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LEON T R O T S K Y

The Spanish Revolution O n  the Order of 
the Day for the Left Opposition

♦  ♦  ♦

The course o f events today puts on 
the agenda an Imposing question on the 
subject o f which the L e ft Opposition can 
and m ust say its  word. 1 speak o f the 
Spanish revo lu tion . I t  is not a question 
now o f a c r it ic is m  a fte r the event; i t  
Is a question fo r  the in te rna tiona l L e ft 
O pposition o f an active in te rven tion  in  
the events in  order to prevent a catas­
trophe.

We have few  forces. B u t the advan­
tage of a revo lu tiona ry  s itua tion  consists 
precisely o f the fac t th a t even a sm all 
group can become a great force in  a 
b r ie f space of tim e, p rov id ing  th a t i t  
gives a correct prognosis and th a t i t  
issues correct slogans in  tim e. I  a llude 
no t on ly  to our Spanish section, d ire c tly  
invo lved by the events, bu t also to  a l l 
ou r sections, because the fu r th e r  the 
revo lu tion  advances, the m ore i t  w i l l  
d raw  the a tten tion  o f the  w orkers 
throughout the w o rld . The ve rifica tio n  
o f the p o lit ic a l lines w i l l  take place be­
fore the eyes o f the w o rld  p ro le ta rian  
vanguard. I f  we a re  re a lly  the L e ft 
w ing, i f  we are re a lly  strong through 
ou r correct revo lu tiona ry  conception, we 
m ust show th is  streng th  in  a p a rtic u la r ly  
sharp m anner d u rin g  a re vo lu tio n a ry  sit- 
na tion . I f  we are re a lly  in te rn a tio n a l­
ists, we m ust do th is  w o rk  on an in te r­
na tiona l scale.

Tw o Basic Questions
Tw o fundam enta l questions m ust be 

pu t square ly by us ; (1 ) the question 
o f the general character o f the Spanish 
revo lu tion  and the stra teg ica l line  th a t 
flows from  it ,  and (2 ) the question of 
the correct tac tica l u tiliz a tio n  o f dem­
ocra tic  slogans and o f pa rliam en ta ry  and 
revo lu tiona ry  possib ilities. I  endeavor­
ed to  say everyth ing essentia l on these 
questions in  m y las t w o rk  on Spain. 
Here I  w an t on ly to  express m yself sum­
m a rily  on the to ta l ity  o f the questions 
on w h ich  we m ust pass over to  the  o f­
fensive a long the whole line  o f the  Com­
m un is t In te rn a tion a l.

O ught we to look fo rw a rd  in  Spain 
to  an in te rm ed ia te ..revo lu tion  between 
the accomplished repub lican revo lu tion 
and the fu tu re  p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion , 
a socalled “ w o rkers ’ and peasants’ ”  rev­
o lu tion , w ith  a “ dem ocratic d ic ta to r­
sh ip ” ? Yes o r no? The whole s tra te ­
gica l line  is determ ined by the rep ly  to 
th is  question. The offic ia l Spanish pa rty  
is sunk up to  its  neck in  an ideological 
confusion on th is  fundam enta l qu es tio n ; 
a confusion w h ich  was sown and is s t i l l  
being sown by the epigones and w h ich  
finds its  expression in  the program  of 
the  C. I .  ¥ e  have here the po ss ib ility  
o f unm asking from  day to day before 
the  p ro le ta ria n  vanguard, in  the lig h t o f 
l iv in g  facts, the whole emptiness, the 
whole absurd ity  and a t the same tim e, 
the te rr if ic  danger represented by the 
fic tion  o f a m iddle-of-the-road, in term e­
diate revo lu tion.

The leading comrades o f a l l  the sec­
tions m ust have in  m ind th a t i t  is pre 
c lse ly  we, as the L e ft  w ing, who m ust 
place ourselves upon a  so lid  scientific 
basis. Thoughtless dabb ling w ith  ideas. 
Jou rna lis tic  charla tanism  in  the s ty le  of 
Landau and Co., are con tra ry  to  the 
very essence of a p ro le ta ria n  revo lu tion ­
a ry  faction. The fundam enta l questions 
o f the revo lu tion  m ust be studied in  the 
same way th a t engineers study the re ­
sistance o f m atte r o r doctors study ana­
tom y and pathology. The problem  of the 
perm anent revo lu tion , thanks to  the 
events in  Spain, has now become the cen­
tra l problem  o f the In te rn a tio n a l L e ft 
Opposition.

D em ocratic Slogans
The questions of dem ocratic slogans, 

of the u tiliz a tio n  o f the elections and, 
la te r on o f the Cortes, are questions o f 
revo lu tiona ry  tactics subordinated to  the 
general question of strategy. B u t the 
most correct s tra teg ica l fo rm ulae are 
w o rth  no th ing  i f  one does no t find  a 
tac tica l so lu tion to  these form ulae at 
every given moment. However, m atters 
look very bad in  Spain from  th is  po in t 
o f view. The French newspapers com­
m unicate the news according to which 
the leader o f the Catalonian Federation, 
M aurin , was to have said in  his M adrid  
speech tha t his organ ization w i l l  not 
pa rtic ip a te  in  the elections because i t  
does no t believe in  th e ir  “ s ince rity ” . Is  
i t  possible tha t th is  be true? I t  would 
mean the M au rin  is not approaching the 
problems o f revo lu tiona ry  tactics from  
the po in t o f v iew  o f the m ob iliza tion  of 
the. forces o f the p ro le ta ria t, bu t from  
the po in t o f view  o f m o ra lity  and pa rty  
bourgeois sentim entalism . T w o  weeks 
ago I  would have believed tha t the 
bourgeois press is recounting s tu p id itie s ; 
hu t a fte r having acquainted m yse lf w ith  
the  p la tfo rm  o f the Cata lonian Federa­
tio n , I  am obliged to acknowledge th a t 
th is  newp m onstrous as i t  m ay be, 
is nevertheless no t impossible and must 
not be excluded in  advance.

On th is  line , wc m ust inaugura te a 
p itiless  strugg le in  our own ranks. I t  
Is e n tire ly  absurd and unw orthy to 
qua rre l w ith  various groups on the sub-

ct o f the functions, the righ ts  and the

prerogatives o f the Secretariat a t a tim e 
when we have no common basis in  p r in ­
ciples w ith  these groups. I  have in  m ind 
above a l l the “ Prometeo”  group w h ich  is 
in  disagreement w ith  the Bolshevik- 
Lcn in is ts  on a ll the fundam ental ques­
tions o f strategy and tactics. Nobody 
must be allowed to s tifle  these profound 
divergences by noisy quarre ls  on organ i­
zational grounds and by unprincip led 
“ blocs”  whidh degenerate in ev ita b ly  in to  
in trigues behind the scene.

The Lessons o f China
F o llo w in g  the Russian experience, the 

question o f dem ocratic slogans in  the 
revo lu tion was posed anew in  the course 
of the struggle in  China. However, a l l 
the European sections did  not have the 
poss ib ility  of fo llo w in g  a ll the stages 
o f th is  struggle. Thanks to th is  fact, 
the discussion on these questions had a 
semi-academic character fo r  certa in  com­
rades and fo r  ce rta in  groups. B u t to ­
day, these questions are the very in ca r­
na tion o f the struggle, o f life . Can we 
pe rm it ourselves to be bound hand and 
foot at so im p o rtan t a h is to rica l tu rn ­
ing  point? Just as du ring  the Sino-Rus- 
3inn con flic t w h ich  tlireaterfed to  le t 
loose a w a r we could no t lose ourselves 
in  discussions over whether i t  was nec­
essary to support the Soviet Un ion or 
Chiang Kai-Shek so today, face to face 
w ith  the Spanish events, we cannot even 
adm it an ind irec t respons ib ility  fo r  the 
sectarian, sem i-Bakunin ist superstitions 
o f certa in groups.

M y p rac tica l proposals are summed up 
in  the fo llo w in g :

1. A l l  the sections m ust place the 
problems o f the Spanish revo lu tion  on 
the order o f the day.

2. The leaderships o f ou r sections 
m ust fo rm  special commissions which 
should have as th e ir  tasks to  gather 
m ate ria l to go deeply in to  the questions, 
and above a l l to  fo llo w  a tten tive ly  the 
a c tiv ity  o f the offic ia l parties and the 
manner in  w h ich they pose the problems 
o f the Spanish revo lu tion .

3. A l l  the im portan t documents of 
Spanish Communism (o f a ll its  tenden­
cies) .must be communicated regu la rly , 
at least in  the fo rm  o f extracts, fo r  the 
in fo rm a tio n  o f a l l ou r na tiona l sections.

4. A fte r  a necessary preparation , each 
na tiona l section o f the Opposition m ust 
open the attack against the po licy o f the 
C om intern in  the Spanish revo lu tion. 
T h is  offensive can have d iffe re n t fo rm s : 
artic les  in  the paper, c r it ic a l resolutions 
open le tte rs, in te rven tion  a t meetings, 
in d iv idu a l w o rk , and w o rk  by groups, etc. 
B u t a j l these form s m ust be rigo rous ly  
coordinated.

5. F o llow ing  upon a certa in  prepara­
to ry  w o rk  in  the na tiona l sections, as 
w e ll as in  the In te rn a tio n a l Secretaria t 
i t  is indispensable to w o rk  out a M an i­
festo o f the In te rn a tio n a l L e ft on the 
Spanish revo lu tion  w h ich should be done 
in  the most concrete m anner possible and 
in  in tim a te  co llabora tion w ith  the Span­
ish section. This m anifesto w i l l  have to 
be given the largest possible d is tribu tion .

These are the concrete proposals. 1 
bog you to discuss them and a t the same 
tim e to send a copy to a l l the na tiona l 
sections so tha t the discussion w i l l  fo l­
low  sim ultaneously in  a l l o f them.
June 18, 1931

Relief and Defense for 
the Striking Miners

The coal operators and th e ir  gov­
ernm ent have acted concertedly 
against the m iners who are conducting 
so heroic and m il ita n t a struggle. I t  
is the task o f every worker, through­
out the country , to come to the im m e­
diate aid o f the s trike rs , to give a ll 
they can to hely bring  about a v ic to ry .

In  H a rlan , Kentucky, 17 m iners are 
being held on trumped-up’ charges o f 
m urder. E very w o rke r knows w hat 
th is  means. No e ffo rt should be 
spared to defend them. Funds to  as­
s is t them in  figh ting  a legal assas­
s ination  should be sent to  the General 
Com m ittee o f the I. W . W., 555 West 
Lake St., Chicago, 111.

In  Pennsylvania, Tom Myerscough, 
organizer of the N a tiona l M iners Un­
ion, faces t r ia l  soon fo r  "m anslaugh­
te r”  fo llow ing  the k il l in g  by thugs o f 
a s trike  sym pathizer. Others are in  
prison already in  Pennsylvania and 
Ohio. Funds should be sent to the 
In te rn a tio n a l Labor Defense, 80 East 
11th St., New Y o rk , N. Y.

Desperately needed re lie f—clo th ing  
and funds— should be sent to  the 
Penn-Ohio S tr ik in g  M iners F e lie f 
Committee loca lly  o r a t (111 Penn Ave., 
Room 205, P ittsburgh, Pa. A C T  N O W !

Acute Crisis Shakes Germany 
and Central European Lands

W hole Communist Movement of Europe Now Put to the Test

The la test reports a rr iv in g  fro m  Ger­
many ind ica te  th a t the adoption of the 
Hoover plan has no t achieved the task  i t  
procla im ed fo r  its e lf. The in te rn a l s it­
ua tion , instead o f being relieved has 
been greatly  aggravated. The delay 
brought about by the negotations between 
the Am ericans and the F rench has ca ll 
ed fo r th  an unprecedented f lig h t o f capi­
ta l from  Germany, nearly  $500,000,000 
leaving the country w ith in  the period of 
the last te ir weeks. The collapse o f the 
Danat Bank, the  financia l in s titu tio n  
most in tim a te ly  hound up w ith  the rise 
o f German im peria lism  and the subse­
quent bank ho liday have brought in  th e ir  
wake som ething resem bling a l i t t le  ea rth ­
quake in  cen tra l European finances. The 
m ark is not being quoted a t a l l  on 
several exchanges. In  Belgium , H u n ­
gary and o ther European countries, es-

Rank and File Illinois Miners Ready for a 
New and Militant National Movement
Events are m oving fas t in  the m in ­

ing in du s try  o f the country a t the pre­
sent tim e. M iners figh t w ith  guns in  
K entucky. Pennsylvania and Ohio m in­
ers courageously figh t against some o f 
the w ors t odds ever encountered. Thou­
sands o f West V irg in ia  m iners answer a 
s tr ike  ca ll against s ta rva tion  conditions 
and in  support o f the Pennsylvania and 
Ohio m iners. Tw o thousands m iners In 
F ra n k lin  county, I ll in o is ,  s tr ik e  against 
s ta rva tion  w h ile  w ork ing . Rum blings 
are heard from  the Colorado coal fields. 
Rank and file  m iners in  convention un­
o ffic ia lly  ta lk  o f the ca llin g  o f a gen­
era l s tr ik e  in  I ll in o is  soon. The coal 
m iners o f Am erica seethe w ith  revo lt 
against the ty ranny  and hunger th a t pre­
va ils  w ith in  th e ir  m idst. Is  i t  an aw­
akening to action th a t w i l l  f in a lly  set 
the m iners o f Am erica in to  a pow erfu l 
movement a fte r 12 dreary  years o f suf­
fe rin g  smashing defeats?

Im p o rta n t events are tak in g  place in 
I ll in o is  w h ile  th is  is being w ritten . 33,- 
000 miners are in  session, a ttending a 
ran k  and file  m iners ’ convention. Called 
fo r  the purpose o f reh ab ilita tin g  th e ir 
un ion and c leaning out the fakers, the 
m iners tha t have responded to th is  ca ll 
are m otiva ted by greater ideas than the 
selection of a new set o f officers. The 
rotten s ta rva tion  conditions th a t sta lk 
throughout the country are no t absent 
in  I llin o is . The rank and file  m iners’ 
convention embodies the last fra n tic  ef­
fo rts  of a group o f m iners, m iners who 
have been organized so lid ly  since 1897- 
98, to save th e ir un ion and figh t against 
the bosses and th e ir agents who would 
com pletely reduce them to the  level of 
the unorganized fields. Events in  the 
Eastern states fu r th e r  b ring  hopes to 
the m iners o f I llin o is .

The report o f the credentials com m it­
tee o f the convention shows th a t 230

delegates representing 33,000 m iners are 
present. In  com parison w ith  the figures 
o f the secretary-treasurer o f the reac­
tio n a ry  w ing of the union, W a lte r Nes- 
b it, 71 percent of the m iners o f I l l l in o is  
are represented. M ore delegates were 
responding a fte r the f irs t report o f the 
creden tia l committees. A  decisive m a jo r­
ity  of the I l l in o is  m iners are thus re­
presented m aking the convention o f 
great importance. F u rth e r estim ation on 
the im portance o f the delegation reveals 
th a t i t  comes m a in ly  fro m  mines th a t 
are actua lly  a t w o rk  a t the present tim e. 
Accord ing to  the report of the I ll in o is  
departm ent o f M ines and M inerals, 34,- 
009 m iners worked du ring  the m onth of 
June. A  canvass o f the delegates reveals 
tha t 27,000 m iners ac tu a lly  w ork ing  are 
represented, thus g iv ing  the convention 
approxim ate ly  80 percent of, the m iners 
in  the state who are w o rk ing  in  the 
mines. About 48,000 m iners are a l l  th a t 
there remains in  the state. Readers w i l l  
remember th a t 50,000 m iners have been 
driven  from  the I ll in o is  coal fields in  7 
years.

The convention convened w ith  attacks 
fro m  the three corners o f the enemy. | 
The I llin o is  Coal Operators Association 
came ou t w ith  statem ent admonishing the 
I l l in o is  m iners th a t “ when the con tract 
expires m idn igh t M arch 31, 1932 no other 
organ ization w i l l  be recognized bu t dis­
t r ic t  No. 12, U n ited  M ine W orkers o f 
Am erica” . The D is tr ic t  and In te rn a ­
tio n a l unions came out w ith  statements 
attack ing the convention. However, the 
a ttack o f the Lewis w ing was not so ve­
hement as th e ,W alke r d is tr ic t organiza­
tion . Several days before the conven­
tion , two leaders o f d iffe ren t mines were 
placed in  ja i l  by the she riff of F ra n k lin  
county. Im m ig ra tio n  au thorities invaded 
the fields and made threa ts  to various 

(Continued on page 3)

peeia lly in  Centra l Europe where na­
tio n a l banks are also crashing, German 
currency is not accepted fo r  payment.

