
The 5 Y ear Plan and W orld  Unemployment
R A L L Y  W O R K E R S  

O N  M A Y  D A Y
The s o lid a rity  o f tabor aga inst cap it­

a lism  is the w atch-w ord  of May Day dem- 
onst~ations by the w o rk in g  masses 
th roughou t the w o rld . To un ite  the w o rk ­
ers to  see as th e ir  common enemy— the 
bosses and c a p ita lis t governm ent; and to 
see in  the W orke rs ’ R epublic o f the Soviet 
Onion the f irs t  fa th e rla n d  o f the w o rke rs ; 
to  strugg le  m ilita n t ly  against cap ita lism , 
to  ove rth row  i t ;  and to aim  o achieve in  
each coun try  a governm ent o f the to ile rs . 
T h is  summarizes by con tras t the objec­
tives o f the class-conscious w orkers  fo r 
May Day, 1930.

;n the U nited States the m illio n s  of 
w orkers find  themselves enduring  the 
scourge of unem ploym ent, caused by cap­
ita lism . They find  themselves e ither 
th ro w n  out o f w ork , o r wages reduced, 
w o rk  speeded up and hours o f labo r in ­
creased, Reaction, under the leadership 
o f P resident H oover is  in  the saddle. 
Rough-shod, i t  rides b ru ta lly  over the 
basic needs o f the w orkers. P ro test 
aga inst unem ploym ent is ' m et w ith :a rre s ts , 
persecution; ja ilin g s ; rem oval o f c iv il 
r igh ts , such as the r ig h t o f assemblage 
and press; deporta tion  o f fo re ign-born , 
etc. A rrogance, b ru ta lity ,  extrem e ex­
p lo ita tio n  by the ru l in g  class are the 
order o f the day.

The S itua tion  of Am erican Labor
The U. S. governm ent persists in  its  

re fusa l to  recognize the Soviet govern­
m ent o f Russia, now in  its  13th year of 
existence. The agents o f the bosses in  the 
w orkers ' ranks, nam ely, the Am erican 
Federa tion  o f Labor offic ia ls, W m . Green, 
M athew W o ll, et à i, stand by and approve 
bourbon ru le  in  the U nited States.

The Labor m ovem ent in  the U nited 
States finds its e lf  weaker than  at any p re ­
vious tim e  in  its  h is to ry . B u t po ten tia l 
pow er is s t i l l  the re ; i t  need on ly  d irec tion  
and m ilita n te } ’ fro m  conscious revo lu tio n ­
a ries who understand the im m ediate and 
u ltim a te  in te rests o f the w orkers. These 
elements are thè Communists. U n fo rtu n ­
a te ly , the Com munists in  the U nited 
States, even as th roughou t the w orld , 
find th e ir  forces divided, s p lit in to  three 
fundam enta l groupings. A n  effective 
s trugg le  aga inst cap ita lism  presupposes 
the s trugg le  fo r  the u n ity  o f the  Commu­
n ists  again on a common p rin c ip le  p la t­
fo rm . N o tw iths tand ing , May Day de­
mands from  the o ffic ia l Com m unist P arty , 
and from  a ll Communists, in  and outside 
the ranks o f the o ffic ia l P a rty , the in it ia ­
tion  fo r  May Day o f a genuine mass united 
fro n t o f w orkers  and a ll w o rke rs ’ o rgan­
iza tions aga inst the  employers, on a num ­
ber o f im mediate and b u rn in g  issues th a t 
concern a ll  the w orkers in  the United 
States.

The Issues fo r  May Day
W hat are some o f these im m ediate 

demands o f the w orkers th a t m ust serve to 
unite  them on May Day, 1930? They are: 
The strugg le  aga inst unem ploym ent; fo r 
w ork o r compensation fo r  the unemployed 
at the cost o f the employers and the gov­
ernm ent; fo r  the seven hour day and five 
day week; against any reductions in  wages 
and fo r  an increase; fo r  a un ited fro n t 
against the repression and persecution o f 
workers by the bosses agents, the fo l l ie .
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Opposition Paper Published 
in the Argentine

l a  Verdad (T ru th ) ,  organ o f the L e ft 
Com m unist Opposition in  A rgen tine , has is ­
sued its- f ir s t  num ber (4 pages), and here­
a fte r w i l l  appear reg u la rly . I t  is p rin ted  
in  the Spanish language and w il l  also c ir ­
cu late among Spanish speaking w orkers in  
o ther countries.

Am ong the contents o f the f ir s t  issue 
are L e n in ’s "Testam ent to  the P a rty ” , sup­
pressed by the S ta lin is t regime, and w h ich  
now appears in  p r in t  fo r  the f irs t  tim e  in  
the Spanish language in  the South A m e ri­
can coun tries ; a rtic les  by R obert Guinney, 
D vo rin  and others on the s itu a tio n  in  the 
Com m unist m ovement o f A rgen tine  and 
South Am erica  and in  the In te rn a tio n a l; a 
statem ent o f p rinc ip les  and organ ization, 
dec la ring  adhesion to the L e ft In te rn a tio n a l 
O pposition led by L. D. T ro tsky  and m any 
o ther a rtic les  o f im portance to the w orkers 
o f the A rgen tine .

L a  Verdad is fu r th e r  evidence th a t the 
ruth less e fforts  >f the regim e o f the bureau­
cra ts—fro m  S ta lin  down— In  the C om intern 
w i l l  fa il to  stop the development and pene­
tra tio n  o f the ideas o f the L e ft Opposition 
among the Com m unist w orkers  and sym­
pathizers.

Tho Com m unist League o f Am erica  
(O pposition) and the M ilita n t greet L a  V e r­
dad and the O pposition in  the A rgen tine . 
We are confident th a t the m ilita n t and con­
scious e fforts  o f the A rgen tine  Opposition 
w il l  in  tim e b rin g  the regeneration o f the 
revo lu tio n a ry  movem ent there  and the rees­
tab lishm en t o f a Com m unist P a rty  on the 
o r ig in a l foundations o f the Com m unist In ­
te rna tiona l as led by Len in .

<E>
12 W . Va. Miners Fatally Gassed

A R N E T T S V ILLE , W . Va.— Tw elve m in ­
er*, among them  fo u r Negroes, were fa ta lly  
gassed and b u rn t in  a m ine explosion in  
the non-un ion Y ukon m ine o f the Crown 
Coal Co.

M IN N E A P O LIS — On A p r i l  1st a la rge  
ga thering  o f M inneapolis and St. Pau l r a i l ­
road w orkers  held th e ir  second m eeting at 
W oodruff H a ll,  P r io r  and St. A n thony  Aves., 
St. Pau l, fo r  the purpose o f developing a 
nation-w ide  movem ent fo r  a s ix  hou r day 
on the ra ilroads. A  th ird  meetings has been 
arranged fo r  Tuesday, A p r i l  22nd a t the 
same h a ll.

The f ir s t  T w in  C ity  Conference o f R a il­
road W orkers  .was held on M arch 19th and 
was called o r ig in a lly  by Loca l No. 206 o f 
the Switchm en's U nion. Am ong the points 
discussed «were the ra ilro a d  m ergers and 
speed-up, the need fo r  a s ix  hou r day and 
five day week w ith o u t any pay cut, and 
o ther problem s a ffecting  the organized and 
unorganized ra ilro a d  w orkers  th roughou t 
the United States. The Conference went 
unanim ously on record to fig h t fo r  the s ix 
hour day, fo r  the organ iza tion  o f the r a i l ­
way w orkers, as w e ll as fo r  o ther demands 
o f an economic and p o lit ic a l character.

A  P rov is iona l Committee, consis ting o f 
members from  the d iffe re n t loca l unions, 
has been set up to  organize these meetings 
and to send ou t the ca lls. The P rov is iona l 
Committee consists o f: G. H . F a rre ll,  R a il­
w ay C lerks, No. 319; U lr ic lc  U lrichson , 
R a ilw ay C lerks, No. 1310; V. F . Case,

ST. LO U IS  BUSM EN  

W IN  STRIKE
As we go to  press, we lea rn  th a t the 

St. Lou is bus d rive rs  have won th e ir  s trike . 
A  fia t 9 1-2 hou r day is established, instead 
o f as m uch fo rm e rly  as 13 hours ; a six 
day weeks supplants the seven day week; 
garagemen w o rk  44 hours w ith  a Saturday 
h a lf ho liday. The un ion is recognized. 
O ther demands o f a secondary na ture  are 
also gained.

*  *  *

ST. LO U IS— (F P )—W ith  5,000 members 
of the St. Lou is s tree t car men’s union 
assessing themselves $1 a m onth. The s tr ike  
o f bus d rive rs  and conductors enters its  
th ird  week assured of f in a n c ia l support. 
The in te rn a tio n a l un ion is also g ra n tin g  
re lie f funds.

The members o f th is  young union voted 
a unanim ous “ N o" to  the company's p ro ­
posed term s o f s tr ike  settlem ent, w h ich  
would tie  the men fo r  three years under 
'open shop’ cond itions a t wage rates in  
e ffect p r io r  to  the s trike .

Not a bus has moved since the w a lk ­
out. Threa ts to  operate busses w ith  cabs 
under police p ro tection have no t passed 
the th re a t stage. The C entra l Trades and 
Labor U nion has voted to accept the new 
un ion and exempt i t  from  p: ym ent o f per 
cap ita  tax  u n t il the s tr ike  is over.

The cen tra l body stands ready to go 
in to  action w ith  s tr ike  re lie f m ach inery in  
behalf o f the 750 s tr ike rs  i f  the s itua tion  
w arran ts . The s tr ike rs  o ffe r to  re tu rn  to 
w ork  when the r ig h t to  organize is recog­
nized. Pres. R. W  Meade o f the St Lou is 
Bus Co, who boasts th a t he has broken 
s ix  s trikes d u rin g  h is career, refuses to 
consider any proposals w h ich  fa il to  give 
the company the w o rld  encircled by an 
a ir t ig h t  fence.

Sw itchm en's U nion, No. 7; Pau l Johnson, 
F irem en, No. 887; C arl Skoglund, R a ilw ay 
Carmen, No. 299; F . J. Glaser, F irem en, No. 
814; J. D B a rr, Sw itchm en's U nion, No. 
206; and P. G. Hedluud, F irem en, No. 814, 
Secretary. O ther active forces are .W m . 
W atk ins, Sw itchm en’s Union, No. 206; I.  
Nelson, Engineers.

Consider Labor’s Econom ic and 
P o lit ic a l Problem s

The question o f se tting  up a perm anent 
o rgan iza tion  in  the shape o f R a ilroad  Coun­
c ils  in  each ra ilro a d  center is also being 
considered. These Councils w i l l  consist o f 
elected delegates from  the several locals 
in  each place o r te rm in a l. The purpose of 
these R a ilroad  Councils is to provide a 
medium w h ich  w i l l  enable the w orkers  from  
the 21 d iffe ren t R a ilroad  C ra fts  to  get to ­

gether pe rio d ica lly  to  take up the many 
g row ing  problem s the ra ilro a d  w orkers  have 
in  common, o f w h ich  the g row ing  unem ­
p loym ent is an im m ediate and serious one.

I t  is also proposed to  induce ra ilro a d  
w orkers  in  o ther te rm ina ls  to  set up s im ­
i la r  councils in  connection w ith  the six 
hou r drive.

The T w in  C ity  R a ilroad  W orkers Con- 
( Continued on Page 8 )

By L. D. TROTSKY
The in te rn a l development of the So­

viet U n iod is reaching a c r it ic a l point. 
No m a tte r in  w hat way we evaluate the 
present course of the co llec tiv ia tion  which, 
in  one year, has surpassed by tw o and a 
h a lf tim es the p lan elaborated fo r the 
whole five years ( f if ty  p e rc e n t'o f the pea­
sant ho ld ings collectiv ized instead o f the 
tw e n ty  percent prescribed at the end of the 
five years), i t  is  c lear th a t the tempo of 
co llec tiv iza tion  has a lready b low n up the 
w hole five year plan. Up to now, the offi­
c ia l leadership has m ainta ined silence on 
th is  point. B u t i t  w ou ld  be im possible to  
be s ilen t fo r  long. To im agine th a t a ll the 
o ther elements o f the p lan—industry , tran s ­
po rta tion , commerce, finance— can develop 
on the fo rm e rly  prescribed scale w h ile  a g ri­
cu ltu re  makes to ta lly  unforeseen jum ps, 
would s ig n ify  to  see in  the economic plan 
n o t an organ ic whole bu t a sim ple sum of 
various departm enta l orders. U n til recent­
ly  i t  Was recognized, a t least in  p rinc ip le , 
th a t the re la tions between ind u s try  and ag­
r ic u ltu re  ( “ sm ytc lika ” ) fo rm  the p rin c ip a l 
axis o f the plan. W e ll, w hat has happened 
to th is  axis? I f  the “ sm ytchka" was taken 
in to  consideration in  the plan, then i t  m ust 
now have been destroyed by the p rod ig iou * 
leaps o f the co llec tiv iza tion  w h ich  nobody 
foresaw. On w ha t side w i l l  an equalization 
be made?

A t th is  ve ry  moment, “ complete co llec­
tiv iz a tio n ”  has a lready aroused among the 
frigh tened  leadership a ce rta in  backwai t 
movement. A t w hat po in t w i l l  the coramet • 
ced recession come to a ha lt?  I t  is as ye\ 
im possible to  fo re te ll. I t  is probable tha t 
th is  tim ? also the re tre a t w i l l  extend much 
fu r th e r  than  is  requ ired by the objective 
conditions. B u t the re tre a t its e lf is u n ­
avoidable. I t  is qu ite  probable th a t be­
cause o f the effects of the signs o f in fla tio n  
there  w i l l  begin a rev is ion  o f the slogan 
“ The five year p lan  in  fo u r years” .

The Bureaucracy Runs Blindly
R etrea t is a lways a p a in fu l operation, 

in  the m ilita ry  fie ld  as w e ll as in  po litics. 
B u t a re trea t ca rried  out in  tim e  and in  an 
o rd e rly  m anner can prevent unnecessary 
losses and prepare the poss ib ility  fo r  de­
ve lop ing  an offensive in  the fu tu re . The fa ­
ta l danger is a lways a belated re trea t, pan­
ic -s tricken , under fire , when the enemy is 
a t you r heels. And tha t is w hy  we, the 
L e ft  Opposition, are not a fra id  to  ca ll back 
the bureaucracy w h ich  is run n in g  ahead 
b lin d ly . I t  is necessary to  ca ll a h a lt to 
the prize  races o f in d u s tria liza tio n , to  re ­
vise the tempo on the basis o f experience 
and theore tica l fo res igh t, to  reconcile  co l­
le c tiv iza tio n  w ith  the technica l and other 
resources, to  subord inate the po licy towards 
the K u la k  to the rea l poss ib ilities  of co l­
lec tiv iza tion . In  a word, a fte r the periods 
o f “ K hvostism ”  (tho po licy  o f dragging 
along at the ta il o f events and movements. 
— Ed.) and adventurism , i t  is necessary to 
take  the road o f M a rx is t realism .

The p lan corrected in  th is  sense would 
present a m in im a l va ria tion . I t  w ould noe- 
essa rilly  proceed from  the s itua tion  w hich 
has been created up to now as a resu lt of 
g rea t successes and no less great m istakes. 
Such a p lan cannot e lim ina te  the con tra ­
d ic tions th a t flow  from  the h is to ric a l past 
and the w o rld  environm ent. B u t i t  m ust 
reduce to a m in im um  the resu lts  o f m is­
takes, p a rt ly  m itig a tin g  and p a rtly  nost- 
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Minnesota’s «Farmer-Labor» M eet
The «Practical» Politicians and Business Men Take Charge
The St. Paul convention of the P arm er- 

Labor Association closed M arch 2Sth a fte r 
tw o  days o f gerrym andering  by the sm all 
group o f p o lit ic a l adventurers who have in  
devious ways atta ined power in  the o rgan­
ization.

F o llow ing  the course m arked ou t sev­
e ra l years ago by men of the S tarkey-S hip- 
stead type, and w ith  the example o f the 
shameful campaign in  1928 as a guide, the 
organ ization was appropria ted by the bank- 
e r-farm er-o ffice-ho lder delegates and tu rn ­
ed over to  F loyd  B. Olson who "accepted”  
the endorsement fo r  governor.

Out o f the hundred and f i f ty  odd dele­
gates present, less than  h a lf represented 
any organization. The overw he lm ing  ma­
jo r ity  were especia lly p icked by the machine 
fo r  the task o f keeping out the p la tfo rm  
and program  o f the L e ft w in g  and trade 
un ion e'ements. These were presented by 
the Hennepin County (M inneapolis) dele­
gation, who, w ith  a dozen notable excep­
tions, were members o f organized labor.

The H ennepin county convention under 
pressure o f the L e ft w in g  had been forced 
to  adopt a series o f proposals fo r  the State 
convention w h ich  embodied the idea th a t 
a l l  candidates o f the F . L. P. p u t fo rw a rd  
the o rgan izationa l and a g ita tiona l program  
o f the labo r m ovement in  the campaign. 
The ran k  and file  were fo r  th is  and deman­
ded th a t these proposals be embodied in  the 
p la tfo rm . They were in  dead earnest about 
th is  and ^yen succeeded in  p lac ing  one o f 
th e ir  leaders on the p la tfo rm  committee.

Olson had notified  the convention in  a 
b ru ta lly  fra n k  le tte r on the f ir s t  day th a t 
“ . . . I  sha ll assume th a t i f  I  am endorsed 
and elected to office as a candidate o f the 
F. L . P., I  sha ll have absolute Independence

the selection o f men and w o m e n ...”

