










wrapped around him. Explosives were
placed on his head and body. He
had a shape-charge against his body,
then it was detonated. There was noth

ing left of him." The crucifixion had
been ordered by a company com
mander of the Third Marine Division.

Other veterans reported the regular
use of field telephones in the electrical
torture of prisoners.

The attitude of many soldiers was
described in the December 2 New York

Times:

"A veteran identified as Charles

David Locke, who returned from Viet
nam in July, said that '"Remember
Mylai" was written on 90 per cent of
the helmets' in the battalion of First

Lieutenant William L. Calley Jr. . . .
"Mr. Locke said the soldiers wore

this slogan to remind themselves that
'either you do what the brass tells
you and you get into trouble, or you
don't do what they tell you and get
into trouble.'"

With good reason, the veterans
stated at the conclusion of the hear

ings that war crimes are 'logical con
sequences of our war policies." The
veterans thus raised a question that
has recently been raised in a book
by Telford Taylor.

Taylor, now a professor of law at
Columbia University, was chief coun
sel for the prosecution at the Nurem
berg trials of Nazi war criminals. His
book, Nuremberg and Vietnam: An
American Tragedy, attempts to fix the
legal responsibility for atrocities like
My Lai. In doing so, he bases himself
on precedents established by the Unit
ed States government itself.

Chief among these is the case of the
Japanese general Tomayuki Yama-
shita, who was executed, not for order
ing or participating in war crimes, but
"for failure properly to control the
conduct of Japanese troops under his
command."

Yamashita was condemned even

though he was cut off from communi
cation with his troops during part of
the time his subordinates were com

mitting war crimes. What defense, then,
could American officers have for the

U.S. atrocities in Vietnam? Taylor
says of the My Lai trials:

". . . the defense of superior orders
does not eliminate criminal responsi
bility but rather shifts it upward, and
that is the direction in which an ordi
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nary court-martial will be least anx
ious to look.

"Whatever the limits and standards

of culpability for civilians in Wash
ington, the proximity and immediate
authority of the military commanders
ties the burden of responsibility much
more tightly to their shoulders. From
General Westmoreland down they were
constantly in Vietnam, and splen
didly equipped with helicopters and
other aircraft, which gave them a de
gree of mobility unprecedented in ear
lier wars, and consequently endowed
them with every opportunity to keep
the course of the fighting and its con
sequences under close and constant
observation."(Emphasis added.)

The real war criminals have not

and will not be placed on trial by
the Nixon administration. As the hear

ings of the National Veterans Inquiry
demonstrated, war crimes are a delib
erate and inevitable consequence of the
U. S. aggression in Vietnam. The re
sponsibility for them therefore rests
with Nixon himself, and Johnson and
Kennedy before him.

When Taylor stops his search for
the ultimate responsibility at the level
of the top military commanders, it
must cause many of his readers to
wonder if, had Hitler been captured
alive, Taylor would have excluded
him from the dock at Nuremberg.

10,000 Demonstrate in San Francisco
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Californians Protest Ky's Visit

NGUYEN CAO KY: Played leading role
in San Francisco puppet show during U.S.
visit. Saigon dictator used tour to boost
his presidential aspirations.

Saigon's "vice-president," Nguyen
Cao Ky, was greeted by antiwar dem
onstrations in San Francisco and Los

Angeles, California, December 1 and
2.

In San Francisco, 10,000 demon
strators outside the Fairmont Hotel,
where Ky was speaking, chanted:
"Well, well, what do you know? The
Fairmont's having a puppet show."

Participants in this December 1 ac
tion came from all over northern Cal

ifornia. Students at many universities
organized car pools to get to the dem
onstration.

Police forces were mobilized in large
numbers to protect Ky. They contin
ually tried to provoke a confrontation
with the peaceful demonstrators, twen
ty-nine of whom were arrested.

The demonstration was sponsored
by the Downtown Peace Coalition, Stu
dent Mobilization Committee, Nation
al Coalition Against War, Racism and
Repression, Socialist Workers party,
Young Socialist Alliance, Americans
for Democratic Action, and the Cali
fornia Democratic Council.

On December 2, between 800 and
1,000 persons in Los Angeles dem
onstrated in a pouring rain against
Ky's visit to that city. The Los An
geles protest was organized by the
Out Now Coalition and the Asian

Americans for Peace. The Chicano

Moratorium also had a contingent at
the demonstration.
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Iran

Shah Demands Death for Fateh Supporters
By Javad Sadeeg

A group of Iranians who set out
last year to join the Palestinian resis
tance organization Fateh, and were
arrested while crossing the Iran-Iraq
border, are still in Iranian prisons.
Some are being brought to trial before
a secret military court where the pros
ecutor is asking the death penalty for
five of the defendants, according to the
November issue of Khabar Nameh,
the newsletter of Jebhe Melli Sevvom

[National Front, the Third1], pub
lished in Europe.

