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International Labor

Day

May Day, 1930 is beforé us. The mob-
ilize.sion of the working class to show the
golidarity of labor before the ruling class
{3 an elemental task for all class-conscious
and revolutionary workers. It is the duty
of every worker to participate in the meoet-
ings and demonstrations. of the workers
on that day. All forces must unite to pre-
sent a common, broad, militant front be-
fore the common enemy—the capitalist
class of this country,

Outstanding on May Day, 1930, is the
13th year of the existence of the Soviet
‘Republic, the first Workers Republic of the
world, the fortress of the international pro-
letarian revolution, The- defense of lits
heritage, its victories, the fight for its
preservation, is the first major task of the
workers of all lands.

In the United States, mass un mploy-
meént is the gaunt spectre haunting ‘the
lives of million of workingmen and women.
Labor on May Day needs to demonstrate
and demand from the ruling capitalist  lass
either work or compensation for the unem-
ployed. Immediate fighting tasks for the
American working masses are the struggle
for the seven hour day and the five day
week; for social insurance at the expense
of the bosses and government; for the fight
against the deadly speed-up system.

‘The masses ¢f American workers are
unorganized into any labor organization.
Before the militants, the Left wing, the
Communists, is the common responsibility
to engage actively for the organizattion
of the wunorganized into fighting labor
unions, The capitalist class in the United
States is still on the offensve, endeavor-
fug to smash all organizations of the work-
ing class. The unhited resistance of the pro-
gressive and Left wing of the labor move-
ment iz needed to resist the capitalist offen-
sive and tc prepare the forces of the work-
ers in dué time themselves to take the
offensive agalnst the bosses and the capit-
alist government, -

A duty of the American masses is to
demand the recognition of the “oviet Union
by the United States government and espec-
fally sto demand that the United States
shall extend long-term credits to the So-
vlet Union, which, at one and the same time
aid_ -partially to relieve the unemployed
situation in the United States and the ec-
onomic development of the Soviet Union,

The common struggle for the abolition
of capitalist society and the establishment
of workers rule, for a society without ex-
ploitation of one class over another remains
a8 before. On May Day, 1930, let the
workers join in solidarity against the cap-
italist system and resolve to carry on a
fight for its overthrow.

I. L. P. «Turns Left»

The Birmingham conference of the
1. L. P. has just passed by under the lead-
ership of the Left wing-led by Maxton, What
is of the greatest significance is the formal
decision not only to endorse the opposition
to the MacDnald-contrlled Parliamentary
Labr Party, but to instruct the 30 members
following Maxton to establish themselves
as a separate group in the House of Com-
mons with the purpose of organized oppo-
sition to the MacDonald regime, This in
itselt will not, of course, lead to the fall
of the Labor government, sinca the 59 1ib-
érals will make up for the loss. But the
Birmingham decisions are of immense sig-
nificance as ind(catlve of the trend devel-
oping in the raans of the Y. L, P. which
include many revolutionary, it temporarily
-conf1sed militants, An article giving »
more detailed analysis of the signifoance
of the conferemce appears next week.

MAY DAY INNEW YORK

With the Militant Workers

Against Whalen and the Legionaries!

ALL WORKERS OUT TO RUTGERS SQUARE ON THE FIRST OF MAY

The pure democracy of Walker and
Whalen has spoken and the right to the
streets on May Day has been granted
equally to all citizens of good conduct! Here
the American Legion, the Russian White
Guards and the thousands of police armed
to the teeth to protect and assist the re-
actionary forces—all’ on Union Square.
There the militant workers of New York,
with the Communists in the van-—at Rut-
gers Square, with permission to march
along a democratically prescribed route to
Union Square after it had been *cleared”
of the Legion and its Russian thugs-in-law,
Elsewhere the respectable “soclalists”, who
gather in the dark in quiet halls to con-
demn the un-democratic Communists and
demand the removal of Whalen so that he
may be replaced by another good democrat
who will club only Communists : not “in-
nocent citizens and bystanders” as well.

No more democratic arrangement could
be expected from the guardians of Amer-
ican capitalist liberty. The socialists are
given full rights to spew their mean venom
upon the revolutionary movement. The
black hundreds of the American Legion
and their Russian co-blackguards are gen-
erously handed the Square which is tra-
ditionally the meeting place of the militant
workers., The police are given the liberal
right to use their clubs and tear gas
bombs against workers who demonstrate
their solidarity on May Day. The militant
workers are given the right to be threat-
ened by police club and machine gun if
they don't behave on the streets like Sun-
day school boys., The Communist leaders
Foster, Minor, Amter, Raymond and Les-
tor are given the right to rest in democrat-
ic prison for demonsirating on the free
streets.

Caplialists on the Offensive

"“he capitalist class in New York, the
wisest in the country, has shown its pow-
er, It is not on the defensive! It is on
the ofiensive! It knows the possibilities
given the revolutionary movement in the
unemployment situation, and it is curbing
it from the outset, It granted Union Square
to the Communists on March 6th, and then

showed its power by the savage, unprece-
dently brutal, manner in which it Lroke
up the demon:tration. As pious lovers of
democracy, it did not refuse the Commun-
ist Party a permit for Union Square on
May Day. No! It merely organized its
band >f toughs in the American Legion, al-
lotted 10,000 well-armed police to help
them, and installed them in Union Square:

It calculated on the weakness of the
revolutionary movement to contest the hold-
ing of the Square with the armed Legion-
aries, White Guards and police. They
would have reckoned in vain had the lead-
ers of the official Communist Party suc-
ceeded in mobilizing such a mass move-
ment of workers as would enable them to
challenge the usurpers of our May Day
meeting place, But the irresponsible, false
policie of this leadership. have compro-
mised the chances for such a success in
advance.

The Communist Party has decided to
retreat from its original plan. to start its
demonstration in Union Square and com-
test for place with the Legion. It will, in-
stead, hold its demonstration in Rutgers
Square, The step is a correct one. It was
indicatec by us previously 'in the Miliiant
and under the circumstances was not to
be avoided: The isolation to which the
leaders of the Party have doomed the mem-
bership made the Union Square contest dif-
ficult. But the fact that it has been a
retreat has mnot been acknowledged: and
that is necessary., The workers must learn
to distinguish a retreat from an advance,
Those who tell the workers that a retreat
s not really n retreat but a. victory, are
criminally misleading them and preventing
them from judging thelr own future. Upon
the Party leaders and the Dally Worker
fail the guilt of this light-minded mis-ed-
ucation.

The alleged “majority group” (the Love-
stone Right wing) is overjoyed at the re-
treat., They speculated upon it and the
hopes that the blunders of the Stalinist
leaders would lead to a crushing defeat in
Union Square for the Party and a justifie-
ation for the cowardly policy of perman-
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UNEMPLOYMENT UNRELIEVED

The situation remains dismal for the
millions of unemployed workers. in the
United States, who are occupied with the
discouraging task of seeking non-existent
jobs. Neither Spring nor Hoover have
brought the awaited acceleration of em-
ployment. The report on industrial active
ity for the month of March, issued by
Francis J. Jones, director general of the
United States Employment Service of the
Department of Labor, Washington, has to
admit continued wide-spread unemployment
and depression in the outstanding trades,
manufactures and industries, The report
in part, states:

“...There was no great improve-
ment in industrial actlvity during March
... The iron and steel industry has not
reached normal operations and unem-
ployment continued among the workers.,

“Curtalled schedules continued in
the boot and shoe industry, particularly
in the New Hngland. ‘States, where &

large. number of workers were: employed

on . part-time basis, with quite a num-
bor idle...”
Nor. .is. the picture a prettier ome for

the cotton textile workers.

“The cotton-textile industry remained
unchanged, with g large volume of tex-
tile mill laborers working part-time and
many ungmployed...”

Pittsburg reports for the steel trades,
expressed both publicly and privately, are
gloomy. As per New York Times report,
they “bhave a strongly.conservative tinge”.
As we have stated hefore, the economic
reaction is world-wide aund is taking its
immense toll eveywhere through added
joblessness and misery for the workers.
The reports from Germany are that the
steel market has grown more inactive,
both. in ingot steel and in the rolling
milis, The steel trust is about to dls-
charge 5,000 workmen and the Siemens &
Halske company, 2,000, according to Ber-
1in dispatches,

P

LOWELL, Mass.—All uanion. bricklayers
in Lowell are on strike for the 40-hour week
with a compensatory wage Increase from
$1.50 to $1.65 am hour.
not grent the increase, -

Employers would

ent retreat which is the present line of
Lovestone and Company. In the past, Love-
stone went along with, and initiated, every
criminal adventure for which his whole re-
gime in the Party was noted. Today he has
developed under the tutelage of that mas-
ter of falling backward, Brandler, to the
policy of criminal and permanent retreat.

The Militant, on the contrary, declared
in its last issue: “The Party cannot fight
this battle alone. It must appeal to the
masses,. Upon the volume of support which
the masses give to this cppal, clearly man-
ifested beforehand, depends ‘the question
whether. the Communists should accept the
challenge to fight for the Square on May
Day, or make a temporary retreat: before
stronger forces of the enemy. All efforts in
the next- days must be concentrated in go-
ing to the masses with this issue.”

The Party leaders failed -to do this.
They made the retreat inevitable with threir
narrow policy. But for Lovestone, retreat
is a constant Inevitability,. May Day will
show: Upon the strength of the Rutgers
Square demonstration, upon the numbers
whi¢h have responded to the call, upon the
tempoof workers assembled, still depends
the question of whether Mr. Whalen “and
hi® Legionaries shall be allowed to usurp
the -workers center in Union Square ‘un-
challenged.

Organize Labor's Resistante

The New York May Day demonstration
is the most important one in the country.
It is confronted with a growing offensive of
the capitalist class and it must strengthen
the resistance of the workers. It is the
enemy that is on the offensive; the workers
are on the “offensive” only in the fantastic
proclamations of the Dally Worker. It is
the enemy that dared to carry through the
scandalous trial of the five Communists,
with a denial of jury trial, of bail, of de-
fense witnesses, in Star Chamber, and with
the imposition of brutal, maximum sen-
tences. It is the enemy that dared fc the
first time In years to take over Union
Square with its Leglonaries, Foxr the first
time in history the White Guard rats are
out of thelr holes and offering to join the
Legionaries to Jght Communism in Amer-
ica.

The warkers must answer at the May
Day meeting, But th Party leaders make a
well-organized and concerted answer diffi-
cult, Their slogan of the “general polit-
ical strike” wunder presen{ circumstances
is unrefined stupidity, guaranteed only to
discredit this valuable slogan, The work-
ers must rally to Rutgers fquare, around
the demands for work or compensation, for
the 7 hour day and five day weelk, for social
insurance, for extensive credits to the So-
viet Union as a measure of alleviating un-
employment misery, for the defense of the
arrested Communist leaders.

The workers must give voice to their
solidarity and demand a fighting unite(
front against unemployment, the main
problem of the American working class to-.
day. The Party members must press upon
the bureaucrai.c layer that stifies Party
democracy and imitiative, and compel a
united front of all revolutionary elements,

“The Communist Opposition is in solidarity

with the May Day demonstration and will
be found in its ranks, A solid mass of
workers, capable of acting intelligently
and niilitantly ,will be our reply to tle
provocative, Cossack attacks of Whalen and
his paymasters,

ON'MAY DAY—ALL NEW YORK MIL.
ITANTS TO RUTGERS SQUARE.
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The Policy of Bluff in
the N. T. W. U.

Instead of sticking to the facts of the
present condition of the National Textile
'orkers Union, Clarence Miller, the “*hird
period” secretary of that organization, in
% vecent statement issued to the Federated
makes the usual bombastic account

that has become the style in all unions
and . other organizations controlled by the
Blalinized leadership of the Communlst
Anyone who has the least knowledge of

‘the past 'activities of the N. T. W. U. can
geadily notice the Munchausen remarks
imade in behalf of the union by the in-
mompetent Miller, It is in line with the

present policy of the Party to disregard

the tiue conditions and to broadcast those
things which look good in print.

After reading the statement in question,
the unacquainted reader gains the impres-
‘Sjon- that the N, T. W. U. is many times
more powerful than it actually is. It starts
off. by ennouncing that since the unfon
convention last December, haif a million
Joutlets have been distributed, Of course,
## the organization had distributed that
mantty pleces of working class literature to
the hundreds of thousands of unorganized
textile workers of this country it would be
fulte an achievement. Iowever, it is fer
from the truth.

The Southern Membership and Organizers

The imaginative Miller adds that at
the present time the N. T. W. hasg 4,000
ddes paying members in the Southern dis-
tricts of the union, 'This also is exactly the
opposite from the facts of the case, From
the time that the Gastonia strike started,
practically none of the SBouthern textile
watkers who joined the union has paid any
dies. Especially is this true in the Gas-
tonfa section where the strike made it im-
possible for them to do so, due to the lack
of fumls. When the strike was ended, not
Oﬂy did the workers find it impossible to
oy dues, but they practically were un-
atle to hold any union meetings ‘whatgo-
ever, -due to the terrorist Committees of
One Hundred organized by the mill owners.

‘Up until several months ago, the na-
tional office of the N. T. W. U, had no
yecord whatsoever as to how many South-
ern textile - workers signed application
blanks in the union, Actually the N.T.W,
had practically no Southern dues paying
members several months ago, or at the
present  time, when Miller issuyes his col-
orful statement to the Federated Press
which, while it may make nice reading, is
just hokum.

‘sifller also stated that the N.T.W.U.
al the present time has 40 full time organ-
1zers ‘covering 15 districts, including 16 in
the Seath, Without going into detail as to
the Test of the country, it is sufficient to
remark that in the South, where the
chance for real organization work is bright,
organizers have Leen withdrawn from the
field, so that at the present, only a skel-
tton of the unlon remains, giving almost
w clear field to the United Textile Workers
Unlon, with its policy of betrayal.

