
·  AUSTRALIA $1.50  ·   canada $1.00  ·  france 1.00 euro   ·   new zealand $1.50  ·  sweden kr10  ·  uk £.50  ·  u.s. $1.00

A SOCIALIST NEWSWEEKLY PUBLISHED IN THE INTERESTS OF WORKING PEOPLE			     vol. 71/no. 46    December 10, 2007

INSIDE
Quebec immigration debate 

targets Muslim, other workers
— PAGE 5

Thirst for culture and ideas 
marks Venezuela book fair  
Pathfinder book presentations, sales 
contribute to heightened political debate

‘Jail the killer cops!’
Demand protesters in Miami after 
police kill 4 Black men in 3 weeks

Report: safety 
agency failed 
to inspect 
107 coal mines

Anti-imperialist 
students from 
across Americas 
meet in Ecuador

Baghdad and 
Kurdish gov’t 
in conflict over 
oil contracts

BY BERNIE SENTER
MIAMI—Four killings by police 

in 19 days have sparked a series of 
protest demonstrations and meetings 
here. Gracia “BG” Beaugris, 19; Rog-
er Brown, 40; Michael Knight, 21; and 
Frisco Blackwood, 21, were killed in 
three separate incidents. Three of 
the men were Haitian American; the 
fourth was African American.

A crowd of 150 rallied at a local po-
lice station November 24 to demand 

justice. Demonstrators held banners 
that declared, “Jail the Killer Cops” 
and “1 Month = 4 Killed.” A dozen 
pallbearers carried mock coffins rep-
resenting the four men. The protesters 
were greeted by honking horns from 
passing cars and buses. Numerous 
family members came to the rally, 
which was held after the funeral of 
two of the victims.

“The cops executed, murdered these 

BY sam manuel
WASHINGTON—Iraq’s oil minis-

try has declared all contracts signed 
between the semiautonomous Kurd-
istan Regional Government (KRG) 
and international oil companies to be 
illegal. Officials of the KRG have re-
sponded defiantly that they will con-
tinue to sign new contracts. 

Meanwhile in Washington, Demo-
crats approved $50 billion for the wars 
in Afghanistan and Iraq in the House 
of Representatives November 14. The 
bill was blocked in the Senate by Re-
publicans. 

Ten days after the vote the U.S. mili-
tary announced that 5,000 troops will 
be withdrawn from Iraq as a result of 
improved security in the country. 

Tensions between Baghdad and the 
KRG sharpened November 12 after 
the Kurds announced the signing of 
five new contracts with international 
oil companies without Baghdad’s ap-
proval. Iraq’s oil minister, Hussein 
Sharistani, threatened that compa-
nies that signed the contracts could be 
barred from operating in Iraq. 

The dispute with the KRG is one fac-
tor in the Iraqi government’s inability to 
pass a national oil law. Disagreement be-
tween competing Shiite and Sunni capi-
talists over how to regulate the sharing 
of oil revenues is also involved. Such a  

BY Ernest Mailhot
CHICAGO—A federal government 

report issued November 16 states that 
the Mine Safety and Health Adminis-
tration (MSHA) did not carry out le-
gally required inspections last year at 
107 underground mines in the United 
States, workplaces employing a total 
of 7,500 miners. There are 731 under-
ground coal mines in the country. 

Among the mines cited was the 
Crandall Canyon mine in Utah, where 
six miners were killed in a roof col-
lapse in August and three more died 
days later in a rescue operation that 

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 9

By Emily Paul 
and Jacob Perasso

QUITO, Ecuador—About 2,600 stu-
dents and other youth from across Latin 
America and the Caribbean gathered 
here November 12–17 for the 15th con-
gress of the Continental Organization 
of Latin American and Caribbean Stu-
dents (OCLAE). Held under the theme 
“Latin America United Will Triumph,” 
the event discussed the fight against im-
perialist domination and the role of stu-
dents in this struggle. It also marked the 
40th anniversary of the assassination of 
Ernesto Che Guevera, the Argentine-
born leader of the Cuban Revolution. 

