
Hoover's Building Plan Swindle
Congress O pens  
-fo r the M aster

The f ir s t  reg u la r session o f the seven­
ty - f i r s t  Congress opens th is  week w ith  a 
schedule o f w o rk  and le g is la tio n  to  he 
adopted th a t w i l l  round  ou t the a ttack  
upon the standards o f the A m erican  w o rk ­
ers. W ha t the office hoys of ca p ita lis t 
class w i l l  accom plish a t th is  session is a l­
ready ou tlined  in  the dispatches from  
W ashington:

A Christmas G ift to the Boss
F irs t  w i l l  come the sacred, re lig ious 

d u ty  o f m ak ing  its  annual Christm as pres­
ent to  its  ca p ita lis t m aste r: the in s ig n if i­
cant ta x  cu t o f $160,000,000 w h ich  the lead­
ers o f bo th  P arties  In  Congress have a l­
ready agreed to p u t in  the socks hung at 
the chim ney by the s ta rv in g  m illio n a ire s  
of the land.

Then the ta r if f  tangle  w i l l  be s tra ig h t­
ened out, fo llo w in g  upon the message by 
Hoover. W ha t i t  w i l l  s ig n ify , even in  a 
m oderated fo rm , is  the ja ck in g  up o f the 
U n ited  States ta r if f  w a ll in  a desperate 
endeavor by the A m erican  boss class to 
broaden the basis o f th e ir  own n a rro w in g  
home m arke t by keeping out the more 
cheaply produced goods o f Europe, and, 
inverse ly , cu ttin g  down the meager share 
they have a llo tted  to  the poor re la tives 
across the sea. T ha t the raised ta r if f  
schedules w i l l  no t b rin g  w ith  them  any 
increase o f wages in  compensation is ob­
vious fro m  the w hole past ta r if f  h is to ry  
o f the coun try.

W ha t is c lear fo r  the w orkers  is  tha t 
th e ir  wages have been cut, th e ir  w o rk in g  
day lengthened, th e ir  “ efficiency”  increased 
by the crack o f the fo rem an ’s w hip , and 
th e ir  unions smashed th rough, under the 
h ith e rto  p re va ilin g  Fordney-M cCum ber 
rates, and th a t th e ir  s itu a tio n  w i l l  n o t be 
im proved one io ta  under the h ighe r Smoot- 
H aw ley b il l.  W ha t th a t b i l l  w i l l  succeed 
in  doing— when i t  is passed, and in  most 
p a rt i t  w i l l  be— is to  increase the resent­
m ent o f the o ther tra d in g  countries o f the 
w o rld , m any o f w h ich  have a lready p ro ­
tested in  one fo rm  o r another aga inst the 
proposed ta r if f .  T h is  resentm ent w i l l  on­
ly  add fue l to  the sm ouldering fire s  o f 
the com ing w ar, because the new ta r if f  
law  is esen tia lly  a b ru ta lly  aggressive 
measure o f Am erican im peria lism  against 
its  w o rld  com petito rs, fo r  w h ich  they w i l l  
t r y  to pay back the U. S. in  the siame 
coin.

The nava l b i l l  w i l l  be p u t off u n t il 
the  London nava l conference takes place 
next m onth. The nava l construc tion  p ro ­
gram  is  the th re a t held by the U nited 
States aga inst G reat B r ita in  p r im a r ily , 
th a t unless the la tte r  fu l f i l ls  the demands 
o f the w o r ld ’s banker, the U nited States 
w i l l  g ive i t  such a ru n  fo r  its  money as 
w i l l  leave i t  f lo a tin g  breath less on the 
sea.

W hat Congress w i l l  do ’“ no th ing ”  about 
—except to  hand ou t jo f t  slop— is the in ­
creasing ly  Dbvious tendency tow ards a 
deep economic depression w h ich  is cu ttin g  
the  ground fro m  under the feet o f the 
A m erican  w orkers. Layo ffs , in  batches of 
thousands, are ta k in g  place m ore frequen t­
ly , p a rt ic u la r ly  in  the autom obile , the 
steel and the b u ild in g  industries. These 
w o rke rs  are jo in in g  the a lready la rge  a r­
m y o f the unemployed, w ith  no prospects 
before them  b u t a b leak w in te r.

The Wage Cut Drive
Congress w i l l  do no th ing  about the 

wage cu t and speed-up d rive  o f the A m er­
ican bosses— except to  support i t  w ith  a ll 
its  heart. Those w o rke rs  “ lu c k y ”  enough 
to  keep th e ir  jobs and stay off the bread 
lin e  w i l l  have to  make up fo r  those lack- 
in k  in  indu s try , and they w il have to do i t  
by pou ring  more and m ore o f th e ir  ener­
gy, physica l and m enta l, in to  th e ir  m ach­
ines to  be coined in to  p ro fit.

U . S . Intervenes in S in o -R uss C onflict
A  num ber of days a fte r the Soviet U n ion im pera lis ts  so concerned about the 

had f in a lly  forced the M ukden governm ent h o rro rs  of w a r and the beauties o f pacif- 
to  enter in to  negotia tions fo r  the se ttle - ism , they m ig h t s ta rt c lean ing  th e ir  ow n 
o f the dispute around the Chinese E aste rn  f ro n t steps by w ith d ra w in g  troops from  
R a ilw ay, the U n ited  States governm ent, N icaragua, the P h illip ine s  and o ther colo- 
th rough  secre tary o f state S tim son sent n ies and sem i-colonies o f W a ll Street, 
a note to  the Chinese and Soviet Govern- w ia t  stimson Worries Over
m ent, ostensib ly  to  “ urge the tw o govern­
ments to  settle  the d ispute”  b u t in  ac tu a l!- W hat Stim son is  concerned w ith  is
ty  to  th ro w  a spoke in to  the negotia tions fea r o f the p restige and s treng th  tha t
now  ta k in g  place in  Khabarovsk, Eastern w il accrue to the Soviet U nion i f  the con- 
M anchusia. Upon A m erica ’s in it ia t iv e , the f lic t  is settled by agreement w ith  Mukden 
o ther im p e r ia lis t powers, in c lu d in g  the “ so- (and N ank ing ’s ta c it consent) to  re tu rn  
c ia lis t”  governm ent o f M acDonald, sent the R a ilw ay  to jo in t  con tro l. W hat he is 
ide n tica l notes. fu r th e r  concerned w ith  is to  preven t such

q tlm sm i ;« a “ R lt T.nte”  an agreement, keep the s itua tion  at h igh
The S tim lo n  note is a ve ry  cooly ca lcu- tension, provoke continued con flic ts  on the

lated piece o f cunning. So long  as the M anchurian  border so th a t at the proper
W hite  Guard bandits and the Chinese m er- * e  A m erican  governm ent can
cenary bands continued th e ir  invas ion  o f f eP ?  w ‘ th  ,,tha g* T ^  ®“ er. t0  ‘‘n '
Soviet so il, there was no p reventive  ac- ^ n a t io n a l iz e "  the R a ilw a y  th a t .s, b ring  
tio n  taken by A m erican  im peria lism , w h ich  *  its  in fluence. T h a t is  one of
has the Chiang K a i-S hek governm ent at *he m a  *  reasonf  ^  f » an w h ich  has
its  command. W hen th is  bu tcher o f the heavy in te rests  in  M anchuria, refused to
Chinese w o rk in g  class seized the jo in t ly  aend “  lden tlc  n f e Russia and Ch na.
con tro lled  Chinese Eastern R a ilw ay, there  F o r the m oment in  the present s itua tion ,
was again no p ro test fro m  the U n ited  JaPan fears Am erican in flunece  in  Man-
States. W hen Soviet c itizens were a rre s t- chu ria  more than  Russia,
ed, to rtu re d , im prisoned and b ru ta lly  tre a t-  S tim son’s note is an a ttem pt to  th ro w
ed in  China, the U nited States m ainta ined  la spoke in to  the negotia tions now ta k in g  
a  d iscreet silence. place in  Khabarovsk. I t  is  a gesture hos-

B u t now th a t the Red A rm y  has success- t i le  to  the Soviet Union. A ll the m ore rea-
fu l ly  repulsed the Chinese and R ussian son Cor a rous ing  the resistance o f the
W hite  Guard forces, upon whose a c tiv ity  w orkers  everywhere to defend Russia 's
the im p e ria lis ts  counted since they are revo lu tio n a ry  r ig h t  to  jo in t  p a rtic ip a tio n
no t now in  a pos ition  fo r  active m ilita ry  in  theChinese Eastern. I t  is n o t to  be
in te rve n tio n  o f th e ir  own, and Russia has defended on the basis o f “ p rope rty  r ig h ts ”
made Mukden come to the conference ta - or “ sacredness o f trea tie s ” , fo r  th a t way
ble to  w o rk  out te rm s o f agreement, S tim - the w orkers  cannot be m obilized. T ha t th is
son suddenly discovers the existence o f is the basis o f S ta lin ’s ag ita tion  now,
the K e llogg  “ Peace”  Pact. makes i t  necessary to  p o in t ou t m ore

Stim son’s in te rve n tio n  in to  the s itua - c le a rly  the advantage to the w o rld  w o rk - 
t io n  at th is  date— ju s t when the d iff ic u lt ie s  in g  class in  dep riv in g  Chiang Kai-Shek
are about to  be settled in  Russia ’s favo r and h is  im p e r ia lis t m asters o f the Chin- 
— is no t fo r  a m om ent anim ated by any de- ese Eastern  R a ilw ay  as a weapon against
s ire  fo r  “ peace” . W ere the A m erican  im - the w o rk e r ’s state.

1. How Can Europe Be United ?
B riand  has fe lt  the need o f am e liora ­

t in g  the h is to rica l fa te  o f the th ree  hun­
dred and f i f t y  m illio n  people o f Europe, 
who are  the bearers o f the h ighest c iv iliz a ­
tio n  and ye t cannot live  a cen tu ry  w ith ­
ou t a dozen w ars and revo lu tions , Mac­
D onald, in  the  in te re s t o f p a c ify in g  our 
p lanet, has crossed the A tla n tic . The U n it­
ed States o f Europe, d isarm am ent, free­
dom o f trade  and peace are on the order 
o f the day. On a ll sides c a p ita lis t d ip lo ­
m acy is  p repa ring  a b ig  p a c if is t  soup. 
Peoples o f Europe, peoples o f the whole 
w orld , get ou t b ig  spoons to  sw a llow  i t  
w ith !

W hy th is  m ob iliza tion?  A re  no t the 
socia lis ts  in  power in  the m ost im p o rta n t 
coun tries o f Europe o r else p reparing  fo r 
it?  Yes, th a t is ju s t why. However, i t  
is fo r th w ith  apparent th a t the p lans of 
B ria n d  and M acDonald are b rin g in g  
“ peace”  in  tw o  abso lu te ly  opposite d irec ­
tions. B riand  wants to  u n ify  Europe in  
o rder th a t i t  m ay defend its e lf  aga inst 
Am erica. M acDonald wants to  earn the 
g ra titude  o f A m erica  by he lp ing  i t  op­
press Europe. Tw o tra in s  are rush ing  to 
meet one another in  o rder to  save the ir 
passengers.. .  .fro m  the catastrophe!

The A ng lo -F rench  nava l a ccord of 
Ju ly , 1928 was liqu ida ted  by a sim ple k n it ­
t in g  o f the brow s by Am erica. T h is  fa c t is 
a su ffic ie n t dem onstration o f the re la tio n  
o f forces in  the w o rld : “ Do you im agine, 
by chance,”  A m erica  in tim a te s , “ th a t I  
am going to  adapt m yse lf to  you r reso lu­
tions made on both sides o f the Channel? 
I f  you w an t you r negotia tions to  be taken 
seriously , then  take the troub le  to  cross

the A tla n tic . ”  MacDonald ordered his 
t ic k e t and th a t is  about the m ost tangib le  
th in g  in  h is p a c ifis t program .

A t  Geneva the fu tu re  “ u n ifie rs ”  o f the 
con tinen t fe lt  themselves l i t t le  m ore a t ease 
than  the bootleggers on the o ther side o f 
the Ocean: They look w ith  dism ay upon 
the A m erican police. B riand  began and 
concluded h is speeches by sw earing by 
a ll th a t is sacred th a t the u n ifica tio n  of 
Europe m ust in  no case and under no con­
d itions be d irected aga inst Am erica. God 
fo rb id ! In  reading these declarations, the 
A m erican  p o litic ia n s  m ust have fe lt  a 
double jo y : "B ria n d  is somewhat a fra id  o f 
us . . . bu t he w on ’t  succeed in  p u ttin g  us 
off the tra ck .”

A lthough  he repeated the words of 
B riand , Stresemann ca rried  on a veiled po­
lem ic aga inst h im , Henderson polem icized 
aga inst both o f them, bu t m a in ly  against 
the F rench P rim e M in is te r. In  fac£, the 
whole discussion at Geneva unfolded ac­
cord ing  to the fo llo w in g  scheme:

B ria n d : In  no case aga inst the U n it­
ed States.

Stresemann: Quite r ig h t. B u t some 
have m enta l reservations. A m erican  can 
re ly  o n ly  on Germany.

M acD onald: I  swear on the B ib le  th a t 
lo y a lty  and go o d-w ill are the exclusive 
endowment o f the B r it is h , p a rt ic u la r ly  the 
Scotch.

T ha t is how the “ new in te rn a tio n a l 
a tm osphere”  was created in  Geneva.

The in te rn a l weakness o f Europe 
springs p r im a r ily  from  its  economic decay. 
The economic s treng th  o f the U nited 
States, on the con tra ry , constitu tes its  
u n ity . The quesion arises: H ow  to p ro ­
ceed so th a t the u n ific a tio n  o f Europe is 

Continued on Page 4

Lots of Promises 
to  the Jobless

By Martin Abern
P resident H e rbe rt Hoover is  p repar­

in g  a b ig  sw ind le  fo r  the A m erican  w o rk ­
in g  class w ith  h is “ construc tion  p rog ram " 
to  s ta ll off the g ro w ing  depression. The 
b lu s te rin g  confidence o f A m erican  cap ita l­
is t in te rests, received a rude shock In  the 
w ild  crash recen tly  on the stock m arke t. 
W h ile  A m erican  cap ita lis ts  by no meand 
feel th a t the fa ll w i l l  prove fa ta l; and 
w h ile  a t the same tim e, they t r y  to  m in i­
m ize its  effects, nevertheless, i t  is c lear 
th a t the shock to w ide s tra ta  o f people o f 
a l l  classes and groupings, in c lu d in g  the as 
ye t la rg e ly  bourgeois-m inded w orkers , has 
been severe. The same confidence as be­
fo re  in  the status quo is no longer there.

Hoover “ Stabilizes Capitalism”
Schemes, o r prayers, fo r  “ perm anent”  

c a p ita lis t econom ic s ta b il ity ”  a re  fo r th ­
com ing from  a ll corners. “ P ro sp e rity  
P residen t”  Hoover is the cham pion o f m ost 
o f these hpped-for c a p ita lis t s tab ilize rs. 
H oover, the pride o f the House o f Mam­
mon, stepped to the helm  to guide the ship 
o f p ro fit.

B u t lo, in  b u t a hand fu l o f m onths 
came the W a ll S treet crash, upse tting  
fa ith , bank accounts, business and jobs. A l l  
eyes tu rned  to Hoover to  speak h is  and a l­
so the wisdom of the House o f Morgan. 
As business begins to  trem b le ; as fac­
to ries  and m ills  in  m any la rge  centers be­
g in  to  shu t down; as unem ploym ent, in  
the beginnings o f a cold w in te r, jum ps 

.sharp ly from  its  a lready h igh  figu re , Hoov­
e r steps fo rw a rd  and trum p e ts : “ B usi­
ness as usua l! There is no th ing  funda­
m en ta lly  w rong  w ith  us (ca p ita lis t sys­
tem) ! L e t us b u ild ! ”

The Chairm an o f the Chamber o f Com­
merce of the U nited States, Ju lius  Barnes, 
however, is  sa tis fied  w ith  p roduction  and 
says:

“ The anxiety. . . and problem  o f to ­
day is  over the m aintenance o f buying 
power.”  B u t how? President Hoover 
w ith  tru e  Q uaker calmness once said: 

W hat About the Unemployed!
“ The p rim a ry  safety to  continued pros­

p e rity  w i l l  be continued w illing n e ss  o f 
ou r people to  save th e ir  enlarged warn­
ings (w hat, the unemployed?), to  res is t 
extravagance and waste (also the unem­
ployed o r the Southern te x tile  w orkers, 
(?) to  give fu l l  in d iv id u a l exe rtion .”  Now, 
the p ra c tic a lity  o f the s itu a tio n  compels 
g rea te r concreteness. So Hoover replies 
to  the rum b lings  o f u n ce rta in ity , d is trus t, 
restlessness by advis ing  a po licy , in  the 
m ain, o f pub lic  w orks, road-bU ild ing, con­
s truc tion , etc. Hoover fu r th e r  proposes 
th a t business herea fte r p lan its  ac tiv itie s  
more ca re fu lly , a tte m p t consciously to  
regu la te  the business of cap ita lism  in  ac­
cordance w ith  a la id -ou t scheme; in  fact, 
to  set up-to-date N ationa l Business Coun­
c il,  w h ich  by its  characte r and purpose 
hope’s to  serve as a perm anent regu la to r 
o f cap ita lism , and upon occasion to spread 
salve on the sore body o f the w orkers.

I t  in tends fu r th e r  to  ignore, as much 
as posible, its  own created ins trum en t, 
Congress, as now too slow and ine ffic ien t 
fo r th is  w o rld  o f business engineering. 
T hrough th is  organized N ationa l business 
Council, th a t g rea t ind iv id u a lism  and need­
ed com petitive  s p ir it  o f the “ true  A m er­
ican ism ” , so staunch ly  lauded by Hoover, 
takes a back seat. In  fac t, Hoover, ou t­
lin e s  a po licy, in  soc io -po litica l term s, of 
state socialism , o r more co rrec tly , state 
cap ita lism , w ith  some added special gov­
e rnm enta l features— borrowed fro m  M us­
so lin i. B u t organized production , o r its  
development, is on ly  possible w here capi­
ta lism  is replaced by w o rk in g  class ru le , 
as in  Soviet Russia.

The figu res  adduced by lead ing capb 
Continued on Page 6
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Stalinists Raid the Co-ops
THE PARTY WINS ANOTHER «VICTORY» IN SUPERIOR!

By Vincent R. Dunne
The Com munist P a rty  in  the M inneap­

o lis -S uperio r d is tr ic t has ju s t com m itted the 
crow n ing  b lunder of the long series since 
the expulsion o f the Opposition. N ot th a t 
I t  is  a d is tr ic t m a tte r a lone; fa r  from  it. 
I t  is m ere ly  the scene, because o f the loc­
a tion  o f the cooperative m ovement in  Sup­
e r io r  and i t  makes K a r l Reeve, P a rty  dis­
t r ic t  organizer, the o ffic ia l s p lit te r  o f the 
movement and places heavy responsib ilities 
upon the comrades o f the Com m unist Lea­
gue here.

As is  a lready know n, the P arty , be­
cause o f the T h ird  Period, m ust secure a 
strang leho ld  upon a ll the a u x ilia ry  organ­
izations. The be ll has been sounded now 
fo r  the cooperatives. The P a rty  has the re ­
fo re  m obilized its  m ost reckless crusaders 
and marched in to  the N o rth  coun try.

The H i-Jackers a t W ork

complete co n tro l o f the Cooperative Cen­
tra l Exchange w hich is also under armed 
guard. The P a rty  has los t the con tro l and 
sym pathy o f the cooperatives, w ith  th e ir  
20,000 members. The con tro l o f the Tyom ies 
is a t best a doubtfu l one.

