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Restaurant worker Stephanie Vasquez speaks with SWP vice-presidential candidate Osborne 
Hart, right, and party member Joel Britton from Oakland Oct. 6 in Turlock, California. 

Editorial

Vote for the Socialist Workers 
Party, the working class party, your 
party on Nov. 8. Join with the party 
to discuss with other workers a way 

forward for our class, before and after 
the election. 

And join us Nov. 3-12 as party mem-
bers along with workers and youth 
we’ve met in recent months use the 
new book The Clintons’ Anti-Work-
ing-Class Record: Why Washington 
Fears Working People to present this 
course in discussions on porches and 
in kitchens, in labor and social strug-
gles. This political work is at the heart 

of the SWP’s activity today.  
Alyson Kennedy, the party’s can-

didate for president, was a coal 
miner and member of the United 
Mine Workers for many years. She 
has helped lead union battles, built 
the fight against police brutality and 
defended a woman’s right to choose 
abortion. Vice-presidential candi-
date Osborne Hart, who has worked 
in meatpacking, on the railroad and 
at Walmart, has opposed imperialist 
wars and fought for Black rights for 
decades. Both champion the Cuban 
Revolution, pointing to the revolu-
tionary internationalist accomplish-
ments of workers and farmers there 
as an example for working-class 

Continued on page 11

bY mark thOmpsON
Iraqi government troops and Kurd-

ish peshmerga forces advanced to-
wards the eastern outskirts of the city 
of Mosul, capturing towns and villag-
es, in the first week of a U.S.-backed 
offensive to wrest control of the city 
from Islamic State. The battle, which 
began Oct. 17, is sharpening conflicts 
between capitalist rivals in the region.  

Some 30,000 Iraqi and Kurdish 
forces, backed by U.S. airstrikes and 
special operations troops, are battling 
some 5,000 Islamic State fighters. Up 
to 1.5 million civilians are estimated 
to be in Mosul.  

At the same time, a Russian aircraft 
carrier headed to the Syrian coast, in-
creasing Moscow’s airstrike capacity 
in support of the regime of Bashar al-
Assad as it battles anti-Assad forces 
in eastern Aleppo.  

As these military moves unfold, 
workers and farmers in the region 
pay the price. In Syria alone half the 

prewar population has been killed or 
driven from their homes. Almost 5 
million have left the country.  

While the regimes and other bour-
geois forces in the region jockey for 
position, seeking to gain backing 

bY emma jOhNsON
Going into its fourth enrollment 

season, President Barack Obama’s 
Affordable Care Act is increasingly 
proving to be an unaffordable noncare 
act for millions of working people. In-
surance premiums for 2017 will rocket 
in many states, and at least 1.4 million 
people will lose the plans they’re cur-
rently buying through the Obamacare 
“exchange” markets.

For the 150 million workers who 
have insurance through their employ-
ers, the situation is also dire. Deduct-
ibles — sums that must be paid out of 
pocket before the insurance kicks in 
— have risen nearly six times faster 
than wages since 2011. Millions more 
are paying a fine for not having insur-
ance.  

While Obamacare made some 
changes workers don’t want to lose, 
such as forbidding health insurance 
companies to refuse an individual 
coverage because of a pre-existing 
health condition, millions are being 

bY jOhN stuDer
NEW YORK — “We’re hurt, we’re 

neighbors,” protesters chanted as 
they marched through the streets of 
the Castle Hill neighborhood in the 
Bronx Oct. 19 against the killing of 
66-year-old Deborah Danner by New 
York Police Department cop Hugh 
Barry. Danner was shot after neigh-
bors called for help when she began 
acting erratically the night before. 

Danner suffered from schizophre-
nia. “Its only ‘saving grace,’ if you 

will,” she wrote four years earlier in 
a poignant essay, “is that as far as I 
know it’s not a fatal disease.” 

But the cops who answered the dis-
tress call were fatal. Claiming Danner 
was brandishing a bat while naked in 
her bedroom, Barry shot her twice, 
killing her.

Jennifer Danner was outside the 
apartment waiting to help when her 
sister was gunned down. She had 
been there before when authorities 

Above, Scott Heins for Gothamist

Protest in Bronx, New York, Oct. 19, near where cop killed 
Deborah Danner. “As far as I know” schizophrenia “is not a 
fatal disease,” she wrote. But when cops were called while 
she was in distress, they shot her. Inset, Deborah Danner. 

bY paul mailhOt
The Socialist Workers Party Na-

tional Committee has launched a 10-
day political campaign, Nov. 3-12, 
to introduce working people to the 
just-published book The Clintons’ 
Anti-Working-Class Record: Why 
Washington Fears Working People 
by Jack Barnes, the party’s national 
secretary. The SWP is urging work-
ers and young people who’ve met 
party members at their doors or at 
political actions in recent months, 
and who’ve become interested in the 
SWP’s working-class response to the 
capitalist crisis, to join in.

This 10-day campaign is a special, 
concentrated effort that will help 
strengthen the political campaigning 
on porches and doorsteps in working-
class neighborhoods that’s at the cen-
ter of the activity of Socialist Work-
ers Party members day in and day out 
in cities, small towns and rural areas 
across the U.S.

Whichever candidate — Demo-

Vote for and build the 
socialist Workers party!
Join party to challenge capitalist exploiters
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BY EDWIN FRUIT  
AND MARY MARTIN

PORTLAND, Ore. — After five 
weeks of testimony, the trial of broth-
ers Ammon and Ryan Bundy and five 
others who joined the protest occupa-
tion of the Malheur National Wildlife 
Refuge last January drew to a close. 
The jury began its deliberations Oct. 
20. Ammon Bundy organized the civil 
disobedience action to draw atten-
tion to the jailing for the second time 
of Dwight and Steven Hammond, fa-
ther and son cattle ranchers in Harney 
County, on the same frame-up arson 
charges and to protest government pol-
icies that drive ranchers off the land. 

Despite no evidence that the protest-
ers carried out a single violent act, the 
prosecution painted the occupation 
as a violent conspiracy. The govern-
ment’s case centered around the charge 
that protesters conspired to “impede” 
federal employees in the discharge of 
their duties. “These defendants took 
over a wildlife refuge and it wasn’t 
theirs,” prosecutor Ethan Knight said 
in his closing statement. 

The most serious charge, “Use and 
Carry of a Firearm in Relation to a 
Crime of Violence,” was dismissed in 
June. But numerous other rulings by 
U.S. District Judge Anna Brown ham-
pered the defense. She prohibited the 
showing of videos of conversations the 
Bundys had with Oregon ranchers that 
confirmed the character and demands 
of the protest. 

Brown, with few exceptions, barred 
defense lawyers and witnesses from 
mentioning the Jan. 26 police killing 

of protest leader Robert “LaVoy” Fini-
cum. The Bundys, Finicum and others 
had been on the way to a community 
meeting to discuss the protest when 
they were ambushed by the FBI and 
Oregon state police. 

The judge also refused to allow the 
defendants to explain why they thought 
the doctrine of “adverse possession” 
gave them the legal right to occupy the 
refuge as a way of demonstrating that 
the land should not be under federal 
control.  

Despite the deck being stacked 
against them, the defendants showed 
that FBI informants and agent provo-
cateurs had infiltrated the occupation 
and that those involved in the protest 
never told federal employees to stop 
working. It was officials from various 
government agencies who instructed 
employees not to go to the refuge. 

Frame-up of the Oregon ranchers
The occupation began Jan. 2, just 

two days before the Hammonds were 
to return to federal prison after already 
serving time for the same alleged of-
fense. A federal appeals court had 
ruled that the judge in their case did 
not have the authority to sentence them 
to less than the mandatory five-year 
sentences in the 1996 Anti-Terrorism 
and Effective Death Penalty Act. 

The Hammonds — who for decades 
had been fighting U.S. government re-
strictions on their ability to ranch and 
attempts to force them to sell their land 
— had been convicted on frame-up 
charges of arson. They had set con-
trolled burns, a common practice by 

both ranchers and government agen-
cies to protect land from wildfires and 
to clear out invasive plants. 

The Bundys and their supporters 
also saw the occupation as a way to 
protest what many ranchers call “fed-
eral overreach” — rules, regulations, 
fees and other bureaucratic obstacles 
to their use of federal land for grazing 
and watering livestock.  

A thousand ranchers and others vis-
ited the refuge during the occupation. 
Even ranchers who did not agree with 
the action frequently told the press 
that it brought needed attention to the 
frame-up of the Hammonds and the 
U.S. government’s anti-rancher poli-
cies. 

Much of the prosecution’s case cen-
tered on the weapons that some pro-
testers carried during the occupation. 
Knight played a video of up to 10 men 
at the refuge boat launch firing assault 
rifles. “This is not a firing range,” he 
said. “This is inherently intimidating.” 

But it was FBI informant Fabio Mi-
noggio — alias John Killman — who 
organized the target practice, noted 
Marcus Mumford, Ammon Bundy’s 
lawyer. “There were more FBI confi-
dential informants at the refuge than 
there are defendants in this room,” 
Mumford said. The government ad-
mits to having at least nine informants 
at the refuge.    

FBI agents even infiltrated a Mor-
mon Church service that Ryan Bundy 

was attending. And FBI informant 
Mark McConnell was the driver for 
Ammon Bundy the day he was ar-
rested and Finicum was gunned down.   

Indian artifacts not disturbed
The defense was also able to answer 

a slander that the refuge occupation 
was an attack on Native Americans 
and that the protesters had damaged 
Indian artifacts stored there. Sheila 
Warren, an elder with the Siletz tribe 
in Oregon, testified that she went to the 
refuge to find out if accusations were 
true. She said she was welcomed and 
saw the artifacts were not disturbed.   

A handful of supporters of the defen-
dants held a daily vigil near the court-
house during the trial. “We are trying 
to educate people that the Bundys did 
not steal land and the Hammonds did 
not intentionally burn federal land,” 
said John Lamb, a chicken farmer 
from Bozeman, Montana. “I don’t 
know how to run the subway in New 
York City and the federal government 
has no business telling me how to run 
a farm.” 

Talking to workers on their doorsteps 
in northeast Portland, Socialist Workers 
Party members who attended part of the 
trial found a range of views about the 
occupation and charges. “That whole 
thing was a little too radical for me,” 
said Ken Anderson, 49, a printing press 
operator. “But no one should get shot 
for protesting like happened there.”  

Police helicopter video shows Robert “LaVoy” Finicum with hands up moments before cops 
shot and killed him Jan. 26. Finicum, Ammon Bundy and other participants in protest at 
Malheur refuge were headed to community meeting when FBI and state police ambushed 
them. Trial judge prohibited most questions and testimony about killing of Finicum.
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Alyson Kennedy addresses oil workers union

Militant/Mitchel Rosenberg

PHILADELPHIA — Alyson Kennedy, Socialist Workers Party candidate 
for U.S. president, addressed some 30 members of United Steelworkers 
Local 10-1 here after their Oct. 20 union meeting. She expressed solidar-
ity with the local against concessions demanded by CEO Philip Rinaldi on 
behalf of the owners of the Philadelphia Energy Solutions refinery. Rinaldi 
sent a letter to Steelworkers members and nonunion employees Sept. 7 
announcing a 50 percent increase in health care costs and the freezing of 
pensions, both violations of the USW contract.