W hat the adoption o f the Hoover p lan 
did  perhaps achieve, is the postponement 
o f the fo rm a l and im m ediate dow n fa ll of 
the Young P lan which would have 
brought in to  sharp view  a whole series 
o f in te rna tiona l entanglements o f a cat­
astrophic nature. As m atters stand at 
present, the Brueuing government, fee l­
ing  tha t fo r  the tim e  being its  externa l 
hardships are over, is preparing  fo r  an 
intensified campaign on the in te rna l 
fro n t. The re lie f brought about by the 
suspension o f repara tion payments, has 
been am ply offset by the w ith d ra w a l of 
fo re ign p riva te  cred its  and by the con­
tinued export o f cap ita l. The s itua tion  
in  the Reich is even more serious than 
i t  was a m onth ago.

A l l  hope o f fo re ign a id  is gone. The 
government is concentra ting every e ffo rt 
towards the exp lo ita tion  of in te rna l “ re­
sources”  by extending the already ex is t­
ing  emergency decrees. Despite the pro­
mises made on the basis o f the m ora to r­
ium , the decree reducing the last crumbs 
o f Unemployed Insurance stands nnd a 
whole s tr in g  o f even more outrageous 
an ti-w o rk ing  class p o lit ic a l measures 
are being contem plated, in vo lv ing  a ll 
round wage cuts, more in d ire c t taxa tion  
and more reduction o f social benefits. 
In  view  o f a l l these planned steps, the 
B ruening governm ent has already, w ith ­
in  the last few  days suspended a l l Com­
m un is t publications, according to  d is­
patches, and proh ib ited  a ll open a ir  
meetings. The reactionary H ja lm a r 
Schaclit, the fo rm er president o f the 
Reiclisbank and an avowed representive 
of the H ugenberg-H itler N a tiona l Bloc 
is being mentioned fo r  the post o f ex tra ­
o rd in a ry  F inance Commissioner, to  be 
especially created fo r  him . T h a t th is 
means a decisive step tow ard a d ic ta to r­
ship cannot be disputed. W hether the 
U n ited States cap ita lis ts  w ou ld  consent 
to the establishm ent o f a German Fascist 
d ic ta torsh ip , w ith  a ll the neo-im perial­
is t German am bitons tha t i t  involves and 
u l l the unrest th a t w ould in ev itab ly  fo l­
low  i t  on the scale o f the en tire  con tin ­
ent, is another question en tire ly .

In  the meantime, the cris is  is tearing 
on at a high pitch. A l l  the p o litica l fa c ­
tions  are tre-arming feve rish ly  in  the 
contest fo r  state power. W h ile  the gov­
ernm ent is steering to the R ight, the 
popu lation as a whole is m oving tow ard 
the Le ft. The fascists are devoid of any 
stable mass basis, the social democracy, 
which has fo llow ed a t the ta i l  o f the 
reactionary Bruening governm ent fo r  the 
past sixteen months, is regarded w ith  
suspicion by broad sections o f the w o rk ­
ing class. The Communists who, ac­
cord ing to the admissions of the cap ita l­
is t press itse lf, are the on ly p o litica l 
group w ith  a defin ite plan o f action, are 
once again, as several tim es in  the past,

Combine the Miners' Struggles into a United Front!
In  the Ju ly  issue 

of the pa rty 's  theor­
etica l organ, The Communist, W illia m  Z. 
Foster w rites  about the I ’ennsylvania- 
Ohio coal s tr ike  in  the fo llo w in g  w o rd s : 
“ I t  is  too ea rly  to speak of the mistakes 
and shortcom ings of the s trike .”  W ith  
th is  sentence, F oste r achieves an in v o l­
un ta ry  frankness which m ust be exam­
ined before i t  is “ too la te ”  to  speak o f 
the p r in c ip a l m istake w hich is being 
made by the leadership of the tens of 
thousands o f m iners who are figh ting  
such a m agnificent ba ttle  in  the Eastern 
coal fields.

Is  Foster looking fo rw ard , as has be­
come the custom in  the offic ia l Commun­
is t movement, to such a fa ta l outcome 
o f the struggle as w i l l  requ ire  th a t type 
o f “ se lf-c ritic ism ”  w h ich  a contented 
bureaucracy has made so odious— the 
type o f “ c r it ic is m ”  w h ich repeats mech­
an ica lly  th a t “ ou r line  was correct”  but 
i t  "« a s  no t applied co rre c tly ”  by func­
tiona ry  A  or committee B  o r rank and 
f ile r  C? E very recent action o f the 
pa rty , every struggle i t  has undertaken 
or led, has wound up w ith  th is  so rry  
epitaph. E very im p o rta n t action, a t 
whose commencement i t  was “ too early  
to speak o f the m istakes and shortcom ­
ings”  found its  trag ic  conclusion in  the 
columns o f the pa rty  press, filled  w ith  
lam entations, w ith  c ritic ism s  o f w ha t 
was wrong, w ith  b lustering apologies 
calcula ted to “ place the blame”  on any­
body o r anyth ing, so long as the p r in ­
cip le  o f the in fa l l ib i l i t y  o f the leader­
ship o f the day is  preserved in tact.

The Stalinists A re Pursuing a Sectarian Policy Which Keeps the Insurgent Movements Separated F ra n k  K eene j, Moo

On the present occasion, fa r  too much 
is a t stake to a llow  such contem ptible 
horse-play to pass fo r  sagacity and lead­
ership. The s itua tion  is r ife  w ith  splen­
did  opportun ities fo r  the m ilita n t labor 
movement. A  com bination o f c ircum ­
stances is a t hand which has not been 
there fo r  a long tim e past. S ow  more 
than ever is a correct course im pera­
tive. A m istake in  po licy is tre b ly  and 
ten fo ld  disastrous in  such a b ig  s itua tion . 
T h a t is w hy F oster’s whole approach to 
the problem o f .the “ possib ly”  wrong 
policies in  the s tr ike  is so dangerously 
false. I t  is not too early. We m ust 
speak out now w h ile  there is s t i l l  tim e 
to act.

W H A T  IS  H A P P E N IN G  IN  
T H E  COAL F IE L D S ?

To know w hat to  do, we m ust f irs t be 
clear about w hat is. D riven  under the 
lash of a desperation induced by te r r i­
fic suffering and accentuated by a series 
o f wage cuts, tens of thousands o f m in ­
ers in  W estern Pennsylvania w ent out 
on strike , the w ork ing  m iners jo ined in  
in tim a te  so lid a rity  w ith  those th row n 
out of w ork. Under the influence o f 
th e ir  resistance, thousands o f other m in ­
ers fro m  the coal fie lds o f Eastern Ohio 
and N o rth e rn  West V irg in ia  have jo ined 
in  the w a lkou t. The s trike  is almost 
en tire ly  under the leadership o f the Na­
tio n a l M iners Union and the Rank and 
F ile  Committee organized by it .  The 
m ilita n c y  and so lida rity  o f the s trikers

— men and women, Negro and w h ite— 
are in  the best tra d itio n  of the g lorious 
struggles of the Am erican m iners in  the 
past, and are excelled on ly by the m ur­
derous fe roc ity  and abom inations w ith  
wh ich the coal operators and th e ir  
armed forces have answered the res is t­
ance o f the workers.

B u t the movement guided by the N. 
M. U. does not complete the p ic tu re  o f 
w hat is happening in  the Am erican coal 
fields. There are a t least three o ther 
d is tinc t, active movements in  other parts 
o f t'he country.

In  H a rla n  K entucky, thousands o f 
m iners have been out on s tr ik e  fo r  
weeks. The N. M. II.  and the Commun­
ists are no t leading th a t s tr ike  and up 
to the present, a t least, have v ir tu a lly  
no influence upon it .  The s trike , as 
m ilita n t in  every respect as the one in  
Pennsylvania, is led by the loca l organ i­
zation o f the U n ited M ine (W orkers of 
America, and, from  fa ir ly  re liab le  re­
ports, the I.  W. W . has an- appreciable 
influence among the s trike rs .

In  the m in ing section around K an­
awha, West V irg in ia , some 23,000 m iners 
went on s trike  last week in  th is  fie ld 
o f b itte r ly  fought battles and betrayals. 
Here too, the influence o f t'he N. M. U. 
and the Communists is neglig ib le . Tne 
s trike  is under the leadership o f the in ­
dependent M iners ’ U n ion o f W est V ir ­
g in ia , which s p lit away from  the ro tted  
h u lk  o f the Lewis IT. M. W. I t  is led 
by such fo rm er U. M. W . leaders as

ney and others, and 
is more o r less in tim a te ly  associated 
w ith  the Muste movement, one o f whose 
spokesmen, Tom  T ippe tt, is  in  charge 
o f the re lie f at Charlestown. The griev­
ances o f the long-sufferiug men are those 

*o f the Pennsylvania, the Ohio, the Ken­
tucky  m iners, o f the m iners throughout 
the country.

In  the Southern I ll in o is  coal fie ld  the 
resentm ent and dissatis faction o f the 
m iners continues to make its e lf  heard 
w ith  grow ing insistence. U n fo rtuna te ly  
dom inated by confusion and lack o f cer­
ta in ty  as to the way out of the morass 
in to  w h ich the coal operators and th e ir 
labor agents have dragged them, they 
are nevertheless groping fo r  a solution. 
Deeply ind ica tive  o f ferm ent among them 
are the various rank and file  conferences 
Which are held fo r  discussion and ac­
tion . B oth  the Lew is and the F 'LhwIck 
machines are so tho rough ly  discredited 
th a t they dare not pu t in  appearance. For 
Its  blunders of the past and o f today, 
the N. M. TJ. has l i t t le  influence here 
ns w e ll. Worse yet, 'po litica l sharpers, 
smooth demagogues, hungry asp irants to 
office, concealed henchmen o f Lew is or 
F a rrin g ton— a ll rub  shoulders a t these 
conferences w ith  the re fo rm is ts  o f the 
Muste school, each seeking to cap ita lize 
upon the discontentm ent o f the miners.

A l l  these movements have a common 
ro o t; the a ttem pt o f the coal barons to 
load the burdens o f a s ick indus try  upon 
the shoulders o f the m iners, and theft

(Continued on page 4)

facing the te s t: Can they make the ir 
program , the program  o f the pro le ta rian  
d ic ta to rsh ip  th a t means an end to a ll 
im p e ria lis t treaties and agreements, th a t 
ins titu tes  the socialized p lann ing  o f in- 
o u s try  and abolishes crises and unem ­
ploym ent—can they make th is  program 
the program  o f the oppressed and dis­
inherited  masses? — S. G.

♦  ♦  ♦

I.L.D. Sabotages the 
Opposition Defense

How  the present leaders of the In te r­
na tiona l Labor Defense have priva te ly  
sent out de libera te ly m isleading in fo r ­
m ation, to the po in t o f dow nright lies, 
in  connection w ith  the case of the tw o 
Philadelph ia Oppositionists, Morgenstern 
and Goodman, who have ju s t been con­
victed in  cou rt of “ sed ition” , is made 
clear from  some le tte rs  which the Com­
m un is t League of ¿W erica (O pposition) 
now has in  its  possession.

The two m ilita n ts  were arrested and 
held a number of months ago in  P h ila ­
delphia fo r  d is tr ibu tion  o f a leaflet o f our 
organization on the question o f unem­
ploym ent.

The leafle t was the evidence introduced 
by the prosecution which brought about 
the find ing o f g u ilty  against them. From  
the beginning o f the case, the tw o work­
ers, persecuted under the same F lynn  
A n ti-S ed ition  A c t and fo r  the same rea­
sons as other Communist w orkers have 
been, appealed to the Philadelph ia  I .  L. 
D. to take over the defense o f the ease, 
to organize pub lic  pro test meetings, agi­
ta tion, legal a id, and so fo rth . The I.
L. D . refused to  give- the tw o m ilita n ts  
any assistance. On the con tra ry , i t  
fo rc ib ly  ejected the tw o o f them  from  a 
un ited fro n t Scottsboro defense confer­
ence to which th e ir organization had 
delegated them.

The so lita ry  reason w hy the I.  L . D. 
has sabotaged the defense from  the very 
outset is th a t the tw o w orkers belong to 
the L e ft  Opposition, th a t they have poli- 
ic a l views d iffe ring  from  those o f the I.  
L . D .’s present officers and the Commun­
is t p a rty  leaders who con tro l them. This 
scandalous v io la tio n  o f the statutes and 
the trad itions  o f the I. L. I). na tu ra lly  
brought down upon the heads o f it's 
officials a protest from  a ll sides. Unable 
to defend th e ir  sabotage, the I .  L. D. of­
fic ia ls  instead lied  about the ir position. 

Engdahl’s Falsehoods
On March 10, the fo llo w in g  le tte r was 

sent by the I. L. D. to  Roger Baldw in; 
d irector o f the Am erican C iv il L iberties 
U n io n :
“ Dear Com rade:

“ In  rep ly  to you r le tte r o f M arch 9, 
addressed to George M aurer, w i l l  state 
th a t the In te rn a tion a l Labor Defense 
both in the Philadelph ia  D is tr ic t, and 
through our na tiona l bureau, hqs voted 
to defend Goodman and Morgenstern, in  
connection w ith  the other cases i t  is de­
fending under the sedition law.

“ We are wondering whether the C iv il 
L ibe rties  Union has taken any steps w ith  
regard to th is  case. I  intended to speak 
to you about th is  m atter yesterday, but 
i t  slipped my m ind.

“ V ery sincerely 
“ In te rn a tio n a l Labor Defense 

(Sgd.) "J . Louis Engdahl
"G enera l Secretary.”

On M arch 11, in  rep ly to the protest 
o f a B rook lyn  w orker, Ben jam in Gross, 
the I .  L. D. not on ly repeats the fa lse­
hood about its  alleged w illingness to 
handle the case, but asserts tha t i t  “ has 
taken over”  the defense. The le tte r i l l  
fu l l  reads:
“ Dear Com rade:

“ In  rep ly  to you r le tte r o f M arch 7, 
we can on ly  say th a t you are very much 
in  e rro r regard ing the defense o f M or­
genstern and Goodman. O ur organiza­
tio n  in  the Philadelph ia  D is tr ic t, lias 
taken over the defense of these tw o 
workers, g iv ing  them the same protection 
as a ll the o ther workers facing persecu­
tion  under the F lyn n  Sedition Law  in  
Pennsylvania.

“ W ith  comradely greetings,
"J . Louis Engdahl 
“ General Secretary.”

Thus, on March 11, Engdahl announced 
th a t the I.  L. D. had already “ taken over 
the defense” . Yet on M arch 25, the I.  B. 
D. rep lied to a protest from  a member 
o f its  N a tiona l Committee, Gerry A lla rd , 
by w r it in g ;

“ Dear A l la r d :
“ We have you r long le tte r concerning 

the case o f the two Philadelph ia w o rk­
ers, th e ir  arrest, and the a ttitud e  o f the 

(Continued on page 3)
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G E  R  iff A  JV Y

The Latest Decree 
Against the Workers

The B ruening government has issued 
a new emergency decree. E very emerg­
ency decree of th is  government leads to 
a fu r th e r worsening of the position of 
the to il in g  masses. The disbursements 
o f unemployment insurance and cris is  
provis ion are cut down fu rth e r. The 
youth under 21 is henceforth robbed of 
any support. The du ra tio n  o f support 
o f seasonal w orkers is cu t down, the 
insurance provisions are reduced. The 
vo lun ta ry  ob ligation to labor, which 
means no th ing but forced labor is raised 
to the level o f a law. The ag ra rian  tax  
usurers rem ain untouched, sugar is 
made increasing ly  dear. The salaries of 
the sm all and m iddle class offic ia ls are 
cu t down, bu t the high pensions, on the 
con tra ry, rem ain unchanged. The w ar 
inva lids , the poorest o f the to ile rs , again 
have th e ir  support reduced. The Em ­
ergency decree contains s t i l l  o ther pro­
visions which s ign ify  new burdens fo r  the 
explo ited. A n end is made to  the a l­
ready feeble rem nants o f communal self- 
ndm in is tra tion .

Policy of German Bourgeoisie
The po licy o f the Germany bourgeoisie 

is unconcealed. W ith o u t any democratic 
hindrances, i t  continues its  robber po licy 
towards the p ro le ta ria t. The defic it of 
the coun try  is to  be born exclusive ly by 
thé to ilers, bu t the bourgeoisie m ust at 
the same tim e  increase its  profits. W hat 
Is the genuine meaning of th is  decree?

The German bourgeoisie is s tr iv in g  to 
destroy w ith  a l l the means a t its  com­
mand, the positions s t i l l  rem aining to 
the w o rk ing  class and to suppress I t  
completely. The rea liza tion  of th is  aim  
is given over to Fascism. B u t aside from  
Fascism, the poss ib ility  is  s t i l l  le ft  to 
the bourgeoisie to rea lize its  plans w ith  
the aid o f the Bruening government which 
is supported by the social democracy. 
Th is road cannot be accompanied by such 
dangerous convulsions as w ould be the 
case w ith  a Fascist upris ing. B ruen ing ’s 
road is s t i l l  the surest one. I t  does not 
take from  the w o rk ing  class a ll its  p o li­
tica l, economic, c u ltu ra l and social r igh ts  
a t one blow. B y th is  tac tic  o f the bour­
geoisie, the social democratic leaders 
gain the poss ib ility  to continue th e ir  be­
tra ya l not on ly of the h is to rica l in te r­
ests o f the w ork ing  class bu t also of 
th e ir da ily  interests, w ith o u t any great 
obstacles in  the ir path. On th is  road, 
i t  is  easier to  ta lk  the masses in to  the 
no tion th a t the decree m ust be Issued 
fo r  emergency reasons. W ith  the an­
nouncement o f each emergency decree, 
the w orkers on ly protest, bu t fo r  the 
moment they do not yet rebel.