The possibilities for the growth of the
N, B W. U, are good ,but only by fol-
lowinx a correct policy. To issue state~
ments such as Miller's, undermines the
workers whom the union is appealing to.
Win the official Communist Party continue
its oluft poliey In the N, T. W. U, as it
180 does in other unions which it controls,
pr start a real organization campaign?

The continuation of the former policy
will mean the withering away of the N.T.W.
The latter policy will result in participating
In he day by day struggles of the textile
workers and the building of the organiza-
tion. The issue is clear and a decision
must be reached. It is up to the rank and
file mermbers to demand the adoption of the
gecond line of action. —FRANK BROMLEY

‘S8AN DIEGO, Calif.—Scveral San Diego
locals including the Culinary Allance re-
port to the Federated Trades and Labor
Council that 509 of their members are
jobless., Machinists reported that the navy
I8 using enlisted men for work formerly
jone by shore workers, alleging lack -of
funds.

ment in particular,
gularly by subscribing for it now.

Max Shachtman, editor of the Militant, has just returped from Europe,
after spending a number of weeks with comrade L. D. Trotsky in Prinkipo,
attending the unification conference of he German Left Opposition, and the
International Conference of the Opposition in Paris.
Militant, beginning with next week we will print a number of articles by
Shachtman on the international conference, the prospects of the Opposition
in 3urope,especially in France and Germany, on the visit to comrade Trotsky,
when many questions were discussed which are of interest and importance not
only to the revolutionary movement as a whole but for the American move-
Watch for these articles and insure getting the Militant re-

In coming issues of the

BLUMKIN [ISSUE WILL
NOT DOWN

In Bulletin No. 8 of the committee of
the 9th district (France) we read the
following:

Blamkin Affair: In a few words, Meche
described what Blumkin had been—a mil-
itant Holshevik who, until the 24th of
December, the date of his death, held a
responsible position in the U, 8, 8. R.
About the 15th of Deecember, after having
paid a visit to Trotsky, he brought-back
a letter from the latter, a letter which was
intercepted by the G. P. U. It is believed
thiat Blumkin was thereupon condemned to
death and executed. These are rumors
which are neither confirmed nor denied by
the Communist Party press. Meche be-
lieves that it is the role of the Internation-
a8l Red Aid (in the United States the In-
ternational Labor Defense—KEd.) to institute
an inquiry for the exact facts. Rouquin
objecta that Meche puts the question in a
political manner., As far as he is con-
cerned, it is not at all the role of the LR:A.

to make the inquiry, but that of the Op-.

position: that afterwards, if the rumors
are well founded, perhaps the I. R. A, will
have something to say.

The Bulletin adds that discussion on
the question will continue, for it has not
been settled, and 1t seems to have deeply
interested the rank and file militants.

Those of our comrades from the Opposition
-—or sympathizers—who are active in the
1. R. A. should take advantage of the 50
days between now and the Nationmal Con-
gress of th I. R. A, to ask at the meetlngs
of the basic units gquestions which should
be linked with the deportation of militant
Communists to Siberia and the murder of
Blumkin, LA VERITE

Ford Makes Profits on Men

DBETROIT-—(FP)—The halance sheet of
the Ford Motdr Co., just made public, dis-
closes that the compapy made nearly $82,-
000,000 during 1929, This contrasted with
a deficit of $72,000,000 during 1928, Thus, a
net gain of $154,000,000 was registered dur-
ing the past year.

This huge increase was in large part
sweated from the thousands who work for
Ford. During 1929 speedup and wage cut-
ting became notorious at the Rouge. So
much so that workers would go to the
Rouge only as & lJast resort, It took the
present depression to drive them there in
thousands. Only workers who have never
been in Detroit have a good word for
Henry,

The speedup which accompanied the 5-
day week was 80 successful that Ford ad-
mitted himself well pleased with results,
‘Workers, who were promised a wage in-
crease commensurate with their incres.e in
production, were not at all pleased with re-
sults—they got wage cuts instead of in-
creases. .
Ford Cuts Wages

The wage cuts took place in the following
manner: Workers are promised a period-
ical raise when they go to work. Up until
the beginning of last year these increases
took place rather regularly, Then the com-
pany not only stopped granting the increas-
es out began cutting high wage men by
“transferring” them te another depar{ment.
‘Thuys, $7.20 workers found themselves get-
ting $6 and $6.80 « day. Whatever grumb-
ling they might have on that, was quickly
stilled when they saw the thousands clamor-
ing for jobs when Henry had the Associated
Press advertise for 30,000 men for him. The
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almost incredibie jump in unemployment
which took. pla:e in October last finally
“put them in their places.,”

Besides that, the company has broad-
ened its policy of letfing out parts contracts
to outside firms—that is, to sweat shops.
In this way thousands of high wage work-
ers have been laid off and the company is
getting the beneficial results of $3 a day
labor while getting none of the odium which
attaches to so frank exploitation.

By such methods did Ford pile up his
millions last year.

325 MINIMUM FOR N. Y. GIRL

NEW YORK~-Confronted with the prob-
lem of finding lving quarters for many
girl ‘workers who come to New York City
expecting: to find jobs and live alone on
thelr wages, tke Welfare Council has is-
sued the following warning: “Stay away
from New. York unless you have an assured
income of ‘at least $25 a week. This allows
only $8 for rent, $10.50 for food, $3.86
for clothing, $1.25 for carfare, $1.40 for
recreation and nothing for laundry, med-
ical care or emergencies.

WINNIPEG—(FP)—The biennial con-
vention of the Canadian shopmen organ-
ized in the American Federation of Labor
meets in Winnipeg June 2.

NEW ORLEANS—Union railroad train-
men have protested the confirmation of
Yellow Dog Parker to the supreme bench.
the Poliy of bul in the National ext Union

POLICE CHARGE INTO CROWD
OF JOBLESS

CLEVELAND—(FP)—Four workers were
hurt as mounted police charged a crowd
of unemployed when a speaker allowed &
red kerchief to fly in the breeze for a
second, ‘The unemployed* were gathered
in the Public Sguare to listen to the
report of a committee which had demanded
aid for the unemployed from the Commun-
ity fund. The police were waliting for the
sHghtest provocation to charge the crowd.

WOONSOCKET, R. ).—(FP)—Despite
business men's promises to Hoover, wage
reductions of 20% bave been put into effect
at the Royal and Artic Mills of B. B. and
R. Knight,

SAN FRANCISCO—1,200 union taxi driv-
ers are asking a wage increase of $4 to §6
a day and a 9-hour day to replace the 10-
hour shift,

PITTSBURGH CAR MEN STAND PAT
FOR BORE PAY

PITTSBURGH—(FP)~Ey a vote of 1. 819
to 112, union street car men are standing
pat on their demand for a b cent increase
on 2-men cars and a 15 cents boost for 1-
man car operators. The increases would
mean 75 cents an hour on the larger cars
and 90 cents on the smaller. The union is
also seeking six days' work with seven
days pay.

FURNITURE WORKERS GET 49
CENT WAGE
WASHINGTON—Average hourly wages
of  furmiture workrs in this country last
autumn were 49 cents, and@ the average
full-time week's work was 51.9 hours, ac-

cording to the report of a study made by

the Bureau of Labor Statistics,

ALBANY, N. Y.~BEwmployment in rep-
resentative New York factories continued
to decrease in March., Every month since-
October has shown a decrease in employ-
ment compared with the preceding month.

CHICAGO—The bakers union has signed
up five hitherto non-unfon shops in Chicago.
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JOBLESS TOLD TO
LEAVE DETROIT

DETROIT—(FP)—The automobile ine
dustry has been infiiied to such an extent
that only a “migration of labor” will serl-
ously affect unemployment here, says a re-
port issued by the Union Trust Co. The
review tries to be optimistic in its outlook
for Detroit but has to admit that the only .
grounds for its optimism, “did not occur
in any branch of industry or trade, but
were financial in nature,”

The report concludes, “Indications do
not point to a complete solution of the
unemployment situation in the immediate
future.”

As though to give added emphasis to
this comment reports are current here that
thre Hudzon Motor Car Co. has laid off 8,000
men. At the end of last week 2,000 were
laid off, it.is known. Warkers say that an
additional 6,000 were laid off this week-end.

Workers - from the Ternstedt Mfg. Co.,
a Genéral Motors aubsidiary, have furnished
the foliowing revealing table:

Spring 1929 Spring 1930
6-dayweek- 4-day week
Two Shifts One Shiff
9 hours 8 hours
Night and Day Reduced force

on days
“Nothing Dolng”

Former workers who applied for jobs
at this company were told that “there won't
be anything doing for at least a month.”

Downtown department stores have also
been forced to retrench on their already
severely reduced staffs:. Two shifts are
being installed—one from 9-1, the other
from 1-5. This will bring salaries of counter
girls and checkers down to about $5-6 per
week: Salesgirls may be able to squeeze
out $10-12 oen the new schedule.

Welfare department officials admit 20,
000 families dependent on the department
during March—an increase of . 6,000 over
February.

Figures assembled by the Union Trust
Co. Indicate Februvary, 1939 automobile pro=
duction as 33% below that of February,
1929, Building permits have declined 70%
below normal.

The local situation' has becomle so acute
that the city council admitted the exist-
ence of unemployment by adding five coun=
cilmen to an unemployment committee of
eminent Detroiters. There is no labor
represeniation on the committce, Workers
expect no help from that quarter—come
mittees have been committeeing since last
October but idleness increases and hunger
is ever more barsh. The workers want
action,

BANKERS MOVE PHILA. HOSIERY €O,
SOUTH TO GET SCAB LABOR

PHILADELPHIA—Over 356 union hose
iery workers will be jobless here when the
Cadet Knitting Co. recently purchased by
southern bankers, moves its plant to Co-
lumbia, Tenm, At the new location the
plant will operate non-union.

The purchaser is Caldwell & Co., Ine
vestment Bankers, Nashville, At the pree
sent time they are operating an opext shop
plant at Decatur, Ala,, where workers are
forced to sign yellow dog contracts. Pro-

‘ducts from both the Alabama and the Tene

nessee vlant will be finish-processed in
Philadelphia.

BOSTON-—Over 4,500 workers in Mass-
acbusetts factories were edded to the une
employed army in March, according to
state departmnt of labor figures. A de-
crease of 159% in hosiery workers’ eme
ployment was caused by mills which shut
down entirely “foy reorganization”. In 19
of 25 cities canvassed only half the plants
employed 50% or more of the worlers full
time.
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then your subscription to the Militunt has
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The Autobiography of Leon Trotsky

MY LIFE, by Leon Trotsky. Chas Seribner’s
Son. 660 pages. On Sale by the Militant
for $5.60 per copy.

The profoundest contribution the aver-
age bourgeofs thinker has made to analyz-
ing the struggle between the principal cur-
rents in ‘the modern revoluiionary move-
ment which have clashed most violently
in the Soviet repulilic has been that it is
a struggle between Trotsky and Stalin “for
power”, Particulariy is this the concep-
tion of the Jpetty bourgeols and his intele
lectual off-spring, that hopeless section of
modorn soclety which constantly seeks sal-
vation from the hammer and anvil by the
intervention of some great man who has no
relation to the classes and stands above
them. It may be added that this idea has
not failed to find nourishment in the hide-
ous propaganda against the Russian Marx-
ists conducted for almost seven years now
by the ruling apparatus, especiaily in the
whispering campaign of the earlier periods
of the fight in which slanders were circu-
lated against Trotsky that nobody—at least
in those ays—dared to say or write
publicly.

Such a notion is not a new one. It
did not arise for the first thne in connection
with the fight of the Opposition against the
backsliding apparatus. Similar profound
struggles have been explained in this way
by philistines and small minds: one need
but refer to the seas of ink expended in
showing that the First International was
wrecked on the reef of personal antagonism
and place-seeking between Marx and Ba-
kunin, The same shabby criterion will un-
doubtedly be applied in future social battles
where outstanding personalities or outstand-
ing mediocrities occupy a large place on
the canvas of events, And that is so per-
haps because there cannot yet be estab-
lished, in the welter of ideas that make up
social thought, a law against stupidity and
fgnorance.

The Role of the Individual in History

This does not mean to deny, but rather
to aftirm, that individuals play an enor-
mous role and often a decisive one in the
development or rectardation of historical
procosses. It is on the reverse side of the
philistine's blind adoration for all-sufficien-
¢y and omnipotence of “great men” that
he frequently marks his mystic awe be-
fore the course of social forces which he
does not understand and is incapable of
influencing or guiding forward—an inab-
flity which he sometimes erects into a
universal law. Man doed not make history
out of the whole cloth, said Marx; but
nevertheless he makes it. And great men
make great history. They are produced by
social comvulsions and conflicts and in
turn they influence their production, There-
in lies the inter-connection between the
conflict and harmony of outstanding men
and outstanding events, of individuals and
the social struggle. And therein lfes the
great value, the permanent significance of
comrade Trotsky’s autobiography, It is
as much a vital contribution to the comr-
flict and harmonies we have mentioned as
it is their product. It could only be writ-
ten as a result of a social war on a huge
scale, In itaelf it is a batile fought-and
won. .
That it i8, a8 the reviewers everywhere
have remarked, a work of extraordinary Ht-
erary qualities, (it is one of the greatest
literary: works of our time), that it is un-
commonly absorbing reading aside from all
other considerations, that the book bas &
brilliant arresting style, an unusual power
of aarrative, that warm sense of humor,
the wealth of imagery and color which has
placed him in the front ranks of the mo-
dern writers—all this only enhances its
worth, but does not determine it.

