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Police Murder Steve Katovis
Communist W orker Shot Down in Cold BloodNaval Conclave 

Shows N o Unity
M ore than  one week o f the London 

N aval Conference has a lready passed by 
w ith o u t m uch more being accomplished 
tow ards the “  l im ita tio n  o f arm am ents ” , 
than  the com ing to  the fo re  o f a num ber o f 
oonflic ts and disputes between France and 
Ita ly , Japan and England and the like . In  
face o f the obvious s tr iv in g  o f each o f the 
im p e r ia lis t powers invo lved to  ho ld  as 
much s treng th  us possible aga inst its  near­
est r iv a l gives the lie  to  a ll the pretensions 
o f the d ip lom atic  p irh tes  to “ d isaram a- 
m ent".

Ita lo -F rcn ch  Conflict

The f irs t  p a rt o f the conference, as 
soon as i t  gets down to “ w o rk ” , w i l l  be the 
developing co n flic t between I ta lia n  and 
F rench  im peria lism  fo r  M editerranean 
power. I ta ly  is  p lay ing  ha rd  fo r  support 
fro m  the U n ited  States fo r  p a r ity  w ith  
France, w h ich  w i l l  g ive M usso lin i a bigger 
advantage in  h is  attem pts to  become an 
even s tronger M editerranean force. The 
con ten tion  o f I ta ly  is  th a t its  naval 
s treng th  as compared w ith  th a t o f France 
should be estimated no t so m uch on the 
basis o f the present s itua tion  and re la tions 
o f forces, as on the “ prospective”  position  
o f Ita ly . In  o ther words, I ta ly  has in  m ind 
such an extension o f its  im p e r ia lis t in te r ­
ests as w i l l  place i t  on an “ equal p lane”  
w ith  France in  the im m ediate fu tu re . H ow  
th is  v ir tu a lly  unconcealed decla ra tion  o f 
I ta ly ’s be llig e re n t in ten tions can be recon­
c iled  w ith  a l l  the h igh-sounding phrases 
about perm anent peace in  the K e llogg  Pact 
n a tu ra lly  rem ains unexplained by the im ­
p e ria lis t statesmen.

There is ve ry  l i t t le  i f  any prospect 
th a t a “ sa tis fac to ry ”  agreement between the 
two M editerranean r iva ls  w i l l  be reached 
a t th is  conference. The past h is to ry  oE 
im peria lism  indicates the con tra ry , th a t is, 
th a t decisive questions o f power are on ly  
delayed te m p o ra rily  around im p e ria lis ts ’ 
discussion tables and are determ ined de­
fin ite ly  in  actual w arfa re .

A no the r r i f t  in  the conference lu te  is 
the a ttitude  o f Japan, w h ich  is seeking 
agreem ent on its  c ru ise r proposals. Japan 
is  dominated by fea r o f E ng land ’s position  
in  the O rien t and wants to  be in  a better 
cond ition  to  counteract B r it is h  im p e ria lis t 
progress by adding to  its  ow n c ru ise r 
strength . A t  the same tim e, i t  has raised 
the “ de lica te”  question o f  merchantmen, 
w h ich  was passed over w ith  vague words 
a t the W ashington conference. The Jap­
anese p o in t ou t th a t there  is no th ing  in  
the W ashington agreement th a t prevents 
m erchant ships from  m oun ting  guns g rea t­
e r than  s ix  inches p ro v id in g  they are b u ilt  
in  a m anner th a t makes th is  techn ica lly  
possible.

M erchantm en L im ita tio n  H its  England

There is  no doubt th a t the U nited 
States is  fa r  fro m  displeased a t th is  ques­
tio n  being raised, fo r  a de lim ita tio n  o f the 
use o f m erchantm en in  w a r tim e  (regard­
less o f the fa c t th a t they w ou ld  be used— 
agreement o r  no agreement) can o n ly  serve 
to  handicap England. T h a t is  because 
E ngland possesses, in  m erchant ships of
4.000 tons o r more and a speed o f 15 knots, 
about 3,150,000 tons compared w ith  on ly
880.000 Am erica.! tons and 250,000 Japanese. 
The exclusion o f m erchantm en w ould 
there fore  give Am erica  a theo re tica l ad­
vantage o f some 2,700,000 tons. Needless 
to say, Eng land w i l l  ba lk  lik e  a m ule at 
such a proprosal.

Green Stabs Marion 

and Gastonia
A  Federated Press d ispatch 

from  Richm ond, Va., reports  th a t 
in  a speech there  W illia m  Green, 
president o f the A. F . o f L ., d is­
claim ed a ll connection and respon­
s ib il ity  o f the Federation w ith  the 
M arion  s tr ik e  s itua tion , where s ix  
s tr ike rs  were massacred by com­
pany thugs, o r w ith  Gastonia, where 
s ix  w orkers  face life  long  im p ris ­
onm ent in  a fra m e -u r over the k i l l ­
in g  o f a cop. Green’s ro le  in  the 
labo r movement has ra re ly  been ex­
pressed m ore b razen ly than  in  th is  
inc iden t. He is n o t o n ly  c ra w lin g  
before the Southern m il l  owners, 
p leading w ith  them  to . recognize 
h im  as best la b o r overseer fo r  
the bosses, b u t is  de libe ra te ly  
s tabbing the M arion  and Gastonia 
w orkers  in  the back. H is  speech 
gives the Southern reactionaries 
an open hand.

“ So fa r  as I  am concerned, 
you can repeat a l l  the M arions 
and Gastonias you w a n t”— th a t is 
the essence o f Green’s rem arks. 
Green is  presum ing to  speak in  
the name o f the A . F . o f L . E very 
m ilita n t w o rke r in  the A. F. o f L . 
m ust re p ly  by repud ia ting  Green 
and h is  crew  and d riv in g  them  
out o f the labo r m ovement where 
they are w o rk in g  in  the in terests 
o f la b o r’s class enemy.

F o llo w in g  d ire c tly  upon the U nited 
States v is it  o f pres ident-e lect O ritz  Rubio, 
Mexico announced th a t i t  had broken a ll 
d ip lom atic  re la tions w ith  the Soviet Union. 
The M exican d ip lom atic  representative in  
Moscow has asked fo r  h is  passports, and 
p reparations are being made fo r  the re ­
tu rn  home o f the Soviet m in is te r to  Mex­
ico. The p re tex t fo r  the break in  re la tions 
were the Com m unist dem onstrations in  the 
U nited States d u rin g  R ub io ’s v is it, in  w h ich 
w orkers protested aga inst the savage cam­
paign o f repression and m urde r o f w orkers  
and revo lu tion is ts  th a t the present M ex­
ican governm ent has been conducting fo r  
the past period.

The b reak does n o t come as a p a rtic u ­
la r  su rp rise  to  those acquainted w ith  the 
development o f re la tions  between Mexico 
and the U nited States in  the la s t couple 
o f years. The pressure o f A m erican  im ­
pe ria lism  on Mexico, d ire c tly  exercized by 
the House o f M organ th rough its  pa rtn e r 
M orrow , w ho was o b lig in g ly  made M exi­
can ambassador by W ashington, has resu l­
ted in  the M exican puppet governm ent be­
in g  entra ined m ore f irm ly  behind A m e ri­
can finance cap ita l. The resistance to 
Am erican im p e r ia lis t enroachments offered 
by the w orkers  and peasants has been 
ru th le ss ly  suppressed by both the Calles 
and the G il governments. R ubio ’s present 
action ind icates th a t he w i l l  fo llo w  d ire c tly  
fn  the footsteps o f h is bought-o ff predeces­
sors.

The “ reasons”  given fo r  the break are 
the hackneyed ones o f "B o lshev ik  propa­
ganda”  in  Mexico. The fa c t th a t B o l­
shevism n a tu ra lly  grow s ou t o f the soil 
o f the class s trugg le  in  M exico as i t  does 
in  every o ther coun try  is  convenien tly  ig ­
nored by the A m erican-con tro lled  Mexican

Steve K atovis , member o f the B u ild in g  
Maintenance W orkers U n ion  and the Com­
m un is t P a rty , is  dead. He was shot in  the 
back by P a tro lm an  H a rry  K ir i tz  o f the 
New Y o rk  police force in  a con flic t th a t 
fo llow ed an a ttem pt by police to  b reak up 
a mass m eeting ca lled to  express so lida r­
ity  w ith  the members o f the Food C lerks' 
U n ion on s tr ike  aga inst M ille r ’s M arke t in  
the Bronx.

Steve K a tov is  is the f ir s t  w orkers  to  
be shot by the police in  a labo r s trugg le  in  
New Y o rk  fo r  years. The un ifo rm ed  thugs 
have received th e ir  orders to  c lub  and 
shoot in  o rder to  prevent the organ iza tion  
o f the r is in g  s p ir it  o f the w orkers. A  v ic ­
t im  had to be found in  o rde r to  w a rn  the 
w orkers , w ho are los ing  th e ir  jobs in  the 
in d u s tr ia l depression o r  having th e ir  wages 
cut, th a t they can expect any resistance to 
be m et by the m ost v io le n t and m urderous 
repression by the police. The ca p ita lis t 
class is desperately a fra id  o f the develop­
m ent o f a m ilita n t  m ovement o f the A m er­
ican  w orkers. I t  w i l l  use the m ost b ru ta l 
measures to  crush even the f ir s t  signs o f 
such a movement.

Savage A tta ck  on Dem onstra tion 
The dem onstration o f the Com m unist 

P a rty  a t the C ity  H a ll fo llo w in g  the death 
o f comreade K a tov is  was the occasion fo r 
another m an ifes ta tion  o f Cossack Sadism. 
The police o f M r. W halen, under whose 
adm in is tra tio n  New Y o rk ’s underw orld  o f 
gam bling, bootlegging, racke teering  th u g ­
ge ry  and general co rru p tio n  have had free 
re in , sailed in to  the peacefu lly assembled 
w orkers  w ith  a b lo o d th irs ty  fu ry  th a t has 

n o t been equalled in  New Y o rk  since the 
days o f the w a r hyste ria . P a rtic ipan ts  in

governm ent. W hat i t  is re a lly  interested 
in , is to  give every assurance to its  A m er­
ican  masters in  W a ll S treet and W ashing­
ton  th a t i t  w i l l  have no th ing  to  do w ith  
the w orkers  repub lic  in  Russia.

T h a t the break is  p a rt o f the in te r ­
na tiona l cam paign o f the bourgeois w orld , 
headed by the U. S., to  press aga inst the 
Soviet U nion is o n ly  too p la in . The fac t 
th a t the Soviet U n ion  has moved to  the 
L e ft  in  the past period, under the pres­
sure o f the w orkers  and the f ig h t o f the 
Russian Opposition, has been a sad d is­
appointm ent to  the im p e r ia lis t w o rld  w hich 
hoped th a t the m ovement to  the R ig h t 
w ou ld  continue u n in te rru p te d ly  to  the 
p o in t where Russia could be made a colony 
divided among the im p e r ia lis t bandits. The 
In te rven tion  o f Stim son in  the M anchurian 
stuaton, the threats o f Henderson and 
M acDonald to  b reak off re la tons w ith  Rus­
sia, the recent in tim a tio n  fro m  W ashing­
ton  th a t the present “ rad ica l po licy  o f the 
Soviets makes recogn ition  an inde fin ite ly  
postponed issue” , and the present action 
o f Mexico, are a l l  p a rt o f one a ttem pt to  
force Russia fu rth e r  away fro m  the soc­
ia lis t  path and tow ard  the road o f com pro­
mise w ith  im peria lism .

As fo r  M exico ’s "reasons”  fo r  the 
break, they become p it i fu l ly  th in  when i t  
is know n th a t no p ro test a t a l l  is made by 
its  m arionette  ru le rs  aga inst the bold and 
ruth less “  propaganda ” , bo th  ve rba l and 
m ilita ry  th a t the U n ited  States conducts 
in  Mexico 365 days in  the year.

W H IT T IN S V IL L E , Mass.—  (F P )— H ard 
tim es in  the te x tile  in d u s try  have knocked 
75 more w orkers  ou t o f jobs at the W h itin  
M achine W orks. A lthough  the num ber n o r­
m a lly  employed is between 3.000 and 3,300 
on ly  2.000 arc on the job now.

the dem enstration as w e ll as bystanders 
and cu rio s ity  seekers were m erc iless ly  
clubbed and pum m elled by the  "b ra ve " 
police, on foo t and horseback, armed w ith  
n igh t-s ticks , b lack jacks, brass knuckles 
and p isto ls.

Hundreds received a t least one o r more 
blows fro m  the po lice ; more than  a score 
were severely beaten. P a rty  leaders who 
attem pted to  speak were beaten and kicked 
w h ile  they la y  on the pavement. Robert 
M in o r o f the D a lly  W orke r had to  be 
treated by a doctor fo r  in ju rie s , as were 
a h a lf  dozen o r m ore others. Comrade 
George C la rk , o f the Com m unist League 
(O pposition), was beaten about the face 
and head by a num ber o f police. A  v ir tu a l 
re ign  o f te rro r  existed fo r  a lm ost an hour.

The a ttitu de  o f the ca p ita lis t press 
tow ards th is  dem onstration o f police ho r­
ro rs  was cha racte ris tic . The Telegram  an­
nounced: “ Curb D em onstra tion o f 1,000 
Communists, b u t S ticks F a ll on M any Inno ­
cents” . T h a t is, the c lubb ing  o f Commun­
is ts  is qu ite  in  order, bu t "innocents”  (? !) 
m ust n o t suffer. The M irro r , the m orons’ 
p ic tu re  paper, could find  no th ing  w rong 
w ith  the savagery o f the police except th a t 
i t  made m arty rs  out o f the Reds and helped 
to  m anufacture  more o f them ! And i t  Is 
no less cha rac te ris tic  th a t N orm an Thomas, 
repeated the p ro found subway philosophy 
in  h is  “ p ro test”  te legram  to  the mayor, 
o f the M irro r. Instead o f a ca ll to  the 
w orkers  to  p ro test the police te rro r  and 
find  ways o f crush ing  it ,  Thomas w ired 
the m ayor—p lac ing  the resp o n s ib ility  fo i 
the cracked sku lls  and bleeding faces o', 
the w orkers  upon the Com munists: “ W hy 
unnecessarily  g ra t ify  Communists’ mania 
fo r  m arty rs? ”

United F ro n t aga inst Police Terro

N ot a “ m ania fo r m a rty rs ”  is  involoved, 
bu t the c a p ita lis t and police “ m ania”  fo r 
smashing every w o rk in g  class organization. 
As usual, they begin th e ir  a ttacks upon 
the m ost m ilita n t section o f the w o rk in g  
class, the Communists. Tho assault upon 
the Com munists is a fo re runne r and an 
inseparate p a rt o f the a ttack  upon the 
w o rk in g  class as a whole. T ha t is w hy 
every w o rke r m ust help to  repulse and de­
feat th i3  a ttack. The Com m unist movement 
by its e lf— in  the present stage o f its  num er­
ica l and p o lit ic a l weakness— cannot suc­
cessfu lly  defeat the police te rro r. F o r th a t 
purpose i t  is essential to  set la rge  masses 
o f w orkers  in to  action. I t  is  necessary to  
develop a broad m ovement o f the w orkers 
and a ll labo r o rgan izations ready to  fo rm  
a un ited  f ro n t to  d rive  back the m onster 
o f police b ru ta lity . The conscious w o rk  
ers, who detest the Cossacks and th e ir  
deeds, can be ra llie d  fo r  such a movement 
i f  they are no t repulsed by n a rro w  sectar­
ian ism  b u t approached in  a s p ir it  o f p ro le t­
a rian  so lid a rity . The savagery o f -the  
police, who can c a rry  ou t th e ir  jobs w ith  
less d iff ic u lty  when the Communists are 
separated fro m  the res t o f the labo r move­
m ent can be overcome when the cour­
ageous hand fu l o f revo lu tio n a ry  w orkers 
succeed if i  ra l ly in g  the fra te rn a l support of 
tens o f thousands o f w orkers.

T h is  can and m ust be done. The move 
m ent re s u ltin g  fro m  i t  w i l l  be the bes! 
m em oria l to  Steve K atovis , the m artyred 
w orker-rebe l, and the most effective rep ly 
to  c a p ita lis t te rro rism .

BOSTON— Benito M usso lin i, I ta ly ’s 
leading Fascist, has been in v ite d  to  speak 
a t the Am erican Legion convention in  Bos­
ton th is  year. The A m erican  reactionaries 
feel an in te rn a tio n a l so lid a rity  w ith  th e ir  
I ta lia n  brothers!

Mexico Breaks with Soviet Union
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A fter the Miners' Strike
Operators and Reactionary Union Leaders vs. the Illinois Miners

By Joseph Angelo
The fig h tin g  tra d itio n  o f the I l l in o is  

coa l-m iners is n o t dead; and the events o f 
la s t December— the s tr ik e  of the N ationa l 
M iners  U nion, despite m any avoidable 
shortcom ings and the co u rt in ju n c tio n  
squabble between Lew is vs. F ishw ick  w ith  
no  bread in  the homes o f m any m iners—  
has made i t  more a live .

O f course, the s tr ike  o f the N ationa l 
M iners U n ion  has been defeated, by the 
combined e ffo rts  o f the state governm ent, 
th e  coal-operators and the L e w is -F ishw ick  
machines. B u t, beneath the defeat the m in ­
ers are s t ir r in g  and th is  lia b le  to  fla re  up 
In to  a statew ide s trugg le  any day. The 
coal opera to rs-Lew is-F ishw ick  machine, 
w ith  the support o f the state governm ent 
are  desperately fig h tin g  to  crush th is  r is ­
in g  tid e  o f m ilita n t-  fee ling  among the 
m iners.

Labor Bosses As Operators’ Tools
The reason fo r  th is  is  obvious. Cap­

ita lis m  cannot live  as a t present organized 
w ith o u t longer hours, lo w e r wages, speed­
up systems, etc. And  the coal-operators 
w ith  the support o f th e ir  agents, the Lew is- 
F ish w ick  machine, have no t even concealed 
th e ir  true  objectives. Today hundreds upon 
hundreds o f m ilita n t  m iners th a t p a rt ic i­
pated in  the la s t N a tiona l M iners U nion 
s tr ike  are being fired  from  th e ir  jobs by 
the  bosses, and th e ir  places fille d  w ith  un­
employed m iners b rought in  special tra in s  
by the Lew is -F ishw ick  flunkeys fro m  m in ­
in g  camps w here the m ines have been 
closed down m any years. B u t th is  does 
not solve the problem  because these new 
m iners soon realize th a t they are up 
against the same problem  th a t th e ir  b lack­
lis ted  bro thers were. They soon realize 
th a t one o f the obstacles in  th e ir  road to  
be tter conditions is  the Lew is -F ishw ick  
machine, w h ich m ust be replaced before 
any gains can be made.

I t  is  e ith e r F ishw ick  o r  Lew is th a t 
fl&mes to  the aid o f th e  coa l-operators 
whenever i t  is necessary, as fo r  instance 
in  an e d ito ria l o f a recent issue o f the 
I l l in o s  M iner, where F ish w ick  w rote  th a t 
a fte r the con trac t o f the Ind iana  m iners 
expires next A p r i l  1st, the I l l in o is  m iners 
w i l l  no t s tr ike  to  support th e ir  b ro the r 
m iners in  Ind iana  to  renew th e ir  con trac t 
nor to  fig h t fo r  be tter w o rk in g  conditions. 
F ishw ick  here, as always, is  no t expressing 
the sentiments o f the I l l in o is  m iners o r 
help ing the Ind iana m iners, on the con tra ry  
F ishw ick  here is the o ffic ia l mouthpiece o f 
the coal-operators and by such action gives 
d irec t support to  the coal-operators and 
stabs the Ind iana  m iners in  the back and 
at the same tr ie s  to  sha tte r the m il i ­
tancy o f the I l l in o is  m iners.

