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Losovsky Unloads the Blame...
♦  ♦  ♦

The Lesser Losovskys in their O ld  Role of «Whipping Boysw
♦  ♦  ♦

W hen a fa lse  po licy and a bureaucratic 
regime end as they m ust in  the d itch  o l
disaster— select the scape-goats and cast 
the whole respons ib ility  upon them. This 
is the sacred creed o f S ta lin ism . Losov­
sky, the General Secretary of the I ’ ro- 
f ln te rn  and consequently a wheel-horse 
in  the C e n tris t machine, is a very ad ro it 
p ra c titio n e r o f th is  odious method. Things 
have come to such an appa lling  state in 
the Am erican L e f t  w ing  unions, despite 
the most favorab le  ob jective conditions 
th a t some k in d  o f an explosion could 
not be avoided. In  a prope rly  adm ims 
tered movement the s itua tion  w ou ld  be 
reflected by an upsurge from  below. 
Since th a t is forb idden we usua lly  get 
as a substitu te  the horse-play o f “ self- 
c r it ic is m ”  from  above. Losovsky per­
form ed th is  sickening r itu a l in  his 
speech a t the E leven th P lenum  o f the 
Com intern. Speaking o r the Am erican 
unions the re  as reported in  the Inprecor, 
he unburdened h im se lf o f the fo llo w in g  
re m a rk s :

“ W hat is the fundam enta l weakness of 
our Am erican trade unions? They do not 
know how to in tervene in  the economic 
strugg le o f the to ilin g  masses, and when 
they do intervene, they frequen tly  do i t  
bu reaucra tica lly . Our trade unions lack 
in te rn a l l i fe  and trade un ion dem ocracy; 
every un ion has the am b ition  of going 
in  fo r  high po litics , instead o f concerning 
its e lf  w ith  the every day needs o f the 
w orkers. P a rty  leadership consists in  
the fra c tio n a l nuc le i sub s titu ting  them ­
selves en tire ly  fo r  the trade un ions: the 
trade un ion members suddenly hear tha t 
since such and such a date not X , but 
Y is  cha irm an or Secretary o f the un­
ion.

the hope th a t Losovsky’s speech sign­
ifies a be tte r course in  the trade union 
w ork  are sure to be the v ic tim s of an­
other te rr ib le  d isappointm ent. The man­
euver is designed to delude them  and 
to head off th e ir  th rea ten ing m utiny . I t  
may have a tem porary success, as has 
been the case before. The Com m unist 
workers are long-suffering and patient. 
They have a great fa ith  in the Com intern 
w h ich has been d is loya lly  and sham efully 
abused by the usurp ing apparatus under 
S ta lin . B u t the day o f reckoning draws 
near. The very fac t th a t Losovsky has 
been d riven  to make these astounding re­
velations is an ind ica tion  o f its  ap­
proach. No Losovsky, un loading the 
whole resp on s ib ility  fo r  the debacle on 
the l i t t le  Losovsky, can affect the s lig h t­
est cure. C en tris t bureaucra tism  is the 
rea l disease. Losovsky and Company 
are its  foun ta in  head. The revo lu tiona ry  
workers m ust recognize th is  and d irect 
the ir blows a t it .

-J . P. C.

78 Trotsky Votes 

in Santander
We have received the fo llo w in g  in ­

teresting rep o rt from  S pa in :

In  the c ity  of Santander du ring  the 
elections to  the na tiona l Cortes, 78 o f 
the ba llo ts  were dem onstrate ly filled  
ou t w ith  the name of our comrade 
Leon T ro tsky. W hat lends added in ­
terest to  th is  rep o rt is  the fa c t th a t 
in  (Santander there is ne ithe r a Com­
m unist pa rty  organization nor one of 
the L e ft Opposition. No Communist 
election propaganda, consequently, was 
carried on in  the c ity . The spontane­
ous and dem onstra tive action o f the 
78 w orkers is there fore so much more 
significant.

MINE STRIKE CALLED OFF
Opportunity for National Movement Missed by Party Blunder

Confronted w ith  the fa c t th a t tbe 
s tr ik in g  m iners of Pennsylvania, Ohio 
and W est V irg in ia  “ find th e ir  la nks  
duced from  an o rig in a l 40 000 to  a Pre­
sent 10,000” , the N ationa l M iners Union 
has issued a statem ent w h ich is tan.a- 
m ount to the ca lling  off of the s tr ike  m  
the fields mentioned. No one even 
s lig h tly  acquainted w ith  the conditions 
of th is  heroic ba ttle  can fa i l  to  see me 
correctness o f th is  step. The m iners 
fought courageously and un ited ly , driven 
to b itte r desperation by conditions in  the

m ine fields w h ich human flesh and blood 
could stand no longer. T ha t they ra llie d  
under the banner of the L e ft w ing m in ­
ers’ un ion is tr ib u te  to th e ir in s tinc tive  
feeling th a t to s tr ike  under the besm irch­
ed and treacherous flag of Lew is w ould 
be equivalent to no s tr ik e  a t a ll.

The Heavy Odds

The Revolution in Spain
Conflict of Tendencies in the Ranks of the Working Class

“ Functionaries are removed and “ f1

r ^ t r r ^ r x ' i o ” . . ,,
W orkers to  whom  membership u i revo u 

jobs m ust have fa ith  in

Trotsky’s Letter to the 
Pravda

Pravda, Xo. 180 o f Ju ly  2, publishes 
an a rtic le  by Yaroslavsky under the 
head ing: “ A  New Assistant o f P ilsud- 
sky” . Accord ing to  th is  paper, I  am 
supposed to  have w r itte n  an a rtic le  fo r  
the K urier Codzienny of W arsaw against 
the F ive Year P lan, against the Soviet 
power, etc., and th is  a rtic le  o r some 
other— Yaroslavsky is no t very exact—  
is supposed to have made the rounds 
“ o f a considerable p a rt o f the bour­
geoisie press o f Am erica, o f England, of 
Poland, o f R um ania”  . . . Leaving aside 
the p o lit ic a l and o ther commentaries o f 
Yaroslavsky I  confine m yself s tr ic t ly  to 
the m ate ria l side o f the a ffa ir.

S Z  m ust know  where they arc going 
and whom  they are fo llow ing . 
not therefore reduce the  trade un 
a Jew offic ia ls and c irc u la r ^ s t e u c t w ^  
Such a trade  un ion cannot grow, 
un ion can grow in  the m i s 
gle, i t  can grow th rough  the develop 
m ent o f trade un ion dem ocracy, i t  can 
grow, i f  every w orker, eve iy ’
knows w e ll h is  elective leading o rg a n . 
the  un ion w in  grow, i f  the leadership 
w i l l  ca rry  every question to t m “ Be ^ 
N o th ing  o f th is  k in d  is  as yet to heZT in U» «»a «a 1.

surprising t in t
Unions have los t m ost of the iM iners ’ 

members.”
T h is  is  ra th e r p la in  

state o f a ffa irs  in  the ninons d m e  ed 
by the Com m unist P a rty  o f the Uuued 
States, and every word 
There is no th ing new 
reve la tion . And i f  
openly about the s itua tion  on ly  ’ 
is  no tf because lie  was in  the d a rk  about 
i t  before. E very one of the m onstious
practises he condemns in  the apeecb‘

_̂_  urwxn concretely

ta lk  about the

o f i t  is  true , 
however, in  the 

Losovsky speaks 
i t

thethe H th  P lenum  has been 
exposed tim e and tim e again in

*  ou r exposition °1
the li fe  out

M il ita n t .  O f course, 
the ev ils  tha t are sapping

i-ing un ions was counter- 
B u t every m ili-

of the L e ft  w i 
revo lu tiona ry  slander.”
ta u t engaged in  trade  un ion w o rk  knew 
the t ru th  and could te.sUfy to  i t  «u ^
his own experience. The l i t t le  Losov- 
skys cou ldT on fuse  the issues w ith  bins-

T **  * “■»*-**«**. co"ld x s z

I  have given no a rtic le  a t a l l to  the 
Kuriod Codzienny, I  have no re la tions 
of any so rt w ith  th is  jo u rn a l and I  
learned o f the very  existence o f the 
jo u rn a l from  Yaroslavsky's a rtic le . The 
a rtic le  published under my name in  the 
K urier is a forgery w h ich diffe rs in  no 
way fro m  the famous “ Z inoviev le tte r”  
and o ther s im ila r  documents. F rom  the 
in fo rm a tion  o f friends, the Kurier con­
tinues to publish counter-revo lu tionary 
articles a ttr ib u te d  to me.

I  know absolute ly no th ing of w h a t “ a 
p a rt o f the bourgeois press o f Am erica, 
o f England, o f Poland, o f Rum ania”  pub­
lish  under my name. I  have given no 
a rtic le  to  any jo u rn a l of these countries 
on the F ive  Year P lan. Thus, in  th is  
case too i t  is a question o f a fo rgery or 
w hat is most probable o f a re p r in t of 
tho a rtic le  in  the  Kurier.

The Manchester Guardian is  the  only 
bourgeois jo u rn a l to wh ich I  have given 
an in te rv ie w  on the F ive  Year Plan 
T li is in te rv ie w  is devoted to showing 
the enormous h is to rica l im portance of 
the F ive  Year P lan  and o f the necessity 
of co llabora tion  between England and 
the U. S. S. R. Th is in te rv ie w  therefore 
pursues an aim  d ire c tly  opposed to tha t 
w h ich  is a ttr ibu ted  to me by the forgers 
who have long ago established themsol 
ves in  W arsaw, R iga and other places.

B y  l ’ aroslavsky’s a rtic le , Pravda leads 
m illio ns  o f readers in to  e rro r. I  believe 
th a t Pravda is  obliged to pub lish  my 
denial— out o f respect fo r  the m illio n s  of 
workers o f red sold iers and sailors, of

TH E  FORCES OF TH E  
SPANISH PARTY

The membership of the Spanish Com 
m un is t P a rty  has grown considerably in  
the past two months. The bureaucracy 
lias seen in  th is  flow  of new elements a 
m otive fo r  renewing a v io le n t series of 
attacks against the Communist L e ft. Our 
S ta lin is ts  are very zealously seeking to 
confuse us w ith  the “ s p litte rs ”  o f the 
Agrupacion de M ad rid  and the  C ata l 
on ian-Balearic Federation and accuse us 
o f having created a second Communist 
pa rty . Everybody knows, and above a ll 
the S ta lin is t bureaucrats, th a t the same 
differences separate us fro m  the Federa­
tions o f M adrid  and Barcelona. In  
sp ite  o f th is  the argum ent is employed 
in  order to create confusion in  the Span­
ish w o rk ing  class and they assert th a t 
the pa rty  is g row ing and progressing 
in  spite of the T ro ts k y is t maneuvers.

B u t in  spite o f a l l the scoundrelism  of 
the S ta lin is ts , we are defending the or 
ganic and doc trina l u n ity  o f the Span 
ish  C. P.

The S. C. P. has had the nu m be r o f its  
adherents increase and in  spite o f th is  
i t  has adm itted in to  its  m idst dubious 
elements of the-petty  bourgeoisie and un 
scrupulous adventurers, F o r example, 
i t  has adm itted an in d iv id u a l who, dur 
ing the P rim o de R ivera d ic ta torsh ip  
sent fro m  the prison where he was con­
fined a le tte r  in  w h ich he renounces his 
Com m unist ideas and promises to be a 
“ good boy”  in  the fu tu re . T h is  in d iv i 
dual has subsequently been entrusted 
w ith  the management o f one o f the pa rty

te r  to r  a tim e. brlU ging fo r th  its  |  peasants, o f students and o f other c it i
inev itab le  * f ru it .  T he  tra g ic  resu lts  o f L e n s  o f the U. S. S. R. deceived by i t  
S ta lin is t ad m in is tra tion  o f the  trade un- Kadikoy, J u ly  15, 1931 
ion w o rk  have accumulated on every
side to  such an extent tha t J h e  tru th  |

— L. TRO TSKY.

to Moscow. B u t the delegates o f the 
C om intern proposed a delegation which 
d id  not have the confidence o f the ranks 
and w h ich  the la tte r  deemed inadequate 
The representatives o f the C. I .  having 
set themselves against a meeting o f the 
M au rin is t Federation, the rup tu re  of re 
la tions was brought out.

As a resu lt, M utulo O braro has publish 
ed a reso lu tion  o f the E. C. C. I .  fin a lly  
expelling M au rin  and a ll those in  solid 
a r ity  w ith  h im  The reso lu tion  declares 
th a t the C. I .  disapproves in  to to  o f M aur 
in ’s policy, bu t th a t i t  can adm it in to  
the ranks o f the C. P. o f Spain a l l the 
m ilita n ts  o f the Cata lonian Federation 
and the M ad rid  Grouping who request 
i t  in d iv id u a lly  o r co llective ly . Neverthe­
less, they w i l l  have to disapprove the 
po licy o f M au rin  and n a tu ra lly  of the 
“ T ro tsky is ts ” .

The m aneuver could not be more hypo­
c r it ic a l. I t  aim s a t the disorganization 
o f the ranks o f the C ata lonian-Balearic 
Federation by invok ing a pretended good 
w i l l  o f the S ta lin is ts  fo r the un ifica tion  
o f the party . B u t the E. C. o f the o f­
fic ia l p a rty  reserves to its e lf  the r ig h t 
to c a ll a ll those whom  i t  does no t w an t 
to readm it “ T ro tsky is ts ” . Thus, the un­
ity  w i l l  be a fraud, a remedy w ith o u t 
any effect. M au rin  has deceived the 
rank and file  m ilita n ts  of his Federation 

speaking c le a rly  o f technical andby-

organs.
A no ther typ ica l case: i t  s n o t very- 

long ago th a t the pa rty  expelled a bour­
geois jo u rn a lis t, A nton io Espina. Four 
days la te r, th is  bourgeois jo u rn a lis t was 
made c iv i l governor o f a province by 
the M in is te r o f the In te r io r , M aura, and 
pu r good jo u rn a lis t accepted w ith  a 
sm ile ; today he is ready to have every 
w orker assassinated who does not de­
fend the bourgeois republic.

Such cases could be cited by the doz­
ens. E v iden tly , we are enemies o f w hat 
the bureaucrats ca ll “ progress”  o f the 
S. C. P. W e w ant the  un ion of a l l 
the Spanish Communists to  cleanse the 
pa rty  and make i t  stronger, but not tha t 
an ti-w o rk ing  class and bourgeois ele 
ments should in je c t themselves in to  the 
ranks o f the w o rk ing  class party .

PANIC IN  TH E  TWO INDEPENDENT  
FEDERATIONS

The C om intern has sent the C. P. of 
Spain a de lgation in  order to settle the 
in te rn a l cris is o f Spanish Communism 
They have taken some very a d ro it steps 
around the Federation o f M au rin  by 
proposing the dispatch o f a delegation

not p o lit ic a l differences. T h is  could 
w e ll have been the beginning o f the 
struggle fo r  the destruction  of the un ­
p rinc ip led  bloc o f M auriu . B u t there 
can be no doubt tha t the best Commun­
ists w i l l  no t be adm itted by the S ta lin  
is t bureaucrats. They w i l l  be called 
‘'T ro tsky is ts ”  and w i l l  jo in  the Spanish 
L e ft Opposition. M au rin  runs the r is k  
o f being le ft a l l alone. We recognize 
tha t h is conduct was courageous when 
he demanded fro m  the representatives 
o f the C. I .  the representation of the 
M adrid  Grouping in  the delegation. We 
cannot agree w ith  M aurin , but i t  would 
be w rong and we would no t be recog- 
u iz ing  our du ty as the genuine defenders 
o f the u n ity  o f the S. C. P., were we not 
to denounce the a ttitude  of certa in  
M adrid  leaders who abandoned it .

F o r th a t m atter, the un ifica tion  o f the 
S. C. P. cannot be made by “ roya l de­
cree”  fro m  Moscow, no r by sending to 
the U. S. S. R. a delegation w h ich is 
d ic ta to r ia lly  prepared and imposed, but 
by the organ ization o f a na tiona l con­
gress w h ich  w i l l  re-restablish the Com­
m un is t u n ity  shattered by the bureau­
crats o f S ta lin . I t  is the comrades in  
the ranks who m ust designate the dele­
gates to  go to  Moscow and the cris is  
m ust be solved fo r us in  Spain.

(Continued on Page 2)

B u t the odds have proved too great fo r  
the moment. A ga inst the m iners were 
mobilized no t on ly  the bloated wea tn  
and power of the coal barons, bu t also 
the power o f th e ir  police, o f th e ir  state 
and fede ra l m achinery, of th e ir in ju n c  
t.ion judges ready fo r  any a rb itra ry  ac 
a n d -n o t  the least o f them— the John L. 
Lew is machine. Physical exhaustion 
from  w ith in , induced by years o f unem­
ploym ent, depriva tion  and in  some cases 
dow nrigh t s ta rva tion  conditions, and 
physical assault from  w ith ou t, in  the 
fo rm  o f police clubs guns and tear gas 
bombs—these are the powers which, in  
the firs t instance, re len tless ly  drove the 
m iners back to the pits. O ut of the 
thousands who came ou t du ring  the 
high po in t of the s trike , on ly  a sm all 
and no t decisive m in o rity  remained. The 
c a ll fo r  a re tu rn  quite prope rly  acknow­
ledged the existence of th is  indisputab le 
fac t and is the f irs t  measure to  be ta k ­
en to conserve the rem ain ing energies 
of the coal m iners in  preparation fo r 
the struggles th a t are coining w ith  the 
sureness of tom orrow .