The Making of a Revolutionist

A review of a book 1s obviously noi the
book. In this case it can omly be a quite
insufficient commen{ on some of its most
interesting sections, & comment which grays
before the vividness of its subject, ‘

Trotsky's life has of course been im-
timately bound up with the development of
the most important event of our age, the
Russian proletarian revolution, since the
end of the last century. Kifty years of
age, by far the greater part of his life
been unchangingly devofed to the accom-
plishment and furtherance of the prolet-

arian revelution and its alme.

The breath-taking varlety of the cir-
cumstances under which he has pursued

this life-work makes his book read like a
romance of adventure. At the age of 18,
he “ad already plunged up to Lis ears in
the _arliest revolutionary organizations, in
Odessa, where he immediately occupied an
active and prominent place. At 19, follow-
ing a czarist raid, he was given his first
taste of prison life, From prison he was
sent into his first Siberian exile, the first
of three, from two of which lie escaped,
and from the last of which he was de-
ported to Turkey by the usurpers who are
so cruelly squandering the glovious her-
itage of the Russian revolution.

In his first exile abroad he made the
acquaintance of the leaders of the then
united Russian social democracy, also in
exile: Lenin, Plechanov, Martov, Deutsch,
Zusulitch and others, He had come before
a crucial moment in the history of the
Russian movement, the split between the
majority (Bolsheviks) and the minority
(Mensheviks), a split that involved his first
break with Lenin which the record-forgers
have so monstrously exaggerated and mis-
represented in recent times. On the eve
of the 1905 revolution, he was back again
in- St. Petersburg under an assumed name,
and when the uprising occurred, he was
named the president of the Petersburg
Soviet of Workers Deputies after the un-
missed disappearance of its first chairman,
the democratic lawyer, Khrustalyov. The
leader and spokesman of this dawn of the
more lasting regplution to come more than
a decade later, he was arrested after its
defeat together with the other deputies and
following a seonsational trial, exiled once
more to the Siberian wastes, only to es-
cape abroad again.

Trotsky’s Activity in Exile

For years in the teeming life of the
emigrated and exiled Russian social dem-
orracy, be was head over heels absorbed in
the struggles of the two principal factions
(Bolsheviks and Meneheviks), denounced
now by the one, now by the other, but at
all times energetically laboring to assemble
an armory for the inevitable second Rus-
sian revolution. True internationalist, he
did not confine his activities to the Rus-
sian movement, He was found at the in-
ternational congress, at conventions of the
then imposing (German social democracy, in
Austria, in the Balkans, making life-long
political and personal acquaintanceships in
one place, as with Rakovsky, or venomous
and implacable foes in another—Trotsky is
hardly. noted for any gentleness or hypo-
critical softness in his relationy with polit-
ical opponents!

After the fearful collapse of the Se-
cond International under the earthquake of
the imperialist war, the fighter i3 again
in the front ranks, raking the German social
traitors with the same ferocity as the
French “Defenders of the Fatherland”, and
condemned alike not only by them but also
by their warring masters: In contumaelum
by the German Junkers and by expulsion
from ¥France. Expulsion also from Spain.
Then a voyage to the new world—his only
trip to the United States. In this country,
an editor of the Russian Marxist journal,
Novy Mir, and a foundation layer—with em-

igrated Russians, with Lore, with Fraina .

and others—of the movement which took
form in the Socialist Propaganda League,
and later formed one of the elements that
organized the necessary split of the corrupt
Socialist Party and formed the Communist
movement in America, En route back to
Russia with the first news of the Kcerensky
revolution, he is interned in a Canadlan
concentration camp, deported, and then the
arrival in Petrograd to be, with Lenin, the
organizer and leader of the great victory.
The Truth Confoands the Stalinist Liars

His actlvities in and after the revo-
lution itself, in the best years of the young
dictatorship and of the Communist Inter-
national are rich and indelible, and not ali
the oceans of mud, not all the befogging
clouds of official propaganda can succeed
in ¢oncealing them now for any lengilh of
time or for any subgtantial amount of
people. History was too deeply engraved
in that perlod to be recarved today or
eraged by filling the tracings with tha im-
permanent putty of official fraud factories.
The -simple re-telling of the events which
really took place are sufficlent to bring
out the original precision of those carvings
in highest rellef. The few hundred pages
of the book ars a mortal blow to the whote

new school of whet, for lack of a more ap~
propriate designation, is called the Stalinist
historian, bought and paid for to write
history as it never happened for the pur-
pose of weaving a moustrously inexact le-
gend about the egqually monstous figure of
Stalin. It is as though all the labors of
these dark figsures were brought togothor
into one mnisshapen form and crushed under
the congentrated truth of Trotsky's book.
1t is in this connection that Trotsky runs
to questions that have frequently been
posed by revolutionary workers: To pre-
cisely what extent is the struggle between
the Marxist wing and the bureaucratic ap-
paratus a “personal” struggle, one of “in-
dividuals”; and why is it that the Oppo-
sition, the leaders and foremost fighters
for the revolution, was defeated in the
Party which was in the best sense of the
word its own? The answer is not too
difficult to find.

A period of social convulsions and
surge, a period of revolutionary advance,
brings into the foreground the great indi-
viduals of the advancing class, I.t for a
period of stagnation, or for a periud of i .-
action, men of colorless talents are re-
quired—not a period of counter-revolution,
it is clear ,for that also requires men who
are in a certain sense great men, but of
a period of peaceful reaction, so to speak,

Iin a conversation with Trotsky, bis
friend Skylansky sald: *“You know, it is
amazing how, during this last period, the
meéan, the self-satisfied mediocrity is push-
ing itself into every sphere. And all of
it finds in Stalin its leader. Where does
it allgcome from?”

“This is the reaction after the great
social and psychological strain of the first
years of revolution,” Trotsky replied. “A
victorious counter-revolution may develop
its great men. But its first stage, th: Ther-
midor, demands mediocrities 'who can't see
farther than their noses. Their strength
lies in. their -political blindness, like the
mill-horse that thinks that he is moving
up when really he is only pushing down the
belt-wheel. A horse that sees is incapable
of doing the work.”

How Mediocrities Like aliz AriYe

The period of reaction that set in in
Russia after the tragic defeats of the rev-
olutions in Germany and Bulgaria in 1923
and the subsequent retardation of the rev-
olutionary movement in Kurope-~the only
real salvation for an isolated Russian So-

.clalist state—*produced” its Stalin with the

same inexorablemcs tha! it “required” the
organizational beheading of the revolution-
ary section of the Party., It “required” the
campaign against the pestiferous Trotsky-
ists and their internal din and bustle, their
“gectarian’” {nsistence upon the “perman-
ent revolution”, their contempt for the
sweet lulling music of socialism in ome
country, their constant prodding of the
soft and self-contented, the revolutionist of
yesterday who had hecome a “solid” Soviet
citizen, who had “made” th¥® revolutica in
the sweat of his brow and was anxioug to
settle down quietly to enjoy the fruits ot {t
without being interrupted by the clamor-
ous requirements of the international rev-
olution. Only a period of soclal anl polit-
ical reaction could—to continue with inad-
oquate “personal’ similies and analogies—
accomplish the monstrous historical pere
versions, these sleight-of-hand tricks by
which a Lenin and a Trotsky are changed
for a Stalin er a...Molotov, the rebel Eng-
l{sh miner for a Purcetl, the Chinese coolle
for a Chiang Kai Shok, the Russian fac-
tory workers for the office bureaucrat, the
poor peasant for the smug kulak who will
“grow into zocialism”. No other answer to
the two questions, which are one questionm,
can find a place in the mosaic of recent
events,
The Stalintst Intrigue against the Bolshevik
Revotutionists
But for such an enormous displace-
ment of things, for such a turning of values
upon their head, a most iantricate and eclab-
orate mechanism is needed, for processes
in social life are not eatirely realized by
themselves. It is with an examination of
the mechanics of the change, and not only
with its dynamics, that a good section of the
biography is occupfed. With an uncornmon
meticulousness and respect for facte, Trot-
sky traces every intrigue sgainst the revo-
lutionary wing ot the Party, and agalnst
fimself, in particular, as its most notable
expoaent. He takes all the otherwise un-

“of the past.

related figures of the time, all th: events,
all the discounected threads of men and
things, and puts them together in their
proper place. The resull is i@ completely
woven frabric. distinct in every intertwine
ing of its cords, that enables the reader to
understand and foilow that horrible enorme
ity that has been the beginning and end of
wisdom in the official Communist movement
since Lenin died: the campaign against &
socalled Trotskyism. Noi every lie can be
replied to: that wculd require a Britannica;
but the new ones and the old ones served
up with a new sauce which are important
or haracteristic are destroyed with a sure
glcal efficiency and completeness. It ia
much less a defense than an atta:k, It
takes the men and less than men who are
in today's high places. It tells us who
taey are, how and why they got there,
We are startled by thingy we formerly
only suspected or never knew. We lerrn
for the first time for instance that sccres
upon scores of those self-labelled “Old
Tnsheviks”, who, we Lad been taught for
3 1, had been “loyal disciples of T.enin
#..1 Bolshevism” for anywhere from 20 to
30 years—the while Trotsky was a scounde
relly Menshevik, concllliator or what you
will—were in cold reality (before the revo-
lution, and some afterwards as well!) not
only in the camp of Menshivsm, but even
further to the right. Between 19056 and
1917, many of these two-for-a-penny “Old
Bolsheviks” were at best revolutionary dems-
ocrats, or else had quit the movement en-
tirely and retired to a quiet bourgeois life
We begin here to learn something about
these sturdy “Old Dolsheviks” like Gussev
who left the movement for ten years in tho
hard days of the reaction and turned up in
1925 in the United States to ‘each us that
the essence of Bolshevism in this country
consisted in the cabled manufhcture of
Lovestone, Pepper and Ruthenberg aa the
consecrated Leninistic leaders of the Amer-
ican Party. Trotsky mentions many others
like Gussev to onc extent or another, Yar-
oslavsky, Ordjonikize, Petrovsky of the Uk-
raine for instance, and their heroic deeds
Had Trotsky been guilty at
any time of half of their colossal blunders
and conceptions that had not even & hat-
tipping acquaintance with Marxism, Stalin
would undoubtedly have dared to exile him
in 1924 instead of waiting four years long-
er! It {s precisely such pecople who find
o place in the present period; in the first
five years of the revolution the movement
went -forward without eve- suspecting
t¥:ir existence—it never maifiered.

A Great Political Document

Of them all, naturally, Stalin emerges
the worsi. The full length portrait Trot-
sky draws of him is a murderous one-~for
Stalin. No man can live long as a political
figure of any consequence with so deadly
an epitaph written for him, one may say,
in advance. Im regard to the history of the
campaign against “Trotskyism'”, the facts,
events and persons involved, the book
stands as a challenge to every serious
revolutionist. It is no platitude, but =«
profound truth, to say that he who dares
road it, eneisy though he may be at thé
commencement, must end by being, at the
vory least, tremendously influenced by Trot-
sky's point of view., We hope that every
rebel worker, aud particularly every work-
er in the ofticial Communist Party will ac-
cept the challenge.

The -conclusion of the book-— where
Trotsky so splemdidly castigates the dem-
ooratic illusionista of the whole world on
the subject of his application to the right
of asylum—shows him at once oblivious to
any ‘“personal tragedy” and quletly con-
fident of the future. Anybody who has
been fortunate enough to be with him even
for a few days on the deserted islet of Prin-
kipo and seen himm at work with the same
energy, devotion and self-assurance that
marked him when he led the victorious Red
Army, will know fmmediately that what he
says about the future is not pretty litera-
ture but a patural conviction, the certainty
that the course of events, interrupted and
diverted from their proper line of march
though they may be for the moment, must
eventually vindicate the foreseeings and
foretellings of revolutionary Marxism, The
work of the Communist Opposition is &
contribytion to this vindication. The auto-
blography of ocomrade Trotsky is another
It s a battie fought—and won.

~—MAX SHACHTMAN
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PURE AND TRANSPARENT AS CRYSTALs

By ALFA

Mysterious things arve happening in
the headquarters of the Commiunis: Inter-
national. The Apparatus has grown so
powerful that it does not feel any longer
embarrassed to perform its secret *func-
tions” in the open. Articles and docu-
ments are being published that obviously
have some very special--one may say,
. occult, meaning. In these articles the
priests of the first rank speak a language
which can only be understood by the priests
of the second rank, To those of the third
circle, the occult meanings of their lan-
guage ls unintelligible, and ordinary mor-
tals can only guess what it is all about.

‘Number 1 (1930) of the magazine Bol.
shevik—the principal cook-shop of Lureau-
eratical mysticism and mystification, con-
taing three speeches of Stalin, which he
made in May, 1929, at the Praesidium of the
Comintern -and its Committees.

The editors of the magazine have pains-
tokingly emphasized, in the case of each
8peech, that it “is heing published for the
first time”. But they have not explained
for what reason’these old— and alas, very
poor speeches are set up in type-at all,
The speeches belong to the.period when
Lovestone, being still a member of the
Praesidium of ‘the Comintern, was compet-
ing with Foster for the position of priest of
the first rank, - The description of their
competitfon, given in the speech, is not
without a certain cynical precision. Here
-i8 how realistically Stalin has pictured the
fight batween these two clans for the right
to represent in the United States the last
revelations of Leninism.