And Lew is Is n o t one w h it  better. A l­
ready w h ile  specu la ting on the out-come 
o f the in ju n c tio n  t r ia l ,  h is  henchmen, in ­
stead o f o rgan iz ing  W est V irg in ia  and Ken­
tucky are ga the ring  hordes o f unemployed 
m iners and p rom is ing  them  th a t in  case o f 
a favorable decision, he w i l l  ship them  in to  
I ll in o is  to  replace those m iners th a t refuse 
to accept h is orders.

A lthough the t r ia l  to  set aside the in ­
junction  began on December 18th, the judge 
has n o t ye t rendered a decision, b u t the 
concensus among the m iners is th a t F ish ­
w ick, because o f the support o f the m a jo r­
ity  o f the coal-operators o f I l l in o is  and 
the state p o lit ic a l adm in is tra tion  w i l l  get 
a more favorab le  decision than  Lew is. B u t 
Lew is, also, because o f the support from  
ce rta in  in flu e n tia l coal-operators w i l l  be 
able to  appeal the in ju n c tio n  to a h igher 
court.

Trial Served Good Purpose
Regardless o f the f in a l outcome o f the 

in ju n c tio n  t r ia l ,  i t  has served a good p u r- 
oose. I t  to re  the fa lse m ask from  both 
Lew is and F ishw ick  and showed th a t both 
of them  are crooks, e lection sw ind lers, 
agents o f the coal-operators, g ra fte rs  and

I f  the num ber on you r w rapper is

3 0
then you r subscrip tion  to  the M ilita n t has 
expired. Renew im m edia te ly  in  o rder to  
avoid m issing any issues.

u n fit to  handle any a ffa irs  p e rta in in g  to the 
m ine w orkers. The t r ia l  was lik e  a m atch 
p u t to  a cannon. I t  has awakened m any 
m iners and i t  m arks the end o f a ro tte n  
episode in  the life  o f the coa l-m iners and 
the beg inning o f a period of g ro w th  o f  the 
N ationa l M iners U nion. B o th  Lew is and 
F ish w ick  are p lay ing  hookey fro m  the 
graveyard.

The N a tiona l M iners U n ion  is g row ing  
s lo w ly  fro m  m in in g  camp to m in in g  camp 
w h ile  the L e w is -F ishw ick  company un ion  is 
dec lin ing  every day a t an increasing  speed. 
The m iners are fo r  the N ationa l M iners 
U nion and the experience o f e s tr ike  has 
had a tremendous effect in  aw akening the 
m ilita n c y  o f the m iners. W hatever m is­
takes the N a tiona l M iners U n ion  made in  
the course o f the la s t s tr ike , the S ta lin - 
Foste r leadership is responsible and the 
members o f the Com m unist P a rty  m ust see 
th a t the m istakes are corrected. The po licy  
o f try in g  to  s ide -track and ly in g  about such 
m ilita n t and staunch fig h te rs  as John W a tt 
o f Spring fie ld , Ed M organ o f Staunton, 
F r itz  Bode o f T a y lo rv ille  and Luke  Coffey

New Bedford  te x tile  w orkers  who made 
h is to ry  in  1928 under the m ilita n t  leader­
ship o f the N ationa l T e x tile  W orkers  U nion 
are again going in to  action. W ith  a lm ost 
h a lf  o f the 30,000 te x tile  w orkers  o f the 
c ity  unemployed they are demanding im ­
m ediate action  to  meet the c r it ic a l s itu a ­
tion .

W hether the N. T . W . U. w i l l  be able 
to  meet the present tasks is d iff ic u lt to  
determ ine a t present. Tw o o f the leaders 
o f the struggle- o f tw o  years ago, E l i  K e lle r  
and E lle n  Dawson, have been e lim ina ted  
fro m ,th e  un ion  on p u re ly  Com m unist P a rty  
lin e s 'w h ile  Raphael P ires, the ed ito r o f the 
Com m unist P a rty  newspaper in  the P or­
tugese language published In  New Bedford 
has likew ise  been e lim ina ted  a t the behest 
o f the S ta lin ites . I t  is no t necessary to  
defend Dawson, K e lle r, P ires and others 
fo r  th e ir  support o f the R ig h t w in g  p ro ­
gram  o f Lovestone. I t  is necessary to  show 
th a t the P a rty ’s n a rro w  fa c tio n  game is 
being a llow ed to  weaken the un ion 
strugg le . O nly those who believe in  a cer­
ta in  in te rp re ta tio n  of Communism, w i l l  be 
a llow ed to lead the New Bedford masses, 
says the o ffic ia l Com m unist P arty . T h is  is 
s im ila r  to  decisions made in  the Needle 
Trades W orkers  In d u s tr ia l U n ion  and o ther 
organizations. Such a po licy  can on ly  lead 
to  chaos and defeat fo r  the w o rk in g  masses. 
A  s trugg le  o f the broad masses cannot be 
based a t the present stage upon a fac tion  
o f a p o lit ic a l p a rty , b u t upon a ll  w orkers  
who w a n t to  f ie h t under a m ilita n t  banner.

Just as in  1928 when the N. T . W . U. 
had to  f ig h t on tw o  fron ts , th a t is  against 
the m il l  owners and the U n ited  T e x tile  
W orkers  U n ion  led by W illia m  B a tty , so 
w i l l  its  present o rgan iza tion  d rive  w h ich  
may lead to  a new s tr ike , also be fough t 
on tw o  fron ts . U nder such conditions, the 
broadest possible basis fo r  support m us t be 
obtained and a ll  sections o f the w o rk in g  
class be a llow ed to  p a rtic ipa te  in  the 
struggle.

The prospects fo r  developing the N at­
iona l T e x tile  W orkers  U n ion  in  New Bed­
fo rd  in to  a pow e rfu l o rgan iza tion  are un ­
usu a lly  b rig h t. In  fac t, the actua l dues- 
paying m em bership in  th a t c ity  is  la rge r 
than  in  any o ther p a rt o f the coun try . I t  
is  no exaggeration to  state th a t the only 
organized mass base o f the un ion  a t present

o f B e lle v ille  and try in g  to  replace them  
w ith  fid d lle rs  from  Chicago and preachers 
o f the La tter* Day Saints and Nazarene 
sects as was done in  T a y lo rv ille , is  n o t a 
co rrect p o licy  w ith  w h ich  to  b u ild  the Nat­
iona l M iners U nion and m ust be corrected. 
These men have been in  the fo re fro n t of 
a l l  the g rea t s trugg les o f the I l l in o is  m in ­
ers fro  m any years past and w i l l  continue 
to be, despite the ch ild ish  a ttacks o f the 
S ta lin -Fos te r c lique. F u tu re  events and 
pressure fro m  below w il l  prove th a t the 
present p o licy  is inco rrect.

S ta lin is ts  R etrea t P a r t ia lly
U nder the blows o f the Com m unist 

League ( O p pos ition ) , the S ta lin -Foste r 
leadership has been forced to  adm it p a rt 
o f th e ir  m istakes and adopt a progarm  of 
im m ediate demands, w h ich  should have 
been done before the s trike . Yet, to  adopt 
a program  w h ich  reads, (D a ily  W o rke r 
1-9-30) “ th a t the m iners m ust be imbued 
w ith  the s p ir it  o f p repara tion  fo r  the com­
in g  genera l na tiona l m ovement o f the m in ­
ers, w h ich  w i l l  come n ex t F a ll. ”  is  no t 
enough. F ish w ick  is a fra id  o f the Ind iana  
m iners  whose con trac t expires n ex t A p r i l  
and th a t is w hy he is t ry in g  to  prepare the 
m inds o f the m iners o f I l l in o is  and Ind iana  
aga inst a m ilita n t  s trugg le . The N ationa l 
M iners U n ion  m ust make no t on ly  the In ­
diana s tr ike  bu t every s tr ike  an opportun­
i t y  fo r  launch ing  dem onstrations of na tion ­
a l so lid a rity .

is in  New Bedford. W h ile  in  the South, 
the N. T . W. U. has m any supporters, due 
to  the sem i-legal characte r of the w ork , 
the un ion  does no t fu n c tion  to  any g rea t 
extent. In  m ost Southern tow ns i t  h a rd ly  
func tions  a t a ll. In  New Bedford on the 
o ther hand, the w o rk  is ca rried  on reg u la r­
ly , m eetings are held and the un ion  is a 
fa c to r in  the com m unity. A lthough  the 
U nited T ex tile  W orkers U nion likew ise  has 
a s trong  b ranch in  the c ity , the L e ft w in g  
un ion  figh ts i t  every inch  o f the way.

W h ile  the U n ited  T e x tile  W orkers  
U n ion  m em bership in  the m ain  consists o f 
the s k ille d  w orkers , weavers, loom -fixers 
and spinners, the membership o f the N. T. 
W. U. is composed m ostly  o f the unsk illed , 
such as w arpers, spoolers, carders and 
speeder-tenders.

A t present the tw o un ions are divided 
on na tiona l lines— the h ig h ly  s k ille d  U nited 
T e x tile  W orkers being m ostly  E ng lish  and 
French-Canadians w h ile  the members and 
supporters o f the N. T  . W. U. are in  the 
m ain  Portugese and Polish.

I f  the present organ iza tion  d rive  is to  
mean any th ing  i t  m ust im m ed ia te ly  break 
down the na tio na l b a rr ie rs  and have the 
E ng lish , French-Canadians, Portugese and 
P o lish  w orkers  un ite  in  a common strugg le . 
One o f the g reatest weaknesses o f the 192‘8 
s tr ike  from  the po in t o f v iew  o f the L e ft 
w in g  un ion , was the d iv is ion  on na tiona l 
lines. The in a b ility  o f the N. T. W . U. to  
ga in  more than  a score o f supporters among 
the E ng lish  and French-Canadian w orkers  
was one o f the p rin c ip a l reasons w h j the 
L e ft  w in g  was n o t more successful than  
i t  ac tua ly  was. I f  the  m em bership o f the 
N. T . W . U. had been m ore varied  in  com­
pos ition  the se llou t o f the s tr ike  by the 
U nited T e x tile  W orkers  U n ion  in  Septem­
ber 1928 m ay no t have succeeded.

In  b r ie f:  the present organ iza tion  
d rive , w h ich  the N. T. W. U. says is lead­
in g  up to a genera l s tr ike , to  be successful 
m ust be a broad movement, o therw ise i t  
w i l l  fa il.  A l l  w orkers  m ust p a rtic ipa te  and 
be given responsible positions. L e t the 
S ta lin is t leadership forsake th e ir  fac tio na l 
game, w h ich  on ly  d iscred its the L e ft  w in g  
and gives am m un ition  to  Lovestone, and the 
New Bedford w orkers  in  1930 w i l l  more 
than  repeat th e ir  hero ic  s trugg le  o f tw o  
years ago. — F R A N K  BRO M LEY
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Prospects for New Struggles in New Bedford

Trotsky
The w r it in g s  o f L . D. T ro tsky  

are the r iches t and m ost f r u i t fu l  
con tribu tions  being made to the 
labo r and revo lu tio n a ry  move­
m ents today. There is  no t a p rob­
lem  th a t g rea t Bo lshevik  touches 
w h ich  is  no t im m ed ia te ly  i l lu m in ­
ated in  a l l  its  aspect. And the 
problem s he deals w ith  concern 
the m ost v ita l in te rests o f the 
whole movement.

The in te rn a tio n a l la b o r and 
Com m unist movements are in  a 
c r it ic a l s itua tion. Never has the 
need fo r  c la r ity  been so u rgen t as 
i t  is today. Never has the need 
fo r  s tra ig h t M a rx is t th in k in g  been 
so pressing. Nobody is doing more 
in  th is  fie ld  than  T ro tsky.

The s itu a tio n  in  th e  Soviet 
U nion, the founta in-head o f the 
revo lu tio n a ry  m ovement today, 
w h ich  offers so m any com plexities 
to  the average observer, is  made 
c lear and understandable by T ro t­
sky ’s w rit in g s . In  fact, the course 
o f events in  the Soviet U n ion and 
the Russian Com m unist P a rty  can 
be evaluated p rop e rly  on ly  by a 
reading o f the w orks o f the Rus- 

, sian Opposition w h ich  T ro tsky  
speaks fo r  and leads.

In  the U nited States, T ro ts k y ’s 
w r it in g  appear re g u la r ly  in  the  . 
M ilita n t. Just as the f ir s t  w r i t ­
ings o f Len in  in  th is  co u n try  be­
came a m igh ty  in s tru m e n t fo r  the 
m old ing  o f the revo lu tio n a ry  move­
m ent years ago, the w r itin g s  of 
T ro tsky  now  are p lay ing  the same 
ro le  in  the movement a t a d iffe r­
ent stage,

Am ong the a rtic les  by T ro tsky  
th a t have appeared in  the M ilita n t 
recen tly  are: D isarm am ent and 
the U nited States o f Europe. 
Syndicalism  and Communism. The 
A u s tr ia n  C ris is  and Communism. 
W ho is Leading the Com munist 
In te rn a tio n a l?  W ha t is Happening 
in  China? Tw elve years o f the 
Russian R evo lu tion. The Defense 
o f the Soviet U nion and the Oppo­
s ition . E tc. E tc. No active w o r­
ke r can a fford  to  he w ith o u t these 
con tribu tions  w h ich  appear on ly  in  
the M ilita n t,

In l930, the M ilita n t plans to 
continue the pub lica tion  o f T ro t­
sky ’s w r it in g , w h ich  w i l l  include 
some o f the m ost b r i l l ia n t  w o rk  
he has ye t done in  the course of 
h is years in  the revo lu tiona ry  
movement. The best w ay to  insure 
ge tting  these copies o f the M ilita n t 
reg u la r ly , is to  subscribe fo r  a 
year. A  ye a rly  subscrip tion  is 

I $2.00 o r $1.00 fo r  s ix months.

MILITANT
ii________________________

JU ST R E C E IV E D !

N O .  7
TH E  B U L L L E T IN  

o f the Russian Opposition

The new issue contains a rtic ,es  by 
L . D. T ro ts k y  on the T w e lfth  A n n i­
ve rsa ry  o f the R ussian R evolution, 
Communism and Syndicalism , Syndi­
ca lism ’s M istakes in  P rin c ip le , the 
A us tria n  Crisis, China, etc., etc. A r ­
tic les by C h ris tian  Rakovsky on Gov­
ernm ent P o licy  and the ’ ’ a r ty  Regime, 

■ the C apitu la tors. L e tte rs  from  Russ­
ian O ppositionists in  E x ile . A n  unpub­
lished document o f the Petersburg 
P a rty  Committee on the eve o f the 
up ris ing , concealed by S ta lin . And 
m any o ther im p o rta n t a rtic les  and 
documents.

A L L  A R T IC LE S  IN  RUSSIAN 
25c each 18c in  bundles

O rder From  
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25 T h ird  Avenue, New York, N. Y.
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The Indian Revolution at the Cross-roads
The reso lu tion  adopted by the Ind ian  

N a tiona l Congress las t m onth on the in it ia ­
tive  o t M ahatma Ghandi, w h ich  gives fo r ­
m al approval to  “ complete Ind ian  inde­
pendence”  from  the B r it is h  em pire as the 
goal of the Congress, is o f • tremendous 
im portance, not so much fo r  its e lf bu t fo r 
the temper o f the Ind ian  masses w h ich  i t  
m irro rs . And w hat characterizes the pres­
ent s p ir it  o f the la tte r  is much less the 
lukew arm  i f  sonorous phrases of the ele” 
m ents w hich dominated the Congress than 
the m ilita n t action of the w orkers in  Bom ­
bay on Independence Day (1-2C-30) p a rtic u ­
la r ly  the m il l  w orkers who attempted to 
ho is t the Red F lag  not on ly  in  place of 
the Union Jack but also o f the red-green- 
w h ite  flag of In d ia n  nationa lism .

To grasp the enormous significance of 
a genuine revo lu tio n a ry  movement in  In ­
dia, a land em bracing some three hundred 
m illio n  people— a f if th  o f the w o rld 's  pop­
u la tio n —its  place in  the mosaic of B r it is h  
im peria lism  m ust f irs t be established.

A  Keystone in  the B r it is h  E m pire

Out o f every ten people in  the B r it is h  
Em pire, black, brow n, ye llow  and w hite, 
more than seven are in  Ind ia  alone. F rom  
the very f irs t days o f the conquest of Ind ia  
by B r ita in  and the ousting of the P o rtu ­
gese and other m ercan tile  p irates, the 
coun try  has been a source o f a lm ost inex­
haustib le  loo t fo r the Englishm an. The 
B r it is h  bourgeoisie s t i l l  remembers w ith  
sa tis faction  and long ing  the days o f the 
notorious East Ind ia  Company, whose p ro ­
fits  frequen tly  mounted to 250 percent a 
year. The period of ruth less p rim itiv e  ac­
cum ula tion  fo r  E r it is h  in d u s tr ia l ca p ita l­
ism  was g rea tly  accelerated by the p lun ­
dering  o f In d ia  and the im poverishm ent of 
its  m illio n s . As a source o f m arkets and 
raw  m ate ria ls  fo r  B r ita in  In d ia  has oc­
cupied an a lm ost u n riva lle d  position  in  the 
scheme of the Em pire.

In  more recent tim es, i t  has offered an 
immense fie ld  fo r  cap ita l investments. The 
B r it is h  investm ent in  In d ia  today is estim ­
ated a t more than  one b illio n  pounds s te r­
lin g , o r a la rg e r sum than  th a t o f a ll the 
o ther B r it is h  dom inions combined. In  fou r 
post-w ar years alone, from  1919 to 1923, 
B r it is h  cap ita l exported to In d ia  increased 
1800 percent, from  1,400,000 pounds to 25,
300,000 pounds, and constitu ted a change 
in  the cap ita l exported by B r ita in  to  a ll 
pa rts  of the w o rld  from  s ix-ten ths o f one 
percent to  fourteen and fou r-ten ths percent 
o f the to ta l, o r an increase in  the Ind ian  
p ropo rtion  of B r it is h  cap ita l exports of 
2400 percent. In d ia  is no t on ly  a source 
fo r  cap ita l exports. One-tenth o f general 
B r it is h  exports go to  In d ia — more than  any 
other s ing le coun try  in  the w o rld— and re ­
presents 70 percent of Ind ia 's  to ta l im ports.

In d ia  has even more than  an economic- 
financ ia l im portance in  the B r it is h  E m p ire ; 
i t  is o f inca lcu lab le  s tra teg ica l value. I t  
is no t fo r  no th ing  th a t priceless In d ia  has 
been the cen tra l ob jective o f B r it is h  Med- 
ite ranean and O rien ta l po licy fo r  v ir tu a lly  
centuries. I t  is no t fo r  no th ing  th a t every 
European m aritim e  power has sought en­
v ious ly  a t one tim e o r another fo r  a route 
to Ind ia , The fabulous riches th a t spurred 
Columbus to cross the A tla n tic  ex is t today 
in  an even more substan tia l and developed 
form . The G ib ra lta r guards n o t on ly  E gypt 
bu t Ind ia . M a lta  and Cyprus are stations 
on the road to In d ia  and so is  the Suez 
canal. A  look a t the map w i l l  fu rth e r 
show th a t In d ia  form s the apex o f a rough 
triange , the basis o f w h ich  is  form ed by 
a lin e  d raw n between South A fr ic a  and 
A u s tra lia ; th a t In d ia  is  a guard ian  to w e r­
ing over A fghan istan  and Arab ia , in  w h ich  
England is heav ily  in te rested ; th a t In d ia  
neighbors upon th a t second g rea t O rien ta l 
fie ld fo r  im p e ria lis t buccaneering, China; 
tha t In d ia  fo rm s an u n riva lle d  basis fo r  
A s ia tic  and Pacific power fo r the coun try 
tha t dominates it.

