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The Revolver at the Head of France

The Hoover Reparations-Debts Scheme Miners Strike Against W age Cuts and
Starvation Conditions

The m u lti-m illio n a ire  representative of 
the Am erican government, M ellon, has 
a rrived  in  P aris  and is ho ld ing the re­
vo lve r to the head o f the French bour­
geoisie: Sw allow  the Hoover p lan  fo r 
a w a r debt-reparations ho liday o r— pre­
pare to engage in  combat w ith  us, your 
superiors in  every f ie ld ! As these notes 
are being w ritten , no fina l accord has yet 
been reached between France and the 
U n ited States. D riven  by the pressure 
o f the  tra n s -A tla n tic  colossus the 
Frenchmen have already yielded to  the 
po in t o f discussing only w hether the sus­
pended repara tions payments tire  to  be 
made up by Germany in  five years or, 
as Hoover proposes, in  tw enty-five years. 
W hether the compromise is reached on 
a ten o r a tw e lve  year period w i l l  not 
ra d ic a lly  effect the essence o f the whole 
scheme.

W h a t Is the na ture  o f th is proposal 
w h ich has been acclaimed alm ost u n i­
ve rsa lly  by the bourgeoisie o f m ost 
countries, ha iled  by the social democrats 
o f Germany, England and Belgium , and 
given the accolade o f approval by such 
lesser soc ia lis t and lib e ra l “ statesmen”  
as M orris  H i l lq u it  and Oswald G arrison 
V illa rd ?  In  two w o rds : Germany is a l­
lowed to  suspend a ll repara tion pay­
ments fo r  a y e a r ; the European debtors 
are allowed to suspend a ll w a r debts to 
the U n ited States fo r  the same period.

W hat lias necessitated th is  proposal, 
made so suddenly by Hoover, pressed 
w ith  such im patience and in to le rance of 
discussion o r revision?

Germany is being wracked by one of 
its  severest crises, acutely accentuated by- 
crush ing burdens of the im p e ria lis t 
tre a ty  o f Versa illes. I ts  in d iv id u a l life , 
w h ich  m ust be m ainta ined in  order to 
make possible the payment o f reparations 
to  the A llies , is  being s tilled  because tho 
same A llie s  cannot afford to y ie ld  to  
Germany a greater share o f the w o rld  
m arket. T axa tion  rises to tremendous 
heights. The arm y o f tho unemployed 
increase w ith o u t abatement. The wage 
level reduced to a m iserably tenuous ex­
istence. The financia l condition o f the 
country is ju s t short o f catastrophic. I ts  
gold reserves d im in ish  a t an a larm ing 
|\ate. The las t Ite ichsbank re p o rt show­
ed a decline o f 750,000,000 gold m arks, 
o r one-fifth  o f the reserve. Ever-increas­
ing  sums of money are being exchanged 
fo r  fo re ign  currency. A  m arked flig h t 
o f cap ita l to  other countries is observ­
able. igo ominous has the s itua tion  be­
come tha t the Iteichsbank— in  the face 
o f the cris is  in  which discount rates 
have dropped un ive rsa lly— was compelled 
to  announce, effective fro m  June 13, a 
sensational rise in . the discount ra te  
’rom  2 percent to. 7 percent— w ith  Am- 
jr ic a ’s ra te  a t 15 percent, F rance’s at

E ng land’s a t 2.5 and S w itze rland ’s at
2.

T ile  C ris is in  the Young P lan
The w o rld  decline in  com m odity prices 

nas had a unique effect on Germany. 
German in du s try  m ust now produce 40 
percent more in  order to pay the  charges 
under the Young plan, fixed in  marks. 
Chancellor B ruening reports tha t instead 
• f  a lle v ia tin g  the Dawes burden by an 
annual 700,000,000 m arks, the Young 
plan— under the conditions o f the cris is  
and o f price fa lls — has caused an addi­
tio n a l paym ent o f 200,000,000 m arks an­
nua lly .

The way out? Union w ith  A u s tria  per­
haps? H a rd ly !  Even were the French 
buccaneers to countenance i t  its  effec­
tiveness is "Z ukun ftsm us ik ” — music o f 
the fu tu re . The open road to the Danu- 
bian gra in-producing countries is tra v e l­
led on ly one way, by th e ir  exports o i 
;ra in  to Germany, but not by th e ir  im- 
>orts o f in d u s tr ia l goods. H ighe r tax- 
*? The measures already taken have 

on ly  m u ltip lie d  the general m isery and 
advanced the question o f social revo lu ­
t io n  to  the top of the social agenda. The 
vicious system o f Versailles is w reaking 
havoc th roughout Europe. The on ly way 
bu t fo r  the masses is the p ro le ta rian  
v ic to ry .

B u t the tenacious bourgeoisie have one 
fina l resource: the assistance of the 
pow erfu l, fabulously  w ea lthy  master 
across the sea who saved them once be­
fore. Suspend the repara tions payments 
ere we perish under th e ir pressure! Do 
no t bleed to the deatli Germania, the bu l­
w a rk  against Bolshevism ! W ith  these 
cries on the ir lips, B ruening and Cur- 
tiuS pled th e ir  case before MacDonald at 
Chequers. H is  M ajesty ’s M ost Loya l 
Socia list Footmen, no less the foe of 
revo lu tion  than the Germans, were on ly 
too w il l in g  to accede to the la tte r ’s de­
mands— i f  on ly the U n ited States would 
le t-u p  on the w a r debts. T ha t is why 
the London Observer warned the grasp­
ing Americans to  th is  e ffec t: Do not be 
shortsighted. Consider you r own in te r­
ests. The bankruptcy o f Germany, a 
revo u tiona ry  wave flooding C entra l E u r­
ope, mean the end to the annual in te r­
est pavements on your huge German in ­
vestments !

I t  is  th is  w a rn ing  th a t Hoover has 
heeded in  the new plan. In  1924, the 
U . S saved Germany from  the effects 
wf a revo lu tiona ry  cris is which the rev­
o lu tion is ts  had fumbled. In  1931, i t  
hone« to  prop up decadent German capi- 

fro m  the im pending revo lu tion- 
au lts. The Hoover p lan is de- 

> be as d irec t a b low  to  the 
revo lu tion  as was the  stab in

the back de livered by Hoover’s agent, 
Captain Gregory, to the H ungarian  rev­
o lu tio n  in  1919. B u t Am erican im per­
ia lism  is  not m erely interested in  the 
maintenance o f the German bourgeoisie 
fo r  the ir own sake; its  in terests are less 
. . . “ generous” .

W hy is Hoover so ready to forego ‘ ‘fo r  
a year”  the m illio ns  due the U. S. in  w ar 
debts, p rov id ing  reparations payments 
are suspended? Because there is more 
than tha t involved i f  Germany is forced 
to go in to  bankruptcy and perhaps y ie ld  
to the v ic to ry  o f a p ro le ta ria n  revo lu­
tion. The U nited States according to 
the D epartm ent o f Commerce, has more 
money invested in  Germany (end of 
1930) tha n  in  Great B r ita in , F rance and 
Belg ium  pu t together. Some sources put 
the figure o f the to ta l Am erican invest­
ments in  Germany (governm ent loans, 
m unicipa l loans, in d u s tr ia l enterprises, 
secturities, etc.) a t about 4 b illio n  do l­
la rs ! W ith  a  re tu rn  on these invest­
ments o f fro m  7 to  8 percent, “ our”  in ­
vestors stand to loose the lu c ra tive  an­
nual income o f almost a th ird  o f a b i l­
lio n  do lla rs. Am erican bankers have 
more Invo lved in  th e ir  loans and invest­
ments in  the m u n ic ip a lity  o f B e r lin  and 
the B e r lin  C ity  E le c tr ic  than in  the o r i­
g ina l Dawes loan ($200,000,000) o r the 
Young loan ($100,000 000). W hy not 
forego— fo r the moment— the w a r debt 
payments in  face o f the bankruptcy or 
revo lu tiona ry  th re a t to  the bankers’ in ­
terests?

There is yet another po in t. Under 
pressure from  the ru th less Americans, 
England has lost considerably in in ­
fluence, power and prestige on the Con­
tinent. The U. S. has gained, bu t so 
has France, the best armed power in 
Europe, the most lav ish  spender o f money 
fo r  armaments. A fte r  E ngland— comes 
France. Through its  delegate M cKelvie 
the United States has already spiked the 
French plan at the London G ra in  Con­
ference to organize a Danubian gra in- 
producers’ entente under its  hegemony. 
M cKelvie  s im ply made the ha rd ly  veiled 
th rea t to dump the tremendous Am erican 
surplus. Now the U n ited States is la y ­
ing the ground fo r  cu ttin g  in to  France’s 
m il ita ry  s trength by financia l b lackm ail. 
O f the im portan t countries involved, on ly 
France stands to lose substantia lly  by 
the Hoover plan. U n like  England, even 
a fte r  i t  pays the U. S. w a r debt, France 

(Continued on page 4)

♦  ♦  ♦

«Permanent Revolution» 
Barred in Canada

“ The Perm anent R evo lu tion” , the book 
by Leon T ro tsky  ju s t published by the 
Pioneer Publishers has been barred 
from  en try  in to  Canada by the govern­
ment customs d iv is ion. The au thorities 
apparently  regard comrade T ro tsky ’s 
w ork, fo r  w h ich there is a considerable 
demand in  Canadian revo lu tiona ry  c ir ­
cles, as “ too seditious”  fo r consumption 
by Canadian workers. The ba rring  of 
the hook was announced in  a le tte r sent 
by the au tho rities  to a Toron to  ivo rker. 
We reproduce the le tte r in  f u l l :

N A T IO N A L  REVEN UE. CAN ADA 
(Customs and Excise D iv is ions)

P ort o f Toronto, June 17, 1931 
M r...............................
Toronto, Ont. R e : Parcel N o........
Dear S ir :

In  connection w ith  the above numbered 
parcel we w ish to advise you th a t the 
Commissioner o f Customs has refused 
en try  o f the contents, a book en titled , 
"The Permanent R evolu tion”

I t  may however, be re turned to the 
sender by payment o f postage in  the 
am ount o f s ix  cents, by you.

F a ilu re  to do th is  w ith in  ten days 
from  the date thereof a seizure w i l l  be 
made in  accordance w ith  the regulations 
of the Customs T a riff.

Yours very tru ly .
( Signed) S, T a y lo r 

Supt. Customs Postal Branch.

In  the p a rticu la r case under review, 
the au tho ritie s  do not seem to have 
heard o f the official S ta lin is t theory tha t 
T fo ts k y ’s w o rk  is ‘Hfounter-reK-olution- 
a ry ”  and th a t he is an agent . . .  of 
B r it is h  im peria lism . O r i f  they have 
heard o f the  theory, i t  appears th a t they 
do not agree w ith  it .

D u ring  the las t two weeks the s tr ik ­
ing m iners in  W estern Pennsylvania, 
N o rthe rn  AVest V irg in ia , and the  Eastern 
pa rt o f Ohio have gained thousands of 
new recru its . More mines were shut 
down, p icketing activ ities  and mass de­
m onstra tions increased. W ith  i t  in ­
crease also the m urderous b ru ta lity  of 
the coal and iro n  police, and the state 
Cossacks, in  com bination w ith  the das­
ta rd ly  s trike-b reaking e ffo rts  of the o f­
fic ia l rem nants o f the U n ited M ine W ork­
ers o f Am erica. T h is  is th e ir  desperate 
way o f a ttem pting  to prevent fu r th e r  ex­
pansion o f the strike .

The Heavy S trike  T o ll 
Several m iners have already been k i l l ­

ed, fa lle n  v ic tim s to 'this b ru ta lity  many 
have been wounded, and scores are held 
in  the ja ils  under almost p ro h ib itive  ba il. 
Such is the heavy to l l  o f th is  s trike . 
Yet its  pow erfu l proportions te s tify  eob 
quently not on ly  to the te rr ib le  starva­
tion  conditions ex is ting  in these mine 
fields but also to w hat has become pro­
verb ia l—the m ilitancy  o f the miners. 
“ S trike  against s tarva tion”  has ■ become 
a pow erfu l slogan, effective ly ra lly in g

Bernard M orgenstern and Leon Good­
man, two members o f the Communist 
League o f Am erica (O pposition), were 
found g u ilty  of sedition under the no tor­
ious F lynn  A ct in  a t r ia l  before Judge 
Reed on June 24. Sentence has not yet 
been rendered in  the case. Steps are 
being takeñ fo r  a new tr ia l.

The case was tr ie d  before Judge Reed, 
a reactionary-m inded ju r is t  of Cam bria 
County, s itt in g  specially in  the P h ila ­
de lph ia  court. The state s im ply offered 
in  evidence the le a fle t issued by the 
Com m unist League on unemployment, 
w h ich  was in  the fo rm  o f appeal fo r  
a un ited fro n t w ith  the Communist party. 
The section w h ich was the basis fo r the 
sedition charge read: “ A g ita tion  slogans 
and im m ediate demands can present no

the coal miners.
I t  is w o rth y  of note th a t i t  is  par­

tic u la r ly  in  th is  section of the  b itu m in ­
ous coal fields tha t the m echanization o f 
coal m in ing has reached its  highest po in t 
and most extensive practise. I t  n a tu ra l­
ly  resu lted in im m ensely increased 
speed-up and in the most heavy im agin­
able pressure o f exp lo ita tion . I t  is also 
precisely in  th is  section th a t un ion o r­
ganization du ring  recen t'years  has been 
fought most determ inedly by the coal 
operators. I t  is  n a tu ra l th a t w ith  a 
com bination o f these fac to rs  the w ork ing  
class power o f resistance should demon­
stra te  its e lf  in  such a splendid manner.

The N ationa l M iners Union is in  the 
leadership in  th is  s trike . I t  is fu rn ish ­
ing a figh ting  program . The sym pathy of 
the s tr ik in g  m iners in  its  overwhelm ing 
m a jo rity  embraces the N a tiona l M iners 
Union. I t  has good prospects fo r  growth. 
These factors are also the practica l evi­
dence o f the valuable lessons learned 
by the coal m iners from  the ro le  played 
by the type_of union officialdom  o f John
L. Lewis and h is henchmen o f the U.
M. W. W hile  the s tr ik in g  m iners now

solution in  themselves and should no t be 
so assigned. They are, by the very na­
ture o f the class struggle s tr ic tly  lim ­
ited in  th e ir  character. T ha t is, they 
can offer means of tem porary am eliora­
tion. And they m ust be a help to  un ite 
the workers on the basis o f th e ir  com­
mon in terests and to set them in to  mo­
tion  against th e ir  class enemy. They 
cannot solve the problem. O nly the p ro­
le ta ria n  revo lu tion  can do th a t.”  The 
d is tr ibu tion  o f the leafle t was, o f course, 
adm itted.

In  argu ing w ith  the Judge, Defense 
A tto rne y  D avid  W allerste in , o f the C iv il 
L iberties Union, was to ld  th a t Reed had 
never seen a leaflet of th is  k ind  before, 
and th a t th is  was his f irs t experience 
w ith  the Sedition A c t; th a t upon the 
question o f fact as to whether there was 
an in ten t in the leafle t to overthrow  the 
government by force and vio lence; and 
th a t he personally thought there was.

A tto rney W alle rs te in  expla ined to h im  
tha t the c ircu la r was alm ost in  exactly 
the language of th a t in  FisSe vs. Kansas 
in  which case the Supreme C ourt o f the 
U n ited States reversed a conviction un­
der the Kansas Syndicalism  Act. Reed 
replied tha t he knew noth ing about tha t 
case o r any o f the o ther eases on sedi­
tion. Neverthelss, he presided over the 
case and refused the defense request fo r  
a charge to  the ju ry  to dismiss the case. 
The ab il was again fixed a t $1,000, the 
same as before. In  add ition  to the mo­
tion  fo r  a new t r ia l  to  be made by the 
defense, there w i l l  also be a m otion in  
arrest o f judgm ent. The defense is pre­
pared to go to the U n ited States Supreme 
C ourt on the case i f  necessary.

T h  report o f the t r ia l  w ou ld  be in ­
complete w ith o u t a referencet to  a most 
d isgraceful action on the  p a rt o f the 
S ta lin is t commanders o f the In te rn a tion -

dem onstrate in  re a lity  th a t th is  is not 
th e ir  k in d  of union, they ju s t as con­
crete ly dem onstrate th e ir  understanding 
of thg^need o f organ ization— of m ilita n t 
organization. I t  is in te res ting  to note 
th a t in  th is  s tr ike  the P ittsbu rgh  T e r­
m ina l Company was the f irs t company 
to sign an agreement w ith  the U. M. W. 
officials. N o t th a t any o f its  s tr ik in g  
w o rk '.rs  were members, not th a t i t  had 
the s lightest love fo r the U. M. W .; as 
a m atte r o f fact, th is  company three 
years ago, was the most unscrupulous 
contender in  the onslaughts upon the U n­
ited M ine W orkers. I t  signed th is  agree­
m ent in  an attem pt to drive  the m iners 
back to the shafts, to u tiliz e  the state 
police and the U. M. W. gunmen, to 
accomplish this, and thus d rive  a wedge 
in to  the s itlid  ranks o f the s trike rs . I f  
fu r th e r lessons should be necessary we 
may add th a t the m iners have now had 
one more serious experience in the ro le  
played by the forces of the state govern­
ment on the side o f the bosses. L ik e ­
w ise they are lea rn ing  a good lesson 
about the ro le o f the so-called “ progres­
sives”  in  the cap ita lis t parties like  Gov.

al Labor Defense, the pa rty , and the 
D a ily  W orker. F rom  the very inception 
o f the case, the I .  L. I), offic ia ldom  has 
de libera te ly  and c r im in a lly  sabotaged 
the case. The need fo r  a campaign in  
behalf o f these victim s o f the F ly n n  A ct 
wasd enied and rejected. The I.  L. D. 
w ould no t even fu rn is h  the defendants 
w ith  a la yw e r! The defense had to be 
conducted by the C iv il L ibe rties  Union 
attorney. The en tire  pa rty  press has not 
w r itte n  one single w ord  about the case. 
The D a ily  W orker and F re ih e it have not 
even mentioned the conviction. The 
whole S ta lin is t conspiracy o f silence and 
treachery is based solely upon the fact 
tha t besides the “ crim e”  of sedition, the 
defendants have committed the “ greater 
crim es”  o f being L e ft Oppositionists. 
The I. L . D. has defended anarchists 
socialists, syndicalists, A. F. o f L . men 
and others in  the past. F o r L e ft Op­
position ists, however, the I .  L. D. officials 
find no bette r manner o f acting than to 
give aid and com fo rt to the cap ita lis t 
prosecu tion ! Protests th a t have come 
fro m  various I.  L. D. and members have 
not yet changed the offic ia l a ttitude . 
These protests m ust m u ltip ly  and pile 
up to such an extent th a t the I.  L. D. 
and paflty hjureauefiats are com pelled 
to  stop disgracing and d iscred iting  the 
revo lu tiona ry  movement by th e ir  sabot­
age.

