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Above, Joe Brusky; inset, Militant/Bernie Senter 

Above, more than 20,000 march in 
Milwaukee Feb. 13 protesting immigration 
raids and moves by County Sheriff David 
Clarke to allow his deputies to act as fed-
eral immigration agents. Inset, Dennis 
Richter, Socialist Workers Party candidate 
for mayor of Los Angeles, at Feb. 12 protest 
against ICE raids in Van Nuys, California.

Militant/Betsey Stone

San Jose, California, mobilization Feb. 11 was one of many across country where defenders of 
women’s right to choose abortion greatly outnumbered pickets against Planned Parenthood.

by JACQUIE HENDERSON
ST. PAUL, Minn. — Thousands of 

people rallied at the Planned Parent-
hood offices here Feb. 11 in response 
to coordinated protests across the 
country attacking women’s right to 
abortion and demanding defunding of 
the organization. The action opposing 
abortion here drew about 500 people. 

At 8 a.m., an hour before the oppos-
ing rallies were scheduled to start, the 

streets around the clinic were begin-
ning to fill with hundreds of support-
ers carrying signs saying, “I stand 
with Planned Parenthood,” “Keep 
abortion legal” and other slogans let-
tered on handmade placards. 

A coalition of anti-abortion groups 
initiated more than 200 actions across 
the country Feb. 11, calling for the 
federal government to end Medicaid 

Oscar López back 
in Puerto Rico!
Faces restrictions 
until May 17

‘Amnesty now!’ says 
SWP candidate in LA

Thousands join protests 
against immigration raids

by RÓGER CALERO 
AND JONATHAN SILBERMAN

HAVANA — The 2017 Havana In-
ternational Book Fair, which opened 
here Feb. 9, has been marked by book 
presentations, panel discussions, pho-
to and art exhibits, and other events 

paying tribute to Fidel Castro’s his-
toric leadership of the Cuban Revolu-
tion. 

Tens of thousands of people have 
been pouring into the book fair. This 
26th annual event is a giant cultural 
festival that unfolds for 10 days in Ha-
vana and then travels to every prov-
ince across the island, concluding 
April 16 in the eastern city of Santi-
ago. This year Cuban publishers have 
available for sale 4 million copies of 
some 700 new titles, a significant in-
crease over last year. Publishers from 
46 other countries are participating — 
including Canada, this year’s country 
of honor. 

“There is no other book fair in 
the world like this one, because it is 
a product of the Cuban Revolution,” 
noted Fernando González at a spe-
cial program on “Fidel and Culture.” 
González, one of five Cubans who 
spent more than a decade and a half 
in U.S. prisons for their actions in de-
fense of the revolution, pointed to the 
high level of literacy and interest in 
reading among the Cuban population, 
of which the book fair is a visible ex-
pression. 

This year’s fair is dedicated to Ar-
mando Hart, one of the historic lead-
ers of the Cuban Revolution who as 

by seth galinsky
In another victory in his fight for 

freedom, Oscar López Rivera re-
turned to Puerto Rico Feb. 9 to live 
with his daughter Clarisa, part of a 
“transition” to freedom from 36 years 
in U.S. prisons. 

But in a sign of the U.S. rulers’ con-
cern about the support for López in 
Puerto Rico and the boost his return 
gives to the working-class struggle 
there, he remains under strict condi-
tions of home confinement, including 
a ban on making any public state-
ments, until his official release date 
of May 17. He is required to wear an 

Continued on page 4

BY BERNIE SENTER
VAN NUYS, Calif. — “Oh, I al-

ready met Dennis when he came to 
my door in Highland Park and I got a 
subscription to the Militant and some 
books,” Favi Castro told me at the 
Feb. 12 protest here against recent Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement 
raids. Dennis Richter, Socialist Work-

By Eric Simpson 
and Joel Britton

CHICO, Calif. — The word spread 
rapidly in Oroville late Sunday after-
noon, Feb. 12. Some got a text alert on 
their phone, others heard from neigh-
bors. The spillway on the dam outside 
of town was threatening to collapse. 
Get out. 

“Everyone started crying — guys, 
girls,” 18-year-old Taco Bell worker 
Jeffrey Chue told the Militant at the 
emergency center in the fairgrounds 
here. He was just completing his shift.

“I just left and went home. My par-
ents said, ‘Let’s go,’” Chue said. “But 
it took 40 minutes to get to the high-
way, and my gas tank was on empty. 
It was chaotic on the roads.”

The U.S. capitalist ruling families, 
Continued on page 3

by seth galinsky
Protesters took to the streets across 

the country after more than 680 im-
migrants were arrested Feb. 6-10 by 
the Immigration and Customs En-
forcement agency in “targeted en-
forcement actions” focused on un-
documented workers who have been 
found guilty of various crimes. 

Immigrants earmarked by la mig-
ra, along with others caught up in the 
raids, were seized in their homes or on 
the street in the first nationwide raids 
since President Donald Trump took 
office. Like similar “targeted” sweeps 
under the Barack Obama administra-
tion, these raids are aimed at dividing 
and weakening the working class. 

The nation’s immigration cops said 
they were stepping up business as 
usual to carry out Trump’s Jan. 25 ex-
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by brian williams
As grain prices plummet U.S. farm-

ers face the biggest crisis in decades. 
“Across the heartland, a multiyear 
slump in prices for corn, wheat and 
other farm commodities brought on by 
a glut of grain worldwide is pushing 
many farmers further into debt,” the 
Wall Street Journal reported Feb. 9.  

The international overproduction 
of grain is fueling cutthroat competi-
tion and tumbling prices. U.S. farmers’ 
share of world grain sales is now half 
what it was in the 1970s. And it’s the 
small farmers — not the grain, feed, 
pesticide and railroad monopolies that 
prey on them — that bear the brunt of 
the crisis.  

“I’m very careful how I spend money. 
I don’t buy new machinery and use bare 
amounts of fertilizer,” Vern Jantzen, 59, 
who farms corn and soybeans on 200 
acres outside of Plymouth, Nebraska, 
told the Militant Feb. 11. “If you have 
a good crop you can limp along, but 
there is still not really enough to cover 
all your costs. Some farmers are los-
ing $200 an acre on either corn or soy-
beans.” Jantzen, whose family has been 
farming this land since 1891, is a mem-
ber of the Nebraska Farmers Union.  

Farmers’ income in the U.S. will drop 
9 percent in 2017, the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture predicts. Total farm in-
come over the past four years has de-
clined more than 40 percent, the steep-
est slide since the 1930s Depression.  

Since 2012, corn and soybean prices 
have collapsed. Corn has plummeted 
from above $8 a bushel to less than $4 
today; soybeans from nearly $18 to $10; 

wheat from over $9 to $4.50.  
“Last year was the worst grain 

prices in 30 years,” Randy Jasper, 66, 
who farms corn and soybeans in Mus-
coda, Wisconsin, said in a phone in-
terview. “One bushel — 56 pounds 
— of dry-shelled corn delivered to the 
market sold for $2.90 in 2016. It was a 
good crop yield last year, but farmers 
couldn’t compete because the price was 
so lousy.”  

Jasper also noted that production 
costs keep rising. “Twenty years ago 
seed was $60 an acre, now it’s $120 an 
acre,” he said. “Fertilizer is up 50 per-
cent since then, and the costs of ma-
chinery have tripled.”  

At the same time the giant food mo-
nopolies — Archer Daniels Midland, 
Bunge, Cargill and Dreyfus, which 
control 75 percent of global grain trade 
— have been boosting production in 
their drive to expand exports to com-
pete on the world market.  

Straining to cut losses in a bad mar-
ket, most U.S. grain farmers have pro-
duced record crops. But today the capi-
talist food giants won’t sell it because 
it’s not profitable. So the grain just “sits 
there in bins and holding elevators,” 
Jantzen said.  

Seeking to keep going, farmers and 
their families get outside jobs. Only 20 
percent of family farmers’ household 
income comes from the farm itself to-
day. Jantzen said he has worked side 
jobs milking cows and as a truck driver 
for a local school district.  

The farm population dropped from 
6 million in 1945 to just over 2 million 
in 2015. Figures this low have not been 

seen since the mid-1800s. Total acres 
farmed in the U.S. have dropped 24 
percent since the end of World War II to 
912 million acres.  

“In Nebraska we had almost 4,000 
dairy farms in the late 1970s,” said 
Jantzen. “Now its down to 155, and this 
has a big impact on towns where these 
dairy farms were.”  

There were 28 students in my high 
school graduating class nearly 40 years 
ago, Craig Scott, a farmer in Ransom, 
Kansas, told the Journal. Most of them 
were farmers’ kids. This year there are 
nine.  

Jasper, who gave up dairy farming 20 

years ago, said that in 2016 “I lost a little 
money and in 2015 lots of money. If you 
have to keep doing this at some point 
you just go broke.”  

In the late 1970s and ’80s thousands 
of farmers mobilized in actions, includ-
ing tractorcades to Washington, D.C., 
to fight farm foreclosures and demand 
debt relief. Lee Scheufler, a farmer in 
Sterling, Kansas, told the Journal he 
was on some of those protests. He said 
he is reminded of those actions today.  

