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By Paul Davies
DUBLIN—In the largest action on 

women’s rights for years, as many as 
10,000 people took to the streets here 
Nov. 17 to protest the death of Savita 
Halappanavar and onerous restric-
tions on access to abortion. There 
have been further actions in towns 
across Ireland, including in Galway 
where 1,000 people gathered. 

Halappanavar, a 31-year-old den-
tist of Indian descent, died Oct. 28 in 
a Galway hospital from septicaemia 
following a miscarriage. Her husband, 
Praveen Halappanavar, said doctors 

by seth galinsky
Thousands of farmworkers in 

South Africa’s Western Cape are con-
tinuing their strike despite the Nov. 14 
announcement by the South African 
minister of labor of an agreement 
with union officials and farmworker 
aid organizations for a two-week sus-
pension. 

Hundreds of farmworkers have 
been arrested and charged with “pub-
lic violence.” 

“The strike is not over,” farm-
worker Mandla Betshe told Agence 
France-Presse the next day, in a video 
posted on YouTube. “We are going 
forward no matter what. We say 150 
after deductions.” 

Betshe was referring to the strikers’ 

Rodger Bosch/AFP/Getty Images

Farmworkers in Wolseley, South Africa, Nov. 15, ignore call by government and officials of 
some unions to suspend strike for two weeks while labor ministry reviews minimum wage. 

demand to raise the minimum wage 
of 70 rand a day ($7.90) to 150 rand. 
Over the last year the price of sugar, 
oil and cereals rose more than 10 per-
cent, and the price of mealie meal, the 
region’s basic food staple, has jumped 

by brian williams
Tel Aviv has launched an assault on 

Gaza following military provocations 
from Hamas, Gaza’s ruling bourgeois 
party. The Israeli offensive—designed 

Continued on page 11

by john studer
The big-business media, from the left 

to the right, has spilled much ink ana-
lyzing the recent U.S. elections. What 
comes through in their various demo-
graphic theories is a bourgeois class 
blindness that prevents these “experts” 
from understanding attitudes and trends 

Commentary
in the working class and how they may 
or may not be reflected in the elections. 

Among these “theories” are conjec-
tures about voting patterns of the major-
ity of so-called whites, whom they often 
refer to in writing as blue-collar or poor 
whites, but whom they view with dis-
dain as “white trash.” 

But the “white America” the pundits 
write about doesn’t exist. And they pre-
fer not to see the reality of an America 
that is increasingly class divided. 

In the mind of self-styled progressive 

William Murphy

Nov. 17 march in Dublin, Ireland, protests the death of Savita Halappanavar, following a 
miscarriage after she was denied an abortion. Similar actions took place around the country.

by Louis Martin
Some 253 subscriptions to the 

Militant were sold last week, bring-
ing our cumulative total to 1,610, with 
more readers joining the international 
campaign to win 3,500 subscribers by 
Dec. 16.  

Clayton Bronson, a retired sugar 
worker from Drayton, N.D., adopted a 

Continued on page 4

Oppose Israeli attack!
—See editorial,  p. 11

to deal blows to Hamas—has left 
Palestinian working people caught in 
the crossfire and forced to deal with the 
consequences.  

The Israeli government said it initi-
ated “Operation Pillar of Defense,” in 
response to stepped-up missile attacks 
by Hamas and other Islamist groups in 
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Workers across Europe 
are being hit with high un-
employment and govern-
ment-driven cuts to social 
services in the midst of the 
worldwide economic crisis.

The ‘Militant’ explains 
the roots of this crisis and 
points a revolutionary road 
forward for working people. 

Workers of Europe hit by gov’t cuts amid world crisis

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY                          STATE                ZIP

PHONE                                 e-mail

UNION/SCHOOL/ORGANIZATION          
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Reuters/Marcelo del Pozo
Union members march Nov. 14 in Seville, 
Spain, during Europe-wide day of protest.

 Below is an excerpt from The 
Working Class and the Transformation 
of Learning: The Fraud of Education 
Reform Under Capitalism by Jack 
Barnes, national secretary of the 
Socialist Workers Party. The book is one 
of four offered at reduced prices with a 
subscription to the Militant. (See ad on 
page 4.) Copyright © 2000 by Pathfinder 
Press. Reprinted by permission.

by Jack Barnes
Until society is reorganized so that 

education is a human activity from the 
time we are very young until the time we 
die, there will be no education worthy of 
working, creating humanity. There will 
only be the pretensions to education or 
to technical expertise of a small group of 
people. That is the historical truth.

Capitalist society promotes the myth 
that education is a youth question. But 
any society that sees education as a 
question just for young people can never 
have education that is meaningful for 
human beings, including youth. Social 
solidarity will never exist in such a so-
ciety.

The working class cannot begin with 
how to change things so that youth get 
a better education. We have to begin 
with how to transform the values of 
society, not just the economics; it can-
not be reduced simply to an economic 
problem. To be meaningful, education 
has to create the possibilities for society 

as a whole to advance, instead of rein-
forcing the exploitation of the majority 
by the few. Until then, the only “liberal 
education” available to any fighter who 
wants one is political education within 
the workers movement.

What is taught in most schools today 
is largely worthless. There are a handful 
of skills that provide some preparation 
for life—learning to read, learning to 
write, learning to compute, practicing 
to increase our attention spans, learn-
ing the discipline necessary to study and 
use our minds. Reading and studying 
are extremely hard. It takes discipline 
to sit still for three hours, two hours, 
even one hour—not moving, not jump-
ing up—and to work through ideas. 
Working through ideas is hard; we all 
have to learn how to do it. But it is part 
of taking ourselves seriously. It is part of 
taking humanity seriously. We have to 
learn how to read and study by coming 
to better understand how other people 
live and work, whether they are older or 
younger than we are.

But most everything else we are 
taught in school, especially in the so-
called social sciences and related “disci-
plines,” are things we need to unlearn. 
Civics courses, social studies cours-
es—these are all obfuscation. There is 
technical training of certain kinds, and 
applied sciences, that can be OK, with 
some luck. But these are forms of ap-
prenticeships, not liberal education in 
the meaningful, universal sense.

Many young people wonder why they 
should go to school for twelve years in 
this society. Most never learn anything 
of value past the sixth or seventh grade. 
I went to working-class public schools in 

southern Ohio in the 1940s and 1950s. 
I never had to write a single essay or 
do anything like that my entire time in 
school; I was never given a reason to 
concentrate on doing so. But I had some 
teachers who were fine people and who 
taught me to read, taught me grammar 
and spelling, showed me by example 
how to at least sit quietly and work for 
a while, and encouraged me to do so. 
They displayed some social solidarity. 
That is all I can say I ever got from go-
ing to school. But that part turned out to 
be valuable. It was a lucky accident.

But because of this accident, I learned 
to read, acquired the habit of reading, 
and acquired it for life. At the same time, 
I hated reading what they crammed 
down my throat in high school. I hated 
Shakespeare then; I hated Macbeth the 
way it was taught.

Most young people never get taught 
they have anything to look forward to 
after their compulsory schooling is 
over. They never get taught in such a 
way as to make them believe the edu-
cational system is based on the assump-
tion that their lives are worth a damn. 
(Many of us can remember teachers 
and principals who reeked of this atti-
tude, I’m sure.) Instead, young people 
learn they have nothing to look forward 
to. They do not need to be told this in 
so many words; all they have to do is 
just watch other workers older than 
themselves. They just watch people like 
themselves who are above seventeen 

or eighteen years of age. Between ages 
six and seventeen young workers go to 
school six or seven hours a day; they are 
supposed to read books, work for good 
grades, study things, turn in homework. 
Then, all of a sudden they turn eighteen 
and they never do it again. First they are 
supposed to “just say no” to anything 
that is fun. Then they are supposed to 
just say yes to anything an employer de-
mands.

Don’t underestimate young people’s 
moral yearnings, their openness, human 
solidarity, and sensitivity. Perhaps they 
cannot put what they see into words. 
Perhaps they cannot theorize it. But they 
know a lot about what’s going on. What 
does this kind of education have to do 
with the human race? …

[T]he rulers have no need, and thus 
no desire, for workers to be educated in 
this society. It is not true that the capi-
talist class needs for workers to be edu-
cated; it is a lie. They need for us to be 
obedient, not to be educated. They need 
for us to have to work hard to make a 
living, not to be critical. They need for 
us to consume all we make each week 
buying their products. Above all, they 
need for us to lose any desire over time 
to broaden our scope and become citi-
zens of the world.

But the employing class does not need 
for us to be disciplined. In fact, indisci-
pline in life puts us more in their grasp. 
Obedience on the job, yes; discipline in 
life, no.

Imaginechina/Zou haibin

Supervisor monitors workers at Foxconn factory in Fengcheng, China, May 2012. Foxconn 
facilities in China have been sites of strikes, violent clashes and other struggles over last year. 
“Rulers need workers to be obedient, not to be educated,” Jack Barnes says in booklet.



florida
Miami
Social Disaster After Hurricane Shows 
True Face of Capitalism. Panel discus-
sion. Fri., Nov. 30, 7:30 p.m. 7100 Biscayne 
Blvd., Suite 306A. Tel.: (305) 757-8869.

nebraska
Omaha
Capitalist Crisis and the Road Forward 
for Working People. Sat., Dec. 1. Dinner, 
6:30 p.m.; program, 7:30 p.m. For location 
call (402) 217-4906.

Texas 
Houston
Legalize Undocumented Workers 
Now! Speakers: Christy Mendoza, 
Revolutionary Socialist Alliance; Mike 
Fitzsimmons, Socialist Workers Party; 
others. Sat., Dec. 1. Dinner, 6:30 p.m.; 
program, 7:30 p.m. Donation: dinner $5, 
program $5. 4800 W. 34th St., Suite C-50L. 
Tel.: (713) 688-4919.
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Socialist debates other school board candidates in LA

LOS ANGELES—Eleanor García, Socialist Workers Party candidate 
in District 2 for Los Angeles Unified School District, joined six of her 
opponents in a candidates debate Nov 15, organized by the District 2 
Neighborhood Coalition in the working-class and largely immigrant neigh-
borhood of Westlake. 

“Under capitalism, education is class-divided and the only future we 
can count on is one in which education will worsen, there will be more 
cuts and more taxes,” García said. 

“For the big majority of the working class, our lives are a cycle divided 
into being a child, the time we ‘learn’ to be obedient to a boss; then a 
worker, when we produce profits for bosses; and then when we get old, 
we’re looked at as used-up,” García said. “Working people are taught that 
we are not capable of organizing anything, taught to depend on others.

