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The W age-Cut Offensive
Towards Sharp W orking Class Struggles of Resistance

♦  ♦  ♦

Am erican cap ita lism  is now embark­
in g  more de fin ite ly  upon its  long cher­
ished aim  o f reducing the w o rk ing  class 
standard. I t  is  seeking thereby to  s h ift  
the burden o f its  economic d ifficu lties  
fu r th e r  onto the backs o f the workers.
A t the very inception o f the present 
cris is  t ile  signal was given in  the de­
mand o f the most pow erfu l banking in - 
s tiu tions  fo r  a low er cost o f p roduction  
— a demand grow ing in  volume u n t i l  now 
wage cuts fo llo w  a l l along the line.

No m a tte r how great o r how slender 
th e ir  prospects fo r  rev iva l, to the cap i­
ta lis t ru le rs  there is ha rd ly  any doubt 
that, the commencement m ust o f neces­
s ity  im p ly  a measure o f s tab iliza tion  on 
a low er level than h ithe rto . A  g rea tly  
contracted m arket and an enormous cap­
ac ity  o f p roduction  makes th a t course 
com pulsory. The low er level sought is 
f irs t  o f a l l to  be applied to the w o rk ­
ing  class. W h ile  sought as a way ou t o f 
the present crisis, i t  w i l l  no t a t a ll 
serve to d im in ish  the con trad ic tions o f 
cap ita lism . On the con tra ry , i t  in  
creases the antagonisms o f present class 
re la tions.

The increasing class antagonisms can 
be expected to be expressed in  sharp­
ened struggles on a scale w h ich  has 
no t yet been witnessed in  the U n ited 
States. As a f irs t  sign, there has a l­
ready been a considerable increase in  
the num ber o f s trikes and conflic ts du r 
in g  the f irs t  h a lf o f 1931 as compared 
to the s ix  m onths previous.

A ny actua l beginings o f rev iva l could 
not seriously a lte r  these perspectives as 
i t  w ou ld  f irs t o f a l l invo lve  an increase 
o f the burden upon the w o rke rs ’ backs.

The concrete illu s tra tio n s  are a lready 
a t hand in  the present wage-cut d rive . 
The m ost serious aspect o f th is  d rive  is 
in  the fac t th a t i t  is g ra v ita tin g  towards 
the basic and im p o rtan t industries. No 
one w i l l  believe th a t the w orkers em­
ployed by the U. S. Steel C orpora tion  
have escaped wage cuts. The board of 
d irec to rs ’ meeting held recently  evi­
den tly  realized th a t i t  w ou ld  no t be so 
good to  adm in is ter a wage-cut d ram atic­
a l ly  ju s t a t the moment, when much ado 
was made about the Hoover adm in is tra ­
t io n  “opposing”  wage-cuts. I t  w ou ld  
perhaps too seriously com prom ise the ad­
m in is tra tion . B u t the actua l cu t is  mere­
ly  postponed fo r  the moment and w i l l  
soon be pu t over more qu ie tly . The 
coal m iners th roughout the coun try  have 
a lready suffered a d rastic  de te rio ra tion  
o f th e ir  conditions both by d irec t wage- 
cuts, decrease o f tonnage rate, mechan­
ization, speed-up and the ravages o f an 
employment. Added to th a t comes the 
announcement o f the R ockefe ller in te r­
ests o f 20 percent wage cu t to  be ap­
p lied  a t its  Colorado mines.

On the ra ilroads, continued im prove­
ments o f heavier equipments and mach­
ine ry  have a lready e lim ina ted  several 
hundred thousand jobs w h ile  increasing 
the hau ling  capacity. D u rin g  the per 
iod o f 1920-1929, 370,000 men thus lost 
th e ir  jobs. T h is  year an add itiona l 300 
000 are unemployed. ¡W ith such econom­
ies the owners, representing an alleged 
$5,000,000,000 investm ent c la im ing in ­
sufficient “ earnings”  and have appealed 
to  the In te rs ta te  Commerce Commission 
fo r  the r ig h t  to  levy a 15 per cent in ­
crease on a ll fre ig h t rates. I t  is s ig n i­
fican t however, th a t du rin g  the la test 
years these rates have tended to decrease 
in  face o f the increased com petition o f 
tru c k  hauling . I f  the r ig h t to  apply th is  
increase is granted, i t  ev iden tly  cannot 
be applied because of th is  grow ing com­
pe tition . I t  becomes clear, then, th a t i t  
is  in  re a lity  a p repa ra tion  fo r  a wage 
cut. W hether the app lica tion  is denied 
o r proved inapplicab le, in  e ith e r case i t  
w i l l  be used as a basis fo r  the demand 
fo r  a wage-cut.

Aeording to reports subm itted by em­
ployers to the I I .  S. Bureau o f Labor 
S tatistics, 210 establishm ents cut wages 
in  June in vo lv ing  25,045 w orkers w ith  
an average cu t o f 10.8 percent. F ive 
p lants rei>orted wage increases affecting 
182 workers. Inadequate as these re ­
ports  are, they nevertheless help to 
b ring  out the general trend. Add to 
th is  the estim ate made by the A . F . of 
Li., f u l ly  as inadequate and extrem ely 
conservative, and i t  w i l l  he lp to make 
the p ic tu re  clear. The A. F. o f
L . estimates th a t “ i f  w orkers ’ in ­
comes continue fo r  the f u l l  year o f 1931 
a t about the same -level as the f irs t 
ha lf, they w i l l  lose $10,500 000,000 fro m  
the 1929 leve l.”

The employers a ttitud e  tow a rd  the 
unions in  tw o  instances o f the present 
wage cu t d rive  deserve p a rtic u la r a t­
ten tion. On Ju ly  12, the New Y o rk  B.
M. T . announced a  new “ agreement”  
w ith  its  10 000 employees on the basis 
o f a cut o f 50 percent in  the 2-cent-an- 
hour bonus paid fo r  sa tis fac to ry  w ork. 
I t  adds, “ the motormen, being members 
of a union, are no t affected by  th is  
agreement” . T h is  shows both the ad­
vantage o f union organ ization as w e ll 
as the fac t th a t the B. M. T . is  no t yet 
ready to  fo rce  the issue w ith  a un ion. 
On the o ther hand there  is the instance 
from  the coal m iners present s itua tion . 
In  Pennsylvania, d u rin g  the  present

s tr ike , e fforts  were made by the P itts ­
burgh T e rm ina l Coal company in  p a r ti­
c u la r to revive and p u t new li fe  in to  
the  dead body o f the U. M. W. to offset 
the g row th  o f the N a tiona l M iners U n­
ion. The s tr ike  now appears to  be on 
the decline and ev idently  the operators 
are somewhat ge tting  over th e ir  fear 
o f the m ilita n t union fo r a t the p ro­
posed Hoover conference on coal, the 
operators refused to s it  jo in t ly  w ith  the 
Lew is forces

B u t i t  should no t be fo rgo tten  fo r  one 
moment tha t, fo r  example, the coal op 
o ra to rs ’ igno ring  o f a l l the unions in 
the fie ld  and con tinu ing th e ir  b ru ta l as 
saults upon the w orkers ’ standard, is 
due in  a measure to  the fa ilu re  o f the 
C entris t p a rty  leadership to u tiliz e  the 
rea l oppo rtun ity  w h ich  were and s t i l l  
are av ilab le  fo r  a figh ting  un ited  fro n t. 
L e t the N a tiona l M iners Un ion take 
the steps fo r  a genuine un ited  fro n t of 
the various sectional organizations 
w h ich ave s p lit  away fro m  the decrepit 
U. M. W . and i t  w i l l  ce rta in ly  m ark  
the f irs t  serious hu rd le  in  the way o f 
the c a p ita lis t offensive. T h a t is also 
the way to deal w ith  the re form ists  and 
pseudo-progressives who in  re a lity  are 
on ly fo r  the k in d  o f “ hurd les”  w h ich  
do not. im p ly  s trugg le And the exam­
ple o f the coal m iners is only one out 
o f many.

Wage-cuts h it  the workers in  the 
most d irec t sense and become an im por­
ta n t lever to help set them in to  m otion 
against th e ir  class enemy. Regardless 
o f a l l the serv ile  and treasonable efforts 
o f the cap ita lis t labor agents to prevent 
th e ir resistance the w orkers w i l l  move 
nevertheless, compelled by these c ircum ­
stances. I t  w i l l  increase the abyss be­
tween the needs o f the masses and the 
h igh pa id gentry  now in  leadership o f 
the ex is ting  m a jo r unions. New pro­
gressive currents w i l l  spring up w ith in  
them- and the opportun ities fo r  w ork ing  
class organization w i l l  advance also in  
the unorganized industries.

Even an upw ard con juncture  o f A m ­
erican ca p ita lis t economy w i l l  fu l ly  em­
body such prospects. I t  w i l l  mean a 
rea l oppo rtun ity  fo r  Com m unist leader­
ship. B u t the one essential step in  the 
present s itua tion , tow ard establishing 
i t  is a correct po licy o f w e ld ing the 
figh ting  ranks in to  a un ited  fro n t.

— A. S.

Trotsky Greets W eekly Militant
N ationa l Committee of che CommunistLeague o f Am erica (O pposition)
Dear Com rades:

O ur l i t t le  group in  K ad ikoy was very  happy to receive our o ld  friend, 
the M il ita n t ,  in  a new form . Le t us hope th a t the paper, w ith  its  regular 
w eekly appearance w i l l  now exercize not on ly  a doubled but a ten fo ld  in ­
fluence.

I  am sending you an a rtic le  on the la test tu rn  in  S ta lin is t policy. The 
w o rld  cap ita lis t press v io len tly  exaggerated the significance o f th is  tu rn  from  
its  standpoint, but from  ou r standpoint, its  significance cannot be estim ated too 
h igh ly . We are approaching a c r it ic a l stage in  the U. S. S. R., w h ich  w i l l  
also have to have its  effects inside the p a rty  and inside the In te rn a tio n a l. 
The w o rld  cris is, the Spanish revo lu tion  the great events in  Germany—a ll 
these pu t vast tasks before the M ilita n t.  We are figh ting  fo r  genuine ly scienti­
fic ideas and prin icp les w ith  inadequate technica l, m a te ria l and personal 
means. B u t correct ideas always end by m aking ava ilab le  fo r  themselves tiie  
corresponding means and forces. W ith  best Commnuist greetings

Yours,
Kadikoy, Ju ly  19, 1931 L. TRO TSKY.

t h e  M a s s a c r e

Chicago Opposition Condemns Murders 
of Negro Workers

CHICAGO.—
Im m ediate ly fo llo w in g  the cold-blood­

ed massacre by Chicago police o f the 
Negro workers gathered on the South 
Side o f the c ity  to prevent the eviction 
o f a 72-year o ld  Negro woman, the 
Chicago branch o f the Com m unist League 
o f Am erica (O pposition) issued a leaflet 
condemning the police m urder and c a ll­
ing upon the workers fo r a un ited pro­
test. The leafle t reads as fo llo w s :

On August 3, unemployed workers 
under the leadership o f the Unemploy­
m ent Council, attem pted to stop the evic­
tion  o f a 72-year old Negro lady. They 
were met by squads of arm ed police— 
and three o f the Negro workers were 
b ru ta lly  murdered. Besides k il l in g  3 un 
employed workers, the Chicago police 
seriously wounded another, and arrested 
and clubbed scores o f others.

The bosses—and th e ir  paid flunkeys—  
have the blood o f these unemployed 
w orkers on th e ir  hands! The bosses 
and th e ir  system are responsible fo r  the 
m urders o f these three Negro w o rk e rs !

The bosses through M ayor Germak, 
have ca lled together th e ir  lesser flunkeys 
— Negro and w h ite  preachers, po litic ians, 
ed itors— to  increase th e ir e fforts  to break 
up the ever-grow ing unemployment move­
m ent by do ling cha rity  in  crumbs, by 
mass arrests o f w o rk ing  class leaders,

Wickersham’s Exposures
Capitalism's Agents Reveal a Few of Its Festering Sores

M ass A rrests
In S ilk Strike

Left W ing Makes a Half Turn to Unity

The W ickersham  commission appoint­
ed by president Hoover has made an­
o ther rep o rt pub lic— th is  tim e on the con­
d itio n  o f police ru le  throughout the coun­
try . D ra w n  up in  the most statesm anlike 
language, the report nevertheless gives 
a dam ning p o rtra y a l o f the corruption  
preva lent in  tha t a rm  o f cap ita lis t m a j­
esty w h ich is m ost d ire c tly  entrusted 
w ith  the preservation o f p rope rty  and 
its  “ r ig h ts ” . W hat is said is not p a r t i­
c u la r ly  new. E very ch ild  in  the street 
is w e ll acquainted w ith  the fac t tha t 
co rrup tion  bribery, degeneration and 
b ru ta lity  ru le  th f  roost in  the police de­
partm ents o f the country. Everybody 
knows th a t the “ th ird  degree”  barbar­
ism is practised in  v ir tu a lly  every police 
sta tion  in  the U n ited States— p a rtic u la r­
ly  against the w o rke r who cannot— like  
malfeasants in  office o r high-caste gang­
sters and gunmen— h ire  an expensive 
law yer, and m ore p a rtic u la r ly  against 
the rad ica l w orker who consciously d ir ­
ects h is effects towards the im provem ent 
o f the lo t o f his class.

Nor is the labor movement presented 
w ith  anyth ing  new in  the previous re ­
ports o f the commission. Nor, fu rthe r, 
should i t  be overcome w ith  any g ra titude 
to these “ public men”  who have revealed 
superfic ia lly  some o f the festering sores 
o f the cap ita lis t society w h ich nurtures 
even th e ir  exposers. The commission is 
not opposed to  the deporta tion o f 
“ alien'd” . Et is so le ly  concerned W ith  
e lim in a tin g  the b ru ta l “ features”  o f the 
deportations— the breaking up o f fam­
ilies a rb itra r ily ,  the fram e-ups tha t are 
too obvious the arrests in  the da rk  of

the moon, the deporta tion camps tha t 
have been established in  a l l but name.

There is even less need fo r  illus ions 
about the concern the commission shows 
over the M ooney-B illings case. To them 
— confronted w ith  the angry protests of 
hundreds o f thousands o f w orkers fo r 
years— i t  is  on ly  a question o f m a in ta in ­
ing the prestige o f a cyn ica lly  revealed 
cap ita lis t class jus tice . The Mooney 
case is fo r  them  a “ v io la tio n ”  of justice. 
To the conscious workers, i t  is  the log­
ica l outcome o f cap ita lis t class persecu­
tion . Mooney and B illin g s  w i l l  not come 
ou t o f the liv in g  tomb because Messrs 
W ickersham  and Co. are “ shocked” . 
They w i l l  be released when the workers 
in  th e ir  un ited  strength compel the ja i l ­
ors to open the prison gates. The de­
portees w i l l  no t be turned away from  the 
class to w h ich  they belong, fro m  the 
labo r unions and revo lu tiona ry  organiza­
tions to  w h ich  they are devoted, ju s t 
because W ickersham  th in ks  th a t the pro­
cedure should no t be so “ raw ” . The de­
po rta tion  scandals o f Hoover, Doak and 
Co. w i l l  be brought to an end when the 
workers realize th a t i t  is  one fo rm  of 
the attack upon th e ir whole class which 
must be resisted un ited ly . The savagery 
of the police w i l l  not be ended by a 
bourgeois exposure. We have had these 
revelations fro m  s im ila r sources from  
tim e  im m em oria l. They are a period­
ica l sop to a w o rk ing  class tha t is be­
com ing restless and discontented and 
requires another p roo f o f the remedi- 
n b ility  of cap ita lis t decadence. B u t a f­
te r each reve la tion, conditions become

and by police te rro r. F o r example, 
M ayor Cermak orders evictions stopped 
ped in  the Negro sections fo r “ a short 
tim e ”  t i l l  “ the r io ts ”  calm down. We 
workers m ust answer by fo rc in g  the 
land lords and th e ir  c ity  officials to stop 
A L L  evictions in  A L L  w o rk ing  class 
neighborhoods! The bosses and th e ir  
flunkeys are also organizing cha rity  
campaigns to give “ bread crum b”  re lie f 
to “ w o rth y ”  fam ilies . We m ust expose 
th is  fake cha rity  and figh t fo r im m ediate 
unemployment insurance fo r  a l l unem­
ployed w o rke rs !

T h ird ly , and most im portan t, the 
bosses are increasing th e ir  drive against 
a l l m ilita n t workers, p a rtic u la r ly  against 
the Communists, because the Commun­
ists are the leaders in  the w o rk ing  class 
struggles. The bosses are try in g  to bu ild  
a smoke screen o f a “ Red scare”  in  
order to d ive rt a tten tion  away from  the 
evictions, s tarva tion , increased m isery 
wage cuts, rac ia l d isc rim ina tions  and 
police attacks upon our class. Expose 
th is  smoke screen! Answ er the attacks 
o f the bosses w ith  greater un ity , more 
so lida rity , and bigger organized s trug  
gles against unem ploym ent and wage 
c u ts !

The Communist p a rty  m ust im m edi­
ate ly  ca ll a genuine un ited fro n t con­
ference to m obilize a mass movement of 
a l l workers against the bosses’ offensive 
and to increase the struggle against un­
employment.

Down w ith  the Red scare ! Defend 
the w orkers ’ r ig h t to  free speech and 
free assemblage!

P rotest against the m urder o f the three 
unemployed. Demand the im m ediate re­
lease of the 22 arrested.

F ig h t fo r  the s ix-hour day and the 
five day week w ith  no redactions in  
pay. F ig h t fo r  im m ediate unem ploym ent 
insurance.