“The potential for a big crisis is real,” 
Scheufler said. “If things stay similar 
to how they are now, you haven’t seen 
anything yet.”  

Chicago interfaith meeting condemns Jew-hatred

CHICAGO — More than 1,000 people joined in an interfaith gathering 
against Jew-hatred at the Chicago Loop Synagogue here Feb. 8. The rally, spon-
sored by the Jewish Community Relations Council of the Jewish United Fund, 
took place four days after an attack on the synagogue left a plate glass window 
broken and swastikas pasted to the door. 

“We are drawn together with a clear message that hate has no place in our 
city or our country,” Emily Sweet, the council’s executive director, told the 
crowd. 

“Support is evident here from our Muslim and Christian brothers and sisters 
who are here,” said Dr. Steven Nasatir, president of the Jewish United Fund/
Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago. “We are gathered here to say loud 
and clear that we will not surrender to fear, we will not surrender to hate, we 
will not surrender to divisiveness.” 

In 2015 acts of vandalism and violence targeting Muslims increased by 67 
percent. Over the same period Jews were the targets of more than 50 percent 
of religious-based crimes, according to FBI statistics. 

Jenan Mohajir of Interfaith Youth Core spoke of the need for unity, noting, “I 
am a Muslim woman, the daughter of Indian immigrants, the mother of mixed-
race children, and an educator.” 

Also speaking at the rally were Bishop Sally Dyck, United Methodist Church; 
Reverend Dr. Otis Moss III, Trinity United Church of Christ; Pastor Chris Harris, 
Bright Star Church; and Rabbi Michael Siegel, Anshe Emet Synagogue. 

— JOHN HAWKINS
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Actions back abortion rights
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Protesters discuss how to defend women’s rights

for whom every judgment is based on 
protecting their profits and rule, al-
ways blame social disasters like the 
one unfolding here on natural causes.

Melisa Lattemore, 44, an Oroville 
housekeeper, heard there was a man-
datory evacuation so she and her com-
panion piled a few things in a friend’s 
truck and headed for the center. “This is 
a man-made disaster,” she insisted.

Winter rains swelled the Oroville res-
ervoir after years of drought. With the 
water rising to dangerous levels, engi-
neers let water out of a gated concrete 
spillway, sending it coursing down a 
770-foot drop into the Feather River 
below. But the rushing water broke up 
some of the concrete in the 180-foot-
wide spillway, creating a 45-foot-deep 
hole in the chute. Dam engineers re-
duced the flow of water to try to prevent 
further erosion. Water in the reservoir 
rose to 101 percent of capacity. 

On Feb. 11 the reservoir overflowed, 
flooding a parking lot and flowing over 
the lip of an emergency spillway next to 
the gated chute. 

The next morning engineers told the 
press and public that the dam was sound 
and the situation was under control. But 
the emergency spillway, built out of 
nothing but dirt, was eroding rapidly. 

A few hours later, police agencies 
suddenly issued an order to evacuate 
immediately. The order covered 180,000 
people from towns downstream along 
the bloated Feather River — from Oro-
ville to Yuba City. They said the spill-
way wall could collapse within the hour, 
creating a 30-foot wall of water and 
washing away everything in its path. 

At the Red Cross evacuation center 

here Socialist Workers Party members 
from Oakland met some of the work-
ing people who had picked up and left 
the danger zone on short notice. Farm-
workers, housekeepers, retirees, an un-
employed secretary, others on disability, 
a Walmart worker — all joined us to 
discuss the social crisis they were living 
through, its effects and its causes.

People spoke about motels jacking up 
their prices; lost wages; lack of commu-
nication and clear direction from emer-
gency personnel; chaos and panic; and 
traffic gridlock. Some asked why do we 
have to fill out so many forms to get help 
— and what about undocumented work-
ers working in the fields? 

And they talked about acts of work-
ing-class solidarity — people opening 
their houses to strangers, friends, family 
and co-workers, bringing donations and 
volunteering to help. 

“While the rich get richer, the infra-
structure is deteriorating,” Susan Hil-
dreth, 53, of Gridley said, sitting on her 
car with two dogs on a leash. “The gov-
ernment didn’t set aside money to main-
tain the dam and the engineers covered 
it up. I toured the dam 30 years ago for a 
class — the control room was like Star 
Wars. But they said it was old then.”

The crisis exposed aspects of the 
broader social crisis produced by capi-
talism’s contraction today. Workers 
and farmworkers in the area face high 
rates of unemployment and poverty, and 
many have been driven into a growing 
homeless population.

While the government did nothing 
but tell people to flee, members of Habi-
tat for Humanity and other volunteers 
organized to get vehicles to try and help 
the homeless and others to safety. 

Some were left to walk from Yuba 
City to the fairgrounds in Colusa, a 12-
hour trip on foot. Very few shelters al-
lowed evacuees to bring their pets. 

Authorities knew of problems
Construction began on the Oroville 

Dam in 1961. It is the tallest dam in 
the country and has created the second 
largest reservoir in California. In 2005, 
Friends of the River and other environ-
mental groups proposed the state up-
grade the emergency spillway to prevent 
the kind of catastrophic failure unfold-
ing today. The proposal was rejected. 

When asked why the proposal was 
refused, Bill Croyle, acting director of 
the California Department of Water 
Resources, told the press Feb. 13 that 
use of the spillway — and the resulting 
washing away of the soil — was a “new, 
never-happened-before event.” 

The apologists for the rulers have of-
ten used the same excuse — this was an 
unpredictable once-in-a-lifetime event 
— when preventable disasters strike, 
from hurricanes Katrina and Sandy to 
the round of storms that devastated parts 
of the South in January.

Engineers have reduced the water 
level in the reservoir — for now — by 
sending 100,000 cubic feet of water per 
second down the damaged spillway, fur-
ther eroding the hillside. More storms 
are expected later this week and engi-
neers are scurrying to put a temporary 
fix in place.

“We live in a world of risk,” Demo-
cratic Gov. Jerry Brown said at a news 
conference the day after the evacuation 
order, expressing the contempt the rul-
ers have for the safety of working peo-
ple. “Stuff happens, and we respond.” 

Social disaster for working people in dam evacuation

reimbursement to Planned Parent-
hood for birth control, cancer screen-
ings and other health care. President 
Donald Trump has said he would sup-
port such a measure. A ban on federal 
funding for nearly all abortions has 
been in place since 1976, renewed ev-
ery year by Congress.  

Trump has reinstated a ban on U.S. 
government funding to international or-
ganizations that provide abortions or in-
formation on how to obtain one. As gov-
ernor of Indiana, Vice President Mike 
Pence was in the forefront of promoting 
state laws chipping away at women’s ac-
cess to abortion.  

In many cities, defenders of women’s 
right to choose abortion outnumbered 
those at the anti-Planned Parenthood 
rallies, in some cases as many as 10 to 1. 

“It’s important for everyone to stand 
up against any attacks on women’s 
rights,” Robyn Sellman, a 25-year-old 
member of the National Organization 
for Women from East St. Paul, told the 
Militant here. “It’s awesome so many 
people came together to act on this. It 
shows what we can do when we orga-
nize to defend our rights.” 

The rally here was built by word of 
mouth, on social media, and through 
organizations such as NOW. Students 
from women’s groups at area colleges 
met on their campuses and traveled to-
gether with their signs on public trans-
portation to join the rally. 

David Rosenfeld, Socialist Work-
ers Party candidate for mayor of Min-
neapolis, took part in the action. “The 
labor movement and all working people 
have a vital stake in fighting against the 
attacks on Planned Parenthood and the 
myriad of state laws restricting women’s 
access to abortion,” read the statement 
he and supporters distributed. 

In New York, some 300 people ral-
lied across the street from the Planned 
Parenthood clinic in Manhattan chant-
ing. “Their body, their choice,” “Fund 
Planned Parenthood,” and “Abortion is 
health care, health care is a right.” About 
three dozen opponents of abortion rights 
rallied on the opposite corner. 

Many counterprotesters then joined a 
rally of a few thousand people in defense 
of Planned Parenthood at nearby Wash-
ington Square Park. Clinic representa-
tives had urged supporters to rally away 
from the clinic, saying they didn’t want 
patients to see “chaos” outside. 

“The right to choose abortion, to con-
trol our own bodies, is a requirement for 
women’s equality. It has been attacked 
by both Democratic and Republican 
party administrations from the moment 
it was decriminalized in 1973,” said 
Sara Lobman, a rail worker and member 
of the Socialist Workers Party, speaking 
at the rally outside the clinic. “The Roe 
v. Wade Supreme Court ruling based it 
on the rights of the doctor. But it’s the 
right of a woman, and should be pro-
tected by the 14th Amendment’s guar-

antee of equal protection under the law,” 
she said to applause. “We need to be in 
the streets to defend women’s rights in 
every state, not look to the Democrats.” 

In San Jose, California, thousands 
lined the street near the Planned Parent-
hood clinic in an impressive show of 
support for women’s right to abortion. 
Waving signs and cheering as passing 
cars honked in support, they dwarfed 
the group of opponents of legal abortion 
picketing outside the clinic. 