Loss o f In d ia  a F a ta l B low

The loss o f In d ia  w ould  be a fa ta l 
b low  to  the B r it is h  E m pire , compared to 
which the loss o f even Ire la n d  o r being 
d riven  e n tire ly  ou t o f China w ould  take 
second place. T h a t is w hy Eng land  prizes 
Ind ia  as h ig h ly  as a pauper w ou ld  va lue the 
Koh-i-noor. N ot a s ingle p o lit ic a l pa rty  
o r group in  England, w ith  the exception of 
the Communists has the s ligh tes t in te n ­
tion  o f ever g ra n tin g  In d ia  genuine free- 
lom. The p o licy  o f Eng land  tow ards its  
lossession has been stated w ith  harsh 
•ankness in  the noted “ steel fram e”  speech 
’ L loyd  George in  Commons (8-2-1922):

“ T ha t B r ita in  under no circumstances 
i - - "  ™Aetv>nsihilitv i l l  In d ia

By M ax Shachtman
is a ca rd ina l p rinc ip le , no t m ere ly  of the 
present Government, bu t o f any Govern­
m ent w h ich  w i l l  command the confidence 
o f the people in  th is  c o u n tr y . . . I  can see 
no period when In d ia  can dispense w ith  the 
guidance and the assistance o f th is  sm all 
nucleus of the B r it is h  C iv il S e rv ic e .. .They 
are the steel fram e of the whole s truc tu re .”

W ith  no essential changes, th is  po licy 
has been pursued in  In d ia  by every B r i t ­
ish government., be i t  Tory, L ibe ra l, Coal­
it io n — or Labor. In  two words, therefore, 
to  find the forces and in terests m aking  fo r 
a movement to  libe ra te  Ind ia , one must 
look anywhere but in  the ranks o f B r it is h  
im peria lism . The la tte r  w i l l  never vo lun ­
ta r i ly  y ie ld  its  dom ination. The d riv in g  
forces of the Ind ian  revo lu tion  are con­
sequently centered in  In d ia  itse lf, even 
more so now than a few  years ago because 
o f the weakening of the revo lu tiona ry  p ro ­
le ta ria n  movement in  Eng land—the only 
o ther reservo ir o f Ind ian  freedom.

W hat elements in  In d ia  'constitu te 
these d r iv in g  forces? In  the f irs t  place, 
they are no t the b ig  In d ia n  bourgeoisie o r 
the native  princes. The la tte r  ex is t la rge ly  
on the sufferance o f B r ita in  and are more 
o r less satisfied w ith  th e ir  present status. 
Im pe ria lism  exerts no p a rt ic u la r ly  haras­
sing pressure upon them. The fo rm er is 
an avowedly co u n te r-revo lu tiona ry  force. 
Much as i t  w ould lik e  a la rge r share in  the 
unequal pa rtne rsh ip  i t  has established w ith  
its  B r it is h  master, i t  likes  in fin ite ly  more 
the suppression o f every mass movement 
th a t threatens its  social and economic pos­
it io n  in  the s ligh test. There is no move­
m ent away from  B r ita in  th a t has not been 
opposed by the native  b ig  bourgeoisie and 
the L ib e ra l Federation. They can be 
counted upon to act hand in  hand w ith  the 
B r it is h  boufgeoisie in  crush ing  any 
strugg le  of the masses fo r  the im provem ent 
o f th e ir  economic conditions, not to  speak 
o f th e ir  lib e ra tio n  from  the im p e ria lis t 
yoke.

The N a tio n a lis t Bourgeoisie

The second fa c to r in  the In d ia n  strugg le  
is the pe tty  bourgeoisie in  its  various sec­
tions: land lords, m erchants, professionals, 
sm all m anufacturers, c iv il cervice em ploy­
ees, students, in te llec tua ls , etc,., etc. H av­
in g  no re a lly  broad basis, and no ove r­
secure economic position, they m ust re ly  
fo r  th e ir  troops upon the m illio n s  o f w o r­
kers and peasants. They are fo r  the devel­
opment o f a native  indu s try , by bounties 
i f  possible (S w ara j P a rty ), fo r  protection, 
fo r  the decreasing of the heavy burdens of 
taxation, fo r  the a bo lition  o f the irksom e 
co lo r d isc rim in a tio n  th a t exists in  govern­
m enta l in s titu tio ns , fo r  a m ore decisive 
voice in  the management of In d ia ’s affa irs 
and destiny.

B u t the na tiona l pe tty  bourgeoisie 
constan tly  vac illa tes  between its  troops— 
the w orkers  and peasants— and the class 
in te rests to  w h ich  i t  is in h e re n tly  inc lined , 
to  the b ig  bourgeoisie and to compromise 
w ith  B r it is h  im peria ls im . I t  has a lways 
b'een ready in  the past to accept some fo rm  
o f dom in ion status, w h ich  w i l l  a llo w  i t  
g rea te r freedom o f action and a la rge r 
measure of influence in  Ind ia , w ith o u t a l­
lo w in g  the movement o f the masses to “ get 
out o f hand” . I t  lives in  respect fo r  the 
m ig h t o f the B r it is h  m aster and fea r o f a 
developing m ovement o f the w orkers  and 
peasants. On more than  one occasion i t  
has a lready demonstrated th a t when the 
m iserab ly im poverished masses re a lly  en­
te r  the path o f strugg le  aga inst im peria lism  
the ro le  o f the pe tty  bourgeoisie is to sap 
the v ita l i ty  o f the movement, to  m isd irec t 
its  energies, to  curb and l im it  i t ,  and i f  
necessary to  be tray i t  in to  the hands of 
B r it is h  im peria lism .

The In d ia n  na tiona l bourgeoisie can­
not and w i l l  no t lead a revo lu tio n a ry  s tru g ­
gle aga inst im peria lism . I t  cannot and w il l  
no t solve any o f the fundam enta l problem s 
th a t now  s trang le  the developm ent o f In ­
dia, I t  cannot and w i l l  no t free the w o rk ­
ers and peasants from  the B r it is h  and In ­
dian chains th a t fe tte r  them. I f  anyth ing, 
its  ro le  w i l l  be even m ore ra th e r than  less 
ignom inous and treacherous than  the de­
ceptive, muderous ro le  played by the C hin­
ese na tio na l bourgeoisie in  the revo lu tion  
o f 1925-27 and the rea fte r. I t  w i l l  lead the 
masses o f w orkers  and peasants o n ly  to 
the extent th a t the la tte r  oan be used as a 
c lub w ith  w h ich  to  e x to rt fro m  England 
ce rta in  concessions fo r  the na tio na l bou r­
geoisie, as obedient troops who can be o r­
dered to  advance o r re trea t as the class in ­

terests o f the bourgeoisie d ictate at the 
moment. B u t so fa r as the in terests o f the 
w orkers and peasants themselves are con­
cerned, w hether they are viewed from  the 
angle of the strugg le  against B r it is h  im ­
peria lism , o r the native cap ita lis ts , userers 
and land lords, the native  bourgeoisie w il l  
lead them o n ly  to  defeat and slaughter.

T ha t the n a tio na lis t leaders, from  
Ghandi to  Nehru, have apparen tly  moved 
to the “ L e f t ”  in  the recent period, under 
the pressure o f the masses, is ju s t an in ­
d ication o f the fa c t th a t they w i l l  make 
every a ttem pt to  head the mass movement 
in  o rder to  behead i t  the mom ent i t  p re ­
sents a serious danger to  B r it is h  im peria l 
ru le  and th e ir  hoped-for class dom ination 
in  the fu ture .

To put a pennyw orth  of confidence in  
the capacity o f the na tio na lis t bourgeoisie 
and its  leaders to  conduct a genuine 
strugg le  agains im peria lism  is to  prepare 
and pe rm it the s trangu la tion  of the In d ­
ian revo lu tion  in  the same m anner as the 
na tiona l bourgeoisie rode to power over the 
backs o f the Chinese w orkers  and pea­
sants. The conclusion flows not on ly  from  
the b itte r  experiences o f the Chinese revo­
lu tio n , bu t from  the recent past o f the In d ­
ian movement itse lf.

G liam li’s Record
W ill Ghandi, fo r  example, who in tro ­

duced the apparently  “ revo lu tio n a ry ”  res­
o lu tion  at the Congress, lead o r p a rt ic i­
pate in  a rea l s trugg le  aga inst B r it is h  
im peria lism ?  H is  whole record proves the 
fo lly  o f such a belief. F rom  the days when 
he organized an ambulance corps fo r  ser­
vice on the side o f B r it is h  im peria lism  in 
the Boer W ar, and h is w a r record as a 
chauv in is t servants o f B r ita in , down to 
more recent tim es when he has defended 
p ropertied  in terests in  every w orkers 
strugg le  o r s tr ike , Ghandi has played a 
reactionary ro le  (no t to  speak o f his semi- 
feudal “ economic”  theories o r h is s p ir itu ­
a lis t ic "  and m ystica l confusionism ).

Or do the actions of Ghandi and a ll  the 
res t of the na tiona l bourgeoisie in  the 
period a fte r the w ar insp ire  any confidence 
th a t th e ir  rea l ro le  is anyth ing  bu t the re ­
s tra in in g  and be traya l o f the movement and 
in terests o f the masses? I t  is suffic ient 
to  reca ll the period between 1919 and 1922, 
when the lib e ra tio n  s trugg le  reached a h igh 
po in t, w ith  m illio n s  p a rtic ip a tin g . The 
Em pire  was re a lly  in  danger. Dem onstra­
tions, s trikes and various o ther struggles 
swept the whole country. The v is it o f the 
P rince  o f W ales was the occasion fo r  
m agn ifiicen t dem onstrations of mass antag­
onism  and resistance to B r it is h  im p e ria l­
ism. The tem per o f the masses was ap­
proach ing a h igh  p itch. A t  Chauri Chaura 
and B a re illy , conflic ts took place between 
the w orkers  and poor peasants and the 
a u th o rit ie s

The ro le  of Ghandi and the Congress 
was to  stab the movement in  the back, 
no th ing  less. The s trugg le  was o ffic ia lly  
called off a t the no torious B a rdo li meeting 
w hich adopted a reso lu tion  dep lo ring  “ the 
inhum an conduct of the mob a t Chauri 
Chaura in  having b ru ta lly  m urdered con­
stables and w a n ton ly  burned police 
(s ta tio n s )”  and demanding o f the-peasants 
th a t they recontinue the paym ent o f taxes 
to  the governm ent and re n t to  the la nd lo rds ! 
The contem ptib le m iddle class hoof o f the 
ha llow ed Ghandis was revealed— as i t  a l­
ways is and a lways w i l l  be—as soon as 
the storm  o f a mass movemen o f w orkers 
and peasants swept the coun try  and th re a t­
ened the existence o f B r it is h  im peria lism  
and the " r ig h ts ”  o f the land lords. The B a r­
do li reso lu tion  expressed in  a classic m an­
ne r the rea l ro le  o f the na tiona l bourge­
oisie in  the co lon ia l strugg le  aga inst im per­
ia lis m : to  stand by its  fo re ign  m aster, by 
the na tive  land lo rd  and business man 
against the masses of w orkers  and pea­
sants.

I t  is n o t the na tiona l bourgeoisie th a t 
w i l l  lead the In d ia n  revo lu tion . I t  w il l  
on ly  m islead it .  I ts  ro le  w i l l  be no more 
g lo rious than  the ro le  o f the Russian K e r- 
enskys and the Chinese Chiang Kai-Sheks. 
The In d ia n  revo lu tion  w i l l  n o t succeed as 
a “ dem ocratic revo lu tio n ”  ca rried  on by 
a socalled "re v o lu tio n a ry  dem ocratic a l l i ­
ance.”  I t  w i l l  be succesful on ly  I f  i t  is 
led  by the In d ia n  p ro le ta r ia t, a lready quite 
numerous and enriched by m any m ilita n t 
battles, supported by  the mass o f h o rr ib ly  
pauperized t i l le rs  o f the soil. I t  is  quite 
true  th a t there  are g igan tic  d ifficu lties  in  
the w ay grea te r in  m any respects than 
those th a t  confronted the Chinese w orkers 
and peasants. I t  is also true  ( W

course pursued by the revo lu tiona ry  ele­
ments p a rt ic u la r ly  by the Com munist In ­
te rna tiona l, in  the past few  years, has not 
fa c ilita te d  the success o f the strugg le—i t  
has made i t  ha rder and introduced the 
most r id icu lous and calam itous confusion 
in to  the situation.

A t the Cross-Roads
B ut these d ifficu lties  are decreased at 

the present moment by the revo lu tiona ry  
s itua tion  tha t is developing at such a rap id  
pace. Under the concentrating pressure o f 
such a s itua tion, m istakes and shortcom ­
ings ot the past can be s w if t ly  rectified—o r 
lead s w if t ly  to  catastrophe. A  rec tifica tion  
is now an essential requ irem ent th a t dare 
not be postponed, prec ise ly  because the 
Ind ian  revo lu tion  now stands a t the cross­
roads: i t  can trave l e ither the path o f the 
1927 debacle in  China o r the 1917 v ic to ry  
in  Russia.

As fo r  the w orkers and peasants, the 
shortcom ings o f the past, the m istakes o f 
the present, the character o f the coming 
revo lu tion , the question o f the Com munist 
P a rty -—a ll the problem s of decisive conse­
quence— a consideration o f these po in ts  
requ ire  and m ust be le ft to  another a rtic le .

o

Stalinists Disrupt Minneapolis 

T. U. U. L. Conference
M IN N E A P O LIS — A lthough the T.U.U.L. 

un fu rled  its  banner at • Cleveland several 
months ago w ith  a ca ll to  the wide masses 
o f w orkers fo r  s trugg le  on a ll fron ts , the 
f irs t  d is tr ic t conference held in  the n o rth ­
west opened its  one session today w ith  ex­
pulsions o f three w e ll-know n  m ilita n t w o r­
kers.

C. R. H edlund presented credentia ls 
from  the R ailroad  Council o f M inneapolis, 
the on ly  m ilita n t group o f ra ilro a d  w orkers 
in  th is  c ity . H is  credentia l was no t on ly  
turned down by the credentia l committee, 
but he was denounced in  the conference 
as a “ T ro ts k y is t” . F u rth e r than th is  the 
ra ilro a d  w o rke rs ’ problem s were not con­
sidered.

The same trea tm ent was accorded A r ­
nold Ronn o f Superior who presented cre­
dentia ls from  the C entra l Co-operative E x­
change o f th a t city.

Representing the women's section o f 
the co-operatives, Helen Ronkenan, who 
came down fro m  the T w in -P orts  as a f ra t ­
e rna l delegate, was also refused a scat.

The com plexion o f the conference was 
anyth ing  but reassuring to one at a ll fam ­
i l ia r  w ith  the w o rke rs ’ movement in  th is  
section. O f the f i f t y  men and women pre­
sent, less than  a h a lf dozen represented 
any one except themselves. The S ta lin is t 
functiona ries  were there in  force. The dis­
t r ic t  had been c a re fu lly  worked. The resu lt 
was a p a rty  membership m eeting—not a 
Trade Union convention. A  long lis t  o f 
speeches by p a rty  bureaucrats, a s t i l l  lon ­
ger l is t  o f reso lu tions presented by the 
same people, together w ith  the maneuvers 
both before and a fte r the expulsions, give 
a fa ir ly  good p ic tu re  o f the meeting. I f  
anyth ing  re a lly  constructive  was accom­
plished i t  was no t apparent to the w rite r. 
The great harm  tha t w ould proceed from  
the na rrow  sectarian lin e  given at the con­
ference, in  o ther circumstances, is m in i­
mized by the fac t th a t the o ffic ia l pa rty  ap­
paratus and its  hangers-on have l i t t le  
contact w ith  the w orkers  movement here 
and s t i l l  less au tho rity .

$81,COO,000 CORPORATION REFUSES TO 
PAY 8J CENTS AN HOUR  

CAM BRIDGE, Mass.— R ather than 
pay the extra  2 cents an hour provided by 
the state’s m in im um  wage law , the w ea lthy 
H a rva rd  U n ive rs ity  corpora tion  has fired  
20 scrubwomen w ith o u t notice. The H a r­
vard  Scrub W omen’s P rotective  A id  Soc­
ie ty, believed to have been started by s tu ­
dents, is so lic it in g  pennies to make up the 
H a rva rd  budget so the women may not be 
jobless. They were ge tting  35 cents an 
hour, o r  $10.50 a week.

Some o f the discharged scrub women 
were reemployed as chambermaids fo r  the 
dorm ito ries  a t 32 cents an hour. Chamber­
maids do no t come under the m in im um  
wage provisions. H a rva rd  investments, 
lis ted  a t $81,000,000, have been swelled an­
o ther $5,000,000 by a recent donation.

N. Y . TELEPHO NE GRABS 
$14,000,00 MORE

N EW  YO RK— “ To prevent confiscation 
o f its  p rop e rty ” , the New Y o rk  Telephone 
Co., B e ll subsid iary, has announced a f la t  
increase o f $1.25 a m onth in  business rates 
and 50 cents fo r  residence phones. The in ­
crease, to  ne t $14,000,000 fo r  the a lready 
p ro fitab le  company, was obtained through 
(he courtesy o f the federa l courts.
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The «Third Period» of the Comintern’s Mistakes
By L. D. TrotskyCrises of Conjuncture and the Revo* 

lutionary Crisis in Capitalism

A t the F if th  Congress o f the Confeder­
a tio n  General da T ra v a il U n ita iie , A. Vas­
sa rt made a leng thy speech against Cham- 
be lland*, w h ich  was la te r published as a 
pam phlet, w ith  a fo rew ord  by Jean 
B reco t**. In  h is speech, Vassart a ttem pts 
to  defend the re vo lu tio n a ry  perspective 
against the re fo rm is t perspective. In  th is  
respect, ou r sympathies are e n tire ly  on 
h is  side. B u t u n fo rtu n a te ly  he defends 
the  revo lu tiona ry  perspective w ith  such 
argum ents as can b rin g  on ly  advantages to 
the reform ists. In  h is speech, there  is 
included a series o f fa ta l theore tica l and 
fac tua l m istakes. One may ob ject: A re  
there  so few  m istaken speeches in  the 
w orld?  Vassart cap s t i l l  lea rn  a  g rea t 
deal. I  m yself w ould be glad to th in k  so. 
B u t i t  has been made d iff ic u lt by the fa c t 
th a t the speech has been published in  the 
fo rm  o f a propraganda pam phlet. I t  is 
provided w ith  a fo rew ord  by Jean B recot 
who is a t least a cousin to  Monmousseau 
h im self, and th is  gives the pam phle t a 
p rogram m atic  character. The fa c t th a t 
n o t on ly  the author, bu t also the ed ito r 
who prepared i t  fo r  pub lica tion , d id no t 
perceive the enormous m istakes is w itness 
to  the sad state o f the theore tica l level o f 
the present leaders o f F rench Communism. 
Jean B recot does n o t t ire  o f sm ashing the 
M arx is t Opposition. W hat he ought to  do, 
as we sha ll soon demonstrate, is  s im p ly  
to  s it  down and study h is A. B. C.s. Lead­
ership o f the labo r m ovement is  incom ­
patib le  w ith  ignorance, as M arx  once said 
to  W e itling .