B u ild  block unem ploym ent councils o f 
employed and unemployed workers.

Demand long-term  cred its fo r  the Sov­
ie t Union from  the bosses in  order to 
give im m ediate w o rk  to tens o f thou­
sands o f Am erican w orkers and to help 
bu ild  the on ly w orkers ’ country— Soviet 
R uss ia !

Chicago B ranch Com m unist League 
o f Am erica (L e ft  O pposition).

Since the leafle t was issued, the pa rty  
press reports an im posing dem onstration 
of tens o f thousands o f Negro and w h ite  
workers a t the fun e ra l o f the m ilita n t 
Negroes m urdered by Chicago’s u n ifo rm ­
ed thugs.

tha t much worse. The end o f police 
b ru ta lity  can be produced on ly w ith  the 
end o f cap ita lis t b ru ta lity  and exp lo ita  
tion . The b ru ta lity  can be resisted—  
not w ith  reports  but w ith  the un ited 
f ro n t o f the w orkers, determ ined th a t 
they sha ll enjoy as many righ ts  o f dem­
ocra tic  procedure as they can e x to rt by 
th e ir strength from  the cap ita lis t d ic ­
tators.

The W ickersham reports are a sign of 
the tim es in  the sense stated above. The 
m aster class realizes the g row ing im  
patience o f the masses. i t  gives them 
the assurances o f “ im provem ents” — in  
the fo rm  o f promises, the food w ith  
w h ich they always feed the workers.

Confronted w ith  no serious break in  
the ranks o f the Paterson s ilk  s trike rs , 
the po lice agents of the bosses are pro­
ceeding to the a ttem pt a t breaking the 
backbone o f the movement by the policy 
o f mass arrests and the clubb ing of 
pickets. Last Tuesday alone brought 
about the a rrest o f f ifty -tw o  s trike rs . 
W hile  most of the pickets were seized 
by the police in  fro n t o f a Paterson dye 
p lant, more than a dozen others were 
arrested a t the conclusion of a sharp 
encounter between the police and s tr ik ­
ers who attem pted to cross the c ity  line  
leading to C lifto n , neighboring upon 
Paterson where the s tr ike rs  are a t­
tem pting to get the support o f the many 
s ilk  w orkers employed. A t the c ity  line, 
the police th rew  a cordon across the 
street and fo r  hours kept a mass of 
s tr ike rs  fro m  passing through. However, 
the’' m ilita n cy  o f the workers fin a lly  pre­
vailed and despite police efforts, a num ­
ber o f them  succeeded in  breaking 
through the cordon of police. The la t­
te r thereupon pursued the pickets and 
succeeded in  a rres ting  fifteen of them..

S ign ificant in  the whole incident, w h ich 
is but one o f many others of a s im ila r 
k ind , is the fa c t th a t according to  the 
reports the workers are members o f the 
amalgamated A. F . o f L. locals. The 
m ilitancy  o f these workers, despite the 
ta c t th a t they are no t a ffilia ted  to thq 
L e ft  w ing union leaves no room fo r  
doubt tha t the basis fo r a pow erfu l un 
ity  movement o f the two contesting sides 
in  the w orkers ’ h a lf of the s trike , not 
on ly  exists bu t can be strengthened w ith  
the most effective results fo r the s trike .

The p rin c ip a l b a rr ie r in  the road of 
the s tr ik e ’s develoximent rem ains, as be­
fore, the fa c t th a t in  re a lity  tw o sep­
ara te strikes are being conducted in  
Paterson, w ith  two separate s tr ik e  com­
m ittees, p icket lines and unions. To 
overcome th is  extrem ely h a rm fu l s itua­
tion , fostered on the one hand by the 
M usteite-Lovestone leadership o f the A. 
F. o f L ., which is more concerned w ith  
a speedy settlem ent w ith  the bossss 
than w ith  the spreading o f the s trike  
on a broad scale, and on the o ther hand 
by the S ta lin is t leadership o f the Na­
tio n a l T e x tile  W orkers Union, which 
S tubborn ly puts its  sectarian interests 
against the general in terests o f the move­
ment— the M il ita n t lias from  the very 
beginning proxiosed a genuine united 
fron t.

The Daily W orker now reports tha t “ The 
United F ron t General S trike  Committee 
has decided upon a definite mode of p ro­
cedure to again attem pt to b ring  about 
un ity  w ith  the rank and file  o f workers 
who are s t i l l  under the dom ination o f 
the fake union. A  com m ittee o f fifteen  
was elected by the s trike  committee th is  
afternqon to present a program  o f u n ity  
to the rank and file  w orkers o f the As­
sociated— A. F. o f L., the ch ie f points of 
which are th a t a committee o f tw enty- 
five ran k  and file  shop w orkers from  
each union meet to discuss methods to 
obtain un ity , tha t the basis o f discussion 
sha ll be one un ited  s tr ike  committee, one 
un ited picket line  and a un ited fro n t 
shop committee in  each shop.”  (9-12-31.)

Such a m eeting is a step in  the r ig h t 
d irection on ly  i f  i t  is fo llowed by other 
fa r  more im portan t and effective steps. 
I f  th is  meeting of w orkers from  both 
unions is to be another o f the “ un ited 
fron ts  from  below”  made so “ famous”  
by the S ta lin is ts , then i t  is be tte r tha t 
i t  not be held. N inety-n ine tim es out o f 
a hundred such a procedure has only 
been a cheap sham, an excuse, a  cover 
under which the rea l un ited  fro n t is 
smothered. I t  is im pera tive ly  necessary 
to conduct the broadest ag ita tion  among 
the ranks, the numbers o f the A. F . o f 
L. unions. T ha t is the base o f the un i­
ted fro n t. B u t th is  rem ains hopelessly 
inadequate / if  these members are not 
given a program  o f action which they 
can develop to obtain the adherence to 
the un ited fro n t o f th e ir  organizations.

I t  is therefore necessary to take the 
next step iinm edately— precious, in va lu ­
able tim e  has been lost. The L e ft w ing 
m ust propose now— not a fte r the s trike , 
when i t  exercizes its  "se lf-c ritic ism ”  in  
the pa rty  press, tha t a jo in t conference 
o f the two unions be held at which m eth­
ods o f jo in t s tr ike  action and d irection 
sha ll be worked out. M ere ly to approach 
a few- isolated A. F. o f L. members to 
jo in  a un ited fro n t “ m eeting”  is not 
enough. I t  does not succeed in  pu tting  
the re fo rm is t leaders— from  M atthews to 
Muste and G itlow — to the w a ll w ith  the 
pointed demand tha t they jo in  in  un ited 
action. Unless th is  log ica l step is ta k ­
en, the present “ un ited fro n t tu rn ”  o f 
the L e ft w ing w i l l  disappear in to  the 
sand like  so many o f its  other trag ic  
farces o f the recent past.

A fter Prussian Elections
Stalinists Trail Behind Demagogues oi the Hitlerite Camp

The referendum  on the d isso lu tion of 
the Prussian D ie t in itia te d  by the German 
Fascists and behind which the German 
S ta lin is ts  drew  th e ir  fo llow ers  in  a m is­
erable and disastrous carica ture  o f a 
“ un ited f ro n t” , came to an end las t Sat­
urday, w ith  a vote a few  m illio n s  short 
o f the am ount necessary to accomplish 
the desired end. As a fa rc ica l a fterm ath , 
the bourgeois press here and the Fasc­
is t press in  Germany are engaging in  
m u tua l c ritic ism  w ith  the offic ia l S ta lin ­
is t press— each c la im ing  tha t the o ther 
“ sabotaged the unittMl fro n t”  and did  not 
tu rn  out in  f u l l  force on Sunday to ac­
complish the d isso lu tion  of (he D iet. The 
leadership in  these recrim ina tions is 
taken by the Rote Fahne, organ o f the 
German p a rty  and , . . Pravda, once 
Le n in ’s mouthpiece. The la tte r  is b it­
te r a t the Fascists fo r  having come to 
the  defense o f the D ie t by sabotaging 
the vote a t the last m inute.

The tru th  o f the m atte r even w ith o u t 
detailed reports fro m  Germany which

Alm ost 1,o o o  Pesetas A lready Sent fo r  the Spanish Opposition Press
As a resu lt o f a h ig h ly  successful pic­

nic las t Sunday held under the Auspices 
o f the New Y ork  branch of the League 
fo r  the benfit of our Spanish comrades, 
the fund we are ra is ing  to help the  Op­
position in  Spain to  issue its  w eekly o r­
gan took a sharp jum p upwards. A  
splendid s p ir it  p revailed among the com­
rades and sym pathizers a t the p icn ic  and 
fo llo w in g  a short ta lk  by comrade Swa- 
beck on the significance o f the Spanish 
events, a good collection was taken up. 
The to ta l income o f the p icn ic a fte r  a l l 
expenses are deducted, has come to 
$35.94.

As we go to press, ou r Chicago com­

rades in fo rm  us th a t they too are o r­
ganizing a p icnic fo r  the Spanish Op­
position, to be held on Sunday, August 
23, a t E ls ton  Forest Preserves (see 
o ther page fo r  ad ), a t which, in  add i­
tion  to other a ttrac tions an Iberian 
atmosphere w il be created by the cook­
ing and sale o f to r t illa s , hot ch ile  and 
tamales. A l l  the pro fits  of the p icn ic 
w i l l  go to  our Spanish comrades.

Not a l l the other branches are quite 
up to  snu ff in  th is  campaign, bu t we 
are expecting them  to  get in to  fu l l  sw ing 
in  short order. Toron to  reports a con­
tr ib u tio n  sho rtly , a goodly percentage o f 
w h ich is to  come fro m  donations made

by members o f the p a rty— a good sign 
w'hich should lead the comrades every­
where to make a s im ila r  attem pt.

A l l  to ld  now, more than eighty do lla rs 
has been collected in  the fund, which, 
a t the present ra te  o f exchange, comes 
to alm ost one thousand Spanish pesetas 
The money has already been sent to 
Spain and w i l l  continue to be forw arded 
as ra p id ly  as i t  is received a t our office. 
The need o f ou r Spanish comrades is 
very great. The s itua tion  offers magni­
ficent possib ilities fo r  the g row th  o f our 
movement. The A m erican m ilita n ts  m ust 
be at the very top o f the lis t— riv a lle d  
by nobody— in  the aid  they con tribu te  to

the m ilita n t revo lu tion is ts  who are lead­
ing the figh t in  Spain under our banner.

Since last week we have received the 
fo llow ing  con tribu tions  (un less o ther­
wise noted, donations are fro m  New 
Y o rk ) :

T o ta l la s t week: $22.70— James Cost­
e llo, Youngstown : $1.00— M. Meyer, Bos­
ton : $.25— M. Shapiro, B os to n : $.25— J. 
Levinburg, B oston: $.15— New Y ork  lis t  
No. 1 : $9.75— H a rry  M ilto n : $.10— Ju lio  
S .: $1.00— A. N a c io : $.50— M. M o rr is : 
$1.00—C a rl A n th ony : $2.00— 125th St. 
m eeting : $4.27— Bob:’ $1.00—New Y ork  
p icn ic : $35.94— I. D re ye r: $1.00— J. B er­
l in :  $1.00. T o ta l to date: $81.91.

we are aw aiting, is undoubtedly th a t 
the Communist workers and sympathizers 
took the whole m atte r w ith  more than 
a g ra in  of salt, i f  not w ith  actua l re ­
vu ls ion against the po licy o f the offic ia l 
pa rty  leaders. When the Fascists f irs t  
in itia te d  the referendum, m aking the 
m axim um  out o f the cap ita l demagogic­
a lly  created by them, the p a rty  ju s tly  
condemned the whole, a ffa ir  round ly  and 
revealed its  true  nature to the workers. 
The Rote Fahne could no t find  term s 
suffic iently harsh to designate the m an­
euver o f the po ten tia l German Musso- 
lin is . B u t w ith ou t much tim e having 
passed, the pa rty  made a complete tu rn  
about face and cap itu la ted before the 
na tiona lis t demagogy which they had at 
f irs t condemned. The expectations of 
the  Thaelm anns and Remmeles was to 
w in  the Fascist w orkers to the Com­
m un ist side by th is  perverted un ited 
fro n t. In  a c tu a lity  nothing o f the k ind  
occurred. On the  con tra ry, as has a l­
ready been shown by the events, the 
social dem ocratic workers were d riven  
away fro m  the Communists, against 
whom the socialist leadrs c leverly  ex­
p lo ited the “ u n ity  w ith  the Fascists” . 
The on ly “ positive”  resu lt of the cam­
paign has been th a t the p a rty  has won 
over a few  hardshell na tio n a lis t lead­
ers, generals, arm y officers and s im ila r 
r if f - ra ff  o f bourgeois society who an­
nounced th e ir  adherence lo  “ Commun­
ism ”  on the basis o f the fac t th a t the 
Com m unist p a rty  alone has not “ be tray­
ed the na tion ” , like  the notorious Fasc­
ist. L ieu tenant Scheringer, who is orien­
ta tin g  towards the Com m unist pa rty  on 
the basis o f the fac t th a t there are “ no 
Jews in  the  Centra l Committee o f the 
Communist p a rty ” .

Such a trend  o f events can on ly  sign­
ify  the gravest dangers fo r  German Com­
munism.
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Draft Thesis on the Y outh Question
1. C apita lism  draw s the you th  o f the 

p ro le ta rian  fam ilies  in to  the productive 
process. The cheapness of its  labor 
power! its  physical and in te lle c tu a l im ­
m a tu r ity , its  lack o f trade un ion organ i­
zation makes i t  p a r tic u la r ly  p ro fitab le  
objects fo r  exp lo ita tion . These same 
characteristics and the needs grow ing 
o u t o f them— need fo r  physica l and in ­
te llec tua l development, fo r  p lay, “ social 
l i fe ” —.were le ft  a lm ost w ho le ly  unsatis­
fied F rom  a position o f helpers and ap­
prentices the  you th  was absorbed ever 
more in to  the general industries and 
process o f cap ita lism .

These exceptional cond ition  o f exp lo i­
ta tio n  the development o f m ilita r is m  as 
a support o f the g row ing im peria lism , 
and the need fo r  the education o f the 
youth fo r  socialism' resulted in  the ea rly  
fo rm ation  o f young w o rke r and social­
is t youth organization.

2. The Y. O. 1. was founded in  Nov­
ember 1919 ou t o f a need fo r  an o rgan i­
zation w h ich  w ould a ttra c t the  w o rk ing  
youth towards Communism, w in , organ­
ize and- tra in  i t  fo r  the Com m unist p a rt­
ies. The need fo r a special o rgan iza tion  
is called fo r th  by the psychological pec­
u lia r itie s  o f youth— its  im m a tu r ity  and 
impulsiveness, its  special ac tiv ities— 
sports, “ soca l”  a ffa irs , and its  physica l 
and in te lle c tu a l requirem ents. These 
can be satisfied on ly  by p a rtic u la r m eth­
ods; ac tiv ities  and organization.

The Y. C. L.s are broad educational 
organizations o f youth. Com m unist tra in ­
ing and education requires the in tim ate  
lin k in g  up o f the theore tica l w ith  the 
practica l, the  study-group w ith  the fie ld  
o f the  class struggle. The Y. C. L . is  
in  the fo re fro n t o f the struggles o f the 
w lorking you th  leads and organizes i t  
fo r  im m ediate economic and c u ltu ra l 
needs and demands; struggles inside and 
outside the  arm ed forces against capi­
ta lis t  m ilita r is m ; develops its e lf in  the 
strugg le against the bourgeois and petty 
bourgeois (especially re fo rm is t) organ i­
zations and influence, as the  cu ltu ra l 
center and p o lit ic a l leader o f the youth.

The League w h ich  aspires to  be the 
leader o f a section o f the w o rk ing  class, 
the youth, is  p o lit ic a lly  subordinate to 
the Communist pa rty , the vanguard o f 
the p ro le ta ria t as a whole. The strategy 
and tac tics  o f the p a rty  are the strategy 
and tac tics  o f the  League. T h is  p o lit i­
cal subord ination is accompanied by the 
organ iza tiona l autonom y o f the League,
i. e., its  r ig h t to  elect its  own com m it­
tees and officers, and regulate the Lea­
gue’s in ne r po lic ies and life . P o lit ic a l 
subord ina tion  is  m ainta ined by a  capable 
p a rty  cadre inside the League, wh ich d ir ­
ects and leads it, exchange o f represen­
ta tives on committees, and a sound 
M arx ian  po licy in  the class struggle 
w h ich  the  Leaguers w i l l  rea d ily  fo llow . 
A  thorough discussion of the  p a rty  ques­
tions affecting the League should take 
place du ring  the la tte r ’s pre-convention 
discussion.

The restatement o f these elem entary 
and fundam enta l princip les o f the Com­
m unist youth, la id  down by the f irs t three 
congresses o f the Y. C. I.. is made im ­
perative by th e ir  revis ion, in  theory  and 
practise, by the present, leaders o f the 
C om intern and Y. C. I.

3. .L im ite d  experience w ith  Commun­
is t you th  w o rk  requires th a t youth tac­
tics, demands, slogans and special organ­
iza tiona l form s should be pu t fo rw a rd  
no t as dogmas o r finished products w h ich 
have un iversa l v a lid ity  but ra th e r w ith  
a v iew  o f testing them in  practise, ex­
am in ing  the resu lts, and thereby lay ing  
the ground fo r more effective tactics, 
slogans, etc. The C om intern under 
Z inoviev and la te r B ucharin  and S ta lin  
converted the  Y. C. L . ’s in to  fac tio na l 
pawns. Y ou th  polic ies were com pletely 
subord inated to the fac tiona l requ ire­
ments o f the moment.