“No woman can call herself free who 
cannot choose the time to be a mother 
or not,” said one of the handmade signs 
held high at the march and rally that fol-
lowed the protest near the clinic. 

Speakers focused on the important 
heath services offered by Planned Par-
enthood to working people and youth, 
who would not have access to health 
care without it. 

The action was organized by STAND 
San Jose. “We know that statistically 
speaking, making abortion illegal does 
not make women not have abortions — 
it ends safe abortions,” Rosa Warren, a 
founder of the group, told the San Jose 
Mercury News. 

At actions in nearby Redwood City 
and San Francisco, demonstrators who 
supported legal abortion also outnum-
bered opponents. 

There were similar actions backing 
women’s right to abortion and defend-
ing Planned Parenthood in well over 
100 cities across the country.

Naomi Craine in New York and Bet-
sey Stone in California contributed to 
this article. 

Militant/Edwin Fruit

KENT, Wash. — “We have to fight state by state the restrictions that have 
piled up, making it harder for women to obtain an abortion,” Mary Martin, 
left, Socialist Workers Party candidate for mayor of Seattle, told Michelle 
Rauschenberg, as they took part in a rally of 400 here Feb. 11, countering 
about 50 people at a “Defund Planned Parenthood” rally across the street.

“It seems like we have to keep fighting the same battles,” said Rauschen-
berg, right, who works as a teacher’s aide in the Renton school district. 

Shelby Reeves and Tayler Bailey, both 32, shared a sign reading, “It’s my 
body and my choice.” That sign “gets to the heart of the matter,” Martin said. 

“The Roe v. Wade decision decriminalizing abortion was not based on 
equal protection of women under the law, but rather the vague ‘right to 
privacy,’ a shared decision with a doctor, and viability of a fetus, that’s our 
problem,” she said. “Opponents of the right to abortion use things like 
changes in medical care to demand more restrictions.” 

“This is our right as women, period,” responded Bailey. “That is how I was 
taught to think about this issue.”

“Both Democrats and Republicans are responsible for the erosion of abor-
tion rights,” Martin said.

“I agree completely, although Tayler doesn’t think so,” said Reeves.
“Yes, I’m getting more involved in the Democratic Party,” said Bailey. Dis-

cussions like this on what way forward continued throughout the day.
— Edwin Fruit
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Thousands in Puerto Rico 
protest anti-labor measures

Continued from front page
electronic bracelet. 

López was imprisoned on frame-up 
charges, primarily of seditious con-
spiracy, because of his activities in sup-
port of independence for Puerto Rico, a 
U.S. colony since 1898. He was accused 
of being a leader of the Armed Forces 
of National Liberation (FALN), which 
took credit for bombings of businesses 
in the U.S. that operated in Puerto Rico. 
López was never charged with any act 
of violence. 

Under the mounting pressure of the 
broad support in Puerto Rico and the 
U.S. for López’s release, then President 
Barack Obama commuted his sentence 
Jan. 17.  

López’s daughter, his lawyer Jan Su-
sler, U.S. Congressman Luis Gutiérrez, 
and Alejandro Molina, co-chair of the 
National Boricua Human Rights Net-
work, greeted him outside the Terre 
Haute, Indiana, prison gates. They 
were later joined by Oscar’s brother 
José López, San Juan Mayor Carmen 
Yulín Cruz and New York City Council 
Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito. 

At a press conference in San Juan 
that evening, Clarisa López urged 
those in Puerto Rico who are anxious 
to see and speak with her father to be 
patient. “We can’t do anything that 
could give the U.S. Bureau of Prisons 
an excuse to return him to federal cus-
tody,” she said. 

“On May 17 the big party starts,” she 
said. While still in prison, Oscar López 
made plans to visit every municipality 

in Puerto Rico to thank people for their 
support and promote the fight to end the 
island’s status as a U.S. colony. 

“The U.S. government refuses to 
admit that it has any political prison-
ers,” Susler told the press. “But the way 
López has been treated proves that’s not 
true, including his more than 12 years in 
solitary confinement. After his sentence 
was commuted, prison officials insisted 
López keep reporting to guards every 
two hours,” she said. 

López was turned over to the custody 
of Gutiérrez, on the condition that they 
make no stops in Chicago and that there 
be no organized welcome for him in 
Puerto Rico. When other Puerto Rican 
political prisoners were released earlier 
— including Lolita Lebron, Rafael Can-
cel Miranda, Oscar Colazo and Carlos 
Alberto Torres — they spoke to sizable 
rallies in Chicago. 

When the delegation arrived at the 
prison to pick him up, López was hold-
ing a Puerto Rican flag, surrounded by 
guards armed with rifles, his daughter 
said. 

“I’m not even allowed to say ‘thanks 
to you’ in the name of my father,” she 
said at the press conference, referring 
to the conditions of silence Washington 
has imposed. “So let me say ‘thanks 
from me.’” 

José López described how his brother 
first became involved in a wide variety 
of struggles in Chicago. He moved there 
from Puerto Rico when he was 14 years 
old. He was later drafted into the U.S. 
Army and sent to Vietnam.  

“Oscar came back to Chicago in 1967, 
the year after one of the largest, if not the 
largest, rebellion of Puerto Ricans in the 
United States, the 12, 13 and 14 of June 
1966,” Oscar’s brother said. “Puerto Ri-
cans said they were no longer going to 
accept being completely marginalized 
from all aspects of what an ordinary 
citizen deserves in a society.” 

“Oscar said that going to Vietnam 
was a mistake, to fight against a people 
who were fighting against colonialism, 
while in this city the police and national 
guard were shooting at Puerto Ricans,” 
José said. 

Although Oscar López’s fight for re-
lease was supported across the political 
spectrum in Puerto Rico, not everyone 
on the island is pleased with his return.

Carmelo Ríos, spokesperson in the 
Puerto Rican Senate for the ruling New 
Progressive Party, currently the major-
ity party, criticized those he charged 
were “exalting” someone who doesn’t 
deserve it. They have forgotten those of 
us “who didn’t go underground to see 
how we could undemocratically over-
throw a government we don’t agree 
with,” he said. 

Workers on the American Airlines 
flight to San Juan had a different atti-
tude. “One of the flight attendants came 
up to Oscar as we were about to land,” 
San Juan Mayor Cruz told the press. 
“She gave him a wing pin and said ‘Bi-
envenido a su casa’ [Welcome home].

“Then the head of the flight attendants 
crew came up and said, ‘It’s an honor to 
have you with us, sir.’” Cruz added.  

by seth galinsky
“The economic situation was already 

pretty difficult before the government’s 
most recent measures,” Ivan Vargas, a 
worker at Puerto Rico’s Water and Sew-
age Authority, said in a phone interview 
from Mayagüez, Puerto Rico, Feb. 13.  

Vargas was one of thousands of 
workers who marched in San Juan 
Feb. 9 to protest the government’s anti-
labor moves outside the annual meet-
ing of the Association of Industrialists 
of Puerto Rico, which was attended by 
representatives of the island’s colonial 
government and Washington’s Finan-
cial Oversight and Management Board 
for Puerto Rico. 

“Many of my co-workers are tempo-
rary workers. Some of them are only 
getting the federal minimum wage of 
$7.25 an hour and minimum benefits,” 
Vargas said. “Little by little, they are 
quitting and heading to the United 
States.” 

One of the largest contingents at the 
march was from the Authentic Inde-
pendent Union at the water authority. 
More than two dozen unions joined the 
action. 

Since taking office in January, Gov. 
Ricardo Rosselló has pushed through 
laws and executive orders to meet the 
demands of the bipartisan Financial 
Oversight Board, appointed by then 
President Barack Obama to ensure pay-
ment to wealthy bondholders of some 
$70 billion owed by the U.S. colony’s 
government agencies. 

Under the Labor Transformation and 
Flexibilization Law adopted in January, 
employers are allowed to increase the 
probation period for new workers from 

90 days to either nine or 12 months. The 
law cuts the Christmas bonus by 50 per-
cent for those with less than one year 
seniority, raises the minimum number 
of hours needed to qualify for vacations 
and sick pay from 115 to 130 hours a 
month, and allows bosses to force em-
ployees to work on Sundays without 
paying overtime. 

To sweeten the attack on labor, the 
law increases paternity leave from five 
to 15 days for some workers. Rosselló 
claims the law will save the government 
$100 million a year. 

Rosselló also signed a law to allow 
the government to privatize additional 
public services, and instructed all gov-
ernment agencies to cut expenses by 10 
percent. 

This is on top of measures by previ-
ous governments that laid off thousands 
of workers, cut pensions and increased 
taxes on working people. 

“The labor reform is disastrous for 
working people,” said José Rodríguez 
Vélez, president of the Union Solidar-
ity Movement (MSS), by phone from 
San Juan. The MSS organizes work-
ers at the Coca Cola and Pepsi bottling 
plants and at La India brewery. “What 
the government is trying to do is create 
divisions in the working class.” 

“Before the new law, workers re-
ceived time and a half after eight hours 
in a day, now they don’t get it until 
they’ve worked 40 hours a week,” Pedro 
Irene Maymí, president of the Authen-
tic Independent Union, told the Militant 
from San Juan. One measure states that 
all government agencies are under “one 
sole employer.” This means “they can 
move workers from one agency to an-

other. Workers will lose their seniority 
rights,” Maymí said.

