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by OSbOrNe hArt
NEW YORK — “Malcolm X was 

one of the most notable political and 
revolutionary personalities of the 
20th century,” Alejandro Castillo, 
speaking on behalf of Anayansi 
Rodriguez, Cuba’s ambassador to the 
United Nations, told a crowd of over 
200 people Feb. 21 at the Schomburg 
Center for Research in Black Culture 
in Harlem. The meeting marked 
52 years since the revolutionary 
Black leader was assassinated in the 
Audubon Ballroom. 

“The way he developed his political 
thinking, particularly during the last 
years of his life,” Castillo said, “led 
him to understand that the popular 
revolution that succeeded in the small 
neighboring island of Cuba in 1959 
also represented the ideals he was 
fighting for.”

Others who spoke included profes-
sor and activist Johanna Fernández, 
who moderated the meeting; William 
Sales, author of From Civil Rights 
to Black Liberation: Malcolm X and 
the Organization of Afro-American 

by berNIe SeNter
ANAHEIM, Calif. — Three hun-

dred people took to the streets here 
Feb. 22 after a confrontation the day 
before between 13-year-old Christian 
Dorscht and off-duty Los Angeles cop 
Kevin Ferguson. Videos taken on the 
scene and widely circulated online 
show Ferguson grab Dorscht by the 
neck, drag him across lawns and over 
a hedge, and, when confronted by oth-
er young people, take out his gun and 
fire a shot. 

Young people have continued to 
demonstrate since, demanding the 
cop be prosecuted. Dennis Richter, 
Socialist Workers Party candidate 
for mayor of Los Angeles, and other 
SWP members have built and joined 
the actions.

“Let go of me, I’m only like 13,” 
Dorscht says as he is dragged. Other 
youth on the scene say the adult never 
identified himself as a cop. After some 
schoolmates try to get him away, the 
cop pulls a concealed gun from his 
waistband and fires a shot into the 
ground. Dorscht and a 15-year-old 

by betSey StONe 
AND NOrtON SANDler

SAN JOSE, Calif. — “We should 
have been notified. We should have 
been evacuated sooner. It would have 
prevented a lot of damage,” Carmen 
Grota told members of the Socialist 
Workers Party visiting the working-
class area of San Jose that flooded Feb. 
20 when the Coyote Creek poured 
over its banks. 

Up and down the streets in this 
largely Latino and Asian neighbor-

hood were piles of destroyed furni-
ture, toys and other ruined belong-
ings.

What the politicians and bourgeois 
press insist — as they wring their 
hands at their supposed powerlessness 
— is that the social tragedy caused by 
the massive rainfall and flooding in 
California is the unfortunate but un-
avoidable result of natural causes. But 
the disaster for working people here 
is a product of sharp inequalities that 

by jIM brADley
“In the name of tough fiscal targets, 

people who might otherwise survive 
are dying,” Michalis Giannakos, 
leader of the Panhellenic Federation 
of Public Hospital Employees union, 
told the Guardian Jan. 1. “Our hospi-
tals have become danger zones.”

Working people in Greece face ris-
Continued on page 4

Greek workers 
in gunsight of 
IMF, EU rulers  
as crisis deepens

by NAOMI CrAINe
A draft opinion by the Federal 

Elections Commission denying the 
Socialist Workers Party exemption 
from disclosing the names of its cam-
paign contributors “has lost sight of 
the governing First Amendment prin-
ciple: that ‘[t]he Constitution protects 

against the compelled disclosure of 
political associations and beliefs,’” 
the SWP’s attorneys wrote Feb. 16. 
That’s what the Supreme Court said 
in 1974, when the SWP first won ex-
emption from the disclosure laws. 
The proposed decision “rests upon an 

Continued on page 5

by Seth gAlINSky
President Donald Trump’s execu-

tive orders calling for increased de-
portations of immigrant workers 
are bumping into major roadblocks. 
This includes protests led by immi-
grant workers across the country, op-
position from workers debating the 
moves, as well as from the Mexican 
government and U.S. military and 

Water pours over Anderson Dam spillway in California Feb. 20, flooding Coyote Creek.

Continued on page 4

Socialist Workers Party 
says fight for amnesty

Trump attack on immigrant 
workers faces obstacles

by jOhN StUDer
NEW YORK — “The Socialist 

Workers Party demands amnesty for 
workers without papers and an end to 
government raids and deportations,” 
said Osborne Hart, the party’s can-
didate for mayor of New York, as he 
joined working-class protests across 
the city and at a Feb. 25 meeting pub-
licly launching his campaign. 

Continued on page 3Continued on page 3

Detroit News via AP/Todd McInturf

Feb. 16 “Day Without Immigrants” march in Detroit. More workers than ever oppose de-
portations, see rulers’ efforts to criminalize immigrants are aimed at dividing working class.
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France: Rallies condemn cop rape assault

Christophe Saidi/Sipa via AP Images

Hundreds of high school students in Paris walked out and blocked entrances 
to over a dozen schools Feb. 23, part of continuing protests against police abuse 
of 22-year-old Theo L. who was raped with a police baton three weeks earlier. 
The students marched to the Place de la Nation in eastern Paris to rally, above. 
Police helicopters hovered overhead, dropping tear gas on the protesters. 

Theo, a Black man whose full name has not been publicly released, was 
first ordered to show his ID and then assaulted by cops in the Parisian sub-
urb of Aulnay-sous-Bois. The incident, part of which was caught on CCTV, 
has sparked protests in suburbs across France. The police inflicted such severe 
wounds to Theo’s rectum that he required major emergency surgery. With in-
juries also to his head, he remains in a hospital and was declared incapacitated 
for 60 days. 

The attack shined a spotlight on the abysmal living and working conditions 
confronting workers in these suburban towns, including many immigrants of 
African origin. Official unemployment rates are 27 percent compared to 10 
percent for the rest of the country. 

An internal police review said Theo’s wounds, including a 2.5-inch tear in his 
anus, was “accidental.” But under pressure from the public outcry, one officer 
has been charged with rape and three others with aggravated assault. 

— brian williams

By JIM BRAdLEy
During the night of Feb. 25 up to 100 

headstones at the predominantly Jewish 
Mount Carmel Cemetery in Philadel-
phia were vandalized in an act of Jew-
hatred, part of a step up in anti-Semitic 
acts in the United States, Canada and 
elsewhere in the past few months. At 
the same time, there is an increase in 
threats and attacks on mosques and 
Muslims.  

On Feb. 27 dozens of volunteers 
showed up that morning in work gear 
ready to repair the damage. Among 
them were about two dozen young 
people from the local Ahmadiyya Mus-
lim Community. Two members of the 
Bricklayers and Allied Craftworkers 
Union, whose members include stone-
masons, joined in. 

“This was the most cowardly act you 
could imagine,” said union President 
Dennis Pagliotti.

A week earlier vandals overturned 
and damaged about 200 headstones at a 
Jewish cemetery in St. Louis. 

 “It’s hard to express how terrible 
it was. It was horrible,” Anita Feigen-
baum, executive director of the Chesed 
Shel Emeth Cemetery, told the St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch. Feigenbaum reported 
that there was a “tremendous outpour-
ing of support” from people who wanted 
to donate money and others volunteer-
ing to help clean up. 

On Feb. 20 bomb threats were called 
into Jewish community centers in 11 
cities. A similar round of threats was 
received in January. All told, there have 
been 90 anti-Semitic attacks or bomb 
threats at 73 Jewish community centers 

in 30 states and one Canadian province 
since the beginning of the year, reported 
the Wall Street Journal. 

“This is a horrific and disgusting act 
of vandalism which cannot be toler-
ated,” Imam Mufti Asif Umar of the Is-
lamic Foundation of Greater St. Louis, 
said in a statement released to the media. 
“We stand with our Jewish friends.” 

The Council on American-Islamic 
Relations, a prominent Muslim civ-
il-rights organization, has offered a 
$5,000 reward for information leading 
to conviction of those responsible for 
issuing the bomb threats. As of Feb. 
28 a Muslim-organized LaunchGood 
campaign with over 4,600 backers had 
raised $138,000 to help repair the dam-
aged Jewish cemeteries in St. Louis and 
Philadelphia.

In suburban Tampa, Florida, mosque 
officials were called out after 2 a.m. Feb. 
24 when authorities told them the Islam-
ic Society’s Daarus Salaam Mosque had 
been hit with an arson attack. 

“Whoever did this maybe intended to 
discourage us,” said mosque spokesper-
son Mazen Bondogji at a press confer-
ence later that morning. “But this makes 
us stronger than before, than ever, be-
cause of the huge amount of support and 
solidarity we are receiving.” 

 “This is no different than the wave 
of anti-Semitic attacks on Jewish com-
munity centers,” said Tampa Mayor 
Bob Buckhorn at a press conference 
condemning the attack on the mosque.

Jewish residents in a Toronto apart-
ment building discovered that their doors 
were vandalized with Nazi symbols and 
that their Mezuzahs (small ritual scrolls 

affixed to doorposts) were damaged or 
removed Feb. 20. “Like all acts of hatred 
and intolerance, these deliberate acts 
of hostility toward the Jewish commu-
nity are completely unacceptable,” said 
Adam Minsky, president and CEO of 
the United Jewish Appeal Federation of 
Greater Toronto. 

On Feb. 8, an outfit called the Canadi-
an National Independence party distrib-
uted flyers at the University of Western 
Ontario in the city of London accusing 
“Jewish terrorists” of shooting and kill-
ing six Muslim worshippers at a Quebec 
City mosque at the end of January and 
calling for “all Zionists in Canada to be 
tried as terrorists and all members put 

in jail.” 
In response to the anti-Semitic leaflet 

the university student council issued a 
strong statement of solidarity with the 
Jewish students. 

Early in the morning on Feb. 21 arson-
ists set fire to the Islamic Cultural As-
sociation of Kungalv and the mosque in 
Goteborg, Sweden, causing major dam-
age. A month before, in response to a 
series of arson attacks against mosques, 
more than 1,000 demonstrators marched 
by the parliament building in Stockholm 
in solidarity with Muslims. 

George Chalmers in Philadelphia con-
tributed to this article.
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Attack on immigrants faces obstacles
Continued from front page
police officials. 

The deportation of fellow workers 
is less popular than ever among workers 
in the United States — including among 
those who voted for Trump — who face 
the carnage from the worldwide capital-
ist economic crisis. Many know that the 
target of the raids and deportations is not 
just workers without papers — the mea-
sures are aimed at dividing the working 
class and pushing down all our wages 
and living conditions to benefit the prop-
ertied rulers.

New Department of Homeland 
Security guidelines open the door to 
broader raids and deportations. But 
Trump continues to say the focus will 
be on workers without papers who have 
been found guilty of crimes.

