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W ar Clouds in the East 
China Provokes Russia

C hina ’s seizure o f  the Chinese Eastern  R a ilw ay 
in  M anchuria , jo in t ly  owned b y  China and the Soviet 
U n ion , and the b ru ta l a rres t o f Soviet citizens, m ark  
a- c r im in a l a tte m p t by  the Chinese coun te r-revo lu tion  
to  p rovoke a  w a r aga inst the W o rke rs ’ R epublic.

The Soviet U n ion  was the f i r s t  co u n try  in  the 
w o rld  to  renounce a ll r ig h ts  o f e x tra - te r r ito r ia li ty  
in  China and to  re tu rn  a ll the  concessions e x to rted  
b y  earism  fro m  the Chinese people —  a step taken by 
none o f  the im p e ria lis t powers. In  1924, the two' coun­
tr ie s  reached an am icable agreem ent on the jo in t  
co n tro l and ad m in is tra tio n  o f  the Chinese Eastern  
R a ilw ay, b u ilt  b y  cza ris t Russia. The m ovem ent fo r  
Chinese lib e ra tio n  fro m  im peria lism  has always fo u nd  
the w arm est response fro m  the w orkers and peasants 
o f  Russia. N ow , ta k in g  advantage o f  Russia’s de­
lib e ra te  p o lic y  o f  peace, the Chinese governm ent has 
taken th is  p rovocative  step designed to  outrage  the 
Soviets and fo rce  them  to  w ar.

The seizure o f  the Chinese Eastern  R a ilw a y  is 
the  log ica l outcom e o f the co u n te rrevo lu tio n a ry  
course pursued by  Chiang K a i-S hek and the o ther 
leaders o f  the K uo  M in  Tang. The Russian masses 
m ust now  pay fo r  the m enshevik p o licy  app lied in  
the Chinese re vo lu tio n  o f  1925-27 b y  the S ta lin - 
B ucha rin  con tro lle d  . E xecu tive  o f the C om in te rn  
w h ich  served as a  brake on the re vo lu tio n a ry  move­
m en t o f  the w orkers and peasants, chained them  and 
the Com m unist P a rty  to  the ch a rio t o f  the bourgeois 
Kuo M in  Tang, end fa c ilita te d  the v ic to ry  o f  S ta lin ’s 
a llies, the co u n te r-re vo lu tio n a ry  generals o f Chiang 
K ai-Shek’s s tripe . The resu lt o f  th is  p o licy  —  the 
se tting  back o f  the Chinese, re vo lu tio n a ry  m ovem ent 
fo r  years, and the  tr iu m p h  o f  reaction  —  has made 
i t  possible f o r  C h iang  K a i-S hek to  proceed aga inst 
the  Soviets w ith  such brazen cyn ic ism  w ith o u t en­
co u n te rin g  subs tan tia l resistance b y  the Chinese mas­
ses.

T h is  resistance m ust be made to  C hina ’s p ro ­
voca tion  by  the w orkers  o f  the en tire  w o rld . The So­
v ie t U n ion  rem ains the fo rtre s s  o f the w o rld  revo­
lu tio n , a source o f  s treg th  to  labo r everywhere, and 
the w o rk in g  class th ro u g h o u t the w o rld  m ust ra l ly  to  
its  defense im m ed ia te ly . The w orkers  m ust be on 
th e ir  guard  aga inst a ll possible developments on a 
la rge r scale. U p to  the present tim e, there  are few  
signs th a t the Chinese action  is being supported by fo ­
re ign  im peria lism . Th is is not because the im peria lis ts  
love Russia m ere and Chiang K a i-Shek less. I t  is be­
cause they fe a r the establishm ent o f a precedent 
th a t the present Chinese ru le rs  w ould  use aga inst the 
concessions and e x t ra - te r r ito r ia li ty  r ig h ts  th a t E ng­
land, F rance, Japan and others took  fro m  C hina by 
fo rce . I t  is because the im p e ria lis tic  powers are now 
s tr iv in g  against each o ther fo r  Russia’s trade. C redits 
fro m  Germ any, com ing recogn ition  fro m  England 
and the U n ite d  States and s im ila r signs, are a ll in d i­
ca tive  o f th is . T h a t exp la ins the pecu lia r “ n e u tra lity ”  
o r  Soviet “ fr ien d lin e ss ”  o f  the w o rld  im p e ria lis t 
press. The Japanese press has condemned the action 
o f  the Chinese, because th e y  fe a r s im ila r action 
against th e ir  properties in  M anchuria . The D a ily  
W o rke r repo rts  th a t the m ost in f lu e n tia l Germ an pa­
pers have a ttacked  China. The French, and the A m e r­
ican press, led by  the New Y o rk  T imes, have ad­
opted a “ n e u tra l”  o r  “ fa vo ra b le ”  a ttitu d e . The lead­
in g  organ o f  the B r it is h  im peria lism  in  China, the 
Pe ip ing  and T ien ts in  Tim es, regards the action  as “ a 
fla g a n t v io la tio n  o f  a solemn in te rn a tio n a l agree­
m en t”  and w arns C hina against a ttem pts  a t w ar.

A nd  both S ecretary o f  State Stim son and the 
F rench  fo re ig n  m in is te r, B ria n d , are c a llin g  a tte n tio n  
to  both pa rties  th a t they are jo in t  s igna tories to  the 
K e llogg  P act! Russia’s s igna ture  o f the K e llogg  Pact, 
th a t smoke-screen fo r  im p e ria lis t w a r p repara tion , 
is no t s tand ing  i t  in  very good stead, as we pointed 
out some tim e  ago.

In  sp ite  o f  a ll th is , the w orkers m ust bear in  
m ind the p oss ib ility  o f a h ig h ly  dangerous s itua tion  
developing. The funda m e n ta l antagonism  between the 
Soviet U n ion  and w o rld  im peria lism  remains. 
Should the Chinese coun te r-revo lu tion is ts  and the 
Russian W h ite  guards proceed to large-scale m ilita ry  
a ttack, necessita ting the w ith d ra w a l o f  Russian 
forces fro m  the W estern f ro n t ie r ,  the B a ltic  tools 
o f European im peria lism , led by P ilsudski, may use 
the o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  a coun te r-re vo lu tio n a ry  assault 
fro m  the west. The im peria lis ts  w an t Russian trade, 
bu t i f  the  p oss ib ility  is g iven them , they w ant the 
com plete ove rth row  o f the p ro le ta r ia n  d ic taorsh ip  
even more.

E ve ry  w o rke r on g u a rd ! Now more than ever is 
the un ited  s tren g th  o f the w o rk in g  class im pera tive . 
N ow  m ore than  ever m ust there  be the u n ity  and 
conso lidation o f  Russia’s revo lu tio n a ry  fo rces against 
the  rea c tio n a ry  elements ins ide and outside the Soviet 
U n ion . N ow  m ore than  ever is the re tu rn  o f  the 
expelled and exiled B o lshev ik-Len in is ts  necessary 
fo r  the C om m unist P a rty . N ow  m ore th a n  ever is  i t  
necessary to  re ca ll L . D. T ro ts k y  to  his r ig h t fu l  place 
as leader o f  the in v in c ib le  Red A rm y .

L ong  liv e  ■ v ic to ry  o f  the  I w  ’s ian p ro le ta r ia t !
Down w ith tiie  red-handed assassins of the
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FIRST OF AUGUST!
W hat will “International Red Day” bring
•Tnis docum ent has been prepared and signed 

by the ed ito rs  o f the new  in te rn a tio n a l Magazine 
“ O pposition ”  w h ich is soon to  appear.)

“ The W estern  European Bureau o f the Com­
m un is t In te rn a tio n a l”  has summoned the w orkers  o f 
the whole w o rld  to  dem onstrate  in  the streets on the 
F irs t  o f  A ugust.- T h is  dem onstra tion  has been ap­

p o in te d  as an answer to  the b loody repression b y  the  
Germ an social democrats o f the vanguard  o f  the 
B e r lin  w orkers. T h a t the h is to ric  c rim e pe rpe tra ted  
on the F irs t o f M ay cannot and w il l  no t rem a in  u n ­
avenged —  no re v o lu tio n is t has any doubt o f  tha t. 
The on ly  question is, when and how  we can avgnge 
ourselves on the  social dem ocracy and its  bourgeois 
boss fo r  the b loody a tta ck  upon the  M ay day m an i­
fes ta tion  o f  the w orkers. The m ethod chosen by the 
C om in te rn  is w rong  to  the bo ttom . I t  is the mere 
p repara tion  o f  a  n ew  defeat.

The M ay D a y  dem onstra tion  is a t ra d it io n a l de­
m onstra tion  o f  the  p ro le ta r ia t appo in ted  once and 
fo r  a ll to  take  place upon a  d e fin ite  day o f the  yea r 
—  independently  o f  the  course o f  the in te rn a tio n a l 
and na tio na l l i fe  o f  the  p ro le ta r ia t. B u t the  whole 
h is to ry  o f  the M ay  D ay ce leb ra tion  shows th a t i t  nev­
er hung  suspended above the rea l course o f  the 
w o rke r’s m ovem ent, bufr was w h o lly  determ ined by 
th is  m ovem ent and subord ina te  to  i t .  In  p a rties  car­
ry in g  on a peacefu l re fo rm is t w o rk  i t  was tra n s fo rm ­
ed fro m  the beg inn ing  in to  a peacefu l m an ife s ta tio n  
and had lo s t be fore  the  w a r a ll its  re v o lu tio n a ry  
fe a tu re . In  coun tries  w here an energetic  s trugg le  was 
in  progress fo r  the un ive rsa l franch ise , the  M ay 
D a y  ce leb ra tion  was tran s fo rm e d  in to  a cons tituen t 
p a rt o f th is  s trugg le . In  Russia the  M ay D ay cele­
b ra tio n  was id e n tif ie d  w ith  the  re vo lu tio n a ry  s tru g ­
gle aga inst Czarism  and fro m  1905 on changed w ith  
a ll its  changes: fro m  s to rm y a tta ck  to  complete qu i- 
esenee. We saw the same th in g  in  G erm any a f te r  the 
war.

The recent M ay D ay ce lebra tion  n a tu ra lly  re ­
flec ted  those processes w h ich  have la te ly  fo u n d  th e ir

expression in  the  l i fe  o f the trade  unions, in  the m un i­
c ipa l and p a rla m e n ta ry  e lections, especially in  Eng­
land  and B e lg ium , and in  m any o th e r moi'e t r iv ia l 
m an ifes ta tions  o f  the l i fe  o f  the  w o rk in g  class. The 
p o lit ica l s ta b iliza tio n  o f  the bourgeoisie d u rin g  the 
last six years has found  its  ch ie f support in  the po­
lic y  o f  the C om in te rn , w h ich  has guaranteed, the de­
fe a t o f  the  p ro le ta r ia t in  G erm any, C hina, Eng land , 
Poland, B u lg a ria , a w eakening o f its  pos ition  in  the 
U. S. S. R., a consistent desin teg ra tion  o f the C om in­
te rn  and a re v iv in g  o f the social democracy. The po­
lit ic a l s ta b iliza tio n  o f  the bourgeoisie has been the 
necessary prem ise c f  its  economic s ta b iliza tio n  w h ich  
in  tu rn  Ijas weakened the poss ib ility  o f  d irec t revo­
lu tio n a ry  a c tiv ity .

COM INTERN POLICY IN  ENGLAND
In  its  m ore concenti'a ted fo rm  th is  whole s itu ­

a tio n  has re ce n tly  come be fo re  us in  E ng land, where 
o n ly  three years ago the p ro le ta r ia t passed th ro u g h  
its  re v o lu tio n a ry  genera l s tr ike . In  a coun ty  where 
cap ita lism  is s u ffe r in g  a g ig a n tic  cris is o f  decline, 
and w here a ll the  leaders o f  the w o rke rs ’ o rgan iza­
tions have succeeded in  d isg rac ing  themselves w ith  
an unheard o f  be tra ya l, the  Com unist P a rty  has re ­
vealed its e lf  a t the po lls as to ta lly  in s ig n if ic a n t in  
size. F o r qu ite  a num ber o f  years the C om in te rn  and 
the Red In te rn a tio n a l o f  Labor U nions have been 
announcing  to  the whole w o rld  th a t in  the  move­
m ent o i  the re v o lu tio n a ry  m in o r ity  o f  the  trad e  
unions the re  are about a m illio n  w orkers  who fo llo w  
the  C om m unist banner. The unem ployed tog e th e r 
w ith  the  g row n  m em bers o f fa m ilie s  w ou ld  g ive  us a t 
least ove r tw o  m illio n  vo te rs. The m iners, who have 
just, come th ro u g h  an immense s tr ike  and are  com pel­
led to  w o rk  under worsened cond itions, w ould  g ive a ll 
most as m any. O u t o f  th is  th ree  o r fo u r  m illio n  i t  
w ou ld  seem as i f  a t least a decent share ought to  have 
fa lle n  to  the lo t  o f the C om m unjst P a rty . A n d  w h a t 
happened? N o m in a tin g  27 candidates in the d is tric ts

C O N T IN U E D  ON P A C E  SE VE N .

Gastonia in Danger
As the day o f the t r ia l ,  J u ly  29, approaches, i t  

becomes inc reas ing ly  c lear th a t the southern B o u r­
bons are determ ined to  go th ro u g h  w ith  th e ir  plans 
to  “ le g a lly ”  m urde r the 15 s tr ike  leaders who have 
been ind ic ted  in  Gastonia, N o rth  C aro lina, fo r  the 
m a jo r c rim e o f a rousing the serfs o f the  te x tile  b a r­
ons to  s trugg le . The ju d ic ia l henchmen o f the south­
ern lords w an t to  execute a t least some o f  the 15 
w orkers  who defended themselves aga inst the 
m urderous ra id  o f  the loca l fascists. B y  th is  punish 
m ent they in tend to  make an example o f  those w o rk ­
er's who dared to  challenge the  m ig h t o f  th e ir  bosses, 
and p a rtic u la r ly  o f the “ Bolsheviks fro m  the N o r th ”  
who organized and led them.

The southern reactiona ries  r ig h t ly  see in  the 
Com m unists the m ost m ilita n t f ig h te rs  aga inst ex 
p lo ita tio n , th e ir  m ost dangerous foes. They know 
th a t in  the recent ba ttles  on the te x t ile  f r o n t  in  the 
South, the Com m unists have done m ore to  arouse a 
s p ir it  o f resistance and independence among the v io ­
le n tly  suppresed southern w orkers  than  have the years 
o f  do-no th ing  “ o rgan iza tion  w o rk ”  ca rried  on by the 
A m erican  Federa tion  o f L a b o r p a y ro ll boys. T h a t is 
w hy the lyn ch in g  s p ir it  aimed to  cow the southern 
te x tile  w orkers is aimed m ost d ire c tly  a t the  Com­
m unists.

The 1922 ra id  o f the Com m unists in  B ridgem ann 
was carried  ou t by the  reac tion  in  o rde r to  s tr ike  a 
blow  against the whole labo r m ovem ent, aga inst the 
f ig h t in g  s p ir it  o f the steel, ra ilro a d , m ine and te x tile  
w orkers. In the same sense, the lyneh ing  o f  the 15 
s tr ike  m ilitan ts-C om m un is ts  and n o n -P arty  f ig h te rs —  
is being planned to  in tim id a te  the r is in g  labo r 
movement in  the South w h ich  has broken o u t in  th ree  
seperate places in  as m any m onths: Gastonia, E liza- 
be thton  and New Orleans. The south is a huge re ­
se rvo ir c f  s treng th  and f ig h t in g  capacity fo r  the 
whole labo r movem ent o f the U n ited  States. I f  .the 
ca p ita lis t class succeeds in  dam n ing  th is  reservo ir 
end d ire c tin g  its  f lo w  in to  the channel o f scabbery. 
the whole labor m ovem ent w i l l  su ffe r. The Gastonia 
t r ia l is such an a ttem pt.

Tha t is w h y  the A m erican  w o rk in g  class every­
w here m ust ra l ly  s w if t ly  to  the defense o f Gastonia 
I t  m ust m arch to  its  a id  now, and no t when i t  is too 
la te. I t  cannot rem ain  in d if fe re n t  to  the fa te  o f  its  
class brothel's w ith o u t endangering its  own fa te . I t  
m ust m arch in  united columns. Past experiences 
have shown the m o rta l b low  th a t  d iv ided  and sectar­
ia n  action  has de livered in  s im ila r  instances. In  the 
S acco-Vanzetti case, the  Boston C om m ittee  o f  social­
is ts  and ana rch is ts  a ttem p ted  to  m ono’

"PQ iU EIL-O N . R A G -

One' o f the f i r s t  acts o f the new B r it is h  Labor 
G overnm ent has been to  deny the r ig h t  o f asylum  
to  L. D. T ro tsky , the ex iled  o rgan ize r o f the Russian 
R evo lu tion  and the Red A rm y . D e fin ite  announce­
m ent o f  th is  decision was made in  the House o f Com­
mons on J u ly  11th accord ing  to  a dispatch p rin ted  
in the New Y o rk  Times. The M acD onald G overn­
m ent, w h ich has been issu ing d a ily  announcem ents 
th a t i t  in tends to  do n o th ing  h a rm fu l to  the cap ita ­
lis t system o f exp lo ita tion , lis t  no tim e  in b u ttre s ­
sing the prom ises w ith  a concrete and s ig n ific a n t 
deed.

M acD onald never tire d  o f condem ning the Pro­
le ta ria n  D ic ta to rsh ip , w h ich T ro tsky  symbolizes, on 
the g round o i its  lack o f “ dem ocracy.”  ■ The exclu ­
sion o f T ro tsky  illu s tra te s  again w hat these foo tm en 
o f Im pe ria lism  mean by  “ dem ocracy.”  In  th e ir  sub­
servience to  the ca p ita lis t masters they cast aside the 
tra d it io n a l r ig h t  o f asylum  w hich England once gave 
to M arx  and M azzini.

The rea l masters o f the. B r it is h  E m pire  are w e ll 
pleased w ith  th is  act o f  th e ir  “ L a b o r”  M in is te r. 
“ Tories cheer L abor M in is te r ’s announcem ent in Com­

mons”  says the New Y o rk  Times. And w hy should ’n t 
they cheer? The class conscious cap ita lis ts  c lea rly  
understand w h a t T ro tsky  represents. The Times edi­
to r ia l says: “ Fore ign  Secretary Henderson d e fin ite ly  
stated th a t before  d ip lom a tic  re la tions  w ith  Soviet 
Russia are resumed d e fin ite  pledges w il l  be requ ired  
th a t no C om m unist a g ita tio n  in  E ng land  is to be en­
couraged o r pe rm itte d  by the M oscow au tho rities . 
T ha t is asking a good deal. I f  th e y  give so much 
they w ill expect som ething in  re tu rn . The exclusion 
o f T ro ts k y  fro m  a refuge 'on  B rit is h  soil w ould be 
som ething.”

The Times, w hich in te rp re ts  ‘ the b ig  cap ita lis t 
po in t o f view  u n e rr in g ly , rem arks: “ In  a ll th is  Rus­
sian a f fa ir ,  as in  others, P rim e  M in is te r  M acDonald 
is proceeding w ith  notab le  and p ra isew orthy  cau tion ." 
W hat is needed now is an e d ito ria l fro m  tho  New 
Leader, exp la in in g  how  the  b a rr in g  o f T ro ts k y  fro m  
E ng land  proves the su p e rio r ity  o f bourgeois democra­
cy over w orkers  d ic ta to rsh ip  as a fo rm  o f  g ove rn ­
m ent. A n d  —  to  round  o u t the  a f fa ir  w ith  the  u n ­
animous and harm onious agreem ent o f  a ll pa rties , 
we need an e d ito r ia l f ro m  the D a ily  W o rk e r on the  
sub ject, app laud ing  the  exclusion o f  T ro ts k y  as a 

a t the coun te r-revo lu tion . These »re

England Bars Trotsky
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The End of the Cloakmakers Strike
The New' Y o rk  c loakm akers’ s tr ik e  was p r im a r i-  

an expression o f the fa c t th a t th e y  are beg inning , 
recover fro m  the  d iso rgan iza tion , in d iffe re n ce  

id de fea t1 and asp iring  to  reco n s titu te  th e ir  o rgan i- 
,tion and-' reestab lish  the  un ion  cond itions w h ich  
ere wrested* fro m  them . Due to  th e  combined* 
rength  o f  the bosses and the R igh t w in g  leaders 
id  the state and' c ity  a u tho ritie s  who in te rvened ’ 
it iv e ly , and thanks to  th e  g re a t e rro rs  o f the L e ft  
in g  leadership, th is  new m ovement o f  the w orkers  
as d ive rted  fo r  the t i n *  being* in to - class co llabor- 
*ion channels and fa ile d  o f  its  object.

The s tr ike  ca lled by  the In te rn a tio n a l Ladies 
a rm ent W orkers  U n ion  was b rough t to  a sham eful 
inc lus ion  by the- R ig h t 'w in g  un ion  leaders. W ith  
ic exception o f the “ closed shop,’ ’ no t a single one 
i  the  .im po rta n t deiha’nds announced a t the begin- 
ing o f the s tr ike  has- been achieved in  the f in a l set- 
ement between the un ion  and the bosses’ associa- 
on. The socia list p illa rs  o f  the un ion , Schlesinger- 
ub insky, N in fo  and Co., have n o t shown im prove- 
ie tit over th e ir  treacherous reco rd  o f the past, and 
te s itu a tio n  is p re tty  bad when even the  ye llow  New 
o rk  F o rw a rd  is constra ined to  a d m it (J u ly  17, 
9 29 ): “ I t  w ou ld  be w ro ng  to  m a in ta in  th a t the 
.oakn\iikers go t e ve ry th in g  they were en title d  to  in  
u present s tr ike  and se ttlem en t.”