Yet, before we re fe r to the pointed 
lessons w hich the whole movement m ust 
draw , one m ore aspect o f the ca lling  
off of the s tr ike  m ust be mentioned and 
a w arn ing  raised against its  consequ­
ences. The N. M. U. statem ent announces 
th a t “ th is  change o f tac tics  does not call 
off the’ strike, but on ly  changes its  char­
acter . . . The next phase o f the s tr ike  
in  the present s tr ik e  zone w i l l  be p r i­
m a rily  struggles around in d iv id u a l mines 
and groups of mines fo r  local demands 
. . . These struggles w i l l  lay the basis 
fo r  broader and deeper s tr ik e  strug 
gles.”  The same issue o f the D a lly  
W orker con ta in ing th is  s tatem ent (8-17- 
1931) adds in  ve rifica tion  th a t the plan 
is fo r  “ changing the basis of the s trike  
to  a struggle fo r  lim ite d  demands in 
the various mines . . . T h is  p lan is 
new [? ] in  labor struggles in  A m erica” .

W. W. has always been to “ transfe r the 
s tr ike  to the job.”  Such a “ theory”  on ly 
serves to spread deception and fa ta l i l ­
lusions among the workers, especially in  
the present s itua tion . The “ new”  plan 
is on ly a v a ria tio n  on th is  exploded 
theme. To encourage the dissipation of 
the rem ain ing strength o f the re tu rned  
s trikers  in  fu t ile , isolated “ struggles 
around in d iv id u a l m ines”  r ig h t a fte r the 
defeat o f the s tr ik e  on a t r i-d is tr ic t  scale, 
is a tho rough ly  blockheaded and— worse 
yet— a c rim ina l course fo r L e ft w ing 
leaders to  advise.

Such a “ p lan”  could have been evolved 
on ly in  the m inds o f people igno ran t of 
the “ labor struggles in  A m erica”  o r so 
irresponsib le tha t experience and reflec­
tio n  s ign ify  no th ing to them. I t  is the 
custom o f the labor skates to drag ou t a 
los t s tr ik e  and its  pa rtic ipan ts  to 'he 
po in t of complete exhaustion, w ith o u t 
ever ca llin g  i t  off de fin ite ly . The s p ir it  
and energy o f the workers are thus 
smashed. A  revo lu tiona ry  leadership 
must -have the courage to ca ll a defeat 
a defeat, to exp la in  its  causes to those 
who fo llow ed i t  to ou tline  a wise course 
fo r  recovery. O ur S ta lin is t “ strateg ists’ 
do everyth ing but th is  in  th e ir  “ p lan” . 
F u rthe r, the bankrup t po licy of the I.

Speak Out Frankly!

An honest, revo lu tiona ry  leadership 
m ust te ll the coal m iners: “ A  heroic and 
m ilita n t figh t has been fought. We were 
overwhelm ed by great odds. In  addition, 
we made the fo llo w in g  m is take s : one, 
two, three four. Now we m ust go back 
in the most o rde rly  re trea t possible, fo r 
th is  s trike  was on ly  the beginning. Con­
d itions  w i l l  not im prove. Therefore, we 
m ust conserve ou r strength, spread the 
foundation o f our organ ization as widely 
and so lid ly  as we can, and then, armed 
w ith  greater forces, we sha ll figh t again 
to w rest some of our demands from  the 
coal operators.”  Unless the m iners are 
to ld  th is  the N. M. U. w i l l  again lie sunk 
in to  the sectarian slough from  which 
the s trike  raised it.

B u t th a t is not a ll. In  add ition  to the 
exte rna l factors combining to crush the 
uti.ike, there is another fa c to r w h ich  
played a re a lly  tremendous ro le  in  in ­
ju r in g  the struggle. The N. M. U. sta te­
ment explains tha t “ on ly  a lack o f organ­
iz ing forces due to the youth and weak­
ness o f the N- M. U., prevented the im ­
mediate spread o f the s tr ike  to include 
at least several tim es as many m iners” . 
W hat p it i fu l leaders are these who seek 
to exp la in  th e ir  fa ilu res  by anyth ing and 
everyth ing except an analysis o f the 
po licy  they pursued. The tru th  o f the 
m atter is th is :

The leadership o f the N. M. U. and o f 
the Communist pa rty  had an un pa ra lle l­
ed opportun ity  to spread the strike . They 
could have sustained the movement by 
spreading the s tr ike  to other fields and 
thereby prevented three-fourths o f the 
men from  re tu rn in g  in  despair of the 
outcome, a despair induced precisely by 
the fac t th a t the s tr ike  was not spread. 
The M il ita n t proposed the on ly  effec­
tive  manor a t the moment o f spreading 
the s trike . The S ta lin is t leaders, incom ­
petent through and through and concern­
ed chiefly w ith  the preservation o f th e ir 
bureaucra tic  prestige, rejected th is  pos­
s ib il i ty  o f spreading the  s trike . In  th is  
way, they ligh t-m inded ly th rew  away one 
o f the best opportun ities yet offered the 
L e ft w ing movement to set in to  motion 
vast masses of workers.

O ur Proposals

W hat d id  the M il ita n t  propose, not 

(Continued on Page 4)

Try 35 Kentucky Miners
Red-Baiting Is Prominent Feature of New Frame-Up Attempt

In  the m idst o f a fierce re ign o f te r­
ro r  to crush the figh ting  s p ir it  o f the 
m iners in  H a rlan , Kentucky 35 m iners 
have gone on t r ia l  fo r  th e ir  lives, charg­
ed w ith  the shooting o f Deputy Sheriff 
Jesse Pace. Raids by deputy sheriffs 
and company gunmen on the m iners con­
tinue  unceasingly. Numerous arrests

when the General 
w ith  th a t | 

dis

cannot be covered up «ny lo " “ el;, 
te rs stood a t th is  pass w l 
Secretary o f the P ro fin te rn  
pompous a ir  o f in fa l l ib i l i t y  w c 
tinguishes a ll the apparatus men w h m  
they c r it ic iz e  others, too k  occasion to  te l l  J 
w h a t everybody already knew.

iVVhat Losovsky said is true  enough 
bu t he did  not te ll the whole tru th  lo  
be honest w ith  the Com m unist workers I 
he would have to  say th a t the 
and s im ila r Overgaards, to  say n o tll“ M  
o f the Sazers, who have been h a v in j  
th e ir  fun  w ith  the L e ft w ing  unions, d id  
no t a rr iv e  a t th e ir  positions by th e ir  |

SPANISH OPPOSITION PRESS FUND INCREASING
- . 1 ll.  ~ __  . J  A J .  j., 1 n ir*C111 A 1

The in te rn a tio n a lis t s p ir it  o f the L e ft 
c lea rly  and concretely to the fore in  the 
campaign we are now conducting to  raise 
a fund fo r  our comrades in  Spain w h ich 
w il l  enable them to s ta rt w ith  the pub­
lica tion  o f a weekly paper. The c o n tri­
butions, received fro m  a ll pa rts  o f the 
country, are— we a rden tly  hope -only a 
beginning. E very Am erican revo lu tion is t 
must bear in  m ind th a t the s itua tion  in  
Spain is pregnant w ith  m agnificant rev-

own independent e fforts  and means. They o lu tiona ry  possib ilities. In  the m idst of
merely the office boys who have been - •

* • .1.1__ Ywwionon n rappoTuted" t o ' “these functions because of 
th e ir  u n fa ilin g  readiness to  do w ha t they 
are to ld . The monstrous excesses they 
have com m itted against the revo lu tion ­
a ry  labor movement only _representj;he

the to rn  and confused Com m unist move­
ment o f th a t country* our m ilita n t Op­
position group alone is ho ld ing  f irm ly  to 
the banner o f Lenin, and T ro tsky  o f B o l­
shevism, which they have un furled. Acute 
as is the need the M il ita n t  feels today

n a tu ra l w o rk in g  of the nefarious system fo r  flnancial  support to  m a in ta in  its e lf  
in  wh ich they have sm all and inconspieu . are  nevertheless u rg in g  a ll our friends 

arts. T o  single o u t these inconse to make an exceptional e ffo rt to make 
auen tia l errand boys fo r  a ttack w h ile  thu most generous con tribu tions  possible 
leaving the system and its  apparatus to the movement in  Spain.

O ur appeal has already born  g ra tify ­
ing results. A t  meetings we have held

w hich they represent untouched, and to 
pass th a t comedy o ff as a serious remedy |
fo r  the p reva iling  evils, is  to practise 
de libera te fra u d  against the w orkers  |
movement. .

e Com m unist w o rkers  who nourish |

on s tree t corners, a t least in  New Y o rk  
w orkers in  the audience have contributed 
^onerously to  the Spanish O ppositio i

Press Fund. In  Toronto, comrade Q uarter 
approached a number o f Spanish-speak­
ing  w orkers in  a c igar fac to ry  who re 
sponded im m edia te ly, w ith  money and a 
w arm  le tte r breathing the s p ir it  o f in  
te rna tiona l so lida rity . F rom  London, 
the M arx ian  League sends a money or 
der fo r  an E ng lish Pound, an answer 
to the c a ll issued by the M ilita n t.  The 
response o f our English frien ds  is espe­
c ia lly  welcome. In  th e ir  le tte r, the 
B r it is h  comrades w r ite :

“ Enclosed he rew ith  is a money order 
fo r  five do lla rs— a con tribu tion  from  the 
League to the fund you are collecting 
fo r  the Spanish O pposition Press.

“ We are fo llo w in g  the movement w u li 
intense in te rest and are th irs tin g  fo r  de-l 
ta ils  regard ing the precise position and 
the chances fo r the fu tu re .

•‘We are asking to  send our greetings 
and te ll them tha t since an up ris ing  in 
Spain would have a deciding effect on 
the w o rld  p ro le ta ria t in  general— the 0. 
I .  in  p a rtic u la r—th e ir  task is  a noble 
one and we are hoping fo r  the very best 
news.

“ M ax N icholls, secretary.”

O ur fund  has already passed the one 
hundred d o lla r m ark. B u t th is  can only 
be considered a sm all beginning. Our 
Spanish comrades are m aking the great­
est sacrifices to advance the movement. 
The very least th a t we can do in  th is 
country is to  support them  w ith  our 
financia l aid. Do not fo rge t th a t d iffi­
c u lt as is the economic position o f the 
Am erican workers at the present mom­
ent, they are s t i l l  in  a re la tive ly  better 
state than are the te rr if ic a lly  underpaid 
Spanish workers. The Am erican do lla r 
(we do no t say th is  ou t o f na tiona l 
p r id e !)  goes a long way when transla ted 
in to  Spanish pesetas. An accum ulation 
of Am erican do lla rs sent to our Spanish 
comrades means th a t so much more of 
the long road to p ro le ta ria n  v ic to ry  is 
cleared fo r  the fo rw a rd  march. Do not 
forget, fu rth e r, tha t money sent now is 
doubly valuable, fo r  th is  is the tim e to 
s tr ike  the hardest blows at reaction and 
confusion in  Spain. A l l  funds should be 
addressed to comrade A. Gonzales, c-o 
The M ilita n t,  84 East 10th St., New York, 
N. Y .

Funds received since the acknowledge­

ments made in  las t week’s issue are 
herew ith  recorded w ith  thanks (unless 
otherw ise noted the donations are from  
New Y o r k ) :

James P. Cannon: $5.00—W in ie : .50— 
James G ilday : 5.00— S. M. Rose: 5.00— 
Nathan Berman : 5.00— A. Gomez: .15— 
G. S a r to r i: 1.00— H ild a  F . : 3.00 —  A im  
ando N acio : 2.00— Jose Vargas: .25— A 
D ia z : .25— J. Salazar .25 P. Gomez : .2 5 - 
Sol Sarach ik: 2.00—M inneapolis branch: 
3.55— T. Boisnert, Los Angeles: 5.00— 
Boston b ranch : 3.00—Toron to  branch 
(O pposition and C. P. members) : 9 .25- 
Toron to  Spanish-speaking sym path izers. 
2.40— M arx ian  League of London : 4.85— 
YOUNGSTOW N: Denis P la rin o s : 1.00 — 
S. F ra n k : .50— Jos. G o ttlie b : .25— Sym 
pa th ize r: .25— P. S o lis : ,25— F rank  Chel- 
off : .50— C hris t H a r r is : .25— F. A ltm a n : 
.50— A. Canas: 50— G abriel H ie rro : .50— 
G uillerm o C o ria : .50— M. V il la lb a : .15 
T o ta l th is  week: $62.85. Previous con 
tr ib u tio n s : 81.91. Grand to ta l to  date 
$144.76.

have been made on the flim siest pretexts. 
Jesse L. W akefield, representative o f the 
In te rn a tion a l Labor Defense, and A rno ld  
Johnson, o f the Am erican C iv il L ilie rtic s  
Union, have been ja iled , B oris  Is rae l, 
correspondent o f the Federated Press was 
forced in to  an autom obile driven  out o f 
the c ity  lim its  and shot, in  the le ft  leg.

The attem pt to frame-up the 35 m iners 
and send them to the e lectric cha ir is 
proceeding in an atmosphere o f lynch 
te rro r. The cou rt room and v ic in ity  is 
dotted w ith  company gunmen armed w ith  
rifles, m achine guns and tear gas. The 
Judge, D. C. Jones, delivered a tirade 
against the “ Reds” , te llin g  the ju ry  th a t 
"Com m unism  and law  and order cannot 
sleep in  the same bed . . .  We have our 
sins o f co a rue, but never u n t il these 
snake doctors came here from  New Y ork 
and taught these doctrines, have we been 
troub led by Communism.”  The States 
A tto rney, W . A. Brock, threatened the 
m iners w ith  the “ cold c h ills  of steel.” 

W orkers everywhere m ust support the 
defense o f these 35 m iners fared w ith  
cap ita lis t jus tice  and death in  the elec­
t r ic  cha ir fo r  s trugg ling  to im prove th e ir  
s ta rv ing  and m iserable conditions. The 
mass pressure o f the w orkers is the 
on ly  method w hich can rescue these 
w orkers  fro m  the clutches o f the coal 
barons.

♦  ♦  ♦

SEE PAGE FOUR for comrade Leon 
Trotsky’s thorough analysis of the latest 
speech delivered by Stalin before the 
conference of the industrial managers 
and economists.
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The British Scene

The Bankruptcy of British Stalinism
G E R M A N Y

Communist
Suppression

The financ ia l cris is  in  Germany has 
continued to become more acute in  the 
last week. In  spite o f a l l the measures 
(closing of the Exchange, res tr ic tio n  of 
bankers’ a c tiv ity , etc.) new crashes have 
taken place. The N a tiona l B ank o f the 
Rhine Provinces and the Shreider B ank 
o f Bremen have gone bankrupt. B oth  
are banks o f great im portance. There is 
no doubt th a t the crushing o f the Danat 
B ank w i l l  invo lve  the bankrup tcy  o f 
other banks.

The hope o f the German bourgeoisie 
in  a p rom pt assistance on the p a rt of 
America, England and Frauce, under the 
fo rm  o f a large loan, has no t yet been 
realized. The tr ip s  o f C u rtius  and Bruen- 
in g  to Paris and to the London conference 
yie lded on ly meager resu lts  and i t  is  
on ly  now th a t the question o f a id  to 
Germany is posed effective ly a t the same 
tim e as the guarantees w h ich Germany 
can give in  exchange. I t  is  c lear th a t 
i t  is  no t a question o f guarantees o f 
security.

The Hoover m ora to rium  was undoubt­
ed ly a v ic to ry  fo r  the German bour­
geoisie, w h ile  fo r  F rance i t  was the 
beginning of the liq u id a tio n  o f the re­
para tions and o f the Versa illes Treaty. 
The French bourgeoisie knew tha t i t  
w ou ld  be compelled to cap itu la te  before 
Am erican cap ita lism  in  the question of 
the m ora to rium . B u t a t the same tim e 
i t  knew th a t Germany is on the thresh- 
ho ld  o f financia l collapse and tha t the 
pro longation o f the parleys is p u ttin g  the 
German bourgeoisie in to  a d ifficu lt posi­
tion . I t  is  now seeking through the 
lips  o f its  representative, Lava l, to  ex­
p lo it  the s itua tion  in  Germany to re­
pulse the demand o f German im p e ria l­
ism  which looks, in  the f irs t place, to ­
wards the suppression of the repara­
tions and the Versa illes T rea ty . I t  de­
mands guarantees in  o rder to  have the 
poss ib ility  o f keeping in  leash the im ­
pe ria lis t appetite of the German bour­
geoisie. The success o f a l l these plans 
o f the French bourgeoisie depends above 
a l l  on the position o f Am erica  and Eng­
land. I t  is nevertheless c lea r th a t the 
German bourgeoisie w i l l  be compelled to 
cap itu la te , en tire ly  o r in  part.

In  spite o f a l l  the decrees o f the Bruen- 
ing  government, the state o f indus try  
has again become worse. E very day. 
they proceed to  new closing down o f 
factories and the discharge o f w orkers 
and employees. A lm ost the whole te x tile  
in dus try  o f Saxony has closed its  fac­
tories, not having the poss ib ility  o f p ro­
cu ring  the necessary raw  m ateria ls  fro m  
England w ith  the present m ark. The 
car shops a t W erdau (S axony) have 
closed a t the same tim e th a t K ru p p  has 
shu t down pa rt o f its  shops together 
w ith  Ford  who did  the same in  his new 
fac to ry  a t Cologne. I t  is probable th a t 
i f  the s itua tion  does no t change, these 
measures w i l l  take on unim aginable 
form s and the arm y o f fo u r m illio n s  of 
Unemployed ex is ting  today w i l l  be in ­
creased by a new mass o f jobless. The 
need o f paying social insurance to new 
hundreds o f thousands w i l l  render the 
financ ia l s itua tion  s t i l l  worse.