“The government claims the law will 
create more jobs,” he added. “That’s 
just a pretext to eliminate the benefits 
and protections that workers have.” 

Junta threatens to use ‘many tools’
The fiscal board, also called the jun-

ta, has been pushing Rosselló to make 
deeper cuts. In a Feb. 2 letter, Financial 
Oversight Board Chair José Carrión 
warned the governor that the junta has 
“many tools it can deploy” if it doesn’t 
get what it wants. Among its powers: 
criminal charges against anyone who 
doesn’t cooperate. 

One of the junta’s demands is a 10 
percent cut in pensions to save $200 
million. Pensions on the island average 
$1,100 a month, but more than 38,000 

retired government workers only get 
$500. 

The Puerto Rican economy has con-
tracted 18 percent since a recession be-
gan in 2006. The latest figures show an 
even further decline over the last year, 
including an 8.9 percent drop in work-
ers employed in manufacturing, a 13.6 
percent drop in cement sales, and a 3.1 
percent drop in the number of hours 
worked. 

More protests are planned. Students 
at the University of Puerto Rico are 
holding assemblies on campuses across 
the island to organize against proposed 
cuts in the university budget and steep 
increases in tuition. Unions are organiz-
ing protests for March 8, International 
Women’s Day, and for May Day. 

Many workers are buoyed by the 
return of independence fighter Oscar 
López Rivera to Puerto Rico, although 
he remains under house arrest. López 
will make his first public appearance on 
May 17 when his commuted sentence 
ends.

“I heard about his return during the 
demonstration,” water worker Vargas 
said. “I’ve read a lot about him. He was 
imprisoned for his beliefs. But not all 
my co-workers agree.”

“I tell them what I think. And that he 
is being freed because of pressure not 
just here but internationally. There’s no 
going back.”

Movimiento Independentista Nacional Hostosiano/Luis López

Members of more than two dozen unions rally in San Juan Feb. 9 to protest demands by U.S. 
fiscal board for deeper attacks on workers and colonial government’s anti-labor moves.

Puerto Rico: 
Independence Is a 

Necessity
Rafael Cancel Miranda

In two interviews, 
Puerto Rican 
independence 
fighter Rafael Cancel 
Miranda speaks out 
on the brutal reality 
of U.S. colonial 
domination of 
Puerto Rico. $6

“It’s the Poor 
Who Face the 
Savagery of 
the US ‘Justice’ 
System”
The Cuban Five Talk 
About Their Lives 

Within the US Working Class $15
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on the picket line
Maggie Trowe, Editor

25, 50, and 75 years ago

February 28, 1992
Washington continues to forcibly re-

patriate thousands of Haitians despite 
new revelations of the persecution these 
refugees face upon their return.

On February 11, the U.S. Supreme 
Court once again refused to block the 
forced return of the refugees. The high 
court January 31 lifted a lower court 
injunction that barred their repatriation 
after the Bush administration filed an 
emergency appeal claiming that an ad-
ditional 20,000 Haitians were about to 
flee by boat to the United States. This 
assertion was contradicted by social ser-
vice groups, diplomats, and even the top 
U.S. Coast Guard official in Haiti. 

In its argument before the Supreme 
Court, the Bush administration claimed 
that legal challenges to the forced return 
of Haitians amounts to an “unprec-
edented assault” on the prerogatives of 
the executive branch of government to 
conduct foreign policy. 

February 27, 1967
Union members have little reason to 

take comfort from George Meany’s de-
nial that the AFL-CIO has taken money 
from the CIA. Nor is there any reason 
to give credibility to his assertion that 
he disapproves of unions taking such 
money from the cloak-and-dagger out-
fit. Meany’s statement can best be de-
scribed in CIA jargon — a cover story.

It has been a matter of scandal for 15 
years that Meany’s foreign policy ad-
viser, Jay Lovestone, has collaborated 
with the CIA in its policy of subverting 
so-called communist-led unions abroad. 

In the days when union leaders saw 
their role as fighting to improve the lot 
of the workers they represented, they 
also regarded international activity as 
that of aiding workers in other lands in 
their struggles against employers and 
governments that acted on behalf of the 
employers. The CIA-directed activity 
has been the very opposite. 

February 28, 1942
The British ruling class is now power-

less to stem by force the surging tide of 
Indian emancipation. Freedom for India 
lies within the grasp of the 400 million 
people of that oppressed country.

But what it can no longer successfully 
retain by force, the British ruling class 
now hopes to hold by cunning, by bar-
gaining and by promise.

Feelers are being put forth designed 
to determine how little the British ruling 
class will have to pay for India’s support 
of the war. Downing Street is tendering 
offers of a “great political voice” for the 
people of India, “dominion status” — in 
short, anything but the removal of the 
British yoke from India. 

The struggle for the national inde-
pendence of India is not the battle of 
the Indian masses alone. It is as much 
the struggle of the workers every-
where, and of the British workers in 
particular.

Militant/Bernie Senter

Communications Workers of America members protest outside AT&T wireless store in 
Los Angeles Feb. 11 against job cuts and rising health care costs in fight for new contract. 

AT&T Mobility workers fight 
company concession demands

NEW YORK — “The most important 
issue to me is health care,” Mike Wil-
liams, a cell tower technician for AT&T 
Mobility, told Osborne Hart, Socialist 
Workers Party candidate for mayor in 
New York, when he joined some 100 
Communications Workers of America 
members and others protesting outside 
an AT&T store in midtown Manhat-
tan Feb. 10. The contract for the 21,000 
wireless workers nationwide at AT&T 
Mobility expired the next day. Other 
protests took place across the country. 

“I’m already paying $230 a month for 
insurance for myself, my wife and our 
two kids,” Williams said. AT&T wants 
to steeply increase premiums.  

To avoid paying union wages and 
benefits, the company has been sell-
ing more phones and wireless service 
through “third-party stores,” CWA Lo-
cal 1101 business agent Heather Trainor 
told the Militant. 

Workers inside the store gave thumbs 
up to the protesters and one held up his 
computer tablet which read “CWA.” 
The unionists marched to another store 
on Sixth Avenue. As we passed a group 
of construction workers, they joined in 
chanting, “Every job, a union job.”

— Seth Galinsky

After 1-week strike, autoworkers 
in Wisconsin approve contract

OSHKOSH, Wis. — After a week on 
the picket line, the 60 members of Unit-
ed Auto Workers Local 291 won a new 
contract with AxleTech International 
here. Local members Feb. 12 voted over-
whelming to approve the agreement. 

AxleTech, owned by the Carlyle 
Group, a Washington, D.C.,-based pri-
vate equity outfit, had demanded a steep 
increase in workers’ health care costs. 

A solidarity rally planned for Feb. 11 
was canceled after the tentative agree-
ment was reached the day before. 

“I think the planned rally had an ef-
fect on the company’s willingness to 
give us an acceptable contract,” Bob 
Mitchell, the local president, told the 
Militant. Mitchell is an assembler in the 
plant, which makes axles, vehicle parts 
and military vehicles. 

The company, a major contractor for 
truck maker Oshkosh Corp., has laid 
off workers as orders for its Mine-Re-
sistant Ambush Protected vehicles fell 
when the Barack Obama administration 
wound down the scope of Washington’s 
ongoing wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. 
Bosses dropped 122 workers in 2013-14. 

“Everyday we got more support. 
When it rained, rail workers brought 
us umbrellas,” Mitchell said. “The AF-
SCME local from the University of Wis-
consin, Oshkosh brought us food. 

“UAW members at Kohler walked the 
picket lines with us and firemen brought 
us sandwiches,” he said. “None of our 
members crossed the picket line.”  

“We got an OK deal,” said Russ Rem-
ter, a stockroom worker. “The medi-
cal premiums increased a little. And 
we took a hit on the attendance policy, 
which is now more strict.” 

— Dan Fein

B&H workers fight for union 
contract as boss moves warehouse

NEW YORK — B&H Photo and 
Electronics warehouse workers and 
their supporters rallied outside the com-
pany’s store here Feb. 12 to promote the 

fight for a first union contract. 
B&H informed the United Steelwork-

ers union Jan. 12 that it will soon move 
its operations from two warehouses in 
Brooklyn to one central location in Flor-
ence Township, New Jersey, 75 miles 
away. Taking public transport to get 
there would take hours, workers say. 

After a yearlong fight, the warehouse 
workers in November 2015 voted 200-
88 to join the USW. Since then, the com-
pany has been stalling in negotiations. 

Moving the warehouses is aimed to 
“break the union,” said Miguel, who 
has worked at B&H for 12 years. “They 
should sign a contract for union wages 
and pay moving costs.” 

— Willie Cotton

By Laura Anderson
Rail workers won a victory with a 

U.S. Supreme Court decision Jan. 9 in 
defense of their right to strike when the 
bosses run trains with just a one-person 
crew. 

