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Washington,
Ankara push
attack against
Kurds in Syria

BY NAOMI CRAINE

The Turkish government is expand-
ing its military intervention in Syria,
with the open aim of smashing Kurd-
ish fighters who, for the first time,
have begun carving out an autono-
mous territory of their own in Syr-
ia, along Turkey’s southern border.
Washington is backing the Turkish in-
cursion, while still calling the Kurd-
ish People’s Protection Units (YPG)
an ally in the fight to defeat Islamic
State.

This latest seemingly contradictory
position reflects the problems the U.S.
rulers face as they seek a realignment
of relations with Moscow, and with
the largest governments in the Middle
East — that of Iran especially, as well
as Turkey — that Washington hopes
can help achieve stability and defend
its imperialist interests in the region.
It’s working people there, including
the Kurds fighting for their sovereign-

Continued on page 4

Flood disaster
in Louisiana
is product of
bosses’ greed

BY STEVE WARSHELL

The heavy, relentless rains started
Friday, Aug. 12 and continued for
nearly five days. After more than 31
inches of rain fell on Central Louisi-
ana, at least 13 people are dead, more
than 20 parishes have been devas-
tated, some 40,000 houses damaged
or destroyed and tens of thousands
forced from their homes.

Authorities say the catastrophe for
working people is a natural disaster,
a “1,000-year” event, impossible to
plan for. But in fact what happened is
a social disaster created by the work-
ings of capitalism.

After the last big flood in 1983, the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and
other agencies met and designed plans
to make further social disasters less
likely — constructing a canal, a dam
and new reservoir to siphon off high
water, new levees and other projects.
None were ever carried out. Too ex-

Continued on page 7

Hundreds debate gov’t moves to
keep mosque out of Ga. county

Johnny Kauffman/WABE

Meeting in Covington, Georgia, Aug. 22 debated Newton County Commission moves to block
building mosque and cemetery. Edmond Hall, above, speaks against Muslim center. Others,
including Sam Manuel, Socialist Workers Party candidate for U.S. Senate, condemned moves
to keep mosque out. Anti-Muslim rhetoric divides and weakens working class, Manuel said.

BY JOHN BENSON
AND RACHELE FRUIT

COVINGTON, Ga. — “The Social-
ist Workers Party condemns the attempt
to prevent the congregation of Masjid
Attagwa in Doraville from building a
mosque and establishing a cemetery
in Newton County,” said Sam Manuel,
SWP candidate for U.S. Senate from
Georgia, at an Aug. 22 town hall meet-
ing here. It was organized by the New-
ton County Commission to provide a
platform for people to ask questions or
comment on the proposed project.

The county recently adopted a five-
week moratorium on permits for plac-
es of worship that would prevent the

mosque from being constructed.
Three hundred people packed each
of two back-to-back meetings. The
majority of the 70 people who spoke
opposed the mosque. Some said they
thought Islam was a “death cult,” oth-
ers expressed concern that the con-
gregation would impose Sharia law
on the county, or that the land could
be used for an Islamic State training
camp. Several people said they were
worried they could be poisoned by
the drinking water because Muslims
don’t embalm their dead. Speakers
were asked not to identify themselves.
“Decades of war in the Middle East
Continued on page 6
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‘Natural’ disasters are result
of capitalist profit drive
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Socialist Workers Party:

Back coal miners’ fight!
Join pension, health care rally Sept. 8 in DC

UMWA

United Mine Workers union rally in Brookwood, Alabama, Oct. 14, 2015, demands U.S.
government take action to defend pensions and health care benefits of retired miners.

A message of solidarity to coal
miners from Alyson Kennedy and
Osborne Hart, Socialist Workers
Party candidates for U.S. president
and vice president.

The livelihoods of tens of thousands
of retired miners and their dependents
are under attack. The coal bosses are
shutting down mines — especially
union mines — throwing miners out
of work and forcing those who re-

main to toil longer hours under worse
conditions to keep up production and
profits. They are using bankruptcy
courts to get out of their obligations
to miners’ health care and pensions.
This is a central front in the assault
by the bosses and their government
to make the working class pay for the
growing crisis of their exploitative
and oppressive capitalist system.
The Socialist Workers Party backs
Continued on page 9

N. Carolina officials attack voting
rights despite federal court ruling

BY BRIAN WILLIAMS

North Carolina has been a crucial
battleground in the fight to defend
voting rights for African-Americans
on the heels of the 2013 U.S. Supreme
Court ruling that gutted key compo-
nents of the Voting Rights Act. The

Are They Rich

Because They’re Smart?
Class, Privilege and Learning Under Capitalism
by Jack Barnes

“In the coming bat-
tles forced upon us
by the capitalist rulers
workers will begin to
transform ourselves
and our attitudes
toward life, work and
each other. Only then
will we learn what
we're capable of be-
coming.”

Special offer: $7 for book, $10 for
book and ‘Militant’ subscription

See page 8 to contact the Socialist
Workers Party or Communist League
nearest you.

Our party is your party!

act was a historic conquest of the mass
struggle for Black rights in the 1950s
and ’60s that smashed Jim Crow seg-

regation
Following the 2013 ruling, North
Carolina’s government adopted harsh
new restrictions on the right to vote.
Protests by the NAACP, unions and
other groups as well as legal chal-
Continued on page 9
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— SWP CAMPAIGN IN THE NEWS —
Vice-president candidate
visits McLeod County

The following article appeared in the
Aug. 14 edition of the Hutchinson Lead-
er, the local paper in McLeod County,
Minnesota, a rural area west of Minne-
apolis. It was published with the head-
line above and the subheading, “Social-
ist Workers Party’s Osborne Hart says
the working class is the steward of the
land and environment.” Reprinted with
permission of the Hutchinson Leader.

BY JEREMY JONES

A candidate on a United States presi-
dential ticket was in McLeod County
this past weekend, but many readers
may not recognize his name.

Osborne Hart is the vice-presidential
candidate for the Socialist Workers Par-
ty, running alongside the party’s presi-
dential candidate, Alyson Kennedy.
While chatting with a Leader reporter in
downtown Glencoe Sunday afternoon,
Hart, an experienced civil rights activist
and union supporter, called for an end to
what he described as a “slow, grinding
depression.”

“Working class people create the
wealth in society, but we have no control
over it,” Hart said.

And he doesn’t believe his party is
the only group unhappy with the di-
rection of America. He pointed to the
popularity of Bernie Sanders and GOP
presidential candidate Donald Trump as
signs that the working class is looking
for options outside of party establish-
ment candidates. But Hart was critical
of Trump, and of Democrat candidate
Hillary Clinton.

Clinton, he said, offers to lead Amer-
ica down the wrong path with prom-
ises of building on President Barack
Obama’s legacy.

“He’s going to be the first two-term
president in U.S. history to be in war his
whole term,” Hart said. “Just last week
he was talking about bombing Libya.
War is expanding ... Clinton, as a sena-
tor and secretary of state, has rubber
stamped all war measures.”

Like Clinton, Hart said, Trump only
has answers for the upper class, and not
working Americans.

“He says he will make America great
again,” he said. “I don’t know what he
is talking about. The period he is talk-
ing about had Jim Crow, had the draft
... there was a whole section of working
people whose wages were determined
by the color of their skin.”

He criticized capitalism for imbal-
ances as well.

“It is based on the exploitation of the
majority,” he said, adding that new tech-
nologies, medicines and access to food
and health care should be used to im-
prove life for everyone.

“But everything has been turned
into a commodity for profit ... instead
of addressing human needs,” Hart said.
“Public education has been battered and
reduced, it has become a commodity.”

Hart, 63, has been a lifelong fighter
for black rights, and has joined strug-
gles against police brutality and seg-
regation. He protested the Vietnam
War, joined the defense of United
Steelworkers, and has spoken in de-
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Bosses and capitalist rulers
are moving to eliminate or
slash pensions, including to
Teamsters and coal miners in
the U.S. and other working
people worldwide. The ‘Mili-
tant’ covers the fight to de-
fend workers’ pensions and
to make them a government-
funded social right for all.
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fense of the Cuban Revolution. He ran
for mayor of Philadelphia in 2015, and
has worked as a meatpacker, steel-
worker, on railroads and in warehous-
es and Walmart.

What they would do differently

Hart calls for a “massive public works
program.” He said such a project should
be tackled by giving jobs to Americans
at union wages, and include the con-
struction of modern roads, schools, hos-
pitals and improved internet availability.