“We are removing gang members, 
drug dealers and criminals,” Trump said 
in his Feb. 28 speech to Congress. “Bad 
ones are going out as I speak tonight and 
as I have promised.” 

Before the session, Trump floated a 
trial balloon about a bipartisan plan for 
a “pathway” to legal status for undocu-
mented workers without criminal back-
grounds.  

It’s still to be seen what exact course 
the administration will end up pursuing. 
That is being fought out.

The DHS guidelines say that immi-
grants who illegally enter the U.S. — no 
matter what country they are from — 
will be returned to “the territory of the 
foreign contiguous country from which 
they arrive” — in other words Mexico 
— while they await court hearings.  

But the Mexican government says 
they’ll refuse to take them. “We told 
them that was impossible,” Mexico 
Interior Secretary Miguel Angel Osorio 
Chong, told the press Feb. 24. 

While Trump prides himself on being 
a tough negotiator, the Mexican govern-
ment has strong cards in its deck as well. 

New York Times columnist Eduardo 
Porter noted Feb. 22 the apprehensions 
of Mexican immigrants at the border are 
the lowest in 40 years. Because of high 
unemployment in the U.S. and tighter 
policing of the border, fewer Mexicans 
are coming to the U.S. than are return-
ing to Mexico. 

Last year the Mexican government de-

ported more than 143,000 Guatemalans, 
Hondurans and Salvadorans who at-
tempted to pass through Mexico to the 
U.S. In effect the “wall, as it were — is 
Mexico,” Porter said. 

If the capitalist government in Mexico 
stopped deporting Central Americans, 
it could double or triple the numbers 
reaching the U.S. 

Tens of thousands have marched 
across Mexico protesting the Trump 
administration’s threat to dump immi-
grants it deports into Mexico, regardless 
of where they come from. One banner in 
Mexico City read, “Gracias, Trump, for 
unifying Mexico.”  

The White House has also floated the 
possibility of sharply increasing tariffs 
on goods imported from Mexico. Some 
80 percent of Mexican exports — $21 
billion — go to the U.S. 

But that’s not a one-way street either. 
U.S. agribusiness exports $17.7 billion a 
year to Mexico, their third largest cus-
tomer, in products ranging from corn 
and wheat to corn syrup. Small farmers 
and agribusiness alike are worried that 
an increase in tensions between the two 
governments could hit them hard. 

Little enthusiasm from military, cops
There is little support among the mili-

tary brass for turning the armed forces 
into auxiliary immigration agents.

Homeland Security Secretary John 
Kelly went to Mexico City Feb. 23 
with Secretary of State Rex Tillerson 
for discussions with Mexican President 
Enrique Peña Nieto. “There will be no 
— repeat no — use of military force in 
immigration operations,” he said. 

The retired Marine Corps general 
also said “there will be no — repeat, no 
— mass deportations.” 

Instead, Kelly said, immigration 
agents would focus on “criminals,” es-
sentially the policy during the presiden-
cy of Barack Obama.

Many police chiefs have spoken out 
against their officers acting as immigra-
tion cops, fearing it would destroy im-
migrants willingness to talk to them. “I 
would rather have my officers focused 
on going after violent criminals and 
people breaking into homes than going 
after nannies and cooks,” Houston Chief 
Art Acevedo told the press.  

“Above all, working people need to 
overcome the efforts of the bosses and 
their government to divide immigrant 
and native-born and get us to fight 
among ourselves,” Hart said.

“The road forward is to unify the 
working class, to chart a course to take 
political power out of the hands of the 
propertied rulers,” he explained.

“And we demand an end to all im-
migration ‘tests’ that seek to bar people 
from entering the country because of 
their religion, nationality or political 
views,” Hart said. “Leaders of my par-
ty have faced the threat of deportation 
because of their political activity, and 
we’ve fought and won the right of every 
one of them to continue to do politics in 
the U.S.”

Hart joined protests against deporta-
tion raids in Elizabeth, New Jersey, and 
in Massapequa Park, Long Island, and 
an action in support of the Teamsters 
union organizing drive at Sims 
Recycling Center in Brooklyn.

Hart joined other party members in 
taking the SWP’s working-class cam-
paign to workers’ doorsteps and work-
places. He campaigned at the Hunts 
Point produce market and meatpack-
ing facility in the Bronx Feb. 23 from 
3 to 6 a.m., where many of the 8,000 
workers had joined the “Day Without 
Immigrants” a week earlier.

More than 50 workers gathered that 
morning, holding placards reading, “I 
am not a criminal,” and urging fellow 
workers to take off work. 

“What you did was similar to what 
happened in 2006, when hundreds of 
thousands of workers took off work on 
May Day, protesting government at-
tacks and raids against workers without 
papers,” Hart said. “We need to keep 

organizing, talking with other workers 
and building solidarity.”

Thirty-seven of the workers got cop-
ies of the Militant. And a number asked 
to set up a meeting to discuss what to do 
next with party members.

The protest in Elizabeth was held at 
the privately-run federal detention cen-
ter there, where immigrant workers 
in the area picked up by Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement agents are 
taken. “The government wants to give 
freer range to the bosses who run and 
profit from these centers,” Hart told par-
ticipants. “We’re against all the govern-
ment’s prisons. Stop the raids and de-
portations!”

“What is happening is not peculiar to 
the current president. Trump is not out 
to deport millions of immigrants,” Hart 
told those at the campaign-launch meet-
ing. “He is acting on what capital needs 
— cheap labor to weaken and divide 
the working class and maximize their 
wealth.  

“They pit workers against each other, 
using the tactic of divide and rule,” he 
said. “This fight is vital to building the 
union movement. And that’s central to 
being able to defeat growing attacks by 
the bosses

“But far from being terrorized, work-
ers — immigrant and non-immigrant — 
are responding in the streets,” Hart said. 
“And we find that as we knock on work-
ers doors across the city and beyond, 
they want to discuss what’s happening. 
And they are attracted to a party that 
looks at all politics from a class point of 
view.

“There are two classes and three 
parties, we explain,” he said. “The 
boss class has their Democrats and 
Republicans, and the workers have the 
Socialist Workers Party.”

For the first time in decades, the US rulers 
have begun to fear the working class
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Over 350 people jammed 
the city council chambers 
at a town meeting Jan. 10 
in Kingston, a town in ru-
ral New York, to debate 
whether cops there should 
ask people about their im-
migration status. Police 
Chief Egidio Tinti said 
they had a longstanding 
unwritten policy against 
asking people about their 
papers. The debate lasted 
three hours with dozens of 
speakers, speaking 3 to 1 in 
favor of making Kingston a 
sanctuary city. The council 
approved the policy 5-3. 

In his speech to 
Congress, Trump raised 
imposing new restrictions 
on legal immigration, as 
well as targeting workers 
without papers. He called 
for “switching away from 
this current system of 
lower-skilled immigration, and instead 
adopting a merit-based system.”  

Trump isn’t the only one to call for 
shifting immigration rules to favor ad-
mitting more “smart” people — tech 
whizzes, entrepreneurs and meritocrats, 
but he’s among the most brazen. Cutting 
working-class immigration, Trump 
says, will “raise workers’ wages and 
help struggling families — including 
immigrant families.”  

But growing numbers of workers re-
fuse to buy into pitting workers against 

each other no matter where they were 
born.

Jim George, 68, who lives in Perry, 
Iowa, home to a Tyson Foods meat-
packing plant, told the Washington Post 
Feb. 26 that though he voted for Trump, 
he doesn’t agree with deportations. 
“These are good folks,” he said. “This 
place would not be functioning with-
out the folks that have come in here.” 

The Post ran interviews with a 
number of workers in rural and small-
town Iowa who said the same thing.

SWP says, Fight for amnesty

Militant/Ellen Brickley

Osborne Hart, Socialist Workers Party candidate for N.Y. 
mayor, at Feb. 23 rally against deportations in Elizabeth, N.J.

Continued from front page
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Protests hit Calif. cop attack
Continued from front page

Puerto Rico: Students protest gov’t cuts, tuition rise

Thousands of students and campus workers marched in San Juan, Puer-
to Rico, Feb. 23 to protest government plans to cut the University of Puerto 
Rico budget by nearly one-third and impose steep hikes in tuition. Ricardo 
Rosselló, governor of the U.S. colony, instructed the university administra-
tion to come up with a plan for the cuts, in response to instructions from 
Washington’s Financial Oversight and Management Board for Puerto Rico. 

The board, appointed by then-President Barack Obama, has the power 
to dictate cuts in Puerto Rico’s budget and to override any decision of the 
Puerto Rican government in order to ensure payment of some $70 billion 
of debt to bondholders and hedge funds. 

The board also ordered a 10 percent cut in public pensions. 
“Thousands of people have already left our country for the United States, 

mostly youth, because of the bitter measures the government has imposed 
that have done nothing to solve the economic crisis,” Karla Sanabria, a stu-
dent at the university’s Río Piedras campus, told the Militant by phone Feb. 
24. “They’re making cuts in medical care, in payments to pensions funds, 
workers’ Christmas bonuses. Capital, colonialism is looting the country.” 

Fiscal Board Executive Director Ramón Ruiz threatened that if the colo-
nial government of the island doesn’t make deep enough cuts, the board 
will impose its own plan. Business Insider website reported Ruiz told them 
the board is not responsible for the consequences. 

—Seth GalinSky

UNITED KINGDOM
Manchester
100 Years Since the Bolshevik Revolution 
— Lessons for Today’s World. Speaker: 
Dag Tirsén, Communist League. Fri., March 
10, 7 p.m. Donation: £2.50. Room 301, Hilton 
House, 26-28 Hilton St. M1 2EH.  

militant 
labor 
forums

ILLINOIS
Chicago
Fundraiser for Participants in 12th In-
ternational Solidarity Brigade to Cuba 
for May Day. Dinner and program, featur-
ing film “Guantánamo Is Ours.” Sat., March 
11, 6 p.m. Donation: $10. Trinity Episcopal 
Church, 125 E. 26th St. Sponsor: Chicago 
Cuba Coalition. Tel.: (312) 952-2618. 

calendar 

Join the 12th May Day international Brigade to Cuba!

april 24 through May 8

Highlights include:

Havana May Day march; visits to Cienfuegos 
& Villa Clara provinces; agricultural work; 
meetings with Cuban mass organizations; 

participate in the Fifth Seminar for Peace & for the Abolition 
 of Foreign Military Bases in Guantánamo; and more.

Cost of $512 includes room, board & transportation in Cuba.
Airfare from U.S. and Guantánamo seminar are extra. 

Applications due March 30.