Here are the resu lts o f the f i r s t  sk irm ish  in  
ic  new period o f rise o f the R igh t w in g  leadership 
i the ladies ga rm en t in d u s try ;

There- is no p rov is ion  made in  the agreem ent 
or an increase in  wages fo r  the w orkers , despite 
le ir  present s tra itened  cond itions, and the assur- 
nee o f the leaders th a t the s tr ike  w ou ld  resu lt in  a 
'age raise.

There is no prov is ion  made in  the agreement 
or the establishm ent o f the unem ploym ent insurance 
und, a b u rn in g  need fo r  the w orkers. L ike  the wage 
ic.rease, the prospect fo r  i t  is dangled be fo re  the 
yes o f the w orkers fo r  some fu tu re  tim e  when the 
rb itra t io n  commission w i l l  deem i t  necessary and 
dv isab le !

FA C TS  A B O U T  T H E  S E T T L E M E N T

There is no d e fin ite  and unm istakab le  a bo lition  
f  the m alevo lent p iece-w ork system, and no guaran- 
ees are established fo r  w ip in g  i t  o u t o f the in d u s try , 
’romises on paper serve as guarantees on ly* fo r  the 
osses. _ _ t

There is no pos itive  assurance o f  the  in s titu t io n  
f  the 40 -hour week (5-day w eek) in  the in d u s try .

The in fam ous “ reo rg a n iza tion ”  r ig h t  is  s t i l l  
•ranted to  the bosses in  the  new agreem ent. W ha t is 
Iven worse than  th is  is the r ig h t  g ran ted  to  the  hos­
es b y  the un ion  to  discharge any w o rke r —  except 
o r reasons o f “ un ion  a c t iv ity ”  —  sub ject to  appeal 
o the  “ im p a r t ia l”  commission. The R ig h t is trum p e t- 
ng th is  p o in t as’ a v ic to ry  fo r  the  w orkers, when in  
■eality i t  is aimed d ire c tly  a t the w orkers, and a t the 
n il ita n t,  class conscious w orkers  in  p a rtic u la r . “ U n i­
in  a c t iv ity ”  under the regim e o f  the Sehlesingers, 
is the  w orkers  have learned to  know , is lim ite d  to  
ic t iv ity  aga inst the opponents o f  the  bureaucracy. 
The discharge r ig h t  is aimed a t those w orkers  in  the 
jhop who f ig h t  fo r  the  r ig h ts  and in terests o f  the 
Jloakmakefs, who dare to  te l l  the  boss w here to  get 
i f f  a t, and above a ll, a t those w orkers  who dare to  
sxpress any c rit ic is m  o f the lead ing c lique  o f  the 
union and its  misdeeds. The discharge r ig h t  s ign ifie s  
jo in t co n tro l by  the bosses and the un ion  bureaucrats 
over the jo b  o f the w orkers  who can hence fo rth  open 
his m outh  , o n ly  a t the r is k  o f hav ing  to  look 
fo r  w o rk  elsewhere. I t  is the old game p layed by  
Lew is and the operators aga inst the m ilita n t  m iner, 
by  H illm a n  and Co. aga inst the L e f t  w in g  ta ilo r ,  and 
by  Schlesinger, Sigman and Co. when they  were at 
the helm  in  the past. M any have been the  w orkers 
who were le f t  breadless o r d riven  o u t o f the in d u s try  
a fte r  such a “ v ic to ry ”  as th is .

To cap the b e tra ya l o f the w orkers by  Schlessin- 
ger is the unconcealed s p ir it  o f class co llabo ra tion  
th a t characterized the course o f the s tr ike  and th a t 
is now  fastened on to  the backs o f the cloakm akers 
th rough  the settlem ent. The e n try  o f the L ie u te n a n t­
G overnor Lehm ann and M ayo r W a lke r, tw o  o f the, 
best wheel-horses o f Tam m any H a ll, in to  the s trike  
as ‘-a rb ite rs ”  o f the dispute was g le e fu lly  ha iled  by 
these “ soc ia lis t”  leaders who have long  ago dumped 
the class s trugg le  fro m  th e ir  t r a in  as excess baggage. 
The w orkers  were asked to  o f fe r  up thanks to these 
Tam m any H a ll s tandpatte rs as the saviors and pa t­
rons o f the oppressed. F urth e rm o re , the settlem ent 
calls fo r  the establishm ent o f  a perm anent “ im p a rtia l 
a rb itra t io n ”  commission to  w h ich  a ll disputes w il l  
be re fe red . The “ im p a r t ia l”  chairm an who w ill sa­
c r if ic e  h im se lf to  th is  w o rk  a t the m iserable sa la ry  
o f  $25,000 a yea r is M r. Raym ond Inge rso ll, another 
Tam m any hack.

O R G A N IZ IN G  T H E  BOSSES
W o rs t o f a ll, the  un ion  obligates its e lf  to  fo rce  

a ll independent bosses to  jo in  the bosses’ associations. 
T h a t is, the un ion  o f the w o rke rs  is supposed to  be­
come the agent, the o rgan ize r fo r  the unions o f the 
bosses. The w orkers  are to  become the  ins trum en ts  
fo r  fo rg in g  a solid, u n ite d  f r o n t  o f the bosses so th a t 
they  m ay the b e tte r  be able to  b reak the u n ity  o f the 
w orkers . Schlesinger in  the ro le  o f  a p ro cu re r fo r  
the  m an u fa c tu re rs ’ In d u s tr ia l C ounc il —  th a t is a 
liv in g  p o r tra it  o f  the “ soc ia lis t”  trade  un ion  leader 
in  his p rim e.

There is not the faintest excuse "for this treach­
ery to the workers. A t least 20,000 workers —  the 
decisive m ajority —  responded to the call of the 
Right wing union. A  few  thousand others went down 
in reply to the call of the L e ft wing Industrial U ni­
on. The Right wing was in the position to hold out 
fo r the demands of fhe workers, to gain a fa r  better 
settlement than they did —  if they -had been inter

in d u s try  w i l l  convince the* veries t ch ild  th a t th is  is 
no t the case.

W h y  was the R ig h t w in g  able to  c a rry  th rough  
th e ir  be tra ya l w ith  such, com para tive  ease? The 
exp lana tion  is n o t e n tire ly  w ith  the answ er th a t they 
were in  a shameless u n ite d  f ro n t  w ith  the m ach inery 
o f the c a p ita lis t state (Tam m any H a ll, fro m  A lb a n y  
to  the C ity  H a ll)  and the cloak bosses. T h a t was u n ­
doubted ly  a- p o w e rfu l fa c to r. B u t the o ther fa c to r 
th a t co n trib u te d  m ig h tily  to  the success o f  the R ig h t 
w in g  fake rs  was the enormous e rro rs  o f the L e f t  
w ing; These e rro rs  m ust be condemned precise ly  
because they p layed in to  the hands- o f the R ig h t w in g  
and strengthened the la tte r .

ERRORS O F T H E  L E F T  W IN G

In  the f i r s t  place, the L e f t  w in g  —  and we speak 
sp e c ifica lly  o f  the C om m unist P a rty  w h ich  acted 
th rough  the Needle Trades W orkers  In d u s tr ia l U n ion  
—  displayed em inen t con fus ion ; Where i t  d id  have 
a p o licy  i t  was the w rong  one. The L e f t  w in g  showed 
no in it ia t iv e  in  the  strugg le . Its  position  was th a t i f  
the R ig h t w in g  called a  S trike  then th e  L e f t  w in g  
w ou ld  tra n s fo rm  i t  in to  a re a l s tr ike . B y  th is  act 
alone they  a u to m a tica lly  gave the  R igh t w in g  the 
f i r s t  W ord; th e y  s’-ufr’e rfd e re d 'th e  head o f the  move-- 
m ent to  the R igh t a n d ‘ le f t  themeselves the ro le  o f 
ta il end.

The L e f t  w in g  did no t issue the slogan o f u n ity  
in  the strugg le , and i t  was under th is  slogan th a t 
the L e f t  w in g  gained its  b ig  s tren g th  am ong the needle 
trades w orkers, reach ing  its  he igh t in  1926-27. In ­
stead o f the slogan and p ractise  o f u n ity , the on ly  
demand o f the L e f t  was an appeal to  the w orkers to  
make i t  a rea l s tr ike  —  by w a lk in g  down fro m  the 
shops and com ing to  the L e f t  w in g  halls. The w o rk ­
ers did no t understand  th is  “ b r i l l ia n t ! ’ m aneuver, 
th is  “ novel”  way o f u n it in g  the w o rke rs  to  strugg le  
against the bosses in  a s tr ike . The re su lt was, despite 
a ll the se lf-deception and exaggeration o f the o f f ic ia l 
P a rty  press, th a t the b u lk  o f the w orkers  w en t to  
the R ig h t w in g  ha lls and n o t to  the  L e ft.

W ha t the L e f t  w in g  should have done was to 
“ organize conce ited actions o f a ll w o rke rs ’ o rgan­
iza tions”  and “ take  in to  considera tion th a t in  coun­
tr ie s  in  w hich there are several trade  un ion  head­
quarte rs , eve ry  action  o f the w orkers, p a rt ic u la r ly  
in  the event o f the genera l s tr ike , is th reatened w ith  
g rea t danger, i f  the trade  unions w i l l  n o t f ig h t  .jo in t­
ly ; ”  th a t “ the- re v o lu tio n a ry  trade  un ion  o ff ic ia ls  
should taken upon themselves the in it ia t iv e  to  create 
the un ited  f ro n t , ”  as is c o rre c tly  stated by the sec­
ond- Congress o f the  R. I .  L . U .

The L e f t  wing., as soon as there  was a prospect 
o f a s tr ike  b y  the R ig h t w in g , should have made 
proposals fo r  jo in t  action  to  guarantee the so lid a rity  
o f  the w o rke rs ’ f r o n t  aga inst the  bosses,- gua rd ing  
a t the same tim e  its  ow n independence and its  r ig h t  
o f  c r it ic ism  and a g ita tio n . Proposals fo r  u n ity  could 
have been made even to  the  R ig h t w in g  leaders, yes,

In  the  la s t days o f  M ay was held the convention 
o f  the Independent W orkm en ’s C irc le  a t Chicago.

The Independent W orkm en ’s C irk le  is a rad ica l 
and fra te rn a l o rgan iza tion  w h ich  has been in  ex is t­
ence fo r  the la s t 23 years. I t  has a lw ays been in  
opposition  to the W orkm e n ’s C irc le  because the F o r­
w ard  c lique always had the co n tro l over the la tte r  
and w ou ld  fo rce  i t  to  adopt its  methods. The best 
p a rt o f the I .  W . C. was th a t members o f  any p o lit ic a l 
p a rty  could jo in  i t  and preach openly (h e ir  ideas. The 
le f t  w in g  had a fre e  f ie ld  fo r  propaganda there.

The W orkm en ’s C irc le  suppressed the le f t  w ing  
m ovem ent because th a t was the o rde r o f  the F o rw a rd  
and the S. P. W ith  the im p ra c tica l w o rk  o f the Com­
m unists in  the W orkm en ’s C irc le  they were abso lu te ly  
defeated. Now the same im p ra c tica l methods are used 
in  the I. W . C. B e fo re  the convention the W . P. tr ie d  
to organize a fe w  sm all branches o f le f t  w ingers w ith  
the aim  to “ cap ture ”  the convention  o f  the I. AV. C. 
W ith  a m a jo r ity  o f n ine votes th e y  adopted resolu­
tions th a t w ould be good on ly  fo r  a p a r ty  convention 
and n o t fo r  a non -partisan  f ra te rn a l o rgan iza tion  
whose m em bership is composed o f le f t  w ingers, na­
tiona lis ts , sm all business men and workers, who don’t  
belong o r  sym path ize w ith  any p o lit ic a l p a rty .

As soon as these reso lu tions were accepted a t the 
C onvention a re v o lt began in  the I .  W . C. The f i r s t  
revo lt s ta rted  in  Boson and a m eeting  o f m ore than  
th re e  hundred  people was held Wednesday, June 26, 
in  the A m erican  House w ith  M r. O ripow  as chairm an. 
The cha irm an began his speech w ith  the  fo llo w in g  
w ords: “ Last M onday’s F re ih e it e d ito ria l and to d ay ’s 
e d ito ria l o f the F re ih e it a ttacked  me as a r ig h t  w in g ­
e r and an enemy o f  the w o rk in g  class. I  shall state 
since I  was 16 years old I  became a w o rk e r and I  
am w o rk in g  in  a shoe fa c to ry  today. I  gave aw ay m y 
a c t iv ity  fo r  the w o rk in g  class and I  am do ing so a t 
the present. I  was never a r ig h t  w inge r. I  a lways was 
a sym path izer w ith  the le f t  w in g  movement. W hen 
the F re ih e it made the f i r s t  appeal since its  p u b lic ­
a tion  to  the I .  W . C- I  made a m otion  to the N a tio n a l 
E xecu tive  to  support the F re ih e it w ith  $300. Tha t 
w il l  show th a t the slander o f  the F re ih e it is n o t tru e .”  

A  fe w  te legram s and le tte rs  were read to  the mass 
m eeting  dec la ring  th e ir  support. E specia lly  i t  should 
be m entioned that a te leg ram  o f the second largest 
b ranch in  the o rgan iza tion , N um ber 15, w h ich  is also 
oonsidered to  be a le ft wing branch, pledged its  sup­
port to the new revolt fo r a  free platform  and non­
partisan organization.

“We were never a fra id  to  figh t against the trio : 
the Forward the W . G. and* the trade union bureau- 

re le ft wingers in the Jewish 
have donated to

even to  the Sehlesingers and Dubinskys* provided that 
the Left wing would simultaneously carry òn a per­
sistent agitation for-- such unity below, in the ranks 
of the? workers themselves. The L e f t  w in g  had a 
sp lendid 'o p p o r tu n ity  to  ag ita te  fo r  and fo rm  jo in t  
s tr ike  o r  action  com m ittees in  th e  shops; composed 
o f  w orkers be longing to  bo th  un ions and*those stand­
in g  outside o f  e ither. There were num erus o ther 
weapons at the command o f the L e f t  fo r  th e  o rg a n i­
za tion  o f  the u n ity  of* th e  w orkers, b u t th e y  chose 
none o f them.

Instead o f p lac ing  the stigm a o f  d iv is ion  where 
i t  belong*, on the R ig h t w in g  leaders, instead o f 
showing the w orkers  c le a rly  w here the resp o n s ib ility  
lies fo r  the s p lit  in  the w o rke rs ’ ranks, the course 
fo llow ed, by the L e ft  w in g  enabled the R ig h t w in g  to 
escape fro m  under and to  burden the L e f t  w ith  the* 
re sp o n s ib ility  fo r  d ivided action. The tes t o f the cor­
rectness o f the p o licy  lies w ith  the resu lts : the R ig h t 
is today  s tronger and the L e f t  w eaker than  e ith e r of 
them  has been f o r  the las t 3 o r  4 years.

P R E P A R E  FOR T H E  F U T U R E
This om inous fa c t, the resu lt o f the irresponsib le 

u Itra -“ L e f t ”  course o f  o u r A m erican  S ta lin is ts , is  
common know ledge am ong the w orkers  in  ‘ ‘ the 
m arke t.”  Unless i t  is taken in to  serious consideration 
b y  the  P a rty  and L e ft  w in g  un ion  leaders, and th e ir 
tac tics  changed accord ing ly , the L e f t  w in g  w i l l  be in  
3 s t i l l  worse pos ition , The s ta rt in g  p o in t f o r  such a 
change is a re c o g n it io n . o f the unpleasant t ru th  th a t 
so fa r  as the eloakiwakers are concerned, the R ig h t 
w in g  now has the upper hand. The L e f t  w in g  m ust 
proceed to  w in  back those w orkers  w ho now  fo llo w  
the Rig’ht, e ith e r because o f  convic tion  o r jo b  com­
pu ls ion. Despite every e f fo r t  o f the R igh t to  isolate 
the I ,e f t  w ing , the la tte r  m ust f in d  ways o f establish­
in g  the closest contact w ith  the w orkers  in  the shops. 
I t  m ust be recognized th a t in  m any cases L e f t  w in g  
w o rk e rs W ill have to  subm it to  the necessity o f jo in ­
in g  the R igh t w in g  un ion in  o rde r to  be able to  w o rk  
side b y  side w ith  the less advanced w orkers  and mo­
b ilize  them  in  the shop and in  the R igh t w in g  un ion 
fo r  a renew ed strugg le  fo r  u n ity  and aga inst the class 
co llabo ra tion is t R igh t w in g  and th e ir  p o lic y  o f be­
tra y a l.

The cloak s tr ike  movem ent was o n ly  a hesitant 
beg inn ing , a sign and a .promise o f deeper struggles 
to  come fo r  the actual rea liza tion  o f  the aims which 
the w orkers  fa iled  to  accomplish under the R igh t 
w ing . The g ro w th  o f the m ilita n c y  o f the w orkers  and 
the s treng then ing  o f  th e ir  s p ir it  can be sa fe ly  re lied 
upon. The question o f tac tics  and leadership w ill 
have a decisive bearing  on the resu lts  o f  these com­
in g  struggles. The present fa ilu re  is n o t a perm anent 
one. W ith  thè help o f  co rrec t tac tics  and resolute 
leadership on the  pa rt o f the L e f t  w in g  the  advance 
o f the R igh ts  can be pushed back and the present 
s itu a tio n  tu rned  in to  a mere episode. O n ly  b y  becom­
in g  an undetachable segment o f the needle trades 
masses w i l l  the  L e f t  w in g  make progress and f in a lly  
de fea t the R igh t. The m ilita n t  tra d it io n  o f  the w o rk ­
ers and the unsavory record o f the R ig h t are a gua­
ran tee  o f  the v ic to ry . The w ord  lies w ith  the  L e f t  
w in g  w orkers. —  M. S.

a tttacked  S ovie t Russia and the A m erican  Comrnun- 
its  as spies and  provocators —  L . S .) F o r  the 
las t fe w  years we have done e ve ry th in g  fo r  the le f t  
w in g  m ovem ent. N ow  the C om m unist P a rty  came to 
Ghicago a fte r  the w o n d e rfu l w o rk  we have done fo r  
the le f t  w in g  m ovem ent, a f te r  we have accepted the 
le f t  w in g  w o rk rs , w here they w ere expelled fro m  
the- W . C. as in d iv id u a l members and as branches in  
ou r o rgan iza tion . Now the Com m unist P a rty  came 
to  Chicago and made a pogrom  and tr ie d  to  d iscred it 
ou r active  members as coun te r revo lu tio n is ts , ene­
mies o f Soviet Russia. We were he lp ing  to  b u ild  the 
new needle trade  un ion . We are o rgan iz ing  an I ,  W. 
C. “ V illa g e ”  in  Russia.”

W hen the cha irm an tr ie d  to  in troduce  the next 
speaker, M r. W ileon  (the  f i r s t  cha irm an o f  the I ,  W . 
C .), “ com rade”  M arx , m anager o f the F re ih e it, who 
is a member a fe w  m onths in  the I. W . C. and was: 
one o f  the s teering  comm ittee, stood and w ith  a few  
* f  h is sym path izers made so much noise th a t i t  Was 
b rough t to  a f is t  f ig h t.  Thus the m eeting was b ro k ­
en up and ad journed.

The steering com m ittee had prepared in  advance 
ft h a ll dow nstairs. The F re ih e it m anager shouted, 
“ a l l  the  le f t  w ingers should go dow nsta irs  in  the 
h a ll.”  B u t on ly  a fe w  fo llo w e d  h im . The le f t  w ingers 
Who were in  the h a ll d id  not agree w ith  the hooligan 
methods o f  the steering  com m ittee. B y  these methods 
the P a rty  is being d iscredited among the sincere sym ­
pathizers in  the le f t  w in g  and the r ig h t  w in g  rea c tio n ­
aries ga in  g round  in  the Jew ish labo r movement.

L . S ch losberj.
E x -N a tio n a l E xecutive  C om m ittee,

Independent W orkm en ’s C irc le .
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The cris is in  the A m erican  C om m unist m ovem ent 
is a p a rt o f  the crisis in  the In te rn a tio n a l w h ich has 
been m a tu r in g  over a period  o f years. The Com mu­
n is t m ovem ent th ro u g h o u t the w o rld  is paying , in  d is­
in te g ra tio n  and defeat, fo r  the fa lse  leadership o f 
S ta lin  C entrism  and the m echanical e x te rm in a tio n  o f 
the L e n in is t w ing .

The A m erican  P a rty  was slow to m an ifes t open re ­
actions to  the In te rn a tio n a l crisis, and p a rtic u la r ly  
slow to develop a conscious p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the w o rld  
s trugg le  over the  basic questions w hich lie  a t the bo t­
tom  o f the cris is, b u t i t  is ca tch ing  up now w ith  de­
vas ta ting  speed. A n d  w ha t we see now is on ly  a beg in­
n ing. G rea te r storm s are ahead. The l ife  o f  the  move­
m ent is a t stake. O n ly  those who rouse themselves to 
th in k  and act can p lay  the p a rt o f C om m unist soldiers 
now and in  the  days ahead. Theolog ica l w orshippers o f 
fo rm u lae  handled down fro m  above, au tom a tic  hand 
raisers, are worse than  useless. The c u lt o f  “ corpse 
obedience”  serves o n ly  the bu reaucra tic  destroyers 
and holds back the  aw akening o f  the m ovem ent and 
its  regeneration.