He also wants to see universal health
care “from the cradle to the grave.”

But how would such massive under-
takings be paid for?

“There is plenty of wealth out there,”
Hart said. “It needs to be used for the
people who make it.”

Kennedy and Hart call for all U.S.
troops to return home.

“Intervention creates vacuums,” Hart
said, adding the voids are filled by ter-
rorist groups that harm the working
people in those countries.

One federal issue that has been of
keen interest to many McLeod County
residents these past few years is the
Environmental Protection Agency’s
interpretation of “waters of the United
States.” The language is included in the
1972 Clean Water Act, which seeks to
regulate water use and maintain clean
water. A recent ruling from the EPA

Hutchinson Leader/Jeremy Jones
Osborne Hart, Socialist Workers Party candidate for U.S. vice president, speaks with June
and Marlen Wichelman during interview at Happy Hour Cafe in Glencoe, Minnesota, Aug. 7.

opens up more county ditches to federal
jurisdiction, depending on the interpre-
tation.

Hart compared the burden federal ju-
risdiction of ditches placed on farmers
to limits placed on ranchers with free-
range grazing livestock.

“In terms of the environment, farm-
ers and ranchers are one of the most
conscious people,” he said. “They are
conscientious about the environment,
but they face these massive regulations.”

Hart called the working class the
steward of the land and environment,
and said that working people can solve
environmental problems when allowed
to.

“What did government regulation
do for people in Flint (Michigan)?” he
asked.

Hart also called for a minimum wage
that will keep pace with inflation. He
said that not only have wages fallen
behind inflation, but they have fallen
behind the increased productivity of
American workers, and the profits they
are creating.

Warm reception

Hart said that McLeod County is not
the first conservative-leaning county
where he has had a warm reception.
Residents in Glencoe and Hutchinson
are among those who signed a peti-

Continued on page 5
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SWP: ‘Working class needs
to take political power in US’

WATERVLIET, NY. — “I’'m regis-
tered as a Democrat, but it really doesn’t
matter. They’re both awful,” Mary
Whitney told Socialist Workers Party
presidential candidate Alyson Kennedy
at her doorstep Aug. 22. Whitney is
a member of the United Steelworkers
union working at Saint Gobain’s nearby
abrasive materials plant.

“The media and liberals are frantic
saying Trump has to be stopped, you
have to vote for the lesser evil,” Kennedy
said. “But both Trump and Clinton, the
Democrats and Republicans, represent
the capitalist class. Their economic sys-
tem, capitalism, is in crisis and cannot
meet the needs of the majority.”

Whitney told Kennedy and SWP
campaigner Dean Hazlewood about
what workers at her plant and others in
the area face — speedup, layoffs and de-
cades of attacks by the bosses.

“The Honeywell workers locked out
in Green Island know me on
the picket line, I bring them
donuts,” she said. Kennedy
joined United Auto Workers
Local 1508 members on the
Honeywell picket line later
that day.

“My boss at Saint Gobain
wants to get rid of me,” said
Whitney. “I'm always fight-
ing for the rights of younger
workers. But they don’t know
the importance of fighting.”

“Because the bosses have
no answer for their problems,
the deepening capitalist eco-
nomic crisis will continue
to bear down on the work-
ing class. Young workers, all
workers, will explode into
battles to defend ourselves
and our class,” Kennedy said. “I don’t
know how long it will take, but I'm con-
fident this will happen.

“At a certain point during the Great
Depression in the 1930s, workers
couldn’t take it any more and launched
massive strikes and organizing strug-
gles,” she said. “The Teamsters union in
the Midwest, whose leadership included
members of my party, led in a way that
maximized the workers’ power and won
popular support from farmers, the un-
employed and others, resulting in gains
for the working class.”

As part of advancing these battles,
Teamster leaders pointed to the political
course workers needed as a class, from
opposing the rulers’ war preparations to
the battle for equal rights for Blacks to

i
T

the need for workers to build their own
party and take power, Kennedy said.

Kennedy showed Whitney the new
book Are They Rich Because They're
Smart? Class, Privilege and Learning
Under Capitalism by SWP National
Secretary Jack Barnes. “No, they’re rich
because of us,” Whitney said, laughing
as she read the title.

Whitney got the book to go with a
Militant subscription. She joked that had
she met the SWP earlier, she would have
been even more of a thorn in the bosses’
side. She said she would show the par-
ty’s literature around on the job.

— Jacob Perasso
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FRESNO, Calif. — “It was prob-
ably more than 500 people who re-
sponded,” Justice Medina told Osborne
Hart, Socialist Workers Party candi-
date for vice-president, here Aug. 18.

Militant/Carole Lesnick
In Fresno, California, Aug. 18, Justice Medina, left, tells Osborne
Hart about protest he helped organize against police brutality.

In July Medina helped organize a large
and lively action to protest the June 25
Fresno cop killing of Dylan Noble, a
19-year-old unarmed roofer.

“It was my first step for activism in
Fresno,” said Medina, who is 20. He
called the action “because I don’t like
violence and I hate abuse of authority.”

“Fresno cops arrested me right after
the protest,” he said. “I was charged with
organizing an event without a permit
and with obstruction of the sidewalk.”
Medina has an Oct. 13 court date.

Ever since, “police cars sit in front of
my house and cops stop me and my rela-
tives for no reason,” he said.

“The police are set up to ‘protect and
serve’ the tiny minority of capitalists,”
Hart said. “They’re not reformable. But

Militant/Jacob Perasso

Longtime union member Mary Whitney, right, talks with SWP presidential candidate Alyson
Kennedy and campaign supporter Dean Hazlewood in Watervliet, New York, Aug. 22.

our protests are very important. They
build confidence and solidarity and can
push back against the cops, getting some
of them charged with a crime or fired.
To end cop brutality, working people
need to take political power out of the
hands of the ruling rich.”

Hart said workers and farmers in
Cuba overthrew capitalism
and U.S. domination in 1959,
transforming themselves as
they gained political con-
sciousness and a sense of
their own self-worth.

They reorganized society
from top to bottom to meet
the needs of working people,
he said. The former regime’s
police, brutal guardians of
the interests of the bosses
under capitalism, were dis-
mantled and replaced by
revolutionary-minded work-
ers.

“When I was in Cuba
a few months ago,” Hart
said, “I saw a traffic stop in
Havana where the driver got

into a heated discussion with the officer.
There was no violent attack or abuse, un-
like what a cop here or in Philadelphia,
where I live, would likely have done.”

“Working people create all the
wealth,” Hart said.

“Yes, and it’s stolen from us,” Medina
responded. “Let’s keep in touch.”

— Joel Britton
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QUEENS, NY. — “We are here to
bring solidarity and join you in oppos-
ing attacks on Muslims and mosques,”
SWP presidential candidate Kennedy
told Bazlur Rahman of the Al-Furqan
Jame Masjid mosque here Aug. 21.

The mosque's imam, Maulama
Akonjee, and his assistant Thara Uddin
were murdered in broad daylight Aug.
13. Kennedy was joined by a delegation
from the party in New York, includ-
ing Norton Sandler and Jacob Perasso,
SWP candidate for U.S. Senate.

“This is important for the working
class,” Kennedy said. “An injury to one
is an injury to all.”

— Jacob Perasso

New Zealand forum: ‘Support Kurdish struggle!’
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Militant/Baskaran Appu

AUCKLAND, New Zealand — “It is in the interests of working people
around the world to support the Kurdish struggle for self-determination,” said
Osborne Hart, left, Socialist Workers Party candidate for U.S. vice president,
at a special Militant Labor Forum here Aug. 28. The meeting protested the
assault launched by Turkish tanks and troops, U.S. warplanes and Free Syrian
Army forces against Kurdish fighters in Syria.

Hart was joined on the platform by Abbas Ahmed, speaking, from the local
Kurdish community, who outlined the Kurdish people’s fight for a homeland
and how they had been divided among Iraq, Iran, Turkey and Syria. “We are
the biggest nation in the world without a country,” Ahmed said.

“Turkey doesn’t want Kurds independent and strong,” he said, joining Hart
in speaking out against Ankara’s military assault against Syrian Kurds gaining
autonomy. “But there will be no peace in the Middle East without the Kurds.”

“I bring the solidarity of the Socialist Workers Party to the Kurdish people’s
fight for a homeland,” Hart said. “We demand that Washington gets out of the
Middle East, and we demand U.S., Turkish and Syrian hands off the Kurds.”