For information about how to apply contact: Chicago Cuba Coalition 
call (312) 952-2618 or email: ICanGoToCuba@gmail.com.

youth who had tried to free him were 
arrested and charged with assault and 
battery. A dozen other young people 
were taken to the cop station and grilled. 
No charges were filed against the cop.

In an interview on KTLA-TV after 
he was released, Dorscht said the in-
cident began when the cop cursed at a 
girl he accused of stepping on his lawn. 
“I said, ‘Hey, that’s not how you treat a 
lady.’ And then he came at me,” Dorscht 
said. “He hit me. I ran to the street to run 
away from him, and he got me.”

“This cop is just irate, starts charging 
after this poor kid,” a neighbor who wit-
nessed the incident said, backing up the 
boy’s account. 

The cop accuses the teenager of 
threatening to shoot him. “I didn’t say 
that. Why are you lying?” Dorscht is 
shown in the video saying. “I said I’m 
going to sue you.” 

Outrage at what the video shows, and 
that the cop is walking free, sparked 
hundreds to march around the area the 
next night. “It could have been me, my 
friend or someone from my family,” said 
Jocelyne Gutierrez, 21. Twenty-three 
people were arrested. Isolated incidents 
of violence and vandalism occurred.

“My son Joel Acevedo was killed by 
the Anaheim police department July 
22, 2012. He was 21 years old,” home 
health care worker Donna Acevedo 
told Richter at a protest Feb. 24. “My 
son was running away. He was beaten, 
handcuffed and shot in the back of the 
head. I’m not going to let anyone forget.” 

“It’s very important that we continue 
to fight police brutality. The role of the 
cops — whether in Anaheim or Los 
Angeles — is to protect the private prop-
erty of the capitalist rulers and to intimi-
date people, to get us to feel like there is 
nothing we can do about the conditions 
we are forced to live in,” Richter said. 
“Any questioning of how we are being 
treated is seen by the cops as resistance 
to be met with force on their part.”

At another demonstration of 100 in 
front of the Anaheim Police Station Feb. 
26, Richter joined in a lively discussion 
and debate over an open mike.

“The police were not created to ‘serve 
and protect.’ The police were created 
to intimidate immigrants. The police 
were created to protect property and to 
be used against people of color,” Irvine 
high school student August Carleton 
said. “We need to tell the police to repre-
sent people of color.”

“The cops have to be held account-

able. They aren’t above the law,” said 
Theresa Smith, whose son Caesar Cruz 
was killed by the Anaheim police in 
2009. “What that officer did to those 
youth is come out with a loaded gun.” 

“There’s no difference between a 
Mexican cop and a white cop. They 
work for the same white supremacist 
system,” said Naui Huitchilopochtli, a 
university utility worker.

A couple of speakers said we should 
drive the cop involved in the shooting 
out of the neighborhood.

“The system is built to oppress peo-
ple of color. If you are white you have 
less chance of being killed. Sure some 
get killed but more as an outlier,” said 
Stephanie Lindo, a Black student attend-
ing Biola University. 

What is role of the cops?
 “I’m white. It’s not only Black and 

brown people killed by cops. These guys 
are killers and killers kill,” said Sara 
Hertl, whose brother Justin was killed 
by the Anaheim cops in 2003 in front of 
their grandmother. “My brother was 23 
years old. He wasn’t a gang member. It’s 
not about race.”

“We demand the cop who man-
handled the teenagers and shot his gun 
be arrested, charged and prosecuted to 
the full extent of the law,” Richter said. 
“We live under the system of capitalism. 
Blacks and Latinos are disproportion-
ately killed by cops and fill the prisons 
in a larger percentage than Caucasians.”

“Do you know how many killings  Los 
Angeles County cops have been charged 
with since 2000?” he asked. Some in the 
crowd shouted back, “Zero?” 

“That’s right, zero,” Richter said. 
“But there is another side of this,” he 

said. “There is no such thing as ‘white 
people.’ Tens of millions of working 
people who face economic carnage all 
across the country — no jobs, danger-
ous jobs, low pay, no health care, drugs 
and suicide. The majority are Caucasian. 

“While a higher percentage of Blacks 
and Latinos are killed by cops than 
Caucasians, more Caucasians are killed 
by cops,” he said. “We live in a class-
divided society. Workers have common 
interests no matter what our nationality 
and have a common enemy, the system 
that keeps in power the millionaires and 
billionaires of all hues who benefit from 
the cops’ protection and run this coun-
try.

“My party — the Socialist Workers 
Party — says working people need to 
build a working-class movement of the 
majority to take political power out of 
their hands,” Richter said, “like Fidel 
Castro and the people of Cuba did. They 
control their own destiny today.” 

Greek workers face social crisis
Continued from front page
ing mortality rates, an increase in life-
threatening infections and a growing 
shortage of medical equipment. To-
day 2.5 million Greeks have no health 
care coverage, out of a total popula-
tion of 11 million. These are just a few 
of the most dramatic reflections of the 
devastating impact on working people 
of the yearslong so-called Greek “debt 
crisis” beginning in 2010.

The insolvency of the Greek gov-
ernment — deepened by unequal 
trade relations in Europe and relent-
less pressure for payment on Greek 
bonds in the hands of banks and 
private investors worldwide — has 
worsened years of economic reces-
sion. This crisis is exacerbated by 
the economic impact of the influx of 
hundreds of thousands of refugees 
fleeing Syria, landing in Greece and 
increasingly refused entry elsewhere 
in Europe. All of this portends more 

carnage for workers and farmers.
The possibility of the withdrawal of 

Greece from the European Union, a 
so-called Grexit, is once again on the 
table. Under the political and econom-
ic pressure of the slow-burning world 
capitalist depression, this would 
deepen already sharpening conflicts 
in the EU, threatening the breakup 
of the 28-nation capitalist trade block 
which was cobbled together in 1993 
with Berlin at the helm.

In 2015 the EU, joined by the Eu-
ropean Central Bank and the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund, imposed a se-
ries of deepening cuts on government 
social programs and union rights in 
return for a “bailout package” of in-
ternational loans.

Though they had been elected ear-
lier that year on an “anti-austerity” 
platform, the Syriza party — the 
Coalition of the Radical Left — and 
Greek Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras 
agreed to virtually every one of the 
demands of U.S. and European fi-
nance capital. 

Some of the measures took effect 
this January. In response, farmers 
have been blocking highways at a 
number of Greece’s northern border 
crossings. On Feb. 14, 2,000 farmers 
descended on Athens, demanding re-
lief from rising taxes and attacks on 
their pensions. “Ordinary people sup-
port our blockades,” protest leader 
Vangelis Boutas said.

The $97 billion “bailout” loan Ath-
ens accepted in 2015 included a $2 
billion cut in the country’s pension 
system.

The loan arrangement, the third 
since 2010, ends in 2018. Payments to 

Continued on page 11
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on the picket line
Maggie Trowe, ediTor

25, 50, and 75 years ago

March 13, 1992
Despite a federal court injunction, 

longshore workers shut down virtually 
all West Coast shipping February 17. 
Ships sat idle in ports from California 
to Alaska as 4,000 members of the In-
ternational Longhsoremen’s and Ware-
housemen’s Union (ILWU) rallied and 
demonstrated in support of 351 brothers 
and sisters fired by the Southern Pacific 
railroad from the Intermodal Container 
Transfer Facility (ICTF) that serves the 
ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach.

The firings are widely seen as a sharp 
attack on what many workers consider 
the strongest union on the West Coast. 

On December 16 Southern Pacific 
gave a 60-day cancellation notice to 
Pacific Rail Services, which managed 
the ICTF. This meant that ILWU Lo-
cal 13, Allied Division, would be ter-
minated in the facility.  The ICTF yard 
employees voted for ILWU representa-
tion in 1987.

March 13, 1967
In an act of naked racism, congress 

has denied Adam Clayton Powell his 
seat. The way was opened for this 
display of anti-Negro sentiment by 
the report of the committee set up to 
make a “recommendation” on Pow-
ell, headed by liberal Emanuel Cellers 
of New York. The Cellers committee, 
which included Negro Democrat John 
Conyers, found Powell “guilty,” and 
recommended he be seated with pun-
ishments, including fines. This wasn’t 
enough blood to suit the congressional 
lynchers, however, and they increased 
the sentence to expulsion. 

Their action exposes the deep racism 
of both the Democratic and Republican 
parties, and of all wings of those par-
ties, including the Northern liberals.

The Democrats and the Republicans 
represent the ruling circles who benefit 
from racism and who are determined to 
preserve the racist system. 

March 14, 1942
American workers will get their first 

taste of government rationing when sug-
ar rationing goes into effect within the 
next few weeks. This is the beginning of 
a policy that will certainly be extended 
to other necessities as the war goes on.

Ostensibly, this rationing will be 
undertaken to insure an equitable dis-
tribution of scarce commodities and to 
prevent price extortion. The lesson of 
Britain shows, however, that rationing 
under government and capitalist con-
trol limits the amount of goods that the 
masses may secure, but does not pre-
vent those with large incomes from ob-
taining all they want of both necessities 
and luxuries. 

One of the chief reasons that rationed 
commodities prove insufficient is that 
a great amount of them are sluiced off 
into the Black Market, where they are 
easily obtainable — at greatly inflated 
prices. 

Militant/Janice Lynn

City workers rally in College Park, Georgia, Feb. 23 to win American Federation of State, 
County and Municipal Employees, advance fight against “years of workplace indignations.” 

Georgia: City workers rally, win 
support for union recognition

COLLEGE PARK, Ga. — “We 
want to feel appreciated. It’s time for 
a change,” Quakita Lane, who works 
in the water and sewers department, 
told some 100 workers and others at a 
Feb. 23 rally in support of the fight by 
city workers to win recognition of the 
American Federation of State, Coun-
ty and Municipal Employees here.  
About a dozen of her co-workers also 
attended. 

“I started as a temp in 2008 and 
only got full-time two years ago,” 
Frederick Davis, a building and 
grounds landscaper, told the Mili-
tant. “They claimed there was never 
enough money in the budget.”

More than 75 percent of the work-
ers have signed cards for the union, 
AFSCME Local 1644 President 
Tracey Thornhill said in a statement. 
He said workers had faced “years of 
workplace indignations, favoritism 
and unsafe working conditions.” 

School bus drivers, postal workers, 
transport workers and others, includ-
ing Lisa Potash, Socialist Workers 
Party candidate for mayor of Atlanta, 
came to lend their support.

William Bradley and four of his 
coworkers from the Bon Apetit food 
service at Emory University came to 
the rally. They have also been work-
ing to organize a union. “We want 
people to feel the solidarity,” he told 
the Militant. 