The s itu a tio n  is ex trem e ly  tense and 
unless the proper steps are taken there  can 
be grievous consequences fo r  the whole la ­
bor and revo lu tio n a ry  movem ent in  th is  
section o f the co u n try  at least. M ost of 
the w orkers  have b roken away fro m  the 
P a rty  essen tia lly  because o f its  w ild  and 
devil-m ay-care p o licy  o f a rb itra ry , mech­
an ica l co n tro l—o r  destruction . B u t the

s trugg le  aga inst th is  po licy  o f the P a rty  is 
no t su ffic ien t o r an end in  itse lf. Unless 
th is  m ovement is enriched w ith  a program  
w h ich  sees the roots o f the d ifficu ltie s  in  a 
broader fie ld  than  the cooperative move­
m ent, w h ich  sees them  in  the w hole p re ­
sent course of the leadership o f the Com­
m un is t In te rn a tio n a l and its  A m erican  coun­
te rp a rt, i t  w i l l  in e v ita b ly  lead in  the w rong 
d irection .

No T u rn in g  fro m  the L e ft !
I t  is n o t d iff ic u lt fo r  th is  movem ent to 

become— under the provocations o f the Sta­
lin is ts  and the m aneuverings of the A llanes 
and o ther outspoken R ig h t w in g  elements 
— an an ti-C om m unist movement, w h ich  w i l l  
end in  tran s fo rm in g  the cooperatives in to  
a p la y th in g  o f the reactionaries and d is­
c red itin g  its  leaders. The e n tire ly  fac tiona l 
and reckless po licy  o f the P a rty  fo r  years 
has led up to  th is  c lim ax. The m ilita n ts  
have the hard  job o f p reven ting  a move in  
th is  d irec tion  and gu id ing  i t  instead in to  
hea lthy  w o rk in g  class channels.

The Thieves F a ll O u t in the M iners Union
The professional d is rup te rs  and fac tion  

agents, M in o r and Stachel, were sent to ­
gether w ith  a host o f others to  demand 
th a t the Cooperative C entra l Exchange not 
on ly  donate $3,000.00 fo r  the T. U. U. L- 
convention and $5,000.00 fo r other P a rty  
w o rk , b u t in  add ition  th a t a ye a rly  assess­
m ent be levied by the P a rty  upon the E x ­
change to the am ount o f one percent o f 
the gross sales, w h ich w ou ld  am ount to  
about $17,000.00 th is  year. A lso, th a t all 
the employees of the Exchange and its  mem­
ber stores should be P a rty  functionaries, 
th a t is, the salesmen, tru c k  d rive rs , c lerks, 
etc., m ust devote the m a jo r p a rt o f th e ir 
tim e  to  the o rgan iz ing  o f the iro n  m iners 
and P a rty  un its , and in  spare tim e, bu ild  
the cooperatives.

The  P a rty  h i- jackers  demanded as a 
f ir s t  step th a t George H alonen ( “ as the o u t­
s tanding R ig h t w in g e r” ) be removed from  
h is  post as E ducationa l D ire c to r of the 
Exchange. T h is  suggestion was no t w e ll 
received by the Executive Board. In  fact, 
the Board— of 13, I  believe— voted un a n i­
m ously aga inst i t  a lthough there  are seven 
P a rty  members on th is  body. The Board 
issued a statem ent fa r  pub lica tio n  in  
Tyom ies, the o ffic ia l organ o f the E x ­
change. A t th a t tim e the P a rty  had some­
w ha t a be tter (o r worse?) crew  in  
charge o f  the paper who no t on ly  refused 
to  pub lish  the statem ent b u t came out w ith  
a long  and vic ious statem ent aga inst the 
Board in  genera l and H alonen and Ronn in 
p a rticu la r.

As its  next move, the Executive called 
seven su b -d is tr ic t m eetings o f the cooper­
atives w h ich  were, o f course, attended by 
hundreds o f members, a t w h ich  th e ir  state­
m ent was read, discussed and indorsed over­
w he lm ing ly .

Beckless P a rty  Adventure
One m ig h t th in k  th a t these develop­

m ents w ould  give the P a rty  pause. Not at 
a ll.  I t  seems th a t they were overjoyed. 
Had no t these cooperative comrades proved 
th a t they were agents of the cap ita lis ts?  
O f course. Then more pressure, s t i l l  more 
pressure! The cooperatives m ust be saved 
o r destroyed! Reeve, Pobersky, B ern ick, 
Puro, H e ikk inen  and a dozen more sm all 
fr y ,  together w ith  an un-named represent­
a tive  fro m  the P a rty  center, and TWO rep­
resentatives o f the Com intern, were wheeled 
in to  position . The conferences and m eet­
ings w h ich  had been going on a lm ost w ith ­
ou t num ber were pushed on to  new and 
h ig h e r levels— the s itua tion  g row ing  more 
tense and the P a rty  steadily  los ing  ground.

The E xecutive  Board had in  the mean­
tim e  prepared the P yram id  B u ild e r, the 
m on th ly  organ o f the C entra l Exchange, 
con ta in ing  the statem ent of the Board. 
The P. B,, however, is p rin te d  in  the 
Tyom ies p lan t. Now i t  seems th a t the Sta­
l in  men had no t though t o f th is  u n t il i t  was 
a lready being run . I  am sure th a t the n a t­
u ra l and o rd e rly  processess o f pub lica tion  
were somewhat h u rr ie d  by the w orkers  in  
the p la n t w ho are to  a man in  sym pathy 
w ith  the Executive Board. A t  any rate, about 
3 ou t o f the 5 thousand copies were ca rried  
away by in d iv id u a ls  in  p riva te  cars w h ile  
the S ta lin  boys were on the lookou t fo r  the 
E xecu tive ’s truck .

W hen they f in a lly  came to  and discov­
ered w h a t was going on, Reeve, w ith  a 
group o f Y. C. L . members and a few  others, 
rushed the p la n t and succeeded in  bu rn in g  
some o f the rem a in ing  copies. A  free -fo r- 
a l l  s ta rted  in  w h ich  Reeve and the others 
were d riven  up the stree t w ijh  heavy 
losses.

R esu lt: Superior is an armed camp. Guards 
o f the P a rty  are posted in  the Tyom ies 
and the H a ll.  The o ther comrades have

The destructive  fig h t now ravag ing  the 
U nited Mine W orkers  U nion in  the I l l in o is  
d is tr ic t  between the John L. Lew is in te r ­
na tio na l a d m in is tra tio n  and the H a rry  
F ishw ick  d is tr ic t a d m in is tra tio n  is p ro v ­
in g  to the h i l t  a ll the charges made by 
the L e ft  w ing  and progressive forces d u r­
in g  the years o f s trugg le  aga inst these co r­
ru p t offic ia ls. One more serious b low  is 
now being adm in is tered to the bad ly shat­
tered rem nants o f th is  union, thus in d i­
ca ting  a once g lo rious o rgan iza tion  com ing 
to an ing lo riou s  end. Now the question 
o f b u ild in g  anew upon the ru in s  o f the 
old becomes the rea l bu rn in g  one.

W hat th is  f ig h t re a lly  is about is 
ra th e r d if f ic u lt  to ascerta in. There cer­
ta in ly  are no p rinc ip les  involved. B u t 
the I l l in o is  section s t i l l  has a  dues paying 
m em bership b rin g in g  in  a revenue fo r 
w h ich  both groups o f per-cap ita  absorbers 
are w il l in g  to  go to bat. B o th  ad m in is tra ­
tions have a lready m u tu a lly  removed one 
another expecting the m iners to  pay the 
b ills  out o f th e ir  s ta rva tion  wages. Each 
adm in is tra tio n  has its  paid scribes to ed it 
its  respective jo u rn a l, h u r lin g  invectives 
a t one another. In  th is  respect, Oscar 
A m eringe r o f the I l l in o is  section so fa r  has 
the edge w ith  such choice b its  as re fe rrin g  
to  Lew is— “ Deadest duck th is  side o f the 
m ilk y  w ay; defender o f the fa t;  m arsha l 
o f the Meal T ic k e t Legion, sublim e keeper 
o f the swag; im ita to n  M usso lin i; the dud 
the carcass o f L ew is ism ; un ion w reck­
e r; t r a i to r ” .

W reck ing  a G reat Union
N o th ing  could speak m ore e loquen tly  

about the wreckage w rough t by John L. 
Lew is in  the U. M. W. o f A. than  the mem­
bership figu res  emanated from  h is own o f­
fice. A ccord ing  to reports  subm itted by 
the Federal Bureau of M ines, 153,829 m ine 
w orkers  are employed in  the so ft coal fie lds 
o f Pennsylvan ia  (o f course no t w o rk in g  
re g u la r ly ) . The U. M. W. o f A. today has 
a dues paying m em bership o f 1,374. In  
W est V irg in ia  119,799 m iners employed 
w ith  77 dues paying members. In  Ind iana  
24,352 w ith  10,609 dues paying  members.

In  Ohio 35,543 w ith  1,061 dues paying 
members. In  K en tucky  64,747 w ith  77 dues 
paying members. A t  the tim e when Lew is 
took o fifce  as pres iden t in  1921 there  were 
a to ta l dues paying m em bership in  the 
so ft coal fie lds, n o t in c lu d in g  exonerated 
members no r the d is tr ic ts  o f Canada, o f 
365,740. In  1929 th is  m em bership in  the 
same te r r ito ry  has dropped to  84,369 of 
w h ich  I l l in o is  has 53,088.

The F ishw ick  adm in is tra tio n  in  try in g  to 
outdo Lew is, now makes an open b id  fo r 
the support o f the operators by cha rg ing  
th a t Lew is did no t have the courage to 
accept respo n s ib ility  fo r  an “ o rd e rly ”  re ­
tre a t such as they c la im  the economic 
cond itions demanded, b u t instead, they say, 
¡sued ihs slogan o f “ no backw ard step” . 
And ye t there  have been no th ing  b u t re ­
trea ts  and se ll-outs, on both sides. In  
J u ly  1928 Lew is made h is in fam ous de­
c is ion destroy ing  the la s t vestige o f a na­
tio n a l un ion by o rde ring  each d is tr ic t  to 
obta in  w hatever te rm s on w o rk in g  condi­
tions i t  pleased. In  I ll in o is , F ishw ick  put 
th rough  a substan tia l wage cu t w ith  a loss 
o f p ra c tic a lly  a l l  rem a in ing  union cond i­
tions and declared i t  ca rried  in  a re fe r­
endum vote in  w h ich  a la te r  check-up 
showed th a t i t  was defeated a t least three 
to  one. The F ishw ick  a dm in is tra tion  is 
fu r th e r  ta k in g  steps tow ard  a new na tiona l 
un ion of its  own.

There could be no th ing  w hatever 
ever in s p ir in g  to the m iners no m a tte r

w h ich  side w ins in  th is  contest, w h ich  w il l  
be decided by the operators.

However, the pressure o f economic 
conditions, o f increased m echanica liza tion 
o f the m ines w ith  increased speed-up, in -  
creashed unem ploym ent and de te rio ra tion  
o f w o rk in g  cond itions and the standard of 
liv in g , is g row ing  and d riv in g  them  fo r ­
w ard  to  seek th e ir  f irs t  so lu tion  in  the 
b u ild in g  o f a new un ion capable o f f ig h tin g  
fo r  th e ir  in terests.

P oss ib ilities  o f New Union
Thus the poss ib ilities  fo r  b u ild in g  the 

N ationa l M iners Union are excellent. Yet, 
as reported in  the las t issue, the methods 
pursued by the Com m unist P a rty  leader­
ship threatens i t  w ith  being s till-b o rn , a l­
m ost crea ting  a s p lit  s itu a tio n  before the 
union has taken on organized fo rm . The 
delegates who walked ou t in  d isgust from  
the d is tr ic t  convention held a t B e llev ille , 
Oct. 27, were p rec ise ly  the m ost substan tia l 
section o f the delegates. They were non- 
P a rty  members, representing m a in ly  the 
S taunton su b -d is tr ic t w h ich has been in  the 
fo re fro n t d u rin g  th is  long  s trugg le  against 
the co rru p t o ld un ion  leadership, the te r r i­
to ry  in  w h ich  the m ost m ilita n t  s tr ike  
p icke ting  was ca rried  on la s t year and from  
w h ich  the m ost substan tia l locals jo ined 
the N. M. U. in  a body. F o rtuna te ly , these 
delegates, a lthough they le f t  the conven­
tion, are s t i l l  determ ined by a ll means to 
bu ild  the N ationa l M iners Union, a decision 
w h ich  members o f the Com m unist Opposi­
tio n  were able to  in fluence in  a consider­
able measure.

W hat was the issue a t the B e lle v ille  
convention responsible fo r  the delegates 
leavng. One o f p rinc ip le , program , fo rm  
o f organ iza tion , a ttitu de  tow a rd  the old 
un ion  offic ia ldom  o r the coal operators? 
No, the issue ca rried  to the po in t o f an 
in c ip ie n t s p lit  was John J. W att, the pres­
ident o f the N. M. U., know n to the ra n k  and 
file  m iners as one who earnestly  endeavors 
to  bu ild  the un ion and ascepts its  program . 
A n  issue a r t if ic ia l ly  created. W hatever 
m ig h t be said about m istakes made by 
W att, one th in g  is sure ; H is  long tim e 
opposition to  the e n tire ly  fa lse methods 
pursued by the P a rty  leadership in  impos­
in g  a complete m echanical con tro l upon 
th is  new un ion movem ent from  its  very in ­
ception has la rg e ly  been both a ve ry  n a t­
u ra l and co rrect one. I t  caused h im  to re ­
sign h is P a rty  m em bership about la s t sum­
m er (a reaction  w h ich  Com munists w i l l  no t 
endorse). B u t the re ta lia tio n  by the P arty  
leadership to  th is  step has become a fa r  
worse one; as a m a tte r o f fact, one w hich 
threatens the in te rests  of the coal m iners.

W ith  a s itua tion  lik e  the one now  ex­
is t in g ,  in  the I l l in o is  coal fields, when the 
m ain campaign should be the b u ild in g  of 
the new un ion on a mass basis, consolida­
tio n  o f its  ra n k  and file  support, an ener­
getic fig h t against the Lew is and F ishw ick  
un ion w reckers, and against the coal oper­
a tors to  recapture  los t cond itions, the m ain 
campaign is made aga inst W att. To make a 
case, the D a ily  W o rke r is reso rtin g  to o u t­
r ig h t  fab rica tions  as, fo r  example, th a t 
W a tt is c a llin g  conferences in  opposition to 
those called by the d is tr ic t  o rgan ization, 
th a t the Staunton locals repudiated W att, 
etc.

W ha t K in d  o f a New Union
The question th a t m ust be answered 

by the P a rty  leadership is— w hat so rt o f 
un ion  is intended? A  mass o rgan iza tion  in  
w h ich  elements who are not P a rty  mem­
bers bu t w ill in g  earnestly  to  accept the 
m ilita n t un ion program , can p a rtic ipa te  and

hold  im p o rta n t positions, o r a n a rro w  un ion  
established o n ly  on the  cond itions o f ac­
cepting a leadership ho ld ing  P a rty  member­
ship cards, even i f  m echan ica lly  imposed? 
The fo rm e r is the o n ly  possible fo rm  th a t 
can succeed, p a rt ic u la r ly  a t th is  junc tu re . 
T h is  is proved by a ll w o rk in g  class h is to ry  
and by the ve ry  response o f the m iners, 
whereas the in tro d u c tio n  o f the la tte r  n a r­
row  conception im m ed ia te ly  led to a s p lit 
s itua tion  on ly  n a rro w ly  averted.

I f  these methods are persisted in  by 
the P a rty  leadership i t  can re su lt in  
no th ing  bu t complete fo rfe itu re  of the pre­
sent splendid p oss ib ilitie s ; and, w hat is 
worse yet, the crea tion  o f a s itu a tio n  in  
w h ich  ra n k  and file  coal m iners in  la rge 
numbers, who are ready to give th e ir  u t­
m ost fo r  the tr iu m p h  o f m ilita n t un ionism  
w i l l  be d riven  to  anti-Com m unism .

The N ationa l M iners U nion has no t ye t 
reached a po in t o f fac ing  its  greatest and 
m ost fo rm idab le  enemy— the coal operators. 
I t  is pe rfec tly  w e ll know n th a t w h ile  the 
operators p re fe r th e ir  own trus ted  hench­
men from  the o ld  union to the N. M. U., they 
m any tim es more p re fe r no un ion a t a ll. 
No m om ent should the re fo re  be lo s t in  
ta k in g  up im m ed ia te ly  the s trugg le  fo r  
pressing every-day needs of the m iners as 
a means o f o rgan iz ing  and p repa ring  them 
fo r  the b igger figh ts to  come. T ha t w i l l  
decide the leadership o f the union. Only 
by app ly ing  a corect po licy  can the Com­
m un ists  prove the s u p e rio r ity  o f th e ir  con­
ceptions and make themselves w o rth y  of 
leadership. AR N E SW ABECK

Before the Capitulation
Continued from  Page 3 

tr is m  are doomed to  defeat. A  pu rg ing  
w ith o u t rea l democracy in  the P a rty  is 
transfo rm ed in to  an uproar, a lo tte ry , a 
farce, and in  m ost cases fa lls  sho rt o f 
its  aim . Before ju m ip ng  out o f the w indow  
the Bessedovskys pass happ ily  th rough  a ll 
the censuses, a ll the purg ings, and a ll the 
unanim ous votes.

A l l  the O pposition ists who fo llow ed  
Radek and Sm ilga have fa lle n  to  the low est 
level. They have no perspectives!. The 
lead ing cap itu la to rs  have le ft  e ithe r fo r 
co u n try  homes o r fo r  w a te ring  places, 
abandoning the ranks o f the cap itu la to rs  
to  themselves. C erta in  o f those who le ft 
us fin d  themselves being refused w o rk  and 
even unem ploym ent benefits. C erta in  capi­
tu la to rs  are re tu rn in g  to us. Some o f the 
Sapronovists signed the decla ra tion  of Ra- 
kovsky. I. N. S m irnov is in  Moscow. H is  
dec la ra tion  is f in a lly  agreed to, b u t i t  
has no t ye t been published in  the press; 
ev iden tly , s ignatures have to  be picked 
up.

The m a te ria l cond itions o f the deport­
ees are very harsh. The h igh  cost and lack 
o f food are ve ry  great. The deportees are 
do ing a g rea t deal o f theore tica l w ork.

I  am  in fo rm ed th a t a new group o f Op­
position is ts  deported from  Len ingrad  (ten- 
tw e lve  comrades in  a ll)  have ju s t passed 
th rough  Tashkent.
October 21, 1929 P.

* *
Moscow W o rke r (No. 209, September

1 1 ) : “ In  the E aucil and the M arteau fac­
to ries  ( fo rm e rly  G oujon), in  the construc­
tio n  shop, the T ro tsky is ts  defended th e ir 
reso lu tion  a t the w o rke rs ’ m eeting, and 
a ll the members o f the P a rty  and the 
Youth, instead o f accepting ba ttle  w ith  
them  and coun te r-a ttack ing  them  in  a de­
cisive m anner, s im p ly  w ent along. There 
is s t i l l  to lerance tow ards T ro tsky ism . . . ”

Moscow W o rke r (No. 208, September 
10): “ T ro tsky ism  fo rm e rly  flou rished  in  
the Red October fac to ry , and i t  is not yet 
s tifle d  today. In  the Frunze fa c to ry  we 
have examples o f hidden T ro tsky is ts  issu­
in g  lea fle ts  and ce rta in  Communists look 
upon i t  in  a ‘co n c ilia to ry ’ manner. ‘ I t ’s 
none o f m y business’.”