“The biggest battle we face is to cast off the self-image the rulers impose 
on us. A lifetime of education can prepare us so we recognize our capaci-
ties and put an end to capitalism’s dog-eat-dog relations.”

—Arlene Rubinstein

liberals, heavily represented by bour-
geois-minded meritocrats and profes-
sionals, workers who are Caucasian are 
essentially ignorant, reactionary, and be-
coming increasingly racist as a natural 
response to the effects of the economic 
crisis on their lives. According to this 
view, these workers can be expected to 
vote Republican in general, and all the 
more so in the recent election in order to 
vote out a Black candidate. This is why a 
layer of Democratic Party liberals write 
off any effort to win the so-called white 
vote and instead focus on the so-called 
Latino and Black vote, along with those 
of “smart people” like themselves.

This sentiment was partially cap-
tured by Obama himself in 2008 when 
he spoke about workers in small towns 
in Ohio and Pennsylvania: “It’s not sur-
prising then that they get bitter, and they 
cling to guns or religion, or antipathy 
toward people who aren’t like them, or 
anti-immigrant sentiment.”  

Another notion that flows from this 
outlook is the idea that growth of reac-
tionary views among working people 
in the U.S. are part of a similar trend 
around the world.

A good example of this is an article 
by New York Times guest columnist 
Thomas Edsall, who  interviewed Ruy 
Teixeira, a senior fellow at the American 
Center for American Progress and ad-
viser to the Obama campaign.

Edsall writes: “In the United States, 
Teixeira noted, ‘The Republican Party 
has become the party of the white 
working class,’ while in Europe many 
working-class voters who had been the 
core of Social Democratic parties have 
moved over to far right parties.”  

Conservative pundits hold a simi-
lar version of the same class prejudices 
about workers who are Caucasian as lib-
erals do, but instead of lamenting about 
it, many wish it were more true. 

Attitudes in the working class are not 
something that can be directly gleaned 
from election results or any other meth-
od by those who live in a world entirely 
outside of the working class. Workers’ 
views only find distorted reflection in 
the bourgeois electoral arena, where, in 
the absence of sustained class-struggle 
battles from which workers gain self-
confidence and a sense of political inde-
pendence, most today look for a “lesser 

evil” to vote for. 
One thing the election results do not 

support is the view that there is a rising 
tide of racism among workers today. 
There are plenty of reasons why one 
would not vote Barack Obama, from his 
open disdain for working people to con-
cerns about growing government inter-
ference in people’s lives. 

The most striking thing about the 
election is that—after four years of the 
most profound economic crisis in liv-
ing memory—the lesser evil for most 
workers, including a substantial section 
of those who are Caucasian, was not 
the challenger but the incumbent. And 
an incumbent who has not even talked 
about a real jobs program much less 
shown an inclination to enact one. 

But many saw Romney as more out 
of touch with the crushing effects of the 
capitalist crisis. Many assumed a sec-
ond Obama presidency might at least 
be more open to providing government 
relief from the crisis.   

The exit polls reflect some of these 
sentiments. While 51 percent of voters 
said that government was too intrusive 
in their lives, 55 percent said the U.S. 
economic system favors the wealthy. 
And the majority thought that Romney’s 
policies would favor the rich.  

“Romney did terribly among 
the white working class” in Iowa, 
Minnesota, Wisconsin, Michigan, Ohio 
and Pennsylvania, complained Steven 
Sailer, a conservative with openly racist 
views, on VDARE.com Nov. 7.  

And some 9 million workers who are 
Caucasian were among the millions of 
working people who didn’t bother to 
vote for either of the bosses’ parties.  

This doesn’t mean Romney didn’t 
win votes from lots of working people 
who are Caucasian, particularly in more 
rural areas and parts of the South. He 
did, especially from those fed up with 
the accumulated economic blows suf-
fered over Obama’s first four years. But 
there is no reason to assume that a grow-
ing—as opposed to shrinking—minor-
ity did so for racist reasons. There is no 
rise in KKK violence or other evidence 
to support such a contention.

And workers on the job know that 
coworkers who voted for Obama or 
Romney are equally likely to jump into 
discussion about how to meet the boss-
es’ attacks and fight together, regardless 
of racial, religious or other differences.

Profound social changes resulting 
from the massive proletarian Black 
rights battle of the 1950s and ’60s that 
smashed Jim Crow segregation have 
wrought irreversible changes in the 
working class that have opened the door 
to greater unity in action. And today 
working people in general are feeling 
the effects of the crisis and increasing-
ly look to advance their class interests 
above all.

This is true within the Black nation-
ality, where conditions of life for work-
ers—both absolute and relative to others 
sections of the working class—are get-
ting worse under the impact of the eco-
nomic crisis. And the crisis is reinforc-
ing forms of national oppression endem-
ic to social relations under capitalism. 
At the same time, class divisions among 
African-Americans are widening.

The fight against racist discrimination 
and to overcome national divisions re-
mains one of the biggest tasks ahead in 
forging a working-class vanguard in the 
U.S. But, contrary to the hopes of con-
servative pundits and the accepted wis-

dom of liberals, racist bigotry against 
African-Americans and other forms 
of prejudice are not on the rise among 
working people who are Caucasian or of 
other backgrounds. 

This conclusion is consistent with the 
personal experience of many working 
people today on and off the job. This is 
one of the strengths of our class, the only 
truly progressive class, in the U.S. 

Votes on ballot measures
Another more recent shift in attitudes 

among working people in favor of equal 
rights and against bigotry was registered 
in votes on a number of ballot referenda. 
In Maryland, Maine, Washington and 
Minnesota, millions of workers voted to 
push back state laws that discriminate, 
based on prejudice, against equal rights 
in marriage based on gender and sexual 
orientation.   

In Florida, a measure to strengthen 
discriminatory restrictions against 
young women’s ability to get an abor-
tion was rejected. The vote also upheld 
legal protection for the right to privacy.  

Some measures put on the ballot by 
labor unions did not fare so well. But 
here it would be wrong to think the vote 
is a reflection of those who are for and 
against organized labor. Rather the ref-
erenda highlight the failing strategy of 
the top labor officialdom.

Among the ballot measures, in 
Michigan leaders of the Service 
Employees International Union and oth-
ers organized an effort to write into the 
state constitution the right of public sec-
tor unions to bargain collectively and a 
prohibition against the legislature enact-
ing “right to work” laws.  

The measure, Proposition 2, failed by 
58 to 42 percent.  

The Socialist Workers Party called for 
a yes vote. “Not because restrictive laws 
are the reason our unions are getting 
weaker, a rationalization often heard 
from union officials,” James Harris, 
SWP presidential candidate said, but as 
part of “laying the groundwork to trans-
form our unions into effective working-
class combat organizations against the 
bosses’ deepening attacks.”  

At the same time, such substitutes 
for organizing unions or bringing union 
power to bear are not something work-
ers will or can rally around. The ballot 
measure is put forward by the same la-
bor officials who, contrary to leading 
battles against efforts by politicians and 
employers to slash our rights or wages, 
have worked overtime to avoid and limit 
such fights while supporting some of the 
same capitalist politicians leading the 
assault.

Regardless of which “lesser evil” they 
pulled the lever for, or if they stayed 
home, or how they voted on any referen-
da, workers by the millions are feeling 
the squeeze from the propertied rulers’ 
attacks and are looking to discuss where 
they come from and a way to fight back.

Through these discussions and 
coming battles, workers will gain ex-
perience and self-confidence, and will 
begin to transform themselves by the 
millions into actors on the stage of 
history. And along the way, they will 
stop looking for lesser evils and start 
looking for a way to replace the rule 
of the propertied class with a govern-
ment of workers and farmers. 
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Socialists from Nebraska and Iowa join weekend 
door-to-door effort to sell ‘Militant’ in Des Moines

Militant/Maggie Trowe

DES MOINES, Iowa—Alex Huinil (right) sells the Militant outside the Tapatía 
Mexican supermarket Nov. 18, the second day of a two-day effort by workers 
from Nebraska and Iowa selling mostly door to door in working-class areas of 
the city. They added 17 new Militant subscribers to the paper’s readership.

After selling Nov. 17, Militant campaigners attended a dinner and forum on 
“The Meaning of the U.S. Elections for the Working Class Around the World: 
Our Struggles Continue.” Jacob Perasso and Fredy Huinil from Omaha spoke 
for the Socialist Workers Party. 

Fredy Huinil invited the 20 people at the meeting to come to Omaha Dec. 1 
to campaign with the Militant and attend the first Militant Labor Forum in that 
city. (For more information, see the Militant Labor Forum listing on page 3.)

—Maggie Trowe

See distributors 
on page 7

Special offers
The Working Class and the 
Transformation of Learning 
by Jack Barnes
“Until society is reorganized so that education is a human activity 
from the time we are very young until the time we die, there will be 
no education worthy of working, creating humanity.”
$2 with a subscription to the Militant (usually $3)

Women in Cuba: The Making of a 
Revolution Within the Revolution  
by Vilma Espín, Asela de los Santos, 
Yolanda Ferrer
“About the millions of  working people—men and women, of 
all ages—who have made the socialist revolution, and how their 
actions transformed them as they fought to transform their world.” 
$10 with subscription (usually $20) 

Malcolm X, Black Liberation, 
and the Road to Workers Power 
by Jack Barnes

Why the “revolutionary conquest of state power by a politically 
class-conscious and organized vanguard of the working class—
millions strong—is necessary.”  
$10 with subscription (usually $20)   

The Cuban Five: Who They Are, 
Why They Were Framed, Why They 
Should Be Free 
Articles, interviews from the Militant
“We know that right is on our side, but to win we need a jury 
of millions throughout the world to make our truth known.”—
Gerardo Hernández
$3 with subscription (usually $5)

Party-Building Fund
Week 3 of 9

Area Quota Collected %

Des Moines $2,250 $1,028 46%

Seattle $8,500 $2,325 27%

Atlanta $8,600 $2,250 26%

Twin Cities $6,000 $1,480 25%

Chicago $9,500 $2,194 23%

San Francisco $13,500 $3,044 23%

Miami $3,000 $630 21%

Lincoln $250 $50 20%

New York $20,000 $3,376 17%

Los Angeles $8,500 $700 8%

Philadelphia $4,200 $300 7%

Washington $7,500 $470 6%

Boston $4,000 0%

Houston $3,500 0%

Omaha $600 0%

Other

Total $99,900 $17,847 18%

Should Be $100,000 $33,333 33%
* Raised goal

by Susan LaMont
Nearly $18,000 has been sent in 

through the third week of the fall 
Socialist Workers Party fund drive. The 
pace of contributions stepped up during 
the past week, but is not yet at the level 
needed to reach the national goal by the 
Dec. 23 deadline.