I t  is necessary f i r s t  o f a ll to  te a r aside the cu rta in  
o f fa lsehood, deception and tr ic k e ry  behind w hich the 
p i t i fu l  subsid ized agents o f  A m erican  S ta lin ism  t r y  
to  conceal the rea l state o f  a f fa irs  fro m  the p a rty . 
The spurious “ en ligh tenm en t cam paign”  is such a c u r­
ta in . I t  ta lks  o f  discussion o f the issues— »and p ro h i­
b its  i t  b y  o rgan iza tion  measures and th rea ts . I t  c rus­
ades against fa c tio na lism  :—  under the d irec tion  o f the 
m ost unp rin c ip le d  and co rrup ted  fa c tio n  mongers. I t  
cries about the u n ity  o f  the p a rty — and plunges the 
p a rty  headlong in to  a new s p lit, the  second in  less than  
a year. The “ en ligh tm en t cam paign”  is a bare-faced 
fra u d , an in s u lt  to  the p a rty  and a ta rg e t fo r  the 
r id icu le  o f  its  enemies.

C on tem pt fo r  th e  Com m unist ra n k  and f i le  is a cha­
ra c te r is tic  o f  S ta lin ism  w hich rules by apparatus com-, 
pu ls ion  and co rrup ts  by  subsidy. Take the case o f 
Lovestone. F o r years the S ta lin  E. C. C. I .  supported 
h im  in  his c r im in a l fa c tio n a lism ; tim e  and tim e  again 
i t  in te rfe re d  to  s treng then  his c o n tro l o f  the p a rty . 
F oste r was his com rade-in-arm s in  the expulsion o f  the 
O pposition  Com munists. Stachel, Bedacht &  Co. were 
his pa rtne rs  in  every p e rfid io u s  fa c tio n  m anoeuvre, as­
su ring  the P a rty  th a t he represented the lin e  o f the 
C om m unist In te rn a tio n a l. W ith  the help o f the  E . C. C.
I .  and w ith  the help o f Stachel, Bedach t and W ein- 
stone he ga ined the support o f  90 per cent o f  the de l­
egates a t the P a rty  C onvention a fe w  m onths ago. 
N ow , o u t o f  a c lear sky, w ith o u t Lovestone having  
changed his cha racte r o r h is actions in  the  s ligh test 
de ta il, he is expelled fro m  the P a rty  as an opportun is t 
and renegade. A n d  Stachel, Bedacht and W einstone 
conduct a campaign to  “ e n lig h ten ”  the p a rty  about 
the  M a tte r ;  exp la in ing , however, th a t they, like  Saul 
o f  Tarsus, suddenly saw the lig h t and can now  be 
trus ted  sa fe ly .

THE STALIN ISTS AND THE R IG HT W ING

W hy should anyone be surprised i f  the enemies o f 
Com m unism  laugh and i f  the p a rty  members and sym ­
pa the tic  w orkers  fa l l  away in  bew ilde rm en t and dis­
gust? W hen we spoke a t the December P lenum  o f the 
C e n tra l E xecu tive  C om m ittee about the g ro w th  o f the 
r ig h t w in g  in  the Russian P a rty  and the cris is in  the 
R ig h t-C en te r B loc, we were accused o f scandal mon- 
g e ring  and “ specu la tion” . Pepper, who made the re ­
p o rt aga inst us, denied the existence o f any d iffe rences 
between S ta lin  and B ucharin , and F os te r nodded ap­
p ro va l o f  the statem ent. N ow  the P a rty , w h ich was 
le f t  in  ignorance o f a ll the developments, is b land ly  
in fo rm e d  th a t Lovestone is a ligned w ith  the Russian 
and In te rn a tio n a l r ig h t w in g  and th e re fo re  m ust be 
expelled.

The P a rty  member who takes o ff ic ia l pronunciam en- 
tos on fa ith  does not understand th is  rigam aro le  —  
and fo r  a good reason. The R igh t-C en te r B loc (S ta lin - 
R ykov-B ucha rin ) w h ich  has ru led  the In te rn a tio n a l 
th ro u g h  the s ix -year w a r aga inst “ T ro tzky ism ”  has 
conspired a ll the tim e to preven t the Com m unist w o rk ­
ers fro m  kno w in g  the t ru th  about the c o n flic t w ith in  
it .  Up to  the present m om ent the id e n tity  o f the lead­
ers o f the r ig h t  w in g  (R ykov-B ucha rin -T om sky) has 
no t been disclosed in the o f f ic ia l P a rty  press, a lthough 
everyone knows it  except the “ lo ya l”  P a rty  member 
who is supposed to know  eve ry th ing . The question o f 
the r ig h t w in g  in the Russian P a rty  is indeed a b u rn ­
in g  question o f the In te rn a tio n a l m ovem ent; the fa te  
o f the Russian R evo lu tion , o f the C om in te rn  and, con­
sequently, o f  our P a rty  , is bound up w ith  it .  B u t the 
“ en ligh tenm ent cam paign”  on ly  obscures and m ud­
dles the g re a t issue, keeps the membership fro m  under­
s tand ing  i t  and thus strengthens the r ig h t  w in g  and 
Lovestone, its  uo ts tand ing  A m erican  representative.

The new . m anoeuvre o f S ta lin  C entrism  which 
brands Lovestone as an o p p o rtu n is t and expels him
fro m  the P a rty — seven m onths a fte r  he expelled us__
cannot change the pos ition  o f the C om m unist Opposi­
t io n  on any o f  the p rin c ip le  questions, above a ll on the 
question o f  the r ig h t  w ing . I t  was the B o lshev ik-Len in - 
,ats m the. Russian P a rty  —  the „T ro ts k y is ts ”  —  who 
analyzed its  social basis and exposed its  T he rm ido rian  
characte r. The O pposition  alone wages a rea l s trugg le  
aga inst i t  in  defense o f the P ro learian  D ic ta to rsh ip  
The present sham ba ttle  o f the C entris ts  aga inst the 
r ig h t  w in g  is ca rried  o u t o n ly  under the w h ip  o f  the 
O pposition.

The n e w ly  appointed leadership o f  the P a rty , in  
o rde r to  create confusion, spreads rum ors o f  a com bin ­
a tion  between the O pposition  Com m unists and the 
Lovestone fa c tio n . W einstone “ p re d ic ts ”  such an 
e v e n tu a lity  in  his a rtic le  in  the D a ily  W o rke r. These 
people who -themselves change w ith  every  w in d  and 
eve ry  cablegram  fro m  M oscow do n o t understand a 
s trugg le  on jp rin c ip le  lines. The  W einstanee A n d  JE01-
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Lovestone in  every in fam ous p ractice  aga inst loya l 
Com munists, who were his accomplices in  gangsterism , 
in  b u rg la ry  and slander, make th is  accusation w ith  i l l  
grace.

TH E OPPOSITION AN D  TH E R IG HT W ING
There can be no com bina tion  o f the C om m unist Op­

pos ition  w ith  the Lovestone fa c tio n . A  serious d is ­
cussion in  w hich the p o lit ic a l issues are e lucidated w ill 
make th is  abso lu te ly  clear. W hen we speak o f the 
Lovestone fa c tio n  in  th is  sense i t  goes w ith o u t saying 
th a t we re fe r to  the leaders on ly  and n o t to  the hon­
est C om m unist w orkers  who have been deceived by 
them  w ith  the help o f  the E . C. C. I.  M any  o f these 
are a lready f in d in g  th e ir  w ay to  o u r -p la tfo rm  and w il l  
be am ong its  staunchest defenders.

The r ig h t  w in g  o f the  Russian P a rty , w ith  w hich 
Lovestone is unquestionab ly  connected, is the rep re ­
sentative  o f the  class -forces in  th e  Soviet U n ion  
w h ich  a re  d r iv in g  the res to ra tio n  o f  cap ita lism . This 
fa c t, now  openly procla im ed b y  the  S ta lin is ts , was 
also the case when i t  was in  one b loc w ith  S ta lin  to  
ex te rm ina te  the L e n in is t w in g  o f the P a rty , and its  
b lo o d th irs ty  cam paign aga inst the “ T ro tsky is ts ”  was 
the clearest expression o f its  T he rm ido ria n  character 
The d isso lu tion  o f the C om m unist In te rn a tio n a l w ou ld  
be an inev itab le  c o ro lla ry  o f  its  v ic to ry . F o r those 
who w a n t to  f ig h t  fo r  the p rese rva tion  o f  ou r com m u­
n is t m ovem ent, any k in d  o f  support fo r  the r ig h t 
fa c tio n — to  say .no th ing  o f  a bloc -.with its  A m erican  
agents— cannot be spoken o f  l ig h t ly ;  i t  cannot be 
spoken o f a t a ll. A n  abso lu te ly  irreco n c ila b le  .war 
aga inst the r ig h t  w in g  is the f i r s t  .and fo rem ost d u ty  
o f  the A m erican  O pposition  Communists.

The idea th a t the r ig h t  w in g  T he rm ido ria n  elements 
in  the Russian P a rty  can re a lly  espouse “ p a rty  demo­
c racy” —  an idea suggested in  an e d ito ria l in  the New 
Y o rk  V o lksze itung— is the grea test and most danger­
ous illu s io n . The r ig h t  w ing , by  its  ve ry  na tu re , by 
the class forces o f ca p ita lis t res to ra tio n  i t  represents, 
had to demand the fie rce s t and most c r im in a l repres­
sion o f the B o lshev ik-Len in is ts  and to  d rive  the S ta lin  
C en tris ts  who were a llied  w ith  them  onto th is  path. 
The co nd ition  fo r  the existence and g ro w th  o f the 
r ig h t  w in g  is the a n n ih ila tio n  o f  the L e n in is ts  who 
are f ig h t in g  fo r  the O ctober revo lu tio n  and the rege­
ne ra tio n  -of the -C om intern on the lin e  o f Len in . “ De­
m ocracy”  fo r  the r ig h t  w in g  is o n ly  an expedient in  the 
fa c tio n  s trugg le  w ith  the C en tris t A ppara tus, n o t a 
p rin c ip le  o f  p a rty  o rgan iza tion  w h ich  they w ou ld  or 
could apply.

This is tru e  also in  A m erica. The Lovestone who 
demands p a rty  dem ocracy expelled the O pposition 
C om m unists fro m  the P a rty  fo r  th e ir  views alone. 
They w en t fu r th e r—-the  Lovestones and Fosters to ­
ge the r - and expelled Com m unist p ro le ta rians fo r  m ere­
ly  p ro te s tin g  aga inst the expulsion o f the others. 
P a rty  democracy is an absolute p re requ is ite  fo r  the 
P a rty . I t  w il l  be the m igh ties t weapon in  the hands 
o f the p ro le ta r ia n  elements fo r  the sa lva tion  and re ­
genera tion  o f the m ovem ent and fo r  its  norm a l de­
velopm ent on the re v o lu tio n a ry  path. B u t Lovestone 
is no t and cannot be the champion o f th is  slogan.

F A ILU R E  OF NEW  LEADERSHIP

The re -u n if ic a tio n  o f the P a rty  and the e lim in a tion  
o f fa c tio na lism  are ca tegorica l tasks fo r  the accomplish 
m ent o f w hich the conscious revo lu tiona ries  m ust band 
toge the r and f ig h t.  The “ Open Address”  and the 
measures w hich fo llo w e d  i t  have no t and cannot solve 
th is  problem . Crisis, sp lits, para lys is  and d is in te g ra tio n  
are the resu lts  so fa r .  A nd  the com ing pe riod  w i l l  on ly  
in te n s ify  the crisis, w iden the sp lits  and increase the 
dem ora liza tion  u n t il the course is changed. To b ring  
th is  change about a discussion and an education o f-th e  
P a rty , a co rrect line  o f tac tics  in  the ’ class strugg le  
and a bo-na-fide leadership, fre e ly  chosen by the P a r­
ty  and stand ing  on its  own fee t, are necessary. They 
are lack ing  now.

The present m ake-sh ift leadership, a cong lom eration 
o f yes-men and pa ras itica l p lace-hunters who confess 
th e ir  sins fo r  se lf-advancem ent, patched together fro m  
the tag  ends o f the o ld  fa c tio ns  and appointed by 
cablegram  fro m  above, cannot overcome the crisis and 
un ite  the P arty . The stop-gap leadership o f today on ly  
makes m atte rs  worse. I t  has a ll the fa u lts  o f th e 'L o ve ­
stone regime w ith o u t any o f its  s treng th  o r independ­
ence. I t  confuses the P a rty  by g iv in g  the ou tw ard  ap­
pearance o f a change fro m  p e tty  bourgeois p o litie ia n - 
dom and fa c tio n a l co rru p tio n  w hich does not ex is t in  
re a lity .

Lovestone is out b u t Stachel rem ains. A n d  Stachel 
is in  charge o f the cam paign aga inst fac tio na lism . Is 
th is  no t a spectacle fo r  gods and men? Stachel, the o r­
gan izer and rig h t-h a n d  man o f Lovestone in  every 
ev il en terprise  o f  d is rup tion , the most dubious charac­
te r  th a t ever flo a te d  to  the top  in  the fo u l waters o f 
p a rty  fac tiona lism , an in d iv id u a l w ith  no tra d it io n , ex­
perience, a b il ity  o r in te g r ity ,  the fa c tio n -m o ng e r who 
lived  by fa c tio na lism — Stachel has made the sign o f  
the cross and become thè apostle o f u n ity .

W o lfe  is removed fro m  the P o lit ic a l C om m ittee and 
W icks, equa lly  characterless and w ith  fa r  less a b ility , 
takes his place, G itlo w  is slated to  go b u t Bedacht, 
who by his own confession was steeped in  m oral and 
p o lit ic a l co rru p tio n , is prom oted. A dd  a few  A m te rs  
and T a llen tire s— the num er makes no d iffe re n ce  be­
cause they w eigh no th ing — and Foste r. This is the 
“ new leadersh ip” .

The new leadership has ,no rea l a u th o r ity . I ts  tem ­
p o ra ry  ;existence s ign ifies  the a b o lit io n  o f  a genuine 
lead ing  body and the establishm ent o f  a  receivership 
over the P a rty  b y  the  S ta lin  E. C. C. L  Th is so-called 
leadership en joys no confidence in  the  P a rty  ranks  and 
the “ lo y a l”  P a r ty  .members w ho w a n t sa lva tion  ihy 
fa i th  alone are fa lliti#  L a c k  on the
■t ,;a -

i t y  th is  is lite ra l ly  the case. The C. E. C. is o n ly  the 
rubbe r stamp fo r  the R epresentative o f  the E. C. C. I. 
who in  tu rn  relies on cabled in s tru c tio n s  a t every 
change in  the s itu a tio n . The C. E . C. does n o t even 
ven ture  to  w r ite  its  own sta tem ents; th is  is obvious 
fro m  th e ir  language. Such expressions as “ defeat- 'a ll 
e ffo r ts  o f d ra w ing  the P a rty  away fro m  the p o lit ic a l 
path o f  the (3th Congress”  and “ sending the d irec tion  
to the dev il”  show th a t the C. E. C. does no t even do 
a decent jo b  o f tra n s la tin g  the staements i t  signs.

STRENGTHENING THE R IG HT W ING

T h e ir  m ethod o f  “ f ig h t in g ”  the r ig h t  w in g  on ly  
s trengthens i t  as an ideology in  the P a rty . There is no 
education o f the p a r ty  on the p o lit ic a l issues. The 
v ic to ries  over the r ig h t  are m echanical and tem porary. 
The Lovestone r ig h t  w in g  was n u rtu re d  too long to  be 
suddenly uprooted by decree.

The p o lit ic a l .line o f  the leadership is ‘heading tow ard  
ca tastroph ic defeats fo r  the P a rty  w hich w i l l  weaken 
its  pos ition  iin  <the class s trugg le  and sharpen the crisis 
in  th e .p a rty . The fa lse  tac tics  o f 'c o u n te r fe it  le ftism  in  
the p repara tions f o r  the T . U .-E . L . Conference, in  the 
G astonia defense, in  the "Needle Trades a n d  in  o ther 
questions w i l l  b r in g  s w if t  »and devasta ting  reactions.

The leadership w h ich  promises to  u n ite  the P a rty  
w i l l  its e lf  f a l l  apa rt in to  fac tions , in  fa c t  i t  is a lready 
doing so. The group ings w h ich  are ta k in g  place around 
F oste r on the one side and Bedacht on the o the r are 
common know ledge in  the circles o f  in fo rm e d  fu n c ­
tiona ries . These are no t p u re ly  a rb itra ry  and personal 
g roup ings, as m ay appear. T h e y  have a p o lit ic a l base 
in  the im pulse o f Foster, whose rea l tren d  is tow a rd  
labo r progressivism , to  f in d  a w ay ou t o f the b lin d  a l­
ley o f fa k e  le ftism  on the trade  un ion  f ie ld  and the 
w ish  o f Bedacht to  “ make good”  fo r  his confessed sins 
o f opportun ism . T h is  base w il l  w iden as the h a rm fu l 
resu lts  o f the present tac tics  accumulate. U nder the 
im pact o f the class strugg le , and o f the blows o f the 
r ig h t w in g  on the one side and the Com m unist Opposi­
t io n  on the o ther, the present C en tra l E xecu tive  Com­
m ittee  la ck in g  ¡dependence o f though t and action and 
an y  rea l p rinc ip le  fo u n d a tio n , is doomed to  defeat 
and collapse.

S ta lin ism  is b rea k in g  up the ranks o f In te rn a tio n a l 
Com munism , and the A m erican  section is now beg in ­
n in g  ;to fe e l the f u l l  fo rce  o f  the In te rn a tio n a l crisis. 
This is the m eaning o f  the cris is in  the P a rty . The 
C om m unist fo rces »must re fo rm  themselves and b u ild  
anew. H e lp  w i l l  n o t come fro m  above; the source ,of 
the d is rup tio n  lies there . The strugg le  aga inst d is in ­
te g ra tio n  m ust be organized f ro m  below. The re ­
v o lu tio n a ry  w orkers m ust awaken. They m ust g ive up 
b lin d  obedience and hegin to  th in k  and to  act inde ­
pendently . TJie s trugg le  .must cease to be an a f fa ir  o f  
the bu reaucra tic  upper c rus t and become the con­
cern o f the C om m unist w o rke rs  in  the mass. The de­
ve lopm ent o f  the in it ia t iv e  o f the P a r ty  ranks and 
th e ir  conscious in te rve n tio n  in  the strugg le  is the hope 
fo r  the fu tu re  o f the m ovem ent. This means, as a be­
g inn ing , a f ig h t  fo r  d e fin ite  aims along the fo llo w in g  
lines:

TH E W AY OUT OF THE CRISIS

1. In  place o f the fra u d u le n t “ en ligh tenm ent cam­
pa ign ” , a rea l discussion o f  the th ree  p o lit ic a l te n ­
dencies w hich are now ta k in g  d e fin ite  shape in  the 
A m erican  P a rty . Such a discussion calls fo r  the pub­
lic a tio n  0/  a ll im p o rta n t documents and a free  oppor­
tu n ity  to  exp la in  and c la r ify  the c o n flic t in g , views. 
O n ly  in  th is  w ay can the P a r ty  be educated p o lit ic a lly  
and enabled to act consciously, so lv ing  its  problems 
w ith o u t inne r convulsions. We stand fo r  such a discus­
sion because we know  th a t in  i t  the L e n in is t line  w i l l  
p re va il and the r ig h t  w ing , w h ich th rives  on bureau­
c ra tic  measures, w ill be p o lit ic a lly  ann ih ila ted ,

2. Genuine p a rty  democracy in  place o f the regim e 
o f ad m in is tra tive  te rro r  and suppression. A  s itu a tio n  
m ust be created where no th ing  is taken  fo r  granted 
and where incom peten t bureaucrats can no longer hide 
behind o f f ic ia l a u th o rity . The members m ust assert 
and take the r ig h t to  speak out w ha t they th in k  w ith ­
out fe a rin g  o rgan iza tion  measures and th rea ts . The re 
ins ta tem en t o f the expelled O pposition ists w ith  fu l l  
r ig h ts  to  defend th e ir  views is the f i r s t  p re requ is ite . 
W ith o u t th is  p a rty  democracy is a sham.

A genuine p ro le ta ria n iza tio n  o f the leadership in 
w hich bona-fide w orkers, leaders in class strugg le  
a c tiv itie s  who have independent opinions and the ab i­
l i t y  to  defend them, p lay an active p a rt in  a ll the lead­
in g  bodies. This m ust replace the present system o f 
e lec ting  harmless p ro le te ria n  elements fo r  show p u r­
poses on ly.

4. A  reo rgan iza tion  and reduction  o f the P a rty  ap­
para tus w hich, in c lu d in g  the fu n c tion a rie s  and em­
ployees o f aux ilia ries , now exceeds ten per cent o f the 
P a rty  membership. These paid o ffic ia ls , rem ote fro m  
the ac tua litie s  o f the class strugg le , are a crust over 
the p a rty , s t if l in g  its  norm a l l ife  and m onopoliz ing 
p a rty  discussion and d irec tion . The drastic  reduction  
o f  th is  s ta f f  and the e lection  o f fresh  w o rke r elements 
w il l  s treng then  and in v ig o ra te  p a rty  life .