The cris is  in  German cap ita lis t econ­
omy has now atta ined its  highest po in t. 
The collapse o f the banks and the fin ­
ancia l s itua tion  w i l l  ce rta in ly  evoke in ­
d u s tria l collapses on a greater scale. 
The productive apparatus o f German 
economy cannot be m a in ta ined upon the 
basis o f w o rld  economy w ith  its  present 
capacity and scope. I t  w i l l  be obliged 
to  retrench. Even i f  the large loans suc­
ceed the s itua tion  w i l l  no t change much 
by th is  fact, and the s itua tion  ob ta in ing  
before the crashes w i l l  no t be re-estab­
lished.

Unemployment w i l l  increase in  the 
fu tu re . One can also foresee great 
strugg les; w hat w i l l  be the results? T h is  
w i l l  depend above a ll upon the a ttitud e  
o f the masses and the po licy  o f our party . 
The bourgeoisie is p reparing  fo r  t h is ; 
i t  has begun by a widespread attack upon 
the p ro le ta rian  press.
ABO LITIO N OF PRESS FREEDOM

On Ju ly  17, the new decree against 
p o lit ic a l excesses went in to  effect. T h is  
decree is in  ac tu a lity  the abo lition  o f 
the freedom o f the press in  Germany. 
O f the W eim ar constitu tion , there now- 
rem ains no t a trace so fa r  as the free­
dom o f the press is concerned.

Even the Berliner Tageblatt is  compel­
led to speak out a few  harsh tru th s  on

I the subject o f these decrees. In  its  even­
ing ed ition  No. 3C5, i t  says: “ The r ig h t 
to express fre e ly  one’s op in ion is today 
p ra c tica lly  abolished in  Germany.”

And every new artic le , every position 
of p rinc ip le  is threatened w ith  th e  con­
fiscation o f the p a p e r; i t  is  c lear th a t a il 
these measures are in  the f irs t  place d ir ­
ected against the Com m unist press. Even 
i f  the leaders o f the German socia lis t 
p a rty  defend th is  decree under the pre­
te x t th a t i t  is directed against the Fasc­
is t press, every German w o rke r knows 
that, in  fact, i t  is  aimed a t the revo lu ­
tion a ry  p ro le ta ria t and on ly  a t it .  W ith  
the aid  o f th is  decree, the bourgeoisie 
succeeds in  s tif lin g  fo r  a long tim e the 
Com m unist press and by system atic pro­
h ib itio ns  to destroy i t  completely.

And the offensive o f the bourgeoisie 
finds no resistance fo r the moment. The 
figh t between the police and the workers 
a t Gelsenkirchen and Essen, at Leipzig, 
T r ie r, etc., are s t i l l  isolated incidents and 
touch on ly  a sm all p a rt o f the p ro le ta r­
ia t. These struggles can have im por­
tance, bu t they are no t struggles o f the 
masses of the German p ro le ta ria t against 
the po licy o f d ic ta to rsh ip  and hunger o f 

, t l ie  B ruening governm ent and of the Ger­
man bourgeoisie. I f  the s itua tion  is such, 
the fa u lt  lies w ith  the C e n tris t leader­
ship. B u t there is s t i l l  tim e. The fa v o r­
able s itua tion  in  Germany has not yet 
passed. A  w in te r of great, class strug­
gles is s t i l l  before us. The fu tu re  devel­
opment w i l l  depend upon the figh ting 
capacity o f the pa rty . A  rad ica l change 
o f its  po licy on the basis o f the tac tic  
o f the un ited fro n t is the indispensable 
p re c o n d itio n  fo r  it.

To the extent tha t our pa rty  draws 
closer to the social democratic workers, 
i t  w i l l  also d raw  closer to the seizure 
o f power. — ROM AN W E LL .

BOSTON—
On Sunday, August 16, the New Eng­

land Am nesty Conference called by the
I. L. D. was held a t the Ambassador 
Palace Boston. 34 organizations were 
represented by 64 delegates. The com­
position o f the conference was much 
broader than previous conferences o f a 
s im ila r na ture, though the representa­
tion  from  the fra te rn a l organizations 
was not as strong as i t  could have been. 
Delegates came fro m  a ll sections o f the 
New England area. There was a good 
percentage o f Negro workers present.

A fte r  the rep o rt o f the Credentials 
Committee, a l l the delegates, inc lud ing  
the representative o f the Boston Branch 
o f the Com m unist League o f Am erica 
(O pposition) were seated. M cCarthy was 
cha irm an o f the Conference and Cantor, 
the m ain reporter.

Comrade Cantor dea lt a t leng th  w ith  
the numerous cases o f cap ita lis t repres­
sion and im prisonm ent fac ing the I .  L. 
D . a t present and stressed the need fo r 
a broad amnesty campaign fo r  a l l cluss 
w a r prisoners, regardless o f th e ir  p o li­
t ic a l a ffilia tion . He called fo r  the co­
operations o f a l l  the organizations re­
presented to  help make the campaign 
effective.

In  the course o f the discussion on the 
report, comrade W einer, a delegate from  
the Needle Trades W orkers In d u s tr ia l 
Union and a member o f the Opposition, 
took the floo r and spoke especially in  
connection w ith  the v ic tim s of the Penn­
sy lvan ia  F ly n n  A n ti-S ed ition  A c t men­
tioned in  the report, and stressed the 
fac t th a t tw o workers, Leon Goodman 
and B ernard  Morgenstern, members o f 
the P h ilade lph ia  Branch of the Commun­
is t League o f Am erica (O pposition) were 
also v ictim s o f th is  act and th a t they 
had been denied a class defense by the 
I. L. D. The delegates from  the N. T . 
W. I.  U. re la ted the h is to ry  o f the case, 
to ld  o f the a rrest o f the tw o Opposition­
ists fo r  d is tr ib u tin g  Unem ploym ent leaf-.

(Continued from  Page 1)

TH E NATIONAL CONGRESS OF TH E  

SOCIALIST PARTY

On Ju ly  10 the e x trao rd ina ry  congress 
o f the Spanish social democracy w as held 
in  M adrid  in  order to  establish its  posi­
t ion  in  the present po litica l s itua tion . 
The June 28 elections to the C onstituent 
Cortes gave the most pow erfu l parliam en­
ta ry  m in o rity , from  the po in t o f view 
o f numbers, to the Spanish Socia list

On the shoulders o f European revo lu ­
tions England fo r  decades consolidated 
her progressive development in to  an ever 
more pow erfu l im p e ria lis t power. B u t 
her position as w o r ld ’s banker is now 
w itnessing its  eclipse. H e r cap ita lis t 
economy is a fflic ted  w ith  the illness o f 
decay. H e r statesmen, those who are 
ca p ita lis t in  name and those who are 
labo r in  name, are a t th is  present ihoment 
endeavoring to pool th e ir  resources to 
overcome the much feared economic dis­
aster and to save the proud m other o f 
the ca p ita lis t empires fro m  the h u m ilia ­
tion  o f a Hoover m ora to rium  fo r  Eng­
land. Eng land’s present development is 
tow ard  a revo lu tiona ry  s itua tion  a t an 
accelerated tempo.

However, so long th a t the B r it is h  Com­
m unist P a rty  rem ains w hat is tan tam ­
ount to  an im potent, iso lated sect the 
s itua tion  is  no t so hopeless fo r  the 
B r it is h  bourgeoisie. However, i t  fo llow s 
th a t to get the Com m unist P a rty  ou t o f 
its  present stagnation is an im perative 
task. B u t to th is  task, its  C entris t lead­
ersh ip does no t a t a l l measure up.

The d is illus ionm ent o f two years o f 
the “ labo r”  government, the innum erab le 
betrayals of the reactionary labor lead­
ers the grow ing discontent w ith  unem­
ploym ent and a constantly reduced s tan­
dard o f liv in g , are preparing  the w o rk ­
ing masses fo r m otion. A  po in t has 
already been reached where in  s ituations 
o f labo r conflic ts these leaders speak to 
em pty ha lls  o r meet loud protests. Even

lets issued by th e ir  organ ization and fo r  
ca llin g  upon the P h ilade lph ia  w orkers to 
jo in  the February 25 dem onstration of 
the unemployed, called by the Commun­
is t pa rty . Comrade W einer also to ld  o f 
the repeated attem pts made to  have the 
I.  L. D. take up th e ir  defense and o f 
th e ir fa ilu re  to date. She then ca lled 
upon the I .  L . D. to  live  up to  its  p r in ­
cip les o f class defense fo r  a l l w o rk ing  
class prisoners and demanded th a t the 
tw o Oppositionists be pu t on the Amnesty 
L is t  together w ith  a l l the others. The 
speech was greeted w ith  the applause o f 
a m a jo rity  of those present.

In  h is rep ly  to comrade W einer, the 
reporter claimed ignorance o f the facts 
in  the case and once more re ite ra ted  the 
po licy o f the I.  L. D. to  defend a l l  class 
w a r prisoners w ith o u t d is tinc tions o f 
a ffilia tion .

Comrade Cooperstein spoke in  the name 
o f the Boston B ranch o f the Communist 
League of Am erica (O pposition). The 
O pposition delegate ha iled the seating o f 
the O pposition a t the Conference as a 
good step fo rw a rd  and as a sign tha t a 
rea l e ffo rt was being made to extend 
the class defense f ro n t o f the  I .  L . D. 
Comrade Cooperstein offered the com­
plete cooperation o f the local branch of 
the Opposition in  the Am nesty campaign, 
started  the b a ll ro llin g  fo r  a campaign 
fund w ith  a con tribu tion , pledged a l l the 
financ ia l and p ractica l aid possible ana 
offered to provide a speaker fro m  the 
Com m unist League o f A m erica  (Opposi 
t lo n ) a t the disposal o f the Amnesty 
Committee. The w orkers present demon­
stra ted  th e ir  approval w ith  applause fo i 
our representative and elected her as a 
member of the Amnesty Committee.

A fte r the discussion, the organization* 
represented were called upon to con­
tr ib u te  to the fund, to ho ld meetings, 
to a ffilia te  w ith  the I.  L. D., to d is tribu te  
leaflets and to  prepare fo r  the equally 
im portan t A n ti-D ep orta tion  Campaign. 
W ith  tha t, the Conference was concluded.

P arty . T h is  fac t puts the Spanish social 
democracy before the dilem m a o f ho ld­
ing  back from  or o f accepting fu l l  
power in  a fa ir ly  short tim e. In  th is  
respect, the declarations o f the socia lis t 
m in is te r o f finances, I .  P rie to , are a l­
ready very s ign ificant when i t  pointed 
out th a t the social democrats w i l l  no t 
give th e ir  adherence to  a government pre­
sided over by the  present m in is te r of 
fo re ign  a ffa irs , Le rroux , leader o f the 
m in o r ity  closest to the socia lists num eric­
a lly .

F o llow ing  I .  P rieto, the socalists w i l l  
not vote fo r  a Le rroux  government. The 
socia lists express i t  from  the lips  o f 
one o f th e ir  m ost representative men a t 
the same tim e th a t they declare tha t 
the compromise reached a t S a in t Sebas- 
tien  over the co llabora tion w ith  the pre­
sent government was a m istake o f th e ir 
party .

On th is  problem, the congress w i l l  
have to  pronounce its e lf  on Ju ly  1$ when 
i t  is  opened up by the treacherous ch ie f­
ta ins o f Spanish socialism. W hat is 
most probable is th a t they w i l l  adopt a 
vague fo rm u la  in  order to  elude re­
sponsib ility .

The M adrid  organization o f the soc-

the im p e ria lis t agents in  the Trade Union 
Council, sensing the danger, have on tw o 
occasions come ou t in  c ritic ism  o f tne 
“ labo r”  government. I t  protested the 
government a ttitude  to the repo rt o f the 
Royal Commission on Unem ploym ent; i t  
protested the libe ra l-labo r agreement to 
the b i l l  o f repeal o f the an ti-trade  un ion 
act. B u t these are m erely the efforts to 
construct i f  possible a safety valve fo r  
reaction. Y et the Com m unist p a rty  has 
no t a t a l l been able to supply leader­
ship in  th is  s itua tion  o f r ich  possib ilities.

P ollitt Recites the Failures
A t the E leventh Com intern Plenum, 

H a rry  P o llit t ,  the most pe rfect prototype 
of a S ta lin is t th ird  ra te  func tiona ry , pre­
sented a trag ic  p ic tu re . H is  lam enta­
tions w e re : “ The troub le  is th a t our 
comrades do not d iffe ren tia te  between the 
w orkers in  the I.  L. P. and th e ir  lead­
ers and because o f th is  we bu ild  up a 
great b a rr ie r between ourselves and the 
w orkers in  the other parties . . . the a t­
titud e  of n ine members out of ten in 
ou r pa rty  to a new worker, and p a rtic u ­
la r ly  to an I .  L. P. w o rke r is tha t i f  
they are no t prepared to  sw a llow  the 
whole 21 po ints o f the C om inte rn pro­
gram they are social fascists . . . To­
day we have a b ig  s trike  move in  Eng­
land w h ich  has not been headed by the 
pa rty  and the M in o rity  Movement . . . 
we are not able to  develop the indepen­
dent fo rm s o f struggle, the independent 
form s o f leadership, so th a t we are net 
in  a position to be able to  give the ca ll 
— S trike  on— we are not able to get the 
lead o f the s tr ike  movement. The re­
fo rm ists  are able, on the whole, to  ca ll 
the workers out and ca ll the strikes 
o ff.”

A  dism al p ic tu re  of fa ilu re  indeed, 
p a rtic u la r ly  when one considers the ob­
je c tive ly  favorable s itua tion . B u t do 
these leaders a ttem pt seriously and th o r­
oughly to  account fo r  the reasons? Not 
a t a ll.  One may go fu r th e r  and ask: 
W hat does the present Com intern leader­
ship propose to remedy the fau lts?  F rom  
the shameful com binations o f the Anglo- 
Russian U n ity  Committee, w h ich  served 
to  give the reactionary Trade Union 
Council a L e ft covering and subjected 
the M in o r ity  Movement and the Com­
m un ist p a rty  to  these “ L e ft”  represen­
ta tives o f the Trade Union Council, the 
C om intern commanded the p a rty  to ex­
ecute a sharp tu rn  to  “ class against 
class” . I t  instructed -the p a rty  to as­
sume “ independent leadership”  a la the 
"T h ird  Period”  s ty le ; not because o f spe­
cific  fac to rs  o f the objective conditions 
which were then p a rtic u la r ly  favorable 
to the re form ists , bu t because o f the p ro­
clam ation o f the “ T h ird  Period” . I t  
became n a tu ra lly  transla ted, not int*o 
struggle to  prove the sup e rio rity  o f the 
Communist program, bu t by a rb itra ry  
d iv is ion o f separate s tr ik e  commitecs, 
o f separating and iso la ting  the m ilita n t 
m in o rity  fro m  the trade unions fo r  crea­
tion  o f new independent unions. Thus 
the blunderng s tu p id ity  o f the B r it is h  
pa rty  leadership must, o f course, f irs t of 
a l l be traced to  its  roo ts o f the S ta lin  
policies in  the Com intern, and a correc­
tion  m ust f irs t  of a l l begin w ith  a de­
cisive condemnation o f these fa lse  po l­
icies.

The Party Leadership Views
The opportun is t na tion a lly -lim ite d  posi­

tion  inev itab ly  flow ing  fro m  the reaction­
a ry  theory o f “ socialism  in  one cou n try ”  
invented and applied by the S talin ized 
Com intern leadership has found its  pa r­
t ic u la r ly  crass expression in  the whole 
concept o f the B r it is h  p a rty  leadership. 
In  the ca rd ina l question o f the Ind ian  
revo lu tiona ry  perspectives, the p a rty  
leadership confines its e lf  in  the m ain to

ia lis t  p a rty  has held numerous meet­
ings w h ich ended w ith  no concrete re­
su lt. E ve ry th ing  was le ft to  the con­
gress.

The Spanish social democracy' fears 
g rea tly  to take the power absolutely in ­
to its  hands and a t the same tim e is 
a fra id  o f continu ing to fo rm  a pa rt o f 
a governm ent wh ich assassinates the 
socia list workers. The problem is thus 
p re tty  com plicated and the w o rke r mass­
es are p rec ip itous ly  deserting the social 
re fo rm is t camp.

The C. P. o f Spain m ust u tiliz e  the 
s itua tion  in  order to  denounce the trea­
son o f the Spanish social democracy. The 
best means is to  push the socialists to 
the tak in g  o f power. I t  is  the most 
effective means o f unm asking them.

Needless to  say th a t no th ing p ra c tica l 
w i l l  come ou t o f the congress.

TH E  COMMUNIST OPPOSITION

IN  TH E  N. C. L.

The Spanish Com m unist Opposition 
has begun to  w o rk  p ra c tica lly  and ac­
tiv e ly  in  the N a tiona l Confederation of 
Labor.

Im m edia te ly , we have begun to register 
successes. In  M adrid  the pa in ters have 
named a trade un ion leadership com­
posed e n tire ly  o f comrades o f the Op­
position, Francisco G arcia Lav id  among 
them.

A fte r  the in te rven tion  o f our comrades 
a t a meeting, our comrade Garcia Lavid  
was named fo r  the leadership by accla­
m ation. So were tw o  o ther comrades by 
a great m a jo r ity . The anarcho-reform -

demanding independence fo r  Ind ia , th a t 
is i t  ca lls upon the B r it is h  workers to 
demand fo r  the H indus the same na tiona l 
lib e rty  which they have. T h is  a llow s 
fo r  no d is tin c tio n  whatever fro m  the 
position o f the “ L e ft”  I. L. P. B u t what 
is yet worse i t  fa ils  en tire ly  to establish 
the in tim a te  connection w h ich is so es­
sen tia l between the B r it is h  workers and 
the In d ia n  p ro le ta r ia t and poor peasan­
try . The continued sub jugation o f Ind ia  
rem ains one o f the m ain p illa rs  of the 
B r it is h  empire, and ju s t as much so is 
the development of the revo lu tion  in  In ­
dia— not m erely its  na tiona l lib e ra tio n —• 
one o f the m ain p illa rs  o f the pro le ta rian  
revo lu tion  in  England. A  correc t o rien ­
ta tio n  on th is  question thus becomes a 
card ina l task of the B r it is h  Com m unist 
Party .