— Janice Lynn

Nurses in Silver Spring, Md., 
fight for adequate staffing, union

SILVER SPRING, Md. — More 
than 120 nurses and supporters ral-
lied in front of the Holy Cross Hospi-
tal here Feb. 13 to support a drive to 
be represented by the National Nurses 
United union. Among those attending 
in solidarity were members of the In-
ternational Association of Machinists, 
the Laborers International Union, and 
the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engi-
neers and Trainmen.

Two of the central issues are patient 
safety and adequate staffing, nurses 
involved in the organizing effort say. 

“Over the last few months, HCH 
management has been diverting pa-
tient-care dollars to pay anti-union 
consultants who are interfering with 
patient care, and harassing and intim-
idating our coworkers,” said a flyer 
published by National Nurses United 
on the day of the rally. “RNs [Regis-
tered Nurses] sent a clear message to 
Holy Cross Hospital management: We 
will not back down until our patients 
are safe.”

— Tom Headley

Recommended reading

“Unionism and politics cannot 
be separated. Power generated 
at the trade-union level can be 
shattered by government blows. 
Workers must enter the political 
arena as an independent class 
force, with their own party.”

— Farrell Dobbs
Other books in four-part series:
teamster rebellion  
teamster power 
teamster Bureaucracy

$19 each or all four for $65

pathfinderpress.com 

unprecedented, dangerous standard.” 
If approved, the order would end 

the SWP’s exemption from reporting 
the names of contributors who give 
more than $200 to the party’s election 
campaigns, as well as the names of 
the campaign’s vendors. 

The FEC was scheduled to consider 
the draft, signed by commission chair 
Steven Walther, at its Feb. 23 meeting, 
but they put the meeting off. The com-
mission is riddled with dissension.

Commissioner Ann Ravel, a Dem-
ocrat, issued a blistering criticism of 
the agency entitled Dysfunction and 
Deadlock and sent her letter of res-
ignation to President Donald Trump 
Feb. 19. 

The meeting on the SWP exemption 
is tentatively scheduled for March 13. 

“Winning this exemption, and 
maintaining it for more than 40 years, 
has been an important victory in de-
fending workers’ right to engage in 
political activity independent of the 
bosses and their parties,” John Studer, 
the Socialist Workers Party’s national 
campaign director, told the Militant 
Feb. 18. “All workers have a stake in 
the fight to defend the exemption.” 

At the same time, “The SWP never 
has and never will let the government 
determine what we do politically. So-

cialist Workers Party candidates are 
running for office across the country 
and will continue to do so, within the 
law and in a way that maximizes pro-
tection of our contributors,” Studer 
said, regardless what the FEC decides.

SWP challenges false standards
One of the claims in the draft is 

that the SWP “may be encouraged 
by major-party interests in order to 
divert votes from other major-party 
contenders.” 

“There is not a scintilla of evidence 
of any vote diversion, nor has there 
ever been in the more than 75 years of 
the SWP’s participation in elections,” 
SWP attorneys Michael Krinsky and 
Lindsey Frank, from the prominent 
firm Rabinowitz, Boudin, Standard, 
Krinsky and Lieberman, answer. “In 
fact, such diversion is entirely con-
trary to the reason the SWP runs elec-
tion campaigns, which is to advocate 
its own, entirely distinct and indepen-
dent political positions.” 

The FEC’s draft asserts “the public 
interest in disclosure of SWP’s financ-
ing is significantly greater” than in the 
past because the SWP “received more 
than 12,000 votes, which ranked 11th 
out of the 31 presidential candidates.” 

The party has received similar 
or higher vote totals in past election 

cycles, the SWP says, “in which the 
Supreme Court and the Commission 
found, without qualification, that the 
SWP was a minor party that warrant-
ed exemption.” 

Similarly, the draft claims that the 
$82,000 raised by the Socialist Work-
ers Party campaign in 2016 — com-
pared to the billions spent by the 
capitalist candidates — is a reason 
to require disclosure of contributors’ 
names. This “blinks at reality,” said 
Krinsky and Frank, and the opin-
ion “should be rejected on this basis 
alone.” 

Another incredible assertion in 
the draft is that the SWP’s exemp-
tion should end because Sen. Bernie 
Sanders is known as a socialist, has “a 
party identification materially similar 
to” that of the SWP, and got a lot of 
votes in the Democratic primary. 

The Socialist Workers Party’s 
views are “obviously distinct,” Krin-
sky and Frank write. “They include: 
The SWP’s openly calling for the es-
tablishment of a workers and farmers 
government that will ‘overturn the 
dictatorship of capital,’ abolish capi-
talism in the United States and join in 
the worldwide struggle for socialism; 
and the SWP’s presentation of Cuba’s 
socialist revolution as an example for 

Continued on page 11
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Founder of sanctuary group fights her own deportation

Militant/Alyson Kennedy

DENVER — “We are going to keep organizing — Jeanette belongs here 
with us,” America Carbajal told more than 100 people who rallied at the 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement regional office here Feb. 15 to sup-
port the fight of Jeanette Vizguerra to remain in the U.S. 

That morning, government officials denied Vizguerra’s application to re-
new a stay of deportation, saying she is a “priority” for removal because of 
two misdemeanor convictions — one for carrying a document with a false 
Social Security number, the other for re-entering the United States in 2013 
after going to Mexico for her mother’s funeral. She went into sanctuary at 
the First Unitarian Church instead of reporting to the ICE office, where she 
would likely have faced arrest. 

Vizguerra is a well-known labor activist and founder of the Metro Den-
ver Sanctuary Coalition. She has lived here for 20 years and has three 
school-age children. 

“This is not the end but another step in a long journey,” Vizguerra told 
the rally by phone. “When I started the sanctuary coalition, I never thought 
I would need it.” 

Ingrid Encalada Latorre has been in sanctuary at Mountain View Friends 
Meeting church since Nov. 28, fighting deportation because of a felony 
charge for having obtained false documents. “We will fight our cases to-
gether,” Vizguerra said. 

Donations to support their fight can be made to “MDSC” and sent to 
Jefferson Unitarian Church, 14350 W. 32nd Ave., Golden, CO 80401, at-
tention Carol Wilsey.

— Alyson Kennedy

by the family in 1982, has been con-
demned, with the foundation too 
damaged to salvage. 

“The water district went and mea-
sured the creek for three straight days 
and nobody said anything to us,” he 
said. “Then boom the water came.”

Bravo, along with four other work-
ers we spoke to, subscribed to the 
Militant newspaper. Interest in the pa-
per increased when we showed them 
an article explaining how the revolu-
tionary government and the people in 
Cuba were organized to prevent the 
loss of life during Hurricane Mathew 
in 2016. When the hurricane hit Haiti 
and the U.S., people were left to fend 
for themselves. Over 1,000 were 
killed in Haiti and at least 23 in the 
U.S. 

The same Category 4 hurricane 
ravaged Cuba, but there was not a 
single fatality. The government and 
people mobilized to evacuate every-
one, and their pets, from harm’s way, 
and organized to rebuild homes and 
infrastructure afterwards.

The difference between Cuba and 
the United States is the revolution 
workers and farmers made there in 
1959, we explained, and overturned 
the capitalist social relations we suf-
fer under here.

In the wake of the outcry over the 
lack of notice and support from the 
city, San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo 
was forced to admit something had 
gone terribly wrong. 

“If the first time a resident is aware 
that they need to get out of a home is 
when they see a firefighter in a boat,” 
Liccardo told a Feb. 22 press confer-
ence, “something went wrong.”

Unity; Gail Walker, executive direc-
tor of IFCO/Pastors for Peace; and Dr. 
Evelyn Erickson, a graduate of the 
Latin American School of Medicine 
in Havana.

“We’re here to honor the lives of 
two extraordinary figures in world 
history,” Fernández said, “Malcolm 
and Fidel Castro.”

The two revolutionaries met each 
other in September 1960 when Castro 
came to address the United Nations. 
U.S. authorities connived to deny 
Castro and the Cuban delegation hotel 
lodging in Manhattan.

Malcolm invited the Cubans to stay 
at the Hotel Theresa, where he joined 
thousands lining the streets wav-
ing Cuban flags, welcoming them to 
Harlem.

“When that historic meeting be-
tween Malcolm and Fidel took place,” 
Castillo said, it showed they “shared 
the same dreams and aspirations for 
the independence of other oppressed 
people worldwide, particularly in 
Africa.”

When Che Guevara went to Africa 
and joined fighters in the Congo taking 
up arms against Belgian and U.S. im-
perialism, Castillo said, “The spirit of 
Malcolm was also there together with 
those Cuban and African combatants.

“When tens of thousands of Cuban 
voluntary combatants heeded the call 
of their African brothers” and joined 
the 15 year-long battle against the 
troops of the South African apartheid 
regime who invaded Angola, Castillo 

said, “Malcolm was there because he 
was a forerunner and pioneer of inter-
nationalism.”

“The ideas of Malcolm retain their 
full validity,” he said. “Therefore, our 
best tribute to Malcolm X can be no 
other than to continue fighting.

“Our best tribute to Malcolm X can 
be no other than to continue defend-
ing our socialism in Cuba and fighting 
against the U.S. blockade,” he said.

“Cuba has put itself on the line 
for Blacks in Africa, the Caribbean 
and Black people here,” Sales told 
the audience. “When Reagan sent 
U.S. troops” against the revolution in 
Grenada, he said, “Cuban construc-
tion workers fought and died defend-
ing that revolution.”

“Thousands of Cubans helped to de-
feat South Africa in Angola,” he said, 
“facilitating the end of apartheid. We 
have to thank the Cuban Revolution 
under the leadership of Fidel Castro 
for supporting us.”

Walker described how IFCO has 
worked to support Cuba for decades, 
beginning with material-aid cara-
vans organized by her father, the late 
Lucius Walker, the group’s founder.

She described how he faced U.S. 
government harassment and served 
time in jail for solidarity with Cuba. 
Washington continues to go after 
IFCO today, including moving to strip 
the group of its tax-exempt status. 

Erickson described how Castro had 
initiated the Latin American School 
of Medicine. ELAM, the school’s 
Spanish acronym, has trained thou-

sands of doctors from around the 
world for free. The only condition 
has been that graduates agree to start 
their practice in working-class neigh-
borhoods when they return home.

Meeting participants applauded 
when Castillo concluded his remarks 
saying, “Our best tribute to Malcolm 
X can be no other than to keep in our 
hearts an everlasting gratitude to the 
people of Harlem.”

are a result of the class relations im-
posed by capitalism.

In much of the capitalist world, 
workers only find housing they can 
begin to afford in low-lying areas 
given to flooding. This neighborhood 
is densely packed with families with 
larger households, nearly twice as 
many per square mile than the rest 
of the city, 38 percent of whom were 
born abroad.  