5. Subsidies o f a ll k inds m ust be abso lu te ly  abolished 
and the P a r ty  ad justed to  operate by its  own means 
derived fro m  membership dues and con tribu tions . Op­
pos ition  to subsidy is ,no p rins ip le . M u tu a l assistance 
o f re v o lu tio n a ry  .parties has p layed  a positive  role in  
the past and no-doubt w il l  ;do so in  the fu tu re . B u t in  
the .present s itu a tio n  subsidy has become an in s tru ­
m ent fo r  co rru p tio n , fo r  b u reaucra tiza tion  and crush­
in g  -out independent :li.fe. O pposition to subsidy under 
these cond itions is a f ig h t  fo r  the in te g r ity  p f  .the P a r­
ty .

»6. The P a r ty  .must have a  re a l «Convention, preceded 
b y  an  ¡honest discussion .and >the ¡holiest se lection Of
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Karl R adek and the Opposition
D u rin g  the  last fe w  weeks the re  has been eon- 

liderable ta lk  in  the w o rld  press about the “ d is in te - 
y ra tion”  o f  the Russian O pposition  and comrade 
Radek has o fte n  been called the leader o f the group 
th a t is jo in in g  S ta lin . The un in fo rm e d  —  and they 
are the m a jo r ity  in  the W est —  m ay conclude fro m  
th is  th a t Radek has o n ly  la te ly  tu rn e d  fro m  the 
O pposition  to  th e  apparatus C entris ts . In  re a lity , 
com rade R adek’s hes ita tion  has been go ing  on fo r  
about a year and a h a lf. I t  w ou ld  be s t i l l  m ore co r­
re c t to  say th a t  comrade Radek’s pa th , beg inn ing  
w ith  1923, has crossed w ith  the lin e  o f  the Opposi­
t io n  o n ly  to  tu rn  fro m  i t  to  the R ig h t o r to  the L e ft  
.—  m ostly  to  the R ig h t —  and then  again to  meet 
w ith  i t .  U p t i l l  1926 Radek held th a t i t  w ou ld  be im ­
possible to  c a rry  th ro u g h  any econom ic p o licy  other 
than  th a t o f  S ta lin -B ucha rin . U p t i l l  1927 Radek was 
t in d e r the illu s io n  th a t i t  w ou ld  be possible to  w o rk  
tog e th e r w ith  B ra n d le r and his g roup. Radek was 
aga ins t the Chinese C om m unist P a r ty  leav ing  the 
Kuo M in g  Tang. A f te r  the  genera l s tr ik e  in  E ng land , 

[Radek was aga inst the  d isso lu tion  o f  the A ng lo -R us- 
p ian C om m ittee. A f te r  the R ig h t and L e f t  K uo  M in  
T a n g  had be trayed  the revo lu tio n , Radek was aga inst 
th e  slogan o f  the p ro le ta r ia n  d ic ta to rsh ip  and fo r  
th a t  o f  th e  “ dem ocra tic “  d ic ta to rsh ip , in te rp re tin g  
th a t  the  same w a y  S ta lin , B u cha rin  and M a rtin o v  
iJid. In  1923-4 Radek argued th a t the th e o ry  o f  the 
pe rm a n e n t re v o lu tio n  was bas ica lly  one w ith  the 
s tra te g ic  lin e  o f  Len in . In  1928 he a ttem pted  to  b u ild  
dp  a com plete co n tra d ic tio n  in  th is  question between 
L e n in  and T ro tsky . He had to  repeat, w ith  m in o r re ­
servations, Z ino v ie v ’s hackneyed argum ents. O n the 
o th e r hand, on the  question o f  the  T h e rm id o r and 
tw o .P a r tie s , R adek w e n t u lt ra -L e f t  in  1927. H e  a t­
tem pted  several tim es to  p roc la im  th a t the T h e rm i­
do r was a lready  “ accomplished.”  F o r  a  tim e  he re­
fused to  s ign the  P la tfo rm  o n ly  because i t  spoke too 
ca te go rica lly  f o r  a s ingle P a rty . There is n o th in g  
u n n a tu ra l in  th is  com bina tion  o f  u lt ra -L e ft  con­
clusions and R ig h t premises. On the co n tra ry , the  
h is to ry  o f  the C om in te rn  is rep le te  w ith  such com­
b ina tions. N o r is  there  a n y th in g  u n n a tu ra l in  R adek’s 
go ing  over so easily fro m  u lt ra -L e ft  deductions on 
the question o f the T h e rm id o r and tw o  P arties  to  
the road o f  u n p rin c ip le d  conc ilia tio n  w ith  rega rd  to  
the L e ft-C e n tr is t  zig-zag. W e have seen also in  
o the r contries, p a rt ic u la r ly  in  G erm any, how  easily 
people who have accused the Russian O pposition  o f 
“ no t go ing  fa r  enough,”  and who have proc la im ed 
dozens o f  tim es th a t the T he rm ido r was a lrea d y  “ ac­
com plished,”  w e n t over w ith  th e ir  l ig h t  baggage to  
the camp o f  the social democrats.

RADEK’S IM PULSIVENESS
To be sure, none o f  us means to  p u t Radek on 

the same plane as these weathercocks. Radek has to 
his c red it a q u a rte r o f  a ce n tu ry  o f  re v o lu tio n a ry  
M a rx is t w o rk . N o t o n ly  is he incapable o f  g o ing  over 
to the social democrats, bu t he can h a rd ly  become 
one w ith  the S ta lin ites . A t  an y  ra te , he w i l l  n o t be 
able to  live  toge the r w ith  them . He is too much o f  a 
M a rx is t f o r  th a t, and, above a ll, too in te rn a tio n a l. 
R adek’s m is fo rtu n e  lies where his s tren g th  is : his ex­
cessive impulsiveness.

Radek is undoub ted ly  one o f the best M a rx is t 
jo u rn a lis ts  in  the w o rld . I t  is n o t o n ly  the  prec is ion 
and s tren g th  o f  his style . No, i t  is f i r s t  o f  a ll his 
a b il ity  to  react w ith  am azing quickness to  new phen­
omena and tendecies and even to  th e ir  f i r s t  sym p­
toms. Here lies Radek’s s trong  po in t. B u t the strengh 
o f  a jo u rn a lis t becomes a source o f  weakness to  a 
stateman. Radek exaggerates and an tic ipa tes too 
m uch. He measures w ith  a ya rd s tic k  w here i t  is  on ­
ly  a m a tte r o f inches. T he re fo re  he a lm ost a lways 
fin d s  h im se lf to  the R ig h t o r to  the L e f t  —  much 
m ore o fte n  to the R ig h t —  o f the co rrec t line .

As long  as we lived  in  Moscow, Radek's im p u l­
siveness was o fte n  o f  service to  the O pposition . A t  
a lm ost every session he w ou ld  b r in g  up suggestions 
fo r  decisive changes in  the p o lic y  o f  the O pposition  
■—  iu  the w hole  o f  i t  o r in  th is  o r th a t question. He 
usua lly  m et w ith  f r ie n d ly  resistance and was soon 
reconciled to  it .  B u t under his exaggerated and dan­
gerous innova tions one could o fte n  f in d  some va lu ­
able observation o r new im pression. T h a t is w h y  R a­
dek ’s p a rtic ip a tio n  was a lways ben e fic ia l to  the co l­
le c tive  w ork . A n d  none o f  us w ould have made a lis t 
o f  the num erous zig-zags o f  Radek —  to  the  R ig h t 
as w e ll as to  the L e f t  ¡more o fte n  to the R igh t, though, 
than  to the L e ft. The trou b le  is, however, th a t since 
1928 the lead ing  g roup  o f  the O pposition has been 
dispersed. A l l  o f  us were separated fro m  one ano ther 
by  enormous distances, and each was le f t  to  h im ­
se lf. I f  is c lear th a t under such circumstances R a­
dek ’s extrem e impulsiveness w ou ld  serve h im  badly.

RADEK’S RIGHT-ABOUT-FACE
Since F e b ru a ry  1928 comrade Radek has made 

a  very a b ru p t tu rn  in the question o f the T he rm ido r 
and “ tw o P arties ”  He d id  no t foresee the p oss ib ility  
o f  resistance on the p a rt o f the C en tris ts  to  the 
R igh t, as d id  a ll those who f i r s t  heard about the 
T he rm ido r fro m  us and im m ed ia te ly  began to vow  
th a t i t  was a lready “ accomplished.”  O n ly, since Ra­
dek does n » t m ere ly  repeat genera l, em pty phrases, 
b u t tr ies  to  observe fac ts  and understand them , he 
Went to the oposite extrem e. The S ta lin ites  began to 
seem to  him , a fte r  F e b ru a ry  1928, to  be M arx is t, 
and the T he rm ido r a lm ost a m yth . H ad we a ll been 
In  Moscow, Radek w ou ld  p robab ly  have quieted down 
a f te r  his f i r s t  exaggerations —  u n t i l  a new fla re -u p . 
B u t Radek was in  S iberia . He sent le tte rs  and theses 
to  a num ber o f comrades. Everyone jum ped  on him . 
The correspondence was in te rcep ted  b y  organs o f  the 
G. P. U. and tu rn e d  over to  the C e n tra l Com m ittee. 
Y a roslavsky reported  R adek’s view s a t m eetings, 
m ak ing  a  mess o f  i t  f o r  la ck  o f unders tand ing  and 
te llin g  lies o u t o f  maliceu Thus Radek became the

ced more and m ore to  co lo r S ta lin ’s zig-zag in  o rde r 
to ju s t i fy  his own.

Th is s to ry , as a lready  stated, has been go ing  on 
fo r  about a yea r and a h a lf. In  J u ly  o f last yea r R a­
dek w ro te  his d ra f t  o f  an appeal to  the 6 -th  Congress. 
A t  th a t tim e  the  exiles were s t i l l  p e rm itte d  to cor­
respond somewhat fre e ly ; the S ta lin ites  hoped th a t 
the s p lit  w ou ld  m an ifes t i ts e lf  m ore q u ick ly  th a t way. 
T h rough  an exchange o f te legram s between the co l­
onies o f the exiles a so rt a vote took place on the 
two tex ts  o f  the appeal to  the S ix th  Congress. Radek 
gathered h a lf  a dozen votes. M y  d ra f t  was signed by  
several hundred. In  the end Radek also a ttached his 
name to  the co llec tive  decla ra tion .

On J u ly  17, 1928, I  subjected the d ra f t  o f  Ra­
dek’s theses to an analysis in  a le tte r  w h ich  I  sent 
to the exiles and to  Moscow. I  consider i t  t im e ly  to  
pub lish  th is  analysis now. The reader w i l l  become 
convinced th ro u g h  th a t, I  hope, th a t in  1929 Radek 
has added l i t t le  to  h is m istakes o f  1928. A t  any ra te , 
these in d iv id u a l o r g roup  zig-zags, even when made 
w ith  the best in tensions, cannot tu rn  the O pposition 
fro m  its  path.

L . D. T R O TS K Y .
C onstantinop le ,
M ay 26, 1929.

The Theses of Comrade Radek
Three days ago I  rece ived the d ra f t  o f  comrade 

Radek’s theses, sent to  the  e ig h t comrades. These 
theses have p rob a b ly  a lready  been sent to  the Con­
gress so th a t  the  im m ed ia te  p ra c tica l purpose o f  m y 
rem arks is lost. B u t since we need c la r ity  fo r  the f u ­
tu re  as w e ll, I  consider i t  necessary to  express • an 
op in ion  on these theses.

TH E A N TI-K U LA K  A G ITA TIO N

1. F irs t o f  a ll. the theses say: “ Several months o f  an 
t i-K u la k  a g ita tio n  —  th a t is a fa c t o f the greatest 
p o lit ic a l s ign ificance  w h ich  i t  w ou ld  be complete po­
l i t ic a l blindness n o t to  recognize.”  In  these w ords the 
po lem ica l spear is po in ted in  the  w ro ng  d irec tio n . 
In  m y opp in ion, the fo llo w in g  should have been sa id : 
“ Several m onths o f  a n ti-K u la k  a g ita tio n , i f  they 
are n o t fo llow ed  by  a rad ica l change in  the line , 
w i l l  in e v ita b ly  th ro w  the P a rty  back considerab ly 
and w il l  underm ine the  las t vestiges o f  confidence 
o f  the ranks in  a ll slogans and in  a ll campaigns.”

2. W ith  regard  to  the c a p ita l o u tla y , Radek 
says: „Ins te a d  o f in ve s tin g  the basic ca p ita l in  a se­
ries  o f  undertak ings in  the same branch o f  p ro d u c t­
ion w h ich  w ou ld  o n ly  show resu lts  several years la ­
te r, concentra tion  o f fu n ds  is necessary in  o rde r to  
ob ta in  goods w 'th  the least possible de lay” . T h is  ob­
scure expression is a pparen tly  in tended to convey 
the idea th a t funds should be tran s fe red  fro m  heavy 
in d u s try  to  lig h t. Th is  is p a rt o f  the R ig h t w in g ’s 
p rogram . I  see no reason w hy we should en te r on 
th a t road. I f  i t  is a p u re ly  p ra c tica l p roposa l, then 
i t  should be supported by f ig u re s ; th a t is, i t  should 
be proved th a t in  a llo ca tin g  the funds , the necessary- 
p ro p o rtio n  between heavy and lig h t  in d u s try  is no t 
being preserved. I f  such a rea lloca tion  o f  funds were 
to be made on ly  on considera tions o f the m om ent, i t  
w ou ld  mean to  prepare a s t i l l  g rea te r cris is in  tw o  or 
th ree years. Im p ro v isa tio n  in  such a question can­
not be allowed a t a ll and, as has been said, is on ly  
g r is t to  the m ill o f  the R igh t. I t  is s u ff ic ie n t fo r  us 
to  demand the a llo ca tio n  o f  funds fo r  l ig h t  as w e ll 
as fo r  heavy in d u s try .

3. W ith  regard  to  the  S ta lin is t a rgum en t th a t i t  
is im possible to  com bat the K u la k  as long  as the 
m iddle peasant has n o t been w on over, Radek’s th e ­
ses say: “ W e s t i l l  haven’t  won over the  m idd le  peasant 
s u ff ic ie n tly .”  Th is  is to  em bellish the re a lity . W ith  
ou r polic ies we have lo s t the m iddle peasant whom 
the K u la k  has led away, som eth ing th a t is acknow ­
ledged by the F e b ru a ry  a rtic le  in  Pravda.

4. C om ing o u t aga inst the v iew  th a t the le f t  
move is a mere m aneuver, the theses say: “ W hether 
o r n o t th is  s trugg le  w i l l  be carried  to  the  end depends 
on the s treng th  and the  de te rm in a tion  w ith  w hich 
the w o rk in g  masses w i l l  in s is t on the extension o f  
th is  s trug g le .”  This, o f  course, is tru e , b u t i t  is too 
general. I t  w ou ld  m ean: The C entra l C om m ittee 
d id  w h a t i t  could, b u t now  i t  is the  tu rn  o f  the mas­
ses. In  re a lity  i t  should be sa id : “ The measures un ­
dertaken above w il l  resu lt in  an inev itab le  fiasco i f  
the O pposition  —  in  spite o f  the dreadnoughts o f  
bureaucratic  C entrism  —  w il l  no t educate the mas­
ses and help them c a rry  th is  s trugg le  to  the end.”

5. “ The C enter in  the P a rty ,”  say Radek’s the ­
ses, “ by  concealing the existence o f  th is  g roup  —  
the R igh t —  on ly  weakens the chances o f the s tru g ­
gle fo r  a co rrection  o f the P a rty  lin e .”  Th is  is to 
p u t i t  ve ry  tenderly . The s trugg le  aga inst the K u la k  
means in  the P a rty  a s trugg le  aga inst the R ights. 
C a rry in g  on a “ cam paign”  aga inst the K u lak , the 
C ente r in  the P a rty  covers up the R ig h t w in g  and 
stays in  a bloc w ith  it .  The theses rem a rk  reproach­
fu l ly  th a t th is  “ on ly  weakens the chances o f Mte 
s trugg le .”  No, i t  dooms the strugg le  to  inev itab le  
de feat, i f  the O pposition  w il l  no t open the P a rty 's  
eyes to  th is  whole mechanics.

6. The cha racte riza tion  o f  S chw artz* * as a 
“ comrade keen ly a ttuned  and tied  up w ith  the p ro ­
le ta ria n  masses”  sounds stx-ange. D id  he p ro test an y ­
where aga inst the in fam ous banishments under A r ­
t ic le  58? I t  seemed to  me th a t he “ keen ly  voted fo r  
these banishments.

* Schw artz  is the cha irm an o f  the  A ll-R uss ian  M iners
• the C en tra l C om m ittee  o f  the

FRAU DULENT SELF-CRITIC ISM
7. W ith  regard  to  se lf-c r it ic ism , the  theses vo w : 

“ I t  is no t a fra u d  and n o t a m aneuver, because the 
in te rv e n tio n  o f a  num ber o f  P a r ty  leaders im plies 
the g rea test concern fo r  the fa te  o f  the  P a rty  and 
the rev o lu tio n .”  Is  n o t here m eant the la tes t ap­
pearance o f the m aster’s (S ta lin ) unders tudy  (M o lo ­
to v ) w ith  a shower o f  abuse addressed to  the O p­
pos ition  and w ith  an exp lana tion  th a t c r it ic ism  o f  
the a d m in is tra tive  organs is use fu l, w h ile  c r it ic ism  
o f  the leadership —  h a rm fu l?  I  should say: “ I f  in  
the question o f  the K u la k  the p u re ly  com b ina to ry  
m aneuver am ounts to  10-20 pe r cent and the posi­
t iv e  measures fo rced  by  the bread shortage am ount 
to 80-90 pe r cent o f  the g iven  zig-zag, then  in  the 
question o f  s e lf-c r it ic ism  the apparatus-m aneuvered 
tr ic k s  am oun t even a t the presen t m om ent to  n o t 
less than  51 pe r cent, and 49 p e r cent are genera l 
expenses o f  the m aneuver: redeem ing v ic tim s , sca­
pegoats, etc., e tc .”  There is h a rd ly  any reason fo r  
sw earing  w ith  such assurance th a t there  is n e ith e r 
m aneuver n o r fra u d  here.

8. Radek’s theses re fe r  to  S ta lin ’s speech be fore  
the students, w ith o u t m en tio n in g  th a t w ith  rega rd  to  
the question o f  the K u la k , the  speech is  also a  com­
plete w ith d ra w a l o f  the F e b ru a ry  a rt ic le  in  Pravda, 
and m ay mean the o b lite ra tio n  o f  the  L e f t  zig-zag 
also in  th is  im p o rta n t and spec ific  question. In ­
c iden ta lly , th is  speech is astound ing  fo r  its  i l l ite ra c y  
in  economic questions.

9. F u rth e r on comes the  exp lana tion  w h y  the 
C ente r, as d is tin c t fro m  the R ig h t, was aga inst inne r- 
P a rty  democracy. Because, you see, ou r P a rty  is n o t 
one hundred percen t dem ocratic —  (S ta lin ) .  Ra­
dek’s theses accept th is  exp lanation  a t its  face value, 
repeat i t  and develop i t .  I t  is as i f  the  C en tris ts  were 
a fra id  th a t the in s u ff ic ie n tly  p ro le ta r ia n  P a rty  w ou ld  
n o t com prehend th e ir  t r u ly  p ro le ta r ia n  policies. 
This is  inadm issible apologetics. The C en tris ts  fe l t  
th a t th e ir  C h iang-K ai-S hek, P u rce ll and K u la k  p o li­
cy w ou ld  no t be accepted by  the p ro le ta r ia n  ke rne l 
o f  the P a rty . T h a t is w h y  th e y  have been and are 
s tra n g lin g  democracy.

10. “ The question o f  in n e r-P a rty  dem ocracy lies 
alone in  the aw akening o f the P a rty  masses. I f  they  
do n o t take in to  th e ir  hands the m a tte r o f  s e lf-c r i­
t ic is m ” . . . etc. A g a in  too genera l. In  o rde r th a t  the 
masses m ay a c tu a lly  p a rtic ip a te  in  th is  m a tte r, i t  
is necessary th a t they  do n o t a llow  the C en tris ts  to  
lu l l  them  to  sleep. The C en tris ts  have considerable 
means fo r  th a t even now . They la ck  o n ly  the  bliss­
f u l  confidence on ou r p a rt. “ P ia takoviade ,”  “ Safa- 
rov iade”  are a t presen t the  m ost e ffe c tiv e  “ op ium ”  
fo r  the people. A l l  the  m ore fre q u e n t should be the 
an tidote  fro m  us.

11. The deductions o f  R adek’s theses w ith  re ­
gard  to se lf-c r it ic ism  are the fo llo w in g : a ) fu r th e r  
extension o f s e lf-c r it ic is m ; b ) c u rta ilm e n t o f the 
P a rty  appara tus; c> p ro le ta r ia n iza tio n  o f  the appa­
ra tu s ; d) p rosecution o f  those who s tran g le  demo­
cracy in  the fa c to ry ; e) r id d in g  the P a r ty  o f  bougeois 
and bu reaucra tic  elements. A l l  th is  is too genera l 
and is repeated on eve ry  possible occation, w ith ­
o u t fu rn is h in g  any guaran ties. As an a fte rth o u g h t, 
i t  is sa id : “ F in a lly , the readm ission o f the O pposition  
in to  the P a rty  is necessary.”  T h a t is  co rrec t. A n d  in  
place o f  the o the r points, w h ich  are too genera l, i t  
should be said m ore concre te ly : “ a> to  f i x  the date 
fo r  the 16th Congress d u rin g  1928 and to  b ind  the 
preparations fo r  the Congress w ith  eve ry  guaratee 
o f real se lf-c r it ic is m ; b ) to  pub lish  im m ed ia te ly  a ll 
the a rtic les , speeches, and le tte rs  o f  Len in  th a t have 
been h idden fro m  the P a r ty  —  I  have named seven 
groups o f such documents in  m y le t te r  to  the Con­
gress; c> to c u rta il a t once the P a r ty ’s budget tw en ­
ty - fo ld , th a t is, to  f iv e  o r  s ix  m illions , because the 
present budget is the f in a n c ia l basis o f  the appara­
tus o f  a u toc ra tic  and bu reaucra tic  co rru p tio n . These 
demands do not, o f  course, exhaust the questions o f  
the regim e, b u t they are p e rfe c tly  concrete and 
m ark  a step fo rw a rd .