Lett Wing Presents Program;
Denied Expression

Lommen, who is know n in  the P a rty  as 
"the  Steel T ru s t Senator” , was in  fu l l  
charge o f the p la tfo rm  committee. K now ­
ing  th a t Olson was a lready nom inated and 
th a t the p la tfo rm  already prepared could 
t o t  be changed, he qu ite  n a tu ra lly  assumed 
th a t the demand fo r  “ absolute indepen­
dence”  was also a lready accepted. He did 
exactly w ha t he was to ld  to  do; brushed 
aside the en tire  document presented by the 
trade un ion  w orkers ; and buried  a couple 
o f m in o r demands under a heap o f words 
and rubbish. He handled W a lte r F rank , the 
Hennepin Co. trade un ion cen tris t, as an 
experienced and determ ined p o lit ic ia n  
handles ano the i w ith  less experience and 
l i t t le  determ ination, and b rough t ou t the 
most reactionary p la tfo rm  th a t has even 
been adopted by a F. L. ga the ring  in  M inne­
sota. W hat should have been the center 
of a re a lly  s tubborn fig h t in  the convention 
against the obvious m an ipu la tions o f the 
machine fizzled out com ple te ly fo r  lack  of 
proper d irec tion  and leadership.

Under the chairmanship of the arch­
reactionary Roister, with the secretaryship 
In the hands of the. equally reactionary 
S-tarkey, the Communists and Left wingers 
were denied any voice in the proceedings. 
The Left wing workers were unable to have 
their platform resolution even considered. 
Thi? resolution proposed a platform of po­
litical demands coupled with trade union 
demands for the closed shop, for a six hour 
day and a five day week, etc., and also pro­
posed a complete re-draft of the program 
as well as a change In the structure of the 
party In order to abolish individual mem­
bership and to base it upon the workers’ 
movement.
Left Wing To Continue Fight For 

Fighting Workers’ Movement
The slickers who came in by the in­

dividual membership route together with 
t ie  trade union bureaucrats, who controlled 
this convention, trampled upon the workers 
demands and actually, In the person of 
Starkey, openly insulted them, by crumpling 
«he Left wing resolution before their faces.

In  spite o f the fee ling  in  the ranks o f the 
w orkers against fus ion  w ith  the Democrats, 
the m an ipu la to rs  in  con tro l, by the action  
o f the convention, and in  accord w ith  the 
wishes o f the m a jo r ity  o f the endorsed can­
didates in c lu d in g  those fo r  the h ighest 
posts, have made fus ion  a lm ost certa in .

In  the com ing campaign and in  the 
fo llo w in g  period the M innesota w orkers 
have the task before them  to  salvage the 
movement, to  keep th e ir  unions ou t o f the 
hands o f the c lique now in  con tro l o f the 
F. L . P .; and to  shape a course tow ard  a 
Labor p a rty , w h ich  m ust be na tiona l in  
scope, based upon the unions and other 
w orkers ’ o rgan izations and w ith  a class- 
s trugg le  p la tfo rm . The Communists in  th is  
movement, m ust undertake to  c la r ify  and 
educate the masses and to steer them  to ­
wards Communism.

(The comrades o f the Com m unist League 
o f Am erica (O pposition) in  M innesota have 
prepared a detailed analysis o f the Labor 
P a rty  s itua tion  in  M innesota. I t  w i l l  be 
presented to the M innesota w orkers  in  
e ithe r lea fle t o r  pam phle t fo rm .—Ed.)

The depression a ffec ting  n o t on ly  the 
U n ited  States bu t the lead ing c a p ita lis t 
nations th roughou t the w orld , and th a t 
b rough t on a huge unem ploym ent cris is , 
continues. Seasonal im provem ent has not 
changed the basic cond ition. U ncerta in ty , 
doubt and pessim ism  an im ate  even the 
morp o p tim is tic  ca p ita lis t elements. No 
proposals have been set fo r th  by the  r u l­
in g  in te rests th a t are lik e ly  to  have any 
re a lly  Im po rta n t consequence on the mass 
unem ploym ent s itua tion .

The N ationa l C ity  Bank, in  its  A p r il 
b u lle tin , summarizes the s itua tion  b r ie fly  
as fo llo w s :

" I t  is now  evident th a t the fa ilu re  o f 
business to  make a more rap id  recovery 
since the f ir s t  o f th is  year is  due to fa c t 
th a t the s itu a tio n  is  no t s im p ly  a domestic 
one b u t th a t we are invo lved  in  a w o r ld ­
wide reaction . (O ur emphasis.) The fa l l  
o f prices o f staple com m odities has been 
even m ore serious in  o ther countries. Th is  
is m ost c le a rly  seen in  the state o f B r i­
tish  in d u s try  and t r a d e . . . ”

“ The w o r ld ’s indus tries ,”  the b u lle tin  
goes on to  say, "have m ore than  recovered 
th e ir  p re -w a r capacity, b u t the m arkets are 
overloaded w ith  staple g o d s ...D e sp ite  the 
im provem ent in  the past few  weeks, the 
aggregate volum e o f m an u fa c tu rin g  and 
trade is  s t i l l  ru n n in g  considerab ly below 
th a t o f the same date in  1 9 2 9 ....”

Bosses and Governm ent Bo N oth ing  
F o r Jobless

The United States government, Presi­
dent Hoover and state and local govern­
mental agencies know full well the acute­
ness of the situation. But not one step do 
they take to appropriate sums of money to 
compensate the unemployed workers. 
Every remedy is sought except the ones 
that will really aid the jobless worker. 
The willing lackey of the bosses, Wm. 
Green, president of the American Feder­
ation of Labor, warns the Senate Com­
merce Committee that the alternative to 
unemployment relief is revolution. This 
labor faker fears the workers’ revolt that 
will put him and his kind on to the scrap- 
heap, and would like to stave off the in­
evitable historic event.

No responsible person or group holds 
out hopes for substantial change in the 
future. The condition of mass unemploy­
ment is of long standing. Yet investigators, 
Congress and other bodies are still “taking 
the census of the unemployed” and “await­
ing more data”. Public works and con­
struction are the byword of a ll, but they 
remain on the blue-prints. None of these 
capitalists or politicians whisper a word 
about the development of large-scale ec-

LABOR PARTY SENTIMENT 
POLLED IN PHILLY

P H IL A D E L P H IA — (F P )— B y a vote of 
10,575 to  7,425, readers o f the P h ilade lph ia  
U nion Labor Record, organ o f the C entra l 
L abor U n ion  decided in  favo r o f the A. F. 
o f L . : on-partisan  p o lit ic a l p o licy  as aga inst 
a s tra ig h t labo r ticke t.

"O ut o f the maze o f le tte rs  com m enting 
on the referenum ,”  states the Record, “ m ost 
o f them  came fro m  Labor P a rty  enthusiasts, 
w h ile  others, evinc ing  an opposite v iew ­
po in t, fe lt  th a t w h ile  there  was a g row ing  
tendency tow ard  the Labor P arty , and tha t 
i t  w ou ld  even tua lly  come, the tim e  was not 
ye t r ipe .”

“ W hat the vote did show however,”  
sums up the Record, “ is th a t the shadow of 
a Labor P a rty  is im m ed ia te ly  before us, i f  
no t th is  year, then in  the no t fa r  d is tan t 
fu tu re .

$
N EW  YO RK— Three B rook lyn  judges in  

special sessions dispensed a l i t t le  wholesale 
" ju s tic e ”  by sentencing 28 members of the 
Independent Shoe W orkers Union to 30 days 
in  ja i l  fo r  v io la tin g  an in ju n c tio n  against, 
p icke ting  s truck  plants, and contem pt of 
court.

onomic re la tions w ith  the Soviet Union. 
W hy? Th is is one of the genuine ways to 
re lieve unem ploym ent in  the U nited
States. E very w o rke r m ust put. th is  ques­
tion.

Relieve Unemployment Through Broad 
Economic Relations with .Soviet Union

Lo t the U nited States government, ex­
tend long tim e and large-scale cred its to 
the Soviet Union, w hich has always made 
good on its  obligations, and hundreds of 
thousands o f unemployed Am erican w o rk ­
ers can be employed and a t the same tim e 
there  is  prom oted thereby the develop­
ment’ o f the economy o f the W orkers ' Re­
pub lic  in  Russia. I t  is necessary to  break 
th is  united fro n t o f Hoover and the bos­
ses, Green, W o ll and the labo r fakers 
against the Soviet Union and thus aga inst the 
im mediate and u ltim a te  in terests of the 
Am erican w o rk in g  masses

The w orkers, organized and unorgan­
ized, have a common in te res t in  a strugg le  
against the cap ita lis ts  and th e ir  too ls. To 
make unem ploym ent re lie f mean anyth ing, 
the w orkers m ust fig h t fo r  the sho rte r 
workday, the 40 hour and live  day week; 
to r the abo litio n  o f the speed-up; fo r  w o rk  
o r compensation a t the cost o f the employ­
ers „n d  the governm ent, to  ho adm in is te r­
ed by the w o rke rs ’ committees and organ­
iza tions; fo r  the extension o f large-scale 
cred its  to  the Soviet U n ion by the U. S. 
government.

20,000 Rush Ford’s Plant for W ork
DETROIT—Twenty thousand unemployed 

men gathered at the gates of Honry Ford’s 
River Rouge plant were brutally dispersed 
by police who hurled tear gas bombs and 
laid about them with clubs. Eyewitnesses 
reported scores injured. Three of the job­
less were arrested.

Rumors spread throughout Detroit that 
Ford would hire thousands of men At 6 
p. m. crowds were in front of the Ford 
gates, pushing to the front in a long weary 
vigil which they hoped would reward them 
with work the next morning. Monday morn­
ing they were told that the rumor was a 
fake. Hungry and desperate, the shivering 
thousands refused to leave the Rouge gates.

Hundreds of police reserves were rush­
ed to the plant when the crowd grew angry 
at the deception. The jobless stormed the 
steel fence protecting the plant, smashing 
It underfoot and assailed the employment of­
fice, breaking windows and hurling missiles.

Mounted police rode ruthlessly through 
the ranks of the unemployed, beating with 
their clubs and hurling gas bombs.

Toothless Foster Silent 
at Party Plenum

Thursday, A p r il 3rd m arked the ending} 
o f the P lenum  of the Com m unist P arty . I t  
can be described as “the du llest, m ost inana 
and valueless P a rty  ga the ring  ever he ld  
in  its  en tire  h is to ry . A t the opening of the 
P lenum  a cable (w here have we heard o f 
th is  before?) a rr ive d  from  Moscow, s ta tin g  
th a t the thesis on the economic and p o lit i­
cal s itua tion , in  Am erican was unsatisfac­
to ry  and had to be revised. So discussion 
on the p o lit ic a l questions was postponed t i l l  
the end o f the P lenum  and the thesis cou ld  
be changed.

The P lenum  proceeded to  occupy its e lf  
w ith  leng thy and w ordy general d iscus­
sions. The floor was occupied la rge ly  by  
Johnstone, B row der and the C om intern rep­
resentatives. The P lenum  delegates w ere 
made up o f fo u rth -ra te rs . Never was the 
level so low.

Wm. Z. Foster d id no t so much as open 
h is m outh d u rin g  the sessions. He declared 
th a t he had le f t  b is teeth a t the den tis t! 
Maybe i t  was ju s t as w e ll.

Tho on ly  opposition th a t showed its e lf 
in  any way a t tho P lenum  came from  F red  
Biedenkapp (ye geds and l i t t le  fishes!) w ho 
had ce rta in  objection« to o ffe r on the trade  
un ion  po licy. Y e t even th is  opposition, in  a 
ga the ring  o f mediocre?, was no t pe rm itted  
to express h im se lf before the enlarged ses­
sion bu t on ly  in  closed executive session 
. . .T h e  P ier am goes clown as the Iow-watex! 
m ark  in  P a rty  h is to ry  arid activ ities. 

f|>

Rally Workers on M ay  Day
( Continue-*, from  page 1 ) 

etc., fo r  the ' unrestric ted  r ig h t o f 
press speech and assemblage; fo r the ex­
tendon  o f la rge-sca le  cred its  to the  Soviet 
Union by the U. S. governm ent. These 
and lik e  domiuuis fo rm  a base fo r  a un ited  
strugg le  and dem onstration o f w orkers o f 
a ll p o lit ic a l and economic views on M ay 
Day.

F or a U nited F ro n t
Tho po licy  • o f tho o ffic ia l Com m ;m ist 

P a rty  in  tho U n ited  States, as led by Fos­
ter, M inor, Beo'aclit, ec a l un fortuna te ly ; 
sees in  May Day on ly  a Com m unist demon­
s tra tion . There persists the false concep­
tio n  th a t the mass o f w orkers -in the 
U nited States w il l  r a l ly  on May Day under 
the leadership o f tho Com m unist P a rty . 
T h ¡3 by no means represents the ac tua l 
development o f tho mass of A m erican  
w orkers a t the present tim e. The un ited  
fro n t s t i l l  rem ains one o f the m ain ¡ever« 
by w h ich  the Communists w ill ra lly  the 
w orkers to  its  banner.

O ur a im  on M ay Day should be to  
d raw  every w o rke r in to  a common move­
m ent aga inst ca p ita lis t ru le  and fo r spec­
ific  demands. F o r the Com m unist P a rty  to  
refuse to  enter in to  o r  develop a united' 
fro n t movement fo r M ay Day is to  l im it  
sha rp ly  the m ob iliza tion  o f the workers" 
forces fo r  th a t day. T h is  course is w rong  
na rrow , sectarian and has the resu lt to  
d ivide, no t to  unite , the masses in  a com­
mon fig h t aga inst cap ita lism . May D ay 
draw s near, b u t there  is s t i l l  tim e fo r  a  
broader movement. We ca ll upon the  
o ffic ia l Com m unist P a rty  to  act accord ing­
ly . The Com m unist League (Opposition)! 
a t C.ese conferences w i l l  work: fo r  a M ay 
Day m ob iliza tion  on the above basis.

D E TR O IT— Patte rnm akers o f the K e t-  
t le w e ll Co. h a te  won a » trike  against wage 
reductions.

E C O N O M IC  R E A C T IO N  W O R L D -W ID E



THE SITUATION AM O NG  THE COAL MINERS
By ARNE SWABECKOpen reb e llion  on a w id e r scale than 

ever before is  once m ore the answer to  
the  ru le  o f co rru p tio n  and rea c tio n a ry  
po lic ies w h ich  have long  dom inated the 
U nited M ine W orkers  U n ion  and reduced 
i t  to  a mere shadow o f its  fo rm e r s trength . 
I t s  m ain  re su lt to  date, th a t o f se tting  
im p o rta n t w o rk in g  class forces in to  mo­
tion , n o tw iths tand ing  its  as ye t obscure 
d irec tio n , m ay have fa r  reach ing  s ig n ifi­
cance fo r  the im m ediate fu tu re  o f the 
A m erican  labo r movement. W ith o u t re ­
co gn ition  o f these facts, a co rrec t esti­
m ate o f the events in  connection w ith  the 
s p lit  p roducing tw o  unions, both lay ing  
c la im  to  the t it le ,  U n ited M ine W orkers  of 
A m erica, cannot be reached.

The o ld  un ion  now  even m ore secure­
ly  lodged in  the g rip  o f John L . Lew is, 
w ith  h is a rb it ra ry  powers extended and 
h is  past reactiona ry  w reck ing  polic ies g i­
ven the seal o f approva l fey a delegation 
la rg e ly  represen ta ting  locals and d is tric ts  
long  since defunct, a t the Ind ianapo lis  
convention, is w e ll know n to the coal in - 
ers. As fa r  as the ra n k  and file  mem­
bersh ip  is concerned, the past h is to ry  has 
le f t  its  m arks. The cow ard ly  re tre a t of 
the  Lew is ad m in is tra tio n  in  the face o f 
the governm ent in ju n c tio n  in  the 1919 na­
tio n a l s tr ik e  and subsequent crush ing  o f 
in su rre c tio n a ry  s tr ik e  m ovements; the 
s e ll-o u t o f the 1922 na tio na l s tr ike , leav ing  
some 100,000 P ennsylvan ia  m iners who 
had ju s t  jo ined  the un ion  in  the lu rc h ; 
the be traya l o f the Pennsylvania and Ohio 
m iners  and the defeat o f th e ir  s tr ik e  in  
1927-28 • the b reak ing  up and destruction  
o f d is tr ic t  a fte r d is tr ic t  w ith  the suppres­
sion o f a l l  opposition, expulsions and gun­
m an ru le— these are bu t a few  h 'gh  po in ts 
o f  Lew is ’ regim e. They are  so com m only 
know n th a t i t  cannot be expected th a t the 
coed m iners  shou ld  now  h a rk  back to 
support the  rem nants o f h is un ion  o r  even 
have m uch sym pathy le f t  fo r  it.

A  m ost v ita l question there fo re  is 
w h a t the new un ion  signifies and w ha t its  
prospects are. I ts  leadership, apparent a t 
the  S pring fie ld  convention, can be recog­
nized a t a glance: A  com bination o f forces 
composed o f a section o f the o ld  c o rru p t 
and reac tiona ry  offic ia ldom — the F ishw ick - 
F a rr in g to n  m achine; soc ia lis t p a rty  types 
lik e  Gernver and A m e rih g e r; and progres­
sive, o r  one tim e  progressive, elements, 
typ ifie d  by H ow at, B rophy and Hapgood.

Serious Errors of Wrong Analysis
The o ffic ia l Com m unist p a rty  disposed 

ra th e r q u ick ly  o f the  significance o f th is  
new un ion  and the perspectives fb r  i t .  I t  
was viewed m ere ly  as a m a tte r o f Pea­
body, the coal opera to r magnate, h ir in g  
some m ore he lp  and a lready asserting h is  
ow nersh ip  o f the union. Tha t, o f course, 
is  no analysis whatever, since i t  fa ils  en­
t ir e ly  to  recognize the w orkers  set in to  
m otion  o r take account o f the objective 
position  o f the new union. Conclusions 
fo r  a po licy  based upon such an analysis, 
can lead o n ly  to  fu rth e r ' fa ta l m istakes, 
to  neglect o f opportun ities  fo r  extension 
o f m ilita n cy , and to  even fu r th e r  iso la tion  
o f the L e ft w in g  d irected by the Party . 
I t  is  upon ju s t such s lim ’ "  ies th a t the 
F is h  w icks and W alker»  th rive  and are 
able s t i l l  to  m a in ta in  a hold upon the 
m iners.