YOUTH IN  AMERICA
4. Due to  the increased mechanization 

and ra tio n a liza tio n  in  Am erican indus­
t r y  since the las t w ar, youth labor is 
to be found in  every im portan t indus­
try  o f the country. Over one-fourth  of 
the w orkers in  the U. S. are under the 
age o f twenty-five— about tw elve m il­
lion . O f these, five  m ilio n  are between 
the ages o f 10 and 19. There are over 
one m illio n  ch ild ren  employed under the 
age o f 10, exclusive o f those under 10.

F o r the youth between the ages o f 18 
and 24 who are being draw n in  increas­
in g  numbers in to  the basic industries  o f 
the coun try  (coal, m eta l) doing (he 
same w o rk  as the unskilled  adu lt, in  
many cases getting the same pay and 
suffering fro m  the same oppressive con­
ditions, the special form s o f exp lo ita tion  
to  which the young w o rke r is subm it­
ted under the apprentice and helpers’ 
systems are substituted fo r by the great­
e r speed-up, and an increase in the in ­
tensity  o f exp lo ita tion . The youth in  
these industries  are being increasing ly 
absorbed in to  the unskilled p ro le ta ria t. 
T h is  strengthens the so lid a rity  between 
the adu lt and you th  (present coal s tr ike ) 
Special youth demands in  such cases, 
do not arise out o f the special economic 
position  o f the  young w orkers bu t ra ­
the r ou t o f th e ir  psychological and phy­
siological pecu lia rities  and requirements 
— th e ir im m a tu rity , need fo r  develop­
ment, etc.

In  those as w e ll as in  the lig h t in  
dustries (e lec trica l, rad io  e lectrica l parts 
production, foods, etc.) special a tten tion  
should be paid to  the you th  under the 
age o f 18. Special hours of w o rk , wages, 
conditions o f labor can be determ ined 
on ly  on the basis o f the p a rtic u la r in ­
dustry . A't the same tim e  the Y. C. L. 
should p u t fo rw a rd  demands w hich l in k  
up the struggles o f the you th  in  the 
shop factory, m ine and m il l  w ith  the 
figh t against the cap ita lis ts  as a class.

The o ffic ia l Y . C. L . today u tilizes  its  
slogans and demands on ly  on ho liday oc­
casions.

These demands should be pu t fo rw a rd  
in  the sense discussed in  section 3. A t  
present they can a t best be ag ita tiona l 
and propaganda demands. W hen the op­
p o rtu n ity  offers its e lf, e ithe r in  an in ­
dustry  o r in  the coun try  as a whole, 
they can be pu t fo rw a rd  as concrete im ­
m ediate slogans o f action.

The struggle fo r  the you th  demands 
should be accompanied by a comparison 
o f the conditions o f the young w o rke r 
under cap ita lism  and w hat i t  would be 
under a p ro le ta rian  ru le — as illu s tra te d  
by the Soviet U nion. The slogan fo r  an 
annual m onth vacation w ith  pay fo r 
youth under 23 can be made a pow erfu l 
weapon against the C itizens’ M il ita ry  
T ra in in g  Camps.

A t the same tim e a struggle fo r  the 
un ion iza tion  o f the you th  should be car­
ried  on. In  te x tile , coal, automobile,, 
rad io  etc., the you th  should be organ­
ized in to  the revo lu tiona ry  unions o r 
leagues. Special you th  form s o f organ­
iza tion  (committees o r sections) should 
develop specia l form s o f ac tiv ities  to  
a ttra c t and ho ld  the young workers. In  
industries where the A. F. o f L . has 
some cen tro l (m en’s c lo th ing, bu ild ing, 
hat m anufacturing , etc.) and la rge sec­
tions o f you th  are employed, they are 
alm ost com pletely barred fro m  the un- 
ionA W o rk  among them is extrem ely 
im portan t. I t  can be an aid in  the bu ild ­
in g  o f L e ft w ing  groups in  the unions. 
F u rthe r, the m ost persistent struggle 
m ust be ca rried  on to remove a ll d is ­
c r im in a to ry  ru les and practises in  a l l 
trade unions.
THE EFFECTS OF THE CRISIS

5. The w o rk ing  you th  is especially 
hard h i t  by the present economic crises. 
The m iserable wages previously received 
by the young w orkers made i t  impossi­
ble fo r  them  to  save any money. U n­
em ploym ent w h ich has resu lted fn  the 
th ro w in g  o f over tw o  m illio n  youth out 
o f industry , reduces them  to  poverty, in ­
creases th e ir  m isery. The conditions of 
the employed youth are being worsened 
by wage-cuts, and speed-up. The abs­
ence o f trade un ion p ro tection  o r social 
leg is la tion  makes th e ir  position ex­
trem e ly  d ifficu lt.

The c r is is  has the  effect o f d r iv in g  
mnny w o rk in g  class students out o f the 
schools. I t  helps sha tte r th e ir  illus ions  
about the s im p lic ity  o f ge tting  ou t o f 
th e ir  p ro le ta rian  condition.

The p lig h t of the young w orkers today 
is the best re fu ta tio n  o f the  much g lo r i­
fied Am erican democracy, “ fa ir  p lay ” , 
and “ equal oppo rtun ity  fo r  a l l"  w h ich 
the pow erfu l bourgeois agencies, schools 
press, church and youth organizations 
have hammered in to  th e ir  heads. The 
you th  are beginning to see th is . I t  fu r  
nishes the best ob jective conditions yet 
known in  th is  country fo r  the w inn ing  
o f large sections o f youth away from  
bouregois ideology, the  Y. M. C. A., the 
Y. W . H . A . the Boy Scouts, etc., and 
fo r  the Young Com m unist League. To 
accomplish th is  requires correct tactics 
in  the class struggle, re a lis tic  youth de 
■mauds and ac tiv ities , a courageous, cap­
able M a rx is t leadership in  the Y. C. L. 
THE AMERICAN LEAGUE

6. Even in  th is  period o f splendid 
opportun ities fo r  Communist you th  w ork, 
the A m erican League is no t on ly  a mere 
shadowT o f the p a rty  (c la im ing  2,000 
members) but has los t more than  f if ty  
percent o f its  membership since the last 
convention tw o years ago. The cris is  
w h ich has been g ripp ing  the in te rna tion ­
a l Com m unist and revo lu tiona ry  move­
m ent fo r  the last few  years is especially 
acute in  the Y. C. L . in  th is  country. 
The reign o f S ta lin ism  in  the C om inte rn 
its  fa lse stra tegy and tac tics  its  incom ­
petent leadership, in te rn a tio n a lly  as w e ll 
as na tiona lly , combined w ith  fa lse youth 
tactics, are responsible fo r  the present 
condition in  the A m erican Communist 
youth m ovem ent..

There is no t a single fie ld  o f  Its  actB * 
ities  in  w h ich the League can show 
substantia l accomplishments. No rea l 
educational a c tiv ity  is  ca rried  on inside 
the League; discussions on you th  tac­
tics, on trade un ion policies, etc., are 
a th in g  o f the d is ta n t past. The so- 
called leaders, appointed by the pa rty  
bureaucrats, are incompetents whose 
ch ie f t r a i t  is th e ir  subservience and 
obedience.

In  its  most im p o rta n t function, th a t 
o f educating the you th  fo r  Communism, 
the Y. C. L. has com pletely fa iled . Th is 
is best exem plified by the fa c t th a t the 
rap id and constant turnovers o f member­
ship in  its  ranks means, not th a t the 
pa rty  is re c ru it in g  fro m 1 the League, bu t 
ra the r th a t the  youth are tu rn in g  awray 
from  the revo lu tiona ry  movement. T h is  
is the m a jo r and most serious weakness 
o f the League.

The you th  leagues w h ich  in  the ea rly  
days o f the Com m unist movement were 
in  the fo re fro n t o f the s trugg le  against 
opportunism  in  the revo lu tiona ry  move­
ment are today blinded to  the g row ing 
dangers o f the  complete degeneration of 
the Communist pa rty . The rea l s trug­
gles and difficu lties o f the Russian Com 
m unists are unknow n to  th e m ; they are 
taught to pu t unquestioned fa ith  in  the 
statem ents and policies o f the leading 
faction  in  the C om intern and the Rus­
sian party .

In  a n ti-m ilita r is t w ork, the League, 
a lthough i t  has ca rried  on some w o rk  in  
the arm ed forces in  New Y ork , has been 
ex trem e ly  negligent. L i t t le  m ore than 
a few  cries about the  w a r danger in  the 
Young W orker have been the sum1 and 
substance o f the a n ti-m ilita r is t campaign. 
Even its  ow n members are no t taugh t 
the fundam entals o f Communist an tl-

i l i ta r is t  tactics.
The struggle against the withdrawal 

of the second class mailing privileges 
from the Young Worker was a complete 
failure. This was pre-determined by the 
weakness of the paper, it3 inability to 
reach large sections of youth, its almost 
worthless character as an educator and 
“collective organizer” of the young work­
ers and the complete abandonment of 
the united front by the League as a 
method of winning the youth.

The w o rk  o f the  League among the 
ch ildren is best judged by the resu lts ; 
a sharp decline in  the membership o f 
the Young Pioneers; a complete absence 
o f Com m unist ch ild  education In  its  
ranks.

In  the economic fie ld, the League has 
had exceptional poss ib ilities  fo r  growth. 
A n  overwhelm ing m a jo r ity  o f the youth 
are outside o f even the legal “ ju r is d ic ­
tion ”  o f the A. F. o f L. unions. In  the 
needle trades where m ost o f them  do 
a u x ilia ry  w ork , the so-called you th  sec­
tion  o f the In d u s tr ia l U n ion confines i t ­
se lf ' to  several open-air meetings in  the 
regu lar m arket, the d is tr ib u tio n  o f a 
few  leaflets fo r  several indoor meetings. 
No rea l o r consistent w o rk  in  the shop 
o r .fac to ry .

The present W est Pennsylvania and 
Ohio coal s tr ike  confronts a d iff ic u lt task 
in  the organ iza tion  o f the youth. W hile  
t ile  la tte r  is in  the fo re fro n t o f the 
struggles o f today they can be held a f­
te r  the s tr ik e  on ly  by concrete youth 
form s o f a c tiv ity  and organization. To­
wards th is  end, the Y. C. L. should im ­
m ediate ly commence organ iz ing u n its  o f 
its  organ ization th roughout the m in ing  
d is tric ts . These can serve as d irec ting  
groups and bases fo r  the fo rm a tio n  of 
youth sections o r committees o f the  Na­
tio n a l M iners ' Un ion and in  ra lly in g  
the young w orkers fo r  Communism. 
Y ou th  demands should no t be “ imposed”  
by the leadership upon the youth bu t 
ra the r arise out o f the  ranks o f the 
young m iners.
OPPONENT YOUTH 
ORGANIZATIONS

In  the U n ited States, the ideological 
con tro l o f the cap ita lis ts  over the young 
w orkers is m ainta ined and increased by 
a v ir tu a l ne tw ork o f you th  organizations. 
There is ha rd ly  an age or In terest of 
the you th  w h ich  Is  no t covered. The 
p ro le ta rian  ch ild ren, w h ile  being taught 
in  the schools to be good wage slaves, 
are attracted to  such groups as the Boy 
and G ir l Scouts where they are fu r th e r  
imbued w ith  a m il ita ry  and p a trio tic  
s p ir it. The one m illio n  ch ild re n  w ith in  
the ranks o f these tw o  organizations are 
developed in  the s p ir it  o f subservience 
and oi>edience.

The Y. M. C. A. w ith  its  over one and 
a quarte r m illio n  members, the  Y. W. 
H . A., s ix  hundred thousand strong, w ith  
th e ir  yea rly  budgets o f over s ix ty  and a 
h a lf m illio n  and th ir t y  m ilio n  do lla rs 
respectfu lly  are po w e rfu l in s titu tio n s  
fo r  ho ld ing back the you th  fro m  s trug ­
gle. The sports clubs and teams, o r­
ganized by the bosses in  departm ent 
stores, m ail-o rder houses, factories, the 
Am erican A th le tic  Union, w ith  its  tw o 
m illio n  members, as w e ll as the re lig ious 
you th  organizations w h ich  have m illio ns  
o f young w orkers in  th e ir  ranks are 
organized and supported fo r the same or 
s im ila r purposes.

The pe tty  bougeois organization« in  
th is  coun try  a re  a t present weak and 
un influencia l. However, w ith  the grow th 
o f youth m ilita n c y  and a c tiv ity , the pos 
s ib ilitie s  fo r  the  development o f such 
groups as the Young Peoples’ Socia list 
League a t p resnt having no m ore than 
one thousand members, may be realized. 
T h e ir ac tua l success w i l l  depend to 
some extent on the activ ities  o f the Young 
Com m unist League and its  a b ility  to 
e ffective ly  com bat the young socia list 
organization.

The g igan tic  ne tw ork  o f bourgeois 
youth organizations is re inforced by the 
m il ita ry  nnd sem i-m ilita ry  organizations 
in  the high schools and colleges ( fo r  
example, the Reserve Officers’ T ran ing  
Corps), the C itizens’ M il ita ry  T ra in in g  
Camps (38,000), the N a tiona l Guard 
(180,000) and the A rm y and Navy (120,- 
000 and 80,000 respectfu lly— exclusive ly 
o f officers). The strugg le fo r  the A m ­
erican youth means a fight_against these 
bourgeois youth and m il ita ry  organiza­
tions.

To date, the Y. C. L . has fa ile d  In 
such w ork. The Labor Sports Union, 
w h ich can serve as an effective a u x il i­
a ry  to the League, consists o f a hand fu l 
o f clubs com plete ly divorced from  the 
Am erican youth. Since the 1930 Plenum 
o f the Executive Committee o f the Young 
Com m unist In te rn a tio n a l, the Am erican 
League has attempted to  organize a 
series o f you th  aux ilia ries , the Young 
L ibe ra to r (young Negro o rgan iza tion ), 
the Young Defenders— youth  section o f 
In te rn a tio n a l Labor Defense, — Youth 
sections o f In te rn a tio n a l W orkers ’ O r­
der etc. The young w orkers a ttrac ted  to 
these organizations can easily be won d ir ­
ectly  fo r  the Y. C. L . The need fo r  these 
groups does no t exist. On the con tra ry, 
th e ir  fo rm a tion  has resu lted in  the  a l­
most complete s tr ipp in g  o f the League o f 
c u ltu ra l and sports activ ities. The re 
& u lt: The Y. C. L . deprives its e lf  o f 
the p o ss ib ility  o f becoming a mass you th  
o rgan iza tion ; i t  conducts a m in im um  o f 
educational and c u ltu ra l w o rk ; i t  com­
plete ly immerses its e lf  in  “ p ra c tica l”  
a c tiv ity , th a t is, a c tiv ity  w h ich  the p a rty  
breaucrats la y  down fo r them  accord­
ing  to  th e ir  fac tiona l requirem ents o f 
the moment.

A  thorough exam ination o f the  func 
tions o f You th  au x ilia ries , and the ac­
tu a l ac tiv ities  o f the  ex is ting  ones is 
needed. I f  th is  is not done, th is  im por­

ta n t p a r t o f League a c tiv ity  w i l l  con­
tinue  to  y ie ld  no resu lts.

The Y. C. L. can make rea l progress 
o n ly  by the readm ittance o f the L e ft Op­
pos ition  you th  to  its  ranks and the open­
ing  o f a thorough discussion on the tac­
tics o f the present leadership o f the 
League, and the polic ies o f the pa rty  
w h ich affect the Y. C. L. A t  the same 
tim e, the League m ust ca ll fo r  the re in ­
statement in to  the p a rty  o f the expelled 
L e ft Communists and a free and thorough 
discussion o f its  strategy and tactics. 
In  th is  w ay a basis w i l l  be la id  fo r  a 
complete change in the leadership o f the 
pa rty  and league and a re tu rn  to M a rx ­
is t policies in  the class struggle.

THE WORK OF THE OPPOSITION
7. Since our las t conference very l i t ­

tle  youth w o rk  has been conducted. W i;h  
the exception o f the ir re g u la r appear­
ance o f the Young Vanguard as a sec­
t io n  o f,  the M ilitant, and some youth 
w o rk  in  New Y ork  C ity  w h ich ended 
las t year, th is  p a rt o f Oppositon a c tiv ity  
has been neglected. T h is  is p a r tly  ex­
pla ined by the need o f our organization 
in  the f irs t  period to consolidate the gen­
era l L e ft Oppositon faction, th a t is, de­
vote ourselves a lm ost exclusive ly to  the 
propagation o f ou r general views and 
th e ir  app lica tion  to the pa rty  polic ies 
and activ ities . Added to th is  is the fac t 
th a t outside o f New Y o rk  there are on ly 
a scattered hand fu l o f you th  comrades 
in  ou r ranks. T h a t In  New Y o rk  its e lf 
m ost o f the  young comrades, no t having 
been members o f the Y. C. L. a re  inex­
perienced in  you th  w ork.

A t  the same tim e, we m ust recognize 
th a t the N a tiona l You th  Com m ittee and 
the N a tiona l Comittee seriously neglected 
to  ca rry  on the w o rk  possible in  th is  
field. Steps m ust be taken im m edia te ly 
to make up fo r  th is  unnecessarily lost 
tim e.

