unists not on ly from  defeating both 
the social democrats and the Fascists, 
bu t even from  preparing the defense o f 
the w o rk ing  class from  ruth less ex te r­
m ina tion  a t the hands o f H it le r ’s bands. 
T here in  lies the great danger in  Ger­
many.

The on ly way the Fascists can be 
defeated is by u n itin g  the forces o f the 
p ro le ta r ia t fo r  action. The only way the 
social dem ocratic influence can be wiped 
out fro m  the w o rk ing  class movement is 
by recognizing th e ir  actua l ro le  by fo rc ­
in g  tlunn in to  a un ited  fro n t on the 
basis o f a strugg le against Fascism, by 
showing to the w orkers in  the course of 
un ited action th a t the impotent and ser­
vile policies o f the social democracy can 
on ly  pave the way fo r  Fascism.

The Severing inc iden t is a s tr ik in g  
lesson in  p roof o f this. Severing and 
the social democrats say they w ant to 
figh t Fasciam. H ere  they had a chance. 
D id  Severing, who had ground enough 
fro m  the m a te ria l confiscated in  the 
raids, proceed to ou tlaw  and d is rup t the 
Nazi organizations? He d id  not. Ser­
v ile  creature th a t he is, he feared to 
come in to  con flic t w ith  the federa l gov­
ernment, w ith  the H indenburg-Bruening- 
Groener regime, w h ich is consciously aidr 
ing  the Fascists. In  a un ited f ro n t  
movement w ith  the organizations w h ich  
Severing and his i lk  are leading, the 
Communists could press the social dem­
ocra tic  tra ito rs  and cowards to  the 
w a ll. They would be forced to show 
th e ir  color. A  Severing could be forced 
to  break w ith  the bourgeoisie —  w hich 
is u n l i lH y —o r be d riven  out o f the 
movement, in  an instance lik e  the pre­
sent. In  anv case, the social democracy 
w ou ld  lose its  id e n tity  rap id ly  and be 
wiped out. The w ork ing  class w ou ld  be 
so lid ified and readied fo r revo lu tiona ry  
action.

The Fascists are concentrating a ll 
th e ir  e fforts on the s itua tion  in  PruSsia. 
They are w a itin g  fo r  the Landtag (D ie t) 
elections next m onth before they s trike . 
T ha t is th e ir  strategy. They mean to 
s ta rt ou t w ith  a seizure o f power in  th is  
cen tra l German province firs t. I t  is in  
Prussia th a t the social democracy has 
its  stronghold. There is no t m uch tim e 
to  lose. I f  the Fascists are to be re­
pulsed, i f  the w o rk ing  class is to avoid 
defeat, i f  the Communist movement is to 
avoid disaster, a complete reo rien ta tion  
of the po licy o f the German Communist 
P arty  m ust take place. The confusion 
of “ social Fascism”  m ust be cleared up. 
The M a rx is t appra isa l o f the s itua tion  
given by comrade T ro tsky  and the L e ft 
Opposition m ust be transfused in to  the 
flesh and blood o f the German Commun­
ists.

industry with a complete suspension in 
certain branches. Even i f  the in d u s try  
its e lf were in  no degree a t fa u lt  in  th is  
m atter, the fa c t o f the m a tte r would 
rem ain and would have to be reckoned 
w ith . In  tru th , in du s try  is no t a t fa u lt. 
We see here the  effects w h ich  we have 
warned against several tim es p rev ious ly : 
the delay in the development of industry 
became the cause for the delay in the 
development of agriculture.

The above a rtic le  r ig h t ly  ascribes the 
basic causes fo r  the shortage in  ag ricu l­
tu ra l raw  m ateria ls  to the fo llo w in g : 
(1 ) inco rrec t price p o lic y ; (2 ) incor­
rect regu la ting  o f the d is tr ib u tio n  of 
m anufactured goods to producers o f a g ri­
c u ltu ra l raw  m a te ria ls ; (3 ) the lagging 
behind o f the fe r t iliz e r  industries. D ur- 
in  the cu rren t year on ly  25% o f the de­
mand fo r  fe r t iliz e rs  was satisfied. (4) 
Acute shortage o f machines fo r  the cu l­
tiva tio n  of technica l cu ltu res and a near­
ly  complete absence o f harvesting mach­
ines, due to w h ich  the sow ing and f irs t 
p low ing o f the m a jo rity  of technical cu l­
tures is done by p r im it iv e  hand method.