In addition to the 2,200 Ecuadoran 
youth who attended the congress at one 
point or another, conference organizers 
reported that 412 delegates came from 
other countries. The largest international 
delegations were made up of about 300 
from Colombia, 50 from Venezuela, and 
25 from Cuba. The event was sponsored 
by the Federation of University Students 
of Ecuador (FEUE) and other student 
organizations here. 

“I came to exchange ideas and to get 
to know the necessities of other coun-

‘Militant’ Fund 
raises $100,525!

BY Olympia Newton
CARACAS, Venezuela—“The book 

fair has been a great education for 
me,” said Venezuelan novelist Laura 
Antillano, at the closing event of the 
Third Venezuela International Book 
Fair, which took place here November 
9–18. “I learned a lot about different 
political processes past, present, and fu-
ture.” Antillano was the writer to whom 
this year’s fair was dedicated. 

Organizers report that nearly one mil-
lion books were on display or for sale 
at the 10-day event. Publishing houses 
from 25 countries participated, as did 
263 international guests.  

The largest international delegation 
came from Argentina, the country of 
honor this year. Argentina was repre-
sented by some 124 writers and artists 
who made presentations and performed 
throughout the fair. Other sizeable 
delegations came from Cuba and the 
United States. Some 22 writers and po-
litical activists, mostly from the United 
States, spoke as part of the five-day run-
ning forum on the fair’s central theme, 
“United States: A possible revolution.” 

The political questions posed by that 
topic filtered through every aspect of the 
fair. (See articles in last two issues of the 
Militant.)  

Every day there were book presenta-
tions, dance performances, film show-
ings, concerts, and art workshops—
more than 800 events in all. A children’s 
tent hosted programs for schoolchildren 
to read together and write stories. Night-
ly tango classes in honor of Argentina 

Continued on page 7

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 4

BY SAM MANUEL 
WASHINGTON—Congratulations 

to all the readers and supporters of the 
Militant. In the eighth and final week of 
a $100,000 fund campaign, we received 
about $21,000, bringing the grand total 
of moneys in hand to $100,525. 

We expect to go still further over the 
top as more contributions arrive. All do-
nations received by November 28 will be 
counted in the final scoreboard, which 
will be printed in next week’s issue. 

Supporters of the Militant in Canada 
surpassed their goal by nearly $2,000. 
In San Francisco, partisans of the so-
cialist newsweekly raised their goal by 
$500 heading into the last week, and 
say they expect to go well over their 
new goal of $11,500. 

In Newark, New Jersey, supporters 
of the Militant raised nearly $300 above 
their quota of $3,500, reported local 
fund director Brian Williams. Among 
the 32 individuals contributing to the 
fund in that city were several workers 
at a garment plant in Elizabeth, New 
Jersey. A worker at a meatpacking plant 
where socialists distribute the Militant 
contributed $25. An activist who attend-

Continued on page 2

Crandall Canyon mine in Utah was not in-
spected by mine safety agency last year, ac-
cording to government report. Six miners 
were killed there in an August roof collapse. 

Militant/Bernie Senter

Marchers in Miami demand justice November 24 for four men recently killed by police
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Latin America, Caribbean: for one-year 

tries and to look for solutions,” Isaac Ja-
come, a law student from the University 
of Cuenca in Ecuador, said in an inter-
view. 

A range of political questions were 
discussed and debated at workshops and 
plenary sessions. Workshops were held 
on topics such as “Women in Society,” 
“Experiences in the Fight Against Im-
perialism,” and “Socialism: Utopia or 
Reality.”

Several cultural events took place as 
part of the conference. The Federation 
of University Students (FEU) of Cuba 
organized a book presentation of Cien 
Horas con Fidel (One Hundred Hours 
with Fidel), a book-length interview 
with Cuban president Fidel Castro by 
French journalist Ignacio Ramonet. 