A t  the congress, Chambelland ex­
pressed the superfic ia l thought—based de­
c is ive ly  on no th ing  bu t the re fo rm is t ten ­
dencies o f the speaker—th a t c a p ita lis t 
s tab iliza tion  w i l l  la s t fo r  about another 
th ir ty - fo r ty  years, th a t is, th a t even the 
new  generation o f the p ro le ta r ia t w h ich  is 
ju s t coming fo rw a rd  cannot count upon 
the revo lu tio n a ry  seizure o f power. 
Chambelland b rought no serious argum ents 
to  substantia te h is  fan tastic  period of tim e. 
Whereas, the h is to rica l experience o f the 
past tw o  decades and the the theore tica l 
analysis o f the present s itua tion  speak 
w h o lly  against C ham bellland’s perspective.

B u t le t us see how Vassart refutes him . 
He proves f irs t  o f a l l  th a t even before the 
w a r the c a p ita lis t system could no t exist 
w ith o u t convulsions. “ F rom  1850 to 1910, 
an economic c ris is  took place approxim ate ly  
every 14 years ( !  ?) bred by the c a p ita lis t 
system." (Page 14.) And fu r th e r  on: " I f ,  
before the war, the c ris is  took place every 
14 years, we see a con trad ic tion  between 
th is  fa c t and the assertions o f Chambelland 
who does no t forsee a serious c ris is  before 
fo r ty  years.”  (Page 15).

I t  Is n o t d iff icu lt to  understand th a t 
w ith  th is  so rt o f argum ent, Vassart, who 
confuses crises o f con junctu re  w ith  the 
revo lu tio n a ry  c ris is  o f cap ita lism  as a 
whole, on ly  strengthens the false position  
of Chambelland.

F irs t  o f a ll, the establishm ent o f the 
con junc tu ra l cycle a t 14 years is ra th e r 
su rp ris ing . W here d id  Vassart get th is  
figure? We hear I t  fo r  the f ir s t  tim e. 
And how is  i t  th a t Jean B reco t, who in ­
s truc ts  us so au tho rita tive ly , (a lm ost as 
a u th o rita tive ly  as Monmousseau h im se lf) 
d id  no t notice such a crass m istake, es­
pec ia lly  in  such a quest!©* th a t has such 
an im mediate, such a v ita l significance fo r 
the trade un ion  movement? P r io r  to  the 
w ar, every trade un io n is t knew  th a t crises 
o r  a t least depressions recurred  every sev­
en o r  e igh t years. I f  we take the period 
o f a cen tury  and a h a lf, we find  th a t one 
c r is is  was never separated from  the other 
by more than  eleven years. The average 
du ra tio n  o f the cycle was about e igh t and 
a h a lf years, and fu rth e rm o re , as was 
shown by the p re -w ar period, the con junc­
tu ra l ry th m  had a tendency no t to  slacken 
b u t to  accelerate, w h ich  is  hound up w ith  
the renew al o f techn ica l m achinery. In  
the post-w ar years, the changes o f con-

♦Spokesmen in  the C. G. T. U. fo r  the 
ru l in g  Tegime in  the F rench  Com munist 
P a r ty —Ed.

“ Leader o f the synd ica lis t m in o r ity  
group a t the C. G. T. U. congress and one 
o f the ed itors o f L a  R evo lu tion I ’ ro le ta r- 
lenne, organ o f the Synd ica lis t League 
(Monatte G roup).— Ed.

jun c tu re  had a d iso rde rly  character, w hich 
was expressed by the fa c t th a t the crises 
recu rred  more freq u e n tly  than before the 
w'ar. How does i t  happen th a t leading 
F rench trade un ion is ts  do not know  such 
e lem entary facts? E specia lly  how can one 
lead a s tr ike  movement w ith o u t having in  
m ind  a re a lis tic  p ic tu re  of the changes o f 
economic con juncture? E very serious Com­
m un is t can and m ust pu t th is  question to 
the leaders o f the C. G. T. U., p r im a r ily  
to  Monmousseau— and th a t squarely.

T ha t is how the m atte r stands from  the 
po in t o f v iew  o f the f a c ts . . . I t  is no be tter 
fro m  the m ethodologica l p o in t o f view. 
W ha t does Vassart a c tu a lly  prove? T ha t 
ca p ita lis t development is genera lly  incon­
ceivable w ith o u t con ju n c tu ra l con trad ic­
tions ; they existed before the w a r and 
w il l  ex is t in  the fu tu re . I t  is doub tfu l i f  
even Chambelland w ould deny th is  com­
monplace. B u t from  th is  there  does no t as 
ye t flow  any revo lu tio n a ry  perspective. 
On the co n tra ry : i f  fo r  the past cen tu ry  
and a h a lf the c a p ita lis t w o rld  passed 
th rough  eighteen crises, then  there  is no 
basis fo r  the conclusion th a t cap ita lism  
m ust fa l l  w ith  the n ineteenth  o r tw en tie th . 
In  a c tu a lity , co n ju n c tu ra l cycles in  the 
life  of cap ita lism  p lay  the same ro le  as is 
played, fo r  example, by the cycles o f blood 
c irc u la tio n  in  the l ife  o f an organism . 
F rom  the p e rio d ic ity  o f the crises, there 
flows ju s t as l i t t le  the conclusion o f the 
in e v ita b ility  o f the revo lu tion , as the in ­
e v ita b ility  o f death— from  a ry th m ic  pulse.

A t the T h ird  Congress o f the C om intern 
(1921), the u ltra -L e ftis ts  of the tim e  (Buch- 
a rin , Z inoviev, Radek, Thaelm ann, Tha lhe im - 
er, Pepper Bela K u n  and others) ca lcu­
lated th a t cap ita lism  w ou ld  never again 
know  an in d u s tr ia l rev iva l because i t  had 
entered the f in a l ( "T h ird ” ?) period, w h ich  
w ould  develop on the basis o f a perm anent 
c ris is  u n t il the very revo lu tion . A round th is  
question, a b ig  ideo log ica l s trugg le  took 
place at the T h ird  Congress. M y rep o rt was 
devoted to a considerable extent to  p rov ing  
the idea th a t in  the epoch o f im peria lism  
the law s de term in ing  the change in  indus t­
r ia l  cycles rem ain  in  effect and th a t con­
ju n c tu ra l vac illa tions  w i l l  be cha racte ris tic  
o f cap ita lism  as long as i t  ex is ts : the pulse 
ceases on ly  w ith  death. B u t fron . the state 
o f the pulse, in  con junc tion  w ith  o ther 
symptoms, a doctor can determ ine w hether 
he is dealing w ith  a s trong  o r weak organ­
ism , a hea lthy  o r a s ick one. (o f course, I  
do n o t speak o f doctors o f the Monmous­
seau school.) Vassart however makes the 
a ttem pt to  prove the in e v ita b ility  and p ro x ­
im ity  o f the revo lu tion  on the basis o f  the 
fa c t th a t crises and booms take place 
every 14 years.

Vassart could easily have avoided 
these gross e rro rs  i f  he had a t least made 
a study o f the re p o rt and discussion a t the 
T h ird  Congress o f the C om intern. B u t, 
un fo rtu n a te ly , the m ost im p o rta n t docu­
m ents o f the f ir s t  fo u r Congresses, when 
genuine M a rx is t ideology ru led  the Com­
in te rn , are now  p roh ib ited  lite ra tu re . F o r 
the new generation o f leaders, the h is to ry  
o f M a rx is t thought begins w ith  the F if th  
Congress, p a rt ic u la r ly  w ith  the u n fo rtu n ­
ate Ten th  P lenum  o f the E. C. C. I.  The 
p rin c ip a l c rim e o f the d u ll and b lin d  b u r­
eaucratic apparatus consists in  the mech­
an ica l in te rp re ta tio n  o f theore tica l tra d i­
tions.

Economic Conjuncture and Radical- 
ization of the Masses

I f  Vassart does no t know  the mechanics 
o f business cycles and does n o t understand 
the re la tionsh ip  between con ju n c tu ra l 
crises and revo lu tio n a ry  crises o f the cap­
ita lis t  system as a whole, then the d ia le c ti­
ca l interdependence o f the economic con­
ju n c tu re  and the strugg le  o f the w o rk in g  
class is ju s t as unc lear to  him . Vassart 
conceives th is  dependence ju s t as m echani­
c a lly  as h is  opponent Chambelland, a l­
though th e ir  conclusions are d ire c tly  con­
tra ry , and m oreover erroneous to the same 
degree.

Chambelland says: “ R ad ica liza tion  of 
the masses Is in  a ce rta in  sense the ba r­
ometer w hich makes i t  possible to  evaluate 
the cond ition  o f  cap ita lism  in  a given 
country. I f  cap ita lism  is  in  a state Of 
decline the masses are necessarily rad ica l­
ized.”  (Page 23.) F rom  th is  Chambelland 
draws the conclusion th a t because the 
strikes embrace o n ly  the periphery^ o f the

w orkers, because m e ta llu rg ica l and chem i­
cal industries  are affected on ly  to a s lig h t 
degree, cap ita lism  is not as yet in  decline. 
Before h im  there is s t i l l  a fo rty  years’ 
period o f development.

W ha t does Vassart answer to  th is?  
Chambelland, accord ing to h im , “ does not 
see the rad ica liza tion  because he does not 
see the new methods of exp lo ita tion .”  (Page 
30.) Vassart in  every respect repeats the 
thought th a t i f  one recognizes the in tens i­
fied exp lo ita tion  and understands th a t i t  
w i l l  develop fu rth e r, “ tha t in  its e lf com­
pels you to rep ly  a ffirm a tive ly  to the ques­
tion  o f the rad ica liza tion  o f the masses.”  
(Page 31.)

When one reads these polemics, he gets 
the im pression o f tw o  b lind -fo lded  men 
try in g  to catch each other. I t  is  no t true  
th a t a c ris is  a lways and Under a ll c ircum - 
stnees ra ica lizes the masses. Exam ple : 
Ita ly , Spain, the Balkans, etc. It. is not true  
th a t the rad ica lism  o f the w o rk in g  class 
necessarily  corresponds w ith  the period o f 
cap ita lism ’s decline. Exam ple : C hartism  
in  England, etc. L ik e  Chambelland, Vas­
sa rt also ignores the liv in g  h is to ry  o f the 
labo r movement in  the name o f dead form s. 
W rong also is Cham belland’s conclusion 
its e lf :  F rom  the fact, th a t s trikes have no t 
as ye t embraced the m ain mass o f French 
w orkers, one m ust by no means deduce a 
denia l o f the beg inning o f rad ica liza tio n ; 
bu t w hat can and m ust be a rrived  a t is  a 
concrete eva luation o f the extent, depth 
and in te n s ity  o f th is  rad ica liza tion . Cham­
belland, ev idently , agrees to  believe in  i t  
o n ly  a fte r the whole w o rk in g  class is en­
gaged in  an offensive. B u t such leaders 
who w ish  to s ta rt o n ly  when eve ry th ing  is 
ready, are n o t needed by th *  w o rk in g  
class. One m ust be able to  see the firs t, 
even though weak, symptoms o f rev iva l, 
w h ile  o n ly  in  the economic sphere, adapt 
one’s tac tics  to  i t  and a tte n tive ly  fo llo w  
the development o f the process. M eantim e 
one m ust no t d isregard, even fo r  an hour, 
the genera l na ture  o f o u r epoch, w h ich  
has proved more than  once and w i l l  ye t 
prove, th a t between the f irs t  symptoms o f 
re v iva l and s to rm y upsurge w h ich  creates 
a revo lu tio n a ry  s itua tion , no t fo r ­
ty  years bu t perhaps on ly  a f if th  o r a 
ten th  o f th a t are required.

T h is  m a tte r stands no be tter w ith  Vas­
sart. He s im p ly  establishes a m echanical 
p a ra lle l between e xp lo ita tion  and rad ica l- 
liza tion . H ow  can the rad ica liza tion  o f the 
masses be denied, Vassart says ir r ita b ly ,  
i f  e xp lo ita tion  grows fro m  day to  day? 
T h is  is ch ild ish  m etaphysics, qu ite  in  the 
s p ir it  o f B ucharin . R ad ica liza tion  m ust be 
proved n o t by deductions b u t by facts. 
The conclusion o f Vassart can be tu rned  
in to  its  opposite w ith o u t d iff icu lty . I t  
is  su ffic ien t to  p u t a question lik e  th is : 
H ow  could the cap ita lis ts  increase e xp lo it­
a tion  fro m  day to day i f  they were con­
fron ted  by the ra d ica lliza tio n  o f the 
masses? I t  is  prec ise ly  the absence o f 
f ig h tin g  s p ir it  in  the masses th a t perm its  
an increase o f exp lo ita tion . T rue , such 
reasoning w ith o u t qua lifica tio ns  w ould  
also be one-sided, bu t s t i l l  a lo t  nearer to  
l ife  than  Yassart's constructions.

The troub le  is th a t the g ro w th  o f ex­
p lo ita tio n  does no t under a ll c ircum stances 
raise  the fig h tin g  s p ir it  o f the p ro le ta ria t. 
Thus, w ith  a dec lin ing  con junctu re , w ith  
the g row th  o f unem ploym ent, p a rt ic u la r ly  
a fte r lo s t battles, increased exp lo ita tion  
does n o t breed rad ica liza tion  o f the 
masses, b u t qu ite  the con tra ry , the fa llin g  
o f s p ir it, d ispersal and d is in teg ra tion . We 
saw, tha t, fo r  example, in  the E ng lish  coal 
m in in g  in d u s try  r ig h t  a fte r the s tr ike  o f 
1926. We saw i t  on a s t i l l  la rg e r scale in  
Russia when the in d u s tr ia l c r is is  o f 1907 
fe ll w ith  the w reck ing  o f the 1905 revo lu ­
tion . I f  in  the past tw o  years the g row th  
o f exp lo ita tion  in  France b rough t about the 
evident g row th  o f the s tr ike  movement, the 
ground fo r  i t  was created by the rise  in  
the economic con junctu re  and no t its  de­
cline.

False Revolutionaries Fear 
Economic Processes

B u t the u ltra -L e ft  opportun is ts  lead­
ing  the C om intern  fea r a rise  in  in d u s try  
as economic "co un te r-re vo lu tion ” . T he ir 
rad ica lism  leans on a weak reed. F o r the 
fu r th e r  rise  o f indu s try , business con jun ­
c tu re  w ou ld  in  the ve ry  f ir s t  place have de­
livered a m o rta l b low  to  th e ir  s tup id  theo­

ries o f the “ th ird  and las t period” . These 
people deduce revo lu tio n a ry  perspectives 
not from  the rea l process o f con trad ic tions 
bu t from  falsa schemas. And from  th is  flow 
th e ir  fa ta l m istakes in  tactics..

I t  may s6em qu ite  im probable th a t at 
the Congress o f the C. G. T. U. in  France 
the o ffic ia l o ra tors tr ied  above a ll to  depict 
the a ffa irs  o f French cap ita lism  in  the 
most piteous fo rm . Loud ly  exaggerating 
the present sw ing of the s tr ike  movement, 
the F rench S ta lin is ts  at the same tim e 
gave such a characte riza tion  o f French 
in d u s try  as would make s tr ike  strugg les 
abso lu te ly hopeless in  the fu tu re . Among 
them was Vassart. P recise ly because he, 
together w ith  Monmousseau, does not d is­
tingu ish  between the c ris is  o f cap ita lism  
and the eon jnnctu ra l c ris is , and figures 
th is  tim e together w ith  Chambelland, tha t 
a con ju n c tu ra l rise m igh t fu r th e r  remove 
the revo lu tion  to  a period o f decades, Vas­
sa rt is apprehensive o f an in d u s tr ia l rise. 
On page 21-24 o f h is pam phlet, he proves 
th a t the present in d u s tr ia l rev iva l in  
France is  "a r t i f ic ia l”  ^nd “ m om entary”  
(page 24). A t  the December na tiona l com­
m ittee ’meeting, R iche ta t d ilig e n tly  painted 
the F rench te x tile  in d u s try  as being in  a 
state o f cris is. I f  th is  is the case i i  means 
th a t the s tr ike  movement w h ich  so fa r  
served as the on ly  ind ica tion  o f rad ica liza ­
tio n  has no economic foundation  under i t ­
se lf o r is los ing  i t  rap id ly . To say the 
least, by a n tic ipa tion  Vassart and R icheta t 
give the representatives o f cap ita l a p rice ­
less a rgum ent aga inst economic conces­
sions to the w orkers  and w hat is more im ­
p o rta n t they give decisive argum ents to  
the re fo rm is ts  aga inst eoonomic strikes, 
fo r  i t  m ust be understood th a t from  a per­
spective o f ch ron ic  c ris is  one can by no 
means d raw  a perspective o f increasing 
economic strugg les.

Do no t these so rry-synd ica lis ts  fo llo w  
the economic press? B ut, they m ay say, 
the ca p ita lis t press de libe ra te ly  parades its  
optim ism . However, i t  is n o t a question 
o f editoria l's here. F rom  day to  day, from  
m onth to m onth, the press publishes the 
m arke t reports, the balances o f the banks, 
com m ercia l and in d u s tr.o l enterprises and 
ra ilroads. Some o f the to ta ls  invo lved 
have a lready teen  p rin ted  in  No. 12 of 
Y e ritc *. The more recent figures are fu r ­
th e r p roo f o f the r is in g  tendency o f French 

- ind u s try . The la s t economic w eekly to  
reach me, Le Temps (O ctober 9,1929), ca r­
ries fo r  instance, a rep o rt o f a general 
m eeting o f the stockholders o f the m eta l­
lu rg ic a l enterprises o f the N orth  and East 
o f France. We do no t know  M .Quivelette's 
a ttitude  to the ph ilosophy o f the “ T h ird  
P eriod”  and we adm it th a t we are not very 
much interested. B u t nevertheless he can 
ve ry  w e ll sum up p ro fits  and cu t dividends, 
Q uivelette  sums up the to ta l o f the past 
year in  the fo llo w in g  phrase: "The  con­
d itio n  o f the domestic m arke t has been ex­
cep tiona lly  favorab le .”  T h is  fo rm u la , I  
hope, has no th ing  in  common w ith  p la ton ic  
op tim ism  because i t  is strengthened t y  
fo r ty  fran c  dividends on stock instead of 
the tw en ty-five  fran c  fran c  d ividend the 
year before. We ask: Has o r has no t th is  
fa c t an im portance fo r  the economic 
strugg les in  the m eta l industry?  I t  would 
seem th a t i t  has. B u t u n fo rtu n a te ly , be­
h ind  the hack o f Quivelette  we see the fig ­
ures o f Vassart and B recot o r  th a t o f M on­
mousseau h im self, and we hear th e ir  vo ice : 
"D o n ’t  believe the w ords o f th is  c a p ita lis t 
o p tim is t who does n o t know  th a t he is 
up to  h is ears in  the th ird  p e rio d !”  Is n ’t  i t  
c lea r th a t i f  a w o rke r makes the m istake 
o f be liev ing  on th is  question, Monmous­
seau and n o t Q uivelette , he w i l l  have to 
come to  the conclusion th a t he has no 
ground under h is feet fo r  successful econ­
omic strugg le , to  say no th ing  o f an offen­
sive.

