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Crisis spurs
interest in
workers’
newspaper

BY LOUIS MARTIN

Last week 266 Militant subscriptions
were sold to working people, mainly
going door to door to homes and apart-
ments in their neighborhoods, as part
of a five-week international campaign
to win 1,950 subscribers and sell hun-
dreds of books on revolutionary work-

EXPANDING READERSHIP
DOOR TO DOOR

ing-class politics. The campaign runs
through March 18.

At end of the second week we stand
at 674, 5 percent behind schedule.

The weekly reports sent in by read-
ers give a feel for the thinking and
discussion going on today under the
impact of capitalism’s deepening eco-
nomic crisis and the relentless attacks
it fosters on workers.

“I’m worried about the future of my

Continued on page 3

Winter ‘Militant’
subscription campaign

Feb. 9 - March 18 (week 2)

Country quota sold  %|1,990
UNITED STATES

Lincoln 15 8 53%
Miami 60 24 40%

New York 300 117 39%

Los Angeles 120 46 38%
SanFrancisco 120 46 38%

Des Moines 100 37 37%
Houston 100 36 36%
Omaha 5 18 36%
Washington 65 23 35%

Twin Cities 100 35 35%
Philadelphia 8 29 34%
Chicago 130 43 33%
Atlanta 115 36 31%
Boston 65 16 25%
Seattle 115 24 21%

Total U.S. 1540 538 35% Shll,):ldl
PRISONERS 15 12 80%]|
UNITED KINGDOM

London 100 36 36% 674
Manchester 5 25 50%

UK Total 150 61 41%

NEW ZEALAND 60 19 32%
CANADA 70 25 36%
AUSTRALIA 5 19 35%
Total 1890 674 35%
Should be 1950 780 40%

INSIDE

AUSTRALIA $1.50 - CANADA $1.00 - FRANCE 1.00 EURO - NEW ZEALAND $1.50 - UK£.50 - U.S. $1.00

Bringing Cuban Revolution to life
for workers in US and worldwide

‘Recovery’ not going as
gov’t ‘experts’ expected

Fed’s monetary schemes haven't created one job

BY BRIAN WILLIAMS

The current crisis is not only deeper
and longer than any other in the last
half century, but is not recovering as
expected, based on extrapolated mod-
els of recent recessions. That’s the
conclusion of a Feb. 11 talk by Janet
Yellen, vice chair of the Board of
Governors of the Federal Reserve at
“A Trans-Atlantic Agenda for Shared
Prosperity” conference.

In spite of the speech’s title—"“A
Painfully Slow Recovery for America’s
Workers: Causes, Implications, and
the Federal Reserve’s Response”—
what comes through is the fact that
the capitalist rulers and their eco-
nomic experts can’t really explain the
root causes of the crisis and have no
control over the natural workings of
capitalism that brought it about.

US gov’t asserts
right to seize,
search electronic
devices at border

BY EMMA JOHNSON

The U.S. government claims that
constitutional protections do not ap-
ply at the border and that there is no
limit to its right to interrogate and
search travelers entering the country,
including seizing and copying data
from computers and phones.

In 2008, President George W. Bush
announced border cops could rum-
mage through travelers’ electronic
devices at whim. Such invasions ex-
panded under the Barack Obama ad-
ministration, which adopted similar
protocol.

This practice is now being chal-
lenged in a couple of lawsuits, where
plaintiffs argue that searches and con-

Continued on page 4

As for the Federal Reserve’s “re-
sponse,” Yellen points out the Federal
Reserve is the only government insti-
tution “assigned the job of pursuing”
maximum employment and asserts
that is what the Fed is working on.

Continued on page 4
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Growing unrest,

capitalist rivalries
draw US military
deeper into Africa

BY BRIAN WILLIAMS

While training its military attention
on China and the Asia-Pacific region,
Washington has also been stepping up
its presence across Africa, with plans
in the works to expand use of drone
air bases and special operations forc-
es there. The U.S. rulers’ rivalry with
Beijing is also part of the picture driv-
ing their growing interest in Africa,
where investment and trade from
China has been rapidly expanding.

Since its inception in 2007, the U.S.
Africa Command sought to maintain
a light U.S. footprint on the continent,
focusing on training local armies and
providing logistics support. But over
the past several years its intervention
has expanded in response to develop-
ments on the continent that affect U.S.
imperialist interests.

In a written statement present-
ed to the Senate Armed Services

Continued on page 6

‘Cuban Revolution strengthened by
internationalist mission in Angola’

Militant/Tom Baumann

Panel at launching of Cuba and Angola: Fighting for Africa’s Freedom and Our Own, Havana
book fair, Feb. 18. From right: Jorge Sutil, Union of Young Communists leader; Mary-Alice
Waters, book’s editor; Martin Koppel, chair; Cuban generals Harry Villegas and Gustavo Chui.

BY JONATHAN SILBERMAN
AND ROGER CALERO
HAVANA—The Cuban Revolution
“came out victorious and strength-
ened” from the 1975-1991 internation-
alist mission in Angola, said Brig. Gen.

‘CUBA AND ANGOLA’
LAUNCHED IN HAVANA

Harry Villegas at a Feb. 18 event here
launching Cuba and Angola: Fighting

for Africa’s Freedom and Our Own.
The new book is published by
Continued on page 7
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Last ‘Jewish team’ in Israel
brings on 2 Muslim players

BY SETH GALINSKY

For the last two decades Beitar
Jerusalem has been the only profession-
al soccer team in Israel without a single
Arab or Muslim player. But the reaction
to bigoted thugs from the La Familia fan
club who opposed the January hiring of
two Chechen Muslim players—Zaur
Sadayev, 23, and Dzhabrail Kadiyev,
19—shows that those days are over.

Members of La Familia, the Beitar
Jerusalem fan club formed in 2005, have
routinely chanted “Death to Arabs,”
“Death to Mohammed” and “I hate all
the Arabs” during matches.

In March 2012, some 300 La Familia
supporters stormed a mall after a home
game, attacking Palestinian workers in
the food court. They rioted for 40 min-
utes before cops and mall security inter-
vened. No arrests were made.

While government and sports of-
ficials mostly looked the other way, La
Familia intimidated anyone, including
players and team officials, who so much
as suggested this should change.

Along with their usual anti-Arab
chants at a Jan. 26 game against Bnei
Yehuda Tel Aviv, La Familia showed its
anger at the arrival of the Chechen play-
ers by holding a banner saying “Beitar
will be pure forever.”” On Feb. 8 an ar-
son attack damaged Beitar Jerusalem’s
offices.

But this time the actions of La Familia
provoked wider condemnation than any
past outrages, forcing government lead-
ers to speak out.

“The last thing we want, and which
we absolutely reject, is violence, racism
and boycotts,” Israeli Prime Minister

Benjamin Netanyahu said Feb. 10.

That same day Beitar Jerusalem
played mostly Arab Bnei Sakhnin.
Hundreds of police and security guards
prevented fans from entering the stadi-
um with La Familia shirts.

“Dzhabrail Kadiyev entered the game
and created a rare moment of unity be-
tween Beitar fans and Sakhnin fans,
who together welcomed him with ap-
plause,” reported Haartez newspaper.
“Representatives of La Familia watched
that very moment when the nail went
into the coffin of what had been their
team.” Beitar came from behind and
tied the game.

In the 1950s and ’60s there were just
one or two Arab players on Israel’s top
soccer teams. By the late *70s there were
still only 10. But over the last several de-
cades the number of Palestinian citizens
of Israel grew and their fight for equal
rights has won broader support. Today
Palestinians make up about 20 percent
of Israel’s 7.8 million citizens.

“The dramatic change was in the
1980s, we can call it the renaissance of
the Arab player,” well-known Israeli
Palestinian sports writer Zouheir
Bahloul told the Militant from Tel Aviv
Feb. 21. “Now we have almost 60 Arab
players in the first division.”

For the last eight years or so, La
Familia fought to keep Beitar Jerusalem
exclusively Jewish and a bastion of anti-
Arab, anti-Muslim bigotry.

“Of course I'm proud of that,” La
Familia President Guy Israeli, an ac-
countant, told ESPN’s Jeremy Schaap
when asked last November about there
being no Arabs on the team.

The ‘Militant’ reports on
the expansion of the working
class on a world scale and
simultaneous integration of
women into it. These historic
trends will bring explosive
struggles and strengthen
prospects for forging pro-
letarian leadership of a
breadth hitherto unseen.

NEW READERS

Working class grows in Asia, worldwide

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

Reuters/Chor Sokunthea
Garment workers on strike in Phnom
Penh, Cambodia, Sept. 15, 2010.
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Beitar Jerusalem soccer fans at match in Jerusalem Feb. 10 against mostly Arab Bnei Sakhnin
team. Banner opposing La Familia fan club’s bigotry reads, “Your hatred burned our love.”

Beitar Jerusalem fan and Pelephone
worker Haim Sahar told the Militant that
La Familia is a tiny minority. “Beitar
Jerusalem is the national team. There
are something like 100,000 fans all over
Israel,” Sahar, who is Jewish, said. “La
Familia is only something like 500 to
800 people, and the real militants only
80 to 100. They are damaging the team.

“This is 2013, not 1920. We support
Arabs and Jews living together. It’s not
right to judge a player by his race. If he

is an Arab and he is a good player, bring
him to play at Beitar Jerusalem and pay
him millions,” Sahar said.

“We still have issues as an Israeli
Palestinian minority,” Bahloul said.
“We still have a very big gap to reach
equal rights. But on the sports stage it is
better. There, Jews and Arabs are shoul-
der to shoulder and are integrated.

“Next year there should be an Arab
player in Beitar Jerusalem,” Bahloul
added.