In  every emergency decree the main 
po in t is directed against unemployment 
support. Is  th is  done out o f reasons of 
emergency, of economy? Is  th is  rea lly  
the main reason? The bourgeoisie knows 
c learly  tha t thanks to the organization 
o f the w o rk ing  class, its  po licy o f exp lo i­
ta tio n  is subject to certa in  lim its . The 
experiences of the fo rm er and the recent 
economic struggles have showed that 
w h ile  the betrayal o f the re fo rm is t bur­
eaucracy is incessant, at the same time, 
however, regardless o f the generally bad 
economic s itua tion  and the enormous un­
employment, no o r almost no s tr ik e ­
breakers appear. In  order to  achieve 
wage reductions o f from  th ir ty  to fo rty  
percent, however, the bourgeoisie needs 
the- support o f a strike-breakeis ’ guard. 
The in d u s tr ia lis ts  know  tha t the re form ­
is t bureaucracy, which w i l l  betray strikes 
in  the fu tu re  too, w i l l  then have s t i l l  
better arguments fo r keeping the workers 
back from  struggle. Throuh the reduc­
tio n  o f unemployment support, the bour­
geoisie hopes to demoralize and to dis­
organize a pa rt o f the w ork ing  class, 
to make them a reservo ir o f s tr ik e ­
breaking fo r  the fu ture .

The Aims of the Decree
Since the young workers under 21 have 

no t yet had the poss ib ility  to  gain a 
firm  class consciousness through p o lit ic a l 
and trade union tra in ing , since they s t i l l  
have few  trad ition s  o f struggle, the bour­
geoisie believes tha t i t  can sooner yoke 
them to its  policy. The young w i l l  fo l­
low the old. The next emergency decree 
w i l l  reduce the support o f add itiona l 
categories. The bourgeoisie w ants to 
abolish the wage scale system. The pre­
sent emergency opens a free road. The 
bourgeoisie ca lls  i t :  “ Re-establishment 
o f Che freedom of m otion o f p riva te  
ru le .”  In  re a lity , the in troduc tion  o f 
coolie wages is to be atta ined in  th is  
manner. The w o rk ing  class need have 
no illus ions on a change o f th is  po licy 
w ith ou t struggle. The po licy o f the bour­
geoisie in  th is  question is system atic and 
conscious of purpose. The a im  o f a l l 
the emergency decrees is to destroy the 
s t i l l  ex is ting  a b ility  o f the w o rk ing  class 
to struggle, to  create the conditions 
fo r  an enormoifs exp lo ita tion  po licy of 
finance capital.

To ho ld back th e ir  own adherents, 
who are being rad ica lized under the lash 
o f the cris is , from  the struggle against 
the present system, the Weises, Sever- 
ings, and s im ila rs  pa in t fo r  them a p ic­
tu re  o f the danger o f a Fascist overturn. 
Therefore, be tte r the Bruening govern­
ment, “ the lesser e v il”  ! A nd  the slogan 
has up t i l l  now s t i l l  kept back the 9. P. 
workers. In  the days o f the  cris is  in  
B e rlin . — F.

A R G E N T I N EClearing Away the Petty Bourgeois Fog

O n  the Road to the Proletarian Revolution in Spain
W ith  the fa ll in g  o f the monarchy, 

there begins in  Spain the revo lu tiona ry  
destruction of the cap ita lis t state. Spain 
is one o f the nations which, lik e  the 
Russia o f the czars, preserved the mon­
arch ica l fo rm  o f the state u n t il the 
epoch o f the fina l c ris is  of the bour­
geois system o f property. Passing through 
the h is to rica l period of the bourgeois 
revo lutions, cap ita lism , in d iffe re n t to the 
fo rm  of government, was in troduced and 
developed in  Spain in  a pa rasitic  m an­
ner, liv in g  by the graces of the despot­
ism of a ru lin g  bureaucracy w h ich the 
m onarch ist autocracy had m ainta ined 
u n t il then w ith  the las t resources o f a 
co lon ia l empire and w ith  the drawn 
blood o f a b ru ta lized and hungry peasant 
mass. Spanish cap ita lism  was a t no 
tim e the na tu ra l product o f the develop­
ment of the na tive pe tty  bourgeoisie. 
Hence the poss ib ility  fo r  the monarchy 
to succeed in  pro longing its  life  to  the 
present day, due to  the fa c t th a t capi- 
alism, from  its  f irs t steps onward, made 
the m onarch ist state its  own. I f  today 
we see the destruction o f the monarchy, 
i t  is not ju s t because o f the im puls ion  o f 
the “ ideological forces”  o f the pe tty  bour­
geois in te lle c tua l, but ra the r o f the ir re ­
s istib le  pressure o f the exp lo ited masses 
of town and coun try  fo r  whom, on the 
clock of h is to ry , the hour o f th e ir  rev­
o lu tion  has fin a lly  struck. I t  signifies 
no th ing tha t fo r  the moment i t  is  the  
ideologists o f the  petty bourgeoisie, the 
repub lican-socia list ( ! )  bloc w h ich is ap­
pa ren tly  on its  h igh horse. These poor 
illus ion is ts , reactionary Utopians w i l l  
not have long to w a it in  order to  receive 
fo r  themselves the sad lesson o f the 
events.

The pe tty  bourgeois in te lle c tu a l is  
pro found ly deceived thanks t ^  h is gross 
e rro r In perspective and apprecia tion of 
h is to rica l forces. N o th ing is more stup id 
and fu t ile  than the ignorant and charla- 
tan is t abuse th a t M arce lino Domingo 
and others o f those who make up the pre­
sent p rov is iona l government practise by 
com paring h is to rica l situa tions in  order 
to establish a system o f foo lish  analo­
gies, devoid o f any content'. C on tra ry  to 
the be lie f and to the “ theory”  o f the 
pe tty  bourgeoisie which “ ru les”  today, 
the revo lu tiona ry  duel in  Spain is being 
engaged in  not between the feudal st te 
and democracy, bu t ra th e r between rue 
cap ita lis t state and the in d u s tr ia l pro le­
ta r ia t a llie d  w ith  the exp lo ited peasant 
masses. The pe tty  bourgeoisie, the soc­
ia l foundation of the ideology o f the gov­

ernment, a lthough num erica lly  pretty, 
considerable, is com pletely lack ing in  
po litica l and economic independence and 
its  h is to rica l fu tu re  is absolutely n il.  I ts  
effectiveness as a leading force o f soc­
ia l destinies is a th ing  o f the past, be­
fore e ither capita lism  o r its  na tu ra l 
consequence— the p ro le ta r ia t—bad made 
its  appearance on the scene. The in e v it­
able fa te  o f the petty bourgeoisie in  th is  
c r it ic a l period o f the destruction of capi­
ta lis t  c iv iliz a tio n  is to  serve as assis­
tan t to  one o f the 'two great forces 
which com pletely f i l l  the palisades of 
h is to ry, the p ro le ta ria t and the big capi­
ta lis t  bourgeoisie. W ith  the fo rm er, i t  
goes to  the pro le ta rian  revo lu tion  (Rus­
s ia ), w ith  th e ' second, to fasc is t coun­
te r-revo lu tion  ( I ta ly ) .  Th is is the d i l ­
emma, w ith ou t any possible m iddle-way 
fo r the pe tty  bourgeoisie. The d ic ta to r­
ship of the p ro le ta r ia t is the on ly  solu­
tion  offered by h is to ry  to enable hum an­
ity  to rise to a superior type o f c iv iliza ­
tion, socialism. Fascism is e n tire ly  eon 
t ra ry  to a h is to rica l so lu tion ; i t  only 
re tards the effective so lu tion o f the 
same problem, since Fascism is nothing 
hu t the last reso rt to a ferocious d ic­
ta to rsh ip  by a degenerated capita lism  
w ith o u t a fu tu re .

The fa c t tha t the Spanish state, u n til 
A p r i l 14 last, retained the fo rm  o f a 
despotic m onarchy, is enough fo r  the 
cowardly coterie of in te llec tua ls  who 
“ ru le ”  today to conclude th a t i t  is a 
question o f a feudal state. N a tu ra lly , 
th is  “ sm a ll”  m an ifesta tion  of a h is to rica l

mirage leads s tra igh t to a consideration 
of the rest o f the popu lation as a mass 
o f slaves and fu tu re  “citizens”  engaged 
in  overth row ing the ty ranny  in  order, 
at the next stage, to po lish  up the sacred 
“ righ ts  of man and the free c itizen” . 
A lfonso X I I I  is Louis X V I ; Zamora is 
N ecker; P rie to  is D a n to n ; M arce lino 
Domingo is Robespierre . . . and so on 
down the line. A lca la  Zamora and M ig­
uel M aura represent the G irondist fac­
tion . A  b it  ungraceful is the end o f the 
firs t act o f th is  “ tragedy", seeing th a t 
these operetta Jacobins so g a lla n tly  as­
sisted the “ despot”  to  flee across the 
fro n tie r, ca rry in g  w ith  h im  the people’s 
m illions. And la s tly , we have s t i l l  to 
hear the sound o f “ The G irondins have 
betrayed us ! To the lan te rn  w ith  the m !"

In  th is  false h is to rica l analogy, the 
product of a complete ignorance o f the 
rea l content o f the revo lu tion  is rooted 
the m u ltitude  o f -democratic illus ions  of 
the pe tty  bourgeois in te llec tua ls  who, 
like  a th ick  m antle o f fog, ve il the soc­
ia l re a lity  and prevent the clear exam in­
ation of the genuine character o f the 
struggle and the forces at hand. The 
narcotic effects of th is  k in d  o f ideo log i­
cal opium is fe lt not on ly  in  the sector 
of the petty bourgeoisie but also in flu ­
ences the a ttitud e  of the w ork ing mass­
es, lack ing in  c r it ic a l judgm ent and 
w anting  a p o lit ic a l leadership o f its  
own in  tune w ith  the state o f h is to rica l 
evo lu tion. A l l  th is  contribu tes heavily 
to the insolent van ity  o f tlie  in te llec tua l 
nucleus o f the pe tty  bourgeoisie which

has begun to take seriously its  ro le as 
champion in  the “ struggle fo r  the libe ra ­
tion  of the people from  the yoke o f des­
potism ” . Nothw ithstand ing, th is  false 
s itua tion  is pure ly  trans ito ry . I t  w i l l  
net take long fo r  the democratic in ­
tox ica tion  to be dissipated. R evo lu tion­
ary s itua tions are the strongest antidote 
to a ll varie ties o f poison and ambiguous 
ideals. The com ing events in  the Span­
ish revo lu tion  w i l l  make m anifest, w ith ­
out much delay w hat the dem ocratic bloc 
rea lly  is : a conglomeration o f illus ions 
which s im u la te  independent p o lit ic a l ac­
tion  is noth ing but one o f (lie masks (the 
sm iling  one) o f the counter-revolution. 
I f .  in  t lie  period o f a re la tive  eq u ilib rium  
of the social antagonisms i t  is possi­
ble fo r  ideas, born out o f a re a lity  o f the 
past, to appear as the proper norms of 
social life , the special v ir tu e  o f revo lu ­
tions rests precisely on the fa c t tha t 
they draw  to the surface, place in  the 
f irs t rank and accentuate to the highest 
po in t the antagonisms which had been 
veiled by the deceptive ideolog ica l m ist. 
This is w lia t w i l l  happen im m ediate ly 
in  Spain, m aking obvious to the b lin d ­
est the pro found ly reactionary and u to ­
pian character o f the socalled democratic 
bloc.

Against the view  o f pe tty bourgeois 
ideology, theo re tica lly  represented in  the 
prov is iona l governm ent —  theore tica lly  
and no more, since i t  has been proved in 
practise to the h i l t  th a t there is no place 
in  contem porary society fo r  a d irecting  
func tion  o f the pe tty  bourgeoisie; every 
government th a t is not the d irec t embodi­
ment o f the h is to rica l in terests o f the 
p ro le ta ria t, is an ins trum en t o f the capi­
ta lis t d ic ta torsh ip— we, M a rx ian  critics , 
the theorists o f the revo lu tiona ry  p ro ­
le ta r ia t, assert round ly th a t the Spanish 
m onarchy is no t a t a ll a feudal state. 
T h is  is the po litica l lie  o f the “ revo lu­
tio n a ry ”  democracy which, in  o rder to 
coun te rfe it a struggle fo r  an emancipa­
tion  which does not ex is t creats a fa n ­
tasy w ith  w h ich to d ive rt the popular 
masses from  the rent road o f the revo lu ­
tion. I t  is a question o f a maneuver 
through w hich the ru lin g  bloc tr ies  to 
hide its  reactionism  in  the service of 
big capita l. They believe, these igno r­
amuses, th a t i t  is possible to scoff a t h is­
to r ica l in tentions, ju gg ling  the tremen­
dous social tru th  by means o f exercizes 
in  ly r ic a l sleigh-of-hand. (To be con­
tinued .)

B ilbao — ES TE B A N  B ILB A O .

Uriburu Dictatorship 
Strangles Labor

The p o lit ic a l and social s itua tion  of 
A rgentine  is a t a s tan ds till ju s t now. 
The ru le  o f General U rib u ru  Is a f a i l ­
ure so fa r  as tlie  well-being of the coun­
try  is concerned. Even at the tim e of 
the las t w a r there was no t so much un­
employment as there is at the present 
t im e ; the  fa rm in g  population th is  year 
got the  biggest knock i t  ever had, w ith  
m illio ns  o f tons o f g ra in  unsold. The 
big bugs t ry  to  put the blame on “ Rus­
sia's dum ping” — but nobody seriously 
believes it.

Mum is the word in  the labor and 
social movement. The biggest crim e 
anybody can com m it now is to c ritic ize  
th is  government, so the socia list Van- 
guardia is the only one tha t comes out as 
usual. O f Communist and A narch is t 
papers there is no sign, since a ll the ir 
leaders are dispersed.

O f course, the ndvanced labor move­
ment is supposed to  be ready in  face of 
the reaction, such as the closing o f the 
labor ha lls  and unions, suppression o f 
the newspapers, denial of perm its fo r 
meetings and conferences, etc. B u t the re­
v iva l o f the procedure of ozarist Russia 
is something new in  South America. F o r 
the social and labor movements there 
is now no law  but the m il ita ry  la w — 
th a t is, the secret law  o f some generals 
and officers. A  man is taken fr6m  his 
house o r on the street and is inv ited  
to go over to the police s ta tion  o r to 
the barracks. F rom  there lie is sent 
to the ja i l  o r to  the m ilita ry  tribuna l. 
Then he disappears— perhaps exiled, de­
ported sent to ja i l  o r to Bslm aia (con­
v ic t settlem ent in  T ie rra  del Fuego). 
A l l  th is  w ith o u t a word to anybody. I l is  
frien ds  and re lations don’t  know whero 
the man has gone to ; the newspapers are 
s ilent. We don’t  know the number of 
men so dealt w ith , bu t i t  m ust ru n  in to  
the hundreds by t ills  tim e.

T ha t is why there is a dead calm  in  
the labor and social movements in  A r ­
gentine. E ve ry th ing  is paralyzed— hut 
men are th in k in g  and resentm ent Is 
growing.

The Conservatives are uneasy; th e  gen­
e ra l elections have been put back to 
November 8 ; the probab ilities  are th a t 
by tha t tim e th is  m ilita ry  goverment w i l l  
tie its e lf  in to  a knot.

— R. G.
Buenos Aires.

FOR THE SPANISH OPPOSITION PRESS
The events in  Spain fo llo w  in  ra p id  succession. Each day brings news 

o f the p ro le ta r ia t awakening to a rea liza tion  of its  strength. Every s trug­
gle, every s tr ik e  o f the w orkers brings them in to  sharper con flic t w ith  the 
bourgeoisie whom they helped to power against the m onarchy. The process 
o f d is illus ionm ent w ith  the ru lin g  power and o f enlightenm ent as to the ir 
own h is to ric  mission is s ink ing  its  roots deeply in the consciousness o f tho 
masses. O nly the Communists can hasten th is  process and place themselves 
a t the head o f the p ro le ta r ia t fo r  th e ir  fina l v ictory. In  th is  m agnificent 
work, the. L e ft O pposition in  Spain has taken its  place at the very head o f the 
movement. Reviled, slandered, persecuted, i t  is yet fo rg ing  ahead to the best 
of its  power. I t  needs the aid o f every m ilita n t throughout the w orld . Its  
press, the organ through w hich i t  speaks to  the class conscious w orker*, 
must he strengthened im m edia te ly. The M il ita n t appeals to a l l its  readers to 
give the most generous aid to our Spanish comrades. Funds are urgently 
needed. Send a l l you can to th is  great cause o f the revo lu tion . A l l  con­
tr ibu tion s  w i l l  be receipted and announced in  these columns. Send a ll 
moneys to comrade A. Gonzales, cave o f the M il ita n t,  84 East 10th St., N. Y. C.