The Monmousseau school— i f  one may

*W e can o n ly  welcome the fac t that 
L a  Verlte has in troduced m on th ly  econ- 
om ic reviews. The f ir s t  a rt ic le  (No. 12) 
gives an exce llent ou tline  fo r  the need of 
economic o rien ta tio n  fo r  every Communist 
in  the P a rty  as w e ll as in  the trade union 
w ork. P a r t ic u la r ly  the Oppositionists 
m ust re ly  on th is  side o f the m a tte r ’: the 
establishm ent o f a co rrec t revo lu tiona ry  
perspective, based on a M a rx is t analysis 
o f faots and figu res, no t on ly  In  opposition 
to  the em pty babblings o f Cachin and Mon­
mousseau, b u t also to the p o lit ic a l fic tion  
o f some gentlem en who have wandered in to  
he vaaks o f the O pposition by  m istake.
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Throughout the W orld of Labor 0

The Developments in 

Germany
The German w o rk in g  class is now go­

ing  th rough a fa r  severer period o f econ­
omic and m ora l depression than even the 
most pessim istic tables o f s ta tis tic ians can 
describe. I t  takes an in s ig h t in to  the con­
d itions o f the average p ro le ta rian  fa m ily  
to  establish th is. Vegetab le-butter (m ar­
garine is found everywhere a t the w o rk ­
ingm an ’s table instead of bu tte r. The d iet 
is en tire ly  devoid o f eggs. O nly the most 
meager portions o f meat find  th e ir  way to 
the w o rke r’s stomach. M a lt coffee has d is­
placed bean coffee, and so on w ith o u t end. 
In  short, the w o rk in g  class d ie t consists 
in  la rge measure o f w hat was term ed d u r­
ing  the w a r and in fla tio n  periods ersutz- 
lebenm ltte l (substitu te  products).

Professor K ucsinsk i, a bourgeois econ­
om ist has figured ou t th a t the w o rke r re ­
ceives in  wages o n ly  85% o f w hat he needs 
fo r  a m in im um  standard o f l iv in g ! Th is  
a t the same tim e th a t German in d u s try  in ­
creases its  p roduction  by leaps and bounds. 
And yet the re fo rm is ts , s t i l l  backed by a

give such a t it le  to  an in s titu t io n  where 
people are taught to  un learn  th in k in g , read­
in g  and w r it in g — is a fra id  o f an economic 
rise, i t  m ust be said p la in ly  th a t fo r  the 
F rench w o rk in g  class, w h ich  has renewed 
its  com position a t least tw ice— d u rin g  the 
years o f the w a r and a fte r the w ar, having 
included in  its  ranks tremendous numbers 
o f youth, women and fo re igners— and is 
fa r  from  having fused th is  raw  mass to ­
gether in  its  m e lting  po t—fo r  the French 
w o rk in g  class, the fu r th e r  developm ent of 
an in d u s tr ia l rise  w ould have created an 
incom parable school, w ould  have welded its  
s trength , w ould  have proved to  the m ost 
backw ard sections th e ir  m eaning and ro le  
in  the c a p ita lis t mechanism, and w ould  
thereby have raised class consciousness as 
a whole to  new heights. Tw o or three 
years, even one year, o f a broad, succesful 
economic strugg le  w ould give re b ir th  to  the 
p ro le ta ria t. A fte r  a p rop e rly  u tilize d  econ­
om ic rise, a con junc tu ra l c ris is  m ig h t give 
a serious im petus to  a genuine p o lit ic a l 
rad ica liza tion  o f the masses.

A t the same tim e, i t  m ust no t be fo r ­
gotten th a t w ars and revo lu tions in  our 
epoch re su lt no t from  con ju n c tu ra l crises 
bu t from  the con trad ic tions between the 
development o f the productive forces on the 
one hand and the bourgeois cha racte ris tic  
o f na tiona l boundaries on the o ther carried  
to  th e ir  c lim ax. Im p e ria lis t w a r and the 
October reve lou tion  have succeeded in  
show ing the s tra in  o f these contrad ic tions. 
The new ro le  of Am erica has developed 
them  fu rth e r. The more serious a character 
the developement o f the p roductive  forces 
has in  one coun try  o r another, o r in  a 
series of countries, the fas te r a new rise  in  
in d u s try  w i l l  find  its e lf confronted w ith  
the basic con trad ic tion  o f w o rld  in d u s try  
and the sharper w i l l  be the reaction— econ­
omic, p o lit ic a l, domestic and in te rn a tio n a l. 
A serious in d u s tr ia l rise  w ou ld  be a t a l l  
events, no t a m inus bu t a tremendous p lus 
fo r  F rench  Communism, c rea ting  a m ig h ty  
s tr ike  fo re runne r to  a p o lit ic a l offensive. 
Conclusion: there  w i l l  be no la ck  o f revo­
lu tio n a ry  s ituations. I t  is  qu ite  lik e ly , how ­
ever, th a t there  w i l l  be a lack  o f a b ility  
to  u tiliz e  them.

B u t is the  fu r th e r  r is in g  development 
o f the F rench in d u s tr ia l con junctu re  guar­
anteed? T h is  we cannot dare to  confirm . 
Here a ll sorts of possib ilities rem ain  open. 
A t any rate , i t  does n o t depend on us. 
W hat does depend on us, and w ha t we are 
obliged to do, is n o t to  close o u r eyes to 
facts in  the name o f p it i fu l schema, b u t to  
take the course o f economic development 
as i t  re a lly  is  and to  w o rk  out trade un ion 
tactics on the basis o f rea l facts. We 
speak in  the given case o f tactics in  d is­
tin c tio n  to strategy, w h ich  is  determ ined, 
of course, no t by con ju n c tu ra l changes h u t 
by basic tendencies o f development. B u t 
i f  tactics are subordinated to  s tra tegy then, 
on the other hand, s trategy is realized on ly  
through tactics.

To the C om intern  as w e ll as the P ro f- 
in te rn , tactics consist in  period ic  zig-zags, 
and strategy— in  the m echanical sum o f 
zig-zags. T ha t is w hy the p ro le ta r ia fi van­
guard suffers defeat a fte r defeat.
P rin k  ipo. December 22, 1929

m a jo rity  o f the w o rk in g  class, shout: 
Accum ulate! A ccum ula te! F or them  the 
way out o f th is  w o rk in g  class m isery lies 
in  the accum ulation o f cap ita l in  Germany.

There are more than  3,000,000 unem­
ployed in  the Reich, more than  h a lf a m il­
lio n  in  B e r lin  alone. There is h a rd ly  a 
fa m ily  in  p ro le ta ria n  B e r lin  th a t hasn 't its  
sfem peibruder. Unemploym ent insurance, 
o f w h ich the ’’socia l”  state, Germany, so 
p roud ly  boasts as against the unsocia l U. S., 
is h a rd ly  enough to keep its  recipent alive. 
The resu lt is th a t the unemployed f i l l  the 
■’w e lfa re  offices”  and "a id  societies”  day 
a fte r day and are forced to degrade them ­
selves to  v ir tu a l beggars. The m oral 
effects can be imagined.

The coa lition  governm ent o f the Reich 
i3 very shaky. I t  has done its  w ork. I t  
has b rough t about the reduction in  unem­
p loym ent insurance and the a rb itra tio n  
clauses th rough  W isse l; i t  has cast the 
burden o f the taxes on the w o rk in g  class 
th rough  H ilfe rd in g . Severing’s anti-Com - 
m un is t “ Law  fo r  the P ro tection  o f the 
R epub lic”  complete the c irc u it. F inance 
cap ita l is p reparing  the boot fo r its  social 
democratic lackeys. I t  needs more "reso­
lu te ”  servants fo r  its  purpose in  the period 
to come.

The en tire  German economic system 
o f the im mediate fu tu re  w i l l  live  in  the 
shadow o f the recent W a ll S treet crash. 
A  German economic jo u rn a l w rites  on th is :

" I t  is probable th a t a t least p a rt ia lly  
the economic cooperation o f s im ila r ly  con­
structed concerns o f the countries in v o l­
ved w il l  take place o f the fo rm e rly  cus­
tom ary loan grants, namely, those made to  
the la rge  in d u s tr ia l states lik e  Germany, 
fo r  instance, w h ich  (economic coopera­
tion ) pow e rfu l Am erican c a p ita lis t enter- 
prizes w i l l  finance.”  (Z e its c h rift d. Deutsch- 
A m erl. W irtsch a ft. Yer., December, 1929)...

The favorab le  German in d u s tr ia l con­
d itions, to  he made yet more favorab le  by 
the g rea te r depression o f the erman w o rk ­
in g  masses soon to fo llo w , now a ttra c t a ll 
the cap ita l th a t fo rm e rly  w ent to  the pros­
p e rity -p ro m is in g  Am erican indus try . Th is  
means an advanced in te rn a tio n a liza tio n  of 
in d u s tr ia l cap ita l and a f irm e r g rip  on the 
la tte r  by  w o rld  finance cap ita l (M organ and 
Co.). H ow  th is  w orks out in  Germany may 
he gathered from  the g row ing  d ic ta to r ia l 
s treng th  o f M organ ’s German representa­
tive , H ja lm a r Schacht, the president of the 
Reichsbank. I le r r  Schacht is the man who 
tum bled H ilfe rd in g  from  h is  m in is te r ia l 
cha ir, because he was not fa r-reach ing  
enough in  h is “ re fo rm s”  and because, fo r 
reasons o f p o lit ic a l demagogy, he d idn ’t  go 
in  energe tica lly  fo r  im m ed ia te ly  c a rry in g  
ou t these reform s. Schacht is also the 
leader in  the movement fo r  the “ decom- 
m una liza tion ”  o f Germany, i. e., fo r  the 
a bo lition  o f comm unal expenditure. (A n 
example o f r in g in g  success ..v M r. 
Schacht’s plans was shown recen tly  in  
B e rlin , w here the C ity counc il voted a 
Christm as surp lus fo r  the unemployed, 
w h ich  the m agistra te , under Schacht’s d ir ­
ection im m ed ia te ly  repudiated.

In  German po litics , the s itua tion  finds 
a m ir ro r  and barom eter. The coa lition  
governm ent is nearing  the end o f its  s tring . 
I ts  prospective collapse is on the o rder o f 
the day. The na tiona l "R ig h t”  is  in  a 
deep cris is . Those elements backed by 
heavy indus try , lik e  the Landbund and 
S tahlhelm , are b reak ing  w ay fro m  the ir -  
reconciliab le  R igh ts  around H ugenburg and 
H it le r  and are go ing in  fo r  a p o licy  o f 
supporting  the status quo o f the repub lic , 
because “ I t  is  developing in  a d irec tion  
tow ards us” . Even H it le r  is w il l in g  to  
“ lis te n  to  reason". H is  papers are fu l l  o f 
pra ise fo r  Schacht, and despite a ll th e ir  
rad ica lism  and sham "re vo lu tio n a ry  socia l­
ism ”  they w r ite  th a t they are fo r  such a 
payment o f reparations as the “ na tion  finds 
bearable.”

The C. P. o f Germany is thus fac ing  a 
ve ry  serious bu t p rom is ing  state o f condi­
tions. I ts  v ic to ry  in  the Berlin, e lections 
was a rea l one, a ft the more s ign ifican t be­
cause the P a rty  campaign program  was 
a ltogether out o f p roportions to  rea l a ffa irs  
— to the “ L e ft” . I t  is  no exaggeration to 
say th a t a considerable m a jo r ity  o f the 
B e rlin  p ro le ta r ia t is  behind the P a rty  and 
places a ll  its  confidence in  it .  W hether 
the p a rty  w i l l  be able to  ho ld  th is  mass 
and increase i t  depends e n tire ly  upon how 
m uch san ity  I t  w i l l  app ly  in  its  tac tics  in  
the trade unons and tow ards the increas­

in g ly  d is illus ioned  w orkers who s t i l l  fo l­
low  the S. P. w h ile  d iscontent w ith in  the 
re fo rm is t organ iza tion  is g row ing , w h ile  
rebe llion  against the treacherous leader­
ship is brew ing.

As a whole, the pa rty  seems to have 
sobered a good deal la te ly .. The ca lls  to 
arm s echo very fa in t ly  in  the press today. 
In  the trade unions as w e ll as in  the pa rty  
itse lf, the stress is being la id  on organ­
iza tiona l work. B u t the U ltra -L e ft tactic  
o f  “  re vo lu tio n a ry  ”  kam pfiv itungen 
(s trugg le  leadership) and separate fac­
to ry  councils lis ts  has no t been given up 
and may s t i l l  do i t  much harm . In  many 
factories (e. g., U lls te in , Sim iens) where 
the la rgest Com m unist nuc le i exist, these 
nucle i have p itted  themselves a lm ost unan­
im ously against the p a rty  tactic . In  the 
queoiion of ' social fascism ” , the Com munist 
w orkers have solved the problem  in  th e ir 
own way. They exp la in  to  the S.P. w orkers 
in  discussion th a t the w ord is applied on ly  
to the social dem ocratic leaders, to  the 
"com rade” -m in is te rs , etc.

The campaign o f te rro r  w h ich  the au­
th o ritie s  and the bourgeois press have been 
conducting fo r  some tim e aga inst the p a rty  
and the m ilita n t sections o f the class is 
ta k in g  on ever grea te r proportions. F a ls i­
fica tion , slander and p rovocation f i l l  the 
a ir. The revo lu tio n a ry  masses are in ­
creasing ly  aroused to counteract v io le n tly  
to  th is  te rro r, and the p a rty  functiona ries  
sweat blood to keep the people in  check 
at dem onstrations and pub lic  meetings. 
The p a rty ’s e ffo rt to  connect the active 
d iscontent o f the unemployed w ith  so lid ­
a r ity  actions o f the w orkers  in  the fac­
tories is to  be applauded. B u t here too i t  
w i l l  no t do to re s tr ic t oneself to  phrases 
alone.

» * #
On the occasion o f in it ia t in g  a fo rm a l 

“ S ta lin  c u lt” , the Bote Fahne has n o t over­
looked any opportun ities  to make personal 
a ttacks upon comrade T ro tsky . I t  is sig­
n ifica n t to  note who the attackers are, and 
how they attack. Heinz Neumann, accused 
by the social democrats and the B ran d le r- 
ites (w ith o u t any re fu ta tio n  up-to-date) o f 
being in  close connection w ith  the German 
police is the s ta r— using the occasion o f a 
review  o f 'W illi M unzenburg’s la test hook 
“ D ie D r itte  F ro n t” . He p its  M unzenburg’s 
“ co llec tive ”  s p ir it  against T ro ts k y ’s “ gnaw­
ing  egotism ” . Th is  is ju s t too r id icu lous, 
even when we overlook the in co n g ru ity  of 
the comparison. For, as you know , upon 
M unzenburg’s head hang the fo llo w in g  
charges made by Herzog, the ed ito r o f Das 
F o ru m : b reak ing  the fo re ign  trade monop­
o ly  o f the Soviet Union, specu la ting w ith  
goods sent to  re lieve the Russian fam ine 
in  1921, m isapprop ria tion  o f W. I. R. funds 
—a ll fo r  personal purposes. As fa r  as I  
know  M unzenburg has no t as yet made 
answer to  these charges.

W hile  W il l i  does a th r iv in g  business 
w ith  h is newspaper-concerns, and lives in  
p rin ce ly  lu x u ry  in  his home a t " In  den 
Zelten,”  comrade T ro tsky , the “ egoist” 
lives the life  o f ex ile  in  backw ard Turkey, 
refused a v isum  b j the rest o f the planet. 
Perhaps H einz Neumann w il l  make us be­
lieve th a t th is  ban is  due to  no th ing  more 
than  T ro tsky ’s “ gnaw ing  egotism ” . The 
w orkers  know  better. They know th a t in  
T ro tsky , the bourgeois w o rld  fears the 
person ifica tion1 o f th a t “ haun ting  specter”  
th a t is ro ck in g  the foundations o f the 
ca p ita lis t system, o f v ic to rious Communism.

*  *  *

The B rand le rites  have had considerable 
success la te ly— in  a m a te ria l w ay: they 
have f in a lly  begun to  pub lish  a d a ily  w h ich 
appears in  Leipzig. In  B e rlin , th e ir  pub­
lica tions  have to be sought fo r  w ith  a 
search-ligh t.

H ow  B rand le r goes about in  o rgan iz ing 
h is in te rn a tio n a l fac tion  may be seen from  
h is  a rt ic le  on the am algam ation o f the 
three Czecho-Slovakian opportun is t groups. 
B ra n d le r was present on the scene of 
action. H is  ro le  can o n ly  be imagined. He 
w rites , among o ther th ings:

"O n ly  when the united opposition ap­
plies the un ited  fro n t tac tic  w ro ng ly  w il l  
the confederation (am algam ation) be, not 
a step fo rw a rd , b u t a re trea t. B u t there is 
no occasion to  assume th is , despite ( ! )  the 
fa lse fo rm u la  o f ‘ class conscious parties ’ 
( re fe rr in g  to  united fro n t w ith  the social 
democrats.— S. G. See la s t issue o f M il i ­
tant.— E d .)in  the u n ity  reso lu tion .”  (Cegon 
den S from , No. 1,1930.)

B rand le r rep rin ts  Lovesto iie ’s artic les 
on the In te rna tiona l, w hich are on ly  an 
echo o f his own and Roy’s a rtic les. Where 
Roy^ w rites : “ I t  is un fortuna te  th a t the 
lac tio n a l strugg le  in  the C. P. S. U. lost 
such valuable revo lu tionaries as T ro tsky 
fo r the movement” , Lovestone, fo r  his own 
purposes, substitutes Z inoviev fo r Trotsky, 
and B ia n d le r adds a l i t t le  note, rem ark ing  
th a t a fte r Len in 's death, Z inoviev never 
played an independent ro le  in  the In te r ­
na tiona l. A  s im ila r  instance o f ’’d ifferences'' 
is Roys "po lem ic”  against W olfe, in  which 
he critic izes the la tte r ’s theory th a t the 
reso lu tions o f the Sixth, Congress were 
correct, but were revised a t the Tenth 
Plenum . Here too, the theory is made to 
f i t  “ n a tio na l”  purposes.

1 v is ited  a B rand le r m eeting recently. 
B rand le r gave a p re tty  accurate appraisal 
o f conditions in  Germany, from  w hich there 
was much to learn. W hen he was asked 
in  the discussion pa rt how the Communist 
P a rty  and the In te rn a tio n a l came to be in  
such a position  o f impotence a t present, 
he s im p ly  answered tha t th is  cond ition  is 
due to the fa ilu re  o f the revo lu tion  to a r­
rive  in  the rest o f Europe and to  the in ­
creasing d ifficu lties  in  the bu ild in g  up of 
socialism  in  Russia. A lm ost in  the fo rm  
o f asides, he rem arked th a t the fa ilu re  of 
the revo lu tion  in  Germany in  1923 was due 
to the th re a t o f the Entente to  come to 
the aid o f bourgeois Germany ( ! )  and fu r ­
th e r: “ Even the sk illed  leadership o f M arx 
and Engels was not able to  hold together 
the F irs t  In te rn a tio n a l, b u ilt  on cen tra l­
ized d irec tion . Its  decomposition showed 
th a t i t  is necessary th a t the p ro le ta r ia t o f 
each coun try  w o rk  out its  own problems 
in  the strugg le  fo r  power.”
B e rlin , January 10,1930.

