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Defeat the Capitalist Offensive !
O rganize United Front A gainst Unemployment and W age Cuts !

Unem ploym ent and  
Communist Tactics
The fresh breaks on the stock market 

'June 12 and 16, the most devastating since 
last November, burst another bubble In the 
tnedlclne-man tactics of Hoover, the vaunted 
engineering genius whose election slogan 
¡was “Business Administration” Cotton has 
«lumped. Steel production has declined. 
The index for automobile production drop­
ped June 14, 36.8 per cent below that of 
taat year.

But) the obviously well-fed Secretary 
Of Agriculture Hyde maintains his poise. 
The nation, he declares in a statement, "is 
back at work..W e have suffered from little  
more than seasonal unemployment... 
there was relatively little distress..." I f  
you are of a credulous nature you can 
take his word for it. On the other hand 
there are the very conservative figures 
of the official Bureau of Labor Statistics 
which reports a further decline of 1.6 per 
bent in employment and 2.4, per cent in 
payroll totals in the manufacturing indus­
tries in April of this year as compared 
With April 1929.

U  may be added that there arc in­
deed “unemployed” who have “ suffered 
relatively lititle distress" These are the 
■horde of dividend -receivers whose nur­
tured fingers neither tail nor spin but 
can and do clip coupons, Recorded div­
idend and interest payments in May of 
this year were actually $570,000,000 com­
pared with $490,000,000 a year ago.

The signs accumulate that the 
capitalist class w ill seek a way out of 
this crisis by a campaign for the “de­
flation” of the workers' wages. In,,close 
collaboration with the social democratic 
bureaucracy of the General Labor Feder­
ation the German industrialists have in­
itiated a movement for a ten per cent 
wage cut to challenge coal and steel 
market!, of Great Britain and the United 
Skates. Tlio capita Irts of the United 
States w ill not lag far behind. I t  will 
be a dastardly betrayal of the interests 
of the German workers by their “leader­
ship” but noiihing that the bureaucrats 
of the Amerlcau Federation of Labor can­
not emulate.

Government reports indicate that per 
capita, earnings in manufacturing nlilus- 
tries in April, of tihis year had dropped 
'4.5 per cent from the levels of 1929. The 
textile ■ capitalists, bituminous coal and 
steel industries, where unemployment is 
.on the ¡increase are beginning to talk 
openly of wage cuts. The open shop or­
ganizations are becoming increasingly ac­
tive.

The situation requires a thprough 
overhauling of the present course of the 
Communist Party. The theology of the 
"third period” must give place to a Marxist 
appraisal. The workers of the United States 
are on the eve not of offensive revolu­
tionary struggles bub of defensive strug­
gles to resist the capitalist onslaught. I t  
the Party doe3 not give leadership to tlio 
masses. I f  it fails to develop a concrete 
program of action, if it  refuses to or­
ganize a broad united front of the masses, 
i f  it blindly adheres to its impotent and 
blind agitation against “social fasoism”, 
the social democrats and the labor bur- 

aucrats will be the gainers; the masses 
nd the Party will be the losers.

/ The Communist movement has suf­
fered heavily from the present factional re­
gime and its false theories. Thousands 
of workers have been alienated from Us 
influence. But there is still time to re­
trace the steps of the Party to a line of 
revolutionary realism. The great tasks 
before the Party demand a concentration 
of Communist forces on the basis of Par­
ty democracy.

Equipped with thousands of dollars for 
preliminary expenses, the Senate has 
launched its star-chamber "investigation” 
into Communist “plotting” In the United 
States. The Hoover government, the Na­
tional Civic Federation, and the American 
Federation of Labor are a single united 
front. With the ghost of the infamous Pal­
mer presiding, cabinet officials, labor ta­
kers, stool-pigeons, hungry politicians and 
the remainder of the unsavory crew bur­
dening society, w ill testify to the existence 
of a “Red Conspiracy”.

The Crisis ef American Capitalism 
Outside, in every city of the United 

States, members of an army of six million 
unemployed fbrm in bread line. In  the 
shops, relentlessly driven by the speed-up. 
workers face the menace of wage-cuts. Mas. 
ter-incited Southern mobs burn and lynch 
poor Negroes. Militant labor organizers 
of the unorganized and the unemployed in 
Gastonia, Georgia, California and New 
York are imprisoned, sent to the chain 
gangs, or threatened with the electric 
chair. But parasitical coupon clippers gar. 
ner the biggest dividends in years. Con­
gress stamps approval on a Tariff to as­
sure the corporations still vaster monopoly 
profits. M ilitary expenditures for the 
next imperialist struggle reach the high­
est peak in history.

The pre-conventiou discussion of the 
Communist Party,'the Thesis to the conven­
tion and the Comintern organization letter 
list the greatest number of shortcomings 
the Party has ever had presented to any of 
its conventions. A review of these docu­
ments will convince one at once that they are 
not shortcomings in the nature of a progres­
sing party that is at a higher level but at 
a lower level in comparison witl. the past, 
especially in relation to the increasingly 
favorable objective situation.
Bankruptcy of the Centrist Party Regime 
The Central Committee is presenting to 

tihe 7th convention a unanimous thesis ahd 
resolutions that have been printed in book­
let form (after Bedacht’s trip) which 
means it is approved by our parent body 
In the International Office. This procedure, 
foliowiug the Comintern organization letter 
to the convention and the admitted mass 
of blunders, mistakes and shortcomings 
means (1.) That our present leadership Is 
not capable of drawing up an analysis of 
of the present situation. (2.) That our in­
ternational leadership does not trust this 
bask to our American leadership. (3.)That 
the delegates to the 7th Convention, are 
not trusted with this task.

A leadership not capable of drawing 
up ite own analysis is not capable of lead­
ing the revolutionary party. A conven­
tion that does not protest this action is a 
strait-jacket) convention and not a unity 
convention. Leadership of the masses can­
not be appointed from tha international

The tribunals of the Spanish Inquisi­
tion sat In judgement over bourgeois Pro­
testantism. The Czarist autocracy sab in 
judgement over Ifyassian revolutionaries. 
The United States Senate “investigates Com­
munism". The past is replete with judge- 
raenb3 of the dying over the living, of the 
forces of reaction over those of revolution. 
But when have such investigatons and 
judgements permanently halted the advance 
of history or the development of the class 
struggle ? The spectre of Communism 
which Marx marked as haunting the Euro­
pean bourgeoisie of 1848 has materialized 
in the Soviet power of today. Nor could 
any Holy Alliance, Romanoff Ochrana, mas­
sacre of Communards or strategy of • Bis­
marck prevent it.

The Open Conspiracy of Communism
. .  I t  needs no investigation to establish 
that international Communism is a great­
er danger to world capitalism than over be­
fore. Communism is an open conspiracy. 
“The Communists have always disdained to 
conceal their aims". We openly conspire 
to organize the workers for immediate im­
provements in their living conditions. We 
openly conspire to avail .ourselves of every 
strike, every lockout, every demonstration 
to sharpen the edge of the class struggle, 
to lay bare the process of capitalist exploit­
ation and government suppression.

offici—it can only be obtained and held by 
actual leadership in theoretical and. prac­
tical problems- facing the working class. 
Leadership in the Marxian sense cannot 
sprout from the top like the Peppers,Love- 
stones and the present incompetents. The 
thesis presented dealing with the short­
comings does not and cannot deal with 
their fundamental causes.

The Menace of Revisionism 
The Manifesto of the Communist Op­

position to the rank and file and the 7th 
Convention is a document that clears the 
way for the membership to r. correct un­
derstanding. The Manifesto points out 
the roots of the present Party crisis, not 
only facing us in this country but facing 
our comrades in the other parties of our 
International. The revision of Marxism 
by the Stalin-Bucharin leadership has de­
railed the movement in the swamp of the 
non-Marxist, eclectic, utopian, reactionary 
theory of the “Building of Socialism in one 
country”, the colonial revolutionary policy 
and the tactics of bhe “third period". Ac­
tivity and more activity w ill not replace 
correct Marxist theory and these problems 
first brought up by the Russian Opposition, 
seemingly remote and of no concern to the 
class struggle in America are the deter­
mining causes of the present chaotic con­
dition in an otherwise objectively favorable 
situation.

The Communist Party is the instrument 
of the working class used as the leader and 

Contnued on Page 6

We openly conspire to rouse the work­
ers to resist the mobilization plans tor 
the next war by a revolutionary struggle 
for the defence of the Soviet Union. We 
openly conspire to separate the masses in 
the American Federation of Labor from  
t t j r  treacherous find bureaucratic mis- 
leadership of the William Greens and the 
Mathew Wolls. We openly conspire to or- 
gninze the toilers of the tinted States for 
the proletarian revolntioa to overthrow the 
capitalist system and replace the business 
dictatorship by a revolutionary Workers’ 
Government.

But as a matter of fact the capitalist 
class has no illusions about the nature of 
the Communist conspiracy. The investig­
ation is a cover for something else. The 
ruling class aims to master the deepening 
economic crisis and improve its position 
for a sharper attack on the world market 
and by an offensive tor wage reductions. The 
employers are fully aware that as a result 
of the mass unemployment and the wage- 
cutting offensive, tens of thousands of 
workers hitherto faithful to the traditions 
of capitalist poltics and the craft preju­
dices of the A.F. of L. w ill be radicalized 
by their experience of misery. They are fur­
ther conscious that the leaven in the work­
ing class is the Communist movement, that 
the Communists understand the laws of 
capitalist economy and the fraud of bour­
geois democracy. To suppress the Com­
munists, to terrorize these proletarian lead­
ers who croon no pacifist and liberal lul­
labies, becomes the entering wedge of the 
capitalist offensive against the whole work, 
ing class.

The Tasks of the Communist Party
in this situation very heavy respon­

sibilities rest upon the leadership of the 
Communist Party. Sectarianism in these 
circumstances would be tantamount to po­
litical crime against the interests of the 
proletariat. The possibilities for the ad­
vance of the revolutionary movement are 
great. But to avail ourselves of this his- 
torjr opportuVty, the Party must give 
leadership to a UNITED FRONT movement 
against the capitalist offensive. The Party 
will uot be able to do so until it breaks 
with its present course of blind faction­
alism aijid adventurism. The situation 
must bo soberly analyzed for what it is. 
There la no iinmedate “acute revolutionary 
crisis”. There are yet no “offensive revolu­
tionary struggles” on the horizon. The 
masses have not yet deserted the labor 
bureaucrats and the social reformists. The 
capitalist class of this country has not yet 
lost its confidence and Its power to rule. 
But tihe defensive struggles of the workers 
can with correct leadership become the 
starting point for revolutionary struggles' 
in the future. The Party must weed out 
the verbiage of the “third period” or the 
Party will be wrecked for years.

For Communist Unity!
The Left Communists (Communist 

League of America) are profoundly opposed 
to the present Party regime and its revi­
sionist theories on an international scale. 
But in the interests of the promotion of the 
workers' United Front, we are prepared 
to support every step that the Party under­
takes for a concrete prograni of action 
against the capitalist offensive. Once start* 
ed in this direction, we are confident that 
the momentum of the class struggle w ilt 
vindicate to the Party mebership the full 
justice not only of the strategy we advocate 
for the every-day struggle but the histor­
ical validity of the revolutionary Leninist 
principles which motivate our tactics.

•—MAURICE SPECTOR

H U G O  O EHLER JO IN S  O P P O S IT IO N
Through the adhesion of Hugo OeHler to the platform of the Communist 

League of America (Opposition), the Left Opposition recruits one of the best types 
of organizers that the American Communist movement has yet developed. Comrade 
Oehler was the representative Of the National Textile Workers Union In its organizing 
campaign in the South during the Gfustonia struggle and thereafter. He was every­
where hailed as a courageosu and clearheaded fighter and leader.

Hugo Ocliler has held numerous posts in the Communist Party. He was or­
ganizer of the Kansas District of the Communist Party, and during the Colorado coal 
miners strike directed the Party’s work in the field. He is well known to all m ili­
tants, class conscious workers and revolutionists in the West and South, as well as 
to the Party organization generally. Oehler has presented the statement in the cur­
rent issue of the M ililitant to the Central Executive Committee of the Communist Party 
and to the District Committee hi Chicago where lie is at present working.
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A m id  the ga the ring  up roa r o f protest) 
a t  home and threats o f  rep risa ls  fro m  
abroad, the Haw ley-Sm oot T a r if f  B i l l  has 
received leg is la tive  enactm ent and p re s i­
den tia l sanction. I t  cannot be passed over 
as o f  no concern to the workers. Its  im ­
p lica tio n s  fo r  the development o f*th e  class 
s trugg le  in  the U nited States and the s tru g ­
g le  o f  the im peria lis ts  fo r  the w o rld  m ar­
ke t are fa r too s ign ificant.

The Haw ley-Sm oot T a r if f  increases the 
d ire c t taxes on im ports  to  Í630,000,900 a 
year o r about) 20 per cen t above the p re - 
«entl rate. Th is  is a d irec t g if t  by the im ­
p e ria lis t governm ent o f the U nited States 
to  the  monopolies. The masses w i l l  bear 
the burden e f these d ire c t taxes on food 
c lo th in g , housing and o ther necessities o f 
life .

Class Leg is la tion
The ta r if f  w h ich  is  held up as a na ­

t io n a l po licy was always one o f the m ost 
obvious and f la g ra n t instances of "c lass le ­
g is la tio n ". The m anu factu re rs  appealed 
fo r  the support o f the w orkers  on the 
ground th a t p ro tection ism  w ou ld  f i l l  th e ir  
d inne r pai^s and the re la tiv e ly  h igher 
wages w ere pointed to  in  substan tia tion  
But the  wage levels o f the  w orkers  in  th is  
co u n try  were due n o t to  the ta r i f f  p rotec­
tion b u t to  a com bination o f circumstances, 
the g rea t n a tu ra l resources, the h ighe r 
p ro d u c tiv ity  o f  labo r and its  g rea te r in ten ­
s ity  due to  superio r techn ica l equipm ent, 
the in f lo w  o f cap ita l, etc. The pow erfu l 
p ro tection fo r  the U nited States Steel Cor­
po ra tion  has never benefited its  in d u s tr ia l 
»laves. The very people who fie rce ly  re ­
sisted trade un ionism  and proposals fo r  so- 
Dial insurance on the g ro u n l th a t these 
were class leg is la tion  and an in te rfe rence  
w ith  "econom ic law s”  o f supply and de­
mand, were the in te rests  who co n tin u a lly  
usod th e ir  p o lit ic a l power to  in te rfe re  w ith  
economic laws o f the in te rn a tio n a l d iv is ion  
of la b o r and to  secure ever-m ounting sub­
sidies from  m e governm ent treasury. And  
ths was as i t  should be. The "dem ocra tic ”  
state is  the p o lit ic a l representation o f the 
in terests of p riva te  p rope rty  and not of 
the w o rk in g  class. The fa c t a lone th a t 
the  B r it is h  w orkers  enjoyed a re la tive ly  
h ighe r standard o f l iv in g  than the rest of 
the European con tinen t d u ring  the V ic to r­
ia n  period o f in d ilu te ; free  tra le  is  enough 
to  p rove th a t the ta r if f  was no t respon­
sib le  fo r  the h ighe r l iv in g  standards in  
the U nited States.

The Econom ic C ris is
The H aw ley-Sm oot T a r if f  is the p ro ­

duct o f a deepening economic c ris is , w h ich 
ecnicided w ith  the advent o f the “ engin- 
te r in g  genius’ and “ Business A d m in is tra ­
t io n ”  o f H e rbe rt Hoover. i t s  sponsors 
Advance the stock argum ent th a t i t  w il l 
kssure the re tu rn  o f p rospe rity  and keep 
d iscree tly  s ile n t on the reasons i j r  the  
loss o f p rospe rity  in  the f irs t  place. T ha t 
th is  argum ent is frau d u le n t demagogy 
should be patent) to  every worker.

P rospe rity  had come to  be regarded as 
a special d i v i n e  dispensatio n t o  
« ie  U nited States, an e ternal in s titu tio n . 
P ub lic is ts  and professors w ro te  treatises 
to prove the "ban k ru p tcy  o f M arx ism ”  in 
the lig h t  o f A m erican  experience o f the 
Wide d iffus ion  o f w ealth  m aking  bloated 
stock owners o f the workers. P ilg rim s  
trom  the European social democracy iou r- 
aeyed over to  m arve l a t the wonders o f 
Fordism  and the “ economy o f h igh wages”

The bubble burst. The stock m arke t 
began its  dizzy dance o f ca lam ity . T h a 
arm y o f unemployed swelled to  five  m il­
lions. G ra in  prices fe ll.  Cotton slumped. 
Com m odity prices declined. O utput de­
creased. E xpo rts  fe ll off. Am erican cap­
ita lism  revela a ll the f ra il it ie s  o f anarc ic  
productoon fo r  p ro fit. To propose h ighe r 
ta n ffs  as the so lu tion  fo r  th is  c ris is  is  
sneer demagogy.

The essence o f the economic c ris is  is 
the  cleavage between the  power o f produc­
tio n  and the capacity fo r  consum ption ( "e f­
fec tive  demand” ) on the basis, o f course o f 
the  re la tions o f d is tr ib u tio n  th a t obtain’ in  
c a p ita lis t society. The masses cannot buy 
back the am ount th a t is  produced The 
anarchy o f ca p ita lis t p roduction  fo r  p ro fit 
m anifests its e lf  in  the re c u rre n t fiisp ro - 
p o rt io n a lity  between the  va rious branches

production  and the "ine ffec tive  demand”

The Hawley-S moot Tariff and American Imperialism
B y  M A U R I C E  S P E C T O R

the poverty  and in a b ility  o f the masses in  
society to  buy back— is one o f the m ost 
im p o rta n t elements in  th is  c r is is  o f d is­
p roportion. Goods accum ulate in  the fac­
to ries  bu t they cannot find  the m onetary 
fo rm  fo r th e r release. The in d u s tr ia l c ris is  
o f over p roduction  resu lts. I ts  s torm  signals 
have been m anifest in  the econ -  
omte s itua tion  o f the U nited States fo r  a 
considerable period, Buti i t  was re ­
s tra in  from  fu l l  expression by the g rea t 
c red it s tru c t ire  b u ilt  up on easy rates of 
in te re s t and t h e  brokers l o a n s ,  
the b u ll m arke t, th a t kept the m anu fac tu r­
ing  and construc tion  industries  and the 
in s ta lle n t p lan  going.