The L e ft  O pposition you th  puts fo r ­
w a rd  as its  m ain tasks the w inn ing  of 
the members o f the Y. C. L., especially 
the Communist cadre w ith in  i t  fo r  ou r 
v iew poin ts and o rg an iza tio n ; pa rtic ip a ­
tio n  in  the activ ities  and w o rk  o f the 
Com m unist youth m ovem ent; ca rry ing  
on o f  Com m unist educational ac tiv ities  
inside and outside our organ iza tion  and 
wherever possible, teh conducting o f in ­
dependent you th  w ork . The resu lts  of 
such w o rk  w i l l  mean the organization 
education and consolidation o f a rev­
o lu tiona ry , capable and advanced Com­
m un ist you th  cadre.

Towards th is  end we take the fo l­
low ing  steps:

1. The selection o f a N a tiona l Youth 
Committee o f five headed by a 
youth organizer— youth  represen­
ta tive  on N a tiona l Committee— to 
be in  charge o f na tiona l youth 
w ork.

2. E very branch to have a t least one 
comrade in  charge o f loca l youth 
w o rk  to be responsible to the branch 
and the N a tiona l Youth Com m it­
tee.

3. W herever feasib le and beginning 
w ith  New Y ork , an endeavor should 
be made, w ith  guarantees against 
its  degeneration to organize a gen­
u in e ly  broad club o f young w o rk ­
ers and students, under the in flu ­
ence o f the Opposition, b u t assured 
o f a w ide in it ia t iv e  nnd se lf-activ­
ity  on the c u ltu ra l, social and 
sports field.

4. The regu lar issuance o f the Young 
Vanguard as a sem i-m onthly sec­
t io n  o f the w eekly M ilitant w hich 
w ou ld  coordinate the you th  activ ­
ity  ou tlined above.

5. The preparations fo r  the launch­
in g  o f a separate you th  paper by 
the nex t conference.

6. The publication o f a regu lar In te r­
na l youth b u lle tin .

7. The im m ediate organ ization o f a 
fra c tio n  in  the Young Com m unist 
League.

8. Estab lishm ent o f correspondence 
w ith  the  youth o f the L e ft  Opposi­
tion  in  Europe and elsewhere.

The British Seen e

The Danger of Left Reformisn

Books
by Leon Trotsky

THE DRAFT PROGRAM OF THE  
COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL 

A Criticism of Fundamentals
In tro d u c tio n  by J. P. Cannon 

140 pages hard  paper cover 35c
THE STRATEGY OF THE WORLD 

REVOLUTION
80 pages, two-colored paper cover 25c 

In tro d u c tio n  by M ax Shachtman 
THE SPANISH REVOLUTION 

80 pages, paper cover 10c
COMMUNISM AND SYNDICALISM  

The Trade Union Question 
In tro d u c tio n  by James P. Cannon 

64 pages, paper cover 15c
THE PERMANENT REVOLUTION

208 page book—c lo th  bound 1.00
paper bound .50

SINCE LENIN  D IED  
B y M ax Eastman 

1924 50c
158 page book p rin ted  in  London 
THE REAL SITUATION IN  RUSSIA 

In trod uc tion  by M ax Eastman 
364 page book fo rm erly  $2 now 1.00 
MY L IF E —600 pages 5.00

Just Off the Press 
THE SPANISH REVOLUTION 

IN  DANGER
64 pages paper cover 15c
PROBLEMS OF THE DEVELOP­

MENT OF THE U. S. S. R.
48 pages, paper cover 15c
Special Rates in  Bundles o f 5 o r more 

O rder from
PIONEER PUBLISHERS

84 East 10th Street 
New York City

W ith  the accelerated speed o f Eng­
land ’s grow ing decline fro m  its  w orld  
dom inant im p e ria lis t position, the lines 
are becoming more c le a rly  d raw n fo r  the 
contest of influence over the B r it is h  
w orkng class. F rom  the po in t o f view’ 
o f to ta l popu lation, the great m a jo r ity  
composes the in d u s tr ia l p ro le ta r ia t. B y 
h is to ry  i t  has long ago been invested w ith  
the decisive role. B u t w h ile  the M ac­
Donald type o f w orkers ’ “ leadership”  is 
approaching the end o f its  career, i t  would 
be fo l ly  to assume tha t the influence of 
reform ism  is about a t an end. In  th is  
respect, the sharpest contest is s t i l l  to 
take place between the forces o f social 
re fo rm  and those o f social revo lu tion .

I t  is s t i l l  to  be fought, w ith  the B r i­
tish  Com m unist P a rty  becoming a much 
more serious contender than its  present 
sm all numbers and un in flu e n tia l posi­
tio n  w ou ld  indicate. Coining objective 
developments w i l l  in ev ita b ly  count heav­
i l y  in  its  favo r even though i t  • w i l l  
face a much more cunning and much 
more “ Le ft-appearing”  form- o f re fo rm ­
ism, qu ite  d istinguished fro m  the now 
o u trig h t and open im p e ria lis t agents o f 
the M acDonald, Henderson and Snowden 
type.

Reform ism , having become p re tty  w e ll 
d iscred ited in  England by the con tinua­
tion  o f o u trig h t im p e ria lis t policies by 
the M acDonald government, is b ring ing 
fo rw a rd  new champions and new defend­
ers. The “ L e ft”  w in g  w ith in  the labo r 
pa rty  is fee ling the new breeze o f w o rk ­
ing class discontent nnd is endeavoring 
to set its  sails accordingly. M any e f­
fo rts  are being made by these “ L e f ts ", 
like  M axton, Lee, and Broekway to  tu rn  
the labo r governm ent fa ilu re s  in to  cap i­
ta l fo r  themselves. They sense the dan­
ger o f g row ing w o rk ing  class d issatis fac­
tion . They w an t “ rea l and true  re fo rm ­
ism ” . To make the most possible cap ita l 
ou t o f the present s itua tion  th e ir  slo­
gans and demands are becoming ever 
more “ L e ft”  in  appearance. They are 
find ing im p o rtan t a llie s  amongst the 
trade un ion bureaucracy who, in  t l ie ir  
deadly fea r o f any developing w ork ing  
class struggle, have always endeavored 
to tu rn  a l l  hopes tow ard the labo r pa rty  
and the labor governm ent. The record 
o f th is  process o f fa ilu re s  and defeats of 
the w orkers is now, because o f the same 
fear, tu rn in g  trad»  un ion leaders tow ard 
critic ism - o f the “ labo r”  government. 
W h ile  a defin ite  s p lit Is unquestionably 
developing w ith in  the labo r pa rty , a ra ­
dical and a reactionary d iffe re n tia tion , 
a closer exam ination w i l l  soon prove tha t 
the rad ica l section is m ere ly  a “ L e ftis t”  
v a ria tio n  o f the same o ld  m iserable Fab­
ian type o f reform ism .

A General Political Fermentation
Because o f the outstanding parliam en­

ta ry  character o f B r it is h  po litics  a t 
home made possible by her ru th less non- 
pa rliam en ta ry  p o litic s  w ith in  the colon ia l 
empire, the m anifestations o f p o lit ic a l 
fe rm en t are f irs t  o f a l l expressed in  the 
pa rliam en ta ry  sphere. G row ing opposi­
tions, ha lfw a y  sp lits  and regu lar splits, 
are tak ing  place w ith in  a l l three m a jo r 
pa rliam en ta ry  parties. These, o f course, 
a l l  reflect the g row ing economic and p o li­
tica l decline, the change o f issues, and 
indica te th a t new problems are develop­
ing, problems w h ich  in  the fina l analysis 
a l l  bear d ire c tly  on the question o f class 
ru le  and the a b ility  to hold the w o rk ing  
class in  subjection.

The already g rea tly  dec lin ing  L ibe ra l 
p a rty  has p ra c tica lly  lost, a pa rliam en t­
a ry  section under S ir John Simon, to 
the Conservatives, w h ile  the balance of 
the group s t i l l  hangs on to a horse-trad­
ing support o f the “ la bo r”  government. 
W ith in  the Conservative ranks there is 
developing the new united E m pire  pa rty  
o f Lo rd  Rotherm ere and Boaverbrook. To 
an extent, th is  has hampered the Conser­
va tive  p a rty  fro m  tak in g  im m ediate ad­
vantage o f the Labol* p a rty  weaknesses. 
B u t i t  is  w ith in  the Labor p a rty  th a t the 
most im portan t ferm entaion, opposition 
and sp lits  are tak in g  place. Because of 
its  con trad ic to ry  position o f a p a rty  sup­
posedly representing labo r and yet being 
in  con tro l o f a cap ita lis t government, 
its  fe rm en ta tion  has become the deepest 
and the most c le a rly  expressive o f the 
recent evo lu tion  o f the B r it is h  em pire; 
both in  respect to the co lon ia l fie ld  and 
In respect to events a t home.

The present economic decline became 
expressed f irs t  in  the sp lit-o ff by the Mos­
ley section going to the extrem e R ight. 
Both in  the character o f th is  group, as 
w e ll as in  its  proposals fo r  so lu tion  o f 
England's p ligh t, a re  undoubtedly con­
tained serious Fascist elements. The 
endless pe tty  p ilfe rin gs  o f the “ la b o r”  
government in  its  e fforts to  continue capi­
ta lis t polic ies under a d iffe ren t label 
seems to have helped to  lend a g lam or 
o f re a lity  to  the M osleyites’ demand fo r  
a sytsem o f economic p lanning and a 
sem i-dictatorship. A nd i t  is no t su rp ris ­
ing th a t the  fo rm e r “ L e ft”  leader M  
J. Cook and the fo rm e r Com m unist sym­
pathizer, J. F. H o rab in  could become 
signatories to  th e ir  m anifesto. Perhaps 
the member which th is  group gained 
from  the pa rliam en ta ry  fra c tio n  o f the 
Conservative ranks, W . E. D . A llen , most 
c le a rly  expressed the methods by which 
Fascism aim s to  get a foo tho ld . In  a 
sta tem ent: eulogizing the Mosley p la t­
fo rm  he s a id : “ L e t us save the adm itted­
ly  cap ita lis t ship and when th a t ship 
is saved we can discuss w ith o u t pre­
jud ice  the d is tr ib u tio n  <yf the cargo."

A t  the A p r i l Scarborough I .  L . P. con­
ference Jim m ie M axton and the  o ther 
“ Le fts ”  taunted the “ labo r”  government, 
bu t in  a well-measured moderate tone, 
leaving sufficient loopholes open fo r  a 
re trea t. M axton asse rted : “ The labor 
government has s ig n a lly  fa ile d  to  achieve 
the  end to  w h ich  its  po licy  was .directed

— and th a t fa ilu re  was not due to lack 
o f e ffo rts  o r lack o f honesty, bu t be­
cause i t  was a ca p ita lis t objective, car­
rie d  ou t in  the main through the medium 
o f ca p ita lis t m achinery.”  Very w e ll, i f  
i t  was a cap ita lis t ob jective, how can one 
then speak o f fa ilu re  to achieve the end 
to w h ich  its  po licy was directed? And 
granted to the h i l t  tha t th is  objective 
was carried ou t through the medium of 
a ca p ita lis t m achinery— which is en tire ly  
tru e —do M axton o r the other “ L e fts ”  
draw  the proper conclusion, nam ely to 
destroy th is  m ach inery and r<i>lace i t  
w ith  a p ro le ta rian  m achinery of govern­
ment? O f course not. Thi-s is no t th e ir  
objective.

A  m otion  fo r d isa ffilia tion  from  the 
labo r pa rty  a t th is  conference suffered 
a defeat o f 173 to 37. In  many respects 
th is  I .  L. I ’ , conference repeats the 
tragic-comedy o f the one o f 1925. T ha t 
was held a fte r the experience of the 
f irs t  “ la bo r”  governm ent and a t the tim e 
o f a r is in g  wave o f w ork ing  class re ­
sistance. I t  approved, a fte r  much c r it ­
ic ism ”  the M acDonald po lic ies 398 to 
139. A t  the L ive rpoo l labor pa rty  con­
ference th a t same year the “ L e ft”  sec­
tion  loomed strong bu t com plete ly capi­
tu la ted when under fire. Not on ly was 
there no s p lit  as some o f the more gu l­
lib le  had expected bu t the conference, 
a fte r se ttlin g  the “ L e ft”  c ritic ism , pro­
ceeded to  exclude the Communists from  
the labo r party .

Today also the prospects of sp lits  are 
being whispered. The “ L e fts ”  are be­
com ing m ore rad ica l in  the ir utterances. 
D av id  K irkw ood  as a delegate to the re ­
cent Second In te rn a tio n a l congress de­
clared th a t “ the labo r governm ent pre­
ferred to coalesce w ith  libe ra ls  and con­
servatives to m a in ta in  cap ita lism  instead 
o f ove rth row ing  i t . ”  The same K irkw ood 
has now been c ited  before the labor 
p a rty  d isc ip lin a ry  com m ittee fo r  having 
stated tha t, “ the conditions o f the w o rk­
e r a re  no be tte r under a labor govern­
m ent.”  The New Leader, offic ia l organ 
o f the I. L. P. entered in  h is  defense a 
denia l o f his liav ing  made such state 
inent. I t  would then be pe rtinen t to ask 
“ w hy not?”  A  genuine Left, w in g  leadei 
no t on ly  state so bu t also d raw  the p ro  
per conclusion therefrom . Seven M. V.i 
o f the I.  L. P. “ L e f t ”  section are als( 
cited before the labor pa rty  d isc ip lin a rj 
com m ittee because o f th e ir  vo ting  t.< 
table the Anom alies B i l l  (the b il l to cor 
rec t the “ abuse”  o f the do le ).

The I .  L. P. in the Past

Under pressure o f the events o f I In 
w o rld  w a r the “ L e ft”  I .  L . 1*. disaffilia te) 
fro m  the Second In te rn a tion a l. I t  al 
most proposed jo in in g  the Com intern, bn 
found satisfaction in  the Two-and-a-IIa l 
In te rn a tio n a l, to re tu rn  a l i t t le  w h ile  la 
te r  to  the Second. Th is excursion to t ii 
L e ft fo llow ed the w o rk ing  class pressur 
o f the storm y struggles o f 1917-1920. T il 
ebb o f th is  period found them re tu rn in  
to the o r ig in a l camp where they, c 
course, belong. Again w ith  the w o rk in  
class rise and the struggles g row ing t< 
wards the  general s tr ike  o f 1920 the? 
“ L e fts ”  became c r it ic a l,  they tieeani 
more rad ica l, they again addressed le 
ters to the Com intern, some o f them s: 
in  conferences w ith  the Russians in  t l  
Anglo-Russian U n ity  Committee. T h i 
was upon in v ita tio n  o f the S talin-Bucl. 
a r in  bloc. A  deal w ith  the “ L e fts ” — not 
the w orkers  genuinely m oving towards 
the L e ft— but the L e ft coverings o f the 
Fabian im p e ria lis t agents. They qu ick ly  
re turned fro m  th is  second excursion w ith  
the defeat, o f the general s trike , in  which 
they had played th e ir  treacherous part.

W orkers ’ discontent is again beginning 
to grow and th is  tim e w ith  more genu­
ine, more rea l possib ilities. I t  is oc- 
cu rin g  in  a period o f g row ing  w ork ing 
class d is illus ionm en t w ith  the servile 
C rown lackeys in  whom they had 
long placed th e ir  fa ith . We are 
In  a period when comrade T ro t­
sky ’s predictions, made in  ids “ W h ithe r 
England?” , have increasing like liness o f 
com ing tru e : “ On the day when the Eng­
lish  p ro le ta r ia t frees its e lf fro m  the 
m enta l baseness o f Fabianism, hum an­
ity , p a rtic u la r ly  in  Europe, w i l l  increase 
in  s ta tu re  by a t least a head.”

B u t the gentlemen o f the “ L e ft”  are 
also again beginning a new zig-zag, en­
deavoring to  arrest th is  growth. D ia lec­
tic a lly . i t  may be contended th a t i t  oc­
curs th is  tim e on a h igher plane, a t 
least on a h igher plane o f m a tu rity  of 
the E ng lish p ro le ta ria t. W h ile  these 
L e ft coverings and th e ir  aparent rad l- 
ca lization express the w o rkers ’ discon­
ten t and in  th is  sense records progress, 
they, o f course act as a brake upon the 
movement— a re fo rm is t brake. The L e ft 
phraseology cannot be separated fro m  the 
im p o rtan t question o f basic program-. 
Fenner Broekway, fo r  example, now pro­
poses a “ bold socia list program ” , w h ich  
would contain the essentia ls : “ Assume 
contro l o f finances by na tion a liz in g  the 
banks . . . Reconstruct basic industries 
under na tiona l ownership and d irec tion  
. . . Meet increased productive power 
o f ra tio na liza tion  by concentra ting upon 
increasing the consuming p*w er o f the 
masses o f the people . . .  on a socia l­
is t basis to  be fu lf il le d  by na tiona l con­
t ro l o f im ports .”

I t  is, however, w e ll to  rem em ber the 
shudder o f these m ental o ffspring  o f the 
o r ig in a l Fabian school when in  1926 the 
Com intern te rse ly  stated the problem  o f 
the E ng lish  p ro le ta r ia t as the one of 
arm ed revo lu tiona ry  force. T h is  is not 
a t a l l the program  o f the “ L e ft”  I .  L. P. 
They in tend m ere ly to repeat the ea rly  
M acDonald career of re form ism  in  va in  
hopes th a t th e ir  pro jected em bellish­
ments w i l l  make i t  more palatable.