The Race Between Lovestone
and Foster

“The Foster group, wanting to dem-
onstrate its loyalty to the Russian Party,
declares litself ‘Stalinist’.  Very well!
We, the Lovestoneites, will go farther
than the Foster group, and we will de-
mand that comrade Bucharin be recalled
from the Communist International. Let
the Fosterites try to beat that! We will
show those people in Moscow how we
Americans can play the market! The
Foster group, wanting to demonstrate its
intimacy with the Communist Interna-
tional, demands that the decision of the
Communist International about the re-
moval of Pepper be carried out. Very

" well!  We, the Lovestoneites, will go

_ further, and expel comrade Pepper from
the Party, Let the Fosterites try to beat
that! We will show those people in
Moscow how we Americans can play the
market.” (The Bolshevik, 1930, No. 1
page 10.)

To value these llnes adequately, one
must remember that the talk is mot about
brokers, after all, but about two factions,
one of which had been leading the Amer-
fcan party for several years, and had put
through the renowned campaign against
Trotskyism, The other has subsequently
been placed at the head of the American
party in order to fulfill the tasks of the
“third period”. )

Why Does Stalin Publish These
Speeches Now?

‘One can not help asking: What pur-
pose does stalin pursue in publishing these
ppeeches today, many months after they
were spoken, and thus publicly placing on
foster, who is holding so high the banner
pf Stalinism, on the same level with Love-
stone who was expelled from the Commun-
{st International? 'The mystery Is great.
Such an unexpected publication of speeches,
wmade in the most secret conferences, would
be simply incomprehengible, it one did
not assume some new machinations behind
the Scenes, about which the priests of the
first degree consider it timely to forewarn
the priests of the second.

But can one be permitted to make such
a disrespectful assumption? From other
remarks in the speech of Stalin it would
appear not. -The general theme -of the
speech is—although you might not believe
it—revolutionary. morals, Yes, yes. No
joking, Here is what the gifteq orator
has to say about it.

“Bither we are Leninists, and our
relations with each other, ag weil as the
relation between the different sections
and the Communist International, must
be built on mutual confidence, must be

pure and transparent as crystal, and
*hen there must be no roon: in our rela-
tions for rosten diplomatical tricks..,
Or else we are not Leninists, and then..”

...and then, of course, everything is
permitted: intrigues, falsity, dark hints,
vile slanders, murder from ambush,

However, in so far as Stalin is a Len-
inist, he is, according to his own attesta-
tion “pure and transparent as crystal”. To
what extent this {s true of him has heen,
as is well known, once and forever testi-
fied by Lenin himself in deseribing his
character as disloyal, What then is the
meaning of this unexpected pubiication of
an old speech? For there must be a
meaning. ’

Was it. done only in order to complete-
ly discredit the expelled Lovestone? Sup-
poge we udmit that. What then about
Foster?  Why does the pure and transpar-
ent moralist cast mud at the same time on
the present leader of this Party?

Let us read further!

The Mud upon the Crystal

“To characterize the way in which
pure Commufiist morals are belng dis-
torted and covered with mud in the pro-
cess -of factional struggle, we could re-
fer to such facts as, for instance, my
conversation with comrades Foster and
Lovestone...I am talking about the con-
versation which took place at the time
of the Sixth Congress. It is character-
istic that in correspondence with his
friends comrade Foster alludes to this
conversation as something mysterious,
something that should not be mentioned
aloud...Where does this mysticism come
from? And what is it for, dear com-
rades? What could there be mysterious
about my conversation with comrades
Foster and Lovestone? To hear these
comrades, one might think that I was
talking to them about things which I
would be ashamed to tell you about.
3ut this is absurd, dear comrades. And
what is all this mysticism for? 1Is it
so difficult to understand that I have no-
thing to hide from comrades? 1Is it
difficult to understand that I am always,
at any moment, ready to relate to the
ecomrades all the contents of my con-
versation with Foster and ILovestone
from the beginning to the end”. (Page 11,
emphasis ours.) _

Thus Foster is accused of no more and
no less a crime than “distorting” and ‘cov-
ering with mud the Communist morals”.
But Foster is the head of the Communist
Party in the United States! Foster igd
a member of the Praesidium of the Com-
munist International, How are we to un-
derstand this?

We do not demand that every Commun-
ist, even thougjt he belong to the breed of
the leaders, should be necessarily “pure
and transparent as crystal”, That would
be. a too high, indeei,a superhuman cri-
terfum. But still, between “crystal” and
“mud” there are many intervening grada-
tions. How shall a simple mortal explain
to himself the fact that a player of the
market, Lovestone, has been replaced by
Foster; who covers with mud “the pure
Communist morals”., And why—thig is the
point of the question—does the pure-and-
transparent-as-crystal leader of leaders,
find it necessary to disclose this hidden
disgrace so many months after the muddy
Foster has replaced the gambler, Lovestone,
at the wheel of government?

Avrriving at a Decision

At least we learn from thess Speeches—
what, to tell the truth, we did not doubt
before—that Foster won his victory, not at
all against Stalin but on the contrary, with
the help of some conversation with Stalin
behind the scenes, “Where does this mys-
ticism come from, and what for, dear com-
rades.” Precisely: where trom and what
for? Is it so difficult to undetstand that
Stalin has nothing to bide from the com-
rades? 1s it so difficult to understand that
Stalin {8 “ready at any moment to relate
to the comrades all and everything from
the beginning to the end”--all, decidedly
all? .

In spite of our bewilderment, we can
not resist the temptation of a hypothesis:
Isn’t this just a first step towards

overtbrowing Foster? It seems impossible
otherwise to understand the necessity of
slandering a recently appointed leader, nix-
ing him with mud. Nor is the situnation
simplified by the following words in Sta-
Iin’s speech:

“Where ‘is the solution?’ he asks
himself, and answers; “Comrade Foster
suggested one plausible solution. Ac-
cording to his proposition it 'is neces-
sary to transfer the leadership to the
minority (i, e., the Foster group). Can
this solution be accepted? No, it can not
be accepted. The delegation of the E.C,
C.I. made a mistake when it sharply
dissoclated itself with the majority
group (the Lovestone group) and did
not at the same time dissociate itselt
with the minority groups. The proposi-
tion of comrade Foster with ali its con-
sequences falls of its own wveight.” (Page
12,)

It seems that in May 1929, Stalin flatly
refused Foster the right to inherit Love-
tone’s place, Was it quite flat, thouga, his
refusal? At that time it was understood that
Foster had still to show proofs of his
“loyalty” '

Foster Proves His Loyalty

Stalin was accusing Foster, as if in-
cidentally, of having been ready, in the
interests of factional struggle with Love-
stone, to use the “hidden Trotskyists”.
That was, in May 1929, the chief accusa-
tion. The task of Stalin's sermon, then,
was not to discredit but to intimidate Fos-
ter. And it was wholly succesful,  Foster
produced In abundance all the degxanded
proofs of loyalty. In his struggle against
the Left Opposition he outdid himself. Ang
in consequence, after a private conversation
with Stalin in Moscow, Foster receives into
his own hands the American “apparatus”
and...from being a minority became a ma-
jority. During this operation while lFoster
was successfully “covering with mud” Com-
munist morals, Stalin kept silent. But now.
when Foster has completely received int
his hands the destinies of offlcial Commun-
{sm in the United States, Stalin publishes
his previous sermon with a mysterious
note: “Published for the first time”,

The . matter is complicated still more
by the following quif® unexpected attack:

“Foster and Bittelman”"—the orator
here becomes indignant—'‘do not see any-
thing improper in declaring themselves
“Stalinists” in order to demonstrate their
loyalty to the Russian Communist Party.
But thig {s really indecent, dear comnrades.
Do you not know that there are not (!),
and there must not be (!!) any ‘Stalinists’?
‘Why should such indecencies be permitted
from a minority?’ (page 9)

It appears that to declare oneself a
Stalinist is really indecent. Who would
have thought so? In the same number of
the Bolshevik, another “crystal”, smaller
in gize, but no less transparent—Kuugsinen
—proves in 20 closely set pages that to be
a Stalinist is the first, and as a matter of
fact, the only duty of every offlcial serfously
interested in his own fate.” The article of
the incomparable hero of the Finnish revo-
lution of 1918, i3 even entitled: “Stalin and
the Bolshevisation of the Party”

Kuussinen Mumbles « Amens

‘With his usual brilliancy, the author
proves that all Its successes in China,
England and other countries, the Com-
munist International owes to Stalin—all
its defeats to someone else, On his part,
Stalin praises Kuusginen highly in his
speech. But we have to belive that all
thig {8 just a mere accident, which has
nothing to do with the case. If Kuussinen
in January 1930 declares himself a Stalinist
to the length of 20 pages, it is his private
business. But when in May 1929, Foster
made similar announcements, he was try-
ing to play on a rise of the market, and it
was “really indecent, dear comrades".

Can it be that all this taken together
is just a sad misunderstanding? It seems
that’ we shall have to believe so, becauge—
“Comrades, the Communist International is
not a stock market, after all, ‘The Com-
munist International is the Holy of Holies
of the working class. You must not con-
fuse the Comintern with the Stock Ex-
change.,” Such are the incomparable, pure-
ly-Stalinist formnlae. Thev are taken from

the same speech.

But nevertheless we hold to our con-
viction- that everything in the world bas
its cause, and everything in politics its
purpose, 1s it possible to assume that this
speech is “being pubished for the first
time” only in order to prove once more the
political incorruptability of Stalin?

What Next for Foster?

Taken by itself such an assumption is
not absolutely incredible in the present
“third period”—a period characterized
above all by its monstrcus, arch-American,
shamefully-indecent advertisement of the
personalities of the super-leadership. 'Still
it is difficult to imagine that the reputations
of the as yct undeposed leaders of the se-
cond rank- might be dragged im the mud
without -any evident necessity—just casual-
ly besmirched in passing. If this is really
80, it means that a new phase of the
Bonapartist degeneration of the bureau-
cratic regime has arrived—a phase in
which even the nearest associates are re-
garded in the same light as the “mob’”

But we think that the nub of the mattey
is mnot omly there, All the precedents—
and there are more than few—point to
the conclusion that in Stalin's faction the
Foster stock is zolng down. Why? W. do
not know. We know only that it is not for
reasons of principle. In that fleld it is
doubtful whether Foster '3 imclined to
cause any difficulties. What is the mntter
then? The mystery has not Yet emerged’
from ‘the keeping of the priests of the,
first two ranks. But why not ask the
author of the speeches ahout it? He iy the
one who has no taste for mysteries. *Ig
it so difficult to understand, that (he) has
nothing to hide from the comrades?  Is it
80 difficult to understand that (he) is al-
ways ready, at any moment {o tell the com-
rades, from beginning to end—everyihing,
everything” ... except,, perhaps, how and
why he murdered Blumkin?! (We in! 1 to
have «n answer to that question tor:?

...But TFoster, it seems, ought tn he
getting ready for a change of life—unless,
indeed, the publication of this article
should save him.

L3 & L]

P. 3. Pravda on March Tth brings the
news that Stalin’s speeches on the Amer-
ican question are published in the rorm
of a pamphlet., The first edition is 160,000
coples, We were right. 'The maiter is
much more “profound” than 1t could have
secmed to an outsider. However, such ap
unexpected circulation of such inane
speeches ( except for cynical casuistries
there is nothing in them)-—does not offer
any key to the mystery. 100,000! Then
it was really meant for the muasses. But
what will the masses make out of this
sudden commentary on the sudden career
of Foster? Is this new edition merely de-
signad to show Foster that the hoss is not
joking? Or is this apocalyptical eirculation
only a by-product of the efficiency of the
administrators as in the case of collectivie
satlon? It cerfainly becomes more and
more difficult to find your way among the

zig-zag of the general line, —A.
(0]
POLICE HELP AUTO PLANT SUBDUB

NEGRO WORKERS

MEMPHIS, Tenn.—(FP)—Two bun~
dred Negro workers, at the gates of the
Murgay Wood Products Co. to protest
against the abusiveness of white foremen
and the Drutality of company detectives,’
were foreibly dispersed and the mill placed
under guard.

Police clubbed one young Negro un-.
conscious recently for arguing with an-
other employee and on another occasion de-
tectives hired by the company called for.
police ald because a Negro truck driver
objected to being cursed by a white foreman

Murray Wood Products Co., manufac-
turers of auto bodies, does now believe in
wasting money on wages. Unskilled men
are started in at 20-25 cents an hour, but
even this apparently is not low enough
to suit Murray, which has been operating
in Memphis for nearly a year. A large
number of colored women have bLeen
brought in to do men's work at hall the
pay. For a nominal 10-hour day which in
practise extends to 12, 13 and even 14
hours, they get $1.25 plus a bonus. A bonus
however doesn’t amount to more ‘than $t
or $2 a week for women or $3-4 for m-n.
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THE CRISIS OF ITALIAN FASCISM

This much is certain—the economic cri-
sls in Italy is growing more acute every
day. The phases of this worsening are not’
the common manifestations of the crisis of
capitalism to which the influence of tfor-
elgn capital or some displacement in the
international constellation of the *‘state of
industry” might bring temporary relief, ar-
tificially reviving this or that branch of pro-
duction, On the contrary this intensification
of the crisis assumes the form of a reckon-
ing to which we once applied the term, “the
balance sheet of the blood and misery of the
Italian proletariat”.

Besides this sanguinary’ adjustment of
the balance of class forces, fascism is faced
with problems that a mortal crisis impose
on the capitalist regime of every country.

The fascist solution of these problems is-

to guide industrial development along the
llnes commanded by the lenders of capital
who have come to the support of the Itallan
industry in difficulties, through the action

of the world exchanges,becanse thelr in-.

terests demand it, or rather because the con-
tradictions between the rival imperialist
groups force such a course or them.

Agriculture; on the other hand. which
has been orientated towards the alleged pos-
-sibllities of Italian independence from for-
eign exports, has rcached the limits of its
‘natural resources and is moving in a closed
circle—a condition from which the state-
subsidized financiers and big land-owners
derive all the advantages, leaving the iosses
to be borne by the middle and impoverished
strata of the “rural population”.