As part of making local goals, sup-
porters of the party are zeroing in on 
political opportunities to expand the 
number of first-time contributors. 

In Yakima, Wash., one of two work-
ers who have taken a local goal for the 
Militant subscription campaign—start-
ing with 10 and recently raised to 15—
contributed $20 to the fund. “He told me 
he was glad to help,” said SWP leader 
Mary Martin from Seattle.

Clay Dennison, director of the fund-
raising effort in Seattle, made an an-
nouncement at a Nov. 16 Militant Labor 
Forum that discussed the recent U.S. 
presidential elections. Ten people re-
sponded by making pledges or pay-
ments. Seattle has taken a goal of win-
ning five first-time contributors.

Militant sales teams from New 
York received $5 in contributions 
from several workers in Brooklyn and 
Poughkeepsie while going door to door 
Nov. 18. Two participants in a dem-
onstration in New York City against 
Israel’s bombing of Gaza that same af-
ternoon gave $5 each.

The SWP is a revolutionary working-

class party. It depends on regular contri-
butions from workers and young people 
who support its work.

Contributions can be sent to the SWP 
address nearest you (see page 7) or di-
rectly to the SWP National Office at 306 
W. 37th St., 10th floor, NY, NY 10018.

Susan LaMont is director of the 2012 
SWP Party-Building Fund.

goal of selling three subscriptions. He 
is one of 1,300 workers locked out by 
American Crystal Sugar since Aug. 1, 
2011.  

Bronson said he has been reading 
the weekly articles about expanding 
the reach of the paper and noticed there 
were new areas taking part in the cam-
paign. He has already been showing 
the paper around to other locked-out 
workers.

Longime reader Horace Kerr asked 
that Denver be added to the campaign 
chart with a goal of five subscriptions.  

We received our eighth “prison-
ers” subscription last week—a re-
newal from a reader behind bars in 
Pennsylvania that was mailed by his 
brother. (See box on Prisoners’ Fund 
on page 11.)  

Kevin Cole, a 57-year-old postal 
worker from Anaheim, Calif., has sold 
two subscriptions to coworkers, one of 
whom bought all four books on special 
with a subscription. (See ad on page 4.) 

Cole has sold the paper door to door 
on two recent occasions. “The door-to-
door sales of the paper strengthens my 
resolve. It makes me bolder and hones 
my skills talking to workers about poli-
tics,” Cole said.  

In September Cole started reading 
the Militant after buying a subscription 
at a Labor Day action in Wilmington, 
Calif.  

“I’m not that well versed in the sci-
ence of socialism, but I know that it is 
the only solution to capitalist dog-eat-
dog competition,” Cole said. “That’s 

where the Militant fits in for me.”  
Jesus Landeros, a 17-year-old high 

school student from Los Angeles has 
been selling the Militant regularly 
over the past six weeks. He urged 
other readers to circulate the paper in 
Lennox, a working-class area near the 
airport, resulting in 10 subscriptions 
being sold there. On two occasions 
friends of Landeros also joined the 
subscription effort.  

“I like the door to door best,” said 
Landeros. “A lot of people are going 
through many of the problems we are 
talking about and want to share their 
experiences.” 

“Oh, the Militant! I really like 
the Militant!” said Ash Khan, 17, a 
high school student at Murray Hill 
Academy in Manhattan when she saw 
the paper at a Nov. 16 protest against 
the assault on Gaza at the Israeli 
Consulate in New York. Khan had 
subscribed five weeks earlier when 
Militant readers knocked on her door 
in Upper Manhattan.  

At the protest she took several sub-
scription blanks to show to friends and 
introduced Militant distributor Brian 
Williams to a friend of hers who was 
at the demonstration. It turns out her 
friend had just subscribed at the action.  

“I just sold a subscription to a stu-
dent at Heritage University, which is 
on the Yakama Indian Reservation,” 
Robert Beal reported from Yakima, 
Wash.  

This new reader “is politically active 
locally. He asked for three subscription 
blanks for friends who he believes will 

be interested in the literature. 
“He also bought The Working Class 

and the Transformation of Learning: 
The Fraud of Education Reform 
Under Capitalism and Malcolm X, 
Black Liberation, and the Road to 
Workers Power” with his subscrip-
tion, two of the books on special, Beal 
added.  

“As a Militant reader going door to 
door in diverse working-class neigh-

borhoods in Yakima and other cities 
in eastern Washington, I see revolu-
tionary working-class literature dis-
tribution as sharing a basic message, 
seven generations old, of united po-
litical struggle, clarifying the present 
and being embraced most strongly by 
young students and by workers,” Beal 
concluded.  

Readers: if you haven’t yet, join the 
campaign!
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on the picket line

25, 50, and 75 years ago

 December 11, 1987
JAY, Maine—Unfazed by sub-freez-

ing weather, 3,000 striking paperwork-
ers and their supporters staged a militant 
march past International Paper Co.’s 
Androscoggin mill here November 21 
to show the unity of their strike against 
IP, now in its sixth month.

Hundreds of strikers—members 
of United Paperworkers International 
Union Local 14 and Firemen and Oilers 
Local 246—were joined by family 
members, community supporters, and 
unionists from around New England. 

UPIU Local 14 Present Bill Meserve 
described the paperworkers’ decision 
to strike when IP refused to back off 
from the concessions it demanded, in-
cluding an end to Sunday premium pay, 
elimination of Christmas as a shutdown 
holiday, and a plan to boost productiv-
ity. IP’s current stance is that the 1,000 
scabs who now work in the mill are 
permanent employees. 

December 3, 1962
Puerto Rican pro-independence 

pickets demonstrated Nov. 12 at Fort 
Brooke in San Juan, under heavy in-
timidation by police and U.S. military 
personnel. The demonstrators, carry-
ing Puerto Rican flags, a banner of the 
Federation of University Students for 
Independence, and placards, marched 
to the Antilles Command Headquarters 
Building. Among the slogans carried 
during the two-hour demonstration 
were, “We Are Peaceful People; Go 
Home Warlords,” “Latin American 
Goodwill Is Not Possible Without 
Independence of Puerto Rico,” and 
“We Protest Atomic Weapons in 
Puerto Rico.” 

The civilian cops were joined by 
over 100 combat-ready military police 
in an effort to intimidate the pickets. 
An army helicopter hovered over their 
heads, reportedly taking motion pic-
tures. 

December 4, 1937
MINNEAPOLIS—The atrocious 

murder of Pat Corcoran, Secretary-
Treasurer of the powerful Teamster’s 
Joint Council, has once again brought 
the turbulent labor movement of 
Minneapolis into the center of national 
attention. Once again the keenest in-
terest and concern of progressive labor 
circles from coast to coast have been 
aroused in this stormy outpost of labor 
in the Northwest, the pace-setter for 
the country. The forces of organized 
labor cried out with one voice for the 
apprehension of Corcoran’s assassins. 

The dark forces of reaction and their 
dubious agents and stooges couldn’t 
wait for the body of the martyr to be 
lowered into the grave before they 
began to sing in chorus—with a sus-
picious unanimity and enthusiasm, as 
though the song had been rehearsed—
for a police investigation of the trade 
union movement of Minneapolis. 

Hostess blames strike for 
decision to close, sell assets 

BIDDEFORD, Maine, Nov. 15—A 
countdown chant—“five, four, three, 
two, one”—followed by cheering is how 
more than 150 strikers and their sup-
porters here greeted the Hostess Brand 
bosses’ 5 p.m. deadline to return to work 
or face closure of the company’s opera-
tions nationwide. 

About 370 members of Bakery, 
Confectionery, Tobacco Workers and 
Grain Millers International Union Local 
334 went on strike here Nov. 9 after the 
company unilaterally imposed a conces-
sion contract amid bankruptcy proceed-
ings. The plant was one of 24 BCTGM-
organized Hostess bakeries and one 
transport facility where workers walked 
out on strike or in honor of picket lines. 

“We all survived before we came 
here, we will survive after we go,” 
Florida Jarry told the Militant on the 
picket line here. 

Hostess’ previous bankruptcy, which 
lasted from 2004 to 2009, led to the 
closure of 21 Hostess plants, voluntary 
union concessions and the elimination 
of thousands of jobs. 

“In 2004 we gave huge concessions. 
The company saved $110 million and 
the agreement was to invest it in new 
machinery,” Donald Woods, president 
of BCTGM Local 1, told the Militant at 
a picket line in Shiller Park, Ill. “They 
won’t stop here. It’s never enough.”

In July 2011, the company stopped 
making payments to the Hostess work-
ers’ pensions, but continued to deduct 
money from their wages—pocketing 
nearly $160 million. 

The company filed for bankruptcy 
in January. In September Hostess pre-
sented its “best and final offer” to the 
workers, some 7,500 represented by 
the Teamsters Union and 5,700 by the 
BCTGM. The Teamsters passed the 
concessions with 54 percent in favor, 
while BCTGM members rejected them 
by 92 percent. Hostess’ bosses went to 
the bankruptcy judge and got the cuts 
imposed on the bakery union’s mem-
bers, leading to the Nov. 9 strikes. 

The company-imposed contract im-
mediately cut wages by 8 percent, in-
creased the share of health care costs 
paid by the workers and eliminated 
overtime wages after an eight-hour day. 

“We deeply regret the necessity of to-
day’s decision [to close operations], but 
we do not have the financial resources to 
weather an extended nationwide strike,” 
Gregory Rayburn, chief executive of-
ficer said in a Nov. 16 company news 

release titled, “Hostess Brands to Wind 
Down Company After BCTGM Union 
Strike Cripples Operations.” 

“Hostess Brands will move promptly 
to lay off most of its 18,500-member 
workforce and focus on selling its assets 
to the highest bidders,” Rayburn said.

This involves the closure of the com-
pany’s 36 bakeries, 565 distribution cen-
ters, 5,500 delivery routes and 570 outlet 
stores throughout the United States. 

Hostess and the bakery workers 
union agreed Nov. 19 to a proposal from 
Bankruptcy Judge Robert Drain to me-
diate their dispute, putting plans to shut-
ter the company on hold. 