The W orkers ’ Position
B u t more concrete ly, “ techno log ica l un­

em ploym ent”— the in d u s tr ia l reserve arm y 
— was increasing. The w orkers  paid fo r  
the h ighe r organ ic com position o f cap ita l 
— technical progress— w ith  the penalty  of 
ra tio n a liza tio n  and displacement! by the ma­
chine. Jn 1929 p roduction was 42 per cent 
g rea te r than  in  1919 bu t the num ber of 
w orkers a c tu a lly  decreased in  tha t In te rva l 
by 585,600. The Bureau o f Labor S ta tis tics 
estimated the m in im um  hea lth  and decency 
budget o f a w o rk in g  class fa m ily  of five 
to  be an annual income o f $2,262. The aver­
age ye a rly  earnings o f a w orker's  fa m ily  of 
th is  k ind  was $1,280. F ive  m illio n s  of such 
fam ilies  lived  below th is  m in im um  stan­
dard, m illio n s  bare ly  reach# ! it. The 
masses were heav ily  exploited. P rosperity  
was on ly  fo r  the labo r a ristocracy.

Th is is the s itua tion  w h ich  the cap it­
a lis t class o f the U nited States faces today. 
The aim  o f capita list) p roduction is the 
rea liza tion  o f p ro fit. Cap ita l accumulates 
bu t the rate o f p ro fit a t home declines. 
The domestic m arke t alone becomes too 
na rrow  a base fo r the p roductive  powers of 
A m erican cap ita lism . P lan t fa c ilit ie s  are 
a lready in  huge excess o f domestic requ ire ­
ments. F in ished m anufactured goods 
am ount to  one h a lf o f the en tire  fo re ign  
sales. Between 1919 and 1928 Am erican 
exports to ta lle d  -53 b illio n  fu rn ish in g  a su r­
p lus over im ports  of 14 b illio n  dollars.

Am erican cap ita lism  m ust g ird  fo r  a 
grand offensive on the w orkers and the

w o rld  m arket. T h is  is  the s ignificance o f 
the ta r if f .

The num ber o f m ergers and consolida­
tions increased u n t i l  (.he U n ited  States 
was dom inated by g igan tic  in d u s tr ia l co rpor­
ations. The po licy o f these g igan tic  consol­
ida tions is to  m a in ta in  a complete monop­
o ly o f the home m arke t and to bid fo r  
the w o rld  dom in ion in  the fo re ign  m arket.

The c ris is  w i l l  accelerate the ru in  of 
the sm all businessman and sm all m anu­
fac tu re r. The wages o f the Am erican w o rk ­
ers w i l l  be deflated. The cost o f l iv in g  w i l l  
increase.

A ttack on the W orld  M arke t
The European com petito rs o f Am erican 

cap ita lism  profess to  be deeply shocked by 
the cynie ism  o f th is  ta r if f ,  a decla ra tion  of 
economic w a rfa re  t f  ever there was one, 
com ing on the very heels o f the London Na­
val D isarm am ent Conference. Undoubted­
ly  the .economic po licy  im p lic it  in  the ta r if f  
is the re a lity  behind the illu s io n s  intended 
to be fostered by the D isarm am ent Con­
ference. The w a r th a t resulted from  the 
economic r iv a lr ie s  o f Great B r ita in  and 
Germany w il l  be a mere sketch compared 
to the forces o f death and destruc tion  tha t 
w i l l  be released in  consequence o f the de­
c is ion  o f Am erican im peria lism  to pu t E u r­
ope on a decreasing ra tion  and to th ro ttle  
her. Protected by tho m onopo lis t ta r if f in  the 
home m arket, United States mass produc­
tio n  w il l  reso rt to the po licy  o f large-scale 
dum ping campaigns in  South Am erica, Asia, 
and elsewhere.

T ha t the o ther ca p ita lis t powers w ill 
coun te r-a ttack is p la in . Up to the present 
Am erican im peria lism  has been able to d i­
vide them  by demanding the favored na tion  
danse  fo r  itse lf. i t  has wielded its  tre ­
mendous financ ia l power to force conces­
sions. Europe barred from  access to the 
great Am erican m arke t w i l l  not panrive- 
)y accept its  fa te  w ithou t a struggle. The 
German in d u s tr ia lis ts  have announced a 
new d rive  on the w orld  m arke t ho release 
the heavy stocks accum ula ting in  the R uhr 
and the d rive  w il l  open w ith  a ten per cent 
wage c u t fo r  hundreds os thousands o f Ger­
man workers. To meet th is  challenge the 
I l r i t is h  and Am erican cap ita lis ts  m ust in  
tu rn  b rin g  the pressure o f in te rn a tio n a l

com pe titition  to bear on the w orkers in  the 
fo rm  o f w ide-spread wage reductions. The 
general c r is is  o f cap ita lism  w il l  be in ­
tensified.

The plans o f Am erican im peria lism  are 
t ita n ic  in  th e ir  consequences and m ust f in ­
a lly  crash on the rock of th e ir  inne r con­
trad ic tions.

F inanc ia l Yoke
W hile  seeking to th ro tt le  Europe in ­

d u s tr ia lly  in  the w o rld  market), Am erican 
im peria lism  s im ultaneously tigh tens the fin ­
ancia l noose. The fo re ign  loans of the 
U nited States now to ta l some $26,000,000,- 
900. C a p ita lis t Europe is one of her heav­
iest debtors. H ow  w il l  Europe liqu id a te  
her debts w h ile  her m arkets are conquered 
by A m erican im peria lism ? How w il l  she 
be able to  expand w h ile  being dra ined both 
ways? Am erican im peria lism  lands in  the 
ne t o f th is  quandary. C a p ita lis t Europe m ust 
e ithe r se ll goods o r de fau lt. I t  is w a rfa re  
in  e ither case. The record o f the U n ited  
States fo r  arm ed in te rve n tio n  to co lle c t 
debts is a very active one.

The pressure on the w orkers of Europe 
mush become unbearable and create new 
revo lu tio n a ry  crises. The Am erican sec­
tion  of the German annuities p lan, $98,- 
250,000 was recen tly  floa ted  qu ick ly  by 
eleven of the most pow erfu l financ ia l houses 
in  the coun try  headed by J.P. M organ and 
Company. These bonds are an in te g ra l p a rt 
o f the Young P lan and an uncond itiona l 
ob liga tion  of the German Governm ent The 
Am erican experts congra tu la te  themselves 
on having thus taken the reparations ques­
tion  "o u t of p o lit ic s ” . B ut they reckon  
w ith o u t th e ir  host—the German p ro le ta r ia t. 
Do the Am ercan cap ita lis ts  believe that the 
German masses w i l l  recognize as th e ir  ob­
lig a tio n  the payment o f the tw o b illio n  
m arks annua lly  fo r 53 years? As l i t t le  as 
the October revo lu tion  recognized the 
French loans to the Czar fo r the suppres­
sion o f the 1905 revo lu tion !

The ta r if f  is another step on the road 
th a t Am erican Im peria lism  has mapped ou t 
fo r  its e lf to  unqualified  w o rld  power. F irs t,  
th rough n e u tra lity  and then in te rven tion  in  
the W orld  War, th rough abstention from  the 
chaos of the Versailles Conference, th rough  
the “ s ta b iliz in g ”  in te rven tion  of the Dawes 
Plan in 1924 and more recently, the Young 
Plan.

Towards P ro le ta ria n  Revolution

Do Your Share!
La L ih c rte , a Parisian bourgeois paper 

asks: “ Is cue ca p ita lis tic  w orld  doomed to  
die th rough excess o f p roduction—p im p ly  
because those who d irec t i t  are inc iipab le

The Com m unist League (O pposition) is beg inning to take roots in  the 
labo r and- trade  un ion  movement, and is m ak ing  m arked advances in  the o rgan­
iza tion  of it« frac tions  to c a rry  th rough its  polic ies in  the Le ft w ing  and w o rk in g  
makes benera lly. T hrough the W eekly M il i ta n t  we can be tter voice ou r views and 
present concrete program s of a c tiv ity  as a guide to the workers.

New Forces from Party and the Youth
In  the o ffic ia l Com m unist P a rty  and the Young Communist) League o f the 

U nited States there is a g ro w ing  resentm ent and d is tru s t in  the ranks, even though 
la rg e ly  suppressed by the bureaucracy, w ith  the po licy of the o ffic ia l Com m unist 
movement. A  A ¡mber o f them have however openly voiced thei,r p ro test and de­
c lared th e ir  adherence w ith  the views o f the L e ft Opposition. The W eekly M ilita n t 
makes i t  possible to  w ork more active ly  th a n  ever to  w in  the  w orker-C om m uuists  
to  the program  o f the 1-eft Opposition.

The M ilitan t and the Economic Crisis
The fa te  o f the M ilita n t as a W E E K L Y  s t i l l  hangs in  the balance. The 

l i i n l f r .  a n l supporters of the Com m unist League o f Am erica  (O pposition) are 
beg inning to r a l ly  around th e M ilita n t. Tw o issues o f the W eekly M ilita n t  have ap­
peared since ou r appeal. B u t a g rea te r response is s t i l l  needed i f  th e M illta n t is to  
con tinue  as a W eekly, and p a rt ic u la r ly  to  su iv ive  d u rin g  the d iff ic u lt summer period. 
This is  the c r it ic a l tim e. We are confident th a t i f  the supporters o f the L e ft Oppo­
s itio n  w i l l  co n tribu te  fin a n c ia lly  to  pass th ro u g h  the "dog days” , the m u tu re  w i l l  
b ring  ripe  f r u i t  to  the Opposition.

The Militant as a Pivot for Communist Growth
The possib ilities fo r  the g row th  o f Communism, o f the L e ft Opposition in 

the Unified States are good. The M ilita n t  is the p ivo t around w hich the ac tiv itie s  
o f o u r movement revolve. On the assum ption o f the continued existence o f the 
M ilita n t  as a W eekly, the Com m unist League (O pposition) has la id  plans fo r  increased 
a c t iv ity  among the workers. A t  present, M ax Shachtman o f the  N ationa l Com mittee 
is  to u rin g  n a tio n a lly  fo r  the Com m unist League. O ther o rgan isa tiona l and propa­
ganda to u rs  a re  planned fo r  the  fa l l  period by o th e r members o f the  Com m unist 
League.

We need $2,000.00, over and above 
bundle payments, etc. to  insure  o u r existence, 
s ix  onths.

o u r regu la r income o f subscrip tions, 
as a W eekly p ub lica tion  fo r  the next

SEND YOUR CO NTR IBU TIO N  A T  ONCE TO T H E  
New Yorfe N. Y. M IL IT A N T , 26 T h ird  Ave,

o f o rgan iz ing  i t  r ig h tT ’ The Com munists’ 
answer is d irec tly  in  the a ffirm ative.

The basic tendencies of w o rld  econ­
omy are fo r  in te rn a tio n a l un ifica tion. The 
economic cris is , the im peria list, wars, the 
revo lu tio n a ry  strugg les are fundam en ta lly  
expressions of the fac t that) the p roductive  
forces cannot be contained w ith in  the 
fro n tie rs  o f the na tiona l state nor the fen­
ters of p riva te  p roperty . B asica lly  E u r­
opean economy cries out fo r the a b o litio n  
o f ta r if f  barrie rs , the whole w orld  fo r the 
in te rn a tio n a l d iv is ion of labor, and the free 
movement o f goods. But the reso lu tion^  
o f the W o rld  Econom ic Conference, the 
Bankers M anifesto o f a few years ago, the 
in te rn a tio n a l Chamber o f Commerce, the  
various proposals fo r  a customs union can. 
have bu t little , effect. So fa r  from  the cap­
ita lis ts  being prepared to u n ify  w orld  ec­
onomy, and u tilize  its  techn ica l resources 
fo r in te rn a tio n a l cooperation, the H aw ­
ley-Sm oot ta r if f  demonstrates yet, again, 
that, im p e ria lis t monopolies based on the 
exp lo ita tion  o f labor and m otivated by I4ie 
rea liza tion  o f cap ita l, can on ly  increase the 
antagonism s, the m isery  o f the w orkers , 
and b ring  g reater m ilita ry  con flic ts .

O nly tihe revo lu tiona ry  action o f the 
p ro le ta r ia t fo r  the socia liza tion  o f p roduc­
tio n  can cu t the Gordian kno t and free the 
forces o f p roduction fo r  a unified w o rld  
economy and socia lis t freedom o f trade.

The European bourgeoisie is helpless 
to stem the tide o f the Am erican im p e ria l­
is t  advance; i t  can on ly  prepare fo r w ar. 
Despite the ta lk  o f rep risa ls  the A m erican  
ta r if f  w i l l  on ly  p rov is ion a lly  here and (here 
b r in g  common action among the European 
states. In  the end the strugg le  fo r m ar­
kets w i l l  in te n s ify  th e ir  m u tua l h o s tilit ie s .

The action o f Am erican im peria lism  w il l  
accelerate the development o f the p ro le t­
a rian  revo lu tion .
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Aftermath of Needle Trades Convention
1. Questions of a Left W ing  Program

The convention of the Needle Trades 
■Workers Industrial Union met at a crit­
ical period in the Left wing labor move­
ment. Gieat and complicated questions of 
tihe struggle for a class union, directly af­
fecting the welfare of the sweated and 
oppressed workers in the industry and 
bearing on the course of Left wing union­
ism in general, pressed insistently upon 
this convention for an answer. They press­
ed in vain. A false answer was given 
there to the basic questions of external 
policy as well as to those relating to the 
interval life of the union,

Errors which have accumulated into 
a system and brougb* about a crisis in the 
organization, weakening it in the face of 
its great tasks and responsibilities and 
supplying a corresponding strength to its 
enemies, were formally ratified and laid 
down as a guiding line for the future. The 
Stalin faction of tho Communist Party, 
which held the convention in the steel vise 
of mechanical control, gave another dem­
onstration there of its bankruptcy on the 
trail j  union question. Repercussions from 
the convention decisions will be sure and 
swift; they w ill fall upon the union, and 
consequently upon the workers whose fate 
Is bound up with it, like heavy blows over 
the head.

Party Factionalism Dominates
The convention was a field day for 

Party factionalism. I t  was consecrated 
primarily to a pogrom against the adher­
ents of Lovestone—a disgusting exhibition 
of mob spirit, full of menace for the fu­
ture of a union. Howls and boos and the 
caucus steam-roller—these were the an­
swers to all criticisms and- proposals, re­
gardless of their merit, which did not em­
anate from the Party steering committee. 
Not even blows were spared in the ‘'ideo­
logical'’ struggle. The Lovestoneites, who 
were the first to employ these methods in 
the Communist and Left wing movement, 
got a double dose of their own medicine at 
the Needle Trades Workers conventions. 
But it  was not they who will be the losers 
by it. The Stalinists, who imagined that 
their mob and hooligan tactics were con­
tributing to the straggle against Lovestone- 
ism, were only demonstrating how well 
they have acquired some of its most abom­
inable features. The Left wing movement 
and the Communist Party will pay a heavy 
price for every “victory” gained by these 
means.

Pactional exclusion from the leading 
bodies of the union did not stop at the 
Lovestoneites, the “excluders” of yesterday. 
Members of the Party who have ventured 
to exercise a mild “self-critlctsm” against 
the ruling bureaucrats were also eliminated 
from all positions Everything was cut 
and dried in advance to the last detail. 
The “ democracy" was simply window- 
Iressing for the gullible. Johnstone, the 
Party representative, bossed the convention 
«ike an arrognat drill sargeant, the verit­
able symbol of triumphant ignorance! The 
leadership of the union, which had al­
ready been, whittled down to Party mem­
bers, was still further narrowed to mem­
bers of the Stalin faction of the Party. 
Thus the Stalinists strengthen their po­
sition in the apparatus by weakening the 
base of the union among the masses. On 
the side of internal policy the union is 
worse off than before.

False Attitude on Left Wing
In the most important and decisive 

questions of external policy the convention 
also gave the wrong answers. By declar­
ing formally against the organization of a 
Left wing in the reactionary unions in the 
industry the convention chopped away the 
bridge to the workers in these unions, and 
they are the overwhelming majority of tho 
organized workers in the industry. This 
decision, and the theory which motivates 
it—that the right wing unions are “com­
pany unions”—are both wrong and are 
hour | io bring catastrophic results.

T h e re  may be some who go so far as 
to th in k  th a t this decision has sealed the 
doom of the new union of the Left wing. 
But in our judgement such an opinion is 
n o t w e ll founded. The danger that the 
Needle Trade s  Workers Industrial Union 
will degenerate into an impotent sect no 
doubt exists, and this danger has been in- 
err/i.-d  by Hie unwise decisions of the con- 
v r  1 (hero is yet time to correct the 
e • c the course. It is to this

By James P. Cannon
task that the militants of the Left Opposi­
tion, who are assembling in the union, must 
devote themselves. The first prerequisite 
for success iu this struggle for the salva­
tion of the union is clarity in their own 
ranks on the question of a program for the 
union. This is the decisive question. The 
present relation of forces means little; it 
will be shattered by the impact of events, 
and soon enough. The correct program is 
the basis on which the Opposition Com­
munists, triumphant) forces of tomorrow, 
will secure their victory—and the victory 
of the Left wing workers.

The Relation of Forces 
Our policy must proceed from an an­

alysis of the actual situation and the pre­
sent) relation of forces in the industry. 
Facts and not wishes are important here. 
Tho situation is approximately as follows: 

In the industry as a whole there are 
over 500,000 workers.

The Right wing unions have between 
150,000 and 200,000 members.

The T êft wing union has at most 6.000 
members—less iu good standing.