— A R N E  SW ABF
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When the present L e ft  O pposition were 
s t i l l  members of the Am erican pa rty , 
the presentation o f a thesis by the E x ­
ecutive Com m ittee always brought out 
fundam enta l differences between the em­
bryo three cu rren ts , w h ich were more 
than mere tac tica l questions o r ques­
tion s  o f fo rm u la tions. The difference 
m ay have sta rted  on tac tica l questions 
fo rm u la tions, bu t on ly  the  b lind  could 
no t see the deep channels these ques­
tions  led to. The break-up in to  three 
cu rre n ts  is a p roof o f this. O ur thesis 
presented fo r  discussion gives a M a rx ­
ia n  analysis o f conditions and in  the 
m ain is correct. I  th in k  our group, not 
through bureaucratic suppression but 
th rough M arx ian  understanding is the 
closest k n it  group o f ou r fac tion . Be­
cause we ho ld such an unanim ous posi­
tio n  on the m ain theore tica l questions 
and don’t have to “ waste tim e ”  on these 
issues, we should devote a greater am ­
ount o f tim e and discussion on the con­
c ré tisa tion  o f ou r in te rn a tio n a l position 
fo r  Am erica. There fore, fo r  th is  pu r­
pose. I  raise some tac tica l questions and 
questions o f fo rm u la tio n  o f the thesis.

The section presenting the perspective 
o f the L e ft  Opposition, as a fac tio n  of 
the pa rty , and not to bu ild  a new p a rty  ; 
to  w in  the membership o f the T h ird  in ­
te rn a tio n a l to ou r M arx ian  position and 
no t to bu ild  a fo u rth  in te rna tiona l ; and 
a ro le  of re fo rm  in  re la tio n  to the  Sov­
ie t Union w ith  its  opposite in  re la tio n  
to cap ita lism  the theory o f the perman­
ent revo lu tion  is correct considering a ll 
factors of today. How  to ca rry  ou t th is  
perspective is a question the thesis does 
no t handle in  a l l its  aspects.

Wrong Views
The u ltra -L e fts  who desire a new p a rty  

are wrong, likew ise the o ther extreme 
o f being a ta i l  to the A C T IV IT Y  o f the 
p a rty  is wrong. F irs t  le t us dispose of 
the question o f c ritic ism  o f the Center 
and then consider the re la tio n  o f M a rx ­
ia n  c ritic ism  to a c tiv ity . A  fas te r tempo 
o f change fro m  a negative c r it ic is m  to 
a positive c r it ic is m  o f Centrism  m ust be 
made. A  tu rn  tow ard speaking to  the 
class (w h ich  includes the p a rty ) has 
been made w hich has increased our ef­
fectiveness in  speaking to the pa rty , ju s t 
lik e  a correct elevation o f Centrism  has 
¡made more effective our s trugg le against 
synd ica lism  and anarchism . T h is  posi­
tive  approach w i l l  accelerate the pro­
cess o f correction through greater pres­
sure and on the other hand help correct 
ou r position in  re la tio n  to pa rty  a c tiv ity .

The line  o f m arch la id  down in  the 
thesis e lim inates the danger o f u ltra - 
L e ftis m  in  the fo rm  o f a new pa rty  and 
a fo u rth  in te rna tiona l, b u t i t  leaves w ide 
open the  door fo r  sectarian ism  and fo r 
a “ M a rx ia n ”  re trea t fo r  t ire d  rad ica ls 
because the thesis does no t exp la in  our 
re la tio n  to  p a rty  A C T IV IT Y , o r ra the r 
lack o f a c tiv ity , w ith  a M a rx ia n  line.

We have a double task in  o u r re la ­
t io n  as the L e ft  Opposition. F irs t, in 
re la tio n  to the P a rty— to  correct i t  and 
w in  the members to our position, and 
second, in  re la tio n  to the class, where 
the p a rty  has no t penetrated o r has no 
influence we m ust fun c tion  as Commun­
ists. The thesis exp la ins the f irs t  point, 
the re la tio n  o f the L e ft O pposition to 
Centrism , to the p a rty  bu t the thesis 
does no t even raiBe the second point, 
the re la tion  to the class where the party 's  
w rong po licy o r neglect leaves us to 
raise the banner o f Communism and 
lash the p a rty  in to  understanding and 
a c tiv ity  ( fo r  example, the  Spanish Rev­
o lu tio n ).

Does the thesis mean we are to be 
the ta il o f  p a rty  a c tiv ity?  Does i t  mean 
we are to  w a it fo r  the p a rty  bureaucrats 
to  act? Does i t  mean we don’t  act 
where Centrism  fa ils  to act, but where 
we are capable o f acting? They are 
strong compared to  o u r forces, bu t any 
M a rx is t knowB th a t numbers and wrong 
po licy cannot correct the non-M arxist 
p o s itio n ; few  in  numbers w ith  a correct 
po licy can obtain numbers in  a c tiv ity , in  
struggle. O ur action  o f the past and 
present disproves the very questions I  
raise, bu t the thesis does not disprove 
this. O ur action disproves th is  in  iso­
lated examples in  Am erica to a greater 
extent in  o ther sections and p a rtic u la r ly  
in  the Spanish R evolution.

Because th is  action is no t explained, 
i t  resu lts in  A C T IO N  on our p a rt which 
is e ithe r ta ilendism  on the one hand 
and fo u rth  in te rn a tio n a l action on the 
o ther hand, where the p a rty  fa ils  to act 
and lead. O n ly by exp la in ing  such can 
we e lim inate  both evils.

The Pressure of the Left
Concretely, fo r  Am erica, i t  means, 

where the  p a rty  has fa iled  to  act through 
w rong policies, which resu lts  e ithe r in
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p a rty  in  the face of its  m iserable fa i l­
ures in  a l l  fields. The base o f its  pos­
sib le  expansion instead o f increasing Is 
constan tly  shrink ing. And i f  ou r evalua­
tio n  of the basic cu rren ts  w ith in  the 
A m erican movement are correct then ws 
can draw  bu t one log ica l conclusion. 
The ro le  o f the  Opposition m ust be tha t 
o f tra in in g  a cadre o f well-equipped rev­
o lu tio n is ts  who, in  the com ing develop­
ments w i l l  find  the  road o f fo rg ing  the 
basis o f a rea l Com m unist pa rty  w orth# 
o f the  name o f vanguard o f the w o rk­
in g  class. The example o f the Bolshe­
v iks  who fro m  1003 to  1917 c a rrie d  on 
and in it ia te d  independent activ ities, 
though fo rm a lly  a fac tion  o f the Russian 
social democracy, can w e ll be accepted 
as a model fo r the im m ediate tra n s ito ry  
period. The Am erican Opposition, ta k ­
ing a stand o f rea l leadership In  the 
coming sharp struggles o f the w o rk ing  
class, w i l l  b ring  to ou r banner the many 
good revo lu tiona ry  and Com m unist ele­
ments who have been driven  away from  
the p a rty  by its  opportun is t policies. 
The task o f the O pposition is bo ld ly  to 
pose and lead the  way. There w i l l  be 
more gained by correct p r in c ip le  evalua­
tions o f ob jective w o rk  applied In  Len­
in is t fash ion tow ards in fluencing the 
w o rth  w h ile  p ro le ta rian  elements who 
■through sheer in e rtia  are s t i l l  le ft  in  
th e  p a rty  than  a score o f d is jo in ted par­
t ic ip a tio n  in  spontaneous struggles.

The road o f the Opposition m ust be 
th a t o f p o lit ic a l leadership in  the devel­
oping class struggle. The question of 
size and technica l 'equipment can and 
w i l l  be overcome by healthy g row th  
w h ich  is  bound to resu lt from  the  ac­
ceptance o f -real tasks. iSize never 
daunted Lenin. Intransigeance in  p r in ­
c ip le  applied as a liv in g  force, and devel­
oping w ith  it ,  is  the surest road o f Com­
m u n is t grow th. A  fac tion  of the p a rty  
— yes, a liv in g  faction, steeling the iro n  
o f revo lu tiona ry  w i l l  on the touchstone 
o f struggles— th a t should and can be the 
im m ediate ro le o f the L e ft O pposition in  
Am erica, and in te rna tiona lly .

R evo lu tionary fo rm u la tions  coupled 
w ith  defensive practises Len in  ca lled the 
w ors t poison to in je c t in to  the body of 
the movement. I t  has been the lo t  o f a ll 
consistent revo lu tiona ry  groups jto  be 
accused o f “ im patience, synd ica lis t ten­
dencies, Le ftism , etc.”  I f  absolute fa ith  
in  the ab ilitie s  o f the w orkers to  de­
velop along the course o f revo lu tiona ry  
decisiveness w i l l  be sneered a t by men 
o f l i t t le  fa ith , th a t should be a double 
sign o f the soundness o f our course.

The example o f Lenin who, upon bis 
re tu rn  to  Russia in  the A p r i l days, upon 
find ing  th a t even his close associates 
(b u ilt  up th rough years o f common s trug­
gle) were showing signs o f weakness in 
the face of decisions w h ich  im p lied  sharp 
departures from  the past was ready to  
go alone i f  necessary. T h is  should a l­
ways rem ain a liv in g  guide in  the m ak­
ing o f a l l  decisions by the Opposition. 
“ From  the past we learn on ly  how to 
act in  the  fu tu re , no t to see possible 
fa ilu re  bu t probable v ic to ry .”  (L e n in ).

The Opposition w i l l  m a in ta in  rea l 
M a rx ian  u n ity  alt on ly  one price. In ­
transigeance o f p rinc ip le  tested in  the 
liv in g  fires o f app lica tion  in  the class 
struggle.

The course o f our N a tiona l Com m it­
tee up to  now  has been one conditioned 
by a constant look ing  back and tak ing  
stock o f lim ita tion s . T h a t was a fte r a 
fashion imposed upon us as a resu lt of 
o u r h is to rica l genesis. Real g row th  o f 
a -revo lutionary scope m ust be condi­
tioned by a constant da rin g  to  scale evfir 
greater and greater tasks.

One task posed before us m ust be th a t 
o f a system atic exam ination o f our com­
position. Is  i t  healthy in  the m ain, o r 
is i t  no t a fa c t th a t predom inantly  i t  
is composed o f elements w ho have no t 
any d irec t contact w ith  cu rren ts  o f 
workers in  basic Industries where the 
possib ilities o f rea l struggles in  the  fu ­
tu re  lie? The on ly  rea l basis o f p o li­
t ic a l contact m udt be b u ilt  up ou t of 
elements prepared to  assume the task 
o f establishing contacts in  these indus­
tries . Systematic colon ization, condi­
tioned upon a membership prepared to 
assume new tasks in vo lv in g  a break w ith  
fixed re la tions, is  the one road o f Com­
m un ist w ork. We have a young group 
who are w e ll qualified to  assume thésë 
tasks, ye t up ‘.to now no th ing has bedn 
done to  u tiliz e  them. W e m ust use our 
m a te ria l w ith  a fu l l  understand ing th a t 
w ith  ou r present perspectives there Is 
o n ly  one road —  the a b ili ty  to  f i t  and 
develop w ith in  the  movèment o f tfls

w ork ing  class —  any elements coming 
in to  the movement w ith  ties and consi­
derations o f a i>ersonal na ture  super­
seding the in te rest o f the movem ent are 
to ta lly  un fit fo r  membership. Systema­
tic  e fforts should be made to  f i t  the 
whole membership in to  contacts tha t 
w i l l  enable us to  get a tw o-p ly  benefit. 
One: establish rea l influence w ith  w o rk ­
ers in  the every day struggle. A nd sec­
ondly, ob ta in  some badly needed season­
ing fo r ou r membership. T he  job  o f 
pub lish ing the basic theo re tica l m ate ria l, 
the lack o f w h ich  in  the past was re­
sponsible fo r  m ost o f the i l ls  in  the 
movement unquestionably has been an 
imm easurable achievement. F a r t  o f the 
present lim ite d  resources o f the League 
should be u tiliz e d  to send o u t qualified 
organizers to  establish contacts w ith  
elements close to  us who are a t present 
dispersed.

O ur w oefu l lack o f resources in  the 
face o f pressing situa tions, such as oc- 
cured in  Southern I l l in o is  a few  months 
ago im p lies  the pressing need o f fu r ­
n ish ing  the N a tiona l Office w ith  a  special 
organ izationa l fund  which w i l l  enable 
us to  respond o rgan iza tiona lly  in  the 
fu tu re  in  such emergencies. M anifesta­
tions such as the  D u lu th  Longshoreman’s 
s tr ike  described by F. in  the M il ita n t  
o f June the 21, show the absolute need 
o f ou r a b ility  to send capable organizers 
in to  favorable fields. D u lu ths  w i l l  re ­
peat themselves w ith  greater frequency 
as the bankruptcy o f S ta lin ism  w i l l  
show its e lf ju s t as g la r in g ly  in  the fu ­
ture.

The splendid example o f launching our 
f irs t  weekly M il ita n t  in  the face o f a l­
m ost insurm ountable obstacles and ac­
h ieving success bids fa ir  to rem a in  an 
example o f fine revo lu tiona ry  in it ia t iv e  
tha t should po in t the road th a t the A m ­
erican O pposition m ust fo llo w  in  fac­
ing  a ll fu tu re  problems. L e t us honest­
ly  take stock of our past w ork, m odestly 
appraise our achievements, and face the 
fu tu re  w ith  rea l Com m unist confidence 
In  each other. The tasks o f the Opposi­
tio n  are large, and cannot be faced un­
t i l  we have b u ilt  up absolute confidence 
in  ou r ranks. T ha t can on ly be done by 
a rea l L e n in is t c ritic ism  m otiva ted by 
an exam ination o f rea lities , and not 
empty abstractions.

— S. M. ROSE.

D i zz iness.. .from  

Failure
The cris is  th a t has a fflic te d  the United 

States has also been ag ita ting  the p r in t­
ers the last two years. F o r a long 
tim e the officers of “ B ig  S ix ”  (Ne\fr Y o rk  
Typographica l U n ion) have been suc­
cessful in  s ide-tracking the issue by te l l­
ing the membership tha t there is  no un­
em ployment in  the p r in tin g  trade. ¡When 
con fronted w ith  the question o f some un­
employed member as to w hy he could 
not get a job, he was to ld  th a t i f  he 
is a p r in te r he should be able to  get a 
job. B u t no t fo r  long were they suc­
cessful in  s ide track ing the Issue. They 
had to  recognize, under pressure o f 
course, th a t therd is a problem  o f un­
employment. D iffe re n t proposals were 
made and some of them carried , but 
were o f l i t t le  ava il. The s itua tion  be­
came very serious las t w in te r and a p ro­
posal was made to  force the newspaper 
men to w o rk  on ly  five days a week and 
give the s ix th  day to  a "sub”  and tax  
the job  and book men fo u r  per­
cent, in  order to be able to pay 
tw en ty  do lla rs  a week to  the unemploy­
ed. Everybody, o f course, expected of 
the “ A m algam ation ists” — as the cham­
pions o f the cause o f the unemployed— 
no o ther course bu t to support th is  pro­
position. H ow  shocked were the un­
employed “ Am algam ation is ts”  when they 
heard th a t the Am algam ation p a rty  had 
d is tribu ted  a ha ndb ill appealing to the 
members of “ B ig  S ix”  to defeat the 
proposition. The disastrous re su lt o f 
such a po licy was the m iserable showing 
a t the election in  M ay o f the Amalgam a­
tio n  pa rty , the candidate fo r  president 
po llin g  400 votes o f a to ta l o f 9,000 votes 
cast, whereas a few  years ago, the candi­
date o f the Am algam ation p a rty  got 
2 600 votes out o f a to ta l o f 8,000 vote» 
cast.

La te ly , I  heard • some rum ors about 
the leadership having gotten a dose o f 
“ se lf-c ritic ism ” , and th is  was declared to 
be a m istake. As has been shown Sub­
sequently, th is  re jio r t was in c o rre c t 
They are no t to  blame. T h e ir teacher 
too, when he gets dizzy from  fa ilu res, 
also calls them  successes.

The above-mentioned tax  expired at the 
end o f J u ly  and, con tra ry  to  the expec­
ta tions o f some o f the sponsors o f the 
proposition, conditions are ge tting  worse. 
A  new ta x  was again recommended and 
as the previous tax  d id  no t cover the 
payments, and an tic ip a ting  the worsen­
ing  o f conditions o f unem ploym ent. I t  
was raised to  s ix  percent fo r  the next 
ten weeks. Here was an opportun ity  fo r 
the  “ Am algam ation”  p a rty  to  correct 
th e ir  m istake. B u t lo  and beho ld! Again 
a clever move. A  ha n d b ill was again 
d is tribu ted by the Am algam ation ists w ith  
the very snappy “ ca toh line” : “ Defeat 
the wage cut referendum ” , thereby g iv ­
in g  the m ost conservative element o f the 
un ion a m ora l ju s tifica tio n  to  vote 
against it .  T o  show how the unem ploy­
ed, the section o f the workers where 
the Am algam ation ists should look fo r  
support, voted on th is  proposition, I  sha ll 
quote the re tu rn s  o f the  secretary’s 
chapel (chapel o f the unem p loyed); fo r 
the proposition, 354, against 4.

The reason given by the “ Amalgam a­
tion is ts ’’ was, " I f  we defeat th is  pro­
position, the un ion w i l l  be forced to ca ll 
a s tr ik e ” .

I f  there is a l im it  to  s tup id ity , th is  
is  it .  — A  P R IN T E R .

■n thc||A.C.W.A.

Cliques G ird for Spoils
Clique fights and r iv a lry  fo r  jobs and 

con tro l in  the New Y ork  Am algamated 
C lo th ing W orkers organization are a 
m atte r o f rou tine . The specific condi­
tions in  the c lo th ing  indus try  and the 
ex is ting  c ra ft d iv is ions th a t are a pro­
duct o f conditions th a t p reva iled  in  the 
past and are a vestige o f the o ld  de­
fu n c t U n ited Garm ent W orkers Union, 
foster these evils. G ra ft, co rrup tion  and 
dem ora lization permeate the organ ization 
fro m  the very top to  the low est layers, 
embracing w ide sections o f the mem­
bership.