A  series o f ta c tic a l m istakes have 
been made by the L e ft  w in g  under the 
o ffic ia l Com m unist p a rty  d irection , w h ich  
in  sum and substance has assumed the 
cham clo r o f a system c t  w ro ng  po lic ies 
ever since the fo rm a tio n  o f the R ationa l 
M iners U nion. I t  cu lm inated in  the la s t 
ill- fa te d  I l l in o is  s tr ike , and to  a great ex­
te n t made i t  possible fo r  F ishw ick , F a r­
r in g to n  and W a lke r to  leave the s ink ing  
ship o f the Lew is ad m in is tra tio n  and to 
edge in  on the crest of the n a tu ra lly  m a­
tu r in g  rebe llion . Moreover, the L e ft  w in g  
became im poten t and no positive  fac to r 
a t a l l  in  these events.

What Does the New Union Signify?
F irs t  o f a ll,  i t  should be remembered 

th a t the new un ion  came about as a re ­
be llion  aga inst the w o rs t fea tures o f the 
co rru p t regim e o f John L . Lew is  and 
th re w  in to  its  fo rem ost ranks, H ow at, the 
one who to the m iners symbolizes th e ir  
tra d itio n a l m ilita n c y . In  th a t sense i t  
co r: !:i> • s ign ifies a step in  a

progressive d irec tion . Secondly to  re­
gard th jp  f ir s t  step as a fin ished product 
w ould  be sheer fo lly . T h is  im p o rta n t sec­
tio n  o f the w o rk in g  class set in to  m otion, 
b reaking the bounds o f the Lew is ru le , 
cannot be expected to be checked o r cowed 
by a F ish w ick  o r o ther, lik e  h im , coal 
operator agents. T h ird ly , there  is the ob­
jec tive  pos ition  o f the new union, w ith  a 
basis o f rebe llion , to  be considered. Com­
pe titio n  w ith  Lew is in  d e live ring  the 
goods to  the operators, a fte r  w ha t has 
happened to  h is  union, does n o t lead one 
to believe th a t m uch ra n k  and file  sup­
p o rt could be gained along tha t road. No; 
to  avoid stagnation and e a rly  death i t  w i l l  
be compelled a t least to  move in  a fo rw a rd  
and a progressive d irec tion . The ra n k  
and file , who have proved th e ir  fig h tin g  
capacity in  the past, w i l l  be certa in  to  
press in  th a t d irec tion  and there  is  no 
be tte r w ay a t present to  e lim ina te  F ish ­
w ick  and a ll  h is  henchmen o f the o ld  ma­
chine. T h is  fo rw a rd  course should be 
aided and given defin ite  m eaning by the 
L e ft w ing.

R a the r ind ica tive  o f the trend  o f de­
velopments, aside fro m  the fac to rs  a l­
ready m entioned, is  such an inc iden t at 
the S pring fie ld  convention as the d riv in g  
o f F ishw ick  fro m  the cha irm ansh ip  a t the 
f irs t  session and the e lection o f Howat. 
fo r th a t post, and la te r on fo r  the P resi­
dency o f the union. T h is  is  so le ly  be­
cause H ow at symbolizes to  the m iners 
th e ir  m ilita n t  s trugg le  aga inst the oper­
ators. On the o the r hand, the  fa c t th a t 
the seating o f F ra n k  F a rr in g to n —an 
openly acknowledged agent o f the Pea­
body coal company, w ho had the c rus t to  
te l l  the  delegates th a t he accepted h is 
$25 000 a yea r pos ition  in  o rder to  "step 
aside, secure a wage cu t fo r  the mem­
bersh ip  and thus save the u n ion ” ;— the 
fa c t th a t the acceptance o f h is  credentia ls 
could command such a b ig  m a jo r ity  vote 
c le a rly  show the immense s treng th  o f the 
rea c tio n a ry  F ish  w ic k -F a r r in g to n -W  a lke r
combine w ith in  the union. B u t even th a t 
re la tio n sh ip  can he changed, and m ore 
s w if t ly  so, w ith  a b road ly  organized L e ft 
w in g  in  th is  un ion  g iv in g  th e  necessary 
d irec tio n  fo r  the s trug g le : O r— w il l  any­
body perhaps m a in ta in  th a t L e ft  w in g  
w orkers  have no business w ith in  a un ion  
w h ich  has in  its  ranks the m a jo r ity  o f the 
organized so ft coal m iners  In  the U n ited  
States and has un ion  co n tro l over th e ir  
jobs?

Reactionaries S trengthen H o ld —B u t 
W orkers  Move On

A t tim es, when w orkers  are s tirre d  
in to  action, one can a lways observe reac­
tio n a ry  forces, labo r lieu tenan ts  o f cap it­
a lism , becom ing active. They endeavor 
to  fo llo w  the tide, t r y  to  get in to  a com­
m anding position  and assume, i f  neces­
sary, a progressive fro n t, bo th  to  advance 
th e ir  own personal in te rests and to  serve 
th e ir  m asters a t the opportune m om ent 
by using th e ir  pos ition  to  check the move­
m ent, to  lead i t  in to  harm less channels, 
ând to  w o rk  fo r  its  complete ann ih ila tion . 
A t  present the w reck ing  career o f John 
L . Lew is has le f t  h im  m uch d iscredited 
in  the eyes o f the w o rke rs ; h u t the F ish ­
w ick  m achine is there  to continue L ew is ’ 
ro le. That  has been su ffic ien tly  estab­
lished b y  its  record in  I l l in o is  o f wage 
cuts and sell-outs, expulsions o f m ilita n ts  
and the use o f gunmen, police and m ilit ia  
aga inst s tru g g lin g  m iners. H is to ry  has 
repeated itse lf, and th is  m achine has been 
able to m a in ta in  its e lf  in  a com m anding 
pos ition  w ith in  th e  present rebe llious 
movement. The m ilita n ts  cannot compro­
mise a s ingle one o f th e ir  p rinc ip les  w ith  
th is  o u tfit. A ga ins t i t  the ceaseless s tru g ­
g le  m ust continue.

Concern ing the so-called progressives, 
B rophy, Hapgood and the o thers who as 
yet, in  the eyes o f m any m iners, sym bolize 
m ilita n c y  aga inst Lew is  and the operators, 
there  can he no illu s io n s  whatsoever. They 
are careeris ts  w ho rega rd  Com munism  as 
weakened and comprom ised today ; they do 
n o t find  i t  use fu l a t present to  cover them ­
selves w ith  sym pathy fo r  I t ,  These A m er-

ican species o f trade  un ion cen tris ts  need 
to be s tead ily  exposed fo r  th e ir  weaknessess 
and vac illa tions . The m iners  m ust con­
t in u a lly  be on guard to  th w a rt Inevitab le  
be traya l and treachery  fro m  them. A  pow­
e rfu l L e ft  w in g  in  th is  new un ion  w i l l  be 
one o f the ways to  guide th is  movem ent 
in to  m ilita n t  channels, and a t the same 
tim e  to  expose m ore e ffec tive ly  these so- 
ca lled progressives who w i l l  m ore and m ore 
openly, as tim e  passes, be the  fig -lea f fo r  
the F ishw lcks, Lewises, etc.

A t  th is  ve ry  m om ent add itiona l evi­
dence has been given to  ind ica te  th a t the 
m iners w i l l  continue in  m otion  in  a p ro ­
gressive d irec tion . A  num ber o f I l l in o is  
loca l unions have a lready made decisions 
to  re ins ta te  a l l  members expelled by the 
F ishw ick  m achine since 1928. These are 
the expelled m ilita n ts  w ho were w ith  the 
"Save the U n ion ”  movement.
How Far W ill the Rebellion Reverberate!

Unquestionab ly, th is  open reb e llion  and 
sp lit, w h ich  b rough t about th is  new m iners ' 
union, set a precedent dangerous to  re­
ac tiona ry  m achine c o n tro l in  o ther trade 
unions. I t  is  ce rta in  to  produce reverber­
ations w ith in  the A. F  o f L . ; i f  no th ing  
e lse ,,the n  a t least the prob lem  o f fac ing  
a new “ d ua l”  un ion  w ith  a considerable 
base among the w orkers. In d ica tive  o f 
th is  a lready is the support th ro w n  by 
Green to  John L . Lew is as aga inst the 
new union.

The im potence o f the present A. F. 
o f L . offic ia ldom , fro m  the top  down 
p ra c tic a lly  speaking, and fa ilu re  to  se­
cure even the s ligh tes t assistance fo r  the 
w orkers  d u rin g  th is  c ris is , has been g la r ­
ing. T h e ir  absolute p a rtne rsh ip  w ith  cap­
ita lis m  is now la id  even m ore open and 
bare. The assaults o f the employers, who 
take advantage o f the c r is is  and perm an­
ent and mass unem ploym ent, as w e ll as 
the prospect fo r  com ing, perhaps tu rb u ­
le n t, defensive strugg les by the w orkers  
may also se rious ly  shako the apparen tly  
secure pos ition  o f th is  trade  un ion  b u r­
eaucracy.

In  regard to  the present status o f the 
coal m iners, one m ust n o t fa il to  take in to  
account the  several serious defeats suf­
fered d u rin g  the la s t few  years, in  w hich 
o ffic ia l treason was no sm all fac to r. The 
im m ediate effects o f a serious economic 
c r is is  and the extensive disp lacem ent o f 
labo r by  m achine and m echanical m in ing , 
com ing close ly  upon the heels o f these 
defeats, w i l l  n o t tend to produce the s w if t  
developm ent o f offensive ba ttles  by the 
w orkers. B u t on the o ther hand, these 
ve ry  problem s, em bodying continuous as­
saults upon th e ir  mgager existence, be­
come bound up w ith  active  resistance—  
w ith  s trugg le . U nder these conditions, 
p lus the qu ite  so lid  pha lanx presented by 
the coal operators tow ard  the w o rke rs ’ 
aims, the m ost tho rough prepara tions and 
m ost complete o rgan iza tion  possible be­
come questions o f serious im port. We 
reserve th is  p a rt ic u la r  p o in t fo r  another 
tim e. B u t c e rta in ly  i t  m ust he adm itted 
th a t w ith  th ree  unions in  the fie ld , th is  
problem  is, a t best, ye t m ore complex. 
However, th a t fa c t m ere ly  serves to 
emphasize the continuous process o f de­
velopment and change in  the social w orld . 
In  th is  case i t  represents a, new “ stage 
in  a long  s trugg le  to  reconstitu te  the m in ­
ers’ o rgan iza tion  on a nationa l- scale on a 
m ilita n t basis.”

le f t  Wing Facing Serious Problems
The N a tiona l M iners U n ion  rem ains 

the on ly  un ion  res ting  p rog ram m atica lly  
on a class founda tion ; but, as has often 
been emphasized, despite i ts  ob jec tive ly  
favorab le  pos ition  and the courage and 
de te rm ina tion  displayed, the o ther tw o  
un ions re ta in  the  m em bership o f these 
m iners who are a t a l l  organized and have 
un ion  c o n tro l over th e ir ' jobs. W il l  the 
L e ft  w in g  and the S ta lin ized P a rty  lead­
ersh ip  con tinue  its  o lic y  o f t r y in g  to  
w ith d ra w  th e  best elements fro m  these 
unions w here they have jo b  co n tro l, thus 
E lim ina te  these elements fro m  the indus­
t r y  and iso la te  Its e lf fro m  these im por­
ta n t sections o f organized w o rke rs ; o r 
w i l l  i t  again take up the correct L e n in is t

position  o f m a in ta in ing  the closest con­
ta c t and extending Its  In fluence am o i^ ; 
them? T h a t Is now  the decisive question. 
A  re tu rn  to  a co rrect po licy  can yet m ake 
the N ationa l M iners U nion— th a t is, the o r­
ganized L e ft  w i:.g — an im p o rta n t fa c to r, 
both in  developments in  the unorganized 
fie lds as w e ll as w ith in  the organised sec­
tions. B u t its  methods and functions m u s t 
o f necessity cons tan tly  change in  con­
fo rm ity  w ith  developing conditions.

The un ion  s t i l l  under co n tro l o f John 
L . Lew is enfbraces im p o rta n t sections of; 
coal m iners. W ith in  i t  are, p a r t ic u la r ly  
in  the lig h t  o f the la test events, possib il­
it ie s  to  spread the fe rm en t and to  do 
away w ith  th is  co rru p t regime.

The new un ion  is  o ffic ia lly  com m it­
ted to  the a im  o f the s ix  hou r day, th e  
five  day week and unem ploym ent in su r­
ance. These were adopted a t the S p rin g - 
fie ld  convention, the presence o f the F ish ­
w ic k  m achine e lite  no tw iths tand ing . These 
tw o  points, the sho rte r w o rk  day and so­
c ia l insurance, were the tw o  specific 
po in ts  co rre c tly  emphasized in  the  Com­
in te rn  address to  the Am erican P a r ty  
m em bership la s t yea r as p ra c tica l de­
mands to  be p u t fo rw a rd  in  the d a ily  
s trugg les o f  the w orkers. Theiy adoption 
by th e  new m iners  un ion  should serve to  
make i t  a m ore favorab le  s ta rtin g  p o in t 
fo r  fu r th e r  developm ent tow ard  a greater 
m ilita n t basis. B u t th is  w i l l  requ ire  sy­
stem atic, co rrec t L e ft  w in g  ac tiv itie s  and. 
devoted w ork.

In  conclus ion I t  is w e ll to  restate- 
the pos ition  o f L e n in ;

“ Undoubtedly, the leaders o f oppor­
tun ism  w i l l  have recourse to  a l l  th e  
tr ic k s  o f bourgeois d ip lom acy, w i l l  ap­
peal to  the h e lp  o f bourgeois gove rn  
ments, to  priests, po lice courts, In  o rd e r 
to  preven t Com munists fro m  en te ring  
the trade  unions, by a l l  and every means 
to  pu t them  out, to  m ake th e ir  w o rk  in ­
side these organizations as unp leasant 
as possible, to  in su lt, hound and perse­
cute them. I t  is necessary to  be able to  
w ith s ta n d  a l l  th is , to  go the w hole 
leng th  o f any sacrifice, i f  need be, to  
reso rt to  s tra tegy and adroitness, i l le ­
ga l proceedings, reticence and subter­
fuge, to  any th ing  in  o rder to  pen tra te  
in to  the trade  unions, to  rem ain in  them  
and c a rry  on Com munist w o rk  inside 
them  a t any cost.”  ( “ L e ft”  Communism, 
page 36.)

d)

Machines Displace  
M ore Miners

Displacem ent o f coal m iners by  ma­
ch ine ry  makes a new record in  the s tr ip p in g  
operations on the N o rth e rn  Pacific  R a ilroad  
p roperties a t C oalstrip , Montana. The Sci­
en tific  A m erican  describes the new B ucy- 
rus -E rie  coal load ing  shovel th a t l i f ts  ou t 
more than  b ig h t tons a t a tim e, dumps i t  
in to  gondola cars s k ir t in g  the p it  and re ­
tu rn s  fo r  a new load a ll  in  45 seconds. Op­
erated by on ly  tw o  o r th ree m en i t  digs and 
loads 5,000 tons in  a 10-hour sh ift. W ith  
the a id  o f a sm a lle r loader a to ta l o f 20,000 
tons are loaded in  24 hours, enough to f i l l  
300 o f the 70-ton cars recen tly  purchased 
by the company.

A  d ir t  s tr ip p in g  m achine bites out 15 
tons o f earth  a t a chunk, depositing i t  a 
c ity  b lock away a t a he igh t o f 10 stories i f  
necessary a ll in  one operation. The p ick 
and shovel man is out o f date hero.

M iners unem ploym ent grows.

< J>

S IX T E E N  COAL M IN E R S  D IE  IN  BEAST 
K E T T L E  R IV E R , K y — Rescue w o rk ­

ers s tr iv in g  to  save 16 coal m iners trapped 
by  a gas explosion in  the m ine here, hava 
found bodies o f s ix . The o ther 10 are be­
lieved dead fro m  heat and gas w h ich  fil le d  
the sha ft a fte r  the b la s t had cripp led  tho  
v e n tila tin g  system. One v ic tim  was 17 
years o ld  and the o thers had w ives and 
ch ild ren .

Over 30 rescue w orkers, who believd 
the rem a in ing  bodies m ay no t he found fo r  
several days are themselves In  danger fro m  
the fumes.
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The Five Year Plan and World Unemployment
( Continued from  page 1 )

poning tlic  m anifestations o f a cris is, and 
in  th is  m anner gain a new brea th ing  space 
fo r  the isolated W orkers ’ State. The task of 
the moment is a planned re tre a t from  the 
position  o f adventurism .

However, in  add ition  to th is  “ m in im a l”  
va ria tion , i t  is necessary to prepare immed­
ia te ly  another, more extended va ria tion , ca l­
culated not on ly  on the in te rn a l h u t also on 
the exte rna l resources. The perspective o f 
the p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion  in  Europe is  by 
no means less o f a re a lity  than the pers­
pective o f a genuine co lle c tiv ia tio n  o f the 
Russian  peasants. M ore co rrec tly , the se­
cond perspective becomes a re a lity  o n ly  in  
Connection w ith  the firs t. The o ffic ia l lead­
ership of the Com m unist In te rn a tio n a l con­
ducts its  po licy as though we were on the 
eye of the insu rrec tion  o f the European p ro ­
le ta ria t. - A t the same tim e, the economic 
p lan fo r  ten-fifteen years is constructed 
w ith  the aim  o f “ ou t-d is tanc ing ”  the whole 
cap ita lis t w o rld  by means o f an iso lated 
\V o rke rs ’ State. Th is  in co m p a tib ility , f lo w ­
ing  from  the reactionary, u topian theory o f 
socialism  in  one country, runs th rough  the 
pro? am o f the Com intern and a ll  its  p o l­
icies. Nobody knows the dates, bu t i t  can 
be said w it¿  c e rta in ty : the conquest o f pow­
er b, the European p ro le ta r ia t is undoubt­
edly closer to  th is  date than  is the liq u id a - 
don of the classes in  the Soviet Unon.

ho e laboration of a m in im a l p lan w ith  
ll.a aim  of m itig a tin g  the approaching c ris is  
must necessarily proceed fro m  the fa c t o f 
;i:o pre ren t isolated position  o f Soviet econ- 

Cut s im ultaneously i t  is necessary to  
¡reato a va ria tio n  based on the m utua l in ­
te rlin k ing  of Soviet and w o rld  economy. 
Mio general p lan elaborated, fo r  ten, fifteen 
>:• mere years can under no cond ition  be 
:o:)ci ” »ed any o ther way.