—Ted Leonard
Ilona Gersh from Illinois contributed

Calif. grocery strikers push back 
company attack on medical plan

GILROY, Calif.—After nine days on 
the picket line, some 7,000 workers at 
the northern California chains of Nob 
Hill and Raley’s supermarkets returned 
to work, having pushed back some of 
the bosses’ demands. 

The strike by members of the United 
Food and Commercial Workers began 
Nov. 4 when, after more than a year of 
failed negotiations, Raley’s announced 
it would impose its “last and final” of-
fer. The company wanted a wage freeze, 
an end to premium pay for Sundays and 
holidays, an end to medical coverage for 
retirees and a new medical plan. 

On Nov. 11, a week into the strike, 
company officials contacted the UFCW, 
saying they wanted to go back to the bar-
gaining table. Officials from the compa-
ny and union then agreed to a tentative 
contract, the terms of which will not be 
public until after union members have 
voted on it. 

Workers picketing at the Nob Hill 
store on the last day of the strike here 
told the Militant they thought the com-
pany was influenced by strikers’ suc-
cess in convincing many customers to 
shop elsewhere. 

“The company was hurting because 
the customers supported us,” said Angie 
Guzman. “The success was also from 
us being strong, walking out together.” 

“Many customers understand when 
you say we’re fighting for our medical 

plan and wages,” Jasmyn Areas told the 
Militant Nov. 6 at the picket line outside 
the Nob Hill supermarket in Alameda. 
“But it also hurts when some cross. Like 
when one told me I should be happy to 
even have a job.” 

Raley’s says it needs to cut costs be-
cause of competition from the many 
nonunion stores, including Walmart, 
Target and Whole Foods. 

In a union statement announcing the 
end of the strike, Local 5 President Ron 
Lind said that, along with keeping the 
medical plan and coverage for retirees, 
the tentative agreement “addresses the 
company’s competitive challenges.” 

In September the UFCW signed a 
concessionary contract with another big 
supermarket chain, Save Mart, and its 
Lucky subsidiary, which included pay 
cuts and a new health care premium. 
Workers from both Lucky and Safeway 
supermarkets were among those who 
turned out at a Nov. 7 rally of 700 in 
Alameda to support the strike. 

During the Raley’s strike, the UFCW 
announced a tentative agreement with 
the Safeway supermarket chain that 
workers will soon vote on. While all 
the terms of the contract are not public, 
the agreement includes maintaining the 
health plan that was at issue in the strike 
at Raley’s and Nob Hill. 

—Betsey Stone

Workers strike Bombardier over 
subcontracting, pension freeze

LA POCATIÈRE, Quebec—Rail 
car construction workers went on strike 
Nov. 1 against Bombardier here around 
subcontracting and pension demands. 

The 330 members of the Confederation 
of National Trade Unions have been 
without a contract since September 
2011. They voted Oct. 27 by 95 percent 
to walk out if negotiations didn’t move 
forward.

“The workers are very determined,” 
Mario Lévesque, local president, told 
the Militant. Workers maintain 24/7 
picket lines outside the plant. 

Based in Quebec, Bombardier is a 
major international corporation in rail 
and airplane manufacture. In 2009 it 
was granted a $1.2 billion contract to 
build new cars for Montreal’s subway 
system on promises to keep jobs in 
Quebec. “But the company refuses to 
respect this agreement,” Lévesque said. 
“In 2006 we had 1,000 at this plant, to-
day there are 330. Our pensions have 
been frozen since 2003.” 

“We are out against subcontracting. 
We want to keep our jobs,” Carole Dubé 
told the Militant on the picket line Nov. 
10.

Bombardier declares all its contracts 
will be fulfilled in full and on time.

—Annette Kouri 

Militant/Eric Simpson

Members of Bakery, Confectionery, Tobacco Workers and Grain Millers union Local 125 
on strike outside Colombo Bakery, a part of Hostess Brands, in Oakland, Calif., Nov. 17.

$24
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Tel Aviv assault on Gaza
Continued from front page

by seth galinsky
UNITED NATIONS—For the 

21st year in a row the United Nations 
General Assembly voted Nov. 13 to 
condemn the U.S. embargo of Cuba.

The U.N. resolution, titled 
“Necessity of Ending the Economic, 
Commercial and Financial Embargo 
Imposed by the United States Against 
Cuba,” passed with 188 votes in favor. 
Only the governments of Israel and 
Palau voted with Washington against 
the resolution. Marshall Islands and 
Micronesia abstained. 

In his speech before the vote Cuban 
Foreign Affairs Minister Bruno 
Rodríguez noted that under U.S. 
President Barack Obama the last four 
years have been “characterized by a 
persistent tightening of the economic, 
commercial and financial blockade” 
against Cuba. 

The embargo began in October 
1960, when the administration of 
President Dwight Eisenhower banned 
U.S. exports to Cuba, with the excep-
tion of some food and medicines, to 
punish the Cuban people for the 1959 
socialist revolution, which brought 
the working class to power and an end 

to U.S. domination. 
In February 1962 President John 

F. Kennedy made it a total embargo, 
banning imports from Cuba and the 
export to Cuba of products from oth-
er countries that have any U.S. com-
ponent. Every U.S. administration 
has maintained the embargo since 
then.  

The Obama administration has es-
pecially tightened the extraterritorial 
restrictions of the U.S. economic war 
against the revolution, forcing cor-
porations based in other countries to 
abide by the embargo. One way this is 
done is through fines imposed by the 
U.S. Treasury Department’s Office of 
Foreign Assets Control. 

In June this year, a $619 million fine 
was imposed on the Dutch bank ING 
for alleged violations of U.S. sanc-
tions against Cuba and other coun-
tries, the highest fine ever imposed on 
a foreign bank. 

So far the Obama administration 
has imposed fines totaling more than 
$2 billion, Rodríguez said, “double 
the amount during both terms of 
George W. Bush.” 

Rodríguez also gave examples of 

medicines and medical equipment 
that Washington prevented Cuba from 
purchasing, including Levosimendan, 
a medicine used to treat heart prob-
lems in small children, and Elspar, for 
treating leukemia. 

“While we note and welcome 
Cuba’s recent changes to allow great-
er self-employment and liberalize the 
real estate market, Cuba still has one 
of the most restrictive economic sys-
tems in the world,” complained U.S. 
Ambassador Ronald Godard, prior to 
the vote. He demanded that the Cuban 
government open “state monopolies 
to private competition,” fully empow-
er Cuban entrepreneurs, and adopt 
“the sound macro-economic policies 
that have contributed to the economic 
success of many of Cuba’s neighbor-
ing countries in Latin America.” 

“Nobody believes the U.S. govern-
ment is interested in the freedom of 
the Cuban people after it stained it 
during a half century, backing bloody 
dictatorships in Cuba and the whole 
region,” replied Rodríguez. “What it 
wants is a government in Cuba that is 
servile to U.S. interests and that is not 
going to happen.” 

Protests of Israeli bombing of Gaza held in NY

Militant/Dan Fein

NEW YORK—Some 300 people demonstrated outside the Israeli Consulate 
here Nov. 16 to protest Tel Aviv’s air assault on Gaza. The action was one of 
many over the last week around the world. Above, a similar protest in New 
York’s Times Square Nov. 18.

Participants, many of them young, expressed a range of views.
“I don’t support the rockets fired by Hamas,” rally participant Sarah Aly, 18, 

a student at Brooklyn College, told the Militant. “Killing civilians does not win 
support for your cause. I am not against Israelis. I am against the occupation.”  

“I see the similarities in the struggle of the Palestinian people, the Tibetans 
and in Chechnya,” said Tensin Choeying, 23, who is from Tibet and a student 
at LaGuardia Community College. “What Hamas is doing can be expected. It’s 
normal to fight back in war.”  

“Religion has nothing to do with it. All people need to fight for freedom,” 
said Ash Khan, 17.  

—brian williams

recent weeks targeting civilian areas in 
southern Israel.  

The Israeli assault began with an air-
strike that assassinated Hamas military 
commander Ahmed al-Jabari. 

As usual, the Israeli response was 
vastly disproportionate. Through Nov. 
18, Israeli forces from air and sea had 
carried out more than 1,000 strikes 
throughout Gaza, one of the most dense-
ly populated areas of the world. Targets 
initially were Hamas’ weapons storage 
facilities and rocket launching sites, but 
have been expanded to include govern-
ment buildings, a mosque in central 
Gaza, residences of Hamas leaders and 
infrastructure.

The Israeli military knocked out five 
electrical transformers, plunging more 
than 400,000 people into darkness, 
a spokesperson for the Gaza electric 
company told al-Jazeera. Phone service 
disruptions have prevented the Militant 
from contacting anyone in the area.  

“We are fully supportive of Israel’s 
right to defend itself,” President Barack 
Obama said Nov. 18 during his visit to 
Thailand, adding it is “preferable” that 
Tel Aviv not launch a ground invasion.

Missile strikes Nov. 18 on two 
buildings in Gaza City with offices of 
Palestinian and international media in-
jured at least six journalists. That same 
day an attack aimed at killing Hamas 
military commander Yihia Abayah flat-
tened the al-Dalu family house, killing 
at least 11 Palestinian civilians, reported 
the Financial Times. This includes five 

women and four children, Gaza health 
officials told the Associated Press.   

Tel Aviv has bombed many of the 
tunnels built between Egypt and Gaza 
through which arms for Hamas come 
into the country as well as food, fuel and 
other goods. The Israeli government 
halted supplies from entering Gaza 
from Israel days before its military op-
eration began.  

According to the Palestinian Center 
for Human Rights, 87 Palestinians had 
been killed by the Israeli military assault 
as of Nov. 19. Of these 58 are civilians, 
including 18 children and 12 women. 
Hundreds have been injured, mostly ci-
vilians, the center reports.   

Thousands of Israeli troops are now 
stationed at the border with Gaza. The 
Israeli cabinet Nov. 16 approved a call-
up of 75,000 reservists, poised for a pos-
sible ground invasion.  

In response to the Israeli offensive, 
Hamas fired more than 500 rockets and 
mortars into Israel Nov. 14-19, accord-
ing to the Israeli military, killing three 
civilians and wounding dozens. The 
three deaths occurred when a projectile 
slammed into an apartment building 
in the working-class neighborhood of 
Kiryat Malakhi, 15 miles north of Gaza.  

On Nov. 15, Hamas began launching 
longer-range M-75 rockets, capable of 
traveling 45 miles, that have reached the 
outskirts of Tel Aviv and Jerusalem for 
the first time.  