The specific conditions of the indus try  
are the decentra lized system o f manu­
factu re  and contracting . The d ifficu lties 
o f con tro l o f w ide ly  scattered m anufac­
tu r in g  un its  under a con tracting  system 
can on ly  be overcome by a centra lized 
in d u s tria l o rgan iza tion  under democratic 
contro l. B u t the c ra f t  d iv is ions are care­
fu lly  guarded by the local officials who 
are no t a t a l l ready to  give up the ir 
positions. Some locals, especially those 
in  s tra teg ic  positions, are firm ly  en­
trenched and d icta te  term s to the rest in  
the organ ization. H illm a n  has long 
fa iled  in  h is attem pts to subdue these 
reca lc itra n t local chiefs to his dom ina­
tion . He is now p lay ing  his game ac­
cording to  the fo rm u la ; d iv ide  and rule, 
th ro w in g  one set o f officials against the 
o ther by means o f b ribe ry  w ith  jobs. Ue 
has even created jobs outside the union 
organ ization fo r  those of his favo rites  
who fa iled  in  the game. These “ u n fo r­
tunates”  are placed in  the a u x ilia rie s  of 
the A. C. W. organization— the banks, 
cooperative houses unem ploym ent in su r­
ance offices which are under H illm a n ’s 
d irec t con tro l.

In  a l l  these m achinations o f the offi­
c ia ls  the members are used as pawns, 
th e ir ignorance and prejudices being ex­
p lo ited  to create confusion and dem ora li­
zation.

H iltm an-B eckerinan S truggle
A n outstanding example of the devast­

a ting  effect th is  cond ition  has brought 
to the organization is  the s itua tion  tha t 
has now developed on the basis o f the 
con flic t between H illm a n  and the Beek- 
erm an-O rlofsky clique, a s itu a tio n  tha t 
is pregnant w ith  grave consequences fo r  
the whole organization. H illm a n  has fo r  
years a llow ed and even rendered support 
to a re ign o f te rro r  and racketeering in  
the C utters Local as a price  fo r  the ser­
vices the O rlofsky-Beckerm an gang fu r ­
nished h im  in  sub jugating the ta ilo rs  to 
the yoke o f the piece-work and speed-up 
system. Today, these officials are a 
hindrance to  H illm a n ’s ru le , th e ir  po l­
icies being in  d irec t con flic t w ith  the 
trend  those o f H illm a n  have taken in  re­
cent years due to  developments in  the 
New Y ork  m arket.

The m ost im portan t problem  o f the o r­
ganization today is the un ion iza tion  of 
the out-o f-tow n shops th a t have succeed­
ed in  establishing themselves and are 
underm in ing the union conditions in  New 
Y ork  w ith  the a id  o f racketeers and 
gangsters who have found a strong base 
fo r  th e ir  ac tiv ities  in  the key locals of 
the organizations, lik e  the C utters’ and 
Expressmen locals. H illm a n ’s cry o f rac­
keteering is an echo o f his campaign 
against the L e ft w ing  in  the New Y ork 
organ ization, when he pu lled  the doors 
w ide open fo r  these unde rw orld  people 
who are today menacing his dom ination.

The chiefs o f these locals are now ac­
cused by H illm a n  (no t pu b lic ly  but in  an 
underw orld  fash ion) o f in te r fe r in g  w ith  
his un ion iza tion  campaigns and o f com­
p lic ity  w ith  the racketeers in  the indus­
t r y  o f pu rsu ing th e ir  personal ends un­
der the pretense o f safeguarding the jobs 
of the cutters. They are charged w ith  
p e rm itting  cut garments to be shipped to 
non-union shops to be made up there in  
defiance o f the ru les  of the organization.

Presumably, O rlo fsky and his gang are 
concerned w ith  th e ir  own racket and re ­
sent H illm a n ’s encroachment upon th e ir  
p riva te  te rr ito ry .

W h ile  H illm a n  is “ so lv ing”  the out- 
of-tow n problem  by g ra n tin g  out-of-town 
scab firm s “ A. C. W. agreements”  fo r  
the mere price o f a dues collecting, check­
off system, O rlo fsky is anxious to  save 
his racket which is threatened by the 
exodus o f the shops in to  the country 
places promoted by such a po licy. O r­
lo fsky as a local ch ie f is o rien ta ted on 
New Y ork, w h ile  H illm n n ’s movements 
are unfettered.

Clique Conflicts in the Strike
These con flic ting  interests between 

H illm a n  and O rlo fsky  have been reflected 
in  the la s t s tr ike  where one side has 
sabotaged on the other.

The fo llo w in g  instance presents a 
g la ring  i l lu s tra t io n ;

The shops in  the South Jersey towns, 
like  V ineland, Ham m onton and Egg H a r­
bor, were stopped o ff to r  o n ly  one day 
and then the workers were sent back 
under a un ion agreement, w h ile  these 
shops have been d ire c tly  m aintained by 
m anufacturers from  New Y o rk  fo r  the 
purpose o f ge tting  th e ir  garm ents made

cheaper. The wages pa id in  those shops 
average $10 per week. Thousands o f 
workers are employed there under sweat­
shop conditions. These workers resisted 
the s trike  ca ll, because they had nothing 
to benefit by a w a lkou t, and they feared 
tha t H illm a n 's  prom ise to the New Y ork  
workers to b ring  back the bundles to 
New Y ork  m ight lie carried  out and re­
su lt in  tlie  loss o f th e ir  jobs. H illm a n , 
however did not ca rry  out his promise, 
and many cu ttin g  rooms were shut down 
in  New Y ork  because o f the above out- 
o f-tow n shops having swallowed up th e ir 
w ork.

In  re ta lia tion , the cu tte rs ’ officials have 
held back th e ir  cooperation in  the s tr ik e  
and m an ifes tly  sabotaged i t  in  a number 
of cases where cu ttin g  rooms arc oper­
ated in  fu l l  force w ith  the lo ca l not in ­
te rfe rin g  even to the extent o f placing 
pickets there.

The pledges o f support and cooperation 
o f the offic ia ls of. the various branches in  
the s tr ike  appear, in  the face o f w hat is 
re a lly  happening, to be mere lip  service. 
Each is concerned w ith  h is personal in ­
terests and is look ing  fo r  his ends in  
th is  strike. The consequences o f th is  
s itua tion  are bound to be disastrous fo r  
the conditions o f the workers. T h is  orgy 
o f sabotage and betrayal is  proceeding 
w ith  f u l l  speed behind the backs o f the 
w orkers, and the workers w i l l  pay the 
penalty fo r th e ir in a c tiv ity .

Towards a S p lit
The figh t between the cliques in  the 

A. C. W. organ ization m ust in ev itab ly  
resu lt in  a s p lit between the Cutters 
Union and the New Y ork  Jo in t Board 
and the ru in  o f the last vestiges o f un­
ion conditions fo r  cutters and ta ilo rs  in  
New Y ork  shops. T o  prevent such dis­
aster is the du ty  o f the L e ft  w ing move­
ment in  the A. C. W.

U n ity  o f t lie  ta ilo rs  and cutters must 
be made the cen tra l slogan o f the Rank 
and F ile  movement. The a ttem pts at 
s p littin g  the organizations to  insure dom­
ina tion  are c lea rly  m anifest in  the man­
euvers o f the H illm a n  and O rlo fsky c l i­
ques. I f  a s p lit occurs, both cliques w i l l  
ju s t ify  i t  and each, under the pretense 
o f saving the un ion, w i l l  w iden the 
breach and b ring  more dem ora liza tion in  
the ranks o f the membership. The L e ft 
w ing m ust th row  in  its  forces to  launch 
a campaign to  un ite  the ran k  and file  
o f the cutters and ta ilo rs  branches fo r 
the struggle against the maneuvers o f 
th e ir  officials.

The Rank and F ile  Committee m ust 
also give serious a tten tion  to the out-of- 
town situa tion . The out-o f-tow n shops 
m ust be organized sim ultaneously w ith  
those o f New Y ork . The Rank and F ile  
Com m ittee cannot d ire c tly  undertake this 
w o rk  because i t  is by its  very nature 
lim ite d  to w o rk  in  shops con tro lled  by 
the A. C. W. B u t th is  w o rk  can and 
should be undertaken by the N. T. W. 
I. U. The w orkers in  the out-of-town 
shops should be approached w ith  a mes­
sage o f genuine un ionism  in  opposition 
to the fake unionism  o f H illm a n  and 
Company.

In  add ition  to these two tasks the 
Rank and F ile  Committee m ust make 
clear its  po licy  to the A. C. .IV. member­
ship. The effects o f the past m istakes 
o f the L e ft w ing have not, yet been o b lit­
erated in  the m inds o f the masses. B u t 
those m istakes have never been made 
clear to  the workers and (here is even 
a great deal o f confusion s t i l l  le ft  in  the 
m inds of L o ft w ingers. T h is  condition 
greatly  hinders the development o f the 
movement. I t  can be removed by an 
honest and fra n k  discussion o f past and 
present policies.

W ith  a program  adapted to solve the 
v ita l problems o f the industry , and a 
correct po licy the L e ft wing, in  close 
cooperation w ith  the N. T . W. I. IT., w i l l  
be enabled to undertake successfully the 
launching o f a broad mass movement to 
defeat the H illm a n  machine in  the New 
Y ork  organ ization and lay  the founda­
tion  fo r  revo lu tiona ry  in d u s tria l un ion­
ism among the men’s c lo th ing  workers.

—A L B E R T  O RLAND.
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(Continued from  La s t Issue)

5. The Southern te x tile  Industries 
thé next fie ld  upon w h ich  the p a rty  mob 
ilized  its  organ iza tiona l forces, was, in  t 
fash ion dem onstrative o f a l l the reason; 
fo r  the whole crop o f p a rty  fa ilu res 
Here they entered upon a v irg in  fie ld 
where the m ost e lem entary class m an l 
festations were ju s t  beginning to show 
themselves, on ly  to begin by ra is ing  a l 
sorts o f unapplicab le slogans (Commun 
ists have long been taugh t th a t the ra is  
ing o f slogans fo r  strugg le m ust be con 
d itioned upon the needs and under 
standing o f the masses in vo lve d ). I i  
ad d ition  to ra is ing  unrea lizab le slogans 
every type and k in d  o f hodge-podge ad 
ven turism  fro m  Johnstone’s “ tw o coloi 
unions” , to  Dunne's “ r ig h t o f se lf de 
fense” , to  Reed’s cow ard ly desertion wai 
indulged in . The f irs t  rea l test o f Strug 
gle showed a num ber <jf desertions an4 
m anifestations o f sheer cowardice on th i 
p a rt of a num ber o f pa rty  leaders. T h li 
coupled w ith  splendid capacities oi 
s trugg le and sacrifice on the p a rt o f th< 
w orkers genera lly  aa w e ll as on th< 
p a rt o f some o f the younger p a rty  fume 
tionarles. The resu lt o f  th is  whole .cams 
paign is th a t the p a rty ’s much boaated 
“ pene tra tion o f the South”  has resulted 
in  tu rn in g  the movement in  th is  reg lor 
back fo r  qu ite  some tim e.

6. The unemployed oriseS fo llow ing 
upon a period o f decline e f organized 
labo r resistance was im m edia te ly  greet 
ed by the p a rty  w ith  a cen tra l sloga i 
( in co rre c tly  fo rm u la te d  a t th a t tim e) 
“ W ork  o r Wages” . The advocacy o f « 
line  o f action w h ich posed no less a ques 
ticm than the “ capture o f the streets’ 
and “ open struggles w ith  the police.’ 
Th is whole movement s tarted  off w ith  a 
splendid dem onstra tion on M arch 6, 1930 
Invo lv ing  some few  hundred thousand 
w orkers in  the leading In d u s tr ia l c ities 
A t these gatherings, p a rty  spokesmer 
ra ised slogans a l l o f w h ich  were be 
yond the comprehension o f a class on th f 
downward path o f resistance. Now a fte i 
m any m onths have passed w ith  the  de 
fin ite  lessons o f unem ploym ent and the 
general a ttack on liv in g  and wage stan­
dards having im planted th e ir  lessons u p  
on the w orkers, an upsw ing o f resist­
ance is being more and m ore m anifested 
The p a rty  has reduced its  whole cam 
paign to the  co llection o f signature« 
fo r  pe titions asking a bourgeois Con­
gress to  g ra n t unemployed insurant#  
The absolute failure in  the m ids t o f fav 
orable conditions 'to get any tesponse t< 
the ca lls  fo r  m ob iliza tion  in to  “ hungei 
m arches”  is sufficient answer to  th< 
p a rty ’s loss o f prestige amongst the ua 
employed.

The present cris is carries w ith  i t  de­
fin ite  signs o f thorough-going reshaping 
of the re la tions o f classes w h ich  open* 
w ide the question o f the im m ediate role 
o f the revo lu tiona ry  movement. The 
p a rty  under C e n tris t leadership ha i 
fa iled  in  a proper eva luation o f objec­
tive  conditions. There  is no reason tc 
believe th a t the app lica tion  o f the re­
actiona ry  concepts o f “ Socialism In  one 
coun try”  posed by the in te rna tiona l 
bureaucracy w i l l  release its  deadening 
hands from  the revo lu tiona ry  movement« 
of the w orld . I f  we are to accept com­
rade T ro ts k y ’s analysis th a t the three 
tendencies in  the Com m unist movement 
are no t ju s t tac tica l fo rm u la tio n s  but 
basic princ ip les representing class de­
partures, the conclusion forced upon u< 
is th a t the  L e ft  Opposition represent! 
the p ro le ta rian  approach in  the move­
ment. The A m erican Communist P atty  
cannot any longer be classified as evea 
possessing the po ten tia litie s  o f a “ mass

wrong action o r no action, and where 
we are able to ca rry  out ou r M arx ian  
positon and are unable to  impress the 
Centrists we m ust take the in it ia t iv e  
and lead, fo rc in g  the p a rty  in to  ac tiv ­
ity  and d irec ting  the class battles. The 
more pressure we can b ring  against the 
C e n tris t bureaucrats the more w i l l  the 
program  o f the L e ft O pposition become 
the program  o f the C. I .  B u t the cor­
rect func tion  o f our forces, in  the party , 
supporting the p a rty  as expelled mem­
bers and in  d irec t leadership where they 
fa i l  o r  are incapable— is the way to  in ­
crease the pressure o f the L e ft, the pa rty  
members and the class against the 
S ta lin  bureaucrats.

W here the p a rty  is leading a struggle 
o r engaged in  a c tiv ity , i t  is ou r du ty  to 
support them, f irs t  w ith  M arx ian  c r it ic ­
ism  o f th e ir  stra tegy and tactics and 
second w ith  a l l the a c tiv ity  possible. 
T h is  is not tail-endism , i f  th is  k ind  of 
a c tiv ity  is coordinated w ith  the other

phase I  re fe r to, and th a t is— where the 
pa rty  fa ils  to act and leaves the field 
open to the reform ers or syndica lists i t  
is  our du ty as Communists and p a r t i­
cu la r ly  as L e ft Oppositionists, to f i l l  the 
gaps le ft  by the Centrists.

One can answer tha t ou r forces are 
too sm all, we w i l l  be lost in  mass w ork, 
etc., etc. I  am not ca llin g  fo r  mass 
w o rk  o f the W eisbord type. The wrong 
theore tica l position puts Centrism  in  a 
position  where they are incapable of 
c a rry in g  ou t many tasks Communists 
must. O ur forces are too lim ite d  num­
e ric a lly  to  c a rry  them  out, even though 
we have a position and understanding 
o f the needs and road to fo llow . Such, 
on ou r part, is  a good "excuse”  fo r  not 
fin ish ing  the a c tiv ity  bu t i t  is  no excuse 
fo r  not s ta rtin g  such a c tiv ity . The B o l­
shevik p a rty  in  Russia by its e lf  could 
no t complete the revo lu tion , ne ithe r can 
the L e ft  Opposition by its e lf  complete 
tasks in  A m erica w h ich we are compelled 
to  take up because the theore tica l posi­
tion , w h ich causes w rong tactics and 
strategy o f the Centrists, renders them 
incapable o f tak ing  up. Our Com m unist 
du ty is th is  tw o-fo ld  a c tiv ity  to properly 
support the p a rty  and the T h ird  In te rn a ­
tional.

— HUGO O EH LE R .
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FREE SPEECH AND THE  
LABOR MOVEMENT

1930 was a tough year fo r free speech 
under the stars and stripes, according 
to  the eleventh annual re p o rt o f the 
Am erican C iv il L ibe rties  Union, pub lish­
ed last week. The sharpening o f the 
class struggle, w ith  the state au tho rities  
everywhere on the offensive against the 
righ ts  o f the workers, is  reflected in  the 
to ta l o f 1,363 free  speech prosecutions 
com piled by the U n ion in  its  report. 
Contrasted w ith  228 s im ila r  prosecutions 
in  1928 the showing fo r  the past year 
is a reve la tion  o f the a larm ing encroach 
ments which the “ democracy”  o f cap i­
ta lism  has been m aking on the legal posi­
tion  of the w o rkers ’ movement.