— S.GORDON

0

Communist Injunctions. . . .
The 3rd period according to the 6th 

W 'orld Congress, represents a c r it ic a l sta-ge
in  the class strugg le  against cap ita lism ___
grea t in d u s tr ia l strikes, increasing unem­
ploym ent, g row ing  cris is , etc. etc.

In  Canada, beginning w ith  Aug. 1, 1929, 
the shades of the T h ird  Period were more 
v is ib le  than ever before. The P a rty  had 
openly challenged the Toronto  police force 
on the issue o f freedom o f the streets, free 
speech and assembly. U n fo rtuna te ly , the 
fa ilu re  o f the P a rty  to  m obilize the masses 
had doomed the strugg le  a lm ost from  the 
beginning as to its  possible success in  fo rc ­
ing  reactionary powers in  Toron to  to  w ith ­
d raw  th e ir  ed ict m aking  the revo lu tiona ry  
m ovement sem i-illega l.

B u t in  spite o f the buoyant boasting 
and revo lu tio n a ry  cha tte r o f the P arty  
leadership the m embership and working- 
class were soon to be treated to the spec­
tacle o f a fo rm  o f the class strugg le  of 
the A. F. o f L . fakers. On Oct. 9, Jack 
McDonald, secre tary o f the C. P. o f Can­
ada, R. E. Know les, Jr., a pe tty  bourgeois 
lib e ra l and J. W. G ill, a social democrat and 
pe tty  bourgeois storekeeper f il le d  and filed  
an in ju n c tio n  against the Toronto  police 
force, fo r  try in g  to suppress the class s trug ­
gle.

B u t fo rtu n a te ly  fo r  the powers th a t be, 
the bourgeoisie rem ains as class conscious 
in  the T h ird  Period as they had been in  
the previous periods and the in ju n c tio n  was 
squashed. I t  w ould seem th a t the police 
had taught the P a rty  leadership a lesson 
in  the A  B C o f Communism bu t n o ...

A no the r three m onths were h a rd ly  to 
elapse when Rev. A. E. Sm ith, secretary 
o f the Canadian Labor Defense League and 
a P a rty  leader, was to announce to a Con­
vention o f the Labor C ircle, th a t a t last 
the break; in  the f ig h t fo r free speech had 
come. The police had p roh ib ited the F re i- 
he it S inging Society the use o f a h a ll fo r a 
concert.

An app lica tion  fo r  in ju n c tio n  was once 
more filed  against the police and again 
the courts o f cap ita lism  taugh t the pa rty  
the same lesson they had taught them  so 
short a w h ile  ago— the laws and constitu ­
tion  o f a bourgeois state, are made to serve 
the in terests o f the ca p ita lis t class. In ­
junctions, even ip  the 3rd period, s t i l l  re ­
m ain a weapon in  the hands o f the cap tita l- 
is t class to suppress the w orkers  and can- 
no be used as a substitu te  fo r  the class 
s trugg le  by the p ro le ta ria t.
Toronto, January 21, 1930 —M. Q
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On the Chinese Revolution
Trotsky’s Reply to the Letter of the Chinese Opposition Group

Dear Comrades:
On December 20 I  received your le tte r 

>£ November 15: i t  took 35 days from  Shan­
ghai to  Constantinople. F or m y re p ly  to 
reach you, a t least as m any days m ust be 
Ullowed. N oth ing can be done about i t :  
ne ither a ir  m a il no r rad io  are yet at the 
service o f the O pposition’s cause.

The most im portan t th in g  in  you r le tte r  
1b the announcement th a t you have pub lish ­
ed a p la tfo rm  of the Chinese Opposition. 
You should im m ed ia te ly  trans la te  i t  a t 
least in to  a European language. The whole 
tn te rn a tio n l Opposition m ust have the pos­
s ib ility  of know ing  th is  h ig h ly  im p orta n t 
document. I  w i l l  aw a it you r p la tfo rm  w ith  
the greatest impatience.

In  you r le tte r, you pose tw o questions 
connected w ith  the p la tfo rm : the C onstitu ­
ent Assembly and the U nited States o f 
Asia. The second question is  e n tire ly  new ; 
( m ust pu t o ff m y  rep ly  u n t il I  can devote 
a special a rt ic le  to  it .  On the question o f 
the Constituent Assembly, I  w i l l  answer in  
a few  words:

The Constituent Assembly In  China
The p o lit ic a l task o f the Chinese Com­

m un is t P a rty , weakened and d riven  in to  
ille g a lity , is to  m obilize n o t on ly  the w o rk ­
ers but also the broad social layers o f the 
c ity  and the coun try  aga inst the bourgeois- 
m ilita ry  d ic ta torsh ip . I t  is  to  th is  end th a t 
the sim plest and m ost n a tu ra l slogan under 
present conditions, the Constituent Assemb­
ly , m ust serve. A  tire less ag ita tion  m ust 
be carried  on under th is  slogan, in  co rre l­
a tion  w ith  other slogans o f the democratic 
revo lu tion : the tran s fe r o f the land to the 
poor peasants, the e igh t-hou r day, the in ­
dependence o f China, the r ig h t o f se lf-de­
te rm ina tion  fo r  the people th a t constitu te  it .

The ag ita tion  m ust be supplemented by 
a propaganda th a t w i l l  make a t least the 
most advanced sections o f the p ro le ta r ia t 
understand th a t the road lead ing to the Con­
s tituen t Assem bly can on ly  pass th rough  
the insu rre c tio n  against the m ilita ry  usurp- 
Qrc and the seizure of power by the popu­
la r  masses.

The governm ent tha t w i l l  issue from  the 
v ic to rious revo lu tion  o f the w orkers  and 
peasants can be no th ing  b u t a governm ent 
o f the dictatorship of proletariat, lead ing 
behind i t  the m a jo r ity  o f the exploited and 
oppressed people. B u t the difference m ust 
be c lea rly  understood between the general 
revolutionary perspective w h ich  we m ust 
tire less ly  develop in  a rtic les  and in  theore t­
ica l and propraganda speeches and the pre­
sent political slogan under w h ich  we can, 
beg inning today, m obilize  the masses by 
ac tu a lly  opposing them  to the regim e o f the 
m ilita ry  d ic ta torsh ip . Such a central pol­
itical slogan is the slogan o f the Constituent 
Assembly.

T h is  slogan is dealt w ith  b r ie f ly  in  the 
d ra ft o f the p la tfo rm  o f the Chinese Op­
position, d raw n up in  Constantinople by 
some Chinese and fo re ign  comrades. M y 
young fr ie n d  N., I  know , has transm itted  
th is  d ra ft to you. W ith  a ll the g rea te r 
im patience do I  aw a it you r p la tfo rm  so as 
to  be able to  judge, documents in  hand, 
i f  there are differences between you and 
comrade N. and i f  the separate existence 
o f tw o groups is ju s tif ie d . Up to the time 
th a t I  am able to  become acquainted w ith  
the facts and documents, I  am obliged to 
re fra in  from  fo rm u la tin g  any judgem ent on 
th is  im p o rta n t question.

Stalinist Impotence and Violence
You repo rt th a t the Chinese S ta lin is ts  

have fired  on an O pposition ist in  the streets 
o f Canton. M onstrous as th is  act may be, 
I  do no t consider i t  impossible. In  h is 
"Testam ent” , Len in  accused S ta lin  person­
a lly  o f having a tendency to abuse power, 
th a t is, o f violence. Since then, th is  t r a i t  
has developed m onstrously in  the apparatus 
o f the Russion Com munist P a rty  and has 
been extended to the Com m unist In te r ­
na tiona l. N a tu ra lly , the d ic ta to rsh ip  o f the 
p ro le ta r ia t is  inconceivable w ith o u t the 
use o f force, against ce rta in  pa rts  o f the 
p ro le ta r ia t its e lf as w e ll. The w orkers 
State, however, also requires th a t w orkers ’ 
democracy exercise the m ost v ig ila n t con­
tro l in  o rder to  know  who, how and in  whose 
name violence is employed. T h is  question 
presents its e lf in  an e n tire ly  d iffe ren t man­
ne r in  the bourgeois countries w here the 
revo lu tiona ry  p a rty  constitu tes o n ly  a sm all 
m in o r ity  o f the w o rk in g  class and where 
i t  is obliged to  fig h t in  o rder to  gain the 
m a jo rity . U nder such conditions, the use 
o f violence against ideological opponents— 
who are no t strike-breakers, o r provocateurs 
or fascists a ttack ing  treacherously, bu t ide­

o log ica l opponents, honest social dem ocratic 
w orkers  included— is an enormous crim e 
and madness th a t m ust in e v ita b ly  tu rn  up­
on the revo lu tio n a ry  p a rty  itse lf. In  the 
b itte r  strugg le  th a t Bolshevism  conducted 
against the N a rodn ik i and the Mensheviks 
fo r  the 15 years th a t preceded the October 
revo lu tion , there was never a question of 
em ploying methods of physica l violence. 
As fo r  in d iv id u a l te rro r, we M arx is ts  re­
jected i t  even w ith  regard to  the czaris t 
satraps. Nevertheless, in  recent tim es the 
Com m unist parties o r ra th e r th e ir apparatus 
people, have resorted more and more fre ­
quently  to  the d is rup tion  o f m eetings and 
to  o ther methods of the m echanical sup­
pression o f adversaries, no tab ly  the L e ft Op­
position. M any bureaucrats are s incere ly 
convinced th a t th is  is w hat rea l Bolshev­
ism  consists of. They avenge themselves 
on o ther p ro le ta ria n  groups fo r  th e ir  im ­
potence tow ards the c a p ita lis t state, and 
thereby trans fo rm  the bourgeois p o licy  in ­
to an a rb ite r between us.

I t  is d iff icu lt to  im agine the depravity  
engendered by th is  com bination of impotence 
and violence. The you th  becomes more 
and more accustomed to th in k in g  th a t the 
f is t  is a sure r weapon than argum ent. T ha t 
is, a p o lit ic a l cynic ism  is cu ltiva ted, w h ich  
prepares ind iv idua ls  be tter than  any th ing  
else fo r  passing over in to  the fasc is t camp. 
A n  im placable strugg le  m ust be conducted 
aga inst the b ru ta l and d is loya l methods of 
S ta lin ism , by denouncing them  in  the press 
and in  meetings, and by c u lt iv a tin g  among 
the w orkers  a hatred and contem pt fo r  a ll 
these pseudo-revo lu tion ists who, instead of 
appealing to the b ra in , take a crack a t the 
sku ll.

As fo r the Tchen D u-H siu  group, I  am 
p re tty  w e ll acquainted w ith  the po licy  i t  
fo llow ed in  the years of the revo lu tio n : i t  
was the p o licy  o f S ta liu -B ucharin -M artinov , 
th a t is, in  essence, a po licy  o f R ig h t Men- 
shevism. Comrade N. w ro te  me, however, 
th a t Tchen D u-H siu , basing h im se lf on the 
experience o f the revo lu tion , has come con­
s ide rab ly  closer to  ou r position. I t  goes 
w ith o u t saying th a t th is  can on ly  be w e l­
comed. In  you r le tte r, however, you cate­
g o ric a lly  d ispute th is  in fo rm a tio n  o f com­
rade N. You even contend th a t Tchen Du- 
H s iu  has no t separated h im se lf fro m  the 
p o licy  o f S ta lin , w h ich  presents a m ix tu re  
o f opportun ism  and adventurism . B u t here 
again, I  have up to now  read o n ly  one 
p rogram -decla ra tion  o f Tchen D u-H siu . I  
an there fore  in  no pos ition  to express m y­
se lf on th is  question.

In  other respects, I  conceive a s o lid a rity  
in  p rinc ip le  in  the Chinese question on ly  
on the basis of c lear rep lies to  the fo llo w in g  
questions:

So fa r  as the f ir s t  period o f the revo lu ­
tio n  is  concerned:

1. D id  the lead ing ro le  o f the "n a tio n a l”  
Chinese bourgeoisie fo llo w  fro m  the an ti- 
im p e ria lis t character o f the Chinese revo l­
u tio n  (S ta lin -B ucharin )?

2. Was the slogan o f  the “ b loc o f fo u r 
classes” — the b ig  bourgeoisie, the petty 
bourgeoisie, the peasantry and the p ro le ta r­
ia t  (S ta lin -B u ch a rin )— correct, even fo r  a 
s ingle instant?

3. W ere the e n try  o f the Chinese Com­
m un is t P a rty  in  to  the K uo M in  Tang and 
the adm ission o f the la tte r  in to  the Comun- 
is t  In te rn a tio n a l (reso lu tion  o f the P o lit ica l 
Bureau o f the Russian Com m unist P a rty ) 
admissible?

CHICAGO—F igures o f the I l l in o is  de­
pa rtm en t o f labo r do no t show m uch hope 
o f Hoover p rospe rity  com ing to  th is  im p o rt­
ant in d u s tr ia l state. There were a lm ost 
tw o  app lican ts fo r  every job lis ted, the ra tio  
being 181 jobseekers fo r  every 100 availab le 
jobs. A  year ago there  were o n ly  14 ap­
p licants. B o th  figures app ly to  November, 
the la tes t m onth  o ffic ia lly  available. In  
October 1929 the ra tio  was 147 applicants 
fo r  every 100 jobs.

Wages Decline
Wages are also in  a bad way, the state 

departm ent reports. P a y ro ll to ta ls  fe ll off 
4.3% in  m anu fac tu ring  though show ing 
s lig h t gains in  o ther industries, ch ie fly  de­
pa rtm en t stores and m a il o rder houses tha t 
p ro fit  by the o rg y  o f Christmas spending 
on the p a rt o f the com fortable  classes. B u t 
norm a l m anu fac tu ring  was im paired  by 
widespread shutdowns o r layoffs.

“ The volume o f unem ploym ent is  con-

4. Was i t  adm issible, in  the in terests o f 
the N o rthe rn  Campaign, to  curb  the a g ra r­
ian  revo lu tion  (te legraph ic d irectives in  the 
name c f the P o lit ic a l Bureau of the Russian 
Com m unist P a rty ) ?

5. Was i t  adm issible to  renounce the 
slogan o f Soviets, fro m  the moment th a t the 
broad m ovement o f w orkers  .and peasants 
developed, th a t is, in  1925-27 (S ta lin -B uch ­
a rin ) ?

6. Was the S ta lin is t slogan o f a “ w o rk ­
ers and peasants”  pa rty , th a t is, the old 
slogan o f the Russian N arodn ik i, acceptable 
fo r  China, even fo r an instan t?  -

So fa r as the second period is con­
cerned :

7. Was the reso lu tion  of the Com munist 
In te rn a tio n a l w h ich said th a t the crush ing 
o f the w orkers and peasants movement by 
the Kuo M in  Tang of the r ig h t and le ft  
s ign ified a “ tra n s it it io n  of the revo lu tion  to 
a h igher stage”  (S ta lin -B u ch a rin ), correct?

8. Under these conditions, was the slo­
gan o f insu rrection , issued by the Com- 
u n is t In te rn a tio n a l, correct?

9. Was the tac tic  o f g u e rilla  w arfare , 
recommened by H o-Lun  and Ye T in , and ap­
proved by the O. I „  a t the moment o f the 
p o lit ic a l ebb-tide of the w orkers  and pea­
sants, correct?

10. Was the organ iza tion  o f the Can­
ton up ris ing  by the agents o f the C. I. 
correct?

So fa r  as the past in  general is con­
cerned:

11. Was the s trugg le  o f the C. I. in  1924- 
27 aga inst the Opposition in  the Chinese 
question a strugg le  o f Len in ism  against 
T ro tsky ism  o r, on the con tra ry , a strugg le  
o f Menshevin against Bolshevism  ?

12. Was the strugg le  of the C. I.  against 
the O pposition in  1927-28 a strugg le  of B o l­
shevism against “ liq u id a tio n ism ”  or, on the 
con tra ry , a strugg le  o f adventurism  against 
Bolshevism?

So fa r  as the fu tu re  is concerned:
13. U nder the present conditions o f v ic t­

orious coun te r-revo lu tion , is the m ob iliz ­
a tion  o f the Chinese masses under demo­
cra tic  slogans, no tab ly  th a t o f the C onstitu ­
ent Assembly, necessary, as the Opposition 
believes, o r is  there  any ground fo r  being 
lim ite d  to the abstrac t propaganda o f the 
slogan o f Soviets, as the C. I. has decided?

14. Has the slogan o f the “ w orkers and 
peasants democratic d ic ta to rsh ip ”  s t i l l  a re­
vo lu tio n a ry  content, as the C. I. th inks, o r 
is i t  necessary on the con tra ry  to  sweep 
away th is  masked fo rm u la  o f the Kuo M in  
Tang and to exp la in  tha t the v ic to ry  o f the 
a lliance  of the w orkers  and peasants can 
on ly  end in  China in  the d ic ta to rsh ip  of 
the p ro le ta ria t?

15. Is  the theory o f socialism  in  one 
coun try  applicable to China, or, on the con­
tra ry , can the Chinese revo lu tio n  tr ium p h  
and accom plish its  tasks to the very end 
on ly  as a chain o f the w o rld  revo lu tion?

These are, in  m y op in ion, the p rinc ip le  
questions to  w h ich  the p la tfo rm  o f the C hin­
ese Opposition m ust necessarily  give a re ­
p ly . These questions have a g rea t im p o rt­
ance fo r  the whole In te rn a tio n a l. The 
epoch o f reaction  th a t China is now pass­
in g  thro,... m ust become, as i t  has always 
been in  histeny, an epoch o f theore tica l pre­
occupation. W hat characterizes the young 
Chinese revo lu tion is ts  a t the present tim e 
is the passion to  understand, to  study, to 
embrace the question in  its  e n tire ty . The 
idealess bureaucracy, the Chinese vanguard 
o f the p ro le ta r ia t w i l l  produce fro m  its  
ranks a pleiade o f notab le  M arx is ts  who 
w il l  render service to the whole In te r-  
na tion l.

W ith  Opposition greetings,
L . D. TROTSKY

P rink ipo , December 22, 1929

siderable,”  the departm ent asserts on the 
basis o f its  free  em ploym ent service. Corn- 
husk ing  m achinery caused an unusua lly  
l ig h t  demand fo r  fa rm  labo r d u rin g  the 
m onth. W ith  road w o rk  also s lacker the 
departm ent says th a t “ a la rge  volume of 
common labo r is id le , p resenting a serious 
unemploym ent problem  in  p ra c tic a lly  every 
la rge c ity  o f the state.”

The average w eekly earnings o f male 
w orkers in  a l l  I l l in o is  indus tries  were $32.21 
in  November. Females earned $18.94 a week 
on the average. In  m anu fac tu ring  the aver­
age was over a d o lla r low er, be ing $31.14 
fo r  males and $17.08 fo r  female workers.

I f  a man were employed 50 weeks a year 
in  I l l in o is  th is  w ou ld  g ive h im  $1,610.50 a t 
the average rate , w h ich  is fa r  below even 
the governm ent's m in im um  decency stan­
dard as worked ou t by the U. S. bureau of 
labo r sta tistics.