New York City Visit of Federation of Cuban Women

— Forum oN NEw Books—

Women in Cuba:

The Making of a Revolution Within the Revolution
Sun., March 10, reception 2 p.m., program 3 p.m.
Riverside Church, 91 Claremont Ave. (between 120th and 122nd), Room 9T
Panel features: Maritzel Gonzdlez, Federation of Cuban Women (FMC);
Mary-Alice Waters, book’s editor and leader of Socialist Workers Party;

Gail Walker, IFCO; and workers discussing how lessons from Cuban

Revolution in the books set example for working people today.
Militant Labor Forum. For more information: (212) 629-6649.

Welcome the Federation of Cuban Women delegation
Wed., March 13, reception 6 p.m., program 7 p.m.
Casa de las Américas, 182 E. 111th St.

Speakers: Maritzel Gonzalez and other members of FMC delegation
Casa de las Américas and July 26th Coalition. Suggested donation: $5-10
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Crisis spurs interest in ‘Militant’

Continued from front page

kids. I can’t see it getting any better. I
need to understand more what’s going
on,” Gemma Taylor, who is studying to
become a teaching assistant, told two
Militant supporters who knocked on
her door Feb. 22 in Peckham, southeast
London.

“You get a qualification, but they
don’t give you a job unless you have
experience. But how do you get expe-
rience if they won’t give you a job?”
she said as she bought a subscrip-
tion and two books offered at re-
duced prices: Women and Revolution:
The Living Example of the Cuban
Revolution and The Working Class
and the Transformation of Learning:
The Fraud of Education Reform Under
Capitalism. (See ad below.)

“This paper is something we could
use at work,” Bobby Helm told Militant
supporters when he signed up after they
knocked on his door in the South Park
section of Seattle.

“I work in a glass recycle facility. It’s
dangerous. They take the guards off the
machines. We live in fear of machine
malfunctions causing injuries with
glass slivers.

“This paper shows we are not alone. It
could help us a lot. I'll take this copy into
work tonight,” he said, asking Militant
supporters to come back to continue the
discussion, including on what commu-
nism is all about.

Prisoners subscribe, use Militant

One noteworthy feature of last week’s
effort was the eight subscriptions we re-
ceived from workers behind bars—sev-
en in the U.S. and one in New Zealand.

The letters printed on page 11 show
how the Militant is a source of informa-
tion and political education as well as

a tool to practice politics behind bars.
Many have joined the effort to expand
the readership of the paper, getting it
around among their fellow inmates.

The Militant Prisoners’ Fund makes
it possible for inmates, often with help
from friends and family, to order sub-
scriptions at a reduced rate of $6 for
six months. Half-year subscriptions
are also offered free of charge for those
who have no means to pay. (See box on
page 11.)

“The Militant is like me,” Carmen
Rodriguez, a cleaner at a nursing home
and a member of Service Employees
International Union Local 1199, said
when she subscribed. “The paper fights
for the correct stuff, like opposition to
stop and frisk,” the New York City cops’
massive harassing stops and unconstitu-
tional searches that target young work-
ing-class Black and Latino men.

Rodriguez lives in Far Rockaway
in Queens, where Militant supporters
sold eight subscriptions Feb. 16 going
door to door.

She also bought a copy of The
Working Class and the Transformation
of Learning.

“In the first two weeks of this drive,
we have sold more books going door to
door than we did that way all of the last
drive,” Willie Cotton wrote from San
Francisco, referring to the nine-week
fall subscription effort for the Militant.

New readers join in

“l came with the notion I was sell-
ing newspapers door to door, which
was a job I had once that I didn’t like.
But as we started having discussions
about politics, | liked it,” said Joshua
Cabrera about his first experience join-
ing the door-to-door effort to expand the
Militant’s working-class readership in

Top: Militant; Bottom: Militant/Dan Fein

Workers buying Militant subscriptions over Feb. 23-24 weekend. Top, Manuele Lasalo, right,
shows welder Ryan Requierme book on Cuban Five on Requierme’s porch in Sydney, Australia.
Bottom, cleaner Carmen Rodriguez, left, in her home with Sara Lobman in New York.

Los Angeles the weekend of Feb. 23-24.

Cabrera, 19, subscribed during the
fall subscription drive.

“I helped with Spanish. I said, “The
Militant tells the truth about workers’
and that the Socialist Workers Party
campaign isn’t like the Democrats and
Republicans,” he added. The SWP is
running Norton Sandler for mayor of
Los Angeles and Eleanor Garcia for
Los Angeles Unified School Board,
District 2.

Special offers with ‘Militant’ subscription

The Working Class and the
Transformation of Learning
The Fraud of Education Reform
Under Capitalism

by Jack Barnes

$2 with a subscription to the Militant
(usually $3)

Malcolm X, Black
Liberation, and the Road
to Workers Power

by Jack Barnes

$10 with subscription (usually $20)

We Are Heirs

of the World’s Revolutions
Speeches from the Burkina
Faso Revolution 1983-87

by Thomas Sankara

$5 with subscription (usually $10)

Thomas Sankara Speaks
The Burkina Faso Revolution

1983-1987
by Thomas Sankara

$10 with subscription (usually $24)

See distributors
on page 10

Cuba and Angola

Fighting for Africa’s Freedom
and Our Own

by Nelson Mandela, Fidel
Castro, Raiil Castro; Cuban
generals and combatants;
Gabriel Garcia Marquez
Publication offer: $9 till March 31
$6 with subscription (usually $12)

Women in Cuba:

The Making of a Revolution
Within the Revolution

by Vilma Espin, Asela de los
Santos, Yolanda Ferrer

$10 with subscription

(usually $20)

The Cuban Five

Who They Are, Why They
Were Framed, Why They
Should Be Free

from pages of the Militant

$3 with subscription
(usually $5)

Women and Revolution
The Living Example

of the Cuban Revolution

by Asela de los Santos,
Mary-Alice Waters and others
Publication offer: $5 till March 31
$3 with subscription (usually $7)

This is an example we invite all read-
ers to emulate.

Join the international campaign. Help
increase the number of doors we can
knock on and workers we can introduce
to the paper. You can call distributors in
your area (see directory on page 10). Or
order a bundle at themilitant@mac.com
or (212) 244-4899.

—MILITANT
LABOR
FORUMS—

CALIFORNIA

Los Angeles

The Working-Class Alternative in the
Los Angeles Elections. Speakers: Norton
Sandler, Socialist Workers Party candidate
for mayor of Los Angeles; Eleanor Garcia,
SWP candidate for Los Angeles School
Board, District 2. Sat., March 2. Dinner, 6:30
p-m.; program, 7:30 p.m. 4025 S. Western
Ave. Tel.: (323) 295-2600.

MINNESOTA

Minneapolis

Cuba and Angola: 25-Year Anniversary of
Victory in Fighting for Africa’s Freedom.
Speaker: Tony Lane, Socialist Workers Party.
Fri., March 8, 7:30 p.m. 416 E. Hennepin
Ave., Suite 214. Tel.: (612) 729-1205.

TEXAS

Houston

Women and Revolution: The Living
Example of the Cuban Revolution.
Speaker: Cindy Jaquith, Socialist Workers
Party. Fri., March 8, 7:30 p.m. 4800 W. 34th
St., Suite C-50L. Tel.: (713) 688-4919.

NEW ZEALAND

Auckland

The Fight for Jobs for All. Speaker:
Annalucia Vermunt, Communist League.
Fri., March 8, 7 p.m. Donation: $5 waged,
$2 unwaged. 4/125 Grafton Road. Tel.. (09)
369-1223.

UNITED KINGDOM

Manchester

No Recovery for Workers: The Fight for
a Government-Funded Jobs Program.
Speaker: Paul Davies, Communist League.
Sat., March 9, 6 p.m. Donation: £2.50. Room
301, Hilton House, 26-28 Hilton St., M1 2EH.
Tel.: (016) 1478-2496.
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Fed didn’t create one job

Continued from front page

But, while she reviews the Fed’s in-
terest rate manipulations and its mon-
ey-printing schemes, Yellen doesn’t
attempt to show that this monetary-
tweaking has created a single job or
otherwise mitigated the conditions
workers face. Nor does she make a
case it has done anything to reverse
the slowdown in production and trade
at the heart of the crisis.

The fact is it has not, cannot and
won’t. Nor, for that matter, can any
financial regulations, fiscal fiddling
with government budgets or other
government economic policy.

The one clear thing that comes
through is that the crisis is worse
than any in living memory and the
“recovery” is much weaker than the
“experts” would have thought. “In the
three years after the Great Recession
ended,” Yellen said “growth in real
gross domestic product averaged only
2.2 percent per year. In the same span
of time following the previous 10 U.S.
recessions, real GDP grew, on aver-
age, more than twice as fast.”

Unlike previous recessions, em-
ployment levels have not recovered.
Long-term joblessness affects mil-
lions of workers. One-fourth of all
officially unemployed workers have
been looking for work for one year or
more, and larger number of workers
have been laid off, not just temporar-
ily but permanently, from their previ-
ous jobs.

No government jobs program

The only thing under the circum-
stances the government could do—
and has done before—to create jobs
is to implement a massive govern-
ment-funded jobs program that could
put millions to work building and
repairing the infrastructure, hospi-
tals, schools and other things workers
need. But not even mention of such a
thing is crossing the lips of a single
capitalist politician or economist. The
only time they have taken such a mea-
sure—which ultimately is a drain on
the propertied rulers’ profits—was
during the latter half of the 1930s
and after World War 11, under social
and political pressure from a fighting
workers’ movement.

Today the fiscal policy of the boss-
es’ government at the federal, state
and local level, Yellen says, has been
to cut spending and, in some cases,
raise taxes. Unlike during past reces-
sions when fiscal policies helped give
a boost to recovery, Yellen surmises,
“fiscal policy this time has actually
acted to restrain the recovery.”

Yellen said she “was relieved that
the Congress and the Administration
were able to reach agreement on
avoiding the full force of the ‘fiscal
cliff” that was due to take effect on
January 1.”

What did the deal accomplish? It
raised payroll taxes on working peo-
ple, while putting off until March 1
spending cuts of $110 billion.