One of the workshops was on “Social 
Movements and Their Historic Fight 
for a Better World: A Vision from the 
Student Movement.” Several delegates 
there spoke about the role youth and 
students can play in the struggle against 
imperialism. One of them, a member of 
the Popular Front of Ecuador, pointed to 
the mobilizations of workers and youth 
that led to the 2006 nationalization of 

U.S.-owned Occidental Petroleum.
Students from Colombia spoke about 

opposition to the repressive measures 
the U.S.-backed Uribe government is 
taking against workers and farmers in 
the guise of “fighting terrorism.” 

José Abril Viscaya, a student from 
Venezuela, pointed out that “not all stu-
dents seek to be a part of social move-
ments against imperialism.” He noted 
that in Venezuela today, some univer-
sity students, many of whom are on 
track to be part of the better-off middle 
classes, are aligning themselves with the 
pro-imperialist opposition against the 
government headed by President Hugo 
Chávez. He said right-wing students 
had recently set fires at the University of 
Caracas and tried to blame pro-govern-
ment students.

Participants in the OCLAE congress 
held two marches through the streets 
of Quito. They carried signs and ban-
ners representing the different student 
organizations. At the end of one of the 
marches, a rally was addressed by a 
member of the Federation of University 
Students of Colombia, a member of the 
Young Socialists from the United States, 
and Irma González, daughter of one 

of five Cuban political 
prisoners in the United 
States known as the Cu-
ban Five. She voiced the 
demands of OCLAE in 
demanding the release 
of the five. 

The conference con-
cluded with the approval 
of a final declaration of 
resolutions. The resolu-
tions included demands 
for freedom for the Cu-
ban Five, independence 
for Puerto Rico, an end 

to the U.S. embargo against Cuba, and 
solidarity with Venezuela in face of 
Washington’s hostility. 

One of the topics of discussion 
throughout the OCLAE congress was 
the political situation in Ecuador since 
President Rafael Correa took office in 
January. Correa was elected with broad 
working-class support based on prom-
ises to improve living conditions and 
bring about “21st century socialism.” 
He promoted the election of a 134-mem-
ber constituent assembly, with powers 
to modify the constitution, as a way to 
make these changes.   

Discussion on Correa government
A number of Ecuadoran youth at 

the OCLAE congress cited actions by 
the Correa government they hope will 
lead to fundamental changes benefiting 
workers and peasants.  These include 
increases in government spending for 
education and health care, cash relief for 

the poorest sections of working people, 
and subsidies for housing, fuel, and oth-
er essentials.

Luis Aynuca, an iron ore worker from 
Latacunga, Cotopaxi province, told the 
Militant Correa defends the expropria-
tion of Occidental Petroleum, carried 
out originally by his predecessor Al-
fredo Palacio. 

Henrry Calazacón, director of cul-
ture and tourism of the Tsa’Chila people 
in the town of Santo Domingo de los 
Tsa’Chilas, 60 miles from Quito, said 
it remains to be seen if the government 
will act decisively in the interests of in-
digenous peoples, such as the Tsa’Chila, 
who make up 25 percent of Ecuador’s 
population. Earlier this year Calazacón 
helped lead three 10,000-strong mobi-
lizations that shut down the Santo Do-
mingo area and won more autonomy in 
the form of a new province, renamed 
Santo Domingo de los Tsa’Chilas in the 
largely indigenous region. 

Killing by cop sparks protests in Canada

VANCOUVER, British Columbia—More than 1,000 people demonstrated 
here November 24 to protest the cop killing of Robert Dziekanski at the 
Vancouver airport. The Polish immigrant neither resisted nor provoked 
police. Nevertheless, he was zapped at least twice by Tasers administer-
ing 50,000 volts and then jumped on by three cops who held him face 
down with their knees on his head and neck until he stopped breathing. A 
video of the assault was taken by a bystander and then shown around the 
world, provoking widespread outrage. Protest demonstrations also took 
place November 24 in Victoria and Toronto. 