Mummery in Labor 
Unions

V ery few  w orkers are conscious o f the 
destructive  in fluence  o f secret and r itu a l­
is tic  w o rk  in  th e ir  un ion  meetings. The 
a lta r, w ith  its  open b ib le  in  the center of 
the lodge room, the chapla in w ith  his read­
in g  o f the p rayer at the opening and clos­
ing, the ju g g lin g  of pass words, signs and 
counter-signs, creates a s tif lin g  and depres­
sing atmosphere of solemn m um m ery in  
w o rke rs ’ meetings. Th is  is especia lly true  
in  the d iv is ion  and lodge rooms o f the 
R ailroad  Brotherhoods, where r itu a lis tic  
m um m ery is practiced under the influence 
and support o f the o ffic ia l bureaucrats who 
figure  tha t i t  is a harm less way to spend 
th e ir  tim e when together. The offic ia ls 
know th a t as long as they can induce and 
compel the w orkers to  practice  these use­
less cermonies at th e ir  meetings, i t  w il l  
n a tu ra lly  help to keep th e ir  m inds and 
a tten tion  away from  more serious and im ­
p o rta n t problem s, such as organ ization, 
am algam ation, labo r p a rty  instead of labo r 
lobby, repeal o f gag laws and low e ring  of 
o ffic ia l salaries, etc.

Bosses are W iser

W hat w ould  be thought o f corporation 
o ffic ia ls  i f  they w ould open th e ir  meetings 
w ith  a lta r, prayer, r itu a l,  pass word, grips, 
signs and coun te rs igns as the w orkers do 
in  the R ailroad  Brotherhoods and many 
o ther labor organizations? I t  would be 
thought tha t they were crazy, w ou ldn 't it?

Our useless and overpaid c ra ft o ffic ia ls 
are also anxious to keep so many gag laws 
in  ou r labor constitu tions as they can, so 
as to s tifle  every im pulse tow ards change 
th a t may place th e ir  fa t meal ticke t in  
jeopardy. Section 84, i  age 73, o f the con­
s titu tio n  o f the Brotherhood of Locomotive 
Engineers is a ty p ic a l example of the k ind  
o f gag laws th a t are- oonsidered mo3t prec­
ious by the labor fakers. Th is  law  forb ids 
every member and local un ion in  the B. of 
L . E, from  p r in tin g  anyth ing  concerning the 
Brotherhood o r its  leadership. T h in k  of 
such ignorance enforced on the w orkers. 
I t  is th is  gag law w h ich  now protects the 
B. o f L. E. o ffic ia ls from  the w ra th  o f the 
membership. I t  is section 84 th a t protects 
the offic ia ls in  th e ir  game of robb ing the 
membership by levy ing  five d o lla r m onth ly  
assessements on the members w ith o u t being 
compelled to render a de fin ite  account of 
the proceeds.

Lengthy ob ligations, incorpora ted  in  
the r itu a ls , adm inistered to app lica tions fo r  
membership, also conta in  a lo t o f gag rules 
which are p ra c tic a lly  hidden from  the 
rank and file.

H il i ta n t  Tw ice Expelled

The w r ite r  of th is  a rtic le  has on two 
d iffe ren t occasions £een these gag laws in  
p rac tc ia l operation by the B. of L . E. b u r­
eaucrats and th e ir  henchmen in  the ranks. 
In  1919, Grand Chief W arren  S. Stone used 
Section 84 in  o rdering  me expelled from  
D iv is ion  369 of the B. o f L . E. becaused I 
published tw o a rtic les  on am algam ation 
w hich he refused to pub lish  in  the B. of 
L . E. Jou rna l. Ten years la te r, in  1929, I  
was again expelled by Stone’.s successor in  
office, A lvan ley  Johnston, aided by his tools 
in  D iv is ion  369, fo r  spreading lite ra tu re  
po in ting  out the in ju s tice  of the five do lla r 
special assessment w ith o u t the ren d itio n  of 
a defin ite account to  the m embership as to 
where the proceeds of th is  special assess­
m ent are going and w hy we are paying it. 
T h is  tim e the ob liga tion  was brought in to  
p lay as I  had no t vio la ted Section 84. The 
ob liga tion  not on ly  fo rb ids  the p r in tin g  of 
lite ra tu re  b u t also forb ids the g iv ing  out of 
lite ra tu re  p e rta in ing  to the Brotherhood. 
Thus, gag ru le  in  the B. o f L. E. is com­
plete.

A  system atic and organized fig h t must 
be ca rried  on by the m ilita n t section of 
the labo r movement aga inst these gag laws 
Raise these questions a t you r local and 
union meetings and a t conventions. Send 
in  amendments to  the Cbnstitu tion ca lling  
fo r  the repeal o f gag law s lik e  Section 84 
and the abo litio n  o f ob liga tions and secret 
w ork. Obligations and gag law s are always 
used by useless and crooked offic ia ls to 
p ro tect themselves against the in te lligence  
o f the masses w h ile  in  office. They never 
operate aga inst the o ffic ia l bureaucrats. 
The B. o f L . E. s itua tion  shows th is  p la in ly

Obligations, gag law s and secret m um ­
meries belong in  the garbage can, not in 
w orkers meetings.

—G. R. lIEDLUNr>

Hoover Prosperity Invisible in State of Illinois
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YOUNG VANGUARD
-  -  A  Section Devoted to Problems of tbe W orking Class Youth -  -

The Last Plenary Session of the Y. C. I.
Note: The au thor o f th is  a rtic le  is 

a member o f the Young Communist 
League in  New Y ork , whose name can­
no t of course be revealed. A t the tim e 
o f ou r expulsion from  the P arty , he 
voted w ith  the m a jo r ity  o f the P arty  
and League. Recently, he has w r itte n  
to us a fte r a thorough study o f the 
question, he has decided to support the 
Com m unist L e a g u e  ( O p pos ition ) 
w o rk in g  as much as possible inside 
the Y. C. L. and P a rty  fo r  ou r v iew ­
po in t. The course o f comrade R. is on ly  
a sign o f a steady m ovement inside 
the o ffic ia l P a rty  in  ou r d irec tion .—Ed.

A  m ost rem arkab le  document, ind ica ­
tiv e  o f the trend  o f development in  the 
Com m unist movement, and there fore  de­
serv ing  o f the close study o f every sincere 
Com munist, is the theses adopted a t the 
la s t enlarged P lenum  o f the Young Com­
m un is t In te rn a tio n a l (D a ily  W orker, 1-14 
and 15-30), I f  the members o f the Y. C. L. 
w ou ld  give some deep though t to  
these theses m any o f them  w ould 
see in  the depths o f the Com munist 
stream  much th a t they fa il to  see on the 
surface. I t  w ou ld  enable them  to  begin 
the process o f b reak ing  th rough  the th ic k  
she ll o f deception in  w h ich  they have been 
steadily  encased. They m igh t then observe 
in  the face o f the P arty , lines and features 
o f a strange and pecu lia r na tu re— lines 
th a t run  crooked, features th a t reveal sharp 
d is to rtions.

The theses speak of " the  unsa tis fac to ry  
s itu a tio n  in  the sectons o f the Y. C. I. 
w h ich  in  some countries takes on a fo rm  of 
a c ris is ” . The theses state th a t " the re  was 
to be observed d u rin g  the past year an ex­
ceedingly dangerous lagg ing  behind in  the 
tempo o f w o rk  o f the Y. C. I.  compared 
w ith  the general tempo o f revo lu tiona ry  
developm ent” . We are in fo rm ed th a t there 
has been an average decrease of 20% in  the 
num ber o f members and fac to ry  nucle i in  
m ost countries and an even sharper de­
crease in  some countries ("serious p o lit ­
ic a l and o rgan iza tiona l c r is is ”  in  Czecho­
s lovak ia , England, Norway, A u s tr ia ). We 
are made to understand th a t the decisions 
o f the F if th  Congress o f the Y. C. I .  have 
suffered the fate o f m ere ly  rem a in ing  de­
cisions.
The Cause For The Situationls —  The 

Situation
W hat is the cause of th is  deplorable 

s itua tion?  "The  m ain  reason fo r  the unsat­
is fa c to ry  s itua tion  in  the Y. C. I.  should be 
sought in  the sectarian iso la tion  and separ­
a tion  from  the basic mass o f the w o rk in g  
class you th  w h ich  dominates in  the organ­
iza tions o f the Y. C. I . ”  Can th is  be the 
reason? I t  m ust be p la in  to  every in te l l i­
gent Com m unist th a t w ha t is stated here 
as a reason is no reason a t a ll, bu t on ly  the 
consequence o f a w rong  line . They have 
substitu ted the resu lts  o f an u ltra -L e ftis t  
p o licy  fo r  the cause. T h is  is  s tanding 
m atte rs  on th e ir  head. W hy don’t  they ex­
p la in  the reason w h ich  has led to th is  sec­
ta ria n  iso la tion , and no t te ll us th a t there 
is  an unsa tis fac to ry  s itu a tio n  and the reason 
fo r  th is  Is sectarian iso la tion?

The whole s itua tion  as described in  the 
theses m ust lead every Com m unist to  ser­
ious thought. And a series o f questions 
m ust loom  up in  h is m ind:

show such a s te r il ity  th a t they cannot 
create the forces to conquer th e ir  shortcom ­
ings and assure th e ir  grow th?

W hat k ind  o f a s itua tion  have we reached 
when leaders o f the Leagues m ust be th re a t­
ened like  tw o-year olds to  c a rry  out th e ir  
Com m unist duties? "The  enlarged Plenum 
of the E. C. makes i t  m andatory fo r  a ll 
Leagues to create in  the im m ediate fu tu re  
s trong , w o rk in g  fa c to ry  nucle i in  the large 
enterprises em ploying many young workers. 
The fa ilu re  to  ca rry  th is  out m ust b ring  
w ith  i t  a change in  the com position o f the 
lead ing organs of the League” . Does th is  
n o t resemble the last, stra ined  efforts of 
people who feel helpless before a hopeless 
s itua tion?  And should th is  not pu t a spur 
to  every Com m unist to  s ta rt th in k in g  ser­
iously , and to stop shouting in  chorus: 
‘T ro ts k y is t  renegrades” ?

Confusion on B ig h t and L e ft Danger 
The theses speak o f the R ig h t danger. 

Then they go on to say: “ A long  w ith  th is  
danger there is also the socalled ‘L e ft 
danger’, nam ely: a tendency tow ards pe tty  
bourgeois rad ica lism  lead ing to the d ivorce­
m ent o f the leadership fro m  the masses 
and the mass organ izations, its  tran s fo rm ­
a tion  in to  na rro w  groups o f "L e f t ”  phrase­
mongers.”  Then i t  goes on to say th a t th is  

danger is e ithe i no t seen o r  undestimated, 
" th a t they do n o t w ant to  o r are unable to  
c a rry  on the s trugg le  ag inst i t ” . W hy is 
th is  so? W hy cannot the L e ft ’ danger be 
seen and fough t against? The answer is : 
fo r  the same reason th a t Lovestone saw the 
R ig h t danger in  “ T ro tsky ism ” . He h im ­
se lf was the most typ ica l and consistent 
representative o f the R ig h t danger in  A m er­
ica. The enlarged P lenum  looks in to  the

m ir ro r  and cannot see who is reflected 
there.

M any comrades w il l  see in  the theses the 
v ir tu e  o f fearless se lf-c ritic ism . B u t th is  
in  its e lf can lead us nowhere. S e lf-c ritic ­
ism which is not subordinated to Len in is t 
p o lit ic a l analysis is meaningless. I t  would 
be lik e  the doctor who has the “ courage”  
to  in fo rm  you th a t you are su ffe ring  from  
a curable disease w ith o u t te llin g  you how 
to take measures to remedy it. The theses 
have the "courage”  to  in fo rm  us o f an un­
sa tis fac to ry  conditon in  the Y. C. I., bu t 
they can give no p o lit ic a l analysis fo r  the 
basis of th is  s itua tion, and can on ly  propose 
a r t if ic a l measures fo r  the e lim ina tion  of 
th is  s ituation.

W hat stage o f p o lit ic a l para lys is  and 
stagnation has been reached in  the Y. C.I. 
can be c le a rly  seen from  the methods by 
w h ich  the leaders hope to uncover the cause 
o f the cris is. They are going to  make an 
investiga tion  in  the Czecho-Slovakian, B r i t ­
ish, Norwegian and A u s tria n  Leagues! 
Doesn’t  th is  show complete p o lit ic a l im ­
potence? Not to  be able to  analyze the po l­
it ic a l fac to rs  w h ich  are the cause o f the 
unsa tis fac to ry  s itua tion  bu t to  make an in ­
vestiga tion  as i f  t ry in g  to detect some tech­
n ica l ir re g u la r ity !  Yes, they have a rrived  
a t a b lin d  a lley, and do no t know  how to 
retrace th e ir  steps. The seeds o f the s trug ­
gle aga inst "T ro ts k y is m ”  have ripened in ­
to  a pern ic ious p lant.

I t  is p la in . The poisonous opportun is t 
course o f the las t s ix years could resu lt 
in  no th ing  b u t p o lit ic a l dem oralization. The 
road o f bureacacy, fo rg e ry  and fa ls ifica tio n , 
m ockery o f se lf-c ritic ism , e lim ina tion  o f 
in n e r-p a rty  democracy, expulsion and exile 
o f the L e n in is t vanguard could lead on ly  to  
confusion, bankrup tcy  and d is in tegeration. 
No num ber o f revo lu tio n a ry  phrases about 
the brave young Communists can help. 
The brave young Com munists can fin d  a 
so lu tion  o n ly  beneath the banner o f the 
B o lshevik-Len in is ts . A long  th is  path they 
w i l l  f in d  th e ir  way, even i f  a t the present 
m oment its  d irec tion  is n o t ye t c lear to  
them. The course o f events is bound to 
illu m in a te  the road. — R.

I t  is now one year since the f ir s t  group 
o f young Com m unist League Members in  
Canada challenged the a rb itra ry  methods 
o f fo rc in g  decisions down the th roa ts  of the 
membership. Since th a t tim e the leader­
ship fo llo w in g  out w ith  serv ile  obedience 
ins truc tions  from  the Young Com m unist In ­
te rna tiona l, have plunged the league from  
one c ris is  in to  another t i l l  today the Canad­
ian League is lig h tin g  fo r  its  ve ry  existence. 
The Y. C. L. m em bership continues to 
s h r in k ; its  influence wanes w ith  dangerous 
ra p id ity ; the Young W orker as a b i-w eek ly  
comes out a t ra re r in te rva ls  than  when i t  
was supposed to be published once a m onth. 
I t  is tim e  the members o f the Y. C. L. be­
gan seriously  considering the reasons fo r 
the fa ilu re  and degeneration o f the League 
in  Canada and also the Young Com munist 
In te rn a tio n a l.

R esponsib ilities W ith  Y . C. I .
B as ica lly  responsible fo r  th is  cond ition, 

o f course has been the fa ilu re  o f the lead­
ership o f the Young Com m unist In te rn a tio n ­
a l and the Com intern on an in te rn a tio n a l 
scale w h ich  underm ined the revo lu tio n a ry  
movement th roughou t the w orld , and con­
tr ibu te d  to  the rev iva l and g row th  o f the 
soc ia lis t Reform ism . U n til the f irs t  f ig h t 
inside the Y. C. L. about s ix  m onths pre ­
vious' tc ou r expulsion, a m ore homogene­
ous o rgan iza tion  could have h a rd ly  been 
im agined o r found in  the Y. C. I. The p ro ­
gress o f the League was good. We were 
able to  strengthen the N ationa l Executive,

H ow  does i t  happen th a t the sections o f o rganize spo rt u n its  and fo rm  a N ationa l
the Y.C.I. reveal such a stubborn in a b ility  W orkers Sports Association, increase the
to  adapt themselves to  the "genera l tempo membership, and take on m ore a c tiv ity  in
o f revo lu tiona ry  developm ent” ? W hy is i t  ^ e  trade unions and on the c u ltu ra l fie ld,
th a t the sections are lagg ing  behind, con j n  Spite  o f these redeem ing features,
tinue  to  lag behind a.nd s t ag • t j j e ideological level o f the membership re-
H ow  does i t  come th a t th is  la g s1 S m ained ve ry  low . F actiona l figh ts  were
has become such a un ive rsa l p en • p ra c tic a lly  unknow n, and so fa r  as p o lit ic a l
Does th is  n o t lead one to  be ieve differences there  h a rd ly  seemed to  be any.
roots reach deeper than  is appare ^  The expulsion o f comrade Spector on the
eye? Is  there  n o t reason to issue o f "T ro tsky ism ”  came lik e  a bo lt from
the cause of th is  c ris is  is n  y  the blue. The opposition squabbles o f the
there is no w il l ,  no de e rm i ^  1 . .. . Am erican P a rty  had been a lw ays regard-
p a rt o f the Leagues to  acc P . - ed w ith  disdain and cynicism . The figh t
tasks in. accordance w ith  the inside the Com intern, the Anglo-Russian
the s itua tion, b u t th a t * ere f  .. Committee, the Chinese R evo lu tion, the d if-
p o lit ic a lly  unsound a t the ferences inside the Russian P arty , d idn ’t
s truc tu re?  The theses te .tusr._ .no,Y? i t  d ire c tly  bother anybody and were never dis-
behind. B u t w ha t does i t  p ropose.^ «  cusge(L

The issue inside the Y. C. L. had arisen
says: we m ust no t la g  behind. It; te lls  

.  fbni. fVip s itua tion  is unsa tis facto ry. AViiat
I t  L d o n e ’  M ore o f th is  k in d  o f w o rk  from  the insistence o f the T oron to  memb 

r d  niore o f th a t k in d  o f w o rk  m ust be ersh ip  to  c r it ic ise  the N. E. C., and, w h ile  
and more j t  j e(j  ^  t h e expulsion o f 77 active members,
done!

How does i t  happen th a t the Y . C. L.s had been confined so le ly to  Toronto. There

had been no p o lit ic a l p rin c ip le  at stake. 
The ideological re ign  o f te rro r  and provoc­
ations to w h ich  the expelled were treated, 
had, un fo rtuna te ly , been a lesson on ly  to 
the Toronto  membership.

The Hypocricy of the Stalinists
In  the na rro w  development o f the Can­

adian League, i t  is not a t a ll su rp ris in g  tha t 
the leadership was so easily able to  force 
the bogeyman of “ T ro tsky ism ”  down the 
th roa ts  o f the membership. Instead o f t r y ­
in g  to  raise the p o lit ic a l consciousness o f 
the ra n k  and file , who were c ry in g  fo r  dis­
cussion, the leadership demanded under 
th re a t o f expulsion m ach ine-like  obedience. 
Those who protested were expelled. The 
leadership, p lay ing  on the ignorance o f the 
League was able to  defeat and deaden the 
fig h tin g  s p ir it  o f the membership. F o r the 
Sm iths and the Bucks to come out now and 
blame the League and P a rty  ran k  and f i le  
fo r  pass iv ity  and disinterestedness in  the 
fa te  o f movement is sheer hypocricy. They 
themselves are responsible. The League 
and P a rty  membership repeatedly demand­
ed discussion on the issues th a t were s p lit­
t in g  the w o rld  Com m unist movement.

The cu ttin g  o ff o f the O pposition has not 
strengthened the Y. C. L., as the leader­
ship prom ised i t  w ould. On the co n tra ry  i t  
has dra ined and continues to d ra in  blood. 
I t  has opened up the organ iza tion  to the 
a ttack o f Police Chief D raper, w h ich  has 
ended in  a m iserable fiasco fo r  the League 
and P arty . Today the P a rty  is no t even 
able to  organize an e lection campaign In  
Toronto, un its  don’t  meet, complete de­
m ora liza tion  exists. The League has false 
po lic ies due to the w rong estim ation o f the 
w o rld  s itua tion. The W orkers Sports o f 
Canada has been com p le tly  wrecked due to 
the rid icu lo us  irresponsib le  tactics.