Consider those figures for a moment. 
The Right wing unions contain about 40% 
of the workers in the entire industry; the 
Left wing union has about 1%. A further 
concrctizatiou shows that the membership 
of the Left wing union has the bulk of its 
organized strength in the dross making 
shops. Its hold on the cloak makers and

The International Committee of the 
Federation of Friends of the Soviet Union 
has launched an appeal to the workers’ and 
labor organizations of Germany, England, 
Ireland, France, Belgium, Holland, Switzer­
land, Luxemburg, Austria, Czecho-Slovak- 
ia, Norway, Denmark, Sweden and Canada 
concerning the invitations of the Central 
Council of the Trade Unions of the Soviet 
Union to send Worker« Delegations in 
June and July.

In the course of its struggle with the 
official leadership of the Comintern and its 
centre, the Stalin faction, the International 
Left Opposition with the Russian Opposi­
tion at) its head has despite all slander and 
distortion of its position continually man­
ifested its solidarity with the Communist 
workers and their Party, its unreserved 
devotion to the Russian workers’ state. In  
its struggle with the self-satisfied official­
dom, the I.eft Opposition has never for a 
moment forgotten the magnitude of the rev­
olutionary achievements, despite the in­
numerable mistakes of the leadership. On 
the contrary, to extend this gigantic labor 
and to fortify it was the sum and substance of 
the activity of the Opposition. Hence we 
warmly welcome the appeal of the Friends 
of the Soviet Union. The workers delega­
tions to the Soviet Union have always oc­
cupied a foremost place in the defence of 
the Soviet Union against the wild cam­
paigns of the capitalist) press and partic­
ularly in the exposure of the contemptible 
slanders of the social democratic leader­
ship. The workers' delegations issuing out 
of the oppressive atmosphere of the cita­
dels of Imperialism breathe in a new at­
mosphere of proletarian freedom and learn 
to know with their own eyes the gigantic 
achievements of their class.

The call for the election of delegates 
comes at a time which is characterized by a 
retrogression of the Communist movement 
in sharpest contradiction to the favorable 
objective situation. The ebb of the masses 
from Communism has unfortunately also 
weakened their active interest) in the Soviet 
Union. All the more energetically is it 
necessary that the masses participate in 
the campaign for the election and dispatch 
of workers’ delegations.. .But the huge 
pressure exercised by the Party apparatus 
atus now as before hamstrings the initia­
tive and mobility of the working class el­
ement. Nothing could more effectively 
undermine the value and purpose of the 
delegations than the artificial undemocratic 
methods in their composition, bureaucratic 
tricks and machinations. The Opposition 
must fight shoulder to shoulder with the rev­
olutionary workers that) the delegations be 
the result of an active and interested move­
ment of the workers

furriers is very weak organizationally at 
the present time. In the men's clothing 
field, the field dominated by the Amal­
gamated, the strongest union in the indus­
try, it has nothing. In the millinery sec­
tion it has little. These figures are very im­
portant as a point of departure, but they 
do not tell the whole story. There are 
other important factors more favorable to 
the Left union.

The figures cited above are not a true 
representation of the actual strength of tihe 
rival organizations. The membership of 
the Right wing unions, and particularly of 
the International Ladies Garment Workers, 
is based on shop control, agreements with 
the bosses and job compulsion. Thanks to 
the partnership of the union officials with 
the bosses, a partnership sealed by the 
capitalist state powed, the workers are 
compelled to belong to the Right wing 
union in order to get work in the shops 
affected. Terrorism, hunger and the de­
moralization of the Lett wing forces were 
the whips with which the workers were 
driven into the Right wing ranks.

Vitality of Lefts
Sympathy for the Left wing is very 

strong among large sections of these reg­
istered workers. A ll informed workers in 
the trade testify to this. “My heart is 
wiMi you but l must make a living.” is a 
common answer of the registered workers 
to the appeals of the Left wing. There is 
no doubt that the Left wing influence has 
declined in the past two years bub it re-

But this doesn't exhaust the obligations 
of the Opposition. The delegations this year 
assume in connection with the prevailing 
situation a particular significance and can 
fulfil a particular mission. Can they not be 
of great service to the working class by 
bringing light on the general political sig­
nificance of the struggle of the Russian LefU 
Opposition, the import and meaning of which 
is systematically distorted by the official 
leadership? Can they throw some light, on 
the "organizational" side of this struggle—  
and particularly the most recent phase of 
the campaign of repression against the Rus­
sian Opposition?

Since the shooting of the revolutionary 
Party member, Blumkin, a considerable 
space of time has passed. But up to the 
very present not a word by way of self- 
justificution has passed the lips of those 
who were responsible for the murder. There 
is nothing strange in this. There would not 
have been found a single revolutionary 
worker in the world who would have ap­
proved the enormity of assassinating an Op- 
sition Communist for his views The assas­
sins maintain silence. We must press for 
an explanation.

The shot which on Stalin’s order killed 
Blumkin was the prelude to a hitherto un­
paralleled campaign of persecution of Oppo­
sitionists for their views in prisons, in sol­
itary confinement, in the wastes of Siberia.

In these circumstances it behooves the 
workers elected by their class to investi­
gate the life of our proletarian fatherland, 
to demand on the ground an explanation 
and an accounting fpr the suppression of 
the Opposition Communists. This demand 
was not refused the socialist leaders of 
Western Europe, the betrayers of the pro­
letariat, when they asked to examine the 
conditions of the imprisoned Mensheviks 
and social revolutionaries at the time of 
the heaviest struggles of the Russian Work­
ers State. So much the less can the re­
quest for an inquiry be legitimately re­
fused to revolutionary workers who proved 
to be the staunchest fighters for the Oc­
tober Revolution.

The Left Opposition, robbed by tti# 
bureaucratic regime of the possibility to 
make its demands within the framework 
of the Party, will have representatives 
through these delegations The delegates 
will be charged with energetically ascer­
taining the facts regarding the fate of 
Blumkin and the other comrades who have 
been shot, of investigating the situation of 
the imprisoned and exiled Communists. I t  
is the duty of all revolutionary workers to 
see to it that the delegates elected are 
those with the necessary courage and vigor 
to take a stand for the persecuted Com 
niunist revolutionaries. IA \  FUAN’UEL

mains a powerful force in the masses. And 
the leadership of the Communist Party in 
the I  toft wing movement is indisputable. 
There is no other important power.

These facts are a remarkable testimony 
to the vitality of the Left wdng movement 
amoug the needle trades workers and to 
their deep-soated hatred for the Socialist 
betrayers. Not ail the compulsion and ter­
rorism of the bosses, the reactionary labor 
leaders and ()he police, and— what is equally 
noteworthy—not all the blunders of the 
Party and Left union leadership, have been 
able to change fundamentally the senti­
ments of the workers. The real strength 
of the Left wing union is much stronger in 
the sympathy of the masses than its or­
ganisation, as that of tCte 1 i'jht wing 
unions is weaker.

The five or six thousand members of 
the Left wing union are, for the most part, 
the battle-tried militant«, the dynamic force 
in the industry. They constitute, and will 
constitute, the core of the future fighting 
movement which will smash the present 
alignment. A Communist policy for the 
next stages of the struggle must be based on 
them, as in the past. There is the reserve 
power which is not shown by the mem­
bership figures of the rival unions.

The Needle Trades Workers Indus­
trial Union is not an artificial creation. 
I t  was formed as the result c? an unavoid­
able split forced by the traitorous leaders 
of the LL.G.W.II. and the Furriers’ Union, 
I t  had masses of workers behind it. The 
Left union has a real base in sections of 
tho Industry and, as such, has every claim 
to support. The first point in Communist 
policy must be: to organize the unorgan­
ized and build the new union.

But this is only part of the proper pro­
gram, not the whole of it as the convention 
proclaimed. In next week’s article we w ill 
undertake to explain the necessity of or­
ganizing a broad Left wing in the reac­
tionary unions of the industry, the methods 

and slogans with which this task can be 
accomplished, and tihe falsity of the theory 
ef “Company Unionism” which has been 
invented to justify a suicidal policy,

*  *  *

The Militant invites Left wing Hcedte 
trades workers to write for its columns 
on the situation in the union and to 
give their vie t  on the problems of 
their movement. Articles written in 
any language will be translated into 
English and printed. The Daily Worker 
is the closed organ of th^ cynical bur­
eaucrats—the Militant aims to become 
the voice of tho militant rank and file.

Trade Union Policy
A correct policy on the trade union 

question and its consistent execution by 
a sound Communist leadership are decisive 
for the expansion of the Party as the 
leaders of the struggling masses. More­
over, the tactics of tho Left) wing, led by 
the Party, a dynamic force of gigantic im­
portance, will be one of the most vital 
determining factors in the future course and 
development) of the trade union movement.

The narrowng base of the A. F. of L. 
and the increasingly reactionary conduct 
and policy of its leadership raise before 
the Party and the Left wing the problem of 
organizing the unorganized workers in the 
basic industries, primarily the unskilled 
and half-skilled, who are becoming radi­
calized and ready for. struggle. Itl is the 
task of the Party and Left wing to lead 
in the work of organizing these masses 
into new industrial unions. The center of 
gravity in our trade union work belongs to 
this sphere. This has been indicaOed by 
the whole situation for some time and the 
long delay of the Party in shaping its 
course in this direction due to the resist­
ance of the leadership, has already had 
exttremely harmful consequences.

— FROM THE PLATFORM OF 
TH E  COMMUNIST OPPOSITION 
ADOPTED ( CHICAGO) MAY 
20, 1929.

"M Y  L IFE"
All readers oi the Militant and their 

friends, who desire to get their copy of 
of Itoon Troteky, “My Life’’, should make It  
a point to order the book directly through 
the Militant. Shipment will be made the 
day the order Is received, and the cost of 
the book, five dollars, ($5.00), covers the 
postoge charge. Send your order, together 
with money order or cash to

V U E  M I L I T A N T  
25 Third Avenue, New York, N. Y.

Delegations to U.S.S.R. and the Opposition
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A  SQ UEAK IN  THE APPARATUS 
By L.  D.  T R O T S K YIn  the M arch 30th T ra x la  there is 

an a rtic le  by Yaroslavsky entitled. "F ro m  
L e ft to  R ig h t” . The a rtic le  is devoted to 
the "passage”  o f the L e ft O p p os ition .. .over 
in to  the camp o f social democracy. H ow  
people, who fo r  over tw o years have been 
ja ilo d  and exiled fo r  "coun te r-re vo lu tion a ry ”  
a c tiv ity , and even fo r "the  p repara tion  o f an 
arm ed strugg le  against the Soviet govern­
m en t”  (the o ffic ia l m o tiva tion  fo r  T ro tsky ’s 
e x ile )—how  these o ld  tim e  "co un te r­
revo lu tiona ries ”  can o n ly  now begin to  
“ pass”  in to  the camp o f social democracy re ­
m ains a puzzle. B u t w ha t is c lear is  th a t 
Yaroslavsky s t i l l  has to sweat a t the task 
o f la d in g  a “ sc ien tific ”  exp lanation  fo r  
A r t ic le  58 o f the C rim ina l Code on the basis 
o f w h ich the Opposition has been persecu­
ted. Th is  search o f an exp lanation takes on 
a p a rtic u la r ly  noisy character now, because 
there  is a squeak in  the apparatus, and i t  
m ust be drowned.

I t  is no accident th a t i t  is Yaroslavsky 
who was le i  loose aga inst the Opposition, 
even though there are more lite ra te  and 
w ise r people in  the Party. B u t a t present, 
the more lite ra te , the w iser, the more con­
scientious e ithe r do n o t w an t to  be Y a r­
os lavsky’s yes-men, bu t s t i l l  cannot, p a rtly  
dare no t speak th e ir  m ind  aloud, o r else 
are s im p ly  confused. The Yaroslavskys are 
n o t confused, fo r  there  is no th ing  in  them  to 
be -confused. T h is  is  w hy the defence o f the 
Sta lin ist) po licy  from  the Opposition is taken 
on by Yaroslavsky, and he gives, le t us 
note in  passing, a rem arkab le  example of 
the ro t the P a rty  is now fed on.

I f  in  a w ay o f exception we w il l  th is  
tim e  stop at  Y a ros lavky ’s a rtic le , i t  is be­
cause w ith  a l l  its  insign ificance i t  is symp­
tom atic , and shows very w e ll in  w ha t place, 
accord ing to  the German expression, Sta­
l in ’s boot pinches.

The Tempo of Industrialization
Several m onths ago we w rote  to  the 

comrades in  the U. S. S. R. th a t the signs 
in d ica tin g  the too g rea t speed o f in d u s tr ia l­
iza tion  are m u ltip ly in g . Q uoting our B u lle ­
t in , Yaroslavsky w rites  th a t th is  eva luation 
" Is  abso lu te ly in  no way d iffe re n t from  
what) the Mensheviks w r ite ” . Absolute ly 
In  no way!

Yaroslavsky does not surm ise th a t the 
question of co rrec t o r in co rre c t re a lis tic  or 
u h re a lis tic  tempos exists in  its e lf indepen­
den tly  o f what the Mensheviks say about i t  
and is decided in  connection w ith  m ateria l 
and o rgan izationa l factors, and no t news­
paper quotations, a ll the more when these 
are  fa lsified.

In  the period when we O ppositionists 
fought) fo r h ighe r tempos of in d u s tria liza tio n  
(1923-29), the bourgeois press o f the whole 
w o rld  together w ith  the social democratic, 
fo llow ed in  th e foot-steps o f S ta lin , repeat­
in g  the accusation th a t the O ppositionists 
were "ro m a n tic is ts ”  “ fana tics”  and “ super­
in d u s tr ia lis ts ” .

In  1923-25 we proved th a t even a fte r the 
exhaustion o f a ll the p re -revo lu tiona ry  
means o f production, Soviet indus try  w i l l  
be able to have a 20% yea rly  grow th . We 
supported th is  contention on economic con­
sidera tions w h ich  we w il l  not) cite  here (see 
"W h ith e r Russia— Towards C apita lism  or 
Tow ards Socialism ” , pp. 15-46, Russian ed­
it io n ) .  A  year a fte r th a t a five year p lan 
was worked ou t in  the womb of the Gosplan 
(State P lann ing  Com mission). A ccord ing  
to  th is  p lan  the development o f in d u s try  was 
t)o proceed a t the d im in ish ing  rate o f speed, 
fro m  9% to 4% a year. The Opposition con­
demned th is  p lan  m ercilessly. I t  was ac­
cused o f "dem agogy” . Ano ther year la te r 
the Polbureau approved a new five year pro ­
jec t w ith  a 9% ye a rly  g row th . The F ifteen th  
P a rty  Congress approved the correctness of 
th is  ra te  and condemned the Opposition fo r 
. .  ."non -be lie f”  and “ skeptic ism ” . T h is  did 
no t stop the O pposition from  irre co n c ila b ly  
condem ning the new five year p lan. A n ­
o ther year and a h a lf la te r the Gosplan fin ­
a lly  worked ou t a th ird  five year p lan  w ith  
a  ye a rly  increase o f 29%. Th is g row th  co­
incided— much c loser than  i t  cou ld  be ex­
pected— w ith  the hypo the tica l prognosis o f 
the Opposition in  1925, and fu l ly  refu ted a ll 
the preceding clam or about in d u s tr ia l ro ­
m antic ism  and demogogy. Such is the b rie f 
p re -h is to ry  o f the question.

The actual g row th  of. in d u s try  in  the 
f ir s t  year o f the five year p lan  (1928-29), ex­
ceeded the p lan, however, by fu l ly  10%. The 
leadership im m ed ia te ly  decided, basing i t ­
se lf on th is  success, to  complete the five 
— ojr p lan  in  fo u r years. A ga ins t th is  the

Opposition raised a voice c f w arn ing , th is  
tim e  from  the “ R ighti” . W hat were our 
considerations?

a) I t  is  im possible th a t there  are no 
d isp roportions in  the p ro jec t o f the five 
year p lan. W ith  the fu lf ilm e n t o f the 
p lan they w i l l  accumulate, and may m an i­
fes t themselves sha rp ly , i f  no t in  the f irs t  
year then in  the second o r th ird  year o f the 
p lan w h ich  w ould  re s u lt in  the a rres t of 
g row th . Before in d u s try  takes on add itiona l 
speed, we m ust, speaking in  m ilita ry  term s, 
ca re fu lly  examine a ll  abutm ents o r ju n c ­
tions, where a ll branches of in d u s try  in ­
te rla p  each other.

b) The noticeable deprecia tion o f the 
q u a lity  of the products, w h ich  is extrem e­
ly  low  as i t  is, is a great danger not on ly  
fo r  the consumer bub fo r in d u s try  as w e ll, 
because in d u s try  its e lf is the ch ie f consum­
er o f products. Low  q u a lity  m ust inev­
ita b ly  resu lt in  a d rastic  decline in  the 
q u a n tity  o f production.

c) The question o f the tempos of in ­
d u s tr ia l development m ust no t be separ­
ated from  the question o f the liv in g  stan­
dards o f the w o rk in g  masses, because the 
p ro le ta r ia t is  the m ain p roducing force, 
and on ly  the suffic ient rise  of the m a te ria l 
and c u ltu ra l standards o f the p ro le ta r ia t 
can guarantee the fu tu re  h igh tempos of 
in d u s tria liza tio n . We consider th is  ques­
tio n  o f supreme im portance.

These are the three ch ie f considera­
tio n s  w hich prom pted the O pposition to 
raise its  w a rn ing  cry  aga inst the reckless 
p u rsu it o f tempos w h ich  replaced the econ­
om ic lag o f the preceding period. I f  in  
1923-28 the P o lit ic a l Bureau o f bhe P arty , 
no t understand ing the trem endous possib­
ilit ie s  inhe ren t in  na tiona lized in d u s try  
and planned methods o f p roduction  were 
ready to make peace w ith  the idea of fo u r 
o r n ine per cent) o f g row th— then now, not 
understand ing the m a te ria l lim its  of in ­
d u s tria liza tio n  i t  makes a ligh t-m inded  
jum p  fro m  tw e n ty  to  th ir ty  per cent, ad­
ven tu rous ly  a ttem pting  to trans fo rm  each 
p a rtia l and. tem porary  achievement in to  an 
absolute ru le , and com pletely overlooking  
the interdependency o f d iffe ren t phases o f 
the in d u s tr ia l process.