However, the oppo rtun is t na tiona lly - 
lim ited  position o f the p a rty  leadership 
applies also in  a f u l l  measure to its  
views o f the s itu a tio n  o f the B r it is h  
w ork ing  class. The axis o f its  presont 
propaganda and ac tiv ities  is the figh t fo r  
sh iftin g  the burden o f the g row ing  cris is  
from  the w o rk ing  class iO the bourge­
oisie. To th is  end i t  advances, as is  fo r  
example contained in  the  program  o f the 
“ C harte r movement” , the slogans o f the 
p a rtia l demands fo r  an increased dole a t 
the cost o f the owners o f indus try , the 
seven hour day, housing fo r  workers, 
reduction o f rents, a guaranteed m in i­
mum wage, repud ia tion  o f a rb itra tio n , 
release o f class w a r prisoners, repeal of 
Trades Disputes Act, against ta r if f  a t­
tacks upon w orkers ’ standard, added to 
which are the slogans, fo r  figh t against 
im peria lism  and fo r the defense o f the 
Soviet Union, etc.
“Simplifying” the Problems of Revolution

These leaders have a rrived  a t an al­
together too simple ra tio n a liza tio n  o f the 
power and resources o f im peria lism  and 
the problems o f the w o rk ing  class. T he ir 
conclusions are th a t since cap ita lism  in  
its  present declin ing stage cannot g ran t 
the necessary re form s to the workers 
hence every s trugg le  fo r  re form s be­
comes a revo lu tiona ry  struggle. B u t 
the problem  is not qu ite  so simple. W h ile  
struggles fo r  re form s have a d iffe re n t 
significance today than du rin g  the period 
o f organic development o f c a p ita lism ; 
w h ile  re form ism  could then lay  a p ro­
gressive ro le  bu t today w i l l  de fin ite ly  
have to choose between the  paths of 
p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion  o r organic support 
o f cap ita lis t reaction, and in va ria b ly  
choses the la tte r, nevertheless, fo r the 
Com m unist party , the re  s t i l l  rem ains the 
problem  o f g iv ing  the strugg le fo r  re­
fo rm  needs and dem ocratic demands a 
revo lu tiona ry  content. Above a ll, there 
rem ains the problem  fo r  the p a rty  o f 
bu ild ing  the forces w h ich  under its  lead­
ersh ip  in  the  struggles m ust conscious­
ly  select the road tow ard  the revo lu tion . 
The p a rty  m ust establish its e lf  as the 
vehicle o f the revo lu tion .

The B r it is h  pa rty  w r ite  volum inously 
about the grow ing ca p ita lis t cris is  and 
the debacle o f the MacDonald gradu 'il- 
ness. I t  qu ite corectly  endeavors to  un­
mask the “ L e ft”  o f the 1. L. P. and 
usually draw s the conclusion fo rm u la ted  
in  b lanke t statements to the e ffe c t: These 
experiences w i l l  prove to the B r it is h  
workers tha t the Com m unist p a rty  is 
the on ly  p a rty  figh ting  fo r  th e ir  in te r­
ests. This, however does no t a t a ll fo l­
low. T ha t is, i t  does not and cannot 
fo llo w  unless the p a rty  also succeeds in  
proving its  w o rth  as a revo lu tiona ry  lead­
er.

W hat d id  P o l l i t t  have to offer, a t the 
E leventh C om intern Plenum, as a so lu tion 
fo r  the present p a rty  d ifficu ltie s?  Of 
course, one m ust not expect a serious 
exam ination o f possible fa llac ies  o f past

ists were pu t in  the m in o rity .
The successes o f ou r friends are d is­

tu rb in g  and ir r i ta t in g  the anarchists 
who made a great scandal and, assisted 
by anarch ists from  other organizations, 
w ent so fa r  as to  a ttack c u r comrades.

A t the present tim e, the anarch is t 
groups o f M adrid  have m et in  order to 
remove our friends  over the heads o f 
the pa in te rs ’ organization, under the 
frau d u le n t p re text th a t Garcia Lav id  
was a candidate in  the las t elections.

O ur comrades were accused o f belong­
ing to the Com m ittee o f Reconstruction 
o f Seville  and v io le n tly  expelled fro m  
the local o f the N. C. L. N a tu ra lly , the 
pa in ters w i l l  have th e ir  w ord  and, 
against the advice o f the anarchist 
groups, w i l l  ra t ify  the nom ination o f our 
comrades.

The fo llo w in g  fac t m ust be pointed 
o u t : i t  is the firs t tim e that. Communists 
have won in  M adrid  an organization a t­
tached to the N. C. L . and also the firs t 
m an ifestation o f our trade  un ion ac­
t iv ity .

The tr iu m p h  o f our pa in te r friends  in  
M adrid  shows how the Communists have 
to  act in  the N. C. L., but also shows 
the anarch is t phobia against Commun­
ism a phobia provoked in  large measure 
by the Reconstruction conference o f Sev­
ille , convoked by the S ta lin ists. The 
struggle is very d ifficu lt. I t  m ust be said 
th a t a S ta lin is t present a t the m eeting 
showed his agreement w ith  the anarchists 
so as not to give h is vote to ou r friends 
o f the Communist L e ft  Opposition.

A t the same tim e  th a t we obtained th is  
success a t M adrid , ou r comrades have

and p reva iling  policies and d irectives 
from  self-contented bureaucrats. And 
so, P o llit t ,  also rem ained true  to the 
established s ty le  of em pty p latitudes. He 
recommended ” . . .  to in te n s ify  w o rk  
. . .  to  lead w orkers’ economic strug- 
gls . . .  to  bu ild  broad union fro n t ac­
tiv it ie s  from  below . . . ac tiv ities  against 
g row ing tendencies o f fascism against 
g row ing  w a r danger, etc.”  The pa rticu ­
la r  poss ib ilities  fo r  th is , P o ll it t  saw in  
the C harte r Movement.

A las, in  the C harter Movement the de­
ceptive practise of, in  view  o f a l l the 
fa ilu res, to appear stronger prevailed 
from  its  inception. In  con fo rm ity  w ith  
the “ T h ird  P eriod”  sty le the pa rty  lead­
ersh ip set ou t to drum  up a large dele­
gation a t the in it ia l cha rte r conference. 
I t  became a substitu te  fo r  the re a lity  of 
mass influence w hich the pa rty  s t i l l  has 
to w in. 788 delegates were secured, but 
on ly 68 representating trade union 
branches 51 the unem ploym ent move­
m ent branches (a movement ha rd ly  ex­
is tin g  in  re a lity ) ,  31 representing the 
pa rty  and Y. C. L. the balance were 
supposed to  represent variouis m isce l­
laneous mass meetings sports clubs. M in ­
o r ity  Movements groups etc. T h is  un­
doubtedly becomes its  f irs t  fa ta l weak­
ness. The revo lu tion  cannot be organ­
ized by deceiving the workers. Secondly 
one cannot yet no tice any v is ib le  e ffort 
to correc tly  connect the economic needs 
and demands o f th is  movement w ith  the 
p o lit ic a l issues. T h ird ly , being borne 
out o f the conception o f find ing a substi­
tu te  fo r  the ill- fa te d  M in o r ity  Movement 
and a sho rt cu t to  mass influence, ihe 
p a rty ’s problems have no t been brought, 
nearer its  solution. Essen tia lly  these 
problem s rem ain as before.

H ie  Future Holds Great Possibilities

The fu tu re  o rien ta tion  o f the pa rty  s t i l l  
remains in tim a te ly  bound up w ith  the 
lessons o f the past from  which i t  has not 
ye t d raw n the necessary conclusions. 
P a rtic u la r ly  so w ith  the lessons o f the 
1926 general s tr ik e  and the A ng lo  Rus­
sian U n ity  Committee. Pressed by the 
g row ing  w orkers discontent, today, sim ­
i la r ly  as p r io r  to the general s trike . 
“ L e fts ”  are again com ing fo rw a rd  from  
the re fo rm is t ranks to serve as a shie ld 
fo r  the reactionaries to  endeavor to de­
fea t the struggles grow ing o u t o f the 
d iscontent and to re tu rn  to  th e ir  o rig in a l 
camp when th is  “ danger”  again blows 
over. The Com m unist pa rty  is ye t en­
t ire ly  iso lated. There is  there fore  a 
great danger th a t the struggle o f the 
discontented masses, w h ich m arks the 
developing revo lu tiona ry  forces, may be 
swallowed in  th is  “ L e ft”  re fo rm is t 
swamp. The pa rty  canot prevent i t  by 
its  soealled “ un ited fro n t fro m  below”  
coupled w ith  the perfidious practises o f 
w ha t is called independent leadership. 
T h is  w i l l  on ly  mean to substitute decep­
tion  and cunning fo r  the actua l un ifica­
tio n  o f the workers. Moreover i t  a lways 
leaves the door wide open fo r  the other 
desperate a lte rna tive ,— tha t is, to a ttem pt 
to overcome the iso la tion  which w i l l  en­
sue by alliances behind the backs o f the 
w orkers w ith  these L e ft coverings. In  
o ther words to  repeat the shameful a l­
liance w ith  the “ L e fts ” , the H icks, P u r­
ce lls and Cooks in  the Anglo-Russian U n­
ity  Committee.

These “ L e fts ”  in  England have con­
siderable experiences precisely in  decep­
tio n  and cunning. The p a rty  has nothing 
to gain by atempts to em ulate them. I t  
has there fore  become so much more an 
im perative du ty fo r  the B r it is h  Com­
m un ist P a rty  to conduct an extended d is­
cussion to enable i t  to draw  the proper 
lessons o f 1926 so th a t i t  may a rr iv e  a t a 
position o f co rre c tly  estim ating the fu ­
tu re  perspectives, co rre c tly  w o rk  out its  
o rien ta tion  fo r  genuine un ifica tion  of In*. 
B r it is h  workers which w i l l  in  re a lity  
m ark the end o f “ L e f t ”  re fo rm is t decep­
tion  and lay  the basis fo r  Com m unist 
leadership.

obtained the d irection  o f the People’s 
House o f L le rena (Bodajoze). The L e ft 
Opposition is beginning to  reap successes 
on the trade un ion field.

NEW  PERSECUTIONS AGAINST US
The news we receive from  the p ro ­

vinces are more serious every day. Many 
comrades do no t receive Comunismo, in  
spite o f repeated m ailings. The repub­
lica n  police confiscates (steals, fo r  i t  
does i t  il le g a lly )  the copies o f the re­
view. M any le tte rs fro m  our comrades 
a rr iv e  on ly  a fte r  a long delay o r do not 
a rr iv e  a t a ll. La Verite and La Lutte de 
Classes come to us irre g u la r ly  o r “ are 
lo s t”  . . . by the General Management 
o f the Republican Police. The struggle 
and the persecutions continue.

OUR PROGRESS
The second number o f Comunismo 

has been given a much bette r reception 
than the firs t. Groups o f comrades con­
s tan tly  arise throughout the country. A t  
Salamanca, the republican and po litica l 
bosses’ fie f an im portan t group o f the 
Spanish Com m unist O pposition has been 
constituted.

A t B ilbao, our group has doubled its  
membership. In  Estrem adura, new groups 
have been form ed. A t Segovia, the o f­
fic ia l p a rty  group is on our side.

The second pam phlet by comrade T ro t­
sky which our “ Communist Pub lishers”  
has ju s t  pu t ou t is receiving an excellent 
reception and comments. The Spanish 
Communist Opposition is showing its e lf 
to be the on ly  representative o f M arv  
ism in  Spain.

— H E N R I LAC P 
M adrid , J u ly  1931
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DISC U SION ARTICLE!
Reforms and Immediate Demands

X take advantage o f an incorrec t fo r ­
m u la tio n  in  the thesis in  o rder to  raise 
m ore v ita l questions dealing w ith  its  
content. The thesis labels the p ra c tica l 
needs o f the day, re form s. I t  says, “ I t  
is  the Com m unists who are the m ost 
a rden t and w ill in g  defenders no t on ly 
o f th e ir  broad h is to r ic a l in terests (the  
social revo lu tio n ) bu t o f m ost na rrow , 
lim ite d  and p rac tica l needs o f the  day 
(re fo rm s ). I t  is  in  th is  way o f lin k in g  
the struggles fo r  d a ily  needs w ith  the 
fina l a im , o f having the fo rm e r pave 
the way fo r  the la tte r, th a t the  s trug­
gle fo r  re form s can be carried  on in  a 
revolutionary sense th a t is i t  can be 
directed against the re fo rm is ts .”  N o t 
on ly is i t  im proper to  use the w o rd  or 
impression “ figh ting  fo r  re form s”  bu t the 
way the problem  is fo rm u la ted  the re ­
la tion  of im m ediate demands w ith  u l t i ­
m ate demand, is wrong.

Can we M arx is ts  use the w ord  re fo rm  
in  th is  sense? No, I  th in k  we have been 
p lay ing  w ith  th is  word long enough and 
i t  is  tim e  we s ta rt a thorough d is ­
cussion in  the L e ft Opposition, no t on 
the w ord  re form , but w ha t is more im ­
p o rta n t and behind i t — the understand­
in g  o f im m ediate demands and p ractica l 
needs o f the class.

The Position of Negation
A l l  w o rk ing  class organ izations c la im ­

ing to  figh t fo r  the class have stum bled 
on th is  problem to  a greater o r lesser 
degree. O utstand ing in  the M arx ian  
camp are De Leon and the S. L . P., 
w h ich, unable to  find  a way out, ju s t 
th rew  the whole th in g  overboard and 
denied i t  a ll. B u t since p rac tica l needs 
o f the class todaj- are m a te ria l th ings 
and no t ghosts th e ir  denia l was to  no 
ava il. The P. P., to th is  day, is fo llo w ­
ing  the footsteps o f the S. L . P., on 
th is  v ita l class question. B o th  o f these 
organizations have taken a negative 
position  w h ile  the S. P., sw ing ing to the 
opposite d irec tion , has transfo rm ed every 
strugg le fo r  im m ediate demands in to  re ­
fo rm s o f the w o rs t k ind . In  the Com­
m un ist currents, sad to say, we find  them  
hand ling  the question w ith  k id  gloves.

The three m ain currents o f Commun­
ism take a correct abstract position  on 
the question o f im m ediate demands but 
experience has proven th a t the R igh t 
w ing and S ta lin  C e n tris t are m uddled 
and confused when the question descends 
to  the sphere o f p ra c tica l life .

Experience has shown th a t the L e ft 
O pposition understands w h a t is m eant by 
im m ediate demands and its  re la tio n  to 
the socia l revo lu tion . Events which 
have fo llow ed  the programs tactics and 
strategy we presented fo r  these class 
battles vind ica te ou r c u r re n t; bu t the 
way the  thesis handles the question does 
not come up to  th is  standard.

We M arx is ts  cannot bo rrow  m any dic­
tio n a ry  words and use them to define 
th ings and conditions in  the class s trug­
gle. The w ord  re fo rm  is one such word. 
Considering how the w ord  is  used in  the 
thesis (and no t w ha t you m ean) I  can 
fo llo w  i t  to the log ica l conclusion and 
add, the bigger and better and m ore re ­
fo rm s we figh t fo r  and ga in the closer 
we w i l l  be to the social revo lu tion . B u t 
facts prove th is  is fa r  fro m  the tru th .

Is  there any difference in  the m a te ria l 
gains o r p ra c tica l needs o f the day fo r  
ou r class “ g iven" by the bosses o r th e ir  
labo r leaders o r won by ou r class in  
struggle? T o  every M a rx is t (and the 
w rite rs  o f the thesis have said such tim e 
and aga in ), we know there is a funda­
m enta l d ifference fo r  our class position. 
B u t the expression in  the thesis does not 
say th is . O n ly by understanding the 
class forces and causes fo r  the way our 
class receives these m a te ria l gains fro m  
“ day to day”  can we (a fte r  exp la in ing ) 
use i t  in  a “ revo lu tiona ry  sense” . Th is 
understand ing enables us to  labe l the 
k in d  o f m a te ria l ga in  to  denote re fo rm ­
is t o r revo lu tiona ry  action in  the s trug­
gle fo r  im m ediate demands.

False Abstractions
I f  the p ra c tica l needs o f the day are 

“ g iven”  by the bosses o r th e ir  govern­
m ent they are re fo rm s ; i f  they come 
fro m  the bosses’ labo r leaders, trade 
un ion o r p o litica l, they are social re ­
fo rm s and i f  these gains a re  won by 
o u r class in  struggle led by its  vanguard 
they are sparks fo r  revo lu tion . P rac­
tic a l needs o f the day fo r  ou r class 
cannot be abstracted fro m  the class 
strugg le and the o rgan iza tiona l and ideo­
log ica l position  o f the class. I f  we could 
abstract these im m ediate demands or 
gains fro m  the position o f ba ttle  o f the 
class forces we could say a l l these gains 
are reform s. B u t such an abstraction  is 
fa lse w h ile  o ther abstractions, such as 
are expla ined in  “ C a p ita l”  are no t false.

We know  th a t reform s o r  social re­
fo rm s do no t come from  the b ig  k ind
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hearts o f the bosses and th e ir flunkeys 
We know they are granted fro m  above 
because the class pressure fro m  below 
compels them  to  re linq u ish  th is  m a te ria l 
ga in  fo r our class in  order to stem the 
tide and check the g row ing  opposition. 
I t  is more p ro fitab le  to “ k i l l  w ith  k in d ­
ness”  than to k i l l  th rough  w h ite  te rro r, 
p rov id ing  the position o f the bosses en­
ables them  to c a rry  ou t the fo rm er. The 
degree o f class pressure determ ines, in  
the m a jo rity  o f cases i f  the p rac tica l 
needs w i l l  be d ire c t fro m  the bosses or 
fro m  th e ir  flunkeys o r fro m  the class i t ­
se lf th rough correct leadership. Reform s 
can be said to resu lt fro m  class pressure 
bu t class pressure w ith o u t, o r lack of, 
o r  w rong pressure o f the class vanguard 
means a d isproportion  in  the re la tio n  oi' 
class and pa rty .