—Steve Penner

Continued from front page
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Students from across the Americas attended November 12–
17 OCLAE congress in Quito, Ecuador, where they exchanged 
experiences in struggles against imperialist domination.
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Miami actions protest string of killings by cops

Housing market slump
hits construction workers

 100 workers killed in Ukraine mine blast

Associated Press/Sergei Chuzavkov

Miners walk outside the Zasyadko coal mine in eastern Ukraine a day 
after a methane explosion killed 100 workers there. The blast, which oc-
curred November 18 about 3,300 feet underground, was likely caused by 
a combination of defective electrical equipment and explosive levels of 
methane gas. Four similar explosions at the same mine killed a total of 137 
between 1999 and 2006. Since 1991, more than 4,700 miners in Ukraine 
been killed on the job as a result of unsafe conditions. On average, three 
miners are killed for every 1 million tons of coal extracted. 

—Doug Nelson

young Black men,” Debbie Ferguson 
told the crowd. “Then they make up 
lies to cover up their tracks. My brother 
was also murdered by the cops and they 
covered it up. We all need to stand to-
gether.” Ferguson is organizing a rally 
in December in Fort Pierce, where her 
brother was killed.

Maizelyn Reid, mother of Frisco 
Blackwood, said, “You have the mur-
ders [by the police]. Then you have the 
silent murders when they cover it up. I 
need answers. I need justice.”

Marleine Bastien from Haitian Wom-

en of Miami told demonstrators, “They 
are building a case to make you believe 
they weren’t human beings. That they 
aren’t worth living. We know their 
games. They do it over and over and over 
again. The only way it won’t change is if 
we give up.”

On October 30 a vigil was held here 
to demand justice for Beaugris, shot to 
death by a cop as he and his brother were 
walking home from the laundromat. Of-
ficer Christopher Villano claims he shot 
the youth after Beaugris tried to reach 
for the cop’s gun. 

On November 7 school and Miami-

Continued from front page

BY cindy jaquith
The slump in the U.S. housing con-

struction industry, along with rising 
costs of fuel, food, and other essentials 
are increasing the squeeze on working 
people. 

With home prices continuing to de-
cline, construction companies have cut 
back on home building, leading to the 
loss of some 124,000 construction jobs 
since September 2006, according to the 
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. Among 
those most affected are immigrant day 
laborers. 

The New York Sun interviewed day 
laborers in Queens in November. Luis 
Pérez, originally from Ecuador, said 
some weeks he only gets one day’s 
work. He and others used to make $100 
to $120 a day doing construction, but 
now such jobs are scarce and employers 
frequently pay them only $50 to $60. 
Some demolition jobs pay only $30 a 
day. Enrique Ortíz, born in Mexico, 
told the Sun that some day laborers he 
knows have become homeless because 
they can no longer afford to pay rent. 

The Financial Times reported that 
the drop in wages and hours worked by 
Mexican immigrants in the U.S. con-
struction industry is having a big effect 
on their families back in Mexico who 
depend on their remittances. Mexicans 
working in the United States send back 
more than $20 billion a year to Mexico. 
Remittances grew 23 percent in the first 
quarter of 2006 compared to the same 
period the previous year. But during the 
first six months of 2007 they increased 
by a mere 0.6 percent year-on-year. 

Fannie Mae, the mortgage fund-
ing company, expects “significant in-
creases” in foreclosures and home loan 
delinquencies in 2008, the Washington 
Post reported. There were 635,159 
foreclosure filings in the third quarter 
of this year, “one for every 196 house-
holds” according to a report in the Lex-
ington Herald Leader. Fannie Mae’s 
expenses for delinquent loans and 
foreclosures increased six-fold during 

the same period. 
The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 

reported that the housing crisis has af-
fected not only construction workers, 
but workers in retail outlets like build-
ing supply stores and employees in the 
credit and loan industry. Overall, the 
official national unemployment rate re-
mained at 4.7 percent in October.  

Worker productivity was up, at a 4.9 
percent annual rate, from July to Sep-
tember, the fastest pace in four years—
a result of the employers’ drive to speed 
up production and squeeze more labor 
out of workers. But wages remain stag-
nant. In October average hourly earn-
ings increased by only 3 cents.  

The average price of a gallon of gas 
nationally was $3.08 the first week of 
November, 87 cents more than a year 
ago. A gallon of milk costs on average 
$3.84, 79 cents more than a year ago. 
Eggs are up 46 percent.  

