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Workers protest outside Wagon Pars factory in Arak, Iran, in early October against nonpay-
ment of wages. Workers haven’t been paid for six months. Wagon Pars makes train cars. 

U.S. Army/Sgt. Teddy Wade

Afghan National Army soldiers, U.S. marines from embedded training team, and U.S. 
Army soldiers patrol Depak Valley, Afghanistan, October 30. 

BY SEth gAlInSkY
In a speech at the West Point military 

academy December 1, U.S. president 
Barack Obama presented a plan to esca-
late the eight-year war in Afghanistan. 

After three months of meetings and 
discussions with top cabinet members 
and military officials, Obama an-
nounced he was sending 30,000 more 
troops to Afghanistan. This will bring 
the number of U.S. troops there to 
about 100,000, three times more than 

Continued on page 4

BY SAm mAnuEl
Workers in Iran staged a sit-in and 

other protests in October and Novem-
ber for back wages, pay raises, and 
better working conditions. 

The semi-official Iranian Labor 
News Agency (ILNA) reported that 
on November 12 Iran Telecommu-
nication Industries (ITI) workers in Continued on page 7

Tehran prevented the main stock-
holder and members of the executive 
board of the company from entering 
their central office. The workers were 
protesting the nonpayment of their 
wages for the last 11 months. After a 
few hours security forces intervened. 
The workers allowed the bosses to en-

BY CIndY jAquIth
The U.S. government plans to use the 

prosecution in a civilian court of the five 
defendants accused of playing roles in 
the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks to undermine 
democratic rights and further restrict 
political space for working people. 

The Sixth Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution guarantees the right to “a 
speedy and public trial, by an impartial 
jury.” Defendants must be “informed of 
the nature and cause of the accusation,” 
against them, the amendment says, al-
lowed “to be confronted with the wit-
nesses” against them, and be represent-
ed by an attorney. 

Statements by President Barack 
Obama and Attorney General Eric 
Holder have made it clear there will be 
no such constitutional guarantees for 
Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, Walid Bin 
Attash, Ramzi Bin al-Shibh, Ali Abdul-
Aziz Ali, and Mustafa Ahmad al-Haw-
sawi. They are accused of “conspiring 
to commit the September 11 attacks” on 

Continued on page 4

the World Trade Center and the Penta-
gon. Currently incarcerated at the U.S. 
prison at Guantánamo, they are sched-
uled to be tried in federal court in lower 
Manhattan. 

Banking on widespread revulsion 
over the September attacks, the gov-

Continued on page 3 Continued on page 11

BY BrIAn WIllIAmS
Despite claims played up in the 

capitalist media about small indica-
tions that the housing market is start-
ing to rebound, real estate values have 
continued to plummet. 

Home prices in the third quarter 
of 2009 were down nearly 9 percent 
from the same quarter a year earlier, 
according to Standard and Poor’s 
Case-Shiller Home Price Index re-
leased November 24. In the second 
quarter the year-to-year decline was 
14.7 percent, and for the first quarter 
prices dropped 19 percent. Though the 
rate of decline has slowed somewhat, 
in 20 metropolitan areas prices are 
down nearly 30 percent from where 
they were in 2006.  

While new home sales were up 
more than 5 percent from a year ago, 
they’re down 69 percent from their 
peak in July 2005, reported the Wash-
ington Post.  

“Real estate, which has tradition-
ally brought the economy out of re-
cession, seems increasingly likely 
this time to hold it back,” stated the 
New York Times. “The housing mar-
ket’s epic boom early this decade has 
turned into an epic bust whose effects 
may take years to shake off.”  

According to a report issued by 
First American CoreLogic, nearly a 
quarter of all mortgage holders are 
“underwater,” meaning they owe 

BY tom FISkE
MINNEAPOLIS—The U.S. Jus-

tice Department released indictments 
November 23 against eight more So-
mali men in connection with an on-
going FBI probe of the city’s Somali 
community. FBI agents have been 
approaching Somalis in their homes, 
schools, at airports, and on the streets. 
Among the questions federal agents 
have been asking are: “How many 
times a day do you pray?” and “Which 
mosque do you attend?”  

The FBI claims it is investigating 
a conspiracy based in Minneapolis 
to recruit, train, and arm young So-
mali men to fight in Somalia with 
Harakat Shabaab al-Mujahideen (The 
Mujadiheen Youth Movement), an 
armed Islamist group with alleged 
links to al-Qaeda. The agency says as 
many as 20 young Somali men from 
Minneapolis—most of them U.S. 
citizens—have traveled to Somalia to 
join the group, commonly referred to 
as al-Shabaab.

According to the Wall Street Jour-
nal, federal “counterterrorism” of-
ficials say the case echoes the type 
of “homegrown radicalization that 
threatens parts of Europe.” 

At a news conference announc-
ing the indictments, Ralph Boelter, 
special agent in charge of the FBI in 
Minneapolis, said he had “no indica-
tion” that any of the Somali men ever 

There is only one “exit strategy” 
that working people should demand 
in response to Washington’s wars in 
Afghanistan and Iraq: immediate and 

Editorial
unconditional withdrawal of all impe-
rialist troops!

Conservatives and liberals alike 
have expressed criticism of the “new” 
course presented by President Barack 

Continued on page 11
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Gov’t doesn’t report two-thirds of workplace injuries 

Supreme Court upholds 
ban on book about Cuba
BY NANCY COLE

MIAMI—In a November 16 deci-
sion supporting censorship, the U.S. 
Supreme Court upheld the banning of a 
children’s book on Cuba. 

The court let stand a 2-1 federal ap-
peals court ruling sanctioning the re-
moval of Vamos a Cuba (titled A Visit 
to Cuba in the English edition) from Mi-
ami-Dade public school libraries. 

The American Civil Liberties Union 
(ACLU) brought the appeal before the 
Supreme Court. “These books were 
removed under the guise of ‘inaccura-
cies,’” said Howard Simon, executive 
director of the ACLU of Florida, “but 
the real reason they were removed was 
because the books ran afoul of the po-
litical orthodoxy of a majority of the 
school board members.” 

The primary objection to the book is 
that it portrays happy Cuban children and 
explains in simple text aimed at children 
five to eight years old that “the people of 
Cuba eat, work and study like you.” 

Juan Amador Rodriguez objected to 
the book after his daughter brought it 
home in 2006. Rodriguez claimed at the 
time that in Cuba “you can read, but you 
can only read what they tell you to.” He 
urged the Miami-Dade school board to 
ensure that no students here be allowed 
to read Vamos a Cuba. 

Although the administration of the 
school district and two academic advi-
sory committees disagreed, the school 
board voted that year to pull the books 
off library shelves, along with the rest 
of the series of books from publisher 
Heinemann Library. The company pub-
lishes books aimed at introducing young 
readers to the geography, customs, and 

daily life of various countries. 
The ACLU sued, arguing that banning 

the books violated the First Amendment. 
The federal district court agreed and or-
dered the book put back on the shelves. 
But the 11th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals in Atlanta reversed the federal dis-
trict court in February 2009 and upheld 
the school board’s action in banning the 
book. The court ruled that the board’s 
action was simply a matter of setting 
educational standards in Miami-Dade. 

“This is a great victory for the School 
Board and for Cuban Americans,” board 
member Perla Tabares Hantman told the 
Miami Herald after the Supreme Court 
decision. The Associated Press reported 
that former school board chair Frank 
Bolaños, who championed efforts to ban 
the book from school libraries, “said the 
case sets precedent for districts to back 
parents’ rights in future cases.” 

The ACLU’s Howard Simon said if 
this case “is to become the new standard 
for censoring books from public library 
shelves, the ACLU may be immersed in 
censorship battles for years to come.” 

BY SETh gALINSKY
Statistics don’t lie . . . or do they? A 

new report documents that up to two-
thirds of all workplace injuries and ill-
nesses are not included in the nation-
wide data compiled each year by the 
U.S. government. 

This conclusion of the Government 
Accountability Office (GAO) will 
come as no surprise to most workers, 
who are all too familiar with cover-

ups by bosses of on-the-job injuries.
The GAO notes that the Occupa-

tional Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA), a division of the Department 
of Labor, has reported that the rate of 
workplace injuries has steadily declined 
since 1992. 

The GAO explains that 83 percent 
of businesses are not required to report 
work-related injuries either because 
they are “too small” or because they 
are in industries that “historically” 
have low rates of injuries and are ex-
empted by OSHA.

In the remaining companies, injuries 
and illnesses are underreported.

Doctors and nurses told the GAO they 
were often pressured by the bosses of in-
jured workers to hide or downplay inju-
ries or illnesses and provide insufficient 
medical treatment. 

One health-care worker told the 
GAO of an injured worker’s boss who 
took the worker to several medical of-
fices until finding one that agreed to 
certify that the injury needed only first 

aid, and was not a recordable injury. 
Some 67 percent of health-care practi-

tioners interviewed said that workers of-
ten feared disciplinary action for report-
ing an injury or illness. Some plants of-
fer bonuses to workers if the department 
they work in is injury-free, increasing 
pressure to not report injuries. 

Placing workers on “light duty” is 
common practice in some meatpack-
ing plants with high injury rates. Injured 
workers are required to punch in every 
day and then stand around doing noth-
ing so that the incidents will not appear 
in reports as lost-time injuries. 

The GAO reports that “workers’ fear 
of disciplinary actions may be com-
pounded by policies at some worksites 
that require workers to undergo man-
datory drug testing following inci-
dents resulting in reported injuries or 
illnesses, regardless of any evidence of 
drug use.” 

In 2008, 3.7 million on-the-job inju-
ries and illnesses and 5,071 deaths were 
officially reported. 

Pathfinder well received at African Studies event

Militant/Maceo Dixon

A participant among the 500 attending the 52nd annual meeting of the 
African Studies Association in New Orleans November 19–21 stops at the 
Pathfinder booth. The publisher had brisk sales of some 80 titles totaling 
$961. The best sellers were 13 copies of various issues of the Marxist mag-
azine New International and the French edition, Nouvelle Internationale, 
as well as 12 copies of Capitalism and the Transformation of Africa. 
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Stockholm meeting hears
about case of Cuban Five
by CaTharina TirSén

STOCKHOLM, Sweden—About 
70 people attended a meeting here 
November 15 calling for the release 
of five Cuban revolutionaries unjustly 
held in U.S. jails for 11 years now. The 
featured speaker was Andrés Gómez, 
a leader of the campaign in the United 
States to free the Cuban Five, as they 
are known internationally. 