When we ca ll fo r the abandonment of 
the fo rm a l pursuit) o f quan tity  and fo r  an 
actua l im provem ent o f q u a lity — docs th is  
mean th a t we ca ll fo r re trea t from  ac tu a lly  
achieved successes? W hen we demand the 
u tiliza tio n  o f a p a rt o f the accum ulation fo r 
the actual needs of the w orkers— does th is  
mean th a t we endanger the in d u s tr ia liz a ­
tion?  When we demand th a t before the 30 
per cent annual g row th  is tu rned in to  an 
iro n  law , we should examine the in te r ­
re la tio n  between the d iffe re n t branches of 
in d u s try  and na tiona l economy as a whole 
fro m  bhe po in t o f view o f the p ro d u c tiv ity  
o f labor, the p roduction  costs— does th is  
mean th a t we ca ll fo r  a re tre a t to  the Sta­
lin  position  o f yesterday?

I f  the question is re a lly  decided so 
s im p ly  then  why should we stop at. th ir ty  
per cent? F if ty  per cent is s t i l l  more. 
W hoever does no t w ish  to p u ll “ back”  m ust 
inscribe  on h is  banner a t least seventy-five 
per cent. Or perhaps th iry  percent is des­
tined  bo be the ru le?  Destined by whom? 
Destined how? The un fo rtuna te  leaders 
s im ply a rr ive d  a t th is  ru le  by run n in g  in to  
i t  b lin d ly  in  the f irs t  stages o f c a rry in g  out 
the tw enty per cenb p lan, w h ich  they them ­
selves fough t aga inst too th  and n a il fo r 
several years. Now i t  appears th a t on ly  
th ir ty  per cent is Len in ism . W hoever says 
to  the frigh tened  opportun is ts : do not lose 
you r heads, do no t push In d us try  in to  a 
severe c ris is— Is, don’t  you see, “ absolute­
ly  in  no w ay d iffe re n t fro m  the social dem- 
o c ra c y ’abso ln te ly, In  no w a y !

A re n ’t  these people jesters?

Collectivization
M atters fa re  s t i l l  worse i f  possible w ith  

the peasant po licy  . F o r a num ber o f years 
the Po l-Bureau b u ilt  its  a g ra ria n  po licy 
on the ido liza tion  o f the m ig h ty  m iddle pea­
sant and the in d iv id u a l peasant economy 
genera lly. The K u la k  they s im p ly  did not 
no tice  o r declared in s ig n ifica n t u n t il he 
concentrated in  h is hands fo r ty  per cent 
o f the m arketab le  bread and acquired the 
leadership over the m iddle  peasant in  ad­
d ition . H av ing  created h is ow n economic 
connections and channels the K u la k  re­
fused bread to the governm ent industry .

A fte r  th is  (to  be exact, a fte r F eb rua ry  15,
1928) the belated and frigh tened  leadership 
s truck  the K u la k  w ith  a h a il o f a dm in is tra ­
tive  repressions w hich im m ed ia te ly  clogged 
the c irc u la tio n  of peasant commodities, 
p ra c tic a lly  liqu ida ted  the NEP and chased 
the m iddle peasant up in to  a b lin d  alley.

W hen we say th a t th is  b lin d  a lley was 
the s ta rt in g  po in t o f the new chapte r in  the 
co lle c tiv iza tio n  we do no t d iscover o r in ­
ven t anyth ing  new. We s im ply repeat w ha t 
the o ffic ia l Soviet press has adm itted m any 
tim es. I f  Yaroslavsky w a ils  tha t “ not one 
reactionary has come to th in k  o f such an 
abominable exp lana tion ”  i t  m ere ly shows 
th a t being absorbed by the perusal o f Op­
p o s itio n is t correspondence, the poor man 
does not read the economic a rtic les  in  the 
Soviet press. Yaroslavsky is p a rt ic u la r ly  
ag ita ted when we say th a t the m iddle pea­
sants have been w avering  between co llec­
t iv iz a tio n  and c iv il w ar. He ca lls  th is  re ­
m ark  “ complete renegacy” . (The vocabu­
la ry  of th is  eavesdropper is  nob very rich .) 
B u t the whole Soviet press is fu l l  o f in ­
fo rm a tion  th a t the peasants, i. e., the m id ­
dle peasants rapaciously  exte rm ina te  and 
dispose o f th e ir  live  stock inventories. A ll 
the leaders ca ll th is  s itua tion  “ th rea ten ing ” . 
The newspapers exp la in  th is  m atte r, by 
the influence o f the I>ulak. They c e rta in ly  
do not mean “ ideo log ica l”  in fluence but 
economic ties between the K u la k  and the 
m iddle peasant, a ce rta in  interdependence 
o f the whole peasant economy, m arke t as 
w e ll as o f comm odities and finances. In  bhe 
wholesale se lling  o f ca ttle  as a mass phen­
omenon we have no th ing  else bu t a qu ie t 
sabotaging fo rm  o f c iv il war. On the o ther 
hand, the m ovement of the fa rm  Collec­
tives (K o lkhoz) has a mass characte r also. 
Is n ’t  i t  c lear th a t the double na ture  of 
the middle, peasant who combines w ith in  
h im se lf a to ile r  and a m erchant has reach­
ed in  the present stage the most con tra ­
d ic to ry  expression? The m iddle peasant 
wavers between co llec tiv iza tion  and c iv il 
w a r and to a certa in  degree combines one 
w ith  the other. Th is  is where the acute­
ness of the s itua tion  and its  danger lies. 
Ib w i l l  increase ten fo ld  i f  we do no t under­
stand ib in  time.

The Opposition Platform
In  the years when three quarte rs o f the 

Polbureau and 90 per cent of the govern­
m ent apparatus had th e ir  o rien ta tion  on 
the “ m ighty  peasant” — th a t is on the K u ­
la k —the O pposition demanded energetic 
measures fo r  a g ric u ltu ra ] co llec tiv iza tion . 
L e t us reca ll th a t in  the P la tfo rm  of the 
O pposition these demands found the fo l­
low ing  expression

"To  bhe g row ing  ‘fa rm e r’ tenden­
cies o f the v illage  we m ust oppose a 
faste r pace of co llec tiv iza tion . I t  is nec­
essary to  make  systematic, yea r-in - 
and-year-out a llowances to a id  the poor 
peasants organized in co llec tives.”

— (P la tfo rm  o f the Russian Opposi­
tion , page 24).

And fu rth e r :
“ We m ust invest greater means in  

the Sovkhoz and K o lkhoz (Soviet and 
co llective  fa rm s). We m ust afford the 
m axim um  priv ileges to new ly organized 
Kolkhozzes and o ther fo rm s o f co lle c tiv ­
ization. No person deprived o f e lectora l 
r ig h ts  can be a member o f a Kolkhoz. 
A ll bhe w o rk  o f cooperation m ust be 
penetrated w ith  the task o f tra n s fe rrin g  
sm all p roduction in to  large-scale co llec­
tiv ized  production. I t  is necessary to 
ca rry  th rough  a s tr ic t ly  class lin e  in  bhe 
supply o f m achinery p a rt ic u la r ly  
th rough a strugg le  w ith  frau d u le n t ma­
ch ine-ow ning groups.”

— (P la tfo rm  o f Russian Opposition, 
page 26.)

We d id  no t pre-determ ine the tempo of 
co lle c tiv iza tio n  because i t  was fo r  us ( i t  
s t i l l  rem ains so) a de riva tive  p roposition  
in  re la tio n  to the tempo o f in d u s tria liza ­
tio n  and a series o f o ther economic and 
c u ltu ra l factors.

The Pol-Bureau p lan tw o  years la ­
te r  outlined  the co llec tiv iza tion  o f one f if th  
o f the peasants d u rin g  the Five Year Flan. 
We suppose th is  figu re  d id  no t s im p ly  come 
to K ryzhanovsky in  a dream bu t was based 
on techn ica l and economic considerations. 
Was ib so o r not? Nevertheless d u rin g  the 
f irs t year and a half th ree -fifths  o f the pea­
san try  were collectiv ized. Even i f  we should

assume th a t th is  sw ing o f co lle c tiv iza tio n  
is  a complete tr iu m p h  o f socia lism  we m ust 
s im u ltaneous ly  state the  fa c t o f the com­
plete bankrup tcy  o f the leadership because 
planned economy pre-supposes th a t the  
leadership foresees to  a ce rta in  extent the 
basic economic processes.

Nevertheless there is not even a sug­
gestion o f tha t. B ucharin  the new, the re­
constructed, com ple te ly  co llec tiv ized  andi 
indus tria lize d  B ucharin  adm its in  the F ravda  
th a t bhe new stage o f co llec tiv iza tion  g rew  
out o f ad m in is tra tive  measures in  the  
strugg le  fo r  bread and th a t th is  stage was 
no t foreseen by the leadership " in  a l l  its  
concreteness” . Th is  is p u t no t too badly. 
The m istakes o f tempo they made in  the  
considerations o f p lann ing  am ount a ll in  
a l l  to  one thousand -¡percent. And in  w ha t 
sphere? Not in  the p roduction o f th im b les 
bu t In  the question o f the soc ia lis t tran s ­
fo rm a tion  o f the whole o f ag ricu ltu re . I t  
is  c lear th a t some of th is  “ concreteness’* 
S ta lin  and Yaroslavsky re a lly  d id  no t fo re ­
see. B ucharin  is r ig h t  here.

As is w e ll know n we never suspected 
the present leadership o f an over-abun­
dance o f penetra ting a b ility . B u t i t  cou ld  
never make th is  k in d  of m istake i f  co llec­
tiv iza tio n  would in  re a lity  have g row n ou t 
o f ou r conquering the convic tion  o f the 
peasants by experience o f the advantages 
o f la rge scale co llec tive  economy over in ­
d iv idua l.

Collectivization and Adventurism
Of course we do r io t fo r a m om ent 

doubt the deeply progressive and crea tive  
significance o f co llec tiv iza tion . We are  
ready cond itio na lly  to  assume th a t in  its  
scope i t  approx im ate ly  corresponds to the  
sweep o f the F ive Year P lan. B u t where 
d id  the one thousand per cent add itiona l 
success g row  ou t of? T ha t m ust be ex­
p la ined ! L e t us assume tha t the w o rk  o f 
the Kolkhozes d u rin g  the preceding tw e lve  
years was so successful that) i t  could con­
vince the whole peasantry, no t o n ly  o f the 
advantages bu t of the fe a s ib ility  o f gener­
a l co llec tiv iza tion . i t  is c lea r th a t th is  
k in d  o f conv ic tion  cou ld  on ly  be developed 
by means o f Kolkhozes based on tra c to rs  
and o ther m achinery. I t  may he assumed 
th a t the overw beln tn g  m a jo r ity  o f tue 
m iddle peasants a c tu a lly  recognizes today  
the advantages o f w o rk in g  the land by the  
trac to r. B ut from  th is, complete “ tra c lo r -  
iza tio n ”  does not ye t fo llo w  because we 
need not only the conv ic tion  of its  advan­
tages but the tra c to r  itse lf. D id the au­
th o rit ie s  w a rn  the peasants o f the actua l 
s itua tion  in  the sphere o f technica l m ater­
ia l possib ilities genera lly? No! Instead, 
o f res tra in ing  a pan icky co llec tiv iza tion , 
they extended i t  by th e ir  mad pressure. 
I t  is brue th a t now in order to  defend the 
m istake o f the one thousand per cent tem ­
po a new theory has been created m aking  
the question of technical resources one o f 
tenth  rate im portance and c la im in g  that, 
soc ia lis t a g ricu ltu re  ("th e  m anu fa c tu rin g  
k in d ")  can be created by catechism  i r ­
respective o f the means o f production. Wo 
are however, determ ined to  re jec t th is  mys­
tic a l theory w e  do not believe in  such a 
conception o f socialism . M oreover we de­
c la re  a m erciless w ar aga inst th is  m ytho l­
ogy because the unavoidable d isappoint­
m ent o f the peasants threatens to  create 
severe reaction aga inst socialism  in  gen­
era l and th is  reaction may also embrace 
considerable c irc les  o f w orkers.

S ta lin  s tarted h is las t re tre a t— the in ­
e v ita b ility  o f w hich he foresaw  on the 
eve o f i t  ju s t as l i t t le  as he foresaw com­
plete co llec tiv iza tion  h a lf a year e a rlie r 
when he was busy w ith  h is t r iv ia l “ theor­
iz in g ”  about the untim eliness o f a socia l­
is t  regime fo r  the peasanb p o u ltry . The  
la tes t dispatches announce th a t S ta lin  has 
succeeded in  m arch ing  a considerable dis­
tance— not fo rw a rd  (oh, w ise Y a ros la vsky !) 
bu t backward. F rom  s ix ty  percent co llec­
t iv iz a tio n  to  fo r ty  per cent. We do n o t 
in  the least doubt th a t he w i l l  s t i l l  have to  
re trea t a considerable per centage more—  
always a t the ta ll end o f the  actual pro ­
cess. Foreseeing th is  several m onths ago—  
th a t is In  the ve ry  heat o f the co llec tiv iza ­
t io n  push— we warned against the conse­
quences o f bureaucratic  adventurism . I f  
the  P a rty  had read ou r w arn ings as they 
t r u ly  were and no t in  the belated d is to r­
tions o f Yaroslavsky m any m istakes would 
have been, i f  no t avoided, a t least g rea tly  
modified.

( Continued on Page 6 )
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In Germany

Comintern Loses Fresh O pportunity
The W edding convention o f the Com­

m un is t P a rty  o f Germ any basing its e lf  on 
th e  so-called “ th ird  pe riod”  invented by the 
S ix th  W o rld  Congress procla im ed the p re ­
sence o f “ an acute revo lu tio n a ry  s itu a tio n ”  
In  the coun try . The perm anent phrase­
m onger, Tbaelm ann, strove to  dem onstrate 
th is  incessantly in  h is  rh e to r ic a l reports. 
The o ffic ia l P a rty  press d a ily  devoted to  
th is  d iscovery long  w inded a rtic les . The 
ta lk  was o f “ mass strugg les” , o f “ d irec t 
assaults”  th a t w ou ld  smash the ca p ita lis t 
state. Because we of the L e ft Opposition 
characterized th is  appra isa l o f the s itua ­
t io n  as unM arx ian  and m echanical we were 
designated as pessim ists who had “ lo s t 
th e ir  be lie f in  the revo lu tio n ” . The p r in ­
c ip a l slbgan o f the P a rty  fo r  th is  ‘period 
invented by the P a rty  o ffic ia ldom  was : 
“ P ro le ta rians f ig h t fo r  a Soviet Germany . 
On the basis o f such an estim ation  i t  was 
no longer necessary to approach the w o rk ­
in g  masses exp lo ited by the bourgeoisie 
w ith  the help o f the socia l democracy, on 
the every day questions.

“The Acute Bevolutlonary Crisis”
I t  was clear to  every M a rx is t th a t th is  

noise o f the “ acute revo lu tio n a ry  s itu a tio n ”  
was a c r im in a l piece o f rh e to r ic  th a t had 
n o th ing  in  common w ith  the M a rx is t re a l­
i ty .  The C om intern  leadership w h ich  since 
1924 has b rough t trem endous defeats to  the 
Com m unist P arties  and the p ro le ta r ia t 
th ro u g h  its  fa lse po lic ies (1923 in  Ger­
m any: 1925-27 in  C hina; 1926 in  Eng land  
Russia, B u lga ria , Esthon ia , Po land) and 
w h ich  since 1928 has ca rried  ou t an u ltra -  
L e ft  zig-zag, w ou ld  no t take  the rea l s it­
ua tion  in to  consideration.

L e t us re tu rn  to  the rea litie s  o f the 
Germ an s itua tion . W ha t do the figures 
say regard ing  the s trugg les and tem per o f 
the  w o rk in g  class?

Facts and Figures
In  1928 the num ber o f s tr ik e  days in  

Germ any was 10.4 m illio n s  and in  1929 th is  
num ber s inks to  4.4 m illio n s : in  1928, 780,- 
<f00 w orkers went on s tr ik e  whereas in  
1929, 233,000 went) on s tr ike . W hoever w i l l  
n o t take these figures in to  account cannot 
understand th a t s trikes are a barom eter 
o f the m ilita n cy  o f the w o rk in g  class. These 
figu res  mean th a t the m ilita n c y  o f the 
w o rke rs  had declined.

The resu lts  on the P rov in c ia l (Land tag) 
elections and the m un ic ipa l (com m unal) 
elections both show everywhere a m arked 
decline in  the votes o f the Commrinist) 
P a rty  of Germany. On the o ther hand the 
socia l democracy has e ither held its  own or 
even made gains. The N ationa l Socia lists 
(F asc is ti) have registered ve ry  consider­
able successes. In  Red T h u rin g ia  the Com­
m u n is t frac tio n  in  the P ro v in c ia l Leg is la ­
tu re  is composed o f s ix  comrades as aga inst 
the seven representatives o f the Faseisti.

The P arty  its e lf has no t on ly  n o t in ­
creased its  m em bership bu t has lo s t mem­
bers. The P a rty  m em bership can a t most 
be estimated a t 70,000.

Party Influence Sinks
In  a ll p ro le ta ria n  organ iza tions and 

p a rtic u la r ly  in  the trade unions the in flu ­
ence o f the P a rty  has a lm ost com ple te ly  
disappeared. The “ trem endous”  successes 
o f the P a rty  in  the fac to ry  com m ittee elec­
tions  w ith  the help o f the “ red  shop com­
m ittee  slates”  were in  the f ir s t  instance 

' o n ly  the re s u lt o f the d issa tis fac tion  o f the 
w orkers , a p ro test aga inst ca p ita lis t re ­
pression and its  henchmen the re fo rm is ts . 
They did no t a t a l l  represent any readiness 
im m ed ia te ly  to  smash the c a p ita lis t state. 
The  best p roo f o f the ju s tice  o f th is  esti­
m ate are the resu lts  in  the Leuna W orks, 
in  the Opel Autom ob ile  W orks and the 
H am burg  Docks w h ich  record a huge de­
c lin e  in  the votes o f the  Com m unist slate.