The Philadelph ia defense committee 
fo r  Morgenstern and Goodman needs the 
assistance o f every m ilita n t w o rke r in  
the country. F inanc ia l aid, ag itation, 
the development o f a un ited movement 
against 'the F lynn  A c t and fo r  its  v ic ­
tim s— these are u rgen t needs. L e t those 
who stand in  the way o f such w ork, who 
underm ine the defense o f workers caught 
in  the net o f cap ita lis t justice, be branded 
bv th e ir proper name!

P inchot who helped negotiate th is  agree- 
' m ent to  break .the s tr ike rs ' ranks.

In  face o f these conditions the m iners ’ 
s trike  in  .Western Pennsylvania, N o rth ­
ern W est V irg in ia , and the Eastern pa rt 
o f Ohio, assumes greater im portance 
even than the numbers involved w ou ld  
im ply, imposing though they are. I t  
shows defin ite w o rk ing  class advance; i t  
proves the great reserve power o f re­
sistance o f the Am erican w orkers. Un- 
qustionably i t  is on ly  a beginning o f 
w o rk ing  class resistance against the 
wage-cutting onslaught on a fa r  more 
extended scale. In  th is  sense i t  is  a 
harbinger o f the fu tu re  prospects fo r 
g row th  o f m ilitancy, fo r b u ild in g  o f un­
ionism  in  the basic industries.

In  th is  s tr ike  s itua tion  the Com m unist 
leadership faces tw o  im p o rtan t problems. 
The one is caused by the b ru ta l attacks 
o f the combined cap ita lis t forces upon 
the m iners. I t  necessitates an energetic 
figh t on a correct basis fo r  the f u l l  es­
tab lishm ent o f the democratic r igh ts  of 
the workers, the r ig h t to strike , picket 
to assemble, to  select th e ir  own repre- 
sntatives, the e lim in a tio n  of in junctions, 
o f the state cossacks, etc. The second 
problem  w ihch is o f s t i l l  more im por­
tance is the one o f continuous and ten­
acious bu ild ing  of organization, not mere­
ly  the organ ization fo r  the s tr ike  but 
un ion organization. I t  means the b u ild ­
ing  o f the N a tiona l M iners U n ion not so 
as to disappear when the d ram atic  as­
pect of the s tr ik e  is over but to  bu ild  
on a lasting basis. O rganize!— Organ­
ize to be able to extend the strugg le and 
ac tua lly  secure v ic to ry  to  the m iners. 
Organize to ho ld the key to the fu tu re .

R e lie f U rgent
F o r the w o rk ing  class in  general th is  

s tr ike  also brings to the fo re  a problem 
o f v ita l Importance. R e lie f m ust be 
forthcom ing to feed and clo the the figh t­
ing m iners. I t  should be sent to .the 
M iners R e lie f Committee 611 Penn Ave., 
P ittsburgh, H i.  Defense m ust be fu rn ­
ished. Assist the I .  L . D. to defend a ll 
those s trike rs  th row n  in to  ja ils  T h is  is 
a battle  o f the w o rk ing  class as a whole.

Ferm ent among the m iners is also 
grow ing elsewhere. The K entucky s tr ik ­
ers are standing solid. In  the I ll in o is  
fields some progress can be recorded to ­
w ard  breaking w ith  the rem nants o f the 
treasonable U. M. W. B u t there are 
s t i l l  the inherent weaknesses o f the 
M utseite “ progressive”  leadrship w h ich 
to an extent has come in to  the direction 
of a ffa irs  in  I llin o is . A t a conference 
held in  Staunton the ea rly  p a rt o f the 
month in  June, 500 delegates, represent­
ing 150 local unions, took part, and de­
cided to c a ll a convention on J u ly  6th 
to “ declare the offices o f the d is tr ic t 
union vacant, proceed w ith  the election 
o f new officers, to change the constitu ­
tion  and to devise way« and means fo r 
a national po licy.”  The greatest weak­
ness is in  the pussy-footing about the 
b u ild in g  o f a new union and in  the 
danger tha t the John L. Lew is forces 
may s t i l l  m a in ta in  th e ir  foothold. To 
m ilita n t w orkers these weaknesss are no 
surprise when one understands the inhe r­
en tly  re fo rm is t position o f the M usteite 
type o f “ progressive” . However there 
can lie no rea l guarantee o f success u n t il 
these weaknesses a re  e lim inated.

Today the re la tionsh ip  o f the various 
coal fields presents its e lf  somewhat as 
fo llo w s : In  the an th rac ite  region where 
production and w ith  i t  employment has 
remained m ore “ no rm a l” , the United 
M ine W orkers is s t i l l  the un ion in  con­
tro l. There the task o f the Communists 
and the m ilita n t m iners is ce rta in ly  the 
one o f bu ild ing  a Le ft w ing w ith in  the 
union. In  the soft coal fields the U n ited 
M ine W orkers as a union, w ith  its  re ­
actionary leadership, is  u tte r ly  d iscred it­
ed and p ra c tica lly  ou t o f existence. 
There the on ly a lte rna tive  is the bu ild ­
ing o f a new union. W ith  the present 
sweep o f possib ilities of the N a tiona l 
M iners Union as represented by the 
s t r ik e ; w ith  the developments toward a 
new union in  other te rrito ries , one m ight 
ask again w hat would become o f the m is­
erable Lovestone R igh t w ing po licy of 
abandoning the new union movement and 
re tu rn in g  to the U. M. W. T ha t would 
spell defeat fo r  the m iners’ struggles. 
One may also ask w hat w ould i t  mean 
to continue th is  boycott practised by the 
offic ia l p a rty  leadership toward the new 
union movements not under th e ir  mech­
anica l contro l. A  continuation o f such a 
po licy  would s im ila r ly  be disastrous to 
the fu tu re  prospects o f the m iners’ 
movement.

There should be no question o f a doubt 
tha t the on ly  correct po licy  grow ing out 
o f th is  s tr ik e  m ust be one o f fu r th e r 
intensive organization, o f bu ild ing  the 
new union movement, o f am algam ating 
the various separate and sectional un­
ions w ith  the N a tiona l M iners U n ion as 
a prelude to the bu ild in g  o f one m ilita n t 
union f irm ly  lodged on a class basis em­
bracing a ll the coal m iners. W ith  such 
a po licy the fu tu re  can be faced w ith  
the confidence th a t w ith in  the perspec­
tive  fo r  coming sharpened struggles lay 
the poss ib ility  o f v ic to ry  fo r  the w  
ers
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A n Appeal lor Communist U n ity  in Spain
A L e t t e r  t o  t h e  P o l i t i c a l  B u r e a u  

o f  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  o f  t h e  
S o v i e t  U n i o n  ( B o l s h e v i k s )

T h e  FUkTHEE f a t e  of the Spanish revolution 
depends entirely and completely upon whether 
an authoritative Communist party, capable of strug­

gle, will be constituted in Spain in the coming months. 
Under the system of artificial splits imposed upon the 
movement from without, this is not realizable. In  1917, 
the Bolshevik party consolidated around itself all the 
currents kindred and close it. Carefully guarding the 
unity of its ranks and the discipline of action, the 
party at the same time opened up the possibility of 
a broad and all-sided consideration of the basic pro­
blems of the revolution (the March council, the 
A pril conference, the pre-October period). Can the 
proletarian vanguard of Spain elaborate its views and 
be imbued with that indomitable conviction in their 
correctness which alone will permit it to lead the 
masses of the people towards the decisive storm, 
through any other ways and methods? Phe mere fact 
— I  adduce it as an example— that the official Com- 
lunist party is compelled in the present situation to 
haracterize Andres Nin as a counter-i evolutionist, 
annot but lead to a monstrous confusion, primarily 
n the Communist ranks themselves. Upon ideological 
onfusion, the party cannot rise. The defeat of 
he Spanish revolution rendered inevitable by the 
urther dismemberment and weakness of the Commun- 
sts, will lead almost automatically to the establish 
rent in Spain of genuine Fascism on the style of Mus-

* The le tte r published above was sent by comrade Leon 
’ ro tsky on A p r i l 24, 1931 to the  P o lit ic a l Bureau o f the 
Jommunist P arty  o f the Soviet Union (B o lshev iks). Because 
,-o rep ly  was received to the le tte r and the po licy o f the 
iom intern in  Spain is s t i l l  m oving in  the same ru t, the 
u thor considers i t  necessary to make liis  le tte r  public.

solini. I t  is needless to speak of what consequences 
this would have for the whole of Europe and for the 
U. S. S. R. On the other hand, a successful develop­
ment of the Spanish revolution, under the conditions 
of the far from terminated world crisis, would open 
up tremendous possibilities.

The profound differences on a series of questions 
pertaining to the U. S. S. R . and the world labor 
movement, should not stand in the way of making an 
honest attempt at a united front in the arena of the 
Spanish revolution. I t  is not yet too late! The pol­
icy of artificial splits must be stopped immediately in 
Spain, advising— not ordering, but just that, advising 
—the Spanish Communist organizations to convene in 
the briefest possible period a unity conference which 
should assure all shadings, under the necessary dis­
cipline of action, at least that degree of freedom of 
criticism which in 1917 was enjoyed by the various 
currents .of Russian Bolshevism, which was in pos­
session of incomparably higher experience and temper. 
There can be no doubt that if the official Spanish party  
understands the disproportion between its weakness 
and the tremendous tasks, and makes a serious at­
tempt at the unification of the Communist ranks, it 
will meet the fullest support on the part of those rev­
olutionary Communists who at present have their own 
separate organizations for reasons you are aware of 
and nine-tenths of which lie outside of the conditions 
of the Spanish revolution.

In  order not to create even external difficulties, I  
made this proposal of mine not in the press but in the 
present letter. The course of events in Spain— there 
can be no doubt of this— will every day confirm the 
necessity of uniting the Communist ranks. The re­
sponsibility for a split, in the given instance will be 
a tremendous historical responsibility.
A p r il H ,  1931 L. T R O T S K Y

Philadelphia Oppositionists Convicted of Sedition
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IN  T H E  IN TE R N A TIO N A L OF LABOR
Two Social Democratic Congresses: The Collapse off the "Lefts’

The French Socialists and National Defense
PA R IS .—

The socialists have returned to  Tours, 
ten  years a fte r  the convention a t which 
the workers drove them ou t o f the pa rty . 
The “ dissidents”  o f yesterday, who be­
gan w ith  15,000, today boast in  th e ir  
b u lle tin  o f a v ic to ry  f u l l  of dangers fo r  
the pro le ta rian  m ovem ent: 130,000 mem­
bers, 126 members o f parliam ent, 1100 
local mayors. A ga inst whom do the 
p a rty  p o litic ian s  brandish these figures? 
W ith  great joy, Paul Faure proclaimed 
a t the m eeting : “ In  Sweden, the social­
is ts  obtained 43 percent o f the votes, 
the Communists— 1 percent.”

The convention precedes the great 
“ eonsulbation”  o f 1932 a t w h ich  the soc­
ia lis ts  expect to  gain power th rough  the 
electora l committees. B u t in  re a lity , the 
po litic ians a re  preparaing th e ir  batteries 
behind the scenes of p a rlia m en ta ry  s tra ­
tegy. The p rin c ip a l fea tu re  o f the  con­
ference was the academic reso lu tion  q>n 
the N a tiona l Defense.

Tours 1920 and Tours, 3930. A fte r  an 
In te rva l o f ten years, the cap ita l question 
th a t has served as an h is to ric  touch­
stone fo r  the  revo lu tiona ry  movement, 
is  once again up fo r  debate. B u t ten 
year« ago a t the conclusion o f the hide­
ous massacre, the  revo lu tiona ry  workers 
under the guidance' o f the T h ird  In te r ­
na tiona l arose against the betrayal of 
th *  soc ia lis t po litic ians. Whereas in  
1930, a fte r the collapse o f the Second 
In te rn a tio n a l, a fte r the years o f the 
great butchery, and a fte r the creation 
o f the Communist pa rty  they have re­
tu rned  to  Tours to debate the very  ques­
tio n  th a t caused th e ir  dow n fa ll and th e ir  
betrayal.

T o  w hat purpose? Louis Levy posed 
the question. “ W hat can you decide now 
th a t was not decided a t S tu ttg a rt before 
the war?”  Indeed, the S tu ttg a rt m otion 
and the amendments by Len in  and Rosa 
Luxem burg, c a llin g  to struggle fo r  the 
do w n fa ll o f the régime in  case o f w ar, 
s t i l l  rem a in  excellent texts today. B u t 
the socia list po litic ians  already stood the 
test o f pu tting  i t  in to  effect in  August 
1914. Under the present conditions, they 
can repeat a second tim e. “ W hy make 
believe th a t the pa rty  o f M a rx ” , added 
Levy, “ is capable on ly o f debating to 
d is trac tion  in  vague and uncerta in  
terms?”

Today th is  economical solution can 
no longer p reva il. Precisely because the 
socia lis t pa rty  m ust answer today and to ­
m orrow  the vague and uncerta in  pre­
occupations o f the w orkers  who are not 
concerned m ere ly w ith  the d is tr ibu tion  
o f posts— and because a large na tiona l 
re form  party , arisen fro m  the w ork ing  
class a fte r  the existence o f re vo lu tion ­
a ry  p ro le ta rian  parties, m ust needs ad­
ju s t its  ideological baggage.

W ork ing  class action was absent from  
the agenda o f the debates. T h is  po in t 
was sensed by Dum oulin , cleverer than 
the  rest. “ No one has m entioned the 
th ir ty  m illio n  unemployed.”  In  the 
texts presented by three p rinc ipa ls  and 
the two extrem e tendencies, there were 
opposing fo rm u la tions. Renaudel said 
a t thé convention : “ T h is  defense o f the 
coun try  has been confirmed by the p a rty ” , 
and Lagorgette declared : “ O ur slogan is 
the transfo rm ta ion o f the ca p ita lis t w a r 
in to  a w a r o f lib e ra tio n ” . B u t he pro­
nounced h im se lf in  favo r o f d raw ing  up 
a u n ity  m otion and expressed his be lie f 
th a t a unanimous reso lu tion  is qu ite  pos­
sib le  fo r  in te rna tiona l action*.

$n re a lity , the  positions o f the speak­
ers a l l  converged tow a rd  “ pacifism 
through the extension o f our organiza­
tio n a l w o rk ” . W ith in  th is  fram ew ork  of 
vague concepts, the socia list p a rty  is 
reserving fo r  its e lf its  “ freedom o f ac­
t io n ” . Tw elve years a fte r the w ar. not 
a single voice was raised to demand 
guarantees, to impose the con tro l o f the 
workers, to revo lt against the fa c t tha t 
the p a rty  is in  the hands o f those who 
betrayed the w ork ing  class in to  the hands 
o f the im p e ria lis t butchers.

T h is “ common fun d ” — fa r  m ore im ­
po rtan t than a ll the fo rm u las  borrowed 
by Paul Faure from  Austro-M arxism - 
became even mopç apparent by a series 
o f embraces between R ig h t and “ Le ft' 
w h ich  shows tha t a l l  the tendencies are 
Staking everyth ing on the 1932 elections. 
T herfo re  the exoneration o f the seven 
deputies who voted fo r confidence in  the 
La va l cab ine t; the au thoriza tion  o f the 
P opula ire  to ca rry  financia l advertise­
m ents; the silence on P resident Bouis- 
son; on Paul Boncour, despite h is rab id 
m anifestations o f chauvinism  ; on ly  one 
vote aga inst the p o litica l report, etc.

These may be the perspectives o f the 
socia list po litic ians, bu t a l l  the ob jective 
factors, w ith  which the “ p a rty  o f  M a rx ”  
d id  not preoccupy its e lf  ; the economic 
unrest, the  European cris is, the c r it ic a l 
s itua tion  o f the German régime, the 
Spanish re vo lu tion— regarded not as the 
“ lib e ra tio n  o f the socia lists”  today bu t 
as the em ancipation o f the w o rk ing  class 
o f tom orrow  —  and the great w o rk ing  
class movements lik e  those w h ich  have 
«1 ready broken out th ree  tim es in  one 
yea r in  the N orth , w i l l  in te rfe re  w ith  
the perspective of th is  convention.