The five are Gerardo Hernán-
dez, Ramón Labañino, Fernando 
González, René González, and Anto-
nio Guerrero. They were arrested by 
the FBI in 1998 on a range of frame-
up charges including “conspiracy” 
to commit espionage and in one case 
“conspiracy” to commit murder. The 
five were in the United States moni-
toring counterrevolutionary Cuban-
American groups in Florida that have 
carried out violent attacks in Cuba 
with the complicity of the U.S. gov-
ernment.

Convicted in a 2001 trial in Miami, 
the five received draconian sentences 
ranging from life to 15 years. Gómez 
said that the impact of the worldwide 
effort in support of the five was regis-
tered at the October 13 resentencing 
of Antonio Guerrero. 

“The prosecutor, that is the repre-
sentative of the U.S. administration, 
told the judge that the government 
wanted to lower Guerrero’s sentence 
because of the strong public opinion 
in the United States and the world in 
support of him,” said Gómez. “That 
means that our work is having re-
sults.”  

In June 2008 a federal appeals court 
vacated the sentences for three of the 
five—Guerrero, Ramón Labañino, 
and Fernando González—ruling the 
sentences were excessive because 
they were inconsistent with the court 
record. The appeals court ordered 
that each of the three be resentenced. 
Guerrero’s sentence was reduced from 
life plus 10 years to 21 years and 10 
months. The resentencing of the other 
two is still pending. 

Gómez is also a leader of the Mi-
ami-based Antonio Maceo Brigade, 
an organization in solidarity with the 
Cuban Revolution. He spoke about 
the work of the brigade and prejudi-

cial conditions that the five faced in 
getting a fair trial in Miami. 

“It is impossible to fight for the Cu-
ban Five without taking up the terror-
ism of the right wing there, and the 
aggression of the U.S. government 
that supports them,” he said. “For 52 
years, every day, this danger is pres-
ent. In the ’90s, when the five revo-
lutionaries entered the right-wing or-
ganizations in Miami, the terrorist at-
tacks were above all directed against 
tourists in Cuba, tourism being an 
important source of income for Cuba 
at the time.” 

Another speaker asked if the new 
U.S. administration of President 
Barack Obama had made any change 
in relations with Cuba. “Obama said in 
his campaign he would reconsider the 
U.S. policies against Cuba. But so far 
nothing has changed!” Gómez said. 

“Some of the restrictions for Cu-
ban Americans to go home have been 
lifted. The demagogy and tone is dif-

ferent from the Bush administrations. 
And some meetings about immigra-
tion from Cuba to the United States 
that [President George] Bush can-
celled have been restarted, although 
at a low level. But that is all. The 
Helms-Burton law is a law. That law 
is not being changed.” Helms-Burton 

places harsh restrictions on trade with 
Cuba. 

Gómez visited Stockholm and four 
other Swedish cities as part of a north 
European tour to build support for 
the five Cubans. He had meetings in 
Belgium, Finland, Norway, Denmark 
France, and the Netherlands. 

Somalis indicted in Fbi probe
Continued from front page
intended to carry out a terrorist act in 
the United States. “But the national 
security implications are evident,” he 
said. “Americans with U.S. passports 
attending foreign terror camps.” 

A grand jury indicted six of the men 
August 20: Mahamud Said Omar, 
Ahmed Ali Omar, Khalid Abshir, Za-
karia Maruf, Mohamed Hassan, and 
Mustafa Salat. 

Mahamud Omar was charged with 
conspiring with others to provide 
money and recruits to al-Shabaab. 
Omar, a legal resident of the United 
States who lived in Minneapolis, was 
arrested November 8 in the Nether-
lands and is fighting extradition. 

The other five were charged with 
“conspiracy to provide material sup-
port to foreign terrorist organizations; 
conspiracy to kill, kidnap, maim 
and injure people outside the United 
States; possessing and discharging a 
firearm during a crime of violence; 
and solicitation to commit a crime of 
violence,” reported the U.S. Justice 
Department. 

The other two, Cabdulaahi Ahmed 
Faarax and Abdiweli Yassin Isse, 
were charged October 9 with recruit-
ing to al-Shabaab. 

U.S. authorities say five of the So-

mali youth who allegedly went to So-
malia to join al-Shabaab have died. 
They claim one of them, Shirwa 
Ahmed, carried out a suicide bomb-
ing in northern Somalia last year. 

To date, 14 Somalis have been 
charged in the ongoing investigation, 
which the FBI says extends beyond 
Minneapolis to San Diego; Boston; 
Seattle; Columbus, Ohio; and Port-
land, Maine. Four have pleaded guilty 
this year to lesser charges that include 
providing material support to a “ter-
rorist organization” and making false 
statements to the FBI and a grand 
jury. 

Somalia has had no functioning 
central government since 1991.  In 
December 2006 thousands of Ethio-
pian troops, backed by the U.S. mili-
tary, invaded the country and dealt 
blows to al-Shabaab and other troops 
fighting to defend the government of 
the Islamic Courts Council based in 
Mogadishu. 

The new Transitional Federal Gov-
ernment, which was installed with the 
aid of the Ethiopian troops, has the 
backing of the United States and the 
United Nations. Its authority, howev-
er, is very limited beyond a few neigh-
borhoods of Mogadishu. Al-Shabaab 
is fighting to retake the capital. 

Militant/Dag Tirsén

Andrés Gómez, with translator, addresses meeting of 70 in Stockholm, Sweden, to hear 
about fight to free five jailed Cuban revolutionaries framed up in United States.

CaliFornia
San Francisco
not one Penny, not one Person for impe-
rialist War in afghanistan/Pakistan: U.S.-
naTo Troops out now! Speaker: Andrea 
Morell, Socialist Workers Party. Sat., Dec. 
12, 7:30 p.m. 5482 Mission St. Tel.: (415) 584-
2135. 

MinneSoTa
Minneapolis
Unemployment and the Capitalist Crisis: 
how to Fight for Jobs for all. Speaker: 
Frank Forrestal, Socialist Workers Party. 
Fri., Dec. 11, 8 p.m. 1311 1/2 E. Lake St., 2nd 
Floor. Tel.: (612) 729-1205.

neW JerSey
newark
Defend Workers rights in the Face of 
Washington’s ‘War on Terror.’ Speaker: 
Ruth Robinett, Socialist Workers Party. Fri., 
Dec. 11, 8 p.m. 45 Academy St., Suite 309. 
Tel.: (973) 273-0075.

Civil liberties attorney to be resentenced in April
by CinDy JaqUiTh

NEW YORK, December 2— At a 
hearing here today Judge John Koeltl 
set April 22, 2010, as the date for the 
resentencing of disbarred civil liber-
ties attorney Lynne Stewart. 

Stewart was convicted in 2005 of 
“conspiracy to provide material sup-
port to terrorist activity.” On Novem-
ber 18 Judge Koeltl revoked Stewart’s 
bail after the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Second Circuit upheld her con-
viction and ordered him to consider 
imposing a harsher sentence.  

Stewart was imprisoned November 
19. According to her attorney Joshua 
Dratel, she has been denied phone 
calls and visits ever since.  

At the hearing Koeltl ordered a 

“presentencing report” from the pro-
bation department covering any new 
information or events since Stewart’s 
original sentencing that are relevant 
to her resentencing. Stewart’s attor-
neys stressed the importance of new 
information on her medical condition. 
Prior to the appeals court ruling, she 
had been scheduled for surgery on 
December 7 that would require four 
to six weeks’ recovery time.  

The judge is requesting the presen-
tencing report by Feb. 19, 2010, after 
which both the government and Stew-
art’s attorneys can submit arguments.  

Stewart was convicted for distrib-
uting a press release from an impris-
oned client, Sheik Omar Abdel-Rah-
man. He had been sentenced in 1996 

to life in prison plus 65 years, framed 
up on charges of “seditious conspir-
acy” based on alleged links to the 
bombing of the World Trade Center 
in 1993. Prison officials had imposed 
draconian restrictions on Abdel-Rah-
man’s ability to communicate, give 
interviews, or even call his family.  

Stewart put out the press release in 
2000. It was not until 2002—on the 
heels of the September 11 attacks on 
the World Trade Center and Penta-
gon—that then attorney general John 
Ashcroft announced the indictment of 
Stewart.  

The government sought a 30-year 
sentence for Stewart, who is now 70 
years old. Koeltl gave her 28 months. 
The appeals court urged him to re-
consider the length of the sentence 
and suggested she should have also 
been convicted of perjury.  

In upholding the conviction of 
Stewart and two other defendants, the 
appeals court also upheld the secret 
wiretapping and videotaping of attor-
ney-client meetings and phone calls, 
the introduction as evidence of classi-
fied information that the defense was 
not allowed to see, the requirement 
that Stewart sign an agreement to ob-
serve government restrictions on her 
client’s communications, and the as-
signment of an anonymous jury in the 
trial. The latter was used to create an 
intimidating atmosphere in the court-
room and a sense that the defendants 
were highly dangerous.  

Courtroom security today sought 
to impose a similar atmosphere. One 
guard at the metal detector directed 
supporters of Stewart to room 23A and 
said “‘A’ stands for other things too, I 
might add.” Nevertheless the court-
room was packed with supporters of 
Stewart and officials were forced to 
open a second, overflow room where 
the proceedings were televised.  

Letters to Stewart may be sent to: 
Lynne Stewart, #53504-054, MCC-
NY, 150 Park Row, New York, NY 
10007. For information on her de-
fense, go to lynnestewart.org or call 
(212) 625-9696.  
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9/11 New York City trial London: Bus drivers strike over wage freeze

Militant/Hugo Wils

LONDON—About 2,500 bus drivers from six depots across East Lon-
don went on a 48-hour strike November 20. The workers are protesting a 
wage freeze imposed by the East London Bus and Coach Company for the 
coming year. The strike comes after a 24-hour stoppage at the same depots 
the previous week. 

“There are 350 of us at this garage and the strike is completely solid,” 
said Paul Williams, the UNITE union branch secretary on the picket line at 
the depot in Bow. Strikers cheered as Williams announced that no Route 
25 buses had left the garage that day. Workers at the garage originate from 
different countries, including Poland, Pakistan, Ghana, and Ireland. 