Kennedy talked about her experiences as a coal miner and member of 
the United Mine Workers of America, and some of the lessons she learned 
fighting off attacks by the coal operators. “The capitalist candidates have 
no solution to the deepening crisis stemming from their falling rate of prof-
it,” she said. “So they attempt to squeeze more from workers and conduct 
their wars to control markets around the world.”  

Following her talk, Kennedy and campaign supporters joined USW 
members for pizza. Three workers got copies of Are They Rich Because 
They’re Smart? to learn more about the party’s program.

— MITCHEL ROSENBERG 
Mitchel Rosenberg is a member of USW Local 10-1.

Socialist Workers 
Party-Building Fund

Sept. 24 - Dec. 7 - Week 4

Area Quota Collected %

Atlanta $11,000 $4,986 45%

Chicago $11,500 $2,445 21%

Lincoln $300 $0 0%

Los Angeles $9,000 $1,129 13%

Miami $3,500 $400 11%

New York $22,500 $6,440 29%

Oakland $15,000 $4,730 32%

Philadelphia $4,500 $500 11%

Seattle $8,000 $1,764 22%

Twin Cities $4,500 $962 21%

Wash., DC $8,500 $450 5%

Other

Total $98,300 $23,806 24%

Should be $100,000 $40,000 40%

Join SWP campaigning! 
Make a donation!

Campaigners for the Socialist Workers Party presi-
dential ticket of Alyson Kennedy and Osborne Hart 
are discussing with workers door to door the world 
crisis of capitalist production and trade, joining pro-
tests against cop brutality and against boss attacks, 
and asking people to join the SWP. 

You can join in these efforts — just get in touch 
with the party in your area, listed on page 4. 

You can also contribute to the $40,000 Cam-
paign Fund that makes this work possible. Contribu-
tions can be made out to Socialist Workers National 
Campaign Committee and sent to 227 W. 29th St., 
6th Floor, New York, NY 10001.

$40,000 needed

$36,228 
raised 
to date

BY SERGIO ZAMBRANA 
AND MAGGIE TROWE

NEW YORK — Socialist Workers 
Party presidential candidate Alyson 
Kennedy campaigned with supporters 
in working-class neighborhoods in New 
York and northern New Jersey during 
her Oct. 15-18 visit here. She also spoke 
with rail workers at Penn Station and 
across the Hudson River at the North 
Bergen, New Jersey, CSX yard.

Jacob Perasso, SWP candidate for 
U.S. Senate from New York, who is a 
freight rail conductor, joined her.

“Some companies think short-term,” 
engineer Mike Crump, 35, told Ken-
nedy. “It makes the numbers look good 
for a while, but costs them more in the 
long-term. You can’t run a freight train 
with a one-man crew.”

“The bosses are doing this in all in-
dustries because of the crisis of the 
capitalist system,” Kennedy responded. 
“They’re trying to increase their rate of 
profit, which has fallen since the 1970s. 
In coal mining they cut corners on safe-
ty, increase production with fewer work-
ers and use the bankruptcy courts to get 
out of health care coverage for retirees.

“We need to change the class in pow-
er. We could use the wealth workers and 
farmers produce to address many of the 
needs around the world. You never hear 
Clinton or Trump say that capitalism is 
the problem.”

Before he left Crump signed up for a 
Militant subscription and set up a time 
to talk more and get the book Are They 
Rich Because They’re Smart? Class, 
Privilege, and Learning Under Capital-
ism by Socialist Workers Party National 
Secretary Jack Barnes.

Amtrak conductor Sean Carter told 
Kennedy a co-worker signed him up for 
a subscription to the Militant, which he 
likes. “Workers are more open to taking 
the paper because of what is happening 
in the world,” Kennedy said. 

“In this system everyone tries to push 
everyone else out of the way,” Carter 
said. “We need to reform everything, 
including how politics is now. Lots of 
people don’t trust the government.”

Going door to door in Ozone Park, 
Queens, Kennedy met John Charlie, 21, 
a union construction worker who said he 
is leaning toward Trump, but with little 
enthusiasm.

“Neither Trump nor Clinton has any 
answers for working people,” Kennedy 
told him. “Trump raises the problems 
workers face, like joblessness, while he 
talks demagogically against the govern-
ment and blames immigrant workers for 
the economic crisis. Clinton says that 
workers are ‘deplorable’ and ‘racist.’”

“I’m not a racist!” Charlie said. “I 
work with workers from Mexico. They 
get $8 an hour, while I get $20 for the 
same work because I’m in a union and 
they aren’t. I feel bad about that. When 
they get sent to work 20 floors up with-
out a safety harness, they do it. I can 
refuse to do unsafe work. It’s getting 
worse all the time.”

“Whoever is elected Nov. 8, nothing 
will change. Clinton and Trump will do 
what the billionaire families want them 
to do,” she continued. “Workers have to 
organize a movement of millions to take 
political power from them and begin to 
build a society based on human solidar-
ity, not the vicious values of capitalism.”

Perasso met Frank Vega while cam-
paigning in part of 
Staten Island that was 
flooded when Hur-
ricane Sandy hit in 
2012. “The first floor 
of all the houses on this 
block were flooded,” 
Vega said. “It took three 
years to get the insur-
ance company to cover 
rebuilding it.” 

Vega, a retired car-
penter who is Puerto Ri-
can, is angry about the 
impact of the capitalist 
crisis on the island. “I 
tried to retire there,” he 
said, “but the cost of liv-
ing is too high.” 

Perasso told Vega 
about the solidarity trip 
he and Kennedy recent-
ly took to Puerto Rico, 
including to the Ponce 

BY EMMA JOHNSON
The political effort to raise $100,000 

for the Socialist Workers Party-Building 
Fund made progress last week. The sum 
collected more than doubled. 

“We already have pledges exceeding 
our goal,” reported Rachele Fruit from 
Atlanta, the area that took the lead last 
week. “From Texas to Alabama to North 
Carolina, workers and other supporters 
of the SWP’s perspective have respond-
ed quickly and with enthusiasm.” 

Along with weekly voluntary sustain-
ers from members, the party-building 
fund is a cornerstone in meeting the 
party’s budget. Many who value the 
long-term stability and integrity of a 
communist party financed by working 
people regularly contribute to the annual 
effort. The fund is also an excellent op-
portunity to explain why workers need 
the SWP in face of an ever-deepening 
capitalist crisis and the necessary fight-
back by working people.

“As we go door to door, a number 
of workers have asked us if they could 
give contributions — some kick in a 
few bucks,” Fruit said. “We have also 
received $12 and $15 donations. As we 
learn to ask people, we’ll get even more.” 

Virginia O’Riley in Charlotte, North 
Carolina, where Keith Scott was shot 

and killed by the cops, sent a note with 
her contribution. “Under capitalism a 
ruling elite decides daily and ruthlessly 
whose lives matter and whose do not,” 
she wrote, expressing support for the 
SWP presidential ticket of Alyson Ken-
nedy and Osborne Hart. 

To join the effort and make a contri-
bution, contact the SWP in your area, 
listed on page 4.

Party-building fund: ‘Going door 
to door, workers ask to contribute’

area he hails from. “I wish more people 
knew about Alyson Kennedy and that 
she had been part of the debates,” Vega 
said. “I don’t like Trump or Clinton. I’m 
going to vote for Kennedy.” 

v

BY EDWIN FRUIT
SNOHOMISH, Wash. — When So-

cialist Workers Party gubernatorial can-
didate Mary Martin spoke at Snohomish 

High School Sept. 27, Tabitha Osborne-
Rich signed up to campaign for Martin 
and the SWP presidential ticket of Aly-
son Kennedy and Osborne Hart.

Osborne-Rich joined Martin knock-
ing on doors here Oct. 24. A Boeing 
aerospace worker named Doug told 
them rent increases are gouging work-
ing people in his neighborhood. He 
blamed Republicans for the worsening 

Militant/Clay Dennison

Pat Scott, center, and SWP candidate for governor Mary Martin 
discuss with retired postal worker Jim Kirwan why workers need 
own party while campaigning in Federal Way, Wash., Oct. 22.

SWP: ‘We need to change class 
in power, build a new society’
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Health crisis for workers
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Deaths in Haiti and the U.S. From Hur-
ricane Matthew: A Capitalist Social Di-
saster. Speaker: Joe Young, Communist 
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Auckland
Celebrate 60th Anniversary of Hun-
garian Revolution. Watch ‘Freedom’s 
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188a Onehunga Mall, Onehunga. Tel.: 
(09) 636-3231.

UNITED KINGDOM
Manchester
Is Socialist Revolution in the U.S. Pos-
sible? Speaker: Hugo Wils, Communist 
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MILITANT 
LABOR 
FORUMS

Where to find distributors of the 
Militant, New International, and a full 
display of Pathfinder books.
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20011. Tel: (202) 536-5080. Email: 
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adversely affected by the program’s 
deepening crisis.

Former President Bill Clinton made 
headlines Oct. 3 when he described 
Obamacare as a “crazy system” where 
more people have insurance, but many 
“wind up with their premiums doubled 
and their coverage cut in half.” By ac-
knowledging what so many workers al-
ready know, he gave Democratic presi-
dential candidate Hillary Clinton an op-
portunity to stress that she’ll “fix what’s 
broken” with the scheme she supports.  

Republican Donald Trump says he 
will scrap Obamacare, and claims he’ll 
increase competition and lower costs by 
lifting regulation on companies selling 
insurance across state lines.  

Both are committed to maintaining 
medical care as a private business. 

“Working people need health care, 
not health insurance,” Socialist Work-
ers Party presidential candidate Alyson 
Kennedy told the Militant Oct. 25. “The 
working class and the union movement 
need to fight for lifetime, universal, gov-
ernment-funded health care for all. The 
so-called Affordable Care Act guaran-
tees superprofits for the insurance, hos-
pital and pharmaceutical capitalists.

“Through our labor, the working 
class, in this country and worldwide, 
produces more than enough wealth to 
provide education, health care, housing, 
and retirement to every human being 
on earth, for a lifetime,” Kennedy con-
tinued. “Workers and farmers in Cuba 
set an example when they took power, 
pulled medical care out of the capitalist 
market and rebuilt it on values of human 
solidarity.”

Workers who have bought insurance 
on the Obamacare exchanges can expect 

an average 25 percent rate 
increase next year. Some 
state officials, including in 
Minnesota, Tennessee and 
Montana, have approved 
hikes more in the range of 
50 percent. While many 
people should see the in-
crease offset by govern-
ment subsidies, some 6 mil-
lion won’t. 