Now as this new “sequester” dead-
line looms, new cuts in social expen-
ditures will affect working people, and
if anything, add pressures that lead to
contraction.

“The Federal Reserve typically
plays a large role in promoting recov-
eries by reducing the federal funds
rate and keeping it low until the econ-
omy is again on solid footing,” accord-

ing to Yellen. But in this “recovery,”
she noted, “lower interest rates may be
doing less to increase spending.”

Since December 2008 the board
has maintained interest rates at ef-
fectively zero, on the premise that this
would encourage borrowing by busi-
nesses to invest in expanded plant,
equipment and labor. But with their
industrial rates of profit under pres-
sure, capitalists have instead been
hoarding cash and investing in non-
productive speculation, further de-
stabilizing their financial system. In
relation to the exploitation of living,
productive labor, the bosses have fo-
cused on squeezing greater profits
through speedup and increased “pro-
ductivity” from fewer workers.

In a further move supposedly to
spur investment, the Federal Reserve
launched its “quantitative easing” pro-
gram. This scheme, which amounts
to printing money, involves purchas-
ing mortgage-backed securities and
Treasury bonds. Between 2008 and
mid-2011, this operation transferred
$2.3 trillion into the Fed’s coffers,
Yellen said. Currently $85 billion of
this debt is being added to the Fed’s
balance sheet each month.

“Some worry,” says Yellen, that the
Fed’s policies “will have little effect
on unemployment and only serve to
stroke inflation.” Indeed, over time, it
will.

These moves, far from creating or
“stimulating” the creation of jobs,
ultimately serve to redistribute the
surplus wealth created by working
people to the advantage of the larg-
est and strongest capitalists, who put
the squeeze on weaker capitalists and
above all target working people.

Militant photos: Fredy Huinil (above) and
Candace Wagner (inset)

On Feb. 26 the Omaha,
Neb., Board of Elections
informed Maura Deluca,
Socialist Workers Party can-
didate for mayor, and Jacob
Perasso, candidate for City
Council, that they are on
the ballot. Inset, a week
earlier, the socialist candi-
dates submitted more than

things workers need.

Socialist Workers wins ballot slot in Omaha

double the required number of signatures. At left is Perasso.

DelLuca met Debra Tomlin, who works part time as a nurse’s assistant,
when she, Perasso and supporters campaigned door to door Feb. 24.
Above, Tomlin, left, and Deluca in Tomlin’s house. She bought a sub-
scription to the Militant along with two books—The Working Class and
the Transformation of Learning: The Fraud of Education Reform Under
Capitalism and Women and Revolution: The Living Example of the Cuban
Revolution—and donated $3 to the campaign.

After talking with DelLuca, Tomlin said she supports the jobs program
the candidates raise, which urges workers to come together to fight for a
massive government-funded public jobs program to provide millions with
work, building housing, hospitals, schools, child care centers and other

“When we call the police they don’t come,” Tomlin said. “They call them
heroes, but they aren’t. When they do come they harass people. They came
to my home and told me | couldn’t smoke on my own property.”

Tomlin told DelLuca she hadn’t heard of the SWP before, but after hear-
ing what the party has to say she wanted to do what she can to help.

—JOHN STUDER

US gov’t seizes computers, phones at border

Continued from front page
fiscation of electronic devices violate
their First Amendment rights to free
speech and Fourth Amendment pro-
tections against unreasonable search
and seizure.

Between Oct. 1, 2008, and June 2,
2010, 6,600 travelers were subjected to
electronic device searches, according to
government figures. Nearly half were
U.S. citizens. Between Oct. 1, 2010,
and Aug. 31, 2012, another 10,000 were
searched.

“We see a worrisome pattern that
we're getting more into whether this is
targeting political speech,” Catherine
Crump, a lawyer with the American
Civil Liberties Union, said in a Feb. 22
phone interview. “In the case of David
House we’re convinced he was targeted
because of his work with the Manning
Network.”

In May 2011, the ACLU filed a suit
against the government for violations
of First and Fourth Amendment rights
of David House, a computer program-
mer, U.S. citizen and co-founder of the
Bradley Manning Support Network.
Manning is a soldier arrested and im-
prisoned in May 2010 for allegedly leak-
ing classified and damning information
to whistleblowing website Wikileaks
about the conduct of U.S. personnel in
the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq.

House entered the U.S. at the Chicago
O’Hare airport Nov. 3, 2010, after a va-
cation with his girlfriend in Mexico. He
was questioned for 90 minutes, mainly
about Manning and WikiLeaks. His
laptop and camera were confiscated
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and held for 49 days, with the govern-
ment retrieving the complete Support
Network mailing list, identity of donors
and potential donors, financial records
and communications between members
of the steering committee.

His property was sent back to him a
day after the ACLU sent a letter on Dec.
21, 2010, demanding its return.

The government moved to dismiss the
suit in July 2011. In March 2012 Judge
Denise Casper issued a written opinion
allowing the case to go on, based on the
length of time the government held the
devices. She dismissed House’s argu-
ment that the government had no right
to search them at all, saying it was no
different than a search of a suitcase.

Crump expects the case to go to trial
this summer.

Crump also represents Pascal Abidor,
28, an Islamic Studies student at McGill
University in Montreal, in a lawsuit
against the government. Abidor has dual
U.S.-French citizenship. His laptop and
external hard drive were confiscated at a
border point May 1, 2010, while travel-
ing by train from Montreal to New York.

They took him off the train, frisking
and handcuffing him, claiming this was
standard procedure. He was placed in a
detention cell for three hours and ques-
tioned about his parents, his girlfriend,
his travels to Lebanon and Jordan, his
research topics and perspectives on the
Middle East. One of the cops identified
himself as an FBI agent.

“Just because I traveled outside the
U.S. shouldn’t mean I leave my consti-
tutional rights behind,” Abidor said in a

July 2011 statement. “The government
shouldn’t be able to use border checks as
an excuse to do an end run around the
Bill of Rights.”

After the lawyers wrote a letter re-
questing the return of his laptop, it was
sent to Abidor after 11 days.

The Department of Homeland
Security’s Office for Civil Rights and
Civil Liberties in early February wrote
an executive summary claiming the
practice does not violate First or Fourth
Amendment protections. “We also con-
clude that imposing a requirement that
officers have reasonable suspicion in
order to conduct a border search of an
electronic device would be operation-
ally harmful without concomitant civil
rights/liberties benefits,” it said.

The government contends that the
constitution-free search zone stretches
100 miles inland from the U.S. border.

Washington’s 50-Year Domestic
Contra Operation
by Larry Seigle

Origins of the
FBls covert
war against
the Socialist
Workers Party,
Black rights groups,
unions, and others
and the importance
of defending the
right to organize
free from government
interference. —$16

In New International no. 6
order from pathfinderpress.com




— ON THE PICKET LINE

Public workers in Malawi
strike, win wage increase

More than 100,000 public workers in
the southeast African country of Malawi
ended their two-week strike Feb. 2I.
They won a wage raise for the lowest
paid workers of 61 percent and 5 percent
for those with the highest pay. On Feb.
20, workers shut down the country’s two
international airports.

“Workers were demanding wage
raises because a 50 percent devalua-
tion” of Malawi’s currency, the kwacha,
last year “and a 30 percent inflation rate
had cut into workers’ income,” Pontius
Elijah Kalichero, general secretary of
the Civil Service Trade Union, told the
Militant in a phone interview Feb. 25
from Lilongwe, the capital.

Teachers joined the walkout and all
government offices were closed in the
country, he said.

“The government refused to put an
offer on the table before the strike and
refused to discuss the issues,” said
Kalichero. “That’s why we had to go on
strike.”

Hundreds of students in Lilongwe
and Blantyre took to the streets in sup-
port of the workers Feb. 21, hours before
the strike settlement was announced.
“Cops used tear gas at the main offices
of Capitol Hill and at colleges against
students,” Kalichero said.

—Brian Williams

Greece: After 9-month strike,
steelworkers continue fight

ATHENS, Greece—Several work-
ers, veterans of the nine-month strike at
the Elliniki Halivourgia steel plant that
ended in July last year, continue their
struggle and fight alongside other work-
ers in the industrial area of Thriasio near
Athens.

The steelworkers were fighting cuts in
their wages and hours and for reinstate-
ment of 126 coworkers fired during the
strike.

Upon returning to work Feb. 12 fol-
lowing a three-month furlough, work-
ers were informed by bosses at Elliniki
Halivourgia that a two-month “job-shar-
ing” scheme was being imposed.

“On my first day back to work,” said
Nikos Gkiolis, “‘some people were say-
ing we need to help the company ‘get on
its feet,” I answer, when did the boss ever
help you get on your feet? What about all
your unpaid bills, the tax office running
after you, the needs of your children?”

“In the steel mills, shipyards, refin-
eries and paint factories, the Thriasio
workers have come under a concerted
attack by the bosses,” said Panagiotis
Katsaros, a steelworker and former
strike leader. “The situation is pushing

workers to see that, no matter how hard,
we also must coordinate our struggles to
win.”

“While we were on strike last year,
bosses at the Halivourgiki steel mill next
door assured workers they need not fear
job or wage cuts,” said Katsaros. But last
week the company laid off 170, slashed
wages by 20 percent and switched to
12-hour shifts. “Some workers from
there have now contacted our union,”
Katsaros said.

At the Elefsina shipyards workers
have not been paid for a year, receiving
only a small sum each month in back
wages.

Tasos Konstantinidis, one of the
fired strikers at Elliniki Halivourgia,
has participated in solidarity actions at
the shipyard since workers there struck
Jan. 22. “If we had gotten real solidar-
ity from the metal manufacturing and
steel plants in our region, the outcome
of our struggle would have been dif-
ferent,” he said. “There is a lot of bit-
terness about this, but now that others
are on strike, it’s our duty to support
them.”

—DMaria Plessa
and Natasha Telexis

Photos by Nyasa Times

Top: Public workers rally in Freedom Park in Lilongwe, Malawi, Feb. 20, demanding wage
raises. Below: Students demonstrate in Blantyre Feb. 21 in support of striking workers.