Even on th is  same question o f im ­
p e ria lis t w a r, the voice o f the w orkers 
fo rced by the cris is  to face the rea l­
it ie s  o f the class struggle, d id  no t make 
its e lf  heard a t the  Tours convention. T ha t 

’ s fo r  its  v igor and fo r  its  strength

action against the enemy class. In  the 
period w h ich has ju s t begun, in  which 
the p ro le ta r ia t experiences the sharpest 
and most d irec t antagonisms between the 
apposing classes, the d iffe re n tia tion  of 
the troops s t i l l  he ld  captive by the re­
fo rm is ts  in  the service o f the bourgeoisie 
depends upon the positive actions o f the 
Communist pa rty , its  a b il i ty  to reach the 
masses and to share the experience of 
the strugg le w ith  them.

In  order to w re s t them  away, more 
is needed than the r itu a lis t ic  conclusion 
o f Bonte’s artic les  ( in  l ’H um an ite ). 
“ Therefore, a l l  honest socia list workers, 
d raw  y o u r conclusions . . . Desert the 
social democracy, th is  ram part in  the 
arm y o f w o rld  im peria lism .”  N or the 
progress w h ich  he makes a l l  by h im ­
self, tw en ty-four hours a fte rw a rd s : “ The 
socia list w orkers w i l l  no t be deceived 
. . . They w i l l  desert the S. F. I .  O. 
[F rench section o f the Second In te rn a ­
tio n a l] the agents o f the bourgeoisie.”  
The theory o f social fascism even in  the 
m odified fo rm  given i t  by the  X I  P len­
um, w i l l  ha rd ly  be a be tte r weapon.

A t the present m oment w h ile  the 
strugg le o f 120,000 te x tile  workers is go 
ing on, the Com m unist p a rty  and the 
Red unions m ust w rest away the  workers 
who are a lready engaged in  s trugg le1 
fro m  the influence o f the  re form is ts , 
and along w ith  them, from  the social 
democracy, by the app lica tion  o f a broad 
and rea lizable un ited fro n t po licy. This 
w i l l  be the f irs t  effective answer to  the 
dangers represented by the pac ifis t and 
bourgeois dem ocratic po litic ians o f the 
p a rty  o f Noske and Paul Boncour against 
the w ork ing  class, in  tim e o f pease as 
w e ll as in  tim e o f war.

— L A  V E R IT E .

* A  dispatch from  P aris  on June 5, 
reports tha t in  the last issue o f the 
periodica l L a  V ie  Socialiste, Renaudel 
and 25 socia lis t pa rliam en ta rians re ­
nounced even th is  compromise resolu­
tion. In  th e ir  declaration they say 
“ W hen i t  becomes a question o f protect­
ing the independence and the boundaries 
o f France, the socia lists w i l l  also be p re­
pared to vote fo r  w a r cred its .”  T h is  is 
the rea l p ic tu re  o f the “ socia lis t unan­
im ity ”  o f B lum  Paul Faure and Co.— Ed.

The Sanction of Betrayal at Leipzig
A t the beginning o f June, the Social 

Dem ocratic P a rty  of Germany held its  
convention a t Leipzig. L ik e  the conven­
tion  o f the French socia lists meeting 
s im ultaneously a t Tours, i t  was a m ani­
festa tion  o f the crassest s o rt o f p a r li­
am entary cretin ism . The actua l prob­
lems con fro n tin g  the German p ro le ta r ia t 
were p a in fu lly  avoided. A l l  the sessions 
were occupied in  the m ain w ith  inner 
pa rty  machinations.

The organ iza tiona l rep o rt presents us 
w ith  a p ic tu re  o f a b ig  re fo rm  pa rty , 
strengthened and consolidated in  the 
years o f revo lu tiona ry  ebb, on thq, back 
o f the disastrous defeat o f the prole- 
ta r ia n  upsurge in  1923— and a t the cost 
o f the vac illa ting , adven tu ris t policies 
o f S ta lin is t oantrism . A  p a rty  one m il­
lion  s tr in g , and w ha t is fo r  us even of 
greater im port, p ro le ta rian  to the ex­
ten t o f 50 percent o f its  composition. 
T h is  great, organized p ro le ta rian  mass 
is a decisive fac to r in  the German class 
strugg le  and one w ith  w h ich the Com­
m unists m ust reckon. D u rin g  the period 
o f re a c tio n ,, the defeated, scattered p ro­
le ta r ia t has been able to  s fbw ly  collect 
its  forces again, to rebu ild  its  po litica l 
and trade un ion organizations. Fatigued 
by the heavy defeat the w o rk in g  class 
was open la rge ly to  a re fo rm is t ideol­
ogy, to contentm ent w ith  w resting  away 
mere crumbs from  the table o f the re­
suscitated and rehab ilita ted bourgeoisie. 
The social democracy took advantage of 
the s itua tion .

Today the bourgeoisie is once again 
gripped by a cris is. The “ generous”  
Am erican im peria lis ts  who gave i t  a 
helping hand in  1924, are themselves in  
the m idst o f an economic debacle, the 
Hoover “ m o ra to riu m ”  does no t en joy the 
support o f France, he rse lf fac in g  a 
grow ing economic slump, as did the 
Dawes plan. The German bourgeoisie 
is on the offensive against the workers. 
I t  is try in g  to  ho ld Its e lf erect by ta k ­
ing i t  ou t on the’  bodies o f the p ro le ta r­
ians. Social leg is la tion, the puny gains 
o f the workers in  long years o f pa tien t, 
tenacious strugg le is  slashed ou t o f 
existence under the kn ife  o f the ru th ­
less ca p ita lis t class. F o r the workers 
i t  is  no longer a question o f “ snatching 
crumbs” , bu t o f re ta in in g  them. And 
th is  desperate defensive figh t is  insep­
arab ly  bound up w ith  the struggle fo r  
existence itse lf. The social democrats 
by th e ir  en tire  “ po licy of tolerance”  to­
ward the reactionary, a n ti-w o rk ing  class 
Bruening governm ent a re  p lay ing  th e ir 
custom ary ro le  o f ignom inous treachery 
against the workers who fo llo w  it .  W hat 
is th is  po licy based on? E very conces­
sion m ust be made to  B ruen ing  so as 
to avo id the onslaught o f fascism ! In  
order to  avoid the in s titu tio n  o f a form -

League Activities
Tw o o f our very active New Y ork  com­

rades, Tom Stamm and George C larke 
have established th e ir  dom icle in  Cleve­
land where they are w o rk ing  to  bu ild  
the L e ft Opposition. Despite the fa c t 
th a t we have many good supporters in  
th a t c ity  we have not had a function- n ] lv, f asci st: government, every act tha t 
ing  braneh o f the League. T h a t p ro­
spects are very good fo r  such a step is 

apparent from  the reports o f the two 
comrades. The M il ita n t  and our general 
lite ra tu re  is being received eagerly and 
new contacts are a lready gained. We 
know  th a t these tw o  comrades w i l l  spare 
no e ffo rt to b u ild  the movement on a 
substantia l basis. They are now con­
ducting regu lar open a ir  meetings and 
we know we w i l l  be confirmed in  our 
expectations fo r  Cleveland.

Street meetings are also being con­
ducted reg u la rly  by the branches in  New 
Y ork, Chicago and M inneapolis. In  the 
Iwo first-m entioned cities the audiences 
often  ru n  in to  several hundred, and 
w h ile  i t  cannot en tire ly  be term ed a 
steady audience, nevertheless the resu lts 
in  lite ra tu re  sales and contacts gained 
have been vary g ra tify ing .

George Saul is pu tting  .in a busy week 
doing organization w o rk  in  Philadelph ia .
H is  immedaite e ffo rts  are concentrated 
in  help ing to  bu ild  up a defense move­
ment fo r  our comrades M orgenstern and 
Goodman who are now on t r ia l  fo r  sedi­
tion . The  complete fa ilu re  o f the I.  L.
D. to l i f t  as much as a finger to  take up 
the defense o f these tw o  class w a r p ris  
oners made i t  necessary fo r  ou r League 
braneh there to establish its  own defense 
committee. The case its e lf and the open 
sabotage by th  I .  L. D. is described else­
where in  th is  issue. Suffice i t  here to 
emphasize th a t ou r branches everywhere 
as w e ll as the w o rk ing  class in  general 
w i l l  be called upon by the P h iladelph ia  
defense com m ittee to  lend th e ir  most 
active support in  every way to  co llec t 
con tribu tions to he lp  w rest these v ic tim s 
ou t o f i|fhe hands o f  c a p ita lis t dags  
justice.

O ur St. Louis branch has overcome its  
period o f le thargy w h ich obtained some 
tim e ago. I t  is now tak in g  up active 
w o rk  and soon we expect to  be ab le to 
report progress. The Boston branch o r­
ganized a lecture fo r  comrade Cannon 
on June 7. The s ix ty  w orkers present 
discussed very  seriously the problems of 
the Am erican revo lu tion  taken up by 
the speaker. System atic educational ac­
tiv it ie s  o f th is  character, w h ich  is  one 
very im p o rtan t aspect o f the revo lu tion ­
a ry  movement, is  ga in ing va luable con­
tacts. In  Boston, i t  has so fa r  been ex­
pressed m a in ly  in  ve ry  favo ra b ly  and 
extensive c ircu la tio n  fo r  our lite ra tu re .
O ur members there  a re  consciously u t i l ­
iz ing  every such op po rtun ity  in  add ition  
to th e ir  active fun c tion ing  in  the very

d,irectly  prepares and paves -the road 
fo r  a v ictorious, unresisted fasc is t over­
tu rn , is sanctioned. The class conscious­
ness o f the w orkers is lu lle d  to sleep, 
the ris ing  s p ir it  o f class revo lt dampen­
ed. The Le ipz ig  convention in d ire c tly , 
but w ith  an overwhelm ing m a jo rity  ap­
proved th is  po licy o f stabbing the w o rk ­
ing  class in  the back.

The social democracy itse lf is s lipp ing 
down more and m ore from - its  shame­
fu l ly  go tten governm ent posts. B ruen­
ing is etxending the governm ent base to 
the extrem e R ight. B u t the socialists 
are s t i l l  cow ard ly  exe rting  every e ffo rt 
to keep th e ir  w orkers back fro m  open 
resistance. B ruening cuts and slashes the 
last vestiges of w o rk ing  class legis lation. 
The socia lists are behind him . B ruen­
ing  instead, uses the budget fo r  the con­
s truc tion  o f arm ored cruisers. The soc­
ia lis ts  give th e ir  acquiescence. Now, an 
en tire  p a rty  convention is devoted to 
chastis ing the nine “ L e ft”  social dem­
ocra tic deputies who refused to  vote fo r  
the armored cru ise r “ B ” , because they 
see the influence o f the “ p a rty ”  damaged 
by th is  act in  the eyes o f the workers. 
A nd  here even ‘̂ the n ine”  cap itu la te . 
“ The u n ity  o f the p a rty  m ust be pre 
served a t a ll costs” ! U n ity  fo r  what? 
U n ity  in  the attem pt to uphold the c rum ­
b ling  cap ita lis t regime, to  ac t as “ phy­
sicians to the sick bourgeoisie” , as Tar- 
now declared in  the m ain report before 
the convention. “ Is  the w o rk ing  class 
prepared fo r  struggle?” , asked one o f the 
delegates. H e was answered w ith  
thunderous roa r o f yes. Then w hy a l l  
th is  cautiousness? W hy a ll th is  fe a r o f 
struggle? Because the p ro le ta r ia t in  
s trugg le  spells 'the bankruptcy o f the 
social democracy and the conc ilia tion  of 
the p ro le ta rian  mass w ith  the Commun­
is t vanguard.

The social democratic mass is fe rm en t­
in g  w ith  revo lt. The w o rk ing  masses 
are no longer inc lined  to su ffe r the 
abuses o f the hostile  government. The 
la test “ Emergency Decree”  o f the Bruen­
ing government was m et w ith  volleys o f 
storm y pro test fro m  every1 section o f the 
country. The more enlightened bourge­
oisie rea lize its  danger. Thus, the B er­
lin e r  Tageb la tt pa the tica lly  appeals to 
the great “ stable p a rty  o f the German 
c it iz e n ry ”  to  cease its  po licy o f to le ra ting  
the B ruen ing  government to head o ff the 
tempestuous re vo lt o f the masses. B u t 
the social democratic lackeys a re  even 
more reactionary than these layers o f 
the  bourgeoisie, they are determ ined to 
go to  the la s t d itc h —fo r  th e ir  cap ita l-

A lready the rebe llion  w ith in  the very 
ranks o f the social democracy its e lf is 
deepening. W h ile  the convention was in  
session a t Leipzig, the fo rm er Reichstag 
deputy Jacobshagen and numerous local 
groups o f social democrats and social 
dem ocratic youth declared th e ir  adher­
ence to the Com unist pa rty . In  the 
ga lle ries o f the convention h a ll a t  Le ip­
zig, the voice o f the social democratic 
ran k  and file  made its e lf  heard more 
than once, in  the alm ost unanimous ap­
plause fo r the isolated delegates o f the 
extreme L e ft, in  the cheers a t the men­
tion  o f the Soviet Union, etc. The soc­
ia l democratic workers w i l l  no t to le r­
ate the treacherous, kow tow ing passiv­
ity  o f th e ir  leaders much longer. T h e ir 
la s t conques# are being w iped ou t by 
the governm ent o f fascist preparation. 
Unemployment insurance cu t in  ha lf. 
The burden o f taxes heaped h igher on 
the w orkers’ backs. The Schiele W heat 
Laws make the cost o f liv in g  unbear­
able. Dem ocratic r ig h ts  are sum m arily  
suspended w ith  the f u l l  co llabora tion  of 
the social dem ocratic police comission- 
ers. A t  Leipzig, the S. P. fe ll v ic tim  
to a decree against dem onstrations p ro­
m ulgated by th e ir  “ ow n”  police commis­
sioner, Fleissner. A ga inst a l l this, the 
social dem ocratic w orkers are prepared 
to  figh t w ith  the rest o f th e ir  class, de-' 
spite and, in  due tim e, even against th e ir  
ignoble leaders.

The w ay to un ite  a l l  workers in  com­
mon strugg le lies in  the un ited fro n t un ­
der the leadership o f the Communist 
party . The social democratic workers 
cannot be won over fo r  un ited struggle 
by Thae lm ann’s denunciation o f the ir 
leaders as social fascists, n o r by empty 
appeals to break w ith  Breitscheid, W eis 
and Co., to  jo in  the C. P. G. They 
can and w i l l  be convinced o f the correct­
ness o f the Communist positions, and 
lined  up fo r  the  red f ro n t  o f p ro le ta r­
ian  v ic to ry , by un ited action -against the 
outrageous decrees o f the B ruen ing  gov­
ernment, by un ited strugg le against wage 
reductions and fo r  economic collabora­
tio n  w ith  the U. S. S. R. Up to  the 
present the Communist pa rty , hampered 
by its  c e n tris t baggage, has been unable 
to  take fu l l  advantage o f th is  prom is ing 
s itua tion . The sooner the German Com­
munists r id  themselves o f th e ir  confused 
and vac illa tin g  S ta lin is t leadership, w ith  
the id  slogans o f “ na tiona l lib e ra tio n ”  and 
the “ people’s re vo lu tion ” , w ith  the ir 
theories o f “ social fascism ”  and th e ir 
s p littin g  tactics in  the trade unions the 
quicker w i l l  the mass o f w orkers s t i l l  
under the influence o f the social dem­
ocracy be liberated from  it ,  the qu icker 
w i l l  they become attached to the Com­
m unist vanguard, the qu icker w i l l  the 
road be cleared o f a l l re fo rm is t obstacles 
fo r  the v ic torious upsurge o f the prole­
ta r ia n  revo lu tion .

— S. GORDON.

The Provisional Government in Action
On Monday, M ay 11 a genra l s tr ike  in  M adrid , where f if ty  were arrested out- 

was declared in  M adrid  by the C. N. T.
[A narcho-syndica lis t trade un ion center].
The U. G. T. [G eneral W orkers U n ion ], 
the re fo rm is t organ ization o f the Labor 
m in ister, Largo Caballero, was against the 
s trike , which was declared in  spite of 
the re form ists , th rough  the so lida rity  
w ith  the v ic tim s  o f the w o rk ing  people 
o f M adrid  in  the clashes w ith  the mon­
arch is ts  on M ay 10, a fte r a meeting of 
fo llow e rs  o f the k in g  who was expelled 
fro m  Spain by the people and in  a de­
m onstra tion against the reactionary da ily, 
the “ A. B. C.”

The M ad rid  people arose against the 
government o f M aura and A lca la  Zamora 
who showed exceptional tolerance tow ard  
the  m onarchists w h ile  con tinu ing  the po l­
icy  o f an ti-w o rk ing  class repression of 
the previous governments. The m in is te r 
o f the  In te r io r , M aura, proved h im se lf a 
v io le n t enemy o f the revo lu tion . I t  was 
he, who gave the m onarchists the per­
m it to demonstrate. He i t  was, also, 
who ordered to fire  against the pro le­
ta r ia t demanding w o rk  and bread, a t 
B ilbao Seville, etc.

The libe ra tion  o f Berenguer, the gen­
era l responsible fo r the d isaster o f M or­
occo in  1921, the second d ic ta to r, the 
vicious, reactionary who executed Galan 
and Garcia Hernandez*, the same B e r­
enguer who m ost v io len tly  applied d ic­
ta to rsh ip  and repression against the pro­
le ta r ia t in  o rder to  save the crum b ling  
m onarch ist régime, has g rea tly  outraged 
the people o f M adrid  and o f a l l  Spain.
In  such a s itua tion , the s tr ik e  o f Mon­
day M ay 11, took place a t M adrid , amid 
the greatest excitement. The people of 
M ad rid  hu rled  its e lf  en masse against 
the c le rgy, bu rn ing  the churches and the 
convents and stressing w ith  these ac­
tions the tasks concerning the “ responsi- 
bles” , fo rgo tten  by the  governm ent of 
the republicans and the socialists. A fte r  
th e ir  ascendancy to power they have fo r ­
gotten those responsible fo r  the past and 
the clergy continues to  ex is t under fa vo r­
ab le conditions even w ith  the republican 
régime : C a rd ina l Segura has been pe rm it­
ted to ca rry  on a strugg le against the 
Republic. I t  m ust not be fo rgo tte n  th a t 
Messrs. M aura and A lca la  Zamora are 
fe rven t Catholic.