“The nationwide fight over operat-
ing crew size is far from over,” said 
Dennis Pierce, Brotherhood of Loco-
motive Engineers and Trainmen presi-
dent, in a union newsletter. “But this 
victory helps to ensure that union con-
tracts requiring two crew members are 
enforceable by the union, even to the 
point of a strike.” 

In September 2013 over 100 BLET 
members struck the Wheeling and Lake 
Erie Railway. Workers set up picket lines 
at the railroad’s main terminals in Ohio 
and Pennsylvania, shutting it down. 

Carrier bosses were using manage-
ment personnel to run trains alone in de-
fiance of the union contract. Under con-
voluted and anti-labor provisions of the 
Railway Labor Act, rail workers can’t 
strike if the bosses commit “minor” vio-
lations of their contract. The Wheeling 
and Lake Erie bosses went to court, say-
ing the one-man crew was a minor issue 
and the strike was illegal. 

The high court said no.
“The court decision gives BLET 

members some room to organize against 
other railroad companies that will con-
tinue to press for a single operator of 
a train or run trains with no operator,” 
said Dan Crocker, a locomotive engi-
neer on the Burlington Northern Santa 
Fe working out of Lincoln, Nebraska, 
and president of BLET Division 98. 

Rail bosses have been pushing to 
boost profit rates. Thirty years ago 
union contracts set the crew size at five. 
The bosses have whittled away at this, 
claiming new technologies make it safe 
to eliminate workers.

The July 6, 2013, derailment of a 
Montreal, Maine and Atlantic oil train in 
Lac-Mégantic, Quebec, which exploded 
in flames killing 47 people and destroy-
ing the center of the town, brought the 
dangers of the one-person crew to at-
tention all across North America. Un-
der special dispensation from Transport 
Canada, the train was crewed by a single 
person, engineer Tom Harding.

Harding, along with train controller 
Richard Labrie, has faced a ferocious 
anti-worker campaign by the rail bosses 
and Canadian government to blame him 
instead of the bosses. The rail workers 
each face 47 frame-up charges for the 
disaster and a possible life sentence. 
Their trial is set for September 2017.

“The WLE bankrolled Ed Bur-
khardt’s failed one-person operation on 
the Montreal, Maine and Atlantic to the 
tune of a $25 million loan,” Pierce said 
when union members went on strike 
against the U.S. carrier. 

Resistance to the one-person crew 
exploded Sept. 9, 2014, when SMART 
union members employed by BNSF 
Railway across the western two-thirds 
of the U.S. voted by a clear majority to 
reject the bosses’ proposal to implement 
it on their freight trains. Workers orga-
nized public protests, mobilizing both 
union members and residents who lived 
along the BNSF’s tracks. 

“Two workers on all trains are needed 
to protect rail workers’ safety and the 
general public,” Dan Crocker said. 

“Rail workers that operate the trains 
handle some of the most hazardous ma-
terials that exist, including combustible 
oil and other chemicals,” he said. “As 
advanced technology is developed to 
use inside the cab of the engine to oper-
ate trains, workers can give less human 
attention to what is happening outside 
the cab, to check your train. This is why 
you need more workers not less to oper-
ate a train.” 

Joe Swanson contributed to this article.
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Havana book fair opens
Cuba’s first minister of education di-
rected the revolution’s monumental 
literacy drive, and served for 20 years 
as the country’s minister of culture. To-
day he heads the Office of the José Martí 
Program. Daily events honor Hart’s rev-
olutionary record, and new collections 
of his writings are being presented. 

Revolution expands access to culture
“Education has been one of the high-

est priorities of the revolution,” said Juan 
Rodríguez, president of the Cuban Book 
Institute, at the book fair’s opening cer-
emony. From the beginning, he said, 
Fidel Castro led the efforts to expand 
access to culture in Cuba. This includ-
ed, in 1961, the yearlong campaign that 
brought literacy to some 700,000 adults. 

These themes were developed in a 
two-day book fair program on Cas-
tro’s political leadership. “The biggest 
cultural development in Cuba was the 
revolution itself,” said historian Rolan-
do Rodríguez in one panel discussion. 
“Thanks to Fidel’s leadership we trans-
formed ourselves, from a subjugated 
country with an inferiority complex — 
always looking to the North for direc-
tion — into a free, sovereign, indepen-
dent nation.” 

Rodríguez gave many examples of Fi-
del’s leadership in transforming educa-
tion and the broad cultural level in Cuba. 
Fifty years ago, Rodríguez noted, the 
Cuban leader asked him to head up the 
newly founded Cuban Book Institute, 
part of an effort that established new 
publishing houses and printing plants.

One day, he said, Castro learned 
of plans to build a large new printing 
plant in Santiago de Cuba. He contacted 
Rodríguez and proposed it be built in 
Guantánamo instead. Rodríguez argued 
with Castro, saying it would be much 
more expensive to build a large indus-
trial project in Guantánamo. It simply 
wasn’t possible because Guantánamo 
— one of the poorest and most underde-
veloped provinces in the country before 
the revolution — lacked the necessary 
infrastructure and trained workforce. 
“‘That’s precisely why we need to build 
the plant in Guantánamo,’ Fidel an-
swered, ‘and why you are going to help 
me do it,’” Rodríguez said.

Also on the panel were Fernando 
González, as well as Gerardo Hernán-
dez, another of the revolutionaries 
known worldwide as the Cuban Five. 
González is today vice president of the 

Cuban Institute for Friendship with the 
Peoples (ICAP). Hernández is vice rec-
tor of the Higher Institute for Interna-
tional Relations (ISRI).

Huge turnout to honor Fidel Castro
González highlighted the massive 

turnout by ordinary Cubans at events 
paying tribute to Fidel Castro after his 
death Nov. 25. Especially significant 
was the large participation by youth, 
he said, “because many in these gen-
erations — unlike my generation and 
previous ones — never had direct expe-
rience with our commander in chief in 
the leadership of the country: orienting, 
educating, persuading.”

There is “perhaps no figure in the 
world against whom the imperial-
ists have invested greater resources to 
denigrate and attack” than Fidel Cas-
tro, Hernández said. Yet “Fidel’s image 
remains untarnished among millions 
around the world.”

Hernández told of his discussions 
with fellow inmates in U.S. maximum 
security prisons, where he served more 
than 16 years. “There were quite a few 
who could not locate Cuba on a map but 
they knew who Fidel was.” A frequent 
comment was, “I don’t know much 
about politics, but Fidel really stood up 
to the American government.”

“For revolutionaries and rebels around 
the world,” Hernández concluded, “Fi-
del will always be an example.”

Since the opening day of the book 
fair, communist workers at the Path-
finder Press stand have talked with 
many students, workers and others who 
recounted how they took to the streets to 
pay tribute to Fidel after his death. “We 
were responding to the international 
press that said the revolution doesn’t 

have support among young people,” 
Yessica Pugh, one of a group of Univer-
sity of Havana students at the fair, told 
the Militant. 

Many who visited the Pathfinder 
booth said proudly that they were among 
the 6 million Cubans across the island 
who signed a pledge to continue defend-
ing the revolution.

The fair in Havana continues through 
Feb. 19.
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Havana International Book Fair fea-
tures numerous presentations and 
other events. Above, René González 
Barrios, president of Institute of 
History, signs his book on 20th cen-
tury struggles against U.S. interven-
tion in Latin America Feb. 12. Right, 
display of books Fidel Castro read 
during revolutionary struggle to bring 
down U.S.-backed dictatorship. 

ecutive order broadening the scope of 
who they can go after. “Big cities tend 
to have a lot of illegal immigrants,” one 
immigration official told the Washing-
ton Post. They’re “a target-rich environ-
ment.” 

In the largest action to date, more than 
20,000 people marched in Milwaukee 
Feb. 13 protesting the raids, the exclu-
sion of refugees and immigrants based 
on their religion or national origins, and 
moves by Milwaukee County Sheriff 
David Clarke to allow his deputies to act 
as federal immigration cops. 

Protesters came from all over the state 
in what Voces de la Frontera, which or-
ganized the action, called a “Day With-
out Latinos, Immigrants, and Refugees.” 
According to the group, more than 150 
farms, factories, restaurants and other 
businesses across the state closed down 
in what was in part a one-day strike 
against the anti-immigrant moves. 

“I don’t want to be deported. I work 
for people and society and it’s unfair 
to get kicked out, ” Eliseo Rivera, a 
30-year-old restaurant cook, told So-
cialist Workers Party members as they 

Protesters demand ‘Stop the raids!’

Interest builds in joining May Day brigade to Cuba

  For further reading

Aldabonazo
Inside the Cuban Revolutionary Underground, 1952-58
Armando Hart
In this firsthand account by a historic leader of the Cuban 
Revolution, we meet men and women who led the urban 
underground in the fight against the U.S.-backed Batista 
tyranny. Together with their comrades-in-arms in the 
Rebel Army, their actions and example worldwide changed 
the history of the 20th century — and the 
century to come. Also in Spanish.   $25 

for complete catalogue visit: 
www.pathfinderpress.com

Cuba & Angola: The War for Freedom
Harry Villegas (“Pombo”)

The story of Cuba’s unparalleled contribution to the fight to 
free Africa from the scourge of apartheid. And how, in the 

doing, Cuba’s socialist revolution was also strengthened.  
Also in Spanish.    $10

BY OSBORNE HART
The first-ever U.S. contingent for the 

12th May Day International Brigade 
to Cuba is picking up interest and par-
ticipation. Individuals from Philadel-
phia, Chicago, Seattle and other places 
are preparing to take advantage of this 
unique opportunity to learn more about 
the Cuban Revolution today.