The g row th  and decay stage o f cap ita l­
ism w i l l  cause a big variance in  th is  dis­
p roportion . In  the g ro w th  stage o f capi­
ta lism , the objective fac to rs  favo r the 
ca p ita lis t and n a tu ra lly  re form s w h ile  
the decay stage gives the objective factors 
to  the revo lu tion is t to  a fa r  g rea te r de­
gree. T h is  brings to the fore the subjec­
tive  fac tor, the vanguard as the v ita l de­
te rm in ing  fa c to r o f the problem  as T ro t­
sky po in ts  out, n o t on ly  in  revo lu tions 
bu t also in  the strugg le fo r  im m ediate 
demands.

The degree o f class pressure does no t 
always determ ine the success o f re ­
form ism , as the above w i l l  indicate. The 
stage o f cap ita lism  we liv e  in  as w e ll 
as its  ebbs and flows, and also its  un­
even c a p ita lis t development, is  no ab­
s trac tion  in  the class struggle. In  the 
g row th  stage o f cap ita lism , crumbs in  
respond to  class pressure were the least 
ev il fo r  the bosses, because the very  ex­
pansion and new m arkets m ore than 
made up fo r  the loss. In  the decay stage 
reform s are b itte r  concessions fro m  the 
cap ita lis t, k n it  to a h igher degree not 
on ly  to  the class pressure bu t m ore so 
to the polic ies o f the vanguard.

When Bosses Grant Reform
I f  cap ita lism  grants  re fo rm s (beats us 

to ou r po in t o f advantage) th is  has its  
ideolog ica l in fluence upon ou r class o r 
section o f the class as w e ll as a nega­
tive  o rgan iza tiona l resu lt, scattering our 
forces and a t the same tim e d riv in g  
these class forces in to  some fo rm  o f capi­
ta lis t  con tro lled  organization.

Such prevents the c rys ta lliz a tio n  o f our 
class ideology and unless the vanguard 
is w ide awake and capable we lose even 
the poss ib ility  o f re trench ing ourselves 
fo r  the nex t struggle. In  th is  sense, as 
a class problem  and no t as an abstract 
m a te ria l ga in ou r class, w h ich on ly  
learns by experience, has los t by the 
bosses’ coup and w ith  i t  the vanguard 
loses. Do n o t m a te ria l gains even void 
these above m entioned factors, gains and 
a step tow ard  revo lu tion? No.

W ith  the cap ita lis t coup in  reform s, 
the class lin e  re-form s w ith  the bosses 
a t a more advantageous position than 
before. A  m a te ria l ga in  given by capi­
ta lism  as a re fo rm  is ju s t so much labor 
power (co n tro lle d  by cap ita lism ) spent 
as i t  w ould, be spent on the ba ttle fie ld  
in  destruction o f the enemy forces by 
shells and am m unition. B u t the com­
parison does n o t ho ld  w ate r. Because 
a m a te ria l ga in  even in  re la tio n  to the 
c a p ita lis t is  ju s t  so much spent, in  re­
la tio n  to  the w orkers i t  is  a m a te ria l 
gain. Le t us see. I f  the vanguard of 
the workers moves up and in trenches the 
class behind the  m a te ria l ga in  (re fo rm  
and no t a spark) i t  is  a lready a NEW  
P R O B LE M  and especially a to ta l d iffe r­
ent s trugg le  i f  the  cap ita lis ts  t r y  to re­
take it .  I f  the cap ita lis ts  t r y  to retake 
w ha t they gave, and no t w hat we 
won, i t  is  no longer a question o f re ­
fo rm  in  the  sense o f  im m ediate demand 
(offensive s trugg le ) bu t a problem  o f 
defensive struggles o f our class.

H ow  m any m a te ria l gains (regardless 
o f how they came) were retaken and 
are being re taken by the cap ita lis t in  
the present crisis? A ny th in k in g  w o rk ­
e r can answer th is  fa ir ly  w e ll. In  th is  
case i f  the vanguard does no t measure 
up to  standards we can say, the greater 
the num ber o f these gains th rough  re­
form s and social reform s, the easier i t  
is  fo r  cap ita lism  to  re take them  and the 
numbers th a t come to  us as m ate ria l 
gains as sparks tow ard  revo lu tion  the 
harder i t  is  fo r  the ca p ita lis t to  retake.

One on ly  has to  look a t the s ick coal 
in d u s try  (favorab le  to the c a p ita lis t)  
w ith  past gains p r im a r ily  through class 
strugg le  and compare i t  w ith  o ther heal­
th y  c a p ita lis t industries (favorab le  to 
the w orkers) where gains were m a in ly  
re form s and rea lize the difference be­
tween the two. A  comparison w i l l  show 
re form s a re  re linquished easier than the 
gains th rough  class ba ttles unless the
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vanguard’s r ig h t o r w rong po licy a lte rs  
the problem.

The Communist Task 
Can we, the Communists, lay  down 

de fin ite  plans to prevent ou r action from  
fo llo w in g  the re fo rm is t camp? We can 
la y  down princ ip les in  general, bu t i t  
is  im possible to lay down a line  o f m arch 
th a t is foo l-proof. Each concrete s trug­
gle m ust have its  tactics fo rm u la ted  on 
the basis o f M arx ian  analysis. A  liue  
o f dem arcation between re fo rm is t action 
(re fo rm s) and revo lu tiona ry  action  can 
be made in  every strugg le bu t every de­
velop ing strugg le w i l l  have forces and 
action  o f both. I t  is up to  the Com­
m un is t to move these struggles ou t o f 
the channels o f REFO RM  in to  the chan­
nels o f deeper class struggles. A  simon- 
pure strugg le (made in  the  office o f the 
bureaucrats) is ju s t as w rong ( iso la tio n )

The thesis fo r  the pre-conference dis­
cussion states th a t the A m erican cris is  
may show a decisive upw ard sw ing some 
tim e  a fte r  1932, and th a t “ w hether or 
not the U n ited States in  the next period 
w i l l  reach the peak i t  a tta ined tow ard 
the end o f the la s t decade cannot be 
determ ined in  advance.”  “ The vast re­
sources o f the Unted States” , i t  says, 
“ its  unique post-war position its  gradu­
a l displacem ent o f E ngland as the lead­
in g  fac to r in  w o rld  economy and po litics  
. . . are s t i l l  effective enough to  w a r­
ra n t its  a b ility  to  ex trica te  its e lf  out 
o f its  present cris is  by s h ift in g  the bur­
den o f i t  no t on ly  upon the w o rk ing  
class a t home, bu t upon the nations o f 
Europe . . . ”  Nevertheless i t  sets fo rth  
the perspective fo r  the Am erican w o rk ­
in g  class movement o f “ rap id  develop­
m en t" and the “ prospect o f struggles 
ahead th a t w i l l  increase in  breadth and 
depth and m ilita n c y ” . The long-range 
p o lit ic a l conclusion does not fo llo w  from  
the economic p rem ise ; we believe i t  to 
be sound and believe tha t a restatem ent 
o f the economic premise w i l l  prove it. 
I t  is no t enough to  state an immediate 
prospective o f s trugg le ; i t  m ust be in ­
tegrated in to  a  longer-term  perspective 
o f p o lit ic a l ac tiv ity .

The thesis nowhere indicates th a t the 
present c ris is  o f Am erican cap ita lism  is 
to  be understod in  any d iffe re n t lig h t 
from  such past crises as those o f 1893, 
1907 o r 1921, fro m  which A m erican capi­
ta lism  in  each case rose to  new heights. 
To understand the present cris is  mechan­
ica lly , as the  bourgeois economists o f 
the ‘ business cycle”  do, to  regard i t  as 
a mere rep e titio n  o f a pa tte rn  o f rise 
and decline and rise, is  to deny the va l­
id ity  o f the d ia lec tica l m ethod o f  h is­
to r ic a l m ateria lism . For a M a rx is t the 
question m ust be posed us an a lte rna ­
tive  : “ Have the developing contradic­
tions w ith in  cap ita lism  reached a new 
stage, o r are there s t i l l  forces o f g row th 
and s ta b ility  w ith in  cap ita lism  which 
w i l l  enable i t  to overcome these contra­
d ic tions and pro long the period o f pre- 
Tevolutiionary cap ita lis t s tab iliza tion?”  

New Facts As Base
The answer to the  question w i l l  deter­

m ine the correctness o f the p o lit ic a l and 
stra teg ic  departure, and there fore th is  
answer m ust be based on ascertainable 
fact. I t  cannot be based on a general 
be lie f in  the power o f su rv iva l of capi­
ta lism , in  the Am erican o r in  the w o rld  
sphere, o r  on mere impressions o r hunch­
es. The fa c t tha t there are m any unknown 
factors in  the economic ou tlook is no 
ju s tific a tio n  fo r  a M a rx is t to  avoid the 
c lear and provable im p lica tions  o f 
m any o f  the known factors, bu t places 
on the  ob jector the respons ib ility  o f 
proving the existence, d irec tion  and 
s treng th  o f the susta in ing and s tab iliz ­
in g  forces o f cap ita lism .

In  con trad is tinc tion  to the statements 
o f the thesis quoted above, th is  a rtic le  
w i l l  present facts leading to  the  fo l­
low ing  conclusions.

1. T he  best th a t A m erican capita lism  
can hope fo r  as the outcome o f the pre­
sent cris is  is a tem porary s tab iliza tion  on 
a low er plane.

2 W hile  the economic con trad ic tions 
o f cap ita lism  w i l l  in  a l l p ro b a b ility  lead 
to the classical so lu tion  o f im p e ria lis t 
conquest o f m arkets the  unique position 
o f Am erica, as d istinguished from  the 
o lder im p e ria lis t powers, w i l l  not enable 
i t  to  ob ta in  the unm ixed benefits o f im ­
pe ria lism  as d id  England in  the nineteen­
th  century. T here fore  im p e ria lis t w a r 
w h ile  a log ica l outcome o f the crisis, 
w i l l  no t solve the  cris is , bu t w i l l  m erely 
s h ift the center o f g ra v ity  o f Am erican 
cap ita lism  increasing ly to fo re ign  coun­
tries , w h ile  aggravating the cris is  a t 
home.

Theories of Self-Cure
As to  1. A . Some bourgeois econom­

ists, and we reg re t to say, some Com­
m unists, have advanced the theory tha t 
th is  cris is  lik e  preceding ones, w i l l  cure 
its e lf  when stocks o f consum ption goods 
(shoes', shirtsr, ha ts ) in  the hand o f 
consumers and re ta ile rs  decline to a 
po in t where replacement demand is great­
er than the  reduced volume o f produc­
tion  p re va ilin g  a t the bottom  o f a crisis. 
T h is  w i l l  cause greater m anufacturing 
a c tiv ity , m ore jobs, and the beginning of 
the recovery. Ths theory  is  incorrect—  
(1 ) because the demand its e lf  keeps 
decreasing through unem ploym ent and 
wage cuts, and the mere necessity fo r  
a w o rke r to  buy a p a ir o f shoes by no 
means guarantees th a t he w i l l  be able 
to pay fo r  them — the appetite does not 
make the dinner. (2 ) M ore im portan t 
— consum ption goods are purchased out 
o f income, no t out o f cap ita l. The cris is  
is a cris is  o f cap ita l and its  most signi- 
if ic a n t fea tu re  is the in a b ility  o f cap ita l 
to  find  m arkets wh ich pe rm it i t  to ex­
p lo it  labor a t a p ro fit. Crises h is to rica l­
ly  have been solved by the increased pro­
duction o f cap ita l goods, not consumpton 
goods—-in M a rx ian  term inology, by an in ­
creased ou tlay  o f constant cap ita l not 
o f va riab le  cap ita l. In  the past, th is  
has m eant the construction, by cap itn l-

as to  enter movements w h ich  are o r­
gan iza tiona lly  p a rt o f the enemy forces 
(P a rliam e n ta ry  action— c h a rity  organiza­
tions, e tc .), the la tte r  w i l l  not be iso­
la tion  fro m  numbers bu t w i l l  be iso la­
tion  from  the ro le  o f the Com m unist as 
the vanguard tow a rd  revo lu tion.

Has not the M ilitan t tim e and again 
pointed out through dozens o f s trug ­
gles, the action o f the S ta lin ite  Cen­
tr is t  and Lovestone R igh t w ingers w h ich 
was a re fo rm is t and no t a M a rx ian  ac­
t io n  o f class struggle? These are facts 
and correct oetmarcations between re ­
fo rm s and sparks, w h ich  the theses, in  
its  fo rm u la tio n , does no t liv e  up to. 
O ur re la tio n  to  the U. S. S. R. is re fo rm  
and to  Am erican im peria lism  i t  is  rev­
o lu tio n  but the road to  revo lu tion  does 
no t lead through reform s.

— HUGO O G HLER.

ists, o f goods o f large cap ita l value, 
w h ich a re  on ly s lo w ly  used up houses, 
ra ilroads, in d u s tr ia l p lan ts m ine devel­
opments, even automobiles. A  cap ita lis t, 
seeing a s itua tion  where money m ater­
ia ls  and labo r are a l l  cheap, constructs 
a house, a ra ilro a d  o r a factory, ou t of 
cap ita l, not income, an tic ip a tin g  a compe­
t it iv e  advantage because o f low  construc­
tion  costs and financing charges.

A t the present tim e, th is  so lu tion  of 
the cris is  is  no t ava ilable. R a ilroad 
m ileage has shown no s ign ifican t increase 
fo r  th ir ty  y e a rs ; because o f speed-up and 
“ ra tio n a liza tio n ”  the record ra ilro a d  
tra ffic  o f 1929 am ounting to 447 b illio n  
ton-m iles against 339 b illio n s  in  1922 
was hauled by 56,936 locomotives and 
2,277,464 fre ig h t cars in  1929 against 
64,140 locom otives and 2,293,389 fre ig h t 
cars in  1922. In  the f irs t s ix  m onths of 
1931 the ra ilroads  placed 6951 new fre i­
g h t cars in  service, compared w ith  49,- 
208 in  the firs t h a lf  o f 1930. and on Ju ly  
1, 1931, had on order 8,963 new fre ig h t 
cars compared w ith  24 649 on the same 
date las t year. I t  is the re fore c lear th a t 
add itiona l demand fo r  cap ita l goods by 
the  ra ilroads  Is not tending to  bring  
about recovery.

In  indus try , m ost branches are over­
equipped not by standards o f the cris is  
alone, bu t even on the basis o f actual 
demand in  1929 and the years im m e­
d ia te ly  preceding. The so ft coal indus­
try  is  equipped to produce 800 m illio n  
to  a b illio n  tons a year, against ac tua l 
ou tpu t o f 567 m illio n  tons in  the best 
year in  its  h is to ry . The autom obile in ­
du s try  can produce 8,000,000 cars a  year 
against 5,600,000 in  1929, the record yea r. 
The steel Industry  began 1931 w ith  a 
capacity o f 62,000000 tons, against a 
production o f 56,000,000 in  the boom 
year 1929, 5,000,000 tons m ore than the 
previous record and th is  year fo r  pure­
ly  com petitive reasons, is  adding an ad­
d itio n a l 4,000,000 tons o f capacity, know­
in g ly  adding to the  excess capacity. 
Copper mines, producing a t an average 
cost of 8.63 cents a pound against a m ar­
ke t price  o f 7 and a h a lf cents, are no t 
adding to  th e ir  productive fa c ilit ie s  
least o f a l l  in  the face o f an im m inen t 
and eventual increase o f 200,000 tons 
per year fro m  Canada and 400,000 tons 
fro m  South A fr ic a  to the record 1929 
production  o f 2,000,000 tons. In  scores 
o f o ther industries  the s to ry  is  the  same 
—production  fa c il it ie s  are too large fo r  
even a  boom-time demand, and w i l l  cer­
ta in ly  not be added to now. Perhaps 
e lec tric  re frige ra to rs , washing machines 
cigarettes, m oving p ic tu re  stud ios and 
the lik e  are prospering, bu t serious large- 
scale in du s try  has had its  f i l l  o f expan­
sion, and w i l l  con tribu te  no demand fo r  
more production fa c il it ie s  to he lp end 
the cris is .

B u ild in g  construction has been no to r­
ious ly  overdone throughout the U n ited  
States, fo llo w in g  on the post-1922 boom, 
and th is  in d u s try  began having its  own 
p riva te  cris is  as ea rly  as 1928. I t  is  
s t i l l  in  the  e a rly  stages c f  read justing  
its  ren ts and financ ia l burden to the 
lowered purchasng power o f the coun try  
and is  in  no position to a ttra c t ad d ition ­
a l fixed cap ita l. The b u ild in g  boom tha t 
began in  1922 to make up fo r  construc­
tio n  deferred d u rin g  the w a r and the 
h igh -in terest period up to  1922 was one 
o f the potent factors th a t ended the 
c ris is  o f 1929-21, bu t is no t in  the per­
spective now.

One great force th a t ended past crises 
is there fore  n o t ava ilab le  to end the pre­
sent one— the investm ent o f la rge am­
ounts o f constant cap ita l (no t income or 
va riab le  cap ita l) in  producers’ goods 
(n o t consumers goods).