“Tel Aviv, which we hit, will be hit 
over and over until you stop your crimes 
against our civilians,” said Mosheer Al 
Masri, a leader of the Qassam Brigades, 
Hamas’ military wing, Nov. 19 outside 
the burial of the al-Dalu family killed 
in an Israeli airstrike, reported the 
New York Times. He threatened to cap-
ture and hold hostage Israeli soldiers if 
there’s a ground invasion, as Hamas did 
in 2006. 

While Hamas leaders have issued de-
fiant statements, most of its top leaders 
have gone into hiding. 

Much of Hamas’ missile launchings 
are conducted from working-class resi-
dential areas, with little if any warning 
or preparation for residents, who then 

bear the brunt of the Israeli response.  
Upon launching its offensive, the 

Israeli Defense Forces sent text mes-
sages to about 12,000 Gaza residents 
“warning them to stay away from 
Hamas operatives,” reported the  Times.  

“My family and I left al-Karama two 
days ago” where several military com-
pounds are located, Mohammed Abu 
Qassem told USA Today in Gaza City 
Nov. 16. “Although we were expecting a 
better situation in my brother’s area, we 
experienced the shattering sound of at 
least seven or eight massive explosions 
last night.”  

According to a Haaretz-Dialog poll 
Nov. 18, some 84 percent of Israeli citi-
zens support Tel Aviv’s current military 
operation, but only 30 percent support a 
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ground invasion. 
Several hundred people demonstrated 

in Tel Aviv Nov. 17 against “Operation 
Pillar of Defense,” reported the 
Jerusalem Post. A rally in Nazareth that 
evening drew 1,500 people, both Jewish 
and Arab, organizers told the Post.   

Israel occupied the Gaza Strip for 38 
years, after capturing the territory from 
Egypt in the 1967 Arab-Israeli war. It 
withdrew its forces in September 2005, 
but continues to control the airspace, 
borders and the coast. In 2008-2009 Tel 
Aviv carried out a three-week invasion 
of Gaza, killing 1,400 Palestinians.  

Representatives of Tel Aviv and 
Hamas are in Cairo where the Egyptian 
government is trying to broker a cease-
fire, Haaretz reported Nov 19. 
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Puerto Rico referendum: ‘Impossible to have free vote under colonialism’

by emma johnson
NEW YORK—Almost a month after 

Hurricane Sandy hit the East Coast it is 
clear that for many working people in 
the hardest hit areas, things are not re-
turning to “normal.” 

Far Rockaway, a working-class 
neighborhood with a large proportion of 
African-American and immigrant resi-
dents, was one of the city’s hardest hit 
areas. 

Blancarosa Escobar, 18, a high school 
student, told the Militant that her family 
lost everything in the basement and still 
doesn’t have electricity. “We lost our 
jobs, too. I worked at the supermarket 
in Breezy Point, mom is a house clean-
er and my father worked in the bagel 
store.”  

According to the Labor Department, 
the number of people who applied for 
unemployment compensation rose by 
78,000 the week after Sandy, largely due 
to increases in states hit by the storm. 

Across the street from Escobar’s 
house several houses had burnt down. 

by seth galinsky
“Puerto Ricans favor statehood for 

first time,” was the headline on CNN’s 
website reporting the results of a Nov. 
6 nonbinding referendum in Puerto 
Rico on the island’s colonial status. But 
a closer look shows that conclusion is 
false. 

The referendum was an initiative of 
Gov. Luis Fortuño and the pro-statehood 
New Progressive Party. In the gover-
nor’s race, which took place at the same 
time as the referendum, Fortuño lost 
his reelection bid to Alejandro García 
Padilla of the Popular Democratic Party, 
which opposes both statehood and inde-
pendence. 

Long-time Puerto Rican indepen-
dence fighter Rafael Cancel Miranda 
pointed out in a phone interview after 
the vote that it is impossible “to have a 
free vote of any kind under colonialism.”   

Puerto Rico has been a U.S. colony 
since 1898 when U.S. troops occupied 
the island, taking over control from the 
Spanish government. Those who de-
manded independence were repressed, 
including Pedro Albizu Campos, a 
central leader of the Puerto Rican 
Nationalist Party who spent years in 
U.S. prisons for his activities. In 1937 
at least 20 people were killed and 200 
wounded when cops under the orders of 
U.S. Gen. Blanton Winship opened fire 
on a Nationalist Party rally in the city of 
Ponce. 

Washington directly appointed the 
island’s rulers without any pretense of 
democracy until 1948, when the first 
elections for the island’s governor were 
held. Washington continues to assert its 
absolute power to impose U.S. law on 
the island, including carrying the death 
penalty, controlling trade and tariffs, 
regulating the airwaves, and maintain-
ing U.S. troops presence.  

In the first part of the referendum, 
voters were asked, “Do you agree that 
Puerto Rico should continue to have 
its present form of territorial status?” 
Regardless of how they voted on the first 
question, they then had a choice of three 
alternatives: statehood, independence, 
or “sovereign free associated state”—a 
modified form of the current colonial 
status. 

A number of groups urged a no vote on 
the first part of the referendum and leav-
ing the ballot blank on the second part. 
These included several pro-indepen-
dence groups, among them the National 

Hostosiano Independence Movement, 
as well as the Popular Democratic Party, 
and others who favor a modification of 
the current “free associated state.” The 
Puerto Rican Independence Party, on 
the other hand, promoted participation 
in both the first and second parts of the 
referendum.  

Some 1.7 million voted in the first part 
of the referendum, 54 percent against 
continuing the current status. There are 
2.4 million registered voters on the is-
land out of a voting population of about 
3 million.  

On the second section, 807,000 voted 
for statehood, 440,000 for the free as-
sociated state, and 73,000 for indepen-
dence. More than 470,000 voters left the 
second part blank.  

Statehood “win” is a farce
“After all the years of repression 

and massacres, it’s a miracle that so 
many voted for independence,” Cancel 
Miranda said. “And when you add up all 

“It’s kind of hard. My school was dam-
aged, so we’re bused a few towns away. 
I’m not complaining, we’re getting some 
help, but we can’t live a normal life,” she 
said. 

Chris Newman, a student in New 
Paltz, told the Militant that his family’s 
house in Breezy Point, further out in 
the Rockaways, was flooded the night 
Sandy came ashore. His parents now 
live with his aunt in Brooklyn. “They 
don’t know when they’ll be able to move 
back. To get in we have to prove we’re 
residents, we have to show IDs.” 

City officials confirmed Nov. 18 that 
200 homes will be demolished in the 
worst hit areas of Brooklyn, Queens 
and Staten Island. The Department of 
Buildings has so far ruled 891 homes 
unsafe to enter. 

On an ordinary night more than 
50,000 homeless people are quartered 
in the city’s municipal shelter system, 
among them 20,000 children. City Hall 
estimates that 40,000 additional people 
will now need to be relocated.

Thousands of people still have no 
heat as temperatures at night fall below 
40 degrees. The slow response from the 
city government, utility companies and 
housing agencies have sparked several 
protests. 

Residents in the Knickerbocker 
Village on Manhattan’s Lower East Side 
held a rally Nov. 10 demanding genera-
tors and heaters. They threatened a rent 
strike if they didn’t get a break in pay-

ments. The housing complex is owned 
by AREA Property Partners and home 
to more than 1,600 people. 

Three days later building manage-
ment conceded to a rent refund. Two of 
three boilers in the basement were fixed 
and all but 50 apartments had their elec-
tricity restored.  

Ruth Robinett and Lea Sherman con-
tributed to this article.

DNAinfo/Serena Solomon

Tenants in Knickerbocker Village, Manhattan, demand heaters, generators, rent break Nov. 10.
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the votes for the options and the blank 
ballots, those who voted for sovereignty 
are many more than those who voted for 
statehood. It’s farcical to say that state-
hood won.”

Cancel Miranda pointed out that 
300,000 people who did not vote 
in the previous election and did not 
“reactivate” their registration were 
denied the right to have their votes 
counted this year. In another example 
of the U.S. domination of the island, 
the ruling on their voting rights “was 
decided in the U.S. courts in Boston, 
not by the local courts in Puerto 
Rico,” he noted. 

Regardless of the vote totals, Cancel 
Miranda said, “Independence and free-
dom are not questions of adding up 
votes. Anyway, the Yankee government 
won’t pay it any attention. U.S. imperi-
alism only accepts votes that favor their 
interests.”

And the imperialists are perfectly 
happy with the current colonial set-up.  
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Fernando González: ‘Angola was milestone in my life’
Cuban revolutionary jailed in US recalls participation in internationalist mission
BY MARY-ALICE WATERs 
AND MARTÍN KOPPEL

“The two years I was in Angola, from 
1987 to 1989, were a milestone in my 
life,” wrote Fernando González. “They 
were of enormous importance for my 
development as a revolutionary and as a 
human being.” 

This is how Fernando González Llort 
summarized what it meant for him to 
have been part of the massive effort by 
the men and women of Cuba to help 
that African country defend its indepen­
dence and sovereignty, newly won from 
Portugal, against South Africa’s apart­
heid regime.

González wrote from his prison cell 
in Terre Haute, Ind., in response to ques­
tions the Militant had asked him about 
his experiences as an internationalist 
combatant in Angola. 

Between 1975 and 1991, more than 
375,000 Cubans volunteered to fight 
alongside Angolans against repeated in­
vasions by what was then still the white 
supremacist regime in South Africa and 
its allied counterrevolutionary forces. 
Nearly 50,000 more Cubans offered 
their services as teachers, medical per­
sonnel, engineers and other sorely need­
ed skills during those years. 

The apartheid regime’s military 
forces were finally dealt a decisive de­
feat in 1988 at the great battle of Cuito 
Cuanavale. That victory also assured 
the end of South Africa’s colonial domi­
nation of Namibia and accelerated the 
massive popular mobilizations inside 
South Africa that soon shattered the 
apartheid regime itself. 