With workers having less and less 
disposable income, most U.S. depart-
ment store chains reported weak sales 
this fall. But sales at Saks, the luxury 
store, were booming—a 15.9 percent 
increase in October compared to a 
year ago.  

also injured six.
The report, issued by the office of 

the Labor Department’s inspector 
general, said the safety agency sug-
gested it had conducted more inspec-
tions than it had really completed, 
presumably to inflate its enforcement 
record. Inspectors often failed to doc-
ument basic tasks they were supposed 
to conduct, such as taking coal dust 
samples or checking high-voltage cir-
cuits. 

Crandall Canyon was one mine 
where “critical inspection activities” 
were not documented as having taken 
place. In one inspection, 6 out of 22 
critical safety tasks had not been doc-

umented. In another case, an MSHA 
field officer had to point out problems 
with inspections at Crandall Canyon 
to an inspector.

The report documented that in an 
inspection of Crandall Canyon, which 
began May 30 of this year, five in-
spection activities were falsely pre-
dated to February. This included a re-
view of the roof control plan. If part of 
the late May inspection was actually 
done in February, the report could be 
omitting important information on 
the dangerous conditions at Crandall 
Canyon that led to the mine collapse 
in August.

Among the coal mines where in-
spections were not properly carried 

Continued from front page

Report: MSHA did not inspect 107 mines
out is the Darby Mine in Kentucky, 
where five miners were killed in May 
2006. Inspections were also inade-
quately conducted at the Sago and the 
Aracoma Alma No. 1 mines in West 
Virginia, where 12 and 2 workers 
died, respectively, in January 2006.

The government report stated that 
in southern West Virginia alone, 51 
mine inspections were counted as 
having been completed despite the 
fact that they were started and then 
canceled. 

In 2002 MSHA had a total of 605 
inspectors nationwide. In 2006 this 
had dropped to 496. At the same time, 
underground mining had increased 
by 9 percent, the report noted. 

Dade police killed Roger Brown near 
Miami Central High School. They say 
he was driving “erratically” in the area 
and became “extremely resistant” when 
they tried to arrest him. The cops used 
a Taser stun gun to “immobilize” him. 
Handcuffed, he died in police custody. 

Fifty people attended a vigil Novem-
ber 13 on behalf of Knight and Black-
wood. The day before, police shot and 
killed the two men and wounded a 23-
year-old woman who was in the car 
with them when they were stopped for 
allegedly running a red light. The cops 
say they had to shoot in “self-defense” 
because the men put the car in reverse 
and smashed into the police car. 

The November 24 protest was orga-
nized by several local organizations 
including Cop Watch and the NAACP. 
Melody Gonzales spoke for the Coalition 
of Immokalee Workers (CIW). “This 
fight is our fight too,” she said. “We are 
here in solidarity to be in the streets with 
you. There should be an end to crimi-
nalizing of our youth. It’s important to 
mobilize together.” The CIW has been 
organizing protests against low pay and 
bad working conditions for farm work-
ers in south central Florida. 

greece
Athens
Thomas Sankara Speaks: The Burkina 
Faso Revolution, 1983–1987. Presentation 
of new expanded editions in French and 
English from Pathfinder Press. Speakers: 
Samsideen Iddrisu, immigrant rights activ-
ist; Hamado Ouaedrago, Burkina Faso com-
munity representative in Greece; Georges 
Mehrabian, Diethness Vima publishing 
house. Sun., Dec. 9. 7 p.m. Cosmos of Cul-
ture, Andrea Metaxa #20. Tel: 210 33 03 385, 
210 88 33 002.

CALIFORNIA
San Francisco
Pakistan: Martial Law and the U.S. “War 
on terror.” Speaker: Betsey Stone, Socialist 
Workers Party. Fri., Dec. 7. Dinner, 6:30 p.m.; 
program, 7:30 p.m. 3926 Mission St. Tel: (415) 
584-2135. 

PENNSYLVANIA
Philadelphia
Why Capitalism Creates a Housing Crisis. 
Speaker: John Staggs, Socialist Workers Par-
ty. Fri., Dec. 7. Program, 7:30 p.m. Donation: 
$5. 188 W Wyoming Ave. Tel: (215) 455-2682.