The brigade, sponsored by the Cuban 
Institute for Friendship with the Peoples 
(ICAP), will run from April 24 through 
May 8. Highlights include marching 
with hundreds of thousands of Cubans 
celebrating the revolution May 1 and 
joining in an International Meeting in 
Solidarity with Cuba the next day. The 
cost is $512 plus air fare to Cuba.

Ian McShea, a 25-year-old construc-
tion worker from Philadelphia, said he 
plans to go “to learn for myself so I can 
better defend the revolution.” 

“I’ve been reading a couple of books 
about the Cuban Revolution,” McShea 
told the Militant. These include Path-

finder’s new book Cuba and Angola: 
The War for Freedom and Cuba and the 
Coming American Revolution. 

“I first heard about the May Day trip 
at a meeting of the Cuba group here,” 
said Samir Qaisar from Chicago, “and 
from attending Militant Labor Forums.” 

“I want to know more about how the 
Cubans won their national liberation,” 
he said, “and how Fidel Castro led the 
revolution and built the Cuban Commu-
nist Party. Right now I’m studying The 
First and Second Declarations of Ha-
vana, and Che Guevara’s Socialism and 
Man in Cuba.”

The brigade starts with doing agricul-
tural work for several mornings along-
side Cubans, discussing politics with 
other brigade members from around the 
world, and touring Havana, Santa Clara, 
schools and medical facilities. 

After the May Day events in Havana, 
participants have two options. One is to 
travel to the provinces of Cienfuegos 
and Villa Clara and learn about the his-
tory of the revolution there. 

The other, at an additional cost, is to  
attend the May 4-6 Fifth Seminar for 
Peace and for the Abolition of Foreign 

Military Bases in Guantánamo. This 
town abuts the Guantánamo naval base, 
illegally occupied by the U.S. Navy 
since 1903, and, since 2002, home of 
Washington’s notorious military prison. 

The May Day brigade is dedicated to 
Fidel Castro and Che Guevara. Castro, 
the central leader of the July 26th Move-
ment, which overthrew the U.S.-backed 
Fulgencio Batista government in the 
1959 revolution, died last November. 
Guevara was killed 50 years ago by the 
CIA and Bolivian military while help-
ing lead a guerrilla struggle against the 
dictatorship there. 

Since 1959, every Democratic and 
Republican administration in Washing-
ton has worked to overthrow the Cuban 
Revolution. After the Barack Obama 
administration re-established diplo-
matic relations with the island in 2015, 
Washington continued its crippling 
economic embargo and occupation of 
Guantánamo. 

The Chicago Cuba Coalition is orga-
nizing arrangements for U.S. brigade 
participants. For more information, con-
tact the coalition at (312) 952-2618 or 
email: ICanGoToCuba@gmail.com. 



Cuba’s internationalism was born with revolution
Below is an excerpt from the new 

book Cuba and Angola: The War for 
Freedom, an interview with Harry Vil-
legas, a brigadier general of Cuba’s 
Revolutionary Armed Forces. Villegas 
is known the world over as “Pombo,” 
the nom de guerre given him by Er-
nesto Che Guevara. This selection is 
from the first chapter, “Our Interna-
tionalism in Africa was Born with the 
Cuban Revolution.” Copyright © 2017 
by Pathfinder Press. Reprinted by per-
mission.

Mary-Alice Waters: At a mass rally 
in the city of Matanzas, Cuba, on July 
26, 1991, Nelson Mandela, leader of the 
South African freedom struggle, paid 

How did Cuba’s participation 
in Angola’s  liberation strug-
gle begin?

Harry Villegas: We have to place 
the Cuban mission in Angola within a 
broader framework. As Fidel has said, 
for  us internationalism is paying our 
debt to humanity. Many of us in Cuba 
are of African descent. Thousands of 
Africans and their descendants partici-
pated in our struggles against slavery 
and for independence.

Cuban  internationalism in Africa 
begins with the first years of the Cu-
ban Revolution. It begins in Algeria. In 
1961, when the Algerian people were 
fighting for independence from France, 
Cuba sent them a shipload of weapons.

Independence was won in 1962. The 
first thing we did was to send volunteer 
doctors and other medical personnel. 
That was in 1963.

Later that same year, when the Mo-
roccan regime, backed by the US, at-
tacked Algeria,  we sent soldiers and 
military equipment to defend the new-
ly independent government. We didn’t 
have to fight there; our strategy was 
deterrence. When the Moroccans saw 
we were in Algeria,  they pulled out. 
Later, when we withdrew our troops, 
we left our tanks with the Algerians for 
their defense.

Mission in Congo, 1965
Waters: Ten years before Cuba’s in-

ternationalist mission in Angola, revo-
lutionary leader Ernesto Che Gue-
vara led a column of 128 Cuban com-
batants to the eastern Congo  to 
help  independence forces fighting the 
pro-imperialist regime in that country. 
You were one of them, and served on 
the general staff.

Villegas: In early 1965 while on 
a tour of several African  countries 
Che visited Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. 
There he met with leaders of the Con-
golese revolutionary movement. It was 
agreed that Cuba would send instruc-
tors to support  that movement. Che 
led the column, which fought along-
side  those forces for several months, 
from April to November 1965.

A few weeks earlier Che had visited 
Congo-Brazzaville, where he met with 
Agostinho Neto and other leaders of 
the MPLA (Popular Movement for the 

Liberation of Angola). Angola was still 
a Portuguese colony at the time. They 
reached  agreement that Cuba would 
give military training to MPLA cadres 
in their independence struggle.

A column of Cuban combatants was 
sent to Congo- Brazzaville in 1965. It 
was led by Jorge Risquet; the military 
commander  was Rolando Kindelán. 
That unit helped defend the govern-
ment of Congo-Brazzaville, which was 
threatened by the proimperialist  re-
gime in the Congo  of Mobutu Sese 
Seko. It also trained the guerrilla fight-
ers who subsequently became the Peo-
ple’s Armed Forces for the Liberation 
of Angola (FAPLA). ...

Róger Calero : How do you assess 
the experience of Che’s column in the 
Congo?

Villegas: The Congo was a tremen-
dous experience for all of us. We went 
there in April 1965 not to lead the war 
but to train and advise Congolese com-
batants in the liberated zones in  the 
eastern part of the country. Fighting 
alongside them, we  took part in am-

bushes and several important battles.
It was a complex situation, however. 

The Congolese  leaders  weren’t there 
with their troops; they were living in 
other countries. In the end, they decid-
ed to end combat operations. We left in 
November 1965.

Waters: In his book Episodes of 
the Revolutionary  War: Congo,  Che 
explains that before arriving there, he 
and the rest of the Cuban  leadership 
knew very little about the economic 

and  social  conditions of the 
Congo. He says, for example, 
that they  weren’t aware that 
in much of central Africa 
land was not  private proper-
ty. Unlike Cuba and the rest 
of Latin  America,  peasants 
fighting for land to cultivate 
weren’t a driving force of the 
class struggle.

Villegas: Yes, as Che 
pointed out in his diary, there 
was no concept of land owner-
ship in the Congo. The mode 
of production  and relations 
among families were differ-
ent from Cuba and elsewhere 

in Latin  America.  Tribalism existed. 
A  big part of the population looked 
to their tribe, and to the divisions co-
lonialism had created, rather than to 
a nation. All  these things have to be 
looked at concretely. There’s no sin-
gle script for the whole world and for 
all moments in history.

Che concluded that the economic, 
social,  and political conditions  didn’t 
yet exist in that part of Africa to carry 
out a  revolutionary struggle  against 
imperialism — and might not  for an-
other twenty years.

In fact, a little more than two de-
cades after Che made the commitment 
to help the MPLA, a historic victory 
was won when the invading South Af-
rican army was defeated at Cuito Cua-
navale  in 1988, securing Angola’s  in-
dependence. So, when Cuba responded 
to Neto’s request in 1975 to send Cu-
ban combatants to Angola, we already 
had a ten-year history of working with 
the MPLA. We had already been in 
Angola  helping their independence 
struggle.
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EXCERPT FROM 

CUBA AND ANGOLA:  
THE WAR FOR FREEDOM

tribute to the Cuban people. Mandela 
had been released from prison only a 
year earlier,  after some twenty-seven 
years behind the bars of the white-su-
premacist apartheid regime.

Let me begin by reading a few para-
graphs of what Mandela said to the tens 
of thousands of Cubans assembled in 
Matanzas, and to the world:

It was in prison when I first heard 
of the massive  assistance that the 
Cuban  internationalist forces pro-
vided the people of Angola, on such 
a scale that one hesitated to believe, 
when the Angolans came under com-
bined attack  of South Africa, CIA-
financed FNLA, mercenary, UNI-
TA, and Zairean troops in 1975.