Boss’s contract-signing bribe turned over to help build workers party

Laura Anderson in Chicago recently sent in a blood mon-
ey donation to the Socialist Workers Party Capital Fund,
which finances long-range work of the party. Blood money
is a term the Militant uses to describe bonuses and other
bribes used by the bosses to press us to accept wage cuts,
dangerous working condlitions and speedup.

Anderson’s contribution is from a signing bonus for ac-
cepting a concession contract. Below is a note she sent in
with her check.

I am very happy to put this bonus payment of $607.02 to
good use for the international working class. It is from our
last UAW Local 719 union contract that was accepted at
Caterpillar-owned Electro-Motive Diesel in Lagrange, III., in
February 2012.

We voted to accept a union-busting contract after vot-
ing to strike twice, and then watching Caterpillar close the
Toronto plant in January 2012 after our union brothers and
sisters there put up a fight against a 50 percent wage cut.
Caterpillar then moved production to a nonunion plant in
Muncie, Ind., where the highest paid welder gets $14 an

hour. We then watched 800 workers at the Caterpillar plant
in Joliet, 30 minutes from our factory, go on a three-month
strike, fighting many of the things the company has begun to
implement at EMD.

Since February, attacks on our conditions have increased.
Cat has hired hundreds of supplemental workers doing the
same job as us, but without health care or union representa-
tion. They can be fired at will for at least the first two years
of employment.

Safety is often preached, but many are afraid to report
an injury because of the threat to be fired. The highest paid
have had wages cut by $11. Many have been fired based on
the new attendance point system where doctor’s notes are
not accepted and there is no such thing as a personal day
off. Five times a year we are allowed to decline mandatory
overtime. In my department we are often ordered to work a
58-hour week. Many work seven days since there is always
a potential for layoffs.

If you want to make a blood money contribution, contact
Militant distributors listed on page 10.

pathfinderpress.com

—— 25,50, AND 75 YEARS AGO

March 11, 1988

CAMDEN, Ark.—It was standing
room only, as more than 400 union-
ists and people from the community
packed into the paperworkers’ union
hall here February 23 for a labor soli-
darity rally.

International Paper Co. is demanding
sweeping concessions from the United
Paperworkers International Union and
International Association of Machinists
locals that organize this mill. Claiming
that the mill is old and worn out, IP
wants a wage cut, “total flexibility from
the front gate to the back gate” to move
workers to any job, elimination of pre-
mium pay for Sunday work, and more
use of outside contractors.

These are similar to demands the
company has been making at its mills
around the country, including the four
where 3,400 workers are on strike
or locked out in Jay, Maine; Mobile,
Alabama; De Pere, Wisconsin; and
Lock Haven, Pennsylvania.

March 11, 1963

GREENWOOD, Miss., March 1—
James Travis, a 20-year-old field sec-
retary for the Student Nonviolent Co-
ordinating Committee, was gunned
last night by three men and is in a hos-
pital in critical condition.

Robert Moses, director of SNCC’s
Mississippi voter registration project,
and Randolph Blackwell, field director
of the Atlanta-based Voter-Education
Project, were riding with Travis on a
highway outside of Greenwood. Three
white men followed them in an un-
tagged white Buick.

The three whites opened fire on the
Negroes with pistols. Bullets smashed
both front windows. Travis, the driver
of the car, shouted that he had been hit.

The shooting was a direct reprisal
for SNCC’s voter-registration work.
Moses said that 150 Negroes had at-
tempted to register in Greenwood in
the two days before the shooting, “the
first real breakthrough in Mississippi.”

March 12, 1938

Mr. Alexander F. Kerensky has
come to town for a speaking tour.
The former Prime Minister of the
Provisional Government of Russia be-
fore the Bolshevik Revolution, is very
indignant and morally outraged over
the last Moscow trial. Like so many
other “democratic” hacks, he is trying
to restore some of his woefully faded
prestige by reference to the horrors of
Bolshevik dictatorship.

We are not, as is known, among those
who believe that support of the Russian
Revolution and the leadership of Lenin
makes necessary an endorsement of the
dreadful atrocities committed by the
counter-revolutionary regime of Stalin
and Co. Those who have not forgotten
the history of the short-lived rule of Mr.
Kerensky will hardly condemn Stalin
only in order to exchange him for the
man and the system that were kicked
into oblivion by the revolutionary mass-
es of Russia in November 1917.

The Militant March 11, 2013 5




Mali: Class antagonisms grow
with commodification of land

BY JOHN STUDER

The unfolding war in Mali takes place
against the backdrop of sharpening class
antagonisms there, built on the develop-
ment of capitalist economic and social
relations, as well as ethnic and tribal
clashes rooted in the contradiction be-
tween arbitrary borders drawn by colo-
nialism and actual processes of national
formation.

Within these conflicts—unresolvable
outside revolutionary struggle by the
toilers—competing imperialist powers,
chiefly Paris, as well as Washington,
are looking to pacify the destabilizing
threats to their interests.

After driving Islamist forces out
of the major northern cities in Mali,
French troops, backed by units of the
Malian army and troops from Chad,
face ongoing guerilla attacks. In Gao
and Timbuktu, both under French
military and Malian government con-
trol, virtually all Arabs and Tuaregs,
often identifiable by their lighter skin,
face reprisals and have fled into the
desert or refugee camps across the
border. Kidal remains under control
of Tuareg nationalist forces.

Meanwhile, disagreements, including
a firefight in Bamako, the capital, have
broken out among factions in the Malian
army. And the situation in the country
is unnerving investors of foreign capital,
from South Africa and Canadian gold
mining to Chinese garment production.

The French “now risk being bogged
down,” Reuters commented Feb. 21.

The most important thing for the
country’s developing working class
and other toilers is the fight for space
to organize, discuss and assert their
interests against both the emerging
Malian bourgeoisie and international
capital.

The borders of and peoples in Mali,
like much of Africa, are the result
not of the historical development of
a nation, but of agreements reached
by competing colonial powers in the
19th century. Paris took control over
West Africa, including what are now
Mali, Burkina Faso, Senegal, Libya,
Niger, Algeria and Cameroon. Mali,
which appeared to French bosses
to have limited resources, received
little attention. When mass struggles
against imperialist domination rocked
Africa and much of the colonial world
following World War II, Mali became
independent in 1960.

The French left behind one of the least
developed and poorest countries in the

world.

Some 80 percent of the population is
on the land, and more than 90 percent
in subsistence farming with no relation
to the market. The land is considered to
belong to the family and there is no tra-
dition of private property on the land.

The average life expectancy is 53
years. Nearly half of the population is
under 15 years old. Because of the need
for labor on the land, women on average
have seven children. In farming areas,
144 out of every 1,000 die before they
reach the age of one.

The overwhelming majority of farms,
even in the rich Niger River Valley,
are completely dependent on rainfall.
Droughts, like struck in 1973 and 1982,
are devastating.

Firewood serves as the sole source of
energy for cooking and heating in more
than 90 percent of households. In rural
areas, electricity, outside occasional use
of batteries and generators, is all but
nonexistent and literacy is some 20 per-
cent.

Under the impact of imperialist pres-
sure, Bamako has been pressing to ex-
pand private ownership of land, most of
which remains legally in government
hands.

Many government land sales are to
foreign investors. By December 2010,
land officials in Bamako had negotiated
the lease of more than 2 million acres
to some 22 foreign investment firms,
mainly from China, Libya and South
Affica.

This process, which the U.S. Agency
for International Development says is
part of the “growing commoditization
of land” in Mali, has spawned a growing
peasant movement and public protests.
In 2009, the Malian business group
GDCM got a government land lease for
30 years to plant wheat and, with the
support of the police, moved to push
the peasants off the land. Many were
injured. In November 2010, a coalition
of newly organized peasant groups held
a national meeting to protest land grab-
bing.

In November 2011, peasants joined
the National Confederation of Peasant
Organizations in the southern village of
Nyéléni to protest land sales to foreign
interests. They were joined by members
of peasant groups from 30 countries to
discuss how to fight such moves.

“We have seen an increase in land
grabbing,” Ibrahim Coulibaly of the
Malian peasant group told the gather-
ing. “But these lands are not empty!

6 The Militant March 11, 2013

People may not have legal titles, but
they have been there for generations,
even centuries.”

Most of these peasants backed the
French troops’ offensive against the
Islamist forces, in opposition to the
brutal conditions they imposed. But
they continue to confront the Malian

Above, peasants meet in Mali to protest gov-
ernment sale of land to foreign companies,
April 17, 2012. Ibrahim Coulibaly, president
of the National Confederation of Peasant
Organizations of Mali, left, speaking Nov. 17,
2011, in Nyéléni: “These lands are not empty!
People may not have legal titles, but they have
been there for generations, even centuries.”

government and its troops over rights
to work the land.

An upcoming article will take up the
developing working class in the coun-
try’s two export industries—cotton pro-
duction and gold mining—as well as the
roots of the country’s national, ethnic
and religious conflicts.

US military drawn into Africa

Continued from front page
Committee Feb. 14, Gen. David
Rodriguez, President Barack Obama’s
nominee to command the U.S. Africa
Command, called for increasing U.S.
military “intelligence-gathering and
spying missions in Africa by nearly 15-
fold,” reported the Washington Post.

Since 2007, the Pentagon has estab-
lished about a dozen air bases in Africa,
out of which surveillance flights are
flown under direction of U.S. special op-
erations forces, an unnamed senior U.S.
commander told the Post last June.

The Pentagon is establishing a new
drone air base in Niger, near the bor-
der with northern Mali where several
Islamist groups are battling govern-
ment, French and allied forces. U.S. of-
ficials “envision flying only unarmed
surveillance drones from the base,” the
New York Times reported, “though they
have not ruled out conducting missile
strikes.” About 100 U.S. military per-
sonnel have already arrived in Niger,
Obama told Congress Feb. 22.