A l l  these are d irec t resu lts o f the lag­
g ing behind o f industry .

The study of the question o f quan titive  
indices in connection w ith  the above 
mentioned factors pe rm its  us to  make 
the fo llo w in g  fundam ental conclusions: 
(1 ) the official figures of quantitative 
growth represent just a statistical fiction 
due to the ignoring of the quality of pro­
duction. O nly by tak in g  qu a lity  in to  ac­
count can we obtain comparable qu an tity  
indices. (2) In  so fa r  as a q u a n tita tiv e  
g row th  ac tua lly  took place it was based 
to a decisive degree of the use of a great­
er number of workers and on the in ­
crease of the intensity of labor. (3 ) In  
using th is  method o f increase in  quan­
t i t y  w h ich contains in  its e lf  the condi­
tions leading to  its  fa ilu re  and does not 
a t a l l guarantee the fu r th e r  g row th  of 
qu an tity  indices, thus we reach a lim it 
beyond which the further use of this 
method can give only negative results 
for the national economy. And this meth­
od has now been used to the utmost. (4 ) 
The question o f the fu r th e r  g row th  of 
qu an tity  indices and even o f m a in ta in ing  
the level already acquired is d ire c tly  
bound np w ith  the problem o f g iv ing  
in dus try  a new m aterio-technieal base.

This question is decided by the am ount 
o f accum ulation and cap ita l bu ild in g  o f 
w h ich we w il l  tre a t fu r th e r  on.*

— C H R IS T IA N  G. RA K O V S K Y . 
Bamoul, July-August 1930

* The above constitutes the la s t in ­
sta lm ent o f one chapter o f a la rge r w ork  
by comrade Rakovsky. The condition o f 
ex ile  and ruth less physica l persecution 
imposed upon our comrade by the S ta lin  
clique make fo r  the belated publication 
o f his w ork  by the L e ft Opposition press. 
A t  the present tim e, the whereabouts o f 
comrade Rakovsky are not even known. 
The repression o f the S ta lin is t against 
th is  va lia n t revo lu tiona ry  leader have 
been p a rtic u la r ly  vicious. The las t th a t 
has been heard o f h im  is th a t he was in  
a f r ig h tfu l and a la rm ing  state o f health 
and th a t no consideration was to  be ex­
pected o f the regime. No revo lu tion is t 
w i l l  fo rge t th is  crim e o f Stalin ism .— Ed.

Hail the Red Army
(Continued from  page 1)

The recru itm en t campaign had very  good 
bu t inadequate results. On A p r i l 1, 
Petrograd offered 25,000 volunteers, Mos­
cow— more than 15,000. 106,000 vo lun­
teers reported in  s ix  weeks.

— From  “L ’ An I .  de la  Revolution
Russe”

#  *  *  *

A DECREE OF TH E  COUNCIL OF 
PEOPLE’S COMMISSARS
Petrograd, January 15, 1918

The o ld  a rm y was a class instrum ent 
o f the bourgeoisie fo r  the oppression o f 
the w o rk ing  class. The seizure o f power 
by the labo ring  class and the  class o f 
those who possess no th ing has made the 
creation o f a new arm y necessary. Th is 
new arm y w i l l  have the  task o f pro tec­
tin g  the Soviet power and o f cons titu ting  
the base on w hich the reg u la r arm y w i l l  
be transform ed in to  a power founded on 
the a rm ing  o f the whole people; fu r th e r­
more, the new a rm y w i l l  serve to  sup­
p o rt the Socia list revo lu tion  th a t is ap­
proaching in  Europe.

I .
In  the execution o f the preceding, the 

Council o f People’s Commissars has de­
cided to organize the new a rm y on the 
fo llow ing  basis and under the name “ Red 
W orkers’ and Peasants’ A rm y ” .