Moscow W orke r (No. 210 September
1 2 ) : “ In  the K a m o vn ik i d is tr ic t  there  are 
s t i l l  some T ro ts k y is t elements. D u rin g  
teh period o f (ac tiv ity  th a t extended from  
M arch to September, 27 T ro tsky is ts  were 
expelled. I t  m ust no t be fo rgo tten  th a t 
there  ex is t rem nants— un im po rtan t, i t  is 
true — of T ro tsky ism .”  (R eport o f the Con­
t ro l Commission to the d is tr ic t  conference 
o f the P a rty )!

Y outh  Pravda (A ugust 25): "The  rem ­
nants o f a T ro ts k y is t o rgan iza tion  has been 
uncovered in  a few  Youth nucle i (Chvoro- 
s tin , S tarostin , P e trovsky and A rm atu re  
fac to ries). B y a decision o f the regional 
comm ittee, 23 members o f the Y outh  have 
been expelled, among them  m any members 
o f the comm ittee . . .  o f the P a rty  fo rm a lly , 
and a c tu a lly  o f the Opposition. The B u­
reau o f the Petrovsky fa c to ry  nucleus has 
been dissolved.”
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The Conference of the 
German Right W ing

On October 20, the R ig h t w ing  opposi- 
t io n in  Germ any (B ran d le r g roup) held its  
second na tio na l conference a t W eim ar. 
A ccord ing  to the o rgan iza tion  report, the 
group had gathered in  one year o f w o rk  
5,112 members divided in to  169 groups. The 
num ber o f readers o f its  8 w eek ly  papers 
appearing a ll over Germany is about 25, 
000.

Launched in  spite o f and aga inst the a l­
ways pow erfu l P a rty  apparatus, i t  is qu ite  
a success so fa r  as the figures go. The 
p o lit ic a l estimates o f the na tio na l con fer­
ence, however, re fle c t the im p o ss ib ility  of 
squaring  the c irc le — the u top ia  o f show ing 
a section o f the in te rn a tio n a l p ro le ta ria n  
a rm y the concrete road to v ic to ry  w h ile  
having  an e n tire ly  res tric ted  na tiona l theo­
re tic a l basis.

Is  i t  ju s t a reaction  aga inst the exag­
gerated in te rn a tio n a lism  o f the C. I .  th a t 
the f irs t  accounts and a rtic les  on the na t- 
ion la  conference tr iu m p h a n tly  announce 
(Gegen den Strom, No. 43, October 26,1929) 
th a t rea l Len in ism  has on ly  ju s t been found 
a t W eim ar, th rough  the “ d iscovery”  th a t 
L e n in  pointed ou t to  a ll the Communists 
the du ty  o f ta k in g  in to  consideration the 
“ concrete pecu lia ritie s ”  o f each country? 
Or should we no t ra th e r a ttr ib u te  a g rea te r 
im portance to the fa c t th a t they passed over 
in  silence the necessity, fo r  Len in  and h is 
school, o f ta k in g  the in te rn a tio n a l po in t o f 
v iew  w ith o u t neg lecting  the “ concrete pec­
u lia r it ie s ”  o f each country?

W hat can be the in te rn a tio n a l basis o f the 
p ln tfo rm  o f the R ig h t w in g  opposition  
(w h ich  w i l l  be published in  the com ing 
num ber o f Gegen den S trom  and w h ich  we 
w i l l  examine a l i t t le  closer la te r on) ? 
Tha lhe im er, the theore tic ian  o f the B rand­
le r  group, says in  h is rep o rt th a t the gen­
e ra l p rogram  o f the C. I .  is the po in t o f de­
p a rtu re  fo r  the na tiona l program . B u t 
Tha lhe im er and his friends have disapproved 
o f the essential parts  o f th is  program . Can 
a co rrec t na tio na l p rogram  then  be d raw n 
fro m  a w rong  in te rn a tio n a l program ?

Tha lhe im er h im self, who a lready dared 
a lo t, w i l l  no t succeed in  that.

Then w ha t are the o ther bases o f the 
p la tfo rm , w h ich  was the cen tra l axis of 
the W eim ar conference? T ha lhe im er te lls  
us:

“ The p la tfo rm  is the re s u lt no t o n ly  of 
th is  year o f ou r w ork, bu t o f 4-6 years o f 
w o rk  and s trugg le  o f ou r tendency, o f 10 
years of revo lu tio n a ry  experience on Ger­
m an and in te rn a tio n a l so il. The discus­
sion on the p la tfo rm  was as liv e ly  as i t  
was r ich  in  content. I t  ind icates the g rea t 
theore tica l in te res t and the m a tu r ity  of 
ou r m ovem ent.”

“ The resu lts  o f 10 years o f revo lu tio n a ry  
experience on German and in te rn a tio n a l 
so il” , viewed w ith  a c r it ic a l eye, means 
th is ;

On “ German so il”  there  was the M arch 
A c tion  in  1921, the “ re s u lt”  being the theses 
o f Tha lhe im er-B e la  K u n  on the theory  of 
the offensive. I t  is  above a ll  thanks to  
comrades L en in  and T ro tsky  th a t these 
theses cou ldn ’t  see the lig h t  a t the T h ird  
W orld  Congress. Had th is  “ re s u lt”  been 
accepted i t  w ou ld  have destroyed the Com­
in te rn  beneath its  ru ins. On “ German so il”  
there was also the year 1923. B rand le r and 
Tha lhem er were then the leaders o f the C. 
P. o f Germany. May we assume th a t the 
lesson g iven us by the a ttitude  o f the P a rty  
in  an acute revo lu tio n a ry  s itua tion  finds 
its  “ re s u lt”  in  the p la tfo rm ?  Tha lhe im er 
has fo r  years been announcing the appear­
ance o f a pam phle t on the lessons o f 1923. 
The na tiona l conference also asked fo r  a 
concrete a ttitu de  tow ards 1923, fo r  we read 
m  the re p o rt: “ R uhnau (H am burg) takes 
a position  in  de ta il tow ards the reports  
presented and m entions above a ll the p rop­
osal to  pub lish  the pam phle t on 1923.”

Does the leadership of the B rand le r 
group re a lly  th in k  th a t i t  can fo reve r evade 
the question o f the p o lit ic a l a tt itu d e  
leaders in  a re vo lu tio n a ry  s itua tion , a 
question so decisive fo r  the revo lu tio n a ry  
w orkers? To chant the same rosa ry  a l l  
the tim e on the “ u ltra -L e ft  T ro ts k y is t 
legend in  1923”  cannot make one fo rg e t the 
fa c t th a t they are avo id ing the ta k in g  of a 
concrete a ttitude .

So fa r  as the “ re s u lt”  o f the lessons of 
the Russian R evo lu tion  is concerned, we 
can a lready fo re te ll a p a rt o f i t  by reading 
an e d ito ria l a rtic le  in  Gegen den Strom  (No. 
42, October 19, 1929) under the heading 
“ R ussian Questions” . In  th is  a rtic le  we 
get, Instead o f a concrete a ttitu de  tow ards 
the questions raised there, the fo llo w in g  

re p ly ” , w h ich  is a classic example o f the

d ip lom a tic  way o f evading a question:
“ I f  one wishes to give a concrete rep ly  

to  these p ra c tica l questions, one m ust be 
in  possession o f exact data . The Russian 
comrades have exact data. W W e have not. 
T ha t is w hy we cannot say concu ls ive ly  
w hether S ta lin  o r B ucha rin  is r ig h t in  these 
decisive p ra c tica l q u e s tio n s ....

"So fa r  as the theo re tica l discussions 
w ith  B ucharin  are concerned, we p o in t ou t 
elsewhere the c r it ic is m  em anating from  
the S ta lin is t camp itse lf. Tw o young ad­
herents o f S ta lin , Sten and Schatzkin, have 
c ritic ize d  in  an extrem e ly  energetic m anner 
the methods o f s trugg le  employed against 
the R ig h t in  R u s s ia . . . . ”

A las, tw o  m inds live  in  the same body. 
One does n o t ye t w an t to  bu rn  a ll  the b rid ­
ges th a t lead to S ta lin , the o ther is in  an 
en thusiastic  g low  fo r  the R ig h t w in g  fac­
tio n  in  the U. S. S.R.— the “ re a lis tic  p o lit i­
cians.”  There was a tim e when B rand le r, 
Tha lhe im er, F ro h lich , W alcher, Sievert, 
Boettcher, Beck and the “ sym path izer”  
K la ra  Z e tk in  took an e n tire ly  concrete posi­
tio n  tow ards the Russian question, and i t  
was a t a m om ent when S ta lin  suppressed 
a ll the m a te ria l o f the Russian L e ft Oppos­
it io n  so, th a t the P a rty  w ould  know  no th ing  
about it .  A t  the tim e they voted on and 
approved the expu ls ion o f T ro tsky  and the 
Russian O pposition and had no scruples in  
ac ting  th a t way, w ith o u t p lead ing the “ lack 
o f concrete data”  a t th a t tim e.

No doubt the “ concrete data”  contained 
in  the pam phle t* o f K la ra  Z e tk in  were 
enough fo r  them  to approve the "p o lit ic a l 
necessity”  o f expe lling  T ro tsky  fro m  the 
Soviet Union.

“ We w i l l  continue as in  the past to  take 
an objective position  tow ards the problem s 
o f the Com m unist P a rty  o f the Soviet Union 
and no t a fa c tio na l po in t o f v iew .”

T h a t is how the la s t phrase o f the pen­
u ltim a te  paragraph in  the a rtic le  ju s t 
quoted, is worded.

The p ro o f o f i t  is g iven in  the la s t pa r­
agraph, in  w h ich  “ as in  the past”  a posi­
tio n  is taken in  a subjective m anner and con­
t ra ry  to  the t ru th :

" . . .  .The a n n ih ila tio n  o f T ro tsky ism  
in  Russia has determ ined T ro ts k y  and h is  
few  believers to  cap itu la te  before S ta lin , 
even though i t  was done p ro v is ion a lly , wijth 
ce rta in  reservations. Thus T ro tsky ism , 
w h ich  fough t m a in ly  in  the unp rin c ip le d  
bloc w ith  Z inoviev, ends w ith  an u n p rin ­
c ip led cap itu la tion  before S ta lin .”

A fte r  these p re lim in a ry  labors, the n a t­
iona l p la tfo rm  was accepted as a basis a t 
the conference and presented fo r discussion. 
In  a com ing issue we w il l  examine th is  
double-bottom ed p la tfo rm  m ore closely. We 
w il l  have no trou b le  in  b rin g in g  the re vo lu ­
tio n a ry  elements o f the B ra n d le r group 
p roo f th a t Tha lhe im er, the theore tic ian  of 
the pure defensive in  1929, is the antipode 
o f Tha lhe im er, the theore tican  of the pure 
offensive in  1921.
B e rlin , October 1929 F. ST.

<D

The Aftermath in 
Palestine

The Palestine s itu a tio n  has by no 
means calmed down. Fee ling  has ru n  very 
h igh. V e ry  serious vio lence exists in  a 
po ten tia l state.

The A rab  E xecutive  Com mittee m et a 
l i t t le  w h ile  ago and decided upon:

1. A  decla ra tion  of d is tru s t in  the 
E ng lish  governm ent.

2. Repudia tion o f the B a lfo u r declara­
tion.

3. In te ns ifica tio n  o f the boycott.
T h is  boycott, la s tin g  since the d is tu r­

bances, seems to  have been, in  the begin­
n ing , a to ta l “ non-cooperation” ; now, i t  is 
on ly  h a lf  o f tha t. The Arabs consent to  sell 
to  Jews (ha p p ily  fo r  the la tte r ;  w ith o u t 
i t  w ou ld  die o f h u n g e r!)  bu t no t to  
buy fro m  them. I t  is the inve rs ion  o f the 
secular s itu a tio n : “ Jew, you have taken our 
money long enough, now you w on ’t  see i t  
any m ore and i t  is  fo r us to  take y o u rs !”  
A p p a ren tly  th is  “ s logan”  is extrem ely 
popular. Thus, a few  days ago, an A rab  
tradesm an secre tly  bought tw o hogsheads 
o f o il from  a Jew. The m a tte r became 
know n. Im m ed ia te ly , an a rm y o f dockers 
pursued the “ co lla b o ra tio n is t”  and made h im  
th ro w  the hogsheads in to  the sea. “ Force is 
the on ly  th in g  th a t counts,”  a young C h ris t­

* The w r ite r  re fe rs to  the nauseating 
pam phle t w r itte n  a t the behest o f S ta lin  
and B ucha rin  to  ju s t ify  the c r im in a l act 
aga inst comrade T ro ts k y  before the eyes o f 
the w ork ingc lass by using the fo rm e r pres­
tige  attached to  K la ra  Z e tk in ’s name.

ian A rab  to ld  me, “ words don’t  mean any­
th in g  any m ore.”

I t  seems th a t the A rab ian  un ited  fro n t 
is indeed realized. M y young speaker, a ll 
a -th rob  w ith  fa ith , said: “ We are 100,000, i t  
is as though we were one.”  In  any case, the 
w o rk in g  class is m arch ing  w ith  the others 
— and not in  the re a r: On November 2, there 
was a general p ro test s tr ike  aga inst the 
B a lfo u r decla ra tion  ( i t  was the day o f its  
a nn ive rsa ry ). I t  was no less general than  
th a t o f October 16, when the F rench steamer 
A ngkor, a rr iv in g  th a t m orn ing  a t Ja ffa , 
could find  ne ither a docker no r a boatman 
and had to take o ff  fo r B e iru t as i t  had 
come, w ith  its  cargo and its  passenges.

T h is  s tr ike  took place, e rro rs  except­
ed, to  pro test aga inst the condemnations 
th a t fo llow ed  the d is tu rbances: th ree to 
hang ing  and m any to ha rd  labor.

G enera lly  speaking, those who are in  
business are uneasy; n o t everyone can 
have the fine impetuousness o f m y young 
C h ris ta in  A rab : “ H ow  now,”  he said, "the y  
have created an u p roa r th roughou t the 
w o rld  over three hundred Jews k ille d . B u t 
w h a t are three hundred Jews? In  the f irs t  
place we have had ju s t as m any dead, and 
then, d u rin g  the w ar, when there  were a ll 
those vctm s, and boats w ith  1,600 people 
on board were sunk, they said: I t ’s no th ­
ing. W ell?

To be sure, those who are owners do 
n o t view m atte rs  so ph ilosoph ica lly . W hat 
is go ing to happen? W il l  T e l-A v iv  (the 
m ost im p o rta n t of the Jew ish c ities  b u ilt  
by the Z ion is ts) soon look lik e  the Greek 
qu a rte r n  Sm yrna (razed by the T u rks  
in  1921 when they drove the Greek a rm y 
back to  the sea), a vast fie ld  o f cinders 
and crum bled w a lls , w h ile  ancient Jaffa, 
lik e  the T u rk ish  qu a rte r o f M oun t Pagus 
a t Sm yrna, continue^ to be based on the 
m ounta in , sa tis fied  w ith  its  enorm ous; p ic ­
turesque, squalid, g racious and e te rna l 
w a lls?  Yes, i t  is more durab le  in  the h igh  
c ity  w here the boatmen live  w ith  its  la ­
b y r in th s  o f streets, b lin d  alleys, ha lf-a rches 
and loop-holes than  in  the w h o lly  modern 
and n o t unseem ly— re a lly !—b u ild in g s  of 
T e l-A v iv  w here they engage in  esthetics, 
in  hygiene and o ther tr if le s . The ca p ita l­
is ts  are  ce rta in ly  id io ts : They fo rm  lea­
gues aga inst tubercu los is  . . . and condemn 
people to to il and in  a coun try  reb e lling  
aga inst im peria lism , whose f ir s t  action w il l  
be to raze a ll im p e r ia lis t rem inders, they 
give lo ts  o f a tten tion  to seeing th a t the 
houses have enough openings, and are 
separated and a ired on a ll  fo u r sides!

Does the com parison w ith  the events in  
A sia  M ino r astonish you? Not a t a ll. In  
both cases, E ngfiland  tr ie d  to achieve the 
co lon iza tion  o f people in  a p o lit ic a lly  h igh ­
ly  developed A s ia tic  nation. In  the f ir s t  
instance i t  acted th rough  an in te rm ed ia ry  
(the Greeks), th is  tim e i t  is doing the 
th in g  by itse lf. The difference is very 
sm all. W ha t may be asked is w hy on th is  
N o rthe rn  side o f the Suez Canal i t  has 
recourse to  the fo rm u la  o f co lon iz ing  peo­
ple, Is  i t  because o f the ve ry  bad p o lit i­
ca l resu lts  produced on the Southern side 
iz in g  exp lo ita tion?  I t  is probab ly the most 
by the opposite fo rm u la  o f co lon - 
serious reason, fo r  i t  is obviously  necessary 
to  “ create a Jew ish hom eland”  
and th a t o f re le iv in g  oneself 
o f one’s Jews” . B u t w hatever the reason 
m ay be, the re su lt w i l l  ve ry probab ly be 
p it i fu l :  The people o f Palestine are under 
the im pression th a t the E gyptians w i l l  soon 
be e n tire ly  liberated, and they have no 
hankering  to replace them  as guarians of 
the Canal.

In  any case, these facts about Palestine 
are ve ry  in te re s tin g  fo r  us: Since the an­
ti- im p e r ia lis t m ovement broke ou t in  the 
w o rld , i t  is the f i r s t  tim e tha t, w ith o u t an 
o ffic ia l w ar, i t  affected colonized people.

Palestine, October 30, 1929.
J. PERA.

<P
Before the Capitulation 
of Bucharin

*You have acted co rre c tly  in  s ign ing 
the decla ra tion  o f the Saratov comrades 
(R akovsky and o thers). B u t th is  declara­
tio n  m ust become a po in t o f departu re  fo r  
the s trugg le  and does no t s ig n ify  m ark in g  
tim e o r decamping. The fo rm u la  o f the 
“ Kerenskyism  upside dow n”  is now ap­
p lied  m ore than  ever. The s itu a tio n  ap­
pears to  me as fo llo w s : The present p o li­
cy w i l l  n o t keep up fo r  long. H ere  is 
how  its  im m ediate tasks present them -

•T h is  le tte r  was addressed to comrade 
T ro tsky .

selves: a) a n ih ila te  B ucharin  and h is h ig h  
ly  placed fr iends; b) pump the m axim um  
o f g ra in  by ex trao rd ina ry  measures in  the 
coun try. Both are necessary so as to  be 
able to  stradd le  the B u ch a rin is t horse) 
th a t is, leave elbow room to the posses­
sors o f g ra in  and t r y  to regu la te  the g ra in  
m arke t w ith  the funds created by the ex­
tra o rd in a ry  measures. B u t none o f th is  
p lan  can be executed: the  pressure o f 
the possessors o f g ra in , the K u laks, w i l l  
o u ts trip  the development o f the S ta lin is t 
maneuvers. Thence the hysteria , the 
cramps and the im potence th a t character­
ized the measures taken aga inst Buchar- 
in ’s fac tion. I t  is no t fo r  no th ing  th a t the 
J u ly  P lenum  did not take place. The S ta l­
in is ts  themselves are a fra id  o f the ins ta ­
b il i ty  o f the s itua tion  they have created. 
The November P lenum  can have a great 
im portance. One cannot fa il to  note in  pas­
sing th a t a lthough  the in te rv a l o f tw o  
years since the F ifteen th  Congress is com­
in g  to  a close, no one up to  now whispers 
a w ord about the S ixteenth Congress. Th is  
in te rv a l o f tw o years s t i l l  seems to be too 
b rie f. In  any case, the S ixteenth Congress 
w i l l  no t be convoked u n t il i t  can be placed 
before accomplished facts.