Percentage of Total Votes in
Lenna Works Berlin V.A.G,

1929 1990 1929. 1930
Red L is t 51.3 34,7 52.4 28.
“ Free Trade

Unions”  32.7 37 29 28
C hris tian  Union 3.2 5.3 7.3 8.6
P a tr io tic  Unions 9.6 16
N ationa lis ts 9 7.2
Fascist «

The w orkers  who gave th e ir  votes to 
the Com m unist P a rty  in  the preceding year 
turned th e ir  backs on the polic ies o f the 
P a rty  because they showed no w ay out) 
against the c a p ita lis t offensive.

And w ha t are the facts concern ing the 
most recent p roo f o f the “ acute revo lu tion -

a ry  s itu a tio n ”  in  Germ any— i. e., the demon, 
strattonai The ca lender-like  campaigns o f the 
P a rty  have been successively weaker. W ith  
th ree  and a h a lf  m ill io n  unemployed the 
P a rty  succeeded in  b rin g in g  ou t to  the 
streets fro m  5 to 7 pe r cent on ly . The 
la s t dem onstrations o f F eb ru a ry  and M arch 
ended in  a g rea t fiasco.

Nevertheless the s itu a tio n  in  Germ any 
has been favorab le  fo r  the separation o f 
g rea t sections o f the w o rk in g  class fro m  
the socia l dem ocratic p a rty  and the c ry s ta l­
liz a tio n  o f a C om m unist mass p a rty  in  
Germany.

Social Democracy Betrays
The social democracy has entered in to  

a new coa lition  w ith  the finance ca p ita lis t 
bourgeoisie. In  con tra s t to  its  fo rm e r coal­
it io n  po licy, the s itu a tio n  o f the S.D.P. was 
incom parab ly  m ore d ifficu lt. W hy ? in  fo r ­
m er years o f i t ts  coa lition , the socia l dem­
ocracy cou ld  s t i l l  p resen t Ike  w orkers  
w ith  some m in im um  reform s. The bour­
geoisie cou ld  no t so q u ic k ly  fo rg e t the rev­
o lu tion . They s t i l l  fe lt  the tem per o f the 
October atmosphere o f 1923. The bour­
geoisie was, m oreover, n«ti s trong  enough 
econom ica lly no r p o lit ic a lly  to  force across 
its  w i l l  aga inst the resistance o f the w o rk ­
ers. The economic arid p o lit ic a l organs o f 
bourgeois a u th o rity  had no t ye t been ex­
tensive ly  enough developed. Thè bour­
geoisie had s t i l l  to  make concessions to  
the w orkers.

B u t the coa lition  po licy o f H ilfe rd in g -  
M ue lle r in  1928 was that of the direct be- 
trayal of the every day interests of the 
working class. The socia l democrats w o rk ­
ed no t on ly  fo r  the extension o f the power 
o f the ca p ita lis t state (cru isers, police, De­
fence o f the R epublic A c t) not) o n ly  sup­
ported the fu r th e r  offensive o f the banks 
and tru s ts  (concentration, ra tio n a liza tio n , 
etc.) bu t betrayed eve ry th ing  the w orkers  
had conquered from  the cap ita lis ts  in  the 
period o f the revolutionary wave. Through 
th e ir  M in is te r o f Labor W isse ll, the  social 
democrats agreed to the wage reduction. 
They voted fo r  the reduction  o f the unem­
ployed benefits. They began the reduction  
o f the S ick Benefit pensions. W ith  th e ir  
support o f the Concordat) agreement, the 
social democrats helped to  re-estab lish  the 
c le r ica l reaction. They helped to  impose 
fu r th e r  in d ire c t taxes on the masses. And 
a ll th is  in  the period o f the greatest, un­
em ploym ent in  Germany. The social dem-

The In te rn a tio n a l L e ft Com m unist Op­
position  has extended its  s trugg le  to  one 
m ore sector. Th is  is in  connection w ith  the 
revo lu tio n a ry  movem ent in  Indo-C hina 
ag ins t the sanguinary acts o f repression 
o f F rench Im pe ria lism .

The o ffic ia l Com m unist P a rty  in  France 
is non-exis ten t so fa r  as Indo-C h ina  is 
concerned w here the p ro le ta r ia t is being 
fe roc ious ly  exp lo ited and w here im p e ria l­
ism  m ain ta ins  its  police d ic ta to rsh ip  over 
the na tive  p ro le ta ria n  popula tion  by fire  
and sword, to rtu re  and death. T h is  a tro ­
cious m isery  has a lready evoked move* 
ments o f spontaneous re v o lt th a t the young 
na tive  bourgeoisie m ore o r less indepen­
dent o f F rench  cap ita l, has sought to  d i­
rec t to  its  own ends. In  consequence o f 
the revo lt«  o f Yen Bay, o f V inh , etc., 39 
Indo-Chinese revo lu tiona ries  have been sen­
tenced to death and fo u r  o f these have a l­
ready been executed. The C rim in a l Com­
m ission o f Phu Tho is about to  condemn ten 
o ther revo lu tiona ries  to  death, one do life  
long im prisonm ent, tw e n ty -s ix  to  ha rd  la ­
bor fo r  the res t o f th e ir  livees, th ir ty -e ig h t 
do deporta tion, etc.

The Indo-Chinese w orkers  in  France 
and the F rench p ro le ta ria n s  have under the 
leadership o f the  Com m unist League o f 
France (O pposition) embarked on an en­
erge tic  p ro test action  to  prevend these sen­
tences from  being ca rried  ou t any fu r th e r  
and th is  cam paign m ust s tr ik e  an echo in  
the hearts o f the w orkers  o f a ll coundries.

In  f ro n t  o f the E ly  see in  P aris  a 
s trong  dem onstration  took place on the 
c a ll o f the Com m unist League fo llo w in g  
w h ich  several comrades were im prisoned. 
Despite a ll the a tte n tio n  th is  dem onstration 
sdirred . up 1 in  the bourgeois press, despite

ocracy has nod on ly  no t g iven the w orkers  
any new re fo rm s b u t is ac tive ly  a id ing  the 
bourgeiosie to  deprive the w orkers  o f those 
concessons they had a lready secured by 
the road o f s trugg le .

Look in g  a t the s itua tion  fro m  th is  v iew ­
p o in t eve ry th ing  was favorable for an ad­
vance of Communism. Had the Com m unist 
P a rty  lin ked  its  slogans and p la tfo rm  w ith  
the every day needs and problem s o f the 
w orkers , i t  could have broken the tie  be­
tween the social dem ocratic w orkers  and 
th e ir  leaders and have assured the tr iu m p h  
o f  Communism.

B u t a l l  ou r Communisd P a rty  leaders 
could do was to  shower the socia l democ­
racy w ith  abuse.

The Fnlse Approach of the Stalinists
To th is  end the fo rm u la  o f "soc ia l fas­

c ism ”  was invented. The ag ita tion  against 
"so c ia l fascism ”  took on a h ys te rica l scope. 
N ot on ly  was the B e r lin  Police President 
Zoergiebel characterized as a "soc ia l fas­
c is t”  b u t every w o rke r in  the socia l democ­
racy  was likew ise  denounced as a “ social 
fa sc is t” . The slogans became “ Out w ith  
the socia l fascists from  the fac to ries ” . "O u t 
w ith  the social fasc is t ch ild ren  fro m  the 
schools.”

The tac tics  o f Rem melle and Thaelm ann 
gave the socia l dem ocratic leaders th e ir  
o p p o rtu n ity  to  cover up th e ir  be traya l o f 
the in te rests  o f the w orkers  and aided them 
to  pass over fro m  a defensive to  an offen­
sive position. The slogan o f “ social fas­
c ism ”  played in to  the  hands o f the social 
dem ocratic demagogues: "T o  the extent 
th a f the C om intern  identifies the dem ocrat­
ic  domestics o f cap ita lism  w ith  its  fasc is t 
bodyguard, i t  does the socia l democracy 
the ve ry  best s e rv ic e . . . In  those countries 
w here fascism  represents a power, I ta ly  
f ir s t ,  then  A u s tr ia  and Germany, the 
social democrats have no d iff ic u lty  p rov ing  
to the masses no t o n ly  the differences bu t 
even the h o s t ility  between themselves and 
fascism . To th is  extent the social demo­
cra ts are re lieved o f the necessity o f d is ­
p ro v in g  th a t they are the dem ocratic ser­
vants o f cap ita l. The w hole p o lit ic a l s trug ­
gle is  sh ifted to  an a r t if ic ia l plane w h ich  
is  excep tiona lly  favorab le  to  the sodial 
dem ocrats.”  (L . T ro tsky— Open L e tte r)

The very favorab le  s itu a tio n  could have 
been u tilize d  had a d iffe re n t po licy  been 
applied— not the "soc ia l fascism ”  slogan 
no r the B ra n d le ris t conception o f a united

the fu ry  o f the a ttack o f the governm ent 
aga inst the L e ft Opposition, the leadership 
o f the F rench  Com m unist P a rty  and the 
H um an ité  have M A IN T A IN E D  COM PLETE 
S ILE N C E because o u r Indo-Chinese com­
rades fough t under the flag o f the Com­
m u n is t League (O pposition). I t  was only 
a fte r  d irec t p ro tests and by way o f leaflets 
and pub lic  notices th a t the H um an ité  fin ­
a lly  made up its  m ind  to. defend ou r Indo- 
Chinese comrades.

B u t the opportun is t leadership o f the 
P a rty  and the Humanité even w h ile  de­
fend ing  ou r comrades, betrayed them. In  
the a rtic les  o f the Humanité they were rep­
resented as being the  adherents o f the o ffi­
c ia l po lic ies o f the Com m unist P a rty  and 
the S ta lin is t p o licy  in  the colonies fo r  "the  
r ig h t  o f se lf-de te rm ina tion  fo r  th e ir  com­
plete independence”  (Humanité, May 28th, 
1930). N o th ing  could be m ore false.

The Indo-Chinese comrades have con­
demned the S ta lin is t co lon ia l po licy ap­
p lied  by the C om in te rn  regim e th roughou t 
the w o rld  and p a rtic u la r ly  in  Asia. The 
Indo-Chinese comrades are an in te g ra l pa rt 
o f the In te rn a tio n a l Opposition.

Together w ith  the L e ft Opposition, the 
Irido-Chinese comrades are  n o t satisfied 
to fig h t fo r  "se lf-de te rm ina tion  up to com­
ple te  independence”  a fte r the fash ion o f 
Chiang K ai-Shek bu t c a ll fo r  the fo rm a tion  
o f an independent revo lu tio n a ry  p a rty  o f 
the w o rk in g  class to wage the strugg le  fo r  
the social revo lu tion  against) both F rench 
im p e ria lism  and na tive  bourgeois e xp lo it­
a tion  equally  and in  closest contact w ith  
the F rench w o rk in g  class. "P ro le ta ria n s  o f 
a l l  countries, u n ite ”  m ust become more than 
a mere slogan. I t  m ust be carried  in to  

life . — P. N A V IL L E

fro n t w h ich  is  a lw ays the ta il-end  o f the 
socia l democracy— bu t the L e n in is t hectics 
o f the un ited fro n t w ould  have unmasked 
the L e ft as w e ll as the R ig h t w ing  leaders 
o f the social democracy. Not "Red F acto ry  
slates”  a t any price, not the abandonm ent 
o f w o rk  in  the trade unions but tire less 
w o rk  in  a ll the mass organizations was the 
need.

I t  was evident to  us a l l  th a t the socia l 
democracy would be th row n out o f office as 
soon as the bourgeoisie could afford to dis­
pense w ith  its  services. B u t the ce n tris t 
leadership o f the Com munist P a rty  missed 
the rea l po in t o f the s itua tion. The resu lt 
has been the iso la tion  o f the Com m unist 
P a rty  inside the w o rk in g  class and the 
conso lidation o f the social democracy des­
pites its  betrayals. The S.P.D. even parades 
now  as an "O pposition ”  Party . The sub­
jec tive  fac to r in  h is to ry— the Com m unist 
P a rty  —has again fa iled.

— ROMAN W E LL

In Mexico

Diego Rivera Retires 
from Political Life
The leadership o f the o ffic ia l Com­

m un is t P a rty  in  Mexico have been m ak­
in g  incessant a ttacks on the expelled 
M exican Com m unist a rt is t, Diego R ivera, 
who fo r  a period o f tim e a fte r h is ex­
pu ls ion  was a member o f the L e ft Op­
pos ition  group. The position and w o rk  o f 
th is  ta len ted  a r t is t  is such th a t a g o o i 
regim e in  the In te rn a tio n a l drew h im  evef) 
« loser to  Communism— a bad regim e re ­
pulses him . As a " fe llo w  tra v e lle r”  htS 
services to  the Com m unist movement have 
been and can continue to be in  the fu ­
tu re  ve ry  considerable. So long as th«  
S ta lin  fac tion  regarded him  as a use fu l 
in te lle c tu a l lackey—a la  Eorbusse in  
France and M ichael Gold in  the U nited 
States— he was held in  h igh  esteem by 
them. W hen R ivera  began to revo lt aga inst 
the poisonous atmosphere created in  the 
C om intern  by the bureaucracy— he was dis­
covered to  be a “ coun te r-revo lu tiona ry ”

Ow ing to h is con flic t w ith  the au tho r- 
itiies R ive ra  lo s t h is pa in ting  assignment in  
the N ationa l Palace and was expelled togeth­
er w ith  a l l  his fo llow ers, teachers and stu­
dents fro m  the "N a tiona l Autonomous U n i­
v e rs ity ”  o f Mexico fo r  the rad ica l course o f 
studies he in troduced in to  the School o f 
F ine  A rts . In  his figh t against) the reaction­
aries the slogan o f R ive ra ’s group of stu­
dents was “ Aga inst the bourgeois un ive r­
s ity , fo r a U n ive rs ity  o f the W orkers and 
Peasants.”  The more hero ic sacrifices of 
the em battled Barbusses and Golds are unT 
know n to  us. We do know th is : tha t the 
flam ing  p ro le ta rian  lit te ra te u r and ed ito r of 
tb e A'qjv Masses, M ichael Gold, never re­
coiled in  h o rro r  from  the idea o f having the 
"p ro le ta r ia n ”  banker, O tto H. Kahn finance 
h is  productions.

In  his desire to take the w ind  out o f 
tihe sails o f S ta lin is t demagogy, R ivera  has 
sent ud the fo llo w in g  statement fo r  pub lica­
tion  :

" I  declare th a t ne ither the Com­
m un is t P a rty  no r the bourgeoisie can 
hold the Com m unist Opposition re­
sponsible fo r  m y  actions fo r  w h ich  
I  assume fu l l  respons ib ility , not having had 
since the deportation o f comrade Negrete 
any contact w ith  the Opposition. The spe­
cia l characte r o f m y professional w o rk__
th a t o f a m ura l pa in ter— obliges me to s u *  
ta in  ce rta in  economic contacts w ith  tho. .  
who pay fo r  th is  w o rk— w hich has a lw ays 
been used in  the in terests o f the revo lu tion  
— as m y pa in tings can prove. F o r th is  rea­
son however I  am con tin ua lly  u tilized  by the 
S ta lin is t p a rty  and by the bourgeoisie as an 
arm  aga inst m y own comrades, in  conse­
quence o f which, I  declare th a t I  cannotl 
am putate from  m y persona lity  th a t w h ich 
is my life  itse lf, tq ^ t is to  say, iny  a r t ;  and 
being u n w illin g  to h inder the ac tiv itie s  o f 
the Opposition by m y presence in  its  ranks, 
and considering i t  m y duty, I  re tire  defin ite ­
ly  from  a ll p o lit ic a l a c tiv ity .”

R ivera  fu rth e r declares th a t h is sym­
pathy continues as fo rm e rly  w ith  the Op­
position  program  as against the opportun­
ism and adventurism  o f the o ffic ia l leader­
ship.

I f  the number on you r w rapper is

49
then you r subscrip tion to  the M ilitant has 
expired. Renew im m edia te ly in  o rde r to  
avoid m issing any issues.

I n  F r a n c e

Opposition Defends Indo-Chinese Rebels
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Towards a Concrete Program of Action
Social Insurance

The problem  o f socia l insurance in  a 
program  o f Unemployed Demands is tre a t­
ed by the present P a rty  leaders as an 
ille g it im a te  ch ild . T h is  despite the 
spasmodic proddings o f the C om intern  and 
th«  R. I.L .U . upon the P a rty  on d iffe ren t 
occasions to evince a l i t t le  g reater a c tiv ­
i t y  and s in ce rity  in  th is  field.

The demands fo r  Unem ploym ent In ­
surance, Old Age Pensions, Sickness In ­
surance and the lik e  are treated 
by the B row der-Bedacht pon tiffs  as ev i­
dence o f secret “ soc ia l-fasc is t”  cravings. 
They apparen tly  envisage the demand fo r 
social insurance as p u re ly  pa rliam en ta ry  
m anoeuvering and not a by-p roduct o f the 
class strugg le  lik e  a l l  o ther re fo rm s and 
concessions “ g ran ted”  to  the w orkers  by 
c a p ita lis t leg is la tu res. Social insurance 
does not f i t  in  w ith  the ran tings  o f the 
•"bkird period.”

Social Insurance as a B y-P roduct of 
S truggle

B u t fo r  the revo lu tio n a ry  p a rty  to  su r- 
^er%’ er the represent; l io n  o f these de­
mands o f the soc ia lis t pa rty , the M uste 
group o r the o the r petty-bourgeo is re ­
fo rm ers  w ould be a g rea t b lunder. i f  
the P a rty  does th a t i t  does no t se rious ly  
have regard bo the poss ib ilities  o f a rev­
o lu tio n a ry  u tiliz a tio n  o f p a rliam e n ta ry  ac­
tion . In  fa c t the Com m unist P a rty  is 
being m isled by the adven tu ris t leader­
sh ip  at its  head in to  the fram e o f m ind 
and tactics o f the bourgeois “ boyco ttis ts ”  
in  the h is to ry  o f the R ussian socia l de­
mocracy. I t  w i l l  become so “ pu re ”  th a t 
i l l  w i l l  end in  s te r il ity .