PROBLEM OF TH E  COMINTERN
12. I t  is s t i l l  worse when i t  comes to  the  question 

o f  the C om in te rn . Radek’s es tim a tion  o f the  F e b ru ­
a ry  P lenum  as a g rea t, in  a w ay decisive, tu rn  about 
face to the road o f  M a rx is t po licy , is basica lly  in c o r­
rec t. The sym ptom atic  s ign ificance  o f  the F e b ru a ry  
P lenum  is ve ry  g re a t; i t  shows th a t the R igh t-C en­
t r is t  p o licy  has landed com ple te ly  in  a b lin d  a lley , 
and th a t the leadership is t r y in g  to  f in d  a w ay o u t 
n o t to  the R igh t, b u t to  the L e ft ,  and th a t is a ll. 
There is no u n ify in g  idea ih  the L e ftis m  o f the F eb­
ru a ry  P lenum . Th is L e ftis m  rem inds one a g rea t deal 
o f  the L e ftism  o f  the F i f th  Congress. No real con­
clusion have been d raw n fro m  the greatest de fea t 
o f the Chinese re v o lu tio n ; instead there  is the fa n ­
fa re  o f boasting about the approach o f  the socalled 
new wave, w ith  rega rd  to  the peasant m ovem ent —  
and th is  a f te r  the p ro le ta r ia t has Been decimated. 
Th is  whole perspective is fa lse and the whole m an­
ner o f approach ing the question gives its  blessing 
to adventurism . The l i t t le  reservations on putches 
are fo r  s e lf- ju s tif ic a tio n  in  the fu tu re . I f  there  is a 
new wave, then the revo lts  in  the provinces are n o t 
putsches. In  re a lity , i t  is the des truc tion  o f the rem ­
nants o f the p ro le ta ria n  vanguard  th a t is go ing  on. 
T he o re tica lly  the M enshevik reso lu tion  on the C h i­
nese question, though i t  was w r it te n  in  pseudo-Bol­
shevik te rm ino logy , should, fro m  the s tra teg ica l 
p o in t o f view, destroy the Chinese Com m unist P a r­
ty . The Eng lish  and F rench  reso lu tions cover up the 
traces o f  yesterday, com b in ing  w ith  them  elements 
o f u ltra -L e ftis m  and R ig h t premises. Here, too, there  
is much resemblance to  the F i f th  Congress w h ich  
tr ie d  to  e lim ina te  the question o f  the  Germ an defeat 
o f  1923 by means o f  u it ra -L e ft  violence.

13. F in a lly , Itadek’s theses say th a t those should 
be re tu rn e d  to  the  Comi “ w ho... s ince re ly
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8, TH E BENEFITS OBTAINED FROM THE 
FARMERS’ A N D  PEASANTS’ INTER­

N A T IO N A L  MUST BE PROBED.
One of the main, i f  not the main accusations 

hurled against the Opposition, was that of its 
“ under-estimation”  of the peasantry. Also on this 
point life has given the test proof both along the 
internal and the international lines. The official 
leaders proved guilty of UNDER-ESTIM ATING 
the role and significance of the proletariat in re- ' 
lation to the peasantry all along the line. Here 
can be mentioned the greatest blunders and errors 
along the economic, political and international lines.

A t the bottom of the internal errors, since 1923 
there lies an under-estimation of the significance 
o f State industry under the management of the 
proletariat for the whole of national economy and 
for the alliance w ith the peasantry. In China the 
revolution was lost by the failure to understand the 
leading and decisive role of the proletariat in re­
lation to the agrarian revolution.

From the same viewpoint it is necessary to ex­
amine and estimate the role of the work of the 
Krestintern* which from the beginning was not 
more than an experiment—an experiment which 
required the utmost vigilance, and integrity of 
principle, to boot. I t  is not d ifficult to understand 
the reason why.

The peasantry, by the history and conditions 
of its life, is the least international of all classes. 
What is called national traits has its chief source 
precisely in the peasantry. The peasantry and only 
its semi-proletarian sections at that can be inter­
ested in the international cause, only under the 
guidance of the proletariat. A ll roundabout ways 
are a mere play with classes, and such playing is 
always detrimental to the interests of the prole­
tariat. Only to the extent that the national peas­
antry is severed by the national proletariat from the 
influence of the national bourgeoisie and is trained 
to see in the proletariat not only its ally, but also 
its leader, can it be attracted to the path of in­
ternational politics. Attempts, however, to organ­
ize the peasants of the various countries into an 
independent international organization over the 
head of the proletariat and regardless of the na­
tional Communist Parties, are doomed beforehand 
<to failure arid, in the final analysis, can only hamper 
the „struggle of the national proletariat for influence 
on the agricultural laborers and poor peasants.

In  bourgeois revolutions as well as counter-re­
volutions, beginning w ith »he peasant wars of the

fo r which they are visualized. Lenin compared the 
Brest-Litovsk peace with the peace of Tilsit. Maretski 
could have explained to Lenin that the class condi­
tions of the Tilsit peace were entirely different, as 
he explained to us the difference between th class 
nature of thè French and our own Revolution. We 
then called Maretzki by the name he deserved. We 
took the Thermidor as a classic example of a partial 
counter-revolutionary coup d ’ Etat accomplished 
as yet completely under the revolutionary banner, 
but already having at bottom a decisive character. 
No one has ever named or offered a clearer, more 
striking and more richly instructive historical analo­
gy for explaining the dangers of degeneration. A  
tremendous international polemic has developed and 
continues around the question of the Thermidor. 
What political sense, then, has the above-mentioned 
unexpected doubt about knowing to what point ana­
logies between the French and Russian reolutions 
can be established? Are we sitting in a society of 
Marxist historians and discussing historical analogies 
in general? No, we are carrying on a political fight 
in which we have made use of the analogy with the 
Thermidor a hundred times, within definite limits 
indicated by us.

19. “ I f  history will prove,” Radek’s theses say, 
“that a number of Party leaders with whom we crossed 
swords yesterday are better than the theories which 
they defended, then no dne will be more pleased 
than we.” That sounds awfully chivalrous: Noble 
leaders first cross swords and then they weep tears 
of reconciliation on each other’s bosom. But here 
is the rub: How can leaders of the proletariat be 
better than their theories? We Marxists have been 
accustomed to appraise leaders by their theory, 
through their theory, by the ability of leaders te un­
derstand and apply it. Now it  would seem that 
there may be excellent leaders who are accidentally 
armed with reactionary theories on almost all the 
basic questions.

20. “The support we give to the move that has 
begun,” Radek’s theses declared, “should consist of 
fighting ruthlessly. . . against all the evils against 
which the Party is now mobilized.” Not that alone. 
The pitiless unmasking in each practical matter or 
theoretical question of the half-measures and con­
fusion of Centrism —  there is the most important 
part of support of any progressive steps of Cen­
trism.

TH E CHINESE REVO LUTIO N

21. I  do not stop to consider a whole number of 
less weighty andi specific observations. I  confine 
myself only to pointing out the supplement to the 
theses which is devoted to the Chinese revolution. 
This supplement is written in such a way as i f  we 
were approaching the question privately for the

first time, as i f  we had not carried on a  correspond 
dence with Preobrazhensky: the theses have not a word 
to say in reply to a single one of my considerations» 
But that is not yet the worst. What is worse is that 
Radek’s theses are written as i f  here had never been 
a Chinese revolution in 1925-27. A ll of comrade Ra- 
dek’s considerations might have been successfully, 
formulated at the begining of 1924; the bourgeois- 
democratic revolution is not completed, it still has 
democratic stages before it, and then there will be 
a change by growth again. But the Right and Left 
■Kuo Min Tang, the Canton period, the northern ex­
pedition, the Shanghai coup d’ Etat, the Wuhan pe­
riod —  what are all those if  not democratic stages? 
Or, since Martinov has made a mess of it, can we 
simply leave it out of consideration? The theses see 
in the future what has in reality already been left 
behind. Or, perhaps the theses hope to get “real” 
democracy? Let them give us her address. The es­
sence of the matter is that all those conditions which 
with us united the agrarian revolution with the pro­
letarian revolution are expressed still more clearly 
and imperiously in China. The theses demand that 
we “wait” until the democratic revolution has grown 
into a socialist revolution. Two questions are com­
bined here. In  a certain sense our democratic revo­
lution grew into a socialist revolution only towards 
the middle of 1918. Yet power had been in the hands 
of the proletariat since November 1917. The argu­
ment sounds particularly bizarre coming from com­
rade Radek who so resolutely tried to prove that’ 
there is no feudalism in China, no class of land- 
owners and that therefore the agrarian revolution 
would not be directed against the landlord but a- 
gainst the bourgoisie. Survivals of feudalism are very 
strong in China, but they are indissolubly bound up' 
with bourgeois property. How then can comrade Ra­
dek now pass over this difficulty by saying that tha 
bourgeois-democratic revolution „is not completed,”  
repeating here the mistake of Bucharin, who in turn’ 
repeats Kamenev’s mistake in 1917? I  cannot do 
better than to quote here again Lenin’s word against 
Kamenev to which Beloborodov recently called my 
attention: 1

“He who is guided in his activity by the simpla 
formula ‘the bourgeois-democratic revolution is not 
finished’ takes it on himself to guarantee in somo 
way that the petty bourgeoisie is really capable of 
being independent of the bourgeoisie. He thereby ca­
pitulates weakly at the moment, hoping for the 
grace of the petty bourgeoise.” (Lenin. Vol. 14, Part 
1, page 35).

That is all I  can say on comrade Radek’s theses, 
I  think it is necessary to  say it for the sake of cla­
rity, without fearing the attempts of our “monolith­
ic” opponents to exploit our differences of opinion.

LEO D. TROTSKY*
Alma-Ata, July 17, 1928.

sixteenth century, the various strata of the peasan­
try played an enormous and, at times, even deci- 
sive role. But this role was never an independent 
role. Directly or indirectly the peasantry always 
supported one political force against another. By 
itself it  never constituted an independent force, 
having its own common national political tasks. 
In the epoch of finance capital the polarization of 
capitalist society has constantly progressed as com­
pared with the phase of capitalist development. 
This means that the relative strength of the peas­
antry has diminished and not increased. A t any 
rate, in the imperialist epoch the peasants of the 
capitalist countries are less capable of INDEPEND­
ENT political action on a national scale than in 
the epoch of industrial capitalism. The farmers of 
the United States today are incomparably less cap­
able of playing an independent political role than 
forty or fifty  years ago when, as the experience of 
the Populist movement shows, they could not or­
ganize an independent national party.

The temporary but sharp agrarianization of 
Europe as a result of the economic decline caused 
by the war has given rise to illusions concerning 
the possible /o le  of “ peasant” , that is, bourgeois 
pseudo-peasant Parties. I f  in the period of grave 
peasant unrest after the war one could still risk 
the experiment of organizing a farmers’ and peas­
ants’ international so as to test by experience the 
new relations between the proletariat and the peas­
antry, the peasantry and the bourgeoisie, the time 
has at last come when the five years experience of 
the Farmers’ and Peasants’ International must be 
theoretically and politically summarized, its great 
shortcomings revealed and an effort made to show 
what are its advantages. One conclusion at any 
rate cannot be denied. The experience of the 
“ peasant”  parties of Bulgaria, Poland, Roumania 
and Jugo-Slavia, that is, of the backward countries, 
the old experience of our Social Revolutionaries, 
and the fresh (the blood is not yet dried) experi­
ence with the Kuomintang, the sporadic experience 
in the advanced capitalist countries, particularly 
that of La Follette and Pepper in the United States, 
have invariably shown that in the epoch of capi- 

, talist decline there is even less reason to look for 
INDEPENDENT revolutionary anti-bourgeois 
peasant parties than in the epoch of rising capi­
talism.

.“ The town cannot be equalled to the village; the 
village cannot be equalled to the town in the his­
torical conditions of that epoch. The town inevitably
LEADS THE VILLAGE, the village inevitably

. _T.„ TQWN Tr

still play a decisive role but this role, again, will 
be neither leading nor independent. The poor' 
peasants of Hupeh, Kwantung, or Bengal can play; 
a role not only on a national but also on an inter* 
national scale. However, only on condition that 
they w ill support the workers of Shanghai, Han* 
kow, Canton and Calcutta. This is the only way 
out for the revolutionary peasant ON A N  INTER­
N A T IO N A L  road. The effort immediately to 
unite the peasants of Hupeh with the peasants of 
Galicia or Dobrudja, the Egyptian fellah with the 
American farmer, is hopeless.

But the nature of politics is such that everything 
which does not directly serve its object inevitably 
becomes an instrument for other objects, frequent­
ly for the very opposite ones. Have we not seen 
examples when a bourgeois party, which relied on 
the peasantry or sought to rely on it, became 
interested in the Farmers’ and Peasants’ Interna­
tional for a longer or shorter period i f  it  could not 
do so in the Comintern, only in order to find pro­
tection from the blows of its own Communist 
Party, as Purcell, in the trade union domain, pro­
tected himself through the Anglo-Russian Com­
mittee? I f  La Follette did not try to register in the 
Farmers’ and Peasants’ International that was due 
to the extreme weakness of the American Com­
munist Party, the more so considering that at that 
time its leader Pepper, without an invitation, em­
braced La Follette, even without that. But Raditch, 
the bankers’ leader of the Croatian rich peasants, 
found it necessary to leave his visiting card in the 
Farmers’ and Peasants’ International on his road 
to the Cabinet. The Kuomintang went much 
further than that and secured protection for itself, 
not only in the Farmers' International and the Anti- 
Imperialist League, hut even knocked at the doors 
of the Politbureau of the C.P.S.U., against only 
one vote.

I t  is very significant for the leading political 
tendencies of recent years that whereas tendencies 
in favor of the liquidation of the PROFINTERN 
(the Red International of Labor Unions) were 
very strong (its very name was deleted from 
the statutes of Soviet trade unions), we find that, 
so far as we remember, the question has never been 
raised in the official press as to what exactly are 
the conquests of the FARMERS’ A N D  PEAS­
ANTS’ IN TER N ATIO N A L.

The Sixth Congress must seriously probe 
the work of the Farmers’ and Peasants’ “ Interna­
tional”  from the viewpoint o f p -"’

Kteslintem. >»

The Draft Program of the Comintern

mintern with the methods proclaimed by the last 
Plenum of the E. C. C. I .” You can hardly believe 
your eyes whe*. you read it.

The „methods” of the February Plenum of the E. 
C. C. I.'consist first of all of the approval of Article 
58 and of the assertion that the Bolshevik-Leninists 
“are banking on the fall of the Soviet power. Can 
it  be that the resolution on the Opposition is of less 
historical significance than the resolution on the sec­
ond ballot in France, or the dubious hodge-podge 
on whether or not the British Communist Party should 
take part in the Labor Party? How can that be for­
gotten? Can I  be admitted to the Comintern if  I  am 
deeply convinced that in voting for the Chinese re­
solution the February Plenum dealt another mortal 
blow to the Chinese proletariat, and that in voting 
for the resolution on the Opposition gives the worst, 
most reactionary and self-debasing expression of 
the treacherous, bureaucratic methods of “leading 
the Party?

14. The theses of the February Plenum put the 
question of “temporary agreements with liberals in 
colonial countries” word for word just as the draft 
of the program puts it; but the draft of the pro­
gram, under a radical form, sanctifies the Kuo Min 
Tangiade.

15. On the theory of stages, on the theory of 
dually composed Parties, on the theory of socialism 
in a single country, Radek’s theses kay that these are 
“ tails” that should be removed. I t  is as if  the Marx­
ist man has already emerged fu ll grown out of the 
Centrist monkey, but with one superfluous organ: 
“the tail.” The good teacher and preceptor hints: 
Please hide your tail and all will be well. But that 
is to embellish the reality in a flagrant manner.

TH E " V A L U E ”  OF TH E C. I. PROGRAM

16. The general appraisal of the draft of the 
program by the theses is incorrect, that is, it is ex­
ceedingly good - natured. Contradictory, eclectic 
scholastic, fu l l  o f patches, the draft of the program 
is no good at all.

17. The general principle indications of Radek’s 
theses on the question of partial or transitional de­
mands are quite correct. I t  is high time that these 
general considerations were translated into a more 
concrete language, that is, for us to attempt to out­
line a plan for transitional demands which would ap­
ply to countries of lifferent types.

18. Cn the question of the Thermidor, Radek’s 
theses quite unexpectedly say: “I  shall not discuss 
here the question of knowing to what extent analo­
gies of the F'rench and Russian revolutions can be 
made.” W hat does that mean? The question of the 
Thermidor we formulated together with the authoi 
of the theses and with his participation. Analogies 
should be made within the strict limits of those aims
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d o p t e d  b y  t h e  l a s t  p l e n u m  o f  t h e  c . c . 
o f  e. p. s. u.

The J o in t P lenum  o f the C en tra l C om m ittee and 
le C en tra l C on tro l Commission o f the Com m unist 
a r ty  o f the Soviet U n ion  approves- the reso lu tion  o f 

ue jo in t  session o f the P o lit ica l B ureau o f  the C en tra l 
om m ittee and the P resid ium  o f the C en tra l C o n tro l, 
Commission on in n e r-P a rty  a f fa irs  o f F e b ru a ry  9, 
929.

In  v iew  o f  the fa c t th a t the jo in t  session o f  the 
P o litica l 'Bureau o f the  C en tra l C om m ittee and the 
; 'uesidiu-m o f the C en tra l C o n tro l Commission d id  no t 
iasve ,the o p p o rtu n ity  o f e s tim a ting  the dec la ra tin  o f 
iueharin , Tom sky and R ykov o f F e b ru a ry  9, 1929, 
th ick presents a fa c tio n a l p la tfo rm ; th a t comrades 

Jueharin , R ykov, Tom sky con tinue  in  th e ir  speeches 
t  the  jo in t  P lenum  o f the C e n tra l C om m ittee and the 
a n tra l C o n tro l -Commission o f  the C. !P. S. *U. to  de- 

■eloip and defend th e ir  views in  co n tra d ic tio n  t o  the 
‘a r ty  l in e ; th a t -Comrades Buchavin  and Tom sky 
fave re fu se d  to subm it to  the decisions o f  the jo in t  
ession o f  -the P o lit ic a l Bureau o f  the C e n tra l Gom- 
r iitte  -and the  P resid ium  o f  the C e n tra l C o n tro l Com­
mission on w ithdraw ing- th e ir  resignations, the jo in t  
Uenum o f the C en tra l C om m ittee and the C e n tra l 
io n tro l Commission o f  the C. P. S. U . considers i t  
tscessary to  make the fo llo w in g  dec is ion :

I .  The g ro w th -a n d  developm ent o f  the R ig h t de­
v ia tio n  in  the C. P. S. U . are most closely bound to ­
gether w ith  the p ecu lia ritie s  o f the present stage in  
he -development o f the p ro le ta r ia n  w o r ld  revo lu tio n , 
f.he 15th Congress off the C. P. S. -U, and the 6th 
.York! Congress o f the C om in te rn  a lready established 
the -symptoms o f a serious change in  the position  o f 
world cap ita l as w e ll as in  the in te rn a tio n a l re vo lu ­
tiona ry  movement. The cha rac te ris tic  essential 
features o f th is  change are a sharpen ing o f  the in n e r 
con trad ic tions in  the camp o f cap ita lism  w h ich  con- 
,-u-lse and underm ine ever m ore its  te m p o ra ry  and 
wavering s tab iliza tio n , and the -g row th  o f  the elements 
-if a mew re v o lu tio n a ry  rise (the  s tr ike  wave in  a 
series o f -European -countries, the le ftw a rd  m arch o f 
the w o rk in g  class and the successes o f  the C om m un­
ists a t the  p a rliam e n ta ry  e lections, the serious v ic ­
tories in  the fa c to ry  councils elections in  Germ any, 
the spread o f the re v o lu tio n a ry  crisis in  In d ia  and the 
u n in te rru p te d  -ferm ent in  the o ther colonies, -the ac­
cum ula tion  o f  con trad ic tions and the w a r -danger -in 
the camp o f the im peria lis ts  as w e ll as between the 
cap ita lis t w o rld  and the  U . S. S. -R.).

U nde r -these -circumstances, the m ost im p o rta n t 
tasks o f the C om m unist -Parties are the fo llo w in g ; 
he fu r th e r  bo lshevization o f the C om m unist -Parties, 

.h e ir  p u rg in g  fro m  social dem ocratic trad itio n s , the 
assurance o f the lead ing ro le  o f  the P a rty  in  the 
g row ing  re v o lu tio n a ry  movem ent and the p repa ra tion  

the broad masses fo r  the com ing decisive class 
struggles. . ,

S TA B IL IZA TIO N  AND TH E R IG HT W ING
In  the questions o f in te rn a tio n a l po licy , the R igh t 

deviation glides down -toward the side o f the social 
dem ocratic estim ation  o f the s ta b iliza tio n  o f cap ita l- 
?m (th e  th e o ry  o f the “ recove ry ”  o f  cap ita lism ) 
which f in d s  -expression in  an o b lite ra tio n  o f the ever 
pore sharpen ing crisis o f cap ita lism , in  the den ia l -of 
•he fa c t o f the w ave ring  o f ca p ita lis t s ta b iliza tio n  
und in  the  ve ilin g  o f the essential re v o lu tio n a ry  
features o f the “ th ird  -period.”  In  th is  m anner the 
Sights, and the C onc ilia to rs  they  have taken  in  tow , 
(Wive d ire c tly  a t a rev is ion  o f ‘-the L e n in is t estim ation  
->f -the present epoch as the period o f the cris is o f  ca­
pitalism, as the epoch o f  w ars and p ro le ta r ia n  w o rld  
.evo lu tion . They underestim ate , in  connection w ith  
.hat, the m ob iliza tion  o f w o rk in g  masses ( especially 
--he unorgan ized) to  independent s trugg le  aga inst thg 
-■eformist trade un ion  bureaucracy.