Patrick Brown, center, Communist League candidate for mayor of Auckland,
chaired the meeting. He said the League extends its solidarity with the fight for
the “national rights and freedom of the Kurdish people.”

Militant/Réger Calero
“We join you in opposing attacks on Muslims,” Kennedy told Bazlur Rahman, right, at
Al-Furgan Jame Masjid mosque in Queens, Aug. 21. At left is SWP leader Norton Sandler.

— JANET ROTH
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Build ‘Free Oscar Lopez’
rally, concert in DC Oct. 9

BY SETH GALINSKY

A broad and growing coalition is
building a rally and “freedom concert”
in front of the White House Oct. 9 to de-
mand the release of Oscar Lopez Rivera,
jailed in the U.S. for more than 35 years
for his participation in the fight against
the colonial status of Puerto Rico and
for independence.

“In Puerto Rico there is a broad con-
sensus in favor of freeing Oscar,” Eduar-
do Villanueva, spokesperson of the Hu-
man Rights Committee of Puerto Rico,
said by phone from San Juan Aug. 26.
“We are organizing this event to show
that in the heart of the United States, in
the belly of the beast, like José Marti
used to say, there is also broad support.
We want Obama to exercise his consti-
tutional powers and release Oscar.”

Villanueva is a member of the execu-
tive committee of the Coalition to Free
Oscar Lopez, formed to organize the
event. The coalition includes longtime
supporters of independence, church
leaders, unions, local elected officials
on the island and in the U.S., as well as
former staff members of current Gov.
Alejandro Garcia Padilla.

Buses are being organized from New
York, Philadelphia and Chicago, includ-
ing union participation from Service
Employees International Union locals
32BJ and 1199. Congressman Luis Guti-
errez from Illinois and New York City
Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito
have spoken out in support of the event.

The fight to free Lopez has been ex-
panding. The deepening economic cri-
sis in Puerto Rico, with the colonial gov-
ernment bankrupt, has battered working
people. Many have left, coming to the
US.

President Barack Obama signed a law
June 30 imposing a fiscal control board
on the island, which he will appoint, to
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Oakland

U.S., Turkish, Syrian Hands Off Kurds!
Speaker: Andrea Morell, Socialist Work-
ers Party. Fri., Sept. 9, 7:30 p.m. 675 He-
genberger Road, Suite 250. Tel.: (510)
686-1351.

UNITED KINGDOM

Manchester

U.K., U.S., Turkey, Syria — Hands Off
the Kurds! The Class Struggle in Tur-
key After the Attempted Coup. Speak-
er: Tony Hunt, Communist League. Sat.,
Sept. 10, 6:30 p.m. Donation: £2.50. Room
301, Hilton House, 26-28 Hilton St., M1
2EH. Tel.: (0161) 478-2496.
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NEW YORK

New York

The New York Socialist Workers Party
Invites You to Join Us for an Evening
of Good Food, Socializing and Political
Discussion. Hear: Osborne Hart, Social-
ist Workers Party candidate for U.S. vice
president, just returned from campaign
tour of Australia and New Zealand; Pierre
Tamabourd, on campaigning for commu-
nism in North America; Chaired by John
Studer, organizer of New York SWP. Sat.,
Sept. 3. Dinner, 6:30 p.m.; program, 7:30
p.m. 227 W. 29th St., 6th floor. Tel.: (646)
964-4793.

ensure payment to wealthy bondhold-
ers and hedge funds on Puerto Rico’s
$72 billion debt. “Obama keep your fis-
cal board and return Oscar to us,” is a
popular sign at demonstrations against
the measure.

The imposition of the board and the
resistance against it “is a confirmation
of the legitimacy of the struggle Oscar
was waging” when he was arrested, Vil-
lanueva said.

Lopez’s fight was strengthened by the
freeing of the last of the Cuban Five and
their return to Cuba in December 2014.
The five Cuban revolutionaries, framed

Continued on page 9

Oscar Lopez at Juneteenth celebration organized by Black prisoners in Terre Haute, Indiana.
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Washington, Ankara push attack on Kurds in Syria

Continued from front page
ty, who pay the price in blood.

At least 380 Turkish troops and 40
tanks are in Syria, fighting alongside
roughly 1,000 combatants from the Free
Syrian Army. The FSA is a loose coali-
tion of groups that oppose the Syrian re-
gime of Bashar al-Assad, most of whom
have received aid from Washington.
Backed by Turkish and U.S. airstrikes,
they took the border town of Jarabulus,
which had been occupied by Islamic
State, on Aug. 24 with little or no resis-
tance from the jihadist group.

Directed by Turkey, these forces im-
mediately pushed south and west, into
areas where the Syrian Democratic
Forces, a coalition of Kurdish and Arab
forces led by the YPG, have been win-
ning ground from Islamic State.

All the powers intervening in Syria
are “pursuing their own interests, not
Syria’s,” Saadeddine Somaa, an FSA
combatant and former major in Assad’s
army who entered the country with the
Turkish forces, told the New York Times
from Jarabulus Aug. 29. “The problem
is the same everywhere in Syria.”

“But within days of crossing into
Syria, backed by Turkish planes, tanks
and special forces troops,” the Times
said, “Somaa found himself fighting
Kurdish militias that, like him, counted
the Islamic State and the government of
Bashar al-Assad among their foes.”

Ankara’s aim is to control a 55-mile
stretch of Syrian territory along the
Turkish border from Jarabulus, on the
west bank of the Euphrates River, to
Marea. This would block the Kurds from
connecting the autonomous region they
have won in northeastern Syria with a
Kurdish-controlled enclave around Af-
rin, north of Aleppo.

Vice President Joe Biden, meeting
with Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan in Ankara Aug. 24, demanded
that the Kurdish forces pull back to posi-
tions east of the Euphrates. Since then,
some U.S. officials have complained
that Ankara is not paying enough at-
tention to fighting Islamic State, while
Washington continues to support the
Turkish incursion.

The YPG says its combatants have
withdrawn. Forces allied with the Syr-
ian Democratic Forces remain in the
area and have clashed with the Turkish-
led operation. One of their spokesmen
is Shervan Derwish, who earlier served
with the Kurdish forces who fought off
Islamic State in Kobani last year. “We
will defend ourselves,” he told the Wash-
ington Post Aug. 27 as the Turkish and
Free Syrian Army forces pushed toward
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Manbij, 20 miles south of Jarabulus.

In Geneva Aug. 26, Secretary of State
John Kerry and Russian Foreign Min-
ister Sergey Lavrov both stressed their
opposition to an autonomous Kurdistan
in Syria. They spoke at a news confer-
ence following talks seeking to put to-
gether military coordination in Syria.

Washington wants “a united Syria,”
Kerry said. “We do not support an inde-
pendent Kurd initiative.”

Kurds “should remain an integral
part of the Syrian state,” said Lavrov,
warning that any division of Syria “will
trigger a chain reaction throughout the
region.”

There are millions of Kurds in Tur-
key, Iraq and Iran as well as Syria.

U.S. rulers seek ‘global realignment’

Reaching a deal on Syria with Mos-
cow has been a central focus of the
Obama administration’s Mideast policy
for some time. A recent article by Zbig-
niew Brzezinski in the American Inter-
est magazine, titled “Toward a Global
Realignment,” points to some of the rea-
sons why.

Brzezinski, national security adviser
to President James Carter from 1977-8]1,
had been a major proponent of the view
that after the disintegration of the Soviet
Union in 1991 Washington was firmly
established as the one global superpow-
er and should act aggressively to reshape
the world in its interests. The attempt to
do so, however, has led to the acceler-
ated unraveling of the imperialist order,
including the devastating wars that have
torn up the Middle East, extending to
North Africa and Central Asia.

He argues that the U.S. government
“must take the lead in realigning the
global power architecture in such a way
that the violence erupting within and oc-
casionally projected beyond the Muslim
world ... can be contained without de-
stroying the global order.”” This, Brzez-
inski says, can only be done by forging
“a coalition that involves, to varying de-
grees, Russia and China.” Such a coali-
tion would in turn encourage “respon-
sible use of force by the region’s more
established states (namely, Iran, Turkey,
Israel and Egypt.)”