Since Obamacare was 
enacted in 2010 the number 
of people without health in-
surance has dropped from 
48.6 million to 28.6, according to the 
National Center for Health Statistics. 
More than 80 percent of those eligible 
who have incomes below 150 percent of 
the federal poverty level have bought in-
surance on the exchanges. Only 17 per-
cent of eligible workers with incomes 
from three to four times the poverty 
level have enrolled. 

For insurance tycoons this is a prob-
lem: too many people are too poor and 
too sick to make profits on. Insurance 
giants United Health, Humana and Aet-
na quit some exchanges because they 
“contain too many sick customers who 
make claims, and not enough younger, 
healthy ones. This has winnowed profits 
and in some cases pushed the insurers 
into losses,” the Financial Times report-
ed Aug. 30. United Health, the country’s 

largest insurer, pulled out of Obamacare 
in 27 states after losing $475 million on 
that business last year. 

Of the 23 Obamacare co-ops orga-
nized by state governments, 17 have 
closed down. Tennessee’s insurance 
commissioner warns that her state’s ex-
change market is “very near collapse.”

Next year Alabama, Alaska, Okla-
homa, South Carolina and Wyoming 
will have only one insurer, as will one-
third of all counties nationwide, primar-
ily those in rural areas. Pinal County in 
Arizona may end up with none. 

The federal government will impose 
a plan on those who have lost their in-
surer, unless they opt out or select plans 
on their own. 

Four out of five workers who get 
health insurance through employers pay 

deductibles, which rose four times faster 
than the premiums this year to an aver-
age of $1,500. Workers are also paying a 
greater share of the premiums, averag-
ing $5,277 a year toward a family plan. 

A growing number of companies are 
limiting the choices and services, mak-
ing it more expensive or impossible to 
see a doctor outside the plan’s network. 

Various proposals have been floated 
in the election debates and capitalist me-
dia on how to “fix” the system. They in-
clude a public insurance option to com-
pete on the exchanges, further limits on 
what the plans cover, increasing subsi-
dies for the poorest and higher penalties 
for not buying insurance. But none of 
these change the fundamental problem 
that health care is a profit-making com-
modity under capitalism.

Above, increase in average premium payments since 
2006. Right, rise in deductible for health insurance. 
Health insurance costs will skyrocket further next year.

Average worker health premiums

were called to take her sister to the 
hospital. 

Danner’s neighbor Harold Deamues 
saw her shortly before the cops arrived. 
“I knew they were here for her,” he told 
the Gothamist. “They’ve come up at 
least 20 times.” Deamues, his wife and 
their baby daughter were among those 
who joined the protest the next night. 

The case echoes the cop killing of 
Eleanor Bumpurs, another emotionally 
disturbed woman, in 1984. The cops 
were called by the New York City Hous-
ing Authority, which was trying to evict 
Bumpurs because she was behind on her 
rent. Officers stormed her Bronx apart-
ment, said she had a knife, and shot her. 

Bumpurs “was killed by police with a 
shotgun,” Danner wrote in her 2012 es-
say, “because they were not trained suf-
ficiently in how to engage the mentally 
ill in crisis.” 

Shantel Bumpurs, Eleanor’s grand-
daughter, was one of those who spoke 
out against the killing of Danner. “My 
family went through the same troubles 
but nothing has changed,” she told the 
New York Daily News.  

Seeking to defuse protests, both 
Mayor Bill de Blasio and Police Com-
missioner James O’Neill took their dis-
tance from the killing. “Our officers are 
supposed to use deadly force only when 
faced with a dire situation,” de Blasio 
said. “It’s very hard for any of us to see 
that that standard was met.” 

“What is clear in this one instance, we 
failed,” O’Neill said. 

Barry, who was sued twice for police 
brutality in the last four years, has been 
placed on “modified duty.” The Bronx 
district attorney said he will investigate. 

The Patrolmen’s Benevolent Asso-
ciation and other cop groups have cam-
paigned for Barry to be exonerated and 

praised, including putting a full-page ad 
in the Daily News. 

“The cops who shot Deborah Dan-
ner should be charged and prosecuted,” 
Jacob Perasso, Socialist Workers Party 
candidate for U.S. Senate from New 
York, told fellow protesters he spoke 
with at a rally in Newark, New Jersey, 
against police killings Oct. 24. “Pro-
tests against killings like this across the 
country have forced authorities to take 
some steps to rein in their cops. Work-
ing people need to keep joining together 
to demand action.”

Sheila Reid, whose son Jerame was 
killed by Bridgeton, New Jersey, cops 
in 2014, and Hawa Bah, whose son Mo-
hamed was shot dead by NYPD cops in 
2012 after she called for help when he 
was depressed, plan to join Perasso at a 
speakout against the killing of Danner 
at the New York Militant Labor Forum 
Fri., Oct. 28. 
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ON THE PICKET LINE
Maggie Trowe, ediTor

25, 50, AND 75 YEARS AGO

November 8, 1991
Hundreds of thousands of auto work-

ers, nurses, farmers, and other working 
people in France have gone on strike, 
demonstrated, or taken other actions 
during the past weeks to protest the ef-
fects of the economic crisis there. 

Most of the giant Renault auto pro-
duction operations remain shut down. 
The Renault workers’ actions come 
in response to years of attrition on 
the work force. The state-owned auto 
manufacturer has cut back the num-
bers employed from 214,000 in 1983 
to 160,000 by the end of 1989. Dur-
ing this period speedup has meant that 
fewer workers produce the same num-
ber of cars. 

In September Renault announced a 
new plan to cut the number of workers 
by a further 40 percent over the next 
seven years. This has led to a movement 
throughout the Renault plants, coupled 
with demands for higher wages. 

November 7, 1966
The Manila Conference of [U.S. 

President Lyndon] Johnson and his 
Asian puppets has set the stage for a 
new escalation of the Vietnam war. 
This was made crystal clear by John-
son’s “peace” offer.

Stripped of its double-speak ver-
biage, the Johnson “offer” boiled 
down to this. The U.S. says it will pull 
out six months after it is satisfied the 
following conditions have been met: 
All forces of the “other side” have 
been withdrawn from the south. All 
north Vietnamese aid to the guerrilla 
fights has been halted. All “violence” 
in the south has subsided. The south 
Vietnamese dictatorship agrees that 
the U.S. should leave. 

In short, the U.S. will consider 
leaving only after the complete capit-
ulation or crushing of the liberation 
movement. Such aims can only mean 
further escalation of the war. 

November 8, 1941
The Roosevelt administration and 

the steel corporations have failed to 
force the United Mine Workers of 
America, CIO, to accept compulsory 
arbitration as a basis for settlement 
of the strike of 53,000 workers for 
the union shop in the “captive” coal 
mines.

Called on midnight, October 25, 
by UMW President John L. Lewis, in 
spite of Roosevelt’s demand that the 
miners stay on the job and continue 
to work without a contract, the strike 
was temporarily halted on October 30 
under terms of a 15-day truce. 

The refusal of the NDMB [National 
Defense Mediation Board] to take a 
position on the union-shop issue was 
in line with the demands of the steel 
corporations, which are determined 
to establish a precedent for continuing 
the open shop in steel plants employ-
ing over 600,000 workers. 

Help the Militant cover labor struggles around the world!
This column gives a voice to those engaged in battle and building solidarity 

today — including workers locked out by Honeywell, United Gas Workers 
Union members fighting concession demands by Dominion Gas and construction 
workers demanding safe conditions. I invite those involved in workers’ battles to 
contact me at 306 W. 37th St., 13th Floor, New York, NY 10018; or (212) 244-
4899; or themilitant@mac.com. We’ll work together to ensure your story is told.

— Maggie Trowe

Montreal demonstrators: ‘Raise  
minimum wage to $15 an hour’

MONTREAL — Several thousand 
people marched here Oct. 15 demand-
ing the provincial minimum wage be 
raised to 15 Canadian dollars ($11.26) 
an hour from its present level of 
CA$10.75. Quebec’s union federations 
— including the Quebec Federation of 
Labor (FTQ), the Council of National 
Trade Unions (CSN), and the Quebec 
Council of Unions (CSQ) — support-
ed the action and had contingents. 
The value of the Canadian dollar 
has fallen from $1 to 75 cents since 
October 2013. 

Leading the march were workers 
from the Old Port Workers Union 
— Local 10333 of the Public Service 
Alliance of Canada — on strike since 
May 27. On Oct. 5 the unionists nar-
rowly rejected a contract offer recom-
mended by their negotiating commit-
tee. “Nearly half the Old Port work-
ers earn less than CA$15 an hour,” 
union representative Jacques Fontaine 
told the Militant. He said workers in 
Canada were inspired by the gains of 
the fight for $15 in the U.S. 

Student organizations and other 
groups joined the demonstration. 
Many carried placards for the “5-10-
15” campaign promoted by the CSQ 
that demanded bosses give workers 
five days advance notice on sched-
ules, 10 paid days for sickness or fam-
ily responsibilities, as well as CA$15 
an hour minimum wage. 

“I heard about this demonstration 
this morning on the radio and decided 
to come,” a teacher told the Militant. 
Passersby also joined the march. 

Bosses organizations are publicly 
campaigning against the CA$15 mini-

mum wage. The Canadian Federation 
of Independent Enterprises and the 
Quebec Employers Council argue 
that the increase undermines the prof-
itability of their members and could 
lead to higher unemployment. 

— Beverly Bernardo

Militant/Jim Upton

Montreal Old Port workers, members of Public Service Alliance of Canada, on strike since 
May 27, lead march in Montreal Oct. 15 demanding $15 an hour provincial minimum wage.

Militant/Eric Simpson

January protest in Paradise, California, against killing of Andrew Thomas by cop Patrick 
Feaster. In February Feaster was fired. He was convicted of involuntary manslaughter Oct. 18.

Calif. cop convicted in death of Andrew Thomas
BY BETSEY STONE

OROVILLE, Calif. — Fighters 
against police brutality won a victory 
here Oct. 18 when a jury found former 
Paradise cop Patrick Feaster guilty of 
involuntary manslaughter in the kill-
ing of 26-year-old Andrew Thomas. 
Sentencing will be in December. 

Feaster shot Thomas last Nov. 26 af-

ter the vehicle he was driving crashed 
while Feaster pursued in a patrol car. 
Passenger Darien Ehorn, 23, was 
thrown from the car and died at the 
scene. 

Thomas’ family, friends and op-
ponents of police brutality were in 
the courtroom on the final day of the 
trial. “This cop needs to do some seri-

ous time,” said Gordon Dise, a retired 
heavy equipment operator, explaining 
why he was there. “If Feaster is not 
convicted, it will impact everyone in 
the county.” 

Also present was Lucy Garcia, a for-
mer telephone worker now in her ’80s, 
who participated last winter in protests 
calling for Feaster to be fired and ar-
rested. “I’m so happy about this,” she 
told the Militant upon hearing the 
guilty verdict. 