The British Scene

M acDonald and Rationalization
In France

Economic Crisis and the Strikes
Has the MacDonald governm ent any 

"so lu tio n ”  fo r  E ngland’s crisis? Oh yes! 
B u t in  re a lity  it3  proposed “ so lu tion ”  is 
iden tica l in  content w ith  th a t o f the 
B r it is h  financia l in terests, a lthough quite 
d iffe rent in  fo rm  and in  the phraseology 
of its  presentation.

I ts  proposals are the overhauling of 
the in d u s tria l m achinery— ra tio na liza tion  
— w h ich  means closing o f “ unpro fitab le”  
mines, m ills  and fac to rie s ; more labor 
saving m ach ine ry ; more speed-up; great­
er output, and thus more goods a t low er 
costs o f production fo r  the already over­
stocked w o rld  m arkets. These proposals 
are already being carried out and fro m  
them flow the inevitab le  conclusion— in ­
creased unem ploym ent and wage cuts. 
The roya l cabinet s im ila r ly  proposes 
fu rth e r mergers o f establishm ents w ith ­
in  indus try  and finance. T h is  also has 
its  s in ister significance in  greater mono­
poly, and la rge r and more pow erfu l com­
bines to dicta te more effective ly w ork ing  
conditions.

I t  w i l l  be recalled tha t more than 
a year ago, when, B r it is h  financia l in ­
terests, fo llo w in g  in  the footsteps o f its  
two most pow erfu l com petitors, th e ir  
k in  o f the U n ited States and Germany, 
w ent in  fo r  ra tiona liza tion , the B ank of 
England employed at a roya l sa lary a 
ra tiona liza tion  d ic ta to r. H is  specific 
du ty  was to lay down term s fo r  ra tio n ­
a lization, when applications fo r  loans 
were made by in d u s tria l enterprises. 
The “ labo r”  governm ent became an e f­
fective handmaiden in  these schemes. 
The results are, as a lready stated, m ount­
ing unemployment and drastic wage cut­
ting.

A Campaign of Wage Slashing
To lend emphasis to the extent o f pre­

sent wage cu ttin g  ju s t a few  examples 
w i l l  prove illu m in a tin g : D u rin g  the 
m onth of A p r il,  about a m illio n  and a 
h a lf B r it is h  workers in  some o f the big­
gest and m ost v ita l industries accepted 
a reduced standard, cajoled in to  accept­
ance by th e ir reactionary leaders who 
he ld the w h ip  over th e ir  heads o f th rea ts 
to break $ny resistance. The ra ilw a y  un­
ions, embracing some 450,000 men, re­
ceived a cut, decreed by the  N a tiona l 
Wages Board, o f tw o and a h a lf  percent 
fo r  those earning less than $8.00 weekly 
and five percent fo r  those earn ing more 
than $8.00 weekly. O f the c le rica l 
grades, those earning more than $500.00 
yea rly  received a seven and a h a lf  per­
cent wage cut. T h is  is how the semi- 
governm ental agencies— of the " la b o r”  
government—fun c tion  to  help overcome 
the crisis.

In  the bu ild ing  trades the employers 
demanded wage cuts and changed grad­
ings in vo lv ing  fu r th e r  reductions fo r 
800,000 w orkers. Because o f a th rea ­
ten ing s trike  s itua tion , the un ion leaders 
induced them to  accept a s ix  months 
truce, hoping m eanwhile to more effec­
t iv e ly  prepare the actua l cuts. In  South 
Wales an “ independent”  a rb itra to r fin ­
a lly  rendered an aw ard ca llin g  fo r  a re ­
duction o f $1.75 a week fo r  162,000 coal 
m iners. Here also, when a s tr ike  be­
came threatening, the union leaders again 
succeeded in  ca jo ling them in to  accept­
ance on the prom ise o f asking the gov­
ernm ent fo r the passage o f a new m in ­
im um  wage law —w hatever th a t w i l l  
mean.

In  the Dottery trade, on the main
steamship lines, and in  the ship bu ild ing  
yards, wage cuts are demanded by the 
employers. About 1,000,000 men in  the 
engineering trades (m ach in is ts  and m etal 
w o rkers) have accepted a new agree­
ment in vo lv in g  reductions o f standards 
and w o rk ing  conditions. These examples 
are sufficient to  present a  p ic tu re  as to 
how the B r i!  !:h  workers fa re  under the 
ra tio n a liza tio n  of in du s try  by the “ labo r”  
government.

I t  should now be clear also why these 
pious Christian gentlemen o f the Mac­
Donald government, in  service to th e ir 
cap ita lis t masters, demand and p rom ul­
gate mergers o f in d u s tr ia l establish­
ments. T h e ir Coal M iners A c t o f las t 
year established a state supervising o r­
ganization based upon a reg iona l d iv is ion 
o f the In d u s try ; and, since the proof of 
the pudding is in  the eating, in  th is  in ­
stance i t  was presented in  the a rb itra ­
tio n  wage c u t decree to  the W ales m in ­
ers. Now the un ion leaders o f the Iro n  
and. Steel Trades Confederation propose 
to ask the government to bring  the in ­
du s try  w ith in  the contro l o f a pub lic  
u t i l i t y  eorporaton. T h e ir  efforts w i l l  
lik e ly  no t prove unava iling , the same as 
can possibly be said fo r  the e ffo rts  and 
loud clam ors of J im m ie Thomas in  the 
negotiations fo r  the wage cuts to the 
ra ijro a d  w orkers fo r  m ergers o f the 
ex is ting roads.

W ith  an overhauling o f in d u s tria l ma­
chinery, accomplished p r im a r ily  a t the 
cost o f a low er w o rk ing  class level B r i­
t ish  capita lism  nourishes its  hopes of 
s t i l l  m a in ta in ing  a leading position in  
the w o rld  m arket. A lthough  compelled 
to proceed from  a g rea tly  contracted 
basis i t  w i l l  undoubtedly figh t desper­
ate ly  fo r  its  d im in ish ing  ra tion . One 
section is focussing its  a tten tion  upon 
■the grow ing m arke t in  the U. S. S. R. 
W h ile  these upper c irc les are to rn  w ith

the conflic t between fu r th e r  extension o f 
trade re la tions w ith  the Soviet Republic 
or prosecution o f its  h yp ocritica l figh t 
against “ dum ping”  w hat they rea lly  
w ant is to change the present adverse 
balance, w h ich  has obtained ever since 
the re-establishm ent o f trade  re lations. 
According to t lie  figures o f the B r it is h  
Customs House, during the firs t quarte r 
of 1931, the Soviet Union sold goods to 
England to  the value of $31,266,635; 
w h ile  goods sold by England to the Sov­
ie t Un ion amounted to on ly $6,921,189.

The con flic t was qu ite c lea rly  express­
ed by S ir Geoffrey C la rk  a d irec to r of 
shipping and other companies, when he 
proposed the tw o alternatives. “ One,”  
he said, “ is un ited  action to re s tr ic t the 
im port o f Russian goods, w h ich is not 
easy to effect, especially as certa in  great 
countries are now reaping a harvest 
from  Russian orders. The other m eth­
od is to adopt a system o f ba rte r where­
by Russian goods would be pa id fo r  in  
the goods o f im porting  countries on the 
p rinc ip le  o f balanced exchange” . Yes, 
not on ly balanced exchange bu t i f  possi­
ble to get in  on tha t harvest. In  th is  
Jespect, t ile  B r it is h  cap ita lis ts  áre not 
the least sentim ental.

Extension of trade re la tions w ith  the 
Soviet Union in  successful com petition 
w ith  the o ther cap ita lis t powers, how ­
ever, involves the g ran ting  o f larger 
scale, long-term  credits o f w h ich  the 
w orkers ’ republic is. in  need. And ju s t 
a couple o f days ago, Thomas Johnson, 
w ith  the exalted t i t le  o f Lo rd  Privy- 
Seal, announced the in ten tion  o f g rant­
ing long-term  cred its fo r  an expected 
o rder o f up toward $50 000,000 fo r  heavy 
m achinery m ate ria l, The g igantic  strides 
o f the you th fu l Soviet in du s try  w i l l  yet 
fo r  some tim e to come require a grow ­
ing trade w ith  the cap ita lis t w orld , a 
grow ing im p ort of m achinery to bu ild  
the industry  tow ard a socia lis t level. 
W ith  long-term  cred its fro m  the cap ita l­
is t nations th is  task could undoubtedly 
be immensely fac ilita ted . Unemployment 
is steadily m ounting in  England and 
there w ou ld  seem to be a special oppor­
tu n ity  to set the B r it is h  workers in to 
m otion around the slogan of “ granting  
large scale credits to the Soviet U n ion.’ 
To demand from  the cap ita lis t ru le rs  to 
fu rn ish  such credits and to increase p ro­
duction in  E ngland of m achinery to the 
Soviet Union. T h is  special opportun ity  
belongs to the B r it is h  Communist Party. 
I t  would a ffo rd  the means o f creating a 
pow erfu l movement around a specific de­
mand upon cap ita lism  a t home. I t  
would a ffo rd  the means o f m aking the 
B r it is h  workers real pa rtic ipa to rs  in  the 
b u ild in g  o f Soviet industry .

Alas, th is  slogan, proposed by the In ­
te rna tion a l L e ft Opposition, has been 
declared counter-revo lu tionary by the 
S ta lin  Com intern regime. Thus by an­
other paradox grow ing in  the wake of

France is one o f the last o f the E u r­
opean countries to be gripped by the
economic cris is . In  possession o f an ab­
sorptive in te rn a l m arket and a t the same 
tim e a cheaply producing re fin in g  indus­
try  which opened the fo re ign  m arkets 
to it ,  cap ita lis t France looks back upon 
a p rosperity  period, w h ich  lasted in to  
the second 'half of 1930. Only in  the
autum n o f 1930 and the w in te r o f 1931
did the cris is  make its e lf fe lt  heav ily  in  
F rance too. The development o f the 
agrarian  c ris is  and the price fa l l  o f fin ­
ished goods th rew  French indus try  in to  
a d ifficu lt position, whose after-effects 
the w ork ing  class fe lt  qu ick ly  and fo r  a 
long tim e. Unem ploym ent assumed a 
great scope, re la tive  to French condi­
tions : instead o f the up to then preval­
ent shortage o f labor, w h ich  led to the 
im m igra tion  o f fore ign-born workers, 
hundreds o f thousands o f w orkers now 
found themselves e ither th row n  ou t of a 
job  com pletely o r pu t upon pa rt time. 
A t the same tim e, a stubborn offensive of 
cap ita l set in  to d im in ish  the wages and 
the general standard c f  liv in g  o f the 
workers.

How d id  the French p ro le ta ria t rep ly 
to th is  attack? In  general, the p ro le ta r­
ia t  has not yet taken up the defense 
energetically. Because the po licy o f the 
revo lu tiona ry  organizations, the Com­
m un is t pa rty  and t l ie C. G. T. U. (red 
trade union cen te r), as a resu lt o f thfl

Centrism , MacDonald can today appear 
alm ost unchallenged as the defender of 
recognition to  Soviet R epub lic ; as the 
defender o f trade re la tions w ith  i t  and 
as the sponsor o f extension o f these re ­
lations. The S ta lin  regime prefers to go 
the road o f back-door dealings to obtain 
cred its ra the r than bo ld ly  to procla im  
the slogan. T h is  method lends its  assist­
ance to bolster up the shaky government 
o f lib e ra l labor po litic ians. I t  streng­
thens the social re form ism  o f the despic­
able Fabian brand o f M acDonald in  the 
face of the inevitab le  B r it is h  w ork ing  
class revo lt. The a lte rna tive  w ou ld  un­
doubtedly' s tr ike  an immense sym pathetic 
chord among the B r it is h  w o rk ing  masses 
who have before proved th e ir  readiness 
to support the Soviet Union. I t  w ould 
help to make them rea l defenders o f the 
Soviet Union and become a source o f 
strength to the B r it is h  Com m unist P a rty  
B u t the leaders o f the p a rty  true  pro- 
otypes o f S ta lin ism , self-contented bu r­
eaucrats who have g radua lly  decimated 
the pa rty , are using th e ir  powers to 
prevent th is  poss ib ility .

— A R N E  SW ABEOK.

po licy of t lie  “ th ird  period” , caught i t  
in  an exhausted state, the influence o f 
bourgeois propaganda could make itse lf 
fe lt  very s trong ly in  broad sections of 
the w o rk ing  class. Tho steadily grow ­
in g  re fo rm is t organizations, on the other 
hand, endeavored to m a in ta in  the calm 
among the workers. The influence o t 
bourgeois propaganda was above a l l  ex­
pressed in  strong an ti-fo re igner currents 
against the three m illio n  fo re ign  born 
workers laboring  in  France and the h a lf 
m illio n  co lon ia l workers exp lo ited to  the 
bone by French capita lism . These anti- 
fo re igner currents, abetted by the re­
fo rm ists , penetrated r ig h t in to  the c ircles 
o f the revo lu tiona ry  organizations. They 
frequen tly  made th e ir  appearance no t 
on ly  in  the unemployment, councils fo rm ­
ed by the C. G. T. U. and in  the rev­
o lu tiona ry  trade unions, hut also in  the 
Communist pa rty  Itse lf.

The f irs t  big struggles broke out in  
August and September 1930, in  the per­
iod o f tra n s itio n  between the filia ting  
prospe rity  and the incom ing cris is . F o r 
years the French bourgeoisie was ac­
customed to see a meek p ro le ta ria t before 
it .  A  s trike  o f 4.000 to 5,000 workers 
was looked upon ns very im p o rta n t: most 
o f the lnbor conflicts were lim ite d  to a 
few  hundred pa rtic ipan ts  and s lig h t 
rises in  wages sufficed to send them back 
again. The bourgeoisie ca rried  through 
the ra tio na liza tion  o f the factories w ith ­
out. encountering any no tew orthy resist­
ance. To consolidate the apparatus o f 
power i t  in troduced — under the pre text 
o f protecting the w orkers against cer­
ta in  e v il*— social insurance which b u r­
dened them w ith  a tax  on wages in  the 
fo rm  o f compulsory' con tribu tions and 
chained them to cap ita lism  under D rac­
onic conditions. On Ju ly  1, 1930' the 
law  came in to  fo rce : at the same mom­
ent, a ferm ent set in  th roughout the 
coun try  Which fin a lly  broke ou t openly 
in  August in  the N o rth  o f France in  a 
movement which embraced close to 200,- 
000 te x tile  and m etal workers. Some 
sm alle r movements in  o ther parts o f the 
country ( fo r  example, in  the Low er Seine 
departm ent) flared up on ly  to be e x tin ­
guished again. The labor struggles in  
the N orth  lasted fo r weeks.

(To Be Continued)
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ON THE WORKERS’ FRONT
Rank and File Illinois Miners Ready for a 

New and Militant National Movement
(Continued fro m  page 1) 

fore ign-born local and state leaders. T h is  
w i l l  convince m any o f those who doubt 
the present s in ce rity  o f the rank and 
li le  movement, fo r  b itte r  opposition of 
th is  k in d  is no t directed a t take move­
ments. However, i t  m ust be pointed out 
th a t the re  is s t i l l  a strong Lew is danger, 
caused by several leading ind iv iduá is  
who have no t aggressively attacked the 
Lew is gang and have been sh ie ld ing i t  
under thé pretense of m a jo r ity  ru le.

The appo intive power was com pletely 
done away w ith . Every officer and every 
com m ittee of the convention was elected 
fro m  the lloo r. Kay Edmondson o f Zie- 
g ie r was elected president of the con­
vention. W ill ia n  Keck o f B e lle v ille  was 
elected secretary. Committees on Rules 
and Order, R ésolut.oils, Constitu tion, A p­
peals and Grievances, etc., were elected. 
The convention was th row n  in to  ho t de­
bate over the question whether to in ­
v ite  W a lke r and Lewis to appear before 
the convention. The difference of op in­
ion d id  no t center on the question of 
supporting e ither of these two fakers, 
bu t ra th e r deviated to the m ino r a rgu­
m ent o f :  (1) no t being a fra id  to face 
the w reckers and to pu t them on t r ia l  
before the convention, o r (.it) : the argu­
m ent against, tha t th is  was a ran k  and 
li le  convention and th a t those tha t the 
m iners were opposed to had no place 
w ith in  the m iners affa irs.