A variant of this policy is what Obama
is pursuing, and will be the course of
the next administration, whoever occu-
pies the White House. But the reality of
conflicting interests of different ruling
classes, amid a deepening worldwide
crisis of capitalist production and trade,
makes the prospect of a U.S.-dominated
coalition stabilizing the world a pipe
dream.

The civil warin Syriais a case in point.
Washington intervened shortly after the
Assad regime brutally crushed protests
demanding democratic rights in 2011
and then bombed and unleashed chemi-
cal weapons against its opponents. The
capitalist rulers in Moscow and Tehran
back Assad, but also seek stability. The
rulers of Turkey and Saudi Arabia —
Sunni-dominated governments that see
Shiite Iran as their major rival in the re-
gion — have in turn backed various fac-
tions fighting against Assad.

Washington’s moves, and others’
countermoves, have created space for
the emergence of the reactionary Islam-
ic State, many of whose commanders
are former officers from Saddam Hus-
sein’s regime in Iraq. All this contrib-
utes to a war that no side can win and
has left hundreds of thousands dead and
driven millions from their homes, with
no end in sight.

Meanwhile, the Erdogan govern-
ment continues its attacks on the Kurd-
ish population in southeastern Turkey.
“Military curfews are continuing in
many towns and villages,” Ertugrul
Kurkcu, a member of parliament for
the Kurdish-based Peoples’ Democratic
Party (HDP), told the Militant by phone
Aug. 29. “As many as 1 million people
are affected, including 300,000 who’ve
had to leave their homes.”

Kurkcu condemned Ankara’s actions
in Syria, saying, “The Kurdish inhabit-
ants have been there for centuries, why
shouldn’t they decide their future?”
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Help the Militant cover labor struggles around the world!

This column gives a voice to those engaged in battle and building solidarity
today — including miners fighting attacks on retirees’ pensions and healthcare,
workers locked out by Honeywell and construction workers demanding safe
conditions. | invite those involved in workers’ battles to contact me at 306 W.
37th St., 13th Floor, New York, NY 10018; or (212) 244-4899; or themilitant(@
mac.com. We’ll work together to ensure your story is told.

North Sea oil and gas workers
hold strikes over cuts in jobs, pay

LONDON — Some 400 workers on
seven Royal Dutch Shell oil and gas
rigs in the North Sea have taken sit-
down strike action to protest wage and
job cuts and deteriorating conditions.
These were the first strike actions on
North Sea rigs in three decades.

The workers, members of the Unite
and RMT unions, are employees of
Wood Group, a maintenance and con-
struction contractor. They organized
a 24-hour stoppage July 26 and a 48-
hour strike Aug. 4-5. A planned three-
week walkout was called off after the
employers agreed to talks.

More than 98 percent of the union-
ists voted for action. They have pro-
tested outside Shell and Wood Group
offices here, in Manchester and in Ab-
erdeen. Unions around the world have
sent messages of support.

The workers are protesting the third
in a series of cuts to jobs, pay and con-
ditions in the last two years, as compa-
nies drive to make workers pay for the
steep drop in oil and gas prices. Unem-
ployment claims in Aberdeen, the cen-
ter of the U.K.s oil and gas industry in
the North Sea, have more than doubled
since the end of 2014.

Wood Group recently imposed a
new work schedule: three weeks on,
three off, instead of two on, three off.
This amounts to working five extra
weeks per year with no increase in
pay, and allowed the company to cut
the workforce by 20 percent. On the
rigs, working a 12-hour shift every day
is the norm.

Speaking anonymously to the in-
dustry publication Energy Voice, one
worker estimated Wood Group’s latest
demands would cut his overall pay 30
percent. “They’re cutting our sickness
benefits, holidays,” he added. “We’re
working in a very dangerous environ-
ment. ... I do a lot of safety work off-
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shore and I genuinely believe that it is
a disaster waiting to happen.”

Energy Voice quoted a Wood Group
spokeswoman who said, “Our employ-
ees’ safety and welfare is our priority.”

— Jonathan Silberman

Teamster bus drivers and aides in
Illinois strike for first contract

MINOOKA, Ill. — Bus drivers and
aides, members of Teamsters Local
179, went on strike against Minooka
School Districts 111 and 201 Aug. 18,
just after the school year began in this
town of 11,000 southwest of Chicago.

“We need benefits and overtime
pay,” John Keese told the Militant.
“We have no insurance. Safety is also
an issue, as the buses are overcrowded,
with as many as 100 students on a bus
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rated for 71.”

“This is the first contract for the 135
drivers and aides here,” said Tina Nall,
a driver for six years. “We won the
union last December and began nego-
tiating our first contract in February.”

“This strike isn’t just about us,” she
continued. “It’s about growing the labor
movement. Unfortunately, we have too
many union members crossing the line.”

Strikers explained that over the past
three years maintenance has deterio-

Militant/Salm Eoli;
School bus drivers and aides on strike in Minooka, lllinois, Aug. 22, fighting for first con-
tract since voting in Teamsters union last year. Safety and health benefits are key issues.

rated. When state inspectors “red flag”
a bus as unsafe, it isn’t taken out of ser-
vice.

Aides haven’t gotten a raise in seven
years, Cheryl Mathias said. “We earn
$11.58 an hour on a five-hour split shift.”

Many drivers passing by honked
their horns in support.

The school district is using bus me-
chanics as drivers, a member of the
union negotiating team said.

— Dan Fein

SWP candidate visits McLeod County, Minnesota

Continued from page 2

tion that placed Kennedy and Hart on
the Minnesota ballot for U.S. president
this November, along with seven other
states. It is that support that brought
Hart for a visit here and elsewhere in
Minnesota, where he spent a few days
knocking on doors and chatting with
locals on the street.

“What we’ve found (is) ... work-
ing people are open to looking at the
world differently,” Hart said.

Hart acknowledged the popularity
of Sanders, who described himself
as a socialist Democrat during his
campaign. He said Sanders brought
to the electoral process a message
of the people demanding more from
the 1 percent of Americans who hold
the majority of wealth. But Hart said
a key difference separates Sanders

—25,50, AND 75 YEARS AGO

September 13, 1991

HARTFORD, Connecticut — Fifty
demonstrators gathered here August
30 to demand “Freedom and Justice for
the Puerto Rico/Hartford 15! Drop the
Charges!”

The event marked the sixth anniver-
sary of the launching of the FBI op-
eration that resulted in the arrests of 15
Puerto Rican independence activists.

They were brought from the island of
Puerto Rico to Connecticut and forced
to spend many months in pretrial deten-
tion before a public outcry forced their
release. The case of the Hartford 15 has
received international attention because
it highlights Puerto Rico’s status as a
colony of the United States.

In 1989, five of the 15 were put on
trial. Four were convicted on charges of
conspiracy in connection with a 1983
robbery. These four received sentences
ranging from 15 to 65 years.

from the Socialist Workers Party.

“He thought capitalism could be re-
formed,” Hart said. He said his party
wants to move the country away from
capitalism. Capitalism, he said, is “in
an irreversible crisis.”

Despite campaigning, Hart said
the change he seeks won’t happen on
Election Day.

“Pulling the lever doesn’t do it,” he
said. “That’s why we campaign year
round.”

The party actively seeks to aid pro-
testers and unions wherever possible.
Social change, and fair labor practices
are both important causes to Hart and
Kennedy.

Revolutions, Hart said, require the
mobilization of the working class. He
cited civil rights movements to end
black segregation and to grant women

the right to vote as movements that
required massive turnout and demon-
stration from Americans when there
wasn’t a poll. He also pointed to the
right to vote for 18-year-old Ameri-
cans as the result of public pressure.
At the time, young soldiers were dy-
ing in Vietnam without the right to
vote.

Even though the ticket is not on the
ballot in all states, Hart still encour-
aged voters to consider his party on
Election Day if they are not satisfied
with the other candidates, or are con-
sidering voting for one they dislike
simply to oppose another they dislike
more.

“With lesser evil politics, you al-
ways get evil,” he said. “We say vote
for us whether we are on the ballot or
not, that will be a demonstration.”

THE MILITANT
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September 12, 1966

Increasing numbers of unionists are
recognizing the urgent need for wage-
escalator clauses in union contracts.
Without such clauses to provide for
wage increases in compensation for
price increases, real wages will decline
sharply.

But also, it is being recognized that
there are serious flaws in the escalator
clauses now being included in union
pacts. The biggest defect is that virtually
all of them use as their official guide the
Consumer Price Index of the U.S. De-
partment of Labor’s Bureau of Labor
Statistics.