The Agrarian Crisis
3. The increasing sharpness o f the 

agrarian  cris is  constitutes another d if­
ference between past crises and the pre­
sent one. A n  a lle v ia tin g  fa c to r in  past 
crises was the a b il i ty  o f the fa rm ers to 
raise th e ir  purchasing power through 
increasing the size o f the crop. Since 
1919 th is  has no longer been the case. 
In  th a t year, the  to ta l a g ric u ltu ra l ou t­
pu t was no la rge r than in  1915, bu t the 
h igher average prices created the la rg ­
est crop values in  Am erican h is to ry. In  
1926 the crops were la rge r than in  1919, 
bu t the contrad ictions o f the  w o rld  agra­
r ia n  c ris is  had reached a po in t where 
the declin ing prices caused by the la rge r 
crops n u llifie d  the effects o f increasing 
ou tput and resulted in  low er crop values. 
In  the same w ay the bumper crops o f 
1928 brought in  less purchasing power 
than the sm a lle r crops o f 1927. A t the 
present tim e 50-cent wheat has brought 
the question o f fa rm  m echanization de­
c is ive ly  to  the foreground. One au thor­
i t y  estimates th a t 1,000,000 fa rm  fam ilies  
w i l l  be displaced w ith in  the next few  
years by mechanized fa rm  corpora tions 
able to raise 20 bushels to the acre and 
having a present acreage o f 10,000.000 
acres, tha t is. able to tu rn  out 20 per­
cent o f the biggest wheat crop ever made 
in  America.

The perm anent arm y o f the unem ploy­
ed w i l l  be increasing ly  swelled by re­

W ith  the  M ilitan t now appearing w eek ly  the re  should be exce llent possi­
b ilit ie s  fo r  a l l o f ou r supporters to  e n lis t new subscribers. I f  you agree w ith

c ircu la tio n . You w i l l  w an t to  keep

1. The Meaning of the American Crisis

c ru its  from  the fa rm , unable to  stand 
the burden o f mortgages and taxes w ith  
th e ir  low  technica l level o f efficiency as 
compared w ith  g ian t corporations, and 
unable to  ex is t on 50-cent wheat.

Increased crops in  the fu tu re , even i f  
possible, w i l l  no t mean increased pu r­
chasing power fo r  farm ers, but m ere ly 
an increased export, surp lus fo r  large 
fa rm in g  corpora tions to dispose o f in  
com petition w ith  Russia, Canada, Aus­
tra lia  and the Argentine. T h is  way out 
of the c ris is  is closed.

C. C apita lism , to pro tect its  p ro fit 
m arg ins (o r  surp lus va lue ), unable to 
extend its  m arkets and conseqently its  
production in  the immediate, w i l l  extend 
and deepen its  assaults on wages. F rom  
the in te rn a tio n a l view poin t, cap ita lism  
in  one coun try  under Hoover is as f a l l ­
acious a slogan as socia lism  in  one coun­
t r y  under S ta lin . W ith  increasing tech­
n ica l and economic development, both 
m ust become ever more deeply involved 
in  inextricab le  ties w ith  th e  outside 
w o rld . H igh  ta r iffs  and State con tro l o f 
fo re ign  trade do no t a lte r th is  s itua tion . 
In  re la tio n  to  wages, cap ita lism  can 
e ither p u ll Epropean wages up to the 
Am erican standard, wh ich is a fu t ile  
dream, given the nature o f cap ita lism , 
o r i t  can tea r down Am erican wages 
tow ard  European standards, w h ich  is 
w ha t cap ita lism  is ac tu a lly  engaged in

doing. T h is  involves i t  in  a m a jo r con­
tra d ic tio n — to m a in ta in  pro fits  i t  cuts 
wages, and as i t  cuts wages i t  reduces 
purchasing power and hence the possi­
b i l ity  o f profits, whence fo llo w  fu rth e r 
wages cuts, less profits, more wage cuts, 
etc. E a t th is  is on ly the reverse o f the 
ascending sp ira l o f cap ita lism  in  its  
stage o f g row th  and s ta b ility — more 
wages, m ore pro fits , m ore wages, etc. 
Wages were no t seriously cut in  past 
crises, not even in  the 1921 cris is  a fte r 
com m odity prices had fa lle n  40 percent, 
and bourgeois economists wgere shouting 
the necessity o f “ ad jus ting  wages to  
prices” . A t  th a t tim e  prices had risen 
sharp ly. D u ring  the boom period, and 
wages w ith  them. In  the 1929 boom, 
ne ithe r prices no r wage levels rose to 
anyth ing lik e  the extent of the 1919-20 
boom, bu t the  c ris is  has a lready resulted 
in  sharp wage cuts, and m ore and deep­
e r ones are lik e ly  to  fo llo w .

F rom  th is  standpoint, we have fu rth e r 
reason to  believe tha t the century-long 
upward curve o f A m erican cap ita lis t de­
velopm ent has passed its  peak and th a t 
the present cris is  is  d istinguished fro m  
a l l  past Am erican crises, not by its  
p lanetary  character, as the thesis states, 
bu t by the fa c t th a t i t  Ls the firs t o f 
the crises on the downward sw ing o f 
Am erican capitalism .

— B. J. F IE L D .

Shortcomings in the Youth Thesis
The thesis on the you th  question on 

the whole trea ts the problem  w e ll. H ow ­
ever, in  try in g  to be concise and to the 
po in t, a number o f th ings were e ither 
om itted  o r insu ffic ien tly  explained.

1. We m ust always remember th a t a l­
though, because o f the special charac­
te ris tics  o f youth, we approach the youth 
o f the w o rk ing  class on a special basis 
w ith  special issues, they nevertheless 
fo rm  an im p o rtan t p a rt of the w o rk ing  
class as a whole. O ur aim  is always not 
on ly  to  appeal to the youth o f the w o rk ­
in g  class on th e ir  p a rtic u la r problems as 
young w orkers, bu t also to  l in k  th e ir  
struggles w ith  those o f the whole class, 
to b ind together the young and the old. 
T h is  the thesis fa ils  to  take cognizance 
o f tre a tin g  the you th  as though i t  were 
some queer product o f society complete 
in  its e lf, and having no re la tion  to  any­
th in g  else.

Equal Pay for Equal Work

2. A n  excellent slogan th a t has its  
appeal fo r both the young and the old, 
th a t can help cement th e ir  cooperation 
in  the class struggle, is  the slogan th a t 
the Y. C. L . has advanced— equal pay 
fo r  equal w ork. We see over and over 
again the  displacement o f o lder w o rk­
ers, be tte r paid, by young w orkers  who 
are s t i l l  fu r th e r  speeded up and given a 
low er wage. The figh t fo r  equal pay re­
gardless o f age means a figh t against 
wage-cuts, against speed-ups, against the 
p lay in g  o ff o f one section o f the w ork ing  
class against the other, a re la tive  secur­
i t y  fo r  the older workers, a  m a te ria l 
advantage fo r  the younger workers.

The prom ulgation  o f th is  slogan and 
the actua l figh t fo r  i t  is  o f course based 
on the  actua l ac tiv itie s  o f the  Commun­
ists young and old, in  in d u s tr ia l and 
trade  un ion  life . The reason w hy the 
Y. C. L . has made no headway w ith  i t  
is  th a t they have no t prepared the ground 
fo r  any k in d  o f slogan, fo r  any k in d  of 
mass fo llow ing , by actua lly  entering in to  
the li fe  and struggles o f the  w ork ing  
class. The w o rke r is  no t he ld by the 
Young Communist League, its  members 
are no t given the education essential fo r 
correct pa rtic ip a tio n  in  the day to  day 
li fe  o f our class. No m a tte r how correct 
one isolated slogan may happen to  be, 
the general approach to the young w o rk ­
ers makes even the correct slogan w o rth ­
less.

I t  is  im p o rtan t th a t ou r Opposition 
you th  comrades should jo in  the un ion 
o f th e ir  trade, take p a rt in  its  activ ities, 
and there  c a rry  on the figh t fo r  equal 
pay fo r  equal vqork. The thesis co r­
rec tly  puts the add itiona l task o f the 
young Communists in  the unions the one 
o f figh ting  fo r  equa lity  in  un ion condi­
tions fo r  the young and the old— th is  also 
includes the youth o f the opposition.

3. The thesis takes the position tha t 
the fo rm a tio n  o f you th  a u x ilia rie s  to  the 
various organizations ( I.  L . D., I .  W. O., 
etc.) is no t on ly  superfluous, bu t actu­
a lly  h a rm fu l to the League. W ith  th is  I  
disagree. Even as the a u x ilia r ie s  are 
conducted now absolute ly con tro lled by 
the p a rty  and the Y. C. L., they a ttra c t 
young w orkers who would not otherw ise 
be brought to  the Y. C. L. P roperly  con­
ducted, these youth a u x ilia r ie s  should be­
come a rec ru iting  fie ld  fo r  the Young 
Com m unist League. The young w orker 
who enters the League is ready to  asso­
cia te  h im se lf w ith  a Communist organ­
iza tion  under the  d irec t leadership o f the 
Com m unist p a r ty ; he is ready to accept 
the polic ies o f the pa rty , and is anxious 
to  tra in  h im se lf to take his place In  it .  
The a u x ilia ry  organizations w i l l  d raw  
in  young w orkers in  whom the f irs t  fa in t 
s tirr in g s  o f class consciousness are fe lt, 
bu t who would no t come to the  Y. C. L. 
d irec t, who are not ready to  declare 
themselves Communists. The nucleus o f 
Leaguers in  these various you th  groups 
— these nucle i should o f course always 
be present, and should consist o f ex­
perienced and tra ined  young Communists 
— should serve as the re c ru it in g  officers 
fo r  the League.

A Nucleus in the League
4. The thesis sets fo r th  as one o f our 

im m ediate tasks the fo rm a tion  o f a nuc­
leus in  the Young Communist League. 
B u t we have always been advocating 
tha t, as w e ll as the b u ild in g  o f nucle i in  
the pa rty . The question has been, and 
remains, how is th is  to  be done? We 
can gain contact w ith  members o f the 
Young Communist League by p a rtic ip a t­
ing  in  these youth a u x ilia ry  groups by 
tak ing  up the tasks of an active member 
o f the group, and m eanwhile a ttem pting  
to get ou r policies across, especially to

discuss the problems o f the movement 
w ith  the members and sym pathizers of 
the Y. C. L. whom we find in  the youth 
groups. A no ther way o f “ bo ring  from  
w ith in ”  is to  send our youth members 
who do not come from  the League in to  
it .  T h is  o f course depends a great deal 
upon no t on ly the exte rna l conditions, 
bu t upon the ideolog ica l m a tu rity , etc., 
o f the comrade. B u t wherever i t  is 
found possible, th is  method o f coloniza­
tion  should be fo llow ed. T h ird ly , we 
should make a very serious attem pt to 
d raw  in  members and sympathizers o f 
the Y. C. L. in to  ou r classes. The class­
es he ld in  New Y ork  were attended fo r  
the most p a rt by members o f ou r own 
branch. In  addition, o f course we should 
fo llo w  the usual methods o f approaching 
Communists and Com m unist sym path­
izers in  general. We should issue leaflets, 
from  tim e to  tim e expressing our views 
on c u rre n t problems.

5. M ore emphasis should be placed 
on the need o f our group to  carry  on 
education fo r  the youth. (O f course, the 
adu lt Communists are c e rta in ly  not to 
be cut o ff from  these undertakings— they 
often need ju s t  as much education as 
the y o u th !) Especia lly because o f the 
fa ilu re  o f the Y. C. L . to supply elemen­
ta ry  M a rx ian  tra in in g , i t  is  necessary 
fo r  the O pposition to  conduct a funda­
m ental education among the Young Com­
munists. We cannot approach the great­
est num ber o f young Communists w ith  
essential in te rna tiona l questions and get 
them  to  support ou r p la tfo rm  because 
they lack the necessary background o f 
M a rx ian  understanding. We must, where- 
ever our forces perm it, in s titu te  classes 
not o n ly  on the issues o f the fac tio na l 
struggle, bu t also o f the m ost element­
a ry  Com m unist education. We m ust a t­
tem pt to  issue pam phlets on the la tte r 
subjects. The Young Vanguard should 
deal la rge ly  w ith  such education. We 
m ust bear in  m ind th a t in  order to judge 
o f the correctness o f one o r the o ther 
p la tfo rm  a ce rta in  m in im um  o f Commun­
is t knowledge is indispensible, and we 
m ust there fore  help to spread and popu­
la rize  Communism in  its  m ost funda­
m enta l fo rm  among the members o f the 
Young Com m unist League. A l l  th is  
means th a t much more o f a chance to 
establish nucle i w ith in  the Y. C. L.

6. O ur w o rk  is not res tric ted  on ly  to 
the Y. C. L . Just as w ith  a ll other 
w ork, ou r youth w o rk  takes place in  the 
class as w e ll as in  its  vanguard. P a r­
tic ip a tio n  in  trade unions in  you th  clubs, 
spreading o f the firs t steps o f Commun­
ism, etc.— in  other words, we should ap­
p ly  the fo rm u la tio n  o f the ro le  o f the 
O pposition elaborated by comrade Oeh- 
le r  ( in  h is discussion a rtic le ) and trans­
la te  i t  in to  term s o f youth work. O ur 
range o f ac tiv itie s  is n a tu ra lly  lim ite d  
because o f the lack o f sufficient youth 
forces. B u t youth w ork  is no t ca rried  
on on ly  by the young. The general ac­
t iv ity  o f the Opposition is calcula ted to 
affect not on ly the p a rty  but the  League.

Youth Chibs

7. A  you th  c lub should no t be a t­
tem pted u n t il there is a basis fo r  it .  
T h a t means we m ust c a rry  on the activ ­
itie s  indicated above, and when suffic ient 
fo llo w in g  has been gained, both among 
Young Communists and sympathizers, 
and among workers influenced d irec tly  
fro m  the shops, schools, etc., then and 
then on ly  should we launch such a  group. 
The group w i l l  concern its e lf  w ith  sports 
and c u ltu ra l ac tiv ities  but should be a 
re c ru it in g  ground fo r  members o f our 
classes, should be a tra in in g  and re c ru it­
in g  fie ld  fo r  Com m unists and O pposition­
ists. M ost lik e ly  New Y ork  w i l l  be the 
on ly  section fo r  a long tim e to come 
th a t can o ffe r rea l possib ilities fo r  such 
a group. Youth comrades should be de­
fin ite ly  assigned to take p a rt in  it ,  th is  
being ju s t as im p o rtan t a task as any 
other.

8. We cannot set any defin ite  tim e  fo r
the issuance o f a you th  paper. Th is 
also depends e n tire ly  on w ha t basis we 
have fo r  it .  When we have re a lly  begun 
to do you th  work, and have some grounds 
to base our paper on, then on ly  should 
a separate youth paper be begun. H o w ­
ever, the suggestion fo r  an in te rna l you th  
bu lle tin  is  a good one, and should be 
pu t in to  effect as soon as ou r finances 
perm it. — L IL L IA N  BORD.

READ AND SUBSCRIBE TO 
T H E  M IL IT A N T
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Leon Trotsky Writes on Stalin’s latest Speech

A  N ew  Zig-zag and the N ew  Dangers
BERNARD SHAW ON RUSSIA

The Russian revo lu tion  is  m aking its  
way in  the w o rld . A fte r  fou rteen years 
i t  has received the honor of a  ten-day 
inspection by George B ernard  Shaw and 
Lady Astor, and th a t in  its e lf—nas Amos 
and Andy w ou ld  say— is  “ som ethin’
I t  is  not every revo lu tion  th a t w ins such 
signa l honors and passes the inspection 
w ith  such fly in g  colors. I f  Lady A stor, 
as befits one o f her exa lted station, re ­
pressed her emotions and said li t t le ,  
the  great p la y -w rite r gave a fla tte rin g  
endorsement to the Soviet enterprise. 
The revo lu tion  got a f if ty - f if ty  break in  
the exam ination.

B u t i f  you w i l l  pardon us fo r  saying 
so we are not en tire ly  satisfied w ith  
the report. W hen Shaw sums up his 
conclusions w ith  the advice to  young 
men in  the W estern countries to  “ go 
to  Russia and settle  there” , we beg leave 
to  break in to  the happy p a rty  w ith  an 
objection. And once having disturbed the 
atmosphere of m utua l fe lic ita tio n  w ith  
the w e ll-know n O pposition quarrelsome­
ness, we may as w e ll speak b lu n tly . The 
whole idea is reactionary nonsense.

Russia is no t a separate planet, which 
can devlop a soc ia lis t society w h ile  the 
W estern countries are surrendered to 
cap ita lism . Russia is  bound up insep­
arab ly  w ith  them . The s trugg le  fo r  soc­
ia lism  is n o t a na tiona l bu t an in te rna ­
tio n a l struggle —  as M a rx  and Engels 
said. The Russian revo lu tion  m arks on ly  
the beginning o f the in te rn a tio n a l rev­
o lu tion  and w i l l  find  its  fu lf il lm e n t in  
i t — as Lenin and T ro ts k y  said. The big 
task is yet ahead, th a t is, to  make the 
revo lu tion  in  the cap ita lis t countries. The 
w orkers o f the W est m ust do th is  a t 
home. T h is  is the on ly way they  can 
help Russia and also help themselves.

No m a tte r how i t  is camouflaged w ith  
b ig  ta lk  about w o rk ing  fo r  socialism , 
em igra tion  to Soviet Russia represents 
•—in  99 cases out o f 100— a flig h t from  
the class struggle a t home. On the  pa rt 
of socalled revo lu tion is ts  i t  is  l i t t le  less 
than desertion. W ho w i l l  organize the 
revo lu tion  i f  everybody runs away?

The appeal o f George B ernard Shaw 
fo r  th is  exodus fro m  the W est is regard­
ed by shallow-m inded people as a sign 
tha t the Fabian has become a Commun­
is t. I t  is no th ing o f the k ind . He has 
on ly  become an advocate o f socialism  in 
one country . A nd th a t is m uch nearer 
to Fabian ism  than to Communism.