The question o f supporting the In te r ­
na tiona l un ion or not, came before the 
convention in  a reso lu tion  fo rm . T h is  
was the most im portan t im m ediate m at­
te r to  come up before the ran k  and file  
movement. Those in  charge had launch­
ed a b itte r  lig h t against the d is tr ic t gang 
bu t they had fa ile d  to take a definite 
step against the in te rn a tio n a l organiza­
tion . The c ry  of u n ity  was the unan i­
mous op in ion o f the m iners ; since the 
“ re-organized”  U. M. W. A. vs “ regu la r”  
U. M. 'W. A. figh t, the m iners of I ll in o is  
had been to rn  in to  two factions. These 
tw o factions never had any deep p o lit ic a l 
disagreement, m ere ly a personal fight. 
To see who was going to continue to rob 
the m iners, was the rea l issue involved. 
However, the I ll in o is  minersferfor a period 
o f tw o yearsi had fo o lis h ly  le t these 
in is  leaders s p lit them in to  two hostile 
camps. Rows th a t ended in  fierce fights 
aud gunplay were often the case. Yet 
when pressure came about, the cou rt 
in ju n c tio n s  subsided and the notorious 
compromise was enacted, leaving the 
m iners o f I l l in o is  once m ore to b ite the 
dust. The whole strugg le has now cu l­
m inated in  a pow erfu l rank and file  move­
ment. B y decision o f the convention, 
the m iners o f I ll in o is  recorded themsel­
ves so lid ly  against the In te rn a tio n a l and 
d is tr ic t  unions, ca lling  upon the m iners 
o f I ll in o is  to re fra in  from  sending dues 
to these tw o branches o f the organiza­
tion , looking a t the same tim e to the 
im m ediate po ss ib ility  o f ca lling  a N a tion­
a l Convention where the m any d iffe re n t 
forces o f the Am erican coal m iners may 
be amalgamated.

The Policies of the Stalinists
The po licy of the S ta lin is ts  re la tive  

to the N a tiona l M iners Union has been 
dealt w ith  many times. In  th is  conven­
tion , a fte r having o ffic ia lly  and pu b lic ly  
denounced the rank and file  movement, 
the N a tiona l M iners Union, entered as 
a faction  w ith in  the convention. The 
f irs t  step o f not w anting  to  w in  over 
the m iners was the c irc u la r they put 
ou t a tta ck in g  the convention and Hay 
Edmondson, the chairm an. Many o f the 
delegates took a ffro n t a t the position of 
the o ffic ia l pa rty  and demanded th a t these 
statements be w ithd raw n . A fte r  a re­
fusa l to  w ith d ra w  the charges against 
the convention and its  cha irm an the 
convention went, on record against the 
National M iners Union and refused to  
liv e  a id  to the s tr ik in g  Pennsylvania 
in d  Ohio m iners, a lthough they did  i l  
ow the floo r to a s tr ik e r o f the N a tiona l 

M iners U n ion from  the A llegany fields 
o f Pennsylvania. The provocative, dis­
rup ting  cocksure tactics o f a group of 
self-sty led “ l i t t le  Le n ins ”  has driven  
scores o f the best figh ters o f the I ll in o is  
m iners tem po ra rily  away fro m  the  L e ft 
wing. A  s trong  group o f fo rm er league 
and p a rty  members th a t were ready to 
support the line  o f the p a rty  became dis 
tusted by the system used in  dealing 
v ith  p la in  and sim ple ¡trade un ion is t 
md re fo rm is t fo llow ers. To give exact 
le ta il w ou ld  require a special a rtic le . 
However, the strongest S ta lin is t sup 
porter, M ike R ukavin ia , a member of 
my local union to ld  me and the en tire  
No. 1 O rien t delegation th a t he was 
no t in  agreement w ith  these tactics. 
Jhultz, the signer o f the offic ia l c irc u la r, 
said th a t he also was not in  sym pathy 
w ith  the tone o f the a ttack against the 
leaders o f the ran k  and file  convention. 
The harshness o f the pa rty  against w o rk ­
ers who do not unhes ita ting ly  ca rry  out
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the decisions o f crazy, sucidal d isorgan­
iz e s  is best il lu s tra te d  by the expu l­
sion fro m  the p a rty  o f Han W inniger, 
o f Ind iana, because he supported the 
line  of the L e ft O pposition a t the St. 
Louis convention. Concrete cases where 
scores o f m iners can be won to the L e ft 
w ing  cause are p le n tifu l, onlly to be 
destroyed by the irresponsib le  fun c tion ­
aries o f the p a rty  who s tru t a t large 
w ith  a self-satisfied a ttitud e  o f “ Oh w e ll, 
we have the support of the Russian 
w o rk ing  class to our cause.”

W hile  a t th is  tim e the I l l in o is  m iners 
are s t i l l  de libera ting  the issues before 
them, the re la tions of other d is tr ic t  to 
I llin o is , the present s trikes throughout 
the East, etc., are of special importance. 
The movement in  I ll in o is  suffers from  
the lack of a so lid ly  organized L e ft  whig. 
The group o f fo rm er pa rty  and league 
members th a t dropped ou t due to many 
circumstances and cases, form ed quite a 
large num ber o f the delegates. F if ty  
percent o f the delegates were fo rm er N.
M. U. members. A  substantia l m a jo r ity  
of the delegates w ou ld  fo llo w  a L e ft w ing 
group. The Muste forces th a t contro lled 
the St. Louis convention were very much 
weakened in  the convention. A  leaflet 
po in ting  out its  polic ies and good fights 
by several o f its  delegates was about a ll 
tha t they did. A . J. Muste personally 
appeared before the convention and spoke 
in  the name o f the W est V irg in ia  M iners 
Union tha t was ca llin g  a s tr ike  fo r the 
same day the convention opened. The 
line  presented in  the la s t issue o f Labor 
Age was the line  pursued by Muste. One 
th ing  th a t is Incomprehensible is the 
fac t th a t the Muste fo llow ers  in  many 
conferences and conventions refused to 
accept any k ind  o f respons ib ility  in  any 
sort o f work. The I ll in o is  m iners th a t 
led the Muste St. Louis convention are 
away from  the figh t a t the present tim e 
(Daech, Johnston, e tc .). The program  
proposed by the M usteites was very clear 
and, being bette r “ s tra teg is ts”  tha n  the 
average tw o-by-four S ta lin is t orgauizer, 
the Musteites were able to fo rm  th e  on ly 
definite group around them in  th is  con­
vention.

W ith  the WTest V irg in ia  m iners ’ pre­
sent response to a s tr ike  c a ll issued by 
the West Va. M iners Union, the s tr ike  
o f Pennsylvania and Ohio is g rea tly  fo r ­
tified. Never has the s itua tion  been a3 
favorable as now fo r a na tiona l strike. 
The pa rty  a t present pursues an errone­
ous po licy in  an a ttem pt to un ite  thg 
Am erican coal m iners. The po licy o f the 
p a rty  is no t one o f convincing the m in ­
ers who fo llo w  various tendencies to 
rea lize the a b ility  o f the pa rty  to lead 
them  successfully, but ra th e r is a po licy 
th a t tends to impress the m iners o f the 
country th a t they w i l l  no t pa rtic ip a te  in  
any movement o f the so rt unless i t  has 
complete hegemony. I l l in o is  and West 
V irg in ia  stand prepared th rough  a cor­
rec t po licy o f un ited f ro n t to  amalgam­
ate the present forces throughout the 
na tion  under one centra lized leadership. 
Speaker a fte r speaker a t the I ll in o is  
ran k  and file  convention pointed out 
the im m ediate need of fo rm in g  na tiona l 
un ity  w ith  the rank and file  m iners of 
the nation . The Pennsylvania, Ohio and 
West V irg in ia  m iners ’ s tr ike  were cor­
re c tly  pointed ou t as o f supreme im p o r­
tance to the m iners o f I ll in o is  a t the 
present tim e. Due to the provocative 
measures o f the S talin ists, a pow erfu l 
L e ft w ing tha t had f irm ly  developed i t ­
self around a class strugg le program  at 
the beginning of the rank and f ile  con­
vention was blown to smithereens. W hen 
the question came up o f sending dele­
gates to the na tiona l conference o f the 
N a tiona l M iners U n ion J u ly  15-10, many 
of the L e ft w ingers voted against the 
proposal. The proposal to send dele­
gates was defeated.

Immediate Task of the Left Wing
The L e ft w ing  m iners of I ll in o is  m ust 

take the immediate, necessary steps to 
guide prope rly  the ra n k  and file  move­
ment tow ard correct lines. O nly through 
an uncom prom ising struggle against the 
tw o th iev ing  wings o f the United Mine 
W orkers o f Am erica, w i l l  u n ity  be possi 
ble amongs the jn iners o f I ll in o is .  The 
m iners o f I ll in o is  m ust im m edia te ly close 
th e ir  ranks against th e ir common enemy, 
the coal bosses. The s tr ik e  o f the 
F ra n k lin  county m iners, appearing a t a 
tim e  when the Eastern m iners are con­
ducting  a sweeping s trike , assumes tre ­
mendous im portance. The attack o f the 
Chicago, W ilm ing ton  and F ra n k lin  Coal 
Company against the m iners o f the tw o 
large O rient mines is an a ttack o f the 
I ll in o is  Coal Operators Association 
against the present rank and f ile  move­
ment. The answer o f the I l l l in o is  m in ­
ers m ust be a GENERAL STRIKE  
throughout the state. The s tr ike  must 
be launched against the in to le rab le  s ta r­
va tion  conditions ex is ting  in  the indus­
try  and as a step in  s o lid ify in g  the s trike  
o f the Eastern m iners and ob jective ly  
the issuance o f a c a ll fo r  a N A T IO N A L  
S T R IK E  throughout the land where coal 
is dug. The L e ft w ing has a great task 
before it .  The destiny of the I ll in o is  
m iners and the coal m iners o f the coun­
t r y  fa lls  upon th e ir  shoulders. The m is­
takes o f the offic ia l Communist pa rty  
m ust be im m edia te ly overcome. L e t us 
hope tha t the great struggles the m in ­
ers are a t the present tim e  engaged in  
w i l l  force the offic ia l p a rty  away from  
the sectarian policy. O nly through the 
u n ity  o f the L e ft  w ing  forces th rough­
ou t the in dus try  w i l l  the  present s trike  
reach proportions where the coal indus­
t r y  w i l l  be effected in  its  producing ca-

In  the New York
A .  F . o f L .

I t  would be hard to conceive o f a 
more stagnant and com plete ly bankrupt 
body of so-called representatives o f labor 
than the present C entra l Trades and 
Labor Council o f New Y ork. The un­
em ployment cris is  had come and con­
tinued unabated, ye t raised no t a ru ffle  
in  the cesspool of reaction in  which float 
the vast m a jo r ity  o f the delegates to 
th is  c learing house o f labor action.

When, a fte r  months of delay, the ques­
tion  o f unemployment was fin a lly  brought 
up on the floor, i t  was handled in  the 
most shamelessly h yp o c ritica l manner. 
For example here is one of the resolu­
tions draw n up and passed to meet the 
demands of the s itu a t io n :

‘W hereas, the present unemployment 
is due to overproduction, wages not hav­
ing increased, nor w o rk ing  hours de­
creased, in  harm ony w ith  mechanical 
progress, be i t  therefore

“ Resolved, T ha t the C. T. L. C. go on 
record in  favo r o f increased wages and 
the shortening o f the w ork ing  day to 
keep pace w ith  m echanical progress in  
production.”

Just how wages are to be increased 
and the w o rk ing  day shortened, w hat 
means are to be used, rem ains a deep 
mystery. B ut, o f course, a l l the dele­
gates voted he a rtily  in  fa v o r of the 
reso lu tion.

A no ther sample:
“ The C. T . L. C. hereby goes on record 

against the company un ion.”
Taking the past record o f the A. F. 

of L. in  class co llabora tion  in to  consider­
ation, -this reso lu tion can on ly mean th a t 
the A. F. of L . fakers w ould lik e  to 
m a in ta in  a moncqxdy in  the co llection  ot 
dues.

“ Whereas the 18th Amendment has 
closed numerous breweries and thereby 
increased the unem ploym ent arm y, we 
favo r lig h t wines and beer so th a t a li 
brewery workers may get back th e ir 
jobs.”

The question o f w hat is to  become of 
the men engaged in  soft d r in k  m anufac­
ture, when the slum p o f trade is sh ifted  
to t — t indus try , Was evidently no t of 
concern to  the fram ers o f the reso lu­
tion.

One more gem :
“ Resolved, T ha t the C. T. L . C. go on 

record as leaving the question of unem­
ployment insurance in  the hands o f the 
A. F. o f L. Executive C ouncil.”

Th is reso lu tion was the on ly  one th a t 
re a lly  roused the delegates to  the po in t 
o f discussion on the general question of 
unemployment, its  causes and its  cure. 
B u t a la s ! a fte r  lis ten ing to the various 
lines o f argum ent and proposals from  
the floor, the w r ite r  was forced to come 
to -the conclusion th a t the atom is  not 
the sm allest u n it o f m atte r a fte r  a l l— 
the bra ins o f most of the delegates m ust 
be sm a lle r s t i l l .  However, a fte r a p ro­
per amount o f crocodile leafs had been 
shed and the sweat of in te llec tua l to il 
w iped off the fa t faces o f the delegates, 
the reso lu tion was du ly  passed and the 
regu lar order o f business resumed.

A t  th is  po in t we may ask ourselves a 
pe rtinen t question : How  many Commun­
ists and L e ft w ingers o f the labor move­
ment in  New Y ork  were present a t th is  
performance? A nsw er: E xac tly  one, 
and he a member o f the Communist 
League, not the Com m unist Party. Now 
why is i t  th a t the Communists are con­
tent to leave an im portan t body lik e  the 
C. T. L. C., one ho ld ing sway over a ll 
the labor unions o f the m etropolis, en­
t ire ly  in  the hands o f the labor fakers? 
The reason can on ly  be: the id io tic  po l­
icy o f the pa rty  leaders, the c rim ina l 
tactic o f iso la ting  Communists fro m  the 
the ranks o f the conesrvativo unions. Ten 
years o f Communists a c tiv ity  in  New 
Y ork— and on ly  one Communist in  the 
C. T. L. C. to combat the fakers. Where 
are the 50-60 Com m unist delegates o f a 
few  years ago?

When one th inks  o f the possib ilities 
of L e ft w ing w o rk  in  the C. T. L. C. 
and how they are being ignored by the 
Com m unist p a rty  leaders in  the fo llo w ­
ing out o f a b lin d  and stup id  policy of 
iso la tion , one is forced to the conclusion 
th a t e ithe r they are tra ito rs  to  the fund­
am ental princip les o f M arx  and Lenin, 
o r they are ju s t p la in  fools. In  e ither 
case, the firs t du ty o f every sincere Com­
m un ist in  the p a rty  ought to be to seize 
a broom and do his pa rt tow ard sweep­
ing  these misleaders o f workers In to  the 
p o litica l rubbish can.

— G A D FLY .

paclty. To fa i l  to realize the necessity of 
rank and file  u n ity  a t th is  tim e means 
the s ta rv ing  in to  defeat o f the heroic 
e fforts  o f the Pennsylvania miners. To 
continue an erroneous suicida l sectarian 
po licy a t th is tim e means the d is in tegra­
tion  o f the m iners movement fo r  years 
to come. Le t us hope th a t events th rough­
ou t the coal m in ing  indus try  w i l l  soon 
weld the m iners o f A m erica  in to  a pow­
e rfu l force. To th is  end, the L e ft w ing 
m iners who support the po licy o f the 
Communist League o f Am erica (Opposi­
t io n ) in  the m in ing  in dus try  pledge the ir 
whole-hearted support.

The m iners o f I ll in o is  stand ready to  
be forged in to  a pa rt o f the national 
struggle tha t is looming. W il l  the L e ft 
w ing forces be able to  grasp th is  op­
po rtun ity?  To fa il to grasp th is  oppor­
tu n ity  would be fo r  the revo lu tion is t 
to com m it a crim e against the advance­
ment o f the Am erican w o rk ing  class.

— G ERRY A LLA R D . 
B e llev ille , Ju ly  12, 1931

I.L.D. Sabotages Class Defense of 
Goodman and Morgenstern

Continued from  page 1 
I. L . D. in  tha t connection. O ur P h ila ­
delphia d is tr ic t was from  the beginning 
w illin g  to handle the case, and ware re­
minded o f th e ir  responsib ilities in  the 
m atter, even though th a t was not neces­
sary.

“ The facts as presented to us are tha t 
the tw o  workers o r th e ir friends handled 
the case e n tire ly  apart from  the I .  L. D., 
and gave our organ ization no chance to 
take pa rt in  th e ir  defense. . . .

“ F ra te rn a lly  yours, 
“ In te rn a tio n a l Labor Defense 

“ George M aurer 
“ A ssis tan t Secretary” .