To be sure, the people has given the 
governm ent a serious w a rn ing  and the 
la tte r  has been forced to take the  great­
est measures o f precaution and even to 
a rres t several Monarchisttst B u t most 
o f A lfonso ’s fo llow ers  have a lready been 
set free, secretly and unobserved. F irs t 
however, M. M aura and some o f the 
governm ental organs started a v io len t 
campaign against the Communists and 
accused them  o f  m aking a bloc w ith  
the M onarchists. I t  is  true  th a t reac­
tio n  against the Communists became 
m anifest in  a large measure and tha t 
to  a certa in  degree, the people believed 
the news o f the press. A  sentiment <■.’ 
h o s tility  arose against the Communist.;, 
the government p ro fitin g  by i t  to begin 
persecutions o f Communists, especially

side o f the M onarchists, who were the 
rea l provocateurs.

The p rov is iona l governm ent has been 
com m itting  a rb itra ry  acts, fa r  m ore 
scandalous than those o f the P rim o  de 
R ivera d ic ta to rs h ip ; P rim o, a t least a l­
ways manifested h is  reactionary  charac­
te r openly, w ith o u t h id in g  anything. H i 
made governm enta l arrests and caller 
them  such. B u t the  government o f th  
Republic arrests Com m unists w ithou  
any legal grounds, in  sp ite  o f the law, 
in  spite o f “ repub lican democracy” , and 
throw s them in to  the prisons, m a in ta in ­
ing  a l l along—the D ire c to r o f P ub lic  
Safety (P o lice) is speaking— th a t “ there 
are no grounds fo r arrests some are due 
to m istakes on p a rt o f the po lice” . B u t 
M ad rid  was in  a state o f m a rt ia l la w  and 
the m il ita ry  judge tr ie d  ve ry  ha rd  to  
find  something to  stage a t r ia l against 
the Communists —  w ith o u t success. A f­
te r the state o f m a rt ia l law  wsa lifte d , 
the judge had to acquit a l l  the  prison­
ers, bu t then, the same d ire c to r o f Pub­
lic  Saftey, the "ve ry  dem ocratic”  R ad i­
cal-Socia list, M. Galarza, one o f those 
who protested most lo ud ly  against a rb i­
t ra ry  arrests when he was a prisoner 
o f Berenguer, fo rge tting  a l l these declara­
tions a rb it ra r ily  kep t the Communists 
o f M ad rid  imprisoned. T h is  is the  po in t 
o f departu re  tow a rd  the scandalous and 
c r im in a l il le g a lity  resumed by the  r e  
publican governm ent in  the same place 
and w ith  even grea te r violence thaD 
the form er reactionary government.

Spain is  approaching constituen t elec­
tions and the republicans are determ ined 
to  get r id  o f the Communists and the 
revo lu tiona ry  w orkers even before the 
elections.

The offic ia l Spanish Com m unist P a rty  
is always ready to  com m it s tup id ities 
w ith o u t tak in g  in to  account the  s itua­
tion, w ith o u t considering the ex is ting  
revo lu tiona ry  opportunities, w h ich  are 
very  favo rab le  fo r  thq  crea tion  o f a 
Com m unist p a rty  capable o f organizing 
the w o rk in g  elites fo r  the seizure o f 
power. B u t the offic ia l bureaucracy no 
longer lives in  the dom ain o f revo lu tion ­
ary  re a lity . They fo rg e t th a t the p a rty  
does no t exist, th a t i t  m ust be organized, 
th a t Soviets have no t yet, been form ed 
The p a rty  leadership issues em pty slo­
gans “ fo r  the im m ediate in su rrec tio n ” , 
w ith o u t a party , w ith o u t Soviets, w ith ­
ou t a w o rk ing  class prepared fo r  the 
struggle. The Spanish “ Len in is ts ’ o f 
the “ th ird  period”  have fo rgo tten  the 
teachings o f Len in  d u rin g  the struggles 
in  J u ly  1917 a't Petrograd. The ir r e ­
sponsible bureaucracy o f the C. P. S. Is 
very “ capable”  o f p lay ing  a t insurrec 
tion— con tra ry  to the teachings o f Leni 
— bu t not of m aking the revo lu tion .

The L e ft  O pposition has a great ta5 

to fu l f i l l  and is a lready active ly  engagei 
w ork ing  w ith  a l l its  forces to  suecet 
M adrid, S o lita ry  Prison, M ay 21, 1931 

— H . LA C R O IX .

* Leaders of the popu lar m il ita ry  re ­
v o lt a t Jaca, las t December.— Ed.

Organization Notes
O ur Subscrip tion Campaign

W ith  th is  issue the special subscrip­
tio n  campaign comes 'to a close. A l­
though the results show a steady upward 
c lim b on o u r m a ilin g  lis t,  both fo r  in- 
d ivdua l subscriptions and fo r  bundle 
sales du rin g  the period, they have not 
been as great as they should be. The 
Chicago branch heads the l is t  w ith  44 
subscriptions to its  c red it. I t  w ins the 
f irs t  prize. The New Y ork  branch comes 
next w ith  37 subs to its  c red it e n titlin g  
i t  to  the  second prize. T h ird  is the 
M inneapolis branch w ith  22 subscrip­
tions to its  cred it. The St. Louis branch 
turned in  23 subs bu t a t the tim e  of 
closing had no t en tire ly  completed the 
payments.

We are in  th is  ta b u la tio n  counting 
on ly  actua l completed subscriptions and 
the to ta l resu lts  w ou ld  indeed look very 
modest i f  i t  had no t been fo r  the fae t 
th a t a good portion , the  most substantia l 
portion , is  made up by m any subs coming 
in  d irec t th rough in d iv idu a l e ffo rts  of 
supporters and readers scattered through 
ou t the country.

There has, o f course been the great 
d ifficu lty  in  the way th a t the subscrip­
tion  campaign was conducted du ring  the 
period o f the sem i-m onthly appearance 
o f the Militant. T h is  counts against the 
past bu t very much in  favo r o f the 
fu tu re . Therefore . w h ile  th is  stage o f 
our subscrip tion drive  is closed we should 
now be able to  begin anew, and begin 
on a much more favorable basis. We 
have reason to believe th a t a l l  ou r com­
rades and supporters w i l l  now, w ith  ^he 
W eekly a c tu a lly  in  existence, undertake 
in  a system atic manner the continuous 
extension o f the c ircu la tio n  o f the Mili­
tant. I t  can be done by renew ing the 
exp ired subscriptions, by ob ta in ing  new 
subscriptions, by b u ild in g  up newsstand 
sales and by increasing the present 
bundle order sales.

O ur P rogram  o f Expansion Campaign
W ith  th is  issue the second step o f our 

Expansion P rogram  has become a re a l­
ity .  F irs t  we established the  Pioneer 
Publishers, now the W eekly M il ita n t  is 
here. A lthough  we were by J u ly  f irs t 
a few  do lla rs  short o f the s tipu la ted 
sum o f $1,000 collected on the expansion 
program  w e can nevertheless say th a t 
w  have succeeded \through th e  splendid 
« .o r ts  o f  ~u - J ->° and supporters.

Gn the financ ia l aspect o f th is  pro 
gram some branches have no t responded 
as w e ll. F o r example the con tribu tions ’ 
from  Chicago and fro m  Toron to  have 
been ra th e r small. iWe do no t believe 
th a t the possib ilities in  these tw o cities 
have been p a r tic u la r ly  restricted , buit 
ra the r tha t they have no t been fo llowed 
up so w e ll. There are yet qu ite  a good 
number o f pledges w h ich  have been made 
fo r  the Expansion P rogram  w hich should 
be collected e ither im m edia te ly o r in  
insta llm ents whichever basis was p ro ­
vided fo r. And th a t is tru e  no t on ly  in  
Chicago and Toronto bu t also elsewhere. 
There are undoubtedly s t i l l  some sym­
pathetic supporters who could be vis ited 
and add itiona l sums secured. No.w we 
have also issued reg u la r con tribu tion  
lis ts  fo r  the W eekly  Militant which 
should be used to  p ick  up sm all change 
from  any w o rke r w ill in g  to give sup­
port. A  system atic e ffo rt in  th is  re ­
spect, w ith  every comrade partic ipa ting , 
can become a substantia l help. The 
sums turned in  on these lis ts  w i l l  also 
be cred ited to the branches as th e ir pa rt 
in  the Expansion Program  since i t  is 
already such a p a rt by v ir tu re  of being 
fo r  the establishm ent o f the  W eekly.

W ith  the accomplishments a lready re­
corded, a lthough modest, bu t a rea l ac­
com plishm ent fo r  a sm all revo lu tionary 
group, we have a ll reason to fee l con 
fident th a t we can proceed qu ite rap id ly  
to the next step w h ich is to be rea lized 
w ith  the collections reaching $1,500. In

speaking o f the fu r th e r  steps i t  should 
not be overlooked th a t the p a r i w h ich 
was re a lly  reserved fo r  the fina l goal 
o f the program , 'that is  the b u ild in g  ol 
a sta ff, is a lready also on '¡he way to 
accomplishment.

New Y o rk
(Cannon) $1.00 

New Y ork  
( E. Goodstein ) 28 00 
New Y o rk

(H o ffm an) 5 00
New Y ork

(Capelis) 2.00
New Y o rk

(F riedm an) 1.00
Los Angeles .50
New Y o rk

(B erm an) 10.00
New Y’c rk

OS. C.) 2.00
Boston 20.00
New Y o rk

(Fe ldm an) .50
New Haven 5.00
P ittsburgh 3.80
New Y ork

(L e w it t) 5.00
New Y ork

(Anonym ous) 4.10

$87.90
Previously
reported 901.50

T o ta l (o date $989.40

T W O  N E W  P A M P H LE TS
Just O ff The Press!

by LEO N  TR O TS K Y

T H E  S P A N IS H  R E V O L U T IO N  IN  D AN G ER
64 pages —  15c per copy Special Rates in  Bundles

PROBLEMS o f  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  u . s . s . r .
48 pages —  15c per copy

PIONEER PUBLISHERS
84 East 10th Street 
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ON TH E  WORKERS’ FRO NT
Opposition Appeals To Milliners

We p r in t  below the p rin c ip a l extracts 
Irom  a leafle t issued to  the L e ft w ing 
w orkers in  the headgear m arke t o f New 
Y o rk  by the  fra c tio n  o f the Com m unist 
League (O pposition).— Ed.

To A l l  M il ita n t  M illin e ry  W orkers 
(B lockers, O perators, T rim m ers, C u tte rs)

The g ro w th  and steady ascent o f the 
C loth-Hat-C ap and M il lin e r  W orker In ­
te rna tiona l from  the  period of 1921 to 
1927 had been checked by the reactionary 
hand o f M r. Z a ritsky . The greatest
gains fo r  the un ion were recorded at 
u n t il the “ w o rthy  President per- 
the 1927 convention and lasted on ly  
fected the m achinery fo r  the coming be­
traya ls  o f the m illin e ry  workers. The 
vicious campaign against the workers 
started  w ith  the  ru th less e lim in a tio n  of 
every b it  o f m ilita n t leadership in  
the d iffe re n t pa rts  o f the coun try  
as w e ll as in  New Y ork. The President 
together w ith  the G. E. B. succeeded in  
th e ir  planned campaign to underm ine the 
strength o f the New Y ork  Loca l 43, of 
Boston oLca l 7, o f the Chicago Capmak­
ers organization, etc., and came to  the 
1929 convention w ith  g re a tly  d im in ished 
forces and  broken ranks. The e lim in a ­
t io n  o f the L e ft w ing fro m  active pa r­
tic ip a tio n  and leadership in  the In te r ­
n a tio n a l m eant the v ir tu a l destruction 
Of w o rk in g  conditions in  the cap and 
m il l in e ry  shops. . . .

The m illin e ry  w orkers a re  becoming 
more and more convinced o f the e v il of 
the present policies and where they lead 
t o ; th e ir  hopes are in  the L e ft w ing. 
The dissatisfaction and fe rm en t in  the 
ranks of the m illin e ry  w orkers is deep­
going and found its  expression recently 
in  the opposition to the s igning o f the 
collective agreement. Had a well-con­
solidated, organized L e ft  w ing  existed in  
the m illin e ry  trade a t th is  tim e, o u r bu r­
eaucrats would p re tty  much shake in  the ir 
back door deals w ith  the  bosses. A  L e ft 
w ing  force w h ich  w i l l  be a challenge 
to the hand in  glove w o rk  w ith  the boss­
es m ust rise  on the wave o f the dis­
content o f the broad masses o f headwear 
w orkers. There fore the task o f the .Un­
ited  Rank and E ile  Committee a t p re­
sent is  to  ra l ly  a l l  m illin e ry  workers 
ready and w ill in g  to figh t against the 
present officialdom  and its  policies in  
Local 42 and 24, and regardless o f th e ir  
p o lit ic a l opin ion, s o lid ify  them  in to  one 
compact force w h ich  would act as a 
m il ita n t group fo r  the in terests o f the 
workers w ith in  the locals and the In -

w h ich  _w ill establish u n ity  o f a l l  genu­
ine L e ft  w ing  forces and consolidate 
in to  a  strong fa c to r th a t w i l l  f ig h t against 
the reactionary  po lic ies o f the  Z a rit-  
skys in  the locals and w ith in  the In te r­
na tiona l. The demands o f th is  confer­
ence should be:

(a ) im m ediate establishm ent o f a bu l­
le tin  system fo r  the  d iv lson  o f 
jobs, con tro lled  by a com m ittee s i 
w orkers d u ly  elected a t local meet­
ings ; the jobs ava ilab le  and d is tr i­
buted should be pu b lic ly  displayed 
fo r  a l l  w orkers in  the un ion head­
quarters.

(b ) Shop committees o f a l l  branches 
employed in  the shop should be 
elected a t regu la r shop meetings.

(c ) exempt stamps and a l l  un ion  righ ts  
fo r  unem ployed m illin e ry  workers.

(d ) no overtim e should be perm itted  
in  any shop.

(e) ab o lition  o f tem porary w ork ing  
cards.

( f )  lo w e ring  o f dues fo r  those em­
ployed.

(g ) unem ploym ent insurance tfo be 
ra ised through a percentage paid 
in  by the bosses.

(h ) an  im m edia te low ering  o f wages 
fo r  the offic ia ldom  w h ich w ou ld  
correspond w ith  the- average earn­
ings o f the m illin e ry  w orkers.

( i )  an o rgan iza tion  d r ive  to  abolish 
the sweat shop; th is  organ ization 
d r iv e  should be ca rried  on by a ll 
m illin e ry  w orkers ready to  serve 
the un ion and should be substi­
tu ted fo r  the reactionary proposal 
fo r  a stoppage.

We propose the adop tion by the L e ft 
w ing  o f the slogan T H E  S IX  H O UR 
D A Y  W IT H O U T  R E D U C T IO N  IN  PAY, 
and as a un ion demand to be a tta ined 
im m edia te ly the fo r ty  hour, five day 
week fo r  a l l m illin e ry  w orkers— a bu rn ­
in g  necessity a t  th is  period o f w ide­
spread economic crisis. A  shorte r week 
w ou ld  insure m ore w o rk  fo r  the  unem­
ployed and help check the underm in ing 
o f un ion standards.

,We c a ll upon the U n ited  R ank and 
E ile  Com m ittee to  adopt and act im m e­
d ia te ly  upon these proposals.

F o r a un ited  and effective L e ft w ing  
in  the m illin e ry  tra d e !

M illin e ry  W orkers, Members of 
the Com m unist League o f A m erica 

(O pposition)

Cleveland Party 
&  Unemployment
On F rid a y  the nineteenth there was an 

unem ploym ent dem onstra tion in  Cleve­
land ca lled by the party , in  w h ich we 
took part. H a rd ly  a thousand p a rtic i­
pated. There < were on ly  three placards 
displayed in  the whole rigm aro le . And 
besides i t  was qu ite  sp iritless. Sam Don, 
the D . O., stood in  command fro m  be­
hind. The dem onstrators marched on 
the C ity  H a ll where they were allowed 
w ith o u t any res is tance whatsoever to 
enter, en masse, the c ity  council cham­
ber, where the c ity  council men awaited 
them fo r  a hearing. And here lies the 
crux  o f the  m atter.