Communists have borne the “ b ru n t of 
the a ttack” , says the report, as was to 
be expected since they stand everywhere 
in  the vanguard o f the fight. B u t the 
labor movement, in  a l l of its  m anifesta­
tions suffered wherever i t  came in to  
con flic t w ith  the ru lin g  class. Free 
speech is thus an issue of the movement 
as a whole. F rom  a ll ind ications, the 
cu rre n t year w i l l  show a s t i l l  greater 
increase o f the prosecutions and attacks 
and w i l l  m agn ify  the im portance o f the 
issue to a corresponding degree. I t  de­
serves more a tten tion  and a m ore c learly  
defined a ttitu d e  on the p a rt o f the pro­
le ta ria n  vanguard than i t  has been show­
ing  up to now.

In  our opinion, i t  is  a great m istake 
to  take the abrogation o f free  speech 
fo r  granted as a p roo f th a t there is no 
jus tice  under cap ita lism . W e  know tha t 
w e ll enough, bu t the knowledge is sm all 
consolation. The labor movement and 
its  Com m unist nucleus needs the m ax i­
mum o f free expression and should not 
surrender i t  lig h tly . I t  is  one o f the 
penalties the ru lin g  class m ust pay fo r 
its  pa rliam en ta ry  fo rm  of government 
th a t i t  promises democratic righ ts  and 
imbues the masses w ith  a be lie f in  th e ir 
existence and th e ir  r ig h t to  them. The 
extent to w h ich  they are re a lly  granted 
is another question. I t  depends among 
o ther things, upon the strength and the 
m ilita n cy  o f the resistance to th e ir cu r­
ta ilm en t. And fo r  th is  resistance, the 
Communists alone— an ins ign ifican t m in 
o r ity —are no t sufficient. The issue 
hangs upon the volume o f support from  
the masses o f the workers, and i t  also 
draws strength w ith in  lim its  fro m  the 
dem ocratic sentiments o f sections of the 
pe tty  bourgeoisie.

V iewed in  th is  lig h t, the Communists 
ought to make a rea l e ffo rt to pu t the 
Issue o f free speech on the agenda o f the 
labor movement as a whole, no t merely 
o f its  Communist wing. To do th is  e f­
fec tive ly , they w i l l  have to pu t aside 
the in fa n tile  shrieks about “ Fascism” 
and pu t the question as i t  re a lly  stands. 
The ru le rs  o f Am erica  say th is  is a free 
and democratic country w ith  a constitu ­
tion  w h ich guarantees freedom o f speech. 
The Communists should answer: Very 
w e ll, le t us have a l i t t le  o f th is  free­
dom fo r  legal ac tiv ity . They should 
go to the labor organizations every­
where w ith  th is  appeal and organize 
them to  figh t fo r  it. They should de­
mand these legal righ ts  not on ly lo r 
Communists, but fo r  a l l  labo r organiza­
tions and parties, as Len in  demanded of 
the p rov is iona l government in  Russia.

The Communists in  Am erica, as the 
Bolsheviks in  Russia under Kerensky, 
should in s is t upon free and open discus­
sion o f a l l  questions and po in t of view  
in  order th a t the workers may judge 
fa ir ly  fo r  themselves. They should stop 
th e ir  hooligan tactics o f breaking up 
meetings and become the champions of 
free  discussion.

sharpen the sword fo r the Communist 
workers.

The course o f the N a tiona l T e x tile  
W orkers Un ion in  Paterson deserves 
c ritic ism , and readers o f the Militant 
know  we have no t spared it .  We have 
c ritic ize d  the officia l pa rty  in  th a t situa 
tion  from  the standpo in t— as is the case 
w ith  everyth ing the Opposition on an in ­
te rna tion a l scale has critic ized  in  the 
offic ia l lin e — tha t i t  weakens the posi­
tio n  of Communism before the re fo rm ­
ists and the bourgeoisie whom they 
serve. B u t the Paterson a ffa ir  has 
brought fo r th  another k in d  o f c r it ic is m  
—a c ritic ism  o f the re fo rm is ts  fo r  “ er­
ro rs ”  w h ich  helped the development o f 
the Com m unist union there. The au­
thors o f th is  brand o f c r it ic is m  are the 
Lovestoheites, the people who firs t called 
us renegades.

Lovestone and G itlow  are s itt in g  clieek- 
by -jow l w ith  the re fo rm is ts  and reac­
tionaries  in  Paterson, but they atatck 
th e ir  po licy  no less than we a ttack the 
po licy o f the N ationa l T ex tile  W orkers 
and the Communist party. They round­
ly  score the d ila to ry  tactics o f th e ir 
friends in  the Revolutionary Age fo r 
Ju ly  25. “ The de lay” , they say, “ has 
been very costly .”  And why'.' Because 
i t  “ made i t  possible fo r  the N a tiona l 
T e x tile  W orkers Un ion . . .  to assume 
leadership and to take the in it ia t iv e  in  
c a llin g  a general s tr ik e  in  Paterson.” 
And th a t is no t a ll. The reform ists, by 
th e ir m istake, le t the Communists break 
through on another sector. “ The hesi­
ta tio n  and delay” , says the statement, 
“ have Jalso ¡jmade i t  possible fo r  the 
N a tiona l T e x tile  W orkers Union to enter 
the A llen to w n  s tr ik e  s itua tion  and 
spread dissention and d isrup tion  there 
Serious erro rs indeed.

D id  the Musteites make any more 
“ m istakes”  w h ich  Lovestone and G itlow  
noticed? Yes, they made one more and 
i t  is pointed out in  the Revolutionary Age 
fo r  August 1. The amalgamated unions 
stayed at w o rk  a fte r  the N. T. W. called 
its  s trike . B u t th a t was wrong only be­
cause i t  is poor strategy. “ N or is i t  in  
the in terests o f the amalgamated un ­
ions,”  says the Lovestone statement, 
“ and the workers th a t fo llo w  them  tha t 
a large num ber o f w orkers should be 
f irm ly  convinced o f the sliarges o f the 
N. T. W . U. th a t the August 3 s trike  
proposal was issued fo r  the express pu r­
pose o f breaking the s tr ike  o f the N. 
T. W. U., in  o ther words, th a t i t  is a 
s trike-b reaking proposal.”

And in  the same statem ent— w h ile  the 
N. T. W. U. members were on the pic­
k e t line  and the ASebciated and the 
United T ex tile  W orkers Unions were in  
the shops—the expellers of the L e ft Op­
position fro m  the Com m unist pa rty  com­
p la in  o f the delay which, they say,

^con Trotsky ’Writes on Stalin’s Latest Speech

A  New Zig-zag and the New Dangers
S ta lin ’s speech a t the conference of 

the economists on June 23, is o f ex­
ceptional in terest. N o t because i t  con 
ta ins  any deep gengralizaltioqs, broad 
perspectives, precise summaries, clear 
p ra c tica l indications. There is nothing 
of th is  sort. C lipped thoughts, as a l­
ways, de libe ra te ly  ambiguous fo rm u la  
tions w h ich  may be tw isted one way or 
the other, the casting o f the blame upon 
the executors complete d isharm ony be­
tween conclusions and premises— a ll 
these qua lities  and features o f bureau­
c ra tic  inconsistency penetrate S ta lin ’s 
speech through and through. B u t out 
o f the confused web o f the speech, facts 
break through w hich can no longer be 
passed over in  silence. These facts give 
the speech its  genuinely p o lit ic a l signi­
ficance. I f  i t  should be libera ted from  
the shell, the fo llo w in g  w i l l  be the re­
s u lt:  “ The L e ft Opposition, th is  tim e 
too, proved to be righ t. A l l  its  w a rn ­
ings have been jus tified . B u t we, the 
bureaucrats, w ith  our rude slander and 
w ith  our oppressions of the Opposition, 
proved to be ,the foo ls .”  S ta lin , i t  is 
understood, expressed these thoughts in 
d iffe ren t words. He continued, o f course, 
to thunder a t “ T ro tsky ism ”  w ith  cast 
iro n  banalities. B u t i t  is  not the bur­
eaucratic lo'gic o f S ta lin  w h ich  in terests 
us, bu t ra th e r the d ia lectics o f the econ­
omic process w h ich is m ig h tie r than 
the m ightiest bureaucratic incom plete­
ness o f thought.

THE F IV E  YEAR PLAN 
IN  FOUR YEARS

We learn from  the speech th a t the 
execution o f the in d u s tr ia l p lan pre­
sents a “ variegated p ic tu re ” . There are 
branches w h ich  have, fo r  five months 
yie lded an excess o f fo r ty  percent over 
the corresponding period last year, there 
are branches w h ich  have grown tw enty 
to th ir ty  percent, and fina lly , there are 
branches w h ich  have y ie lded on ly s ix  to 
ten percent o f g row th , and even less than 
that. As i f  in  passing, S ta lin  rem arks 
tha t to  the la s t category belong the 
coal industry and heavy metallurgy, tha t 
is, the rea l base o f industria liza tion . 
W hat Is the re la tion  of the d iffe ren t 
parts o f economy among themselves? On 
th is  score, there is no rep ly. Yet, upon 
the rep ly  to th is  question depends the 
fa te  o f the F ive  Year Plan. W ith  a 
w rong com putation o f the parts, a house 
in  construction may collapse a t the 
th ird  o r the fo u rth  storey. W ith  inco r­
rect planning, and w ha t is s t i l l  more im ­
portant, w ith  the in co rrec t regu la tion  of 
a p lan  in  the process o f its  execution,

indus try  consist o f i f  its  effectiveness is 
no t measured and not checked up in  an 
ever m ore precise m anner? We learn 
fu r th e r th a t “ the regime o f economy 
ra tio na liza tion  o f in dus try  have long ago 
[ ! ]  gone out o f s ty le ” . Does the speak­
er weigh h is own words? Don’t  they 
sound like  a m onstrous slander o f Sov­
ie t economy, and p r im a r ily  a merciless 
ind ic tm ent o f the highest command? “ I t  
is a fac t,”  S ta lin  continues, “ th a t la te ly  
the costs o f p roduction in  a whole series 
o f enterprises started to rise.”  We know 

‘w hat such words as “ here and the re” , 
“ in  a whole series o f enterprises”  mean 
w ith  S ta lin . T h is  means tha t the speak­
e r is a fra id  o f the facts, smears them 
up, and m inim izes them. Under the 
words “ in  a whole series o f enter­
prises”  is concealed heavy in d u s try  : 
Y ie ld ing  six  percent increase instead of 
fo r ty  percent, i t  a t the same tim e drives 
upw ard the costs o f production, under­
m in ing  in  th is  maner the poss ib ility  of 
its  fu rth e r grow th . In  add ition  to this, 
i t  tu rns out th a t ca lcu la tion  is th row n 
overboard, and ra tio na liza tion  is out of 
style. Does no t the a la rm ing  conclusion 
come to the fo re  th a t the actua l s itua­
tion  is even d a rke r than i t  is presented 
by the speaker?

H ow  could th is  happen? W hy and how 
have accounting and ca lcu la tion  been 
th row n overboard? S ta lin  keeps silent 
about it .  Since when are the w a lls  of 
the economic p lan t bu ilt, no t according 
to plum b line  but according to the eye? 
W ith  his cha racte ris tic  precision, S ta lin  
rep lies : “ Long ago” . How is i t  th a t 
the  leaders d id  no t notice it?  S ta lin  is 
p ilen t. We w i l l  rep ly  in  his stead. Cal­
cu la tion , w h ich was not ideal even be­
fore, because the Soviet state has on ly 
begun to learn to keep an accounting on 
a state scale, was th row n  com pletely 
overboard from  the tim e tha t the bur 
eaucratic leadership substituted fo r  
M arx ian  analysis of economy and fle x i­
ble regu la tion , the naked ad m in is tra tive  
spur. The co-efficients o f g row th  have 
become questions of bureaucratic pres 
tige. W here is there place here fo r  cal 
elation? T ha t d irec to r o r cha irm an o f a 
tru s t proved to be the hero who “ com 
pleted and exceeded”  the  plan, having 
robbed the budget and having la id  n 
mine, in  the fo rm  of bad qu a lity  o f p ro­
duction, under the ad jacent branches o f 
economy On the contrary, the eeonom 
ists who tr ied  to calcula te correc tly  a ll 
the elements o f produdetion and did  not 
d rive ou t the sacred bureaucratic re ­
cords, constantly  fe l l  in to  the category

insurm ountable d ifficu lties fo r the u til iz a ­
tion  and development o f its  indubitab le  
successes. Nevertheless, the fac t th a t 

“ made i t  possible fo r  the N a tiona l Tex-( heavy indus try  has shown, instead o f a
t ile  W orkers Un ion w h ich  has no base 
in  the indus try  and lacks the confidence 
of the w orkers, to in je c t its e lf in to  the 
s itua tion .”

Yes, the word Renegade has a mean­
ing in  spite o f a l l the d is loya l use tha t 
has been made o f it .  I ts  m eaning is 
w ritte n  clear fo r a l l  to see in  the state­
ments quoted above.

I t  is reported th a t the “ Communist 
P a rty  (M a jo r ity  G roup )”  is going to 
change its  name. I t  Is high time.

— J. P. C.

. . ,  o f  the penalized. Now we hear from
the cris is  may un fo ld  towards the very, s ta lin  th a t in  indus try  there  is an
end o f the F ive  Year P lan and create I in te rrup ted  w o rk in g  week on paper” .

“ successes on paper”  “ a paper” , th a t is, 
a false, accounting. D id  not the Opposi­
tio n  w arn  in  every num ber o f its  Bul­
letin th a t naked adm in is tra tive  pressure 
is much more capable o f accelerating ac­
counting under orders, but not indus try  
its e lf :  state figures are fa r  more flexib le 
than steel and coal? D id n ’t  we w rite  
dozens o f tmes th a t the fu r th e r  S ta lin  
leads the F ive Year Plan, the more ex­
tinguished are the lanterns? T h is was, 
o f course, proclaim ed a counter-revolu­
tion a ry  slander. A l l  the blockheads, a ll 
the rogues, yelled about the “ defeatism ”  
o f the L e ft Opposition. B u t w ha t docs 
the ph rase : “ have long ago ceased to 
counit, to ca lcu la te”  mean i f  not th a t

th ir ty  to fo r ty  percent grow th, on ly  a 
grow th  o f s ix percent, "and even less 
than th a t” , is covered up by S ta lin  w ith  
the meaningless, t r iv a l phrase: “ The 
p ic tu re  is variegated.”

F rom  the same speech, we learn  tha t 
“ in  a number o f enterprises and econ­
omic organizations, they long ago [ ! ]  
ceased to  count, to  calculate, to make 
up actua l balances o f incomes and ex­
pend itures” . When one reads these lines, 
he does not believe his eyes: How  is th is  
so? W hat then does the leadership of

the apparatus-men have extinguished the 
lanterns? I f  long ago, then why did  the 
ch ie f mechanic keep s ilen t so long? We 
w ro te  about the extinguished lanterns 
two years ago. The question arises: can 
anyone more clearly , more categorica lly 
a ttes t to his inconsistency? Is n ’t  i t  c lear 
tha t the transfo rm a tion  o f the F ive  Year 
Plan in to  a fo u r p lan was an act of 
the most light-m inded adventurism?

The basic conclusion is po in ted out 
qu ite precisely in  the d ru ft  o f the p la t 
fo rm  o f the In te rn a tio n a l Opposition. 
“ The ad m in is tra tive  chase a fte r  “ m axi­
mum ' tempos m ust give way to the ela­
boration o f optim um  (the  most advan­
tageous) tempos which do no t guarantee 
the fu lf il lm e n t o f the command o f the 
day fo r  d isplay purposes, bu t the con­
s tan t g row th  of economy on the basis 
o f the dynam ic equ ilib rium , w ith  a cor­
rect d is tr ib u tio n  o f domestic means and 
a broad, planned u tiliz a tio n  o f the w o rld  
m a rke t” , (page 43.)

THE PROBLEM OF THE  
WORKING FORCE

S ta lin  in fo rm s us, fo r  the f irs t tim e 
w ith  such c la r ity , th a t the execution of 
the plan is hindered by the lack, no t only 
o f sk illed  workers but o f live  w ork ing  
forces in  general. Th is fa c t may ap­
pear im probable a t f irs t sight. The 
Russian v illag e  has included w ith in  i t ­
self, from  tim e im m em oria l, obvious and 
hidden reserves o f surp lus popu lation 
which, moreover, increased an nu a lly  by 
hundreds of thousands. The grow th  of 
the Soviet farm s, the co llec tiv iza tion  and 
the mechaniztiou of a g ricu ltu re  should 
n a tu ra lly  have increased the num ber of 
those m ig ra ting  from  the village. The 
danger, i t  would appear, proceeded from  
the fo rm a tio n  o f gigantic reserves o f the 
arm y o f labor. B u t no, i t  appears tha t 
the a ttra c tio n  o f the peasants to the 
c ity  has ceased completely. Is  i t  not 
because the con trad ic tions between the 
c ity  and the v illage have disappeared?

WHAT IS  A RENEGADE?
Denuncia tion is an indispensable wea­

pon in the arsenal o f the p ro le ta rian  rev ­
o lu tion is ts . Lenin insisted on i t  and 
expla ined th a t unless re fo rm is ts  and be­
traye rs  were exposed and denounced by 
the ir proper name the w orkers would not 
know whom to  tru s t  in  the movement o f 
cris is . In  recent years, we have seen 
th is  p rinc ip le , lik e  a ll o f Le n in ’s teach­
ings, perverted and dis to rted and turned 
in to  its  opposite. Denunciation and epi­
the t have ben employed so w ide ly— and 
so fa lse ly— tha t they lost, fo r  a tim e, 
much o f th e ir  meaning and power. Nev­
ertheless, Le n in ’s idea re ta ins a l l its  
v a lid ity  and is beginning to show itse lf 
c lea rly  again through the fog o f slan­
der and fakery. Events have helped th is 
as they he lp every revo lu tiona ry  p r in ­
ciple.