W hat happened between M arch 11, 
when Engdahl cla im ed tha t the I.  L . D. 
had already “ taken over the defense”  
and M arch 25, when i t  found ou t tha t 
i t  was given “ no chance to take p a rt in  
th e ir defense” ? O r even assuming the 
la tte r  contention, w h ich  is absolutely ab­
surd and fa lse, did the I. L. D. stop its  
campaign fo r Sacco and V anze tti because 
of the iso la tio n is t treachery o f the de 
fendants’ spurious " fr ie n d s ”  o f the 
Boston Committee? D id  the I.  L. D. 
stop its  movement fo r  Mooney a t the 
tim e when the reaction -contro lled  com 
m ittee denounced the I. L . D. and the 
Communists? O f course n o t! And, we 
repeat, assuming tha t the L e ft Oj>position 
w ould no t give Engdahl and M aurer a 
“ chance to take p a rt”  in  the defense, 
can th a t exp la in  o r ju s t ify  the treachery 
o f the I.  L. D. officials?

B u t th is  assumption is exactly 10« 
percent unfounded. Im m edia te ly  upon 
th e ir  a rrest, Morgenstern and Goodman 
sought the aid o f the 1. L. D. They were 
pu t off w ith  evasive answers. They c a ll­
ed upon the I.  L . I). to  in it ia te  a move­
ment fo r  the defense. They were re­
buffed. T liey  appealed fo r legal aid. 
B u t no I.  L. D. a tto rney ever appeared at 
any stage in  the case! The two workers 
had to obtain th e ir  legal aid from  the 
C iv il L iberties Union. The I.  L. D. was 
given every op po rtun ity  was urged to 
take over the defense. O ur proposal 
was, and s t i l l  is, th a t the case o f the tw o 
O ppositionists be connected w ith  those of 
the other Communist workers in  Pennsy­
lvan ia  who have been and ure 1 icing per­
secuted under the F lyn n  Act, th a t a un 
ited fro n t movement in  th e ir  defense and

fo r a figh t aaginst the notorious act, be 
inaugurated. The I. L . D. has consist­
e n tly  rejected ou r proposals.

I f  the L e ft Opposition gave the I.  L. I)  
“ no chance to take p a rt in  th e ir  de­
fense” , then a t least le t the I. L. D. b u r­
eaucrats answer:

W ho has prevented the Labor Defender 
from  m ention ing a sing le  word about the 
case in  a single one o f its  issues up to 
now?

Who has prevented the Daily Worker 
and the Freilieit fro m  p rin tin g  a word 
about the arrests, the tr ia ls , or even 
about the conviction?

W hy did  Engdahl lie  when he w rote 
to Gross tha t the I .  L. D. “ has taken over 
the defense o f these tw o w orkers” ?

W hat d id  Engdahl mean by saying tha t 
the I. L. I), is “ g iv ing  them  the same 
pro tection as a ll the o ther workers fac­
ing  persecution” ?

Is  silence in  the press, fa ilu re  to le t 
the defendants speak a t A n ti-F lyn n  A ct 
meetings, v io len t ejection in  the presence 
o f Engdahl o f the defendants from  I. L. 
D. conferences, fa ilu re  to provide even 
an a tto rney— is th is  Engda Ill's  “ protec­
tio n ” ?

Every Communist worker, every mem­
ber o f the p a rty  and the I. L. D., must 
Baise his voice im m ediate ly to demand 
th a t th is  black stain be erased from  the 
shield o f the I.  L. D. The Engdahls 
w ant to destroy the organization by add­
ing to its  slogan o f “ Defend the V ictim s 
o f the C rim ina l S ynd ica list Laws”  the 
words” — Except the V ic tim s belonging to 
the L e ft O pposition” . Such conduct is 
a crim e against the w o rk ing  class and 
its  revo lu tiona ry  movement.

We have proposed the in it ia t io n  o f a 
un ited f ro n t movement to defend a l l  the 
v ic tim s o f the F lyn n  A c t— Lawrence, 
Ryder and others as w e ll as the two 
Oppositionists. U n til the bureaucrats 
are compelled by the m ilita n ts  in  the 
ranks to change th e ir  despicable course, 
a Morgenstern-Goodman Defense Com­
m ittee has been set up in  Philadelph ia  
w ith  Leon Goodman as tem porary cha ir; 
man and K. M. W h itten  as secretary 
treasurer. Funds are u rgen tly  needed to 
help the defense movement and should 
be forw arded im m ediate ly to comrade 
W h itten  a t 2041 Appletree St., P h ilade l­
phia, Pa.

Organization Notes
NcitV YO RK— W ith  a new branch ex 
ecutive recently  elected efforts are be­
ing  made by the New Y o rk  branch to 
systematize better its  ac tiv ities . One by 
one, a check-up is made on the in d iv i­
dual member’s work, such us each ta k ­
ing his place in  a w orkers ’ mass o r­
ganization and thus do ing his pa rt more 
effective ly in  the class struggle. Each 
member is also being required to take 
a certa in  am ount o f lite ra tu re  to dis­
pose of. W ith  the M ilita n t appearing 
weekly, newsstands are being solic ited 
by the members to place the paper there 
fo r  a period of tim e p r io r  to them be­
ing enrolled in  the regu lar l is t  w h ich 
is now supplied by the M il ita n t  branch 
agent. And, of course, on a whole th is 
branch holds the record of most lite ra ­
tu re  d is tribu ted.

Las t Sunday a very successful picnic 
was held bring ing ou t attendance and 
ne tting  a l i t t le  financ ia l surplus fo r  fu ­
ture work. M any sympathizers came 
and jo ined the membership in  greeting 
the weekly M ilita n t. S treet meetings 
w ith  large attendances have been held 
regu la rly  by the branch, m ostly  a couple 
per week. E ffo rts  are now being made 
to increase i t  to three weekly meetings 
on the basis of the branch membership 
being divided in to  three groups each 
tak ing  care o f a meeting. W ith  the fa ll 
approaching preparations are under way 
fo r more effective conduct o f the regular 
open fo rum  and study classes.

CLEVELAND—-Our tw o New Y ork  com­
rades who are w o rk in g  In C leveland fo r 
the tim e being, report continued success­
fu l meetings on the C ity  Square. E ffo rts  
o f the local S ta lin is ts  to create a hostile 
atmosphere came to nought and those 
attending the meetings are becoming 
more in terested as some o f the questions 
of dispute w ith in  the Communist move- 
ent become clearer to  them. T h is  is 
best expressed in  the increasing d is tr i­
bu tion o f our lite ra tu re . O ur comrades 
have so fa r  held tw o  such meetings 
weekly.
PHILA D ELPHIA .—-George Saul has re ­
tu rned  from  a busy week in  P h ilade l­
phia, he lp ing in  the f irs t  organization 
steps fo r  the defense o f our tw o com­
rades up fo r  “ sed ition” , among o ther 
things, he spoke a t s tree t meetings 
in  the Negro d is tr ic t and in  the  w o rk ­
ing class section o f New Kensington. 
These meetings are s t i l l  being continued

by the local members.

A  Morgenstern-Goodman defense com­
m ittee has been organized w ith  several 
w orkers ’ representatives tak in g  part. I t  
is on ly the complete sabotage by the 
I. L . D. o f th is  case which forced us to 
take steps to organize such a committee 
independently. B u t o f course a l l ef­
fo rts  w i l l  be continued to make i t  a 
figh t against the Pennsylvania sedition 
act, o f w h ich  th is  case is a part, and to 
press the I.  L. D. to pe rfo rm  its  duty 
to take th is  case up as a general un ited 
w o rk ing  class fro n t against the Sedition 
A c t and fo r  the defense o f a l l o f its  
victim s. The present defense attorneys 
furn ished by the C iv il L ibe rties  Union, 
are now preparing the appeal fo r  a new 
tr ia l.  The judge is on his vacation and 
i t  is not ye t kqown when the arguments 
fo r  a new t r ia l  w i l l  be heard. Mean­
w h ile  the defense committee is prepar­
ing its  appeal to a l l workers to support 
th is  case.

ST. LOLTS.— From  th is  c ity  we now 
have regu la r reports o f active func tion ­
ing o f our sm all branch. A public meet­
ing  is being arranged a t which comrade 
Oehler fro m  Chicago w i l l  be the speak­
er. The branch started out by increas­
ing its  bundle sales o f the weekly M il i­
tan t. Comments from  there as w e ll as 
elsewhere on the weekly in  its  new form  
have been unanim ously favorable and 
should speak w e ll fo r  the fu ture .

♦  ♦  ♦
TH E EXPANSION PROGRAM 

CAMPAIGN

We are on the way to the rea liza tion 
o f the th ird  step in  our Expansion P ro­
gram — the second na tiona l conference of 
the League. There has been no slacken­
in g  in  support by the branches and by 
our smpporters so fa r, and we do not 
look fo r  any even i f  there may be some 
va ria tio n  from  week to week. Several 
comrades in  various parts  o f the country 
have notified us th a t they w il l  be pre­
sent a t the conference and we look fo r ­
w ard  to a rea l ga thering in  add ition  to 
the regu la r -delegates. O f course, the 
best way to make sure tha t i t  w i l l  be 
so is to continue system atica lly step by 
step in  the support o f the financ ia l as­
pect o f th is program.

THE MINNEAPOLIS BRANCH OF TH E COMMUNIST LEAGUE
(OPPOSITION)

TO HOLD A PICNIC
FOR TH E B EN EFIT OF TH E  W EEKLY M IL ITA N T  

SUNDAY, JULY 26th AT
GLENWOOD PARK GROUND NUMBER No. 3

ALL WORKEKRS URGED TO ATTEND AND PARTICIPATE IN  THE  
PROGRAMME OF GAMES AND ENTERTAINMENTS. REFRESH. 

MENTS W IL L  BE SERVED ON TH E GROUNDS.
TH E  SPEAKERS: C. R. HELLUND and V. R. DUNNE W ILL DEAL W IT H  

TH E  HOOVER DEBT PLAN AND TH E WORLD CAPITALIST CRISES 
AND TH E  ROLL OF TH E  REVOLUTIONARY PRESS.

COME EARLY AND BRING YOUR FRIENDS. GROUNDS OPEN 11 A. M.

1.50

Ban " Class Struggle"
F o llow ing  the attacks by the Post O f­

fice au thorities  upon the R evo lu tionary 
Age, organ of the Lovestono group, the 
Spanish Communist paper, Vida Obrera, 
and the organ of the Young Communist 
League, Young W orker, In wh ich they 
were barred from  the second class mails, 
the most recent v ic tim  of the anti-Com- 
m unist government a ttack has been the 
organ o f the Weisbord group, the Class 
Struggle. In  the last case, the au thor­
ities  took refuge behind the petty p re text 
tha t the paper did not have a sufficient 
number o f subscribers to w a rran t g ra n t­
ing  i t  second class m a iling  rights. The 
fac t o f the m atter is, o f course, tha t i t  
was banned because i t  was a revo lu tion ­
ary  w o rk ing  class paper and as a part 
of the general campaign— revived fo r the 
firs t tim e since the end of the w ar— 
against a ll the Communist press. The 
selection o f the Com m unist press fo r  the 
firs t v ic tim s o f a new wave o f Burles- 
tonism  is not accidential but promedi- 
ated. The bourgeoisie aims to gag the 
m outh o f the m ilita n t section o f the 
w o rk ing  class as pa rt o f its  task of 
s trang ling  the labor movement as a 
whole.

Regardless of the fa c t tha t JVeisbord’s 
paper has since been suspended, i t  is 
im perative tha t the sharpest protest he 
raised everywhere against the high-hand­
ed despotism o f the postal au thro ities 
who seek to re-establish in  fu l l  bloom 
the regime o f Burleston and M itche ll 
I ’almer. The r ig h t o f the labor move­
ment to a free press, uncontro lled by 
the reactionary a rb itra riness  o f the capi­
ta lis t goevrnment, m ust be arden tly  de­
fended. I t  is not the Com m unist press 
alone but the whole labor press w h ich 
is involved— as was shown du ring  the 
repressions of the w orld  war. T h is  dan­
ger must be met by a compact united 
fro n t movement o f a l l the organizations 
d irec tly  o r in d ire c tly  involved. The fa i l­
ure o f the pa rty  to in it ia te  and organize 
such a movement has not on ly  reacted 
tothedisadvantage o ft be struggle against 
suppression, but has given the R ight 
w ing liqu ida to rs  the oppo rtun ity  to es­
tab lish a spurious u n ity  w ith  discredited 
and anfi-Com m nist elements fo r  “ free­
dom o f the press” .

Books
by Leon Trotsky

TH E DRAFT PROGRAM OF THE  
COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL  

A Criticism of Fundamentals
In troduc tion  by J. P. Cannon 

140 pages hard paper cover 35c
TH E STRATEGY OF TH E WORLD 

REVOLUTION
86 pages, two-colored paper cover 25c 

In trod uc tion  bv M ax Shaehtman 
TH E  SPANISH REVOLUTION  

30 pages, paper cover 10c
COMMUNISM AND SYNDICALISM  

The Trade Union Question 
In trod uc tion  by James P. Cannon 

64 pages, paper cover 15c
TH E  PERMANENT REVOLUTION  

208 page book— clo th bound 1.00
paper bound .50

TH E  REAL SITUATION IN  RUSSIA  
In troduc tion  by Max Eastman 

364 page book fo rm erly  $2 now 1.00 
MY L IF E —600 pages 5.00

Just Off the Press 
TH E  SPANISH REVOLUTION  

IN  DANGER
64 pages paper cover 15c
PROBLEMS OF TH E DEVELOP­

MENT OF TH E U. S. S. R.
48 pages, paper cover 15c
Special Rates in  Bundles o f 5 or more 

O rder from
PIONEER PUBLISHERS

84 East 10th Street 
New Y o rk  C ity

T ha t the in terest and devotion is s t i l l  
as high as ever is best pi'oven by the 
fo llo w in g  report o f funds received :
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EDITORIAL NOTES

E V E N  A  B R O W D E R  CAN LE A R N
We have always m aintained, in  con­

tra d ic tio n  to the R igh t w ing, th a t Cen­
tr ism  is no t a stable and consistent p o li­
t ic a l tendency and ce rta in ly  no t a stub­
born and incurable “ U ltra -L e ft”  po licy, 
The long-lasting bloc o f Centrism  and the 
R igh t w ing— during  which the expulsion 
o f the L e ft Opposition was carried ou t— 
is in  its e lf a sufficient d isproof o f th is  
contention. The adven tu ris t plunges o f 
the “ th ird  period”  d id  no t disclose a new 
face of Centrism . They on ly  rounded 
out and confirm ed the basic thesis o f the 
O ppos ition : th a t Centrism  is a po licy  of 
staggering between the classes w h ich 
yie lds to  the pressure o f the moment and 
is characterized by wide swings to the 
R ight and adven tu ris t leaps to the Le ft. 
The attem pts o f the Centrists to ex­
tr ica te  themselves fro m  the absurdities 
o f the “ th ir d  period”  have been noted 
before, p a rtic u la r ly  in  unemployment 
w ork  and in  the trade un ion question. 
Now we are w itnessing an aw kw ard  
somersault in  the po licy o f the mine 
s trike . I t  is needless to m ention th a t 
the leading acrobat in  th is  tu rn  is B row ­
der. He was the noisiest shouter o f the 
pseudo-Left season. T h a t qualifies h im , 
according to the r itu a l o f S ta lin ism , to 
be the f irs t  to make a tu rn  o f 180 de­
grees, w ithou t, o f course, saying any­
th in g  about the fa ls ity  of the discarded 
policy.

B row der w i l l  be remembered as the 
Impetuous revo lu tion is t who was through 
forever w ith  “ progressives” . He proved 
— to h is own satis faction— tha t they had 
become “ Social-fascists” , and from  th is  
he drew the conclusion tha t the tac tic  of 
un ited fro n t was ou t o f date. As fa r 
back as February 27, 1929, th a t is, 
before the cris is  and its  consequent shar­
pening o f the class re lations, he w ro te  
in  the D a ily  W o rke r:

“ We w i l l  no longer waste our en­
ergies and tim e in  disastrous a t­
tempts to w o rk  w ith  these fake p ro­
gressives.”

In  the M il ita n t fo r  M arch 1 o f the 
same year we explained, in  our counter­
revo lu tiona ry  way, th a t B row der w ould 
have to change h is m ind about tha t. He 
did  not d isappoint us. A fte r  m ore than 
two years of ru m in a tio n  over the ques­
tion— and a b low  in  the face fro m  the 
actua lities  of the m in ing  s itua tion—the 
same Brow der comes fo rw a rd  w ith  an 
amazing d iscovery: th a t “ we cannot de­
cline to have re la tions”  w ith  . . . the 
Musteite, Keeney. B row der could not 
keep such wisdom to  h im se lf. F ired  
w ith  the zeal o f a convert, the great man 
made a speech, to w h ich— i f  the D a ily  
W orker fo r Ju ly  11 does no t lie— the 
“ pa rty  leaders”  had to lis ten. There he 
announced a new re v e la tio n :

“ The Keeney group has the hege­
mony in  Southern W est V irg in ia . 
Th is requires th a t we have a tac tic  
o f maneuver In  regard to  these peo­
ple. We cannot m erely decline to 
have re la tions w ith  whatever group 
conies out o f th is  fields w hether i t  is  
Keeney personally, o r Keeney’s repre­
sentatives. T lie  fac t rem ains th a t 
one of the roads to  the m iners in  th is  
te r r ito ry  is maneuvers w ith  th is  out­
f it . ”

From  th is  i t  can be seen th a t even 
a Brow der can learn something, i f  he 
is allowed enough tim e. The elem entary 
idea, explained as fa r  back as the T h ird  
Congress of the Com intern in  1921, th a t 

we cannot decline to  have re la tio n s ”  
w ith  re fo rm is ts  has f in a lly  penetrated 
the th ick  sku ll o f the T ro tsky -k ille r, and 
th a t alone testifies to the power o f the 
idea.