The presence o f social insurance in  
G reat B r ita in  and Germ any on the sta tu te  
books fo r m any decades has no t prevented 
the development o f the class 'l.ru g g le , 
and can no t so long  as the basic coniira- 
d ic tio n s  o f cap ita lism  dom inate the so­
c ia l s truc tu re . The B r it is h  w orkers  have 
continued to organize g rea t s tr ikes  and 
tio move steadily  to  the Le ft. B ism arck '»  
le g is la tio n  to “ steal the thu nd e r" o f the 
soc ia lis ts  has no t prevented the r ise  of a 
Com m unist mass p a rty  and the develop­
m en t o f revo lu tio n a ry  crises th a t under 
re v o lu tio n a ry  leadersh ip  cou ld  have re ­
su lted  in  a German Soviet Power.
C a p ita lis t R espons ib ility  fo r  U nem ploym ent

W il l  anyone revo lu tio n a ry  se rious ly  a r ­
gue th a t the S a lvation A rm y, p riva te  soup 
k itchens, the n e t-w o rk  of socia l-service and 
cha ritab le  in s titu tio n s  m ainta ined by the 
business in te rests  are p re ferable  to  State 
Insurance in  the sense th a t they make toe 
w o rke rs  m ore class conscious o r  “ pauper­
is e ”  them less? The bourgeoisie in  Great 
B r ita in  is cons tan tly  seeking w ays ' and 
means fo r  cu ttin g  down the “ dole” . W. I. 
K in g , the w e ll know n A m erican  s ta tis tic ia n  
A ttacks the dole on the ground th a t i t  is 
the  rea l reason p reven ting  an in d u s tr ia l 
rev iva l. H e wants a free  m arke t in  the com­
m od ity  o f labo r power, governed by "supp ly  
and demand” . He blames the trade unions 
and the "do le ”  fo r  p reven ting  the “ defla­
t io n ”  of waves. And he w arns the A m er­
ican  cap ita lis ts  th a t they are run n in g  the

THE PARTY AND THE UNORGAN­
IZED MASSES

The m ain  rese rvo ir o f labo r m ilita n cy  
Is the masses o f unsk illed  and sem i-sk illed  
w o rke rs  in  the unorganized, basic indus­
tries. The fu l l  h o rro r  o f the cap ita ls t ra ­
tio n a liza tio n  fa lls  d ire c tly  upon them, and 
the a ttacks o f the cap ita lis ts  in  the present 
depression and com ing crises s tr ike  them  
f ir s t  and hardest. The P a rty  m ust tu rn  
its  face to  these unorganized masses, put 
Its e lf a t the head o f th e ir  s trugg les and 
lead the w o rk  o f o rgan iz ing  them  in to  new 
in d u s tr ia l unions. T h is  h is to ric  task m ust 
be accomplished in  the fire  o f strugg le  
aga inst the cap ita lis ts  and th e ir  state pow­
e r as w e ll as aga inst th e ir  agents in  the 
labo r movement, toe reactiona ry  bureauc­
ra c y  o f the A. P. o f L .( the S ocia lis t P a rty  
and a llied  groups o f soc ia l-re fo rm is t ele­
ments. In  th is  p ro trac ted  s trugg le  on a ll  
fron ts , extending over a  period o f years 
the  decisive b reak o f the  w orkers  w lto  the 
Ideology o f cap ita lism  w il l  be effected and 
the genuine class m ovem ent o f the w orkers 
be bu ilt.

—  FROM T H E  PLA TFO R M  OF 
T H E  COMMUNIST OPPOSITION 
ADOPTED ( C H IC A G O ) M AY 
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same risks  i f  tihey p e rm it the enactm ent o f 
unem ploym ent insurance in  the U nited 
States.

W .I. K in g  and h is associate bourgeois 
eenomists make a deep m ystery  o f the re ­
currence o f the “ business-cycle” . They find  
every exp lanation o f i t  under the sun, 
bu t the rea l one o f the anarch ic characte r 
o f ca p ita lis t p roduction  fo r  p ro fit. The 
c a p ita lis t system is responsible fo r  the 
“ business-cycles”  and fo r the stand ing  and 
re cu rren t mass unem ploym ent. The Cap­
ita lis t! State m ust be compelled by the o r­
gan iza tion  and strugg le  o f the masses to 
shoulder the charges o f unem p loym ent

Credits for the Soviet Union
Not the least o f the dere lic tions of the 

S ta lin is t leadership of the Com m unist P a r­
ty  has been its  fa ilu re  to ra l ly  the unem ­
ployed around the demand fo r  c red its  to r 
the Soviet Union. U n re m ittin g ly  and w ind - 
i ly  the D a ily  W orker ’ ’s loganizes”  fo r  the 
“ Defence of the Soviet U n ion ” , b u t when 
the w hole in te rn a tio n a l economic c ris is  
favors the c rys ta llis a tio n  o f one o f the 

widest! mass movements yet fo r  ( the rea l 
and substan tia l Defence of the Soviet 
U nion, the S ta lin is t regim e and its  A m er­
ican  agents, B row der-Bedacht-Foster do 
no th ing  but hamper toe P a rty  from  mea­
su ring  up to its  great opportun ity . The 
reason fo r th is  a ttitu de  o f the P a rty  lead­
ers flow s no t from  any m alice b u t inev­
ita b ly  from  th e ir  fa lse theory  o f “ na tiona l 
soc ia lism ” — S ta lin ’s Russian “ exceptiona l- 
ism ”

Economics and M ilita ry  Defence
The Defence o f the Soviet Union is not 

as the D a ily  W orker would lik e  to  im press 
its  readers, a p u re ly  m il i ta ry  question, a 
m a tte r o f p reven ting  im p e r ia lis t in te rve n -

( Continued fro m  Page 4 )

Our Slogan of Collaboration with the 
Soviet Union

The approaching c r is is  o f Soviet ec­
onomy coincides w ith  the g row ing  w o rld  cap- 
ta list, c ris is . T h is  coincidence has in  the 
f in a l ana lys is  common reasons. W o rld  
cap ita lism  has ou tlived  its e lf b u t the un ­
de rta ke r is  no t ye t ready fo r  h is w ork. 
The c ris is  o f Soviet economy, i f  we leave 
aside the m istakes o f the leadership, is the 
economic consequence o f the iso la ted con­
d itio n  o f the U. S. S. R. T ha t is the very 
fa c t th a t the w o rld  p ro le ta r ia t has no t ye t 
swept away cap ita lism . The problem  o f the 
p ro le ta ria n  revo lu tion  is  the p rob lem  o f the 
o rgan iza tion  o f s o c ia lis t economy on a 
w o rld  scale. F o r Europe whose cap ita lism  
is  m ost overripe  and s ick ly , the p ro le ta r­
ia n  revo lu tio n  means f ir s t  o f a l l  the econ­
om ic u n ifica tio n  o f the con tinen t. The 
o n ly  way we can and m ust prepare the E u r­
opean w orkers  fo r the seizure o f power is 
by revea ling  to  them  the im m easurable ad­
vantages o f a co rre c tly  planned a ll-E uropean 
and la te r on a W o rld  o rgan iza tion  o f so­
c ia lis t  economy. The slogan o f the Soviet 
U n ited  States o f Europe w h ich  is  im per­
a tive  now  m ore than  i t  ever was is  inad­
equate however, in  its  abstrac t p o lit ic a l 
fo rm . T h is  slogan m ust be fille d  w ith  con­
crete economic content. The economic ex­
perience o f the Soviet U n ion  is  fu l ly  suffi­
c ien t to  create an exem plary va ria n t o f 
the p lan  based on the co llabo ra tion  o f the 
U. S. S. R. w ith  the in d u s tr ia l coun tries  
o f Europe. In  the f in a l h is to ric a l analysis 
th is  is  the on ly  w ay out fo r  the U.S.S.R. 
fro m  the g row ing  In te rn a l contrad ic tions. 
N e ither has Europe any o ther way ou t o f 
the c r is is  (unem ploym ent, the g row ing  op­
pression o f Am erica  and the perspective of 
w a rs ). The problem  o f  co llabo ra tion  in  
its  fu l l  dimensions can be decided on ly  
th rough  a p ro le ta r ia n  revo lu tion  and 
th rough  the crea tion  o f the Soviet U n ited 
States o f Europe w hich th rough the med­
ium  o f the Soviet U n ion w i l l  also be tied  
up w ith  libe ra ted  Asia.

The European w orkers  m ust be led by 
th is  perspective. They m ust be presented 
w ith  a c lea r and broad p lan  o f economic 
co llabo ra tion  based on the excep tiona lly  
h igh  coefficients o f g row th  accomplished 
even in  backw ard iso lated Russia. T h is  
is the im m easurable revo lu tio n a ry  s ig n ifi­
cance o f the slogan o f economic co llabo r­
a tion  w ith  th.e U. S. S. It. i f  it, is advanced

tion . In  th is  age m ilita ry  s treng th  its e lf 
depends on in d u s tr ia l power. In  tihe case 
o f the Soviet U n ion i t  depends no t on ly  on 
in d u s tr ia l pow er bu t on the consolidation 
o f the p ro le ta ria n  d ic ta to rsh ip  and socia l­
ism. But» socia lism  cannot be b u ilt  up in  
the Soviet U n ion e n tire ly  ou t o f its  own 
in n e r resources and separated from  the 
w o rld  m arke t by a Chinese w a ll. The d if ­
ficu ltie s  th a t the great F ive  Year P lan  and 
eollectdvization are experiencing today in  
the U.S.S.R. dem onstrates th is  exactly.

To ho ld  any th ing  else is a flag ran t 
ru p tu re  w ith  M a rx is t analysis and p ro le t­
a rian  in te rna tiona lism .

In te rn a tio n a l S o lid a rity
The demand fo r  cred its  fo r  the Soviet 

U n ion a t once reveals the in n e r l in k  be­
tween the in te rests of the Am erican w o rk ­
ing  class and the w orkers  o f the Soviet! 
Union. M illio n s  are id le  in  the U nited 
States. B u t the soc ia lis t p lans o f the Sov­
ie t Union c ry  out fo r m achinery and o ther 
in d u s tr ia l equipment. Em ploym ent here 
and co llabo ra tion  w ith  the F ive  Year P lan 
in  the U.S.S.R. w ould  be the consequences 
o f la rge sGale credits. Thousands o f A m er­
ican w orkers  w ould  receive p ra c tica l les­
sons in  the im p lica tions  o f in te rn a tio n a lism  
in  toe fundam enta l s trugg le  between 
cap ita lism  and socia lism  and the m eaning 
o f Communism. Thousands could be mob­
ilized  fo r  the U. S. S. R. and aga inst the 
ca p ita lis t governm ent o f the U nited States.

The slogan o f c red its  to  the Soviet! 
U n ion is one th a t the labo r bureaucracy 
and . the in te rn a tio n a l social dem ocratic 
leaders w i l l  resist. They w ould sense in  i t  
toe poss ib ilitie s  o f a un ited  fro n t th;<t 
would d raw  the ra n k  and file  away from  
them and tow ards the leadership o f the So­
v ie t U n ion and the Communists. They are. 
r ig h t. “ C redits fo r  the Soviet U n ion” , is 
one of tihe m ost fo rce fu l foca l po ints fo r  a 
un ited fro n t movement. —M.SP.

co rre c tly— th a t is in  a revo lu tio n a ry  m an­
ner.

U nder the present circum stances th is  
slogan is above a ll  one of the m ost va luable 
weapons fo r  the m ob iliza tion  o f the unem­
ployed and the w orkers  in  general in  con­
nection w ith  unem ploym ent. T h is  is no t 
m ere ly  a m a tte r o f the possible de live ry  
o f com m odities to  the Soviet U n ion  as im ­
p o rta n t as th is  question is  in  itse lf. I t  
is  a question o f g e tting  ou t o f the 
h is to ric a l impasse, o f a ltogethe r new 
economic p oss ib ilitie s  o f a U n i t e d  
European economy. W ith  th is  k ind  
o f concrete “ sup ra -na tiona l”  p lan based on 
experience in  our» hands, the w orker-C om - 
m un is ts  can and m ust approach the social 
dem ocratic w orker. U nder the cond itions 
o f the c ris is  th is  is the m ost im portan t 
approach to the prob lem  o f the soc ia lis t 
recons truc tion  o f Europe. W ith  the cor­
re c t app lica tion  o f the un ited  fro n t  p o licy  
the slogan o f co llabo ra tion  w ith  the U.S. 
S.R. and the economic tra n s fo rm a tio n  of 
Europe can be made the wedge th a t w ould 
b reak o ft la rge  c irc les  of social dem ocratic 
w orkers  fro m  the present leaders.

B u t fo r  th a t we m ust f ir s t  o f a l l  
liqu ida te , re jec t and condemn, the theory 
o f socia lism  in  one coun try . We m ust make 
Clear to  the w o rld  p ro le ta r ia t th a t the 
Russians are no t cons truc ting  a separate 
soc ia lis t home fo r  themselves, and th a t 
suqh a s truc tu re  on a na tiona l scale is 
genera lly  im possible. They are cons truc t­
in g  a na tiona l w a ll fo r the European and 
la te r on also fo r  the w o rld  soc ia lis t home. 
The fu r th e r  they get the harder i t  w i l l  
be to  raise th is  w a ll, because i t  m ay crash 
w ith o u t the tim e ly  fionstduction o f the 
o the r w alls . A bout b u ild in g  the roo f over 
the na tiona l w a ll there cannot even he 
any ta lk . We m ust get sta rted  w ith  the 
sim ultaneous w o rk  in ’ o ther coun tries ac­
co rd ing  to  a common plan. T h is  p lan m ust 
be worked out by the governm ent o f the 
Soviet U nion, a t any rate, its  basic fea­
tures, as a p lan o f m igh ty  m a te ria l and 
s p ir itu a l g row th  o f the peoples of Europe 
and the whole w orld .

T h is  is w hat the slogan of economic 
co llabo ra tion  w ith  the Soviet U n ion means 
in  its  developed fo rm , under the present 
h is to rica l circumstances. B u t such a po l­
ic y  presupposes a rad ica l rev is ion  o f the 
theory  and p ractice  o f the Soviet leader­
ship. The Y aroslavskys are very l i t t le  
f i t  fo r  such a policy.

( To Be Continued )

A  S Q U E A K  IN  TH E  A P P A R A T U S

I  Comrade Raymond Spector, an
active member o f the Com munist 
P a rty  and who has been oh.armf.il o f 
the C ontro l Commission in  Section 
B row nsv ille , New Y o rk  spoke be­
fo re  h is  nucleus on June 17th on 
the po licy  o f the C om in te rn  in  

■ C hina and endorsed the lin e  o f 
I  the L e ft Opposition. H is  expulsion 
I  fo llow ed im m ediate ly. Such is toe 
;  freedom o f the pre-convention dis- 
|  cussion.
? A  statem ent o f the views o f
? Comrade RaymonJ Spector ,to-
|  fa ther w ith  tha t o f o ther P a rty  and 
• Young C om m unist League mem-
i  hers w i l l  appear in  the next issue 
? o f the M ilita n t.

H u g o  O eh ler Joins 
Left Opposition

( Continued from  Page 1) 
organ izer o f the revo lu tion  fo r  the over­
th ro w  o f cap ita lism  The f irs t  d u ty  o f 
every Com m unist is the success c f the rev­
o lu tio n  and so long  as the P a rty  has a p ro ­
gram  based on M arx ism  there  is an »in- 
broken chain between the class, the P a rty  
and the success o f the revo lu tion . Just 
as soon as toe leading ind iv idua ls  o r groups 
in  the i ’. . ty  revise M arx ism  and Len in ism  
a danger of the e lim ina tion  o f the P a rty  
as the leader and organ izer o f the class is  
at hand unless we are capable o f defeating 
the rev is ion is ts . B u t i f  the rev is ion is ts  are 
able to  dominate, i t  spells ru in  unless the 
m cinbershp liqu ida tes such a leadership. 

The S truggle  of the L e ft Opposition
T h is  was the case w ith  the Second 

In te rn a tio n a l when the rev is ion is ts  dom­
inated and e lim ina ted  i t  as the leader and 
o rgan izer o f the revo lu tion . We saw the  
tran s fo rm a tio n  o f the Second In te rn a tio n a l 
from  an instrum ent! fo r  lib e ra tio n  to an 
in s tru m e n t o f suppression o f the w o rke rs  
and peasants. The same process is at w o rk  
in  our In te rn a tio n a l. F o rtuna te ly , however, 
fo r  the p ro le ta r ia t we are liv in g  in a 
d iffe ren t h is to rica l period ;to is  process is  
on ly  in  the beg inning stage in  ou r In te r ­
n a tio n a l; and la s tly  we have an In te rn a ­
tiona l Opposition led by L.D. T ro tsky  th a t 
exposes the revis ion, exp la ins the deter­
m in ing  causes o f the c r is is  and m obilizes 
the forces to w in  the In te rn a tio n a l fo r  the 
M a rx ia n -Le n in is t path again.

We members o f the Com munist P a rty  
ask fo r an answer to  to is  m anifesto  and 
fo r  the readm ittance o f comrade Trotsky, 
and the L e ft Opposition in to  the P a rty . 
We do not ask fo r a re lig ious  campaign o f 
“ Loya lty  to the C .I.”  to  take the place o f 
objective considera tion o f these proposals 
I f  the policies of the leadership is M arx ia n  
then there  is no c o n flic t between lo y a lty  
to  the C.I. and lo y a lty  to  M arx ism  b u t 
when the present leadership revise M arx ­
ism and present theories th a t are non- 
M a rx ia n -Le n in is t the m em bership m us t 
choose between lo y a lty  to  th a t leadersh ip  
and lo y a lty  to  M arxism . We stand o r fa l l  
by M arxism  and D ia lec tic  M a te ria lism  and 
by now life  its e lf has proven the co rrec t­
ness o f the Le ft O pposition group as M arx­
ism  fig h tin g  revis ion ism . The readm htanca 
o f the Opposition to the In te rn a tio n a ], re ­
gardless o f how p a in fu l i t  is to some “ lead, 
era”  is a necessary step to prepare the P ar­
ty  as the leader and organ izer o f the big. 
class strugg les we can expect in  the pre­
sent period in  order that' pressure pf w orld  
ca p ita lis t economy can be relieved fro m  
the U.S.S.R. and the extension o f the dic­
ta to rsh ip  o f the p ro le ta r ia t over g rea ts* 
sections o f the earth can be accomplished.