The Economic Stages of Fascist

Development

Tlsewhere capitalism has been able to
.80lve economic problems by virtue of the
important factors of colonial possessions or
the possibility of expanding the apparatus
of production, In Italy, where these factors
are lacking, capitzlism can find no way out

other than by the increasingly intensified .

exploitation of the working class. After
the initial triumph of capitalism over the
workers’ agitation of 1922, came the second
stage. o, the capitalist offensive preceded
by the consolidation of the. bourgeois
power (march on Rome) which marked the
capltalist success as against the agitation
of 1924-25. Following the second stage
came a third, opened by the strengthening
of the political domination of capitalism
by means of the exceptional laws which
violently strangled the working class in
1927.

This latest phase has now ended with
the presentation of the balance sheet of
fascist economic policy from 1922 to 1929,
One must add that this ecomomic policy
has not even the merit of originality: it is
a caricature of the economie policy in-
augurated and defended by the “anti-fas-

{sts”, It is Nitti who 1s the recognized
engineer of the “anti-Fascist concentra-
tlon”, ‘The only difference lies in the fact

that Mussolini accompanted this policy with
his system of violence and terror while
the anti-fascist would have wepplied the
less expensive and surer method of demo-
oratic deception of manoeuvering with the
middle classes and backward section of
the proletariat, limiting repreéssion to the
proletarian vanguard.
Nitti or Mussolini?

That it has been Mussolini -and not
Nitti who for seven years has represented
the Italian bourgeoisie is due solely to the
fact that only terrorism could ward off the
‘revolutionary menace to capitalism. This
does not prevent capitalism now, however
(thanks to the results obtained by seven
years of terror and the plight to which the
Communist’ movement has been reduced
by Centrism) from believing itself capable

f successfully ‘intervening in the working
clags movement by attempting to substitute
Nitti for Mussolini, or to engineer a com-
bination of Nitti and Mussolinl.

After the first victory of capitallsm,
there was a second and then a third. At
the very moment when Italian capitalism
is obliged fo present its economic balance,
the classic proletarian belt has had to be
tightene@ to its last motch, DBut after this
balance, what is the outlook for capitallst
economy? A radical change is impossible,
This is implied not only in our general
thesis of the mortal crisis of capitalism, but
also .in view of the actual and specific
conditions of Italian ecomomy which can
live only by the intérvention of foreign
capitalism and the bloody attack on the
‘ving standards and wages of the workers.

Tiat ann ~f ¢hoge two conditions (the in-

tervention by repeated spurts of foreign
capital) begin to fail, and where will Ital-
ian capitalism turn? The answer to this
question is obvious—the re-inforced op-
pression of the working class, at the very
time when the inevitable sharpening of an-
tagonisms will furnish the propitious con-
dition for a movement of organized resist-
ance to fascism and the bhourgeoisie.

The “Concentrationist” (Anit-Faselsts) Afm
for a Soclal-Democratic Government
-In good time we outlived the terms of

this problem — and were continually re-

pulsed by the Centrists who have turned
not their first and not thelr last bhand-
spring. We tried to show that the essen-
tial factors in the manoeuvering of fascist
policy (Vatican, plebiscite, tentative over-
tures to the concentration) and.the inter-
nal dissensions of the fascist party were
to be found in the economic reasons which
forecast in the near future a new offen-
sive on.the miserable wages of the Italian
workers. '
And ‘the news recently made public
clearly shows this capitalist offensive
against which transpired the episodes of
resistance in Pouilles, Sulmona, Turin,

Faenza and Milan, - The “Concentration”

(anti-fascist) press which is anxious to

prove.to the bourgeoisie the futility and

dangers of fascism, and the benefits and
advantages of a social-democratic govern-
ment, tried to point out that these incidents,
which followed each other in rapid suc-
cession, were without any inner connection.

Put the “Concentration” deceives itself

when it pretends that the substitution of

an anti-fascist -for a fascist governing pei-
sonel can take place as a pacific transfer

of power from one hand to another. In-

actual fgct, -however, the “Concentration”
for whom this perspective is bound up
with -its direct and indirect relations with
the foreign powers, and the forces of Anglo-
American imperialism, understands per-

fectly. that the perspective which would.

permit its accession to power is very dif-
ferent. _
The Proletarfan Insurreetion Only Can

Defeat Fascism

The struggle against fascism can only.

be settled by a proletarian insurrection; it
is therefore in the proletarlan camp that it
is necessary for the “Concentration” to
conquer such positions. so that, in the
course of the insurrection, it could inter-
vene to direct the proletarian movement
from its revolutionary development and into
the channel of the conservation of the cap-
italist regime, This explains. why a con-
siderable element of the Centrist anti-
fascist ideology of the Italian Communist
Party bas found its way into the “Concen-
tration” (popular revolution, constituent
assembly, Labriolism of the latest cut).
The fact, moreover, that many of the po-
litical views of the Left Communists have
been frapdulently adopted by Centrism—
for domesti¢ requirements in the struggle
against us—can only increase the confu-
sion. Far from acting as a stimulus to the
struggle, Centrism is an element of disin-
tegration, leading the workers to doubt the
correctness of a proletarian policy instead
of getting them to realize that what they
ought to doubt, by unmasking its artificial
shifts of scenery—is Centrism itself,

The evolution of the “Concentration”,
owing to the necessity of deceiving the pro-
letariat and that of Centrism from the need
of fighting the Left—these are the political
barriers between which the. movements of
resistance and. rebellion against Italian fas-
clsm, are condemned to oscillate, They are
the political barriers upon which the events
of Poullles, Sulmona, Turin; Faenza and
Milan supervened. One thing is sure:
efther the workers will succeed in smash-
ing these barriers, or their movements wiil
follow an extremely bloody and painful
course, permitting Italian capitalism to reg-
ister new successes.

The two most recent mmements, the
character of which we must closely anal-
yvze are those of Faenza and Milan,

The Outbreaks at Faenza—a Signal of
the Future

At Faenza the colllsions occured at
two different times. In the first, Donati,
who had reached. the breaking-point of en-
durance, killed a few of the nmost notor-
ious fascisti. Thereupon the fascists im-
mediately mobilized . their forces; ' their
objective was not, however, as on many
other occasions, to wreak general devasta-
tion, but to cover the ground with corpses
by means of floggings,  During this fascist

mobilization, a family in the suburb of
Santa-Lucia, offered up heroic resistance
and some of their assailants were killed.
These two incidents bear not the character
of an explosion of individual hatred, but
of an encounter which fits in with events,
which elsewhere too, preceded and fol-
lowed it. These peasants aimed to make

-a breach in the apparatus of brutal repres-

worsening of the living conditions of the
workers,, - By their sacrifices, they dem-
onstrated that only violence could make
this breach.

It is interesting to observe what was
the reaction of the defensive mechanism
of fascism, and why it did not have recourse
to the usual form of reprisals. - The pre-
gent plan of Fascism is to “individualize”
the reprisals on the peasants who resist
and are already at the disposal of the
Special Tribunal. It is consequently be-
cause Fascism understands that, if mobili-

‘zation and carnage in any given locality

may still be possible—the condltions now
exist (verified by the simultaneous char-
acter of the recent anti-fascist incidents)
which could transform an expedition into
one or several districts into a revolutionary
movement.

Faenza showed that the possibility of
enduring fascist persecutions bhag now
reached its extreme limit; that against
these persecutions violent and ‘aimed re-
sistance is developing; and that the appar-
atus of repression, instead of pursuing the
familiar tactic of collective reprisals, is
‘hesitating, and from fear of the growing
-unrest, is “individualizing” its reprisals,
The Economle Causes of the Milan Movement

At Milan, the motives which occasion-
ed the manifestations of- Slesto and Miani-
Silvestri, rise more orless directly “rom the
economic situation,

It is a familiar fact that capitalism, be-
fore or in the course of an offensive for
wage reductions, embarks op disimssals.
To effect these staff reductions, in cohnec-
tion . with the reduced. possibility of the
sale of commodities, the employers have de-
cided on wholesale let-outs. The workers
set themselvgs in motion to prevent this
plan of the bosses from being put into
effect with a struggle:—the scope of the
movement and the conduct of the dispute
again proved that. fascism did not resort
to the system of wholesale violence and
destruction oat ¢f fohr of the consequences
that would follow a fresh massacre. The
federal sccretary of the Milan Fasclst Or-
ganization, speaking of the workers move-
ments of Mlani-Silvestri, tried toprove that
the workers were. not guilty of the man-
ifestations attributed to them. The old
I'ascist tactic would have been {o mobilize
the apparatus of re:;~ession against the
“adversaries .of the regime”,

- Italy is gripped in the frame-work ot‘

an economic policy which has no other”
possibility of development than a new of-
fensive against the standards of the work-
ers, the safety valve of capitalism in the
sharpening -economic crisis. What are the
conditions which could enable the prolet-
arian movement fo uproot and orush the
capitalist dictatorship? )
The Proletariat Must Lead the Struggle

‘ Against FaseiSm
We have always protested against the
pretended analogy between the fascist and
Tsarist dictatorship, 1In Italy vou have a
dictatcrship of capitalism; in Russia you
had a government of the class which pre-
ceded the bourgeoisie in its historic role
and which one cannot confound with the
bourgeoisie at all, For this reasom, in
Russia the break-down of the Tsarist ma-
chine could results from a workers’ and
peasants’ movment, and also from the
conflict’ and friction between capitalism and
the feudal classes. In Italy on ‘the other
hand, the overthrow of ths fascist appar-
atus can only be brought about by proletar-
ijan movements., If these movements do
not develop, if they are mnot gathered to-
gother and coordinated, the enemy appar-
atus will maintain its repressive force. This
very aspect of fascism as a representative
of the interests of capitalism, and the spe-
cific conditions and social relations in
Italy, where the proletarian revolution is
on the order of the day, bring into relief the
the regime in Polanad or the Baltic countries.
differences between the Italian regime and
In view of the weakness of its political
position, Centrisn: would like to maintain
its prestige by prcrosing the following
species of “revolutionary theorem"” to the
masses: “the more perfect the operation
of the repressive apparatus of capitalism,

FAENZA AMD
MILAN

the more is the political path we choose
correct.” This curious childiskness, ap-
plied to the’ltalian situation, would mean
that the road of the revolution is one that
proceeds not through the weakening of fas-
cism, but through its consolidation until
the happy day when capitalism can appeal

.to all its imposing fascist and. social-dem-

ocratic forces, and set im motion .all" the
forces at its disposal in the present situa-
tion of balance of class forces, On that
day the machine-guns of the proletarian
vanguard will be recognized by the enemy
as in the right.

For Marxists, however, the road of
the revolution runs through the consoli-
dated blocs of all the leading forces of
capital, fascist and social-democrdtic; to
the point where tlhieir control disintegrates
and the proletariat can adva.ce and con-
quer,

Policy of Centrism Has Beeu Ruluous

Practically speaking, the crumbling of
the enemy ‘forces depends on two essential
factors: the economic situation and the ac-
tivity of the proletariat through the chan-
nel of .its Party. In the present Italian
situation, the element of “economic crisis”.
existe—what: is lacking is the activity and
capacity of the proletariat. In place of a
real  capacity for struggle by the Party,
we have in reality the political obstacles
whioh have been mentioned-—the action of the
social-democracy and the ruinous effects
of Centrism on Communist policy.

As regards the social-democracy, the
experience of the Italian proletariat thege
last ten years speaks for itself,

As for the Centrists, in their analysis
of the Sulmona and Faenza events, they put
themselves to needless trouble when they
try to infer from a distribution of leatlets
etc. the existence of an organization able
to lead the movement.

In the prasent situation, where or-
ganization is illegal, the elements permit-
ting of the establishimnent of an organized.
force, or of a force capable of creating an
organization, when the situation  will per-
mit, are those who show the capacity of a
Party -to politically envisage events, and
assuring the confidence of the mass in the
Party, a confidence capable of assuring
leadership and development to the move-
ments that arise.

Intluence of Stalinized Communist Party at
Minimum

Faenza, Sulmona and Milan show clear-
ly that the influence of the Party as an
organizing factor in the masses has been
reduced to its minimum. It individual
militants in the Party fight very actively
in the movement, that is not enough to re-
place the enormous loss of prestige of the
Party as an organization. This loss flows
from the international mistakes of the
movement, and particularly from the fac:
that those who ought to be leading the
revolution in Italy are at the same time
helping to exercise their repression on the
revolutionary vanguard in Russia,

There are .numeroug indications that
many elements of the Party are opposed
to the disastrous tactic 'of Centrism and are
evolving in the direction of our group.
The Centrist bureaucrats are greatly mis-
taken if they believe that plenty of monev
and plenty of 1lles can perpetuate their
leadership, ‘The latter arises not from our
“will” but because there are revolutionary
reasons and requirements, as recent events
prove.

.The fact that Sulmona and Faenza pre-
ceded Milan, the fact that the ianifesta-
tions of violence were of a much clearer
character in the former than in Milan.
raises the question of the relative influ-
ence of workers and peasants in ‘the devel-
opment of the situation.

The Policy of the Left Unltes the Masses
_ for Strnggle

The well-known thesis of the Left is
that the sole path fo liberation lies in
the aniflcaton of the workers’ and peasants!
movemcnts unéer the leadership of the
proletariat. This central position is again
brousht into full relief by the assassina-
tion of Gorton, But the fact that it i
the peasants’ movements which have been
the most violent by comparison with' the
feeble movements in Turin ° and Milan.
shows in itself the seriousness of the sit-
uation.