Footage from the cop car’s dash-
board camera was shown during the 
trial. It shows Feaster jumping out of 
his patrol car at the scene of the crash 
and immediately drawing his gun and 
shooting Thomas as he tries to exit the 
flipped vehicle. 

Then, instead of calling an ambu-
lance or giving Thomas or Ehorn med-
ical aid, Feaster pulls out his flashlight 
and begins looking for the spent bul-
let casing. Finally, 11 minutes after the 
shooting and after other cops arrive, 
Feaster tells them he might have “ac-
cidently” shot Thomas. 

In the wake of the shooting, friends 
of Thomas and others protested al-
most daily at an intersection in Para-
dise near where Thomas was shot. A 
memorial set up at the site of the crash 
carried the sign, “Stop police brutality. 
Arrest Feaster.” 

Some protesters called for the re-
moval of Butte County District At-
torney Michael Ramsey, who initially 
said no charges would be filed against 
Feaster. Instead, he threatened to 
charge Thomas with drunk driving and 
vehicular manslaughter in the death of 
Ehorn. Thomas died of his injuries 
about three weeks after the shooting. 

Under the pressure of the protests, 
Feaster was fired in February and 
charged with involuntary manslaugh-
ter. “Ramsey did this to get out from 
all that heat,” said Cameron Ponce, a 
friend of Thomas who had worked 
with him on construction sites and at-
tended the trial. 

For most of those picketing and 
planning the actions, it was their first 
involvement in any kind of protest. 

“Paradise is a small town, with a 
population of around 26,000, over 
90 percent who are Caucasian,” said 
Jeff Powers, Socialist Workers Party 
candidate for U.S. Congress in Oak-
land, who joined some of the protests. 
“These young working people, many 
of them friends of Thomas, told us they 
were inspired by the demonstrations 
against cop killings across the country. 
It shows the impact of this fight.” 
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David Rosenfeld, Socialist 
Workers Party candidate for U.S. 
Congress in Minneapolis, visited the 
Standing Rock Sioux Reservation 
as part of a solidarity delegation 
Oct. 14-16. Below are excerpts of 
a message he released.

The Socialist Workers Party sup-
ports the fight of the Standing Rock 
Sioux to defend their sovereign 
treaty rights against the U.S. gov-
ernment. The support of hundreds 
of tribes and First Nations for the 
Standing Rock Sioux is a response 
to the assaults and degradation 
suffered by indigenous peoples 
throughout the Americas. 

The bosses and some union 
officials say that union workers 
should support the pipeline and 
oppose the treaty rights of Native 
Americans because the project 
creates jobs. This argument is false 
to the core. We must fight for jobs, 
but not in a way that strikes a dagger 
into the heart of working-class uni-
ty. Workers need housing, schools, 
health care. Billions of people 

around the world need access to 
electricity. Instead of supporting 
rapacious capitalists — like Energy 
Transfer Partners — our unions, to-
gether with Native Americans and 
other workers, should be fighting 
for a massive public works pro-
gram to create millions of jobs at 
union scale wages.

Ensuring safe conditions in the 
production and transportation 
of oil, gas and coal can only be 
achieved by working people wrest-
ing control over safety and working 
conditions out of the hands of the 
bosses as we fight to strengthen our 
unions. Then we can provide pro-
tection to workers and communi-
ties. We can prevent profit-driven 
capitalists from contaminating the 
land, air and water. 

As we fight to transform the 
twisted social relations of the dog-
eat-dog world of capitalism, we 
will change ourselves into a work-
ing class capable of reorganizing 
society on the basis of human soli-
darity. In that spirit, we say, stand 
with Standing Rock!

SWP candidate: ‘Defend Sioux tribe’s treaty rights’

BY HELEN MEYERS
OCETI SAKOWIN CAMP near 

STANDING ROCK SIOUX INDIAN 
RESERVATION — Some 300 flags of 
Native tribes from around the world fly 
over this camp along the Cannonball 
River, testimony to the continuing sup-
port for the Standing Rock Sioux tribe’s 
fight against the construction of an oil 
pipeline that threatens their water sup-
ply. Since the protests began in April, 
many thousands have come to stand in 
support of protection of the water and 
treaty rights.  

The route for the Dakota Access 
Pipeline passes just north of the border 
of the reservation. But the Sioux never 
agreed to relinquish that land and they 
still consider it theirs, JR American 
Horse, a camp leader from the Standing 
Rock Sioux, said during a discussion 
with Osborne Hart and David Rosenfeld, 
Socialist Workers Party candidates for 
U.S. vice president and U.S. Senate 
from Minnesota, and others at the camp 
Oct. 15. The pipeline will pass under 
the Missouri River at Lake Oahe, which 
provides water for Standing Rock, and 
through sacred and burial sites. 

“Farmers in the area have contributed 
produce,” American Horse said. “They 
have been forced by eminent domain 
to let the pipeline be built on their land. 
They often have tears in their eyes and 
they tell us to fight the pipeline because 
they can’t.”  

Oceti Sakowin is the largest of sev-
eral solidarity camps. It has hundreds of 
tents and tepees and is well organized. 

Brenda Guachena, from the Luiseño 
tribe in the San Diego area, came with 
a trailer full of food and money donat-
ed from four tribes in her region. “It is 
heartwarming to see all the tribes who 
have come together,” she said.

Helping her was Rose Little-Butler 
from Winnemucca, Nevada, whose 
husband is a member of the Blackfeet 
tribe and was in the military. “My 
son has served four tours of duty in 
Afghanistan,” Little-Butler said, “and 

no one is going to tell me where I can 
pray or protect the water.”  

Kelsey Robertson, who is Eskimo, 
came from Fairbanks, Alaska, to sup-
port the fight. “We had a big oil spill in 
Valdez” in 1989, she said. “I don’t want 
it to happen again here. We have to look 
at more eco-friendly sources of power.”  

In September the Sioux won a tem-
porary administrative injunction halting 
work on the pipeline within 20 miles 
of Lake Oahe. A federal appeals court 
lifted the injunction Oct. 9. Since then 
Energy Transfer Partners, the builder of 
the pipeline, has resumed construction 
on private land, though permits by the 
Army Corps of Engineers to cross under 
the Missouri River are still pending.  

Thirty-five law enforcement agencies 
across North Dakota and Wisconsin 
have sent cops to confront the daily pro-
tests. On Oct. 15, after police blocked 
a caravan of protesters from reaching 
one of the construction sites, about 150 
hiked the last four miles. They were 
confronted by 100 cops with a helicop-
ter overhead and armored vehicles. The 
construction workers were evacuated. 
The protesters sang and beat drums for 
an hour and left with no arrests. 

Fourteen protesters were arrested by 
police at another construction site.  

Much activity in the camp now is pre-
paring for the winter months. Among 
those here are students from the Inter-
Tribal Student Council at the University 
of Nebraska, Omaha. They’ve done 
fundraising on campus and held protests 
at the Army Corps of Engineers office 
in Omaha. “We bring new people here 
every time,” said Jordan Matula, who is 
Oglala. “This is not just a native issue.”  

Chauncey Peltier, the son of Leonard 

Peltier, was collecting postcards request-
ing presidential clemency for his father, 
who has been in prison for over 40 years 
on frame-up charges for his participa-
tion in the fight for Native American 
rights. There are several Free Leonard 
Peltier banners on the main road into the 
camp.  

National Nurses United issued a state-
ment of solidarity with the Standing 
Rock Sioux, and volunteer members of 
the labor union are helping to provide 
medical care at the camps.  

BY EMMA JOHNSON
In recent months women in Saudi 

Arabia have conducted a campaign to 
abolish male guardianship, under which 
women remain legal minors for their 
entire lives. More than 14,500 people 
signed a petition with this demand that 
was submitted to the royal court Sept. 
26. This fight is rooted in gains by wom-
en in entering the workforce. 

Segregation along sex lines is a main-
stay of how the Saudi absolute monar-
chy maintains its rule, imposing a dra-
conian version of sharia law. Men and 
women mixing freely in public and in 
private outside the family is prohibited 
and monitored by the religious police. 

Many public buildings and stores have 
separate entrances, departments and 
checkout counters for men and women. 
Arranged marriages are still the norm. 
Adultery can be punished by death, and 
there are strict rules for how women are 
allowed to appear in public. Men can 
have up to four wives. 

All women are required to have a 
guardian — usually their father or hus-
band, in some cases a brother or even 
a son. Women cannot travel abroad or 
marry without the guardian’s agree-
ment, and they can be required to pro-
vide his consent to work or receive med-
ical care. They are banned from driving. 

Saudi Arabia’s most senior cleric, 
Grand Mufti Adbulaziz Al Sheikh, de-
nounced the call to repeal the guard-
ianship system as “a crime against the 
religion of Islam” and said it would pose 
“an existential threat to Saudi society.” 

Over the past decade, struggles 
by toilers throughout the region have 
sharpened the contradictions for Saudi 
Arabia’s reactionary rulers, including 
in ways that strengthen the fight against 
women’s oppression. After the 2011 
Arab Spring uprisings in Tunisia, Egypt 
and Bahrain, the monarchy, anxious to 
forestall any similar developments in 
Saudi Arabia, eased some restrictions, 
including on women’s employment. 

About 20 percent of women in Saudi 
Arabia are employed — an eightfold in-
crease over five years, according to Der 
Spiegel.  

Five years ago nearly all retail clerks 
were men, many from the Philippines, 
Bangladesh and Malaysia. Migrant 
workers account for one-third of the 
population in Saudi Arabia. 

The changes started in the lingerie 
departments. Wasn’t it a contradiction 
that women had to mix with men to 
buy underwear? In 2012 it was decreed 
that only females could work in linge-
rie stores. In the following years women 
got the right to sell clothes, make-up and 
children’s toys, and have started break-
ing into other jobs, including a small 

number working in factories. 
As more women get jobs, they gain 

confidence and challenge more restric-
tions. How are women to get to work 
if they can’t drive in a country with no 
public transport? Who will look after 
the children? Last year the labor law was 
amended to require 10 weeks of paid 
maternity leave. Companies employing 
50 or more women are by law obligated 
to provide staffed child care facilities, 
though many bosses ignore this. 

As women start working and have the 
means to support themselves, they are 
less likely to put up with abusive hus-
bands or submit to arranged marriages. 
According to official figures, 45 percent 
of women over 30 are single and 40 per-
cent of marriages end in divorce. 

With lower oil prices cutting into the 
Saudi rulers’ revenue, Deputy Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman an-
nounced in April a plan dubbed “Saudi 
Vision 2030” to diversify the economy. 
One of its goals is increasing women’s 
participation in the workforce. This 
will further strengthen the ranks of the 
working class worldwide, and the prob-
lems that creates for the rulers. 

Standing Rock Sioux defend 
their water, win solidarity

Dave Stucke, Dakotas UMC

Some 300 Native tribes have brought flags in support of Standing Rock Sioux fighting to pro-
tect water and treaty rights. Above, Oceti Sakowin Camp near Cannon Ball, N.D., Sept. 10.