1. The red w orkers ’ and peasants’ 
arm y is composed o f the most conscious 
and best organized elements o f the  w o rk­
ing class.

2. E very c itizen o f the Russian re­
public over 18 years o f age can enter its  
ranks. A l l  those may enter the  Red 
A rm y, who are prepared to pu t th e ir  
forces and th e ir  l i fe  a t the service o f 
the defense o f the  conquests o f October,

Rebel Miners in Action I
(Continued fro m  page 1) 

sciousness among the coal m inors  bo 
the  treacherous ro le  o f these officials and 
th e ir  g row ing readiness to  combat them. 
In  other words i t  offers the increasing 
opportun ities fo r  the L e ft w ing  to  find 
the common base fo r  these movements 
and th rough  them to  un ite  fo r  the com­
mon im m ediate objectives.

O f such steps there is no sign w ha t­
ever. The offic ia l Communist P a rty  
wh ich is the po ten tia l force to  g ive th is  
d irec tio n  is, when considering th is  as the 
essential task, fa il in g  ju s t as m iserably 
as the other confused and opportunist 
groups. The N a tiona l M iners Union, 
w h ich  i t  leads, has no t ye t a t any tim e 
pursued a po licy genuinely a im ing  at 
u n itin g  the rebellious movements. I t  has 
thereby, in  the same m anner as the other 
groupings, been hemmed in  w ith in  the 
loca liz ing  ba rrie rs  o f each separate 
struggle, confining its e lf  pu re ly  to  the 
spontaneous movement o f the workers 
themselves, lack ing perspective, fa iling , 
ac tu a lly  to  organize and losing ground 
so th a t i t  s t i l l  commands on ly a few. 
scattered, sm all and ill- fu n c tio n in g  locals. 
Under such conditions the m ilitancy  i t  
d isplays, the w o rk ing  class and revo lu ­
tion a ry  propaganda i t  spreads, becomes 
en tire ly  too much negated.

A National Perspective for a 
United Front

W hile  the series o f localized spontane­
ous m iners struggles fro m  the past to 
the present have ce rta in ly  served to ad­
vance the m iners to  h igher levels o f 
experience and consciousness they have 
most o ften in  th e ir  d irec t im p lica tion  re­
sulted in  defeats and weakening o f 
th e ir  organization. The John L . Lew is 
a d m in is tra tion  pursued th a t method as a 
de liberate po licy to  serve the operators. 
B u t i t  should have tau gh t us a l l th a t 
when local s trikes are so often defeated 
the object m ust be the na tiona l exten­
sion. W ith  the present trend o f the 
struggle, directed, and o f necessity so, 
equa lly  against the  U. M. W. offic ia l 
treachery, the na tiona l ob jective must, 
o f course, stand ou t so much more clear-
iy.

B u t th is  is on ly  one side o f the ques­
tion . The other is the need o f the actua l 
un ifica tion  o f the rebel movements. Here 
lies the rea l task fo r  the revo lu tiona ry  
forces, fo r  the offic ia l Communist Party , 
To ta lk  about establishing “ independent 
leadership”  in  these struggles, as i t  does, 
o r to  ta lk  about fu rn is h in g  a program  
fo r  them w ith o u t tak in g  in to  account 
th is  bu rn ing  question o f the necessity o f 
a speedy un ited fro n t o f the rebel move­
ments becomes pure nonsense. T o  pro­
ceed to bu ild  committees o f independent 
leadership w ith in  them endeavoring to 
strugg le independently and in  opposition 
to them  is wrong. I t  is  p a rtic u la r ly  
erroneous to endeavor to  b u ild  the Na­
tio n a l M iners Union w ith in  these rebel 
movements o f the U. M. W. W hat is 
needed there is a L e f t  w ing  o f these 
movements, f irm ly  established, w ork ing  
as pa rt of, and w ith  the movements, c r it ­
ic iz ing  and fig h tin g  against opportun is t 
leaders, and w o rk ing  in  the closest pos­
sible ce-operation w ith  the L e ft w ing  
forces in  the  N a tiona l M iners Union. 
Proceeding from  such a basis i t  should 
not become an a ll too d iff ic u lt task to 
bu ild  a un ited f ro n t in  re a lity  o f these 
various movements s trugg ling  in  common 
fo r  the common im m ediate ob jectives; 
to dislodge the influence and con tro l o f 
the Lew is machine and fo r  be tte r w ork­
ing  conditions. In  such a un ited  f ro n t 
movement the Communists w ou ld  cer­
ta in ly  p lay the m ain ro le  o f leadership 
provided they pursue Communist policies. 
They could thus become a much more 
im portan t fa c to r in  u n it in g  the w ork ing  
class aeninst the common enemy.