The U.S. military has been conduct-
ing armed aerial drone attacks against
purported members and supporters of
the Islamist group al-Shabab in Somalia.
Drones are flown out of the U.S. air base
in Djibouti—where 3,500 U.S. mili-
tary personnel are stationed—and air
bases in southern Ethiopia and in the
Seychelles Islands in the Indian Ocean.

In his statement, General Rodriguez
also called for expanding the presence
of special operations forces with an em-
phasis on 10 countries—Nigeria, Libya,
Niger, Tunisia, Algeria, Mauritania,
Mali, Cameroon, South Sudan and
Kenya—according to an article on the
Global Research website.

The U.S. rulers aim to gain a com-
petitive edge for markets and raw mate-
rials against rival powers from Europe
to Beijing. “China is all over Africa—I
mean all over Africa. ... And we got to
get in,” said John Kerry at his confirma-

tion hearing Jan. 24, shortly before be-
ing sworn in as secretary of state.

This year the Pentagon has assigned
groups of soldiers from an army brigade
of some 3,500 troops to train militaries
in 35 African countries.

Since October 2011, some 100 U.S.
special operations forces have been
participating in military actions in four
countries in Central Africa—Uganda,
South  Sudan, Central African
Republic, and Democratic Republic
of the Congo—targeting the Lord’s
Resistance Army, a group of armed
bandits operating in the region.

/New International no. 12 )

‘Capitalism’s Long Hot Winter Has Begun’
by Jack Barnes

Today’s  accelerating
global capitalist slump
accompanies the most
far-reaching  shift in
Washington’s military
policy since the U.S.
buildup toward World War
II. Class-struggle-minded
working people must face
this turning point for im-
perialism, and chart a
revolutionary course 1o
confront it.
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‘Our Politics Start with the World’
by Jack Barnes

The economic and cultural
inequalities between imperi-
alist and semicolonial coun-
tries, and among classes
within almost every country,
are produced and accentu-
ated by the workings of capi-
talism. For vanguard work-
ers to build parties able to
lead a revolutionary struggle
for power, our activity must
be guided by a strategy to
close this gap.
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‘Mission strengthened revolution’

Continued from front page
Pathfinder Press in English and
Spanish. It tells the story of how
Cuba’s working people and their revo-
lutionary leadership responded to the
request by the government of Angola,
which had just won its independence
from Portugal, for help in defeat-
ing a U.S.-backed invasion by South
Africa’s white-supremacist regime.
More than 425,000 Cuban volunteers
took part in that nearly 16-year-long
internationalist mission, whose vic-
tory assured Angola’s sovereignty,
won Namibia’s independence, and
hastened the collapse of apartheid in
South Africa.

The event was one of dozens of book
presentations, roundtable discussions,
and literature and poetry readings re-
lated to Angola during the Havana
International Book Fair here February
14-24. Angola was the country hon-
ored this year at this huge annual cul-
tural festival.

Along with Villegas, other speak-
ers at the Cuba and Angola event
were Brig. Gen. Gustavo Chui (both
Villegas and Chui were frontline of-
ficers in the battles fought in Angola);
Jorge Sutil, a member of the national
leadership of the Union of Young
Communists (UJC); and Mary-Alice
Waters, the book’s editor and a mem-
ber of the National Committee of the
Socialist Workers Party. The meeting
was chaired by Martin Koppel, who
was responsible for the preparation of
the book in Spanish.

Among the 80 people attending
were numerous other Cuban interna-
tionalists who had served in Angola
or other African countries. One was
Victor Dreke, second in command in
the 1965 mission led by Che Guevara
in the Congo. The next year Dreke led
the first column of Cuban combatants
who joined those battling Portuguese
colonial rule in Guinea-Bissau. He
is today executive vice president of
the Association of Combatants of the
Cuban Revolution.

Also participating were leadership
delegations from the Union of Young
Communists and of the Cuban Institute
for Friendship with the Peoples, in-
cluding its president, Kenia Serrano.
The audience also included a number
of young people, some whose parents
served in Angola.

Cuba and Angola, Waters said,
brings the example of the Cuban
Revolution to life for working people
and youth around the world. Today,
in face of the spreading international
capitalist crisis of production and
trade, she said, workers and farmers
in the U.S. and elsewhere “are becom-
ing more open to seeing that example
in all its rich detail than at any time in
the last 60 years. More open because of
their own experiences.” (See Waters’
remarks on page 8.)

The contribution made by Cuban
internationalists in Angola “was not
a favor to others,” said UJC National
Bureau member Sutil, citing the
book’s introduction. “Also at stake was
the Cuban Revolution itself and the
strength of its proletarian core.” Sutil
is responsible for the communist youth
organization’s work among young
workers, farmers and soldiers.

He recalled how, as a child growing
up in a sugar-mill town in Camagiiey
province, the activities sending off in-
ternationalist volunteers to Angola and
welcoming them home had a deep im-
pact on him.

Among the young Cubans “whose
lives were transformed as they fought
shoulder to shoulder with the people
of Angola,” Sutil said, were Gerardo
Hernandez, Fernando Gonzalez, and
René Gonzalez—*“three of our five
heroes and brothers who are unjustly
locked up in the prisons of the empire.”

Sutil singled out an observation by
Fidel Castro from a 1975 speech in
the book: “A man’s attitude to war de-
pends on his cultural level and political
development.” That statement, Sutil
told the meeting, underscores the im-
portance of the UJC’s work to advance
the political understanding of young
combatants in Cuba’s Revolutionary
Armed Forces today.

Fighting for Angola’s independence

Brig. Gen. Chui spoke about Fidel
Castro’s leadership as commander-in-
chief of the Cuban troops during the
initial battles in Angola in late 1975.
South African and other pro-imperi-
alist forces were rapidly advancing on
Luanda, the capital, seeking to install
Angolan groups beholden to them as
the government before Portugal’s rul-
ers surrendered their nearly 500-year-
long colonial domination on Nov. 11,

Cuba and Angola

F‘ighting for Africa’s Freedom and Our Own

and

FIDEL CASTRO

RAUL CASTRO

NELSON MANDELA

The CUBAN FIVE in Angola:
In their own words

Including accounts by four generals of
Cuba’s Revolutionary Armed Forces

Armando Choy @ Gustavo Chui
Moisés Sio Wong @ Luis Alfonso Zayas

Gabriel Garcia Marquez
on Operation Carlota

From PathfinderPress.com, $9 until March 31 (cover price $12)
Special: $6 with Militant subscription (see p. 3)

Militant photos by Tom Baumann

Top, Cuban generals Gustavo Chui and Harry Villegas at launching of Cuba and Angola in
Havana, Feb. 18. Bottom, audience at event. In front row at far left is Victor Dreke, vice
president of Association of Combatants of the Cuban Revolution. At far right, is Kenia
Serrano, president of Cuban Institute for Friendship with the Peoples.

1975, and Angola became independent.

In response, explained Chui, hun-
dreds and later thousands of Cuban
volunteers crossed the Atlantic Ocean,
in old Britannia turboprops and con-
verted passenger and cargo ships. An
interview with Chui is contained in the
new book.

Chui said he and other officers
in the Havana headquarters of the
Cuban general staff of the mission
initially “had doubts we’d be able to
save Angola. Our commander-in-chief
would always tell us not to be daunted,
that we were going to win the war. And
I thought to myself, ‘Oh my God! Our
commander has gone mad!””’

But Fidel was right, Chui said. They
did win. And Castro’s strategic vision,
confidence in the combatants and the
Cuban and Angolan people, and day-
to-day involvement directing troop
operations made a decisive difference.

The main speaker at the Cuba and
Angola event was Brig. Gen. Villegas,
who like Chui was a Rebel Army com-
batant in the revolutionary war that
brought down Cuba’s U.S.-backed
Batista dictatorship in 1959. Known
here as Pombo, his nom de guerre,
Villegas served in internationalist
combat missions led by Che Guevara
in the Congo in 1965 and Bolivia in
1966-67. He volunteered for multiple
missions in Angola, serving during
the war’s decisive final period as liai-
son with the high command in Cuba.
(Major excerpts from Villegas’ and
Chui’s talks will be featured in a com-
ing issue.)

Decisive role of Cuban leadership

Cuba’s combat mission in Angola,
Villegas said, drew on previous inter-
nationalist actions in Africa. It began
in early 1963 with aid to the national
liberation movement against French

colonialism in Algeria, “where we sent
doctors before we sent soldiers,” he
said. “Our cooperation in Africa really
began in Algeria.”

Villegas pointed to the Cuban volun-
teers who had fought together with an-
ti-imperialist forces in the Congo and
then in Guinea-Bissau’s independence
war against Portuguese colonialism.
The anti-colonial victory in Guinea-
Bissau in September 1974 helped ac-
celerate the end of the Portuguese em-
pire in Cape Verde, Mozambique, and
finally in Angola, Pombo noted.

He outlined the political-military
strategy of Cuba’s revolutionary lead-
ership that led to victory in Angola—13
years after the beginning of the mis-
sion—when the South African army
launched a second major invasion.
That assault ended in March 1988
with the crushing defeat of Pretoria’s
military forces in the battle of Cuito
Cuanavale.

“We weren’t going to let Angolan
forces be defeated at the hands of the
South Africans,” said Villegas.

The Cuban leadership was deter-
mined never to risk a single life need-
lessly, Villegas emphasized—never to
initiate a combat in which they didn’t
have the forces necessary to win.

He concluded by quoting a 1991
speech by Raul Castro—then minister
of Cuba’s Revolutionary Armed Forces
and today Cuba’s president—that ap-
pears in Cuba and Angola. When the
Cuban people “face new and unex-
pected challenges,” Castro said, “we
will always be able to recall the epic of
Angola with gratitude, because with-
out Angola we would not be as strong
as we are today.”