—Hugo Wils and Rose  knigHt

Continued from front page
ernment hopes to win acceptance for 
curtailing rights for those accused of 
“terrorism,” in effect making it more 
difficult for workers across the country 
who are already denied basic rights in 
the class-biased capitalist courts. 

No presumption of innocence
The denial of rights to the five  defen-

dants begins with refusing them the pre-
sumption of innocence, the assumption 
that they are not guilty until proven so 
beyond “reasonable” doubt in a court-
room. 

All have been incarcerated under ex-
tremely inhumane conditions since their 
arrest six to seven years ago. The case 
of Mohammed is perhaps best known. 
A 2005 Justice Department memoran-
dum, released earlier this year, revealed 
that Mohammed was subjected to wa-
terboarding 183 times during inter-
rogation. In this method of torture, the 
prisoner’s head is covered while water 
is poured over the face, simulating the 
sensation of drowning. 

Top administration figures have stat-
ed that the men are already guilty as 
far as Washington is concerned. Asked 
at a Senate Judiciary Committee hear-
ing November 18 what would happen if 
the men are not convicted, Holder flatly 
stated: “Failure is not an option.” 

Obama went further, telling reporters 
the same day that those offended by a ci-
vilian trial for Mohammed—portrayed 
by Washington as the “mastermind” 
of the attacks—won’t think it’s offen-
sive “when he’s convicted and when the 
death penalty is applied to him.” 

The Justice Department has explained 
that the five men will not have access to 
all the “evidence” against them. Holder 
told the Senate hearing the government 
will use the Classified Information Pro-
cedures Act (CIPA) to “protect classified 
material during trial.” CIPA allows the 
government to withhold from defen-
dants any “evidence” deemed “classified 
information,” which is loosely defined 
as anything that “would cause identifi-
able damage to the national security of 
the United States.” Instead of knowing 

what the “classified information” is, the 
defendant can be given a mere “generic” 
description, despite the fact the infor-
mation is being used as “evidence” of a 
crime. 

Holder also told the Senate panel that 
Mohammed would not be allowed to 
“spew his hateful ideology” in court and 
that the judge would impose “appropri-
ate decorum” in the courtroom. Such 
broad restrictions further narrows what 
constitutes a fair trial, a danger to work-
ers’ rights. 

No right to choose counsel
Meanwhile, another dangerous prec-

edent is being set in the “terror” trial of 
Ahmed Khalfan Ghailani, a Tanzanian 
accused of “conspiring” to aid al-Qae-
da’s 1998 bombings of the U.S. embas-
sies in Kenya and Tanzania. Ghailani 
requested that the military lawyers as-
signed to him at Guantánamo since 
2008 be allowed to continue represent-
ing him in civilian court. The Pentagon 
rejected Ghailani’s right to choose his 
own counsel and prohibited the Guan-
tánamo lawyers from continuing to rep-
resent him. Judge Lewis Kaplan upheld 
that decision. 

Kaplan said that while the Sixth 
Amendment does give defendants the 
right to an attorney, the “right to counsel 
of choice does not extend to defendants 
who require counsel to be appointed for 
them.” 
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BY BEVERLY BERNARDO
MONTREAL—Canada’s role in the 

Afghanistan war has been a subject of 
public debate this past week as the U.S. 
government announces plans to escalate 
the war by sending some 30,000 addi-
tional U.S. troops. 

Richard Colvin, a former senior dip-
lomat with Canada’s mission in Af-
ghanistan, testified November 18 before 
a House of Commons committee. He 
charged that Afghans who were de-
tained by Canadian soldiers and later 
handed over to Afghan authorities were 
all likely tortured. Colvin worked in 
Kandahar for Canada’s Department of 
Foreign Affairs in 2006 and later moved 
to Kabul where he served as second-in-
command at the Canadian embassy. 

Colvin told the committee the he 
wrote reports about his visits to Afghan 
prisoners and sent them to Ottawa. He 
said those in custody were not “high 
value targets.” Many were just local 
people in the wrong place at the wrong 
time. “In other words, we detained and 
handed over for severe torture a lot of 
innocent people,” Colvin said. 

David Mulroney, who was a manager 
of Canada’s mission in Kandahar at the 
time Colvin made his reports, denied to 
the House committee that he had hushed 
up the reports that prisoners were being 
tortured. 

A Canadian Press Harris-Decima 
survey indicates Canadians are twice as 
likely to believe Colvin’s claim that the 
government was aware of the torture of 
prisoners turned over by Canadian sol-
diers than the government’s denials. 

The government is mounting a coun-
teroffensive to rebut Colvin. Richard 
Hillier, the former head of the Cana-
dian armed forces and top commander 
of Canada’s troops in Afghanistan, dis-
missed Colvin’s claims as “ludicrous and 
lacking in substance” when he testified 
at a Commons committee hearing. 

Canada’s troop deployment in Af-
ghanistan is scheduled to end in 2011, 
but Ottawa’s military commitment to 
the imperialist occupation has already 
been extended twice—in 2006 and 
2008. Canadian troops based in Kanda-
har, where the fighting is fiercest, have 
suffered proportionally higher casual-
ties than troops from other countries.

In another example of growing op-
position to the war in Canada, some 
400 people attending a meeting here 
November 24 heard Malalai Joya, a sus-
pended member of Afghanistan’s parlia-

ment, call for the immediate withdrawal 
of all U.S., Canadian, and other foreign 
troops from Afghanistan. The Quebec 
Federation of Women and Echec à la 
Guerre (Oppose War) group organized 
the meeting at the University of Quebec 
in the center of Montreal. 

Joya was elected to the Afghan parlia-
ment in 2005, but was suspended from 
the legislature two years later for repeat-
edly criticizing the Afghan regime. She 
has been speaking on many campuses 
across Canada against the occupation of 
Afghanistan. 

30,000 troops to Afghan war
Continued from front page
when Obama took office.  

Obama presented the plan as a course 
to bring the war to a “successful conclu-
sion,” a “transition” to handing respon-
sibility to the Afghan government, and 
to begin withdrawing U.S. forces in July 
2011.  

Along with stepping up training of the 
Afghan army and police, Obama said 
that an “effective partnership with Paki-
stan” is at the center of U.S strategy. 

The U.S. government has pressed 
Pakistan to agree to an expanded use 
of drone attacks and to beefed-up CIA 
operations against Taliban and al-Qaeda 
forces in Pakistan. Washington has sub-
stantially increased aid to the Pakistan 
military and government over the last 
several months. 

In recent weeks, several U.S. officials, 
including Gen. James Jones, Obama’s 
national security adviser, have traveled 
to Pakistan to obtain agreement for this 
course. 

Obama wants up to 10,000 more 
troops from Washington’s NATO al-
lies. Currently there are some 36,000 
NATO troops in Afghanistan from 41 
countries. In addition, there are more 

than 100,000 U.S. “contractors,” a 40 
percent increase since June. They do 
everything from security to construc-
tion of military bases. 

The debate over the U.S. war and 
occupation accelerated after an Au-
gust 30 assessment by Gen. Stanley 
McChrystal, who heads up U.S. and 
NATO forces in Afghanistan. In that 
report, McChrystal said the U.S. mili-
tary “could lose” the war unless it im-
plemented a “counterinsurgency” strat-
egy that included measures to undercut 
support among Afghans for Taliban and 
other armed groups. 

He later turned in proposals for up to 
40,000 more U.S. troops and doubling 
the size of the Afghan army and police. 

The debate exposed divisions in the 
Obama administration and the U.S. rul-
ing class over what course to take in the 
war.

Vice President Joseph Biden opposed 
sending more troops. Instead he put for-
ward a competing “counterterrorism” 
strategy that would center on stepping 
up drone attacks on al-Qaeda bases in 
Pakistan and Afghanistan, increasing 
the operations of U.S. Special Forces, 

Continued on page 11
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25, 50, and 75 years ago

Rebuffed by EU, rulers  
in Turkey turn to East 
By saM ManUEl

Frustrated by decades of delay on its 
application to join the European Union 
(EU), Turkey has begun to turn to the 
East. Turkey is a key Washington ally in 
the NATO alliance. 

According to the October 31 Econo-
mist, exports from Turkey to the Middle 
East and North Africa have exploded 
sevenfold in the past seven years, to $31 
billion in 2008. The business magazine 
records an impressive list. “From cars to 
tableware, dried figs to television serials, 
Turkish products, unknown a decade 
ago, are now ubiquitous in markets from 
Algiers to Tehran,” it said. The Turkish 
construction company Tav has just com-
pleted an airport terminal in Cairo and 
is building others in Libya, Qatar, Tuni-
sia, and the United Arab Emirates. 

The Turkish government has secured 
free-trade agreements with Egypt, 
Israel, Morocco, and Tunisia, and is 
looking to ink similar deals with the 
six-nation Gulf Cooperation Council, 
which includes Saudi Arabia. Early in 
October Turkish trade ministers signed 
48 cooperation deals with Iraq and 40 
with Syria. They ranged from tourism 
to counterterrorism to joint military 
exercises. 

Turkey’s prime minister, Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan, was welcomed en-
thusiastically in Tehran in October. Er-
dogan congratulated Iranian president 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad as the winner 
of the controversial presidential elec-

tion in June. Erdogan’s government 
has also supported Iran’s right to nu-
clear power and has offered to mediate 
between Tehran and Washington. 

The U.S. government charges that 
Iran’s development of the capacity to en-
rich uranium for nuclear power is aimed 
at making a nuclear bomb. Washington 
is leading the effort to deny Iran’s right 
to continue uranium enrichment. The 
Turkish government has offered to store 
Iran’s enriched uranium while Russia 
produces more of the fuel for Tehran. 

Turkey has also developed close ties 
with the Syrian government. In 2005 
Damascus set aside its claim to the dis-
puted Hatay province, which had been 
given to Turkey in 1939 by France, Syr-
ia’s former colonial ruler. 

50-year delay
Turkey’s efforts at economic integra-

tion into Europe began half a century 
ago when Turkey applied in 1959 for 
membership in the European Economic 
Community, the EU’s forerunner. It has 
been rebuffed ever since with increas-
ingly racist language. In 2004 then 
French prime minister Jean-Pierre Raf-
farin asked, “Do we really want the river 
of Islam to enter the riverbed of secular-
ism?” French president Nicolas Sarkozy 
has said that admitting Turkey would 
“dilute” the EU.  