— A. S.

o f the Soviet power and ot socialism. 
For entrance in to  the  Red A rm y, the 
fo llo w in g  recommendations are neces­
s a ry : those o f the m il ita ry  committee o r 
those o f the c iv i l organizations who de­
pend upon the Soviet power, those o f 
the p a rty  o r the trade unions— more 
s tr ic t ly  speaking, the recommendations 
o f tw o members o f one o f these organ i­
zations. In  case an en tire  d iv is ion  en­

ters the Red A rm y , co llective recommen­
dations and a nom inal vote are neces­
sary.

I L
1. The fam ilies  o f members o f the Red 

w orkers’ and peasants’ arm y are sup­
ported by the state and receive a m onth­
ly  subsidy o f 50 rubles.

2. The in v a lid  members o f the fa m il­
ies o f soldiers, who have previously 
been supported by the soldiers, w i l l  con­
tinue  to  receive a id  according to  the 
local statutes and according to the re­
gulations o f the  loca l Soviet.

H I.
The Council o f People’s Commissars 

is the supreme d irec tin g  organism  o f the 
Red w orkers ’ and peasants’ arm y. The 
im m ediate conduct o f the a rm y and its  
adm in is tra tion  are concentrated in  the 
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W H A T  N E X T ?  -  by Leon Trotsky
(Continued from  page 1)

signify only the resurrection of all the contradictions 
on the very next successive stage, only in still more 
accute and concentrated form.

In  terms of world economy, Europe is on the down­
ward trend. Already the forehead of Europe is plas­
tered beyond removal with American labels : the Dawes 
plan, the Young Plan, Hoover’s moratorium. Europe 
is placed thoroughly on American rations.

The decay of capitalism results in social and cul­
tural decomposition. The road is barred for further 
methodical differentiation within the nation, for the 
further growth of the proletariat at the expense of 
the diminution of intermediate classes. Further pro­
longation of the crisis can bring in its tra il only the 
pauperization of the petty bourgeoisie and the trans- I 
formation of ever increasing groups of workers into 
the lumpenproletariat. In  its most acute form, it is 
this threat that grips advanced capitalist Germany by 
the throat.

The rottenest portion of putrefying capitalist E u r­
ope is the social democratic bureaucracy. I t  entered 
upon its historical journey under the banner of M arx | 
and Engels. For its goal it placed the overthrow of 
the rule of the bourgeoisie. The powerful upsurge 
of capitalism caught it up and dragged it in its wake. 
In  the name of reform, the social democracy betrayed 
the revolution, at first by its actions and later by its 
very words. Kautsky, forsooth, for a long time still 
defended the phraseology of revolution, making it 
serve as a handmaiden to the requirements of reform­
ism. Bernstein, on the contrary, demanded the re­
nunciation of revolution : for capitalism was entering 
the period of peaceful development without crises, and 
without wars. A  paragon of prophets ! Apparently, 
between Kautsky and Bernstein there was an irrécon­
ciliable divergence. Actually, however, they symmet­
rically complemented one another as the right and 
left boots on the feet of reformism.

The war came. The social democracy supported 
the war in the name of future prosperity. Instead 
of prosperity decay set in. Then the problem resolved 
itself no longer in concluding from the inadequacy of 
capitalism the inevitability of revolution; nor was it 
one of reconciling the workers with capitalism by 
means of reforms. The new policies of the social 
democracy now consisted in making society safe for 
the bourgeoisie at the cost of sacrificing reforms.