The shah's regime is carrying out
the whole operation in great secrecy.
There was no mention in the censored

Iranian press of the existence of these
prisoners until Abdol-Ali Raheem-
Khani, a high-school student and the
brother of one of the accused, along
with two others, hijacked a Boeing
727 of the National Iranian Airlines

to Baghdad on October 10.
The Teheran daily, Keyhan, report

ed in its airmail edition of October

11 that after the plane landed in the
Iraqi capital, the hijackers demanded
that the Iranian government release
twenty-one of the political prisoners
within thirty-two hours. The only
name that Keyhan reported was that
of Jazani, who, it said, was given a
fifteen-year term two years ago.2

The Iraqi authorities talked the hi
jackers out of pressing their demands,
and the rest of the passengers and the
crew were returned to Iran in the same

plane. The head steward received a
minor gunshot wound during the inci
dent.

The hijackers used pseudonyms and
SAVAK [the shah's secret police] be
gan a search for their true identities.

1. Jebhe Melli Sevvom is one of the two

opposition groups that adhere to the
movement begun by former Premier Mos
sadegh, who was overthrown in a CIA-
backed coup in 1953. The "Third" in the
title refers to a stage in the development
of Mossadegh's movement.

2. For background on the case of Bizhan
Jazani and his comrades, see Intercon
tinental Press, December 2 and 16, 1968',
January 13, 20, 27, and March 17 and
24, 1969.

December 14, 1970

After ten days they were able to name
Abdol-Ali Raheem-Khani as one of

the hijackers, and the papers reported
that he was the brother of one of the

twenty-one political prisoners whose
release had been demanded.

"The brother's name is Naser Ra

heem-Khani, formerly a law student
at the University of Teheran," Key
han reported October 22. "Apparently
he was captured last year when he was
illegally trying to cross the border
from Iran to Iraq with the intention
of joining the foreigners. He is now
in jail."

This verifies accounts that have ap
peared in the opposition press for the
last seven months, except that Keyhan
does not mention Fateh by name,
using instead the derogatory term "for
eigners." This indicates that the regime
is hiding something; otherwise, why
not say who these "foreigners" are?
The regime is concealing the fact that
it is persecuting supporters of the Pal
estinian resistance for fear of the public
revulsion this would produce in the
country.

The group of Fateh sympathizers
are only a small part of the growing
number of political prisoners under
the shah's dictatorship. The December
3 Christian Science Monitor, published
in Boston, reported:

"The Iranian Government has jailed
about 1,000 persons for political of
fenses this year and is torturing some
of them, a German lawyer charges.

"Dr. Hans Heinz Heldmann said in

a report published here [London] that
he had established the figure during
a recent investigation in Iran. He said
he was expelled after 10 days and that
his Iranian interpreter was arrested."

Dr. Heldmann made his investiga
tion on behalf of Amnesty Internation
al. The Christian Science Monitor

quoted him as saying:
"Political prisoners are regularly tor

tured in the prisons, with the exception
only of those few prisoners who are
too well known within or outside the

country. The families of the prisoners
are frequently exposed to psycholog
ical terror and economic pressure."

Khabar Nameh said Heldmann's

visit may have saved the life of one
of the defendants in the Fateh case,

Naser Kakhsar, a young judge who
has already lost one eye under torture
by SAVAK.

There are reportedly seventeen de
fendants in all in this case. Four of the

five for whom the death penalty is
being asked are known, the fifth has
not been identified. They are: Shok-
rollah Pak-Nejad, a graduate of the
law school of Teheran University;
Massoud Bathaii, a worker; Ahmad

Saboory, a student at the Teheran
University school of sciences; and
Naser Raheem-Khani.

Khabar Nameh reports that Hos-
sein Rezai, a representative of the
World Confederation of Iranian Stu

dents, was arrested when he returned

to Iran in an attempt to investigate
the conditions of political prisoners.
His whereabouts is not known.

A Boy Scout in Rhode Island was denied
promotion to the group's highest rank
November 12 because he is an atheist.
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Toward a Revolutionary Regroupment in Italy?