O ur demands are:
1. The read in ittahce o f the Com m unist 

Opposition and the adoption o f the M arx ian  
program  of the Opposition.

2. Replace the present Iso la tion  tactics, 
w ith  Len in is t U nited F ro n t inc ites ip trade  
un ion w ork  and a il  o ther a c tiv ity .

3. E lim in a te  m echanical con tro l o f 
a u x ilia ry  organizations and replace w ith  
co n tro l th rough  M arx ian  po licy.

L  Reject V E R B A L trans fo rm u fion  o f 
defensive struggles and demonstauii ns in to  
revo lu tio n a ry  upheavals.

5. Reject slogan of “ Social Faso/sm* 
th a t renders aid to the re fo rm ist!..

G. Reject “ T h ird  I ’e rlod”  e Ur z ig ­
zag course and replace w ilh  d i : l  ; ’ , 
ysis and tactics.

7. C orrect 7th Convention ih o -L  on 
above po in is  and other m in o r po' ' ¡ ow­
ing  from  these roo t causes.

— u n c o  0 :: m wr



T H E M I L I T A N T Page f
, a tu rday June 21, 1930

In India

The C. I. and Two-Class Parties
The sharpening o i the class s trugg le  in  

In d ia  finds the p ro le ta r ia t o f th a t co u n try  
In  the absence o f a conscious vanguard, a 
C om m unist P a rty , unable to  take the lead­
ersh ip  in  the :r is in g  movement againsti B r i t ­
ish  Im peria lism . The bourgeois and petty 
bourgeois na tiona lis ts  are able to get con­
t ro l o f the movement, lead i t  in to  “ safe”  
channels and u ltim a te ly  betray it. The 
a ttem pts o f sections o f the n a tio n a lis t 
movement, i. e., the A ll- In d ia n  Y outh  
League ,the w o rke rs  and peasants o f Pesh­
awar, the ra ilro a d  w orkers, the te x tile  w o rk ­
ers o f Bombay, etc., to  break away from  
th is  leadership have m et w ith  on ly  p a rtia l 
success.

W hy is there  no Com m unist P a rty  in  
In d ia  today? Th is question w h ich  confronts 
every Com m unist and class-conscious 
w o rk e r m ust receive a defin ite  answer.

“The “Two-Class Party” PolJey
The C om in te rn  u i* !e r  the leadership o f 

S ta lin  and Bucharin  (1924-28) basing 
its e lf on an inco rre c t estim ation  of the de­
gree o f s tab iliza tion  o f w o rld  cap ita lism  
and the re la tio n  o f class forces, separated 
the  question of bourgeois democratic revo­
lu tio n  in  the co lon ia l countries from  th a t 
o f the p ro le ta rian  d ic ta to rsh ip  and con­
sequently based its  ac tiv ities  in  these 
countries on dual com position class parties. 
( In  China, the bloc of the fo u r classes in 
the K uom in tang  and la te r the "L e f t ”  Km>- 
m in tang , in  Japan, “ the W orkers and Pea­
sants P arty  ', in Mexico, "W orke rs  apd Pea­
sants’ B loc” — in  Ind ia , “ W orkers and 
Peasants P a rties ” ).

Every once i *  a w h ile  one read of a 
decla ra tion  of the “ Com m unist P a rty  of 
In d ia ”  o r representatives of such a “ P a rty ”  
w ou ld  appear at Congresses, P lenums, etc. 
In  re a lity  there are only a handfu l o f in ­
d iv id u a l Communists, accord ing to a lead­
in g  member of tjhe A n ti- im p e r ia lis t  League, 
about 75 scattered th roughou t the country, 
hav ing  no cen tra l o rgan ization and no co l­
lec tive  a c tiv ity . Most o f them, under in ­
s truc tio n s  from  the E. C. ( '. I .  worked l i t  i l  
i n  hand w ith  pe tty  bourgeois elements in  
b u ild in g  “ W orkers ' and Peasants’ p a rties ”

But, a com bination of events forced a 
“ change” . This was the jo in t pressure of 
the L e ft Opposition led by comrade T ro t­
sky the change in  the co rre la tion  of class 
forces in  the Soviet Union, the crush ing  de­
fe a t of the Chinese p ro le ta r ia t due in great 
measure to the c r im in a l subord ination of 
the C.P. of China f irs t  to the Kuom intang 
and la te r the “ L e tt”  K uom intang, etc. The 
occasion fo r th is  "change”  was the S ixth 
Congress of the C om intern (August-Septem ­
ber. 1928).

A t th ijj tim e the Com intern leadership 
was compelled to adm it th a t i t  was re­
sponsible fo r the "W o rke rs ’ and Peasants’ 
parties in  In d ia ”  and o ffic ia lly  to repudiate 
such tactics. S ikandar Sur, the repo rte r 
on the Indian question, in  h is summ ary, 
s ta te d :

"The W orkers ’ and Peasants’ Parties 
ex is t ow ing to the w rong tactics and in ­
s truc tio n s  o f the C om intern. The last, re­
po rt o f the Annual conference o f the Ben­
g a l Peasants’ and W orke rs ’ parties show 
th a t the- pa rty  is fa llin g  in to  the hands of 
p h ila n th ro p ic  petty bourgeoisie. Our com­
rades do no t hold office there. Comrade 
Shubin (Soviet U nion— J.C.) is absolute ly 
w rong  when he ta lks  of the in a d v isa b ility  
o f fo rm in g  a Com m unist P arty  on account 
o f ob jective d ifficu lties . B u t should we 
su rrender to  obstacles o r should we over­
come them?”  f ln p re c o rr— Vol. 8, No. 78 p. 
1473). Even here, we have no real repud­
ia tio n  o f dual com position class parties, 
b u t such parties in  w hich “ ou r comrades 
<lo not hold any offices.”

The o ffic ia l co lon ia l theses o f the Con­
gress had th is  to  say in  reference to the 
question at hand. “ Special ‘W orkers ’ a,nd 
Peasants’ P a rties ’ whatever revo lu tiona ry  
characte r they may possess, can too easily 
a t p a rtic u la r periods, be converted indo 
o rd in a ry  po tty  bourgeois parties, and ac­
co rd ing ly , Communists are no t recommend­
ed to organize such parties.”  (Inp re co rr, 
Vol. 8, No. 88 —  P. 1670). Communists 
are not recommended, not advised to  bu ild  
w o rke rs ’ and peasants’ pa rties ! Since when 
does the C om intern  hand ou t mere advice 
and recommendations to Communists? I t  
is  obvious th a t th is  “ l ite ra ry  change”  in  
po licy is m eant p r im a r ily  fo r  the record. I t  
also leaves the door open fo r  a repe tition

o f S ta lin 's  soph istry  on the K uom intang. 
T ha t is the a rgum ent th a t the Communists 
did n o t "o rgan ize ”  the pa rty  buti came in to  
i t  in  o rde r to  get to  the masses.

I t  should be also noted th a t the phrase 
"a t  p a rtic u la r  periods (can) be converted 
in to  o rd in a ry  petty bourgeois pa rties”  is an 
underhanded a ttem pt to excuse the Com in­
te rn ’s po licy o f bu ild in g  such parties "a t 
p a rt ic u la r  tim es” .

After the Sixth Congress
Not on ly  was a Com m unist P a rty  not 

form ed a fte r the S ix th  Congress, bu t the 
o ffic ia l C om intern press continued to speak 
o f the “ W orkers ’ and Peasants’ P a rties”  
as a lega l expression o f the Communists in  
India.' F o r example, the e rs tw h ile  Com in­
te rn  specia lis t on Ind ia , M.N.Roy, w r it in g  
on the m unic ipa l elections in  Bombay 
stated: “ O wing to the doubtfu l position  of 
the Com m unist P a rty  ( ! )  and the general 
antagonism  to Communism th a t characte r­
izes the present bourgeois p o lit ic a l atmos­
phere o f the coun try, the election was con­
tested (by the Com munists— J.C.) In the 
name of the Workers’ and Peasants’ party” 
— and la te r adds "B y  contesting the elec­
tion  the Communists gave another s ign of 
th e ir  p o lit ic a l independence (s ic !) .  Most 
resolute figh ters fo r  na tiona l freedom, they 
w i l l  defend the in te res t o f the w o rk in g  
class no t on ly  against fo re ign  im peria lism , 
bull also native cap ita lism . Ey these tac­
tics o f the revo lu tio n a ry  class s trugg le  the 
Communists w i l l  m obilize and lead the 
p ro le ta r ia t as the d riv in g  force of the na­
tio n a l re vo lu tio n ” . ( In p re c o rr— Vol. 9, No. 
12— M arch 1st, 1929). W hat could be p la in ­
er? Roy and liis  p o lit ic a l a llies, Loveston« 
and B rand le r, dem ogogically c ritic ise  the 
S ta lin is ts  today fo r not having b u ilt  a 
Com m unist P a rty  in  In d ia ! These in d iv id ­
uals who share the respons ib ility  w ith  the 
S ta lins ’ and Kuussinons fo r the past Kuo- 
m in tang  tac tic  now ca ll fo r the b u ild in g  of 
a Com m unist P a rty  side by side w ith  a 
•‘na tiona l revo lu tio n a ry  p a r t} ” . But) what 
w ill be the role of the Com munist Party? 
The objective log ic of th e ir  po licy means 
the subord ination of the C. P. to  the “ na­
tiona l revo lu tiona ry  p a rty ” , the dup lica ting  
of the events of 1925-26-27 in  China.

Again, a fte r the S ixth  Congress, the 
h ith e rto  scattered and unconnected W ork­
ers ' and Peasants’ parties, fo r  the firsti 
tim e organized a nationa l party, the “ W ork­
ers’ and Peasants’ Party of In d ia ”  W hat 
was the a ttitude  of the Com 'ntern towards 
th is  conference?

The “ W orkers ’ and Peasants’ P a rty ”
Discussing the Conference o f the W ork-

era ’ and Peasants’ P a rty  Roy w ro te :
"M eeting  in  th is  atmosphere o£ revo lu ­

tio n a ry  development from  a ll sides, the 
W orkers’ and Peasants’ Party, whose d r iv ­
in g  forces are the Communists, was objec­
tiv e ly  the m ost im p o rta n t event o f the 
moment. The W orkers ’ and Peasants’ P arty  
is no t the Com m unist P a rty  (s ic !) ,  a l­
though the Communists p lay in  i t  the lead­
in g  and dom ina ting  role. Several years ago 
i t  appeared on the scene as the f irs t  sign 
o f radicalissation o f the n a tio na lis t masses. 
As such the Communists supported i t  and 
aided its  g row th . P ra c tica lly  a ll the g rea t 
s trikes o f the la s t tw o years were led under 
the banner o f the W orkers ’ and Peasants’ 
Party . The object o f the Communists was 
to make th is  new pa rty  the ra lly in g  ground 
fo r a ll the n a tio na lis t revo lu tio n a ry  ele­
ments, to  develop i t  in to  a revo lu tio n a ry  
mass p a rty  w hich is a c ry in g  need o f the 
m om ent” . (In p re c o rr, Vol. 9— No. €— Febru­
a ry  1, 1929). The above is a precise sum ­
m ary of t ile  tactics of the C om intern in  
Ind ia  fo r  the past few years.

Roy however c ritic ized  the Conference 
fo r  no t having made provis ions fo r  un ited 
fro n t action w ith  the “ League fo r  Ind ian 
Independence”  (the o rgan iza tion  o f the 
pe tty  bourgeois in te lle c tu a ls  w h ich  Roy 
w ished the W orkers ’ and Peasants’ P arty , 
and the Communists to  un ite  w ith  to  fo rm  
his Ind ian  ‘‘n a tio na lis t mass p a rty ” .)

Im m ed ia te ly  Roy was rebuked. The 
Conference, a Com intern representative 
w rote, did make prov is ion  fo r  un ited fro n t 
action w ith  the  “ League fo r  Ind ian  In ­
dependence.”  Roy is w rong, says the w r it ­
er, Communists m ust not t r y  and bu ild  "a 
mass n a tio n a lis t p a rty ” , bu t must) b u ild  a 
Com m unist P a rty .B u t how about the W ork­
ers’ and P e a il.n ts ’ P arty? The w r ite r  
states th a t confusion exists in  the p a rty ; 
a lthough i t  is show ing signs o f a “ decided 
im provem ent” ; its  confusion is due to its  
character, in  its  “ com position o f tw o  class­
es, w hich is bound to resu lt in rendering  
vague the p ro le ta rian  line  its e lf.”  ( ! )  The 
im p lica tions  o f the w r ite r  P. Sch. are clear. 
The line  o f the W orkers ' and Peasants’ 
P arty  m ust be a class ( ! )  po licy ; the Com­
m unists m ust organize themselves in  a C.P. 
but at the same tim e strugg le  fo r  a class 
line  in  the W. and P. party. ( Inp re co rr, Vol. 
91, No. .16, M arch 29, 1929.) : ,ow liere in  his 
a r iic le  docs P. Sch attem pt to  repudiate 
Roy’s above quoted characte riza tion  o f the 
ro le  of the Communists in  Ind ia . The Com­
in te rn , th rough P. Sch offers the concep­
tio n  o f a “ L e ft”  K uom in tnng  as against a. 
"w ho le ”  Kuom intang.

in  A p r il 1929, th a t is only a few months 
a fte r the N ationa l Conference of (he 
"W o rke rs ’ and Peasants' Party o f In d ia ” , 
the B rit ish  and Ind ian  governm ents started 
a general offensive against s tr ike  leaders, 
revo lu tiona ry  w orkers and Communists. 
T h ir ty  one were arrested fo r ca rry in g  out

the orders o f the C om intern in  In d ia  anti 
being in  fa vo r o f the v io len t overth row  of 
the governm ent. The W orkers ’ and Pea­
sants’ P a rty  broke down under the offen­
sive. In  a few m onths there was no Party. 
(Clemens D u tt, Labour M onth ly— July 29,
1929) Th is again compelled the offic ia l 
C om intern  press to  speak about the neces­
s ity  o f a Com m unist P a rty  in  Ind ia .

Safarov’s Apologetics for Stalin
in  a recent issiue of the Communist 

In te rn a tio n a l (Vol. V I I .  No. 5, Eng lish  Ed­
it io n )  G. Safarov, a fo rm er Oppositionist, 
w ith  an even m ore flex ib le  spine than hi« 
fe llow -cap itu la to rs , discusses the s ituatios 
in  Ind ia . A fte r  condem ning Roy’s pos itio * 
on Ind ia  be w rite s : “ Of the same w orth  ar« 
the accusations of another careerist ( ! ) ,  
a Max Shachtman, in  the M ilita n t, who 
accuses the Com m unist In te rn a tio n a l o f ‘re­
s is ting  the fo rm a tion  o f a Com munist Party 
in  In d ia .’ (M ilita n t, Feb. 8). Both the R ight 
and the ’L e f t ’ renegades ignore the real 
faets, fo r the b ir th  o f the revo lu tionary 
w o rk in g  class In India in  1928-29 is an in ­
d isputab le  fa c t . . .T h a t  did not and could 
no t take place u n t il the development of bho 
class s trugg le  had a ro u sa l the masaes, 
u n t i l  the slogans o f the Com intern had 
tu rned  in to  class re a lity . They could on ly  
he embodied in  the real life  o f Ind ia  thanks 
to the self-developm ent o f the w o rk in g  
class, in  the process o f the revo lu tiona ry  
strugg le  aga inst im peria lism .”  (P. 48). Sa­
fa ro v  undertakes a task never before at­
tem pted in  the P a rty  press—to  expla in why 
no C.P. was b u ilt  in  Ind ia .

F irs t, he does not deny the accusation 
of comrade Shachtman that the Comintern 
resisted the formation of a C.P. In Indlui. 
Secondly, who denies the existence o f a 
revo lu tio n a ry  w o rk in g  class in  Ind ia  im 
1928-29? C e rta in ly  not the Left'! T h ird , 
i f  one is to  make sense o f th is  quota tion on# 
m ust in te rp re t Safarov as saying: There 
was no revo lu tiona ry  w o rk in g  class in In ­
d ia  u n t il 1928-29, because the development 
o f the class strugg le  had no t aroused the 
masses; there fore  a Com m unist P a rty  could 
not be b u ilt. Le t us dissolve the Commun­
is t P a rty  o f the United States because there 
is no revo lu tiona ry  w ork ing  class in  th is 
coun try !

I t  is the Com munist P a rty  which must 
help in te n s ify  the class strugg le . Fourth , 
a C.P. could not be built) in  Ind ia  “ u n til the 
slogans of the Com intern had been turned 
in to  class re a lity ”  (Page .48). Who was to 
propagate the slogans o f the Comintern? 
the W orkers ’ and Peasants’ Parties, in d iv ­
idua l Communists? W hat slogans had to 
be turned in to  class rea lity?  The “ dem­
ocra tic  d ic ta torshp  of the p ro le ta ria t and 
peasantry”  o r perhaps (and we are not 
very fa r  from  the tru th )  the rea lization of 
a “ pow erfu l mass W orkers ' and Peasants’ 
p a rty ” ?

The offic ia l press once again carries re ­
ports o f leaflets issued by the W orkers ’ and 
Peasants’ P a rty  w ith o u t comment o f its  
own. The S ta lin is t press gives l i t t le  in ­
fo rm a tion  as to what the Com intern is ac­
tu a lly  doing in Ind ia  today.

T ile  D a ily  W orker from  tim e to time 
speaks of the fo rm a tion  in  the “ near fu ­
tu re ”  of an A ll- In d ia n  Communist) Party, 
in  one of its  issues, (Wednesday, May 21,
1930) , i t  carries on its  fro n t page photo- . 
sta tic copies o f two issues o f the “ W orkers’ 
W eekly” . The story underneath it  runs: 
"The firs t. M a rx is t-L e n in is t paper published 
in  Ind ia , is shown above in  the headings of 
two issues. The 'W orke rs ’ W eekly’ begaW 
publica tion  in  Bombay on January 26, and 
is acting  as the ideological leader and o r­
gan ization center fo r  the forces o f the 
w o rk in g  class in  the Ind ian  R evo lu tion” .