The development of the revolution in
Russia also taught 08 a lessen on this head.
It the beginnings of the revolution were
embraced in the workers’ movements of
1905 and the magistral policy of the RBol-

( Continued on Paea 73
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The compags by which the revolution-
ary vanguard steers through c.e w....o of
events, striking the necessary baliuce ia-
tween enthusiasm and objectivity—is the
analysis of class relations in dynamic ce-
velopment. This is the method of Marxism,
wnd for decisive reasons—the rich exper-
lences of three revolutions, ceaseless nve-
accupation with” theoretical fundamentals,
sre-eminence of its leadership—it finds its
finest living expression today in the Rus-
sian Opposition. - Because as against the
Thermidorian Right and bureaucratic Cen-
trist factions, its basic line is still that of
the Party under Lenin—the Russian Op-
position is the Left. The Russian Oppo-
sition is the contemporary embcdiment of
Bolshevism hardened for decades in the
struggle agatnst opportunism as the meain
danger inside the labor movement, but also
against “otsovism” against every form of
nitra-Left adventurism, The Russian One
position represents the splritual heritage
of October and the first four congresses of .,
the Third International, The three issuea
which I.D. Trotsky proposed as the touche
stone of adherence to the Left—Anglo-
Russian Committee, Chinese Revolution and
Soviet Economy (national socialism)-—are
no more “merely” tactical differences than
the divisions of Bolshevism and Menshe-
vism over the character of the 190§ revolu-
tion. They go to the root of the Com-
munist program. They involve questions

‘of the estinate of the epoch, the character
of the Russian revolution, the role of the
vanguard, the significance of the soviets,
the national and agrarian problems."

It is clear that between the Marxist
Left that is the Russian Opposition and
the “Left” groupings in the Comintern be-
fore 1924, there is a yawning gulf, Con-
jointly with Lerin, in the period of the
Second Congress, Trotsky demolished the
sectarian abstractions of Gorter and Pan-
nekoek, the theoreticiang of the German
Communist Labor Party ( K. A. P. D).
Conjointly with Lenin, Troi{sky at the Third
Congress no less vigourously engaged the
ultra-Left adventurism (the “Offensive The-
ory”) of the eminent “Leninists” Bela Kunm,
Maslow and Thalheimer, The severe cor-
rection proved such a shock to Thalheimer
that he lost his balance and ultimately
Btaggered into the camp of the extireme
Right, while Maslow declared a permanent
vendetta against the Third Congress as
the work of the Mephisto Trotsky who had
seduced the imnocent Maslowite Lenin.,

These reminiscences of the Second and
particularly the Third Congresses, unfor-
tunately possess more than purely historical
interest. They have a direct bearing on the
subsequent fate of the Leninbund. For
years a whispering and press campaign was
carried on among the Left-inclined worketrs
of Hamburg, Berlin, the Ruhr and else-
where to depict Trotsky as the Right Dan-
ger and Zinoviev and Bucharin as the pat-
ron-saints of the Left! This gross dis-
orientation of the German Left, thé obstin-
ate Opposition to the Third Congress, the
failure correctly to distinguish the tenden-
oles in the Russian Party, were bound up
with the ideological perversions of Maslow.
The blunders of the Leninbund, the Ur-
bahns theory of the so-called “hybrid”
state, its fallaclous analysis of the Ther-
midor, its bankruptcy in the Russo-Chinese
awue, {ts osciliation betwcen Bramdler and

By MAURICE SPECTOR

Korch, all show that the ghost of Maslow
has not yet been laid aud the evil of Zin-
oviev lives after him.

Maslow’s method of approach to tiwe
problems of the Russian and international
revolution was essentially eclectic. It was
the method of the editorial writer who. upon
being asked to compose an article on Chi-
nese Metaphysics read up the Encyclopedia
Britannica under China and Metaphysics
and combined his informnation. Maslow
learned that Lenin’s slogan in the revolu-
tion of 1905 was the demwocratic dictatorship
(bourgeois democracy) and that there were
two revolutions in 1917, He therefore in-
structed his associates that if the world
revolution did not come to the assistance
of Russia, the Bolsheviks would have *to
retreat to the. positions of 1905, that is,
the bourgeois revolution. This fundamen-
tally Menshevik theory is the prop of Ur-
bahn’s conception of “Thermidor”. 1If Kam-
enev and Zinoviev would have had their
way in 1917, the Dolsheviks would never,
of course, have advanced beyond “the pos-
tions of 1905”"—and there would have been
~—an end to the revolution. The proletarian
revolution is not followed by the bourgeois
revolution, the proletarian dictatorship can
be ligunidated only by a Bonapartist or Fas-
cist dictatorship. To conceive of a Ther-
midor as the threshold of bourgeois democ-
racy in Russia in the epoch of imperialism,
and civil war the epoch of the essential
decay of bourgeois democracy is a gro-
tesque misreading of history...In conver-
sation with the writer comrade Urbahns
once -confessed that he had learned “a
great deal” from Maslow, In retrospect, it
would have been better if he had learned
less and forgotten more.

The concrete issue of the Defense of
the Joviet Union brought with it more than
just a settlement of accounts with the
Leninbund leadership. It urgently raised
the problem of the unification of the whole
International Opposition, which was far
from homogeneous in its origins, its tras
ditions and ideology. Here the mature
leadership of the Russian Opposition proved
indispensible, and it exerted the pressure
of its natural prestige in favor of ideological
clarity and against a bloc of motley oppo-
sition tendencies. Already on his arrival
in Constantinople, Trotsky uncompromis-
ingly put an end to all speculations on an
unprinecipled bloc with the Brandler Right.
In equally decisive fashion, he rejected the
contraband of ‘“neo-syndicalism” of the
Revolution Preletarlen ( Monatte-Loriot)
group. Concurrently, he sharply disso-
ciated the Russian Opposition from frater-
nity with those for whom the Opposition
entalled no obligations of mundane polit-
ical activity, for whom Opposition had
become stagnation, routine and a refuge
from Party discipHue.

But of supreme importance in the ideo-
logical fusion of the Imternational Lett is
the question of the Permanent Revolution,
which comrade Trotsky has placed on the
order of the day for discussion., The Op-
position must be -absolutely clear uva tre
significancé of this gquestion. Those who
reject the epigone-manufactured. legend of
“Trotskylsm” must realize that the Per-
manent Revolution is the concentrated anti-
shesis of the revisionist program of nation-
al soclalism, the blve of four classes, the
theory  of stages  (colonial revolution),
Workers and Peasants Partles, the peace-
ful cohabitation of soclaliem and capitalism
the kulak growth {nto socialism (Bucharin),
Why 1s it necessary to bring the Perman-
ent Revolution up now, laments Radek, jus-
tifying his capitulation. During the period
of the first four Congresses of the Inter-
national 1t was not necessary to discuss
the theory of the Permanent Revolution be-
cause Its substance was the strategy of the
International, It i3 the revisicn of Len-
inism by the epigones that bdbrings the
Permarent Revolution into relief as the
essence .of Bolshevism, It is the attempt
of the epigones who bofore Lenin's April
Theses had not advanced beyond the posi-
tion of the bourgeois revelution, and who
would now inflict the international working
class with thelr reactionary theory—that

has raised the question. It Is the exper-
fences of the Chinese Revolution that have
raised the question.

. sions of swift victory-—or capitulation,

The recently pubished theses on the
Permanent Revolution are the re-affirma-
tion in the present period of the April
Theses of Ienin in all their implications.
They link up the national with the Inter-
national, the democratic with the socialist,
the agrarian with the proletarian revolu-
tiong, - They re-affirm that the emancipa-
tion of the peasantry can only come from
the leadership of the proletariat. They
repudiate the idea of two-class parties and
maintain the necessity of the independent
leadership of the Communist Party.

fhe misrepresentations and distortions
of the theory of the Permanent Revolution
—which is Marxist to the bone—was made
possible by the domination of the Party and
Comintern apparatus by the Right-Center
Blo¢ under the pressure of alien class el-
ements, the growing influence of the Kulak,
Nepman -and Bureaucrat.

v

The American Opposition sees ir. the
establishment of an International Bureau
of the Opposition, an International Bulle-
tin and Conference —a tremendously sig-
nificant step forward in the struggle for
the revolutionary line and the winning of
the Comintern from the opportunist-Blan-
quist zig-zag of the internationally organ-
ized Stalin faction.

The American Opposition was formed
under conditions that permitted no illu-
It
was organized after the Sixth Congress,
that is, after the rupture of the bloc with
Zinoviev and the capitulation of the Zip-
ovievists. Our group in America attracted
militants who realized the consequences of

-3 of the International Communist Oppositior.

the step they were taking+~—who saw the
main stream of the Russian Opposition in
the Moscow Opposition of 1824, We are &
“Trotsky” Opposition, .if we may say so
without misunderstanding. We repudiate
all admixtures of Zinovievism and Maslow=
ism, the theories of Souvarine and those
of the Smirnov-Sapronovists. Ia our Plat.
form we justly recognize I.D. Trotsky as
the foremost living teacher and leader of
Bolshevism, the foremost representative
of the legacy of Marx and Lenin,

With the Russian Oppositlon we are
in complete accord that tiie Rakovsky dec-
laration was no gesture of capltulation but
a necessary demonstration of the united
front with the Party. In the rame sense do
we regard the declaration of October 1f
1926 of the Party loyalty of the Gppositiov
~to which Urbahns takes so much excep-
tion.

The situation in the American Com-
munist movement has beem immensely
clarified since the Sixth Congress, and the
greatest contribution in this direction bas
been made by the militanis who formed the
Left Opposition. None of the former Party
groupings are any longer what they once
were, Never was the Lovestone group such
an undisguised and outspoken Right wing.
Never was the unprincipled swamp-like
character of the Foster faction more ap-
parent. Never was there the clear and
outspoken conscious Left wing that the
American Opposition constitutes today, The
limits of the old unprincipled factionalism
and intrigue had their rise in the Zinovieve
Bucharin and Stalin - regimes. The Amer-
ican Opposition has in the short space of
its existence achieved a great revolutionary
educational work for the movement that
will sooner or later bear its fruit. For this
the American Opposition recognizes its his-
toric debt to the Russian Opposition.

MEXICAN WHITE TERROR CONTINUES

Taking advantage of the organizational
weakness and demoralization in the ranks
of the Mexican Communist movement, the
government of the native bourgeosie at
Wall Street’s service continues its series of
repregsions against the Communist and the
labor movement in general through a series
of arrests of the leaders on trumped up
charges and the regular smashing of labor
organizations, .

On February [ the new president-
“elect”, Pascual Ortiz Rublo was officially
inaugurated to office, Iven the elements
that supported him  realized that the
election would not have been won on legal
grounds over the two opposing candidates,

Jose Vasconcelos on the one hand
and Pedro Rodriguez Triana, candi-
date of the “Workers and Pea-

ants Bloc” on the other. Terrorism was
used to keep the enemies of Ortiz Rubio
from the polis and then he was proclaimed
elected by over two million votes as against
a few tens of thousands for each of the
opposing candidates. As an expression of
the popular sentiment against this fake
eloction Danmiel Flores, a youth of liberal-
patriotic tendencles, attempted to assassin.
ate the new president on the very day of
his inauguration, inflicting several serious
wounds. But wild hogs and Mexican presi-
dents ofttimes have tough hides and the
incident was utilized by the governmental
forces as an excuse for a whole series of
repressions against the leading elements in
opposition to the existing regime. Num-
erous Communists, syndicalists, anarchists
and “Vasconcelistas,” supporters of the
candidate Vasconcelos (who was supported
simultaneously by large elements of the
workers and peasants in spite of being
sympathetic towards the catholicg)., ¥lores
was tortured as were several of the other
detained elements, including several Com-
munists, to secure a declaratior that the
whole thing was a Communist plot. During
a demonstration of the Left wing forces in
Mexico City where by a great effort the
C.P, could mobilize 400 workers on March
20, still more comrades were imprisoned
including several leading members of the
Left Communist Opposition. ’

Communist Oppositionists Deported

According to latest reports it appears that
dus to the goverament's inability to bring
concrete charges or the holding of a trial.

most of the comrades detained in the capi-
tal an; also the five who had been sent
to the penal cclony in the “Islas Marias”

have bLeen freed again, with the exception
of two foreigners, Esteban Pavletich, a Per

uvian attached to the general staff of the
Nicaraguan leader, C.A. Sandino, and Rus~
sel Blackwell (Rosalio Negrete) of the Left
Communist Opposition, both of whom were
deported from the country.

There appeared recently in the press
of thiz country notices 1o the effect that
the Mexican authorities had nipped in the
bud a “Communist revolution” in the State
of Veracruz. Although we have no definite

-information as yet it seems that once more

the same method is being used to give an.
excuse to the government for continued
repreasions against the revolutionary move-
ment. We do not believe that the advene
turous course of the Stalinist leadership in
the Mexican party can be so bad as to
attempt an insurrectionary movement at.
this time. '

The candidate of the Workers and PeaSe:
ants Bloc that took part in the last presis’
dential election in. Mexico under direction
of the Mexican Comimunist Party, in the
midst of the repiossions agalnst the moves
ment, made a pullic declaration congratue
lating Grtiz Rublv for having won at the
polls (!) and pledging the elements of the
Workers and Peasant: Rloc¢ to support the
presapt regime.