It has become increasingly apparent
over the years that the BLS figures are
rigged to minimize actual increases in
living costs. The index does not take
into account the widespread practice of
lowering quality standards as a means
of raising prices.

September 13, 1941

The famous Minneapolis Union De-
fense Guard, organized three years ago
by members of Local 544 of the team-
sters union, will be the center of the gov-
ernment’s case in the trial of 29 leaders
of the Socialist Workers Party and of the
Motor Transport and Allied Workers In-
dustrial Union, Local 544-CIO.

Originally the government set out to
convict the defendants on the basis of
their militant opposition to the Roos-
evelt war program and the shackling of
the labor movement to the war machine.

However, a council of war decided
it was too dangerous to press the case
on the basis of their anti-war policy,
which might win much popular sym-
pathy for the defendants, and it was
decided instead to accuse them of
“arming the workers,” which they
claim was the function of the Union
Defense Guard.
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Debate on Georgia mosque

Continued from front page

in Afghanistan, Iraq and Syria— that
have killed tens of thousands of toil-
ers, most of them Muslims — have
been overseen by Democratic and Re-
publican administrations alike, from
Bush to Clinton to Bush and Obama,”
said Manuel, who did identify him-
self. “The crisis unfolding in that part
of the world is a result of the unrav-
eling of the U.S.-imposed imperialist
world order.

“We also face the consequences of
the world economic crisis, from con-
tinued high unemployment to lack of
health care,” Manuel said. “We need a
movement independent of both capi-
talist parties that fights for all workers,
including those who are Muslims.”

Half a dozen people joined Manuel
in standing up in defense of the right
of Muslims to build in the communi-
ty. “If this discussion was happening
100 years ago, there’s a good chance
it would be about my people,” com-
mented Kendra Miller, who said she
was of Jewish descent.

“I don’t think many of you re-
ally know how they are as a people,”
said a 17-year-old African-American
woman who didn’t identify herself.
“I would like to say that not long ago
people like me, Black people, were
treated the same way.”

Mohammad Islam is the Imam of
Masjid Attaqwa mosque in Doraville,
a suburb of Atlanta, who organized to
purchase the Newton County land. He
came to the United States from Ban-
gladesh 24 years ago and now leads a
congregation of some 200 members,
mostly Bangladeshis. In an Aug. 24
meeting with SWP leaders, he ex-
plained that they have no place to
bury their dead and to pray before the
burial.

“Land is very expensive, especially
in Atlanta. We found this 135-acre site
for sale in Newton County near anoth-
er cemetery and at a price we thought
we could raise,” Islam said. “Our plan
was approved by the Newton County
Commission, and we closed the deal
last August.”

Islam said that they were not in-
vited to the Aug. 22 evening meet-
ings and that they learned about the
moratorium on the religious buildings
from the news.

“We are not in a hurry. It is more
important for us to have good relations
with those who will be our neigh-
bors and to answer any questions or
concerns that they have,” Islam said.
“Yesterday a group of Newton Coun-
ty residents accepted our invitation to

visit our mosque and get to know one
another.”

Over the past five years, officials in
Lilburn, Kennesaw and Snellville, all
cities across metro Atlanta, have used
zoning laws to deter Muslim projects
from being built.

Between 2009 and 2015, the Geor-
gia Council on American-Islamic
Relations has documented more than
40 incidents in which mosques faced
interference, local building moratori-
ums, vandalism and harassment.

The NAACP, CAIR and more than
a dozen Muslim groups have asked
the Department of Justice to investi-
gate the Newton County moratorium.

Ronnie Johnston, mayor of Coving-
ton, and the other four town mayors in
Newton County, wrote to the county
commission Aug. 26 urging them to
remove the moratorium on places of
worship and that a meeting be set up
with leaders of the proposed mosque.
“We will all have to work to undo
some of the ill will you created by
your actions,” they said.

On Aug. 27, supporters of SWP
candidates Manuel and Alyson Ken-
nedy and Osborne Hart for president
and vice president campaigned door
to door in Covington, introducing
the party and its program. They dis-
cussed how to fight against the effects
on working people of Washington’s
imperialist wars abroad and capitalist
depression conditions at home. They
took the opportunity to discuss what
workers thought about the proposed
mosque and cemetery.

Steve Shope, an electrician, told
SWP member Susan LaMont he was
concerned that building a mosque
in Newton County might attract ter-
rorists to the area, even though he
thought the people with the mosque
are not terrorists themselves.

“I don’t want to label anybody,”

that imposed a “burkini ban.”

Protests denounce French anti-Muslim ‘burkini ban’

Dozens of women held a “beach party” outside the French Embassy in
London, above, Aug. 25 to protest the banning of Muslim women wearing
full-body bathing suits by some 30 municipal governments in France. Similar
protests took place that day in Berlin and in Leucate, France, one of the towns

Over the summer some Muslim women have faced fines and police ha-
rassment for wearing headscarves and other clothing of their choice to the
beach. A video from a beach in Nice shows a woman surrounded by armed
cops, apparently being forced to remove her long-sleeve top. The ordinances
officially bar “beachwear which ostentatiously displays religious affiliation,” in
the name of “public order” and “secularism.”

France’s top administrative court overturned the burkini ban for the town of
Villeneuve-Loubet Aug. 26, saying the decree was an “illegal infringement on
basic freedoms such as freedom to come and go, freedom of conscience and
personal freedom.” But neither the fight over such discriminatory moves, nor
the debate on the rights of Muslims has ended. Ange-Pierre Vivoni, Socialist
Party mayor of Sisco, Corsica, vowed not to withdraw the ban there. Prime
Minister Manuel Valls, also of the Socialist Party, has supported the decrees.
Former President Nicolas Sarkozy called for a nationwide ban on the burkini
as he launched a new presidential bid for his Republican party Aug. 25.

Reuters/Neil Hall

— NAOMI CRAINE

Shope said. “I don’t see how what
the terrorists are doing accomplishes
anything for the Muslim people.”
“It’s important for us as workers to
be conscious that anti-Muslim rheto-
ric and actions cut across working
people coming together to fight in
our common interests,” LaMont said.
“And the seemingly endless U.S.-led

wars in the Mideast are what have
created the conditions in which re-
actionary terror groups like Islamic
State recruit and grow. And they are
responsible for hostility and discrimi-
nation against Muslims.”

After the discussion, Shope said
he’d like to try a subscription to the
Militant.

Miami forum: ‘Oppose attacks on Muslims, mosques’

BY ANTHONY DUTROW
MIAMI — Imam Muhammad
Saeed, from the Baitul Naseer

mosque in Hallandale Beach, and
Cynthia Jaquith, Socialist Workers
Party candidate for U.S. Senate from
Florida, joined in opposing attacks on
Muslims and defending freedom of
worship at a public forum here Aug.
20. The program was organized at the
Militant Labor Forum after the assas-
sination of Imam Maulama Akonjee
and his assistant, Thara Uddin, in
Queens, New York, a week earlier.
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“Many of those immigrating to the
United States,” Saeed said, “come
here because of the U.S. tradition of
freedom of worship and separation of
church and state. These rights must
be defended by all, regardless of reli-
gious differences.”

The Baitul Naseer mosque is affili-
ated to the Ahmadiyya Muslim Com-
munity, which has spoken out against
attacks on Muslims and mosques
and denounced the terrorism of anti-
working-class groups like Islamic
State. The mosque sponsored a broad
public meeting last December to con-
demn the killing of 14 people in San
Bernardino, California, by two self-
proclaimed supporters of IS.

“Working people need to speak out
against anti-Islamic attacks and fight
for the prosecution of those respon-
sible for the killings in New York,”
Jaquith said. “These attacks stem
from a sustained anti-Muslim cam-
paign, as Washington has stepped up
its military intervention in the Middle
East to try to protect its profits and its
crumbling world order.”

The anti-Islamic rhetoric of both
the Democratic and Republican par-
ties is aimed at justifying that inter-
vention and increased encroachments
on the rights of all working people,

not just Muslims, she said.

Jaquith described a number of re-
cent attacks against Muslims and
mosques in Florida and urged par-
ticipants to join the fight against the
violence and prejudice whipped up by
the rulers.