I f  the a n n ih ila tio n  o f the R ig h t is  no t 
accomplished before the necessity m atures 
fo r a re tre a t by the apparatus before the 
K u la k , then i t  seems to me th a t a recon­
c ilia tio n  between the S ta lin is ts  and the  
R ig h t is no t excluded. S ta lin  can ve ry  
easily take a step tow ards B ucha rin  by 
d isavow ing one o f h is  subordinates. I t  
is qu ite  possible. One can im agine the 
enthusiasm  i t  w ould arouse among the 
Therm ido rians in  and out o f the P arty , 
and how the confusion among the func­
tionaries w ou ld  increase fu rth e r. These 
la tte r, who are a lready su ffic ie n tly  w orn  
out, w ould  lik e  ve ry  much to  take a rest. 
There are  even some among them  who 
dream o f seeing Kamenev and Z inoviev d is­
posed to make peace w ith  the R ig h t w ing. 
The s ign ifican t silence o f these tw o  supports 
th e ir  hope.

The po in t o f departure  taken by the 
T h irte e n th  Congress (1923) in  economic 
questions was e n tire ly  correct. I f  devel­
opments had fo llow ed th is  line , we w ould  
not have the present m onstrous economic 
con trad ic tions w h ich  h it  the w o rk in g  class 
hardest, a rousing its  d iscontent. B u t the 
position  o f 1923 was fo llow ed by the z ig­
zag o f 1925 and o f the b ru ta l tu rn  o f the 
bureaucracy in  1928-29. As a re s u lt we 
fin d  ourselves w ith o u t the s ligh tes t so lid  
p o lit ic a l position  to solve our economic 
task. The bare fo rm u lae  o f the five  year 
p lan  give no so lu tion . I t  is necessary to  
have good re la tions between the P a rty  and 
the class, between the p ro le ta r ia t and the 
poor and m iddle peasants. A  new p o lit ic a l 
o rien ta tio n  is  ind ispensable; fo r  th a t the 
P a rty  m ust be delivered from  the fe tte rs  
around its  hands and feet. U nder the 
present cond itions, the R ig h t w in g  is  au­
to m a tica lly  re in fo rced  in  the obective pro­
cess. W e can s trengthen ourselves on ly  
on the basis o f a co rrec t and pub lic  estim a­
tio n  o f the w hole process w ith  a ll its  con­
trad ic tions .

A  c r it ic a l apprecia tion  m ust be g iv ­
en of the present p o lit ic a l s itua tion, w ith  
a l l  its  new fea tures: I t  is a task th a t hard ­
ly  brooks delay, above a ll fo r the m o b ili­
za tion o f the w o rke r Communists. A  sm all 
p a rt o f the O pposition ists who signed the 
decla ra tion  o f comrade Rakovsky are per­
haps disposed to aw a it passively a fte r th is  
declara tion, the subsequent development o f 
the strugg le  in  order, a fte rw ards, in  s i­
lence o r by renunc ia tion  o f th e ir  ideas w ith  
“ deference” , to  be “ inse rted ”  in to  the 
Party . We cannot, and we w il l  never 
be able to  m arch along w ith  these ele­
ments. There is a movement to  the L e ft 
in  the P a rty  and in  the class. B u t i t  is 
possible to en ter in to  th is  m ovement on ly  
over the heads o f the present leaders o f 
the P arty . In  o rde r th a t the p ro le ta rian  
masses should n o t tran s fo rm  th e ir  loss 
o f confidence in  the present leaders in to  
a loss o f confidence in  the revo lu tio n  i t ­
self, a pub lic  estim ation  before the whole 
P a rty  o f the past w o rk  o f the present lead­
ership is necessary.
October 19, 1929. R.

*  *

The S ixteenth Congress is no t spoken 
o f yet. The pu rg ing  o f the P a rty  is no 
longer dw e lt upon ve ry  much, fo r  a t its  
conclusion “ a ffa irs ”  were uncovered in  
Len ingrad , Ivanovo, T ve r and in  m any 
o ther places. I t  is  s t i l l  ano ther p roo f—  
perhaps the m ost s tr ik in g  and the most 
convinc ing— th a t a l l  the measures o f Cen- 

Continued on Page 2



Page 4 T H E  M I L I T A N T Saturday, December 7, 1929 Saturday, December 7, 1929 T H E  M I L I T A N T Page 5

Continued from Page 1 
not directed against America, that Is, that 
the relation ot forces does not change to 
its disadvantage.

The semi-official organ, of MacDon­
ald, the Dally Herald, wrote on Septem­
ber 10 that the idea of the United States 
of Europe was "grotesque" and even a pro­
vocation. I f  this fantasy were realizable, 
Europe would erect an enorous customs 
w all against America and the result would 
be that Great Britain would And Itself 
between the vice chaps of the two continents. 
That is how the Dally Herald argued, ask­
ing, in  addition, how It would be possible 
to  obtain aid from America under such 
conditions. “To act in this way would be 
Insanity or worse." That Is frank enough.

Practically, no one knows just what 
the United States of Europe means exact­
ly. For Stresemann. it  is reduced to a 
unification of money . . . and postage 
stamps. That's a bit thin. JBriand pro­
poses to “study” the problem, though what 
It  consists of no one knows exactly.

The fundamental program of unifica­
tion must have an economic character, not 
only commercial but also Involving pro­
duction. I t  would be necessary so that 
artific ial barriers no longer separate Iron  
from coal; the system of electrification  
needs to be given the possibility of devel­
oping In conformity with natural and econ­
omic conditions and not w ithin the fron­
tiers of the Versailles treaty; all the ra il­
way lineB of Europe must be united Into 
a  single system, etc. A ll this would be 
unthinkable without the previous suppres­
sion of customs frontiers w ith in  Europe 
and that would mean further a European 
customs union against America.

There can be no doubt that If  the ous- 
toms barriers were battered down, capital­
ist Europe, after a period of crises of re­
grouping and adaptation, would attain a 
higher level on a new basis of the redi- 
vitlon of productive forces. Just as big en­
terprises, thanks to certain economic con­
ditions, have the advantage over smaller 
ones. But what we have yet to Bee la 
the small entrepreneur giving up his place 
voluntarily. To make himself master of 
the market, the big capitalist must first 
of a ll ruin the small one. I t  is the same 
thing with states. Customs barriers are 
raised only because they are advantageous 
and necessary for one national bourgeoisie 
to the detriment of another, regardless of 
the fact that the development of Industry 
as a whole is retarded.

Since the time of the convocation by 
the League of Nations of an economic con­
ference that was to have established the 
reign of free trade In Europe, customs 
tariffs have been steadily raised. Today, 
the English government proposes a two 
year “customs vacation", that is for the 
next two years the existing tariffs may 
not be Increased. Such would be the mod­
est guarantees of the United States of 
Europe. But even that is still only a 
project.

To defend these constantly heightened 
customs wallB, there stand ready national 
armies that have also been increased in 
comparison w ith  the pre-war level.*

The general expenditures of m ilitar­
ism (land, naval and aerial) by the five 
greatest powers have grown In the last 
three years from 22,170,009,000 to $2,292,- 
000,000. These figures suffice to show 
whiat value each national bourgeoisie of 
the th irty  countries of Europe Bets by 
its customs wall. I f  a big capitalist must 
ru in  a smaller one, then a nation must 
crush a weaker one In order to tear down 
the ta r iff wall that protects It.

By comparing present-day Europe with  
the old Germany— where dozens of prin­
cipalities had their customs frontiers—  
Stresemann endeavored to find In the uni­
fication of Germany the symbol of the 
economic federation of Europe and the 
world. I t  is not a bad analogy. But 
Stresemann only forgot to add that in or­
der to be unified on a national basis, Ger­
many was compelled to go through a revo­
lution (1848) and three wars (1864, 1866 
an<l 1870)— without counting the wars of 
the Reformation. In  addition, even now, 
after the "republican" revolution of 1918, 
German Austria remains outside of Ger­
many. Under such circumstances, it  is 
hard to believe that a few diplomatic

•Before the war. Great B ritain  »pent 
1287,000,000 on its fleet. Today It  spends 
$270,000,000. The fleet of the United 
States cost $130,000,000 in 1913. Today: 
$864,000,000. For Japan, the same expendi­
ture hjas risen from $48,000,000 to $127,- 
000,000, that is, almost trebled. I t  is un­
derstandable that the Ministers ot Finance 
begin to feel seasick in  this flood.

breakfasts w ill be enough for the economic 
unification of all the nations of Europe.

2. Disarmament a la American
Alongside the problem of unifying  

Europe, that of the reduction of arma­
ments has lust been put on the order ot 
the day. MacDonald has declared that the 
road ot gradual disarmament Is the surest 
way of guaranteeing eternal peace. That 
Is how a pacifist confutes us. I f  a ll the 
countries disarmed, it  would obviously be 
a serious guarantee for peace. But such 
disarmament is excluded in the same way 
as the voluntary destruction ot the cus­
toms walls. A t the present time, there 
Is only one great power in Europe that Is 
really disarmed. But Its disarmament was 
accomplished only as a result of a war by 
which Germany also tried to "unify Eu­
rope" under Its domination.

The question of “gradual disarma­
ment," it it is examined closely, assumes 
the aspect of a tragic farce. In place of 
disarmament, the cessation of armaments 
Is first substituted, in order to end fin­
ally In pnrity of the fleets of the United 
States and England. A t present, this 
"aim" seems bound to be the great guar­
antee of peace. That amounts to saying 
that the regulating of revolvers is the 
surest way to suppress dueling. To de­
cide the matter, it  would nather be neces­
sary to view it In the opposite sense. The 
fact that the two greatest naval powers hag­
gle so furiously for a few thousand tons, 
clearly shows that each of them Is trying  
to assure Itself In advance, by diplomatic 
means, the most advantageous position 
in the coming m ilita ry  conflict.

W hat, however, does the creation of 
“equality" between the American and Eng­
lish fleets represent from the point of view

The special 1st, par excellence, of the 
D aily  W orker In the exposure of a ll devia­
tions and the campaign against "renegades", 
is E arl R. Browder. That Browder has 
other alms in mind than merely lying about 
the Opposition In his articles Is something 
that we w ill leave for another occasion.

As the unfortunate readers of the Dally  
W orker already know, the Stalinists have 
been making the most grotesque efforts to 
“prove" that the Lovestone Right wing and 
the Communist Opposition are one and the 
same thing, have an identical program, 
sim ilar alms, and are merely a couple of 
trenches in the big Imperialist front, rang­
ing from Hoover to Trotsky, to crush the 
mighty ever-growing Communist P arty  of 
the United States. The labored arguments 
made to prove this contention, if laid end 
to end, or even side by side, would reach 
from Union Square to the Krem lin.

We w ill consider here only one exam­
ple of the dazzling brilliance of Browder's 
analyses and the profundity of his M arx­
ism and dialectic. In  the Daily W orker of 
November 27, 1929, he concludes his “with- 
erlngly ironical” article on "The Renegade 
United Front Against the Revolutionary 
Unions" with the following "crushing" 
comment:

“Lovestone does not yet admit the iden­
tity  of hts program with that of the other 
renegades, but still keeps on his camouflage 
Cannon admits it. but explains that he 
stands for the Same thing for different 
motives. One of the rarest gems of T ro t­
skyist casultry yet produced in  America Is 
the resu lt Through the pen of Shar ltm an  
he writes:

‘" H is  (Lovestone's) demand may appear 
superficially to be sim ilar to ours. B u t.. . .  
when we demand Party democracy o r a 
correct trade union policy It  Is for the pur­
pose of strengthening the working class 
Bolshevik elements In the movement. When 
It  Is demanded by Lovestone, it  is for the 
purpose of gaining free play for Interests 
alien to the working class.

‘Accepting the complete correctness of 
the description of Lovestone's aim as that 
of ‘gaining free play for Interests alien to 
the working class,' we leave it  to the meta­
physicians and mystics to explain how the 
purity of the Intentions ( ! )  of the T ro t­
skyists make their common program with  
that same Lovestone any less Injurious to 
the workers."

I t  Is not metaphysics or mysticism that 
explains this, but simply Marxism. That 
Browder cannot fathom It  at a ll— or does he 
not want to?— Is because his training, like  
that of Foster, consisted In the study ot 
Lester F  W ard nstead ot Marx.

No, It  Is not our “purity of Intentions"

of the International situation? I t  means 
the establishment of a great ''inequality" 
between them— In Am erica’s tevor. And that 
is understood perfectly by a ll the serious 
participants In this game, above all by the 
Admiralltles of London and Washington. 
I t  they preserve silence on these matters, 
i t  Is only out of diplomatic tim idity. But 
we have no reason to Imitate them.

A fter the experience of the last war. 
there Is no one who does not understand 
that the next war to set the titans ot the 
world by the ears w ill be at once long in 
preparation and In duration and not light­
ning like. The issue w ill be determined by 
the respectve powers of production of the 
two camps. This means that the war fleets 
of the powers w ill not only be supplemen­
ted and renewed, but In great measure, 
created in the very course of the whr.

We have seen the extraordinary place 
occupied by the German submarines In the 
m ilitary  operations during the third year of 
the war. We have seen how England and 
America, in the very course of the war, 
created gigantic new armies and arma­
ments, Infinitely superior to the old armies 
of the European continent. I t  follows that 
the soldiers, sailors, cruisers, cannons, 
tanks and airplanes existing at the out­
break of hostilities only constitute a point 
ot departure. The decisive problem w ill 
depend upon the measure In which the 
given country w ill be able to create, under 
the enemy’s fire, cruisers, cannons, soldiers 
and sailors. Even the czarist government 
was able to prepare, at the beginning of 
the war, a certain reserve. But what was 
above Its power was to create a new one In 
the battle.

For England , In case of war with 
America, there is but one theoretical con­
dition of success: That It  be capable ot 
assuring, before the outbreak of war, a

that distinguishes us from the Right wing, 
although that too, despite Browder’s thin 
sarcasm, plays Its part. The difference 
lies more deeply rooted than that. The 
Marxist learns to brush aside a ll super­
ficial and apparent phenomena and to seek 
for explanation and analysis in class rela­
tions, in cIbbs composition of a movement, 
Its class alms and program, its origin and 
Its deeds. A ll this doesn't exist for Brow­
der. H is dialectic is of that over-simplified 
high school type which argues: Lovestone 
Is for Party democracy; Trotsky says he is 
for Party democracy; Tammany H a ll 
appears on the ballot as the Democratic 
Party; therefore, there Is no difference be­
tween Lovestone, Trotsky and Jimmie W alk ­
er. Quod erat demonstratum.

Since “ purity of intentions" have noth­
ing to do w ith  the question, we w ill apply 
Browder's penetrating logic to other fields.

Mlissollni runs a dictatorship In Ita ly ; 
the Communists run one In Russia; there­
fore, there Is no difference between Fasc­
ism and Communism. (The “logic of K aut- 
sky— and Browder.) The German fascists 
oppose Trotsky'8 admission to Germany; so 
do the German Stallnltes; therefore, there 
Is no difference between Thaelm&nn and 
H itler. (The “logic" of H ilferdlng— and 
Browder.) A t a recent meeting of the Par­
ty Secretariat, Browder, Johnstone end 
Dunne demanded that the Party and Left 
wing policy of staying at work If  Schles- 
Inger calls his strike be reversed; the M il­
itan t also demanded a reversal ot this stu­
pid policy, and Browder, Johnstone and 
Dunne were accused by Fpster and Bedacht 
of using the same arguments as the M il­
itant (weren't you, Browder?); therefore. 
Browder Is a counter-revolutionary T ro t­
skyist (The "logic" of Lovestone, Foster 
—and Browder.) Browder voted (we hope) 
against Jimmie W alker for Mayor; Thomas 
voted against him ; La Gaurdla voted again­
st him ; Enright voted against him ; Love­
stone voted against him ; so did we;' there­
fore, says James Browde'r W alker, there Is 
a conspiracy and a united front against 
me ranging from Enrtgbt-Thomas-LaGaurdla 
through to Browder-Lovestone-Trotsky.

For, does not that tombstone to M arx­
ism, Browder, Inform us that “I t  Is true 
that the renegades all have the same pro­
gram In essentials, especially on the practi­
cal questions. This reflects an underlying 
unity of theory?”

The mechanical empiricism of Lester 
Ward is hard to unlearn. We w ill grant 
that to Browder. But should not the Party  
see to It  that Marxism la taught Its spokes­
men Instead of Inflicting upon us the views 
of an unregenerate W ardlte who argues and 
makes analyses like a befoozled liberal?

technlco-m llitary preponderance In order 
to balance off to a certain extent the Incom­
parable technical and economic preponder­
ance of the United States. The equaliza­
tion of the two fleets before the w ar means 
that from the very first months of the war, 
America w ill have an Incontestable advan­
tage. Not for nothing did America threat­
en a few years ago to turn out cruisers In 
an emergency like so many pancakes.

In  the negotiations ot Hoover and Mac­
Donald, I t  Is not a question of disarmament 
or even the lim itation of naval armaments: 
I t  is solely a question of rationalising the 
preparation of war. The type of ships Is 
becoming obsolete. A t prfesent, when the 
great experience of the war and the flood of 
Inventions It le t loose are Improved only 
for m ilitary  needs and usage, the delay in  
eliminating various kinds of arms of m ili­
tary technique w ill be Infinitely briefer than 
before 1914. Consequently, the main part 
of the fleet can be revealed to be obsolete 
even before it  has bee» put into action. 
Under such conditions. Is there any sense in  
accumulating ships In advance? Rational­
ization in this m atter requires having such 
a fleet as is necessary in the first period ot 
the war and which, up to that point, can 
serve as a laboratory for testing and exper­
imenting with new Inventions and discover­
ies, In view of the fact that in the period of 
war it would be necessary to pass over to 
standardized construction and production 
in series. A ll the great powers feel more 
or less Interested in the "regulation" of 
armaments, especially the very costly naval 
armamentB. But destiny has transformed 
this "regulation” -into the greatest preroga­
tive o f the economically strongest coun­
try.

D uring these last years, the war and 
navy departments of the United States 
have applied themselves to adapting the 
entire American Industry to the needs of 
the coming war. Schwab, one of the mag­
nates of m aritim e war Industry, concluded 
his speech to the W ar College a short time 
ago with the following words: “I t  must 
be made clear to you that war in the pres­
ent period must be compared with a great 
big industrial enterprise."

The French Im perialist press, naturally. 
Is doing a ll it  can to incite America 
against England. In  an article devoted to 
the naval accord, Le Temps writes that 
parity of the fleets by no means signifies 
the equalization of sea power, since Am er­
ica cannot even dream of securing naval 
hases comparable to those which England 
has held for centuries. The British naval 
bases give It  an incontestable advantage. 
But the accord on the parity of the two 
fleets, in case it  is concluded, w ill not be the 
last word of the United States. Its first 
demand Is “ freedom of the seas", that is, 
a regime that w ill appreciably lim it Great 
Britain's utilization of its naval bases. 
The second: “The open door”, is o f no 
less importance; under this slogan, Am er­
ica w ill raise not only China but alBO In ­
dia and Egypt against British domination. 
America w ill conduct Its expedition against 
the British bases not on sea but on 
land, that is, across the colonies and dom­
inions of Great Britain. America w ill put 
Its war fleet Into action when the situation 
is ripe enough for it. Of course a ll this is 
music of the future. But this future is 
not separated from us by centuries, nor 
even by decades. Le Temps need not be 
uneasy. The United 8tates w ill take over 
piece-meal a ll that can be taken in mor­
sels, changing the relation ot forces In a ll 
fields— technical, commercial, financial, 
m ilitary— to the disadvantage of its prin­
cipal rival, and it w ill not lose sight of 
the latter's exceptional naval bases for 
a single Instant.

The American press has spoken scorn­
fu lly  of the British acclaim of Snowden 
when he wrested twenty m illion dollars at 
the Hague Conference to England's profit, 
that is, a sum that the American tourists 
spend for their cigars. Is Snowden the 
victor? asked the New York Tim es! "No! 
The real victor i6 the Young Plan.” 
that Is, American finance capital. Thanks 
to the Bank of International Settlements, 
the Young Plan gives America the possi­
b ility  of holding Its hand firm ly  on the 
golden pulse of Europe. From the finan­
cial Irons forged on Germany's feet, there 
extend strong chains which fetter the 
hands of France, the feet of Ita ly , and the 
neck of Britain. MacDonald, who is now 
fu lfilling  the duties of keeper to the Bri­
tish lion, points w ith pride to the collar 
and calls It  the best Instrument ot peace. 
Just think: To attain this aim. It  was 
enough for America to give Its "magnani­
mous aid" to Europe so that it  might li­
quidate the w ar and to consent to equalize 
Its fleet w ith  that of the weaker Britain.