The p a rty  has changed its  slogans and 
its  position on the question o f unemploy­
ment. I t  no longer demands unem ploy­
ment insurance— $15 per week and an 
add itiona l three fo r  each dependent. To­
day i t  asks fo r  re lie f ( ! )  and i t  does 
not even specify how much. T h is  brings 
i t  in to  con flic t not w ith  the cap ita lis t 
class o r its  government, bu t w ith  the 
ch a rity  o rgan iza tions! As a m a tte r o f 
fact, the whole hearing, w ith  the council- 
men was devoted in  the m ain to prov ing 
w hether the charities were c o rru p t o r 
not, w hether they had denied food to th is  
Ind iv idua l or not, w hether they had g iv­
en five do lla rs  instead o f nine. The un­
employed council even produced, three 
cases to  prove the g ra ft  o f the cha rity  
organization. A nd  the, w itnesses! Own­
ers o f houses, insurance policies, hun­
dreds o f do lla rs  in  grocery b ills , and 
w ha t not. The p a rty  has sunk in to  the 
w o rs t k in d  o f opportunism . N o t unem­
ploym ent insurance because th a t re ­
quires a d ifficu lt struggle— but the path 
o f least resistance— only r e l ie f ; i t ’s easier 
to get, appears to be the a ttitud e  o f the 
pa rty . The whole unemployment s trug­
gle degenerates in to  whether the char­
ities  association sha ll pay its  re lie f  in  
cash o r in  k ind . A nd to make up fo r 
th is  k ind  o f opportunism  the pa rty  te lls  
the w orkers in  an adven tu ris t braggad- 
»c-o. “ i f  they won’t  give us th is  re lie f 
we w i l l  go and take it . ”  B y the way, 
the police were com plete ly conspicuous 
by th e ir  absence. O nly three mounted 
cops were v is ib le  on the whole line  of 
m a rc h ; not a single cop in  the c ity  h a ll 
to be seen.
Cleveland. — GEORGE C LA R K E .

CHRISTOPHER, IL L .
The new devlopments o f the m ost out­

standing significance in  the I ll in o is  m ine 
fie lds can be enumerated as fo llow s  :

1. The sub -d is tric t convention o f 
F ra n k lin  County adopted something like  
104 reso lu tions pe rta in ing  to  changes in  
the constitution . The preamble changes 
the notorious re trea t of “ an  equitable 
share o f w hat we produce”  back to  the 
figh ting  p rinc ip le  o f “ the f u l l  share of 
ou r product” . F u rthe r, the convention 
changed the cons titu tion  to  the effect 
th a t no offic ia l in  the organ ization can 
succeed h im se lf in  office. G iv ing more 
power in to  the hands o f the  p it  com­
m ittees, and less power to jo in t  group 
boards o f conc ilia tion

2. The present ran k  and f ile  move­
ment is the greatest and m ost effective 
up ris ing  o f the I ll in o is  m iners.

3. The honesty and devotion o f the 
m a jo rity  o f the  leaders th a t have sprung 
up in  the course o f th is  new tu rn  can­
not be doubted.

4. The movement is so d runk  w ith  
rank and file ism  th a t no offic ia ls o f the 
organization are a llow ed to address the 
m iners.

5. The d iv is io n  o f the ran k  and file  
m iners since the Lew isrF ishw ick figh t 
was p ra c tica lly  liqu ida ted outside o f a 
few im ported henchmen th a t invaded 
the conference fo r  ‘the purpose o f caus­
ing  con fus ion and spread ing d iscou r­
agement. However, the convention over­
whelmed these too ls and resolved to  ex­
term inate  from  w ith in  the ranks.

The convention c a ll sent ou t to  every 
loca l un ion in  )the sta te is  o f g reat 
importance. The convention w i l l  have 
much w o rk  to  rea lize as a rea l m iners' 
convention has not been in  effect since 
the old  pre-war days. The sub-d is tric t 
convention o f F ra n k lin  country was very 
much a live  w ith  discussion and fire 
fro m  the delegates. The convention de­
liberated over 12 days, adopted over 200 
resolutions and d id  other th ings to per­
fect its  o rgan izationa l m achinery.

The greatest danger before the ra n k  
and file  m iners a t the present tim e is 
the fa c t th a t the I llin o is  movment can 
be converted in to  a ta i l  o f Lew is and the 
movement can fu rth e r come under the 
wings o f the Lew is machine as a whole. 
There has been hesita tion  on the pa rty  
of some o f the leaders to come out

s tra ig h tfo rw a rd ly  in  opposition to Lew is 
as w e ll. They have taken re fu g ; under 
phrases lik e  “ I  am w illin g  to  do w hat 
the ra n k  and file  w an t to  do.”  Y e t a t 
the same tim e, they re fra in  fro m  bo ld­
ly  a ttack ing  Lewis. They are most 
m il ita n t  in  opposition to  the d is tr ic t  o f­
fic ia ldom  led by W alker. The m iners 
m ust organize themselves so s trong ly  
th a t any leading in d iv id u a l w i l l  be in ­
s ta n tly  crushed when he pu lls  anyth ing 
to  d iv e rt the ran k  and file  movement 
from  its  proper course.

I  know  th a t the ran k  and file  w i l l  
not “ save”  the U. M. W. A. I  know  
th a t Lew is is determ ined to go down the 
line  w ith  the  un ion under h is  arm i f  
i t  means its  destruction . B u t the tim e 
is not fa r  o ff when the W est V irg in ia  
m iners’ un ion, the I ll in o is  ran k  and file  
movement, the N a tiona l M iners Union, 
and other groups throughout the coun­
t r y  w i l l  constitu te  the m a te ria l th a t w i l l  
fo rm  a pow erfu l m iners’ in d u s tr ia l un­
ion. T h is  objective is the on ly  way out.

— G ERRY A LLA R D .

(O ther m iners’ news on page one)

♦  ♦  ♦

TH E  SECOND CONVENTION OF TH E 

C. L . A . (O PPO SITION)

D u rin g  the la tte r  p a rt o f 'the W in te r 
m onths we expected to  set the f irs t  
week in  J u ly  as a ten ta tive  date fo r  the 
second na tiona l conference o f the Com­
m un is t League of Am erica (O pposition). 
The fina l date o f course m ust be con­
d itioned upon the pub lica tion  o f our 
theses o f fu tu re  perspectives and tasks. 
These are now p ra c tica lly  completed and 
being sent to  the  non-Tesident N . E. C. 
the exact date together w ith  the various 
ments. W e expect th e ir  pub lica tion  as 
a special supplement to  the issue o f the 
M il ita n t  dated J u ly  18.

There  w i l l  then fo llo w  a two-months 
period fo r  discussion o f the issues raised, 
to be conducted in  the columns o f the 
M ilita n t.  We are the rfo re  o r ie n tin g  upon 
a fina l conference date o f about Septem­
ber 15. However, the  offic ia l ca ll w h ich 
is  to  be issued ve ry  soon w i l l  specify 
the exact date, toegther w ith  the various 
regulations fo r  the conference.

every indus try . T he  w orkers to  be sure 
having registered a grow ing dissatisfac­
t io n  and increased attem pts a t resist­
ance bu t they have n o t ye t taken the 
fo rm  o f a consciously prepared defen­
sive. In  the  wage slashing campaign 
a defin ite ro le  has been assigned to  the 
M acDonald government. P r io r  to  its  
tak in g  over the re ins fo r  h is m ajesty, 
these Labor p a rty  po litic ians  were ra the r 
unsparing  in  th e ir  demands fo r  cap ita l in ­
vestments fo r  expansion of B r it is h  in ­
dustry . U sually, th is  fo llow ed w ith  a 
veiled “ th re a t”  th a t i f  cap ita lism  could 
no t ru n  industry , the w orkers would. 
N o t th a t th is  was intended fo r  :he 
ears of the w orkers and fo r  them  to 
c a rry  ou t the p ractica l conclusions there­
from . F a r fro m  tha t. I t  was intended 
as a pressure upon cap ita lism . A nd to­
day h is to ry  is d ra w in g  the conclusion 
fo r  M acDonald and h is colleagues. I t  
flows in ev ita b ly  fro m  th e ir  pos ition  as 
his m a jesty ’s m in is ters, as lieutenants 
o f cap ita lism  o f the m ost m iserable but 
also m ost cunning ly treacherous social 
re fo rm is t stripe. The irs  is now the pa r­
tic u la r  task, no longer o f m outh ing 
phrases about w orkers run n ing  industry , 
bu t o f app ly ing  the instrum ents o f capi­
ta lis t state coercion to reduce the w o rk ­
ers’ standard o f l iv in g ; to assure the 
basis fo r  ra tio n a liza tio n  and fu r th e r  ex­
p lo ita tion . T h a t i t  is  precisely also the 
labo r government w h ich  is assigned the 
task o f m aking preparations fo r  the com­
in g  im p e ria lis t conflic t— disguised under 
peace palavers— coincides w ith  its  posi­
tion.

B u t the  plans o f the  c a p ita lis t mas­
te rs  o f England inc lud ing  the specific 
tasks assigned to  the Labor government, 
have no t yet fu l ly  m ateria lized. Thus, 
despite the menacing clouds w h ich  now 
so frequ en tly  ■ threa ten the  much cherish 
ed jobs o f these roya l m in is ters they 
w il l ,  b a rrin g  unforeseen developments, 
s t i l l  be able to hang on fo r  some tim e. 
B u t th a t w i l l  make possible the fu rth e r 
com pletion o f the process o f d is illu s io n ­
ment and make the break more decisive. 
I t  w i l l  make the com ing class battles 
more decisive also. Y et the a l l  im por­
tan t question rem ains the c la r ity  and 
defintieness o f w o rk ing  class direction. 
W il l  the Communist forces be able to 
lead?

—A R N E  SW ABECK.

N o te : T h is  is the f irs t  o f a series of 
a rtic les  on the present s itua tion  in  Eng­
land and the tasks o f the Communists. 
A  second ins ta llm ent w i l l  appear in  the 
nex t issue.— Ed.)
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te rna tiona l.
To accomplish th is  task  we m ust p ro ­

ceed Im m ediate ly to  the ca llin g  o f a 
ra n k  and  f ile  conference leaving the 
basis fo r  a rea l broad representation of 
a l l  rank and f ile  m illin e ry  w o rke rs ; to 
such a  conference a ll w o rke rs  ca lled  
m ust be given the op po rtu n ity  to  ex­
press th e ir  view  and opinions on how 
to  conduct the strugg le against the 
treachery o f the officials. A  na rrow  ra n k  
and f ile  com m ittee m echanically con tro l­
led w i l l  on ly shout phrases b u t w i l l  not 
succeed in  ra lly in g  the m illin e ry  w orkers 
and d irec tin g  th e ir  discontent in to  figh t­
in g  channels, as recent experiences have 
taugh t us.

The c a ll fo r  the conference m ust con­
ta in  a restatem ent o f princip les. U p t i l l  
now the pos ition  o f the  U. R. F. C. has 
not been made suffic iently c lear to  every 
w o rke r in  the m illin e ry  trade. A t  the 
outset when the U. R. F. C. was consti­
tuted, the po licy p reva iling  was to  w o rk  
under the d irec t supervision o f the Needle 
Trades W orkers In d u s tr ia l U n ion  w ith  
the a im  in  m ind to  break away fro m  the 
R ig h t w ing  con tro lled  un ion as soon a« 
“ feasible” , w h ich  would mean the break­
in g  away o f sm all and ins ign ifican t sec­
tions o f the m illin e ry  w orkers and leav-- 
ing  the b u lk  o f them a t Z a rits k y ’s m er­
cies. N a tu ra lly  we who helped hasten 
the movement o f the U. R. F . C. and 
helped c rys ta llize  the sentim ent against 
the collective agreement d id  no t and 
could not subscribe to such a policy. A t 
present the U. R. F. C. utterances do no t 
m ention a t a l l its  a ttitud e  tow ards the 
N. T. W . I .  U. The present negative 
a ttitu d e  is equa lly  incorrect. W e L e ft 
w ingers cannot ignore the N. T . W . I .  U. 
Fear o f the R. F. C. to  m ention the N. 
T . W . I .  U. and to take a positive stand 
la  on ly m isleading to  the w o rkers  who 
should know  ou r views and dutieis to  
the In d u s tr ia l Union.

I t  should be made c lear th a t w h ile  we 
are b u ild in g  an opposition w ith in  the 
R ig h t w ing con tro lled  un ion w ith  the 
ob jective o f  changing the R ig h t w ing 
po licy  and w ith  the a im  in  m ind  to 
tra n s fo rm  the un ion in to  a figh ting  
weapon o f the workers, we a t the same 
tim e do no t deny o u r lo y a lty  to  the  p r in ­
c ip les o f the N . T . W . I .  U. and indus­
t r ia l  un ion ism  and we w i l l  continue our 
struggles fo r  such p rinc ip les  and  w i l l  
figh t fo r  and demand a un ited  f ro n t  w ith  
the N. T. W . I .  U. In  its  w o rk  o f o r ­
ganizing  the  unorganized as a  step to ­
w a rd  the eventual establishm ent o f one 
in d u s tr ia l un ion fo r  a l l needle trades 
workers

Nevertheless a g reat departure has 
been made by the  U. R. F. C. fro m  Us 
o rig in a l course and th is  makes i t  possi­
ble fo r  a l l  elements to  find  a basis fo r  
un ite d  w o rk . We m illin e ry  workers, 
members o f the L e ft  Opposition, c a ll upon 
the m il ita n t  w orkers  to ra l ly  to  the sup­
p o rt o f th e  U n ited  R ank and F ile  Com­
m ittee. We m ust give ample and serious 
thought to  the im pera tive  need o f un ited 
action o f the L e ft  w ing  in  the task o f 
’ reventing fu r th e r  be traya ls  by the R igh t

ng ad m in is tra tio n  in  New Y o rk  as w e ll 
ewhere.

a l l upon the U. R . F. C. to  issue 
fo r  a ra n k  and f ile  conference

W h ere  Does British Labor Stand?
B y the thesis o f the  E leventh Comin­

te rn  P lenum  we a re  in fo rm ed th a t the 
grow ing con trasts between the  systems of 
Soviet economy and ca p ita lis t economy 
is the “ kernel o f contem porary in te rna­
tio n a l re la tions” . W ith o u t fo r  one mo­
m ent overlooking th is  g row ing  contrast, 
i t  is  necessary to  observe the “ s lig h t”  
e rro r o f estim ate made by the authors. 
The kernel o f contem porary in te rn a tio n ­
a l re la tions is no t ye t th is  g row ing con- 
trasV  No, th is  ke rn e l is  (s till to  be 
found in  the Increasing ly fu rio u s  con­
test between the m ain im p e ria lis t powers 
fo r  hegemony o f the w o rld  m arket.—  
M ore precisely the r iv a lry  between the 
U n ited States and England.

B oth  o f these powers are in  the throes 
o f the deep-going c a p ita lis t w o rld  crisis. 
The unbrid led  expansion o f Am erican 
im peria lism  is a lready fo rc in g  England 
to the w a ll. In  actua l practise i t  is now 
being demonstrated th a t the fo rm er, in  
order to overcome its  economic d ifficu l­
ties w i l l  proceed y e t m ore ru th less ly  
fu r th e r  to  establish and m a in ta in  its  
w o rld  hegemony against Europe, and pa r­
tic u la r ly , aga inst its  m ain com petito r— 
England. I t  is  in  th is  sphere th a t the 
most g igan tic  con flic t ye t is  being pre­
pared. New wars and revo lu tions w h ich 
w i l l  shake the w o rld  to  its  foundation. 
The storm  clouds are gathering and 
m oving w ith  ever increasing velocity. This 
w h ich  has been assigned on ly  second­
a ry  place in  the E leven th  Com intern 
P lenum  thesis, is  the “ kernel o f contem­
po ra ry  in te rn a tio n a l re la tions.”

M anuvering fo r  position through econ­
om ic and d ip lo m a tic  means has so fa r  
characterized the contest between theaa 
tw o  po w e rs ; tha t Is, w ith  a few  engineer­
ed revo lu tions th ro w n  in  fo r  good mea­
sure. A l l  a prelude to  the  con tinuation  
w h ich w i l l  take the fo rm  o f open w a r­
fare. The five power naval conference 
•em ing ly  hung the shield o f a d ip lom ­
a tic  v ic to ry  on the chest o f the grotesque 
B r it is h  p rem ie r; b u t in  re a lity  Am erican 
im peria lism  ca rried  o ff the lau re ls  o f 
v ic to ry . I t  w i l l  soon stand o u t much 
more c le a rly  to  w h a t exten t the  resu lts 
o f th is  conference means a settlement o f 
naval supremacy in  fa vo r o f the power 
w ith  the strongest in d u s tr ia l resources. 
Am erican Im pe ria lism  fo r  D isarm am ent

— in  Europe

From  the more recent Chequers con­
versations s im ila r  prospects have opened 
up fo r  Am erican im peria lism  in  regards 
to  land armaments. The German Chan­
ce llo r suggested a dow nw ard rev is ion  o f 
repara tions payments. O f course, such 
a proposal w ou ld  need the sanction o f 
W a ll S treet by w h ich  the reparations 
payments are f in a lly  pocketed. H ow ­
ever, P resident Hoover was not slow in  
grasping the oppo rtun ity . H is  m o ra to r 
ium  proclam ation aim s a t tw o  s im u l­
taneously “ great”  accomplishments— to 
k n ife  the  developing Germ an revo lu tion  
and to  lend force to  the counter-demand 
o f reduction o f land arm am ents o f the 
EuroDean nations.

Such land arm am ents, o f course, do 
no t m ere ly  invo lve  the question o f sol­
d iers, o f standing arm y, bu t o f the 
whole w a r machinery, o f implements, o f 
f t ir  fleets etc. Thus we see in  the fie ld  
o f land arm am ents s im ila r ly  the econ­
om ic pressure by Am erican im peria lism  
fo r  a settlem ent in  fa vo r o f the power 
w ith  the greatest in d u s tr i i l  resources.