Obviously, systematic and á ll-em brac- 
I f j  economic cooperation o f an in to rn a tio n -

cue rac ie r w i l l  become possible on ly  a fte r 
:. i conquest of power by the p ro le ta r ia t
o.’ live advanced ca p ita lis t countries. H ow - 
eve:-. the t'rac o f th is - overth row  cannot be

won. T ha t is w hy p reparations m ust be 
x.rMe in  time, p o lit ic a lly  as w e ll as econom- 
C>-

W o rld  Unemployment and the 
Soviet Union

'rsccfnJl.y, there is every reason to count 
fur;: under the conditions o f the present 
eem ihcrclal and in d u s tr ia l c ris is , p a rticu ­
lar: y  i , j  csss of. its  fu r th e r  aggravation, the 
;pw c : Lcvernm cnt, by a co rrect po licy, can 
g:-ia e-i, incom parab ly la rg e r access to the 
rcw u ie c .; o f the w o rld  m arket. Unem ploy- 
i r - n i  i ; a fac to r o f huge im portance w h ich  
car. make its  impress upon the po licy  o f the 
next fu tu re . U nder the b lows o f unem ploy­
ment tlio  pow erfu l edifice o f the conserva­
tive trade unions and the social democracy 
can suffer deep-going cleavages before the 
in fin ite ly  more pow erfu l edifice o f the cap it­
a lis t state begins to crack. B u t th is  w i l l  
not happen o f itse lf. The co rrec t d irec tion  
of tho w o rk in g  class s trugg le - acquires an 
exceptional signicance in  the cond itions o f 
a ’ social c ris is . The general s tra teg ic  lin e  
of Communism m ust obviously, more than  
ever before, be d irected tow ards "the revo­
lu tio n a ry  conquest o f power. E u t th is  revo­
lu tio n a ry  po licy  m ust be ’ nourished by the 
concrete cond itions and tasks o f-the  tra n s i­
tion  period. Unem ploym ent occupies an 
ever more cen tra l place among them. One 
o f the m ost im p o rta n t slogans o f the tra n ­
s ition  period can and m ust become the de­
mand fo r  economic cooperation w ith  the 
Soviet Union. B u t the ag ita tion  under th is  
slogan m ust in  tu rn  have a tho ro u g ly  con­
crete character, armed w ith  facts and fig - 
I’ es. I t  m ust base its e lf on a general ec­
onom ic p lan  w h ich  takes in to  account the 
ever-increasing in te r lin k in g  o f Soviet w ith  
w o rld  economy. J h is  s ignifies th a t the 
general p lan  m ust be b u ilt  upon a genuine 
M arx is t foundation and n o t upon the theory 
o f v iso lated soc ia lis t society.

In  the present European and w o rld  un­
employm ent, con junc tu ra l events are bound 
up w ith  the organ ic processes o f c a p ita lis t 
decay. We have m ore than  once repeated 
th a t con ju n c tu ra l cycles are Inheren t in  
ean ita lis t society a t everv stage o f its  de­

velopment. B u t a t d iffe re n t stages these 
cycles have a d iffe re n t character. Just 
as in  a person’s dec lin ing  years a flo w  
o f s treng th  is a lways unce rta in  and b r ie f 
and every illness, on the con tra ry , affects 
the whole organism , so the con junct i r a l  
cycles o f im p e ria lis t cap ita lism , especia lly 
in  Europe, show a tendency tow ards the 
diseased sw e llin g  o f c r is is  by com parative­
ly  short rises. The question o f unem ploy­
ment, in  these conditions, can become the 
c e n tra l question fo r  the m a jo r ity  o f the cap­
ita l is t  countries. I t  Is here th a t the kno t 
is  tied  between the in te rests o f the Soviet 
U n ion and the in te rests  o f the w o rld  p ro ­
le ta ria t.

The task by its e lf is c lear and ind isp u t­
able. I t  is on ly  necessary to  approach i t  
co rre c tly . B u t th a t is p rec ise ly  w here the 
d iff ic u lty  lies. A t  the present tim e, the in ­
te rn a tio n a l education o f the w o rld  p ro le ta r­
ian  vanguard is  based on tw o  ideas: “ The 
Soviet U n ion  w i l l  b u ild  socia lism  w ith o u t 
you ”  and “ The Soviet Union is  the fa th e r-  
land  o f #11 the to ile rs ” . The f ir s t  idea is 
false, the second abstract. Moreover, the 
one belies the other. T h is  expla ins the as­
ton ish ing  fa c t th a t the s trugg le  aga inst un ­
em ploym ent is now directed by the pocket 
ca lendar o f K uusinen  and M anu ilsky  
("M a rch  6 th” , e tc.), and passes over the ec­
onomic problem s o f the Soviet U nion. ‘Y e t 
the connection between the one task and the 
o ther is qu ite  obvious.

Ways to A id  Unemployed and the 
Soviet Union

Complete co llec tiv iza tion  on the basis 
o f the peasants’ ho ld ings is an adventure 
pregnant w ith  a c r is is  in  a g ric u ltu ra l p ro - 
p roduction  and w ith  dangerous p o lit ic a l 
consequences. B u t i f  the p o ss ib ility  arises 
to f ru c t ify  the co llective  fa rm s in  tim e  by 
an in flu x  o f advanced technique, then  co l­
lectiv ized  a g ricu ltu re  could pass fa r  more 
easily th rough  -the period o f in fa n tile  i l l ­
ness and be able, a lm ost in  the next few 
years, to  realize a g re a tly  im proved harvest, 
w ith  such stocks fo r  export as w ould  ra d i­
ca lly  change the p ic tu re  o f the g ra in  m ar­
ke t o f Europe and la te r  on p u t the con­
sum ption o f the w o rk in g  masses on a new 
foundation. The m enacing d isp ropo rtion  be- 
teween the sw ing  o f co llec tiv iza tion  and the 
state o f technique flows d ire c tly  fro m  the 
economic iso la tion  o f the Soviet U nion. I f  
the Soviet governm ent could even use on ly  
the ca p ita lis t c red its  “ n o rm a l”  in  In te r- 
State re la tions, the tempo o f in d u s tr ia liz a ­
tion , as the fram ew ork  o f co llec tiv iza tion , 
could even now be considerably enlarged.

By a ll these circum stances, the Com­
m un is t p a rtie s  o f the W est are placed be­
fo re  the task : o f ty in g  up, in  th e ir  ag ita tion , 
the question o f unem ploym ent w ith  the 
m ost essential fac to rs  In  w o rld  develop­
m ent, and, in  the f ir s t  place, w ith  the ec­
onom ic deveolopment o f the Soviet Union 
And w hat is  needed fo r  th is?

F irs t, to  stop fo o lin g  the w orkers o f the 
W est w ith  regard to the genuine s itua tion  
in  the  Soviet Union. Together w ith  the 
ind ispu tab le  and immense successes a ris ­
in g  ou t o f na tiona liza tion , to  show them  
honestly  a t the same tim e the in te rn a l con­
trad ic tio n s  a ris in g  ou t o f the Iso la tion  of 
the Soviet U n ion and m istakes o f leader­
ship, and th rea ten ing  i t  w ith  p o lit ic a l 
dangers.

Second, to exp la in  to  them  th a t these 
dangers could be considerably dim in ished, 
and la te r overcome, by the establishm ent of 
a broad and coordinated in terchange be­
tween the Soviet U n ion on the one side and 
Germany and England, fo r  example, on the 
other.

T h ird , to  demonstrate th a t many tens, 
and la te r on hundreds, o f thousands 'o f  
w orkers w ould be able to  find  w o rk  in  the 
annual, p lanned orders fo r  m ach inery and 
a g ric u ltu ra l im plem ents o f the Soviet 
Union.

F ou rth , to exp la in  th a t th rough  these 
cond itions the Soviet U n ion  w ould  receive 
the p o ss ib ility  to  export a fa r  g rea te r quan­
t ity — leav ing  aside wood and o ther raw  ma­
te ria ls— of g ra in , bu tte r, m eat and other 
products o f consum ption o f the broadest 
masses.

The im porta tion  o f m achinery and the

exporta tion  o f raw  m a te ria l and food p ro ­
ducts could, by an adequate agreement, he 
set In to  d irec t dependence upon each other, 
on the basis o f a la rge  p lan  equally  acces­
sib le to  the understand ing and the check­
in g  o f the  Soviet as w e ll as the fo re ign  
workers.

The successes h ith e rto  achieved in  So­
v ie t in d u s try  assure a necessary basis fo r  
th is  entrance in to  the in te rn a tio n a l arena. 
I t  Is no t a question d f naked ag ita tion , but 
o f serious, w e ll though t ou t economic p ro ­
posals, m otiva ted by a l l  ex is ting  experience 
and c le a rly  fo rm u la ted  in  the language of 
technique, economics and sta tis tics . In  th is  
connection the Soviet governm ent m ust cer­
ta in ly  p roc la im  its  fu l l  readiness to  fa c il i­
ta te  an a ll-s ided  exam ination o f the accom­
p lishm ents o f the economic agreem ent fo r  
in terested labo r o rgan izations (trade  
unions, shop stew ards’ committees, etc.).

Unemployment and the United Front
I f  we approach the question p o lit ic a lly  

and in  the f ir s t  place fro m  the p o in t o f 
y iew  o f the re la tions tow ards the social 
democracy and Am sterdam , the task can be 
fo rm u la ted  as an app lica tion  o f the po licy  
o f the un ited  fro n t  on a scale such as i t  has 
n o t been and could n o t be p racticed up to 
now.

B u t is  i t  possible to  hope th a t Mac­
Donald, H erm ann M ue lle r, the trade un ion ­
is ts  o f Am sterdam  and the Am erican Feder­
a tion  o f Labor w ould  consent to  Such a 
com bination? then  is i t  no t utopian? is i t  
no t cone ilia tion ism ? etc. Such an objec­
tio n  w i l l  undoubtedy be made by» those who 
yesterday hoped th a t the B r it is h  trade 
un ion ists w ou ld  declare w a r against im ­
p e ria lism  fo r  the defense o f the Soviet 
Union (S ta lin  and Com pany). We did no t 
nou rish  these p it i fu l illu s io n s  a t th a t tim e  
and we do no t nou rish  them  now. B u t i t  
m ust be considered th a t economic agree­
m ents o f a social dem ocratic governm ent 
w ith  the Soviets fo r  the d im in u tio n  o f un ­
em ploym ent in  its  ow n co u n try  is neverthe­
less fa r  m ore probable than  the w ar o f the 
re fo rm is ts  aga inst im peria lism . W hen the 
c r is is  develops fu rth e r, the re fo rm is t gov­
ernm ents, w h ich  base themselves upon m il­
lio n s  o f organized w orkers, can be d riven  
in to  such a vice th a t they are compelled—  
to one exten t o r  another— to y ie ld  to  econ­
om ic cooperation w ith  the Soviet Union.

We have no desire o r need to  guess 
'th e  extent to  w h ich  i t  w ou ld  be realized in  
a c tu a lity . Should the socia l democracy be 
averse even to  the discussion—In  the f ir s t  
period th a t is m ost l ik e ly  to  be the case—  
then the p lan w i l l  a t the ve ry  outset Imbue 
the masses o f the w orkers  to  strugg le  
aga inst the social democracy. In  any case, 
the re fo rm is ts  in  pow er w i l l  find  i t  more 
d if f f ic u lt  to  defend themselves fro m  an ag i­
ta tio n  based on a concrete p lan  o f econom­
ic a lly  advantageous cooperation w ith  the 
Soviet U n ion than fro m  the s h r i l l  ye lp ings 
oh the subject o f “ social fascism ” *

I t  is  evident th a t th is  p lan  o f campaign 
in  no w ay assumes the softening o f o u r po­
lit ic a l re la tions tow ards the social democ­
racy. On the con tra ry , by co rrec t d irec tion  
the cam paign ou tlined  above can seriously  
shake the positions o f the in te rn a tio n a l so­
c ia l democracy w h ich  fo r  the las t few  years 
received im m easurable support th rough  the 
po lic ies o f S ta lin -M o io tov.

Socialist Construction and the 
International Revolution

The necessity o f posing the task o f 
soc ia lis t construction  in  an in te rn a tio n a l 
sense rises ou t o f the in te rn a l needs o f the 
economic developm ent o f the Soviet Union 
and a t the same tim e  represents the m ost 
persuasive and irre fu ta b le  propaganda in  
favo r o.' in te rn a tio n a l revo lu tion . B u t in

* The paper o f the I ta lia n  L e ft Com­
m unists, Prometeo, says qu ite  app rop ria te ly  
th a t i f  i t  is ve ry d iff ic u lt fo r  the social demo­
crats to  re fu te  the accusations th a t they are 
agents o f the bourgeoisie, i t  is, on the con­
tra ry , ve ry  easy fo r  them  to  re fu te  the a f­
firm a tio n  th a t they are Fascists. In  labe l­
lin g  the social democrats socia l fascists, 
the C om intern  renders them a. signal 
service.

o r ije r  to  en ter upon th is  road i t  is neces­
sary to  lea rn  over again. Instead o f a sop­
o rific  optim ism , the revo lu tio n a ry  tocs in  
m ust be sounded. I t  Is im perm issable to  
be content w ith  the r itu a lis t ic  c o n ju rin g  
aga inst m ilita ry  in te rven tion . I t  is neces­
sa ry  to  p u t the economic problem  square ly. 
The Com m unist a g ita to r m ust say openly 
and honestly  to  the masses o f the W est:

“ Don’t  believe th a t socialism  w il l  be 
b u ilt  up in  Moscow w ith o u t you. They 
have acomplished qu ite  a b it, bu t they can­
not accom plish everyth ing. The m any 
th ings they have a lready accomplished are 
on ly  a sm a ll p a rt o f w ha t is s t i l l  to  be done.. 
In  o rde r to  help them, such measures m ust 
now be taken as w i l l  a t the same tim e he lp  
you w orkers aga inst unem ploym ent and th e  
h igh  cost o f liv in g . The Soviet governm ent 
has an economic p lan  fo r  cooperation w ith  
fo re ig n  in d u s try .**  Everybody can fa m il­
ia rize  h im se lf w ith  it .  To be sure, you a re  
no t obliged to p u t b lin d  fa ith  in  me o r in  
the Soviet governm ent. Demand the exam­
in a tio n  o f the Soviet proposals by o u r trade  
unions, ou r p a rty , o r  by o u r social demo­
c ra tic  governm ent ( GertAany, E n g la n d ). 
T h is  governm ent m ust be compelled f in a lly  
to  take the road o f economic agreem ent 
w ith  the Soviet U n ion  because th a t is the 
m ore effective and advantagous road o f 
s trugg le  aga inst unem ploym ent.”

B u t is  there any hope th a t w ith  th e ir  
present leadership the Com m unist P arties 
are capable o f a serious revo lu tio n a ry  mob­
iliz a tio n  o f the masses? We w il l  no t de­
cide th is  question beforehand. The p o licy  
w h ich  we defend has such profound roots 
in  the objective s itu a tio n  and in  the h is- 
to r ia l in te rests o f the p ro le ta r ia t th a t i t  
w i l l  f in a lly  make its  w ay th rough  a ll the 
obstacles. I t  is e n tire ly  a question o f tim e. 
B u t th a t is a very im p o rta n t question. The 
du ty  o f the L e ft Com m unist Opposition is, 
there fore , to  use a ll its  s treng th  to shorten 
the period.

P rink ipo , M arch 14, 1930

**  We proceed from  the assumption th a t 
such a p lan m ust be created.

<I>

STEEL SLAVES NEED UNION
PITTSBURG , Pp.— W. E. Chalmers, o f 

the U n ive rs ity  o f P ittsb u rg  who spent 
m onths in  a survey o f labo r cond itions in  
steel t ru s t  towns, among o ther th ings says:

“ Contrasted w ith  a h ig h ly  e ffic ient la b o r 
spy system m ainta ined by steel co rpora tions 
to  fe rre t out discontented workm en, is the  
absence o f any un ion  in  the fie ld  to  lead in  
the f ig h t aga inst sharp wage cuts, unem­
p loym ent and long  hours

"The  sweep o f technlco logy th rough the 
steel plantB,”  has been unpara lle led  in  any 
o ther ind u s try . In  a 3-year period fro m  8 
to  23% o f the w o rk in g  force has been e lim ­
inated in  various departm ents o f ty p ic a l 
m ills . The E dgar Thompson w orks a t B rad - 
dock a P ittsb u rg  suburb, have cu t the 
num ber o f w orkers  fro m  7,000 to  3,000 in  
fo u r years w h ile  m a in ta in in g  production.

“ On the o ther hand the b ig  steel co rpor­
a tions have never been so prosperous. 
A lthough the fo u rth  q u a rte r o f 1929 was 
one o f in d u s tr ia l depression, U. S. Steel 
reported the h ighest p ro fits  o f any qua rte r 
in  its  h is to ry . Record p ro fits  have been 
matched by record unem ploym ent, sharp 
wage reductions and the maintenance o f 
long hours.

“ In  continuous process departm ents o f 
the b igger m ills , the 8-hour day is in  effect. 
In  o ther departm ents, and in  some o f the 
sm alle r m ills , the 10-hour day is custom ary, 
bu t 12-hour sh ifts  and the -7-day week are  
by no means uncommon. F ou r thousand 
men are on the 7-day week in  the P itts ­
burgh area alone. E very th ird  week U. S. 
Steel Corp. w orkers  m ust w o rk  16- hours 
s tra ig h t in  24 hours.”