Browder’s Dazzling «Logic»

3. The Imperialist Dictatorship 
of America

Since 1923, 1 had to conduct a strug­
gle to have the leadership of the Commun­
ist International consent, finally, to take 
notice of the existence of the United States 
and to understand that Anglo-American 
antagonism constitutes the fundamental 
line of the groupings and conflicts In the 
world. This was considered a heresy even 
at the time of the F ifth  Congress of the 
C. I. (middle of 1924). I  was accused of 
exaggerating, of enlarging the role of Amer­
ica. A legend was conceived according to 
which I  had prophesied the disappearance 
of European antagonisms in the face of the 
American peril. Ossinsky, Larin  and others 
smeared up not a little  paper In order to 
"dethrone" powerful America. Radek, fol­
lowing the bourgeois journalist, affirmed 
that an epoch of Anglo-American collabora­
tion Is ahead of us, confusing temporary 
and eposodlc relations with the essence of 
world developments.

L ittle  by little , however, America was 
“recognized" by the official leadership of 
the Communist International which began 
to repeat my formulae of yesterday, not 
falling, of course, to add each time that 
the Opposition exaggerates the role of 
America. The correct estimation of Amer­
ica was at that time, as Is known, the ex­
clusive prerogative of Pepper and Love­
stone.

From the moment when the orientation  
to the Left was established, the reserva­
tions disappeared. Now It is obligatory 
upon the official theoreticians to predict 
that England and America are moving 
Inevitably towards war. On this subject 
I  wrote, some time in February of last 
year, to the deported comrades: "The An­
glo-American antagonism Is at last serious­
ly recognized. I t  seems that Stalin and 
Bucbarln are beginning to understand 
what It  is a ll about. Nevertheless, our 
(Papers are simplifying the problem too 
much when they picture the situation as 
I f  Anglo-American antagonisms were be­
coming continuously aggravated and must 
lead to war right away. There Is no doubt 
that there w ill still be a few crises in 
the course of Its development. W ar would 
be a too dangerous business now for the 
two rivals. They w ill still make many ef­
forts to come to an understanding and 
make peace. But at the end of a ll this 
there is a bloody denouement towards 
which they are proceeding with great 
strides."

The present stage assumes anew the 
aspect of a m ilitary  “collaboration” be­
tween America and England, and even 
some French journals fear to see the rise 
of an Anglo-Saxon dictatorship. I t  is evi­
dent the United States can utilize, and 
w ill utilize, their "collaboration" with Eng­
land to hold Japan and France In check 
with the same bridle. But all thlB w ill 
be a stage not towards an Anglo-Saxon 
domination but towards an American dic­
tatorship weighing down on the world. 
Including Great Britain.

In  this connection, the leaders of the 
Communist International may repeat that 
I  see no other perspective than the tr i­
umph of American capital. The petty 
bourgeois theoreticians of Populism like­
wise accused the Marxists of always con­
juring  up the victory of capitalism. These 
accusations are worthy of each other. 
When we say that America Is moving to­
wards world domination, It  does not at 
a ll mean that this domination w ill be en­
tire ly  realized In fact, nor that, even 
should It be realized In one measure or 
another, It  w ill last for centuries or even 
decades. I t  Is only a question of the his­
torical tendency which, In rea lity, w ill 
change aspect, find itself outstripped, in 
order to make way for other historical ten­
dencies. Were the caultallst world able to 
exist for decades w ithout revolutionary  
convulsions, then these decades would be 
Incontestable indications of the American 
world dictatorship. But the m atter lies pre­
cisely In  this: T hat this process w ill deve­
lop Its own contradictions that w ill be added 
to all the other contradictions of the capi­
talist system. America w ill force Europe to 
strive towards an even greater rationalization  
and at the same time it  w ill leave Europe on­
ly an ever more reduced part of the world 
m arket A steady aggravation of the d if­
ficulties In  Europe w ill result. The com­
petition of the European powers for this 
reduced part of the world m arket w ill be­
come unavoidably keener. At the same time 
time, the European powers, under the 
pressure of America, w ill endeavor to 
coordinate their forces. T hat la the fun­
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damental source of Brland’s program. 
Whatever the various stages of develop­
ment may be. one thing Is clear: The 
growing disruption of the international 
equilibrium In favor of America w ill be the 
essential source of all the irises and rev­
olutionary convulsions In Europe In the 
coming period. Whoever considers that 
capitalist stabilization Is assured for dozens 
of years understands nothing of the world 
situation and w ill inevitably sink, hide and 
hair, Into the swamp of reformism.

I f  the question Is to be viewed from the 
way It  presents itself on the other side 
of the Ocean, that Is, from the standpoint 
of the fate of the United States, It is seen 
that here too the perspectives epened up 
do not at a ll resemble a peaceful capitalist 
idyl.

Up to the war, the power of the United 
States grew on the basis of the home 
market. In conformity with a dynamic 
equilibrium between industry and agricul­
ture. The war brought forward a sharp 
crisis in this development. The Unit­
ed States exports capital and manufact­
ured goods in ever greater proportions. 
The growth of the world power of the 
United States means that the whole sys­
tem of American Industry and banking—  
that gigantic capitalist skyscraper—bases 
Itself in an increasing degree upon the 
foundations of world economy. But this 
foundation Is sapped and the United States 
continues to sap It day by day. By ex­
porting merchandise, capital, by building  
a fleet, by squeezing England, by buy­
ing up the most important enterprises In 
Europe, In making a way for Itself in 
China and elsewhere. United S ates f i­
nance capital is with Its own hands dig­
ging cellars under its own foundations 
where powder and dynamite are accumu­
lating. Where w ilt the ligh t be put 
to the wick? In  Asia, In Europe, or in 
South America? or what Is most probable, 
In various places at one time. That Is a l­
ready a secondary question.

I t  Is unfortunate that the present 
leadership of the Communist Internation-

The future historian of the movement, 
In thumbing over the numbers of the In ter­
national Press Correspondence for example, 
w ill be impressed by this astounding fact: 
‘T ro tskyism ” has been killed, has been 
revived, has decayed, was born again, be­
came a corpse and disintegrated, came to 
life  again, and went through sim ilar rein­
carnations litera lly  dozens of times.

I t  has been alternately characterized 
and condemned as 1. A Right wing devia­
tion; 2. A Left wing deviation; 3. A Cen­
trist deviation; 4. The product of pessim­
ism 5. The product of Impatience; 6. The 
expression of the middle peasantry; 7. The 
expression of the labor aristocracy; 8. The 
result of Kulak pressure; 9. The reflection 
of the declassed workers; 10. The agency 
of foreign imperialism; 11. A  tendency to­
wards syndicalism; 12. An Inverted social- 
reformism: 13. An under-estimation (or 
over-estimation) of the middle (or poor or 
rich) peasantry; and so on ad Infinitum. 
In  fact there Is no tendency or class or sec­
tion ot a class that has not found Itself 
expressed at one time or another, in one 
way or another, by socalled Trotskyism!

So that this corpse of Trotskyism, in 
which the spirits of every class and stra­
tum in society was embodied, has become 
the most remarkable political “carcass" 
that history has ever known— that is, for 
those mutton-heads whose gospel is con­
tained In the editorial and news columns 
of the D ally  W orker and Its replicas in 
every country. Announcements on the 
“final decay of Trotskyism” have now be­
come as regular and meaningless In the 
official Stalinist press as Its proclamations 
ot the mass movements organized by the 
Party. And this is so because the real dis­
integration of socalled Trotskyism would 
mean the disintegration of the foundations 
of the international • Communist movement 
with which It  Is synonymous.

Now comes the Revolutionary Age 
(No. 3) with an article by W. Herberg  
consisting of a fact or two, a few half facts, 
and a number of Ilea patched together to 
prove that

"The Trotskyist movement all over the 
world Is In a state of severe crisis. Polit­
ical confusion reigns everywhere and organ­
izational disintegration Is already In an 
advanced s ta g e ....T h e  forces of disinteg­
ration of the official Trotskyist movement 
come from two directions.. .  .The crisis

al is totally Incapable of following a ll the 
stages of this development. I t  buries the 
basic facts under an avalanche of com­
monplaces. Even the pacifist agitation 
made over the United States of Europe 
took It  by surprise.

4. The Soviet United States 
of Europe

The question of the U .S . of Europe re­
garded from the proletarian a r'.ndpoint, 
was raised by us In September 1914, that 
Is, at the very beginning of the war. In  
the pamphlet, The W ar and the Interna­
tional, the author of these lines sought to 
demonstrate that the unification of Eu­
rope was undeniably put in the foreground 
by its entire economic development but 
that the United States of Europe was In ­
conceivable except as the political form of 
the revolutionary dictatorship of the Eu­
ropean proletariat.

In  1923, when the occupation of the 
Ruhr posed anew, in an acute form, the 
fundamental problems of European econ­
omy (prim arily  coal and iron ore) In con­
nection with the problem of the revolu­
tion, we succeeded In having the leader­
ship of the International adopt the slogan 
of the United States of Europe. But the 
attitude towards this slogan remained hos­
tile. Not being In a position to reject It, 
the leadership of the C. I. took the same 
attitude towards it  as to that abandoned 
child ‘'Trotskyism". A fter the defeat ot 
the German revolution In 1923, Europe 
lived the life of stabilization. The funda­
mental problems of the revolution disap­
peared from the order of the day. The slo­
gan of the United States ot Europe sank 
Into oblivion. I t  was not Included in the 
program of the C. I .  For this new zig­
zag, Stalin gave an explanation remarkable 
for its profundity: Since it is not known 
In what order the nations w ill make their 
proletarian revolution, it cannot be fore­
seen If  the United States of Europe w ill 
be necessary. In other words, this means

proceeds In fu ll blast" and so on and so 
forth.

Where is the crisis? What does It 
consist ot? How has Trotskyism disinteg­
rated? In  the answer to these questions 
is the only original—even If not very cle­
ver— contribution to the subject by Herberg. 
The disintegration of Trotskyism consists 
In nothing more nor less than the fact that 
. . . . “the revision which the principles of 
Leninism and the tine of the Comintern are 
now undergoing is taking place In the 
direction of the main ideas of Trotskyism.” 
The decay of Trotskyism lies in “the sur­
reptitious but wholesale appropriation of 
the leading political ideas of Trotskyism  
by the new leaders of the E. C. C. I."  
Make sense out of this if  you can!

Trotskyism Is decaying because it is 
supposed to have become the basis of the 
Comintern's line! I t  Is disintegrating be­
cause Its ideas, its main Ideas, are being 
appropriated by the leaders of the In ter­
national! In  the next issue of the Revolu­
tionary Age there must be an article to 
prove that the Democratic Party has de­
cayed because It recently won an election

It  is difficult to take such “analyst)” 
seriously, a  year ago, when It suited Love­
stone's factional purpose in the battle 
against Foster, be yelled himself hoarse 
about the "growing danger of Trotskyism”, 
in order to embarass Foster's claims to the 
precedence of the Right danger In the Par­
ty. Today, Trotskyism (In less than a year) 
has been sunk without a trace by Love­
stone and Herberg w ith  a simple wave of 
the wand. Tomorrow, as necessity requires 
they w ill revive it  or k ill It again.

Outside of the single ‘unique" contrib­
ution made to the subject by Lovestone- 
Herberg, there Is nothing at all original In 
this thousand and first proclamation of the 
decay of “Trotskylsm’M t is plagiarized a l­
most word for word from proclamations 
w ritten before. I t  Is not only fam iliar, but 
It Is getting monotonous. And we even 
know where Herberg's article was taken 
from: By actual comparlslon It is copied 
from the bound volumes of the In ternat­
ional Press Correspondence for the years 
1923, 1924, 1925, 1926 and 1927 which Love­
stone stole from us In bis burglary exped­
ition against the menace of the— at that 
time— “non-disintegrated” Trotskyism. We 
would appreciate the return of those vol­
umes!

that it  is easier to formulate a prognosis 
after the event than befor it. In  reality, 
I t  is not at all a question of the order In 
which the revolution w ill be roalized. 
There only suppositions are possible. But 
that does not relieve the European work­
ers or the International In general from  
the necessity of giving a precise reply to 
this question: How can European econ­
omy be snatched from its diffusion and 
how can the popular masses of Europe 
be saved from decay and servitude?

The misfortune is, .however, that the 
economic ground for the slogan of the 
United States of Europe Invalidates one 
of the fundamental ideas of the present 
program of the Comintern: the possibili­
ty  of building socialism In a single coun­
try.

The essential feature of our epoch 
consists in the fact that the productive 
forces have definitely passed beyond na­
tional frameworks, and have assumed pri­
m arily In America and in Europe, partly  
continental and pertly  world dimensions. 
The Im perialist war was born out of the 
contradictions between the productive forces 
and national frontiers. The final chapter 
of this war, the Versailles treaty, further 
accentuated these contradictions, in  other 
words, in face of the development of the pro­
ductive forces, capitalism cannot exist In a 
single country. Furthermore, socialism can 
and must base Itself upon ever more de­
veloped productive forces: otherwise it  
would present reaction and not progress 
in relation to capitalism. In  1914 we wrote: 
“I f  the problem of socialism could be 
solved within the frame-work of a national 
state. It  would thereby be compatible with  
national defense.” The term: Soviet 
United States of Europe expresses the Idea 
that socallsm is Impossible in a single 
country. I t  cannot even attain the fullness 
of its development within the lim its of a 
continent. The Socialist United States of 
Europe represents by Itself a stage of a 
historical slogan on the road to the social­
ist world federation.

I t  has happened more than once in his­
tory that when the revolution was not 
strong enough to settle historical prob­
lems. it was the reaction that occupied It ­
self with solving them. Thus, Bismarck 
with the unification of Germany after the 
failure of the 1848 revolution. Thus. Stoly- 
pln tried to solve the agrarian problem af­
ter the 1905 revolution. Thus, the Ver­
sailles victors solved the national question 
in their fashion, which a ll the previous 
bourgeois revolutions had shown them­
selves powerless to solve. The Germany 
of the Hohenzollerns endeavored to or­
ganize Europe in its fashion, that is, to 
unite it under Its helmet. That did not 
succeed. I t  was then that the victor Clem- 
enceau decided to utilize the victory In 
order to cut Europe into the greatest pos­
sible number of pieces. And now Briand, 
armed with needle and thread, is preparing 
to sew together the pieces in order to 
make a single piece, even If  he does not 
know what end to start with.

The leadership of the Communist In ­
ternational, and to an extent the leadership 
of the French Communist Party, are ex­
posing the hypocrisy of official pacifism. 
That alone Is insufficient To explain the 
course towards the unification of Europe 
solely by the preparation of war against 
the U. S. S. R. is lnfantallsm. not to say 
worse, and can only compromise the task 
of defending the Soviet Republic. The 
slogan of the United States of Europe Is 
not a cunning Idea of diplomacy. I t  
springs from the unavoidable economic 
needs of Europe which arise all the more 
acutely as the pressure of the United 
States makes Itself more imperiously felt. 
I t  Is especially now that the Communist 
Parties must counterpose the slogan of 
the Soviet United States of Europe to the 
pacifist comedy of the Imperialists.

But the Communist Parties have their 
hands bound. The living formula, w ith  Its 
great historical meaning, has been ex­
punged from the program of the Commun­
ist International solely In the Interests 
of the struggle against the Opposition. 
That is one more reason for the Opposi­
tion to take It up again and proclaim It  
with perseverance. W ith  It, the proletarian 
vanguard of Europe w ill say to Its pres­
ent masters: “To unify Europe, we must 
first of a ll wrest power from you. We 
w ill do I t  We w ill unify Europe. We 
w ill unify it against the enemy, and that 
enemy Is the capitalist world. We w ill 
make It  the imposing stronghold of m ili­
tant socialism. We w ill make It  the corner­
stone of the socialist federation of the 
world.”

October 4, 1929.

A  M ost Remarkable Corpse
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Is the A . F. of L. Becoming Progressive?
In  some respects the fo r ty -n in th  annu­

a l convention o f the A m erican  Federation 
o f Labor reflected the pressure o f g row ing  
w o rk in g  class d iscontent and o f developing 
economic conditions. B u t o n ly  to  the  ex­
te n t o f ta k in g  on a more pac ifis t face m ask­
in g  the same reactiona ry  polic ies w hich 
become ever more hostile  to  w o rk in g  class 
m ilita n c y  and progress. T h is  is w ha t the 
S oc ia lis t P a rty  and the lead ing M usteites 
g loa t over as the new born  “ p rogressiv ism ”  
o f the A. F. o f L.

C ha rac te ris tica lly , the convention ses­
sions w ere held in  the fashionable R oyal 
Y o rk  H ote l, non-un ion fro m  top to  bottom . 
(The re n t of the convention h a ll alone cost 
$60,000.) There was less heresy-hun ting  
than  usual because the  Com m unist “ menace’ 
a lw ays paraded in  the past before a f r ig h t ­
ened audience, has become w ith  the present 
g row ing  w o rk in g  class d iscontent, some­
th in g  to  be dea lt w ith  in  a m ore serious 
m anner. N ot th a t the audience changed. 
No, i t  was the same o ld  d iam ond-g lis ten ing  
fa t  boys p lay ing  the m aste r’s game, even 
to the extent o f heavy specu la tion on the 
stock m arke t o r on the curb. Perhaps 
m any o f them  are now preoccupied in  n u r­
s ing  b u rn t fingers received in  the la s t 
stock crash.

Lew is and W o ll to  the Bear
The tw o  usua lly  m ost m ilita n t  spokes­

men fo r  c a p ita lis t polic ies, conceded to be 
the rea l w ire  p u lle rs  behind the bap tis t 
Green, secre tly  and openly the m ost adored 
ones o f the p a y ro ll grigade, M athew W o ll 
and John L. Lew is, d id no t assume the com­
m anding pos ition  witnessed a t fo rm e r con­
ven tion  since the death o f the “ im m o rta l”  
Gompers. Lew is, in  the past a lw ays the 
b e llow ing  s ta r red-ba ite r, did n o t perfo rm . 
The fr ig h t fu l destruction  w ro ug h t by h im  
in  h is ow n un ion  ev iden tly  made i t  unw ise 
to  b r in g  h im  too m uch to  the fore . W o ll 
spoke in  somewhat softened tones o f how 
he had been m isunderstood in  the past, 
p a rt ic u la r ly  w ith  regards to  o ld  age pen­
sions. As a m a tte r o f fa c t he cla im ed to 
have a lways been in  favo r o f it .  H is  con­
nections w ith  the C iv ic  Federation, the 
h igh  ta r i f f  lobby, the employers campaign 
fo r  com pulsory a rb itra tio n , etc., were 
considered perhaps a l i t t le  too open. Some 
o f them  had incu rre d  the d ispleasure o f 
“ progressive”  ca p ita lis t po litic ians , libe ra ls , 
Professor Dewey, yes, and even the Social­
is t  P arty .

A nyw ay the convention showed a 
change o f face and o f pub lic  fro n t as re q u ir­
e d 'b y  present polic ies o f the b ig  employers 
and the  ca p ita lis t governm ent a t W ash­
ington, D. C. I t  gave more than  usual 
a tten tion  to the south because o f the 
general ca p ita lis t fea r o f the establish­
m ent o f unions there  under le f t  w in g  
leadership. I t  w ent on record fo r  old age 
pension law s to  be enacted by the various 
states. I t  p a rt ic u la r ly  u tilize d  the stereo­
typed phrases o f the ca p ita lis t press o f a 
h igh  standard o f l iv in g  fo r  labor, keeping 
up consumption, and co-operation in  m a in ­
ta in in g  p rosperity . Th is  to  soothe the g ro w ­
in g  d issa tis fac tion  o f the w orkers  w h ile  
ty in g  them  m ore e ffec tive ly  to  the m ur- 
deous speed-up, semi-company un ion  system.