A big pile of ruined belongings 
stood outside the De Alba’s home. 
“We had no warning,” Mindy De 
Alba, who works as a customer ser-
vice representative, told us. “My mom 
called me at work saying the house 
was flooded.”

“You have things like those ‘Am-
ber Alerts,’” her mother Maria said. 
“Why couldn’t they at least have put 
out something like that?”

De Alba said the family had to be 
rescued by one of the boat crews that 
moved from house to house, pulling 
families and pets out of the filthy wa-
ter. “My hats off to the rescuers,” she 
said. “They did a great job.”

Hundreds of homes, apartments 
and trailer homes were inundated, 
some to the rooftops. Most people we 
talked to, like the De Alba family, first 
heard about the flood not from city of-
ficials but from friends, relatives or 
co-workers. Many became aware of it 
only when they saw advancing water. 
Several told us that their flood insur-
ance covered only the structure of 
their homes, but nothing inside.

Homeless people who camped 
along the creek were among the first 
to confront the rising waters. Some 
had to be rescued from trees they 
climbed to escape.

Hours after the floodwaters inun-
dated the area, the government issued 
a mandatory evacuation order for 
14,000 residents.

After a long drought California 
has been hit by a series of strong 
rainstorms. Already deteriorating in-
frastructure at dams and other struc-
tures is cracking under the strain. In 
February, the emergency spillway at 
California’s highest dam, in Oroville, 
began to break apart, leading to the 
belated evacuation of 188,000 people. 
At least four people have died in the 
storms.

The flooding in San Jose came after 
the reservoir at the nearby Anderson 
dam overflowed, sending water rush-
ing down into Coyote Creek. The res-
ervoir is limited to 68 percent of ca-
pacity because of its proximity to an 
earthquake-prone fault line the state 
failed to notice when the dam was 
built. 

After inspectors belatedly discov-
ered the dam was vulnerable to a ma-
jor quake, capacity was restricted and 
construction was begun to strengthen 
the dam — but it won’t be finished un-
til 2024.

In the face of inaction by city offi-
cials, it was left to residents and their 
neighbors, friends and relatives to 
help each other. Carman Grota’s hus-
band, a lineman for a tech company, 
worked with neighbors to unclog the 
drain down the street. 

Four days after the flood, Gabriel 
Bravo, a maintenance worker with the 
school district, was still pumping wa-
ter from his basement onto the side-
walk. He told us the house, bought 

Malcolm X, Black  
Liberation, & the Road 

to Workers Power
“This is a book 
about the dicta-
torship of capital 
and the road to 
the dictatorship 
of the proletariat. 
A book about 
the last century 
and a half of class 
struggle in the 
United States ... 
and the unimpeachable evidence 
it offers that workers who are 
Black will comprise a dispropor-
tionately weighty part of the ranks 
and leadership of the mass social 
movement that will make a prole-
tarian revolution.” 

— Jack Barnes
$20. Also in Spanish, French, 

Greek, Farsi, Arabic

pathfinderpress.com
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if you like this paper, look us up 

Below is an excerpt from the intro-
duction to Woman’s Evolution by Ev-
elyn Reed, one of Pathfinder’s Books 
of the Month for March. The widely 
acclaimed book was the culmination of 
over a quarter century of work by Reed, 
a leader of the Socialist Workers Party 
until her death in 1979. She defends the 
historical materialism of 19th century 
anthropologist Lewis Morgan, whose 
work Frederick Engels drew on exten-
sively in The Origin of the Family, Pri-
vate Property and the State. Providing 
a scientific explanation of the origins 
of women’s oppression and the class-
struggle road to end it, Reed dedicates 
the book “To women, on the way to lib-
eration.” Copyright © 1975 by Pathfind-
er Press. Reprinted by permission.

BY EVELYN REED
The early history of half the human 

species — womankind — has largely 
been hidden from view. To bring it to 
light requires a reinvestigation of anthro-
pology, where the role and accomplish-
ments of women in prehistoric society 
are buried. This book is a contribution 
to unveiling that remarkable record.

The resurgence of the women’s libera-
tion movement has thrown the spotlight 
on certain dubious assumptions and dis-
puted questions regarding the past. Fore-
most among these is the subject of the 
matriarchy. Was there a period in histo-

ry when women held a highly esteemed 
and influential place? If so, how did they 
lose their social eminence and become 
the subordinate sex in patriarchal soci-
ety? Or is the matriarchy, as some say, a 
myth that has no historical basis?

The matriarchy is one of the most 
hotly contested issues in a hundred-
year controversy between contending 
schools in anthropology. This book af-
firms that the maternal clan system was 
the original form of social organiza-
tion and explains why. It also traces the 
course of its development and the causes 
of its downfall. Such partisanship on the 
side of the matriarchy would alone make 
this book controversial. But it contains 
other challenges to long-held opinions 
on prehistoric society.

Disagreements are to be expected in a 
field that covers so vast a stretch of hu-
man evolution, extending from the birth 
of our species to the threshold of civi-
lization, and where the available data 
derived from biology, archaeology, and 
anthropology is fragmentary and unco-
ordinated.

Anthropology was founded as a dis-
tinct science in the middle of the nine-
teenth century. Most of the founding fa-
thers (women entered the profession only 
later) had an evolutionary approach. 
Morgan, Tylor, and other pioneers re-
garded anthropology as the study of the 
origin of society and the material forces 
at work in its progress. They made bril-
liant beginnings in illuminating the 
main stages in human development.

Morgan delineated three great epochs 
of social evolution — from savagery 
through barbarism to civilization. Each 
was marked off by decisive advances 
in the level of economic activity. The 
most rudimentary stage, savagery, was 
based on hunting and food-gathering. 
Barbarism began with food production 
through agriculture and stock raising. 
Civilization crowned the development 
of the ancient world by bringing it to the 
point of commodity production and ex-
change.

These three epochs were of extremely 
unequal duration. Savagery lasted far 
longer than either of its successors. Al-
though savagery is sometimes differ-
entiated into an earlier “primeval” and 
a later “primitive” stage, both of these 
rested upon a hunting and gathering 
economy. Savagery had a span of a mil-
lion-odd years, comprising more than 
99 percent of human existence. Barba-
rism began about eight thousand years 
ago; civilization only three thousand 
years ago.

The early investigators of savage 
society, to their own surprise, came 
upon a social structure totally differ-
ent from ours. They found a clan and 
tribal system based on maternal kinship 
and in which women played a leading 
role. This stood out in sharp contrast 
with modern society which features 
the father-family and male supremacy. 
Although they were unable to tell how 
far back the maternal system went, we 
propose to show that it dates from the 

beginning of humankind.
They made other astonishing discov-

eries. They observed that savage society 
had egalitarian social and sexual rela-
tions, arising from collective production 
and communal possession of property. 
These features too were at odds with 
modern society, based on private prop-
erty and class divisions. Thus the mater-
nal clan system, which gave an honored 
place to women, was also a collectivist 
order where the members of both sexes 
enjoyed equality and did not suffer op-
pression or discrimination.

Subsequently, these discoveries 
evoked doubts and resistance from the 
schools of anthropology that became 
dominant in the twentieth century. 
There arose a deep division between 
evolutionists and anti-evolutionists that 
has persisted to the present day. It is 
only through the evolutionary approach, 
however, that the concealed history of 
women — and of men — can be uncov-
ered. …

The first two parts of this book deal 
with the matriarchal age —one from the 
standpoint of the mothers and the oth-
er from the standpoint of the brothers. 
The third part delineates the transition 
from matriarchy and matrifamily to pa-
triarchy and father-family.

The terms “savage” and “primitive,” 
often used in a derogatory, colonialist, 
or racist sense, are here used exclusive-
ly in a scientific way. “Savage” is simply 
a designation for our earliest ancestors. 
Without their colossal achievements 
over a span of a million years, humanity 
could not have walked the last mile to 
civilization.

To forestall other misunderstandings: 
This book does not suggest any return to 
a “lost paradise” of the matriarchy. The 
infancy of humanity with all its gran-
deur and limitations is behind us. All 
the same, that fundamental chapter of 
human evolution must be restored and 
take an honored place in our history. A 
correct understanding of the remote past 
can help us see ahead and move forward 
more surely.

This is especially true when we con-
sider the outstanding role played by 
women in ancient times. The knowledge 
that female inferiority today is not bio-
logically determined, that it has not been 
a permanent fixture throughout history, 
and that our sex was once the organizers 
and leaders of social life, should height-
en the self-confidence of women who 
are today aspiring for liberation.

Woman’s Evolution 
by Evelyn Reed  
Provides scientific examination of 
how women came to be, and will 
cease being, the “second sex.”  
$32. Special price: $24

Teamster Politics 
by Farrell Dobbs 
$19. Special price: $14.25

Women and the Family        
by Leon Trotsky 
$13 Special price: $9.75

Socialism on Trial 
by James P Cannon 
The revolutionary program of 
the working class, as presented 
by Cannon during the 1941 
Minneapolis sedition trial.  
$16. Special price: $12

From the Escambray  
to the Congo 
by Víctor Dreke 
$18. Special price: $13.50

Las Mujeres en Cuba:  
Haciendo una revolución 
dentro de la revolución  
(Women in Cuba: Making a Revolu-
tion within the Revolution)  
by Vilma Espín, Asela de los Santos, 
Yolanda Ferrer 
$20. Special price: $15

Join Pathfinder Readers Club 
for $10 and receive  

discounts all year long

Books  
of the Month
PATHFINDER 

READERS CLUB 
SPECIALS

March

25% 
disCounT

Order Online at  
www.pathfinderpress.cOm

Offer gOOd until march 31

Militant photos: above, Betsy Farley; inset, Flax Hermes

Above, protest in Indianapolis of more than 3,000 in defense of 
women’s right to choose abortion, April 2016. Knowing wom-
en’s role in history can “heighten self-confidence of women 
who are today aspiring for liberation,” wrote Evelyn Reed, inset.
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Lenin, Fidel and the role of the individual in history
Socialist revolutions in Russia and Cuba based on the liberating capacities of working people

Continued on page 10

Below are the remarks by Mary-Alice 
Waters, one of three panelists at a Feb. 
13 special program on the 100th Anni-
versary of the October 1917 Bolshevik 
Revolution presented at the Havana 
International Book Fair. (See article 
below.) Waters is a member of the Na-
tional Committee of the Socialist Work-
ers Party and president of Pathfinder 
Press. Copyright © 2017 by Pathfinder 
Press. Reprinted by permission. 

by Mary-aLiCe WaTers 
Thank you Isabel. And a thank you 

to the compañeros of Ciencias Sociales 
publishing house for giving me the op-
portunity to participate in this important 
event marking the 100th anniversary of 
the October Revolution.