Following the June 12 terrorist as-
sault at the popular gay nightclub
Pulse in Orlando by Islamic State
supporter Omar Mateen that left 49
dead and 53 wounded, the nearby Fort
Pierce Islamic Center began getting
threats, Jaquith said. Mateen had at-
tended services at the mosque. The St.
Lucie County Sheriff’s Office reject-
ed requests for police protection until
July 2, when a worshipper leaving the
center was attacked and beaten.

A string of arson fires at Islamic
facilities began in Tampa in July, she
said. An Aug. 5 blaze caused $25,000
in damages to the Masjid Omar
mosque.

Boca Raton Supervisor of Elections
Susan Bucher, a Democrat, informed
the media July 8 that she was remov-
ing the Islamic Center as a polling
place for the November elections, Ja-
quith reported. Bucher said she acted
in response to complaints received
about using a mosque as a voting lo-
cation.



‘Natural’ disasters are result of capitalist profit drive

Below is an excerpt from “The
Stewardship of Nature Also Falls
to the Working Class: In Defense of
Land and Labor,” a statement ad-
opted by the July 2007 convention of
the Socialist Workers Party. The en-
tire document appears in issue no. 14
of the magazine New International.
Copyright © 2008 by New Interna-
tional. Reprinted by permission.

[T]he social disaster that followed
Hurricane Katrina in 2005—ravag-
ing low-lying parts of New Orleans
inhabited largely by working people,
most of them Black, as well as else-
where along the Gulf Coast—shined
a spotlight worldwide on the “values”
of U.S. imperialism’s ruling families
and the state that serves their class.
The moneyed rulers had known for
decades that flood levies would give
way when a strong hurricane hit near
the city, yet they refused to dip into the
surplus value they wring from the un-
paid labor of working people in order
to rebuild and reinforce the seawalls.
Workers across the region, despite
the acts of solidarity they displayed
toward each other throughout the cri-
sis, bore the deadly consequences of
wretched housing; lack of emergency
flood protection, transportation, and
evacuation procedures; and longtime,
morale-sapping cop corruption and
brutality so endemic to life under the
city fathers.

Despite the rulers’ sentimental pre-
tense of “rebuilding” New Orleans,
toilers there continue to bear the brunt
of capitalist greed and indifference to

Above, Militant/Jacquie Henderson
Aug. 29, 2008, march in New Orleans
protests conditions three years after
Hurricane Katrina. “Cajun Navy”
volunteer, right, rescues neighbors
from recent flooding in Louisiana.
Capitalist profit drive creates con-
ditions that turn natural events like
these into social disasters, with work-
ers facing the deadly consequences.

this day. Life or death, a home
still habitable or forced dias-
pora—a few feet above or be-
low sea level marked the class
divide. ...

In late 2006 a number of daily
newspapers carried obituaries of a
prominent U.S. geographer named
Gilbert White. “Floods are ‘acts of
god,” White had written in 1942, “but
flood losses are largely acts of man.”
White’s studies documented the fact
that throughout most of the world the
poorest layers of the rural and ur-
ban populations live on or near flood

plains, either to scrape out a living or
because better-protected areas are re-
served for the propertied classes. ...
““The basic problem is how to get
people off the flood plain, he said.
‘And after all these years, here we
are with Katrina.”” “Perhaps we may
envisage a new kind of army,” White
had said in his 1942 article, a global
“peace force, of young people recruit-
ed and trained under international di-

Flood destruction in La. is social catastrophe

Continued from front page
pensive, they said.

But developers and banks found
money to finance and build more
houses on low-lying land near area
rivers, putting more and more work-
ing people at risk.

Little notice was given before the
rain hit. The storm dumped as much
water as a hurricane like Katrina,
Barry Keim, Louisiana’s state cli-
matologist, told the press. Because
it didn’t have a federally designated
“name” like Katrina, it just “snuck
up” on people, he said.

The Louisiana Governor’s Office of
Homeland Security and Emergency
Preparedness estimated that as many as
160,000 homes have been affected by
the flood. Already, more than 120,000
households have applied for federal di-
saster assistance. One of the hardest hit
areas was Livingston Parish, just east of
Baton Rouge, where 75 percent of the
homes have been destroyed.

Across the region, more than 30,000
people needed rescue. Many were
saved not by state or local officials,
but by what locals call the “Cajun
Navy” — working-class people and
neighbors who had set out with their
personal boats looking for people who
might be in trouble. Many traveled
miles, including Katrina veterans, to
come to the devastated areas and help.

One of the volunteers from Baton
Rouge was Abdullah Muflahi, owner
of the Triple S convenience store, the
place where Baton Rouge police shot
and killed Alton Sterling two months

ago, leading to outrage and public
protests. Muflahi met Socialist Work-
ers Party vice-presidential candidate
Osborne Hart when he joined the pro-
tests there.

“The flooding devastated this entire
area. And for most people the crisis is
ongoing,” Muflahi told the Militant in
a phone interview Aug. 28. “People
who lost their homes are now fighting
for insurance payments and FEMA
claims. Many people have complained
to me that they were promised less
than half of what they lost.

“Many who live here are also rent-
ers — and they lost everything and
literally have to start over again,” he
said. “Their home is wrecked; their
car is flooded and totaled out by the
insurance company; and almost ev-
eryone else near you is in the same
situation. These are problems faced
by tens of thousands in this area.”

“When the rains slowed down, peo-
ple brought out their personal boats
and trucks to do the work,” Muflahi
said. “Without this volunteer help, I
fear many people would still be out
there and things would be a lot worse.

“If people’s homes were destroyed
they have no place to go and no one
giving them much help,” he said.
“There are shelters, but they are most-
ly full.”

Working people in the area face a
devastating housing crisis. “There
simply aren’t habitable homes avail-
able for rent,” National Public Radio
reported Aug. 19. And if you didn’t
have flood insurance — and many

didn’t — you face economic calamity.

The state government and FEMA
have announced a program along the
lines of “Rapid Repairs” — a program
initiated by FEMA in response to Su-
perstorm Sandy in New York. The
program was notable for one thing —
workers hit by the storm said it was
structured to reward contractors for
doing substandard repair work.

rection for the task of building healthy
and prosperous communities.”

A worthy proposal. One deserv-
ing of the response, paraphrasing Er-
nesto Che Guevara: To have an army
of revolutionary rebuilders, you must
first make a revolution.! To forge a
“new kind of army” of “young peo-
ple recruited and trained for the task
of building healthy and prosperous
communities,” working people must
first have a revolutionary ethos, élan,
discipline, and determination that is
conquered only in the course of a suc-

cessful fight for power. Without
the victory of the Cuban Revo-
lution in 1959, for example, the
mass campaign that marshaled
the enthusiasm and capacities
of more than 100,000 youth in
1961 and wiped out illiteracy in
a single year, transforming that
generation of young people in
the process, would have been un-
imaginable.

So long as the extraction of
surplus value in warlike com-
petition for profits dictates the
production and distribution of
wealth, land will remain private

property and rental housing for the
toiling majority will be built where
the propertied classes don’t want
to live. It will be constructed where
workers can “afford” the rent, includ-
ing often on flood plains.

Only the leadership of a workers
and farmers government, conquered
in revolutionary struggle, can lead
working people to even face confront-
ing the vast worldwide pathologies
of capitalism, let alone bring to bear
their creativity, energies, discipline,
and solidarity to cure them.

1. In August 1960 the Argentine-born
leader of the Cuban Revolution, Er-
nesto Che Guevara, himself original-
ly a physician, told a group of young
medical students and health workers
in Havana that “to be a revolutionary
doctor ... there must first be a revolu-
tion.” In Che Guevara Talks to Young
People (Pathfinder, 2000), 2007, print-
ing, p. 52.

Residents in deadly Maryland
explosion point to landlord, city

BY ARLENE RUBINSTEIN

SILVER SPRINGS, Md. — “The
explosion that destroyed part of this
complex, killing seven people and
forcing over 100 into homelessness
Aug. 10, could easily have been pre-
vented,” Glova Scott, Socialist Work-
ers Party candidate for U.S. Congress
in the District of Columbia, told work-
ers she met going door to door at the
Flower Branch apartments here Aug.
21.

Shortly before midnight, an explo-
sion and fire tore through 14 apart-
ments. The National Transportation
and Safety Board is probing the blast.
NTSB investigator Ravi Chhatre told
the Washington Post it will take a year.

Residents say they smelled gas in
the building weeks before the explo-
sion. Adriene Boye, who lived in the
complex, reported it to the property
management. They did nothing. He
called 911 emergency services July 25.