@

MOONEY INCENSED BY LIBERTY
MYSTERY YARN

SAN QUENTIN, Cal,— (FP)— Tom

Mooney is incensed by falsified accounts of
the San Trancisco preparedmess day ex-
plosion contained In a “mystery” series in
Liberty, reactionary weekly. Ile declares
the article was prepared from prosecution
records and that no attempt was made to
interview defense counsel or himself,

“To them,” Mooney remarked, “it meaas
money, & bit of public sensationalism, and
perhaps a few extra magazines sales. To
me it means vindication, freedom. Why
didn’t they bother to get their facts ac-
curate and fair?" Liberty has offered $1,000
for the Lest solution to the Mooney-Biilings
“mystery”, which is no mystery to those
famillar with the frameup.
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THE EVENTS IN INDIA The Naval “Pact”

In recent weeks the struggle of the In-
fian proletariat and peasantry against the
ptense exploitation of Pritish imperialism
nd their home bourgeoisie, and for in-
-ependence has heen intensified. In Calcutta
ix were killed and over 100 injured in a
‘emonstration agalnst the domination of
sritish capitalism. One killed and over
hirty-three injured in XKarachi. Similar
onditions are to be observed everywhere.
[rolley cars turned over and burned, tele-
rraph wirds cut, means of communication
.estroyed, are evidence of the temper of the
aasses. The British government is using
wery conceivable form of repression against
@ Indian proletariat. Armored cars, police
smed with guns, lances, and sticks, militia,
ind civil troops are mobilized to thwart the
truggle. )

Thus far the movement is under the
sadership of the Swaraji Party, the organ-
tation of the national bourgeoisie and
stty-bourgeoisie, Under the head of Gandhi
rith a policy of non-resistance, the move-
aent is being misled into channels that
il spell its death., When the Indian Nation-
{ist Party, through the initiative of Gandhi,
dopted at their congress in January, the
esolution calling for “complete Indian in~
ependence’” it only expressed the presgure
¢ the masses. Gandhi’s “march to the
pa,” with the intentions of boycotting the
@it Laws, and in this manner struggle for
Adependence, carried with it elements that
pstroyed the original purpose, It must
ke remembered that the policy of Gandhi
md the Party 18 that the independence of
hdia cam only he gained through a boy-
otting of the products of Great Britian
@14 a “struggle” for independence with 2
blicy of non-resistance (non-violence) to
te British government. “Non-resistance”
b the severe exploitation that the Indian
rasses undergo, to the shooting of striking
aid, demonstrating workers, can only re-
alt in the betrayal of the revolutionary
rovement in India.

'The Masses Struggle Despite Gandhi

Paradoxical as it may seem, Gandhi's
robilization of the masses, on the basis

non-resistance has already taken the
firm of militant struggle and RESISTANCE

the masses to the brutal regime of the

tish “Soclalist” government. The demon-
t iting workers have taken the only pos-
8. 3 course in the struggle against the
d ination of the British government—open
8 .ggle and resistance It has as always
oorstepped the limits which the policy of
Gindhi places on the movement for inde-
padence.

India is the foundation rock of the
Bitish Empire, The British investment
in India today is over four billion dollars.
Oer fourteen percent of the British ex-
pets are sent to India. 1t is easy to under-
stnd, then, why the struggle of the Indian
ppletariat and peasantry for independence
wil meet the stubborn resistance of the
Bitish government., That stubborn resist-
ae is already exhibited in the present
Torisals, One can easily see how much
fircer will be the resistance of the Brit-
Js  government when the movement for
iniependence outstrips its present stage and
raches the point of an open conquest for
per. . ‘

The British Labor Government Defends
the Empire

The role of the “socialist government
ol Great Britain is highly jlluminating.
Tie policy of Paldwin and the Conserva-
tire Party and MacDonald and the Labor
Pirty alike Is the use of violence against
tlr Indian masses. Bolls @efend the in-
t . sts of British capftalsm with enthus-
fam. This {s understandable, when we
re¢all that one &f the planks of the Mac-
Dipald administration is to save the totter-
11* Empire. One cannot say that efforts
of MacDonald and his “socialist” govern-
mmt in this direction- have been lacking.
T¥:role of the Labor government in India
istonly an additional commentary to the
fa .that the only solutlon for the proletar-
fa is. the complete destruction of capital-
{sn and the establishment of the Dictator-
shp of the Proletariat,

One of the sad features in the present
stuation in India is the almost total lack
of'a Communist Party. 'The policy of the
Cunmunist Internatfonal in India calls for
th» organization of almost every kind of
Ty excent that of 4 bona. fide Communist

Party. The Stalin leadership continues to
carry over the same policy that was re-
sponsible for the glaring defeat suffered in
China. The organization of a Workers and
Peasants Party remains on the ageada of
the Comintern {n India. This flows from
its false orientation that the revolution
in India must be accomplished through
and together with the national bourgeoisie,
It led to the subordination of the Communist
Party and its eventual collapse in China,
It can have no other result in India, Nel-
ther the big bourgeoisie nor the petty bour-
geoisie can lead a succesful revolution for
the overthrow of British imperialism.
Neither can this be done by the most revol-
utionary trade unions. For that, the lead-
ership of a Communist Party, which central-
izes the political action of the masses, which
gives it direction in the struggle, and pre-
pares the revolution, is necessary. With-
out a genuine Communist Party capable of
carrying out such iasks, one cannot hope
for a successful struggle of the revolution-
ary masses in India, ~—A.G.

The Persecutions of the
Indonesian Revolutionaries

Hundreds of comrades in Indonesia
(Dutch.-East Indies) have heen deported in re-
cent years to the island New Guinea for their
participation in the revolutionary movcrent
of their native country.

Immediately after the revolts of Nov-
ember, 1926 and January, 1927 (in West
Java and West Sumatra), the colonial. gov-
ernment took revenge by the arrest of
several hundred of comrades all over the
Archipelago. The greatest part of them were
not involved in the revolts, They were
leaders of Indonesian labor unions, local
leaders In the political. movement. All of
them have been isolated in a special camp-
three hunderd kilometers inland on the
borders of the river Digoel at Tanah-Merah.

After some time the government split the
camp and established a new one for the
comrades whose mentality was “irreconcil-
able” At least 1500 Indonesians have been
brought to Tanah-Merah, of whom some
hundreds are {nside the new camp at Tanah-
Tingegl.

They have to stay there Indefinitely; the
power of the-governor-general could deport
them without any sentence (leuwre de ca-
chet!) ‘

In the most important daily paper of
Holland, Nieuwe Rotterdamsche Courant of
March 7, a'telegram from Batavia was pub-
lished. From this telegram we know that
since August 1929 many efforts have been
undertaken by, the deported comrades to
escape from the camp. In the so-called
People’s Council at Batavia, the represent-
atlve of the goveinor-general declared
(March 6th) that 61 comrades disappeared.
Untll now, &ll of them except 8 have been
brought back, though 41 passed the boundary
and mray have thought that their march of
more than 600 kilometres with terrible
ditficulties and dangers had the result that
they had regained their liberty.

‘ Demand the Right of Asylum

The authorities of Papua territory an-
nihilated finally their hope. . They were
thrown in jail because...they had acted
against the regulation for immigration!
The court sentenced them for this reason
and decided their deportation. In this way

‘the Dutch authorities got the chance to send

a steamer to Thursday Island. We ‘earn
from. the “Statesman’s Year Book of 1929
that the governor of that territory, who is
the responsible man, has to obey the orders
of the governor-general in Australasia, Ob-
viously, the power of the colonial depart-
ment, in London counts with these colonial
officials. Will the Labor Government of Eng-
land, of Ramsay MacDonald respect the
1ght of Asylum regarding coloured revolu-
tionaries? It recently abandoned and re-
fused this Right of Asylum for politicals
in the case of cuomrade L. D, Trotsky who
applied for admission to England.

Meanwhile, it i{s the duty of all work-
ers to declare their solidarity with the
Indonesian comrades. Every effort should
be made to prevent the return of these col-
oured fighters into the hands of the Dutch
government which viclously treats the pal-
tica) prisoners.

The final text for the Three-Power
Naval agreement is being prepared for iws
signing. The farce in London lends addi-
tional knowledge to the fakery of the lm-
perialists in their pretentions of disarma-
ment. The confere:.ce could not overcome the
contradicitions of the powers present and
resulted in a sham treaty of three nations,
Even the capitalist press is forded to recog-
nize this. E. L. James in the New York
Times of April 18, cites as the shortcomings
of the conference, the following:

“One, fajilure to achieve any radical
reduction in the war fleets of the world;
for limitation of the navies of America,
England and Japan involves no great cuts
and leaves- the world facing additional
construction by the other powers.

“Two, failure to limit the fleets of
the tive nations as proposed when the
conference began.

“Three, failure to make three-power
limitation absolutely definite, since the
contingent clause will permit greater
building by England, and consequently
by America and Japan, should the French
and Ialian buflding increase.

“Four, failure to agree on the even-
tual abolition of battleships, as desired
by the English,

“Five, faflure to abolish submarines,
ag suggested by Amecrica and Britlan”

The “Safeguard Clause”— Bulld L:sger
Navies -

The “safe-guard clause” in the treaty
whick will permit additional naval con-
struction tears the veil from the agreement.
The “socialist” Chancellor of the Exchequer,
Snowden, denies very sharply that the
clause had in mind the construction of
armaments by other powers thereby giving
permission to further construction by those
countries making up the treaty., The Amer-
fcans are more blunt.

Senator David Reed, one of the leading
delegates of the United States declared:
“It is perfectly reasonable that we should
be protected against a kuddem outburst
of building by some other power, . .Yes,
without consultation.., Great Britain would
simply notify us and begin to build. . . Then
the United States and Japan would get in
touch—through diplomatic channels and not
by a conference...Each of us would be
free to build...I want to say again that
this agreement has been reached in an at-
mosphere of perfect good will. . . Nobody
was forced to give up anything.”

Apd so, we have “disarmament”! The
conference concludes with the greatest les-
gons for the working class. The proletariat
must be on guard constantly against the
menace of war., The conference met only
to gauge the strength of-the various capital-
ist powers; and to agree that their com-
mon enemy was the working class of the
Soviet Union. The three-power treaty
carries with it all the explosives for the
conflict, and was a last minute resort to
hkeep the conference from collapsing withe
out even & show.

P
SOVIET-AMERICAN TRADE UP 61%

NEW YORK-~Soviet purchases and
sales in the U. 8, from October 1929 to
April amounted to $98,000,000, a gain of
619 over last year’s first half figures, ac-
cording to an announcemnet of the Amtorg
Trading Corp, The purchases of American
industries, agricultural and automotive
equipment and supplies, totalling $56 700,-
000, were nearly four times those of the
corresponding balf-year of 1928-29. Orders
for industrial and transportation equip-
ment, totalling $24,800,000, increased 2 1-2
times, while purchases .of agricultural
eqquipment, valued at $24,700,00 increased

more than six times.

PHILA. SHOE WOBRKERS AWAIT
MILITANT UNION LEAD

PHILADBLPHIA—(FP)-—Shoe workers
in the Quaker City are awaiting leadership
to unioni.e their industry. The example
of the Laird-Schobler strike last year has
proved that cobblers can fight and stick,

Never have conditions heen worse than
now. Cutters are earning $18 to $25 a
week, where formerly they got $40 to $50;
fitters get $15 to $25 against a previous
scale of $70-80,

Formerly wages averaged, year around,
about $32 a week for shoe workers but
now they feel fortunmate to kncck out an
annual wage equivalent to $20 a week.
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WAGE CUTS THREATEN DENVER LABOR

DENVER —(FP)—While the state in-
dustrial ,commission is blocking wage in-
creases on the basis of the request ot Pres,
Hoover, wage cuts and layoffs continue
without interruption.

Union bakery workers have just bheen
served notice that their scale of $32 a
week 1s to be cut to $26 a week on May 1,
During & previous strike the union con-
ducted a cooperative bakery and whipped
the bosses in & strenuous fight.

Rz'lroad shops are laying off men
steadily; the tramway has just consolidated
lines in such a way as to cut down its
fcrse; & tgomery Ward has fired 140
with o weeks; the ‘building trades are
hard hit.

P

MINNEAPOLIS—(FP) — Over loud and
be!  .us protests of the American Leg-
fon and several civic organizations, the
Min- - lig -Central Labor Union has ob-
tained the city auditorium for a protest
meel.aig on unemployment April 23.

C.i.:s in lealian Fascism

( Continued from Page 4)

shevik Party during the war, the first mass
mo,.m:nts which accompanied the face of
Tsarism emanated essentlally from the
pea’ n.s in the army and countryside. We
know that the spontanecus tendency of
t. 2:¢ movements, from the political point
of view, resulted in the- “defensism” ‘of
Kam:nov and Zinoviev, whose position was
beaten down by Lenin in April, 1817, and
that the proletariat was able to intervene
in t : zourse of events, to rise and conquer
in the name also of the interests of the
peas: nts, }

The agrarianh zone of capitalist econ-
omy is that destined to feel the first re-
ac. a'of the economic crisis by virtue of
its sezondary position in the economic fab-
ric. On the other hand the tentacles of the
capilalist defensive apparatus on the
count.y.ijde are lighter and more tenuous
thon in the industrial eltfes. Police forces.
are very inferior and at the same time the
fascist ranks are depleted by the develop-
ment ci the economic .situation and can no
loager serve as “shock troops” of the re-
action. In the cities the shock troops are
ver-r- .uizd by the police forces and not by
the f:scist organization. ‘Today Mussolini
authorized the “free withdrawal” from
these organizations. He remembers that in
the Matteoti case, many. of the forces of
Fasc!'m deserted in. the face of danger.

The inferfor qualty eof the capitalist
defence in the country provides a quicker
chance of explosion than the city. But
it in the country, revolt is easier than in
the city, resistance there is incomparably
more d: “cult. A.-lgcal movement in the
eouatry is fated to be’ rapidly strangled
by the motilization of another lecality. In
the city the local' movement has far great-
er chances of resistance.

Unite Faenza and Milan. under Communist
Lealership for the Proletartan Revolution

For real results in Italy it is necessary
to coordinate the movements in both town
and courtry.