As Isabel has indicated, I’m not a his-
torian by occupation. If I had a Facebook 
page — which I don’t — I would list 
my occupation as “communist.” That is 
what has guided my actions since I be-
came a conscious political person more 
than fifty years ago and joined the com-
munist movement in the United States, 
the Socialist Workers Party.

As all the great revolutionary lead-
ers of the working class have taught 
us — from Marx and Engels, to Lenin 
and Fidel — no one becomes a Marxist 
without being a student of science and 
history. Not history as it is taught in the 
academies — an incomprehensible cata-
log of names, dates, events, and above 
all rationalizations for the “existing 
fact” of capitalist social relations.

What I’m talking about is living his-
tory, in which we — working people — 
are the protagonists. “The existing class 
struggle,” “the historical movement go-
ing on under our very eyes,” to use the 
words of the Communist Manifesto. 
And always from the point of view of a 
person who automatically asks Was tun?

“And what is to be done?”
It is in that spirit that Isabel and the 

compañeros of Ciencias Sociales in-
vited me to participate today. Pathfinder 
Press, where part of my activity is cen-
tered, has published dozens of books on 
the Bolshevik Revolution and its ongo-
ing continuity. Some of them are avail-
able on the table at the side of the room.

And, as the pamphlet you all received 

a copy of explains, Pathfinder itself Was 
Born with the October Revolution.

Two great socialist revolutions
Last November, in the hours follow-

ing the death of Fidel, Jack Barnes, the 
national secretary of the Socialist Work-
ers Party in the United States, sent a 
message on behalf of the party to com-
pañero Raúl. I want to begin by quoting 
from that letter, which states with clarity 
the theme of my remarks today: “Lenin, 
Fidel and the Role of the Individual in 
History.” You each received a copy of 
this message as well.

Dear Compañero Raúl,
There were two great socialist revo-

lutions in the twentieth century, one in 
Russia, the other in Cuba. Neither was 
the product of a single individual. Both 
were the result of the operations of cap-
italism itself. But without the presence 
and political leadership of Vladimir 
Lenin and of Fidel Castro Ruz at deci-
sive moments in those historic battles 
by working people, there is no reason 
to believe either revolution would have 
been victorious.

Apart from Lenin and Fidel, the his-
tory of the twentieth century — and the 

twenty-first — is unthinkable. Both of 
them, Marxist students of science and 
history, gave their lives to uprooting the 
dog-eat-dog exploitation, oppression, 
and compulsion on which the capital-
ist world order depends and replacing 
it with a workers state, with new social 
and economic relations based on the 
liberating capacities of working people 
and the youth they inspire. . . .

[Fidel’s] highest achievement was 
forging in struggle a revolutionary cad-
re, a communist cadre, capable of lead-
ing the workers and farmers of Cuba to 
establish the first free territory of the 
Americas and successfully defend it 
for more than five and a half decades 
against the determination to destroy it 
by the mightiest and most brutal em-
pire the world has known. . . .

His life work, Cuba’s socialist revo-
lution — its example, and above all its 
ongoing march — stand as his monu-
ment. He needs no other.

a tribute to Lenin and Fidel
Our discussion here today is as 

much part of the Havana Internation-
al Book Fair’s tribute to Fidel — and 
his political leadership of the Cuban 
Revolution — as it is to Lenin and 

the 100th anniversary of October. 
No other events did more to change 
the course of history in our epoch 
and open the road forward for all hu-
manity. And, as the message to Raúl 
says, it is likely that neither revolution 
would have succeeded without the 
presence and leadership of Lenin and 
Fidel at decisive turning points.

Debate among revolutionists over 
the reciprocal action of objective and 

by JONaTHaN siLberMaN 
aND MarTÍN KOPPeL

HAVANA — A program on the 100th 
anniversary of the October 1917 Bolshe-
vik Revolution in Russia’s former czar-
ist empire was one of the special events 
at the Havana International Book Fair 
this year. “Something that’s sometimes 
forgotten today,” said Isabel Monal, who 
chaired the panel, is “the extraordinary 
influence of Lenin, of Marxism, on Fi-
del and the Cuban Revolution.”

Monal, former longtime director of the 
Philosophy Institute in Havana, is today 
the editor of the magazine Marx Ahora 
(Marx Today). She began her history of 
revolutionary activity in the 1950s as 
part of the underground struggle against 
the U.S.-backed Batista dictatorship. In 
late 1958 she was arrested in the United 
States for transporting guns destined for 
the July 26 Movement and Rebel Army, 
which under Fidel Castro’s leadership 
brought the revolutionary struggle to 
victory here in January 1959.

In October 1917, guided by the Bol-
shevik Party under Vladimir Lenin’s 
leadership, working people in their mil-
lions overthrew the state power of the 
capitalists and landlords in Russia and 
across the fallen monarchy’s prison 
house of nations, stretching from east-
ern Europe, through central Asia, to the 
Pacific. They established a workers and 
peasants republic and opened the door 
to the world’s first socialist revolution.

The panel discussion on lessons of 
that profound revolutionary upheaval 
was organized by Ciencias Sociales 
publishing house. Ciencias Sociales re-
leased a new Spanish-language edition 

of John Reed’s classic, Ten Days That 
Shook the World, which was on sale 
throughout the 10-day book fair. First 
published in English in 1919, the book 
is a vivid eyewitness account of the Bol-
shevik-led revolution. Reed was one of 
the founders of the Communist Party in 
the United States that same year.

The panelists were Dagoberto Rodrí-
guez and Thalía Fung, professors at the 
University of Havana, and Mary-Alice 
Waters, a leader of the Socialist Workers 
Party in the United States and president 
of Pathfinder Press.

“With the coming to power of Lenin 
and the Bolsheviks, the Russian events 
grew in influence in the United States,” 
said Rodríguez in his talk on the revo-
lution’s impact in the U.S. For the first 
time ever, there was “a government rep-
resenting the interests of the broad ma-
jority of the population.”

Attracted by the Bolshevik example, 
the revolutionary left wing of the Social-
ist Party in the United States broke with 
the party’s reformist leadership, Rodrí-
guez said, and founded the Communist 
Party. It joined the Communist Inter-
national, a worldwide organization of 
revolutionary workers parties launched 
in 1919 at the initiative of the Bolshevik 
leadership.

Rodríguez focused on the reaction of 
the U.S. capitalist rulers, whose fear of 
the revolution’s spreading example led 
them to launch a “red scare,” arresting 
thousands of militant workers and de-
porting more than 500. 

Two great socialist revolutions
Mary-Alice Waters spoke on “Lenin, 

Fidel, and the Role of the Individual in 
History.” She drew on a message that 
Jack Barnes, national secretary of the 
Socialist Workers Party, sent Raúl Cas-
tro, first secretary of the Communist 
Party and Cuba’s president, after the 
death in November of Fidel Castro, the 
central leader of the Cuban Revolution 
for six decades.

“There were two great socialist revo-
lutions in the 20th century, one in Rus-
sia, the other in Cuba,” Barnes said in 
the message. Without the presence and 
political leadership of Lenin and Fidel 
at decisive moments, “there is no reason 
to believe either revolution would have 
been victorious.”

Fidel Castro’s highest achievement, 
Barnes wrote, “was forging in struggle 
a revolutionary cadre, a communist cad-
re” that led the working class in Cuba, 
their toiling allies, and youth attracted 
to their leadership to take power and 
defend that power for more than half a 
century.

Waters said that Fidel, “like Lenin and 
Che [Guevara], believed in the capacity 
of ordinary human beings to accomplish 
what others believed to be impossible, 
and, above all, to transform themselves 
in the process.”

She noted that “Lenin’s presence 
on the front lines of the revolutionary 
struggle — sheltered by workers in the 
proletarian districts of Petrograd — was 
necessary to the success of the proletar-
ian revolution. As was Fidel’s leadership 
in the Sierras, protected by peasants and 
rural toilers among whom the Rebel 
Army began laying the foundations of 
the new social order.”

subjective factors in the historical 
process is not new, of course. It goes 
back to the foundations of Marxism. 
Georgi Plekhanov’s classic 1898 essay 
on The Role of the Individual in Histo-
ry — a polemic against the Narodnik 
current in Tsarist Russia, which ex-
alted the lone hero as an autonomous 
creator of history — was one sided 
and mechanical. But it influenced the 
generation being won to Marxism in 
the years before the betrayal of the 
leadership of the Second Internation-
al in face of the first interimperialist 
slaughter.

Would the October Revolution have 
succeeded without both the presence 
and the political leadership of Lenin 
at decisive moments in 1917? Could 
another revolutionary leader, or a 
combination of them, have assumed 
Lenin’s place?

Leon Trotsky, whose standing in 
the leadership of the Bolshevik Rev-

olution was second only to Lenin’s, 
wrote about this question more than 
once in the years after Lenin’s death. 
As those of you here today are well 
aware, Trotsky was the organizer of 
the insurrection and then of the Red 
Army that successfully defended the 
young Soviet republic from the com-
bined forces of domestic and interna-
tional reaction — from London and 
Paris, to Tokyo and Washington, to 
the so-called White armies of Rus-
sia’s defeated landlords, capitalists, 
and monarchists.

And for those who come from a 
different political past than I do, I’ll 
add that despite Trotsky’s differences 
with Lenin’s unwavering course that 
made possible the toilers’ victory, af-
ter Trotsky unreservedly joined Len-
in in rejecting conciliation with the 
Mensheviks and other class collabo-
rationists in mid-1917, “from that time 

From the Bolshevik to the Cuban Revolution and beyond 
Lenin’s Final Fight
Speeches & Writings 1922-23  $20
Also in Spanish, Greek

U.S. Imperialism Has Lost 
the Cold War
In New International no. 11  $16  
Also in Spanish, French, Farsi, Greek, 
Swedish, Islandic

Pathfinder Was Born With  
the October Revolution
By Mary-Alice Waters  $5   
Also in French, Spanish

In Defense of Socialism
Four speeches by Fidel Castro $15 
Also in Greek

Malcolm X, Black Liberation, 
& the Road to Workers Power
By Jack Barnes  $20   
Also in French, Arabic, Farsi, Greek, Spanish

The First Ten Years  
of American Communism
By James P. Cannon  $22 
See distributors on page 7 or visit:

www.pathfinderpress.com

And, just as it was Lenin who po-
litically led the leaders of the Russian 
Revolution, Waters said, it was Fidel’s 
“steady moral, political and military 
leadership of the leadership” that was 
decisive in the Cuban Revolution.

Waters stressed her agreement with 
Fidel Castro’s remarks last year that it 
will not another century before “another 
event like the Russian Revolu-
tion occurs.” (See Waters’ talk, 
p. 8.)