“They came and told us it smelled like
incense,” and they left, he told NBC
News.

“The landlord just cared about his
rent and the government didn’t do any-
thing at all,” Scott said.

Yamileth Reyes told Scott and SWP
campaigners that she knows something
about disasters like this. She moved
to the U.S. after Hurricane Mitch de-
stroyed her home in Honduras in 1998.

“The rulers and the press say these
are ‘natural disasters.” But they are so-
cial catastrophes caused by capitalist
social relations, and they happen far
too often, from Katrina in New Or-
leans to the flooding in Baton Rouge
today,” Scott said. “That’s why the
Socialist Workers Party campaigns to
build a movement of millions that can
take political power out of the hands of
the capitalists and put it into the hands
of the working class, to reorganize so-
ciety on new moral and social values.”
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Dignity, courage of Cuban 5 inspired fellow prisoners

Below is an excerpt from an interview
with Roddy Rodriguez in Voices From
Prison, one of Pathfinder’s Books of the
Month for August. Rodriguez served
time in prison alongside Cuban revo-
lutionary René Gonzdlez in Florida.
He describes how he was transformed
through his relationship with René.
Gonzalez and Gerardo Hernandez, Ra-
mon Labariino, Antonio Guerrero and
Fernando Gonzdlez were known as the
Cuban Five. Framed up by the FBI in
1998 for monitoring counterrevolution-
ary Cuban groups in Florida to prevent
violent attacks on Cuba, they received
harsh sentences. René Gonzalez was re-
leased in 2011 and the last three were
freed and returned to Cuba in 2014. The
dignity, courage and discipline of the
Five in prison, along with the struggle
mounted by the people of Cuba, their
revolutionary government and the soli-
darity of millions worldwide, made this
possible. Copyright © 2014 by Pathfind-
er Press. Reprinted by permission.

BOOKS OF
THE MONTH

INTERVIEWER EDMUNDO GaRciA: Rod-
dy [Rodriguez] was in the same prison
with the Cuban antiterrorist fighter
and Hero of the Republic of Cuba,
René Gonzalez. For several years, be-
tween 2004 and René’s release in Sep-
tember 2011, Roddy got to know René,
and this left an imprint on his life.

fBOOKS

OF THE MONTH
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Voices From Prison
The Cuban Five

by Gerardo Hernandez,
Ramon Labanino, Rafael
Cancel Miranda

Accounts of prison life and
resistance. Pays tribute to the
unbending dignity and integrity
of the Cuban Five, framed up by
the U.S. government.

$7. Special price: $5.25

The Jewish Question
by Abram Leon
$25. Special price: $18.75

Lenin's Struggle for a
Revolutionary International
Documents 1907-1916

$38. Special price: $28.50
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Malcolm X:

The Last Speeches

by Malcolm X

Speeches and interviews, including the
final two speeches given prior to his
assassination on Feb. 21, 1965.

$17. Special price: $12.75

Writings of
Leon Trotsky (1936-37)
$37. Special price: $27.75

L'histoire du trotskysme
ameéricain
(History of American Trotskyism)

by James P Cannon
$22. Special price: $16.50

Join Pathfinder Readers Club
for $10 and receive
discounts all year long

ORDER ONLINE AT

WWW.PATHFINDERPRESS.COM
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Courtesy Rodolfo Rodriguez

Roddy Rodriguez, right, in T-shirt he painted saying “Free Cuban Five,” with Cuban revolu-
tionary René Gonzilez, left. “René is a man of principles, like all of the Five,” said Rodriguez.

How did you meet René?

RopriGuez: 1 arrived at the Mari-
anna prison in 2002. In 2004 a hurri-
cane destroyed the place and the Na-
tional Guard took us out. After two
months, I was part of the first group that
went back. The next day a group was
brought in from another prison, and
René Gonzalez was among them.

I was introduced to him by a fellow
Cuban who said, “Hey, man, let me in-
troduce you to the spy.” Everyone there
called them “spies” — that’s the way it
was and they accepted that. It’s what
they were accused of, even though they
were never involved in espionage.

That’s how I met René, and I can tru-
ly tell you it has been one of the friend-
ships that changed my life the most.

I was raised in a home where there
was a lot of hostility toward the govern-
ment of our country. Today I thank God
that my thinking is completely differ-
ent.

I believe in God, and in prison I was
seen as the one who brought in religion.
I have to tell you that so you’ll under-
stand what follows.

When [ first met René, right off the
bat I told him that I believe in God. I
expected René to take me on, to start
arguing with me.

What happened? He replied, “That’s
great. | don’t. But I believe that a true
Christian will want the best for human-
ity, and if my friendship with you helps
you become a better Christian, I’ll be
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very happy.” That had a tremendous
impact on me.

So that’s how our friendship began.
We lived two cells apart. We weren’t
cellmates because we each had too
many things —especially books —
to fit in the same cell. We would see
each other whenever the doors were
opened, except when René went run-
ning. It wasn’t easy to keep up with him
—heranalot.

It was my relationship with René¢ that
began changing the way I thought. I be-
gan to see things for myself, and even-
tually I was convinced.

In prison I met people from differ-
ent countries — out of respect, I don’t
want to mention which ones — and it
pained me to notice that some couldn’t
read or write. Then I thought about the
Cuban people — even those who are
here — and I told myself, “Wow, there’s
not a single one who doesn’t know how
to read! I come from a country that’s
been blessed.”

Now I understand all the positive
sides of Cuba that I didn’t see before.
And all that I began to understand
thanks to René.

René is a man of principles, like all of
the Five. He would tell me, “Principles
have no price, because whoever has
them won’t sell them, and whoever sells
himself doesn’t have principles.” 1 be-
lieve their principles have helped make
them popular and respected in the pris-
ons they’ve been in.
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I’ll never forget the time René got me
a book of Bible stories from the library.
He asked me, “Would you like to read
this book together?” It was in English
— I can read English but he reads it
well — and he began to translate it into
Spanish. We read the whole book — the
story of Abraham, everything.

Things like that made me realize
René was not some fanatic, that he was
true to his principles. He lives up to
what he says. You can tell him what you
think, without upsetting him. He re-
spects your ideas. “You have the right
to say what you think,” he’d always say.
“Just as [ have the right to think as I do.”

GaRrcia: Did other prisoners have the
same respect for him?

RopriGuez: 1 think everyone did.
I’ll never forget this young Black guy,
his cellmate, who composed a rap
song with a political theme about the
US and sang it for everyone in the yard
where we held events on special oc-
casions like July 4 or Christmas Eve.
I can’t tell you exactly what his politi-
cal ideas were, but I think perhaps he
was inspired by his relationship with
René, by coming to understand the
cause of the Five. Many people didn’t
know what was happening around the
Five and when they learned they were
surprised. We even had a T-shirt made
with the symbol of the Five and the star
from the Cuban flag. ...

Garcia: Were some of the Cubans in
Marianna hostile to René?

RopriGUEZ:  You might say they
weren’t so much hostile to René as they
were to themselves, because they said
things in his presence that could hurt,
or shock. For example, someone, I don’t
remember who, said one day, “My
mother went to Havana for cataract sur-
gery and she had to bring her own towel
and sheets.”

Well, like Peter in the Bible, who
marched forward sword in hand, I al-
ways spoke first. “Really,” I said. “And
how much did she have to pay for the
operation?”

“She had to bring her own sheets. It
would have been an outrage if they had
charged her,” he replied.

“You’re right,” I said. “When we took
my father to the Beraja Medical Insti-
tute in Miami for cataract surgery, we
didn’t have to take towels or sheets. But
they charged him $1,200 for each eye. I
don’t know how many boxes of sheets
you could buy with that. Would you
rather bring sheets or pay $2,400?”
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—MESSAGE FROM SWP CANDIDATES

SWP: Back coal miners’ fight!

Continued from front page

the miners and calls on working people to join the
Sept. 8 rally by the United Mine Workers union in
Washington, D.C. Both of us will be there to join in
demanding that the U.S. government guarantee re-
tirement funds and health benefits for coal miners.

Coal production in the U.S. in the first quarter
this year dropped 17 percent compared to the pre-
vious quarter. But it’s not true that coal is on the
verge of extinction.