DEBATING TH E DOLE

The debate over the question o f un­
em ployment insurance has he ld the cen­
te r of the stage in  recent days in  the 
camp of the .c a p ita lis t po litic ians. An 
im portan t section, headed by Governor 
I ’ incho t o f Pennsylvania, has come out 
in  outspoken advocacy o f the federal dole 
fo r  the unemployed. On the o ther hand, 
the dom inating  elements o f finance capi­
ta l— represented by President Hoover— 
have taken a num ber of measures to 
dram atize th e ir  opposition to federal in  
suranee and to set in  m otion a counter- 
propaganda. O utstanding in  these man­
euvers was the conference w ith  the head 
o f the na tiona l Chamber o f Commerce 
and the :esu !tan t statement in  favor o f a 
hand ling  or. next W in te r's  problem  by 
the states and cites through emergency 
HI p ropria tiens and cha rity . The leading 
newspapers of the bourgeoisie support 
th is  view. The Tim es spoke fo r  it, c it ­
ing the cunbersomeness o f the federal 
m achinery which could r o t  be wheeled 
in to  shape in  tim e to  meet the w in te r 
c-ifis ; and the H eratd-T ribunc, in  its  
issue o f August 17th, argued against the 
federa l dole fro m  a p rinc ip le  stand­
point. As m atters stand now, the op­
ponents o f na tiona l insurance fo r  the un­
employed have the upper hand and i t  is 
h a rd ly  w ith in  the range of p robab ility  
th a t the next Congress w i l l  pass such 
a measure.

B u t the m a tte r does not end here. A ll 
the arguments against unemployment in ­
surance are predicated on thq assump­
tion  th a t mass unem ploym ent is a te m ­
po ra ry  phenomenon. The spokesmen of 
the ru lin g  class see the black shadow o f 
the W in te r cris is. B u t they do no t see 
beyond it .  They th in k  th e ir  problem con­
sists in  the feeding o f hungry  masses 
fo r  a b r ie f period. Beyond tha t they do 
not see and do not calculate. And ju s t 
because th e ir  premise is false they w i l l  
be compelled to revise th e ir  conclusions.

In  our opinion the ru l in g  class o f 
A m erica in  the la s t resort w i l l  not be 
able to avo id the establishm ent o f a 
federal system o f unemployment insur­
ance. T h e ir b lin d  opposition to i t  a t the 
present moment is on ly a- reflection o f 
the hopeless anarchy o f cap ita lis t p ro­
duction ou t o f w h ich n o t even th e ir  
w isest men can see an issue. They are 
s ta llin g  fo r tim e  in  the hope th a t some­
th ing  w i l l  happen to  free them fro m  th is  
te rr ib le  con trad ic tion  which has arisen
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out o f the very na ture o f the system and 
cannot be exorcised. I f  we take the most 
probable development o f the next fu tu re  
— a fu rth e r deepening o f the economic 
cris is  then i t  becomes obvious th a t the 
stop-gap policy o f state and m un ic ipa l re­
lie f  “ fo r  the W in te r”  w i l l  f a l l  to  pieces. 
Or, i f  we g ra n t the prospect o f a slow 
recovery— and th a t is the most op tim ­
is tic  hope expressed by any serious econ­
om ist in  the  cap ita lis t camp—i t  im plies 
a fu r th e r ra tio na liza tion  of in d u s try  and 
a residue o f unemployed w orkers ru n ­
n ing in to  the  m illio ns . Sporadic cha rity  
w i l l  no t be able to cope w ith  such a 
s itua tion . E ith e r the federa l government 
w i l l  feed them o r they, to quote the 
words o f Engels, “ w i l l  take m atters in to  
th e ir own hands” . Faced w ith  th is  a l­
te rna tive  the m asters o f A m erica  w i l l  
most probably reconcile themselves to  a 
system, o f unem ploym ent insurance.

They w i l l  do th is  a l l the sooner i f  the 
class movement of the workers presses 
upon them, organized and menacing. The 
prospect th a t the ru lin g  class w i l l  resort 
to th is  rem edia l measure in  any case 
does no t in  any way argue against the 
necessity o f a w ork ing  class figh t fo r  un­
em ployment insurance. On the con tra ry. 
The harder the figh t o f the workers the 
sooner w i l l  they w rest th is  concession. 
And the more w i l l  th e ir  m ora le be 
strengthened by the v ic to ry . Moreover, 
the passing o f an unemployment insu r­
ance law — which, as has been said, we 
believe to be in  the cards— in  its e lf  means 
i'.ttle . The figh t w i l l  take place over 
the nature and extent o f the re lie f p ro ­
vided by it .

In  the la s t reso rt the re form ists, who 
are shouting now fo r  unem ploym ent in ­
surance, w i l l  support a law  w hich gives 
the shadow w ith o u t the substance. I t  
w i l l  be the du ty  o f the Communists to 
organize the masses fo r a figh t to  com­
pensate the unemployed m illio n s  w ith  
an insurance re lie f w h ich w i l l  afford 
them an existence under the conditions 
w h ich cap ita lism  has forced upon them. 
The figh t fo r  unem ploym ent insurance 
as such a t the present tim e and fo r  ade­
quate re lie f under its  provisions a t the 
tim e o f its  enactment, remains a cen­
tra l issue o f the revo lu tiona ry  vanguard. 
Th is goes hand in  hand w ith  the s trug­
gle fo r  rea l and im m ediate  re lie f in  the 
present s itua tion .

(Continued fro m  Page 1) 
once but many times, from  the very in ­
ception and du rin g  the course o f the 
strike? Speaking o f the danger o f hav­
ing  the N. M. U. movement separated 
from  the K en tucky movement, fro m  the 
Keeney movement in  West V irg in ia  and 
the rank and f ile  rebe llion  in  I ll in o is ,  we 
issued the “ w arn ing tha t unless s w ift  
and resolute measures were taken to  
overcome the p re va ilin g  d isun ity , the 
s trikes w ou ld  be threatened w ith  the 
poison of slow d is in tegra tion  and de­
feat.’'  We proposed th a t the N. M. U. 
“ take the in it ia t iv e  to address the o r­
ganizations conducting the s tr ikes  and 
rebel movements w ith  the proposals fo r 
a jo in t conference to u n ify  them  a ll. 
This, -together w ith  ag ita tion  in  the ranks 
everywhere to have the w orkers exercize 
pressure upon th e ir  leaders, is  the f irs t 
rea l step towards a genuine un ited  fro n t, 
desperately needed by the m iners”  
(M ilita n t, 8-8-1931).

Three weeks before tha t, m aking the 
same im pera tive ly  needed proposal we 
s a id : “ S trike  w h ile  the iro n  is hot . . . 
The w ors t th in g  the L e ft  w ing  can do 
is to grow in tox ica ted w ith  an in fla ted 
idea o f its  own strength o r position. I t  
is not leading the whole m iners’ move­
m ent but on ly a p a rt o f it .  I t  can w in  
its  way to leadership i f  i t  pursues the 
r ig h t po licy now— and no t a fte r the 
s tr ike  in  the ‘se lf-c r itic a l’ artic les o f the 
press. The L e ft w ing dares no t be de­
ceived by cheap phrases, by boasting, by 
ruinolus self-contentm ent w ith  the big 
achievement i t  can leg itim a te ly  ' record 
now . . . W il l  the p a rty  have to draw  
up its  balance sheet when the coal s tr ike  
is concluded w ith  the lim p in g  apologetic 
rem ark tha t ‘a sm all measure o f organ­
iza tiona l success was secured’? . . . The 
p a rty  is pursu ing a course o f conceit, o f 
separatism, wh ich is false and unw orthy 
o f Communists. I ts  leadership of the 
m iners can not on ly be extended bu t made 
firm  and lasting. The tens o f thousands 
o f miners in  West V irg in ia , in  Kentucky, 
in  I ll in o is — and the other sections which 
can be won on the basis o f the appeal fo r  
u n ity  and so lida rity , m ust no t be igno r­
ed.”  (M il ita n t ,  7-18-1931).

The pa rty  “ stra teg ists”  rejected these 
proposals w ith  a lo fty  contempt. These 
people who make a profession ou t o f be­
ing wrong on every im p o rtan t question 
were too in fe rn a lly  wise to adopt the 
course we proposed. T he ir po licy o f iso­
la tion  was advanced as vastly  superior 
to ours. The v ia ls  of scorn were poured 
upon the “counter-revo lu tionary T ro tsky ­
is ts ”  who, “ together”  w ith  the Lovestone- 
ites “ w a il fo r  the re tu rn  o f the ‘good 
old un ited fro n t ’ w ith  the ‘progressives’ 
[and ] un ite  in  la be lling  the rea l un ited 
fro n t fro m  below o f the workers as ‘sec­
ta rian ism ’ ”  (B row der, August Com­
m un is t). Fo llow ing  B row der, Foster 
(who has his own differences w ith  the 
fo rm er over the “ counter-offensive char­
acter o f the s tr ike ” ) announced th a t the 
S ta lin is t po licy “ provides a means to un­
ite  the various disconnected s tr ike  move­
ments and rank and file  upheavals in  
the TJ. M. TJ.”  (Foster, August Commun­
is t), and proclaim ed th a t the fundam ental 
“ i f  n o t the decisive”  weakness of the

(Continued fro m  La s t Issue) 
SOCIALIST ENTHUSIASM  
AND PIECE WORK

Nine-tenths o f the new program  of 
S ta lin  amounts to the re-establishm ent 
o f piece w ork . A l l  the rest, in  the 
meantime, has an extrem ely confused 
character and, in  pa rt, on ly serves to 
mask the tu rn  to the R ight.

S ta lin  makes his new tu rn  depend up­
on the “ new epoch”  and the “ new tasks”  
w h ich  requ ire  “ new methods” .

B u t th a t is too crude a deception. We 
have seen, in  a w hole series o f questions 
o f the w o rld  labo r movement th a t the 
tu rns  o f the S ta lin is t bureaucracy flowed 
in  no w ay from  the changes in  the w o rld  
s itua tion  but, on the con tra ry, they were 
very o ften accomplished in  opposition to 
these changes and flowed fro m  the pre­
ceding e rro rs  o f the bureaucracy itse lf.

We believe the same th in g  today. We 
were to ld  th a t a t the th ird  year o f the 
F ive  Year Plan, the Soviet U n ion had 
entered in to  socialism. I f  th is  was rig h t, 
we should have witnessed a tendency 
towards the g tadua l equa liza tion of 
wages. T h is  tendency should have ju s t i­
fied its e lf and be supported more and 
m ore by socia list em u la tion and by shock 
brigades. Absurd as i t  m ay appear, i t  
was nevertheless we, the L e ft  Opposi­
tion , who were accused by the S ta lin is t 
bureaucracy o f lack of confidence in  the 
socia list enthusiasm o f the Russian 
workers. B y the power o f in e rtia  and 
in  order to  preserve the seeming con tinu­
ity  S ta lin  today repeats the em pty fo r ­
m ulations o f bureaucratic idealism . “ Do 
no t forget,”  he says, “ th a t the vast m a j­
o r ity  o f the workers have accepted these 
conditions o f the Soviet potver (d iscip­
line, tension, em ulation, shock brigades) 
w ith  enthusiasm, and they fu l f i l l  them 
hero ica lly .”  Now, i f  th is  is true  i f  we 
have entered in to  socialism , i f  the “ vast 
m a jo r ity ”  (m a rk  i t  w e ll:  the vast m a j­
o r i ty ! )  o f the w orkers fu l f i l l  th e ir  tasks 
“ w ith  enthusiasm”  and even “ he ro ica lly ” , 
one asks h im se lf w hy th is  same “ vast 
m a jo r ity ”  wander fro m  one fac to ry  to 
another in  the search fo r  fo rtune? And 
why are they obliged, precisely now, a f­
te r  a l l the successes obtained to pass 
over to the system o f piece w o rk  which 
is, a fte r a ll, the m ost refined cap ita lis t 
method o f the exp lo ita tion  o f the w o rk  
ers’ forces?

“ The p rinc ip le  o f the L e ft Opposition

s trike  was no t its  w rong po licy bu t . . . 
lack o f re lie f.

The fina l outcome o f the s tr ik e  says 
m ore than we can say to  con tro ve rt the 
cheap braggadocio of these S ta lin is t s ta l­
w arts . The counterposed policies have 
been tested. The bureaucratic, meaning­
less “ un ited  fro n t from  below”  fa iled  to 
give the N. M. U. a so lid  foo tho ld  in  
the o ther movements. The s tr ike  was 
not extended, but narrowed down to the 
po in t where i t  had to be called off, which 
in  tu rn , w i l l  have the gravest effects on 
the West V irg in ia  s trike . The N. M. U. 
d id  no t make a pa rtic le  o f the gains th a t 
were made possible by the whole splen­
did s itua tion . The Fosters and Browders 
stood lik e  a huge boulder in  the path of 
progress.

B y superior force, by the apparatus 
strength w h ich  has been granted them 
through the usurpation o f the in te rna­
tio n a l Communist movement by the S ta l­
in is t faction, by m isrepresentation and 
demagogy in  the press under th e ir  con­
t ro l— the S ta lin is t agents in  the United 
States succeeded in  suppressing ou r p ro­
posals d u rin g  the s trike , in  preventing 
the L e ft w ing from  adopting the only 
course tha t could lead to a successful 
issue. Le t them be proud o f th e ir  sho rt­
lived trium ph  over the “ counter-revolu­
tio n a ry  T ro tsky is ts ” . They won the ir 
v ic to ry  a t the cost o f the movement to 
which they dealt such b ru ta l blows, and 
no revo lu tion is t w i l l  find  in  such a v ic­
to ry  a source o f re jo ic ing . They piled 
b lunder upon blunder, and crushed the 
prom ising movement under a m ountain 
o f e rro r. They bear the te rr if ic  respon­
s ib ility  o f m isleadership.

F o rtun a te ly  fo r the movement as a 
whole even the heavy blows in flic ted  up­
on i t  by S ta lin ism  are no t yet m orta l. 
The v ita l ity  o f the w orkers ’ movement 
is s t i l l  strong enough antidote to  the 
corrosion o f the bureaucrats. The m in­
ers’ movement is no t dead—fa r  from  
it .  I t  w i l l  experience a resurgence, and 
tha t in  short order. The nex t explosion 
in  the coal fields may take place in  Color­
ado, where R ockefe ller has again cut 
deeply in to  the wage scale. I t  may 
break ou t elsewhere. In  any case, the 
Communists and the L e ft w ing  m ust be 
on the watch and adequately prepared. 
The m iners need a revo lu tiona ry  leader­
ship w h ich  is  capable o f lead ing ; the 
Lew is machine o r the various t im id  and 
treacherous re fo rm is t movements offer 
the m iners no way ou t a t a ll.  In  the 
coming struggles, e n tire ly  inevitable , of 
the m iners, they w i l l  anew be impressed 
w ith  the fac t th a t on ly  the dom ination of 
a na tiona l movement, unified m ilita n t 
class conscious can guide them ou t o f the 
crue l m isery to w h ich a ruth less cap ita l­
is t  system has condemned them. The 
day o f the isolated struggle has come to 
a close, p a rtic u la r ly  among the m iners. 
Broad and fierce battles are on the h o r i­
zon. The road to  th e ir v ic torious conclu­
sion leads through the un ited  fro n t. The 
L e ft w ing, lea rn ing  fro m  its  own b itte r  
experiences, m ust find the courage to  cast 
off the shackles o f dead and a rb itra ry  
fo rm ulae w h ich  fe tte r it ,  and s tr ike  out 
bo ld ly  on the r ig h t path,

— T H E  M IL IT A N T .

is to  say w hat is,”  declares our p la tfo rm  
d ra ft.

The pro le ta rian  revo lu tion  has no need 
of the bureaucratic hotch-potch o f idea l­
ism. We w ant the tru th .

To be sure, the enemy w !i l  re jo ice over 
the obscure sides of th is  tru th . I t  is 
obvious th a t i t  w i l l  seize upon certa in  
elements o f our c ritic ism , lik e  i t  seizes 
upon ce rta in  sections o f S ta lin ’s revela­
tions today. When the enemy uses fra g ­
ments o f tru th s  in  o rder to weave a 
system o f falsehood i t  is no t serious. 
B u t when the w orkers themselves do not 
know the tru th  and do not know  where 
to seek it ,  th a t may have trag ic  conse­
quences.

H ero ic  enthusiasm  can draw  behind i t  
the masses fo r re la tiv e ly  sho rt h is to rica l 
periods.

A  sm all m in o r ity  is capable of m an i­
festing  enthusiasm fo r  a whole h is to rica l 
epoch: i t  is  upon th is  th a t is  based the 
idea o f a revo lu tiona ry  p a rty  as the 
selection of the best elements fro m  the 
class.

Socia list construction  is a task fo r 
decades. One cannot guarantee the solu­
tion  of th is  task except by the system atic 
ra is ing  o f the m a te ria l and cu ltu ra l 
standard o f liv in g  o f the masses. That 
is the p rin c ip a l condition, m ore im p o r­
tan t than the gain in  tim e in  the con­
s truction  o f a Dnieprostroy, of a T u rk - 
sib o r o f a Kuzbas, because w ith  the 
fa l l  in  the physical and m ora l energy 
.of the p ro le ta ria t, a l l  the g igantic  en­
terprises m ay rem ain w ith o u t a tom or­
row.

S ta lin  relishes his bearers w ith  quota­
tions fro m  M arx  and Lenin, according to 
which the d iffe ren tia tion  o f wages is 
inevitab le  fo r  the period o f the  passage 
to socialism.