The connection between the R igh t dev ia tion  in  
the C. P. S. U . w ith  th is opp o rtu n is t tendency in  the 
anks o f the C om in te rn  is abso lu te ly obvious. Com­
ade Bueharin  has re a lly  so lidarized h im se lf in  th is  

laestion  w ith  the opportun is t stand o f the C oncilia - 
ors, H um bert-D roz , Ew eht, G erhard t and others.

Comrades Bueharin, R ykov and Tom sky are res­
tra in in g  the- s trugg le  o f the C om in te rn  aga inst the 
R igh t dev ia tion  and C onc ilia tion ism  in  the C om in te rn  
i!he decla ra tion  o f these three comrades th a t the po­
key o f ou r P a rty  is “ d is in te g ra tin g ”  the C. -I., we&ken- 
ng its  ranks and is lead ing to d iv is ion  as w e ll as to  

.-splits in  the fo re ig n  Com m unist P arties s ign ifie s  -not 
on ly  ig n o ra n t-op p o rtun is t lack, o f unders tand ing  o f 
-he tasks o f the pu rg in g  o f  the Com m unist P arties 
M m  the elements o f social democracy b u t also a rea l 

support o f the R igh t renegades. T h a t is w hy comrades 
Buohar’in , R ykov and Tom sky are o b je c tive ly  more and 
more the center o f  a ttra c tio n  fo r  a ll the  opportun is t 
and co n c ilia to ry  groups in  the sections o f the-C . I. . . .

The slanderous sta tem en t o f  the -group o f  com ­
rade Bueharin  th a t the P a rty  is spreading bureau­
cracy s ign ifies  a d isc red itin g  o f  th a t trem endous 
work w hich  the P a rty  has developed in  th e  strugg le  
against bureaucracy. The p h ilis tin e  slander o f  se lf- 
c ritic ism  by th is  g roup  can have "no o th e r m eaning 
th a t th a t o f d ire c t s trug g le  aga inst the slogan o f 
se lf-c ritic ism . In  the question o f  the trade  unions, 
comrades ¡Bueharin, R ykov and Tom sky are proceed­
ing on the h ig h ly  dangerous ro a d  o f  p la y in g  the tra d e  
unions aga inst the -Party, o f  -rea lly  adop ting  a course 
th a t leads to  the w eakening Of the trade  u n ion  move- 
n e n t by the P a rty , glossing over the shortcom ings 
o f the trade  un ion  w o rk  and c loak ing  the  trade  
un ion is t tendencies as w e ll as the appearance of a 

'»reaucratic 'harddiiiiig of a  part o f the trade union 
i they picture the struggle of -the

FO R EW O R D

Below  we re p r in t  the secret reso lu tion  adopted 
by  the S ta lin  fa c tio n  aga inst the -Bucharin-R ykov- 
Tom sky group a t th® recent P lenum  o f the Russian 
P a rty  C en tra l Com m ittee. The excerpts published .be­
low  compose the m ost im p o rta n t parts  o f  the reso lu ­
t io n  and were trans la ted  fro m  Cegen den S trom , cent­
ra l organ o f the B ra n d le rite  R ig h t w in g  in  Germ any, 
where i t  was made pub lic  fo r  the f i r s t  tim e. The re ­
so lu tion  -is cha rac te ris tic  o f S ta lin ’s m ethod o f f ig h t ­
in g  the T .herm idorian R ig h t w in g  in  the Russian P a r­
ty . I t  is the method o f  the C e n tris t apparatus, o f  -the 
bu reaucra t whose -fa ith  lies e n t ire ly  in  the a ll-pow er- 
fu lness o f  the P a rty  m achine, who -is m o rta lly  a fra id  
o f a rous ing  .the masses o f  the w orkers .and the Com­
m unists aga in t the T he rm ido ria n  R ig h t w ing . To 
arouse the masses fo r  a .genuine —- and no t a p i t i f u l  
apparatus s trugg le  aga inst the -Right w ou ld  invove 
the se ttin g  in  m otion  o f  such a fo rc e  as w ou ld  sweep 
over the re s to ra tio n ls t R igh t, and over the -C entrist 
swamp as w ell, and clear the g round  fo r  the re in s t itu ­
t io n  o f  the Bo lshevik p rinc ip les  fo u g h t fo r  by the Op­
position . S ta lin is t C entrism  fea rs  action  o f the -mas­
ses fa r  more than  .it does the R ig h t w ing . I t  is ready 
to u n ite  w ith  the la tte r  aga inst the re v o lu tio n a ry  c u r­
ren ts  in  the w o rk in g  class. S ta lin  d id  th is  fo r  m ore 
than  f iv e  years in  the s trugg le  to  decimate the Le­
n in is t O pposition  led by T ro tsky . He the reby on ly  
played the m iserable ro le  h is to ry  assigns to  Centrism .

S ta lin  -can no t lead a -real f ig h t  aga inst the T he r­
m idorian  R igh t. To conduct such a s trugg le  w ou ld  
lead te the -ann ih ila tion  o f C entrism  its e lf, since the 
R ig h t w in g  can be e lim ina ted  o n ly  i f  i t  is a ttacked 
fro m  a p rin c ip le  v iew po in t. B u t the basic p rin c ip le  o f 
the R ig h t w in g  —  the th e o ry  o f  socialism  in  one 
cou n try , the M enshevik be traya l o f  the Chinese re ­
v o lu tio n  the th e o ry  o f  two-class parties , the cap itu ­
la tio n  to Purce llism  in  the B r it is h  General s tr ike , the 
fa lse in te rn a l line  in the Soviet U n ion , etc. etc., •—  
were worked o u t jo in t ly  -by the B ucha rin -R ykov  R ig h t 
and S ta lin is t C en trism -in  the f iv e  years .o f s trugg le  a- 
ga ins t the O pposition ! -Only by such an approach to 
the present cris is in  the R igh t-C en te r bloc can a 
M a rx is t resu lt be a tta ined .

S ta lin ’s present le f t  zig-zag is the fo re ru n n e r o f 
a new sw ing  to  the R ig h t. I t  is a  zig-zag fo r  w h ich the 
C enter w i l l  pay dearly  and the w o rk in g  class most 
he a v ily  o f a ll.

I t  is w o rth  m en tion ing , in  conclusion, the u n ­
concealed ■Contempt w ith  w h ich  the S ta lin is t bu reau­
cracy regards the fo re ig n  Gom m unist Parties. tBuch- 
a rin  who was unan im ous ly  chosen cha irm an -o f the-Co­
m in te rn  a t the 6 th  Congress is removed by  S ta lin  w ith  
out even the fo rm a lity  o f  an o rd in a ry  o r special m eet­
in g  o f the C om in te rn  o r its  executive. S ta lin  knows 
th a t the Thaelm anns, Semards, Bells and -Fosters w i l l  
vote w ith  both hands fo r  any decision o f the S ta lin  
fa c tio n . He aso-knows th a t these in te rn a tio n a l puppets 
o f th e -C e n tr is t apparatus w il l !  see to  i t  th a t the-m em ­
bership o f the In fe rn a tin a l does no t ask questions but, 
does as i t  is to ld , w hether i t  knows w h y  o r no t. S ta lin  
does not even bo the r to  in fo rm  the Russian P a rty  
o f his decisions against the R ig h t; the reso lu tion  is 
g iven on ly  to  the func tion a rie s , the apparatus men. 
As fo r  the fo re ig n  Com m unist press, they  have long- 
ago been trans fo rm ed  in to  language bu lle tin s  fo r  
S ta lin ’s paid scribblers. We have a rrive d  in  the Com­
m un is t m ovem ent today to  the sham efu l stage where 
the ye llow  socia list rags, like  the 'Fo rw ard  in  New 
York, g ive its  readers more deta iled  in fo rm a tio n  on 
the events in  the C om m unist movem ent-than the D a ily  
W o rke r and the F re ih e it combined. The readers o f 
the la tte r  tw o papers don ’t  know  ye t th a t B ueharin  is 
o u t!

S ta lin  drags the Com m unist m ovem ent to  the 
swamp o f Centrism , to  sp lits ; he covers i t  w ith  dis­
c red it and shame. —  Ed.

T H E  R IG H T  A N D  T H E  P A R T Y  R E G IM E .
In  the question o f the role o f the P a rty  appara­

tus and o f the in n e r-P a rty  regim e, however, the a t­
titu d e  o f the g roup  o f  comrade Bueharin  com plete ly 
represents a re p e tit io n  o f  the most m alicious accusa­
tions raised by the T ro tskys t O pposition against ou r 
P a rty . . .

4. The R ig h t dev ia tion  is roo ted  in  the p e tty  b u r- 
geois mass elements th a t su rround the w o rk in g  class. 
Inside the P a rty , the the bases o f the R ig h t devia tion 
are the least s teadfast elements in  the non-p ro le ta rian  
sector o f the P a rty  who are m ost exposed to  p e tty  
bourgeois in fluences and the danger o f degeneration, 
as w e ll as the backw ard sections o f the w orkers  who 
have no t gone long  enough th rough  the shool o f 
shop and fa c to ry  and are connected w ith  the v illage  
as w e ll as the c ity  p e tty  burgeoisie. The p la tfo rm  o f 
the g roup  o f comrade B ueharin  o f F e b ru a ry  9 as 
w e ll as the v iew po in t represented by the members o f 
th is  group a t the P lenum  o f the C. C. and the C. C. 
C. fo rm  an appeal to  these unstable elements and 
co n tribu te  o b je c tive ly  to  the crea tion  o f the R ig h t 
devia tion  in  the P a rty . . .

5. The jo in t  P lenum  o f -the C. C. and the C. C. 
C. declares th a t the B ueharin  g roup  has a lready  be­
gun the  fa c tio n a l s trugg le  aga inst the ¡Party leader­
ship. I t  has recourse to  qu ite  im perm issib le  v io la tio n  
o f P a rty  d isc ip line  (resistance o f comrades Bueharin  
and Tom sky to  the repeated decisions o f  the P o lit i­
cal Bureau on th e ir  m ethod o f  res ign a tio n ). I t  in ­
spired the fa c tio n a l w o rk  aga inst the C e n tra l Com­
m ittee  in  the Moscow o rgan iza tion , endeavored to  
p lay  th e  fra c t io n  a t the -6th T rade  U n ion  Congress 
aga inst the C en tra l C om m ittee, made the a tte m p t to  
fo rm  an u n p rin c ip le d  bloc o f  leaders aga inst the 
C e n tra l C om m ittee (proposa l o f

The unheard o f  gossip about the P a rty  s lid ing  
down to the T ro ts k y is t position , the slanderous re ­
proach aga inst the P a rty  on the po licy  o f the “ m il i­
ta ry -fe u d a l e xp lo ta tio n ”  o f the peasantry w hich is 

..taken fro m  tiie  arsenal o f M iliu k o v ’s -Party, the ac­
cusation o f the P a rty  th a t i t  is spreading bureaucra­
cy and d is in te g ra tin g  the C om in te rn  —  a ll th is  is 
w ith o u t doubt ind ica tive  o f  the fa c tio n a l character 
o f the Bueharin  g roup  and the departure  o f th is  
group fro m  the genera l line  o f  the P a rty . Thereby 
the B ueharin  .group vio la tes in  the grossest m anner 
the  L e n in is t u n ity  o f the P a r ty , sha tters Bolshevist 
d isc ip line  and underm ines the co llec tive  leadership 
in  the C en tra l Com m ittee.

F o r t if ie d  by the w i l l  o f a ll the P a rty  o rgan iza­
tions, w h ich unanim ously support the line  o f  the 
C en tra l C om m ittee and have ene rg e tica lly  con­
demned the a tt itu d e  as w e ll as the  v iew po in ts  o f com­
rade B ueharin , R ykov and Tom sky, the v iew po in ts  
w hich, considered ¡basically, re f le c t a R ig h t deviation,; 
in  v iew  o f  the fa c t  th a t comrades B ueharin , R ykov 
and Tom sky have n o t adm itted  th e ir  m istakes; f in a l­
ly , proceeding fro m  the in te rests  o f  the  u n ity  o f the 
P a r ty  w h ich  is especia lly necessary under present 
circumstances, the P lenum  o f thè C. C. and the C. C. 
C. o f  the C. P. S. U . decides:

T H E  O R G A N IZ A T IO N  R E M O V A L S

a) to  condemn -the views presented in  the decla­
ra tio n  o f comrade B ueha rin  o f  Ja n u ary  30, in  the 
dec la ra tion  o f comrades B ueharin , R ykov and Tom ­
sky o f  F e b ru a ry  9 and in  the speeches o f  these com­
rades a t the P lenum  o f the C. C. ..and the C. C. C., 
as v iews th a t are incom patib le  w ith  the genera l 
line  o f  the P a rty  and w hich, bas ica lly  considered, 
con fo rm  w ith  the pos ition  w ith  the R ig h t devia tion, 
and to ob liga te  these comrades to c a rry  ou t uncon­
d it io n a lly  the decisions o f  the P a rty  and the com­
m ittees;

b ) to  condemn the negota tions behind the scenes 
by comrade Bueharin  w ith  comrade Kamenev as the  
crassest expression o f  the fa c tio n a l character o f the 
group o f comrade B ue h a rin ;

c) to  condemn the po licy  o f  resignations o f  com­
rades B u e ha rin  and Tom sky as a -gross v io la tio n  o f  
P a rty  d isc ip line :

d) to  -remove comrades B uoha rin  .and Tom sky 
fro m  the posts occupied by them  (P ravda , C om in­
te rn  .and C e n tra l C ounc il o f the T rade U nions o f the 
Soviet U n io n ), and to  w a rn  them  th a t  in  the event 
o f the s ligh test a tte m p t to  v io la te  the decisions o f 
the C e n tra l C om m ittee and its  organs th e y  w i l l  be 
im m ed ia te ly  removed fro m  -the P o lit ic a l B ureau  as 
destroyers o f  P a r ty  d isc ip line ;

e) th a t the  P o lit ic a l Bureau  sha ll adopt mea­
sures to p reven t the occurrence o f  an y  deviations 
f ro m  the line  .o f the P a rty  and the decisions o f  the 
lead ing  P a rty  com m ittees in  the speeches o f in d iv i-  
dueal members and candidates o f  the P o lit ic a l B u ­
reau ;

f )  to  adopt a ll the necessary measures fo r  a 
tho rough execution o f the line  o f the P a rty  and the 
decisions o f  the C en tra l C om m ittee in  the press o f 
the P a rty  as .well as the Soviet press, and in  a ll .pa­
pers and jo u rn a ls ;

g ) to  establish special measures —  up to ex­
pu ls ion  f ro m  the C e n tra l C om m ittee .and the P a r ty  
-—  fo r  ¡guarantee ing the p reserva tion  o f  p riv a c y  o f 
the decisions o f the C en tra l C om m ittee and its  Po­
lit ic a l Bureau and to  exclude the p o s s ib ility  o f  in ­
fo rm in g  the T ro tskys ts  on the a f fa irs  in  the C en tra l 
C om m ittee and the P o lit ic a l B ureau;

h) to  send the present reso lu tion  to  a ll the loca l 
o rgan iza tions o f the P a rty  and members o f the 16th 
P a rty  Conference and n o t to  pub lish  i t  in  the press.

Remember Comrade M alkin
■One o f the surest tests o f the v i ta l i ty  and. in te ­

g r i ty  o f  any section o f the  w o rke rs ’ -movement is its  
a ttitu d e  to w a rd  the vanguard fig h te rs  who have fa lle n  
in to  the hands o f the enemy and langu ish in  th e ir  
prison. A  special rega rd  fo r  the class w a r prisoners, 
a constant rem em brance o f  th e ir  hero ic sacrifices and 
an u n re m itt in g  s trugg le  fo r  th e ir  lib e ra tio n  is the 
m a rk  o f every re v o lu tio n a ry  body w o rth y  o f the name. 
S upport o f class w a r prisoners cannot haye any sect­
a rian  o r partisan  lim its . E ve ry  w o rke r in  prison fo r  
his class is en title d  to loya l support and help rega rd ­
less o f his p o lit ic a l views and w ith o u t any conditions. 
This w ill a lways be ou r p rinc ip le .

There is a special need fo r  the readers o f the 
M ilita n t  and fo r  members and supporters o f the 
Com m unist O pposition, to  rem em ber comrade M aurice  
L . M a lk in  who is serv ing  tim e a t Comstock Prison, 
New Y o rk . This special rem em brance should be given 
to h irfi because he was one o f  the f i r s t  A m erican  
Com m unists to  f ig h t  under o u r banner and was one 
the most active  and m ilita n t  w orkers  up to  the m o­
m ent o f his im prisonm ent. W e should rem em ber h im  
also because the fa c tio n  mongers o f  the  P a rty , o f 
the In te rn a tio n a l Labor Defense and o f the Needle 
Trades In d u s tr ia l U n ion  ( fo r  w h ich  ¡he w en t to  
prison* have m istreated and .neglected ¡him, sup­
pressed his name and p u b lic ity  about h is case, w ith ­
held the m a te ria l support th a t is his due and fa ile d  
to  send h im  the books he asked f o r  ou t o f funds  
generously p rovided b y  w orkers  f o r  th is  purpose.

T im e drags heav ily  In  p rison  and doubly so fo r  
class conscious and in te llig e n t men such as comrade 
M a lk in  -whose thoughts are concerned w ith  the w o r ld ­
w ide w o rke rs ’ s trugg le . Le tte rs  -from  “ the outside”  
do m uch -to make l i fe  endurable ( fo r the -class ’war 
prisoners ¡and susta in  them  w ith  the know ledge ¡that 
th e y  are  no t fq rg o tte n  .by th e ir  comrades -in ithe 
strugg le . Me .the re fo re  -rem ind comrades o f  th e .im ­
portance o f  w r it in g  to  comrade M a lk in . Address

The Secret Resolution Against Bucharin
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CONfflEW JED ? R 0 # ' P A G E  O N E a ll processes are ra p id ly  ca rrie d  th ro u g h , th is  school-
m ost favorab le ; to  i t ,  the  C om m unist P a rty  ga ined in  in g  w i l l  no t las t fo r  decades like  the p re -w a r school
a ll on ly  f i f t y  thousand votes. Th is  te rr ib le  debacle 
is a d ire c t and im m ediate paym ent fo r  the ru inous 
po licy  o f the C om in te rn  upon the  question o f  the 
Anglo-R ussian Com m ittee the ce n tra l question o f 
the po licy  o f  the C om in te rn  in- E ng land  fo r  the past 
fe w  years.

The recen t e lections in  Eng land  revealed an u n ­
questionable le ftw a rd  m ovem ent o f the mass o f  the 
w orkers. B u t th is  le ftw a rd  m ovem ent, i. e., a b reak­
in g  away o f  m illio n s  o f  w orkers fro m  the  bourgeoisie, 
has a t the g iven stage a c le a rly  re fo rm is t-p a c ifis t 
Character —  and th a t sha rp ly  emphasized, m oreover, 
b y  the  de fea t o f  th e  B r it is h  C om m unist P a rty . I t  
is ha rd  to  im agine a  m ore c rue l joke  than  th a t pe r­
pe tra ted  b y  the C o m in te rn  upon B r it is h  Communism. 
F o r several years they have compelled the B r it is h  
C om m unist P a rty  to  r id e  on P u rce ll’s ru n n in g  board, 
and hold a  re v o lu tio n a ry  w rea th  on the head o f 
Cook. The M oscow leadership rem ained fo r  a whole 
year in  un ion  w ith  th e  u n q u a lifie d  s tr ike  breakers- o f 
the General C ouncil. P o lit ic a lly  the C om m unist P a r­
ty ,  in  these circumstances d id  n o t exist. The revo lu ­
tiona ry . m in o r ity  o f  the trade  un ions rem ained in te l­
le c tu a lly  helpless, and the C om in te rn  w ith  its  e n tire  
p o licy  helped Thomas and P urce ll sha tter, discourage 
and absorb th is  m in o r ity . A f te r  a ll th is , the B r it is h . 
P a rty  received an o rd e r to  accomplish an im m ediate 
tu rn  about o f 1802 degrees. As a resu lt i t  could only 
f in d  ou t th a t the w o rk in g  class s im ply does not know 
i t  as an independent re v o lu tio n a ry  pa rty .

G E R M A N Y  A N D  C H IN A
The German C om m unist P a rty , incom parab ly 

s tronger than  the other parties , has also a more se­
rious tra d it io n  and more m ilita n t cadres. B u t in 1928 
the German w o rk in g  class had on ly  begun to  emerge 
fro m  the para lys is  w ith  w hich its  vast m a jo r ity  was 
a ff lic te d  a f te r  the catastrophe o f 1923. G iv ing  nine 
m illio n  votes to  the social democracy, the German 
w orkers e x p lic it ly  declared th a t they wish again to 
t r y  th e ir  lu ck  on the pace fu l road o f re fo rm .