E ffo rts  to  organize these m ills , despite 
d iscontent, w i l l  no t he easy, said Chalmers. 
The steel tru s t ana o ther companies, fo llo w ­
ing  the 1919 revo lt, organized an e laborate 
spy service. Company tow ns are under the 
iro n  ru le  o f company henchmen; free speech 
and assembly are unknow n; eviction can 
fo llo w  a g ita tion ; and board ing house keep­
ers are  often company agent»
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Throughout the W orld o f Labor
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O ur Statement to the 
X V I Party Congress

January, 1930 
Moscow

W ith  regard to o u r tasks and im m ed i­
ate tac tics  o u r op in ion  is  the fo llo w in g : i t  
is especia lly Im po rta n t th a t Rakovsky, 
-Mouralov, Kossior and the o ther comrades 
prepare a statem ent lo r  the S ixteenth  P a rty  
Congress, in  the name o f the e n tire  Oppo­
sition . T h is  decla ra tion  m ust be addressed 
to  the masses over the heads o f the leaders. 
The sense o f th is  decla ra tion  m ust he: to  
exp la in  the preceding statem ent and to  re ­
p ly  to  the apparatus bureaucrats; to  d iss i­
pate any possible illu s io n s  concern ing Cen­
tr is m ; to  denounce once again the na ture  
o f C entrism — in  p a rtic u la r  th a t w h ich  con­
cerns the problem  o f the w orkers, the P a rty  
regime, and the problem s o f the Com m unist 
In te rn a tio n a l.

C entrism  has no t changed in  the s lig h t­
est, i t  rem ains tru e  to its  na ture , bu t ve ils 
its e lf  under a barrage o f " L e f t ”  phraseology

W ith  respect to  th a t w h ich  concerns the 
In te rn a tio n a l problem s: we s t i l l  live  in  a 
period o f reaction, w h ich  draw s to a close. 
Our. tasks a re : to  recapture the lo s t posi­
tio n s ; to  sys tem atica lly  organize and pre ­
pare the p ro le ta r ia t fo r  the com ing ba ttles ; 
to  show up the inexperience and s tu p id ity  
o f  the high-powered po litic ians , who d is ­
cover a revo lu tio n a ry  s itu a tio n  today in  o r­
de r th a t on the m orrow , having burned th e ir  
fingers thereon, they can tu rn  th e ir  backs 
when i t  a c tu a lly  ex is ts ; to  po in t ou t the 
causes fo r  the fiasco o f a l l  the red demon­
s tra tio n s ; to  sum up a ll o f the “ bolsheyiz- 
a tio » ”  o f the Com m unist In te rn a tio n a l, and 
especia lly to  combat the a n ti- in te rn a tio n ­
a lism , the pern ic ious theory  o f socialism  in  
one coun try— w hich debases the w o rld  w ide 
eigniflance o i the October revo lu tion  and 
gives b ir th  w ith in  o u r ranks  to economic 
adventu rism ; to  once again p u t fo rw a rd  
the slogan o f the Soviet U n ited States o f 
Europe.

What To Tell the Party
In  ou r statem ent the complete tru th  

m ust be to ld  to  the P a rty  and to  the w o rk ­
ing-class. They m ust be forew arned o f the 
th rea ten ing  c ris is  w h ich, today, is  closer 
than ever. An in fin ite s im a l m in o r ity  tends 
tow ards m aking  concessions to  C entrism  
a t the tim e  o f the S ixteenth  Congress. T h e ir  
pa th  is no t ours. W ith o u t a th ru s t fro m  the 
base we sha ll n o t in fluence Centrism . Th is 
“ th ru s t”  m ust be prepared— th e re in  lies the 
problem .

One o f the m ost serious o f moments ap­
pears to  be in  the coun try— w ith  respect to  
the malodorous s itua tion  in  the co llectives. 
T h is  is explained to  a la rge  extent by the 
p o ss ib ility  o f avo id ing  d ifficu ltie s , o f u t i l i ­
s ing  cred its  and machines. Unions o f poor 
peasants m ust be organized m ore than  ever 
before. O n ly these unions, under a proper 
leadership, can give a c lea r cu t class char­
acte r to  the co llectives and o rien ta te  the 
movem ent upon ou r path.

The apparatus, acting  on ly  th rough  ad­
m in is tra tiv e  means and by th rash in g  about 
in  the press, can make the co llectives the 
opposite o f w ha t they should be. They can 
become the o rgan iza to ry  centers fo r  a ll the 
enemy ’elements in  the coun try. Unques­
tionab ly, the K u la k  movement is grow ing . 
A serious w a rn ing  is g iven by an inc iden t 
w hich occurred in  the Ivanovo-Vosnessenk 
d is tr ic t, w here a crow d o f peasants, under 
the d irec t in fluence  o f the K u laks, arose to 
beat lip  the Communists.

The C entris ts  Adventures
I t  is ilrg e n t and im p o rta n t th a t the 

causes fo r  the enormous destruction  o f ca t­
tle  be analyzed. Despite a ce rta in  h a lt in  
the g ra in  c ris is  and an am e lio ra tion  in  the 
ra tio n in g  o f meat, the rea l sa la ry  o f the 
w o rke r shows no signs o f any increase. 
P a r t ic u la r  a ttentions m ust be given to the 
s p ir it  o f the p ro le ta ria t. The Mensheviks 
already p ro fit by th e ir  d iscon ten t. . .

By no t le tt in g  up th e ir  blows against 
the L e n in is t Opposition, C entrism  has fa ­
vored the p o ss ib ility  fo r  a l l  an ti-S ov ie t e l­
ements to  raise th e ir  heads. The a tten tion  
o f the e n tire  O pposition m ust be d raw n  to 
th is  side o f the question— the resistance to 
coun te r-revo lu tion . A  p itiless  s trugg le  m ust 
be waged aga inst these elements, the Social 
Democrats up to  the R ig h t w ingers  in  the 
P a rty !

__ The en tire  C en tris t po litics , w ith  its
present “ L e ft”  aspect, is more and more be­
com ing transfo rm ed in to  a bureaucratic  
adventure. The coun te r-revo lu tionaries  are 
ra p id ly  m ob iliz in g  th e ir  forces, and the po l­
it ic s  o f C entrism  fu rn is h  them  w ith  forces. 
T ha t is w hy the tru th  m ust be p u t b ru ta lly  
and the problem  posed in  th is  m anner so 
th a t every comrade understands: the P a rty  
course m ust be changed o r reaction  w i l l  
tr iu m p h .. . .

— A  W O RKER

The Communist Workers 
A n d  the Opposition

A t a lm ost the same tim e th a t the Sta­
lin is t  P o lit ic a l Bureau publised an in s id ­
ious “ piece o f news”  in  ce rta in  Len ingrad  
newspapers about the supposed sabotage 
o f a T ro tsky is t, the Pravda published a 
le tte r fro m  a correspondent w h ich  is e n tit­
led “ T lie  Swan Song o f a T ro ts k y is t Group” . 
The au thor o f th is  le tte r, a fte r some gener­
a litie s  concern ing the strugg le  o f the P a rty  
on tw o  fro n ts , goes on to the fo llo w in g  
item s:

“ Thus, fo r  example, a few  weeks ago, 
a t the P a rty  pu rg ing  o f the nucleus in  a 
re p a ir  shop a t Be lgosstro i (M in sk ), a group 
o f T ro tsky is ts  was uncovered who cla im ed 
themselves to be 100% fo r  the P a rty  line , 
and who were c a rry in g  on a desperate 
s trugg le  aga inst the P arty . The group had 
published and d is tribu te d  coun te r-revo lu ­
tio n a ry  trac ts , co llected funds fo r an "a n t i-  
P a rty  campaign fund ” , demoralized the less 
firm  C om m un is t and non -P arty  fa c to ry  
w orkers. T h is  group was composed, 
am ongst others, o f p a rty  members and 
avowed T ro tsky is ts  who had been expelled 
from  the P a rty . A n  agreem ent o f m utua l 
support had been concluded between the 
'Com m unists’ and the T ro tsky is ts . Thus 
the ‘Com m unists’ o f the fa c to ry  nucleus 
had attem pted to  in troduce  some non -P arty  
elements o f th e ir  group in to  the P arty . In  
th e ir  tu rn , the la tte r  d id  n o t p e rm it a ttacks 
upon the pseudo-Communists. A t  the la s t 
pu rg ing , fo r  example, a ce rta in  T ro tsky is t, 
Relnzelberg, foam ing a t the  m outh, had de­
fended a mem ber o f the secret T ro ts k y is t 
P a rty , B us lov itch .”

Then the correspondent includes the 
discovery o f the group and the statem ent 
w here in  the leaders adm it th e ir  e rro rs , o f a 
type w e ll know n in  the statements w h ich  
are le n t to  o r extorted fro m  the Oppo­
s ition is ts .

The Opposition and the R ank and F ile
T h is  te x t pe rm its  o f a ce rta in  num ber o f 

lessons. B u t f irs t, i t  m ust be pruned o f its  
“ th ird  period”  lite ra tu re  w h ich  is  m ore cop­
ious than  nourish ing . I t  m ust be pruned 
also o f in su lts  and absurd ities (the  cam­
paign fund  aga inst the P a rty , e tc.). W hat 
rem ains is th a t in  the la rge  w o rk in g  center 
o f M insk, among the ra ilro a d  w orkers, 
among the ran k  and file  Communists, there 
was form ed an organized group, unknow n 
to the apparatus functionaries, w h ich  s tru g ­
gled fo r  the program  o f the Opposition. 
The Communists o f the nucleus had form ed 
a un ited f ro n t w ith  th e ir  expelled comrades 
and coord inated th e ir  s trugg le  against Cen­
trism . Thus, spontaneously, a secret fra c ­
tio n  was form ed w h ich  b rough t together in  
Com m unist w ork , the ran k  and file  Commu­
n is t w orkers  and the expelled —  and th is  
among a group o f ra ilro a d  w orkers  in  a 

la rge in d u s tr ia l center. The life  o f th is

sm all group shows c le a rly  the agreement 
o f the rank and file  w orkers w ith  the Op­
position ists, w h ich  the o ffic ia l press wears 
its  lungs ou t in  a ttem p ting  to  pass o ff as 
coun te r-revo lu tion . I t  fu rth e rm o re  shows 
by a concrete example w hat w o rk  in  com­
mon b rings together the O pposition ists 
and the revo lu tio n a ry  ra n k  and file  
w orkers. The example o f Pravda’g in d ig ­
nan t correspondent illu s tra te s  the "u n ite d  
fro n t”  tow ards w h ich  the L e ft  Opposition 
in  Russia tends and w h ich  newspaper w r i t ­
ers q u a lify  as re tre a t o r cap itu la tion .

A. N ik it in e  can express h is  ind igna tion . 
Such “ swan songs”  cannot sound too agree-

Gandhi Enters the 
Field of «Struggle»

La s t week we made clear the fundam enta l 
facts concern ing the problem s o f the In d ia n  
revo lu tion . We pointed ou t the impasse in  
w hich the n a tio n a lis t ch ie fs found them ­
selves, and in  p a rt ic u la r  Gandhi, caught be­
tween the th ru s t o f the masses on the one 
hand, and the pressure o f the B r it is h  on 
the bourgeoisie and pe tty  bourgeois classes 
on the other.

On M arch 2nd, Gandhi, who has begun 
the campaign o f “ c iv il disobedience” , fo re ­
seen by the Congress o f Lahore, sent "an 
u ltim a tu m ”  to Lo rd  I rw in ,  the v ice roy o i 
Ind ia , w h ich  serves to illu s tra te  th is  s itu ­
ation. In  the m a tte r o f the u ltim a tu m , i t  is 
an appeal to  the kindness o f the v iceroy, an 
anguished pe titio n  fu l l  o f irreconc ilab le  
con trad ic tions. “ I  ho ld  the E c itish  law s,”  
w rites  Gandhi, “ as app lied to m y coun try , 
to be an in q u ity  and a curse. B u t I  fee l 
no ha tred  fo r  the B r it is h , n o r the least w ish  
to ha rm  th e ir  leg itim a te  r ig h ts  in  th is  
coun try .”  B u t a ll th is  in  no way approaches 
the d u p lic ity  o f w hat fo llow s. “ The Na­
tio n a l Congress has declared its e lf  fo r  in ­
dependence. The D om in ion status w ould  
assure i t  to  us. You, yo u rse lf to ld  us so, 
bu t since you r decla ra tion  I  have become 
Inform ed th a t the po litic ia n s  o f  G reat B r i­
ta in  had no in te n tion  o f conceding i t  to  us.”

G andhi on H is  Knees Before the 
L o rd  V iceroy

In  the sentence w h ich  we underlined, 
Gandhi un ites the c la im  fo r  independence 
and th a t o f D om in ion status. H e w rite s  
th a t D om in ion status w ould  assure Indepen­
dence, w ou ld  lead to independence. And 
yet G andhi cannot be igno ra n t o f the fa c t 
th a t these are tw o  qu ite  con tra d ic to ry  
th ings. D om in ion  status is a fo rm  o f gov­
ernm ent in  the group com pris ing  the B r i­
t ish  E m pire , accomplished to the benefit o f 
the native  bourgeoisie; i t  is the demand o f 
the in d u s tr ia l and com m ercia l sections o f 
In d ia ; and i t  is also a prom ise th a t the La ­
bor P a rty  has made, bu t is, however, un­
able to  keep. B u t Independence, th a t is to  
open the door to  the p ro le ta ria n  revo lu tion .

Gandhi fears th is  second even tua lity . 
He w rite s  to  the v ice roy th a t h is in tra n s i-  
geance “ expla ins the progress w h ich  the 
p a rty  o f v io lence has made among us, and 
expla ins the increasing  seriousness o f the 
s itu a tio n .”  In  o ther words, Gandhi fears 
the w e igh t o f the revo lu tio n a ry  masses, and 
he also tr ie s  to  make use o f them  as a 
scare-crow  aga inst the v iceroy. B u t the 
end o f his pe titio n  is more p it ifu l.  He 
w rites, “ I t  is ev iden tly  in  you r power to  
prevent me from  acting  by lo ck in g  me up. 
But, m yself gone, I  have the conv ic tion  th a t 
there w i l l  be hundreds o f 1'aithfUl com­
panions to continue the strugg le . W h ile  
there is ye t tim e, I  beg o f you, on my 
knees, to  preven t the irrepa rab le ."
The W orkers W il l  M arch Beyond Gandhi

Lo rd  Irw in ,  viceyoy o f In d ia  by the 
grace o f MacDonald, was satisfied  w ith  an 
in d ire c t rep ly . H is  secre tary answers to 
the M ahatm a: “ The v iceroy has learned 
w ith  the deepest reg re t th a t you contem ­
plated a fo rm  o f action w hich, m an ifestly , 
a llow s o f a v io la tio n  o f the law  and a dan­
ger to  the pub lic  peace." S ick at heart,

able to  the. ear o f the apparatus bureau­
crats. And when the correspondent N ik *  
it in e  in  the end o f his note states “ th a t It 
is becoming incom prehensible th a t the T ro t-  
Bkylst group could have existed and couM  
have ca rried  on its  d iso rgan iz ing  a c t iv ity  
w ith o u t the loca l o rgan izations know ing  
any th ing  about i t ” , he o n ly  confirm s the na­
tu re  o f the reg roup ing  w hich,, in  w orker*^ 
centers, ca lls  the m ost in fo rm ed  o f the m il­
ita n t w orkers  to  un ite  w ith  the O pposition 
to r Com m unist w ork.

T h is  pretended swan-song b rings us the 
p roo f th a t the revo lu tio n a ry  though t o f the 
Russian O pposition is  very m uch a live .

G andhi is forced to  renew the strugg le  to t  
non-cooperation, and to preach the boycot­
tin g  o f B r it is h  goods and the re fusa l U) 
pay taxes. W ha t can be c leare r to  L o rd  
Irw in ?  I t  is a v io la tio n  o f the law , i t  i f  
a danger to  the pub lic  peace. Take care!

H ow  fa r  w i l l  Gandhi go in  his cam­
paign? The im m ediate fu tu re  w i l l  te ll.  
B u t when Gandhi stops, the revo lu tiona ry  
masses w i l l  not. J t  is  in  the perspective o f 
th is  continued developm ent o f the a c tiv ity  
o f the w o rke r and peasant p ro le ta ria t, th a t 
the respons ib ilities  q f the Com m unist In ­
te rna tiona l e n te r . . .  .A t the moment, there  
Is no Com m unist P a rty  in  In d ia . There are 
o n ly  ag ita to rs  who fig h t in  the L e ft w ing  o f 
the nationa lis t-m ovem ent, in  the bureaucra­
tic  m anner o f M olotov, by attacking, the as­
semblies where Gandhi and the o ther na tion­
a lis t leaders take the floor, Instead o f car­
ry in g  on propaganda and class strugg le  
a c tiv ity  w ith in  the masses by means o f a 
class pa rty . O nly the fo rm a tion  o f th is  
p a rty  can make the perpectives favorab lo  
fo r  the p ro le ta ria t.

The Durban «Raid» in 
South Africa

As an example o f the confidence w ith  w h fc l 
po lic ies are fo is ted on the Com intern  sec­
tions and a fte rw a rd  jus tifie d , you w il l  be 
in terested to lea rn  th a t a police ra id  re­
ce n tly  ca rried  ou t in  D urban  aga inst de­
fa u lt in g  na tive  tax-payers, who, however, 
offered no resistance, was ha iled in  the In -  
p re co rr recen tly  as a tr iu m p h  fo r  the Com­
in te rn ’s new South A fr ic a n  slogan. Thé 
ra id  was fa lse ly  re fe rred  to  as a “ native 
re v o lt”  due d ire c tly  to  the app lica tion  o f 
the new p o licy  w h ich  had Increased the 
influence o f the C. P. W hat are the tacts?

1. There was no revo lt. The police 
raided the na tive  locations in  D urban, w ith ­
out p r io r  w arn ing , to  compel de fau lte rs 
to pay th e ir  taxes. There was no a ttem pt 
a t resistance to  the police, who were armed, 
the taxes were paid, and those who were 
unable to  pay were pu t in  ja il.

t .  The Com m unist P a rty  has no in flu ­
ence in  D urban, i t  cannot m uste r ha lf-a - 
dozen members to fo rm  a branch. And 
so the new po licy  has been proved eorreet- 
by a re v o lt w h ich  never happened, pro ­
duced by an in fluence o f the C. P. w h ich  
is non-existent. These statements inc line  
South A fr ic a n  Com munists— both tn  the 
P a rty  and out— to  laugh. B u t they are 
apparen tly  sw allow ed w hole  in  o ther 
countries, w here fa ith fu l w orshippers at 
the shrine  o f S ta lin  accla im  the correctness 
o f h is line . When w il l  the C om intern cease 
to m islead? In  fac t,its  lin e  in  South A fr ic a  
is p rov ing  as true  as d id  its  line  in  China.