Join fight against 
censorship of ‘Militant’ 

at Attica prison
The Militant is appealing the 
impoundment of its Oct. 3 is-
sue by New York State prison 
authorities at the Attica Correc-
tional Facility who falsely claim 
that articles on the 1971 Attica 
rebellion and current actions 
by prisoners “incite rebellion 
against government authorities.” 
You can help.

Get statements of support for 
the Militant’s appeal from de-
fenders of workers rights and 
free speech. Send to themili-
tant@mac.com
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Continued from page 3

NY protest says no to US missiles in SKorea

stopthaad.org

NEW YORK — Farmers in South Korea are opposing the deployment of a 
U.S. anti-missile defense system there, and “it’s important that we also protest,” 
Hyun Lee told nearly 100 people demonstrating here Oct. 21. Similar actions 
took place in Los Angeles and Washington, D.C., the same day. 

Washington claims the government of North Korea is a threat to peace, not-
ed Lee, a leader of Nodutdol for Korean Community Development. “But who 
holds mass military maneuvers, increasing tensions? Who says they have a plan 
to ‘decapitate’ the leadership of North Korea? Who sends strategic bombers to 
the region with the capacity to drop nuclear weapons?” she asked, referring 
to aggressive actions and statements by U.S. and South Korean governments. 

In July Seoul and Washington announced plans to install a Terminal High Al-
titude Area Defense system in Seongju, South Korea. The high-powered radar 
and interceptor missile battery is scheduled to be in operation by the end of 
2017. Working farmers in Seongju have been leading protests against it. 

While Washington claims the missile system is aimed only at North Korea, it 
fortifies U.S. imperialism’s offensive military footing against China and Russia. 

— Seth GalinSky 

Commentary

by Mark ThoMpsoN
The evolution of the class struggle in 

Colombia poses crucial questions for 
working people about what kind of lead-
ership is needed to advance the fights of 
workers and farmers against the bosses, 
landlords and their governments, in 
Latin America and beyond. An article 
in the Oct. 24 Militant on the narrow de-
feat of a referendum to approve a peace 
accord between the Colombian govern-
ment and the Revolutionary Armed 

Forces of Colombia (FARC) didn’t help 
clarify these questions. 

Working people in Colombia have 
been hard hit by the world capitalist 
crisis. As the economy contracts for a 
second year, they face stepped-up at-
tacks by the bosses and government 
of President Juan Manuel Santos. The 
minimum wage is less than $1 an hour, 
one of the lowest in Latin America. Of-
ficial unemployment is 9 percent. 

When over 50,000 truck drivers 
struck in June and July, the government 
used soldiers and cops to help break the 
strike, killing one strike supporter. 

Some 63 percent of farmland in 
Colombia is owned by 0.4 percent of 
landowners, while 60 percent of farm-
ers have no title to their farms. Income 
inequality is among the highest in the 
world. Economic life is further distorted 
by imperialist domination. The foreign 
debt tops $100 billion.  

Workers and farmers also confront 
the legacy of five decades of war by the 
Washington-backed government and 
paramilitaries and the FARC and other 
leftist guerrilla groups. Working people 
have borne the brunt of the conflict. At 
least 220,000 people have been killed, 
over 80 percent of them civilians, and 
another 7 million displaced, mainly 
peasants fleeing the countryside. 

Ending the war can help open space 
for workers and farmers to organize. For 
more than 30 years, Cuba’s revolution-
ary leadership has advocated an end to 

the armed conflict, and taken important 
initiatives to bring it about. 

Far from advancing struggles by 
workers or farmers, the actions of the 
FARC have damaged the ability of 
working people to organize and gain 
confidence on a road to taking politi-
cal power. Fidel Castro, drawing on the 
experience of the leadership of the Cu-
ban Revolution, sharply criticized the 
FARC’s methods in his 2008 book La 
paz en Colombia (Peace in Colombia). 

Damaging course of FarC
The FARC began in the 1960s as a ru-

ral guerrilla group linked to the Stalin-
ist Communist Party of Colombia. Its 
perspective was to exert pressure and 
win concessions from the landlords and 
government through bombings, assas-
sinations and kidnappings as part of a 
“prolonged war.” At best, this relegated 
working people to the role of spectators. 

This course gave the government and 
landlords a pretext for assaults on union-
ists and farmers and to clamp down on 
political rights. The regime mobilized 
thousands of paramilitaries to terrorize 
the population. As the FARC gained ter-
ritory in the 1990s, Washington sent Bo-
gotá troops, arms and funds, claiming to 
wage war on drugs and terrorism. Plan 
Colombia, signed by President Bill Clin-
ton in 2000, allocated $10 billion to this. 

Following the election of President 
Álvaro Uribe in 2002, a military of-
fensive dealt major blows to the FARC 
and its leadership. Faced with these 
setbacks, and growing international 
discussion, including Castro’s contribu-
tions, on what way forward for working 
people in Colombia, the FARC entered 
peace talks with the Santos government, 
which took office in 2010. 

The Cuban government was instru-
mental in facilitating the negotiations, 
which opened in Havana in 2012. A 
peace accord was signed in September 
and put to a referendum Oct. 2. Polls had 
projected it would pass with a big major-
ity, but 50.2 percent voted against. 

An Oct. 4 statement by the Commu-
nist Youth of Colombia reflected a com-
mon response on the left. It described the 
vote as a victory for “ultra-right, conser-
vative and religious sectors,” saying the 
“voter population” had been “confused 
with the lying and hatred of the far right 
campaign.” Similar explanations ap-
peared in much of the capitalist media. 

The Oct. 24 Militant article “Colom-
bia ‘No’ Vote Reflects Discontent with 
Gov’t, FARC,” didn’t answer this line. 
It referred to classless “discontent” and 
stressed the “vote no” campaign led by 
Uribe and the low 37 percent turnout, 
suggesting the vote showed a shift to the 
right and working-class apathy. 

But the reason many working people 
voted “no” or abstained was because of 
deep hostility toward the FARC. Many 
felt the terms were too generous toward 
FARC leaders responsible for death and 
destruction, including guaranteed seats 
in Congress and amnesty for leaders ac-
cused of major crimes. 

In the territories it occupied, the 
FARC used violence to impose its rule 
over working people. It extorted taxes, 
including on the production and trans-
port of illegal drugs, and carried out 
thousands of kidnappings for ransom. It 
imposed curfews and strict social con-
trols on residents, expelling violators 

from their homes and land. Thousands 
of peasants were killed or maimed by 
land mines laid by the FARC. 

opposite of Cuban revolution
When a raid by the Colombian mili-

tary in 2008 freed 15 hostages held by 
the FARC, Fidel Castro took the op-
portunity to speak out. Those released 
included Ingrid Betancourt, who had 
been kidnapped six years earlier while 
campaigning for president, 11 soldiers 
and three U.S. citizens. 

“We rejoiced at the news” that the 
“captives had been released,” Castro 
said. “The civilians should have never 
been kidnapped, nor should the soldiers 
have been kept as prisoners in jungle 
conditions. These were objectively cruel 
actions. No revolutionary aim could jus-
tify them.” 

From its very beginning, Castro said, 
the course followed by the FARC was 
the opposite of that followed by the 
revolutionary movement that led work-
ers and farmers to power in Cuba. The 
Communist Party of Colombia “was un-

der the influence of the Communist Par-
ty of the USSR, not of Cuba,” he said. It 
“never planned to conquer power.” 

In Cuba the Rebel Army led by Cas-
tro looked to the working class and ex-
ploited farmers as the agents of revolu-
tionary change. They organized land 
reform, literacy campaigns and other 
revolutionary measures in areas under 
rebel control. 

When they fought battles with the 
dictatorship’s troops, they sought to 
keep civilians from harms way. Soldiers 
they captured were treated with dignity 
and released at the first opportunity. 
This course and conduct reflected the 
working-class morality of Cuba’s revo-
lutionary leaders. 

Havana is now hosting a new round 
of talks between Colombian officials 
and the FARC leadership. A cease-fire 
has been extended through the end of 
the year. The Cuban and Ecuadoran 
governments are also facilitating peace 
talks between Bogotá and the National 
Liberation Army (ELN), a smaller Co-
lombian guerrilla organization. 

conditions the working class faces and 
said he plans to vote for Democratic 
presidential candidate Hillary Clinton.

When Doug told Osborne-Rich it was 
good to see a young person involved in 
the issues, she replied, “It’s real for me. 
I work at a fast-food restaurant after 
school and the wages are low. I see how 
hard my father works to make a living. 
We have relatives living with us so we 
can help each other. I like very much 
what the SWP stands for and says about 
what regular citizens can do.”

After campaigning, Osborne-Rich 
decided to subscribe to the Militant and 
pick up a copy of Are They Rich Be-
cause They’re Smart? 

Pat Scott, an SWP supporter who de-
signed the new Kennedy-Hart campaign 

sWp: ‘Change class in power’
button, joined Martin going door to door 
Oct. 22 in Federal Way near Seattle. 
Several people recognized Scott, who 
has cashiered at Walmart for 16 years.

Jim Kirwan, a retired postal worker 
and unionist, told them he’s leaning 
toward voting for Trump because he 
thinks Clinton is corrupt, “but I don’t re-
ally like what Trump says either.”

Martin and Scott explained workers 
need their own party, and that only mo-
bilizations independent of the capitalists 
will put working people in power. 

“I agree with what you are saying,” 
Kirwan said. “I didn’t know there were 
any alternatives in the elections. Keep 
up the good work!” He subscribed to the 
Militant, picked up two books, contrib-
uted $5 to the Socialist Workers Party 
and got a campaign button.

illiNois
Chicago
End Washington’s Continued blockade! 
return Guantánamo! an Evening in 
solidarity with Cuba. presentation of 
17-piece ‘Fidel’ photo Exhibit. Speakers: 
Sandra Ramirez, North American direc-
tor, Cuban Institute for Friendship With 
the Peoples; Miguel Fraga, first secretary, 
Cuban Embassy, Washington D.C.; José 
López, executive director, Puerto Rican 
Cultural Center, brother of Oscar López. 
Sat., Nov. 19, 7:30 p.m. Student Center 
East, Room 302, 750 S. Halsted. Tel.: 
(312) 952-2618. Sponsors: Chicago Cuba 
Coalition, National Network on Cuba, Int’l 
Committee for Peace Justice and Dignity.