The Theses of the 'll Manifesto' Tendency
By Livio Maitan

II Manifesto's publication of the theses of the tendency
it represents has aroused a very lively interest in Italian
political circles. The magazine, which has been appear
ing for fifteen months, is a center of regroupment for
leaders and cadres who have broken from the Commu
nist party.

The speculations of the sensationalist press and the
bourgeoisie's natural desire to exploit this split in order
to weaken the PCI [Partito Comunista Italiano] have played
a role in this. But that does not diminish the intrinsic

importance of the initiative the editors of the magazine
have taken, which has already had very wide repercus
sions within the various "splinter groups" of the revolu
tionary left.

The launching of the operation was unquestionably
well timed. The Maoist groups are in continual crisis,
seriously reducing their ability to engage in effective ac
tion. The spontaneists have also suffered setbacks and
many of them are questioning the basis of their concep
tions. A considerable number of far left militants are

reflecting on the lessons of 1969. Above all, they are
pondering the reasons why a very powerful mass move
ment, in which the revolutionary left played an impor
tant role on several occasions, did not produce any po
litical results — and why it did not cause a dislocation of
the traditional apparatuses, which were considerably weak
ened from several standpoints.

The il Manifesto group grasped the situation and fig
ured that there were possibilities which it could exploit.
It broke with the hesitations that characterized its atti

tude for a whole period and took the initiative by for
mulating these theses in hope of functioning as a catalyst.

The analytical starting point of the theses is indisput
able—that is, that the objective situation in Italy requires
the formation of a revolutionary party and that subjec
tive forces have existed for some years, not only in the
student movement but in the working-class vanguard,
that could make a start in accomplishing this task.

It is also indisputable that the PCI and the unions
retain their predominant influence and that "without a
fruitful crisis in the majority organization of the work
ing class it will be impossible to construct a new rev
olutionary force capable of leading the movement and
testing an adequate strategy."

// Manifesto's bid, in which the publication of its theses
is only the first step, is aimed precisely at regrouping
the forces of the revolutionary left, which have been frag
mented up to now, and drawing groups of critical cadres
and activists out of the PCI and the PSIUP [Partito Socia-
lista Italiano d'Unita Proletaria—Italian Socialist party
of Proletarian Unity, a left Social Democratic formation
in the orbit of the PCI].

In this way, the il Manifesto tendency hopes to create
an organization capable of serving as a pole of attrac
tion and taking political initiatives both nationally and
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in various sectors, thereby opening up widening breaches
in the control of the big apparatuses.

The theses call on the revolutionary left groups and all
those who recognize the necessity for a deep-going re
newal of the workers movement to develop a common
debate "without sectarianism or narrow tactical considera

tions," a debate which would not be limited to theoreti
cal confrontation alone but would involve testing the
oretical positions in action.

Such a debate could have two different outcomes: (1)
the creation of "an initial common organizational struc
ture" uniting all the forces that accept the same strategic
line; (2) the continuation of discussion and unity in ac
tion "not only on specific points or defensive issues, but
also on platforms promoting strategic unification."

After all the ravages of sectarianism, we would be the
last to minimize the merits of such language. There is
a real need for a political and theoretical confrontation
in which debate would not be replaced by an exchange
of epithets and insults, and every possibility of unity
in action corresponding to a real necessity would be
sought. This is why the Italian section of the Fourth In
ternational has decided to accept the invitation offered
it by the editors of il Manifesto to join in this confron
tation.

But what conceptions and orientations does il Mani
festo propose in its 200 theses? It is obviously impos
sible either to summarize these theses or analyze them
in the limits of a single article. I will try, then, to establish
a few fundamental points.

// Manifesto's analysis of the world situation revolves
around two axes — condemnation of the Soviet leader

ship and adherence to the Chinese cultural revolution.
More specifically, their analysis claims that the Soviet
Union has switched camps, that its social nature has
changed, and that "the Chinese revolution represents the
only alternative to the crisis of Soviet strategy and the
Communist movement, the international reference point
for the revolutionary forces throughout the world."

It is worth pointing out that, insofar as we can tell from
the theses, il Manifesto accepts none of the many con
ceptions of capitalist restoration in the USSR that have
circulated up till now. But while outlining the well-known
arguments that others have advanced, il Manifesto sought
to add an "original" interpretation. The restoration of
capitalism in the Soviet Union, according to the theses,
is developing as the result of "annexation to the impe
rialist world market," of the "massive extension of trade,"

and a "substantial homogeneity in the type of develop
ment and level of productivity."

The least to be said about such a line of argument
is that it is downright ludicrous to think that trade, which
is so low even in absolute terms, could have had con

sequences of such importance. At best the il Manifesto
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