We in Africa are used to being vic-
tims of countries wanting to carve up 
our territory and subvert our  sover-
eignty. It is unparalleled in African 
history to have another people rise to 
the defense of one of us.

We know also that this was a popu-
lar action in Cuba. We are aware that 
those who fought and died in An-
gola were only a small proportion of 
those who volunteered.

For the Cuban people, internation-
alism is not merely a word but some-
thing we have seen practiced to the 
benefit  of large sections of human-
kind.

Pombo, you were one of the Cu-
bans who led that unparalleled action 
spanning sixteen years, from 1975 to 
1991. During  those years, more than 
four hundred thousand Cuban men and 
women went to Angola as internation-
alist volunteers. They not only helped 
the Angolan people defend their inde-
pendence  against invading forces of 
the white supremacist  regime. They 
helped the people of Namibia win 
their independence from South Africa. 
And their actions added to the massive 
revolutionary upsurge of the South 
African people  that put an end to the 
apartheid regime.

In short, as Nelson Mandela de-
clared in Matanzas in 1991, these vic-
tories made possible by Cuban  soli-
darity changed the  course of history 
in Africa and the world. Today, how-
ever, this history is little known among 
working people and youth in the Unit-
ed States. It is little known among sev-
eral generations of  youth in Africa, 
and even here in Cuba the memory is 
fading.

Above, Tricontinental

“For the Cuban people, international-
ism is not merely a word,” said South 
African revolutionary leader Nelson 
Mandela. Right, Mandela with Cuban 
President Fidel Castro in Matanzas, 
Cuba, 1991. Above, Ernesto Che 
Guevara, right, and other Cuban vol-
unteers participating in fight against 
pro-imperialist regime in Congo, 1965. 
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Below is an excerpt from a televi-
sion interview with Cuban President 
Fidel Castro, conducted in Havana by 
Robert MacNeil and televised on the 
MacNeil/Lehrer NewsHour in Feb-
ruary 1985. The four-part interview, 
which was broadcast twice in the U.S., 
generated considerable debate and dis-
cussion. Castro’s defense of the Cuban 
Revolution made a positive impression 
on many people, and the effect of the in-
terview helped undermine Washington’s 
anti-Cuba propaganda campaign. War 
and Crisis in the Americas, one of Path-
finder’s Books of the Month for Febru-
ary, contains this interview and others, 
along with speeches by Castro between 
December 1983 and March 1985. Copy-
right © 1985 by Pathfinder Press. Re-
printed by permission.

macneil: White House spokesman 
Larry Speakes said that one of the ob-
stacles the Reagan administration 
sees  to improved relations with Castro 
is what Speakes called  violations of 
human rights in Cuba. I asked Castro 
about that.

castro: What are the violations of 
human rights in Cuba? Tell me. Which 
ones? Invent one. Do we have disap-
peared people here? Look, if the Unit-
ed States —

macneil: Well, let me give you an 

example of what he said. For instance, 
human rights organizations, like Am-
nesty  International,  estimate that you 
have up to 1,000 political prisoners still 
in your jails here. Do you have political 
prisoners still in jail in Cuba?

castro: Yes, we have them. We have a 
few hundred political prisoners. Is that a 
violation of human rights?

macneil: In democracies it is consid-
ered a violation of human rights to im-
prison somebody for his political beliefs.

castro: I will give you an example. In 
Spain there are many Basque national-
ists in prison. They’re not political pris-
oners? What are they? Because you 
also have to analyze what is a political 
prisoner and what is not a political pris-
oner. Now then, those who committed 
crimes during Batista’s  time, did we 
have the right to put them on trial or not? 
Okay. Those who invaded Cuba through 
Playa Girón. Did we have the right to try 
them or not? Those who became CIA 
agents, those who placed bombs, those 
who brought about the deaths of peas-
ants, workers, teachers. Do we have the 
right to bring them to trial or not? Those 
who, in agreement with a foreign power 
like the United  States and backed by 
the United  States and inspired by the 
United States, conspired in our country 
and who struggle and fight against our 
people in this revolution — because this 
revolution is not of a minority; this is a 
revolution of the overwhelming majority 
of people. What are these people? What 
are they? Political  prisoners?  Those 

who have infiltrated through our coasts, 
those who have been trained by the CIA 
to kill, to place bombs: Do we have the 
right to bring them to trial or not? Are 
they political prisoners? They’re some-
thing more than political  prisoners. 
They’re traitors to the homeland.

macneil: Is there anybody in jail sim-
ply because of his political beliefs — be-
cause he dissents from you politically?

castro: No one is in prison because 
of either their political or religious be-
liefs. …

macneil: May I raise a point? Your 
system, which you say works very well, 
it does presuppose that the leadership of 
the country, you, are always right, that 
you are infallible. Is that not so?

castro: No, it does not presuppose 
that, because we are  not as dogmatic 
as the church, although we have been 
dogmatic, and we have never preached a 
personality cult. You will not see a stat-
ue of me anywhere, nor a school with 
my name, nor a street, nor a little town, 
nor any type of personality  cult be-
cause we have not taught our people to 
believe, but to think, to reason out. We 
have a people who think, not a people 
who believe, but rather who reason out, 
who think. And they might either agree 
or disagree with me.  In general  the 
overwhelming majority have agreed. 
Why?  Because we have always been 
honest; we have always told  them the 
truth. The people know that the govern-
ment has never told them a lie. And I ask 
you to go to the world, tour the world, 

and go to the United States and ask if 
they can say what I can say, that I have 
never told a lie to the people. And these 
are the reasons why there is confidence. 
Not because I have become a statue or 
an idol but rather simply because of the 
fact that they trust me. And I have very, 
very few prerogatives in this country. I 
do not appoint ministers  or vice-min-
isters or directors of ministries or am-
bassadors. I don’t appoint anybody, and 
that’s the way it is. We have a system, a 
system for the selection of cadre based 
on their capacity, etc. I have less power, 
100 times less power than the president 
of the United States, who can even de-
clare war and nuclear war.

macneil: But doesn’t the system mean 
that the revolution is always right?

castro: You, when you had your in-
dependence war you did not even free 
the slaves and yet you said you were 
a  democratic country. For 150 years, 
you did not even allow  the Black man 
to be part of a baseball team or a bas-
ketball team, to enter a club, to go to a 
white children’s school. And you said it 
was a democracy. None of those things 
exists here — neither racial discrimina-
tion nor discrimination due to sex. It is 
the most fair, egalitarian society there 
has ever been in this hemisphere. So we 
consider it to be superior to yours. But 
you believe that yours is the best without 
any  discussion whatsoever. Although 
there might be multimillionaires  and 
people barefoot begging in the streets, 
without any homes, people unemployed. 
And you believe it’s perfect,  because 
you believe things. 

I don’t think that type of society is 
perfect, really, I think  that ours is bet-
ter. We have defended it better. It is a 
more  just society and we believe in it. 
Now, we make mistakes, but whenever 
we make a mistake we have the cour-
age to explain it. We have the courage to 
admit it, to recognize it, acknowledge it, 
to criticize it. I believe that very few — 
that there are probably few people like 
the leaders of a revolution who are able 
to acknowledge their mistakes. And I 
first of all acknowledge it before myself 
because first of all I am  more critical 
with myself than with anybody else. But 
I’m critical before my people, critical be-
fore the world, the U.S., everybody. Far 
from — but don’t worry. If this analy-
sis had not been correct, the revolution 
would not be in power. The revolution 
would not be in power. 
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2016 May Day march in Havana in support of 
Cuban Revolution. Inset, Robert MacNeil in-
terviews Fidel Castro. Cuba has a “most fair 
and egalitarian society,” unlike U.S., which has 
both ”multimillionaires and people begging in 
the streets, without any homes,” said Castro.



Defend abortion rights, state by state!

The Militant   February 27, 2017            9

SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY STATEMENT ‘Stop the raids!’

‘Amnesty now!’ says SWP candidate in LA

Continued from page 6

‘Militant’ Prisoners’ Fund
The Prisoners’ Fund makes it pos-
sible to send prisoners reduced rate 
subscriptions. To donate, send a 
check or money order payable to 
the Militant and earmarked “Prison-
ers’ Fund” to 306 W. 37th St., 13th 
Floor, New York, NY 10018. 

LETTERS

The letters column is an open 
forum on subjects of interest to 
working people. Please keep your 
letters brief. Where necessary they 
will be abridged. Please indicate 
if you prefer that your initials be 
used rather than your full name.

Continued from front page

Protest Jew-hatred
The New York meeting to cel-

ebrate the life of Fidel Castro was a 
rousing, standing-room-only event 
that enthusiastically gave tribute to 
one of our greatest leaders.