And along w ith  th a t B row der has assi­
m ilated another sim ple and obvious con­
ception and, as was to be expected, he 
also made a speech about it .  Before the 
ci'j.sls, and a fte r, our hero saw the “ of­
fensive <>f the w orkers”  and the “ rev­
o lu tio na ry  upsurge”  r is in g  high enough 
to drow n him . B u t since then he has 
found a dry  rock to s it  on and co llect 
his thoughts. The resu lt of th is  cogita­
tion  is embodied in  a speech to the Con­
vention o f t lie  Young Com m unist League, 
reported in  the D a ily  W orker o f Ju ly  
14th. The e rs tw h ile  fire-eater shakes the 
finger of caution a t the assembled ho t­
heads and warns them

“ I t  is there fore clear th a t i t  Is ab­
so lu te ly  w rong to speak of the ‘o f­
fensive o f the w o rk ing  class and the 
counter-offensive o f the cap ita lis ts ’.

“ The beginning o f t lie  mass actions 
has p r im a r ily  a defensive character.”

“ We w itness a  m ost v icious offen­
sive o f the cap ita lis t class against 
t lie  w o rk ing  class.”

And so on. A l l  o f wh ich is B row der’s 
way o f conveying the im pression th a t the 
present struggles o f the workers are de­
fensive. T h is  is, o f course, a correct 
appraisal of the s itua tion , ns the M il ita n t  
has pointed out a hundred times. The 
idea its e lf is no t n e w ;- i t  is  B row der’s 
sudden comprehension of i t  th a t provides 
the day’s sensation.

These incidents demonstrate, as has 
lieen said, th a t Centrism  is able to 
change its  m ind a l i t t l e ; th a t the ana ly­
sis o f its  po licy  as chronic u ltra -L e ft-  
ism is fa ls e ; th a t even a B row der can 
learn. B u t from  th is  we d raw  no op tim ­
is tic  conclusions, fo r  the process takes 
too long, they do too much damage In 
the meantim e and they correct one e rro r 
on ly  in  order to com m it a dozen more. 
Centrism  is not consistently L e ftis t, bu t 
I t  Is constantly  false and eonsistenly 
dangerous to the p ro le ta rian  movement.

OUR R E V O LU TIO N

The m ore c learly  the un fo ld ing  of 
w o rld  events demonstrates th a t the con­
ception o f socialism  in  one coun try— the 
common theore tica l bond o f Centrism  
and the R igh t w ing— is a s trangu la ting  
noose fo r the in te rna tiona l p ro le ta rian  
revo lu tion , the more evident does i t  be­
come th a t the banner o f revo lu tiona ry  
in te rna tiona lism  belongs to the L e ft Op- 
jo s ition  w h ich has been forged in  the 
struggle against the new revisionism . 
And by th a t increases the greatness o f 
its  h is to ric  respons ib ility  and the magni­
tude o f its  tasks which brook no delay 
and take no heed o f the weakness of 
our forces.

Blockaded in  Russia du ring  the  Chi 
nese revo lu tion  and the Eng lish general 
s trike , the Opposition had to confine i t  
se lf to c r it ic is m  and counter-proposals 
w ith in  a closed c irc le  and was deprived 
o f d irec t influence on the events them 
selves. The new rise o f revo lu tionary 
development coincides w ith  a decisive 
change in  the in te rn a l re la tions o f the 
Com m unist movement. The .Opposition, 
beaten down w ith  the defeats of the 
in te rna tiona l p ro le ta r ia t w h ich flowed 
from  the ru inous po licy of the R ight- 
C en tris t bloc, had awakened to new 
life  w ith  the revo lu tiona ry  re v iva l and 
confronts them w ith  a w orld -w ide organ­
iza tion  and w ith  a l l  its  fundam ental 
princip les confirm ed in  liv in g  experience. 
I t  is now endowed w ith  the possib ility , 
and the inescapable h is to r ic  necessity, 
o f b ring ing  these princip les to the fore 
as a d irec t influence on the developing 
revo lu tiona ry  events. E very section o f 
tile  In te rn a tio n a l— our own among them 
— m ust pu t its  ranks in  shape fo r  th is  
grandiose in te rn a tio n a l endeavor.

F rom  th is  po in t e f view we should 
greet in  the warm est m aim er, and in  
deeds as w e ll as in  words, the proposals 
o f comrade T ro tsky in  regard to the 
Spanish revo lu tion  w h ich stands today 
in  the center o f the stage. To intervene 
directly , now, and on an in te rna tiona l 
scale; to study the basic questions down 
to the  b o tto m ; to s t ir  the Com m unist 
ranks w ith  discussion over the problems 
of the Spanish revo lu tion  and m obilize 
in te rna tiona l aid in  t im e ; to expose and 
drive  out the revo lu tion-destroying policy

Combine the Miners' Struggles into a United Front!
Continued from  page 1

presence o f a degenerated caste o f labor 
skates who have w r itte n  fo r  the miners 
a long lis t  o f treacheries and sell-outs. 
B u t despite th e ir  common root, these 
fou r movements have no t made common 
cause. I t  is  in  th is  absence o f u n ity  and 
so lid a rity  in  action th a t lies the great­
est obstacle to the advancement o f the 
m illa n t m iners’ movement.

W H A T  S H O U LD  T H E  
L E F T  W IN G  DO?

Confronted w ith  th is  rounded p ic tu re  
o f the s itua tion , w hat action should be 
undertaken by the L e ft w ing and tlie  
Communists, represented In the Naional 
M iners Union? They must im m ediate ly 
m ise the banner o f un ity , o f the conso­
lid a tio n  o f a l l these movements. I t  Is 
p a rtic u la r ly  in times o f stress, when 
they are figh ting1—lik e  the m in e rs --w ith  
th e ir backs to the w a ll— th a t the w o rk ­
ers feel most acutely the need fo r  u n ity  
D iviued lr .rk s , separated movements only 
serve to discourage them, to low er the ir 
m ora le and figh ting  s p ir it. A  new accre­
tion  o f forces, un ifica tion  w ith  other 
w orkers ’ groups the breaking down of 
the ba rrie rs  tha t d iv ide the workers and 
strengthen th e ir  enemies— these serve to 
hearten the workers, to make them' feel 
th e ir  strength, to Increase th e ir enthus­
iasm, th e ir  endurance, th e ir  com bativ ity. 
I t  is especially under present conditions 
tha t the workers look w ith  ju s t suspicloh 
upon those who spurn the proposal fo r

un ity , who stand in  the way o f its  con­
summation, who block Its  achievemen. 
by pe tty  tric ks  o r pe ttie r excuses. They 
w i l l  deal w ith  sudh foes o f labo r w ith  
Im patient speed— provid ing these foes 
are uncovered in  a m anner th a t enables 
the workers to see th e ir rea l color 
p la in ly .

That is w hy i t  is an absolutely unpost- 
ponable du ty  o f the N. M . U . to  take the 
in it ia t iv e  in  ca llin g  fo r  a  jo in t conference 
o f a l l these s tr ik in g  and rebellions 
groups, to  take the in it ia t iv e  now, to 
s trike  w h ile  the iro n  is hot. I t  would 
be a conference of equally represented 
workers, convoked fo r  the purpose o f co- 
t rd ina ting  the movements, o f so lid ify in g  
them under one head, and— th is  is h igh ly  
essential—o f expanding the movement 
to o ther fields.

The present po licy is 3 im ply to call 
upon the other insurgent groups “ from  
below”  to jo in  the conference which the 
N. M. U. is ca llin g  B u t th is  is a r id ic u ­
lous carica ture  of w hat should be done. 
The o ther groups have no in ten tion  of 
dissolving themselves in to  the N. M. U. 
a t the b low ing o f a trum pe t The con­
ference cannot be a “ clever maneuver” ; 
i t  m ust be called fo r  the purpose of 
m ob iliz ing  a ll the m iners, regardless of 
th e ir a ffilia tions or beliefs, against the 
offensive o f the coal operators and th e ir  
agents. Such a conference can become 
the in it ia l step in  a move to  amalgam­
ate a ll the various Independent and 
separate Insurgent movements w ith  the
N. M. U. In to  a pow erfu l and m ilita n t

o f Centrism  and b ring  fo rw a rd  the 
M arx is t a lte rna tives in  the heat o f eveuis 
and d ire c tly  upon them— such are the 
tasks envisaged fo r  the In te rna tiona l 
L e ft O pposition in  comrade T ro ts k y ’s 
le tte r which we p r in t in  the cu rren t is 
sue o f the M ilita n t.

We have reason to hope th a t ou r de­
tachment of the M arx ian  In te rn a tion a l 
ists w i l l  do Its  pa rt fo r  the 'Spanish rev­
olution. To a certa in  extent a t least 
we have seen the huge vista opened up 
by the events in  Spain and understood 
tha t our w e ight in  the scale m ight not 
lie w ith o u t influence in  the fina l sum­
m ing up. We have ventured to  believe 
■ that, not because we deceive others or 
ourselves about the forces a t our dis­
posal, bu t because our s trength Is the 
strength o f the M arx ian  doctrines cry-

sta llized in  the in te rna tiona l nucleus o f 
the Opposition, y fe  have not seen the 
Chinese revo lu tion  as a subject fo r  ab 
struct h is to rica l study. The in te rna tion ­
al class struggle, in  its  dynam ic develop 
ment, is posing the questions anew In 
Spain and ra is ing  the p rinc ip le  line  o f 
the Opposition against the line  o f Cen­
tr ism  more Ins is ten tly  than ever. That 
is the way we see it .  T ha t is why we 
m ust s tra in  every resource to make our 
m ark on the s itua tion  w h ile  i t  Is a live 
and fresh.

The Spanish revo lu tion is our revo lu­
tion. I t  is our task to make i t  the rev­
o lu tio n  o f the Am erican workers and to 
inspire them t*  figh t fo r  i t  on the soil of 
Am erica as our comrades figh t fo r  i t  on 
the soil of Spain.

— J. P. C.

in d u s tr ia l union o f the m iners a force 
to be recokoned w ith  by the operators 
and in  the labo r movement, a pow erfu l 
Impetus in  b u ild in g  the L e ft w ing move­
ment everywhere else.

Who w i l l  re ject and sabotage such a 
u n ity  conference? The agents o f the 
operators among the m iners, the false 
leaders, the w indjam m ers, the p ro p rie t­
ors o f “ vested in terests”  in  the m iners. 
The L e ft w ing can re ject i t  on ly  a t its  
own expense and a t the cost o f the 
miners. I t  is  in  the process of figh ting  
fo r  the u n ity  o f the w orkers th a t they 
w i l l  be able to separate the wheat fro m  
the chaff, to judge who is r ig h t, who is 
fo r  them, who is against them. The 
L e ft w ing  lias no th ing to  fear fro m  th is  
process. L ike  the miners in  general, i t  
has eve ry th ing to gain— provid ing i t  acts 
p rom ptly  and resolute ly, p rov id ing  i t  
drops the fu t i le  po licy o f Ignoring the 
other movements (th is  ostrich po licy has 
been fo llow ed by the D a ily  W orker, 
wh ich th inks  to solve a problem by re ­
m ain ing s ile n t) o r o f confining Itse lf to 
m echanical denunciations o f everyth ing 
and everybody outside Its ranks.

DO NO T B E  D E C E IV E D  BY 
CH EAP PHASES

The w ors t th in g  the L e ft w ing can do 
is to grow  In tox ica ted w ith  an in flated 
idea o f its  own strength o r position. I t  
Is no t leading the whole m iners ’ move­
ment, but on ly a p a rt of it .  I t  can w in  
its  way to leadership i f  i t  pursues the 
r ig h t po licy now— and not a fte r the 
s tr ik e  in  the “ se lf-c ritica l”  a rtic les  of 
the press.

The L e ft  w ing dares not be deceived 
by cheap phrases, by boasting, by ru inous 
self-contentm ent w ith  the big achieve­
ment i t  can leg itim a te ly  record now. Do 
not be blinded to  the correct po licy to­
wards the re fo rm is t organizations by 
Foster’s chatter about "the  grow ing fas- 
ciza tion of the A. F. o f L. bureaucracy" 
because i t  is doing “ everyth ing possible 
to h inder the s tr ike " . Lew is and Oo. 
have been engaged in  th e ir  trade o f 
strike-b reaking before “ social-fascism”  
was ever Invented. Do no t be ta lked 
in to  dizziness about “ the h igh ly  po litica l 
character”  o f the Pennsylvania-Ohlo 
s trike  because o f cap ita lis t te rro rism — ” 
the te rro r o f the bosses o r tlie  state 
does not make a s tr ike  “ p o lit ic a l” . The 
strikes are desperate defensive actions 
of the m iners w h ich do no t “ require a 
high p o litica liza tion  o f the struggle"

(Foster, page 597), bu t the immediate, 
genuine app lica tion  of the un ited fro n t 
po licy.

Do not be deceived w ith  em pty ta lk  
about the “correctness o f the lin e ” . Fos­
te r may w rite  fo r  another year tha t “ {be 
Lawrence s tr ike  gave a f irs t dem onstra­
tio n  in . the U n ited States o f the correct­
ness o f the R. I .  L. U. lin e " (page 595). 
The B rowders, in th e ir “ se lf-c ritic ism ”  
a fte r  the event w i l l  w r ite  about the same 
Lawrence s trike , in  the same issue of 
The Com m unist (page O il) ,  th a t "a 
sm all measure o f organ iza tiona l success 
was secured” — which com ing from  the 
source i t  does, means tha t v ir tu a lly  no 
success was the result.

T H E  M IS T A K E  IS  B E IN G  M A D E  
NOW  —  CORRECT IT  NOW !

W ill the pa rty  have to d raw  up Its 
balance sheet when the coal s trike  la 
concludad w ith  the lim p ing , apologetic 
rem ark  tha t "a  sm all measure o f o r­
ganizational success was secured” ? W ill 
the pa rty  leaders be allow ed to speak of 
the “ mistakes and shortcom ings o f the 
s tr ik e ”  when i t  is  “ too la te ” , when i t  
is  over and the m agnificent opportun ity  
has been missed? We repea t: i t  would 
be fa ta l to pe rm it such a state o f affa irs . 
The tim e to act co rrec tly  is now. Now 
is the tim e to correct the m istake In 
po licy. The pa rty  is pursu ing a course 
o f conceit, o f separatism, w h ich is false 
and unw orthy o f Communists. I ts  lead­
ersh ip o f the m iners <:an not on ly  be 
extended but made firm  and lasting. The 
tens o f thousands o f m iners In  West 
V irg in ia , in  K en tucky hi I ll in o is — nnd 
the o ther sections which can be vyin 
on the basis o f the appeal fo r  u n ity  and 
s o lid a rity — m ust not be ignored. They 
cannot be won sim ply by ca lling  upon 
them to jo in  the N. M. TJ. T h a t course 
was tr ied  in  I ll in o is  w ith  m iserable re ­
sults. I t  m ust lie cast aside before i t  
brings the same results in  the present 
s itua tion .

The m iners need a revo lu tiona ry  lead­
ership w h ich is in te llig e n tly  awake to 
the requirem ents of the s itua tion . The 
proposals o f the L e ft Opposition meet 
these requirem ents. They should be ad­
opted and applied. The offic ia l pa rty  
po licy Is w rong and does no t meet the 
requirements. I t  m ust be rejected. The 
m istake is being made now. Now is the 
tim e to  correct it.

— M A X  S IIA O IIT M A N .

U.S. Crises - - Past & Present
Many people say, “ T h is  cris is  is only 

another one o f the crises w h ich  cap ita l­
ism has gone through pe riod ica lly  since 
Its  Inception ; ha rd  tim es have always 
come and gone and cap ita lism  has a l­
ways gone on to new heights a fte r each 
c r is is ” . In  the fo llo w in g  paragraphs we 
sha ll review b rie fly  the h is to ry  o f the 
m a jo r past crises of Am erican h is to ry  
from  the standpo in t of de term in ing w hat 
factors made i t  possible fo r  cap ita lism  
to  recover a fte r each o f them, based on 
specific economic forces and not on any 
m ystica l “ recuperative power”  inherent 
in  cap ita lism . I f  the factors w h ich have 
pu lled  cap ita lism  out o f its  hole in  the 
past tu rn  ou t to be no longer applicab le 
now, the on ly  a lte rna tives  le f t  would be 
(1) a Aew, h ith e rto  unheard o f s tim u lus 
to ca p ita lis t devlopment, o r (2) the fu r ­
the r development of cap ita lism  m ust be 
looked on as degenerative ra the r than 
progressive.