But even this was not the last stage of degeneracy. 
The present crisis that is convulsing capitalism oblig­
ed the social democracy to sacrifice the fruits achieved 
after protracted economic and political struggles and 
thus to reduce the German workers to the plane of 
existence of their fathers, grandfathers and great­
grandfathers. There is no historical spectacle more 
tragic and at the same time more repulsive than the 
fetid disintegration of reformism amid the wreck­
age of all its conquests and hopes. The theater is 
rabid in its straining for modernism. Let it stage 
more often Hauptmann’s “The Weavers” : this most 
modern of modern dramas. But the director of the 
theater must not forget to reserve the dress circle for 
the leaders of the social democracy.

Incidentally, however, these leaders are in no mood 
for the theater: they have reached the utmost limits 
of their adaptability. There is a level beneath which 
the working class of Germany cannot drop willingly 
or for any length of time. Moreover, the bourgeois 
régime, fighting for its existence, is in no mood to 
recognize this level. The emergency decrees of Bruening 
are only the beginning, only feelers to get the lay of 
the land. Bruening’s régime rests upon the cowardly 
and perfidious support of the social democratic bur­
eaucracy which in its turn depends upon the sullen, 
half-hearted support of a section of the proletariat. 
The system based on bureaucratic decrees is unstable, 
unreliable, temporary. Capitalism requires another, 
more decisive policy. The support of the social dem­
ocracy with its one eye ever cocked on its own work­
ers, is not only insufficient for its purposes, but has 
already become irksome. The period of half-way 
measures has passed. In  order to try  to find a way 
out, the bourgeoisie must absolutely rid itself of the 
pressure exerted by the workers’ organizations, these 
must needs be eliminated, destroyed, utterly crushed.

A t this juncture, the historic role of Fascism begins. 
I t  sets on its feet those classes that are immediately 
above the proletariat and who are ever in dread of 
being forced down into its ranks ; it organizes and 
militarizes them at the expense of finance capital, un­
der the cover of the official government, and it directs 
them to the extirpation of proletarian organizations, 
from the most revolutionary to the most conservative.

Fascism is not merely a system of reprisals, of 
brutal foreff, and of police terror. Fascism is a parti­
cular governmental system based on the uprooting of 
all elements of proletarian democracy within bourgeois 
society. The task of Fascism lies not only in destroy­
ing the Communist advance guard but in holding the 
entire class in a state of forced disunity. To this end 
the physical annihilation of the most revolutionary 
section of the workers does not suffice. I t  is also nec­
essary to smash all independent and voluntary or­
ganizations, to deftiolish all the defensive bulwarks of 
the proletariat, and to uproot whatever has been 
achieved during three quarters of a century by the 
social democracy and the trade unions. For, in the last 
analysis, the Communist party also bases itself on 
these achievements.

The social democracy has prepared all the condi­
tions necessary for the triumph of Fascism. But by 
this fact it has also prepared the stage for its own 
political liquidation. I t  is absolutely correct to place 
on the social democrats the responsibility for the emer­
gency legislation of Bruening as well as for the im­
pending danger of Fascist savagery. I t  is absolute 
balderdash to identify social democracy with Fasc­
ism.

By its policies during the revolution of 1848, the 
liberal bourgeoisie prepared the stage for the triumph 
of counter revolution, which in turn emasculated lib­
eralism. M arx and Engels lashed the German liberal 
bourgeoisie no less sharply than Lasalle did, and 
their criticism was more profound than his. But when 
the Lassalleans dumped the feudal counter-revolution 
together with the liberal bourgeoisie into “one reac­
tionary mass”, M arx and Engels were justly outraged 
by this false ultra-radicalism. The erroneous' posi­
tion of the Lasalleans turned them on several occa­
sions into involuntary aids of the monarchy, despite 
the general progressive nature of their work,, which 
was infinitely more important and consequential than 
the achievements of liberalism.

The theory of “social Fascism” reproduces the 
basic error of the Lassalleans on a new historical back­
ground. After dumping National Socialists and soc­
ial democrats into one Fascist pile, the Stalinist bur­
eaucracy flies headlong into such activities as backing 
the H itler referendum; which in its own fashion is 
in no wise superior to Lassalle’s alliances with Bis­
marck.