In  the trade  unions the in fluence o f  
the Y. C. L. has com ple tly  disappeared be­
cause o f the adventurous Le ftism  o f the 
leadership. The S oc ia lis t Y ou th  O rgan­
izations, w h ich  had repeatedly m et w ith  
fa ilu re  in  t r y in w to organize the youth, has 
since ou r expulsion been successful in  fo rm ­
in g  an A rb e ite r R in g  C lub and a N ationa l 
W orkers A lliance . In  the Palestine a ffa ir, 
many fo rm e r League sym pathizers marched 
together w ith  the Z ion is ts  and are today 
com ing m ore under th e ir  in fluence. The 
m ain  a c tiv ity  o f the once lead ing Toron to  
League has been reduced to m on th ly  social 
gatherings.

The answer to  the question o f what now 
is to  be done is there fore  more than u r-

The Curse of Mining 
Accidents

T A Y LO R V ILLE , 111.— Since the s tr lk#  
o f December 9, a fte r the underground wage 
slaves had been d riven  back to w o rk  by the 
united and unscrupulous forces o f the 
F a rrin g to n -F ish w ick  gang, the Peabody 
Coal Co. officia ls, the t in  soldiers o f Gov­
e rno r Emmerson, the sheriffs and gunmen 
and the whole of the ye llow  press, tw o 
deaths by e lectrocution in  the mines, sever­
a l semi-serious and a lm ost fa ta l acidenta 
in  w h ich  m iners had th e ir  sp ina l columns 
frac tu red, have occurred.

Speed-up Causes Accidents
L e t us see w ha t is the cause o f a ll 

th is  s laughter o f the m iners underground. 
The answer th a t any experienced m iner 
w i l l  give is : the speed-up system, the a rro ­
gan t hand ling  o f the men by the in fe rna l 
o ffic ia ls  and th e ir  licksp ittle s  o f the Pea­
body system, in  con junction  w ith  the F ish- 
w ick-H ayw ood offic ia ls o f the company con­
tro lle d  union, the U nited M ine W orkers.

The un ion double-crossers and the 
Peabody Simon Legrees know th a t thou ­
sands o f m iners are tram p ing  the streets 
in  search o f w ork , and th a t those a t work, 
who get o n ly  a scanty wage, fea r to  open 
th e ir  m outh to  p ro test against the inhuman 
and b ru ta l conditions and handling  o f the 
m iners, fo r  th a t w ould  mean the loss of 
th e ir  jobs w h ich  in equ iva lent to  a death 
sentence to  m any o f them, as w e ll as fo r 
th e ir  w ives and ch ild ren . I f  i t  is not 
d ire c t death i t  is a t least a slow death by 
sta rva tion , since the ja ils  and poorhouse# 
are a lready overcrowded.

Now le t us see the add itiona l cause# 
fo r  accidents. In  m y experience, I  have 
come in  contact w ith  men who have passed 
th e ir  exam ination before the Board o f the 
State o f I ll in o is , appointed by the Governor 
th a t d id n o t know  the rud im ents o f th ird  
grade a rithm e tic . Some o f them  had no or 
l i t t le  p ra c tica l experience in  the mines. 
B u t they had a p u ll w ith  the bosses who 
know  th a t th is  i lk  o f num bsku lls  make 
good slave d rivers . They genera lly  pass 
the exam ination (we have some th a t can’t 
even read o r w r ite )  and then are turned 
loose to look a fte r the m iners ’ safety. Such 
v io la tio n  o f even the state m in in g  laws 
and m isconduct o f coal company officials 
is  general and ram pant a ll over the Pea­
body system.

IT .  M. W . Officials Delingucnt
The offc ia ls o f the U. M. W. genera lly 

stand id ly  by and apparen tly  don’t  care 
how m any v io la tions  o f the m in ing  law s the 
coal companies com m it, o r how many 
deaths and accidents occur. They on ly  
watch the check-off system. So long as 
they can d raw  th e ir  fa t salaries and hug 
and squeeze the fa t lady, M iss Cellaneous 
Expenses, they are deaf and dumb to any­
th in g  p e rta in ing  to the w e lfa re  o f the hands 
th a t feed them.

The N ationa l M iners U nion intends 
and strives to do away w ith  th is  disgrace­
fu l and deplorable condition. B u t i t  has a 
tremendous fro n t a ligned against it ,  ru n ­
n in g  fro m  the officia ldom  o f the old un ion 
to  the state soldiers.

So the m iners continue to be plucked 
and degraded w ith  the aid of the inv is ib le  
whips, H unger and Starvation. The m iners  
m ust wake up to the fa c t th a t the U.M.W.A. 
o ffic ia ls  on ly  w a n t th e ir  dues and assess­
m ents to  spend, as they are doing now, 
fo r  cou rt proceedings where they fig h t fo r 
the rem nants o f the lo o t th a t rem ains in  
the U. M. W . The U. M. W . treasu ry  is 
v ir tu a lly  depleted, even the sick and death 
benefit fund  is a lm ost gone. The m iners 
have no th ing  le f t  to  lose now, except bad 
m in ing  conditions, bu t they have a new 
w o rld  to  gain. A  un ited ba ttle  by them, 
w ith  the s p ir it  o f the old days of 1894 to  
1898, when i t  was necessary to  organize 
m iners secretly, w i l l  w in  the m iners th e ir  
v ic to ry .

— F R IT Z  BODE, Sr.

gent. I t  is no t ye t too la te  to save theY.C.L. 
i f  the ra n k  and f i le  begin im m ediate a g it­
a tion  fo r—

1. R einstatem ent o f a l l  the expelled w ith  
fu l l  r ig h ts  and positions held p r io r  to  the 
expulsion.

2. D own the a rb itra ry  methods o f the 
suppression o f league discussion.

3. The fu l l  d iscussion o f the p la tfo rm  
o f the Russian Opposition.

M  Q UARTER

The Disruption of the Canadian Youth League
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The New Industrial Unions
The Mass Organizations of the W orkers or Narrow Party Sects?

By Arne Swabeck

Tlie new industrial unions organized 
under Communist Party leadership, have in 
the short period o their existence in 
several instances succeeded in inspiring 
workers to militancy; they have thrown 
fear into the hearts of the exploiters. But 
they also have shown serious failures 
caused by basically wrong policies..

The efforts to organize new unions in 
the unorganized industries remain as neces­
sary and as correct as ever. But since the 
new line of the “third period” these efforts 
have become caricatures of what they should 
be, mainly through the basically wrong 
conception of “revolutionary unions”, from  
which so many other mistakes flow. I f  this 
were merely a m atter of grandiloquent 
phraseology with which this period is en­
riching" itself, it  might possibly be ig­
nored. But unfortunately it  has become an 
actual conception. The results of 
this can only be that the splendid oppor­
tunities available for organization become 
entirely neglected; the working masses, 
growing more ready for struggle, become 
alienated from these unions and the unions 
themselves w ill come to occupy a position 
of narrow sects, isolating the Left wing 
from the working masses.

Revolutionizing the Unions
Unions become revolutionary in revo­

lutionary periods, and in  general, when, 
having a mass basis, they reflect the degree 
of development of the workers. When separ­
ated in exclusive crafts of skill trades they 
naturally lag behind this development; but 
even the most backward ones can in  such 
periods be pushed forward, though they usu­
ally remain several steps behind the working  
class. I t  is the duty of Communists to help 
and to guide this process of revolutionizing 
the unions. I t  w ill certainly require the 
most persistent, devoted activities and 
struggle of the revolutionists to organize 
new unions in the unorganized industries, 
but the false conception of “revolutionary 
unions” in the United States at the present 
degree of development of the working class, 
when even a revolutionary party does not 
yet exist as a mass factor, if  continued, com­
pletely annihilates the necessary mass basis 
of the unions. This is what is happening 
now, made yet worse by extremely adven­
turist, Leftist enterprises, manoeuvering 
without any regard for responsibility to the 
working class.

As a natural consequence of this essen­
tially  wrong conception, the Party appears 
in the role of exercising complete mechan­
ical control over these unions. I t  prevents 
the development of a leadership coming from  
out of the ranks of the workers— a leader­
ship which could stand on its own feet and 
gain the confidence, of the membership. 
Selection of leadership thus becomes arbit­
rary, based exclusively upon the prerequis­
ite of ability merely to accept orders and 
such leaders usually have the least exper­
ience. independent views, in  general con­
form ity w ith the Left wing program of the 
unions, are not even tolerated. Communists 
and Left wingers who disagree w ith  Party  
bureaucrats are arb itrarily  removed from  
Office and barred from participation in the 
ivork. These digressions are quite inevitable 
when mechanical control becomes substi­
tuted for the correct method of establishing 
Communist influence. Mechanical control 
has nothing in common with Communist 
leadership and the results cannot be without 
effect upon the union membership who see 
in  it  only a repitition of the A. F . of L. 
bureaucracy. I t  destroys the confidence of 
the workers in the unions, narrows its lead­
ership basis and separates the Party ever 
more from  many valuable experienced ele­
ments. This in turn becomes one of the 
important reasons for many mistakes in
policy. _  ,
The Third C. I .  Congress on Trade Unions 

The correct relationship of the Commun­
ist Party toward the unions could not be 
more explicitly stated than in the theses 
of the Third Congress of the Communist 
international, then still under the leadership 
of comrades Lenin and Trotsky:

«To increase the union of the Party 
with the masses means above a ll a closer 
alliance with the workers’ organizations. 
The task does not at all consist in mech­
anically and outwardly subjecting the 
unions to the Party and thereby denying 
them the autonomy required by the very 
nature of their work, but In the revolution- 
ary, Communist elements within the unions

giving them that direction which answers 
the general interests of the proletariat in 
its struggle for the conquest of power.”
(Emphasis in original.)

And further, under the heading “The 
Tasks of Our Parties” :

“The real test of the strength of every 
Communist Party is the actual influence it  
has on the workers in the labor unions. 
The Party must learn hoW to influence the 
unions without attempting to keep them in 
leading strings. Only the Communist frac­
tion of the union is subject to the control of 
the party, not the labor union has a whole. 
I f  the Communist fractions persevere, if  
the ir activity is devoted and intelligent, the 
party w ill reach a position where its advice 
w ill be accepted gladly and readily by the 
unions.”

The establishment of the “revolutionary 
trade union center”, the T. U  . U. L. could 
have become an important factor in 
strengthening Left wing influence. The or­
ganization of a center for Left wing activity  
and groups is not only correct but a pressing 
necessity. Its  basic conception, however 
leads it  in the opposite direction. The 
conception of a center in the sense of a 
new federation at the present time, natur­
a lly  means a head on clash w ith  the old 
unions for the control of the
workers, coming long before the Left wing  
has succeeded in establishing and extend­
ing its influence.

New Unions Everywhere?
From  that follows competition for 

building of unions a ll along the line also 
in organized or partly organized industries. 
The fight of the Left' wing becomes one 
not against the reactionary leadership of 
the existing unions but against the unions 
as such, and certainly it  can appear in no 
other way to the workers. Where some 
Left wing elements are s till w ithin the old 
unions they split off— as the whole policy 
is a split policy— and completely w ith ­
draw a ll Left wing activities from the 
A. F . of L. and kindred unions. I t  is a 
split policy, not applied when it  is neces- 
ltated by developments, but resulting in the 
"revolutionary center” getting the small 
fraction outside isolated from the mass 
section of organized workers while the re­
actionary bureaucrats, who are an integral 
part of the capitalist structure are enabled 
to solidify the ir influence over these 
masses.

One of the most recent examples of 
this development is the creation of a 
couple of small unions in New York with  
big pretensions to an industrial form and 
affiliated to the T . U. U. L„ appearing as 
split off sections: the new Subway W ork­
ers Union and the new Building Service 
Union. Their course w ill be one of so 
many of its small split-off predecessors. 
They w ill lead a sectarian existence until 
they disappear, unless they grow sufficient­
ly  conservative to again become part of 
the organizations from which they split. 
In  industries where the existing unions are 
more firm ly established the result w ill just 
be much more fatal because such policy 
has nothing in common w ith  the conquest 
of the m ajority of the working class by the 
Commmunists.

Of the new industrial unions none has 
escaped suffering under these wrong con­
ceptions and wrong policies. The Needle 
Trades Workers Industrial Union is but a 
fraction of the once powerful Left wing 
Influence among these workers. The Nat­
ional Textile Workers union is now facing 
a decline in the South despite the favor­
able objective conditions. In  both instances 
may be noted the failures of the Left—  
which means the Commuilist Party—to at­
tempt to develop united front actions with 
the workers in A. F . of L. unions. I t  
might be objected that reactionaries oppose 
it, that they betray the workers or lead 
them in fake strikes, etc. These are not 
valid objections. The workers in both in ­
dustries suffer intolerable conditions, they 
have been engaged in  struggles which 
would give the Left wing the opportunity 
through efforts for united action to broaden 
their contact w ith  the masses, better expose 
the betrayers, turn  the demands of the 
struggles into more genuine accord with  
the interests of the workers and give them 
more political and revolutionary content. 
The growth of the National Miners Union 
has certainly suffered from the mechan­
ical manoeuvers. The recent experience of

wrong policies preceding and during the 
Illinois strike is already making its effects 
fe lt more deeply.

Every mistake made strengthens the 
position of the A. F. of L. bureaucracy. 
But these mistakes are typical of the Cen­
tris t leadership as directed throughout the 
International by the Stalin regime. They 
zig-zag from Right to Left, from unity with  
the betrayers of the British general strike 
to extreme leftists chatterings, which in 
reality isolate and weaken the Left wing  
in the labor movement. I t  should be re­
membered that at the time we introduced 
the correct conception in to the Communist 
Party of organizing the unorganized indus­
tries, Foster joined w ith  the Lovestone 
group in opposition. Ever since then the 
Centrist Party leadership has been feeding 
and strengthening the Right wing Love- 
stone group by giving it  apparent justifica­
tion for much of their criticism.

The Responsibility of the Right Wing  
The Right wing in turn carries heavy 

responsibility for the present Leftist rant- 
ings and irresponsible mechanical mano­
euvering w ith  workers interests. When in 
control of the Party, it  proved itself master 
of such manoeuvering. I t  consistently op­
posed the conception of organization of the 
unorganized into new unions. Now it  is 
trying to take up our criticisms as a cover 
for the introduction of its own tendency 
toward social reformism into the labor 
movement.

The present epoch is the epoch of capit­
alist decay and proletarian revolution. I t  
is now further accentuated by the present 
advancing industrial depression. I f  it 
teaches Communists anything in winning  
through the unions an influence over the 
m ajority of the working class, it  teaches 
that the new industrial unions must have 
a mass basis and that the policies must be 
shaped so as to accomplish this. One 
necessary part of this is the correct co­
ordination of the Left wing within the 
unions w ith  the Left wing and opposition 
movements within the A. F. of L. There 
can be no disputing the necessity 
of taking up in  earnest the work of build­
ing a revolutionary ideology and under­
standing w ithin the existing mass organiza­
tions and giving it  organized expression. 
We must also accept the duty of organizing 
workers into these mass organizations 
where they exist and stop the senseless 
split off of small sections.

The advancing period of depression 
poses many serious questions to the Com­
munist movement; but especially does it 
pose the ofi’e of correctly applying the 
united front policy in such a manner as to 
bring the largest sections of both the old 
unions and the new unions into united 
struggle for their class interests. Once 
that is learned, a big step w ill have been 
taken toward extending Communist influ­
ence among the American workers.
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Cleveland Labor News
By John Foley

CLEVELAND —  The garment workers 
strike has been settled with a weak com­
promise, accepting the 42-hour week as 
against the 44-hour week they were work­
ing. They struck for the 40-hour week and 
as fine a dispaly of solidarity of workers 
as ever existed was manifested in  this 
struggle. The union shops came out to 
the man, and about 700 from the non­
union shops are still trying to get recog­
nition from the American Plan Shops, this 
city being the national haedquarters of the 
American Plan Association,

As a spectator at the Garment Workers 
Union conevention a couple of months 
back at the Public Auditorium, listening 
to resolutions calling for Bronze Conven­
tion Badges being turned into Gold Badges 
for spineless officers, I  don’t  think that 
the American Flan Association w ill have 
much trouble defeating this jellyfish of the 
old International Ladies Garment W or­
kers Union that once affiliated with the In ­
ternational Federation of Trade Unions of 
Amsterdam-Second International fame. 
But I  don’t  think it  makes much differ­
ence whether they are sold by Internation­
al Ladies Garment Workers Union or driv­
en by the American Plan Association.

In  regards to the tria l of 11 demon­
strators arrested in the City Council on 
December 2nd the case was nolled on ac­
count of capitalist hoodlums trying to get 
rid of the city manager in Cleveland. At 
the last two meetings of City Council, they 
turned this dignified, august sanctuary of 
priests into a bedlam, according to the 
daily murder sheets, into scenes sim ilar to 
the French Revolution. The judge admon­
ished the group of laughing Communists 
and said he had a sense of humor and 
would not allow them to m artyr themselves 
in his court.

I  wonder if  the bourgeois judges think  
that breaking into ja il is martyrdom. 
Their rotten system of starvation and evic­
tion is the cause and ja il is the only home 
the worker has got under capitalist pro­
duction.

I  had the American Civil Liberties 
Union defend me, the other ten the I. L. D. 
Because I  employed the American Civil L ib ­
erties Union the I. L. D. sent me a letter 
that my bond would be withdrawn the 
next day! I t  seems that the worker that 
went my bond had more spirit of solidar­
ity  in the workers movement than the 
secretary of the I. L. D. in D istrict 6 and 
refused to withdraw it . I  suppose he w ill 
be disciplined for this breach of Stalinist 
Communism.

I  travelled the slave m arket today 
looking over the situation. I  find in Cleve­
land about one hundred unemployed for 
every single pjob that shows up.

On January 17, 1930, at three p. m. we 
held a meeting on Public Square. I t  was 
very cold but a couple of hundred unem­
ployed stood in the cold to listen to speak­
ers. One wobbly whom the workers have 
respect for, has been co-operating with the 
International Brotherhood W elfare Aassoc- 
iation, the Communist Leaguers, the Anar­
chists, the emergency program of the In ­
dustrial Workers of the W orld and the 
official Industrial Workers of the World  
members a ll responded to the call of or­
ganizing the unemployed and unorganized 
workers. I  spoke at the firs t meeting 
and explained that these organizations re­
presented flows of social forces in society 
and they a ll called for the class war, and 
we could a ll fight the common enemy to­
gether, use the movement for recruiting  
grounds for members, as no organization 
has a monopoly on unemployed and misery, 
and use the movement also as a training  
ground for dynamic rebels.

But of course, you know we have the 
remnants of Lovestoneism and Amterism  
and the hero-worshippers yet in  Cleveland, 
although we have a new district organizer, 
Anthony Bimba, and a Trade Union Unity  
League secretary, Douglas. They may or 
may not be responsible, but due to mechan­
ical control and suppression of Unemployed 
expression. A ll these elements mentioned 
above withdrew their cooperation. The 
burlesque tactics of artists and bourgeois- 
trained youth looking for careers and ego 
expression hung the crepe on the movement 
as fa r as real spirit is concerned. We have 
had the finest type of fighting spirit, the 
most dynamic individuals of past class 
battles a ll working together here. When 
these fellow-workers start organizational 
work, the comrades of Stalin fame become 
so Jealous that they try  to lightning-rod 
end smother the »<",v