Tom orrow  S ta lin  w i l l  quote to us 
M arx and Len in  to show th a t du ring  the 
passage to socialism  the sm a ll producer 
o f commodities, the peasant, in ev ita b ly  
gives b ir th  to the ku lak. These general 
tru th s  are indisputable, i t  is precisely 
we who recalled them du rin g  the “ diz­
ziness”  which, un fo rtuna te ly , is  no t yet 
a t an end today. B u t i t  is  precise ly the 
S ta lin is t bureaucracy w h ich  con tra ry  to 
us, posed fo r  its e lf  as a p ractica l task 
the liqu ida tion  o f the ku lak , th a t is, of 
the d iffe re n tia tion  o f the peasantry, w ith ­
in  the lim its  o f the F ive  Year P lan in  
fo u r years. C ontrary to ourselves the 
S ta lin is t bureaucracy affirm ed th a t the 
essential d ifficu ltie s  on the road to soc­
ia lism  are overcome tha t we had already 
entered in to  socialism, tha t the rea liza 
tion  o f the F ive Year P lan au tom atica lly  
im proved the conditions o f the workers, 
and th a t one could “ o u ts tr ip ”  the F ive 
Year P lan in  fo u r years. How , then, 
could the question o f piece w ork  be posed 
w ith  such acuteness a t t ile  end of the 
th ird  year? There is a question which 
every conscious w orker w i l l  pu t to h im ­
self.

On J u ly  7, P ravda quoted the fo llo w ­
in g  lines fro m  the organ o f the People’s 
Com m issariat fo r  L a b o r: “ The develop­
ment o f technique and the g row th  o f the 
ro le  o f transports  o f e lectrifica tion, etc. 
na rrow  the fie ld  o f piece w o rk .”  Is  th is  
not a M arx ian  tru th ?  B u t P ravda ca lls 
th is  t ru th  a “ T ro tsky is t assertion” . Th is 
strange con flic t between the offic ia l o r­
gan o f the People’s Com m issariat fo r  
Labor and the offic ia l organ o f the Cen­
tra l Commitee o f the pa rty  is explained 
by the fac t th a t the second num ber of 
Questions o f Labor appeared before Stal 
in ’s speech, w h ile  No. 185 o f P ravda ap 
peared tw o  days a fte r the speech. W hy 
was Pravda obliged to trans fo rm  th is  
sim ple t ru th  of M arx ism  in to  a “ T ro tsky­
is t”  heresy? Because the new tu rn  of 
S ta lin  does no t flow  a t a l l from  the de­
velopment o f soc ia lis t construction, but 
from  the acute con trad ic tion  between the 
erroneous course o f the bureaucracy and 
the v ita l needs o f economy.

Piece w o rk  wages are not in  p r in c i­
pled con trad ic tion  w ith  the conditions of 
trans ition a l Soviet econom y; i t  would 
be stup id doctrina rism  to oppose them. 
B u t the ab rup t tu rn  tow ards piece w ork  
and the extreme accentuation o f the 
cap ita lis t features o f th is  system pre­
sent today, in  the summer o f 1931, at 
the end o f the th ird  year o f the F ive 
Year P lan a fte r the un in te rrup ted  suc­
cesses, a fte r we have “ entered in to  soc­
ia lism ” , one o f the harshest blows 
against the workers, from  the m a te ria l 
as w e ll as from  the m ora l po in t o f view. 
I t  is not su rp ris in g  th a t the weather­
cocks and the chameleons o f the press 
are obliged to denounce the elementary 
positions o f M arxism  in  the fie ld  of 
wages in  order to cover up, be i f  but 
fo r  a day, the b low  dealt to illus ions.

*  *  *  *

T ha t the old  method o f wages was 
bad fro m  every po in t o f view, has been 
obvious to us fo r  a long tim e. One can­
no t w o rk  ou t a ra tiona l, liv in g  and pro­
gressive system o f wages w ith o u t the 
co llabora tion o f the masses themselves. 
The trade un ion bureaucracy is no bet­
te r than any o ther bureaucracy. Collec­
tive  contracts and wage scales are ela­
borated in  the offices and imposed upon 
the w orkers lik e  a i l the other decisions 
o f the in fa llib le  center. W ithou t the re­
b ir th  o f w orkers ’ democracy, a correct 
po licy o f wages is absolutely unrea liza­
ble. “ Collective contracts,”  says the 
P la tfo rm  o f the Russian Opposition, 
“ m ust be submitted to a genuine and 
no t a fic titious  discussion a t the w o rk­
ers’ meetings. The w o rk  o f the trade 
unions m ust he determ ined above a ll by 
the defense o f the economic and the cu l­
tu ra l in terests o f the workers w ith in  the 
fram ew ork o f the given economic possi­

b ilitie s . The trade unions m ust fu lf i l l  
the ir functions on the basis o f genuine 
election, subm itting  everyth ing to the 
con tro l o f the trade un ion members 
g iv ing  accountings, hearing the respon­
s ib ility  a t every degree of the h ie ra rch­
ica l scale. An a rtic le  m ust he inserted 
in to  the Penal Code punishing as an 
offense against the state any persecution, 
d irec t o r ind irec t, open o r concealed, of 
a w o rke r fo r his c ritic ism , fo r  his in ­
dependent proposals, fo r  a vote.”  How  
vengeful are these words to d a y !

* * * *
B u t the sharpness o f the present tu rn  

towards piece w o rk  is the resu lt no t o f 
a system of wages, bu t of a more p ro­
found reason o f the lack o f m a te ria l 
w ealth to sa tis fy  the needs o f the 
w orkers. The w rong  method o f the 
plan the in co rrec t ad justm ent in  the 
course of its  rea liza tion , the absence of 
genuine con tro l of the masses, the ab­
sence o f the party , the struggle fo r  ab­
s trac t figures o f the  plan in  the name o f 
prestige, the ad m in is tra tive  command­
ment under the lash, braggadacio, blus­
tering, the s tiflin g  o f c r it ic is m — a ll these 
combined have led to  a false d is tr ib u ­
tion  o f the forces and the means and 
has created— in  view  o f the extrem ely 
rap id  grow th o f the num ber o f workers 
— the in to le rab le  con tracting  o f the rea l 
wage funds. T h a t is  w hy the w orkers 
do not feel a t ease. T ha t is why they 
run  fro m  one fac to ry  to the other. The 
excessive pressure on the one hand and 
the degeneration o f the trade unions on 
the other, have provoked the anarchic 
reaction ca lled the fluc tua tion  o f labor 
forces. S ta lin  has shown us the enor­
mous extent o f th is  reaction. “ You w i l l  
find few  enterprises” , he says, “ where 
the personnel is no t renewed every h a lf 
a year, and even every qu a rte r by at 
least th ir ty  to  fo r ty  percent.”  There is 
the th rea ten ing extent a tta ined by the 
disease w h ich  the bureaucracy has sought 
to b ring  to an end. The s h ift in g  fro m  
one fac to ry  to  another, from  one town 
to another, means moreover the enormous 
waste of productive forces, the needless 
loss o f tim e fo r the sh ift in g  its e lf as 
w e ll as fo r  the adaptation to the new 
w o rk ing  conditions. T h a t is the p r in c i­
pa l reason fo r  the fa l l  in  re turns and 
the increase in  the net costs. B u t the 
greatest danger o f the fluc tu a tion  •— in  
the hunt fo r  fo r tu n e !— consists o f the 
m ora l wear and tea r on the p ro le ta ria t.

The mere aggravation of piece w o rk  
settles nothing. I t  can on ly  create a 
s tra tum  o f more favored w orkers. The 
tendency tow ard crea ting  a labo r bu r­
eaucracy in  the factories could no t cor­
respond better to the procedure o f the 
S ta lin is t bureaucracy. F rom  th is  angle, 
piece w o rk  is a pu re ly  po litica l means. 
As a panacea, i t  completes the evolution 
of S talin ism . The tra d it io n  o f Bolshev­
ism is a tra d itio n  o f struggle against the 
a ris to c ra tic  castes w ith in  the w ork ing  
class. On th is  basis is erected the s truc ­
ture o f the d ic ta to rsh ip  o f the p ro le ta r­
ia t. The program  -the S ta lin is t bu r­
eaucracy leads i t  inexo rab ly  to  the nec­
essity o f supporting  its e lf upon the ever 
more priv ileged labor aristocracy. Here 
lies hidden the im m ediate p o lit ic a l dan­
ger fo r  the d ic ta to rsh ip  o f the p ro le ta r­
ia t !
A PERSONAL REVELATIO N

The new po licy  is decreed in  the same 
way as the old p o lic y : as a personal re ­
velation. S ta lin  in fo rm s ns th a t the un­
in te rrup ted  w o rk ing  week was introduced 
“ too p rec ip ita te ly  and w ith o u t the pre­
pa ra tion  o f appropria te measures” . W hat 
were the results? S ta lin  is  compelled 
to po in t them o u t: “ lack o f a s p ir it  o f 
accoun tab ility  fo r  the w ork , neglected 
maintenance o f machinery, considerable 
accidents to the machines and absence 
o f s tim u la tio n  fo r  ra is ing  the produc­
t iv i t y ” . S ta lin  generalizes i t  a l l  in  a 
single phrase: “ Nobody is  accountable 
fo r anyth ing” . A  te rr if ic  avowal, o r ra ­
the r a disavowal o f his own policy. 
“ Nobody is accountable fo r  any th ing ” — 
th a t always happens when a single in- 
d ivdua l wants to  be accountable fo r  ev­
erybody.

The un in te rrup ted  week was in tro ­
duced too p rec ip ita te ly . B u t who in tro ­
duced it?  The General Secretary. Was 
the in te rrup ted  week discussed among the 
w ork ing  masses before its  in troduction?  
Not a t a ll. E very th ing  was prepared 
secretly. The masses accepted the un­
in te rrup ted  week “ w ith  enthusiasm” , ac­
cording to  the offic ia l communications. 
And are th ings happening d iffe re n tly  
now? Jus t yesterday, a l l these calam ­
ities o f w h ich  S ta lin  speaks today were 
not dealt w ith  a t a l l in  the press. We 
have already said and w ritte n  more than 
once tha t among the S ta lin is t bureau­
cracy everyth ing proceeds m arve llously 
five m inutes before everyth ing begins to 
proceed very badly. In  enum erating the 
disastrous resu lts o f the bureaucra tic  un­
in te rrup ted  week S ta lin  touches in  pass­
ing upon the most t ic k lis h  and the m ost 
dangerous question. I t  is beyond doubt 
—he says— th a t o u r d irectors understand 
a ll th is  very w e ll. B u t they ho ld  th e ir  
tongues. W hy? F rom  a ll evidence, be­
cause they are a fra id  o f the tru th . B u t 
since when have Bolsheviks begun to 
fear the tru th ? ”  Since the S ta lin is t ap­
paratus, by its  cretin ism , by its  lack of 
ideas and princip les, stifled the Bolshe- 
v ik -L e n in is t faction. P recisely since 
th a t m om ent! The d irectors, according 
to S talin, “ fear the tru th .”  W hat a per­
fidious fo rm u la ! I t  is no t the tru th  they 
fe a r; they are a fra id  o f fa ll in g  v ic tim  
fo r  the tru th  because Rakovsky, Sosnov- 
s k y , M ura lov, E lts in , Gruenstein, Kas­
parova, Kossior and together w ith  them, 
hundreds and thousands o f the best B o l­
sheviks— the very ones who do no t fear

the tru th  and know how to defend i t — 
populate the prisons o f S ta lin  and the 
places of deporta tion and exile. There 
lies the knot o f the problem o f the party .

A fte r  having crushed the L e ft Opposi­
tion , the S ta lin is t bureaucracy has stifled 
the pa rty . I t  no longer exists, th is  an i­
mated, sensitive, supple and flex ib le  o r­
ganization w h ich lived  the life  of the 
masses, w h ich saw a ll, w h ich  critic ized  
wh ich generalized, w h ich  signaled the 
dangers in  tim e and co llec tive ly  e labor­
ated the new roads. “ Now tha t the Centr­
is t bureaucracy has strang led the p a rty ,”  
says the d ra ft p la tfo rm  of the In te rn a ­
tio n a l L e ft Opposition, “ tha t is, has re­
m ained w ith o u t eyes and ears, i t  moved 
along grop ing ly  and determ ines its  path 
under the d irec t pushes of the classes, 
osc illa ting  between opportunism  and ad­
ven tu rism .”  Even more w ith in  the ap­
paratus its e lf,  the fea r of the low er func­
tion a ry  fo r  the superior fun c tiona ry  has 
reached such a po in t tha t nobody dares 
any longer to look fac ts  in  the face and 
to po in t them out to the superiors. A t 
the low er rungs, they acquiesce in every­
th ing  asked o f them  a t the h igher rungs 
and the la tte r regard i t  as the voice of 
the ranks themselves. In  order to w ork 
out the measures fo r app ly ing  the new 
policy, the Plenum of the Centra l C ontro l 
Commission lias been convoked. They 
seek to give th is  event an exceptional 
significance, fo r  th is  tim e no t on ly the 
members o f the C. C. C. are called, but 
also the representatives of the reg ional 
organs and o f a series o f rank and file  
organizations. In  o ther words, t lie  sup­
e rio r functionaries ca ll to  t lie ir  aid the 
in fe rio rs . Both are designated from  
above. B oth  are un ited by subord ination 
and m utua l respons ib ility . And th is  
council o f functiona ries  is represented 
as the supreme expression o f dem ocracy! 

* * * *
Does not the new ab rup t tu rn  ju s t ify  

the convocation o f an ex trao rd ina ry  con­
gress o f the  pa rty?  B u t t lie  regime o f 
personal re fla tio n s  (each tim e  a fte r a 
delay o f a few  years) does not to lerate 
the regime o f pa rty  democracy, no r the 
existence o f the pa rty  itse lf. Then are 
the “ Bolsheviks re a lly  a fra id  o f the 
tru th ? ”  The name of the Bolshevik who 
today m ost fears the tru th  is S ta lin . 
O therwise he would not fea r to consult 
the congress, tha t is the party , in  th is  
new ab rup t tu rn  in  po licy.

In  recent months, we have received a 
num ber o f le tte rs  w h ich re late conversa­
tions which our correspondents have had 
w ith  pa rty  bureaucrats at various de­
grees o f ossification. They are fo r  the 
most pa rt te r r ib ly  frigh tened  people. 
They see and understand a great deal, bu t 
th e ir  w i l l  is  broken. T h e ir philosophy 
is the philosophy of adaptation. Here- 
is w hat they say most fre q u e n tly : “ You 
speak o f the p a rty  regime. T o  be sure, 
i t  is  very heavy. Everybody feels it. 
B u t you m ust know th a t i t  cannot be 
otherw ise. W ithou t an iro n  hand we 
w ould not overcome the d ifficu lties. Your 
c ritic ism  of S ta lin ’s m istakes is r ig h t on 
the whole, and the events have confirmed 
it .  We have no illus ions about S talin. 
O f course, he w i l l  never set the Thames 
on f i r e : fro m  the in te lle c tua l po in t of 
view, he is a mediocre man, w ith  an in ­
adequate theoretica l p repara tion  w ith o u t 
broad perspectives. We frequen tly  fee l 
these defects on our own hacks. B u t he 
has indispensable positive q u a lit ie s : f irm ­
ness, tenacity, perservance. Besides, he 
is en tire ly  bound up w ith  the apparatus. 
And whatever you may say, the appar­
atus now is everyth ing.”  Thus speak 
many bureaucrats. I t  seems to them 
th a t the s t if lin g  o f the party , pa in fu l 
though i t  is, is  ju s tified  by the cireum  
stances and la te r . . .  oh w e ll!  la te r 
socialism  w i l l  come and w i l l  change ev­
eryth ing .

Here lies the fundam ental m istake. 
Socialism  is no ready-made system w hich 
can spring f u l l  panoplied from  a head, 
even the most g ifted  one. T lie  task of 
the r ig h tfu l d iv is ion  o f the forces and 
means o f production can on ly  be solved 
by means of constant c ritic ism , by v e r i­
fication by the ideological struggle of the 
various groupings w ith in  the p ro le ta ria t. 
I f  we re ject fo rm a l democracy which, 
in  the fram ew ork o f  cap ita lism , means 
to  hand over the keys to the enemy arm ­
ed to the teeth, we affirm , on the other 
hand, th a t w ith o u t class democracy we 
w i l l  no t on ly  no t succeed in  bu ild ing  
socialism  bu t we w i l l  not even m a in ta in  
the d ic ta to rsh ip  o f the p ro le ta ria t. 
S ta lin ’s zig-zags cost more dearly every 
tim e. O nly fools and b lind  men can be­
lieve th a t socialism  can he vouchsafed 
from  above, th a t i t  can he introduced by 
the bureaucra tic  way. Louder than ever 
before, we w arn the advanced workers 
o f the U. S. S. R. and o f the whole w o r ld : 
The new zig-zag o f S talin, regardless of 
the m anner in  w h ich i t  w i l l  develop in  
the next period w i l l  lead inev itab ly  to 
new and s t i l l  sharper contrad ictions at 
the next stage. We must bed in w ith  
the re v iva l o f p ro le ta rian  democracy. 
T ha t is now the decisive lin k  in  the 
whole chain. The problems of economy 
m ust be pu t fo r discussion in  th e ir  fu l l  
scope before the p a rty  and the trade 
unions. F o r th is  i t  is necessary th a t th e 
Bolsheviks cease to fea r to speak the 
tru th . T h is  can be atta ined on ly  by re­
m oving the chains from  those who fought 
and s t i l l  figh t fo r  the r ig h t to  speak 
the tru th . The L e ft O pposition (B o l- 
shevik-Lenin is ts) m ust be re-adm itted in ­
to  the pa rty . A  discussion m ust be 
opened on the fundam ental questions of 
economic and po litics. A  new p a rty  con­
gress m ust be prepared upon the basis 
of p a rty  dem ocracy!

— L. TRO TSKY. 
K ad ikoy, J u ly  15, 1931

— J. P. C.

Miners' Strike Is Called O ff