Y et some o f the convention actions also 
re fle c t the pressure o f g row ing  w o rk in g  
class d iscontent and pressure fro m  sharp­
ening in d u s tr ia l conditions. The Executive 
C ouncil re p o rt ind icated the fea r o f g ro w ­
in g  technolog ica l unem ploym ent as i t  ca lls 
i t ,  m eaning w orkers  th ro w n  upon, the 
streets displaced by machines, and p a r t i­
c u la r ly  the fear o f rap id  disappearance o f 
trade s k il l  in  th is  m achine age. N a tu ra lly , 
th a t w ou ld  e lim ina te  any la s t excuse fo r  
c ra f t  un ion ism  and spells its  fin a l doom.

The Scripps E d ito r ia l
N oth ing, however, exqited the delegates 

as m uch as an ed ito ria l on the fa ilu re  of 
the A. F. o f L . published by the Scripps- 
H ow ard  cha in  o f newspapers on the second 
day o f the convention. The w e igh t o f its  
c r it ic is m  hung lik e  a p a ll over the ga the r­
ing . B lu n t ly  i t  projected the m iserable 
career o f the federation s ta ting  in  p a rt th a t 
i t  w i l l  have to rep o rt fa ilu re  to  make any 
gains in  membership, being now  below 3,- 
000,000 as compared to 5,000,000 and more 
In' 1920; fa ilu re  to  be a fa c to r in  the labo r 
aw akening in  the south; w ith  increasing  
technologica l unem ploym ent, fa ilu re  to  
ob ta in  a governm ent unem ploym ent o r o ld 
age pension system; the basic industries  
e n tire ly  unorganized and fa ilu re  to  devise 
a constructive  program  to  p reven t su ffe r­
in g  in  o ther industries , g ro w th  o f the a n ti 
labo r in ju n c tio n  e v il; handcu ffing  the 
unions and helplesness to  p ro tec t the r ig h ts  
o f the w orkers. Then a fte r  c it in g  th a t these 
th ings are happening in  the  m ost “ p ro ­
sperous”  coun try , the m ost “ enlightened 
democracy”  and b lam ing  both the coun try  
and the A. F. o f L . fo r  the w o rke rs ’ m isery

By Arne Swabeck
and the fa ilu re  to  get “ ju s tice ” , the e d ito r­
ia l queries:

“ B u t a fte r a l l  w ha t is the A. F. o f L.
fo r? ........... The tru th  is  the A. F. o f L. is
fa il in g  m ise rab ly  in  its  stewardship. E very 
year its  weakness is m ore apparent.

“ The southern te x tile  s itu a tio n  is a 
v iv id  example o f tha t fa ilu re , bu t i t  is  on ly  
one o f m any examples. F o r th ir ty  years the 
A. F. o f L . has ignored the fie ld  except fo r  
easy reso lu tions and a hand fu l o f o rgan iz­
ers. The job has been le ft  to  the Com­
m unists. W h ile  the h u n g ry  southern m il l  
hands are fac ing  alone the organized 
employers and hostile  a u tho ritie s , beaten 
by mobs and shot down by she riffs , the 
sleek A. F. o f L . o ffic ia ls  s it tw id d lin g  th e ir  
thum bs a t m ahogany desks in  W ashington 
o r are m aking  pa trio tee ring  speeches to the 
N ationa l S ecurity  League o r at W est Point.

“ The A. F. o f L . is accu ra te ly  described

Continued from  Page 1 
ta lis t  men o f a lm ost every know n  indus­
t r y  and trade, by bank presidents, e lec tric  
power heads, ra ilro a d  magnates, autom o­
b ile  barons, and others, to  show w h a t bus­
iness has in  m ind  to m a in ta in  “ Business 
as usua l” , stagger the im ag ina tion , cer­
ta in ly  those o f a laym an, and are m eant 
to  be im pressive and conclusive. The f ig ­
ures ru n  in to  b illio n s  o f d o lla rs  th a t are 
to  go fo r  construc tion , new a c tiv itie s  and 
increased p roduction  and m aintenance and 
repa irs  in  a lm ost any sphere o f produc­
tio n  th a t one could name. The d a ily  and 
o th e r papers and magazines are f il le d  each 
day w ith  these astronom ica l figu res and 
stupendous proposals th a t are to  be. B u t 
th e ir  weakness is th a t the p ro o f o f securi­
ty  they are supposed to  show are “ too con­
c lus ive ”  In  some respects. Even casual 
inspection o f these g igan tic  figu res  o r are 
¡supposed to, the im m ediate needs o f a 
g iven in d u s try  o r trade  i f  there  is n o t to  
be a collapse. Increaed figures are m eant 
fo r  rea liza tion , b u t o n ly  in  ra re  instances 
is  there  shown sp e c ifica lly  how the pa r­
t ic u la r  job  is  to  be accom plished: how  
m any w orkers , a t w ha t wages, w o rk in g  
hours, etc. The figu res sound grand—  
b u t are ho llow , so fa r  c e rta in ly  fo r  th a t 
w h ich  they are supposed to  portray ..

The New Y o rk  T imes is hopefu l o f 
H oover’s schemes, b u t by no means cer­
ta in . I t  says (12-1-29): “ I t  w i l l  be some 
tim e (how  much?) before the pro jected 
ou tlays by g rea t corpora tions can be made 
concrete in  actual employm ent. In  every 
case p re lim in a ry  studies w i l l  have to be 
made, b lu e -p rin ts  subm itted and each de­
ta i l  w orked  ou t.”  ( Is  th is  “ business as 
usua l” ?) M oreover; th is  m o b ility  o f la ­
bo r is  n o t in  ac tua l practice  so fac ile  as i t  
is  in  economic theory, so th a t tim e  m ust 
elapse before w orkers  who may be d is­
placed a t one p o in t can f in d  jobs a t an­
o ther. A p p a ren tly  M r. H oover h im se lf 
contem plates some such slow  ( ! )  devel­
opm ent o f h is  p lans.”

P ub lic  construction , however w ide the 
\program , does n o t e lim ina te  the features of 
t(he c a p ita lis t system th a t make fo r  re ­
c u rr in g  crashes. T rue , governors, sena­
to rs , businessmen, bankers, and also the 
A. F . o f L . fakers  m ay “ co-operate” . B ut 
th a t w i l l  n o t ca ry  on p roduction  unless’ 
p ro f it  is produced; w i l l  n o t h ire  labo r un- 
Ies there  is p ro f it  therein.. The construc­
t io n  o f pub lic  b u ild ings , subways, houses, 
etc., are one w ay o f app ly in g  H oover’s 
proposals. Yet, these fo rm s o f b u ild in g  
cons truc tion  have been on the decrease in  
in  1929 and the to ta l values less than  in  
1928. Hopes fo r  1930 m ay be h igh  and 
good w ishes o f men expressed in  confer­
ence b u t no substan tia l econom ist has yet 
stepped fo rw a rd  w ith  figu res to prove a 
be tte r case fo r  1930. In  the la s t analysis 
ca p ita lis ts  seek fo r  the key to un lock 
the door to  p ro fit.

The P u b lic  W orks Panacea
Governments, na tiona l, states, loca l, 

m ay tax  fo r  pub lic  w orks. B u t i t  w i l l  no t 
then be long  before the h ith e rto  “ pub lic - 
en lightened c itizens”  o r cap ita lis ts  w i l l  be­
g in  to  squeal and w il l  t r y  to  do business 
w here th e ir  p ro fits  w i l l  no t be affected so 
m uch by governm enta l and p o lit ic a l ex i­
gencies.

M r. Ju liu s  K le in , assistant Secretary 
o f Commerce and the closest econom ic 
co lla b o ra to r o f H oover m ay buoy up the 
s p ir its  o f the p ro p e rty  and w ea lth -ow n­
in g  classes w ith  h is  references to the 
genera l and dom ina ting  ro le  o f Am erican 
cap ta lism  in  c a p ita lis t w o rld  economy.

as the a ris tocracy o f labor. A l l  a ris tocrac­
ie s  are sub ject to  d ry  ro t.”

The Scripps H ow ard papers have a 
c irc u la tio n  o f about fifte e n  m illio n . The 
convention fe lt  the  lash and squirm ed. An 
in q u iry  was made by Green w hether th is  
represents a set po licy  w ith  an answer 
fro m  the e d ito r- in -ch ie f th a t i t  was m ere ly  
fr ie n d ly  c r it ic ism . And so i t  was. I t  m eant 
in  p la in  w o rd s :— Get busy; stop the re ­
be llion  now in  the o ffing ; t r y  to . lead the 
w orkers , o r the Com munists w i l l  do the 
job.

Perhaps on account o f th is  a few  extra  
speeches were made on the p rob lem  of 
o rgan iza tion  o f , the south. McMahon, pres­
iden t o f the U nited T e x tile  W orkers, e lo­
quen tly  described the rad ia n t beauty o f the 
southern m il l  v illages, ex to lled  the “ splend­
id  e ffo rts ”  o f the A. F. o f L., made a 
s lig h t rem ark on the low  wages p reva lent, 
bu t said no th ing  about the strugg le— and.

He m ay fu r th e r  p o in t out, th a t th is  ex­
pansion o f A m erican  ca p ita lism ’s in f lu ­
ence on an in te rn a tio n a l scale w i l l  be on 
the increase fo r  a tim e, yet and th a t th is  
fa c to r w i l l  also be o f a id  dom estica lly. B u t 
i t  is also necessary to  p o in t ou t th a t th is  
increased aggressiveness o f the U nited 
States increases the r iv a lr ie s  and d i f f i ­
cu lties w ith  o th e r na tions; th a t u ltim a te ­
ly  and q u ic k ly  these in te rn a tio n a l econo­
m ic and p o lt iic a l r iv a lr ie s  produce na­
tio n a l dom estic discord— unem ploym ent, 
ra tio n a liza tio n  methods, low e r wages, in ­
creased and sharper class con flic ts  between 
the employers and the w o rk in g  class.

A l l  the measure sponsored by Hoover, 
are o n ly  stop-gaps a t the w orkers  expense. 
Others of the enlightened cap ita lis ts  and 
th e ir  p o lit ic a l agents, such as L ieu tenan t 
G overnor Lehm ann and U nited States Sen­
a to r W agner o f New Y o rk , sense even b ig ­
ger crashes to come and add th e ir  b it  
in  the hope a lso  o f “ perm anent d a p ita lis t 
s ta b iliz a tio n ” .

The emergency b rake m ay w o rk , bu t 
each tim e  i t  is  tr ie d  again, i t  w o rks less 
s im p ly  and easily. The w o rk in g  masses 
are s lo w ly  now, and m ore s w if t ly  in  the 
fu tu re , lea rn in g  th a t though the roads, are 
here and there  lined  w ith  trees and hot- 
dog stands, the road o f cap ita lism  leads 
over a c l if f .  They w i l l  c lam ber out, as 
m any a lready have, and look  fo r  another 
rou te  o f socia lism  o r comm unism . H oov­
e r ’s “ p ro sp e rity  reserve”  is being deplet­
ed.

Organize To F ig h t!
The w orkers  in  the U nited States s t i l l  

have the task in  the m ain  to see the capi­
ta lis t  as th e ir  class enemy, to  organize as 
a class to  defeat the employers. H oover’s 
w an ing  “ p ro sp e rity  reserve”  can on ly  be 
e ffec tive ly  answered by a new social sys­
tem  w h ich  substitu tes social p roduction  
and use fo r  ca p ita lis t anarchy and m isery. 
I t  can on ly  be m et now w ith  a m ilita n t  
resistance to  h is enormous “ construc tion  
p rog ram ”  sw indle, a m eaningless p a llia ­
tive  fo r  the g ro w ing  unem ploym ent among 
the w orkers, the prospect o f heavy wage 
cuts, o f speeding up the a lready in tensive- 
the general a ttack  on th e ir  s tandard o f l iv -  
ly  exp lo ited A m erican  w o rk in g  class, and 
ing. The Com munists m ust lead in  th is  
task o f education, o rgan iza tion  and s tru g ­
gle.

4 >
T H E  N E X T  ISSUE

L ack  o f space forces us to o m it a 
g rea t deal o f im p o rta n t m ate ria l. The next 
issue w i l l  conta in  a ve ry  tim e ly  a rtic le  by 
cvomrade T ro tsky  on “ Communism and 
S yndica lism ,”  an op in ion  on the ro le  of 
Com munists in  the trade unions. V e ry  
im p o rta n t fo r  the L e ft  w in g  in  th is  coun try.

W orkers  w i l l  do w e ll to  subscribe now 
and n o t m iss a s ing le  issue o f the M ilita n t 
w h ich  w i l l  be an in te lle c tu a l tre a t fo r  every 
w o rke r besides being a guide to action.

o f course, n o th ing  about the treasonable 
record o f the U. T. W . leadership.

The Convention and the South
The convention decision to  map out 

p lans to organize the South w i l l  no t serve 
as an in sp ira tio n  to the w orkers. Such con­
ven tion  braggadocio we have become used 
to. The resu lts  have done no th ing  b u t serve 
the employers to  preven t o rgan ization. Y e t 
today, the N a tiona l T e x tile  W orkers U nion 
has set an example o f m ilita n t  po lic ies and 
o rgan iza tion  in  the South. Com m unist 
leadership, as fa r  as the issues o f the 
s trugg le  are concerned, has found a re ­
sponse among the w orkers. The A. F. o f L . 
leaders have been given a task by  th e ir  
m asters, the employers, and they w i l l  un ­
doubtedly endeavor to  organize in to  “ safe”  
channels to  stem th is  developing tide  o f 
m ilita n cy .

The Executive  Council rep o rt recom ­
mended the  usual po licy  o f “ rew ard ing  
friends  and pun ish ing  enemies”  among 
c a p ita lis t po litic ians . As as "a p p ro p ria te ”  
answer to  the appearance o f P rem ier Mac 
Donald, s t i l l  in  h is  ro le  as a “ m iss ionary 
o f peace”— by the way, he was greeted w ith  
tum u ltous  applause— i t  ev iden tly  consider­
ed its  h igh  s trung  c la im s of “ la b o r”  con tro l 
o f Congress, set fo r th  in  the rep o rt as 
fo llo w s :

“ The e lection o f members to the House 
in  1928 resu lted in  the success o f 135 re ­
presentatives w ith  100 percent leg is la tive  
records on measures of in te re s t to  labor. 
There were also 110 members elected whose 
records were exceedingly fa ir . I t  is no t 
genera lly  know n, b u t i t  is a fa c t th a t 39 
members o f the U nited States Senate also 
have 100 per cent labo r records.. . .  F ifteen  
o ther Senators are considered m ost f a i r . . .  
I t  w i l l  be seen th a t a m a jo r ity  o f the 
members o f the House and the U nited 
States Senate, irrespective  o f po litics , are 
fr ie n d ly  to  la b o r” . B u t, adds the rep o rt so 
as preven t any too g rea t expectations, some 
o f the leaders are pow e rfu l enough to 
preven t rem edia l measures fro m  enact­
ment.

On the serious problem  o f a n ti- la b o r 
in ju n c tio n s  the  counc il emerged w ith  a 
d ra ft  fo r  a socalled in ju n c tio n  lim ita tio n  
b il l.  I t  represented a stup id  e ffo rt to  ac­
com plish  the im possible, nam ely to  devise 
a b i l l  th a t could be acceptable to  c a p ita lis t 
law yers  and ca p ita lis t courts. The debate 
on th is  d ra ft  revealed a num ber of long 
w inded “ b a rr is te rs ”  c lash ing  over the tech­
n ica l in tricac ies  o f ca p ita lis t laws, p ra c tic ­
a lly  o b lite ra tin g  a l l  traces o f a labo r 
gathering.

F n ruse th  B urs ts  Out
The ch ie f perfo rm ers were A ndy F u- 

ruseth, M atthew  W o ll and V ic to r  Olander. 
The head o f the seamen’s union, A ndy F u- 
ruseth, as reac tiona ry  in  ou tlook as any 
o f them, got somewhat anim ated by the 
debate and shot a few  w ell-a im ed darts 
in to  the a rm or o f the hidebound stand­
patters. A t one po in t, in  answer to  W o ll 
he sa id : “ Was i t  a pe tty fogg ing  law ye r 
ta k in g  the o ther side because h is case was 
weak, who used ju s t w ha t he wanted and 
sopped the quo ta tion  w here i t  w ou ld  n o t do 
to  continue, o r was i t  possib ly the  president 
o f the  C iv ic  Federa tion  who was defending 
the e q u ity  pow er in  in ju n c tio n s  and labo r 
disputes?”  A t  ano ther po in t, re fe rr in g  to 
the convention held in  T oron to  tw e n ty  years 
ago w ith  its  lo f ty  resolve p ledg ing  the 
delegates to  go to ja i l  in  the fig h t against 
in ju n c tio n s , he blazed fo r th : “ B u t even the 
best o f you w i l l  n o t  You w il l  n o t f ig h t.”  
Then again, re fe r r in g  to the shame o f 
Ind ianapo lis— the subm ission o f John L. 
Lew is to  the Anderson in ju n c tio n  aganst the 
m ine rs ’ s tr ike — he re lated  how one judge 
had excla im ed: “ Oh, th a t m iserable coward, 
th a t m iserable c o w a rd !”

H owever, th is  tim e i t  a ll happened to  
f i t  in  w e ll w ith  the s lig h t change o f face 
o f th is  coterie  o f “ labo r leaders” , who thus 
hope to serve th e ir  masters more e ffec tive ­
ly . O therw ise the h igh  s trun g  debate and 
the long, detailed d ra ft  o f the “ in ju n c tio n  
lim ita t io n ”  b i l l  amounted to  exactly  naught. 
Not the s lig h te s t leadership w i l l  be given 
by the A. F. o f L . o ffic ia ls  to  f ig h t the 
in ju n c tio n  system. F o r once F uruse th  was 
r ig h t.

N a tu ra lly  i t  w ou ld  be e n tire ly  useless 
to expect any change in  po lic ies fro m  th is  
upper c rus t s t if l in g  the A. F. o f L . This, 
however, does n o t in  the least a lte r  the 
fa c t th a t the Federation embraces masses 
o f w orkers  and represents today a ll  there  
is o f an organized character. M oreover, 
h is to ry  has given ample p ro o f th a t periods 
o f depression w ith  consequent increasing  
w o rk in g  class d iscon ten t and sharpening 
strugg les w i l l  in v a ria b ly  w itness sub­
s ta n tia l g row th  fo r  unions, even under the  
m ost reac tiona ry  leadership. There are 
signs ap len ty  o f such developments here. 
Yes, even in  the South the A. F. o f L . w i l l  
undoubted ly ye t become a fac to r. To the 
L e ft  w in g  th is  should ind ica te  c le a rly  its 
tasks.