Over the course of the book fair and
related events, more than 500 copies
of Cuba and Angola were sold or dis-
tributed.
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Bringing Cuban Revolution to life fc

‘Cuba and Angola: Fighting for Africa’s Freedom and Our Own

Below are remarks made by Mary-
Alice Waters during a panel discus-
sion of Cuba and Angola: Fighting
for Africa’s Freedom and Our Own at
the 2013 Havana International Book
Fair. An article on the Feb. 18 meet-
ing starts on the front page. Waters is
the editor of the new Pathfinder Press
title and a member of the National
Committee of the Socialist Workers
Party.

The panel included Gustavo Chui
and Harry Villegas (widely known
by his nom de guerre, “Pombo”),
both brigadier generals in Cuba’s
Revolutionary Armed Forces (FAR),
and Jorge Sutil, a member of the
National Bureau of the Union of
Young Communists (UJC). Martin
Koppel, who was responsible for the
preparation of the book in Spanish,
chaired the meeting.

Waters’ remarks are © 2013 by
Pathfinder Press. Reprinted by per-
mission.

BY MARY-ALICE WATERS

I want to speak primarily about
the importance of this book—Cuba
and Angola: Fighting for Africa’s
Freedom and Our Own—for the po-
litical work today of communists in
the United States and other countries
outside of Cuba.

Today’s spreading international
capitalist crisis of production and
trade imploded first in the financial
sphere with great force more than five
years ago. It is still in its earliest stag-
es. This ongoing world contraction in
the output of human labor was not ex-
ceptional in capitalist history, nor was
it unanticipated, even if its timing was
not predictable.

It is not the product of “mistaken”
fiscal or monetary policies by one
or another capitalist government, as
some would like us to believe. Nor
of “excesses” and “greed.” No, it is
the product of the lawful workings of
capital itself—including its inevitable
“excesses” and “greed.” What still
lies ahead of us as their crisis deepens
are decades of economic and social
convulsions, deepening interimperi-
alist conflicts, and expanding “open-

CuBA’S VOLUNTEER INTERNATIONALIST MISSION IN ANGOLA not only changed history
of southern Africa but strengthened Cuban Revolution and prospects for revolutionary-
minded workers in U.S. and beyond. Below, workers in volunteer minibrigade build hous-
ing in Havana, February 1990. Rebirth of voluntary labor was key to rectification process
in Cuba in 1980s. Right, supporters of Militant sell subscriptions and books door to door in
working-class neighborhood in Houston, February 2013. Books like Cuba and Angola help
workers “see what a socialist revolution truly is, why it is necessary, and how ordinary hu-
man beings are transformed as we fight not only for ourselves but for others,” Waters said.

Militant/Cindy Jaquith

ended” colonial wars. That is not
something we can prevent.

Much more important for us, how-
ever, we are also at the very beginning
of what will soon become decades of
growing, sharpening resistance by
working people the world over to the
consequences of this crisis imposed
on us.

And we need those decades, be-
cause it is only in the course of such
battles that the working class can ac-
quire the experience and conscious-
ness necessary to transform itself and
produce the communist leadership
that does not exist today—a leader-
ship capable of doing what the work-
ing people of Cuba opened for our
hemisphere more than half a century
ago.

Link in proletarian continuity

It is the Cuban Revolution that to-
day provides the living link in the
continuity of the working class back
to the early years of the victori-

AP Photo/J Pat Carter

ous 1917 October Revolution—back
to the 1871 Paris Commune, to the
revolutions of 1848, the Communist
Manifesto and the birth of the modern
workers movement.

And that is why Cuba and Angola,
the book we are discussing today, is
so important.

It brings the example of the Cuban
Revolution to life for working people,
for youth, whose eyes are becoming
more open to seeing that example in
all its rich detail than at any time in
the last sixty years. More open be-
cause of their own experiences.

And please, let me say that again.
It is the most important thing I want
to say. We know from experiences as
part of the working class that work-
ing people in the United States are
more open to learning about and con-
sidering the example of the Cuban
Revolution than at any time since the
opening shots at Moncada.!

That is not ahead of us. It has al-
ready happened.

Crisis for working people

According to one recent survey,
nearly 25 percent of workers in the
United States have found themselves
unemployed at some point since the
capitalist crisis accelerated five years
ago. Four out of five—S80 percent!—
know someone in their circle of family
and friends who lost a job.

If the official unemployment figures
have declined a few percentage points,
itis in part because millions of what the
bosses’ government calls “discouraged
workers” have simply stopped look-
ing for work and are no longer counted

1. On July 26, 1953, some 160 combatants
under Fidel Castro’s command assaulted
the Moncada army garrison in Santiago
de Cuba, opening the revolutionary
struggle to overthrow the U.S.-backed

in the most widely cited

statistics. The majority

of those who have found

work again took cuts in
pay, often drastic ones.

Millions of working-class families
have lost their homes, their life sav-
ings, and access to health care (a loss
that the “reforms” of the current ad-
ministration will magnify, not dimin-
ish).

Most important, perhaps, a sub-
stantial majority, more than sixty per-
cent—and rising—no longer believe
their financial condition will improve
in coming years.

Economic and social blows of this
magnitude—an actual contraction in
the size of the labor force—do not go
unregistered in the consciousness of
millions. And that is where real poli-
tics begin, as Lenin reminded us. With
the actions of millions.

Response in working class

I cite a few of these statistics to
underscore one simple point. Many
people ask us, “Why is nothing hap-
pening in face of this crisis and its
consequences?” Our answer is that a

Job fair in Sunrise, Fla., Jan. 22. Nearly 25 percent of workers in U.S. have been jobless at some
point in last five years. “Economic and social blows of this magnitude don’t go unregistered
in the consciousness of millions,” said Waters. “Working people in the U.S. are more open to
learning about and considering the example of the Cuban Revolution” than in decades.

Cuba’s internationalist mission helped produce “gene
Cuban Five stand as an example to the world,” Wate
Gerardo Hernandez, Fernando Gonzalez, and René C
up charges in U.S. prisons since 1998. Above, Hernar

dictatorship of Fulgencio Batista that
culminated in the January 1, 1959, vic-
tory of the Cuban Revolution.
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r workers in the US and worldwide

great deal is happening, and in fact Aas
already happened.

But unless you are part of the work-
ing class—and a particularly alert
part—you won’t see it yet. You’re out-
side the class—or outside their gestat-
ing class consciousness—so you don’t
hear about what’s happening from
workers discussing among ourselves.
And it doesn’t get reported in the bour-
geois media; they are tone deaf to it.

But the broader manifestations in
the streets of these changes in con-
sciousness will come—as they did
in the 1930s—with the beginning of
a cyclical economic recovery, even if
short-lived, that gives workers more
confidence that the relationship of
forces has shifted in our favor, that we
have more leverage to put up a fight.

One of the ways we know what has
already changed is the response we get
from fellow workers as we go door to
door in working-class neighborhoods,
talking with whoever comes to the
door about how their lives have been
affected the last few years. A mea-
sure of the thirst for explanations of
what’s happening, of the desire to talk
about what history teaches us and what

SUOLULLISZ]IY [QRYDIN/IUBH[IWN

working people can do to fight back ef-
fectively, is the nearly 3,500 subscrip-
tions to our newspaper, the Militant,
sold over several weeks last fall, going
house to house, apartment to apart-
ment in working-class neighborhoods.

It is a level of response we haven’t
gotten in decades. And those subscrip-
tions were combined with workers buy-
ing hundreds of books, serious books
like those you find at Pathfinder’s
stand here at the Havana book fair—
Malcolm X, Black Liberation, and
the Road to Workers Power by Jack
Barnes; Teamster Rebellion by Farrell
Dobbs; and The Cuban Five, Who
They Are, Why They Were Framed,
Why They Should Be Free.

And now we are selling Cuba and
Angola: Fighting for Africa’s Freedom
and Our Own in the same way—yes,
door to door in working-class neigh-
borhoods. And workers are buying it
with interest.

We know from our own concrete
experiences there is no better way to
introduce working people and youth in
the US to the Cuban Revolution. Books
like Cuba and Angola and The Cuban
Five help them see what a socialist
revolution truly is, why it is necessary,
and how ordinary human beings are
transformed as we fight not only for
ourselves but for others as well.

René Gonzalez expressed
this eloquently in the first-
hand account of his interna-
tionalist mission in Angola
in 1977-79, included in full
in these pages, when he
wrote, “The Angolan ex-
perience taught me that the
most beautiful works are
accomplished by imperfect
men, each one of us a brief
burst of energy in history.”

Book on Cuban Revolution

Martin has already de-
scribed how Cuba and
Angola brings together in
a single book many differ-
ent levels of experience and
looks at the same historic
events from multiple per-
spectives—from the heavi-
est leadership responsibili-
ties and broadest historical
sweep provided by Fidel
[Castro], Raul [Castro], and
Nelson Mandela; to the in-
sights of four generals of the
FAR who were frontline of-
ficers of Cuba’s “revolution-
ary army of the people,” as
Raul called it, leading the
battle here and in Africa (that
includes Gen. Chui, who is
on the platform here today);
to the youngest volunteers
like Gerardo [Hernandez],
Fernando [Gonzalez], and
René [Gonzalez], who viv-
idly describe how their lives
were transformed by what
Raul referred to as Angola’s
“school of life and strug-
gle.”?

book about Angola. We don’t pretend
to write in any detailed way about the
heroic struggle of the Angolan people
during the first liberation war against
Portugal. Nor of the second liberation
war waged to push back and defeat the
invasion by the apartheid regime of
South Africa and its imperialist back-
ers in Washington.

This is a book about Cuba and the
Cuban Revolution, as told by Cubans
who were on the front lines of “Cuba’s
greatest internationalist feat ever,” to
use Fidel’s words.

It is a book about the ways in which
the proletarian internationalism of the
Cuban people—both those who served
in Angola and those who were on the
front lines here, including their fami-
lies and loved ones—strengthened the
alliance of workers and small farmers
that has always been the bedrock of
the revolution, and made possible the
advances consolidated in the 1980s
through the rectification process.’