Thomas Sankara Speaks 
The Burkina Faso Revolution, 1983-1987
Peasants and workers in Burkina Faso established a popular 
revolutionary government and began to combat the hunger, 
illiteracy, and economic backwardness imposed by imperialist 
domination. Thomas Sankara, who led that struggle, 
explains the example set for all of Africa. Expanded editions 
include a chronology, glossary, maps, and new photos, plus 
five items never before published in English. 
$24 • Special prepublication offer: $20 until Dec. 31

Thomas Sankara Speaks 
The Burkina Faso Revolution, 1983–1987
In 1983 peasants and workers in Burkina Faso established a 
popular revolutionary government and began to combat the 
hunger, illiteracy, and economic backwardness imposed by 
imperialist domination. Thomas Sankara, who led that struggle, 
explains the example set for all of Africa. Expanded editions 
include a chronology, glossary, maps, and new photos, plus five 
items never before published in English. 
$24 • Now available!—$20 until Dec. 31

New expanded editions in English and French!

Contact distributors listed on page 8 or visit pathfinderpress.com



‘Militant’ Fund goes over the top

Sub drive: a resounding success 
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Young Socialists 
IN ACTION

UK: YS campaigns to 
defend Cuban Revolution

Country Quota Paid %
CANADA 4,100 6,020 147%
UNITED KINGDOM
Edinburgh 600 950 158%
London 1,500 1,922 128%
UK total 2,100 2,872 137%
SWEDEN 700 877 125%
FRANCE 250 280 112%
NEW ZEALAND 3,000 3,120 104%
AUSTRALIA* 1,750 1,750 100%
UNITED STATES
Pittsburgh 3,500 3,864 110%
Miami 3,000 3,233 108%
Newark, NJ 3,500 3,680 105%
Washington, D.C. 2,800 2,925 104%
Seattle 7,000 7,067 101%
Philadelphia* 4,300 4,340 101%
Des Moines, IA 2,000 2,012 101%
Twin Cities 4,700 4,720 100%
Atlanta 4,500 4,487 100%
Los Angeles* 9,000 8,898 99%
New York 15,000 14,640 98%
San Francisco* 11,500 10,805 94%
Albany, NY 125 113 90%
Carrollton, GA 4,500 3,968 88%
Boston 2,800 2,393 85%
Houston 3,000 2,535 85%
Chicago* 7,000 5,675 81%
U.S. total 88,225 85,355 97%
OTHER 250
Intl’l totals 100,375 100,525 101%
Goal/Should be 100,000 100,000 100%
* Raised goal

$100,000 ‘Militant‘ Fund Drive
Sept. 29 – Nov. 25 ♦ Week 8 of 8

Country Quota Sold %
NEW ZEALAND* 65 72 111%
UNITED KINGDOM
London 80 90 113%
Edinburgh 50 52 104%

UK Total 130 142 109%
AUSTRALIA* 45 49 109%
CANADA* 125 136 109%
SWEDEN 30 31 103%
UNITED STATES
Des Moines, IA* 145 154 106%
Philadelphia 105 111 106%
Washington, DC* 160 168 105%
Houston* 90 94 104%
Newark, NJ* 130 134 103%
San Francisco* 120 123 103%
Atlanta* 135 138 102%
Los Angeles* 100 102 102%
Boston 60 61 102%
Pittsburgh* 65 66 102%
Twin Cities* 130 132 102%
Chicago* 90 91 101%
Seattle* 100 101 101%
Carrollton, GA 135 136 101%
Miami* 140 141 101%
Denver* 15 15 100%
New York* 315 315 100%
Albany, NY 20 18 90%
U.S. Total 2055 2100 102%
Int’l totals 2450 2530 110%
Should be 2300 2300 100%
* Raised goal

Fall ‘Militant‘ Subscription Drive
Sept. 29 – Nov. 18 ♦ Final Chart

This column is written and edited by 
members of the Young Socialists, a rev-
olutionary socialist youth organization. 
For more information contact the YS at 
306 W. 37th St., 10th floor, New York, 
NY 10018; tel.: (212) 629-6649; e-mail: 
youngsocialists@mac.com.