Thalía Fung spoke on “Lenin 
and the October Revolution.” 
As a young lawyer in Santiago 
de Cuba in the 1950s, Fung de-
fended some 30 members of the 
July 26 Movement captured by 
the Batista dictatorship during 
the November 1956 uprising in 
that city and participated in other 
revolutionary activity the next 
two years in Bayamo, Manzanil-
lo, and Guantánamo. A gradu-
ate of Lomonosov University in 
Moscow, she was for many years 
a leading figure in the School of 
Philosophy and History at the 
University of Havana.

Fung focused on “Lenin’s role 
in the field of political philoso-
phy and political science.” Stat-
ing that “Rosa Luxemburg was 
more Marxist than Lenin,” she 
pointed to differences between 
Luxemburg and Lenin over the 
character of the working class 
and peasantry as “historical sub-
jects,” differences that have been 
part of debates over revolution-

Continued on page 10
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Panel at Havana International Book Fair on 100th anniversary of 1917 Bolshevik Revolution. From left, Dagoberto Rodríguez and Thalía Fung, 
professors at University of Havana; Isabel Monal, editor of magazine Marx Ahora (Marx Today); Mary-Alice Waters, a leader of Socialist 
Workers Party in U.S. Monal pointed to “the extraordinary influence of Lenin, of Marxism, on Fidel and the Cuban Revolution.”

Above, Andrew St. George

“Apart from Lenin and Fidel, the history of the twentieth century — and the twenty-first — is unthinkable,” 
said Jack Barnes in letter to Cuban President Raúl Castro on behalf of Socialist Workers Party. Both “gave 
their lives to uprooting the dog-eat-dog exploitation, oppression, and compulsion on which the capitalist 
world order depends and replacing it with a workers state.” Left, Bolshevik leaders V.I. Lenin, center, and 
Leon Trotsky (saluting), 1920. Above, Fidel Castro (glasses), and Celia Sánchez, with other Rebel Army 
combatants during revolutionary war. Both Fidel’s and Lenin’s presence on front lines of struggle and their 
political leadership at crucial moments were decisive and irreplaceable, said Mary-Alice Waters.
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“All the unresolved contradictions of the last century are reemerging today with ex-
plosive force,” said Waters. “The privileged classes are scrambling to find ways to pro-
tect their interests from the humble majority, those Hillary Clinton scornfully labeled 
during her election campaign ‘the ‘deplorables.’” Above, Teamsters union retirees 
rally in front of U.S. Capitol to protest drastic pension cuts, April 14, 2016.

100th anniversary of bolshevik revolution discussed at Havana event
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ary strategy since the founding of the 
international workers movement.

Those seeking social change in the 
world, Fung said, need to orient to “our 
South,” referring to radical political cur-
rents and governments today in Venezu-
ela, Bolivia, Ecuador and elsewhere in 
Latin America.

A panelist invited to speak on the 
Russian Revolution’s impact in Latin 
America was unable to attend at the last 
minute, so Isabel Monal took up that 
theme as she introduced other speakers.

October Revolution: a beacon
“A central part of Lenin’s work was 

the effort to spread Marxism and com-
munist ideas throughout the world,” 
Monal said. “And the October Revo-
lution was a beacon for all of Latin 
America, for the revolutionary popular 
movements that swept the continent in 
the 1920s.”

During the discussion, Rubén Zard-
oya, a University of Havana professor 
who also works at the Center for Hemi-
spheric and U.S. Studies, spoke about 
Lenin’s political leadership in the first 
five years after the revolution’s victory. 
Workers and peasants took power in Oc-
tober 1917 in a country with a relatively 
low level of economic development, 
Zardoya said. Lenin charted a course 
to broaden access to culture in order to 
strengthen working people in the fight 
to transform social and economic rela-
tions.

Zardoya urged participants to read 
Lenin’s 1922-23 speeches and writ-
ings on these questions in the book 

Lenin’s Final Fight, published by 
Pathfinder Press. Several years ago 
Zardoya, who was then rector of the 
University of Havana, invited com-
munists from the U.S. and other coun-
tries to present that and other Path-
finder books to students there.

Martín Koppel, part of a group of 
communist workers from the Socialist 
Workers Party and other countries who 
volunteered to staff the Pathfinder stand 
at the book fair, spoke about the water-
shed the October Revolution represent-
ed for the working-class movement in 
the United States. During its early years 
the U.S. Communist Party led strikes, 
defense campaigns, and other workers 
struggles, he said.

Koppel pointed to The First Ten Years 
of American Communism by James 
P. Cannon, a founding leader of the 
Communist Party and later the Social-
ist Workers Party. Cannon explains the 
decisive lessons the young CP learned 
from the Bolshevik leaders of the Com-
munist International, including the ne-
cessity for the party to shed its under-
ground existence and to champion the 
struggles by African-Americans against 
racist discrimination and for national 
self-determination. After the panel dis-
cussion, several participants bought 
copies of that Pathfinder book as well as 
Malcolm X, Black Liberation, and the 
Road to Workers Power by Jack Barnes, 
which also takes up these questions.

Can’t ignore class struggle
In her remarks on Latin America, 

Monal pointed to political developments 
in Brazil, Venezuela, and other coun-

tions of the new social order.
And Lenin’s political lead-

ership of the Bolshevik party 
at critical moments was equal-
ly irreplaceable. The Bolshe-
vik party led the workers and 
peasants to victory. But it was 
Lenin who led the leaders of 
the revolution. It was Lenin 
who stabilized the party and 
won the fainthearts in the Bol-
shevik leadership through the 
waverings of March and April, 
to the perilous July days, and 
beyond. It was Lenin who in-
sisted on publicly announcing 
the date of the insurrection, 
without which it would have 
likely failed.

The political authority Lenin 
had earned among the cadres 
through years of revolutionary 
struggle was equal to none.

Chance played a role too. We can 
ask ourselves, what might have been 
the course of history had the German 
high command, for its own reasons, 
not allowed Lenin to travel by train 
through German lines to Sweden, and 
then on to Petersburg in April 1917? 
Or if Lenin had been mortally wound-
ed by his would-be assassin in August 
1918? Or felled by a stroke such as 
those that ended his political life a few 
years later?

Writing from exile in 1935, 
Trotsky’s conclusion was unambigu-
ous: “For the sake of clarity I would 
put it this way. Had I not been pres-
ent in 1917 in Petersburg, the Octo-
ber Revolution would still have taken 
place — on the condition that Lenin 
was present and in command. If nei-

on” — in Lenin’s words — “there has 
been no better Bolshevik.”

From April to October and beyond
In his History of the Russian Revolu-

tion — in the chapter “Who Led the 
February Insurrection?” — Trotsky 
answered that question as follows: it 
was led by “conscious and tempered 
workers educated for the most part by 
the party of Lenin.” Lenin’s leader-
ship was thus crucial not only after 
the February Revolution but in the 
years leading up to it, years during 
which Lenin was in exile.

Lenin’s leadership took on a de-
cisive and irreplaceable character, 
however, from his post-February po-
litical reorientation of the Bolshevik 
leadership — boldly presented in the 
“April Theses” — through the Octo-
ber insurrection and beyond. No one 
else could have taken Lenin’s place, 
and he could not have led the working 
class to victory from afar.

There are moments in politics when 
timing — and unflinching determina-
tion — is everything. Fidel’s clarion 
call to action in 1956, announcing to 
the world that before year’s end the 
men of the Granma expedition “will 
be free or we will be martyrs,” is such 
an example.

Lenin’s presence on the front lines 
of the revolutionary struggle — shel-
tered by workers in the proletarian 
districts of Petrograd — was neces-
sary to the success of the proletarian 
revolution. As was Fidel’s leadership 
in the Sierras, protected by peasants 
and rural toilers among whom the 
Rebel Army began laying the founda-

100th anniversary of Bolshevik revolution
Continued from page 9

ther Lenin nor I had been present in 
Petersburg, there would have been no 
October Revolution: the leadership of 
the Bolshevik party would have pre-
vented it from occurring.”

From Moncada to 1959 and beyond
Returning to the Cuban Revolution, 

the parallels are inescapable. The his-
torical conditions that gave rise to the 
Batista coup, the Centenary Generation, 
and the revolutionary struggle for pow-
er led by Fidel had been gestating for 
years. Objective conditions were more 
than ripe.

But without Fidel’s leadership, would 
the bold call to action — the assault on 
the Moncada Garrison — have been 
organized? Would the Granma landing 
and the November 30 uprising in San-
tiago have occurred?

If by chance Fidel had been killed in 
any of these events, or struck down in 
combat during the revolutionary war, 
had he been felled by the traitor rest-
ing next to him in the Sierras — would 
the July 26 Movement and Rebel Army 
have defeated the offensive of Batista’s 
10,000 troops? Would they have won 
the political authority to displace the 
scheming bourgeois opposition leaders 
with their Miami Pacts and other con-
ciliationist maneuvers?

Would the Cuban people have 
achieved the unprecedented feats of 
holding the imperialist empire to the 
north at bay for decades, defeating the 
army of the South African apartheid re-
gime, and leading the epic battle of the 
Special Period to victory?

Without Fidel’s steady moral, political 
and military leadership of the leadership 
— over more than 60 years — would 
Cuba’s socialist revolution, despite all 
historical odds, still be on course today?

No one can prove a negative. But as 
historical materialists, we have to say 
that all evidence makes it unlikely.

A proletarian line of march
Fidel’s leadership, like Lenin’s, was 

proletarian leadership. Fidel spoke less 
frequently in class terms, but the class 
line of march was the same. As Raúl 
reminded us, Fidel led a revolution “of 
the humble, by the humble and for the 
humble.”

Like Lenin and Che, he believed in 
the capacity of ordinary human beings 
to accomplish what others believed to be 
impossible, and, above all, to transform 
themselves in the process.

“Our revolution started from scratch, 
from nothing,” Fidel said in 1987. “We 
did not have a single weapon; we did not 
have a penny, even the men who started 
the struggle were unknown, and yet . . . 
we confronted the thousands of soldiers, 
and the revolution triumphed because 
we believed in man.”

The revolutionary war had one and 
only one objective: to take power as 
quickly as possible, with the least pos-
sible cost in human lives. “With a mini-
mum of weapons and a maximum of 
moral values,” to cite a Radio Rebelde 
broadcast from the Sierras in August 
1958.

“Politics begin where millions of men 
and women are,” Lenin told the Extraor-
dinary Congress of the Russian Com-
munist Party in March 1918, “where 
there are not thousands, but millions, 
that is where serious politics begin.”