2. Gerardo Hernandez, Fernando Gonzalez,
and René Gonzélez are three of the five
Cuban revolutionaries serving draconian
sentences in the US federal prison sys-
tem on trumped-up espionage and mur-
der conspiracy charges. The worldwide
fight for their freedom has been covered
extensively by the Militant for more than
14 years.

> presented by editor at international book fair event in Havana
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Mary-Alice Waters at Feb. 18 book panel.

Raul expressed it well in May 1991
on the day the victorious battle flag
of Operation Carlota was returned to
Cuba: “When we face new and unex-
pected challenges,” he said, “we will

Continued on page 11

3. The rectification process was the politi-
cal course initiated by the Cuban revo-
lutionary leadership in 1986. It marked a
turn away from copying the stifling anti-
working-class political and economic po-
lices long entrenched in the Soviet Union
and Eastern Europe. The disintegration
of these regimes in 1991 led to the rapid
loss of 85 percent of Cuba’s foreign trade
and precipitated a deep economic, social
and political crisis referred to in Cuba as
the Special Period.

... want to read more?

Political foundations of the communist movement

The Communist Manifesto —$5

by Karl Marx and Frederick Engels

Founding document of modern revolutionary workers
movement first published in 1848.

The Civil War in France by Karl Marx —$5

Lessons of the Paris Commune of 1871, when for 72 days
working people held power for the first time in history.

Essential Works of Lenin —$12.95

Imperialism, State and Revolution and two other works by the

central leader of the October Revolution in Russiain 1917.

‘Defending Cuba, Defending Cuba’s Socialist Revolution’
by Mary-Alice Waters in New International no. 10 —$16

Our History is Still Being Written —$20

by Armando Choy, Gustavo Chui, and Moisés Sio Wong
Includes how Cuban toilers confronted challenges following
1991 collapse of Soviet Union and abrupt end of

85 percent of Cuba’s trade, what Cubans call the Special Period.

Thomas Sankara Speaks:

The Burkina Faso Revolution 1983-87 —$24

From Manhattan to Timbuktu, working people can learn lessons
in struggle from these speeches by the leader of the popular
democratic revolution in the West African country of Burkina Faso.

How Far We Slaves Have Come —$10
by Nelson Mandela and Fidel Castro

Cuba: From Rectification to the Special Period and Beyond

‘Che’s Proletarian Legacy and Cuba’s Rectification Process’
by Mary-Alice Waters in New International no. 8 —$10

Nelson Mandela and Thomas Sankara:
Examples for working people in Africa and the world

ration of leaders of the revolution among whom the
rs said. New book recounts experiences in Angola by
,onzalez, three of five revolutionaries jailed on frame-
dez, front right, during 1989-90 mission in Angola.

Speaking in Cuba in 1991, Mandela and Castro discuss place of
Angola victory in fall of apartheid regime in South Africa.
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I want to stress only two
points.
Cuba and Angola is not a




‘Capitalism and the Transformation of Africa’

Below is an excerpt from Capitalism
and the Transformation of Africa, one
of Pathfinder’s Books of the Month for
March. The following selection includes
facts authors Martin Koppel and Mary-
Alice Waters learned from reporting
trips to Equatorial Guinea in 2005 and
2008. Copyright © 2009 by Pathfinder
Press. Reprinted by permission.

BY MARTIN KOPPEL

[[]n the mid-1990s, vast reserves of
oil and natural gas were discovered
deep beneath the country’s offshore
waters in the Gulf of Guinea. This in-
creased the ability to substantially ex-

BOOKS OF
THE MONTH

pand production and trade, and at the
same time deepened economic and
social contradictions. ...

Within a few years’ time, one of
the world’s most capital-intensive,
technologically complex, and highly
monopolized industries has been su-
perimposed on a foundation in which
the existing productivity of labor is a
product of millennia of hunting, fish-
ing, and subsistence agriculture, dis-
torted by centuries of slave trading and
colonial domination. ...

Equatorial Guinea remains a coun-
try with virtually no manufacturing.
There is a brewery, a water bottling
plant, and a cement factory crippled by

(?/V BOOKS

OF THE MONTH

PATHFINDER 5
READERS CLUB Dggoé?\”
SPECIALS
Capitalism and the

Transformation of Africa
by Mary-Alice Waters,

Martin Koppel

In the decades of wars, economic

crises and explosive dlass battles that

lie ahead, the weight of the toilers of
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rake in profits.
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Israel: A Colonial-Settler State?
by Maxine Rodinson
$13. Special price: $9.75

Che Guevara Talks to Young People
by Ernesto Che Guevara
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Che Guevara habla a la juventud
(Che Guevara Talks to Young People)

by Ernesto Che Guevara

$15. Special price: $11.25
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for $10 and receive
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Oil workers employed by ExxonMobil in Oct. 12, 2005, parade celebrating independence day.

shortages of imported primary goods.
Furniture-making shops and sawmill-
ing operations that produce lumber
for construction remain small-scale
handicraft operations. With land cul-
tivation beyond subsistence farming
largely nonexistent and more than half
the population now living in urban
centers, almost all food is imported
from Cameroon, Spain, and elsewhere.
Transportation costs magnify the im-
pact of rising world food prices. The
chicken we ate one day came from
Brazil. Eggs were from Cameroon.

Those living in rural areas, largely
still outside the market, get food from
hunting small forest animals or fishing,
and from plantains, cassava, malanga,
and other plants that grow easily on
small pieces of cleared land at the for-
est’s edge. Most of these foodstuffs are
directly consumed, not bought or sold.
Along rural roads and in sprawling
town markets, many people sell small
quantities of remaining food products
as well as other goods to scrape by.

At the same time, in less than fifteen
years the exploitation of oil and natu-
ral gas reserves has turned Equatorial
Guinea into the third-largest oil export-
er in sub-Saharan Africa, after Nigeria
and Angola. “It is U.S. companies that
are operating the offshore extraction
operations, including ExxonMobil,
Marathon, and Hess,” [President
Teodoro] Obiang noted in the interview.
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UNITED STATES

CALIFORNIA: Los Angeles: 4025
S. Western Ave. Zip: 90062. Tel: (323)
295-2600. E-mail:  laswp@sbcglobal.net
San Francisco: 5482 Mission St. Zip: 94112-
1015. Tel: (415) 584-2135. E-mail: swpsf
(@sbcglobal.net

FLORIDA: Miami: 7100 Biscayne Blvd.,
Suite 306A. Zip: 33138. Tel: (305) 757-8869.
E-mail: swpmiami@att.net

GEORGIA: Atlanta: 777 Cleveland Ave.
SW Suite 103. Zip: 30315. Tel: (678) 528-7828.
E-mail: swpatlanta@bellsouth.net

ILLINOIS: Chicago: 806 W. Washington
Blvd. Suite 202. Zip: 60607. Tel: (312) 455-
0111. E-mail: Chicagoswp@att.net

IOWA: Des Moines: 3707 Douglas Ave.
Zip: 50310. Tel: (515) 707-1779. E-mail:
swpdesmoines@fastmail.fm

MASSACHUSETTS:  Boston: 13
Bennington St, 2nd Floor, East Bos-
ton. Zip: 02128. Tel: (617) 569-9169.
E-mail: swpboston@verizon.net

10 The Militant March 11, 2013

Marathon also owns the liquid natu-
ral gas and methanol plants. In recent
years, he added, “a number of other
companies have signed agreements
with [state-owned] Gepetrol, including
Malaysian, South African, and Nigerian
oil companies,” for joint exploration and
development projects. China is the larg-
est purchaser of the country’s oil.

Exploitation of Equatorial Guinea’s
oil resources has accelerated the de-
velopment of a modern class structure
here in the urban areas. While tribal
and clan ties continue to dominate so-
cial relations in the countryside, these
preclass formations dissolve more and
more with the increased penetration of
the world market and capitalist rela-
tions of production.

As has happened in other parts of the
world over the past five centuries, capi-
tal accumulation is today consolidating
a capitalist class in Equatorial Guinea,
with expanding private holdings in
land, hotels, construction, transport,
and other businesses. Through the pur-
chase and exploitation of labor power,
this rising class is extracting surplus
value and expanding its wealth.

There are growing numbers of small
traders, merchants, lawyers, and other
petty-bourgeois layers. Drawn by the
oil boom, this includes increasing num-
bers from West Africa, the Middle East,
China, and other parts of the world.

A class of wageworkers is being

MINNESOTA: Minneapolis: 416 E.
Hennepin Ave., Suite 214. Zip: 55414.
Tel: (612) 729-1205. E-mail: tcswp@
gwestoffice.net

NEBRASKA, Lincoln: Tel: (402) 217-
4906. E-mail: swplincoln@windstream.net
Omaha: P.O. Box 7908. Zip: 68107.
Tel.: (402) 779-7697. E-mail: swpomaha@
fastmail.net

NEW YORK: Manhattan: 306 W. 37th
St., 10th Floor. Zip: 10018. Tel: (212) 629-
6649. E-mail: newyorkswp@mac.com

PENNSYLVANIA: Philadelphia: 3701
Pulaski Ave. Zip: 19140. Tel: (215) 225-
1270. E-mail: philaswp@yverizon.net

TEXAS: Houston: 4800 W. 34th St.,
Suite C-50L. Zip: 77092. Tel: (713) 688-
4919. E-mail: swp.houston@att.net

WASHINGTON, D.C.: 143
Kennedy St. NW, Suite 15. Zip:
20011. Tel: (202) 536-5080. E-mail:

swp.washingtondc@verizon.net

WASHINGTON: Seattle: 5418 Rainier
Ave. South. Zip: 98118-2439. Tel: (206)
323-1755. E-mail: seattleswp@qwestoffice.
net

born in Equatorial Guinea, too. As
the Communist Manifesto noted about
Europe and North America more than
150 years ago, “In proportion as the
bourgeoisie, i.e., capital, is developed,
in the same proportion is the prole-
tariat, the modern working class, de-
veloped—a class of laborers, who live
only so long as they find work and who
find work only so long as their labor
increases capital.”