The A p r il 30 issue o f In p re co rr ava il­
able a t least one m onth before the Daily 
Worker story, carries an a rtic le  by V. Chat- 
topadhayaya (one o f the secretaries o f the 
W orld  A n ti- Im p e r ia lis t I-eague and the la t­
est o f the S ta lin is t w rite rs  on Ind ia ) w ith 
the fo llo w in g : "The Workers’ Weekly, the 
new organ of the Workers’ and Peasants’ 
Party, points out in  its  last issue tha t the 
movement has gone fa r beyond Gandhi and 
the Congress, and ca lls  fo r a general s trike  
th roughou t Ind ia .”  (The R evo lu tionary S it­
uation in  Ind ia— V. Chattopadhyaya Vol, 10 
No. 21).

How are we to expla in th is?  Is the 
Com intern a t present bu ild in g  a “ L e ft”  Kuo­
m in tang  in  Ind ia  o r doing no th ing  at a ll?  
What) efforts are being made to bu ild  a 
Com munist P arty? W hat has happened to 
the A ll- In d ia n  Com munist P a rty  th a t was 
to be form ed in  the near fu ture? W hat is 
th is  "revo lu tio n a ry  M arx ian  W orkers ’ P ar­
ty? ”  These questions m ust be answered.

— JOSEPH CARTER

Flaunt Royal Courts at British W orkers
H c ls to n , C o rn w a ll re n  in  nu m bers , w ere seeking  snob rest;

E d ito rs  th e  M i l i t a n t '__ ax can  be fo u n d  u n d e r c o n d itio n s  o f ove r-
' ’ ’ . .. ’ , .. , crow ding. In  one case, (o ffic ia lly  reportedWe know th a t ghastly des titu tion  . . . .  ,  _. . , about the tim e o f the hold ing ot one of

preva ils  in  your coun try  as in  ours; and the co llrtg ) g(iven people_ adultvk,
th a t in  your c ity  streets, and upon the h igh and cbudren were fo im d to be sleeping in
roads affluence and m isery are often sharp- on(j
ly contrasted w h e„  the m otor car o f the ' no COUIltry except EtigIand can
m illio n a ire  scatters dust o r mud on the 8uch seMel0B8 and pvovocative d isplays as
unemployed w o rke r tram p in g  hopelessly tlbege Roya] Conrt8 o f onrs be found at tUe
on toe search o f a job w h ich  does no t n t Um8. T ba t th  are g til] popular
ex is t B u t these contrasts are the re s u lt am the w eelthy Eng lisb  bouv(;eoisle> 
o f chance encounters; the r ich  man is (whose female o ffsp ring  make tb e ir  gocial 
out on his da ily  business o r possibly he debut at such cereraonjes) i8 p roo f o f the
is bent on pleasure In  no case does he jnhe ren t sn0bbishness o f the E nglish  char-
o rg a im e  hundreds o f h.s w ea lthy friends acter; and also o f an incapacity  to  th in k  
to  d isp lay themselves in  gorgeous a tt ire  serioug, and detalI even on a m08t
at a given tim e  as a provoca tive  and pressing gubj The n t gitHation Jn
shameful con tras t to  the wretchedness o f Eng land Jg t £ is ; the fe r t ile  so il, w hich
thousands o f the surroundng population. would feed lu „ lon8 under in tensive cu l-

B u t th is  is the spectacle we can see tiva tio n  is held up in the hands o f the big 
in  London whenever a Royal C ourt is held land lords. In d u s tr ia l unem ploym ent is in - 
and we have had fo u r of them th is  spring , creasing and no p o lit ica l pa rty—Conserva- 
The women have w orn  gowns o f s ilk  and lave, L ib e ra l o r Labor, can find a cure 
lace w ith  tra in s  encrusted w ith  jewels, and fo r worklessness, fo r not one o f them is 
had ornam ents o f precious stones. Some prepared to get r id  o f the land lo rds who 
have even w orn shoes w ith  jew elled heels. ho ld a ll the basic m a te ria ls— m inera ls as 
And a ll th is  pe rfec tly  unnecessary d ls - w e ll as the surface soil in  tiheir g rip . M is- 
play has been m ade' in  a w ea lthy  cap ita l e ry Is da ily  increasing among the poor, 
c ity  w hich can show the most appa lling  couplod w ith  a b itte r  resentment, and be- 
depth o f poverty  among its  hosts o f slum  fo re  long  we may see the w ea lth ie r mem- 
dw ellers. bers o f society d isp lay ing  th e ir  heels— jew -

W h ile  toe company a t the palace a t a e lled o r  otherw ise— in  rea l earnest before 
recent cou rt were pa rta k in g  o f the custom- the onrush o f s ta rv in g  and fu rious  mobs, 
a ry  refreshm ents, served on gold plate, a B u t where Is toe leadership w hich w ill
fleet o f m otor cars could speedily have give us revo lu tion  w h ile  p reserv ing us from  
conveyed the whole o f the guests to  houses anarchy? N ot in  the d iscredited Commun- 
where (a fte r supping in  a very d iffe ren t 1st P a rty  under S ta lin is t leadership, 
fash ion) adu lts o f both sexes and ch ild - __m . SHOOTER
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Oar lailonal Toar

Shachtman’s Tour Is Extended
Ramsay MacDonald, tihe “big shot’’ of 

the Second International has been review­
ing tihe accomplishments ot one year of labor 
government in office. His review is signifi­
cant for what he did not rather than what 
he did say.

Measured by the expectations it aroused 
in the minds ot its rank and file followers 
the second “Labor Government" has turn­
ed out to be as great and calamitous a fail­
ure as ever the Labor Government of 1924 
was. Conspicuously it has proven lte utter 
bankruptcy in every basic problem it faced 
The failure of the Labor Government is a 
striking demonstration of the bankruptcy 
of the policies of social democracy through­
out* the world.

Take domestic policy as a. first* in- 
'jt&nce. Since the MacDonald Government 
Memo into office oh June 10, 192$ the num-

r of unemployed has actually increased 
By 600,000, making a grand total of the 
Unemployed army in Britain of 1,739,000 
the biggest since 1921-22.

Not a finger has been raised by the Mac­
Donald cabinet to repeal the reactionary 
anti-trade union bill passed by the Tory 
government after the general strike.

Take India as another touchstone of 
socialist practise. In 1924 the “Labor Gov­
ernment" decreed the Bengal Criminal Or­
dinance to provide for the arrest without 
trial of all opposing British authority, 
Hundreds ot Indian revolutionaries have 
keen rotting in jail for years under this 
•rdinance. The second Labor Government 
tame into office. Not a finger has been 
novod to release these prisoners.

MacDonald in India carries on in the 
test traditions of Bloody Daltour’s suppres- 
lion of Ireland. In  Peshawar, in Sholapur,
In Bombay, the Indian masses are prodded 
with British bayonets, shot down, imprt- 
loned. The responsibility falls directdy on 
Ramsay MacDonald and his Labor Govern- 
nent. The responsibility rests on the Se­
cond International which is an accomplice 
In ail the crimes of the Labor Government 
is of the social democracy in Germany.

The New York Nation feels a lititle 
embarrassed for its statesman-like con­
tributing editor MacDonald. I t  seeks for 
in  explanation, and with the superficial 
t in  of liberalism finds it in “the taming 
effect of. office-holding on the radical". 
This explanation is false down to the 
ground. The taming effect of office-holding 
for whom? MacDonald acts as he does be­
cause he holds office for ttie capitalist 
Blass. The social democratic policy must 
breed the MacDonalds because it is class- 
Bollaborationist, nationalist, petty bour­
geois and anti-revolutionary A British 
reformist cannot support an Indian revolu­
tion. He can stifle the masses and try to 
arrange a compromise with flhe native 
Bourgeoisie.

A comic touch to th e . tragedy is the 
truly entertaining'argument of the friends 
of the Labor Government that MacDonald 
“has not had a chance”. He had to take 
over all these knotty problems of India 
Egypt, unemployment, etc. from the Tories. 
That wasn’ti fair. MacDonald would be 
well on the way to introducing socialism—  
if  the capitalists had been gracious- enough 
to introduce It  for him. But all they care 
about is to trip him up and make things 
harder for him.

Meanwhile to this day Hillquit, the 
leader ot the American socialist party has 
not breathed a syllable of protest against 
the misdeeds of his British confrere—and 
when a resolution was introduced at the 
convention of the Socialist Party in Penn­
sylvania to demand the freedom of India 
from British Imperialism, it was violently 
attacked by the leaders and finally altered.

New York Open A ir  Meetings
The New York Branch of the Com­

munist League (Opposition) Is holding 
large and successful street meetings every 
Saturday night at the corner ot 126th St. 
and 5th Avenue. The workers have been 
addressed on numerous issues of Import­
ance by comrades Maurice Spector, Martin 
Abern, Albert Glotzer, Max Rose, George 
Clarke, Charles Curtiss, RuBsell Blackwell 
and other members of. the Branch. The 
Branch reports, that the interest shown 
by the workers this year Is greatly In­
creased. A gpod amount of literature. M il­
itants, etc. Is regularly sold. The Branch 
intends to hold an additional meeting a 
week at another corner. Other members 
of the Branch assist in the work of organ­
ising the meetings.

The tour of Max Shachtman on behalf 
of the Communst League of America (Op­
position) is meeting with marked success. 
In  Hamilton, Ont., Canada, despite difficult­
ies and tew forces, a meeting was held, 
and a growth of the Opposition is looked 
lo r as a result of comrade Shachtman’s lec­
tures and report upon the program of the 
Left Opposition, his visit to L. D  .  Trot­
sky at Constantinople, and the preliminary 
International Conference of the Left Op­
position at Berlin. A t Detroit a formal 
meeting was. not organized; scattered el­
ements gathered to hear Sbachtman. 
Chicago, Minneapolis Hold Good Meetings 

- In  Chicago comrade Shachtman spoke 
for the Communist League before a good 
crowd at the I.W.W. hall. Unemployment 

in Chicago is acute and a large number of 
workers were of course admitted free and 
listened with keen interest to the report 
and to the policy of the Left Opposition 
on a number of current issues. A Work­
ers Guard was at hand to protect the meet­
ing from any disturbance; none occurred. 
Literature sales were good. The Chicago 
comrades are pepped up now more than 
ever.

In Minneapolis, a stronghold of the Com- 
unist League (Opposition) a very fine meet­
ing was held from every viewpoint. Af­
ter the lecture, Questions were put by mem­
bers of the audience, including one mem­
ber of the S.L.P. and were answered in full 
by the speaker. The Minneapolis and St.

Paul comrades prepared extensively for 
the lectures. As we go to press, we do not 
yet have reporte oh .the meetings in St. 
Paul, Duluth and Superior.

The tour now takes comrade Shacht­
man into the West and Southwest—into 
Kansas City and S6. Louis, Mo. and then 
to Springfield, Illinois, after which the turn 
is again toward the East, into Cleveland, 
Pittsburg and Youngstown. The'comrades 
in all these cities are on the job to put over 
large meetings.

Return Engagements In Montrael and 
Toronto

The branches of the Communist League 
(Opposition) in-Montreal and Toronto, Can­
ada have asked the National Office to ex­
tend Shachtman’s tour to include return 
engagements there. Their request has 
been complied with, and comrade Shacht­
man goes to Montreal once more on July 
3rd and 4th and to Toronto on July 5th 
and 6tb. Both cities pledge big turnouts. 

In  Toronto, where tbhe leaders, so- 
called of the official Communist Party of 
Canada picketed Shachtman’s lecture (evi­
dently the rank and file could not stomach 
the yellow policy of the officialdom and 
would not try to prevent the meeting of 
the Left Opposition), both an excellent 
meeting and a banquet were held. In  Tor­
onto, Shachtman will lecture on another 
subject which will be , announced in the 
noxrt isstje of the M ilitan t

The balance of the schedule follows:

W atch This Schedule for Your City 

L

KANSAS CITY, Mo.
Friday, June 20. Mass Meeting at 

—HALL, 914 Grand Avenue, 2nd Floor.

KANSAS CITY, MO.
Thursday & Saturday, June 19 and 

21—Branch Meetings.
ST. LOUIS, MO.

Sunday, June 22, 8 p.m. Mass 
Meeting at Odeon Theatre Bldg., Grand 
and Finney.
ST. LOUIS, MO.

Monday, June 23, Branch Meeting 
SPPHINGEIELD, ILL.

Tuesday, June 24. (Place to be 
announced.)
CLEVELAND, OHIO 

Wednesday June 25, Mass Meeting at

PAINTERS HALL 2030 Euclid. ?
Thursday, June 26 Membership Meet 

ing. *
YOUNGSTOWN .OHIO I

Friday. June 27. (Place to be an- *
nounccl.).. .. .. ...................................... 4
PITTSBURG, PA. Z

Saturday, June 28, 8. p. m. Mass , “ 
Meeting at Labor Lyceum, 35 Miller St. 4
PITTSBURG, PA. |

Sunday, June 29, Branch Meeting j
MONTREAL, CANADA j

July 3-4th (Place to be announced 4
later.) |
TORONTO, CANADA ]

July 5-6 (Place to be announced Z
later.) |

Capitalist »Disarmament«
H ail to the Kellog Peace Pact! God 

bless Disarmament and those noblemen 
Hoover and MacDonald. The League of 
Nations has just issued its armament year 
book for 1929-30 and the upshot of lie fig­
ures is that in 1928 when the Kellogg Peace 
Pact became effective there were 50 per 
cent more cruisers than in 1913 and that 
there were three times more in process 
of construction than in 1913.

Italy, which had no cruisers building in 
1913, not only led the world in this re­
spect in 1929, but, with 71,000 tons under 
construction, was building more than the 
total of 68,300 tons the whole world was 
buildii s in 1913. Japan stood second in 
1929, with 40,000 tons building; the Unlten 
States third with 30,000 tons; Spain fourth, 
with 20,000 tons, and France fifth, with 
10,000 tons.

Submariens formed 1 per cent of the 
world fleet tonnage in 1913; 3 per cent 
when the war ended, and 6 per cent when 
the Kellogg Treaty went into force.

The world’s total naval tonnage, which 
in 1913 was 6,391,000 tons, stood at 5,312,000 
tons in 1929, the difference being due to the 
sinking of the Gesman fleet and the limita­
tion of battleships in 1922. The figure for 
1929, however marked an increase of 21,000 
tons over 1928.

There wll be disarmament until the 
workers are stong enough to disarm the 
capitalists. M ilitary disarmament w ill fol­
low on the economic expropriation of pri­
vate property. Capitalism and universal 
disarmament are contradictions in terms.

W IN FIVE-D A Y WEEK
NORWICH, Conn., June 14—Organized 

bricklayers secured the five-day week. Hod 
carriers and laboreres are equally success­
ful.

U.S. Imperialist Contradictions
Meanwhile, the internal contradictions 

of American imperialism, bound up with 
its world economic interdependence, are 
maturing a severe crisis which is fore­
shadowed by the current partial industrial 
depression. The present situation, which 
i3 only the harbinger of this coming 
crisis, has already brought to a high level 
the process of rationalization and attack 
upon the standards of the working class 
that Is causing It to move progressively 
away from itis previous Inertia into a 
period of struggles. The realization of 
the crisis which w ill intensify the pro­
cess of rationalization, unemployment, and 
lead to severer attacks on the living stand­
ards of the workers, w ill result in an even 
broader basis for the radicallzation of the 
American workers and their entry into 
struggle. I t  is a process which must be 
analyzed not only in comparison with the 
Leftward movement of the European 
workers, but chiefly on comparison with the 
historical backwardness of the American 
working class. Upon this development is 
conditioned the coming period of struggles 
of the American workers and the necessity 
for the revolutionary Party to understand 
it) and prepare itself properly for it.

—  FROM THE PLATFORM OF 
TH E COMMUNIST OPPOSITION 
ADOPTED (CHICAG O) MAY  
20, 1929.

M I L I T A N T  O U T I N G
Members of the New York branch ot 

the Communist League of America (Oppo- 
ssition) ami sympathizers w ill have an 
outing Sunday. June 22, at Hunter Island 
Hikers will meet at Pelham Bay Park Sta­
tion at 10:30 a. m.

Bring lunch, bathing suits and sport 
equipment.

Red A rm y M en Urge 
Trotsky’s Recall

With the deepest indignation we Rus- 
sian Red Army men who under the lead­
ership of Troteky created the victorious 
Red Army and fought in its ranks on nu­
merous fronts to triumph over the counter­
revolution, now learn that Stalin threatens 
our work. For almost six years the Stalin­
ist leadership, having usurped the helm 
of the Pari» has been menacing the achieve­
ments of Ihe revolution.

That which millions of proletarians con. 
quered under Lenin and Trotsky and thou­
sands of Red Army fighters secured by 
their blood, is now endangered by the vac­
illating policies of the Stalinists, now lfean 
ing to social democracy now to anarchism.

We w ill not permit our work to be 
destroyed.

We will not believe that* Leon Trotsky 
organizer of the victory of the Russian and 
therewith the International working clasa
has become untrue to our colors.

But we do see clearly that the Stalin regime 
which dies not hesitate to shoot prolet­
arian revolutionaries is by its policies pre­
paring grave disasters for the U. S. S. R. 
and the International revolution.

The deportation of Leon Trotsky waa 
a serious and shameful blow at the Soviet 
Union. The workers of the world will ne­
ver understand nor approve this measure.

We call upon all who fought shoulder 
to shoulder with Trotaky in the Red Army 
to return to their posts of struggle. The 
former soldiers of the Red Army who are 
scattered throughout Europe must stand 
on guard.

Organize that the banner of the Red 
Army and the Soviet Union of the interna­
tional revolution is once more raised on 
high as in the days of Lenin and Trotsky.

Comrades, rally to the ranks of the 
Left Opposition.

Demand the recall of I,eon Trotsky to 
the Soviet Union, to the Party and the 
leadership of the Comintern.

Down with the disloyal Stalinists! 
Long live the Left proletarian wing ot 

Lenin!
Long live the world revolution!

—RED ARMY MEN OF SLOVAKIA
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