South African leader Nelson Mandela 
eloquently described these historic con­
tributions by the men and women of 
Cuba during a 1991 visit to that country 
to thank them for their unprecedented 
aid. “The Cuban internationalists have 
made a contribution to African inde­

pendence, freedom, and 
justice, unparalleled for 
its principled and selfless 
character,” Mandela told a 
crowd of tens of thousands 
in Matanzas on July 26 
that year. “For the Cuban 
people internationalism 
is not merely a word but 
something that we have 
seen practiced to the ben­
efit of large sections of hu­
mankind.”1

Fernando González—
along with Gerardo 
Hernández, René Gonzá­
lez, Ramón Labañino and 
Antonio Guerrero—is one 
of the five Cuban revo­
lutionaries who in 1998 
were arrested by the U.S. 
government, framed up on 
espionage conspiracy and 
other charges, and rail­
roaded to prison with sen­
tences of up to double life 
plus 15 years. Fernando González, who 
received the second most “lenient” sen­
tence, was given 19 years, later reduced 
to 17 years and nine months. Currently 
at the federal prison at Safford, Ariz., he 
has now spent more than 14 years be­
hind bars. 

In 1998 the five had been living and 
working in South Florida for some time, 
gathering information for the Cuban 
government on the operations of U.S.-
based Cuban counterrevolutionary 
groups. With Washington’s knowledge 
and backing, these outfits have a long 
history of carrying out deadly opera­
tions against supporters of the Cuban 

Revolution—inside Cuba as well as the 
U.S. and elsewhere.

Three of the Cuban Five, as they are 
known around the world, were volunteer 
combatants in Angola. René González 
was a gunner in a tank battalion in 
1977-79, and Gerardo Hernández led 
a Cuban-Angolan scouting platoon in 
1989-90. Both served in the northern 
province of Cabinda. Their stories are 
told in The Cuban Five: Who They Are, 
Why They Were Framed, and Why They 
Should Be Free. 

Fernando González was stationed in 
southern Angola during the final stage 
of the protracted war against the U.S.-
backed South African invaders.

‘We left for Angola enthusiastically’
In the summer of 1987 González 

graduated with honors from Cuba’s 
Higher Institute of International 
Relations (ISRI), which trains students 
for diplomatic service abroad. 

“Part of the curriculum,” he wrote, 
“was military training, including prac­
tical work in reconnaissance. I gradu­
ated with an academic degree and the 
rank of lieutenant in the reserves of the 
Revolutionary Armed Forces (FAR).” 
He was also an active member of the 
Union of Young Communists (UJC). 

“Soon after finishing school almost 
our entire graduating class was called 
for active duty in the FAR. We all vol­
unteered for internationalist missions in 
Angola and left enthusiastically. 

“Cuban military collaboration in 
Angola, which had begun 12 years earli­
er, was by then legendary for its heroism 
and selfless internationalism,” González 
continued. “It was hard to find a Cuban 
who didn’t know someone who had car­
ried out a mission and talked of the ex­
periences they’d lived through there. It 
was an honor for a young revolutionary 
to go to Angola and to be part of that 
effort. 

“A few members of my graduating 
class who, for health reasons, weren’t 
allowed to join the group of us going 
to Angola appealed the decisions of 
the medical commission and fought to 
be accepted. They moved heaven and 
earth, and eventually were allowed to 
join. 

“It’s an example of the importance we 
gave to being part of the experience in 
Angola and the enthusiasm with which 
we welcomed the opportunity.” 

Battle of Cuito Cuanavale
Once in Angola, González wrote, “I 

spent the first six months in a unit sta­
tioned in the city of Lubango, in the 
south. There we received training in re­
connaissance before we were assigned 
to different units. We were a relatively 
small group of about 35, so all knew 
each other by name. 

Cuban and Angolan soldiers on captured South African tank, March 23, 1988, at Cuito Cuanavale, southern Angola, 
where invading forces of white supremacist regime were dealt decisive defeat. Fernando González was stationed 
in south at that time. More than 375,000 Cuban volunteers fought South African invasions between 1975 and 1991.
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“In Angola I learned more 
than I did from all the 
books I studied or could 
have studied.”

“During the time we were in 
Lubango, we read the intelligence re­
ports about the events taking place in 
Cuito Cuanavale,” he said. 

Toward the end of 1987, the apartheid 
regime’s forces launched a new 
invasion of Angola, backed by its 
allies, the Angolan counterrevo­
lutionary group UNITA, based 
among the Ovimbundu people in 
the south. The invasion rapidly 
created a critical situation. Enemy 
forces encircled the town of Cuito 
Cuanavale in the southeast and 
threatened to inflict a major defeat 
on the Angolan army, the People’s 
Armed Forces for the Liberation 
of Angola (FAPLA). Cuba’s revo­
lutionary leadership responded to 
appeals from the Angolan gov­
ernment by massively reinforcing 
its Angolan mission. “We even 
ran the risk of weakening our own 
defenses,” Cuban President Fidel 
Castro noted in 1991, “and we did 
so.” 

For the first time since the war 
began, Cuban troops swept south 
toward the Angola-Namibia bor­
der in a powerful flanking op­
eration while simultaneously 
fighting their way toward Cuito 
Cuanavale (see map on this page). 

By March 1988 the combined 
forces of Cuban volunteers, 
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FAPLA troops, and Namibian libera­
tion fighters had dealt the South African 
army a resounding defeat. The apart­
heid forces began retreating and sued 
for peace. A series of tripartite negoti­
ating sessions, involving Angola, South 
Africa and Cuba, led to a December 
1988 agreement, signed at the United 
Nations in New York. The South African 
government withdrew completely from 
Angola and ceded independence to 
Namibia. With Angola’s independence 
assured, Cuban forces withdrew. The 
final units returned to Cuba between 
January and May 1991. 

“Around the fourth month of train­
ing,” González recounted, “officers 
from general headquarters visited our 
unit and met with all the officers and 
soldiers there to explain in detail the 
decision of the FAR high command and 
the leadership of the revolution that our 
troops would advance toward the border 
with Namibia. 

“We understood the strategic im­
portance of moving our units to the 
south of Angola, and the decision the 
Commander in Chief [Fidel Castro] had 
made to send to Angola units with great 
combat experience, such as the 50th 

and other towns to occupy positions just 
a few kilometers from the border with 
Namibia.” 

Near the Namibian border
“When our training was over,” 

González said, “a group of us were sent 
to ATS headquarters in Cahama, where 
we were assigned by the Intelligence 
Section to different locations. Most of 
our group went on the next day to find 
their designated units. I remained in 
Cahama, in the Intelligence Section, 
where I served as an officer of the com­

take command of a group of soldiers 
and go to the area where the attack 
took place to determine the needs of 
our comrades there.” 

Returning to Lubango, González 
said, “I joined the general staff of the 
ATS and participated as a translator in 
one of the meetings related to the tripar­
tite negotiations between Angola, Cuba 
and South Africa.” 

Writing about this assignment, 
González commented, “I had studied 
English at ISRI. They put a lot of empha­
sis on languages there. But we were nev­
er trained as translators. Furthermore, 
the focus, at least back then, was not on 
communication so much as reading and 
expressing oneself verbally or in writ­
ing. 

“I didn’t participate as a translator be­
cause I was qualified to do it. It was a 
matter of necessity. In fact, after almost 
two years in Angola without practicing 
a language that I had learned only in 
school, my English was very rusty.” 

‘Experience I draw on in prison’
Looking back on his experience in 

Angola, González said, “I learned a lot 
from the Cubans and Angolans around 
me. I learned from their spirit of cama­
raderie and solidarity under difficult 
conditions. From the modesty of so 
many. From the collective, team effort 
that prevailed despite cultural differ­
ences between the Cuban 
and Angolan combatants, 
and from the richness those 
very differences brought us. 
We learned from each other. 
Everyone felt a sense of re­
sponsibility. 

“At the time I was 24-25 
years old. The majority of the 
Cuban soldiers were younger, 
and many of the Angolans 
I met were only 16 or 17. 
During those two years I saw 
many Cubans who arrived in 
Angola as recruits with the 
physical and psychological 
traits of adolescents, and who 
transformed themselves into 
young men steeled by disci­
pline and responsibility, with 
the capacity to confront dif­
ficulties, and with revolution­
ary consciousness. 

“I myself was no stranger 
to this process of maturing 
under the impact of these 
conditions. I had barely grad­
uated from the university. In 
Angola I learned—from both 
Angolans and Cubans—that 
no matter how much training 

you may have received, certain things 
are more important for a revolutionary: 
the development of character, sensitivity 
as a human being, a spirit of solidarity. 

“I learned more by seeing with my 
own eyes the effects of colonialism, and 
its consequences for a people—in this 
case the Angolan people—than I did 
from all the books I had studied or could 
have studied. 

“I saw the fighting spirit of that people 
and their determination to overcome the 
past, their efforts to repel foreign ag­
gression and defeat the foreign-backed 
counterrevolutionaries. 

“That was a lesson I always draw on. 
Including here, withstanding conditions 
of prolonged imprisonment. 

“Although I did not take part directly 
in combat I had the good fortune and 
feel proud to have been a member of 
the Southern Troop Grouping, espe­
cially during the decisive moments for 
the Cuban mission that led to the final 
victory.” 

While in Angola, González was 
taken into membership in the Cuban 
Communist Party. He was also awarded 
two medals for his service. After his 
return to Cuba, González was released 
from active duty and began graduate 
studies in international relations at ISRI. 

A few years later he began a new in­
ternationalist mission. This time in the 
United States.

Drawing on experiences in Angola, González says, has 
helped him “withstand conditions of prolonged imprison-
ment.” Above, González at U.S. prison in Terre Haute, Ind. 
He is currently locked up at federal prison in Safford, Ariz.

Right, Fernando González in Angola. Left, González (center, seated) and other 
Cuban soldiers in Angola, during moment of rest between military operations. 
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“No matter how much training you receive, certain things are 
more important to a revolutionary: development of character, 
sensitivity as a human being, a spirit of solidarity.”

“Baraguá” Division. Even with our lim­
ited knowledge of military questions, 
we saw the decisive character of this 
historic moment. 

“At that time,” González continued, 
“the southernmost line of Cuban troops 
was along an axis that went from the port 
of Namibe in the west, passed through 
Lubango, and ended at Menongue in the 
east. Cuito Cuanavale was a ways past 
Menongue.  

“As we had not finished our train­
ing, we remained in the rearguard of 
the Cuban forces, in Lubango, when the 
Southern Troop Grouping (ATS) moved 
south and headed for Cahama, Tchipa, 

mand post for three or four months. My 
responsibilities were 24-hour shifts to 
process all the information sent by units 
in the field about reconnaissance carried 
out in their area, and to prepare a daily 
report about these activities, which was 
supplemented by the results of intelli­
gence received by radio and electronic 
means.” 

After the defeat of the apartheid 
forces at Cuito Cuanavale and the 
agreement to begin to withdraw 
Cuban troops, ATS headquarters was 
moved back to Lubango. González 
was transferred there and remained in 
Lubango for the rest of his mission in 
Angola. 