The “ Arm am ents Year Book”  o f the 
League o f Nations reports the sums la id  
ou t fo r  m il ita ry  and naval expenditures 
in  1928-1929 by the p rinc ip a l powers to 
b e :

U n ited S tates........... $ 772,984.000
Great B r ita in  ......... $ 550,080,000
France ........................$ 357,556.000

We may rest assured tha t Am erican im ­
pe ria lism  w i l l  fu lly  u tiliz e  th is  opportun­
ity  and sw ing its  economic w h ip  to reduce 
the arm am ents p a rtic u la r ly  o f its  nearest 
r iv a l and secure its  own supremacy un­
challenged. Such are Its  preparation» 
fo r  the more open and more b ru ta l in ­
evitable conflict. I t  w i l l  also be another 
step tow ard more defin ite ly  p u ttin g  the 
European nations on rations. W h ile  
these undoubtedly are the perspectives of 
Am erican im peria lism  there rem ains s t i l l  
the Am erican w o rk ing  class to be heard 
from .

The Essentia l Question o f D estiny  o f 
England

W hat is the position o f England in  th i»  
conflict? I t  is  showing the sears o f a 
declin ing empire. I t  has fa lle n  to  th ird  
place as a w o rld  exporting  power. Inch  
by inch i t  is being forced fu rth e r to  the 
w a ll by its  most overwhelm ing com­
p e tito r the  U n ited  'States. H e r dom in­
ion em pire is shaken by the g row ing  d if ­
fe re n tia tio n  o f in terests o f each separate 
part. In  the colonies, serious revo lu tion­
a ry  movements are developing. Thu», 
now th a t the sun is ac tua lly  beginning to 
set over her im peria l domain i t  coin­
cides w ith  her advance tow a rd  a rev­
o lu tio n a ry  s itua tion . The question o f 
the greatest importance, however, is  the 
one o f the readiness o f the w o rk ing  class 
fo r  such a s itu a t io n ; and above a l l  the 
question pu t by Comrade T ro tsky  in  hi» 
book “ W h ithe r Eng land” :

“ W ill i t  be possible to organize __ a 
Communist p a rty  in  England, w h ich  sha ll 
be strong  enough and w hich sh a ll have 
«ufficieHtly la rge masses behind it ,  to  
enable it ,  a t the psychological m oment 
to  ca rry  ou t the necessary p o lit ic a l con­
c lusion o f th is  ever sharpening cris is? 
T h is  question involves the en tire  des­
t in y  o f England.”

W here is  the P ro le ta rian  Vanguard?
In  the Dec. 1923 pa rliam en ta ry  elec­

tions, com ing r ig h t upon the heels of 
■the de feat o f the German revo lu tion  and 
the Am erican in te rven tion  fo r  res tab iliz ­
in g  German cap ita lism , the B r it is h  Com­
m un is t P a rty  po lled 53,000 votes to  the 
Labor p a rty ’s 4,350,000. B y  the  1928 
elections the re la tionsh ip  o f votes were 
50,000 to  8 00j ,000 respectively. Thus, 
i f  pa rliam en ta ry  elections reg ister any­
th ing , th is  in te rven ing  period registered 
a v ic to ry  o f re fo rm ism  over Communism,

and th a t du ring  a period o f heavily  
g row ing  unemployment. D u rin g  the gen­
e ra l s tr ik e  year the C. P. membership 
reached its  h ighest membership, about 
12,000. I t  was a force w ith in  the  trade 
unions and to  an extent w ith in  the labor 
party , despite expulsion barrie rs. The 
M in o rity  Movement was supposed to  have 
a fo llo w in g  o f close to a m il l io n ; but 
alas, the fa ta l weakness: i t  was m a in ly  
based upon the “ prestige”  of the “ L e f t ”  
gentlemen o f the type o f P u rce ll H ick» 
and Cook. The p a rty  weekly organ 
reached a c ircu la tio n  o f about 70,000 and 
the M in o r ity  Movement weekly organ 
about 110,000. Today the p a rty  find» 
Itse lf f r ig h tfu lly  reduced to  a position 
o f serious iso la tion, its  d a ily  organ no t 
reaching much above a 3,000 c ircu la tion . 
The M in o r ity  Movement has become a 
skeleton organ ization o f the p a rty  w ith ­
ou t any serious influence. The Commun­
is t vanguard has so fa r  rem ained un­
able to draw  upon the  great and grow ing 
resources o f  w o rk ing  class d is illu s io n ­
ment w ith  the M acDonald labor govern­
m en t

W hile  we sha ll reserve an a ttem pt to 
make an analysis o f th is  specific s itua ­
tion  u n t il a la te r a rtic le , i t  is  necessary 
to  bear in  m ind, when looking a t th is  
contrast o f the past w ith  the present, 
the disastrous po licy  o f the Anglo-Ru»- 
sian U n ity  Committee. F rom  th is  the 
B r it is h  Com m unist P a rty  has n o t learned 
one single lesson. As a m a tte r o f fa c t 
by its  bureaucratic leadership o f S ta lin ­
is t fac tion  agents, the membership has 
ben prevented fro m  m aking any such a t­
tem pt. Thus the heritage o f th is  false 
po licy, w h ile  rem ain ing uneondemned and 
uncoirrected, today s t i l l  weighs lik e  an 
a lp  upon the pa rty . A nd sure ly  a fun d ­
am ental change o f o rien ta tion , o f po licy 
and o f tactics is necessary before the 
Com m unist p a rty  w i l l  be able to  p lay 
a serious leading ro le  in  the  coming 
struggles now being inexo rab ly  prepared 
by the  developments o f England’s cris is  
— not to speak o f the coming revo lu tion ­
a ry  s itua tion .

M acDonald P reparing the Road
M eanwhile the road o f Eng land head­

ing d ire c tly  tow a rd  new serious class 
battles is c le a rly  discernible. The s itua­
tio n  is being described by her leading in ­
du s tria lis ts  as one o f “ unre lieved gloom” . 
B u t statements by them are, o f course, 
not in  the least concerned w ith  the  te r­
r ib le  pauperization and squalor o f the 
w o rk ing  class. There is a grow ing de­
mand from  the  financia l in terests fo r  a 
complete overhauling o f the in d u s tr ia l 
m achinery. B u t r ig h t there the demand 
strikes a snag w hich w ith  th is  gentry, 
finds fts  fo rm u la : “ England is  liv in g  on 
a h igher standard than he r continental 
neighbors” .

N a tu ra lly  th is  is no t to be in te rpre ted 
as having any reference to the standard 
o f the c a p ita lis t m asters and hence a l l 
e ffo rts  are aim ed a t reducing the  w o rk ­
ing class standard o f liv in g . Through­
ou t England there is  a system atic heavy 
wage s lash ing carried  in to  a lm ost

The Unemployment 
Councils at W ork
In  a more than a year the pa rty  has 

not developed ou t o f the ra n k  and f ile  o f 
its  unemployed councils a single leader 
o f even secondary ca liber, ce rta in ly  not 
one o f rea l stature. T o  expect the la t­
te r is to  ask the mouse to  b r in g  fo r th  
a - m ountain. B u t the m ounta in  has 
brought fo r th  mice in  p lenty. The p a rty  
has developed in  the apparatus o f its  
unemployed councils a  host o f l i t t le  func­
tionaries, pe tty  careerists, badly tra in ed  
ideo lg ica lly  and p o lit ic a lly . I t  is enough 
to pa rtic ip a te  in  one o r two demonstra­
tions. p lay  a more o r less prom inent role, 
subscribe w ith o u t reservations to the 
pa rty  line, obey orders, heap abuse and 
slander on the “ renegades” — to be as­
sured o f some l i t t le  position in  the ap- 
pa rtus and s it  on the p la tfo rm  when 
Foster debates Muste.

O rig in a lly , too, the p a rty  can show 
on ly  a m inus fo r  its  unem ploym ent work. 
The unemployed councils are la rge ly  pa­
per organizations. W orkers jo ined, a t­
tended a dem onstration o r two, listened 
to  general demands unconnected w ith  
th e ir  local, m ost Immediate needs and 
d r ifte d  away. O r th e ir  attendance a t 
best, even now is  irre g u la r. T h is  is  due 
to the fac t th a t they have been recru ited  
from  the breadlines and m ust arrange 
th e ir  tim e by th a t o f the breadlines or 
o ther re lie f agencies a t  la rge distances 
fro m  th e ir  homes. T h is  source o f the 
councils’ membership expla ins w hy there 
are a lm ost no w o rk ing  class women and 
ch ild re n  in  them.

Because o f th is  floa ting  membership 
and ir re g u la r attendance, i t  is  necessary 
to ho ld  business meetings every day to 
organize each day ’s w ork. I t  is  impossi­
ble to  organize the deta ils o f w o rk  more 
than one day in  advance. A  w o rke r who 
w i l l  d is tr ibu te  leaflets on Monday cannot 
be counted on in  advance to do i t  again 
on Tuesday, W ednesday, etc. T h is  ap­
plies as w e ll to  p a rty  members assigned 
to  the councils, who a re  frequ en tly  s h ift­
ed about fro m  one counc il to  another 
council o r p a rty  organ ization o r ac tiv ity . 
T h is  day-to-day organ ization o f each day's 
business resu lts  in  a te rr ib le  monotony 
o f m echanical business routine . M ore 
hours are spent each day in  indoor busi­
ness meetings than in  actua l w o rk . Th is 
fu r th e r discourages the workers from  a t­
tending the metings regu larly .

The floa ting  membership and irre g u la r 
attendance make i t  necessary fo r  a sm all 
gruop, usua lly  p a rty  members and ap­
paratus functionaries, to c a rry  on the 
w ork. Sm all as i t  is, the w o rk  is too 
much fo r the w o rk ing  nucleus, who pro­
test and com pla in  abou t the in a c tiv ity  
o f the membership. T h is  resu lts  in  spor­
adic “ discussion^” , fu t ile ,  paper plans 
to  activize the general memberships and 
in  a deepening chasm between the “ ac­
tiv e ”  and the “ inactive”  members.

A  general looseness pervades the in ­
ner o rgna iza tiona l w o rk  o f the councils. 
M otions are passed and p rom ptly  fo r ­
gotten. A  m otion  in it ia t in g  socia list 
com petition among the councils in  th e ir  
organ ization o f tenant’s leagues, is pass­
ed unanim ously by an executive body 
and never heard about again. M otions 
c a llin g  fo r  reports on finances, on the 
sale o f lite ra tu re , etc., are passed and re­
s u lt in  nothing. Committees and delega­
tions are elected, do no t w ork, make no 
reports and are no t brought to account. 
Sm all sums a re  continuously stolen by 
unemployed workers. E ffo rts  a t ele­
m entary w orkers ’ education are as i r ­
regu lar as the attendance o f the rank 
and file . A  course in  public speaking by 
Brodsky is dropped when h a lf  completed 
w ith o u t exp lanation given o r demanded. 
T re ideological level o f the “ education”  
is unbelievably low. Thus Johnstone on 
the unemployment program  o f the I .  W. 
W .: “The program  o f the T ro tsky is ts , 
as I  w i l l  show, d iffe rs  on ly  by a h a ir ’s 
breadth from  the program  o f the I .  W. 
W .”

The exte rna l ac tiv ities  o f the councils 
suffer fro m  the same looseness. The 
d is tr ib u tio n  o f leaflets is unsystem atic 
and hap-hazard. Some w orkers th ro w  
them away. W hat tenants’ league w o rk  
Is done is equa lly unsystem atlc and hap­
hazard. M eetings w ith  house com m it­
tees are no t fo llow ed up. No m inutes 
o f these meetings are kept. No fu r th e r  
steps are taken to  spread the organiza­
tion  to neighboring houses. In  res to ring  
the fu rn itu re  o f evicted workers^, the 
council proceeds to  the scene o f the evic­
tion  w ith o u t leadership, etc., etc.

No adequate techique has been devised 
fo r  figh ting  evictions. The procedure in 
vogue a t present can be compared on ly  to 
fire  figh ting . A n eviction is reported to 
a council. The council is  m obilized' and 
proceeds to  the scene. I f  i t  outnumbers 
the police ten to one t ’»e fu rn itu re  is re­
stored. Obviously th is  is a rid icu lous 
procedure. Should the councils be able, 
fro m  the po in t o f v iew  o f tim e, numbers 
and o ther factors— w hich they are no t— 
to restore the fu rn itu re  o f every evicted 
w orker, they w ou ld  be reduced to  a soc­
ie ty  fo r  res to ring  evicted fu rn itu re . B u t 
in  tha t case, the police and the m un ic ipa l 
governments w ou ld  be more than equal 
to  the  problem . T h e ir  organ ization is as 
ye t stronger, more mobile, be tte r dis­
c ip lined  and tra ined. In  New Y o rk  C ity, 
one o r tw o  pa tro lm en in  a position  to 
summon more, are stationed a t the  s «  e 
o f eve*y ev ic tion  in  the  neighborhoods 
where the councils are know n to  function .

—THOMAS STAMM.

Illinois Miners on the March
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THE CAPITALIST OFFENSIVE

Wage c u ttin g  began w ith  the f irs t 
m anifestations o f the  cris is  and have 
been proceeding ever since a t a con­
t in u a lly  accelerated pace. F o r qu ite  a 
w h ile  th is  practice was masked by den­
ia ls  and a l l k inds  o f subterfuges*. The 
notorious conference o f - em ployers and 
la b o r leaders a t the ,W hlte H o use ,. a t 
w h ich  the  solemn pledge to m a in ta in  
wage standards was issued was the f irs t  
b ig  smoke screen behind w h ich  the move­
m ent began. I t  was fo llow ed  by a cam­
paign o f reductions a ll a long the line. 
B u t the flc tipn  o f ho ld ing  up the levels 
was m ainta ined, and the wage cu tte rs  
resorted, p r im a rily , to  in d ire c t methods, 
such as lay ing  o ff apd re -h ir in g  a t re ­
duced rates, in  order to  conceal the ac­
tu a l trend.

B u t now the process of beating down 
the liv in g  standards o f the w orkers has 
reached a  ,new stage. The figures on 
wage cuts are accum ulating in  such a 
volum e th a t the fac ts  can no longer be 
hidden o r denied. And there is no po in t 
in. i t ,  fo r  the explo iters, emboldened by 
the  p ra c tica l absence o f  labo r re s id ­
ence have begun a rea l assault on the 
wage scales. They a re  com ing ou t in  
the open w ith  th is  po licy.

T h is  was ind ica ted several weeks ago 
in  the b lu n t decla rations o f the leading 
bankers th a t wages m ust come down s t i l l  
fu r th e r. In  these statem ents the key­
note o f cap ita lis t po licy was sounded, 
and the offensive against labor stand­
ards began to  w iden its  scope. The fig­
ures o f the Labor Bureau, Inc. show 185 
wage reductions, averaging about 10 per 
cent, and d is tribu ted  over 175 m anufac­
tu r in g  enterprises, fo r  the single month 
ending M arch 15. The campaign con­
tinues in  fu l l  sw ing. The pious sermon­
is ing  o f the -early months o f the cris is  
about keeping up the wage scales is g iv ­
in g  .place to e d ito r ia l apology fo r  the 
lo w e ring  standards.

T ile  New Y o rk  T im es, the m ost in flu ­
e n tia l and a u th o rita tiv e  organ o f the 
cap ita lis ts , salutes the  p rogram  o f re­
trenchm ent a t the expense o f the w o rk ­
ers and recommends i t  to them. “ Econ­
om ists and p ractica l m en”  says the 
T im es e d ito r ia l o f June 7, “ are no t a ll 
agreed th a t i t  has been wise . . .  to 
Ins is t upon the maintenance o f h igh 
wages.”  A nd  not on ly  tha t. The Times 
does no t th in k  i t  “ w ise”  to ins is t on 
o ther conditions and standards which 
in te rfe re  w ith  the w orkers ’ efficiency as 
pro fit-m akers fo r  the bosses. “ Is  i t  not 
fa ir  to  ask o f them th a t they con tribu te  
something to the general e ffo rt to  tide 
over the days o f hardship?”  i t  asks. 
They haven’t  con tribu ted enough yet. 
So now, according to the T im es, they 
should “ y ie ld  som ething in  the way 
o f special privileges, and even a rb itra ry  
ru lings , w h ich  have been established in  
good tim es, but w h ich  m igh t be re lin ­
quished o r m odified.”  In  th is  sugar-

coated decla ra tion  o f w a r the re  is the 
essence o f the ca p ita lis t po licy  fo r  the 
ensuing p e r i o d a n  unbro iled offensive 
against the  workers.

W il l  the  w orkers  figh t back? W il l  they 
take up the defensive strugg le  on a w ide 
fro n t  w ith in  the year? There are a few  
signs o f such a development, b u t they 
a re  iso la ted and spojradic as yet. I t  
m ust be adm itted  th a t a serious 'de fen­
sive struggle, in vo lv in g  masses o f w o rk ­
ers, has not ye t begun. The D epartm ent 
o f Labor figures, ju s t  published, show 
few er s trikes in  the  year 1930 tha n  in  
any year since 1918. 653 s trikes and 
lockouts la s t yea r against 3,630 in  1919 
a com parative p ic tu re  o f the state of 
labo r a c tiv ity . The f irs t  three months 
o f 1931 showed 146 s trikes and lockouts 
a s lig h t decline from  las t yea r’s low  
average.

These figures, taken by themselves, may 
w e ll prove to be h ig h ly  deceptive. The 
cap ita lis ts , proceeding fu l l  sw ing to a 
fu r th e r  a tta ck  on the workers, are qu ite  
lik e ly  to  co llide  w ith  an explosive fac to r 
hidden behind the bare ligures o f the 
s tr ik e  movements fo r  the past fifte en  
m onths. The figures alone take no ac­
count o f the accum ulation o f grievance 
and discontent as yet unexpressed and 
therefore unspent. I t  is  by no means as­
sured th a t the new encroachments w i l l  
pass unchallenged. On the con tra ry , they 
are m ore ap t to  b ring  m atters to  the 
com bustion po in t.