That is what guided the Bolsheviks 
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Fidel Castro speaking to a crowd of half a million in Santiago de Cuba, June 8, 2002. Like Lenin and 
Che Guevara, Waters said, Fidel “believed in the capacity of ordinary human beings to accomplish 
what others believed to be impossible, and, above all, to transform themselves in the process.”

tries in recent years with governments 
claiming to represent working people.

“One of the big mistakes is that in a 
number of countries, movements lead-
ing these processes threw the class 
struggle out the window,” she said. 
“How can you understand the world if 
you don’t see social classes and the class 
struggle? Sometimes you have to make 
alliances with reformist groups on joint 
projects, but you can’t have too many il-
lusions in them.” The result is that little 
is done to meet the needs of the working 
population.

Monal said she had been in Brazil 
when big demonstrations were held de-
manding improvements in health care 
and other urgent needs. The government 
later claimed credit for reforms, but the 
people knew these measures had been 
carried out “because they went into the 
streets to demand them.”

Today there’s a counteroffensive by 
the right and by imperialism against 
these governments, Monal said. “And 
nobody should be surprised they’re 
making gains. ... When the counterof-
fensive begins, the masses of people 
don’t take to the streets against it, be-
cause the governments promised and 
could have done a number of things 
but didn’t do them.” 

Monal recalled that as a young woman 
during the first years of the Cuban Revo-
lution, she had read the account of the 
Bolshevik-led insurrection in Ten Days 
That Shook the World. “The book had 
a huge impact on me,” she said. What 
is describes “remains relevant for today. 
And it has a special relevance given the 
conditions in Latin America today.”
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Lenin, Fidel and the role of the individual
during the tumultuous years of the Russian Revolu-
tion and its early struggle for survival.

It is what guided and continues to guide the Cu-
ban leadership to this day.

Imperialism lost Cold War
Some twenty-five years ago, shortly after the col-

lapse of the “meringue,” to use Fidel’s term, the So-
cialist Workers Party adopted a resolution entitled 
“US Imperialism Has Lost the Cold War.” (It is 
published in the magazine of Marxist politics and 
theory, New International, and is available on the 
table over there.) At the time, there was hardly a 
soul on the planet who didn’t think we were delu-
sional. Including here in Cuba, where you were liv-
ing through the darkest days of the Special Period.

Today, perhaps, we aren’t so alone in holding to 
that view.

The “Cold War” was never about bringing down 
a bureaucratic caste in the Soviet Union and its 
Warsaw Pact allies. For the imperialist rulers, it 
was always about trying in vain to hold off the in-
evitable acceleration and sharpening of the class 
struggle on both sides of what they called “the Iron 
Curtain.” It was about trying to convince working 
people on both sides that they were enemies of each 

other — not allies — in order to divide, weaken, 
and conquer.

The meringue fell first, but today it is the Euro-
pean Union, NATO, and other institutions of im-
perialist rule that are cracking. All the unresolved 
contradictions of the last century are reemerging 
with explosive force. And the privileged classes 
everywhere are scrambling to try to find ways to 
protect their interests from the humble majority, 
those who Hillary Clinton during her presidential 
election campaign scornfully labeled “the deplo-
rables.”

The exploiters scramble to find ways to deny 
their fear.

On the 100th anniversary of the great October 
Revolution, there are those who say the occasion 
should be commemorated with angry denuncia-
tions and shouts of “Never Again!”

For our part, we can affirm with confidence, as 
Fidel did in his words to the closing session of the 
Cuban Communist Party congress last April, that 
it will not be another century before “another event 
like the Russian Revolution occurs, in order that 
humanity have another example of a magnificent 
social revolution that marked a huge step in the 
struggle against colonialism and its inseparable 
companion, imperialism.”
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The Socialist Workers Party’s decades-long fight 
to expose the anti-working-class role of Washing-
ton’s spies and goons, along with its defense of 
workers’ political rights in winning  exemption 
from financial disclosure to the Federal Election 
Commission, deserves the support of all working 
people.

From 1973 to 1988 the SWP waged a legal and 
political campaign to get out the truth about the 
government’s war against communists, Black and 
Puerto Rican rights fighters, unionists and others. 
The party forced out thousands of pages of FBI files 
documenting spying and disruption by government 
agents and secret informers. It exposed govern-
ment wiretaps, burglaries and “trash covers” and 
showed how the FBI had gotten party members 
fired, framed up and victimized.

These exposés helped new generations of worker 
and political militants know the truth about what 
they face from the propertied rulers, who seek to 
maintain their rule against working people.

The SWP’s continuing fight for exemption from 
the rulers’ “financial disclosure” laws is built on 
these gains. The party also marshals evidence of 
continuing attacks on the party by the cops, the 

government, right-wing goons and the bosses to-
day. And it draws out facts about how the govern-
ment is organizing its spies and disrupters to target 
all those fighting today — workers battling boss at-
tacks, opponents of imperialist war, fighters against 
the colonial status of Puerto Rico and many more.

The rulers need political police to maintain their 
dog-eat-dog capitalist system. And they need them 
more today, as the depression conditions bred by 
the deepening crisis of that system grind down 
relentlessly on working people, and discussion 
spreads about how to fight back effectively. Inter-
est in and support for the SWP is growing.

Today the rulers are getting unexpected help 
from liberals and neo-conservatives alike, who 
praise the courage and veracity of the FBI and CIA 
for leaks that go after Donald Trump. As William 
Kristol of the Weekly Standard put it, I “prefer the 
deep state to the Trump state.”

Throwing aside the real history and role of gov-
ernment finks and thugs help the rulers’ efforts to 
rehabilitate their spy outfits and are a deadly dan-
ger to working people and our political rights.

Support the SWP and its fight against govern-
ment interference.
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working people in the U.S. and across the earth to 
emulate and defend; and the call on working people to 
break definitively with both the Democratic and Re-
publican parties.” 

The arguments advanced in the FEC’s draft opin-
ion would shift the standards in such a way to make it 
virtually impossible for any workers party to win ex-
emption from the rulers’ disclosure laws. At the same 
time it dismisses evidence presented by the party of 
continuing attacks and threats against party members 
and supporters by rightists, bosses, cops and govern-
ment agencies, while giving lip service to “the histori-
cal pattern of previous actions against the SWP.” 

This pattern includes the decadeslong campaign 
against the SWP by the FBI and other spy agencies — 
part of “Cointelpro” operations also directed against 
fighters for Black rights and others — which was ex-
posed in a landmark 15-year legal battle against the 
government won by the SWP in 1986. 

That record “should alone be sufficient to es-
tablish that there is a ‘reasonable probability that 
the compelled disclosure of a party’s contributors’ 
names will subject them to threats, harassment, 

or reprisals from either Government officials or 
private parties,’” the SWP’s attorneys wrote, cit-
ing previous court rulings. They also point to “the 
well-known, documented, post-9/11 efforts of the 
U.S. government to monitor domestic protest or-
ganizations as well as political advocacy and reli-
gious groups, such as labor unions, the Black Lives 
Matter movement and the Muslim community — 
all communities that the SWP actively engages and 
defends.” The FEC draft contends this is irrelevant. 

“In today’s growing capitalist crisis, the U.S. rulers 
increasingly fear working people and are stepping up 
their spying and disruption operations targeting politi-
cal and union activity,” Studer said. 

“And they’re getting help from liberals and neo-
conservatives alike, who praise the courage and verac-
ity of the FBI and CIA for leaks that go after Donald 
Trump,” Studer said. “They are trying to rehabilitate 
the government’s spies, pushing aside their record of 
attacks and disruption against the unions, the SWP 
and political rights.

“Whatever the outcome of this battle, we’ll keep 
campaigning, offering the one working-class voice 
in the elections,” he said.

bondholders of $2.2 billion due in July require the 
Syriza government to inflict ever more damage on 
working people.

The IMF says it won’t participate in a further 
bailout unless some of Greece’s debt to the bond-
holders is written off. They’ve concluded that the 
full amount is unpayable, and that continuing to 
push for it threatens getting the most possible. But 
the rulers in Berlin are opposed, refusing to forego 
any of the capital owed to them. 

In a mid-January Times of London interview, 
President Donald Trump accurately said that the 
EU is basically a vehicle to promote the interests 
of German capitalists. The Trump administration 
adds a new wild card to the EU’s problems, on top 
of Brexit in the U.K. and the Greek crisis. 

“Why is Greece again on the brink? It seems like 
déjà vu. Will it ever end?” Ted Malloch, Trump’s 
pick for U.S. ambassador to the EU, recently told 
a Greek TV late night chat show. “I would have 
to say that the odds are higher that Greece itself 
will break out of the euro. Whether the eurozone 
survives I think is a question that is very much on 
the agenda.”

German Finance Minister Wolfgang Schäuble 
has demanded the Tsipras government implement 
its current commitments to take more out of the 
hides of workers and farmers or suffer the conse-
quences. 

The IMF and EU bureaucrats, as well as the 
German government, all agree it is the workers and 
farmers of Greece that must pay. But for their own 
reasons, Athens and Brussels, looking over their 
shoulders at the growing anger of working people, 
are opposed to the depth of cuts imposed by the 
IMF. 

“We cannot accept IMF insistence on further 
cuts in pensions,” Greek Labor Minister Effie 
Achtsioglou said in a letter to the Financial Times. 
“Insisting on further pension cuts while Greek 
pensioners barely have enough to live on is not the 
way to address public discontent.” 

As the biggest contributor — making 17.5 per-
cent of all the contributions to the IMF — Wash-
ington will have veto power over any action taken 
by the group over Athens. 

The Greek rulers’ unpayable debts are just one 
result of the ongoing world contraction of capitalist 
trade and production, exacerbated by the unequal 
relations between Athens and Berlin that flow from 
Greece’s lower level of productivity and industrial 
development. Similar economic disparities also af-
fect Italy, Ireland, Spain and Portugal. 

In the European Union, the capitalists every-
where extol the principle of “ever greater union” 
while they fight to drive down the wages and living 
conditions of working people within their borders 
to be more competitive. The ruling classes of the 
larger powers — like Germany — seek to reinforce 
their domination, using their greater strength to ex-
tract profits at others’ expense, deepening the ex-
ploitation of toilers and in their weaker rivals. 

This is what is now playing out in Greece, where 
one-quarter of the working class is unemployed. 
And 46 percent of young people aged 15 to 24.

Discount on books for 
prisoners 

Pathfinder offers books and pamphlets at a 50 % 
discount off the cover price. There is a flat rate of 

$2.75 for shipping and handling. Prisoners can mail 
their prepaid orders to  

Pathfinder Press  
PO Box 162767  

Atlanta GA 30321-2767
Link at pathfinderpress.com


	10p01
	10p02
	10p03
	10p04
	10p05
	10p06
	10p07
	10p08_9
	10p10
	10p11