Three Chinese-Cuban Generals in the 
Cuban Revolution. In the process they 
met students who were interested in the 
YS and purchased the Militant and other 
revolutionary literature. (See Militant 
November 5).

On November 3 the YS joined others 
in a “People and Parliament against Tri-
dent” march and rally held in Edinburgh. 
Trident is the British government’s sub-
marine-launched nuclear weapons sys-
tem, based in Scotland.

The march organizers, Scotland’s for 
Peace, made a big feature of the fact that 
the Scottish Parliament, led by the pro-
capitalist Scottish National Party, had 
voted in June against replacing and up-
grading Trident. The vote, of course, has 
not changed London’s military plans. 

Arguing for a working-class ap-
proach to oppose imperialist war 
and nuclear weapons, the YS and CL 
marched with slogans demanding, 
“Not a penny, not a person for Britain’s 
wars! Troops out of Iraq and Afghani-
stan now! Hands off Iran!” 

Margaret Bresnahan, 20, a literature 
student here who is originally from 
Minnesota, took part in the “Meet the 
YS” event and the meeting on Our His-
tory Is Still Being Written in Edinburgh. 
“I liked being in an environment where 
you could have discussion, meet other 
students my age, and see the theories in 
action,” she said at a November 16 Mili-
tant Labour Forum that she attended. 
“That’s why I keep coming back.” 

Radek Polkowski, 19, a politics stu-
dent originally from Poland, attended 
the same meetings. He said he had been 
inspired to read more about the example 
of the Cuban Revolution and looked 
forward to continuing to participate in 
political activity with the YS and Com-
munist League. 

Kyle Bellamy and Björn Tirsén are YS 
members in Edinburgh.

BY Kyle Bellamy 
and Björn Tirsén

EDINBURGH, Scotland—The 
Young Socialists here have been 
campaigning to defend the Cuban 
Revolution and to oppose the British 
government’s participation in the im-
perialist “war on terror.”

At the University of Edinburgh’s 
Freshers Week Societies Fair, held Sep-
tember 12–13, the YS and the Commu-
nist League met students and introduced 
them to revolutionary literature. We 
built a public meeting entitled “Meet the 
Young Socialists, an international revo-
lutionary youth organization,” which 
took place on the fair’s final day. Many 
young people who approached us at our 
literature stalls expressed interest in the 
Cuban Revolution and some wanted to 
find out more about the perspective of 
the YS of making a socialist revolution 
in the United Kingdom.

The 11 people at the meeting, includ-
ing several first-year university students, 
heard Alex Xezonakis, a YS member 
in Leeds and student at the university 
there. He reported on a conference on 
the campaign to free the Cuban Five in 
Havana he had attended in April, as well 
as other activities of the YS. 

YS members from across the country 
also helped publicize and build meet-
ings, held in Glasgow and Edinburgh 
in mid-October, on the book Our His-
tory Is Still Being Written: The Story of 

‘Ny International 5’ launched in Sweden

STOCKHOLM, Sweden—The fifth issue of Ny International, the Swed-
ish-language translation of the Marxist magazine New International, was 
launched here November 10 during a weekend of political education and 
campaigning. The feature article in the issue is “Our Politics Start with the 
World” by Jack Barnes. 

Speakers included Steve Clark, managing editor of New International 
and author of two articles in the issue; Anita Östling, a leader of the Com-
munist League in Sweden and one of New International’s international 
consultants; Debbie Delange, head of the indexing team of Pathfinder’s 
Print Project; Lars Johansson, a volunteer in the project; Filip Tedelund of 
the Young Socialists in Sweden; and, chairing the event, Catharina Tirsén, 
who is responsible for the Swedish translation.  

Ny International no. 5, a translation of issue 13 of New International, 
is the ninth Swedish-language title distributed by Pathfinder Press. Other 
titles include The Changing Face of U.S. Politics by Jack Barnes and Social-
ism and Man in Cuba by Ernesto Che Guevara. 