HOOVER’S BUILDING PLAN SWINDLE
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The Communist Defeat in Czecho-Slovakia
i

The f in a l resu lts  o f the e lection in
Czecho-E lovakia are as fo llo w s :

1929 1925
League o f Czech Fascist 71,947 0
German N a t’l  Soc. 204,588 168,354
Czech N a t’l  Dem ocrats 359,825 321.006
Czech A gra rians 1,094,955 1,005,938
Czech People’s (C le rica ls ) 623,560 690,832
Czech In d u s tr ia l P a rty 291,002 287,269
German N a t’l P a rty 188,875 240.910

‘German A g ra rians 395,764 569,696
A ll-G erm an  P arty 6,669 0
H lin k a  (S lov. C lerica ls) 423,498 487,773
Ju riga  P a rty 5,406 0
P o lish  Jews 104,467 115,288
H unga rian  Sm all Farm ers 6,893 0
Czech Soc. Democrats 963,191 631,263
Czech Socia lists 767,441 706,504
German Soc. Democrats 506,116 411,682
German C hris tian  Soc. 348,096 314,438
H unga rian  C h ris tian  Soc. 257,413 99,148
Com m unist P a rty 752,560 941.698

T o ta l 7,372,266 6,991,799
The m ain  tendencies a re  clear. De­

crease o f a p a rt o f the bourgeois parties, 
decrease o f the Com m unist P a rty , increase 
i j i  the re fo rm is t camps and the fascists. The 
social democracy as the lead ing section of 
the re fo rm is ts  g rew  a t the expense o f the 
Communists (ch ie fly  among p ro le ta ria n  and 
pe tty  bourgeois sections). The o ther re ­
fo rm is t parties g rew  a t the expense o f the 
bourgeois parties. The gains o f the fascists 
took place a t the expense o f the  bourgeois 
camps and p a rtly  o f the Com m unist P arty .

W ith  th is , o f course, o n ly  the most 
basic regroupings in  the p o lit ic a l camps of 
Czecho-Slovakia are expressed. B u t even 
out o f tha t, the b reak ing  o ff  o f the pe tty  
bourgeois sections fro m  the reg u la r 
bourgeois parties, in  tw o  d irec tions is c lea r: 
To the re fo rm is ts  and to the fascists. In  
add ition, we have the movem ent o f the p ro ­
le ta rians  in  the same tw o d irections, bu t 
w ith  the d iffe rence th a t these p ro le ta ria n  
forces m ust la rg e ly  be entered a loss fo r  
the Com m unist P arty .

The S h ift in  Class Rela tions
The social exp lanation  o f the regroup­

ings consists in  the s h ift in g  o f class re la ­
tions. U nder the pressure o f finance cap ita l, 
substan tia l sections o f the pe tty  bourgeoisie 
are p ro le ta rian ized  and the p ro le ta r ia t is 
set in to  m otion. The masses set in to  mo­
tio n  become v ic tim s  o f re fo rm is t and fasc is t 
demagogy, these tw in  understrappers of the 
modern sharpened d ic ta to rsh ip  o f the 
bourgeoisie. The no rm a l bourgeois parties 
no longes ava il the bourgeoisie, and in  
Czecho-Slovakia now i t  u tilizes  re fo rm is t 
demagogy. I t  can a ll the sooner do th is  be­
cause the Com m unist movem ent has no 
power o f a ttra c tio n  fo r  the masses. In  spite 
o f the appreciable losses o f the bourgeois 
parties and the new increase in  the 
electorate, the C om m unist P a rty  has a loss 
o f 189,138 votes to its  account.

P a rliam en ta ry  com binations n a tu ra lly  
do no t ind ica te  very much. F rom  a ll ind ica ­
tions the parties  to  fo rm  the nucleus o f the 
next governm ent w i l l  be the A g ra ria n  and 
Social Dem ocratic, a socalled Red-Green 
coa lition . P a rtic ip a tio n  in  the governm ent 
w i l l  n a tu ra lly  b r in g  the re fo rm is t camp to  a 
d if f ic u lt  s itua tion. Should the re fo rm is t w ing  
decline because o f an eventual s treng­
then ing  of the Com unist P arty , the bourgeo- 
sie is ta k in g  cafe o f p reparing  the fasc is t 
w ing. Since the  existence o f the Czecho­
s lova k ia n  Republic, the eleventh govern­
m ent is about to  be form ed, a s ign o f so- 
called “ s ta b iliza tio n ”  in  the im p e r ia lis t 
epoch. The ru le  o f the bourgeoisie is no lig h t 
m a tte r a fte r the w ar, ye t i t  surm ounts the 
d iff icu ltie s  thanks to the in ca p a b ility  o f the 
Com m unist leadership. The Czech social 
democracy was a lm ost runs in  1925; today 
i t  has a gain of 50 percent to  reg is te r. A t 
the same tim e  the o ther re fo rm is t parties 
grew. A  b rie f sum m ary:

1929 1925
Czech So. Democracy 963,191 631,263
Czech Socialists 767,441 706,504
German Soc. D om ocrary 506,116 411,682

The r -owth of the Hun, a ria i p r t ie  
C hris ta in  Socia list, N a tiona l, etc. In  Slo­
vakia  shows how incapable the Com m unist 
P a rty  is o f lead ing the na tiona l m inorities . 
The d issatisfied na tiona l m in o ritie s  passed 
under bourgeois re fo rm is t leadership. The 
German m ino ritie s , in  th e ir  d is illus ionm en t, 
w ent over p a rt ly  to  the fascists (Sw astikas) 
and p a rtly  to  the re fo rm is ts .

The Czech A g ra ria n s  who advanced 
in to  S lovakia reg is te r a substan tia l gain 
(89,017) and are the strongest p a rty  in  ge­
nera l. They have behind them, a lm ost 
iom pactly , the Czech and m any Slovakian 
peasants, in c lu d in g  the v illa g e  poor. The 
fo llo w in g  parties also suffered losses:
German N a tiona lis ts , German A gra rians,

By H . Lenorovics
Czech C lerica ls , the H lin k a  p a rty  (S lovakian 
A utonom ists and C le rica ls ).

The Fascists Gain

As a new group, the Czech fascists 
came to  the fore . The d is illus ioned  na tion ­
a l and re lig ious voters were captured by 
re fo rm is t o r fasc is t demogogy.

The class s itua tion , accord ing to p ro - 
ducton re la tionsh ips, is such tha t, as 
aga inst a few  hundred thousand cap ita lis ts , 
m any m ore than three m illio n  p ro le ta rians, 
a lm ost a m illio n  sm all employees, about 
800,000 v illa g e  poor and poor fa rm ers 
create a sphere o f in fluence fo r the p ro ­
le ta ria n  pa rty . I t  is these data th a t th ro w  
a p roper l ig h t  on the e lection figu re  o f the 
“ re a lly ”  mass Qomm unist P a rty . M atte rs 
are fa r, fa r  worse of course w ith  the 
P a rty ’s a b il ity  to  act. Yes, one cannot fo r  a 
m om ent speak seriously  o f a b il ity  to act.

In  spite o f the favorab le  p rerequ is ites 
fo r  the g ro w th  o f Communism, the Com­
m un is t P a rty  has los t 20 percent on the 
average. Considering the favorab le  objective 
p rerequ is ites fo r  vote increases, ths tw en ty  
percent decrease is a ve ry  serious defeat. 
In  the German sectons there  are some 
s lig h t gains to reg is te r, b u t in  the various 
provinces we have the fo llo w in g  re s u lts : 
The decline in  Bohemia, 16 percent; Mae- 
gren and Schlesw ig, 17 percen t; S lovakia, 
23 percent; Russian C arpa tliia , 47 percent 
The  various in d u s tr ia l centers give the 
fo llo w in g  losses: V ic in ity  o f Prague, 20 
percent; P ilsen d is tr ic t, 15 percen t; B ru n n  
d is tr ic t, 25 percen t; M ahrisch-O strau, 8 
percen t; Tuernau  d is tr ic t, 13 percent.

A  s t i l l  worse p ic tu re  is shown in  the 
decisive in d u s tr ia l c ities o f these d is tr ic ts : 
Prague, loss o f 23 percent; K ladno, 37 per­
cent; P ilsen, 37 percen t; M ahrisch-O strau, 
35 percent, Pressburg, 31 percent; Kaschau, 
35 percent. E veryw here the gains were 
made m a in ly  by the  soc ia lis ts ; in  Prague 
and P ilsen  by the fascists also, a t the cost 
o f the P arty .

I I
In  the cen tra l organ o f the P arty , Rude 

Pravo o f October 30, one o f the a u tho rita tive  
P a rty  leaders, under the pseudonym “ t. m .” , 
takes up the e lection resu lts. He promises 
Bo lshevik  frankness ( i t  is fu n ny  to hear 
the w ord  “ B o lshevik  frankness”  from  the 
m ouths o f these people who pass over 
a s ix  year c r is is  o f the C om intern  in  
silence) and says s tra ig h t out w ha t is now 
seen by every ch ild , th a t the Com m unist 
P a rty  suffered a defeat. B u t w hat fo llo w s  is

anyth ing  bu t fra n k  Bo lshevik  speech. I t  is 
contended th a t the votes in  1923 were given 
fo r  a L e ft social democracy, whereas the 
presen t vote is m eant fo r  a revo lu tio n a ry  
p o lit ic a l line. I t  is tru e  th a t the Com m unist 
P a rty  has social dem ocratic features, bu t 
the vote in  1925 was no t on ly  received by 
th is  L e ft social democracy b u t th rough  the 
effects o f the hero ic  Russian R evo lu tion  in  
Czecho-Slovakia. The present vote is  also 
a lim ite d  rem nant o f these effects.

A Stalinist “Mass Party”

And the au tho r o f th is  a rtic le  resumes: 
“ The elections showed th a t we are a mass 
P a rty  in  the best sense o f the w ord .”  We 
Com munists a lw ays believed th a t the a b ility  
to  action is the cha rac te ris tic  o f a B o l­
shevik mass p a rty  in  the best sense o f the 
word, and here a ll a t once the 752,000 votes 
are supposed to show th a t we are a mass 
p a rty  in  the best sense o f the word.

A bso lu te ly , the vote o f the P a rty  sank 20 
percent. The B o lshev ik  fra n k  a r t ic le  de­
clares o n ly  14.2 percent. On the o rde r of 
the day, accord ing to  the  same a rtic le , is 
the w in n in g  o f the m a jo r ity  o f the w o rk in g  
class. (Jus t im agine : on one hand the a l­
m ost fo u r m illio n  w orkers, on the other, 
752,560 p a rliam e n ta ry  votes and the ideo­
lo g ic a lly  d isrupted P a rty  incapable o f ac­
tio n ).

B u t then the w e ll-  in fo rm ed  au tho r of 
the a rt ic le  says: “ The g ro w th  o f the social 
democracy and the sim ultaneous g ro w th  o f 
Com m unist in fluence  is  an in te rn a tio n a l 
phenomeneon and to  a ce rta in  extent neces­
sa ry : R ad ica liza tion  does no t proceed in  a 
s tra ig h t lin e . . . ”

Since when is the g row th  o f Oommunism 
an in te rn a tio n a l phenomenon? H asn ’t  “ t. m .”  
even read the reports  o f the Ten th  Plenum? 
Since when is the g ro w th  o f the social de­
m ocracy "necessary to  a ce rta in  ex ten t”  in  
the epoch of im peria lism , o f revo lu tions and 
wars? Yes, and w hy doesn’t  a leader o f the 
C. P. C. say w ha t the reasons are fo r  the 
in te rn a tio n a l g row th  o f the social demo­
cracy? and its  continued g row th?  N ot to  
speak o f the fa c t tha th is  g ro w th  was never 
openly acknowledged, b u t so to speak 
smuggled in to  the m inds o f the P arty . W hy? 
in  o rder to s tu p ify  the P a rty  so th a t i t  
does not ask about the reasons, pbout the 
defeats, about the fa lse course o f the Com in­
te rn  on an in te rn a tio n a l scale th a t was ap­
proved a t the S ix th  Congress.

In ve s tiga tin g  the reasons fo r  the defeat, 
the a rtic le  says: “ Up to la s t year (?) the 
Czecho-Slovakian section o f the C. I. was

a L e ft  social democracy w ith  a th in  veneer 
o f Com m unist phrases. The cancer o f op­
p o rtun ism  gnawed its  apparatus th rough  to  
the bone. The P a rty  was (?) com ple te ly 
ro tted  and th a t revealed its e lf  by the 
g ro w th  o f class antagonism s in  the th ird  
period o f the post-w ar development of 
cap ita lism .”

Good, bu t where was the leadership o f 
the C. I. a ll th is  tim e? W hy did i t  a llo w  
the poor C. P. C. to  be gnawed to the  bone 
by opportun ism  and ro t away? W hy d id  i t  
approve its  p o lit ic a l line  a t the F ou rth  
Congress (1927), fo r  example? Doesn’t  the 
au tho r o f the a rtic le  know  th a t he is 
a c tu a lly  e x h ib itin g  the C. I. in  a wretched 
lig h t?  D id n ’t  G ottw ald, Gutmann and others 
ho ld  responsible positions in  the J ile k  Cen­
t a l  Committee? W here were they then?

“ The P a rty  Masses A re to  B lam e”
W ho then  is to  blame? The P a rty  

leadership answers: The P a rty  organiza­
tion , because i t  is no t a t the head o f the 
rad ica lized  masses. The leadership o f the 
P a rty , i t  is true , places its e lf  a t the head, 
b u t by ju m p ing  over the low er P a rty  ap­
paratus w h ich  consists in  p a rt o f sabotag- 
ers, tra ito rs  and do-nothings.

T ha t is  how leaders o f the P a rty  speak 
o f the w orker' functiona ries . They accla im  
themselves and ca ll the w o rke r fu n c tion ­
aries “ t ra ito rs ”  and “ sabotagers” .

Now the m eaning o f the socalled se lf- 
c r it ic is m  becomes understandable. Th is  new 
in ven tion  is now to be tested in  the  C. P. 
C.; W th o u t in fr in g in g  upon the leader­
ship, to  s ta rt out on the basis o f se lf- 
c r it ic is m  aga inst the P a rty  apparatus.

W here tile  F a u lt L ies
Nevertheless, i t  w ould be w rong  to  a- 

scribe a ll the blame to  the G o ttw a ld -F ried  
leadership. The present leadership has a 
heavy opportun is t heritage. The fin a l 
reason fo r  the ca tastroph ic defeats is the 
false, opportun is t course in  the C. I. th a t 
has lasted fo r  s ix years. Back in  1925 the. 
e lections were on ly  success in  appearance, 
a s ta n d s till in  re a lity . The present defeat 
in  the e lection is the sharp ve rd ic t on the 
po licy  o f G ottw ald, F ried , J ile k , Sm eral and 
the leadership o f the C. I.

The Com m unist In te rn a tio n a l and the 
P arties proceed from  a fa lse estim ation  o f 
forces, there fo re  the fa lse po licy, false 
slogans, m istakes, fa ilu res , crises. The m ain  
P arties are w ill in g  to acknowledge the great 
reasons are th a t ne ithe r the C. I. no r the 
defeats and weakening o f the C. I.

W hy? So as to conceal the fa c t th a t 
these defeats were incu rre d  by the op­
p o rtu n is t course of the leadership o f the 
C. I., th a t the foundations o f the p ro le ta rian  
revo lu tio n  in  Europe and China were no t 
extneded. Thence the g row th  of refo rm ism , 
the streng then ing  o f the bourgeoisie, the 
opportun ism  in  the C. I., the d riv in g  away 
o f the L e ft Opposition (T ro ts k y  and his 
comrades.)

S ta lin  and B ucharin  bear the m ain 
blame, Sm eral and J ile k  are accessories 
in  the offense. G ottw ald  and F ried  are also 
accomplices because a t the Congresses they 
s ile n tly  approve th is  po licy  o f defeats o f 
the C. I. T h is  bureaucra tic  transgression is 
bearing  its  f r u i t  in  the present po licy  of 
the C. P. C.

The cause o f the w orkers  needs c la r ity . 
An end m ust be made to the trag i-com edy 
o f the C entrists. I t  is tim e to uncover the 
reasons fo r  the decline of Communism, to  
acknowledge the defeats on an in te rn a tio n ­
a l scale, to  evaluate forces co rre c tly , to 
in s ta ll a rea l p ro le ta ria n  leadership. The 
f ir s t  p re requ is ite  is the reca ll o f comrade 
T ro ts k y  to Soviet Russia, and in  the Com­
m un is t In te rn a tio n a l, the readm ission o f a ll 
the L e ft Com munists in to  the P arty . N ation­
a l and in te rn a tio n a l congress m ust take 
place w ith  the p a rtic ip a tio n  o f the L e ft 
Opposition, w h ich  w i l l  give the Parties ideo­
log ica l c la r ity  and M arx is t d irection.

Prague, November 5, 1929.
O

Comrades who have extra  copies of 
o ld numbers o f the D a ily  W o rke r o r the 
In te rn a tio n a l Press Correspondence are u r ­
gen tly  requested to send them  to the office 
of the M ilita n t. Our files were complete 

' a t one tim e u n til they were taken by the 
second s to ry men of the cen tra l Committee. 
We are in  g rea t need of these old num ­
bers fo r  reference purposes and any res­
ponses w ll be appreciated.



Page 8 T H E  M I L I T A N T Saturday, December 7, 1928

The Capitulation of Bucharin
W H A T  ARE THE PROSPECTS OF THE RIGHT W IN G  N O W  ?

By Max Shachtman
A  week a fte r the D a ily  W o rke r an­

nounced the action  o f the November P len­
um  o f the Com m unist P a rty  o f the Soviet 
U n ion in  rem oving  B ucharin  fro m  the Po­
l i t ic a l Bureau, and tw o  days a fte r  the 
R evo lu tionary  Age tr iu m p h a n tly  in fo rm ed 
its  readers o f the “ d is in te g ra tio n  . . .  o f 
T ro tsky ism ” , the press ca rried  the Moscow 
dispatch on the ca p itu la tion  o f the in te rn a ­
tio n a l leaders o f the R ig h t w ing. B uchar­
in , R ykov and Tom sky.

The exact w o rd ing  o f the ca p itu la tion  
is  no t yet, o f course at hand. The Asso­
ciated Press dispatch, however, quotes the 
statem ent o f B ucharin  in  p a rt:

"F o r  n e a rly  tw o  years we opposed 
the C entra l Committee in  a series o f p o lit i­
cal problem s. We consider i t  o u r d u ty  to  
declare th a t in  th is  d ispute the Commun­
is t P a rty  and its  C entra l Com mittee proved 
to  be r ig h t  and we were w rong.

Bucharin W ill F ight the B ight!
“ A d m ittin g  ou r m istakes, we prom ise 

together w ith  the Com m unist P a rty  to  
f ig h t  decis ive ly aga inst devia tions fro m  
the P a rty  genera l line , p a rt ic u la r ly  aga inst 
R ig h t w ingers, in  o rde r to  overcome a ll 
d ifficu lties  and assure fu l l  v ic to ry  fo r  so­
c ia lis t cons truc tion .”

The cap itu la tion  is the re fo re  apparen tly  
"com ple te ” . N ot on ly  to  the R ig h t w ing  
leaders beat th e ir  own breasts in  h u m il i­
ty  and confession, b u t they announce them ­
selves prepared to  beat the heads o f a ll 
“ R ig h t w inge rs ”  in  addition. The p ic tu re  
o f B ucharin , Tom sky and R ykov f ig h tin g  
aga inst the danger o f the R ig h t w in g  is 
indeed a ra re  one, comparable o n ly  to 
th a t o f the C atho lic  Church fig h tin g  in to l­
erance o r  Tam m any H a ll f ig h tin g  p o lit i­
ca l co rrup tion . A nd  the D a ily  W o rke r can 
h a rd ly  conta in  its  jo y  a t the fa c t th a t the 
R igh t-C ente r B loc in  the Russian P a rty  
and the C om intern  is about to  be reestab­
lished fo r  a "s trengthened s trugg le  against 
the R ig h t danger and T ro tsky ism .”