WashiNGToN, D.C.
Thomas sankara’s legacy, Democracy 
in the Global south, and black lives. 
Speakers: Mary-Alice Waters, Socialist 
Workers Party; Heather Benno, ANSWER 
Coalition; Msia Clark, Howard University 
professor; Aline Piva, Brazilian political 
analyst. Sat., Nov. 5, 3:30 p.m. Festival 
Center, 1640 Columbia Rd. NW. Endorsers: 
Institute for Policy Studies; Friends of 
the Congo; ANSWER Coalition; Socialist 
Workers Party; Pan-African Community 
Action; All-African People’s Revolutionary 
Party (GC); Party for Socialism and 
Liberation; Revival of Panafricanism 
Forum. Tel.: (202) 320-6017.
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Course of FarC was obstacle 
to working class in Colombia



It’s their system that’s deplorable, not us! 
Three books for today’s deepening debate among working people 
looking for a way forward in face of capitalism’s global economic 

crisis, social calamity and spreading wars.
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The Clintons’ Anti-Working-Class Record
New book by Socialist Workers Party leader Jack Barnes 
explains why US capitalist rulers fear the working class

Continued on page 10

The Clintons’ Anti-Working-Class 
Record: Why Washington Fears Work-
ing People is off the presses! This timely 
new book features three chapters based 
on talks and reports from 2001 and 
2008 by Jack Barnes, national secretary 
of the Socialist Workers Party: 
•	 “Ending Welfare As We Know It” 
•	 Roots of the 2008 World Finan-

cial Crisis 
•	 How the Clintons Cooked the 

Books 
Below is the introduction by Steve 

Clark, a member of the National Com-
mittee of the Socialist Workers Party. 
Copyright	©	2016	by	Pathfinder	Press.	
Reprinted by permission.

BY STEVE CLARK
“Deplorables.” “Irredeemable.” 

Those are Hillary Clinton’s contemptu-
ous labels for millions of working peo-
ple in the United States living and try-
ing to work amid capitalism’s grinding 
decline.

This book is about those millions and 
others like us the world over. It is about 

ing People by Jack Barnes, the National 
Secretary of the Socialist Workers Party, 
brings together in one place these and 
other chapters of the last twenty-five 
years of the profit-driven course of the 
Clintons and their fellow political ser-
vants of the US capitalist rulers.

Barnes describes the human toll on 
working people in the United States, in-
cluding the gutting of the meager “social 
safety net” won in hard-fought battles 
by the US working class over decades. 
He explains what growing numbers of 
workers already sense is happening 
to us, no matter how vehemently the 
wealthy and powerful deny it. We are 
living through a slow-burning econom-
ic contraction and financial crisis — a 
global capitalist crisis like none of us 
have ever seen before.

And it’s working people the world 
over who are carrying the burdens of 
that deepening social calamity.

As Clinton’s words reveal, for the 
first time in decades, the US rulers and 
their government have begun to fear the 
working class. Not because there are yet 
massive workers’ struggles like those 
that forged the industrial unions in the 
1930s, or the proletarian-based battles 
for Black rights in the 1950s and ‘60s 
that defeated Jim Crow seg-
regation and terror. There 
is as yet no broad working-
class politicalization in the 
United States.

They fear us because they 
recognize that more and 
more working people are 
beginning to see that the bosses and 
their political parties have no “solu-

tions” that don’t further 
load the costs — mon-
etary and human — of 
the crisis of their system 
on us. Since the 2008–09 
financial crash and eco-
nomic contraction, more 
and more workers and 
farmers are already en-
gaged in a wide-ranging 
and angry discussion of 
this capitalist reality. Al-
though no one can foresee 
the timing, the financial 
capitalists and well-paid 
professionals who serve 
them sense that mounting 
struggle — class struggle 
— lies ahead.

Neither Washington nor 
Wall Street has any course 
that can contain the explo-
sive international rami-
fications of capitalism’s 

banking and financial contradictions. 
Nor do any of their capitalist allies and 
competitors, from London to Berlin to 
Tokyo.

None of them is pursuing policies that 
can reverse the slump of capitalist pro-
duction, trade, and hiring that is ravag-
ing the lives and livelihoods of workers, 
working farmers, and our families. None 
can turn around today’s shrinking of the 
active working class, the increasing age 
at which young people start independent 
productive lives, and the slowdown in 
the formation of families able to keep a 

roof overhead and food on the table.
Why? Because there are no such pol-

icies. What’s happening in today’s world 
is not the result of policy “failures” by 

the White House, Congress, Federal Re-
serve, or the more and more wretchedly 
politicized and self-important Supreme 
Court. It is the result of the workings 
of capitalism itself. And that’s where 
we must aim our fire, not at scapegoats 
singled out by reactionary demagogues 
to divert our energies.

Pressing interest rates near zero (or 
below). Buying up huge quantities of 
government securities (and, down the 
road, corporate stocks and bonds). New 
“regulations” aimed at curbing banks 
and industries. A big increase in gov-
ernment deficit spending. Even giant 
outlays for war, such as the $5 trillion 
already poured into US military op-
erations in Iraq, Afghanistan, and else-
where just since 2001. Such policies 
may be able to postpone or temporarily 
buffer the effects of the next breakdown, 
but they cannot and will not prevent it. 
Let alone “kick-start” economic growth 
and employment.

Capitalism long ago became a glob-
al system. The US ruling families and 
their rivals in Europe and the Pacific 
engage in ceaseless efforts to maximize 
their own profits the world over. Grow-
ing carnage and the dispossession of 
millions of human beings is the result. 
From Afghanistan through Iraq, Syria, 
and Yemen; from Somalia and Sudan, 
across large swathes of Africa and be-
yond. The earth has become a sea of 
refugees, whose numbers and depriva-
tions have not been seen since the end of 
World War II.

It’s a world in which imperialist su-
perexploitation breeds and perpetuates 

not only illiteracy and crushing levels 
of infant and maternal mortality but also 
terrifying epidemics of preventable dis-
ease. The Ebola crisis in West Africa in 

2014, cholera in Haiti in 2010 
and again in 2015 and 2016, 
the Zika virus across Latin 
America and the Caribbean, 
including the debt-enslaved 
US colony of Puerto Rico — 
these are but the most recent. 
Imperialism leaves hundreds 

of millions without potable water, sani-
tation, electricity, and food, from Guate-
mala to Bangladesh, from Nigeria to the 
Philippines.

Amid this growing domestic and 
international nightmare, politicians of 
both major capitalist parties, as well 
as the big-business media, work over-
time to spread the smear campaign that 
working people in the United States in 
massive numbers are “racist, sexist, ho-

mophobic, xenophobic, Islamophobic, 
you name it,” as Hillary Clinton put it 
during that September 2016 fund-rais-
ing speech. They are not only “deplor-
able,” she said. Most importantly, “They 
are irredeemable.”

But what has been registered by the 
2016 election campaign — in partial 
and distorted ways, as with all bourgeois 
electoral phenomena — has little to do 
with Donald Trump’s crude demeaning 
of women, immigrants, Muslims, and 
others. That’s not why substantial num-
bers of those Hillary Clinton 
considers “irredeemable” 
have voted for him. The truth 
is that even more have re-
fused to vote either for her or 
for him.

What has been registered 
is something different: the 
bourgeois two-party system 
has, for so long, delivered nothing but 
crushed expectations. In 2016 millions 
are casting votes for what they hope may 
be a change. Many others have already 
decided in disgust to simply sit this one 
out, at least the top of the ballot.

Whether it’s Trump’s billions, or the 
hundreds of millions accumulated by 

the Clintons themselves and by their 
foundation in the fifteen years since they 
paused in their occupancy of the White 
House, the wealth of both bourgeois 
party candidates depends on the capital-
ist social relations they proudly promote. 
And the profits they take depend on com-
petition and division among workers. 
Layoffs and unemployment. Multi-tier 
contracts and job combinations. Racist 
discrimination. Women’s second-class 
status. The ever-present fear of cop bru-
tality. Pariah conditions of immigrant 
labor and refugees. Bloody wars and 

military operations to protect US im-
perialist interests overseas. Without the 
cutthroat class relations inherent in capi-
talism, billions of dollars in superprofits 
pocketed by the employing class, year in 
and year out, would evaporate.

They grow wealthy by exploiting our 
labor and keeping us divided. It’s the 
lawful workings of capitalist production 
and distribution — and the state power 
that defends exploitation and oppression 
— that corrode working-class solidarity.

That’s what’s deplorable.

v

Whatever the outcome of the 2016 
presidential and congressional elections, 
an unprecedented blow has been dealt to 
the stability of the capitalist party sys-
tem in the United States. Since the con-
solidation more than a century ago of 
the Democratic and Republican parties’ 
domination of bourgeois politics in the 
new rising imperialist power, there has 
been nothing comparable.

In order for the two-party system to 
function effectively for the rulers, there 
needs to be a “lesser evil.” And the less-
er evils need to alternate — a Democrat 
for a few terms, then a Republican, to 
and fro. That’s how it has worked for de-
cades as an effective pressure valve to 
let off anger among “the electorate.”

But that’s not what happened in 2016.
Never before have the presidential 

candidates of both major capitalist par-
ties evoked such political distrust, dis-
gust, and aversion among working peo-

ple, youth, and broad layers of the lower 
middle class. A recent cartoon says it all. 
It shows neighboring front yards, one 
with a sign saying “She’s worse,” the 
other with a sign saying “He’s worse.” 
Both are dead right! There is no lesser 
evil.

And the crisis conditions that have 
produced this shakeup in the bourgeois 
two-party setup aren’t going away. They 
are worsening.

What has been unprecedented in 
2016 is the exposure of something the 
US ruling class has largely succeeded 

in obscuring for decades. 
It has shown in life that the 
bourgeois electoral system in 
the United States is rigged — 
yes, rigged on behalf of the 
propertied owners and their 
large rent-collecting meri-
tocracy. The big majority of 

the ruling families — often mistakenly 
labeled the “establishment,” or “politi-
cal elite,” by those hoping to obscure 
their class character — made clear a 
few months before the November elec-
tions that they intended to use television, 
newspapers, and any stick they could get 
their hands on to ensure Trump’s defeat.

The squashing of Bernie Sanders’s 
strong primary challenge to Hillary 
Clinton had already given new genera-

tions of workers and youth a display of 
what powerful bourgeois forces can and 
will do when they’ve decided the result 
of a nomination or election beforehand.

The ruling layers and top rungs of 
those who do their bidding live by dif-
ferent rules and moral standards. “Lyin’ 
Hillary” is wrong only in the many, 
many others that description lets off the 
hook, in both capitalist parties. Sanders 
and Trump alike decried the “rigged” 
system, whose game they themselves 
have contentedly played and profited 
from for years, and will continue to do 
so. But the eyes of millions of working 
people have been opened not to shad-
owy conspiracies, but to the everyday 
functioning of bourgeois politics in the 
United States and, in one form or an-
other, the world over.

The former stability of the two-party 
shell game will not be restored.

v

The Clintons’ first eight years in the 
White House, from 1993 to 2001, initi-
ated the anti-working-class course that 
was continued over the subsequent 
two-term Republican and Democratic 
administrations of George W. Bush and 

World capitalism’s 
slow-burning depression

Average annual per capita GDP growth

Source: World Bank Bureau of Economic Analysis

The slump of capitalist production, trade and hiring that is ravaging workers and work-
ing farmers is not the result of “policy failures” by the White House, politicians or the 
Federal Reserve, but of the workings of capitalism itself. “That’s where we must aim our 
fire, not at scapegoats singled out by reactionary demagogues to divert our energies.”

AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite

President Bill Clinton signs 1996 “workfare reform,” one of most anti-working-class measures in last 
25 years. It slashed number of families under poverty line who received government cash benefits, a 
cruel move defended by Hillary Clinton to this day. Clinton years were also marked by largest jump 
in prison population under any two-term president and most annual deportations in U.S. history. 

Above, AP Photo/Boris Gradanoski; Inset, White House

“U.S. rulers and their rivals in Europe and Pacific engage in 
ceaseless efforts to maximize their own profits. Growing car-
nage and the dispossession of millions is the result. The earth 
has become a sea of refugees.” Above, Afghan refugees in 
Macedonia in February. Inset, Hillary Clinton and Barack 
Obama in White House war room May 1, 2011, during assault 
in which U.S. special forces murdered Osama bin Laden.

SPECIAL OFFER: The 
Clintons’ Anti-Working-Class 
Record — just $5!

Contact Socialist 
Workers Party or 
Communist League 
nearest you. See 
directory on page 4.

InTRoduCTIon
why we are at the center of politics today, 
and will become more so in the months 
and years after the new US administra-
tion is sworn in on January 20, 2017.

Clinton’s deeply held attitudes, blurt-
ed out in a rare unscripted moment to 
wealthy supporters during a Manhattan 
fund-raising event, revealed what mil-
lions of working people already know 
all too well. Workers and our families 

Militant/Jacob Perasso

“More and more workers and farmers are already engaged in a wide-ranging and angry discus-
sion” of the impact of the capitalist crisis on themselves and their families. Socialist Workers 
Party members are part of these discussions as they campaign year round in workers’ neighbor-
hoods, using books like this new one and the Militant. Above, party member Diana Newberry, 
left, campaigns in May in Owatonna, Minnesota, talking with Patty Gonzalez at her front door.

“Never before have the presidential 
candidates of both major capitalist parties 
evoked such political distrust, disgust, 
and aversion among working people . . .” 

“Although no one can foresee the timing, 
the financial capitalists and well-paid 
professionals who serve them sense that 
mounting class struggle lies ahead . . .” 

Are They Rich Because They’re Smart? 
and Is Socialist Revolution in the uS 
Possible? $7 each or $5 each with a 
subscription to the Militant.

have lived for more than two decades 
with the consequences of the Clintons’ 
first occupancy of the White House, 
from 1993 to 2001, when they made 
the brutal drive to end “welfare as we 
know it” their hallmark. And when they 
pushed through legislation such as the 
grotesquely named “Anti-Terrorism and 
Effective Death Penalty Act,” which has 
had a devastating impact on working-
class families, especially those who are 
African American.

The Clintons’ Anti-Working-Class 
Record: Why Washington Fears Work-

Militant/Dave Wulp

Socialist Workers Party National Secretary Jack Barnes 
speaking at November 2008 public meeting in New Jersey. 
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Barack Obama. The record foreshadows 
what’s in store for working people dur-
ing what the Clintons hope will be their 
second eight-year ascendency.

The starkest example of this course 
was the Clinton administration’s 1996 
“welfare reform,” which has slashed the 
percentage of families below the official 
US poverty line receiving government 
cash benefits from nearly 70 percent at 
that time to 23 percent in 2015. Hillary 
Clinton, who says “advocating for chil-
dren and families has been the cause of 
my life,” continues to this day to defend 
that cruel legislation.

The Clintons and their supporters 
promised jobs in place of welfare. But 
the jobs have trickled away, and the 
“safety net” is gone.

Former US senator Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan said twenty years ago that 
the Clinton administration would “go 
down in history as [the one] that aban-
doned, eagerly abandoned, the national 
commitment to dependent children.” He 
couldn’t have been more correct.

Health insurance rates under the 
Obama administration’s un-Affordable 
Care Act will rocket between 30 and 
60 percent in many states in 2017, and 
some 1.5 million working people will 
lose the plans they’re currently covered 
by. Yet both Clinton and 
Trump continue to oppose 
government-funded univer-
sal health care. Trump says 
he will scrap “Obamacare” 
altogether, thereby greatly 
increasing the some 30 mil-
lion people who still have 
no medical coverage of any kind, while 
Clinton promises to “fix what’s bro-
ken.” But it was the Clintons’ own 1993 
“Health Security Act,” defeated in the 
Democratic-controlled Congress at the 
time, that cast the mold, holding work-
ers’ health care hostage to the profits of 
giant pharmaceutical corporations and 
increasingly interlocked insurance and 
hospital companies, as well as sharply 
rising charges for every aspect of medi-
cal attention.

The Clinton years were marked, 
among other things, by the largest jump 
in the federal and state prison popula-
tion under any two-term president (up 
60 percent between 1993 and 2001). 
Their administration presided over the 
highest annual number of deportations 
in US history (1.8 million). Legislation 
the Clinton White House supported and 
signed vastly expanded the number of 
federal crimes subject to capital punish-
ment, whose use both Hillary Clinton 
and Donald Trump defend.

No one who watched the Clinton 
machine organize delegates at the 
2016 Democratic convention to scream 
“USA! USA!” in an attempt to silence 
delegates chanting “No more war!” 
would be surprised that it was the Clin-
ton White House that coined the jingo-
istic description of the imperialist USA 
as “the indispensable nation.” (Nor that 
the first Clinton administration figure 
to broadcast that lie in the 1990s was its 
secretary of state Madeleine Albright, 
who during the 2016 primaries warned 
“there’s a special place in hell” for wom-
en who don’t support Hillary Clinton.)

Clinton has repeatedly called for a 
“no fly zone” over Syria, a policy that 
could only be enforced by a readiness 
to shoot down Moscow’s warplanes, 
a direct military conflict with Russia. 
This stance is in line with her support 

for a quarter-century-long chain of 
US-initiated wars and military opera-
tions extending from Libya and Iraq, 
to Afghanistan and Pakistan. Including 
the Clintons’ US-organized bombing 
campaigns and “special operations” in 
Iraq, Yugoslavia, and Somalia between 
1993 and 2001, hundreds of thousands 
on all sides have already been killed or 
sustained life-crippling injuries as these 
conflicts spread. With further expansion 
in sight.

v

It was during the Clintons’ first two 
terms in the White House that some 
of the harshest measures were taken to 
ratchet up the decades-long attempts by 
the US imperialist rulers to overturn 
Cuba’s socialist revolution. That course 
also is enumerated in The Clintons’ An-
ti-Working-Class Record.

With the passage of bills known as 
the Torricelli and Helms-Burton Acts, 
Washington’s brutal economic war 
against Cuban working people was 
intensified. This came just as Cuba’s 
decades-long trade relations with the 
USSR and Eastern Europe disappeared 
overnight, and the Cuban Revolution 
faced — and surmounted — the great-
est test yet in its history.

The Clinton administration turned 
a blind eye to provocations by Florida-
based Cuban counterrevolutionaries 
who staged overflights of the island’s 
airspace in hopes of prompting defen-
sive action by Havana that could be-
come a pretext for US retaliation, even 
military action. While Washington did 
nothing to halt these repeated assaults 
on Cuba’s sovereignty, the Clintons’ 
Justice Department framed up and rail-
roaded to federal prison five Cuban rev-
olutionaries living in Florida who were 
working for the Cuban government to 
prevent such provocations and violence 
against the Cuban people. Three of them 
were condemned to prison for life.

The US rulers fear the record of Cu-
ba’s socialist revolution for the same rea-
son they fear the US working class. They 
sow lies and slanders about Cuba for the 
same reason they do about us. Above 
all, they fear the workers and farmers 
who made and defend Cuba’s socialist 
revolution and its communist leadership 
because of the example they’ve set. The 
example that we can overcome the divi-
sions they sow among us, that we can 
make a socialist revolution and establish 
a government that acts in our class in-

terests. That we can extend active soli-
darity to struggles by working people 
the world over. That working people can 
and will transform ourselves and what 
we’re capable of as we take power and 
transform society.

It’s not just the provision of medical 
treatment that will change — to take one 
of the Cuban Revolution’s best-known 
conquests — providing access for all to 
clinics, hospitals, and medicines. More 
importantly, the providers of that care 
— those trained as doctors, nurses, and 

other medical personnel — 
will become different human 
beings, as we uproot capital-
ism’s dog-eat-dog social rela-
tions, the exploitation of one 
human being by another. Only 
that will make the transforma-
tion of medical care possible.

That example is what the US rulers 
fear most about the Cuban Revolution.

v

During the 2016 US elections, the So-
cialist Workers Party has run a working-
class campaign presenting Alyson Ken-
nedy for president and Osborne Hart for 
vice president, as well as candidates for 
governor and the US Senate across the 
country, from California and Washing-
ton to New York and Florida. Unlike 
Hillary Clinton, Donald Trump, Bernie 
Sanders, and other capitalist candidates 
— all of whom address working people 
as objects of government policy, not the 
makers of revolutionary political change 
— Kennedy, Hart, and their support-
ers have campaigned alongside fellow 
workers. They’ve done so in marches 
and actions against killer cops, on picket 
lines and other labor actions, and above 
all — day in and day out, region after 
region — on porches and doorsteps in 
working-class neighborhoods across the 
United States and Puerto Rico.

Campaigning in an undiscriminating 
way in the working class isn’t some-
thing socialist workers do primarily 

when there’s an election. It’s what we do 
year round. We talk with other working 
people about a course of revolutionary 
struggle and join with them in demon-
strations, strikes, political meetings, and 
other activities, small and large. We em-
phasize the self-destructive dead end of 
the reactionary politics of resentment. 
We discuss how our class can carry out 
a course of political action based on our 
class interests, not those of our capitalist 
employers, their government, and their 
parties, and why we need our own po-
litical party to do that. To all we say, our 
party is your party — if you agree, join 
with us to fight for this future.

One thing is startling by its breadth 
and depth: ever since the blows of the 
2008–09 crash, there is growing open-
ness among working people to talk and 
debate with each other about the broad-
est social and political questions facing 
our class, our unions, and our allies. 
Workers everywhere are looking for an 
explanation of capitalism’s grinding and 
destructive decline, and, even more im-
portantly, how to chart a way forward to 
combat its consequences.

That’s why books such as The Clin-
tons’ Anti-Working-Class Record have 
an important place. As you read it, you 
will be struck time and again by the 
fact that the three articles it includes 
were published in earlier versions more 
than eight years ago in issue no. 14 of 
New International magazine. One piece 
is based on a talk presented by Jack 
Barnes more than fifteen years ago. But 
the words read as if spoken today!

The photos, illustrations, graphs, and 
other new information that have been 
incorporated update trends already evi-
dent since the 1990s.

The book is one of three titles pub-
lished this election year by Pathfinder 
Press to help working people address 
the far-reaching political questions 
that we and others in the working class 
need answers to in order to fight more 
effectively and win. It stands along-
side Are They Rich Because They’re 
Smart? Class, Privilege, and Learn-
ing under Capitalism, also by Jack 
Barnes, and Is Socialist Revolution 
in the US Possible? A Necessary De-
bate Among Working People by SWP 
leader Mary-Alice Waters. They build 
politically on another title by Barnes, 
Malcolm X, Black Liberation, and the 
Road to Workers Power, published in 
2009 at the height of the paralyzing 
financial crisis.