“The leadership of the Intelligence 
Section assigned me to the Lubango 
Operations Group, where I served as 
liaison with FAPLA headquarters,” he 
said. “My responsibility was to coordi­
nate the exchange of information about 
the results of reconnaissance. Each day I 
would take the information obtained by 
our reconnaissance in southern Angola 
to the FAPLA headquarters. There, in 
the Intelligence section at their head­
quarters, this information was plotted 
on the map and we checked our infor­
mation against each other’s. 

“I prepared daily reports for the ATS 
Intelligence Section in Cahama and re­
ports for the commander of the Lubango 
Operations Group on enemy deploy­
ment. I also served as an intelligence ad­
visor for the 31st Tactical Group, based 
on the outskirts of Lubango.” 

While he was serving in Lubango, 
González recounted, “UNITA forc­
es detonated a bomb on the rail line 
connecting Namibe with Lubango. 
A firefight was also reported at one 
of our posts. We had troop detach­
ments guarding the railroad at various 
points along the way. I was ordered to 
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BY JOHN HAWKINS
NORTH CHICAGO, Ill.—More than 

100 people joined a march and motor-
cade here Nov. 10, marking the first an-
niversary of the death of Darrin Hanna, 
45, at the hands of local cops. 

Hanna, an African-American, was 
brutally beaten by six police officers 
Nov. 6, 2011, and repeatedly shocked 
with a Taser during a 20-minute arrest 
for allegedly attacking his pregnant girl-
friend. He died a week later. 

Sponsored by a number of organiza-
tions, including Operation PUSH and 
the Far-South Suburban branch of the 
NAACP, the demonstration received a 
warm response from onlookers. Some 
residents joined the march as it made 
its way from the site where Hanna was 
beaten to City Hall. Some carried hand-
lettered signs reading, “Prosecute killer 
cops,” “Get killer cops off the streets,” 
and “Fight police brutality.” 

“My son was beaten beyond recogni-
tion. There were seven men involved, 

not one. We cannot stop now,” Gloria 
Carr, Hanna’s mother, said at the rally. 

Opening the rally at City Hall, Illinois 
state Representative Rita Mayfield, 
a cousin of Hanna, thanked North 
Chicago Mayor Leon Rockingham, 
who also spoke at the rally, for granting 
a permit for the action. 

“Only one of the seven officers who 
were there was fired. Not one of the 
other six intervened to stop it. That’s de-
praved indifference,” Mayfield said. 

Family members of other police bru-
tality victims were among the speakers. 
They included Wayne Watts, the uncle 
of Stephon Watts, a 15-year-old autistic 
youth killed by Calumet City cops in 
February; Margaret Rollins, mother of 
17-year-old Jeffrey Lewis, gunned down 
by Waukegan cops in August 2008; and 
Rosalind Morgan, the wife of Howard 
Morgan, shot 28 times by Chicago cops 
in 2005. 

Other speakers included Bishop 
Tavis Grant, Operation PUSH national 

Thousands of Papuans rally for rights in Indonesia 
BY LINDA HARRIS

SYDNEY—Demonstrations in sup-
port of Papuan national rights took 
place Oct. 23 in West Papua and Papua, 
Indonesia’s easternmost provinces. 

Protests were held in Jayapura, pro-
vincial capital of Papua, nearby Sentani 
and also Wamena, the largest town 
in the Papua highlands. Several hun-
dred Papuans also joined an action in 
Manado, the capital of North Sulawesi. 
Indonesian police opened fire on a rally 
in Manokwari, capital of West Papua, 
injuring five protesters.

Some 300 had joined the Manokwari 
rally, sponsored by the West Papua 
National Committee (KNPB), and 
attempted to march from the State 
University of Papua when police and the 
Indonesian military blocked their path. 
Eleven people were arrested.

The Jakarta Globe reported that po-
lice attempted to shut the rally down 
because the organizers didn’t have the 
proper permit. 

“Any kind of rally linked to human 
rights violations in Papua could never 
get a permit from the police,” activist 
Markus Haluk told the Globe.  

Formerly a Dutch colony like 
Indonesia, Papua was occupied by the 
Indonesian military in 1963 and for-
mally incorporated into the country in 

1969. The territory, with a population of 
more than 3.6 million, is currently ad-
ministered as two provinces—Papua 
and West Papua. 

Papuan struggles center around dis-
possession, marginalization and gov-
ernment repression. Last October the 
Papuan People’s Congress in Jayapura 
drew some 5,000 participants from 
more than 200 tribes.

Indonesian government forces broke 
up the congress and arrested hundreds 
of delegates after participants raised the 
banned Morning Star flag and issued a 
declaration in support of independence. 
Five of the Papuan leaders were con-
victed of treason and sentenced to three 
years in prison.

“Prison conditions are very bad,” Sam 
Awom from National Papua Solidarity 
told the Militant in a Sept. 28 interview 
in Jakarta.  “Friends and family are not 
permitted to visit. Most political prison-
ers are in very bad health.” 

The People’s Congress took place as 
thousands of miners, both Indonesian 
and Papuan, were on strike at the 
Freeport gold and copper mine in 
Indonesian Papua. Papuan tribes in the 
area supported the strike and raised their 
own demands over land rights and dis-
tribution of the mine’s profits.

The day following the congress, six 

participants were found dead behind a 
nearby military post. A report pointing 
to evidence that an Indonesian counter-
terrorism unit, known as Detachment 
88, is operating in Papua and has been 
involved in targeting and killing inde-
pendence leaders was aired on ABC’s 
“7.30 Report” Aug. 27. 

Between May and August this year 
five KNPB activists, including the 
group’s leader Mako Tabuni, were killed 
by government forces, Witnesses say 
that Detachment 88 was responsible.

ABC radio reported Nov. 6 that Paul 
Horis, another leader of the KNPB, was 
killed. 

In a Sept. 28 interview at the office 
of the Commission for the Disappeared 
and Victims of Violence (KontraS) 
in Jakarta, Sinung Karto, head of the 
Division, Advocacy and Human Rights 
at KontraS,  told the Militant,  “We in-
vestigate cases of forced disappearance 
of human rights activists and protest 
military oppression in West Papua.” 

“People have paid more attention 
[to the struggle in West Papua] since 
the three-month Freeport strike,” Feri 
Kusuma, chair of Network for Law in 
Central West Papua, said. 

“There was more attention from the 
unions here. It makes organizing [soli-
darity] easier,” she added. 

field director; Hanna family attorney 
Kevin O’Connor; Lake County Coroner 
Thomas Rudd; and attorney Stephen 
Potts. Potts filed a suit in federal court 
Nov. 5 against North Chicago police on 
behalf of Clarice Stingley for abuse of 
her 11-year-old son, Keywan Little. 

“Mayor Rockingham and Chief 
[James] Jackson appear to be trying to 

do something about police brutality,” 
Ralph Peterson, Hanna’s cousin and a 
principal organizer of the action, told 
participants. “But there’s a virus in the 
North Chicago Police Department and 
we’ve got to get rid of it. At the very 
least those cops who were involved in 
Darrin’s death should not work there 
anymore.” 

FBI and ‘Petraeus scandal’: right to privacy key issue for workers 
by Louis Martin

The right to privacy against cop spy-
ing is one of the central issues posed for 
working people by the ongoing scandal 
surrounding the recent resignation of 
former Gen. David Petraeus as head of 
the CIA, and in the Pentagon’s inves-
tigation of “inappropriate emails” by 
Gen. John Allen, head of the U.S. and 
NATO troops in Afghanistan. 

framing-up and victimizing working-
class militants and others whom they 
deem threat to the interests of the capi-
talist rulers. 

According to media reports, the 
FBI initiated an investigation after Jill 
Kelley, an acquaintance of both Petraeus 
and Allen, complained in June she had 
received threatening emails ultimately 
traced to Broadwell. While prying into 
Broadwell’s communications, federal 
cops discovered her affair with Petraeus. 

But as snoops were also poking into 
Kelley’s emails, they found she had re-
ceived thousands of communications 
from Allen. The Pentagon announced 
Nov. 13 that Allen was under investiga-
tion and his nomination to be the next 
commander of U.S. European Com

mand and the commander of NATO 
forces in Europe was put on hold. 

The events have prompted a spurt of 
media attention on the accelerated ex-
pansion of government spying on elec-
tronic communications. This is of direct 
interest to the working class.

“Authorized snooping has quietly 
but rapidly reached an unprecedented 
level in the United States,” wrote Joseph 
Menn Nov. 17 in a Reuters dispatch. The 
FBI “can gather technical information 
about private citizens’ email accounts 
with only a subpoena,” which “do not 
require a judge’s approval.”  

“The government has search and sub-
poena powers that can be used to get any 
and all information, whether it is stored 
on your computer or, as is more likely 

Militant/Laura Anderson

Protesters march in North Chicago Nov. 10 demanding end to killings and brutality by police. 
With bullhorn is Mark Clements, who had been tortured by cops and imprisoned for 28 years.

Commentary
On Nov. 9, CIA Director Petraeus 

abruptly announced he was resigning 
after the FBI found he had an extramari-
tal affair with Paula Broadwell, his bi-
ographer. 

The media jumped on the story like 
piranhas on a piece of meat, taking part 
in the scurry to dig up details about 
the private lives of the generals. This 
worthless drivel, of no direct interest to 
the working class, is of a piece with the 
deepening factionalism, demagogy and 
degradation of political discourse that 
characterizes bourgeois politics in the 
U.S. today—between and within their 
two parties, in their armed forces and 
among their “intelligence community.”

If the FBI has no problem spying on 
Washington’s highest-ranking military 
and intelligence officials, much less 
so do they blink at spying, disrupting, 
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these days, stored in the cloud,” i.e. 
Internet providers’ computers, Nicole 
Perlroth wrote Nov. 16 in the New York 
Times. 

Under the 1986 Electronic 
Communications Privacy Act, not even 
a rubber-stamped warrant is required for 
emails six months old or older. “Even if 
e-mails are more recent, the federal gov-
ernment needs a search warrant only for 
‘unopened’ e-mail,” Perlroth reported. 
“The rest requires only a subpoena.” 