In  China the Com m unist P a r ty  now number? 
three o r fo u r  thousand members, and no t th a t hun-

o f the social democracy, b u t most lik e iy  o n ly  a few  
years. B u t i t  is ju s t  th is  p e rio d  th a t the German, 
yes, and the xvhole European w o rk in g  class is go ing  
th rough . The appearance o f an independent B rand- 
le r  fa c tio n  is a sm all in c id e n ta l sym pton o f th is  same 
process. The passing o f the w orkers  fro m  the bour­
geoisie- to  the social democracy te s tifie s  to  a le f t ­
w ard  movement o f the masses. B u t th is  le ftw a rd  
movem ent has s t i l l  a p u re ly  p a c ifis t, re fo rm is t and 
n a tio na lis t character. The fu r th e r  fa te  o f  th is  p ro ­
cess depends upon a whole series o f domestic and in* 
te rn a tio n a l causes, and to  a considerable degree upon 
o u r own po licy, upon o u r a b il ity  to  understand the 
essence o f the px-ocess, upon ou r s k il l in  d is tingu ish ­
in g  its  successive stages.

The re fo rm is t le ftw a rd  m ovem ent w il l  begin to 
be replaced by a re v o lu tio n a ry  one fro m  th a t mo­
m ent when the masses begin in  a c o n tin u a lly  in ­
creasing flo o d  to  pass f ro m  the social democracy to  
the Com m unist Parties, B u t th a t has n o t ye t hap­
pened. In d iv id u a l, episodical m an ifes ta tions do not 
m atte r. I t  is necessary to  take the process as a whole. 
W hen Thaelm ann, fo llo w in g  S ta lin  and o the r leaders 
o f the C om intern , skid in  J u ly  1928'" th a t  " th e  s itu ­
a tion  is becom ing m ore re vo lu tio n a ry  every day,”  he 
only revealed a complete incapac ity  to  understand 
the d ia lec tic  o f  the process w hich is ta k in g  place in  
the w o rk in g  class.

The Gennan Com m unist P a rty  received at last- 
yea r’s e lections 3,200,000 votes. A f te r  the defeat o f 
1923, th a t is, a f te r  the collapse o f  B rand le rism , and 
a fte r  the monstrous m istakes o f the u ltra - le fts  o f 
1924 and 1925, such a resu lt was in  the highest de­
gree s ig n ifica n t and prom is ing . B u t i t  was n o t-b y  any 
means a sym ptom  o f a re vo lu tio n a ry  s itua tion . N ine 
m illio n  are w e igh ing  upon these 3,200,000. Th is  was 
made clear a t  the tim e  o f the A rm ore d  C ru iser Cam­
paign, w h ich com ple te ly re fu te d  Thaelm ann's se lling- 
ta lk  about the s itu a tio n  becom ing ‘ ‘more revo lu ­
tio n a ry  every day.”

A  N E W  G R O W TH  OF R E FO R M IS M

The w o rk in g  masses,. and above a ll the new ge-
dred thousand w h ich  was so lig h t-m in d e d iy  cla im ed ne ra tion , are now passing th ro u g h  an accelerated re- 
a t the S ix th  Congress by the bu reaucrats o f  the p e tit io n  o f the course o f re fo rm ism . T ha t is the 
C om in te rn . B u t th is  l i t t le  P a rty  is in  a state o f s t i l l  fundam en ta l fa c t. P rom  th is  i t  by no means fo llo w s , 
fu r th e r  d is in te g ra tio n . The leadership o f  S ta lin , 
com bin ing O pportun ism  w ith  adventu rism , has 
w recked the Chinese revo lu tio n  fo r  years, and w ith  
i t  the young  Chinese Com m unist P a rty . W hen the 
C en tra l C om m ittee o f the French P a rty  promises 
th a t on the F irs t o f A u g u s t the p ro le ta r ia n  ba ta llions 
w il l  m arch in  Shanghai as in  Paris, th is  prophesy 
can o n ly  be classed as cheap rh e to r ic . A las, every­
th in g  goes to  show th a t ba ta llions  w i l l  n o t m arch 
e itth e r in  Shanghai o r in  Paris. The F rench Com­
m un is t P a rty , lik e  its  pale shadow the U n ity  C onfed­
e ra tion  o f  Labor, has b y  no means increased its  in ­
fluence  o f  la te  years. There is n o t the s ligh test hope 
th a t the F irs t  o f A u g u s t w i l l  p rove any m ore revo lu ­
t io n a ry  in  F rance than  the  F irs t  o f  M ay. Semard 
and Monmousseau undertake  eve ry th in g  and promise 
e ve ry th in g  in  o rde r to  do no th ing .

O r perhaps the outcome o f  the Belgian, elections 
g ive  grounds to  hope fo r  a dem onstra tion  o f  the 
w orkers  o f  Brussels and A n tw e rp  a t the  sum­
mons o f  the Jacuemotte?

We w il l  no t stop to  m en tion  the o th e r parties  
o f the C om in te rn . They a ll reveal exa c tly  the same 
fea tu re s : decline o f  in flu e n ce , w eakening o‘f  o rgan iz­
a tion , ideo log ica l s p lit t in g  up, a decrease o f  confidence 
o f  the masses in  the  appeals o f the P a rty .

The Czecho-S lovak P a rty  was considered one o f 
the most p o w e rfu l sections o f  the C om in te rn . B u t its  
f i r s t  a tte m p t las t year to  designate a “ Red D ay”  u n ­
covered an a la rm in g  stagnant re fo rm ism  in  the P ar­
ty , poisoned w ith  the s p ir it  o f  Sm eral and those like  
him . As a resu lt o f  the sheer command fro m  the top 
to become re v o lu tio n a ry  in  24 hours, the Czecho­
s lo va k  P a r ty  s im p ly  began to  crumble  away.

F A L S E  E S T IM A T E  O F T H E  S IT U A T IO N
They to ld  us d u rin g  the p e riod  o f  the S ix th  Con­

gress th a t the s itu a tio n  in  G erm any is p lac ing  revo ­
lu tio n  on the  o rde r o f the day. Tha lm ann c lea rly  an­
nounced: “ The s itua tion , is becom ing more revo lu ­
tio n a ry  every day.”  B u t th a t ju d g m e n t was fa lse  to  
the roots. In  a le tte r  sent b y  comrade T ro tsky  to the 
S ix th  Congress in  the name o f  the O pposition ( “ A n d  
W ha t n e x t? ” ) the o f f ic ia l estim ate o f the s itu a tio n  
was analyzed in  complete de ta il, and an accurate w a rn ­
in g  was issued a year ago aga inst the ru inous .ad-, 
v e n tu r is t ic  conclusions w h ich  th a t estim ate  w ou ld  
en ta il. The O pposition  does n o t deny the symto-ms 
o f  a le ftw a rd  m ovem ent o f the German w o rk in g  mas­
ses. On the co n tra ry  fo r  us also th is  “ le ftw a rd  move­
m en t”  fo u n d  an u n q u a lifie d  expression a t the tim e  
o f the recen t elections to  the Reichstag. B u t the

o f course, th a t we m ust soften ou r a tt itu d e  tow ard  
the social democracy, o r  the r ig h t  opposition, (Buch- 
a rin , B ra n d le r and Co.). B u t o u r own ta c tic a l tasks 
ought to  f lo w  f i r s t  o f  a ll fro m  a co rrec t understand­
in g  o f What is ta k in g  place. The M ay Day ce lebra tion  
o f 1929 could no t ju m p  ou t o f its  p o lit ic a l se tting . I t  
could not help the Com m unist P a rty  become stronger 
in  the course o f  24 hours than  i t  a c tu a lly  was. M ay Day 
cou ld  be on ly  an episode in  the process o f  an as 
yet p a c if is t and re fo rm is t “ le ftw a rd  m ovem ent”  o f 
the masses. The a tte m p t to  ju m p  over the sky in  24 
hours s tr ic t ly  accord ing to  the calender, flow ed fro m  
a fa lse  estim ate o f  the processes ta k in g  place in the 
mass, and in e v ita b ly  led to  a defeat, in  w h ich  there 
was an in d u b itab le  element o f  adventurism . The op­
p o rtu n is ts  always make gains on the m isca lcu la tions 
o f  re v o lu tio n a ry  adventu rism . In  th is  case the social 
democrats made these gains and in  p a rt also the 
B rand le rites  y h o  represen t the tid ie s t, m ost honest 
and freshest ed ition  o f “ re v o lu tio n a ry ”  social demo­
cracy. They are us ing  the debacle o f  re vo lu tio n a ry  
adventu rism  in  o rd e r to  d isc red it re vo lu tio n a ry  
methods in  general.

There cannot be any doubt th a t the M ay Day 
ce lebra tion  set back the German Communist  P a rty . 
Th is  does no t mean o f  course th a t i t  set the P a rty  
back fo re ve r, o r even fo r  a long  tim e. The unex­
am pled crim e perpe tra ted  by the Social Dem ocracy 
w i l l  be g ra d u a lly  assim ila ted in to  the consciousness 
o f  the w o rk in g  mass and w i l l  help them  make the 
tra n s itio n  to  Communism, There can be no doubt, o f 
th a t —  upon one single c o n d it io n : a fa ir ly  co rrec t 
po licy o f the C om m unist P a r ty  its e lf.

I f  you approach the s itu a tio n  fro m  th is  po in t 
o f view i t  is necessary f i r s t  o f a ll to  ask the question; 
W hat is now needed b y  the B e rlin  w orkers and the 
German w orkers and a ll o th e r w orkers? A  re p e ti­
tio n  o f M ay Day o r  a le a rn in g  o f the lesson of May 
Day? The answer is a lready contained in  the quest­
ion. A  re p e tit io n  is u n th inkab le  and not to  be pe r­
m itted . A  rep e titio n  w ould be a bare, senseless ad­
ven ture . W h a t we w a n t is a  le a rn in g  o f the lessons, 
a correct estim ation o f  w ha t happened. W ha t we 
w a n t is a co rre c t p o lit ic a l line.

“ RED D A Y ”  C O N D E M N E D  TO  FA ILU R E ,
We have said th a t M ay D ay cannot a r t i f ic a l ly  

raise its e lf  above the p o lit ic a l level o f the move­
m ent. S t il l less can an a r t i f ic a l p il in g  up o f “ red 
days”  b u re a u c ra tica lly  designated in  advance accord­
in g  to  the calender, do th is . M oreover the C om in te rn  
is m ak ing  an a tte m p t to  take a F irs t o f A ugust re*

. _ — - venge fo r  the F irs t o f M ay . I t  is possible to  say even
whole question is as to  the present stage o f  th is  le f t -  now, and i t  is necessary to  say i t  in  the hearing  o f 
w ard  m ovem ent. W e have had in  G erm any a s im u l- a ll:  The F irs t  o f A u g u s t “ Red D ay”  is condemned 
aneous g ro w th  o f  the Social Dem ocracy and the in  advance to  fa ilu re . In  a d d itio n  to  th a t :  W ha t was 

Com m unist P a rty . T ha t has undoub ted ly  m eant an va luab le  in  the F irs t  o f  M ay  (the  se lf-sacrifice  o f  a 
ebbing o f  broad circles o f  the w orkers  a w ^y  fro m  p a rt f  the  p ro le ta r ia n  vangard ) w il l  be reduced to  a 
the bourgeois parties. B u t the p rinc ip le  c u rre n t s t i l l  m in im um  on the F irs t  o f A ugust. A n d  w ha t was bad

on the F irs t  o f  M a y  (the  elements o f adventu rism  > 
w il l  be raised to  a h ighe r power.

In  the A u tu m n  o f J923, when m enta l l i fe  in  the 
C om in te rn  was n o t ye t e n tire ly  choked, there  was an 
in te rn a tio n a l polem ic in  the  lead ing  C om m unist o r­
gans as to  w hether o r n o t i t  is possible to  set the

flow s in  the channel o f  the  Social Dem ocracy. In  
these circum stances i t  i t  in to le ra b ly  ligh t-m inded  to 
say th a t “ the s itu a tio n  is becom ing m ore re v o lu t i­
o na ry .”  The social dem ocracy is n o t a p a rt o f  revo­
lu tio n . H erm ann M ue lle r and Zoerg iebel rem inded 
the w hole w o rld  o f th a t on the F irs t  o f  M ay.

W e have -to  understand  c o rre c tly  w ha t a g ro w th

a- s itu a tio n  is, th e  m ore necessary i t  is  fu r  the p ro ­
le ta r ia n  vanguard  to  have a  c lea r and  d e fin ite  plar. 
o f  action. The leadership o f  the P a rty  ought to  stanc 
f i r m ly  a t the helm w ith  its  eyes fo rw a rd . One o f  the 
fundam en ta l mom ents o f leadership in  such c ii 
cumstanees is the p ra c tica l p repara tion , o f an in s u r­
rec tion . A nd  since an insu rrec tion , lik e  a ll hum an a f 
fa irs , develops in  tim e, the leadership m ust designate 
in  good season the date o f  an insu rrec tion . I t  stand; 
to  reason th a t w ith  a change in  the circumstance;-; 
th e  date m ay be changed —  as i t  was changed in 
P e trograd  in  1917. B u t th a t leadership w hich eannoi 
understand the s ign ificance  o f the tim e  fa c to r, which 
m ere ly  sw im s w ith  the cu rre n t, g u rg lin g  and b lo w ­
in g  bubble® is condemned to  ru in .  A  re vo lu tio n a ry  
s itu a tio n  demands a revo lu tio n a ry  calender.

B u t th is  c e rta in ly  does no t mean th a t i t  is s u f­
f ic ie n t  fo r  Thaelm ann, S ta lin , M a m iils ky  o r Sernar, 
to  p ick  up the ca lender and p u t a red b lo t on the 
F irs t o f A ugus t in  o rder to tu rn  th a t day in to  a re 
v o lu tio n a ry  event. Such an approach combines thx 
most ru inous fea tures o f bu reaucratism  and advent 
u risn i. In  those countries and those parties, when 
pure  bu reaucratism  is upperm ost —  and these an  
the m a jo r ity  —  the F irs t o f A ugus t w i l l  in  a ll p ro b ­
a b il ity  end in  a com ical fiasco like  the V incennes de 
m onstra tion  o f  Semavd-Monmousseau. In  those count 
rigs where the elements o f  adventu rism  are uper- 
most, the F irs t  o f  A u g u s t m ay end in  a tragedy 
w h ich  th is  tim e  —  in  oan tras t to  M ay D ay —  w i l l  h i 
W holly, abso lu te ly  and ir re m e d ia b ly  to  the advantage 
of the enemy.

IR R E S P O N S IB LE  SLO G AN S

The summons o f the W estern European Bure» 
o f the C om in te rn  issued in  B e r lin  on the 8 th  o 
M ay, a lthough we are accustomed to  much, shock 
us w ith  its  ligh t-m indedness, garrulousness, braggr, 
docio and d isgusting  irre sp o n s ib ility . “ In to  th  
streets, p ro le ta r ia n s !”  “ D own w ith  Im p e r ia lis t w a r! 
“ A p p ro p ria te  the p o lit ic a l and m ilita ry -te c h n ic a l ex­
perience o f the s trugg le  o f the B e r lin  p ro le ta r ia t! 
“ Learn  the f ig h t in g  methods o f the p o lic e !”  “ M ak 
seeure y o u r a b il ity  to  m anoeuvre!”  “ U n ite  yo u r su] 
p o rt o f  the B e r lin  p ro le ta r ia t w ith  the d a ily  demano 
o f the broadest p ro le ta r ia n  masses!”  “ D own w it 
im p e ria lis tic  w a r ! ! ”  “ In to  the streets, p ro le ta rians !

In  o ther words the European Com m unist, Pa; 
ties are g iven a s tr ic t ly  dated ta sk ; In  the course c 
three months (M a y  to  A u g u s t) to  un ite  themselvc 
w ith  the b ro a d e s t masses o f  the w orkers (no mox 
and no less), learn  the a r t  o f m anoeuvering, a q u ii 
the f ig h t in g  methods o f  the police, approp ria te  th  
p o lit ic a l and m ilita ry - te c h n ic a l experience o f  : 
s trugg le  and go in to  the streets against. . . the  in. 
p e ria lis t w ar. I t  is re a lly  d if ic u lt  to  im agine a m or 
p i t i f u l  document, te s t ify in g  to  the fa c t th a t th 
consecutve blows o f the governm enta l apparatus c 
the sku ll o f  the C om in te rn  have succeeded in  produx 
in g  an om inous s tu p id ity . A n d  now th is  headle: 
leadership, armed w ith  the above cited ideas and slo 
gans, w arns the bourgeoisie o f  a ll Europe th a t i t  in  
tends on the F irs t o f A ugust to  lead the w orker 
in to  the streets “ fu l ly  arm ed w ith  m ilita ry -te ch n ica  
m ethods!”  Could i t  be possible to  p lay  m ore shame­
lessly w ith  the lives o f the p ro le ta ria n  vanguard  an 
the honor o f the C om in te rn  than  these con tem ptib l 
epigones: are p la y in g  w ith  S ta lin  at th e ir  head.

The tasks and duties o f the B o lghev ik-Len in is t 
f lo w  ve ry  c le a rly  fro m  the whole s itu a tio n . W e r t  
p resent a t present in  the  w o rke rs ’ m ovem ent a smal 
m in o r ity  —  and th is  fo r  the same reasons th a t th  
bourgeoisie are strong , the social dem ocracy ha 
grow n, the right, w in g  o f the C om in te rn  is consol, 
da ting , and C entrism  holds the apparatus in  its  hand 
The task o f the M arx ia n  m in o r ity  is to  analize, est. 
m ate, foresee, w arn  against dangers and ind ica te  th  
road.

W H A T  IS  TO  B E  D O N E?
What, is to  be done im m ed ia te ly?  The f i r s t  th ine

is to  co rrect w ha t is a lready done. I t  is necessary tr 
ca ll o f f  the A u g u s t F irs t D em onstra tion.

B u t th is  w il l  do in ju r y  to  the prestige o f  the 
CoA in te rn  and its  na tiona l sections? In d u b ita b ly . /  
crude p o lit ica l m istake cannot pass w ith o u t a ffe c ting  
the a u th o r ity  o f the C om in te rn . But. the in ju r y  w i! 
be less i f  you cal! o l f  the dem onstration in  tim e , th a t 
i f  you s tu b bo rn ly  persist in  tb  m istake, convertin ; 
the- dem onstration in  the one case in to  an unw orthy  
comedy, and in  the other in to  a g u e rilla  b a ttle  be­
tween sm all re v o lu tio n a ry  troops and the police.

The recent Congress o f the German Communis 
P a rty  seems to  a ttem p t to  dissent fro m  the summon; 
o f the W estern European Bui'eati in  the d irec tio n  o 
common sense. B u t instead o f  c lea rly  and f ir m ly  re 
jet-ting- i t ,  the m anifesto  o f the Congress is conteh 
to smear over and dissolve in  w a te r the m ilita ry- 
techn ica l slogans o f the C om in te rn . T h a t is the  w ore 
course to  take, fo r  i t . combines a ll the disadvantage 
o f .a re tre a t witK. a ll the dangers o f adventurism .

I t  is necessary  to  ca ll o f f  the d e m o n s tra tio n  
The O pposition ought to  use a ll its  s treng th  to  ac 
complish th a t. We should be able to  knock on th  
doors o f  a ll the o rgan iza tions o f  the p a rty , behin 
whose back the dem onstration was announced. W  
m ust appeal to  the advanced elements o f the tra d  
unions. W e m ust spare no e f fo r t  to  exp la in  the er 
ro r  and the danger o f th is  new inven tion . We mus 
exp la in  to  C om m unist and re v o lu tio n a ry  w orkers  ir  
genera l th a t the f i r s t  requ is ite  fo r  a m ilita n t mas 
dem onstra tion  a t th e  summons o f the P a rty  is an in ­
fluence  o f  the P a rty  on the masses, gained from  
day to day by a clear, fa rs ig h te d  and co rrect po licy . 
The present p o licy  o f  the C om in te rn  is underm in ing  
and destroy ing  the in flu e n ce  w on by the October 
R evo lu tion , and in  the pe riod  o f the f i r s t  fo u r  Con-, - „  —  date fo r an insurrection In advance. Basing them- ------------, ... K__ _______

of tue social democracy means in the present eirc- selves; upon the whole experience of revolutions the grasses of the Comintern. We must change the po ll 
umstanoes. A fte r the experience of the wai and the Marxists demonstrated that it  is not only possible cy at bottom. We must begin by calling, o ff the Au 
defeat of German m ilitarism , after Öle revolutionary but riesessar-y. Following; Stalin and Zinoviev, Brand* gust F irst - demonstration.
uprising and 'efeats of- the proletariat, ler and Maslov laughed .at the idea of setting: the The Opposition w ill under no conditions permi

' t S t  ° a* a« mmiiapction, thereb' ahmsiing that unon its e lfto  be, out o ff. f  i?om the masses and above »1
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raggi» m a  m i l i  » A n  » «B, ina».

The New Progressive Movement
By A rne Swabeck m ethods o f  the le f t  w ing .