The cap ita lis ts , bent on load ing the 
burden o f the cris is  onto the backs of 
the w orkers a re  p repa ring  thereby the 
necessary conditions fo r  a labo r revo lt. In  
th is  way they w i l l  convince the w o rk ­
ers, as propaganda has been unable to 
convince them, th a t there is no wray out 
bu t to figh t. Under such conditions the 
prospect o f a series o f s torm y battles, 
o f w h ich  the A m erican w orkers have 
m any times shown themselves capable, 
is  by no means unreasonable. In  th a t 
event the Communists w ou ld  get hearing 
the lik e  o f w h ich  has not been granted 
before.

T H E  U N IO N  SQUARE M E E T IN G
W hen the m eeting at Un ion Square 

las t Saturday was opened by the c h a ir­
man w ith  the announcement th a t the 
offic ia l Com m unist pa rty  has no t been in ­
v ited  to send a speaker fo r  the occasion 
—'which was ostensib ly a un ited  f ro n t 
dem onstra tion in  beha lf o f the C e n tra l!*  
prisoners—the representative o f the 
Com m unist League, comrade Swabeck 
took his name o ff the speakers’ lis t  and 
w ith d re w  from  the meeting. In  th is  de­
m onstra tive  action  there was the protest 
o f the conscientious revo lu tion is t against 
the p ro s titu tio n  o f the in te rests o f class 
w a r prisoners to debased and reaction­
a ry  factiona lism .

Jus t cons ider! Here was procla im ed 
a un ion o f a l l  forces fo r  the C entra lia  
m a rty rs—,a most commendable undertak-

ing  in  w h ich  every m il ita n t  w o rke r 
w o rth y  o f the name w ou ld  bo ld ly  par­
tic ipate. E very  rad ica l and pseudo-rad­
ica l o rgan iza tion  th a t can be though t o f 
was represented by a speaker: ye llow
socia lists and R ig h t Communists, libe ra ls  
and anarch ists, M usteites and I .  W . W.s. 
Everybody was welcomed— everybody bu t 
the Com m unist party . Th is , w ith  its  
ten o f thousands o f memljers and sup­
porters, was de libe ra te ly  and specific­
a lly  excluded. Do you ca ll th a t a un­
ited  f ro n t  fo r  class w a r prisoners? I t  
is  a contem ptib le fra u d ,1 using the  Cen­
tra lia  v ic tim s  as a shield fo r  a reac­
tio n a ry  dem onstration.

You w i l l  not get ou r support fo r  such 
a game. Comrade Swabeck’s w ith d ra w a l 
from  the m eeting was a w ay o f say­
ing  th is . H e m igh t have made the pro­
tes t by ta k in g  the stand and denouncing 
the shameful procedure. T hat, however 
is a secondary question and a debatable 
one. There is som ething unspeakably re ­
pugnant to  an honest m il ita n t  in  using 
the p la tfo rm  o f a la bo r defense m eeting 
fo r  polemics. The prisoners, and th e ir 
bu rn ing  appeal fo r  s o lid a rity , are apt 
to  get lo s t in  the shuffle. * T h is  is w hat 
ac tua lly  happened a t the U n ion Square 
meeting. A n  anarch is t w indbag, tak ing  
his t ip  fro m  the cha irm an ’s announce­
ment, gives a lecture against the p ro le ­
ta r ia n  d ic ta to rsh ip  in  Russia. O ther 
speakers poisoned to  the m arrow  by ihe 
phobia against Communism, a ired  the ir 
prejudices. The resu lt?  The meeting 
degenerated in to  a dem onstra tion against 
Communism. Those who ho ld  the Cen­
tra lia  men in  prison  have no reason to 
ob ject to  tha t.

The leaders o f the I .  W. W . are d ir ­
ec tly  responsible fo r  th is  m iserable per­
form ance and th e ir g u ilt  is  in  no way 
extenuated by the fac t th a t the S ta lin ­
ists boycotted a s im ila r  m eeting last 
year. T h a t action o f Foster and Co. was 
a crim e fo r  w h ich the Com m unist w o rk­
ers w i l l  ye t ca ll them to account. The 
Union Square m eeting was conducted on 
the same plane. B y  th e ir  actions its  
organizers said to the S ta lin is ts  : Sol­
id a r ity  in  beha lf o f labo r prisoners means 
ju s t as l i t t le  to  us as i t  means to you ; 
we w i l l  prove th a t we are ju s t as rob 
ten as you are. T ha t is w ha t they said. 
T h a t is w h a t th e y  proved.' I t  is by 
such an a ttitud e— in  w h ich  the offic ia ls of 
the I.  W. W. m et the offic ia ls o f the 
Com m unist p a rty  on one level— th a t a 
rea l movement o f genuine s o lid a rity  in  
the figh t fo r  the C entra lia  v ic tim s is  
thw arted, and sabotaged, and made im ­
possible.

T h is  a ffa ir  o f la s t Saturday was rich  
in  o ther in s tru c tive  lessons. Despite the 
fo rm idab le  l is t  o f o rgan izations repre­
sented, a scant few hundred came to  the 
meeting. Doesn't tha t show where the 
present strength o f labo r m ilita n c y  lies? 
Doesn’t  i t  show th a t  the socialists paid 
on ly  l ip  service to  the dem onstration and 
th a t they give no rea l support to the 
issue?

The I.  W. W . has come to a sad pass 
when, in  the crusade against Commun­
ism, i t  fa lls  in to  the company o f th is  
black gang and finds its e lf  a t home there. 
B u t th is  is the logic o f the figh t against 
Communism. Communism, despite a l l 
th e  w orth less bureaucrats w ho disgrace 
its  banner, is  the on ly  revo lu tiona ry  
doctrine the on ly  revo lu tiona ry  class 
movement o f the p ro le ta r ia t. W hether 
they w ish  i t  o r not. those who dedicate

A  N ew  Slander Against D.B. Riazanov
Pravda o f M arch 12 published a note 

en titled  “ M a rx  on K . K au tsky ”  and 
signed “ the M arx-Enge ls In s t itu te ” . 
T h is  note has subsequently been repro­
duced w ith o u t any comment by the w o rld  
press o f the Com intern. E x te rn a lly , the 
center o f g ra v ity  o f th is  riote la y  in  the 
rem arkab le passage fro m  the le tte r  o f 
M a rx  in  1881 w h ich  gives a crushing 
characteriza tion  o f K au tsky, a cha rac te ri­
za tion  w h ich  was, in  short, fu l ly  verified 
by the fu tu re .

The pu b lica tio n  o f the note solem nly 
signed by the whole In s titu te  has, how­
ever another a im  : to  befou l the person 
who created the M arx-Engels In s titu te  
and was a t its  head. Here is w h a t is 
said a t the end o f the note : “ The o rig ­
in a l o f th is  le tte r was tu rned  over to 
R iazanov by the w e ll-know n  M enshevik 
L y d ia  Zederbaum-Dan already in  1925. 
R iazanov ca re fu lly  concealed the le tte r.”

D u rin g  the t r ia l  o f the Mensheviks, 
R iazanov was accused before the whole 
w o rld  by the a tto rney general o f the 
repub lic  o f co llabora tion  in  the conspir­
acy against the d ic ta to rsh ip  o f the p ro ­
le ta ria t. A  few  m onths a fte r  th is  'ac­
cusation, the whole o f hum an ity  has com­
m unicated to i t  a new crim e o f R iazanov : 
he has, i t  seems, again in to  the bargain 
. . . concealed the quota tion  fro m  M a rx ’ s 
le tte r o f 1881. N o th ing  bu t th is  need 
o f advancing against comrade Riazanov 
such circum stances to make h is  case 
worse, and  w h ich  are a l l ou t o f p ropor­
tio n  to  the f irs t  accusation shows th a t 
the  socalled conscience o f Messrs, ac­
cusers is no t tra n q u il. B y  com bining, 
as usual, d is lo ya lty  w ith  rudeness, these 
people on ly  d iscover th ings w ith  th e ir  
aid, and on ly  betray the f r a g i l i ty  o f the 
prop.

W e exp la ined a t the tim e in  a hypo­
the tica l fo rm  how the accusation against 
R iazanov orig ina ted . E ve ry th in g  th a t is 
w r itte n  us from  Moscow on th is  sub­
jec t f u l ly  confirm s our suppositions. I t  is 
no t d iff ic u lt to  reveal the mechanism of 
the supplem entary accusation launched 
today by the same accusers under the 
pseudonym o f the M arx-Enge ls In s titu te . 
“ The M enshevik Lyd ia  Zederbaum”  tu rn ­
ed ove r the le tte r  o f M a rx  to R iazanov 
back in  1925. W hy did  she give i t  to  
him ? As a token o f R iazanov’s back in  
him ? As a token o f R iazanov’s fr ie n d ­
ship w ith  the  Mensheviks, and o f th e ir  
fu tu re  co llab o ra tion  in  the conspiracy 
against the d ic ta to rsh ip  o f the p ro le ta r­
ia t?  The “ In s t itu te ”  is speechless on 
th is  subject. The w ord  “ the M enshevik”  
ought to  shut the m outh o f a l l who 
hesitate, a l l the v io re  so because since 
1925, Riazanov “ ca re fu lly  concealed”  the 
le tte r. W hy did  he conceal it?  Obvious­
ly  in  o rder to  safeguard the in terests o f 
K au tsky  and o f w o r ld  Menshevism. I t  
is  true  th a t between 1925, w hen R iaz­
anov entered in to  conspiracy w ith  the 
Mensheviks to  conceal the h is to ric  docu-

themselves to the w a r against Commun­
ism  come to the service o f reaction. The 
deplorab le a ffa ir  a t  Union Square la s t 
Saturday was a s tr ik in g  il lu s tra t io n — and 
a w a rn ing—o f th is  logic. — J. P. C.

ment, and 1931, when he was m ixed up 
in  the conspiracy^against the d ic ta torsh ip  
o f the p ro le ta ria t, R iazanov ‘published 
not a few  documents and w orks w h ich  
cftustd Menshevism considerable Vexa­
tion . B u t no th ing  doing. The readers 
o f the press o f the Com intern m ust be 
guided along the old fo rm u la  o f the de­
v o u t: “ I  believe i t  no m a tte r how ab­
surd i t  is.”

Good, the reader w i l l  say, b u t w ha t 
did happen w ith  the le tte r?  Is  i t  au­
thentic , d id  R iazanov re a lly  h ide it?  And 
i f  he d id, then why? I t  is enough to look 
a t the quota tion  in  o rder no t to  doubt 
the au then tic ity  o f the le t te r : M a rx
cannot be fa ls ified , even by Yaroslavsky 
in  co llabora tion  w ith  Yagoda. As to  the 
circum stances under wh ich the le tte r 
was “ concealed” , we can, again on ly 
propose a hypothesis whose v e r is im ili­
tude, however, is guaranteed a hundred 
percent by a l l the circum stances o f the 
a ffa ir.

R iazanov cou ld  receive the  le tte r 
o n ly  from  the hands o f those who held 
it .  T he  mangement o f the heritage o f 
Engels has fa lle n  in to  the hands o f B ern ­
s te in  by force o f the shme h is to rica l 
log ic  o f the epigones w h ich  today per­
m its  Y aroslavsky to  dispose o f the h e ri­
tage o f Lenin. R iazanov m anifested an 
exceptional pedseverance an ingenu ity  in 
ga thering  together the heritage o f M a rx  
and o f Engels. L ik e  the Len in  In s titu te , 
the M arx-Engels In s tiu te  bought num er­
ous documents from  the Mensheviks and 
th rough  the in te rm ed ia ry  o f M ensheviks: 
i t  is  enough to re fe r, fo r  exam ple to the 
archives bought by the Len in  In s titu te  
fro m  I ’ otressov*. I t  is beyond doubt 
th a t the “ M enshevik Lyd ia  Zederbaum’”  
d id  not s im p ly  tu rn  over the le tte r to 
Riazanov, bu t she probably sold i t  as 
an in te rm ed ia ry  fo r  B ernste in  o r some­
one else among the old  men who had the 
le tte r by M arx. I t  is  qu ite  n a tu ra l tha t

in  se lling  th is  le tte r, w h ich  draws a 
crush ing p ic tu re  o f K au tsky , B ernste in  
o r the o ther p ro p rie to r o f the document 
from  the  same c irc le , pu t as a cond ition  
fo r  the sale th a t the le tte r should n o t be 
published w h ile  K au tsky  was a live  o r 
w h ile  the one se lling  i t  was a live . The 
rigorous m anner in  w h ich Bernste in  sub­
m itted  to  th is  so rt o f censorship thé cor­
respondence o f M a rx  and Engels is  su f­
fic ie n tly  w e ll known. There was ho 
o the r choice le f t  to comrade Riazanov : 
in  o rder to  get possession o f the le tte r, 
he was obliged to  accept the condition 
imposed upon* h im  Anybody else in  h is 
place w ou ld  have acted in  the same way. 
A f te r  having accepted th is  cond ition , he 
n a tu ra lly  ca rried  i t  out. I t  is  on ly  
thanks to  th is  extrem e prudence and loy­
a lty  in  a l l m atters o f th is  k in d  th a t 
R iazanov has been ab le to  e x trac t from  
the hands o f adversaries precious ele­
ments o f the heritage o f our classics. We 
th in k  th a t i t  is now clear w hy R iazanov 
“ concealed”  the le tte r. W hoever knows 
Riazanov w i l l  not doubt fo r  an ins tan t 
tha t m ore than anybody else, R iazanov 
burned w ith  the desire to  pub lish  h is 
valuable find. B u t he w a ited  fo r  the 
proper m oment to  s trike . B y  means (ft 
a- ra id , the le tte r o f M a rx  was found 
a t R iazanov’s and i t  was no t on ly  made 
public, th a t is, no t on ly  was the engage­
ment made by Riazanov broken, b u t i t  
was tu rned around as a p roof against 
Riazanov. W hat should we c a ll such a 
m anner o f acting? Le t us c a ll i t  by itfe 
r ig h t name : i t  is  a w ay of acting  a Uk 
S ta lin .

L . TR O TS K Y .

* Potressov, fo rm er M enshevik co lla ­
bo ra to r o f Lenin and M artov  in  Is k ra . 
Today an emigre, he publishes in  P a ris  
an organ w h ich  fights, at the extrem e 
R igh t w ing  o f the Mensheviks, against 

Soviet Russia.— Ed.

The Hoover Reparations-Debts Scheme
(Continued fro m  page 1) 

s t i l l  has a g ra tify in g  surp lus le ft from  
the German repara tions. Does i t  com­
p la in  about tha t?  M ellon and Hoover 
w i l l  soon suggest a “ way ou t o f the 
com p lica tion” . Balance you r budget, M. 
Laval, by c u ttin g  down on arm am ents 
expenditures. T h is  ingenious fo rm  of 
b lackm a il tu rned the t r ic k  fo r  Am erica 
a t the W ashington N ava l Conference in  
1921, where i t  f irs t  achieved “ p a r ity ”  
w ith  the B r it is h . I t  w orked a t the Lo n ­
don conference in  1929. In  sho rt, the 
dominance o f the A m erican d o lla r  ha* 
torpedoed m ore B r it is h  vessels than the 
Germans cou ld hope to  s ink  in  the B a t­
tle  o f Ju tland . W hy should i t  not suc­
ceed in  being ju s t  as effective against 
France? M acDonald the fa ith fu l outpost 
in  Europe o f W a ll S treet, has a lready ad­
vanced the idea, w ith  an eye a t France, 
in  the House o f Commons.

A  S o lu tio n -o f th e  Crisis?
B u t the cris is? W il l  i t  be solved by 

the Hoover plan? F an tasy ! .T h e  stock 
m arke t may experience a few  je rk y  rises 
and fa lls  fo r  a w h ile , bu t the a rm y  o f

unemployed rem ains ju s t as large, indus­
t r ia l  p roduc tion  ju s t as low , the m arkets 
o f the w o rld  ju s t as contracted and con­
gested. M ore than Hoover’s suspension 
plan w i l l  be required to  undo these d if ­
ficu lties.

Then the German cris is , a t the  very  
least? Beyond a doubt i t  w i l l  be am­
e lio ra ted. B u t on ly  fo r  a b r ie f tim e. 
The postponement o f the big collapse w i l l  
on ly  make i t  more earth-shaking when 
i t  does take place. There  is an inexo r­
able fa ta l ity  in  W a ll S tree t’s p lans to 
save Germany fro m  B o lshev ism : The 
Dawes plan lasted a lm ost five years be­
fo re  i t  had to be scrapped fo r  the Young 
plan. The Young p lan never o u tlive d  its  
fa th e r— tw o  years o f l i fe  and i t  is m ourn­
ed a t the grave on ly by France. The 
Hoover plan? W il l  i t  las t even tw o  
years? I t  is do ub tfu l. I n  the a b ility  o f 
the German Com m unists to solve the 
c ris is  o f m isery and despair by a  suc­
cessful pro le ta r ia n  revo lu tion , lies the 
fina l answer to a l l the plans o f im p e ria l­
is t conquest and slavery.

— M A X  S H A C H TM A N .

A lm ost tw o years have elapsed since 
the  cu rre n t c ris is  began, and s t i l l  the 
bourgeoisie has made no progress tow ard  
Understanding i t  o r fo ifn u la tin g  a solu­
tion . A t the A p r i l meeting o f the Aca­
demy o f P o lit ic a l Science, a group o f 
bankers, business men, and professors o f 
economics gathered fo r two days, under 
the chairm anship o f a M organ partner 
and la te r  o f a fo rm e r cha irm an o f the 
Federal Reserve Board, to discuss the 
cris is. Every man -for h im self, they pre­
sented the fo llo w in g  “ exp lanations” :

I .  There is no cris is— w o rld  produc­
tion  o f com m odities keeps increasing w ith  
Only m inor setbacks o f w h ich th is  is 
one. and w i l l  continue to increase to 
new h igh records. 2. The w a r and its  
utter-effects. 3. C ontinu ing p o lit ic a l in ­
security . 4. T a r if f  barrie rs. 5. Over­
production o f a g r ic u ltu ra l products. 6. 
Business has to go in  cycles. 7. Poor 
management o f banking and c re d it fac­
ilit ie s . 8. Lack o f e q u ilib r iu m  among 
industries and com m unities. 9. S hort­
age and m a ld is tr ib u tio n  o f gold.