In addition to translations into 
Spanish and French for use around 
the world, these books are right now 
being translated in Iran into the Farsi 
language. They will be distributed 

Cuban volunteers in Haiti provide medical care after devastation of Hurricane Matthew, 
October 2016. U.S. rulers fear example Cuban Revolution shows: that working people can 
become different human beings through uprooting capitalism’s dog-eat-dog social relations. 

Malcolm X, Black Liberation, 
& the Road to Workers Power
“This is a book about the dictatorship of capital and 
the road to the dictatorship of the proletariat. A book 
about the last century and a half of class struggle in 
the United States ... and the unimpeachable evidence 
it offers that workers who are Black will comprise a 
disproportionately weighty part of the ranks and lead-
ership of the mass social movement that will make a 
proletarian revolution.” — Jack Barnes

$20. Also in Spanish, French, Greek, Farsi, Arabic

See list of distributors on page 4 or visit  
www.pathfinderpress.com

“We discuss how the working class can 
carry out a course of political action based 
on our class interests, not those of capitalists. 
To all we say, our party is your party . . .” 

Continued on page 11
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fighters everywhere. 
Don’t throw away your vote on the capitalist par-

ties of exploitation, depression and war. Their rule 
relies on you holding your nose and backing the 
“lesser evil.” But there is no lesser evil. Democrat 
Hillary Clinton is a warhorse veteran of a bour-
geois political family and a leader of imperialist 
aggression who has used government positions to 
enrich herself and her $400 million family founda-
tion. She oozes contempt for workers she writes off 
as “deplorable” and “irredeemable.” 

Republican Donald Trump is a coarse, demagog-
ic billionaire landlord who acknowledges the eco-
nomic crisis facing workers, but says the answer is 
to enrich the bosses, push “American interests” and 
scapegoat immigrants and Muslims. Both parties 
promote the lie that “we” Americans — workers 
and capitalists — have common interests. 

No matter who is elected, the slow-burning de-
pression conditions will worsen, imperialist wars 
will metastasize and the need for the working-class 
road to power will be posed more sharply. 

The propertied rulers respond to the world con-
traction of production and trade the only way they 
can, by attacking the working class — the source 
of their profits — trying to drive down wages and 
working conditions here and around the world, di-
vide us and erode our confidence. Ultimately, capi-
talism’s crisis drives the rulers toward the kind of 
imperialist world slaughter they unleashed twice in 
the 20th century, seeking to arise triumphant from 
the mass destruction of human beings and produc-
tive capacity. 

Both Republicans and Democrats will continue to 
carry out the ruling families’ war against workers at 
home and abroad. Both will continue the trillion dol-

lar “modernization” of Washington’s nuclear weap-
ons arsenal, increasing the danger of annihilation. 

The Socialist Workers Party explains that only 
the working class can stop capitalism’s march to-
ward economic catastrophe and world war.

The Cuban Revolution shows that ordinary 
working people can wage and win a struggle to 
form a workers and farmers government, end the 
dictatorship of capital and join the world struggle 
for socialism. Workers here can do the same, be-
coming different people along the way.

This is a fight worth fighting, a life worth living. 
On Nov. 8, pull the lever for Kennedy and Hart, 

and for the candidates for federal and state office 
listed below. If the SWP has been kept off the bal-
lot where you live, write them in.

Vote Socialist Workers Party! Join the Socialist 
Workers Party!

from either Washington or Moscow, Washington 
continues to pursue a new cease-fire agreement 
with Moscow. This course reflects recognition that 
U.S. imperialism is weaker today, with greater lim-
its on its ability to use raw military might to assert 
its interests in the region.

The Turkish government of President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan, posing as the defender of Mosul’s Sunni 
population, continued to demand a role for its troops 
and planes in the assault in Iraq, an intervention op-
posed by Baghdad. U.S. Defense Secretary Ashton 
Carter visited Ankara and Baghdad Oct. 21-22 in an 
attempt to broker a support role for Turkey, a NATO 
ally. The Iraqi government of Prime Minister Haider 
al-Abadi, already alarmed at Ankara’s territorial in-
cursions, rejected the proposal.  

Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu threat-
ened Oct. 25 to send ground troops into the battle-
ground “if there is a threat posed to Turkey.” The next 
day he warned of action against Iraqi Shiite militias 
poised to join Iraqi troops in a battle to drive Islamic 
state from Tal Afar, a city west of Mosul with a pre-
dominantly ethnic Turkmen population.  

Tehran backed Baghdad’s opposition, warning An-
kara not “to violate the sovereignty” of Iraq.  

Over the opposition of Abadi, up to 800 Turkish 
troops, along with tanks and artillery, are already in 
Iraq at a base close to the Iraqi town of Bashiqa near 
Mosul. They have been training peshmerga forces 
and some Sunni Arab fighters. Peshmerga forces cap-
tured the town and surrounding territory from Islamic 
State Oct. 23 as they advanced toward Mosul. Ankara 
reported its forces had given artillery support to the 
peshmerga in the battle.  

To allay fears of reprisals by Shiite militias or Kurd-
ish forces against the mainly Sunni Arab population 
in Mosul, Baghdad has said that only its army units 
will enter the city. But the government is dominated 
by Shiite factions, and many of its troops converging 
on Mosul are flying Shiite flags. 

Up to a million people could be displaced by the 
fighting in Mosul, which would bring the total driven 
from their homes in Iraq since 2014 to over 4 million.  

Some 327,000 refugees displaced by wars in the 
region have fled across the Mediterranean to Europe 
from North Africa so far this year. At least 3,800 have 
died trying, making 2016 the deadliest year yet.  

French authorities began demolishing the makeshift 
camp in Calais known as the Jungle Oct. 24, seek-
ing to relocate some 8,000 migrants to smaller settle-
ments in towns across France, away from the coast 
where they have been trying to get to the UK. The 
French government and bourgeois opposition parties 
have whipped up anti-Muslim sentiment in the wake 
of Islamic State-backed terror attacks in Europe, and 
the attempt to move the migrants inland has sparked 
debate and protest in areas designated for resettlement.  

California
Eleanor García, US Senate 
Jeff Powers,  
Congress, Dist. 13
Florida
Cynthia Jaquith,  
US Senate
Georgia
Sam Manuel, US Senate
Illinois
Dan Fein, US Senate 
Betsy Farley,  
Congress, Dist. 5

Minnesota
David Rosenfeld, 
Congress, Dist. 5

New York
Jacob Perasso, US Senate

Pennsylvania
John Staggs, US Senate

Washington
Mary Martin, Governor

Washington, D.C.
Glova Scott, Delegate, US 
House of Representatives

SWP candidates
Alyson Kennedy for president

Osborne Hart for vice president

cratic or Republican — is named the winner Nov. 
8 and installed in the White House in January, the 
capitalist crisis and political discussions among 
workers and farmers about its consequences for 
our families will continue to deepen. The elections 
themselves can and will “solve” nothing, because 
there are no solutions under capitalism. Work-
ers are looking to understand the roots of the job-
lessness, police killings, speedup and many other 
crises we face, and how we can fight effectively 
against the ongoing assaults by the bosses and their 
government — and win.

That’s why the working-class explanation and 
political course presented by SWP leader Jack 
Barnes in the new book are so necessary. He tells 
the story of the anti-working-class legacy of Bill 
and Hillary Clinton during their eight years in the 
White House from 1993 to 2001, and why that re-
cord foretells what’s in store for working people in 
the months and years ahead. The three articles by 
Barnes were published in earlier versions in 2001 
and 2008, but the words read as if they were spoken 
today.

This week party members and others will take 
the introduction to the book printed in this issue 
of the Militant to workers’ doorsteps. We’ll begin 
reading the book together and discussing what it 
says about our future and the need to build the 
SWP. We’ll take time off work during the 10 days 
to maximize our reach and geographical spread.

In order to concentrate on this political cam-
paigning, SWP members in cities across the coun-
try are not organizing Militant Labor Forums on 

Friday, Nov. 4. That’s one of the nights you can join 
them in going out and talking with workers in your 
area. 

The book will be sold at a special price of $5. So-
cialist workers are organizing to get 1,000 copies 
into the hands of working people and others over 
the 10 days, and keep going from there.

Barnes explains the roots and the scope of today’s 
grinding worldwide contraction of production and 
hiring, the capitalist financial crisis and Washing-
ton’s bloody and expanding wars. He points to op-
portunities to build a working-class party to com-
bat the consequences for working people of this 
global capitalist calamity.

The propertied families and their hired political 
servants consider working people to be “deplo-
rables,” even “irredeemable,” as Hillary Clinton 
put it during a September fundraising talk in New 
York. But as Barnes explains, the capitalist rulers 
have no answers to the crisis of their economic and 
political system — based on exploitation and op-
pression — and a growing number of them sense 
the class-struggle explosions that loom ahead. 
They fear our potential power.

On Friday, Nov. 11, the Socialist Workers Party 
will organize special Militant Labor Forums across 
the U.S. to celebrate the 2016 SWP election cam-
paign and the party’s year-round propaganda activ-
ity to use the new book and other party material to 
talk with workers about the SWP and its program.

We will show people the Militant and two other 
new books: Are They Rich Because They’re Smart? 
Class, Privilege, and Learning Under Capitalism, 
also by Jack Barnes, and Is Socialist Revolution 
in the US Possible? A Necessary Debate Among 
Working People by SWP leader Mary-Alice Wa-
ters.

To join in, contact the nearest Socialist Workers 
Party branch, listed in the directory on page 4. Or 
order a bundle of books from pathfinderpress.com.

Paul Mailhot is a member of the National Com-
mittee of the Socialist Workers Party.

Join SWP taking new book to workers

Clintons’ record
widely in bookshops and libraries there and well 
beyond Iran’s borders. Their broad circulation 
demonstrates how the scope and explosiveness of 
the capitalist crisis, and the response of working 
people to its consequences, are truly worldwide.

v

When the first modern communist organization was 
founded in 1847, the workers from Germany, Britain, 
and elsewhere who initiated it recruited two young 
revolutionaries named Karl Marx and Frederick En-
gels and asked them to help draft a founding program 
(what we know today as the Communist Manifesto), 
as well as a set of organizational rules they considered 
essential to a successful fight to realize that program. 
Second among the conditions of membership was 
“revolutionary energy and zeal in propaganda.”

The aim of The Clintons’ Anti-Working-Class Re-
cord and its two companion titles is to provide new po-
litical tools for workers who — amid today’s mounting 
crises, and opportunities to build a working-class par-
ty — will read these books, share them door to door in 
workers districts, and use them in struggle, with just 
that kind of energy and zeal.

October 23, 2016

Continued from page 10
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