The C, P. L . A . in  its  o rg an iz ing  conference, 
made an a tta ck  upon the Com munists. T h is  was done

or industrialist position were storing up disasters 
f o r  th e  fu tu re .  The ph ilosophy Of the  I .  W . W „  w h ich  
St. John d id  so much to  shape, was too s im ple fo r  
the com plex s itu a tio n  b ro u g h t about b y  the  e n try  
o f  the U n ite d  States in to  the  W o rld  W a r. The g rea t 
sacrifices and hero ic deeds o f  its  members were u n ­
a v a ilin g  aga inst th is  handicap and w ere g re a tly  dis-i l l d u »  C * l i  u y v i *  W i*w  -----------  - -  — ---------------O  ■=>------- • ’  —  -----

r  n ference fo r  Progressive L a b o r A c tio n  p a r t ly  to  preserve th e ir  ow n appearance o f respect- counted by  it .  The s p ir it  o f the  I .  W . W . died in  the 
The oo  emerged as a d e fin ite  trade  un ion  a M ity>  b u t m ajn )y  to  s o lid ify  th e  in flu e n ce  o f th e ir  w a r, and n o t the least o f the  signs o f  th is  trag e d y

tM uste  G roup) , bo ra te p rog ram  and a proposed Qwn re fo rm jst pos ition . To the w orkers, however, the was the  loss o f fa ith  o f p ra c tic a lly  the e n tire  body
___and ind iv id u a ls . one th in g  m ust rem a in  decisive th a t  any g roup  p ro - o f  the  o ld  g u a rd  w hich had made its  h is to ry  and its„ppo s ito n  w i j  an e.am nare p j  ind iv iduaU ,  

m em bership basis <» g r  £  contain

‘ "  as fo r  in s ta n ce : elusion o f  the C om m unists w i l l  n e ith e r be able no r
w o rth  n ’ social insurance. . . have the s ligh test in te n tio n  o f  a c tu a lly  lead ing  the

Deman o rean i zat io n  o f  in d u s tr ia l un ions m  w o rke rs  in  revo l t  aga inst the re a c tio n a ry  polic ies o f
.  . 0 „ .v ith  aggressive f ig h t  on the  p icke t the A  F  o f  L  bureaucracy, m uch less aga inst A m e-
basic in d u - . ---------- „-e courts  to  issue m - r j can im peria lism . T h e ir  a im  is, ra th e r, to  keep a ll

such deve loping m ovements w ith in  “ safe, lega l”  chan­
nels and p re ve n t the a c tu a l and necessary re vo lt. 

L E F T  W IN G  T A C T IC S
Y e t i t  w ou ld  be e n t ire ly  to  n a rro w  and u n -M a rx ­

ian  a v iew  to  id e n t ify  the progressive m ovem ent w hich

basic m ausuieo -■»= courts to  issue i

S c t i l n T t U r 6 attem pts to  cripp le  M o n is m .

i t  h“ p“  S b W .  t — *  » 1  tab«, “ -“r “ »1" “ '
To urge independent labor party action.
Support of the struggle for the six howr a y. 1Bn B vlt)w w  luoul<li., Lllc „ .......
Opposition to expulsions from trade union this pel.i6(j  will develop merely by these aspiring lea-

political beliefs. the wealth they ders- f en thou»h they may be the very ones instrU-

o f the C. P. L . A . contains po in ts  posing to  organ ize a progressive m ovem ent to  the e x - g lo ry . St. John was am ong them . S p ir itu a l death is 
The p rogram  o . s , .  n A M m im U n  w il l  n e ith e r ho able no r the re a l death o f revo lu tiona ries .

To the g rea t loss o f the w o rke rs ' cause, St. John, 
and w ith  h im  the g re a t m a jo r ity  o f  the  lead ing  m il­
ita n ts  o f the I .  W. W ,, fa ile d  to  make the theo re tica l 
and ta c tica l ad jus tm en ts  n e ce ss ita te d  by  the ex­
perience o f  the W orld  W a r and th e  R ussian R evo lu­
tio n . T h e ir  lim ite d  in d u s tr ia lis t concepts rem ained 
unchanged. Com munism , especially its  A m erican  re ­
p resen ta tive , impressed them  u n fa vo ra b ly  and th e y  
could- n o t sw im  w ith  th e  c u rre n t o f the  new  move­
m ent. The enormous e rro rs , pretnim ptiousness and 
tactlessness o f the  P a rty  leadership are p a r t ly  res­
ponsib le  fo r  th>s ca lam itous s ta te  o f a ffa irs . A m e r­
ican Com munism  should have been a n a tu ra l g ro w th  
o u t o f the so il o f the p re -w a r movement- represented 
in  p a rt by  the I. W. W . The ea rly  years o f the P a rty  
w ere weakened and hampered by  th is  fa ilu re  and the 
I. W . W . movement, a lienated frb ih  Communism, 
los t its  o ld -tim e v ig o r and passed in to  an inevitab le  
degeneration and decline.

B u t despite the tragedy o f the a fte r-w a r years 
the e a rlie r w ork  o f the I. W . W . m ilita n ts  —  and St. 
John in  the f ro n t  ran k  —  re ta ins  a ll its  v a lid ity . 
They w ro te  much s ii the  tra d it io n  o f  the A m erican  
re vo lu tio n a ry  movem ent in  le tte rs  o f f i r e  th a t w i l l  
never be extinguished. The m odern m ovem ent o f 
Communism, w hich is the h e ir  to  th e ir  achievements, 
should va lue th is  tra d it io n  h ig h ly  and honor the me­
m ory  o f  the men who made i t .  Thè m em ory o f V in ­
cent St. John w il l  a lw ays be a treasure  to  the revo­
lu tio n a ry  w orkers o f  A m e rica  in  th e ir  a sp iring  s trùg -

“ • Z Z  r-hTss pressure upon th e  w o rke rs  m  tru s t i-  
5 : r t n d u s t i y  and r i  o n : expression o f  w o rk in g  class 
rad ica liza tio n  The a lm ost complete disapearanee o f 
«  organized le f t  w in g  has fa c ilita te d  the emergence 
I f  the  C P. L . A . a t th is  tim e. These are fa c ts  o f 
th e  g re a te s t  s ig n i f ic a n t .  They demand a tte n tio n  
and a co rrec t a tt itu d e  fro m  the Com munists.

In  in d u s try  everyw here the pressure upon the

in  un loosing  the forces o f  g re a t p o ten tia litie s . 
Such is th e  destiny o f  the new progressive m ovem ent: 
i t  m ust e ith e r tu rn  in to  m ore d e fin ite , m ore le ft ,  more 
re vo lu tio n a ry  channels and d iscard  its  re fo rm is t lea­
ders o r become m ere ly  a shield fo r  rea c tio n  and dis- 
apear in  a m erger w ith  it .

The O ffic ia l a tt itu d e  so fa r  taken b y  the “ new 
trade  un ion  lin e ”  o f  the P a rty  in  re fu s in g  to  reco­
gnize the forces these elements represent and the 
com ing  m ovem ent they express in  its  f i r s t  stage, in  
s im p ly  lu m p ing  them  a i l  w ith  the A . F . o f  L . bu reau­
crats in  one hodge podge, has no th ing  to  do w ith  
C om m unist tac tics . The present m om ent calls fo r  the  
u n ite d  f r o n t  ta c tic  w ith  an independent p o lic y  and 
m erciless exposure o f  the  re fo rm is ts , fa ke rs  and be­
tra ye rs  ; a constant pressure to  make the present g ran -JLn industry evci)"«viv -— Q i in —•> —>-------------------------------------------- — r.v.v..v e.«..

■workers is increasing. M ore speed-up, m ore maem n- P iously proclaim ed p rogram  a p rog ram  o f  rea litie s , car 
e rv  m ore u n c e rta in ity  o f  em ploym ent. The present rje d  ¡n to  j j f e j n t be m ovem ent; constan t pressure fo r  
fa i-n t eropings o f  the w orkers  fo r  a w ay o u t w il l ,  in  m ore d e fin ite  le f t  w in g  and re v o lu tio n a ry  policies, 
th e  course o f its  n a tu ra l process, tu rn  m to  m ore dte- j n th is  process the re fo rm is t leaders w i l l  be d iscard- g e * or *he w o rke rs ’ w o rld
f in i te  channels. The unorgan ized, unsk illed  and semi- e(j and the le f t  w in g  w i l l  p rove its  w o rth  as the on ly  
sk illed  w orkers in  the basic industries , w ho here and f 01.ce able to  b r in g  these po lic ies to  th e ir  co rrec t con- 
the re  begin to  s tir ,  are becom m ing ready m a te r ia l c]usjon.
fo r  o rgan iza tion . Those in  the  un ions w i l l  be com- ,

F o r those who knew “ The S a in t”  as a man and 
fr ie n d  his u n tim e ly  death b rings  a deep and po ignant 
g r ie f. He was a most adm irab le  pe rso n a lity  —  brave 
and resolute, loya l and honest. He was a g ifte d  
and in s p ir in g  leader ahd o rgan ize r w ho gave h im self, 
th ro u g h o u t the years o f  you th  and manhood p rim e, 
u n t ir in g ly  and u nsparing ly  to  the w o rke rs ’ cause. 
A n d  w ith  the highest executive qua litie s  he combined 
the ra re  g i f t  o f fr ien d sh ip , o f  w a rm ly  hum an con­
s ide ra tion  and concern fo r  others, o f  lo y a lty  in  pe r­
sonal re la tions , w h ich bound men to  h im  in  l i fe ­
long  a ffe c tio n . Those who were so bound to  h im , who 
knew  the w a rm th  o f  his handclasp, enshrine his 
m em ory in  th e ir  hearts  along w ith  the best me­
m ories o f the great cause fo r  w h ich  we live  and 
strive .

H a il and fa re w e ll, Soldier, M an and F rie n d !

The death o f V in ce n t St. John a t San Francisco 
m arks the passing o f ano ther o f the g rea t fig u re s  
o f  the A m erican  re v o lu tio n a ry  m ovem ent whose 
deeds helped to  make its  t ra d it io n  and whose names 
w il l  n o t be fo rg o tte n . „T h e  S a in t” , as he was know n, 
b y  those w ho knew  and loved h im , died a t the age 
o f 56 a fte r  a long illness com plicated by  h igh  blood 
pressure. He w il l  be s incere ly  m ourned by thousands 
whose lives were in flu e n ced  by h im , p a rt ic u la r ly  by 
those who belonged to  the old gua rd  o f the I. W . W. 
in  its  bravest days when he was its  m ov ing  s p ir it  and 
g u id in g  in te lligence .

V incen t St. John, lik e  H ayw ood and F ra n k  
L it t le ,  was tra ined  in  the hard school o f the W estern 
Federa tion  o f M iners, th a t m odel labo r un ion whose 
m ig h ty  s trugg les th re w  th e ir  shadow across the w o rld  
in  the la tte r  years o f  the N ine teen th  C e n tu ry  and the 
f i r s t  years o f  the T w en tie th . A  m eta l m ine r by trade , 
he jo in e d  the W estern  F edera tion  in  1894, and be-

pelled to  seek new policies, new m etnoa. , wm cn 
go beyond the obsolete c ra f t  b a rrie rs  and challenge
reactioh.

NEW  SPIRIT IN  OLD UNIONS
Simultaneously the  reac tiona ry

becom ing

S o re  dom inant. A c tu a lly  to  preven t

the unorgan ized is n ° w , theJ "® ™ he °A  F  o f L . and 
flunkeys. Y e t to  conclude th a t the ^  *  w ouk l

p o ss ib ility  o f

a certain grow th . The low e r fu n c tio n a rie s  who are 
closer to  the ra n k  and f i le  and more sub ject to  its  
pressure w il l  fee l themselves compelled to  move fo i 
expansion. The Chicago Federa tion  o f L abor is a case 

in  po in t.
K ecen tlv  bv reso lu tion  a com m ittee was esta­

b lished to  ear‘r y  on o rgan iza tion  to  fu r th e r  increase 
the un ion  ranks. W h ile  th is  com m ittee is composed o f 
paid o ff ic ia ls  fro m  the a f f i l ia te d  loca l unions b r in g ­
in g  w ith ' them  a ll the  conservative c ra f t  p re jud ices, 
the action itse lf, is nevertheless a response to  p ies- 
sure o f conditions. L a te ly  also on severa occasions 
a lm ost unanim ous sen tim ent fo r  the b u ild in g  o f  a 
la b o r p a rty  and d iscard ing  the A . F . o f L . tim e  w orn  
p o lit ic a l p o licy  has been voiced a t m eetings m  qu ite
m ilita n t  term s. .

O ur lim ite d  experiences have a lready qu ite  c lea r­
ly  established the fa c t  th a t the bu id in g  o f new unions 
in  basic industries is cond itioned upon the w ag ing  o f 
th e  m ost m ilita n t s trugg le  and fa c in g  the most fe ro ­
cious persecutions. Th is  is v iv d ly  b rough t ou t in  the 
Southern te x tile  m ills . W ou ld  i t  then  be reasonable 
to  expect th a t the w orkers  who become ready fo r  o r- 
gan iza ton  w ill in  mass num bers e n tire ly  discard the 
ex is tin g  unions w h ich  have a tra d it io n  beh ind them? 
H a rd ly . On the Pennsylvan ia  ra ilro a d , fo r  instance, 
th e  unions are now —  in  agreem ent w ith  the  bosses 
—  o rgan iz ing  the shop c ra fts .

S ure iy  in  the present ob jec tive  cond itions there

came one o f the most m ilita n t f ig h te rs  in  its  ranks 
and an in f lu e n tia l voice in  its  councils; Despite his 
modesty o f d isposition, his freedom  fro m  personal 
am b itio n  and his lack o f the art.s o f  se lf-agg rand iz­
ement, his w o rk  spoke lo u d ly  and b rough t h im  w ide ­
spread fam e. H is s t ir r in g  deeds as a p ioneer o rgan izer 
became legends o f  the movem ent and rem ain  such 
today. U n t 'i 1907 he was a m em ber o f the executive 
board o f the W. F. M. and in  th a t s tra teg ic  position  
became the leader o f  the le f t  w in g  in  the loom ing 
s trugg le  between conservative and re vo lu tio n a ry  
unionism  w h ich  centered a round the question o f a f­
f i l ia t io n  to  the I. W . W . w h ich  the W estern  Fede­
ra tio n  had p layed a m a jo r  p a rt in  fo u n d in g  in  1905.

A t  the second convention o f the I. W . W . in  1906 
St. John headed the re vo lu tio n a ry  synd ica lis t g roup  
w hich combined w ith  the S. L . P. elements to  oust 
Sherm an, a conservative, as President and establish 
a new a d m in is tra tio n  in  the o rgan iza tion  w ith  a re ­
vo lu tio n a ry  po licy . He became the genera l o rgan izer 
under the  new a d m in is tra tio n , b rea k in g  w ith  the W . 
F . M. on the w ith d ra w a l o f  the la tte r  body, and g iv in g

are m any favo ra b le  possib ilities fo i  the g io w th  and ^  w ko je a] ieg jance to  the I. W . W . He presided a t 
developm ent o f a b road  progressive m ovem ent. l o  thg 190g convention  w h ich  saw the s p lit w ith  the 
deny th is  is tan tam o u n t to  denying  the p iesen egin g ^  p_ and ^  ei i m i na tion  o f  the “ p o lit ic a l clause”  » i;,,.,,,,.« ,
n in g  o f rad ica liza tio n  o f the  workers» w  ic  , a g  f rom  pream ble. St. John was the leader o f the  s p lit t in g  game o f  the S ta lin is ts  a t the expense o f the
not yet of large ra m ifica tio n s , w i l l  ever m ore express p ro ie^a r jan ^D ire c t A c t io n ”  fo rces w hich defeated G astonia defendants.
its e lf  bo th  among the unorgan ized w o rke rs  in  basic ^  “ p o lit ic a l"  w in g  o f De Leon. T h e re a fte r he served

Gastonia in Danger
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m ovem ent o f  defense to  the exclusion o f a ll o ther 
w o rk in g  class forces. Instead o f s o lid a r ity  they 
showed dissension: instead o f  u n it in g  the  m ovem ent, 
th e y  d iv ided it .  The mass m ovem ent arose in  sp ite  
o f them. The m om entum  o f the movem ent swept over 
these t r i f le r s  and succeeded in  becoming a power 
despite these reac tiona ry  leaders. The po licy  o f  in ­
te rn a tio n a l L a b o r Defense in  those days b ro u g h t i t  
the  support o f hundreds o f thousands o f  workers, 
increased its  p restige, and called in to  existence the 
la rges t mass movem ent the co u n try  has ever seen 
since the strongest days o f  the M ooney f ig h t.

G rave consequences w il l  be reaped b y  the defense 
unless th is  po licy  is adopted by the  C om m unists and 
the I .  L . D . in  the Gastonia f ig h t .  U p to  now , the 
defense w o rk  and a g ita tio n  has been conducted on a 
most na rrow  and irresponsib le  scale. The un ited  f r o n t  
has been sunk w ith o u t a trace. Instead o f w e lcom ing 
outside support, the P a r ty  has repulsed it .  Instead 
o f in v it in g  un ited  a id, the P a rty  has p re fe rre d  to 
proceed alone in  its  “ pu re ”  u lt ra - “ L e f t ”  madness 
The G astonia “ u n ity ”  conferences o f the I .  L . D . have 
been organized on the most lim ite d  basis conceivable. 
In  Chicago, the fr ivo lo u s  S ta lin is t dabblers refused 
to  seat the delegates o f  the C om m unist League ( O p­
position  a t the defense conference because —  they 
are “ coun te r-revo lu tionaries ” . W e denounce th is  as 
a c rim in a l a ttem pt to  c a rry  on the fa c tio n a lly  co rrup t

in d u s try  and am ong those in  the trade  unions. On 
the  whole, the  ideo logy o f the A m erican  w orkers  is 
y e t the one incu lca ted  b y  cap ita lism . To, expect th a t 
th e y  should at once te a r themselves loose fro m  a ll 
ca p ita lis t in fluences and com p le te ly  accept com m unist 
leadership w i l l  be a mere expecta tion  hav ing  no fo u nd ­
a tion  in  facts. To pursue a po licy  based on the  sup­
pos ition  th a t these w o rk in g  masses are w a it in g  fo r  
th e  Com m unists to  assume the d irec t lead —  w hich 
the  P a rty  endeavors to  establish by m echanical mea- 
Bures —  w ith o u t tra v e lin g  the road o f in te rm e d ia ry  
steps, can on ly  lead to  disaster and iso lation.

B E G IN N IN G  OF R E V O L T  
The signs in d ic a tin g  the present tre n d  o f the 

w orkers, even in c lu d in g  the fo rm a tio n  o f the  C. P. L. 
A ., show the beg inn ing  o f  re vo lt aga inst the g ro w ing  
rea c tio n  o f  the o ffic ia ld o m . A d e fin ite  class ideo logy 
by n 0 means exists as ye t. O ur task is s t i l l  the  one o f 
¡Struggling fo r  a class m ovem ent o f  the  A m erican  
w orkers . T is  o f  course presupposes th e  com pact o r­
g a n iza tion  o f  a le f t  w in g  capable o f  developing and 
b ro a d in g  -its in fluence  in  the  course o f  s trugg le , ex­
posing the! re fo rm is ts  asp irin« ' +* . - J  r a w .

as General S ecretary o f  the I. W . W . u n t il 1914, and 
undoub ted ly  d id  m ore than  anyone to  shape its  
course and prepare the g round fo r  its  la te r  develop­
m ent under the active  leadership o f Haywood.

He w ith d re w  fro m  a c t iv ity  on leav ing  the o ffice  
o f General S ecre tary and engaged in  a m in in g  en­
te rp rise , doubtless w ith  the illu s o ry  hope o f s q u ir ­
in g  a fo rtu n e  to  help finance  the o rgan iza tion  o f  the 
workers. Despite h is re tire m e n t a t the period, fe a r  o f 
his ab ilitie s  and the prospect o f his re tu rn  to  thé o f­
fice  vacated by the im p risonm ent o f H aywood d ic­
ta ted  his own a rrest and subsequent conv ic tion  w ith  
the Chicago group o f I. W . W . w a rtim e  prisoners. He 
served tw o  and a h a lf  years a t Leavenw orth  before 
com m uta tion  b ro u g h t his release.

From  his e a rlie r concepts o f re v o lu tio n a ry  so­
c ia lism  St. John, in  re vo lt aga inst the  pa rliam e n ta ry  
re fo rm ism  o f  the  S ocia lis t P a r ty  and the sectarian, 
u lt ra - le g a l concepts o f  the S ocia lis t L abor P a rty , 
developed a long  the  lin e  o f  re v o lu tio n a ry  synd ica lism , 
the  pa th  taken  b y  m any o f  the  best p ro le ta r ia n  f ig h t ­
ers o f  the  period. In  m any respects th is  represented 
a  -«*-* n a r l i a m e n t a r y — v "

There is not the ¿lightest reason why the Left 
wing cannot arouse a broad inclusive movement fo-r 
the defense of Gastonia on the same scale as the 
movement we set into motion in defense of Sacco 
and Vanzetti. There is not the slightest reason why 
the unity for support and defense of the Passaic 
strike cannot be repeated in the case of Gastonia.

Gastonia is in danger! The labor movement in 
the South has the knife to its throat. Every worker 
must answer. The banner of unity, not the flag of 
sectarian isolation, and partisan primacy, can become 
the standard that w ill rally every honest eljment in 
the working class to the stirring appeal of Gastonia,

Tempus Fugit
“ The leader o f the  Canadian C om m unist P a i.y , 

u n fo r tu n a te ly , used to  be an ex-cotnrade b y  the  name 
o f  Spector.”  —  Jay Lovestone, The  C orqunist, Janu- 
a ry -F e b ru a ry , 1929.

Tem pus fu g i t l  The lea  ^m e flean . Come
t *  fee

VINCENT ST JOHN

To urge the  workers 10 “
reate and to strike for their right as of oid. 

Unquestionably this program and its
. « . I « * «