The fact that the event in Milan was
separated from Faenza by only a few days,
Justifies us in establishing that a change
is effecting itself in the fighting capacity
of the Italian workers. But to orginize its
resistance, a force Capable of leading to
battle i, required.. At the moment when
the new offensive of capitalism on the
workers f{s opening, in a siteation which
compared with that of the Matieoti period,
is far more favorable to revolutionary
developments, we must examine recent ex-
periences objectively and without illusions’
They teach us that, bounded by the limits
of social-democracy and Centvism, the anti-
fascist movements in- Italy are fated to
result in a new success for capitalism.

These experiences confirimn for us that
only with a Communist - prograin, and
thonks only to Communists (and nat to
the Right or Centrism which have been
definitely compromised in thé Italian and
international movement) can the liberation
of the Italian proletariat be realized.

To unite Faenza and Milan, the strug-
gle of the proletariat and peasantry, lo give
these movements the possidbility of develop-
ing, can only be the work of the Communist
program applied by Communists in their
own Party. o

. —From PRONETRO
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THE “NEW LINE”
PHILADELPHIA, Pa.

THE NOOSE OXN

Dear Comrades:

That the sounding of a peérsonal opin-
ion within earshot of the caricature Com-
munist Party of the U. 8. A. has become,
to the American agents of the Stalinist
bureaucracy, a bugle call for loosing the
terror upon the dissident voice, is surely
no longer news, Nor does the unanswer-
able charge, levelled against the “third
period” Bolsheviks, Foster, Minor, Browder
and Co., of having delivered the death-
blow to the International Labor Defefise as
8 broad, non-partisan workers’ organiza-
tion any longer retain the ring of nov-
elty.

But that personal initiative in the
class struggle, no less than personal opin-
jon, now opens the most “loyal” of Party
members to persecution, and that the ser-
vices of the I. L. D, such as they are, are
refused to the worker who has displeased
the Centrist drill-master, I8 not yet very
widely known,

A sympathetic and morally exhllerating
incident showng to what lengths that two-
lung power revolutionist, Engdahl has “Bol-
shevized” his Party bureau has Just been
brought to our attention by the victim him-
self, a Philadelphia comrade, It is super-
fluous to state that neither the Dalily
Worker nor the Labor Defender hasg ever
been moved to “Bolshevik self-criticism”
of the crime perpetrated against him; nor
have the responsible machine-people been
taken to heel.

An Active Party Rank and Filer

Thomas Dunn, the young worker in-
volved, was admitted to the Party two years
ago and from the first was marked out as
a loval, courageous, active comrade, heart
and soul in the movement. Shortly after
being assigned to a unit, he took part in a
‘Washington, D. C, demonstration, was ar-
rested with 23 other Communists and
served a 30 day sentehce in a Virginian
Gungeon. He had been back in Philadelphia
tess than a week when the demonstration of
solidarity wth the Colombia babnana strik-
erg was staged before the United Fruit
Co. pier in that city; and numbered among
those who refused to break ranks despite
police “persuasion”, he was again hauled
‘n and slapped- with a 80 day sentence to
Moramensing, the notorious Mellon-Vare
shambles,

Between vacations in the capitalist jails,
tomrade Dunn gave virtually all of his
time to rank and file Party work, gerving
on half a dozen committees, distributing
leaflets, assisting at open-air meetings, do-
ing clerjcal jobs in the district office- when
nnemployed, ete. Finally, he was elected
sceretary-organizer of his unit, located in
the proletarian Kensington area,

A Strike 1y Called

At this time he got a job as a food-
handler in a certain warehouse and almost
fmamediately he set about organizing a
sirike of the ruthlessly exploited cleiks
and truckmen, who had long been nursing
their grievances and lacked only leadership
to plunge into struggle. When the walk-
out was called, Dunn found that a fink had
prepared the boss for a counter-action-—the
“ringleaders”, with himself at their head
were summarily fired , notwithstanding
which, a picket line was formed outside
the warehouse, Running into the same
fink later in the day, the young strike lead-
er demanded an accounting. He was at-
tacked at first with curses and, since
thesé¢ proved ineffective, with fists. The
stoolpigeon’s blows were returned in kind
and with interest, whereupon the boss, prob-
ably prompting the attack from ambush,
gent in a hurry call for the bulls.

Dunn was clapped into jail, Charges of
conspiracy, assault and battery, inciting to
‘rlot and divers assorted crimes were lodged
against him. All this occurred in April,
the case coming to trial on the first of
November, when the . International Labor
Defense covered itself with “glory” by re-
fusing to 1ift.a hand in the young militant’s
defense...So Dunn, with a. state lawyer
“defending” him was raiiroaded to Moya-
mensing for a six months stretch.

The Fallure of the I, L, D. to -Ald the
Arrested Striker

What was-the principal reason for this
fndubitably class-conscious, this laudably
Leniaist, this utterly revolutionary act on
the part of the mow thoroughly Stalinized
1. 1. D.? Was the comrade in question
tainted with the concepts of the Il.eft Pol-

ghievik Opposition? On the contrary, he
was a loyalist of the loyalists, against
whom not a breath of suspicion had been
directed. Even allowing for this insane
“Third Period” Ildeology, umder which no
class-war prisoner with political beliefs
running afoul of the Stalinist corkscrew
“line” can expect aught but contumely from
the bureaucrats; even supposing that- Eng-
dahl and his fellow jumping-jacks fight
the capitalist courts only on behalf of yes-
yapping Party automatons, the Interna-
tional Labor Defense was in duty bound
to put up a struggle for comrade Dunn.
It falled ignominiously.

Let it go on record that the Trotsky-
eating Herbert Benjamin, then Philadel-
phia district organizer, and his wife, Jennie
Cooper, as district head of the I. L. D,
formulated the truly new Bolshevist tac-
tic which helped to railroad a Party mem-
ber in good standing to prison, The con-
tribution of this precious pair to Stalinist
“strategy”, though not up to Stalin’s
own achievements along this line, exem-
plified in the cold-bloode@ murder of Bium-
kin, yet deserves signal mention.

The strike broke out so suddenly that
Dunn had no time to inform Benjamin or
Murdock, the T. U. U. L. organizer, even if
they could have been located at the dis-
trict office; Before he knew what had hap~
pened, the striks leader was in prison. He
was bailed out, but not by the I L. D.
When the time for trial arrived, Cooper
made it clear, that so far as the Party and
I, I. D. were concerned, he could go up
the river for life—beecause he had ecalled
the strike without orders from the Com-
munist Party or the T. U, U. L.! Consider
the political, implications of such a stand
by these comrades.

His family got the comrade out on
parole after he had spent nearly three
montbs behind the bars. Later he brought
charges against Cooper, but nothing re-
sulted from them except a genteel vote of
censure, which was hushed up at the source
by the hand-picked “control-commission”,
The commission also “ruled” that the money
expended by Dunn’s fatherless family on
the lawyer who obtained his release was to
be replaced by the I. L. D. This little
reparation has still to be made.

Isolationism is being carried out to.
its logical, albeit grotesque, conclusion, The
American Party bureaucracy more and
more igolates itself from what small mea-
ure of sanity it retains in the ‘“third
period.”

—J. ARCHIPENKO

¢

COMMUNISM AND THE AMERICAN NEGRO
—, 111,

Dear Comrades:
One of the most important problems

facing the Communist movement in Amer-

ica today is the Negro problem.

The aark-skinned proletarian is destined
to play, along with his white comrades, an
important part in the world proletarian
revolution, The Negro is one of the most
brutally exploited of the Americen pro-
letariat. Along with this goes Jim-Crow-
ism, peonage, concubinage of Negro women
and lynching.

- The task of the Leninist Opposition in
dealing with the Negro problem must be. a
determined assault upon these evils in par-
ticular and the social caste system in gen-
eral. The Negro masses must be taught
that the only way to social, economic and
political equality is through the gateway
of proletarian revolution, the key to which
is. sclentific communism, as embodied in
the Leninist International Opposition.

The Negro “leaders” will only betray

the dark masses to thelr imperialist mast-

erg, They are doing that very thing today.
Hundreds of Negro workers are awakening
to that fact. The Negro workers can now
see their sorry economic plight.  They can
see the fruits of years of ‘leadership” by
Negro preachers, politicians and social
workers, .

Negro bnslnes: 1s- failing year efter

year. It cannot keep pace with the mergers,

chain stores and'industrial monopoly. It
it approaching its doom. Unemployment,
that creeplng parulysis of capithlist socfety,
mercilessly squeezes and saps the . very
oxistence of the Negro workers.. White
chauvinism 13 a bed-fellow of Negro uno--
ployment.

LETTERS FROM THE MILITANTS

Now that the International Left has
formed a Provisicnal Iuternational Secre-
tariat, I think that more aitention should
be given to the Negro question and the
special organizational needs and problems
dealt with. The Opposition must recruit
ag many Negro workers and radical stu-
dents as possible into its ranks; wage a
determined fight against white chauvinism
both ins)de and outside the Communlst
movement.

The Negro_’s future liberty and sal-
vation are inextricably bound up with in-
ternational Communism and its inevitable
victory over world capitalism,

J. M
()
ON ORGANIZING THE SEAMEN
New York

Dear Comrades:

This fact has been established with all
those familiar with the marine industry
for years. In 1917 Andy Furuseth, speak-
ing on the poasibilities of organizing the
Eastern Coast where the backbcne of the
industry lies, said: that even the Salvation
Army, if so minded, could. organize gea-
men. That is basically even more true
today.

However, since 1917, a number of things

~have taken place, among which {s the out-

standing fact that by 1919, the Interna~
tional Seamen’s Unjon claimed a member-
ship of 115,000 out of a possible 140,000,
After succeeding in this almost unprece-
dented manner, in knitting together this
tremendous mass into a labor organization,
the organization was almost completely
disorganized a year later by the first test
which the union was called upon to face.
Two years later, despite the defeat and
disillusionment, the I. W, W. succeeded in
carrying on organization work to the.point
where in 1923 they could count 25,000, but
only soon to have their organization smash-
ed, not by internal rotteneas, as in the case
of the 1. 8. U,, but by lack of coordination
and perspective. However, the sharp and
significant difference between the Marine
Transport Workers Unfon of the I, W. W
and the I. 8. U. before the war was the
fact that the I. W. W. for the first time
brought to life a real rank and file organ-
ization. -All orzanization work was done-as
& result of tremendous effort from below,
It seemed as if all the latent militancy in

the marine industry centered itself in In--

dustrial Union 510 of the I. W. W,

To go into the detailed reasons for its
fatlure would require more than the alot-
ted space. It is sufficient to say that it
was possibly the last time a real working
class revolt was wrecked by the machin-
ations of stupld bunglers in the General
Office of the 1. W. W, With these intro-
ductory remarks one can safely approach
the convention called by the Marine Work-
ers League.

The Narrow Line of the Marine

‘Workers League

In the first place, to thase familiar
with the facts, the strong efforts to force
the official Communist Party, in control of
the Marine Workers League, really to per-
mit seamen to carry through the organiza-
tion of a union are, one may say, two years
belated. Two years ago, the need for or-
ganization in the industry became so fore-
ibly noticed by all members in it that ele-
ments who ordinarily would not come with-
in smelling distance of anything remotely
related to the Communist movement were
drawn into the Marine Workers League or
its counter-parts, whatever the nam?s that
may have been given to them in the past.

Leading elements who for years had
distinguished ' themselves in the bltte. or-
ganization battles in the 1.8,U. and IL.W.W,,
threw themselves inte the organization with
the question: “When do we start to or-
ganize a union?’ They were told to “Wait
untll the the Party faction fight {3 over”.
When these new elements answered that
they wers not interested in Party factional
fights, but interested in organizing a mar-
ine union, they found themselves attacked
on all sides for being motivated by syadi-
calipt impatience, or whatever the “third
period” equivaleat is termed.

However, .at last the mountain has
come to Mahomeét or vica. versa—-after all
the “third perfod” preparation-~whioh first
.of all made certain that anyone. who fsa’t
simon pure in-hewing to the Partly line to
the last degree is eliminated from any po-

g

sition where he may in any way have any
influence, After two years of careful
combing, persuading and expelling, we are
told that for April 26, 1930 a convention has
been called in New York City. Led by
those deep-sea. seamen, Mink, Sparks, the
doughtly Hines-—there is' to Le launched &
rea]l revolutionary marine unfon under the
sponsorship of and pre-arranged by the
T. U. U. L. Of course, it is understood that
none of the “disrupters”, such as the Rus-
sells, McDonalds and many others, will be
there,

Unite. All Militants to Bulld Seamen’s Unfon

There is serious need of a real work-
ing class approach to the problem of the
marine industry, There is no bastl. in~
dustry that is so strategically placed im
the working class scheme of struggle, es-
pecially with inevitable war developments.
In. the unquestioned@ development of the
merchant marino as a naval arm, which is
provided for by the Jones-White Act, an
effective industrial unijon, having a real
base among the workers in the industry,
can serve as the most powerful weapon in
the eoming struggles of the American worke
ing class.

Adventurist speculation that may wreck
the ground of appeal by militants is crim-
inally inexcusable. -Certainly, the revival
of 1.U, 510 of the 1. W.W,, though doomed to
failure, is an indication that the reaction
against cheap adventure has set in. The
time for a real marine union is here, pro-
vided the militants who through years of
struggle have established a claim to lead-
ership, can be utilized. We must remems=
ber that in this industry that all militants
have gone through the organization of the
Marine Transport Workers of the 1. W. W,
and to imagine that one can build a mil-
itant union without these elements is to
give birth to one more of the still-bora
unions of the official Communist Party
leadership. There is still time for the gen-
uine Communist elements to realize that
there is needed a real united front of all
militants in order to organize an effective
union in the marine industry~—M. R.
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