C. F ra n k  Glass
Johannesburg, So. A fr ica

JAPANESE R A D IC A L H E LD  FOR 
DEP O R TA TIO N

SAN FRANCISCO— Sadaichi Kenmotsu, 
Japanese Com m unist being held a t San 
Francisco fo r  deportation, was granted a 
stay o f hearing  oh a habeas corpus m otion. 
He is ou t on $3,000 bond. Kenm otsu was 
arrested d u rin g  the unem ploym ent demon­
stra tions in  March.

I N  I N D I A
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Ca Ira ,  organ o f the P. 0 . P. (W orkers 
and Peasants P a rty ) o f France, the new ly- 
fo rm ed  p a rty  o f the F rench R ig h t w ing, 
w rites ' on M arch 1: “ A na lyz ing  o u r  m an i­
festo, our friends fro m  Germany (the  
B ra n d le r g roup), a fte r some c r itic ism s  of 
de ta ils , conclude tha t outside o f Alsace we 
are  ‘the group closest to  th e ir  pos ition  and 
the one possessing the greatest in fluence ’. 
We are proud o f th is  new approbation, sent 
to  us by o ld  m ilita n ts . I t  is the commence­
m ent o f ou r in te rn a tio n a l contact."

R evo lu tionary  Age, organ o f the Am er­
ican R ig h t w ing, fo llo w in g  the tip , changes 
the la s t lin e  in  its  chorus o f p rev ious ly  
tn s tin te d  praise fo r  the good F rench com­
rades, by subm itting  them  to  a t im id  “ c r i t ­
ic ism  o f de ta ils ” . *  In  its  issue o f M arch 1, 
i t  w rite s : "The  S ix ( th a t is, the movement 
led by  the s ix  expelled m un ic ipa l counc il­
lo rs) have taken the road o f a new Party . 
On December 28, the conference ca lled by 
the  ‘S ix ’ decided upon the fo rm a tio n  o f &  
‘W orkers and Farm ers P a rty ’ . . .T h e  appar­
e n t purpose o f th is  move was to create an 
'• le c tio n  P a rty ’, a pa rliam en ta ry  apparatus 
fo r  the expelled. T h is  step—w hich  is d i­
re c t ly  con tra ry  to  the lin e  (?) and experi­
ences o f  the in te rn a tio n a l O pposition move­
m ent—has set back the development of the 
F rench  Opposition a g re a t deal.”

Thus the brave in te rn a tio n a lism  o f the 
R ig h t w ing. The suspicious tard iness o f the 
“ c rit ic is m ” — the P. O. P. was organized nine 
weks ago and an an lys is  o f i t  published 
a sho rt w h ile  a fte rw ards in  the M ilita n t—  
we w i l l  leave to  m ore qua lified  parties to  
exp la in . B a t we m ust establish, i f  o n ly  on 
the in te rests o f s tr ic t  .accuracy th a t Love- 
»tone Is-w rong  and S e llie r the lead ing s p ir it  
s f the new d ra ft  o f F rench  Mensheviks, is 

. r ig h t  a t least so fa r-a s  the disputed po in t 
Is concerned. And* as between the stated 
view o f Loves tone th a t S e llie r and Co. 
should have constitu ted themselves on ly  as 
*  fra c tio n  fo r  the "conquest o f the Com­
m un is t P a rty ” , and the action o f S e llie r 
h im se lf in  fo rm in g  a new pa rty , the m ore 
na tu ra l and proper path is  th e  Frenchm an’s.

In te rn a tio n a lism  Is  Forgotten

Indeed, w h a t have S e llie r and bis 
friends in  common w ith  revo lu tio n a ry  
M arxism  th a t they should fo rm  a fa c tio n  to  
w in  even the sh ive ring  shadow o f the once 
pow erfu l Com munist P a rty  o f France? No­
th in g , so fa r  as we can perceive. The 
P. 0. P. is  a p u re ly  pa rliam en ta ry  apparatus 
to safeguard the  m un ic ipa l, and in  general, 
the e lecto ra l bottom s o f its  leaders. In  the 
trade un ion  fie ld  (C. G. T . U .), i t  has a llied  
Itse lf w ith  the syn d ica lis t-re fo rm is t ele­
ments who are fo r  the “ independence o f 
the trade un ions” —th a t is, fo r  th e ir  de­
pendence upon the .re fo rm is ts  and th e ir  
masters. I ts  leaders’ ac tiv itie s  in  the m un­
ic ip a l councils are la rg e ly  ind is tin g u ish ­
able fro m  those o f a “ L e ft”  social democrat 
• f ,  le t us say, the more “ so lid ”  A u s tr ia n  
school. They do no t even bother, as Love- 
gtone and B rand le r do out o f politeness to 
the confused Com munist w orkers  s t i l l  in  
th e ir  ranks, to  ca ll themselves a Commu­
n is t  m ovem ent; on the con tra ry , apparently  
ta k in g  S ta lin ’s slogan as good revo lu tiona ry  
coin, they have labe lled  themselves a 
"w o rke rs  and peasants”  p a rty  .In  th e ir  
m anifesto, w h ich  was posted upon the b i l l ­
boards and w a lls  o f P aris  as I  passed 
th rough  th a t c ity  tw o  weeks ago, they ad­
dressed themselves to the good and honest 
F rench c itizen ry , and ou t o f sheer over­
s ig h t we p resum e .. .d id  no t as much as 
m ention the B o lshevik  revo lu tion  o r the So­
v ie t repub lic . They did appeal, however, 
fo r  a ra i l :  to  the P.O.P. on the basis of the 
good o ld  revo lu tio n a ry  French trad itio n s  of 
>—1789.

A fte r  a ll, one can read the m a te ria l o f 
B rand le r and Lovestone and find  some 
vague m utte rings about the Russian revo­
lu tio n  and In te rna tiona lism , lik e  the inco­
herent babblings o f a man w ak ing  out o f a 
sleep and ta lk in g  about something th a t hap­
pened long, long  ago. B u t Messrs. S e llie r 
and Co. are ‘ ‘sobered up” , they are qu ite  
th rough w ith  w hat they consider yester­
day’s bubblingg o f revo lu tio n a ry  beverages 
“ a r t if ic ia l ly  im ported ”  fro m  Moscow. W ha t 
hare  they to  do w ith  In te rn a tio n a ls  and 
w ith  a  revo lu tion  in  fa r-o ff Russia (o r any 
o ther coun try , i t  m ig h t be added)? L e t 
S ta lin  b u ild  up h is  socia lism  in  R ussia: 
that’s h is  a ffa ir. And  le t  B rand le r b u ild  
Ms “ Com munist”  Opposition in  Geramany,

If  he wants to. As fo r  ourselves, say Sel­
lie r, Gelis, C ha^e igne , Dunois and Co., le t 
us b u ild  o u r modest l i t t le  e lection machine 
in  F rance. Everyone to h is own tas te ! 
L ive  and le t  l iv e !  These a te  the fearless 
slogans emblazoned on the standards o f the 
R igh t w in g  “ in te rn a tio n a l” .

T ra v e llin g  Tow ard  Menshevism 
A t the conference to  constitu te  the 

P. 0 . P., hy the way, there  was also on hand 
Maurice Paz, e rs tw h ile  O pposition ist o f the 
Le ft. He too made h is essential c r it ic is m  
o f the Se lliers the fa c t th a t they were fo rm ­
in g  a “ second p a rty ” . Paz has found bad 
company. L ike  h im , Lovestone is l i t t le  con­
cerned w ith  a l l  these petty, bothersome 
questions o f Com m unist p rinc ip les . W ha t 
is im p o rta n t is  the question: Second p a rty

O ffic ia lly  the London N aval conference 
s t i l l  exists. The issues o f nava l tonnage, 
and lim ita tio n  o f arm am ent construction , 
m inced w ith  a l l  the verbiage th a t preceded 
the conference, rem ain, today a fte r a lm ost 
th ree  m onths o f negotiations. N ot the s lig h t­
est progress has been made between the 
im p e r ia lis t robbers.

D u r in g  the course o f the conference 
every conceivable method was employed 
by the Powers to bludgeon each o ther in to  
agreement. F ro m  the beg inning i t  was 
c lea r th a t th e  conference m eant to  establish 
the “ agreem ent”  o f the hegemony o f the 
B r it is h  and U n ited  States fleets over the 
seas. The conference was an a ttem pt to  
get “ o ff ic ia l”  sanction fro m  Japan, Franco 
and Ita ly .

The assum ption o f the U nited States to 
leadership in  w o rld  economy and the de­
pos ition  o f Eng land  fro m  he r fo rm e r ro le  
gave the p o lit ic a l basis to  the conference. 
To do away w ith  the o ld  w atchw ord—  
“ B r it ta n ia  R ules the Seas” —  became the 
ob ject o f Am erica. In  th is  she was success­
fu l,  inso fa r as i t  d ic ta ted  to  B r ita in  the ra tio  
o f nava l s treng th  g iv ing  her (U n ited  States) 
a free  hand to  roam  the seas, and m a in ta in  
a nava l f le e t second to  none. W hat became 
necessary fo llo w in g  th is  agreem ent between 
the tw o  lead ing w o rld  powers, was to estab­
lish  a fo rm  o f re s tra in t on the o ther powers, 
to  establish the re la tive  s treng th  o f Japan, 
France and I ta ly  in  re la tio n  to themselves.

Conference Cannot Solve I ts  Problem s

The demand o f the Japanese fo r  a nava l 
s treng th  o f 70 percent o f the U nited States 
and Eng land  became the f ir s t  obstacle. The 
proposal fo r  a reduction  o f th is  ra tio  met 
the stubborn resistance o f the Japanese 
delegation. The F rench pos ition  c a llin g  
fo r  a tonnage o f 725,000 tons, a g rea t pa rt 
to  be b u ilt  by 1936, rem ains, despite a ll 
a ttem pts to  fo rce  France in to  reducing th is  
figu re . I ta ly  stands on her o rig in a l p ro ­
posal o f p a r ity  w ith  France. To a llo w  
France such a h igh  tonnage, and a flee t tha, 
would in  s ix  years be the m ost modern 
a flo a t; and to  a llow  I ta ly  p a r ity  w ith  
F rance w ould  present a d irec t th re a t to 
the B r it is h  in te rests in  the M editerranean, 
and genera lly  be a th re a t to both England 
and the U n ited  States.

W ith  the g row th  o f the in te n s ity  o f 
con trad ic tions between the c a p ita lis t pow­
ers, the p o ss ib ility  o f th e ir  “ agreements”  
become more and m ore slim . The p re ­
d ic tion  o l the Communists th a t the confer­
ence w ould  inev itab ly  ru n  in to  a b lin d  a lle y  
has been sustained th roughou t the course of 
the delibera tions. There is no so lu tion  to 
w ar under cap ita lism . A l l  the problem s 
fac ing  im pera lis ts  p r io r  to  the o rgan ization 
o f the conference th a t was to “ solve”  them, 
stand as before.

Recognizing tha t the p ro b a b ility  o f a 
five-pow er tre a ty  was doubtfu l, a ttem pts 
were made' fo r  a t r ip a r t ite  tre a ty  between 
England, the U n ited  States, and Japan. W ith  
the hope th a t th is  w ou ld  be successful, 
Am erica  and B r ita in  threatened the con­
ference th a t unless France and I ta ly  w ould 
agree to  the proposals fo r  reduction  o f th e ir  
fleets, they ■Would proceed w ith  a three- 
power agreement.

Japan th re w  the w rench in to  th is  wheel, 
by re jec tin g  the proposals o f the  U nited 
States and G reat B r ita in , th a t Japan accept 
a reduction  below tbe  Japanese, figu re  o f a 
70 percent ra tio n  o f the E ng lish  and Am er-

o r  p a rty  fac tion . A n d  alas, I t  is  orecise ly 
in  th is  la s t question th a t S e llie r is  co rrec t
and Loveston» w rong.

I t  js  necessary, again in  the in te rests o f 
s tr ic t  accuracy, to  conclude w ith  one more 
aspect o f the issue. S e llie r w ould  be w rong  
and Lovestone r ig h t  i f  i t  were a m a tte r o f 
not organ iz ing  a new p a rty  b u t instead o f 
tha t, a fac tion— in  the soc ia lis t pa rty , a fac­
tion  a llie d —fro m  the L e ft  side, i f  you w ish  
—w ith  M. Z yrom sk i and h is  friends. Indeed 
i t  is not so long  ago th a t Lovestone, as sec­
re ta ry  o f the A m erican  P arty , proposed to 
its  P o lit ic a l Bureau th a t P a rty  members be 
sent in to  the S ocia lis t P a rty  to  b u ild  a “ L e ft 
w in g ”  there. Is there  any reason to  doubt 
th a t now, tra v e llin g  w ith  express speed 
away fro m  Communism, Lovestone and Sel­
l ie r  w i l l  n o t soon realize the step th a t 
Lovestone advocated in  an unguarded mo­
ment? In  o u r op in ion there  is none.—M.S.

ican fleets. I ta ly  has declared in  the la s t 
week, th a t unless the conference w ould  
Im m ediate ly agree to  p a r ity  between her 
and France, i t  w ou ld  be necessary fo r  her 
to  leave the conference.

A ttem pts a t S ecurity  Pacts F a il

A nd  add itiona l a ttem pts to  reve rt to  
secu rity  pacts as a so lu tion  to  the French 
problem  a t the conference m et w ith  fa ilu re . 
The powers ev iden tly  fee l th a t the tim e  is 
not ye t ripe  to enter in to  agreements o f a 
p o lit ic a l nature , a t th is  stage o f the game. 
They are content to  p la y  fo r  tim e  d u rin g  
th is  “ peacefu l”  period o f the w a r prepara­
tions. A  p o lit ic a l pact w ith  e ith e r the U n it­
ed States o r G reat B r it ia in , France cla im s, 
would ena'ble he r to  low e r her demand fo r  
a 725,000 tonnage ra tio . B u t w ith  Japan’s 
re fusa l fo r  a reduction  in  h e r demand, 
F rances’s assum ption o f the same position, 
and I ta ly ’s re fusa l to  agree to  less than pa r­
i t y  w ith  F rance, the nava l conference 
stands life less.

Secrecy P reva ils  in  Conference

E. L. James in  the New Y o rk  T imes of 
A p r il 5, sums up the present s itu a tio n  in  
London in  the fo llo w in g  m anner:

“ Thus the com plications o f the nava l 
conference do no t lessen, and w h ile  there  

have been m any in te re s tin g  proposals no 
one knows exactly  w ha t the s itua tion  is. 
There has been no m eeting o f the con­
ference fo r  s ix  weeks. There have been 
o n ly  p riva te  ta lk s  in  the greatest secrecy, 
o f w h ich  no record was kept. I f  the 
whole o ff ic ia l record o f the decisions o f  
th is  conference were com piled, i t  w ou ld  
no t f i l l  tw e n ty  typ e w ritte n  pages.

“ There p robab ly  never was another 
conference so secret in  its  w ork . Th is  
means th a t i f  i t  ever gets down to  m aking  
a tre a ty  an immense am ount o f w o rk  m ust 
he done in  se tting  down w ha t has been 
agreed. I t  p robab ly  w i l l  be found th a t 
no tw o delegations agree on any po in t.”

The collapse of the conference was in ­
evitable fro m  the m om ent i t  began. The 
mask o f its  pre ten tions has been to rn  
through its  complete fa ilu res . T echn ica lly  
the conference is  continued— a c tu a lly  i t  
has been dead fo r  weeks. T lio  conference 
demonstrates th a t under cap ita lism  the con­
trad ic tions  th a t ex is t cannot be solved 
through peaceful means. W a r and cap it- 
tsm are iden tica l. The so lu tion  to  th is  
problem  is the ove rth row  of th is  system of 
exp lo ita tion  and w ar. I t  is the du ty  o f the 
p ro le ta r ia t to  destroy th is  system and its  
lackeys, to  establish a system w ith o u t 
classes, exp lo ita tion  and w a r— a Com m unist 
Society.

<1>
STREET IU IL W A Y M E N  ASK RAIS E

PITTSBURG — (F P )—-Three thousand mem­
bers of the Amalgamated 'Assn, of Street 
Railwaymen are asking an increase in  
wages from the Pittsburg Railways Co. 
when the present agreement expires in  May.

The un ion  seeks a raise  of five cents an 
hour fo r  m otorm en and c o n ^ ic to rs  to  75 
cents per h o u r and a raise  o f 15 cents per 
hou r to  90 cents fo r  operators o f one man 
cars. N egotia tions have been in  progress 
fo r  n e a rly  a m onth. No settlem ent has been 
reached. The loca l has been g iven the ap­
p rova l o f the na tio na l officers fo r  s tr ike  
action i f  i t  becomes necessary.

Police Kill W orker at 
Anti-Fascist M eet

N E W  YO RK— B enito  M usso lin i, us ing  the 
U. S. im m ig ra tio n  service, reached ou t in  
a Cooper U n ion  an ti-F asc is t m eeting in  
New Y o rk  to  nab A rm ando B orgh i, an 
a n ti-F asc is t leader. As a re su lt one un­
know n w o rke r is  dead and ano ther 
wounded.

B orgh i, w ith  Vicenzo Vacirea, a socia l­
is t  and both opponents o f Fascism, were 
speakers a t a Cooper U nion m eeting called 
to  discuss labo r s tra tegy a fte r the fa l l  o f 
I I  Duce’s castor o il regime. The m eeting 
was nonpartisan  and a Republican p a rty  
m ember was cha irm an. Just as B o rgh i 
fin ished h is speech a federa l agent stepped 
on the p la tfo rm  to  a rre s t h im . B o rgh i 
jum ped o ff the stage in to  the audience, 
w h ich rose in  excitement.

A  c ity  detective was being ejected from  
the m eeting when he d rew  h is  gun and 
fired  w ild ly . The shot wounded one man, 
glanced off, and in s ta n tly  k ille d  an I ta lia n  
w orker. None knew  h is id e n tity  no r p o lit i­
ca l a ffilia tions.