W hile  th is  study is based p r im a r ily  on 
the facts o f Am erican economic h istory, 
we do no t fo r  a moment lose sigh t o f the 
w o rld  w ide in terconnection o f cap ita lis t 
in terests nnd consequently o f the patholo­
gical symptoms o f cap ita lism  In the 
fo rm  of crises. The very f irs t o f the 
m a jo r crises o f the United States, tha t 
o f 1837, was In p a rt p rec ip ita ted by an 
increase In the discount ra te  o f the 
Bank o f England in  the e ffo rt to h a lt the 
flow  o f English cap ita l in to  Am erican 
speculative ventures. The tim in g  o f crises 
throughout the w orld , In fact, Is becom­
ing increasing ly un ifo rm . We l im it  the 
study o f crises in  th is  a rtic le  to the 
Am erican fie ld pure ly  fo r the sake o f not 
packing too much m ateria l in to  a lim ited  
space.

The Early Crises
The tw o earliest crises o f Am erican 

h istory, the post-revo lutionary crises of 
1785-6 and the post-w ar crises of 1815-19, 
here the stamp o f an undeveloped econ­
omy—-the p rinc ip a l concerns were cur­
rency In fla tion , p r im itiv e  banking m eth­
ods, excessive im ports, insuffic ient crops 
to supply an exp o rt surplus w ith  which 
to pay fo r them. E a rly  in  the la tte r 
cris is , however, a m a jo r step toward 
developed cap ita lism  was taken when the 
ta r if f  ac t o f 1816 was passed, to encour­
age m anufacturing  industry . The “ A m er­
ican system”  o f p re -C iv il W ar po litics, 
com bining ta riffs  w ith  in te rna l im prove­
ments, ch ie fly  waterways and highways, 
was an early  m an ifesta tion  o f cap ita lis t 
p o lit ic s ; te r r ito r ia l expansion in to  the 
Louisiana T e rr ito ry  and F lo rida  fu rn is h ­
ed new m arkets, the steamboat was ju s t 
coming in to  its  own, and Am erican ship­
ping was ca rry in g  an increasing ly im ­
po rtan t pa rt o f the fo re ign trade. In  
the old South, the development o f the cot­
ton gin  changed cotton cu ltiva tio n  from  
a placid pa tria rcha l mode o f life , where­
in  the abo lition  o f s lavery could be p la t- 
on ica lly  discussed by “ advanced”  South­
erners, in to  a hectic, speculative business 
w ith  pro fits  runn ing  up to  50 percent or 
more a year, the soil was henceforth 
mined, not c u ltiv a te d ; m illio n a ire  p la n t­
ers were now’ no t uncommon, and slavery 
became an in s titu tio n  consecrated by the 
B ib le itse lf.

The present a rtic le  in  the series o f reviews of the position o f Am erican 
economy deals w ith  crises o f cap ita lism  In th is  coun try  in  the past and the 
tem porary solution found in  years gone by to  the present crisis. The problem 
of fo re ign trade and the possib ilities fo r its  development, ns w e ll as the problem 
o f w ar in  connection w ith  Am erican im p e ria lis t expansion w i l l  be dealt w ith  in  
de ta il by the au thor in. coming artic les. Ed.

By B. J. Field

Prosperous v irg in  wheat in  the W est, 
prosperous cotton in  the South, and pro­
sperous tariff-supported m anufacturing 
in  the East solved the crises o f 1819. The 
grow ing p ro le ta r ia t began to organize i t ­
self in to  trade unions, and by 1833 the 
f irs t  Council of Trade Unions met in  
New Y o rk  C ity.

The norm al course of ca p ita lis t devel­
opment led to the crises o f 1837, preceded 
by a w ild  banking, land and ra ilroad  
boom. Again the solution was found in  
te r r ito r ia l expansion in to  Texas and the 
Oregon T e r r ito r y ; in  record increases in  
crop cu ltiva tion , in  an enomous Increase 
in  im m igra tion  and in  population grow th 
(from  1830 to  1860 population increased 
one-th ird  each ten years, fro m  12,860,000 
in  18300000 to 31,443,000 in  1860, a rate 
w h ich  i f  m ainta ined could have made 
the present popu lation o f the United 
States 236,000,000, nearly tw ice  the ac­
tu a l figu re).

The labor movement began its  wander­
ings in  the p o lit ic a l w ilderness by the 
organ ization o f “ K now -N oth ing” , “ Loco- 
foco”  and other parties which acted as 
ta i l  to the k ite  o f the m a jo r parties.

The definite v ic to ry  o f Am erican capi­
ta lism  over the one serious opponent 
which i t  has ever had, the Southern a g ri­
c u ltu ra l aristocracy, in  the C iv il W ar, 
unleashed another roa ring  boom period 
In 1865. R a ilroad mileage doubled In 
e ight years, and absorbed more cap ita l 
than any o ther industry , a good deal of 
i t  fro m  Europe. The Bessemer process 
introduced in  1865 fo r  the f irs t time 
made steel a cheap, m ass-production com­
m odity ; coal production quadrupled from  
1860 to 1873. A g ricu ltu re  boomed too 
— cotton production, a t f irs t hard h it  by 
the C iv il W ar, recovered by 1877 and 
reached as high figures as ever, a t 4,500,- 
000 bales, to go on to an average o f over 
6,000,000 bales In  the next s ixteen yearB 
and 10 m illio n s  in  4894. The f irs t  o f the 
big mergers arrived  in  o il, coal, r a i l­
roads. New resources were discovered 
In  o il, copper, n a tu ra l gas. E xport trade 
s t i l l  consisted p r im a rily  o f foodstuffs and 
raw  m a te r ia ls ; the percentage of m anu­
factured goods to to ta l exports ha rd ly  
ehanged between 1870 and 1890.

The Panic o f 1873
The panic o f 1873 was severe and com­

plicated by government deficits and s il­
ver currency problems. W ith  such an 
in d u s tria l background, however, i t  went 
throqgh the classic course o f the crises 
o f a “ hea lthy”  ca p ita lis m : a sharp drop 
in  prices, a ca ll by banks fo r repayment 
o f loans, o r in  the language o f tha t day, 
“ hard money instead o f paper” ; w ide­
spread bankruptcies, unemployment, re­
duction o f in d u s tr ia l ou tput, a streng­
thening o f the financia l position o f banks 
and ind iv idua ls  becausje o f the sharp

deflation, low  money rates, easy terms 
fo r borrow ers o f new cap ita l— one o r 
two good crops, and the business cycle 
was ready to revolve again.

The labor movement reached a new 
high plane in  the organization o f the 
K n igh ts  o f Labor and the development of 
bigger and better trade unions.

The next c ris is  came in  1893. The 
grow th  o f cap ita lism  had reached a po in t 
where in te rna l contrad ictions between the 
great and the sm all bourgeoisie were 
beginning to compel the g ranting  o f con­
cessions to the la tte r  in  the fo rm  o f re ­
s tric tions on the fo rm er—the In te rs ta te  
Commerce A c t of 1887, the Sherman A n ti- 
T ru s t A c t of 1890. Crops were s t i l l  
setting new high records, but a g ricu ltu ra l 
crises were tak in g  the fo rm  o f ag ita tion  
against the representatives o f finance 
cap ita l, leading to an unsuccessful bloc 
between farm ers unable to pay th e ir  
mortgages and unemiQoyed labor, cut­
off from  the escape to the West from  
low  wages, long hours and insecure jobs 
by the f i l l in g  up o f the fa rm  country. 
The tactics o f the bloc, depreciation of 
the rea l value o f bankers’ cla im s by in ­
fla tin g  the paper currency (Greenback- 
ers, P opu lis ts ), o r by free coinage of 
s ilve r a t h igher than its  rea l value 
(B rya n  and the Democrats, 1896-1904), 
succeeded In d ive rtin g  p ro le ta rian  and 
agrarian  discontent from  any revo lu tion ­
a ry  ou tle t in  spite o f such m ilita n t m ani­
festations as the Homestead s tr ike  of 
1892 and the P u llm an s trike  o f 1894.

The so lu tion  o f the Immediate problems 
o f the crises o f 1893 was based on a con­
tinua tion  o f the post-C iv il W ar trends— 
more intensive m anufacturing , the crea­
tion  o f large in d u s tr ia l com binations cu l­
m ina ting  in  the great tru$ t-bu ild ing  era 
from  1899 to 1901, extension o f ag ricu l­
tu ra l production, and increased export 
trade s tim ula ted by a series o f wars in ­
clud ing the Spanish-American, Boer and 
Russo-Japanese wars.

R a ilroad expansion had come to a 
c lim ax in  the ten years ending 1890, 
when 70,000 add itiona l m iles were con­
structed. A fte r 1900 new construction 
slowed down sharp ly , but great new 
industries are now expanding— the elec­
tr ic a l in d u s try  since 1800, autom atic in ­
du s tria l m achinery on an unheard-of 
scale, great new na tu ra l resources in  o il, 
copper, s ilve r, iro n  o re ; bumper wheat 
and corn crops, a t r ip lin g  o f coal produc­
tio n  in  tw en ty  years’ tim e, a l l signified 
th a t cap ita lism  was s t i l l  on the upward 
trend.

The great cris is  o f 1907, like  preceding 
crises, sim ply corrected the tempo of 
th is  development. Real estate specula­
tion , which had, resu lted in overbuild ing, 
was curbed, and an antiquated banking 
and currency system again showed Its

deficiencies when i t  was necessary fo r  
banks in New Y’o rk  to issue c learing­
house certificates among themselves as a 
form  o f emergency currency. The bump­
er crops o f the next two years, however, 
sufficed to restore “ norm alcy” , helped 
by a r is in g  long-term  trend  In prices due 
to the increased production o f gold from  
r ich  Am erican and South A fr ic a n  fields, 
and by the demands o f the B a lkan  wars 
o f 1911-13.

W orld1 W ar and 1914 C risis
The cris is  o f 1914 was nipped in  the 

bud by the w orld  w ar, which meant to 
Am erican cap ita lism  a great speeding-up 
of the norm al development, together w ith  
a huge in flu x  o f gold, an enormous s tim u­
la tion  to ag ricu ltu re , w ith  a modernized 
fo rm  o f banking under the Federal Re­
serve Act.

T ile  w a r le ft  the U n ited States w ith  
the most g igantic contrad ictions in  Its  
h is to ry— on tl)e one hand, the largest 
m anufacturing  na tion  in  the w o rld , on 
the other, the largest producer of raw  
m ateria ls  w ith  wh ich to feed competi­
t ive  m anufacturing  nations, both branch­
es o f production s tr iv in g  a v id ly  fo r ex­
po rt outlets. A t the same tim e, the U n i­
ted States remained the depository o f the 
w o r ld ’s largest stock o f gold, and also 
a holder o f b illio n s  o f do lla rs  of paper 
ob ligations payable in  gold, which com ­
pelled America's debtors to stim ulate 
th e ir  exports In  com petition w ith  A m er­
ica to enable them to pay th e ir  debts. 
T ile  in ter-governm ental debts outstand­
ing a t the end o f the w ar were aggrav­
ated by the epidemic o f Am erican loans 
abroad by priva te  investors, adding fu r ­
the r burdens to European cap ita lism  yet 
fo rc ing  I t  to redouble Its  efforts.

One o f the century-old solutions fo r  
Am erica’s crises, to  raise bigger crops, 
was ^ t i l l  effective as la te  as 1919. In  
tha t year the fa rm  production rose to 
the figures o f the w ar boom year 1915, 
and w ith  the prices then prevailing, 
reached the greatest value fo r any crop 
year in  Am erican h is to ry , before o r since. 
A  new high record fo r  size o f crops was 
made ^n 1926, but by th a t tim e the ag ra r­
ian problem had reached a po in t where 
i t  could no longer be solved by such 
methods. The big crops of 1926 m erely 
broke the price o f fa rm  products, and 
led to low er production in  1927. In  the 
fo llo w in g  year, 1928, bum per crops again 
brought prices down to a po in t where 
the aggregate value o f the fa rm  produc­
tion  was less than th a t o f the sm aller 
crops o f 1927. The Am erican fa rm er is 
being crowded ou t o f w o rld  m arkets, 
and is faced by the dilem m a— big crops 
and low  prices, o r sm all crops and not 
much better prices?

The m anufacturing  Industries a fte r 
the post-war boom o f 1919, d id  no t seem 
to be fac ing  th is  dilem m a. Tremendous 
sales of m anufactured goods to  Europe 
and South Am erica, financed by fo re ign 
bonds floated d u rin g  a v io len t securities 
boom, the rap id  expansion of a group of 
industries inc lud ing e lectrica l equipment, 
automobiles, bu ild ing  construction (w h ich  
had lieen held back d u rin g  the 
w a r and ham pered by high in te rest 
rates du ring  the 1919 boom ), the 
radio, movies and other such m ino r in ­

dustries, fo r  a tim e masked the increas­
ing difficu lties in  which the great staple 
industries such as steel, lumber, cooper, 
o il, coal, tex tile s  and others found them ­
selves du rin g  a l l  th is  period. The p ro­
sperity of the period from  1924 to 1929 
was not widespread and did not extend 
to many basic industries u n t il the fina l 
phases o f the boom, ju s t before the co l­
lapse. The absence o f rea l p rosperity  
was shown by the increasing d ifficu lty  of 
find ing markets, which had to be forced 
by expensive advertis ing, high-pressure 
selling, insta lm ent financing, etc., the 
increasing d ifficu lty  fo r  men o f f i f ty  o r 
over is find ing jobs, the im m ig ra tion  re­
s tric tions, w h ich revealed a rea l in ­
a b ility  of cap ita lis t develop* lent to han­
dle an increasing population on the scale 
o f the pre -C iv il W ar days, and the de­
creasing percentage o f the population en­
gaged il l indus try  in spite of the a b ility  
o f cap ita lism  to draw  on new s tra ta  o f 
the population, such as women and dis 
possessed farm ers.

T ile  labor movement, which had as­
sumed an acutely m ilita n t phase fo llo w ­
ing the 1919 cris is , s low ly lapsed in to  
le thargy because of the increasingly 
acute con trad ic tion  between the leader­
ship and the objective conditions, of a 
fa ilu re  o f cap ita lism  to make rea l pro­
gress d u rin g  an apparent boom between 
two great crises.

This is the firs t tim e in  the h is to ry  o f 
cap ita lism  in  w h ich  th is  has happened, 
and is confirmed by a study o f per capita 
consumption o f m ajor commodities w h ich 
show l i t t le  net gain fo r  the past fifteen 
years, but merely substitu tions of one 
m a te ria l fo r another, as fo r  instance, less 
coal but m ore e lectric ity , less meat and 
wheat bu t more sugar and d a iry  p ro­
ducts, less lum ber but more steel.

“ Solutions’ ’ in  the Past
Summing up, cap ita lism  has found a 

“ so lu tion”  fo r  a ll form er crises in  the 
United States through one o r more of 
the fo llow ing  means; te r r ito r ia l expan­
sion, bigger crops, la rger m anufacturing  
fac ilit ie s , fore ign loans, ra ilroa d  expan­
sion, wars (p a rtic u la r ly  among fo re ign  
countries), technological improvements 
( in c lud in g  m ergers), increasing exports, 
new industries.

T e rr ito r ia l expansion, apart from  wars 
o f conquest, is c losed; bigger crops, as 
\vas proven in  1926 and 1928, no longer 
mean bigger fa rm in g  incom e; la rge r 
m anufacturing  fac ilit ie s  arc a burden, 
not a salvation, when the autom obile 
industry  has a capacity fo r  producing 8 
m illio n  cars w ith  a home demand in  
“ good”  tim es o f 4 m illio n  and exports 
o f another 500,000, nnd rad io  set 
fac ilit ie s  more than three times the best 
year's sales; fo re ign  loans are unsalable 
in  any q u an tity  because most o f  the 
possible borowers are poor c red it risks, 
as evidenced by th e ir  ex is ting  bonds se ll­
ing fa r  below p a r; ra ilroa d  expansion 
has been a closed chapter fo r  nearly  a 
gene ra tion ; technological improvements, 
as analyzed in  a preceding a rtic le , sim- 
p ly  aggravate the problem o f the domes­
t ic  m a rke t; the on ly new industries In 
s igh t appear u tte r ly  Inadequate fo r  any 
mass consumption boom— the outposts o f 
business ta lk  hope fu lly  of te levis ion, 
home re frig e ra tion  in  summer, steel con­
s truc tion  fo r  sm all houses, bu t there  i> 
no convic tion in  th e ir voices.