What the French capitalist leaders 
mean is that they do not want some 69 
million Muslims to have free movement 

in Europe. Citizens of EU countries are 
allowed to work in other EU countries 
with fewer restrictions. If admitted, Tur-
key would have the largest population in 
the EU after Germany. Turkey’s military 
is larger than any current EU member. 
Only the United Kingdom, France, Ger-
many, and Italy have military budgets 
bigger than Turkey’s. 

Between east and west
Turkey’s capitalist rulers will con-

tinue their efforts—with Washington 
and London’s backing—to enter the 
EU. Speaking at the inaugural meeting 

in October of the Istanbul Forum, spon-
sored by Turkey’s Centre for Strategic 
Communication, and supported by the 
German Marshall Fund of the United 
States, Prime Minister Erdogan ex-
plained that Turkey had no intention of 
acting as a “helpless supplicant” for EU 
membership and is instead “assuming a 
role commensurate with its status as a 
fast-rising power at the strategic cross-
roads of east and west,” reported the Fi-
nancial Times.  

In July Ankara penned an $11.7 billion 
deal with the EU to build the 2,000-mile 
Nabucco pipeline to ship natural gas to 
Europe from Azerbaijan, and possibly 
Turkmenistan, Iran, Iraq, and Egypt. 
Washington has opposed the shipment 
of Iranian gas through the pipeline. 

The pipeline will compete with a 
nearly $14 billion Russian South Stream 
pipeline that will go under the Caspian 
Sea, bypassing Ukraine, and may come 
on line in 2015. In winter 2008 much of 
the Balkans and southern Europe faced 
freezing cities and homes due to a gas 
shipment dispute between Moscow and 
Kiev. European governments hope that 
the Nabucco pipeline, also projected to 
come on line in 2015, will reduce depen-
dence on Russian gas.  

Nabucco pipeline under construction. 
Map shows how it will ship natural 
gas through Turkey to Europe from 
Azerbaijan, and possibly Turkmenistan, 
Iran, Iraq, and Egypt, boosting Ankara’s 
economic clout and competing with 
Russian South Stream pipeline. 

December 14, 1984
An estimated 2,000 residents of 

Bhopal, India, were killed by poi-
sonous methyl isocyanate gas that 
escaped from an underground stor-
age tank belonging to a U.S.-owned 
Union Carbide plant. Most of the dead 
are workers who lived in nearby sub-
standard housing.

The so-called accident happened 
shortly after midnight on December 3 
while most people were asleep. More 
deaths are expected, and Indian doc-
tors are also estimating that at least 
20,000 people could suffer serious 
after-effects, including blindness and 
sterilization of women.

In addition to the rising death toll, 
press reports described the fields in 
the path of the escaping gas as having 
“presented a scene of chemical devas-
tation today, their crops of turnips and 
other vegetables withered and covered 
with a fine white film.”

December 14, 1959
Daisy Bates, militant Negro leader 

in Little Rock, and Ellis Thomas, the 
father of one of the integrated Negro 
students there, have been dealt severe 
economic blows by Arkansas white 
supremacists. Though the campaign 
of economic reprisal was organized 
locally, Northern big-business inter-
ests were involved in both cases.

On Dec. 7 Mrs. Daisy Bates in-
formed New York Post reporter Ted 
Poston that she and her husband, L.C. 
Bates, would be unable to resume 
publishing their weekly newspaper, 
the Arkansas State Press, which sus-
pended publication last month.

The campaign against the Arkansas 
State Press, which has been edited 
and published by L.C. Bates for the 
past 18 years, was organized by the 
White Citizens Council as a reprisal 
for Daisy Bates’ steadfastness in the 
fight for school desegregation. 

December 15, 1934
In the political melee following 

Roosevelt’s demagogic move to “take 
the profit out of war” and Senator 
Nye’s flat statement that the President 
wants to stop the Senate munitions in-
quiry, pertinent facts have been sup-
pressed. They are:

The reason behind the munitions in-
quiry and the President’s move is that the 
United States government is definitely 
preparing for war. World war looms. The 
rulers of all the big nations are bending 
every nerve in that direction.

[President Roosevelt] has done more 
in his short time in office to militarize 
the country than any other president 
since the war. (As this is being written 
the government lets two more con-
tracts to the war manufacturers, one 
for 50 bombing planes, another for 
150.) Much of the Public Works mon-
ey allotted under Roosevelt has been 
diverted to the munitions makers.

Honduras: Deposed president not reinstated
By BEn JoycE

The Honduran congress December 2 
rejected reinstating deposed president 
Manuel Zelaya. The decision came in 
the wake of a presidential election that 
has drawn mixed reactions from capital-
ist governments and politicians around 
the world, with some countries refusing 
to recognize the controversial vote. Op-
position leader Porfirio Lobo of the Na-
tional Party won the election, which 62 
percent of voters participated in, accord-
ing to the Investor’s Business Daily. 

The November 29 election came just 
five months after former President Man-
uel Zelaya was arrested and removed 
from the country by the army under the 
orders of the Honduran Supreme Court. 
The Honduran congress named Roberto 
Micheletti as interim president.  

The political turmoil erupted when 
Zelaya tried to organize a referendum 
on whether to change the constitution 
to remove the one-term limit for presi-
dents, which the Supreme Court ruled 
as illegal. Nicaraguan president Daniel 
Ortega recently made similar moves 
by securing a ruling from the Supreme 
Court that would allow for his reelection 
in 2011. 

Concerned with restoring stability 
in Honduras, the U.S. government bro-
kered an agreement that put Zelaya’s 
political future in the hands of the Hon-
duran congress. Zelaya rescinded his 
agreement with the U.S.-brokered pact 
on the grounds that a decision by the 
legislature should have been made be-
fore the election. 

A wealthy timber and cattle busi-
nessman, Zelaya was elected in 2005 
and had pursued typical liberal capi-
talist policies. What antagonized oth-

ers in ruling circles, however, was his 
increasing association with Venezu-
elan president Hugo Chávez. Zelaya 
was responsible for bringing Honduras 
into a Venezuelan-led trade alliance, 
put forward by its supporters as an “al-
ternative” to trade relationships with 
more powerful capitalist powers like 
the United States.  

“For now the [Brazilian] position is 
not to accept the electoral process in 
Honduras,” Brazilian president Luiz 

Inacio Lula da Silva told the New York 
Times. He suggested reinstating Zelaya 
for the day of the inauguration ceremo-
ny of president-elect Lobo.  

All of the candidates who were on the 
ballot in the recent election were chosen 
in November 2008 primaries, and all but 
one of them had pushed for the elections 
to move forward. Each candidate has 
now accepted the results of the election, 
including the candidate from Zelaya’s 
Liberal Party. 
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Australia rally protests 
attack on abortion rights

Philadelphia transit workers end 6-day strike

New Zealand miners win a new contract
BY TERRY COGGAN

HUNTLY, New Zealand—As we go 
to press, miners in New Zealand have re-
turned to work after winning a new con-
tract in their four-week strike. Details of 
the agreement are not yet available.  

On November 28 the Engineering, 
Printing and Manufacturing Union 
held a meeting here to inform coal 
miners’ supporters and their families 
about the facts in the strike. Nearly 100 
people attended. 

The bosses at the state-owned Solid 
Energy company had leafleted miners’ 
households advertising a company-or-
ganized meeting the same day. 

The dispute began October 27 when 
160 miners at the company’s Rotowaro 
mine here were locked out during con-
tract negotiations. Miners at the nearby 
Huntly East mine, and at Stockton and 
Spring Creek mines in the South Island, 
about 1,000 workers in total, responded 
by going on strike. Pickets were set up 
at all four mines. About 300 Stockton 
miners and their supporters marched 
through the neighboring town of West-
port November 10.

The four mines are covered by a com-
mon Multi Employer Collective Agree-
ment, with additional site-specific pro-
visions at each mine. Agreements were 
reached at Rotowaro and Stockton, but 
workers there voted to remain on strike 
in support of the underground Huntly 

East miners. The union at that mine 
points out that under a new seven-day 
roster they will have to work extra over-
time to retain their current earnings.

Jim Yates, the union’s delegate at the 
opencast Rotowaro mine, told the com-
munity meeting, “We got our agreement 
because of the support of the South Is-
land and the East miners. Now we are 
supporting them. It’s about sticking 
together.” While accepting a new shift 
pattern, unionists at Rotowaro fought 
off a company attempt to cut back guar-

BY JOhN STuDER
PHILA DELPHIA—Transpor t 

Workers Union Local 234 announced 
November 20 that workers had voted 
to accept a new five-year contract 
with the Southeastern Pennsylvania 
Transportation Authority (SEPTA), 
the regional transportation agency. 
The 2,806-242 vote came after a bit-
ter, six-day strike.

Many workers said they voted for 
the contract because it increases 
wages and holds off the deepest cuts 
demanded by the company. Members 
of the union—which represents 5,100 
drivers, operators, and mechanics—
get no wage increase in the first year, 
a 2.5 percent raise in the second, and 3 
percent in each of the final three years 
of the contract. They also will receive 
a one-time $1,250 signing bonus. This 
bonus is being paid by funds allocated 
from the state by Governor Edward 
Rendell, who moved in when negotia-
tions stalled to try to broker a deal.

The contract increases what work-
ers have to pay toward their pen-
sions from 2 percent to 3 percent. 
The strike defeated SEPTA efforts to 
make workers pay a higher share of 
health insurance costs.

Support for the strike was mixed 
under the pressure of a vicious anti-
labor propaganda campaign, which 
was aided by some of the tactics of 
the union leadership. The strike was 

anteed pay for work prevented by rain, 
and won an improved redundancy (sev-
erance) agreement and time-and-a-half 
for overtime.

Several of the miners’ family mem-
bers asked questions and raised con-
cerns at the meeting. “I have nothing 
but admiration for my husband and 
son who go down that hole every day,” 
said Shelley Lynch. “I’m 100 percent 
behind any decision the men go by, 
even if it means mince [hamburger] for 
Christmas dinner.”

begun without notice at 3:00 a.m. 
November 3, stranding many area 
workers trying to get to their jobs that 
morning.