L e t us take the word “ renegade” . T h is  
ep ithet fo r  turncoats and tra ito rs  is a 
sword of razor-edge in  the hands of 
the p ro le ta r ia t to be used sparing ly— 
and always surely. I f  i t  is d is loya lly  
employed to hack ind isc rim ina te ly  in  ev­
ery dispute  w ith in  the camp of the rev­
o lu tion , i t  loses its  sharpness to cut 
down tra ito rs  on th e ir  way to the camp 
o f the enemy. B u t this, un fo rtuna te ly , 
is the way i t  has been used, as we have 
seen in  Am erica fo r  the past three 
years.

Who w i l l  fo rge t the cry  o f "renegade”  
w h ich Lovestone, seconded by Foster, 
hurled a t the Am erican section o f the 
L e ft  Opposition. I t  d id  not destroy us 
i t  is true, fo r  genuine in te rna tiona lis ts  
wear an a rm or against it .  Misused in  
th is  sham eful way, the word los t its  
power and significance fo r  a tim e. I t  
became a jest, as useless as a b lunted 
sword. And yet the w ord  means some­
th ing, i t  rem ains a weapon in  the hands 
o f those who use i t  honestly. The in ­
cidents in  Paterson have done m uch to 
restore the meaning o f the word, to  re-

A fte r  a ll, in  the th ird  year o f the F iy  
Y’ear Plan, we “ entered in to  socialism  
B u t no, in  S ta lin ’s last speech, we do not 
see anyth ing about the rea liza tion  o f 
socialism. The siwaker became much 
more modest and confined h im se lf to a 
sim ple  reference to the im provem ent o f 
the position o f the peasant poor. We 
have no in ten tion  to contest the fa c t i t ­
self. However, as an exp lanation o f the 
stopping o f the flow  o f people fro m  the 
village, i t  is com pletely insufficient. Have 
the conditions o f life  o f over one hun­
dred m illio n  peasants im proved so ra ­
d ica lly  th a t the c ities have lost the pow­
er of a ttra c tio n  fo r  them? T h is  m ight 
be the case on ly i f  we as'sumed th a t the 
position of the c ity  workers d id  no t rise 
s im ultaneously du ring  th is  tim e but was 
s ta tionary  or even lowered. S ta lin  brings 
us r ig h t up to th is  harsh  conclusion, 
w ithou t, however, c a llin g  i t  by its  name’.

The ch ie f place in  his speech is de­
voted to  the fact tha t in dus try  is under­
m ined by the tu rno ve r o f the w ork ing  
force by the “ genera l”  movement from  
enterprise to enterprise. A t a tim e when 
the flo)w from  the v illage to the c ity  
stopped com pletely, the tu rnove r w ith ­
in in du s try  and p a rtly  away from  indus­
try  altogether has grow n immensely 
S ta lin  in form s ns th a t in  the m a jo rity  
ot enterprises the com position of the 
workers changes “ du ring  h a lf a year or 
even a qu a rte r o f a year by a t least

from thirty to forty percent”. T h is  fig­
ure, w h ich  w ou ld  appear im probable had 
i t  not come from  S ta lin , w i l l  appear par­
t ic u la r ly  th rea ten ing i f  we take in to  con­
s idera tion the ad m in is tra tive  struggle 
w h ich the trade  un ion bureaucracy, to­
gether w ith  tha t o f the pa rty  and the 
Soviets, led against the tu rnover fo r  the 
past years. The proverb says, “ Le t w e ll 
enough alone” . The grow th of a tu rn ­
over signifies th a t under the conditions 
ex is ting  in  the th ird  year o f the F ive 
Year F lan, the w o rk ing  masses feel 
restless. The ch ie f reason fo r f lic  tu rn ­
over is seen by the bureaucracy in  the 
in co rrec t system o f wages, in  its  too 
great equalization. No m atte r how th is 
question should be solved— we sha ll re­
tu rn  to th is  la te r— i t  does not in  its e lf  
exhaust the problem of the tu rno ve r to 
any extent. I f .  du rin g  h a lf a year el­
even a quarter, the w orkers  of an en­
terprise are renewed “ a t least th ir ty  to 
fo r ty  percent” , th is  means th a t not on ly 
the sk ille d  upper s tra ta  but the w ork ing 
mass as a whole are in  a position o f per­
petual m ig ra tion . Accord ing to the 
words o f .Stalin, the w o rke r makes 
i t  h is aim to “ w o rk  a l i t t le  and 
then to go elsewhere, to a d iffe ren t place, 
to seek fo rtu n e ” . In  th is benign, but in  
essence trag ic  phrase, S ta lin , w ith o u t 
no tic ing  it ,  approaches (he basic defect 
o f the F ive Year F la n : the rude d is­
tu rb ing  o f the economic balance to the 
detriment of the workers. G igantic elec­
t r ic  stations, factories, are lie ing con­
structed, great quantities o f m achinery, 
trac to rs , are turned out, the v illage  is 
being collectiv ized but the pro le tarians, 
who should lie the basic core o f th is  
whole g igantic process, m igrate a t the 
same tim e from  place to place in  search 
o f fo rtu n e ” . No, the flow  o f w ork ing  
forces from  the v illage to the c ity  ceased 
not because the peasantry achieved some 
sort o f an ideal well-being, but because 
the pos ition  o f the w orkers— this m ust be 
said honestly, c learly, openly— extrao r­
d in a r ily  worsened in  the last period.

The d ra ft  p la tfo rm  o f the In te rn a tion - 
a l L e ft Opposition says: “ The standard 
o f liv in g  o f the workers and th e ir  ro le 
in  the state— is the highest c rite ro n  o f 
socia list successes.”  I f  the S ta lin is t 
bureaucray would approach the tasks o f 
p lann ing and o f a liv in g  regu la tion  o f 
economy fro m  th is  standpoint, i t  would 
not miss fire  so w ild ly , every tim e, i t  
w ould no t be compelled to conduct a 
po licy  o f extravagant zig-zags, and  would 
n o t b e c o n  iro n  led by p o lit ic a l dangers.

The I  la tfo rm  o f the Russian Opposi- 
tion warned five years ago: “ The Men­
sheviks, agents o f the bourgeoisie among 
the workers, po in t tr im p h a n tly  to 
m ate ria l wretchedness o f our 
They are try in g  to
n it  against the Soviet state, to induce 
ou r workers to accept the bourgeois- 
Menshevik slogan, ‘Back to cap ita lism .’

he complacent officia l who sees ‘Me.i- 
shevism ’ in  the O pposition’s 
upon im proving the m ateria l 
o f the workers, is  pe rfo rm ing  the best 
Possible service to M e n s h e v ik .
‘ Ule workers under its  ye llow
banner.”  (Page 42.) J w

One m ust not deceive him self. The 
ph j s ical m igrations o f the worlc 
become the pre-condition 
m igrations.

the 
workers, 

rouse the pro le ta r-

insistence
cond ition

rers may 
fo r  p o litica l

(To Be Concluded)
— LEO N  TRO TSKY.

Problems oi the Spanish Revolntion

Mistakes of Comrade Maurin
(Continued fro m  Last Issue)

Tlie Theory of the Four Revolutions
Accord ing to comrade M au rin , there 

are fo u r revo lu tions to be realized in  
Spain: the economic revo lu tion, the  pol 
it ic a l revo lu tion, the re lig ious revo lu­
tion , and the na tiona l revo lu tion .

T h is way o f pu tting  the question is 
w rong from  every angle and has abso­
lu te ly  no th ing in  common w ith  M arxism . 
A ll revo lu tions have an economic char­
acter. I f  they d id  not have, there w ould 
be no such revolutions, fo r  they are char­
acterized precisely by the fa c t th a t they 
rad ica lly  tra n s fo rm  economic re lations. 
On the other hand an economic revo lu­
tion  w h ich  is no t a t the same tim e pol­
it ic a l w ould have no meaning, inasmuch 
as po litics, as has been said tim e and 
again, is  no th ing  bu t “ «oncentrated 
economics” . In  th is  way, one cannot 
speak of an economic re vo lu tion  and a 
p o lit ic a l revo lu tion  as two d is tin c t amd 
separate ideas.

The re lig ious revo lu tion  th a t upset 
Europe in  the nineteenth century was 
precisely an economic and p o lit ic a l rev­
o lu tion , characterized by the strugg le  
o f the bourgeoisie against feudalism , 
w h ich had found its  p rin c ip a l defender 
in  the papacy. In  Spain, in  re a lity , i t  
is not the problem o f the re lig ious rev­
o lu tio n  th a t is posed bu t ra the r 
the problem  o f the re la tions  between 
the church and state, wh ich is  on ly 
one aspect o f the bourgeois-dem­
ocra tic revo lu tion. T h a t is w hy in  th is  
sense i t  can be said th a t in  re a lity  none 
of the re lig ious revo lu tions o f the s ix ­
teenth century can be considered as 
such. R e lig ion  is on ly  the fo rm a lity  
which covers up the struggle o f cap ita l­
is t society against feudalism .

The same can be said about the pro­
blem' o f na tiona lities . In  ou r country, 
i t  is no t the problem  o f a na tiona l rev­
o lu tion  th a t is  posed, bu t ra th e r o f a 
movement o f em ancipation o f the na­

tion a lities , wh ich is s im p ly noth ing but 
one aspect o f the bourgeois-democratic 
revo lu tion .

In  Spain, there fore, there is en ly  one 
revo lu tion  to  be carried  out, as a con­
sequence o f the con tra d ic tion  ex is ting 
between the productive re la tion» and 
the ju r id ic a l-p o lit ic a l superstructure. 
A nd th is  revo lu tion  can have at its  head 
on ly  the w o rk ing  class, establishing its  
d icta torsh ip .

The Question o f N a tiona lities

In  dealing w ith  the socalled “ na tiona l 
revo lu tion ” , M au rin  made a declaration 
wh ich produced great astonishment, not 
among the in te llec tua ls  o f the Ateneo, 
as he claims, bu t among the Commun­
ists. “ I  am going to  make an asser­
tio n ”  lie said, approxim ate ly, “ which 
may cause amazement: The Catalonian- 
B a lea ric  Com m unist Federation is sep­
a ra tis t.”

The astonishent o f the  Communists 
could no t be more jus tified .

The em ancipation movement of the op­
pressed na tiona lities  constitutes a rev­
o lu tiona ry  fac to r of the f irs t  ordee and 
plays a ro le  o f ex trao rd ina ry  im portance 
in  the bourgeois-democratic revo lu tion. 
The Communist could by no means adopt 
an a ttitud e  o f p ro h ib itio n  towards th is  
movement, d isd a in fu lly  considering tha t 
i t  “ is an a ffa ir  o f the bourgeoisie”  o * 
com batting i t  in  the name o f an abstract 
in te rna tiona lism  which on ly  serves in  
re a lity  as a cover fo r  im peria lism , as a 
defense o f despotic centra lism . The 
Communist, who is the vigorous enemy 
o f a ll oppression, w i l l  pronounce h im ­
self de term inedly fo r  the recognition of 
the r ig h t o f the peoples to  dispose free ly  
o f th e ir  destinies, inc lud ing  th e ir  r ig h t 
to  separation fro m  the state o f which 
they fo rm  a pa rt i f  th a t is  th e ir  Wi3h. 
On th is  po in t, there cannot be the s lig h t­
est am biguity. B ut, does th is  mean th a t 
the Com m unist Should declare h im se lf 
pa rtisan o f independence? In  no way, 
least o f a ll in so fa r as the  Communists

o f the oppressed nations are concerned, th e ir  position and thev ln v , 
The du ty of the Com m unist w i l l  con-
s is t of figh ting  against a l l chauvinism  
w h ich seeks to liqu ida te  the class s trug  
gle in to  a na tiona l un ity , and o f plae 
ing  above the na tiona l differences the 
so lid a rity  o f the p ro le ta r ia t o f a ll the 
peoples.

M au rin  would not have adopted a 
fundam enta lly  erroneous o rien ta tion  in  
th is  h ig h ly  Im portan t question if ,  in ­
stead o f tu rn in g  his back contemptuously 
to the Russian revo lu tion , he had d runk 
d ire c tly  a t the foun ta in  o f the theory 
and the practise o f the B olshevik party. 
Len in  le ft us a pe rfec tly  constructed 
doctrine on the na tiona l question. M au­
r in  ought to have draw n liis  Insp ira tion  
from  it ,  g iv ing  up h is  s te rile  a ttem pt 
to  create an absurd theory  about “ na­
tiona l revo lu tion ” .

National Convention or Dictatorship 
of the Proletariat?

Inso fa r as the appreciation o f the 
events in  Spain is  concerned, there is 
one po in t upon which a ll the tendencies 
o f Communism concur: the Spanish rev­
o lu tio n  finds its e lf  today in  the bour­
geois-democratic stage.

The differences come fo rw a rd  when 
i t  is a m a tte r o f se ttling  the strateg ic 
and tac tica l line. The S ta lin is ts , copy­
ing s lav ish ly  Len in ’s fo rm u la  o f 1905- 
1907, f in a lly  abandoned by Len in  h im se lf 
in  1917— and no t its  s p ir it— pu t fo rw a rd  
the slogan o f the “ dem ocratic d ic ta to r­
sh ip  o f the w orkers and the peasants”  
as i f  between the bourgeois repub lic  
and the d ic ta to rsh ip  o f the p ro le ta ria t 
there could ex is t an in te rm ed ia te  regime. 
This conception led the Chinese revo lu­
tion  to  an enormous disaster. The Com­
m un is t L e ft Opposition, d raw ing its  in ­
sp ira tio n  not fro m  dead fo rm u lae  but 
fro m  liv in g  experience, declares th a t 
the bourgeois-democratic revo lu tion  can 
on ly  be rea lized by the d ic ta to rsh ip  of 
the p ro lé ta ria t. The Communists m ust 
no t lose s igh t o f th is  stra teg ic line  ot

e to subor­
d inate th e ir  tactics to It. T h is  does not 
exclude, but on the contrary, i t  p re­
supposes dem ocratic slogans in  the pre­
sent period towards the end th a t the 
w orker and peasant masses sha ll con­
vince themselves, upon the basis o f th e ir  
own experience, th a t the on ly  road lead­
ing  to th e ir  em ancipation is the estab­
lishm ent of the p ro le ta rian  d icta torship.

M au rin  who according to h is declara­
tions, is not an “ o rthodox”  Communist 
(w ha t does he mean by this? fo r  up 
to now the orthodox Com m unist has ev­
erywhere been the one who remained 
true  to the doctrine o f revo lu tiona ry  
M arx ism ) but who, in  re a lity , endeavors 
to adopt an in term ediate line  between 
S talin ism  and the Communist L e ft Op­
position, does not pronounce h im se lf e i­
the r fo r  the position o f the fo rm e r or 
fo i tha t o f the la t te r : but, as we have 
said, po litics  does not -tolerate a vacuum ; 
and tha t is why, seeing h im se lf obliged 
to adopt a defia ite  position, he chooses 
the road o f the rad ica l pe tty  bourgeoisie. 
“ The Constituent,”  lie says, “ cannot rea l­
ize the dem ocratic revo lu tion. T h is  m ust 
be the w o rk  of a na tiona l convention 
directed by the advanced elements of 
the Ateneo o f M adrid .” . The au thor 
of these lines finds h im se lf obliged to 
combat v igorously th is  fa lse p o in t o f 
view  which, should i t  tr ium ph, would 
bring  incalculable ev il to the Spanish rev­
o lu tion . No assembly o f the bourgeois 
democratic type— we contend— can rea l­
ize the dem ocratic revo lu tion  under the 
present circumstances. The Jacobins of 
today are the Communists and no t the 
advanced elements o f the Ateneo, ty p i­
cal representatives o f the rad ica l pe tty  
bourgeoisie condemned to impotence. 
The sole organism  equivalent today to 
the French convention o f the eighteenth 
century cannot be o ther than the con­
gress o f the Soviets o r o f the revo lu­
tio n a ry  Juntas, instrum ents o f the die--

tu to rsh ip  o f the p ro le ta r ia t and the su­
preme expression o f p ro le ta rian  dem­
ocracy as against bourgeois democracy. 
The po in t o f view  o f M au rin  can on ly 
lead to d ive rtin g  the masses from  th e ir  
true objectives and to strengthen ing th-dr 
illu s ion s  in  the poss ib ility  o f a (leei,. 
going dem ocratic revo lu tion  realized by 
the pe tty  bourgeoisie.

The
bound to M.

au thor o f those lines has been
j . . m ,n n  I'.v an old and sincere 

friends iup  a,ld  it is not w ith o u t sorrow 
th a t lie has decided to somhat his or-
~ e r - 0f  y ie" ’- Hut, amicus 
i  la to , sed lnagis arnica veritas (P la to  is
my friend , hut tru th  I  hold m ore dear- 

) •

O n ly ideological c la r ity , the indispens­
able basis fo r  effective action, can avert 
d isaster fo r  the Spanish revo lu tion. We 
uo u ld  like  to believe, nol w ithstand ing 

M au rin— although sin<-<tha t
m Madrid lie has l,a<l disturbing relapses 

m il correct his mistake.« <,„,i 
to rectify his 
ardently desired, by all 
gard him as a force of 
in the Spanish Communist 
Barcelona

his m istakes and decide 
equivocai position. I t  ls 

fhose tv ho re ­
tile  f irs t orde* 

movemeiit.
-A N D R E S  - \ í n .
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