Over the last 10 years coal output in the U.S.
has leveled off, even as the capitalist bosses closed
mines and slashed the workforce by about 50 per-
cent over the past six years. In the early 1980s, “our
normal workweek was basically 40 hours,” miner
Howard Cook, 54, told WBUR radio in March.
But in the last 10 years “it was more like a 60-hour
week.” At the same time the mine bosses used more
and more high-powered machinery that pulverizes
rocks and increases silica dust in the air.

Through union battles, miners won and enforced
safety and health on the job, including the right to
withdraw from dangerous conditions. This virtu-
ally eliminated black lung disease. But as a result
of the bosses’ offensive and attacks on the union,
today it’s at the highest level since the early ’70s.
We need to fight for workers control and the right
of the union to shut down any mine that is unsafe.

As part of our campaign, we have been going
door to door in West Virginia, Utah, Kentucky,
Alabama and Illinois — and in towns small and
large from coast to coast — talking to working peo-

Join UMWA rally
at U.S. Capitol

Thurs., Sept. 8, 11 a.m.

For bus info, visit www.umwa.org

ple about the capitalist economic crisis. Working
people face the same problems around the world
and need solidarity.

Over the last several decades, unions won pen-
sions and health care tied to the profits of their
individual companies. The latest wave of mining
bankruptcies underscores why we need to fight for
something different — government-funded guar-
anteed health care and pensions for all, regardless
of where you work.

The capitalist candidates and parties have no so-
lution.

Hillary Clinton showed her scorn for working
people, proclaiming, “We’re going to put a lot of
coal miners” out of work.

Donald Trump claims he will bring back coal
jobs. But when he visits coal country he holds
closed-door meetings with the same mine bosses
who are closing mines, scuttling safety, pushing
forced overtime, and using the bankruptcy scam to
tear up union contracts.

It’s true that generating energy from fossil fuels
in pursuit of profit is detrimental to both the health
of the workers involved and to the natural environ-
ment in which we live and labor.

Today one-third of the world does not have elec-
tricity, a basic requirement for reading, culture and
political struggle. Miners will lead the fight for safe
energy that is cleaner to meet the needs of workers
around the world, while assuring jobs for all that
are productive and socially worthwhile.

Actions like the Sept. 8 rally are an example of
the solidarity the labor movement needs to orga-
nize, fight and push back the bosses unrelenting of-
fensive. As working people organize to stand up to
defend our interests, we learn that we are capable
of countering the dog-eat-dog system of capitalism.
That we can build a powerful movement of workers
and farmers to take political power out of the hands
of the propertied rulers and open the road to orga-
nizing a society based on human needs, not profits.

Oct. 9 rally to demand ‘Free Oscar Lopez’

Continued from page 4

up and imprisoned in the U.S. for some 15 years, have
repeatedly called for Lopez’s freedom. Fernando
Gonzalez, one of the Five, shared a cell with him for
four years in a federal prison in Terre Haute, Indiana.

The fight is also strengthened by growing recogni-
tion — despite Washington’s claims to the contrary —
that Puerto Rico is a U.S. colony.

Born in San Sebastian, Puerto Rico, Lopez moved
to Chicago when he was 14. He was drafted into the
U.S. Army and sent to Vietnam. Upon returning to
Chicago he joined fights against discrimination in
housing and jobs, against police brutality, for bilingual
education and for freeing Puerto Rican political pris-
oners.

Lopez was arrested in 1981, accused by U.S. pros-
ecutors of being a leader of the Armed Forces of Na-
tional Liberation (FALN), which claimed responsibil-
ity for bombing banks and corporations in the U.S.
with ties to Puerto Rico. Having no physical evidence
linking him to any violent crime, the U.S. government
charged Lopez with “sedi-

“He doesn’t try to impose his views on anybody, he
respects everybody’s space,” Villanueva said. Many
prisoners have asked for his help in studying English,
art — Lopez learned how to paint in prison — and
history, Villanueva said.

Lopez has extended support to struggles of others,
including the fight for Black rights in the U.S. He gave
a speech to a Juneteenth celebration, organized by Af-
rican-American prisoners. “He spoke on the history of
Puerto Rico and its relation to the African-American
freedom struggle,” Alejandro Molina, spokesperson
for the U.S.-based Boricua Human Rights Network,
told the Militant.

The unfolding crisis in Puerto Rico presents an
opportunity to increase the pressure on the U.S. gov-
ernment to release Lopez, Molina said. “We want as
many people to turn out for the rally and concert as
possible.”

For more information on the Oct. 9 action and how
you can get involved, visit: freeoscarlopeznow.com or
boricuahumanrights.org.

tious conspiracy” and rail-
roaded him to prison.

U.S. officials have tried
with no success to break
Lopez’s spirit, throwing
him in solitary confine-
ment his first 12 years in a
prison.

Lopez continues to ]
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dence for Puerto Rico

from his prison cell today. Address

City State  Zip

Villanueva, who talks
frequently with him, said
that Lopez “has a lot of
respect from his fellow
prisoners.”
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Socialist Workers Party 2016 Campaign
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Voting rights battle

Continued from front page
lenges followed.

The Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals July 29
struck down as unconstitutional the state’s 2013 vot-
ing law, one of the strictest in the nation, saying it
violates the right to equal protection guaranteed by
the 14th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution and
its provisions “target African-Americans.” Govern-
ment officials are fighting to undermine the decision.

The new state law imposed a strict photo ID re-
quirement to vote, eliminated same-day voter reg-
istration, shortened the state’s early voting period
from 17 to 10 days, cut Sunday voting days, pro-
hibited extending voting hours, prevented your vote
from being counted if you went to the wrong pre-
cinct, and allowed any voter to challenge ballots of
other voters.

The law’s restrictions are aimed at “impeding
rights,” Donald Matthews, president of the NAACP
in Randolph County, North Carolina, told the Mili-
tant by phone Aug. 26. “People of color given the
opportunity will vote in greater numbers on Sunday
than other days, and they also tend to vote early.”

On Aug. 15 the state of North Carolina filed an
emergency appeal asking the U.S. Supreme Court
to overturn the circuit court’s ruling. It argued that
making these “eleventh-hour alterations” to the rules
officials have been implementing would “put state
and local election officials in an exceedingly diffi-
cult position” and could create “voter confusion.”

At the same time North Carolina Republican Party
Executive Director Dallas Woodhouse sent a memo
to the majority-Republican county election boards
urging them to continue limiting voting access.
Among his plans: eliminate Sunday voting. “There
is no requirement to be open on the weekends ex-
cept for the last Saturday (until noon),” his memo
stated. “Six days of voting in one week is enough.”
The memo also calls for keeping just one site “at the
county board of elections office” open for 17 days,
instead of implementing the federal court-mandated
seven-day extension to all voting locations, and re-
moval of college campus polling sites.

County officials seek ways to maintain restrictions

County election officials have responded with
zeal, plowing ahead with new schemes to keep in
place the very same limitations the court overturned
that deny African-Americans the right to vote.

In 2012, “more than 2.5 million voted early” in
North Carolina, writes Ari Berman in Give Us the
Ballot, “nearly 100,000 used same-day registration”
and “300,000 registered voters didn’t have govern-
ment-issued 1Ds.”

“The Supreme Court ruling and ensuing North
Carolina law has affected people deeply and across
the board,” said the NAACP’s Matthews. Among
those who contacted the NAACP was a woman “on
assisted living with cerebral palsy who couldn’t vote
because she didn’t have an ID and lacked the ability
to get one,” he said. “She finally succeeded in get-
ting an absentee ballot.”

Now, officials in Mecklenburg County, the largest
in the state, have promptly cut 238 hours of early
voting.

“The right to vote is a fundamental issue for
African-Americans throughout the history of this
country,” said Matthews, who emphasized the im-
portance of standing up to “fear tactics that prevent
people from exercising their constitutional right to
vote. Numbers of African-Americans have given
their lives for this right.”

The Supreme Court struck down the Voting
Rights Act’s provisions establishing a requirement
for “preclearance” by federal authorities before
states and local jurisdictions with a proven history
of racist discrimination in voting rights could adopt
new voting laws. Nine states, including North Caro-
lina, others in the South, and in Arizona, along with
sections of New York, Michigan and California,
were covered.

Black rights fighters and other working people
have been fighting against its effects ever since.

In a related development, a federal district court
Aug. 11 struck down North Carolina’s gerryman-
dered voting districts that keep Blacks from voting.
“Race was the predominant factor motivating the
drawing of all challenged districts,” the court ruled.
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