“I understand I’m the most hated 
man in Philadelphia right now,” union 
president Willie Brown told the press. 
“I have no problem with that.” 

The strike took place while Phila-
delphia city workers and teachers 
have seen their contracts expire with 
no new settlement in sight. Some 
22,000 city workers—including sani-
tation workers, secretaries, and fire-
fighters—have been working without 
a contract since June 30. The Phila-
delphia Federation of Teachers, which 
represents the school district’s 11,000 
teachers, nurses, librarians, custodi-
ans, and other workers, has extended 
their contract a number of times since 

it expired August 31. The latest exten-
sion runs until January 15.

Both the city workers and teachers 
have faced a continuing antiworker 
campaign by Mayor Michael Nutter 
and other city officials, who say that 
the city’s 11.1 percent official unem-
ployment rate and declining wage-tax 
income and other revenues mean that 
the city’s “financial condition is dete-
riorating.”

The results of the transit workers’ 
strike and the new contract embold-
ened many city workers. One group 
of city employees put out their own 
leaflet November 9 while the transit 
workers were still on strike, calling 
for workers to take a day off to protest 
the city’s refusal to negotiate a con-
tract. The flyer described the mayor 
as “Mayor Cutter.”

BY JOANNE KuNIANSKY
BRISBANE, Australia—More than 

120 people took part in a spirited rally 
and march November 21 through the 
streets here, demanding that charges 
against a couple of “procuring an ille-
gal abortion” be dropped. The march-
ers chanted, “What do we want? Abor-
tion rights! How will we get them? 
Fight for them!” 

Organized by the Pro-Choice Action 
Collective, the demonstration was part 
of an ongoing campaign to demand 
that all charges be dropped against 
Tegan Leach and her partner Sergie 
Brennan. The couple was charged un-
der sections of the Queensland crimi-
nal code dating from 1899 that cover 
“illegal” abortions. 

Leach had an abortion using RU486 
and Misoprostol obtained from Bren-

nan’s relatives in Ukraine. Brennan 
has been charged with helping to im-
port the drugs. 

If convicted, Leach faces a maxi-
mum seven years in jail and Brennan 
up to three years. A trial date has not 
been set. 

Kathy Newnam addressed the rally 
for the Pro-Choice Action Collective. 
She declared that Leach and Brennan 
are not on their own and pledged the 
group’s help in fighting these charges. 
Explaining that the case has now been 
referred to the Queensland Depart-
ment of Public Prosecution, Newnam 
said that state prosecutors can still de-
cide to drop the charges. 

Speaking of Queensland State pre-
mier Anna Bligh’s refusal to condemn 
this attack on abortion rights, New-
nam said, “When you are dependent 

on the political system you are danc-
ing to someone else’s tune. We only 
need to look at history. The only way 
we’ve ever got justice is by fighting.” 
She shouted to applause, “Drop the 
charges! Repeal antiabortion laws! 

Abortion rights now!”
Lana Woolf from the University of 

Queensland (UQ) Women’s Collective 
said in describing Bligh, “Under your 
leadership a woman is facing seven 
years in prison for having an abortion! 
We are for the right of women to have 
an abortion without being charged as a 
criminal!” Bligh was a young feminist 
activist when she attended UQ. 

Several young women along the 
march route took leaflets and joined 
in. Others on the footpath applauded 
as the marchers passed. At the end 
marchers hung coat hangers on the 
fence of the Queensland State Parlia-
ment House pledging, “Never again!” 
referring to the days of illegal back-
street abortions. 

Organizers of the march announced 
that a peaceful picket will take place 
December 2 outside the Eras Bistro in 
South Brisbane where Premier Bligh 
is scheduled to speak. The dates for 
a national meeting of abortion rights 
activists were set for the February 6–7 
weekend in Sydney. Pro-Choice Ac-
tion Collective members discussed 
being ready to respond to any surprise 
moves on the case by the Queensland 
government. 

For further reading. . .
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November 21 abortion rights demonstration in Brisbane, Australia, in defense of Tegan 
Leach and her partner Sergie Brennan, charged with “illegal” abortion.

Members of Transit Workers Union Local 
234 on picket line at transportation hub in 
Fern Rock neighborhood of Philadelphia.
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BY Doug NelsoN
The confrontation between impe-

rialist powers and Iran over Tehran’s 
nuclear energy program sharpened 
November 27, when the UN Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
censored the Iranian government for 
concealing the construction of a new 
uranium enrichment plant. 

The IAEA resolution will serve as a 
basis for Washington to push for more 
crippling sanctions against Iran in the 
UN Security Council, as well as jus-
tification for threats to bomb Iranian 
nuclear targets.  

In response to the resolution, the 
Iranian government announced No-
vember 29 that it would construct 10 
new uranium enrichment plants and 
could curtail its cooperation with the 
UN agency. 

The UN Security Council has im-
posed three rounds of sanctions against 
Iran involving travel, financial restric-
tions, and blocking access to nuclear 
technology resources. A potential 
fourth round of sanctions being hashed 
out could hit hard, targeting Iran’s reli-
ance on imported petroleum.

The Iranian government says the 
purpose of its nuclear program is to 
meet the country’s expanding energy 
needs, as well as for use in medical 
research. Washington and its impe-
rialist allies claim that the program 
is geared toward developing nuclear 
weapons. The IAEA resolution states 
it has been “unable to verify that Iran’s 
programme is for exclusively peaceful 
purposes.” 

The resolution also states that Teh-
ran’s concealment of its new facility 
raises doubts about its whole nuclear 
program. Tehran says it began build-
ing the facility near Qom in response 
to Tel Aviv’s threats to bomb its one 
plant under construction in Bushehr. 

Demands suspension of new plant
The resolution demands that Tehran 

immediately suspend construction of 
the Qom facility and provide the IAEA 
with greater access to information and 
inspection.  

Tehran has been providing the IAEA 
with requested technical information 
on its program as well as allowing cer-
tain inspections and UN cameras to 
monitor activity at its nuclear sites. But 
this could change.  

Following the IAEA resolution, 226 
out of 290 members of Iran’s legisla-
tive body signed a declaration stating, 
“Because of the world powers’ hasty 
move, the government should submit 
its plan to curb Iran’s cooperation level 

ter the building under the condition 
that they would address their griev-
ances, ILNA reported.

A week earlier 1,000 ITI workers 
had demonstrated in front of the pro-
vincial government offices in Shiraz, 
calling for the dismissal *of the gov-
ernor. Workers were demanding nine 
months’ back pay.

Four hundred workers at the Alu-
minum Factory in Arak rallied in the 
plant November 15 and pulled a Basij 
emblem off the wall. A week earlier 
the workers had held a protest rally in 
the factory yard.

The Basij is an auxiliary formation 
of the Pasdaran, or Guards of the Is-

lamic Revolution, the military force 
that is increasingly dominant in the 
government. The Basij and Pasdaran 
have been buying up more and more 
privately owned or government-auc-
tioned industries. Aluminum workers 
in Arak have protested because the 
Basij is taking over the company and 
refusing to pay workers back wages.

As the pace of factory closings 
and layoffs increase, the capitalists 
in Iran, as elsewhere, are attempting 
to trample on contracts and with-
hold workers’ wages and benefits to 
the degree they can. Back wages and 
benefits are at the center of workers’ 
protest actions.

Two hundred fifty workers at the Ja-
had Nasr Company, which does  hous-
ing construction projects in the Kurd-
ish city of Sanandaj, went on strike 
November 11. They had not been paid 
for four months.

In late October some 200 workers at 
the Alborz Ceramics Factory, near the 
city of Ghazvin, marched out of the 
plant and rallied for an hour in front 
of the municipal building in town. 
Then they marched around the town 
while surrounded by security forces. 
The workers chanted, “Government 
support to workers: is a lie, is a lie! 
Workers: solidarity, solidarity!” 

A few days later the Ziaran meat-
packing workers in Ghazvin, owed 
back wages for six months, marched 
nearly five miles to press their griev-

ances with the municipality’s gover-
nor. Meat packers said major prob-
lems started when the company was 
privatized in 2007.

On November 2 bread bakers 
reached an agreement with the Sanan-
daj municipality, beating back an at-
tempt to cut their wages and winning 
a slight wage increase. In late Octo-
ber the bakers struck for three hours 
to warn against attempts to cut their 
wages, and issued an ultimatum that 
they would strike for a whole day if 
their demands were not met. Bread is 
the main staple of workers in Iran and 
is heavily subsidized by the govern-
ment.

Ali Najati, the central leader of the 
Haft Tape (Seven Hills) sugar workers 
union in Khuzistan, was arrested and 
taken to prison November 14 to serve 
a six-month term imposed earlier. 
Shortly before, four other members of 
the executive committee of the union 
started serving four- to six-month 
prison sentences.

Ever since the organizing drive 
started for the Haft Tape union, its 
leaders have been harassed and inter-
mittently jailed for union activity.

Reza Rakhsahn, a member of the 
union, told ILNA that more than 1,000 
Haft Tape workers rallied to demand 
their back pay. ILNA pointed out that 
the rally took place after the leaders 
of the union went to jail, indicating 
that the workers are not intimidated.

Continued from front page

Iranian workers fight for back pay, wages

Washington prepares 4th 
round of Iran sanctions

with the agency.” 
The IAEA resolution was sharply 

condemned by a wide spectrum of Ira-
nian bourgeois politicians, both those 
supporting and opposing President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. Opposition 
leader Mir Hossein Mousavi said that if 
Tehran gives in to the IAEA demands, 
“then the hard work of thousands of 
scientists would be ruined.” Mousavi’s 
supporters organized mass demonstra-
tions against the Iranian government 
after he lost the presidential election in 
June.  

Cuba opposes IAeA resolution 
The IAEA resolution was ap-

proved 25-3 by the agency’s board of 
governors. Only the governments of 
Cuba, Venezuela, and Malaysia voted 
against. Six countries—Afghanistan, 
Brazil, Egypt, Pakistan, South Africa, 
and Turkey—abstained. The United 
States, France, Germany, Japan, Unit-
ed Kingdom, India, China, and Russia 
were among those that voted in favor. 

Beijing and Moscow have impor-
tant economic ties with Tehran, and 
have been Washington’s chief obstacle 
in bringing the full weight of the UN 
Security Council to bear against Iran. 
Their vote to censure Iran represents a 
blow for the Iranian government.  