Capitalist expansion inexorably
draws growing parts of the world into
its orbit, Karl Marx and Frederick
Engels noted. Today capital is exert-
ing its pull on Equatorial Guinea.
Increasing numbers of Guineans are
becoming wageworkers for the first
time ever, as laborers on road and
other construction projects especially.
Nearly half the country’s population
lives in [the cities of | Bata and Malabo,
which are being swelled by stepped-up
migration from the countryside of toil-
ers seeking jobs.

The demand for labor has also
led to a large influx of workers from
abroad, especially from other parts of
Central and West Africa—including
Cameroon, Gabon, Burkina Faso, Mali,
and Nigeria. Workers from Paraguay,
the Dominican Republic, and else-
where in Latin America have come to
work in hotels, restaurants, and at other
jobs. On all the construction sites we
visited, most of the skilled workers and
technicians are migrants from French-
speaking African countries or contract
employees from China, North Africa,
Lebanon, Iran, and elsewhere.

As Obiang said in an August 5, 2008,
speech to an audience that included
many Guinean construction work-
ers, “Equatorial Guinea used to be a
country that was held in contempt.”
Now, he said, “many are coming here
in search of prosperity. We have more
immigrants than other countries in
Africa. It’s like bees who are coming
to taste our honey.”

The growth of the working class and
its increasingly international charac-
ter—as workers bring their skills and
experiences from other parts of the
world—has increased the pride and
confidence of working people here. It
is widening their scope.
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After strike, school bus workers
in New York City fight firings

BY SETH GALINSKY

NEW YORK-—School bus
workers here have beat back at-
tempts by some bus companies
to fire workers returning after
a one-month strike, but “a few
employers are keeping some of
our members from going back
to their jobs,” says a statement
on the Amalgamated Transit
Union Local 1181 website.

“Our union will defeat the
remaining employers and get
all our members back to work,”
the statement continues.

Local 1181 officials ended
the strike by 8,800 work-
ers Feb. 15 without defeating
Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s
decision to eliminate Employee
Protection Provisions in con-
tracts with private bus companies for 1,100 routes
that expire this year. Bus companies are suing to
get rid of the protections for the remaining 6,600
routes.

The provisions, in place for 34 years, require
bosses to hire from the pool of all laid-off work-
ers by seniority, before taking on new employees.
Without the protections, any time a company loses
a bid or closes down, laid-off workers would start
as new hires, if hired at all.

“I'm glad to be back at work, but we can’t just
give up,” said Laura Cangelosi, a driver and mem-
ber of Local 1181. “Our jobs are at stake.” She was
one of dozens of workers who spoke briefly to the
Militant at a bus yard near JFK airport Feb. 25.

Workers say they aren’t defeated or demoralized.
Many are following efforts by the union to win
back the jobs of those fired when the strike ended.

The strike was weakened when some 3,000
workers organized by Teamsters Local 854 or
United Craft and Industrial Workers Union Local
71 crossed the picket lines. Two members of Local
71 at the yard told this reporter that they thought
their union should have joined the strike.

When strikers returned to Reliant Transportation
in the Bronx Feb. 20, bosses said they weren’t go-
ing to take everyone back. “We all stayed outside,”
driver Dionisio Pena told the Militant. “It seems the
union steward was called. In the end, no one was
fired.”

The same day Jofaz Transportation boss Joseph
Fazzia turned away more than 100 attendants in

School bus workers during strike outside Reliant Transportation in Bronx, N.Y., Feb. 5.

Brooklyn. “[I’ve] lost hundreds of thousands of
dollars,” he shouted, according to the New York
Post. “This union thinks they can tell me what to
do. They can go f--- themselves.”

The attendants were back on the job after nego-
tiations between Fazzia and Local 1181, the Post
reported Feb. 26.

“Workers at Jofaz are back at work,” driver
Horace Madhoo said at the yard near JFK. “But
not those fired at Rainbow. We have to get every-
one back to work.”

Despite a barrage of articles from the city’s big-
business dailies during the strike that tried to paint
the workers as selfishly holding students “hostage,”
the majority of workers in the city backed the strik-
ers.

“The dispute between the city and the union is
clearly not over,” said a Feb. 21 New York Times
editorial that scolded five Democratic Party can-
didates for mayor, who had written to the union
asking officials to end the strike, for claiming they
would each “revisit” the job protections if elected
in the fall.

The editorial also backed Bloomberg’s attack on
the bus workers and denounced union officials for
saying they will seek legislation to restore the pro-
tections.

“It is time to let the market decide how this in-
dustry works,” the Times said.

School bus workers have a different view.

“We learned that only workers care about other
workers,” said Madhoo.

— LETTERS

Blown away by Cuba

I am extremely grateful to the
Militant for opening my eyes to
struggles going on around our
globe between workers and capi-
talists. Reading it has had a pro-
found impact on me, and now I
wonder what can [ do to make a
change.

I now know that these are not
just Maori or Pacific issues, or
race issues, these are global issues
that affect black and white, young
and old.

I would be very grateful if you
are able to continue sending me
this paper. I will continue to do-
nate to the Militant whenever I
can.

I was blown away to read about
the Cuban Revolution and the
positive effect it had on its people.
How would I go about receiv-
ing any titles you have about the
Cuban Revolution?

A prisoner
New Zealand

Editor’s note: Pathfinder Press of-
fers working-class revolutionary
books and pamphlets to prisoners
at a 50 percent discount off the
cover price. There is a flat rate of
$2.75 for shipping and handling
per order, whatever the number of
books ordered.

Prisoners can mail their prepaid
orders to: Pathfinder Press, PO
Box 162767, Atlanta, GA 30321-
2767.

Relatives and friends can order
online for a prisoner at www.path-
finderpress.com. The discount is
applied after the order is submit-
ted, once it has been confirmed the

‘Militant’ Prisoners’ Fund

The Prisoners’ Fund makes it pos-
sible to send prisoners reduced rate
subscriptions. To donate, send a
check or money order payable to the
Militant and earmarked “Prisoners’
Fund” to 306 W. 37th St., 10th Floor,
New York, NY 10018.

books are being shipped to a prison
address.

Mass protest in Tunisia

Thank you for sending me a
copy of your article “Assassination
in Tunisia Spurs Mass Protests,
Unhinges Gov’t Coalition” in the
Feb. 25 issue.

I would like to clarify a fact about
the number of participants in the
funerals of martyr Chokri Belaid.
According to observers, it exceeded
1.5 million people—of which more
than half were in the capital Tunis.
Kacem Afaya
International Secretary
Tunisian General Union of Labor

The letters column is an open
forum for all viewpoints on sub-
jects of interest to working peo-
ple. Please keep your letters brief.
Where necessary they will be
abridged. Please indicate if you
prefer that your initials be used
rather than your full name.

‘Cuba and Angola’

Continued from page 9

always be able to recall the epic of Angola with grat-
itude, because without Angola we would not be as
strong as we are today.”

Nor would any of us, anywhere.

Without the years of the internationalist effort
in Angola, without the rectification campaign by
the Cuban people, the daunting weight of the “new
and unexpected challenges” of the Special Period
that had already begun by the time the last Cuban
troops returned from Angola in 1991 would have
been infinitely greater. The creative energies and
endurance of Cuba’s toilers would have been even
more harshly tested.

The victorious battle of Cuito Cuanavale, to
use that symbolic milepost singled out by Nelson
Mandela, not only changed the history of southern
Africa. It changed the history of Cuba as well.

And, without fear of perjury, we can testify it
changed the future for revolutionaries in North
America too.

Twenty-five years have passed since that historic
moment, however, and much of this great epic is
now unknown to new generations that have come,
and will be coming, onto the front lines of battle
from the United States, to Cuba, to Africa.

Martin and I saw this firsthand a few years ago
in Equatorial Guinea when, at the invitation of
the National University of Equatorial Guinea and
then Cuban ambassador there, Victor Dreke—who
is also with us today—we took part in the first
ever book fair in that country. Every book we had
by Nelson Mandela and every book by Thomas
Sankara, leaders not only of the people of Africa
but of working people the world over, flew off the
table as fast as they could be taken out of the boxes.
To many young people there, most not even yet
born when the apartheid regime fell to the revolu-
tionary upsurge of the South African people, this
was history they knew little of but longed to make
their own.

Cuba and Angola aims to be a small contribu-
tion to filling the void of books that tell this story
and encouraging those who took part in those epic
battles to make that history known.

Five Cuban revolutionaries

Finally, I want to draw attention to sections of
Cuba and Angola that tell the stories of the inter-
nationalist missions of Gerardo, Fernando, and
René. In their own words they describe how they
were molded by that combat experience and trans-
formed for life. We see how they became the men
they are today, the finest products of the Cuban
Revolution.

Their accounts show how decisive Cuba’s in-
ternationalist mission in Angola was in producing
an entire generation of leaders of the revolution
among whom the Cuban Five stand as an example
to the world.

Fernando’s account is available here in Cuba and
Angola for the first time. And while the accounts by
and about Gerardo and René have been published
here in Cuba before, they are little known abroad.

The inclusion of their stories means that for us
this book becomes one more weapon we can wield
in the battle to win freedom for the Five. There is
no better way to introduce Ramoén, Antonio, René,
Fernando, and Gerardo to new generations of work-
ing people young and old who are themselves be-
ginning to be transformed by the initial skirmishes
of the class battles that are on the horizon.

There is no better way to answer, “Who are the
Cuban Five?”

There is no better way to show that “yes, there is
an alternative,” there is a way forward for working
people in today’s increasingly crisis-ridden world.

The Cuban Revolution has given us that exam-
ple. And for that we thank you.

Correction
The article “How Views on Women’s Status
Changed, Abortion Rights Won,” in issue no. 4
said that the largest march ever for abortion rights
occurred in Washington, D.C., in April 1992. But
it took place on April 25, 2004.
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