In  the present phase, German Communism in its 
struggle against the social democracy must lean on 
two inseparable facts: (a ) the political responsibility 
of the social democracy for the strength of Fascism; 
(b) absolute irreconciliability between Fascism and 
those workers’ organizations on which the social dem­
ocracy itself depends.

The contradictions within German capitalism have 
at present reached such a state of tension that an 
explosion is inevitable. The adaptability of the soc­
ial democracy has reached that limit beyond which 
lies self-annihilation. The mistakes of the Stalinist 
bureaucracy have reached that limit beyond which lies 
catastrophe. Such is the three-fold formula that 
characterizes the situation in Germany. Everything 
is now poised on the razor edge of a knife.

When of necessity one must follow conditions in 
Germany through newspapers that arrive almost a 
week late; when one must allow another week before 
manuscripts may bridge the gap between Constantino­
ple and Berlin; after which additional weeks must pass 
before the pamphlet reaches its public, involuntarily 
the question arises, “Won’t it be altogether too late? 
And each time one answers oneself:. No! The 
armies that are drawn up for battle are too collossal 
that one need fear a simultaneous settlement of the 
issue at the speed of greased lightning. The strength 
logic of facts will make itself heard more imperiously 
of the German proletariat has not been drained. Its 
powers have not as yet been brought into play. The 
logic of facts will make itself heard more imperiously 
with every passing day. And this justifies the auth­
or s attempt to add what he has to say even if it  is 
delayed a few weeks, i. e., an entire historical period.

The Stalinist bureaucracy came to the conclusion 
that it would be able to complete its labors more peace­
fully were the author of these pages confined in Prin- 
kipo. I t  obtained from the government of Herman 
Mueller, the social democrat, a refusal or a visa for 
. . . “a menshevik” : in this instance the united front 
was established without any wavering or delay. To ­
day, in official Soviet publications, the Stalinists are 
broadcasting the news that I  am “defending” Bruen- 
ing’s government in accordance with an agreement 
made with the social democracy, which in return is 
pulling strings to allow me the right of entry into 
Germany. Instead of becoming indignant over such 
viciousness, I  permit myself to laugh at its stupidity. 
But I  must cut short my laughter, for time is pressing.

There cannot be the slightest doubt that the course 
of events will demonstrate the correctness of our posi­
tion. But in what manner will history demonstrate 
its proof: Through the catastrophe of the Stalinist 
faction, or through the victory of Marxist policies?

Therein lies at present the crux of the entire ques­
tion. This question is the question of the fate of 
the German nation, and not of its fate alone.

*
*  *

The problems that are analyzed in this pamphlet did 
not originate yesterday. I t  is nine years now since 
the leadership of the Comintern has busied itself with 
the revaluation of values and with disorganizing the 
advance guard of the international proletariat by 
means of tactical convulsions which in their totality  
fall under the label of “the general line” . The Rus­
sian Left Opposition (Bolshevik-Leninists) was form­
ed not only because of Russian problems but also be­
cause of international ones. Among these, the pro­
blems of the revolutionary development in Germany 
occupied by no means the last place. Sharp diver­
gences on this subject date back from 1923. During 
the succeeding years the author of these pages spoke 
more than once on these debatable questions. A  con­
siderable portion of my critical works has been pub­
lished in German. The present pamphlet is in its tarn  
a contribution to the theoretical and political work 
of the Left Opposition. Much that is mentioned 
hereafter only in passing was in its time submitted to 
detailed analysis. Therefore I  must needs refer my 
readers for particulars to my books, the draft pro­
gram of the Comintern—A Criticism of Funda­
mentals, THE STRATEGY OF THE WORLD REVOLUTION,
the permanent revolution, etc. Now, at the time 
when these divergences appear before everybody in the 
light of a great historical task, it is possible to estimate 
their origins much better and more profoundly. For 
the serious revolutionary, for the true Marxist such a 
study is absolutely essential. Ecclectics live by means 
of episodic thoughts and improvisations that originate 
under the impact of events. Marxist cadres capable 
of leading the proletarian revolution are trained onlv 
by the continual and successive working out of pro­
blems and disputes.
p r in k ip o , January 27, 1932 — L. T R O T S K Y .