Moscow has an agreement with Teh-
ran to help build the nuclear plant at 
Bushehr. However, completion of the 
plant, originally scheduled for 1999, 
has been delayed again to next year. 
Moscow also has yet to make good on 
its contract to deliver S-300 surface-
to-air missiles to Iran. 

Leading up to the IAEA resolution, 
Tehran had rejected a proposal backed 
by Washington and other imperial-

ist powers to ship about 70 percent 
of its low-enriched uranium to Rus-
sia and France for further enrichment 
and processing into fuel rods. Tehran 
had countered the proposal, aimed at 
controlling the amount of uranium it 
has on hand, with a proposal to carry 
out the swap of its uranium in smaller 
batches after receiving the processed 
material. 

Tehran declared that within two 
months it would begin construction 
of five new enrichment facilities and 
would later build five others in loca-
tions to be determined. Iran’s cabinet 
also said it will consider enriching its 
own uranium from 5 percent—useful 
for power generation—to 20 percent 
for use in its medical research reactor. 
About 90 percent is necessary for a 
nuclear weapon. 

Tehran’s ability to carry through 

with its declared ambition on its own 
is questionable. Less than half of Iran’s 
8,745 centrifuges at Bushehr are op-
erational, according to a November 
IAEA report. The plans for Bushehr 
include 54,000 centrifuges, in the 
range needed to supply a power plant. 
The low-capacity Qom facility has as 
yet no centrifuges. 

Iran’s 20-Year Vision Plan for Eco-
nomic, Social, and Cultural Develop-
ment (2005–2025) projects 20 nuclear 
power plants with 500,000 centrifuges 
producing 20,000 megawatts. This 
would require producing roughly 200 
times the nuclear fuel per year than 
Iran currently has. 

Leading up to the IAEA vote, Teh-
ran conducted large-scale military 
exercises for five days throughout the 
country aimed at preparing for attacks 
against its nuclear facilities. 

Reuters

Inside nuclear power plant in Bushehr, Iran. Plant is under construction with Russian as-
sistance as imperialists mount pressure to halt Iranian nuclear program.

For further reading. . .
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1971 raid on Cuban town, 

one of many U.S. assaults 
Eyewitnesses address Cuban Five meeting

Radio Angulo/Amauris Betancourt
Nancy Pavón, wounded at age 15 in 1971 CIA-organized attack on Cuban village of 
Boca de Samá, speaks at November 22 meeting as part of International Colloquium on 
Cuban Five held in Holguín, Cuba. Others from left: Amaury Torno of Cuban Institute for 
Friendship with the Peoples and author Rodolfo Dávalos.

BY MARTÍN KOPPEL 

AND MARY-ALICE WATERS

BOCA DE SAMÁ, Cuba—Thirty-
eight years after a CIA-organized ter-
ror squad launched a deadly attack 
here, residents of this coastal village 
continue to speak out against Wash-
ington’s ongoing acts of aggression 
targeting the Cuban people and their 
revolution.

Nancy Pavón was 15 years old when 
she was seriously wounded in the 1971 
assault. She told the story of what hap-
pened at a November 22 meeting here 
with three dozen visitors taking part 
in an international conference on the 

-
tionaries unjustly imprisoned in the 
United States. Another 20 or so towns-
people also took part. 

-
cause they were trying to prevent acts 
of terrorism like this one,” Pavón said.

She was referring to Gerardo 
Hernández, Ramón Labañino, An-
tonio Guerrero, Fernando González, 
and René González, who in the 1990s 
entered counterrevolutionary groups 
in South Florida to inform the Cuban 
government of plans for similar at-
tacks against the Cuban people. In 
1998 the U.S. government arrested 
and framed the Cuban Five, as they 
are known internationally, on charges 
of “conspiracy to commit espionage,” 
“conspiracy to commit murder,” and 
other counts. Serving sentences rang-
ing from 15 years to two life sentences 

locked up for more than 11 years.
The visit to Boca de Samá was part 

of the Fifth International Colloquium 
for the Release of the Cuban Five and 
Against Terrorism, held November 
19–22 in the eastern city of Holguín, 
about 40 miles from here. Nearly 200 
people from 45 countries attended that 
gathering, which was sponsored by the 
Cuban Institute for Friendship with 
the Peoples (ICAP). (See article on the 
Holguín conference in last week’s is-
sue.)

delegates divided up into smaller 
groups to visit different towns through-
out Holguín Province to exchange ex-
periences with local residents about 

Cubans. 

CIA-organized assault

Pavón recounted what happened on 
the night of Oct. 12, 1971. Some eight 
to 10 heavily armed counterrevolu-
tionaries landed on the shores of the 

-
cated at the mouth of the Samá River 
on Cuba’s northern coast. Members of 
the revolutionary militia rushed to the 

on the militia members with automatic 
weapons, killing two, Ramón Siam 

wounding another. 
The counterrevolutionaries escaped 

by motorboat, leaving behind a crate 

to use. From the mother ship off the 
coast, they shelled the village, dam-
aging houses and wounding several 
residents. Among them were Nancy 
Pavón and her 13-year-old sister An-

gela, whose home was hit by mortar 

doctors had to amputate her foot, and 
she later required multiple operations. 
Because of that, she recalled, she was 
unable to wear her new pair of shoes 
to her quinceañera (15th birthday) cel-
ebration. 

Cuban working people and their 
leadership mobilized in response to 
the murderous assault. Local residents 
recalled how they organized a rally in 
support of the revolution, addressed by 
Juan Almeida and Armando Hart, cen-
tral leaders of the Cuban Revolution. 

Nancy Pavón was joined at the meet-
ing by her mother and by her sisters 
Angela and Xiomara. Speaking to the 
audience, Xiomara, who at the time of 
the attack was returning from a bri-
gade of volunteer coffee pickers, said, 
“The U.S. government is not capable 
of understanding us. We continue to 

Rodolfo Dávalos, author of United 
States vs. The Cuban Five: A Judicial 
Coverup, also spoke, noting that two 

Cuban Liberation Front, each claimed 
credit for the terror attack. 

daughter of Ramón Siam, were young 
children when their fathers were mur-
dered. They recounted how the terror 
attack changed their lives—both the 
tragedy for their families and their life-
long determination to win justice.

bookkeeper at an elementary school in 
the area, said her father was 24 when 
he was killed. “He was training as a 
border guard,” she said. “He was a 
revolutionary. I grew up following his 
example.”

for justice. Today the U.S. government 

the speakers platform by Irma Sehwer-
ert, mother of René González, and 
Odalys Pérez, whose father Wilfredo 
Pérez was the pilot of a Cuban airplane 
that was downed over Barbados in 

-
lutionaries detonated a bomb they had 
placed on board. All 73 passengers 
and crew members were killed. Pérez 

noted that the U.S. government has not 
prosecuted those responsible for the 
deaths, including Orlando Bosch and 
Luis Posada Carriles, who still walk 
the streets of Miami.

Among those who spoke in the dis-
cussion period was Ninoska Coronado 
Lira, from Tarija, Bolivia, who togeth-
er with her mother Hortensia Lira was 
participating in the Holguín confer-
ence on the Cuban Five. She explained 
that she is the daughter of Benjamín 
Coronado, one of the Bolivian com-

guerrilla column led by Ernesto Che 
Guevara in Bolivia. Coronado, who 
used Benjamín as his nom de guerre, 

military campaign. 

Afterward, a visit to the history mu-
seum in Boca de Samá was organized 
with the assistance of local historian 

-
ments the history of the area, from the 
original Taíno Indian communities to 

against Spanish colonial rule in that re-
gion, and how after independence the 
area became the property of the United 
Fruit Company, which owned the large 
banana plantations there. The displays 
also depicted how in that region the 
Rebel Army’s Second Eastern Front, 
commanded by Raúl Castro, led the 

Batista dictatorship. 

Revolution had brought many changes 
to Boca de Samá since 1971, when 

reliable source of electricity or other 
basic facilities. Today, while still a 
small community of 150 inhabitants, 
all homes have electricity and run-
ning water, and there is an elementary 

-
ter, and the history museum.

Nancy Pavón told the visitors that 
she and many other Boca de Samá 
residents have joined the international 
campaign for the release of the Cuban 
Five. Following a recent Cuban radio 
broadcast of an interview with Pavón 
that Ramón Labañino listened to from 
his prison cell, he sent her a message 
saying that if the actions of the Cuban 
Five helped prevent a single other hu-
man being from being injured as she 
was, their efforts were worth it.

For further reading . . .

Order from distributors on page 10 or PathfinderPress.com
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Cuban youth: ‘We are ones who will improve socialism’

Militant/Jacob Perasso

November 27 march by university and high school students in Havana to honor eight medical students executed on this day in 1871 by 
Spanish colonial regime. Related event paid tribute to black Cubans who died trying to free medical students.

BY JaCoB Perasso 
anD MarTín KoPPel

HAVANA, November 27—More 
than 15,000 university and high 
school youth held a spirited march 
here today honoring eight medical 
students executed by the Spanish 
colonial regime on this date in 1871. 
Joined by neighborhood residents, the 
march proceeded from the historic 
steps at the entrance to the University 
of Havana, down San Lázaro Street, 
to a monument dedicated to the slain 
students. 

The march, an annual event high-
lighting a key chapter in Cuba’s his-
tory of revolutionary struggles, was 
organized by the University Students 
Federation (FEU), Federation of High 
School Students, and Union of Young 
Communists.

The colonial authorities falsely ac-
cused the eight medical students—
youths between the ages of 16 and 
21—of desecrating the grave of a 
Spanish writer loyal to the crown. 
Their execution by firing squad was 
an attempt to terrorize and quell the 
widespread support for independence 
among young Cubans at that time. In 
fact, the killings only fueled popular 
anger against Spanish colonial rule.

On that same day in 1871, five 
black Cubans, armed with rifles, were 
killed as they attempted to rescue the 
medical students from Spanish sol-
diers. (An article from the November 
26 issue of the Cuban daily Granma 
recounting the events of 1871 will 
appear in the next issue of the Mili-
tant.) The five belonged to an Abakuá 
group, a secret society organized by 
blacks—both free and enslaved—to 
defend themselves and protect their 
culture in face of slavery and colonial 
rule. One of the five was an hermano 
de leche (“milk brother”—nursed by 
the same woman) of one of the eight 
students. 