Internet provider Google reported 
Nov. 13 it received requests by U.S. 
government agencies for data on more 
than 16,000 accounts in the first half 
of the year, up from 12,000 in the prior 
half-year. It complied with 90 percent of 
them. 
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Editorial Ireland: abortion rights

S. African farmworkers strike ‘not over’
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‘Militant’ Prisoners’ Fund
The Prisoners’ Fund makes it possible to send prisoners re-
duced rate subscriptions. To donate, send a check or mon-
ey order payable to the Militant and earmarked “Prisoners’ 
Fund” to 306 W. 37th St., 10th Floor, New York, NY 10018. 

refused her several requests for an abortion and told 
them Ireland “was a Catholic country,” BBC reported. 
When asked if he thought his wife would still be alive 
if she had been given an abortion, Halappanavar told 
BBC, “Of course, no doubt about it.” 

“The doctors’ concern should not be the religion of 
the country, but the safety of their patients. If a wom-
an’s life is threatened it should be the woman’s choice,” 
Kayleigh Spier, 24, told the Militant at the demonstra-
tion. 

Protesters here marched behind a banner that read, 
“Never Again” and chanted “legislate now!” Placards 
included, “This Does Not Happen in a Civilised 
Country,” and “Dáil Dithers, Women Die,” referring 
to Dáil Éireann, the lower house of the Irish parlia-
ment. 

“A new law is the least that needs to be done—it can 
be a stepping stone to widening access to abortion,” 
said Roisin Mooney, 20, an art student who helped 
make banners and came with others from the National 
College of Art and Design. 

“The government does not need to hold a referen-
dum,” Mooney said. Prime Minister “Enda Kenny can 
sign a law tomorrow implementing the previous deci-
sion that abortion can take place if a woman’s life is 
threatened.”

Abortion in Ireland is illegal except in cases where 
doctors assess there is a threat to the woman’s life. At 
the same time, doctors face possible imprisonment 
for performing an abortion if their decision to do so is 
found to conflict with Ireland’s constitutional protec-
tion of “the life of the unborn.” Consequently, many 
women travel to the U.K. for an abortion. 

It is illegal for Irish doctors to advocate an abortion 
or make an appointment for a woman to have an abor-
tion abroad. 

“Tonight’s rally is another step in a long struggle 
to protect women’s lives and their choices,” Sinéad 
Ahern from the Irish Choice Network told demon-
strators. “Twenty years have passed since the X case 
and nothing has been done,” he said, referring to an 
attempt in 1992 to prevent a pregnant 14-year-old from 
traveling to the U.K. to have an abortion. The Supreme 
Court eventually overturned a High Court decision to 
stop the woman, who had been raped. Successive gov-
ernments have refused to legislate on the basis of that 
ruling, leaving decisions in the hands of individual 
doctors. 

“We only know about Halappanavar’s death, be-
cause her husband went to the press. How many other 
cases like this have there been?” Ahern said. 

“Halappanavar should not have died but it is not 
necessary to change the law—pro-choice forces are 
just using this to push their own views,” said Marina 
Vazhun, an assistant accountant originally from 
Belarus who was watching the march as it made its 
way down O’Connell Street. 

“Halappanavar should not have had to die for the law 
to be changed, and it should be,” Ashling Donahue, a 
19-year-old shop worker, who was also watching the 
action, told the Militant. “I support abortion in some 
cases—if a woman’s life is threatened, if she has been 
raped or is too young to raise a child.” 

Doing nothing on this issue “is not an option,” 
Eamon Gilmore, minister for foreign affairs and trade, 
told reporters Nov. 16, after talks with the Indian am-
bassador, according to the Irish Times. 

A Nov. 18 article in the Sunday Independent pre-
dicted there would be a majority in the Dáil to legalize 
the 1992 Supreme Court ruling on the X case, even if 
such legislation didn’t include a clause ruling out abor-
tion on demand. 

“There has been a change in attitudes over genera-
tions on this question,” Mooney told the Militant at the 
march. “My mother is religious and she is pro-choice 
and she would not have got that from her background 
growing up in a rural area.”

Pamela Holmes and Hugo Wils contributed to this 
article.

as much as 63.9 percent. But the minimum wage 
went up only 5 rand. 

After the strike began Nov. 5, farm owners of-
fered to raise the minimum wage to 80 rand, claim-
ing any more would force them out of business. 

“The wages are far too little. The prices of milk, 
of mealie meal, of sugar are going up,” Banga 
Behane, a pseudonym for a Zimbabwean immi-
grant who asked that his real name not be used for 
fear of reprisals, said in a phone interview Nov. 18. 
“This farm grows lemons, oranges and persim-
mons for export. The farmers drive the latest mod-
el cars, expensive cars. Look at the type of houses 
they live in. They can afford to pay.”

Behane, a supervisor at a farm in De Doorns, 
earns 70 rand a day. Behane said he joined the 
strike because “if you cannot help the people you 
work with, you must join them.”

Estimates on the number of farmworkers in the 
Western Cape range from 120,000 to 200,000. 
While most are South African natives, there are 
also thousands of immigrants from Zimbabwe and 
Lesotho. The heart of the strike has been in the 
grape vineyards, but the province is also a major 
producer of peaches, citrus and wheat. 

“One of the biggest challenges the workers face 
is labor brokering,” Mercia Andrews, a spokesper-
son for Mawubuye, a group that works with small 
farmers and farmworkers, told the Militant. “The 
brokers bring in workers who don’t get housing and 
probably earn 50 or 60 rand a day because the la-
bor broker takes his cut. They live in the informal 
settlements.” 

“The worker who lives on the farm is dependent 
on the farmer for housing and for transport into 
town to buy food as there’s no public transport in 
many rural areas,” Andrews said. “They buy food 
from the farmer’s small shop. The farmer some-
times deducts all this from the workers’ pay.”

“The farmers try to exploit the situation of many 
of the foreign-born workers,” said Anthony Muteti, 
a community organizer with People Against 
Suffering, Oppression and Poverty, a group that 
works with immigrant workers. “They try to get 
them to accept any kind of work at any kind of 
wages. By paying different wages they try to di-
vide the farmworkers by nationality.” 

After the strike started a coalition of unions, 
farmworker committees, and nongovernmental 
organizations joined together to support the work-
ers’ demands. The coalition includes the Congress 
of South African Trade Unions, which is allied 
with the African National Congress government; 
the Commercial, Stevedoring, Agricultural and 

Allied Workers’ Union, which is allied with the 
Democratic Left Front, an opposition coalition; 
Women on Farms Project; Mawubuye and other 
organizations. 

About a week into the strike, COSATU and 
some coalition members called for a suspension of 
the walkout for two weeks while the government 
reviews the minimum wage. Mawubuye and other 
coalition members opposed the suspension. 

“Very few workers are in the unions. Of all these 
workers that we managed to address as part of 
getting them to understand the need to go back to 
work, some have gone back but the majority have 
rejected the plea,” Katishi Masemola, general sec-
retary of the Food and Allied Workers Union, a 
COSATU-member union, told the Militant. He also 
noted the impact of strikes by 100,000 mine work-
ers across the country that peaked in October. 

“Let me say that the spark that gave rise to the 
widespread strikes in the mining sector found its 
expression in De Doorns and then spread like wild-
fire throughout the Western Cape,” Masemola said.

The strike is a “wake-up call,” he stated. “De 
Doorns, where this strike started, is the same farm-
ing town where four years ago there were xeno-
phobic attacks by local South Africans on foreign 
nationals, accusing them of working cheap or tak-
ing jobs that undercut wages. Now local as well as 
foreign workers from Zimbabwe and Lesotho have 
joined forces and united and sustained this strike 
action.”

“Never before has there been a strike in the 
farming industry of this nature,” Carmen Louw, 
a spokesperson for Women on Farms Project, said 
in a phone interview. “The farming industry will 
never be the same.” 

Platinum miners end strike
Meanwhile, 28,000 miners at Anglo American 

Platinum (Amplats) in the North West province re-
turned to work Nov. 15 after a two-month strike. 

After repeatedly stating it had dismissed the 
strikers, Amplats finally agreed to a one-time pay-
ment of 4,500 rand to each miner, a pretax wage in-
crease of 400 rand a month and to take no reprisals 
against returning strikers. 

While this is far short of the 8,000 rand a month 
increase that strikers had demanded, “every worker 
is happy because this is the first time since a 1996 
strike that we won something at Amplats,” miner 
and strike committee member Evans Ramokga 
said in a phone interview. “In 1996 the strikers 
were dismissed, some of them jailed. 

“We must retreat to organize more, to bring up 
more strategies. We still have a lot of work to do.” 

Continued from front page

Working people worldwide should demand an 
immediate end to the Israeli assault on Gaza, where 
workers are not only getting caught in the crossfire, 
but are left to deal with the economic, social and 
political consequences, including destruction of 
residences, power, communications and other in-
frastructure; and loss of jobs and food supplies.  

Workers worldwide should also champion the 
struggle of the Palestinian people against national 
oppression by the government of Israel, established 
on their dispossession. The Palestinian fight for 
rights and against discrimination takes place on 
many fronts: for land and water rights, the ability 
to live and work where they choose, the fight for 
jobs, release of political prisoners, and against re-
pression by Israeli cops and military assaults. 

The Israeli rulers’ assault was provoked by 
Hamas, the ruling bourgeois political party in 
Gaza. Apparently under the false impression that 
the rise of Islamist regimes in the area from Egypt 
to Libya would strengthen their hand, Hamas’ lead-
ers decided to step up missile strikes into southern 
Israel. 

Hamas’ terrorist “strategy”—indiscriminate 
killing, hostage taking, etc.—is a dead end and po-

litical obstacle that continues to disorient, demobi-
lize and weaken the Palestinian struggle. The only 
possible results are those playing out today—pun-
ishing military reprisals that fall disproportionate-
ly on toilers there.

Bourgeois misleaderships from Hamas to Fatah 
have dealt one setback after another to the politi-
cal gains registered by the popular Intifada of the 
1980s and ’90s—mass uprisings that won sym-
pathy around the world, including among Jews in 
Israel. Hamas’ actions are designed to keep the 
masses out of politics. And they help the Israeli rul-
ers garner support among working people in Israel 
for Tel Aviv’s violent repression.

The just and necessary struggles of the 
Palestinian people won’t go away, but will sharpen 
as the world crisis of capitalism deepens. Their 
fight for liberation is an integral part of the work-
ing-class struggle in the region. 

The road forward in this fight is along the line 
of march to build a working-class revolutionary 
movement that can unite the toilers across national 
lines—Arabs, Jews and others—and fight to wrest 
power from the capitalist exploiters in what is now 
Israel, Gaza and the West Bank. 
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