B o rgh i was seized fo r  deporta tion se­
ve ra l years ago, on the advice o f fasc is t 
agents in  W ashington. L ibe ra ls  and ra d i­
cals p u t up a f ig h t to  keep h im  fro m  being 
re tu rned  to ce rta in  death in  Ita ly . Stays 
o f execution had been granted to h im . bu t 
he had no t been no tified  th a t federa l agents 
were a fte r  h im .

ROCHESTER TYPOS SHARE JOBS 
WITH UNEMPLOYED

ROCHESTER, N. Y . — (F P )—M arried  
compositors on Rochester newspapers w i l l  
go on a 4-day week .w h ile  s ing le  men w il l  
w o rk  o n ly  three days weekly, under a p ro ­
gram  v o lu n ta r ily  adopted by the three news­
paper chapels o f the T ypograph ica l U n ion  
to re lieve unem ploym ent among p rin te rs  
here. The action  fo llo w s  a reduction  o f 
w o rk in g  forces by the newspapers.

Naval Parley Bound for «Davy Jones' Locker»

Sellier is Right - - Lovestone W rong
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The period ica ls  o f the ru l in g  class in. 
th is  coun try  have in  the past year devoted 
a g rea t deal o f space to  the top ic  o f w ar. 
T h  U nited States’ new ro le  as the leading 
ca p ita lis t na tion  in  the w o rld , w ith  its  
search fo r  m arkets, raw  m ateria ls , and new 
fie lds o f exp lo ita tion , b rough t w ith  i t  an 
extension o f its  m ilita ry  p reparations and 
developm ent o f every character. “ D o lla r 
D ip lom acy”  in  its  penetra tion  in to  the 
w o rld  arena, is fo llow ed by the gun. The 
cap ita lis ts  o f th is  coun try , ju s t as the cap­
ita lis ts  o f a l l  o ther countries recognize th a t 
in  o rder to  safeguard th e ir  economic in te r ­
ests, the armed forces behind i t  are essen­
tia l.

The in e v ita b ility  o f con flic ts  be­
tween the im p e ria lis ts  is evident th rough 
th e ir  a ttem pts a t m ed ita tion . A  g la rin g  
fa ilu re  o f th is  character is the London nava l 
conference. B u t the w hole h is to ry  o f cap­
ita lis t  d ip lom acy shows the same resu lt. 
A ttem pts at agreements .lim ita tio n  of arm a­
ments, negotia tions fo r  peace, have a ll 
m eant: p repara tion  fo r  w ar, the search fo r  
a lignm ents, and the a im  to  d iscover the 
s treng th  o f th e ir  opponents. The im p e ria l­
is ts  recognize the in e v ita b ility  o f w a r and 
are co n tin ua lly  in  p repara tion  fo r  it .  They 
w rite  about it ,  spealc of it ,  and are constant­
ly  on guard  aga inst the "enem y”  A  few  
weeks ago, a sham a irp lane  ba ttle  was held 
in  the v ic in ity  o f Los Angeles again.-t the 
“ red fo rces". Th is  is ind ica tive  where the 
w in d  blows. A t o ther tim es p ractice  bat- 
ties are fough t aga inst the iiee* o f Great 
B rlf.V n  o r Japan. The m inds o f the mosses 

re Ic in g  p re p a r'd .

IVnr D e p ir tm e n t Ca'ls For Free Hand 
The armed forces, however, w h ile  p lay­

in g  a tremendous ro le  d u rin g  w ar, are not 
su ffic ient. The resources o f the be llige ren t 
nations are the backbone o f w ar. The o r­
gan iza tion  o f ind u s try  on a w a r basi3 a t a 
m om ent’s notice Is the object o f the ru lin g  
class. And so N a tion ’s Business, the organ 
o f the U nited States Chamber of Commerce, 
poses the question: “ Who’s going to w in  
the next b ig  war? And w ily? ”

Assum ing, and co rre c tly  so, th a t w ar is 
com ing, th is  jo u rn a l proceeds to prom ote 
a p lan fo r  m ob iliz ing  the in d u s try  o f th is  
co u n try  up to w a r s treng th  a t a m om ent’s 
notice. The proposal called, “ educational 
w ar orders fo r  m un itions” , is  set fo rth  in  
a b i l l  backed by the w a r departm ent, the 
navy departm ent and the Chamber o f Com­
merce. The B i l l  has a lready had hearings 
before the House com m ittee on m ilita ry  
affa ir:;.

in  order to  avoid a l l  possible delays in  
the event th a t w a r breaks out, the B i l l  in ­
tends th a t the Secretary o f W ar sha ll have 
complete power to  place w ar orders fo r  
m un itions w ith o u t adve rtis ing  fo r  bids, and 
w ith o u t being bound to  aw ard them  to the 
low est bidders. T h is  w ould  mean th a t the 
em ail in d u s tr ia l concerns w ould  he pushed 
ou t in  favo r o f the la rge  industries  th a t can 
over n ig h t begin the p roduction  o f w a r im ­
plements. The W ar D epartm ent does not 
w an t to  bother over "sm a ll concerns w ith  
no capacity w o rth  considera tion in  w a r 
tim e”
T u rn in g  the Factories in to  W a r Machines

N ation’s Business ve ry  c le a rly
s ta tes :

• M ak ing  m un itions  is  much more 
d iff ic u lt and com plicated than  tu rn in g  
ou t tru cks  o r trac to rs  o r p leasure cars 
o r  typew rite rs . Cannon m ust be as ac­
curate. as w a tche l. Shells m ust be 
pe rfec t” .

“ W ar is  now a fig h t o f the fac­
tories, a b a ttle  o f m ach in e s .. .The  na­
tio n  whose m an u fa c tu rin g  p lan ts  can 
m ost q u ick ly  be tuned up to  qu a n tity  
p roduction  o f cannon, she lls, search­

lig h ts , fuses, gun carriages, and w ha t­
not, w i l l  w in  a v ic to ry .

"G overnm ent p lants in  the U nited 
States fcave the capacity  to  f i l l  on ly  
fro m  five to  ten percent o f ou r m un­
it io n  needs in  a w a r aga inst another 
m a jo r power o r com bination o f powers. 
So the m a tte r conies down to  the large, 
effic ient w ell-m anaged establishm ents 
th a t in tim e of peace make automobiles, 
typ e w rite "- sewing machines, m u lt i­

graphs, s tree t cars, m achine too ls and 
o ther a rtic les  o f o rd in a ry  com m ercia l 
usefulness. In  w a r the v ic to ry  w i l l  go 
accord ing to  the w ay such p lan ts have 
been taugh t beforehand th e ir  w ar-tim e  
jobs” .

As fa r  hack as November, 192S, the 
A nna lis t in  a leng thy a rtic le  on the chem­
ica l in d u s try  pointed out tha t, w h ile  from  
an in d u s tr ia lis t v iew po in t the development 
o f th is  in d u s try  was essential to  the 
U nited States, ye t o f even more im p o rt­
ance was the use to w h ich  the chem ical 
in d u s try  could be subjected d u rin g  w ar. 
The a rtic le  illu s tra te s  th a t the chem ical 
in d u s try  m ot on ly  serves as one of the 
m ost im p o rta n t branches o f a w ar-p roduc­
in g  p lan t, bu t can w ith o u t the s ligh test 
d iff ic u lty  be transfo rm ed in to  m anu fac tu r­
ing  w a r products. W h ile  N ation ’s B us in ­
ess does no t m ention the question o f the 
chem ical in d u s try  in  re la tio n  to the war, 
i t  evident th a t its  im portance has not been 
m in im ized, since one o f the w rite rs  of 
these w a r a rtic les  is E. T. T rigg , ch a ir­
man o f the com m ittee fo r  N ationa l De­
fense o f the U nited States Chamber of 
Commerce. He is also the president o f the 
John Lucas & Co., m anufactu re rs o f pa ints 
— a chem ical indus try .

A*1 W orkers  to  be Entrapped

The em ploym ent of women on a mass 
scale in  the event o f w ar is one o f the 
ch ie f aims o f the B il l.  A  p ic tu re  appear­
in g  above the lead ing a rtic le  on the jo u r ­
na l, shows women w o rk in g  in  a m un itions 
p lan t. T h is  p ic tu re  is headed by the fo l­
low ing  cap tion : "G uaging o f ca rtridges is 
on ly  one step o f m any in  th e ir  m anufac­
tu re .”  The development o f m odern in ­
dustry , m ak ing  possible the em ploym ent 
o f women in  industries  such as chem ical, 
e lec trica l, iro n  and steel, etc., is c lose ly 
re lated to  the question o f w a r p roduction.

I t  is c lea r th a t in  the event o f w a r 
the cap ita lis ts  w i l l  u tiliz e  every conceivable 
force. We w i i l  w itness the arm ed forces, 
the organ iza tion  o f industries  on a w a r 
basis, the u tiliz a tio n  o f the women and 
ch ild ren , and a v ir tu a l existence o f m a r­
t ia l la w  in  the home country.

The w a r problem  is o f greatest im p o r­
tance to the p ro le ta ria t. The w orkers  bear 
the heaviest burden d u rin g  w ar. Even 
exem ption from  the actua l arm ed forces 
does n o t exclude one fro m  p a rtic ip a tio n  in  
w ar. To begin now  w ith  the strugg le  
against ca p ita lis t w a r is o f param ount im ­
portance to  the w o rk in g  class. Th is  
s trugg le  cannot on ly  be conducted w ith  
manifestos, meetings and protests. There 
is needed the actua l o rgan iza tion  o f the 
masses. Such an o rgan iza tion  aga inst w ar 
m ust be ca rried  d ire c tly  in to  the shops. 
P a rlia m en ta ry  and lega l means w i l l  no t 
suffice. The ro le  o f the Com m unist m ust 
be th a t o f lead ing  the masses, in  the p ro ­
per d irec tion . To give leadership in  the 
strugg le , to  he lp  in  the o rgan iza tion  o f the 
fig h t—to  the destruc tion  o f cap ita lism . 
Defeat w a r by its  ow n means.

o
PO LIC E BOARD APPROVES 

B LA C K JA C K IN G
LOS ANGLES— Police  Com missioner 

M a rk  P ierce w ants to  see m ore o ff ic ia l 
vio lence aga inst Communists. "The  m ore 
the police beat up and w reck th e ir  head­
quarte rs  the be tte r,”  P ierce shouted. “ Com­
m unists have no co n s titu tio n a l r ig h ts  and 
I  w o n 't lis te n  to  anybody who defends 
them .”  Tw o o th e r comm issioners agreed 
w ith  th is  idea.

STUDENTS BA C K JOBLESS AG AIN ST 
PO LICE

D E T R O IT — Over tw o  thousand students 
m eeting here in  a la b o ra to ry  conference 
on social cond itions have passed a reso lu­
tio n  condem ning the D e tro it po lice depart­
m ent fo r  its  "b ru ta l suppression o f the un ­
employed and its  dem onstrations.”  I t  called 
fo r  absolute freedom  o f speech and assem­
b ly  at fu tu re  unemployed m eetings and ex­
pressed the “ fra te rn a l s o lid a r ity ”  o f the 
students w ith  th e ir  “ jobless b ro thers  and 
s isters."

TRO TSKY O N  FOSTER 
A N D  L O V E S T O N E

In  the R evo lu tionary  ge (M arch I ,  
1930) the Lovestone E ig h t w ing  a ttem pts to  
show th a t the Am erican P a rty  in  its  ac­
tiv it ie s  and leadership is accepting the line  
o f the Opposition. I t  happens, u n fo rtuna te ­
ly , th a t th is  is no t so. T h is  tim e Lovestone 
quotes fro m  the le tte r o f comrade T ro tsky  
to  the A m erican Opposition. In  th a t le tte r 
T ro tsky  makes a scath ing c r it ic is m  o f the 
then leaders of (he Am erican Parry, Love­
stone and Pepper. Th is  le tte r also contains 
some views on Foster. W hat comi’ade T ro t­
sky said in  th a t le tte r w r itte n  in  C onstantin ­
ople in  A p r il,  1929 is borne out by a ll 
events th a t have transp ired.

In  reference to the S ta lin  apparatus 
and its  Am erican lieu tenants, T ro tsky  
w rite s : “ Lovestone and Pepper did not
create th is regim e bu t they are its  staff offi­
cers. I  convicted Lovestone o f a fo u l ide­
o log ica l fa ls ifica tio n  (see m y book “ Europe 
and A m erica ” ). U nder a fa ir ly  norm a l re ­
gim e th a t alone w ould have been enough 
to b u ry  a man fo r  a long tim e, i f  no t fo r  
good, o r a t least to  make h im  confess and 
re p e n t...T h e  s p ir it  o f the Lovestones and 
Peppers is fundam enta lly  opposed to  the 
s p ir it  o f the p ro le ta ria n  revo lu tion .”

T ro tsky  then discusses Foster. Love­
stone, in  h is ch a ra c te r is tica lly  d ishonest 
m anner, quotes o n ly  a b r ie f sentence from  
the le tte r, nam ely: “ The la tte r  (Foster) 
a lways seemed to me made o f more tru s t­
w o rth y  m a te ria l than  Lovestone. In  Fos­
te r ’s c r it ic is m  o f the o ffic ia l leadership o f 
the P a rty  there  was a lways m uch th a t was 
true  and acute.”  Lovestones steps a t th is  
po in t and quotes no fu rth e r. B u t the le tte r 
continues: “ B u t as fa r  as I  understand
him , Foster is an em p iric is t. He does no t 
w an t to, o r is no t able to  ca rry  h is th in k ­
in g  out to  the end, and make upon the 
foundation  o f h is c r itic ism s  the necessary 
genera liza tion. F o r th a t reason i t  has never 
been c lear to  me in  w ha t d irec tion  F oste r’s 
c r it ic is m  is  pushing h im : to  the L e ft o r to  
the R ig h t o f o ffic ia l C e n tr is m .. .T h is  same 
em p iric ism  apparen tly  suggests to  Foster 
the whole fo rm  o f his a c tiv ity , w h ich  con­
sists o f s tru g g lin g  against the l i t t le  devil w ith  
Satan’s support. Foster tr ie s  *o conceal 
h im se lf w ith  the defensive co lo ra tion  of 
S ta lin ism  in  o rder by th is  contraband 
route  to  move tow ard  the leadership o. the 
Am erican P a rty .”

I f  Lovestone were honest he would have 
quoted the en tire  section the le tte r, bu t 
th a t w ou ld  run  aga inst h is g ra in . Comrade 
T ro ts k y ’s analysis o f both Lovestone and 
Foste r has been confirm ed com plete ly d u r­
in g  the course o f the P a rty  events in  the 
las t year.

0
NO WAGE INCREASE FOR M E M P H IS  

STREET CAR MEN
M E M P H IS — (F P )— A n y  though t o f a 

wage increase fo r  s tree t car men was d is­
pelled when the un ion ’s executive board, 
a fte r conference w ith  the company o ff ic ­
ia ls , recommended continuance o f the ex is t­
in g  scale fo r  another year.

The vice p res ident o f the stree t ra ilw a y  
company com plim ented the men on th e ir  
“ p a tr io tis m ”  in  fo llo w in g  Pres. H oover’s 
adm onitions.

O
C A P IT A L IS M  B LA M E D  FOB CRIM E 

PRO BLEM
BU FFALO , N. Y . — (F P )— Inequ itab le  

d is tr ib u tio n  o f w ea lth  and an u n fa ir  indus­
t r ia l  o rde r preven t a so lu tion  o f the crim e 
problem , declared D r. N a than ie l Cantor, 
professor o f sociology a t the U n ive rs ity  o f 
B u ffa lo , in  a recent lec tu re  a t the U n ivers­
ity .

0
G R E E N V ILLE , S. C. — Cotton m ills  in  

the P iedm ont section are ru n n in g  a t o n ly  
75% capacity, as aga inst 83% tw o  weeks 
ago, accord ing to the president o f a la rge  
cha in  o f m ills .

0
BOSTON — 10,000 un ion  carpenters in  

Boston are  demanding re s titu t io n  o f the 
5-day week, gained in  1915 and los t in  1921.

0
M A D IS O N V ILLE , Ky.— One thousand 

m iners have s truck  fo r  a wage increase in  
western K en tucky coal fie lds.

FINES AND JA IL FOB JOBLESS
SE A TTLE — Of n ine w orkers convicted 

on a charge o f u n la w fu l assembly in  con­
nection w ith  the unemployed dem onstration 
Feb. 26, th ree were fined  525 each and six 
510 each. Notice o f appeal has been file d  
by the In t i.  Labor Defense. S ix  o ther 
w orkers convicted in  connection w ith  the 
M arch 6 dem onstration have appealed from  
a 60-day Jail sentence fo r  th ree  and a 520 
fine  each fo r  three.

Beating the War Drums
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LETTERS FROM THE M ILITA N TS
THE PARTY M ATHEM EI'ICUNS  

AT WORK
New Y o rk

Dear Comrades:
The Com m unist Party of the U nited 

States led by S ta lin is t "yes men”  continue 
to h ig h ly  exaggerate reports  on the re ­
sponse o f the w orkers to  its  appeals. I f  a 
w orker in  any other coun try  w ould  read the 
D a ily  W orker re g u la r ly  fo r  30 to 60 days 
and have no other in fo rm a tio n  on the econ­
omic and p o lit ic a l s itua tion  in  the U nited 
States, he w ould come to  the conclusion 
tha t the Am erican p ro le ta r ia t was ra l ly in g  
by the hundreds o f thousands to the banner 
of the Com munist P arty .

As a resu lt o f th is  accepted v iew  by 
the P a rty  leaders the Com m unist P a rty  is 
ca llin g  fo r  a mass p o lit ic a l s tr ike  on May 
F irs t, in  spite o f the fa c t th a t a l l  recent 
appeals fo r  p o lit ic a l s tr ikes  have been ob­
vious fa ilu res. A ugust 1, 1929 and M arch 
*, 1930 are tw o  recent examples o f the 
P a rty ’s appeals fo r  p o lit ic a l s tr ikes  th a t 
were no t a t a l l  answered by the w orkers. 
Those w orkers however, who p icked u r the 
D a ily  W orke r a fte r the A ugust 1, In te rn a ­
tiona l Red Day dem onstration and the U n­
employm ent ra llie s  on M arch 6, were 
in form ed th a t hundreds o f thousands of 
w orkers responded. A cco rd ing  to  the D a ily  
W orker o f A p r il 2, 1,250,00 w orkers  demon­
s trated on M arch 6 in  every in d u s tr ia l cen­
te r o f the U nited States a t the ca ll and 
under Com munist P a rty  leadership. Is  th is  
so?