A public commemoration of the 
Abakuá martyrs—the first such 
broadly sponsored commemoration 
in Cuba—was also held November 
27. It was called by the Union of Writ-
ers and Artists, FEU, and a number 
of other organizations. Addressing 
the student marchers at the foot of the 
university steps, FEU president Glad-
ys Gutiérrez noted that the Cuban 
people, through their socialist revolu-
tion, have gained control of their des-
tiny. “These streets, like those of all 
of Cuba, have owners: they are ours,” 
she said.

The new generations in Cuba today 
“have many reasons to continue the 
revolution and maintain socialism,” 
Gutiérrez added. “The shortages, 
things we lack, and imperfections, ac-
knowledged by the leadership of our 
country, will not be resolved under 
any other system, nor through inter-
vention against the sovereignty of our 
country of any kind,” she said. “We 
are the ones who will improve social-
ism ourselves, here in Cuba.” 

After Gutiérrez’s remarks, students 
poured down the university steps, 
chanting slogans and waving banners 
from their schools—University of 
Havana, Enrique José Varona Teacher 
Training Institute, Higher Institute of 
Industrial Design, University of Tech-
nical Science, and numerous other 
universities and high schools.

Venezuela book fair shows thirst for politics
BY rÓGer Calero

CARACAS, Venezuela—More 
than 80,000 people visited the Fifth 
Venezuela International Book Fair 
here November 13–22. They browsed 
and purchased books and other pub-
lications from the more than 200 ex-
hibitors, from 14 different countries, 
represented at this annual cultural 
event. 

The fair featured more than 400 fo-
rums, book presentations, conferenc-
es, concerts, movies, and educational 
activities. 

“Books about history and poli-
tics are the most sold, according to 
the daily surveys,” said Héctor Soto, 
Venezuela’s minister of culture, at 
the closing of the fair. “Something is 
happening with people, that is mak-
ing them buy books about history and 
politics,” he said.

An indication of the interest re-
ferred to by Soto was the many dis-
cussions between visitors and volun-
teers at the Pathfinder Press stand. A 
total of 417 copies of New Interna-
tional, a magazine of Marxist politics 
and theory, were sold in Spanish and 
English. They featured the articles 
“Capitalism’s Long Hot Winter Has 
Begun”; “Imperialism’s March toward 
Fascism and War”; and “Revolution, 
Internationalism, and Socialism: The 
Last Year of Malcolm X.” 

Participants in the fair also bought 
dozens of copies of the Spanish edi-
tion of The First and Second Decla-
rations of Havana, The Communist 
Manifesto, The Working Class and 
the Transformation of Learning, and 
Is Socialist Revolution in the U.S. 
Possible? 

Some of the visitors to the Path-
finder stand, who knew the publish-
ing house from previous fairs, were 
particularly interested in discussing 
the course undertaken by the new 
U.S. administration. 

Many who held illusions in then 
recently elected President Barack 

Obama wanted to discuss the exten-
sion of the war in Afghanistan and 
Pakistan, the so-called health-care 
reform proposals, and the incapacity 
of the U.S. government to turn around 
the deepening economic crisis despite 
billions poured into capitalist institu-
tions, among other issues. 

effects of world capitalist crisis
During the fair, the Central Bank 

of Venezuela (BCV) reported that the 
country’s economy had contracted by 
4.5 percent in the third quarter, of-
ficially putting Venezuela in an eco-
nomic recession. 

The BCV reported that oil revenues 
dropped by 9.5 percent this last peri-
od dragging along other sectors of the 
economy. Manufacturing shrank by 
9.2 percent; mining by 18.3 percent; 
transportation by 11.1 percent; and 
retail sales, 11.5 percent, according to 
the central bank. 

Many of the fair’s visitors pointed 
to the rampant inflation, annualized at 
29 percent, which eats up the income 
of workers and retirees. Some blamed 
the big capitalist corporations who 
have control of food production and 
distribution. 

example of the Cuban revolution
The fair was dedicated this year to 

Bolivia, as the honored country, and 
José Luis Briceño Guerrero, the hon-
ored Venezuelan writer. It also paid 
tribute to Haydée Santamaría, and 
the 50th anniversary of the Cuban 
publishing house Casa de las Améri-
cas. 

Santamaría was a founder of Casa 
de las Américas when it was cre-
ated a few months after the January 
1959 revolutionary victory against the 
U.S.-backed dictatorship of Fulgencio 
Batista. 

Santamaría also took part in the 
1953 assault on the Moncada bar-
racks, which opened the revolutionary 
struggle led by the July 26 Movement 

and Rebel Army under the leadership 
of Fidel Castro. She later also under-
took extensive responsibilities in the 
revolutionary war. 

“Casa de las Américas was a cul-
tural project that went from intentions 
to actions,” said Roberto Zurbano, di-
rector of Casa de las Américas pub-
lishing collection, at a program dur-
ing the fair hosted by the ALBA Cul-
tural Fund. He highlighted that along 
with Casa de las Américas, the new 
government established the national 
film institute, the national ballet, and 
the national printshop, among the 
first institutions created by the Cuban 
Revolution. 

Joining Zurbano on the panel were 
the well-known Venezuelan writers 
Laura Antillano and Humberto Mata, 
both of whom have served as jurors 
in the prestigious literary contest or-
ganized by Casa de las Américas ev-
ery year for writers from across Latin 
America and the Caribbean.

Another highlight of the book fair 
was the presentation of the documen-
tary Saharawi, Africa’s Last Colony 
directed by Carlos Azpúrua. The film 
documents the struggle by the people 
of Western Sahara against foreign 
domination of their land. A former 
colony of Spain, the country, located 
in northwestern Africa, continues to 
be occupied by Morocco, with the 
support of French and U.S. imperial-
ism.

Michell Bonnefoy, vice president 
of the National Book Center, said that 
in addition to the 80,000 visitors to 
the Caracas chapter of the fair, some 
60,000 others visited the fair during 
its stops in other cities. 

He called special attention to the 
thousands of visitors to the Children’s 
Pavilion, and the Librerías del Sur 
(Bookstores of the South) stand where 
4,000 people purchased books, taking 
advantage of the low prices offered 
by the Venezuelan publishing house 
El Perro y la Rana.
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ist free competition by capitalist mo-
nopoly. Free competition is the basic 
feature of capitalism, and of commod-
ity production generally; monopoly is 
the exact opposite of free competi-
tion, but we have seen the latter be-
ing transformed into monopoly before 
our eyes, creating large-scale industry 
and forcing out small industry, replac-
ing large-scale by still larger-scale 
industry, and carrying concentration 
of production and capital to the point 
where out of it has grown and is grow-
ing monopoly: cartels, syndicates and 
trusts, and merging with them, the 
capital of a dozen or so banks, which 
manipulate thousands of millions. At 
the same time the monopolies, which 
have grown out of free competition, 
do not eliminate the latter, but exist 
above it and alongside it, and thereby 
give rise to a number of very acute, 
intense antagonisms, frictions and 
conflicts. Monopoly is the transition 
from capitalism to a higher system. 

If it were necessary to give the brief-
est possible definition of imperialism 
we should have to say that imperial-
ism is the monopoly stage of capital-
ism. Such a definition would include 
what is most important, for, on the 
one hand, finance capital is the bank 
capital of a few very big monopolist 
banks, merged with the capital of the 
monopolist associations of industrial-

ists; and, on the other hand, the divi-
sion of the world is the transition from 
a colonial policy which has extended 
without hindrance to territories un-
seized by any capitalist power, to a 
colonial policy of monopolist pos-
session of the territory of the world, 
which has been completely divided 
up. 

But very brief definitions, although 
convenient, for they sum up the main 
points, are nevertheless inadequate, 
since we have to deduce from them 
some especially important features 
of the phenomenon that has to be de-
fined. And so, without forgetting the 
conditional and relative value of all 
definitions in general, which can nev-
er embrace all the concatenations of a 
phenomenon in its full development, 
we must give a definition of imperi-
alism that will include the following 
five of its basic features: 

(1) the concentration of production 
and capital has developed to such a 
high stage that it has created monopo-
lies which play a decisive role in eco-
nomic life; (2) the merging of bank 
capital with industrial capital, and the 
creation, on the basis of this “finance 
capital,” of a financial oligarchy; (3) 
the export of capital as distinguished 
from the export of commodities ac-
quires exceptional importance; (4) the 
formation of international monopolist 

capitalist associations which share the 
world among themselves, and (5) the 
territorial division of the whole world 
among the biggest capitalist powers is 
completed. Imperialism is capitalism 
at that stage of development at which 
the dominance of monopolies and fi-
nance capital is established; in which 
the export of capital has acquired pro-
nounced importance; in which the di-
vision of the world among the interna-
tional trusts has begun, in which the 
division of all territories of the globe 
among the biggest capitalist powers 
has been completed. 

We shall see later that imperialism 
can and must be defined differently if 
we bear in mind not only the basic, 
purely economic concepts—to which 
the above definition is limited—but 
also the historical place of this stage 
of capitalism in relation to capitalism 
in general, or the relation between 
imperialism and the two main trends 
in the working-class movement. The 
thing to be noted at this point is that 
imperialism, as interpreted above, un-
doubtedly represents a special stage 
in the development of capitalism. . . . 

In the matter of defining imperial-
ism, however, we have to enter into 
controversy, primarily, with Karl 
Kautsky, the principal Marxist theo-
retician of the epoch of the so-called 
Second International—that is, of the 
twenty-five years between 1889 and 
1914. The fundamental ideas ex-
pressed in our definition of imperial-
ism were very resolutely attacked by 
Kautsky in 1915, and even in Novem-
ber 1914, when he said that imperial-
ism must not be regarded as a “phase” 
or stage of economy, but as a policy, a 
definite policy “preferred” by finance 
capital; that imperialism must not be 
“identified” with “present-day capi-
talism”; that if imperialism is to be 
understood to mean “all the phenom-
ena of present-day capitalism”—car-
tels, protection, the domination of the 
financiers, and colonial policy—then 
the question as to whether imperial-
ism is necessary to capitalism be-
comes reduced to the “flattest tautol-
ogy,” because, in that case, “imperial-
ism is naturally a vital necessity for 
capitalism,” and so on. 