The cha irm an o f the board o f the Chase 
N a tiona l Bank, the largest bank in  the 
U n ited States, adds:

10. A bn orm a litie s  in  cert& in commod­
ity  m arkets due to a ttem pts a t price 
fix ing.

I I .  The delay w ith  w h ich  wholesale 
prices o f finished goods, re ta il prices, 
wages, and renta ls, have fo llow ed  the 
drop in  prices o f raw  m ateria ls.

The s ign ifican t th in g  about a l l  these 
exp lanations is th a t nowhere is there 
the s ligh test m ention  o f the one th in g  
th a t bourgeois and p ro le ta rian  a like  
agree in  regard ing  as the m a inspring  of 
a l l  c a p ita lis t economic a c tiv ity — profits . 
T h is  comission should no t be looked a t 
as a coincidence. The bourgeois does not 
w ish  a t th is  tim e to measure forces 
fra n k ly  and openly w ith  the p ro le ta r ia t 
in  economic o r o ther con flic t, and his 
ideolog ica l defense is to obscure the 
issue by leaving ou t o f the discussion the 
m ost im p o rtan t fac to r w h ich  is profits.

Com paring the reports  o f 1900 corpor­
ations engaged in  59 lines o f business fo r 
1930 w ith  1929. net p ro fits  show a de­
c lin e  fro m  $5,983,049,000 in  1929 to 
$3,516,381,000 o r a drop o f 41.1 percent. 
The ra te  o f re tu rn  on invested cap ita l 
declined fro m  10.6 percent to 5.7 percent.

N ow  between 1929 and 1930 the to ta l 
volum e o f physica l production is esti­
mated to  have declined on ly  18.1-2 per­
cent. T o ta l wages pa id by m anu fac tu r­
ing Ind us try  are no t believed by any 
a u th o r ity  to have declined m o re ' than 
30 percent.

Th® effective resu lt o f the f irs t  f u l l  
o f  cris is , the re fo re  was to  reduce 

fa s te r th a n  e ith e r production o r

sli» w hich Wft propose i*  th a t 
n ,profila who ®d and ore-

Economic Crisis - - What Next?
pared fo r  by the decline in  the re la tive  
p a rtic ip a tio n  o f wages in  the products 
o f in du s try  du ring  the “ prosperous”  tim e 
up to  1929. wh ich led to a re s tr ic tio n  of 
m arkets— we sha ll also give reasons fo r 
th in k in g  tha t the present depression may 
be the la s t o f the period ica l crises on the 
upw ard sw ing of cap ita lism  and may be 
the beginning o f a new period o f de­
c lin in g  pro fits  and in tensified class s trug ­
gle.

A l l  the reasons given fo r  the existence 
o f a cris is , so fa r  as they mean anything, 
mean th a t goods have been “ over-pro­
duced”  in  comparison w ith  the possible 
m arke t fo r  them. T h is  “ over-produc­
tion ", w h ich is such a puzzle to  bour­
geois th in ke rs , means s im p ly  th a t there 
is no longer a p ro fit in  se lling  as many 
goods to  as many people, in  1930 as 
there was in  previous years. The “ m a r­
ke t”  fo r  a given q u a n tity  o f goods, in 
ca p ita lis t economy, means the possib il­
i ty  o f se lling  so much goods a t a p ro fit. 
The foregoing figures indicate w h a t has 
happened to p ro fits  las t year, fo llo w in g  
•the cris is. L e t us now consider how 
cap ita lism  in  the U n ited  States has stead­
i l y  destroyed its  own p ro fits  and “ m ar­
kets”  in  the years preceding the cris is , 
by a comparison o f ce rta in  figures sup­
p lied  by the U. S. Census Bureau.

D a ta  on M anu fac tu ring  
1919

No. o f establishm ents 
No. o f wage earners 
Wages paid 
Value added by manu­
fac tu re  (exc lud ing cost 
o f m a te ria l containers, 
fue l, and purchased 
e le c tr ic ity )
In  o ther words, the size o f the aver­

age p lan t increased, the num ber o f p lan ts 
in  opera tion decreased, and the  p ropo r­
tio n  o f wages to  to ta l added values to 
m anufacture, w h ich  had been 42.2 per­
cent in  1919, was reduced to 36.2 per­
cent o f the added value o f 1929.

The fa c t th a t the share o f wages in  
the to ta l values added by m anufacture 
has been decreasing is o n ly  another way 
o f saying th a t the proportion  o f variab le  
cap ita l paid ou t in  wages, has been 
declin ing  re la tiv e ly  to  constant cap ita l, 
c rys ta llized  in  bu ild ings, raw  m ateria ls  
and m achinery. As M arx  pointed ou t' 
p ro fits  are made ou t o f va riab le  cap ita l, 
no t constant cap ita l. The re la tiv e ly  
sm a lle r am ount o f variab le  cap ita l has 
the rfo re  meant a progressive shrinkage 
in  the poss ib ilities  o f the c a p ita lis t p ro­
f ita b ly  d isposing (rem em bering always 
th a t m arke t im p lies p ro fit) .

I t  is, in  fact, an. essential con trad ic tion  
o f cap ita lism ^ th a t  w h a t is  good fo r  the 1

N o te : Th is is the f irs t o f a series o f a rtic les  intended to  in te rp re t the 
d a ily  economic l i fe  of the U n ited States in  accordance w ith  the rea l, course o f its  
development and from  a M arx ian  po in t o f view. The present a rtic le  deals w ith  
the general features o f the cris is  th a t began in  1929, seeks to  iso la te  its  causes, 
and discuss the prospects fo r  the fu tu re  and th e ir  p o lit ic a l consequences and 
effects fo r  the labor movement. F u tu re  a rtic les  w i l l  deal w ith  specific indus­
tries— coal, copper, steel, autom obiles, tex tile s , ra ilroa ds  and banking— fro m  
the standpo in t o f the economic background o f the class strugg le .— Ed.

■ B y  H .  M .  W f t e l d

in d iv id u a l c a p ita lis t is  no t good fo r  the 
group o f cap ita lis ts  as a whole. The 
in d iv id u a l ca p ita lis t derives a com petitive 
advantage, expressed in  low er costs and 
fo r a tim e in  h igher pro fits th rough  dis­
p lacing men by machines, th a t is, v a r i­
able cap ita l by constant cap ita l. The 
group o f cap ita lis ts  as a whole, however, 
by a l l  adop ting the same o r a s im ila r 
process, w ipe o u t the com petitive advan­
tage o f the f irs t ca p ita lis t, and in  so do­
ing equalize com petitive p ro fits  among 
themselves. The net resu lt however, is 
a lower p ropo rtiona te  em ploym ent o f 
va riab le  cap ita l, resu ltin g  in  a low er 
average ra te  o f p ro fit, w h ich  expresses 
its e lf  in  ca p ita lis t term s in, a shrinkage 
o f “ m arkets”  o r places where goods can 
be sold a t a p ro fit.

The shrinkage o f m arkets in  the boom

214,383
9,000,059

$10,461,736,869

Ind us tries  1919-1929 
1927

191,866
8,349.755

$10,848,802,532

24,800,002,926 27,585,210 4oO

1929
199268 

8,550,284 
$11 271,016,618

31,096,855.410

years before 1929 was w e ll recognized 
in  the business w orld , as to its  effects 
i f  not its  cause. I t  was a common corn- 
p la n t production. T h is  means, o f course 
o f se lling  and d is tr ib u tio n  were eating 
up the economies due to more efficient 
p lan t production. T h is  means, o f ocurse 
th a t i t  was becoming increasing ly  d ifficu lt 
to sell to a con trac ting  m arket, and 
high-pressure salesmanship, the emphasis 
on sty le  and color in  a l l k inds o f goods, 
and the increasing use o f ins ta llm en t se ll­
ing  together w ith  hectic e fforts  to  in ­
crease export sales, a l l p o in t to  the  
effects o f the con tra d ic tion  o f the dom­
estic m arke t in  the period o f highest 
a c tiv ity  up to 1929, w h ich  contained the 
seeds o f the cris is .

T h is  process o f th ro t t l in g  the  p a r tic i­
pa tion o f wages in  the na tiona l produc­
t io n  is  no t a m a tte r o f the la s t ten  year*, 
alone— the  p ro po rtion  o f waerea pa id to

va lue added by m anufacture in  
is a c tu a lly  sm a lle r than in  1899.

1929

fo r  raw  m a te ria l etc., $10 fo r  overhead, 
and $40 fo r  wages leaving likew ise  $10 
fo r  p ro fit. A n increase of 20 percent in  
sales w i l l  involve an increase in  raw  
m ateria ls  costs to $48, wages to $48, 
w h ich together w ith  the unchanged over­
head costs o f $10 w i l l  to ta l $88, leaving 
a p ro fit o f $12, o r 20 percent m ore than 
“ no rm a l” , w h ile  s im ila r ly  a decline in  
sales o f 20* percent; w i l l  re su lt in  a 
reduction o f the p ro fit from  $10 to $6, 
instead o f w ip ing  i t  ou t com plete ly. The 
less mechanized p la n t the re fore  pro fits

No. of Wage E arners Wages 
1899 4,713,000 $ 2 008,0000,000
1909 6 615,000 3,427,000,000
1910 8,000,000 10,453,000 000
1929 8,742,000 11,421,000,000

From  1899 to  1929, the num ber o f wage 
earners increased 85.5 percent, and th e ir  
average wage rose fro m  $426 a year to 
$1,306 o r 206 percent, bu t th e ir  share 
in  the produce o f th e ir  labor declined 
fro m  41.4 percent to 36 percent. The 
fac t th a t value added by m anufacture 
increased 556 percent w h ile  the num ber 
o f wage-earners employed increased on ly  
85.5 percent sums up g ra ph ica lly  the 
exten t to  w h ich  labo r efficiency has been 
increased, la rge ly  by m echanization.

As production keeps increasing w h ile  
the pa rtic ip a tio n  o f labo r keeps decreas­
ing  we should expect the recu rren t 
c ris is  to  become m ore acute as tim e  goes 
on. Increasing m echanization tends to 
make the pro fits  o f business m ore de­
pendent on opera tion as close to capac­
i ty  as possible. To il lu s tra te  th is, com­
pare tw o  establishm ents . one h igh ly  
mechanized, and the o ther la rge ly  de­
pendent on d ire c t labor, w h ich  we w i l l  
c a ll p la n t A  and B  respectively. O f each 
$100 o f p roduct produced by A, $40 re­
presents ra w  m ateria l, fu e l and power,
$40 represents overhead costs o f m achin­
e ry  (m aintenance, in te rest on invest­
m ent am ortiza tion , etc., a l l  costs wh ich 
go on unchanged from  year to year i r ­
respective o f the am ount o f ou tpu t) $10 
is wages, and $10 is p ro fit. I f  sales and 
production increases 20 percent to $120, 
ra w  m a te ria l etc. w i l l  cost $48, wage*
$12, and overhead costs rem a in ing un­
changed a t $40 w i l l  leave a p ro fit o f 
$20 Instead o f $10, an increase o f 100 
percent in  pro fits  against an increase 
o f 20 percent in  sales. S im ila rly , a de­
crease o f 20 percent in  sales to  $80 w i l l  
invo lve  a decrease in  ra w  m a te ria ls  to  
$32, in  wages to  $8 and overhead re ­
m ain ing unchanged a t  $40, there w i l l  be 
no p ro fit le ft.

P la n t B , on the o ther hand, being on ly  
s lig h tly  mechanized, pays under no rm a l 
conditions $40 o u t o f each $100 o f sale*

V a lue  Added by 
M anufactu ring

$ 4,831,000,000
8,529,000,000 

24 748,000,000
31,687,000,000

Wages
41.4 p. c.
40.2
42.2 
36.0

less by booms and is less harm ed by 
depression than the h ig h ly  mechanized 
plant.

The increasing m echanization o f A m ­
erican in d u s try  can be summed up on 
the basis o f the foregoing figures by 
s ta tin g  th a t va lue added by m anufac­
tu r in g  amounted 'to $1,025 per w o rke r in  
1899 and to  $3,624 per w o rke r in  1929. 
B u t th is  can on ly  mean, in  term s of 
the above discussion, th a t Am erican 
business has become more sensitive to  
shrinkages o f sales and m arkets, and 
crises should there fore  show increasing 
severity.

T h is  conclusion is borne ou t by an 
analysis o f in d u s tr ia l a c tiv ity  in  the Un­
ited  States since 1854 recently  made by 
a W estern bank. “ N orm a l”  figures o f 
in d u s tr ia l p roduction were calcula ted, 
m aking allow ance fo r  a broad upw ard 
tendency, and a c tiv ity  fo r  each m onth 
since January, 1854 was stated in  per­
centages above o r  below th is  s tead ily  
ris in g  “ no rm a l”  line. D u rin g  th is  per­
iod there have been fou rteen  im portan t 
depressions. We lis t  below the m onth 
d u rin g  w h ich  each o f these reached its  
lowest po in t, and the percentage figure 
fo r th a t month.

We see th a t a t no tim e  before the 
w ar was the re  any decline o f more than 
20 percent below the  “ n o rm a l”  l in e ; the 
1921 depressions w ent as lo w  as 27 per­
cent and the • present depression 28.3 
percent below “ no rm a l” .

N o t on ly  is the present depression re­
la tiv e ly  m ore severe, in  term s o f decline 
below “ no rm a l” , tha n  * any o f its  pre­
decessors, bu t the re  a re  ind ica tions th a t 
in  some respects i t  is  even absolute ly 
m ore severe. I n  o ther words, the  ra te  
o f increase o f  “ no rm a l”  p roduction  may 
its e lf  be s low ing down. R a ilro ad  fre ig h t 
tra ffic  measured in  carloadings w ith

Percent. Percent.
Jan. 1858 13.0 Dec. 1903 11.0
June 1861 9.8 May 19008 18.
Sept. and J u ly 1911 7.:
Nov. 1865 14.0 Dec. 1914 13.»
Beb. 1878 12.7 A p r i l 1921 27.i
M ay 1885 13.1 J u ly  1924 12.7
June 1894 19.9 Jan. 1931 28.3
Sept. 1896 17.9
allow ance fo r the lig h te r average load
per car, is ac tua lly  less than in  1921, a 
year o f the m ost serious percentage de­
pression up to th a t tim e, a lthough 1921 
oar loadings were in  tu rn  h igher than 
those o f 1911, a year o f re la tiv e ly  m ino r 
depression E xp o rt trade is now a t the 
low est levels since the w a r, low er than 
in  the depression year 1921. Im m ig ra ­
t io n  th is  year w i l l  be less than 100,000. 
fo r  the f irs t tim e since 1869.

T u rn in g  fo r a moment fro m  the gen­
era l m anifesta tions o f the c r i is, le t u * 
assume the axiom  th a t the to ta l indus­
t r ia l  a c t iv ity  o f a coun try  is  the  su i 
o f the a c tiv ity  o f its  in d iv id u a l indus­
tries , p lus the re la tions ex is ting  among 
them . F o r the in d iv id u a l industries , 
there is a “ la w  of uneven developm ent”  
analogous tp  th a t w h ich  T ro tsky  ha* 
worked ou t as between nations. The 
general scheme o f thé  h is to r ica l develop­
m ent o f an in d u s try  fo llo w s  a rough ly 
un ifo rm  curve. I t  begins as a  new, 
speculative in du s try , w ith  numerous 
sm a ll in d iv id u a l concerns, m any of 
whom qu ié k ly  disappear i t  m ay have 
d ifficu lty  a t the  beginning in  find in g  m ar­
kets, bu t soon obtains general accep­
tance o f its  product, the p ro fits  o f suc­
cessful concerns are large, and sales are 
ap t to increase even d u rin g  a period o f 
business depression.

In  the second stage, a broad demand 
has been created, p ro fits  rem a in  la rge 
and even increase, numerous sm a lle r 
producers consolidate in to  a  re la tiv e ly  
few er num ber o f la rge firm s, and the 
problem  o f management is how to  p ro ­
duce enough ra the r than how to se ll its  
ou tput. P roductive  fa c ilit ie s  a re  ra p id ­
ly  increased d u rin g  th is  stage. T h is  
leads to the' th ird  stage, w here in  produc­
tive  fa c ilit ie s  a re  enough o r m ore than  
enough to  meet the actual demand, and 
the p r in c ip a l problem  o f management be­
comes how to  sell, ra th e r tha n  how to  
produce. M arkets become saturated, 
com petition sets in  on a severe basis, 
prices and p ro fit m arg ins a re  lowered, 
m ergers increase u n t il on ly  a few  large 
producers are le ft  in  the in du s try . Even 
tu a lly  the problem o f m arke ts (a t  *  
p ro fit)  becomes ve ry  d ifficu lt, a l l  k inds 
o f c o s t lj and a r t if ic ia l methods m us t h i 
used to s tim u la te  demand, the p ro fit m ar­
g in  is l ik e ly  to  rem ain under the  aver­
age even in  good tim es and to  re s u lt i i  
losses in  bad, tim es, show ing a gré 
susce p tib ility  to  business depression 

(Continued in  N e x t Tssiwi