Unem ploym ent is  an im m ediate and 
bu rn ing  issue fo r  m illio n s  o f w orkers. I t  is 
understandable w hy they can be set in to  
m otion on th is  issue. The  M ilita n t  has p re ­
viously  accura te ly  evaluated the M arch 6 
demonstrations. A  few  add itiona l comments 
may c la r ify  fu rth e r. We judge the exagger­
ations in  re la tio n  to M arch 6 o n ly  in so fa r 
'as N e w -Y o rk  is  concerned, w h ich  was the 
most successful. The P a rty  leadership and 
the D a lly  W o rke r states th a t 110,000 w orkers  
assembled in  U nion Square on M arch 6. 
The M arch 6 th  New Y o rk  D em onstra tion

Counting every one present, 60,000 is 
the m axim um  figure. P robabaly the to ta l 
* ro w d  did n o t to ta l 50,000. O f the 50 to  60 
thousand assembled, a t least h a lf  were p re ­
sent on ly  out of cu rios ity . One on ly  had to  
m ingle w ith  the crow d fo r  less, than  10 
m inutes to  discover tha t. The w r ite r  saw 
many h igh  school and college students, as 
w e ll as business men, who in  speaking 
among thomelves, stated th a t they wanted 
to see the r io t, w h ile  others, a n ti-ra d ica l to  
the core, asserted th a t they were w a itin g  
to w atch the reds get beaten up. W hen 
these same persons appear in  U nion Square 
May 1, w i l l  these elements be counted as ad­
herents o f the Veterans o r o f the Com­
m un is t Party?

The c la im  th a t 110,000 were present is 
r id icu lous, and then to c la im  th a t they were 
a lt  dem onstrators does m ore ha rm  than  
good to the Com m unist movement. I t  is, 
however, in  general lin e  w ith  the P a rty  
po licy to  double o r t r ip le  the attendance 
o f any .m eeting o r dem onstration  when a 
re p o rt appears in  the P a rty  press. T h is  
haS resu lted in  any num ber o f w orkers  los­
ing  confidence in  the D a ily  W o rke r and 
P a rty  press as an accurate spokesman o f 
the w o rk in g  class.

In  the Unions
The same irre s p o n s ib ility  to  be found in  

re la tions to dem onstrations can also be 
discovered in  the trade un ion p o licy  o f the 
L e ft w in g  unions under P a rty  con tro l. In  
add ition  to  b a rr in g  n on -pa rty  members 
fro m  p la y in g  any lead ing ro le  in  these o r­
ganizations, the S ta lin is ts  exaggerate the 
s treng th  o f the L e ft w ing  o rgan izations and 
cons tan tly  te ll o f the decay o f the R ig h t 
w in g  unions, even when i t  is  fa r  fro m  the 
actual facts.

U n tru th s  and Illu s io n s  Don’t  H e lp  
the Com munists

In  N W  Y o rk  C ity, w here the Needle 
Trades W orkers  In d u s tr ia l U n ion  has lo s t 
c o n tro l o f the  needle trades w orkers  to  
the R ig h t w in g  In te rn a tio n a l Laides G ar­
m ent W orkers  U nion and the In te rn a tio n a l 
F u r  W orkers  U nion, the Ben Golds and 
Rose W ortises, instead o f a d m ittin g  th a t 
the  un ion  is  on ly  a skeleton, do no t adm it 
past m istakes, b u t t r y  to  b lu ff the w orkers.

Becom ing more and more disgusted by the 
tac tics  o f the S ta lin is ts , they are d riven  in to  
the R ig h t w in g  camp.

In  the N a tiona l M iners  U nion and the 
N a tiona l T ex tile  W orkers  U nion, the same 
s itu a tio n  is to  be found. The S ta lin is ts  
make no a ttem pt to  face the problem s o f the 
w orkers, b u t instead take the easier path 
o f issu ing revo lu tio n a ry  statements. These 
look ve ry  good on paper bu t do not help to 
organize the w orkers. T h is  po licy  m ust be 
ended, and iu  its  place a program  adopted 
th a t w i l l  r a l ly  the w orkers  in  s trugg les 
th a t w i l l  advance the w o rke rs ’ and Commu­
n is t m ovement in  th is  coun try. A  f irs t  step 
should be to  end the attacks on the suppor­
te rs  o f the L e ft Opposition who are mem­
bers o f the L e ft w in g  unions. In  general 
too, un ion  members who are w il l in g  and 
capable to  do w o rk  in  the o rgan izations 
m ust no t be barred because o f th e ir  p o lit i­
ca l o r  lack  o f p o lit ic a l po in t o f v iew , as 
is  the case now.

The “ Cooperative”  Cafeteria
The D a ily  W orke r and o ther P a rty  o r ­

gans use up valuable space to  condone the 
m urde r o f comrade B lu m ld n  a t the o rder of 
S ta lin , because he supported the L e n in is t 
program  o f the O pposition led by T ro tsky. 
M ay we note a few  o ther practices o f the 
S ta lin is t C entra l Com mittee d u rin g  the 
"T h ird  P eriod” ?

Up u n t il a few  m onths ago the D a lly  
W o rke r press w h ich  p rin ts  the v icious, ly ­
in g  attacks on T ro tsky  and the L e ft Com­
m un is t Opposition, also p rin te d , d a ily  the 
Nove Russkye Slovo, organ o f the m onar­
ch is t forces in  the U nited States. S ha ll we 
Bay th a t the D a ily  W o rke r is the a lly  of 
General K outiepov? F o r  th is  w h ite  guard 
sheet stands on the same program  as 
K outiepov and the o ther coun te r-revo lu tion ­
a ry  forces w ho w an t to  reestablish a m on­
archy.

The Com m unist P a rty  d isg race fu lly  
fools the New Y o rk  w orkers  by a llo w in g  the 
p riv a te ly  owned, ca fe teria  in  the W orkers  
Center, 26-28 U nion Square to use the name 
o f Cooperative Cafeteria . W hen the P ro - 
letcos, a cooperative owned by the P a rty  
sold the res ta u ra n t to  a p riva te  in d iv id u a l 
several m onths ago, the use o f the name,

. Cooperative, was included. A t  the present 
tim e  thousands o f w orkers  re g u la r ly  use the 
cafe teria , under the im pression th a t i t  is 
a le f t  w in g  in s t itu t io n  and the p ro fits  go 
tow ards the D a lly  W o rke r and the F re llie it,  
w h ile  a c tu a lly  they go in  the pockets o f the 
c a p ita lis t owner.

The p ro le ta ria n  members and the L e ft 
w in g  w orkers  who support the P a rty  m ust 
demand the end o f exaggerations and bom­
bast, a t ru th fu l p o licy  in  the P a rty  press, 
a rev iva l o f the le f t  w in g  un ions on a broad 
basis and the ending o f such treachery  as 
the fake cooperative. U n t il th a t tim e  a ll  
the so-called “ v ic to ries ”  o f the Com m unist 
m ovm ent in  the U n ited  States are b u ilt  
on sand and w i l l  crum ble  a t the f i r s t  rea l 
m ajor co n flic t w ith  the ca p ita lis t class.

The ca p ita lis t class and its  agents are 
m ob iliz ing  aga in t the p a rty  fo r  May Day. 
L e t the P a rty  answer by a un ited  strugg le  
in  w h ich  a ll  possible forces can p a rtic ipa te  
and defeat the p lans o f the bosses. I t  is 
up to Foster, M in o r and th e ir  associates. 
W ha t w i l l  the  answer be?

—F R A N K  BRO M LEY

D IV ID E N D S  GO U P ! WAGES COME DOWN
Chicago, 111.

Dear Comrades:
I f  you are a w orker out o f a job  and 

tram p in g  the streets begging fo r  a chance 
to w o rk ; o r i f  you are s t i l l  w o rk in g , bu t 
your wages havte been slashed to  the bone, 
buck up and take  heart, fo r  you r roya l 
h igh ch ie f and m aster, B ig  Business, is do­
ing  w e ll. T h is  should gladden the hearts 
o f m illio n s  o f unemployed and th e ir  fa m i­
lies, w hatever m ig h t be th e ir  present state 
o f m isery. L ikew ise , fo r  a ll those who have 
been com pelled to  speed up and take a wage 
cu t under th rea ts  o f a layo ff.

In  regard to  dividends fo r  the f ir s t  
q u a rte r o f 1930, the Chicago T ribune , a 
newspaper a lways lav ish  w ith  Its  pra ise o f 
"B ig  Business,”  has the fo llo w in g  to  say: 

“ I t  is estim ated th a t payments today 
reached approx im a te ly  $550,000,000, and

that, lo r  the en tire  m onth they to ta l close . 
to $700,000,000.

“ E ig h t hundred im p o rta n t co rpo r­
ations and upw ard o f 1,800 companies of 
a l l  descrip tions make disbursem ents th is  
m onth. D iv idend  declara tions d u rin g  
M arch are estimated a t $427,121,988, and 
fo r  the f i r s t  qu a rte r a t $1,170,082,645. 
T ha t was an increase o f about 17 percent 
compared w ith  the corresponding period 
o f las t year,”

M eanw hile , the H oover b ig  business 
conferences in  the ea rly  p a rt o f the w in te r 
are da ily  being revealed as no th ing  more 
than a get-togetheir fo r  the purpose to p lan  
system atic reductions o f wages. To pu t 
i t  over more successfully, i t  was necessary 
to  adopt a plan based upon progressive 
stages and, cyn ica lly , sa lt i t  down w ith  
ba llyhoo propaganda about no wage reduc­
tions in  o rde r to lu l l  the unsuspecting w o rk ­
ers .to sleep, and thus to take them  by 
surprise .

M r. Owen D. Young, o f Reparations 
fame, e rs tw h ile  pa rtn e r o f J. P. Morgan, 
le t the cat o u t o f the bag the o ther day 
when he made a guarded statem ent about 
necessity to  reduce the standard o f liv in g  
of Am erican w orkers  in  o rde r to  complete 
p ro fita b ly , fo r  the A m erican  cap ita lis ts , 
fo r  the w o rld  trade. Nevertheless, w o rk in g  
men and women are asked and expected 
to he cheerfu l in  th e ir  state o f m isery. Re­
member, Hoover and B ig  Business are do­
in g  qu ite  w ell. — J. M1HEL1C

o
MATTHEW WOLE PROVES HIMSELF

Kansas C ity , Mo.
Dear Com rades:

I f  any fu r th e r  con firm ation  of M atthew  
W o ll’s character were needed, the readiness 
w ith  w hich he jo in s  the an ti-S ov ie t r e l i ­
gious propagandists would be sufficient. As 
acting  president o f the N ationa l C iv ic Fed­
era tion , M r. W o ll l.as been an effic ient stew­
ard  to the c a p ita lis t barons. And, lik e  a 
tru s ty  servant, he is a le rt to  guard the 
ranks o f the m enia ls against the in tru s io n  
o f any unorthodox ideas: p o lit ica l, econom­
ic o r re lig ious.

So M r. W o ll adds ,1ns pious voice to 
the h a lle lu ja h  chorus now pronouncing an­
athemas upon the Soviet Union. He says 
in  p a rt:

"There  is o n ly  one issue in  the So­
v ie t s itua tion  as fa r  as Am ericans are 
concerned, and th a t is e n tire ly  one o f 
p rinc ip le . The question is no t w hether 

R uss irns  are ' being a l i t t le  be tte r fed th is  
year than  last, o r  w hether they are 
being a l i t t le  more p oo rly  fed th is  year 
than  last. The question is  w hether o r 
n o t we believe the freedom  and democ­
racy o f ou r c iv iliz a tio n  superio r to  the 
d ic ta to rs h ip .. .o f Com munism .”
A l l  o f th is  sounds susp ic iously lik e  the 

o ld  w a r-c ry , "M ake the w o r ld  safe fo r  
democracy.”  O nly th is  tim e  i t  w i l l  be, 
“ make the w o rld  safe fo r  God.”  F o r the 
n th  tim e the w o rld  is to  be drenched in  
blood in  the name o f re lig io n  —  i f  the 
preachers, p lu to c ra ts  and M athew  W olls  
have th e ir  way. Before we go ou t to 
save God and Gold, we w ou ld  request 
M r. W o ll to  show us “ the freedom  and 
democracy o f o u r own c iv iliz a tio n .”  One 
suspects tha t, lik e  God, they exist on ly  
in  fligh ts  o f rhe to ric .

VVoll’s Poison Goods 
The d is tingu ished " la b o r leader" 

closes h is  com m ent, anent th e  Russian 
s itua tion  in  tw o  p ith y  sentences: " I t  is, 
in  short, one system aga inst another. 
And the con flic t between the tw o  w i l l  con­
tinue  u n t il one o r the o ther passes from  the 
scene. There is no such th in g  as com­
prom ise possible in  such a co n flic t’’ . . . “ I t  
is evident th a t the w o rld  a t las t senses some­
th in g  o f the fu l l  t ru th  about the Com­
m un is t s itu a tio n .”

The f irs t  po in t is a naive statem ent 
fo r a p o lit ic ia n  o f M r. W o ll’s ca lib re  to 
make. 0 /  course the con flic t between cap it- 
a ls im  and comm unism  is  irre co n c ila b le ; in  
the ve ry  na tu re  o f th ings there  can be no 
basis o f compromise. On the one side are 
arrayed  the cap ita lis ts , the preachers, the 
re fo rm is ts , the p ink-tea  rad ica ls , and the 
goose-stepping, so-called labo r offic ia ls. On

the other side stands the explo ited p ro le ta r­
iat, bu t w ra th fu l and m igh ty , re fus ing  any 
longer to  sw a llow  the poisons o f re lig io n  
and pa trio tism .

As M r. W o ll says, “ I t  is evident th a t 
the w orld , a t last, senses som ething o f the 
fu l l  t ru th  about the Com m unist s itua tion .”  
The fu l l  t ru th , realized by the w orkers  o f 
the w o rld , w i l l  dissolve the economic sys­
tem by w hich the M athew W o lls  p ro fit, 
th ro w in g  both them and th e ir  ca p ita lis t 
masters out o f jobs. We hove learned to  
d is tingu ish  between bearers o f tru th  and 
purveyors o f poison. B y  the labe l on h 1« 
wares, M r. W o ll cannot be placed in  the 
fo rm er category. — HAR OLD PREECE

Rail Workers For Six 
Hour Day

( Continued from  page 1 ) 
ference a t its  ga the ring  o f M arch 19th unan­
im ously passed the reso lu tion  p rin te d  in  
pa rt below, concern ing the recent conven­
tion  o f the M innesota F a rm er-Labo r Asso­
ciation.

»¡i *

RESOLUTION
Whereas, the approaching State and 

Congressional elections present exception­
al opportun ities  fo r  the advancement o f the 
cause o f the w orkers  who now suffer the 
m isery o f widespread unem ploym ent cut.

Whereas, the present program  and p la t­
fo rm  o f the F arm er-Labo r Association does 
not in  any respect represent, the needs o r  
demands o f the w orkers  e ith e r employee’ , 
unemployed, organized o r unorganized, and 

Whereas, a il the Outstanding elected 
o ffic ia ls o f the F arm er-Labo r P a rty  by th e ir  
a c tiv ity  o r lack  o f a c tiv ity , both d u rin g  
e lection campaigns and w h ile  in  office, have 
reflected the ideology o f the P arty , which 
is dominated by the ou tlook o f the small- 
p roperty  ho lder ra th e r than by th a t o f the 
w o rke r and

Whereas, th is  state o f a ffa irs  has re ­
sulted in  a decline o f in te re s t o f w ide  sec­
tions o f w orkers  in  Labor P a rty  a c tiv ity  
and support, the re fo re  be- i t

RESOLVED, th a t th is  delegated m eet­
ing of R a ilroad  w orkers  recommends to the 
Hennepin County and State Conventions of 
the F a rm er L a b o r Associa tion (o f M inne­
sota) a complete re d ra ft o f the program  
and tha t, among others, the fo llo w in g  de­
fin ite  proposals be Included in  the new 
d ra ft:

L  The organ iza tion  base of the 
P a rty  to  be the economic organ iza tion  o f 
the w orkers. A l l  in d iv id u a l membership 
to  be abolished.

2. Candidates o f the P a rty  to  be 
members o f the P arty , who sha ll be 
pledged to the fu l l  p rogram  and who 
w il l  sponsor d u rin g  e llec tion  campaigns 
and a fte r e lection among o ther demands 
the fo llo w in  gproposals:

1. 100% o rgan iza tion  o f the w orkers. 
A ga inst the Open shop.
2. F o r the o rgan ization o f a N ationa l 
Labor P arty , based on w orkers organ­
izations.
3. F o r a 6 -liou r day and a 5-day \ eek 

fo r  a ll industries.
4. F o r unem ploym ent wages, fu in is h -  

n is lied by taxa tion  o f p ro fits , to be ad­
m in is tered  by the o rgan ization of the 
w orkers.

5. A ga inst the use o f police, the 
courts  o r any branch o f the govern­

m enta l armed forces in  labo r disputes.
6. F o r the abo lition  o f a ll p riva te  em­
p loym ent agencies; w orkers  to  be 
employed th rough th e ir  organizations.

7. F o r tw o weeks vacation w ith  pay. 
U nanim ously adopted a t St. Paul 

W oodruff H a ll, M arch 19, 1930.
Sec’v. P. G. Hedlund, F irem en. No. 814 

Chairm an, J.P. B a rr, Sw itchm en No, 206
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N E W A R K , N. J. — Beg inn ing  M arch 31 
a ll S te iner &  Co. employes in  New Jersey 
pajama p lants w i l l  be on a 5-day sr iie lu le  
w ithou t pay reduction.