W hy d id  B ucharin  cap itu la te?  Does 
the ca p itu la tion  mean the liq u id a tio n  o f 
the R ig h t danger in  the Soviet Union? 
W il l  B ucharin , R ykov and Tom sky re ­
main in  th e ir  present, new ly-adopted posi- 
ion  fo r  a long  period to come? The an- 
wer requ ires a w ord  on the na tu re  o f the 

t ig h t  w in g  in  the Soviet U nion.
The w o rke rs ’ state is  today experienc- 

ng the accum ulated effects o f the co n tra ­
d ic tions o f a p ro le ta r ia n  revo lu tio n  in  a 
backw ard p redom inantly  a g ric u ltu re  coun­
try , an is land iso lated in  a ca p ita lis t sea, 
seeking to  m a in ta in  Its e lf in  a period o f the 
retarded w o rld  revo lu tion . Since the 
he igh t o f the revo lu tio n a ry  wave in  E u­
rope had reached w ith  the o p p o rtu n ity  m is­
sed by the leaders o f the G erm any Com­
m un is t P a rty  in  1923, the Soviet repub lic  
has gone th ro u g h  s ix years o f reaction, a 
reaction  based upon a p ro le ta ria n  state. 
In  th is  period, na tiona l tendencies grew  
a t the expense o f in te rn a tio n a lism , op­
po rtun ism  a t the expense o f a revo lu tio n ­
a ry  line . In  th is  period occurred the Men­
shevik  enorm ities o f S ta lin  and B ucharin  
in  the Chinese revo lu tion , the B r it is h  gen­
e ra l s trike , the P ilsudsk i coup d’E ta t, and 
in  the genera l back-s lid ing  in to  c a p ita lis t 
channels in  the Soviet U nion. Th is  period 
m arked the o rgan iza tiona l defeat o f the 
O pposition and its  expulsion fro m  the P a r­
ty , its  im prisonm ent and exile.

The Boots of the Bight Wing
T h is  period m arked the rise  o f the 

R ig h t w in g  danger in  the Soviet U n ion p r i­
m a rily . The social-econom ic roots o f th is  
tendency are a lways la te n t in  the s itua tion, 
since, as Len in  pointed out, cap ita lism  con­
tinues to  g row  out o f the ve ry  so il o f the 
Soviet R epublic in  Russia. B u t the po licy 
o f y ie ld in g  to  the elements o f cap ita lism , 
fo llow ed  by S ta lin  and B ucharin , created a 
basis fo r  an enormous g row th  and con fi­
dence o f the R ig h t w ing. Behind i t  stood 
the K u la k , the Nepman, the bureaucrat, 
the concessionaire and w o rld  im peria lism . 
And since these elements canont le g a lly  
express themselves p o lit ic a lly  in  the Soviet 
U nion, because o f the m onopoly of the 
Com munist P arty , they found another w ay: 
they exerted such a pressure as b u ilt  and 
strengthened a R ig h t w in g  inside the Com­
m un is t P arty . In  o ther words, the R ig h t 
w 'n g  was the p o lit ic a l expression o f the 
new possessing classes in  the Soviet Union,
•f the res to ra tio n is t elements, o f T he r- 
n idor, th a t is, o f the c a rry in g  out o f the 

bourgeois coun te r-revo lu tion  s t i l l  under the 
ou tw ard  fo rm s o f the p ro le ta ria n  state.

F o r years the p o licy  o f y ie ld in g  to the 
T herm ido rian  elements in  the co u n try  was 
practised by the b loc o f the R ig h t w ing  
and the Center (B ucha rin  and S ta lin ), a 
bloc in  w h ich  the po lic ies o f the R igh t 
w in g  prevailed. P recise ly  because o f tha t.

the Opposition, represen ting  the elements 
co n tin u ing  the lin e  o f the October revo lu ­
tion , was beaten in  the P arty . I t  was a 
sac rifice  offered to  reaction.

The pass iv ity  o f the w orkers  d u rin g  
th is  period o f the blows o f reaction  is now 
s w if t ly  disappearing. Out o f th is  resu rg  
ence o f p ro le ta ria n  streng th , aided by the 
pe rs is ten t f ig h t o f the Opposition, came 
the strugg le  by S ta lin  aga inst the R ig h t 
w ing , w h ich  has led to the la tte rs  cap itu la ­
tion .

W hy was i t  so easy, com para tive ly  
speaking, to  de live r a defeat to  the R ig h t 
w in g  in  the P arty?  P recise ly  because its  
s treng th  lies n o t so m uch in  the basic ele­
m ents o f the Com m unist P a rty  as i t  does 
in  the a lie n  class elements outside the 
P arty . T he re in  lies the pecu lia r na tu re  of 
the R ig h t w ing. S ta lin  can m obilize  the 
p ro le ta r ia n  forces in  the P a rty  aga inst the 
R ig h t w in g  n o t because the w orkers  are so 
en thus ias tic  over the bu reaucra tic  inde­
cisiveness o f Centrism , b u t because they 
are s tubbo rn ly  hostile  to  the R ig h t w ing  
and the enemy clas behind it .  The R ig h t 
w in g  cannot m obilize  its  s treng th  inside 
the P a rty  to  any su ffic ient s treng th  to  cha l­
lenge S ta lin . T ha t was proved in  the Mos­
cow and Len ing rad  P a rty  o rgan izations, 
bo th  con tro lled  by the R ig h t w ing , and both 
o f the cleared o f the ou tstand ing  Buchar- 
in ites  in  less tim e  than  i t  takes to te ll.

How the Bight Can F ight
The R ig h t w in g  w i l l  be able to  meas­

ure  swords w ith  S ta lin  when i t  gets ready 
to  m obilize  the class forces th a t support 
i t  outside the P arty . B u t to  set these fo r ­
ces ac tive ly  in to  the m otion  means c iv il 
w a r— no less— and the f i r s t  step tow ards 
coun te r-revo lu tion . This, and no th ing  else, 
is the concrete m eaning o f w hat S ta lin  
(o n ly  la s t year) ca lled the “ ca p ita lis t re ­
s to ra tio n is t”  elements represented by the 
R ig h t w ing, and w h a t T ro ts k y  ca lls  the 
danger o f Therm idor.

B ucha rin  has cap itu la ted  fo r  the tim e 
being on ly. T h a t is p la in  fro m  the social 
roots o f the R ig h t w ing , w h ich  are such 
as w i l l  press, a t a m ore favorab le  moment, 
fo r  a renewed offensive by the R igh t. Buch­
a r in  and especia lly R ykov ca lcu la te : No 
need o f being cu t to  pieces now  by th is  
ignoram us. We w il l  w a it. N ext year w i l l  
be a ha rd  one fo r h im . The five  year p lan 
w i l l  begin to  meet its  rea l d ifficu lties . The 
K u la k  w il begin to  press hard. We m ay 
be harrassed on the E ast o r West, by the

BOSTON— The collapse o f the m echani­
ca l co n tro l established over the Independ­
ent W orkm en ’s C irc le  by the Com m unist 
P a rty  bureaucrats, fo re to ld  by us m any 
m onths ago, is  now  proceeding a t fu l l  
speed. A t  the la s t convention o f th is  Jew ­
ish fra te rn a l labo r o rde r in  Chicago, the 
S ta lin is ts  packed the sessions w ith  dele­
gates fro m  sm all, new ly-fo rm ed branches 
and “ cap tured”  the o rgan iza tion  w ith  a 
vengeance. A l l  opposition was ridden down 
roug-shod, and a series o f reso lu tions 
adopted w h ich  stamped the Independent 
W orkm en ’s C irc le  as p u re ly  C om m unist 
P a rty  fro m  beg inn ing  to  end. The D a ily  
W o rke r was endorsed. The F re ih e it was 
g iven the same 0 . K . The L e ft  w in g  unions 
were o ffic ia lly  adopted. The Com m unist 
P a rty  was approved. AH th is  was done 
w ith  ruth less gusto and d isregard  fo r  any 
o f the consequences.

A Reaction Sets In
So com ple te ly  did the P a rty  “ take  over”  

the organ iza tion  th a t a reaction  set in  
among the members. I t  m ust be borne 
in  m ind th a t the I. W. C., fro m  its  leadership 
to  its  mem bership, has always been consid­
ered an a n ti-F o rw a rd  and p ro -L e ft w in g  o r­
ganization. I t  has a lw ays supported every 
L e ft  w in g  in s titu t io n  and campaign. The 
m em bership was d e fin ite ly  sym pathetic to  
the Com m unist movement. The I. W . C. 
was one of the m ost fe r t ile  re c ru itin g  
grounds fo r  the Com m unist P a rty , p a r t i­
c u la r ly  its  Jew ish section, and the  la tte r  
was g ra d u a lly  estab lish ing  its  ideo log ica l 
and o rgan iza tiona l in fluence  in  the ranks.

Not satisfied  w ith  th is  steady progress, 
and anxious to grab every possible position  
and keep i t  under absolute, a ir - t ig h t  P a r­
ty  con tro l, the S ta lin ites  prepared th e ir  
l i t t le  adventure w h ich  the Com m unist 
movem ent is  go ing  to pay fo r  heavily . No 
sooner had the P a rty  ins ta lle d  its e lf in  power 
in  the o rgan iza tion , than  i t  proceeded to  run  
the I. W . C. lik e  a P russ ian  d r i l l  m aster. 
O nly those o f f ic ia lly  approved by the ru l-

im p eria lis ts . T h ings  w i l l  get too h o t fo r 
S ta lin . He w i l l  h a rd ly  know  w h ich  way 
to tu rn . Then we w i l l  be r ig h t  there  in  the 
P o lit ic a l Bureau w ith  ou r p rogram  w hich 
toew ill have no choice b u t to  accept. Then 
we w i l l  see.

A New Right-Center Bloc
W hat can be expected, there fo re , is a 

recons titu tion , on a new basis, o f the o ld  
R igh t-C en te r bloc, shattered by p ro le ta ria n  
blows and the w h ip  o f the Opposition. Th is  
foreshadows a veering  to  the R ig h t by the 
leadership o f the R ussian p a rty , and there ­
fo re  the C om intern. There is  no doubt 
th a t B ucharin , as a vanquished a lly , w i l l  
have a fa r  g rea te r in fluence  in  the councils 
o f the P a rty  than  the B ucha rin  who has fo r 
the la s t few  m onths been the pub lic  ta r ­
get fo r  a ll the o ff ic ia l “ theore tic ians”  and 
bootblacks o f the C e n tris t apparatus. T ha t 
he w i l l  use th is  in fluence  aga inst the Le ft, 
i. e., aga inst the L e n in is t Opposition led 
by T ro tsky , a hundred tim es m ore than  
aga inst the R igh t, should be c lea r to  any­
one except the hop lessly  g u llib le  who sw a l­
low  B u ch a rin ’s dec la ra tion  o f “ w a r” 
aga inst the “ R ig h t w inge rs ” .

A no the r consequence w il l  be a sm art­
in g  b low  a t the in te rn a tio n a l R ig h t w ing. 
A  few  fo rm a l cracks a t them  fro m  Buch­
a rin  h im se lf w i l l  be m ore than  m any of 
them  can stand. The S ta lin ites  w i l l  use 
B u cha rin ’s ca p itu la tio n  to the m axim um — 
and ve ry  c lu m s ily  and s tu p id ly , i f  the 
D a ily  W o rke r is any c r ite r io n — in  order 
to  drive  a kn ife  th rough  the various R igh t 
w in g  groups.

Deprived now  o f an in te rn a tio n a l base, 
w h ich  has become, p a rt ic u la r ly  since the 
R ussian revo lu tion , the m ost essential p re ­
requ is ite  fo r  o rie n ta tin g  oneself in  the rev­
o lu tio n a ry  movement, the R ig h t w in g  w i l l  
go th ro u g h  a process o f d iffe re n tia tio n . 
Some pa rts  o f i t  w i l l  go over to  the so­
c ia l democracy. O thers w i l l  cap itu la te  
to  the S ta lin  apparatus, a process th a t w i l l  
no t be halted by the fe rv id  avowals tha t 
the R ig h t w in g  does n o t support any fac­
tio n  in  Russia (see Lovestone in  the c u r­
re n t R evo lu tio n a ry  Age). S t il l ano ther sec­
tio n  w i l l  conclude the process o f d is il lu ­
sionm ent w ith  the R ig h t w in g  and the Cen­
t r is t  swamp by a reversa l o f its  position  
and adherence to  the L e ft  Opposition. The 
LOvestone group in  the U nited States w h ich  
o f a l l  the R ig h t w in g  groups in  the In te r ­
na tio na l has the weakest g round in  p r in c i­
ple o r tra d it io n  beneath it ,  w i l l  pass th rough  
th is  d iffe re n tia tio n  more, ra p id ly  than 
others. Its  leadership stands condemned 
by its  en tire  past. Its  ranks, w h ich  con­
ta in  m any Com m unist w orkers  whom  the 
fea r-s tricke n  S ta lin ite  id io ts  were unable 
to  re ta in , and whom  Lovestone w i l l  no t 
keep fo rever w ith  h is fa iry  ta les about 
the “ d is in teg ra tion  o f T ro tsky ism ,”  belong 
to the L e n in is t Opposition.

in g  fac tion  in  the P a rty  were considered f i t  
fo r  a n y th ing ; everyone else was denounced 
as— a ye llo w  social fascist. W orkers who 
had been hea rt and soul w ith  the L e ft 
w in g  fo r  years were a lienated and abused 
s im p ly  because they refused to go a long 
w ith  the ru inous p o licy  o f the P arty .

The “ s tra tegy”  o f the P a rty  was to  is ­
sue fro m  its  debacle in  the W orkm en ’s 
C irc le  by a coup d ’E ta t in  the Independent. 
F irs t, capture  the Independent, then s p lit  
o ff the L e ft w in g  fo r  the W. C., a ffilia te  
i t  to  the I. W. C., and thereby come in to  
possession o f a la rge r, pe rfe c tly  con tro lled  
I. W. C. T h a t is, get r id  o f the “ tirsom e” 
s trugg le  aga inst the R ig h t w in g  bureau­
cra ts in  the W orkm en ’s C irc le , and lead 
a life  o f L e ft  w in g  peace in  the Independ­
ent.

T h is  b it  o f Napoleonic s trategy, how ­
ever, fa iled  to  reckon w ith  the host, i. e., 
w ith  the R ig h t w in g  in  the Independent, 
do rm ant fo r  years, u n in flu e n tia l, bu t a l­
ways on the lookou t fo r  a chance to 
s trengthen itse lf. The p u re ly  a rb itra ry , 
ro u g h -rid in g  measufes taken by the P a rty  
a fte r its  capture o f the I. W. C. gave the 
R ig h t w in g  its  long looked-fo r chance to 
make a fro n ta l a ttack  on the Communists 
d ire c tly , and in d ire c tly  aga inst the whole 
L e ft  w ing. I ts  co n tro l o f the Board of 
Appeals gave i t  the fo rm a l o p p o rtu n ity  fo r 
rem oving  the P a rty -co n tro lle d  N ationa l E x ­
ecutive Committee, a lleged ly fo r  its  ne­
go tia tions w ith  the L e ft w in g  o f the 
W orkm en ’s C irc le , held fo r  the purpose of 
w o rk in g  ou t the ways and means o f e ffect­
in g  the a f f i l ia t io n  o f the la tte r. The N. E. 
C. refused to  recognize th is  decision, and, 
on October 30 i t  occupied the offices of 
the organ iza tion , pu t new locks on the 
door, m et, removed the cha irm an and gen­
era] secre tary o f the o rgan iza tion  and the 
w hole Board o f Appeals! The la tte r  an­
swered w ith  an in ju n c tio n  aga inst the 
“ u su rpa to ry ”  N ationa l Executive, and the 
w hole  s trugg le  between the R ig h t w ing

and the P a rty  has now  been transfo rm ed  
in to  a lega l b a ttle  o f law yers  before  the 
Very honorab le  and respected courts  o f 
Massachusetts.

In  the m eantim e, the elements p rev iously  
in  the leadership o f the order, fo rm ed a 
Com mittee fo r  N on-P artisan ism  in  the In ­
dependent W orkm en ’s C irc le . Am ong the 
leaders o f th is  group are to  be found L e ft 
W ingers, socalled C entrists, and some who 
are undoub tly  connected w ith  the R ig h t 
w in g  in  one w ay o r another. B u t the move­
m ent has passed beyond its  leaders, and 
represents fa r  m ore than  they speak for. 
The members supo rting  th is  m ovement are 
not aga inst the L e ft w ing , b u t aga inst the 
a rb itra ry , na rrow , m echanical, bureaucratic  
methods employed by the present P a rty  
leaders. I t  is qu ite  tru e  th a t i f  the P ar­
ty  persists s tubbo rn ly  in  its  present course, 
the R ig h t w in g  w i l l  be able to  p lay  c lev­
e r ly  upon the sentim ents o f the L e ft w in g  
w orkers , p u ll them  awiay from  the Com­
m un is t movement, and s trengthen the hand 
o f reaction  in  the Independent. A ga inst 
th is  tendency, i t  is the d u ty  o f every class 
conscious m ilita n t  to  fig h t. The w e lfa re  
o f the Independent as a fig h tin g  a rm  of 
the labo r movement, ca lls— not fo r a f ig h t 
aga inst Communism and the L e ft w ing— but 
a f ig h t  fo r  the L e ft w ing , fo r  the s treng th ­
ening o f the C om m unist movement, against 
the reawakened R ig h t w ing, and against 
the adven tu ris t po licy  o f the S ta lin ites. 
The fa c t th a t the R ig h t w in g  w i l l  t r y  to  
make as m uch cap ita l as possible o u t o f 
the present s itua tion, requ ires the u tm ost 
v ig ila n ce  and resistance on the p a rt o f the 
class conscious w o rke rs  w ho b u ilt  the 
Independent in to  a source o f s treng th  and 
p ride  fo r  the L e ft w ing.

L e ft  W in g  W orkers vs. C .P.

The “ N on-P artisan  C om m ittee”  move­
m ent aannot be ignored. I t  is no t a R ig h t 
w in g  movement. I t  has the support a l­
ready o f the m a jo r ity  o f the mem bership, 
and the la rges t branches in  the order. 
B ranch  7, W orcester, the la rges t in  the 
coun try , B ranch  75, P ittsbu rgh , the second' 
la rgest, B ranch  18, 19 and 27 o f Dorches­
te r, B ranch  24 o f Chelsea, 29 o f Revere, 
40 o f Peabody and m any, m any o thers th a t 
were a lw ays supporters o f the L e ft w ing, 
and p ro m in e n tly  know n as L e ft w in g  
Committee. M ore than  50 branches are  a f- 
branches are now w ith  the N on-P artisan  
f ilia te d  w ith  the Committee. I f  these w o rk ­
ers who a lways cherished the L e ft w in g  
are steadily  won over to  the R ig h t in  the 
Course o f th is  fig h t, the cause fo r  i t  w i l l  
l ie  ch ie fly  in  the stupid, unpardonable 
b lunders o f the S ta lin ite  pup ils  in  th is  
coun try , who are incapable o f w in n in g  
w orkers  fo r  Communism and constan tly  
create splendid opportun ities  fo r  the re­
fo rm is ts  in  every field.

The comrades o f the Com m unist Lea­
gue (O pposition) in  Boston and in  Chel­
sea in  p a rt ic u la r  are ac tive ly  engaged in  
p reven ting  a d r i f t  to  the R ig h t o r  away 
fro m  Com munism  and the L e ft  w in g  in  
the I. W. C. W ith o u t g iv in g  any endorse­
m ents to  the leaders o f the Im p a rtia l Com­
m ittee, they are conducting a s trugg le  fo r 
the re ten tion  o f the  nonpartisan, a ll- in ­
c lus ive and L e ft  w in g  cha racte r o f the 
C irc le . They oppose the w rong p o licy  o f 
the Com m unist P a rty  and the e fforts  o f the 
R ig h t w in g  to establish its  co n tro l over the 
organ iza tion , as w e ll as the inexcusable, 
a n ti-w o rk in g  class action  o f the  Board 
o f Appeals in  p ro cu rin g  a cou rt in ju n c tio n , 
w h ich  gives the ca p ita lis t class an open 
hand in  deciding w o rk in g  class disputes.
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