One flaw in the event, though, 
occurred when pianist Dayramir 
González, who performed there, 
gave extended remarks. At one point 
while talking about the problem of 
rising rents, he referred to how all 
the money was going “to the top 1 
percent, the Jews.” It was a shock-
ing thing to hear, and there was an 
audible gasp from a section of the 
audience. No one from the speak-
ers platform answered this remark. 
I hope people spoke to the musician 
afterward and explained the danger 
to the working class in Jew-baiting.
Craig Honts
New York, New York

Editor’s note — Thank you for not-
ing the jarring anti-Semitic com-
ment at the meeting to celebrate the 
life and political contributions of 
Fidel Castro. I was there, but didn’t 
hear much of the program as I was 
involved in the defense. I agree oth-
er speakers or the program organiz-
ers should have disassociated the 
event from González’s comments. 
Such remarks are particularly out-
rageous at a meeting in tribute to 
Fidel Castro, who was outspoken 

against Jew-hatred and in favor of 
the right of Israel to exist. “I don’t 
think anyone has been slandered 
more than the Jews,” Castro said in 
a 2010 Atlantic magazine interview. 
Taking issue with comments by then 
president of Iran Mahmoud Ahma-
dinejad, who denied the fact of the 
Holocaust, Castro “explained why 
the Iranian government would better 
serve the cause of peace by acknowl-
edging the ‘unique’ history of anti-
Semitism and trying to understand 
why Israelis fear for their existence.” 
John Studer

ers Party candidate for mayor of Los Angeles, was 
marching in the action that day too.  

Government agents arrested 161 people from the 
Los Angeles area.

As Castro left the protest, she told Richter, “I’ll be 
staying in touch so we can discuss more politics.” 

Chants of “Stop the deportations” were nearly 
drowned out by horns honking in support from people 
driving. Some found a place to park and joined in. Nu-
merous people complimented Richter on his sign that 
said, “Stop the Raids! Amnesty Now!”

The day before, Richter joined a rally of over 100 
union members fighting for a contract in front of an 
AT&T wireless store in Los Angeles. Protests were 
held in San Diego, Bakersfield, San Francisco and 
around the country. The contract covers technicians 
as well as retail and call-center workers employed at 
AT&T’s wireless division. (See article on page 5.)

Dozens of AT&T workers from the company’s tra-
ditional wired phone business joined the rally as did 

many of those working at DirectTV, recently acquired 
by AT&T. The contract for 17,000 wireline workers in 
California and Nevada expired last April. 

Richter offered his solidarity and raised the need for 
the labor movement to fight for unity between native-
born and those without papers accepted by the govern-
ment in Washington.

“We call for amnesty for all immigrants in the U.S. 
today,” Richter told rally participants. “There are 1 
million immigrants without papers in the Los Angeles 
area. If we organize them with the same rights, think 
what we could accomplish in building strong unions.”

“We need an amnesty plan like they had under 
Reagan,” Nathan Atchison, a wireline worker, told 
Richter.

“We need to rebuild a fighting labor movement that 
includes all workers, those with or without papers,” 
Richter said. He pointed to the powerful mobili-
zations led by immigrant workers that took place 
across the country on May Day in 2006 that de-
feated the anti-working-class Sensenbrenner Bill. 

marched together. 
“Doesn’t matter if you’re from China, doesn’t mat-

ter if you’re from Puerto Rico or from Mexico, we all 
stand together as one because we believe that we are 
the people,” Luis Ortega told WBAY-TV News. 

SWP candidates: ‘Amnesty now!’
“The truth is that the capitalists want undocument-

ed workers to come to the U.S., because they can be 
pressured into a pariah status and superexploited, to 
drive down the value of all our labor power,” Osborne 
Hart, Socialist Workers Party candidate for mayor of 
New York, told workers at a Feb. 14 protest there. 

“Trump’s measures, like those of Obama, Bush and 
Clinton before him, are not designed to stop the flow 
of immigrant labor, but to regulate it and to divide the 
working class,” he said.

“That’s why protests that say ‘Stop the Raids. Am-
nesty now!’ are so important,” Hart said. “Our trade 
unions should organize everyone with or without pa-
pers into the unions. Together we can fight more ef-
fectively for better wages, working conditions and job 
safety. We should champion demands and protests that 
advance the unity of the working class.”

Court upholds injunction
A three-judge panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for 

the Ninth Circuit in a unanimous vote Feb. 9 upheld 
an injunction by a federal district court in Washington 
state staying Trump’s Jan. 27 executive order, which 
imposed a three-month ban on all travelers from seven 
mostly Muslim countries, a four-month moratorium on 
admitting refugees from any country and an indefinite 
ban on Syrian refugees. After nationwide protests, the 
White House backed off a little, saying the ban didn’t 
apply to permanent U.S. residents. 

“We oppose Trump’s blanket ban on refugees and 
visitors from seven countries. No one should be penal-
ized because of their religious beliefs or background, 
their political views or their country of origin,” Hart 
said. “At the same time the slogan raised by many lib-
erals and middle-class leftists to tear down the wall 
and open the border is utopian and dangerous. If en-
acted, such moves would sharply increase joblessness 
and competition among workers, and deal blows to the 
unity of the working class.”

Lawyers for the state of Washington charged that 
the executive order was intended as a “Muslim ban.” 

While agreeing with government lawyers that the 
president has wide powers on immigration, the Ap-
peals Court ruled that his decisions are subject to re-
view. And, they said, anyone residing in the United 
States, regardless of whether or not their presence is 
“lawful,” has a right to due process. 

The White House is considering rewriting the ex-
ecutive order with a clearer focus, but has not ruled out 
pursuing appeals of the court ruling. 

Trump’s Jan. 25 executive order broadening ICE 
raids has not been challenged in court.

Protests pushed back factory raids
Until 2008, one of the main ways the U.S. gov-

ernment tried to instill fear in workers without pa-
pers was through factory raids. But after millions 
of immigrant workers went on strike and protested 
on May 1, 2006, against an anti-immigrant bill 
then in the U.S. Congress, factory raids became 
more and more unpopular among broad sections of 
the working class. 

They were increasingly met with protests that unit-
ed Black, Caucasian and Latino workers. The last ma-
jor factory raid was in Postville, Iowa, in 2008. 

The U.S. government shifted gears, ending factory 
raids and relying more on operations targeting “crimi-
nal aliens,” E-Verify, and immigration “audits” to force 
bosses to fire workers without papers. Some sweeps 
under Obama detained over 2,000 immigrants. 

In Obama’s second term, deporting undocumented 
workers with felonies or “significant” misdemeanors 
was proclaimed ICE’s top priority. 

Trump’s executive order says U.S. policy is to detain 
all individuals who violate federal immigration law. 
Despite this, the recent raids were largely carried out 
under Obama administration guidelines. 

Dan Fein and Samir Qaisar contributed to this ar-
ticle from Milwaukee. 

The following statement was issued Feb. 15 by 
Osborne Hart, Socialist Workers Party candidate 
for mayor of New York. 

Thousands of women and men across the United 
States, many of them young, turned out Feb. 11 in de-
fense of a woman’s right to choose abortion, countering 
a nationwide campaign targeting Planned Parenthood. 
These actions demonstrated the possibility — and ne-
cessity — of organizing a broad public campaign of 
action, state by state, to push back the growing array 
of restrictions on women exercising their fundamental 
right to control their own bodies. 

Since the 1973 Roe v. Wade Supreme Court ruling 
decriminalizing abortion, this question has been at the 
center of assaults on the social and economic gains of 
women, part of the capitalist rulers’ broader attacks 
on the rights and living conditions of working people. 
Growing restrictions on access to abortion and laws 
forcing clinics to close especially affect working-class 
women and those living in rural areas. 

These attacks have “been made easier by the char-
acter and content of the 1973 court ruling,” notes 
Jack Barnes, national secretary of the Socialist Work-
ers Party, in The Clintons’ Anti-Working-Class Re-
cord: Why Washington Fears Working People. “Roe 
v. Wade was based not on a woman’s right ‘to equal 
protection of the laws’ guaranteed by the Fourteenth 
Amendment to the Constitution, but on medical crite-
ria instead. During the first three months (‘trimester’), 
the court ruled, the decision to terminate a pregnancy 
‘must be left to the medical judgment of a pregnant 

woman’s attending physician’ (not to the woman her-
self, but to a doctor!). 

“At the same time, the court allowed state govern-
ments to ban most abortions after ‘viability,’ ... some-
thing that medical advances inevitably make earlier 
and earlier in the pregnancy.” 

The Socialist Workers Party has a proud record in 
the fight for women’s right to choose abortion. That de-
mand, so basic to winning real social equality, became 
central to the wave of struggles for women’s rights that 
grew out of the victories won in the streets in the 1950s 
and ’60s by millions of fighters for Black rights. 

“I propose a constitutional amendment to write Roe 
v. Wade into the New York State Constitution,” Dem-
ocratic Gov. Andrew Cuomo told participants in a Jan. 
30 rally for Planned Parenthood in New York. But this 
would further weaken protection of a woman’s right 
to choose! 

As protests demanding the right to choose began to 
spread, abortion was decriminalized in New York in 
1970. This removed all restrictions on women’s con-
trol over their bodies. Cuomo’s move to enshrine Roe 
v. Wade, with its strictures on women’s rights, in the 
state constitution is a stark warning of the need to de-
bate out the road forward and to fight state by state for 
equal protection of the law. 

And it underscores the importance of mobilizing in 
the streets as opposed to pressure by bourgeois femi-
nists to keep quiet and rely on capitalist politicians, 
especially in the Democratic Party!

The Socialist Workers Party says: Abortion is a 
woman’s right to choose!
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