V.I. Lenin (center) with Leon Trotsky to his left, at time of the Russian Revolution in 1917. One 
year earlier in Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capitalism Lenin explained the economic es-
sence of the imperialist system, necessary for understanding modern wars and politics. 

bY V.I. LENIN
Imperialism emerged as the de-

velopment and direct continuation 
of the fundamental characteristics 
of capitalism in general. But capital-
ism only became capitalist imperial-
ism at a definite and very high stage 
of its development, when certain of 
its fundamental characteristics began 
to change into their opposites, when 
the features of the epoch of transition 
from capitalism to a higher social and 
economic system had taken shape and 
revealed themselves in all spheres. 
Economically, the main thing in this 
process is the displacement of capital-
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more on their mortgage balances than their houses 
are worth.  

Working people renting apartments are feeling the 
impact of the crisis as well, with wealthy owners of 
apartment buildings defaulting on their loans. In the 
Bronx, New York, for example, the real estate invest-
ment company Ocelot Capital Group bought about 
two dozen buildings in 2006 and 2007. Ten of them 
the following year were on the city’s list of most di-
lapidated rental properties. With the owner defaulting 
on loan payments last winter, living conditions there 
have gone from bad to unbearable.  

Alfredo Martinez, 35, a truck driver who lives 
in one of these buildings, “has stretched a garden 
hose from his kitchen to bring water to flush the 
toilet; plastered his disintegrated walls, adding 
metal screens to stop mice from chewing through; 
and repaired the ceiling twice after a leak caused it 
to cave in,” the Post reported.  

The number of New York apartment units “in 
buildings at risk of default because of upside down 
loans—in which the property is worth less than 
is owed on the loan—could range from 50,000 to 
100,000,” according to the Post.  

Dubai can’t meet debt payments
In another development, the government of 

Dubai announced November 25 that it needed a 
six-month deferment on interest payments on the 
$59 billion debt owed by the government-owned 
investment company Dubai World and its real es-
tate subsidiary Nakheel. On December 14, $3.5 
billion in Nakheel bonds will come due. The an-
nouncement sent shock waves through capitalist 
markets worldwide.  

Dubai World is one of the world’s largest in-
vestment groups. The tens of billions of dollars it 
borrowed in a four-year construction boom were 
aimed at transforming the city-state into one of the 
world’s financial centers. Its flashy projects includ-
ed not just building office towers and hotels, but 
an indoor ski slope and a man-made island shaped 
like a palm tree.  

Among the largest lenders to Dubai are banks in 
the United Kingdom. The Royal Bank of Scotland, 
Standard Chartered, Barclays, and HSBC are owed 
more than $30 billion, according to a J.P. Morgan 
report. The largest lender from the United States is 
Citigroup, with a debt estimated at $1.9 billion.  

The threat of default goes beyond Dubai. “The 
Greek government is grappling with a fiscal crisis, 
and several Eastern European governments increas-
ingly appear in perilous financial shape, including 
Hungary, Poland, and the Baltic states,” noted the 
Post. “Western European banks have lent heavily 
in those nations, meaning any collapse could send 
tremors across the continent.”  

Rising interest payments on U.S. debt
Meanwhile, interest payments on U.S. debt to 

wealthy bondholders are projected to rise rapidly. 
With the national debt now topping $12 trillion, in-
terest payments will exceed $700 billion a year in 
2019, up from $202 billion this year, according to 
White House estimates.  

A forecast by the Congressional Budget Office 
says that total interest payments over the next de-
cade will come to $4.8 trillion, more than half of 
the projected $9 trillion in debt the government is 
expected to build up over the next decade.  

As debts become due the government rolls them 
over, borrowing additional funds—most likely at 
higher interest rates to pay back lenders. A Trea-
sury borrowing advisory committee reported in 
early November that “approximately 40 percent of 
the debt will need to be refinanced in less than one 
year,” reported CNNMoney.com.  
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and focusing more on al-Qaeda bases in Pakistan and 
less on Taliban groups in Afghanistan. 

Conservative columnist George Will put forward a 
similar view. 

Many Republicans, however, and some lead-
ing Democrats in Congress came out in support of 
McChrystal’s request. 

Criticism for ‘foot-dragging’
Obama came under stiff criticism by conservatives 

for “foot-dragging” on making a decision. On De-
cember 1 former vice president Richard Cheney com-
plained that the delays have consequences for forces 
in the field. “Every time he delays, defers, debates, 
changes his position, it begins to raise questions: Is the 
commander in chief really behind what they’ve been 
asked to do?” 

Much of the discussion after Obama’s troop an-
nouncement focused on his timetable for beginning 
withdrawal.

“Setting a deadline—so long as it is not set in 
stone—is a sound idea,” the New York Times said in 
an editorial.  

“We support Mr. Obama’s decision,” the Wall 
Street Journal stated. But the conservative daily said 
Obama’s “early exit underscores our larger concern 
about his own war diffidence.” 

The assessment presented by McChrystal proposed 
imitating aspects of the successful tactics Washington 
used in Iraq that allowed it to cobble together a some-
what stable capitalist regime, win over major sections 
of groups that had previously supported armed insur-
gents, kill or arrest large numbers of those who could 
not be won over, and build up the Iraqi army and po-
lice as effective fighting forces. 

A key element in Iraq was the “surge,” when for-
mer president George W. Bush sent 30,000 additional 
troops in just a few months that took advantage of a 
weakening insurgency and dealt it a series of major 
blows. 

Legacy of imperialist domination
Afghanistan is not the same as Iraq. It does not have 

the same level of social development and class struc-
ture. 

Although the population size is similar, 28.4 million 

people in Afghanistan and close to 30 million in Iraq, 
Iraq is much more industrialized with a modern capi-
talist class structure. Iraq has oil and other resources 
of significant interest to the U.S. and other imperialists 
as well as Iraqi capitalists. 

About 70 percent of Iraqis live in urban areas. In 
Afghanistan 75 percent live in the countryside, where 
social relations similar to those that existed 100 years 
ago still prevail.  

U.S. forces in Afghanistan have attempted to 
win some lower-ranking Taliban fighters to the 
U.S.-backed side. While Muhammad Akram Kha-
palwak, administrator for Kabul’s Peace and Rec-
onciliation Commission, claims that some 9,000 
Taliban have turned in their weapons and accepted 
an amnesty, there have been no reports of any sig-
nificant group of former insurgents taking up arms 
against the Taliban. 

The U.S. military was able to turn the tide in Iraq 
when a substantial section of Sunni capitalists cut 
funding and combat logistics for insurgent forces 
and raised a militia of thousands to aid the occupying 
troops. 

A central part of U.S. strategy already being 
carried out is to accelerate the training of the Af-
ghan army and police. Since occupying Afghani-
stan eight years ago, Washington has succeeded in 
building up the Afghan forces to 82,000 soldiers 
and 134,000 police. But they have shown little 
fighting capacity. 

Help from NATO?
It’s unlikely that Washington will get much more 

help from its NATO allies. Aside from London, which 
has agreed to add 500 more troops to its 9,000 soldiers 
already stationed in Afghanistan —the second largest 
NATO contingent—only the governments of Poland, 
Slovakia, Turkey, Georgia, South Korea, and Monte-
negro have expressed any willingness to send more 
troops. 

The fourth largest NATO contingent is from France 
with some 3,000 troops. In mid-October President 
Nicolas Sarkozy told Le Figaro that “France will not 
send a single soldier more.” 

The third-largest contingent, about 4,300 troops, is 
from Germany. But the German troops rarely engage 
in major combat operations or fight at night.

they are in fundamental agreement with the “war on 
terror,” a perspective of decades of military clashes 
as the U.S. ruling class seeks to compete with rival 
capitalists abroad for markets in the midst of a sharp, 
worldwide economic contraction. 

The U.S. capitalist rulers are facing the deepest cri-
sis of their system in decades. This is at the root of 
the Obama administration’s “dithering” and “delays.” 
It registers the awareness by the rulers of the grow-
ing vulnerability of their system and their lack of con-
fidence in finding a decisive course forward against 
the world’s toilers. Accelerating war is the only course 
they can offer. 

While Obama talks about “winding down” the war 
in Afghanistan, 115,000 U.S. troops remain in Iraq. 
Washington is threatening Iran and North Korea with 
more crippling sanctions. Working people should also 
demand: Hands off Iran and North Korea! 

Class-conscious workers should be encouraged by 
the protests by workers in Iran for back pay in wages 
and in defense of unions. These actions help stay the 
hands of the imperialist aggressors against Iran and are 
an essential step in working people winning the politi-
cal space necessary to chart a road forward against the 
dead-end course of Iran’s capitalist rulers. 

Obama’s announcement of the escalation of the war 
in Afghanistan was met with protests in several cit-
ies across the country. Such actions deserve whole-
hearted support. But protests alone, however large and 
determined, will not stop imperialist wars. To do that, 
working people must join in a worldwide struggle to 
take political power and use it to overturn the dictator-
ship of capital root and branch.  

Obama in the war in Afghanistan—sending 30,000 
more troops and continuing the U.S. war there through 
at least July 2011. Former vice president Richard 
Cheney accused Obama of projecting “weakness” and 
charged that his delay in coming to a decision under-
mines the confidence of the troops. 

Vice President Joseph Biden has opposed sending 
the additional troops, proposing instead increased use 
of bombings from aerial drones, Special Forces opera-
tions to kill al-Qaeda and Taliban leaders, and press-
ing Pakistan to crack down on Taliban bases along its 
border. 

Rep. John Murtha, Democrat from Pennsylvania, 
laments that there is not much that opponents of the 
war in Congress can do to stop the escalation. He has 
predicted that Congress would pass a $40 billion war-
financing bill early next year to pay for the deploy-
ments, reported Fox News. This would be consistent 
with the bipartisan votes in Congress for funding the 
war during the George Bush administration.  

Arizona senator John McCain, defeated by Obama 
in the 2008 presidential elections, criticized the pres-
ident’s plan to begin withdrawal of U.S. troops from 
Afghanistan in July 2011. “We don’t want to sound an 
uncertain trumpet to our friends in the region,” Mc-
Cain said. 

Others, like Sen. Carl Levin, Democrat from Mich-
igan, emphasized the withdrawal date, saying the goal 
needs to be to accelerate the transition to Afghan re-
sponsibility. 

Whatever tactical differences these capitalist politi-
cians may have with the White House on Afghanistan, 
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