Delange and Johansson described the international volunteer effort that 
went into translating, typesetting, and preparing the magazine. “The index 
was prepared by 21 people in only one week, to make it in time for the 
Gothenburg Book Fair in September,” said Delange.  

The magazine has been sold at plant gates, on street tables, and at politi-
cal events here since it came off the presses.  Members and supporters of 
the communist movement in Sweden, Canada, Norway, the United States, 
and the United Kingdom participated in the weekend’s activities.  

—DAG TIRSÉN

BY paul pederson
The Militant’s fall subscrip-

tion campaign was a resounding 
success. Some 2,530 people sub-
scribed, and campaigners in nearly 
every participating city met or ex-
ceeded their quotas.  

Supporters of the socialist news-
weekly surpassed the international 
goal of 2,300 by 10 percent. The 
campaign started strong and kept a 
steady pace over seven weeks. Mil-
itant supporters sent in an average 
of 315 subs in the first four weeks 
of the drive, and an average of 237 
in weeks 5 and 6. The campaign 
finished strong, with 431 new read-
ers signing up in the final week. 

The overall top seller for the 
campaign was New York garment 
worker Dan Fein, who sold 47 sub-
scriptions. Jacquie Henderson, a 
garment worker in Houston, came 
in second with 44. Garment worker 
Sara Lobman from Newark, New 
Jersey, sold 42, putting her in third 
place. Laundry worker Julio Cam-
pos from Des Moines, Iowa, came 
in a strong fourth with 40 subscrip-
tions sold. 

In the final week of the cam-
paign, supporters of the Militant 
in Atlanta and Carrollton, Geor-
gia, got a boost to the campaign by 
participating in an annual protest 
against the U.S. military training 
academy School of the Americas 
in Fort Benning, Georgia. 

Militant/Eva Schmitz

Lars Johannson and Catharina Tirsén at November 10 program in Stockholm

Continued from front page
ed the September 20 demonstration of 
tens of thousands in Louisiana demand-
ing “Justice for the Jena Six” and then 
participated in a Militant Labor Forum 
on the protest purchased a Militant sub-
scription and donated $65 to the fund. 

In Pittsburgh, supporters of the Mili-
tant surpassed their goal of $3,500 in the 
final week. Ryan Scott, a garment work-
er there, said supporters of the paper or-
ganized meetings with readers—from 
Cleveland to Charleston, West Virginia, 
to Southwestern Pennsylvania.  

Two of the newest contributors were 
youth in Pittsburgh. One, a student at 
the University of Pittsburgh, contrib-
uted $20 and bought a Pathfinder Read-
ers Club membership. A young worker 
renewed his subscription to the Militant 
for a year along with his contribution. 

The money raised will be put to 
good use. The Militant depends on 
donations from its readers to cover 
basic operating expenses like printing 
and shipping, and to field reporting 
trips all over the world. Coverage like 
the recent articles on the Venezuela 
International Book Fair is only possi-
ble because of donations by workers, 
farmers, and young people who value 
the socialist newsweekly. 

To donate, contact local distributors 

on page 8 or send checks payable to the 
Militant to the address listed on page 2. 
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25, 50, and 75 years ago

on the picket line

December 10, 1982
Throughout the morning of November 

27, hundreds of D.C. police protected a 
handful of Ku Klux Klanners. Through-
out the afternoon, hurling tear-gas gre-
nades and swinging clubs, they attacked 
thousands of anti-Klan demonstrators 
and onlookers. They arrested 38 people 
and injured an undetermined number. 

The Klan had vowed to march in its 
hoods and robes through the streets of 
the capital. But they didn’t march; and 
as they wandered around the Capitol 
grounds, intimidated by thousands of 
protesters nearby, they carried their 
robes in paper bags. 

The Alabama-based Knights of the 
Ku Klux Klan tried to organize the 
first KKK march in Washington since 
1925. However in response to the Klan’s 
threats, 1,500 to 2,000 anti-Klan dem-
onstrators did march. 

December 9, 1957
The government’s use of the Smith 

Act as a weapon for punishing dissident 
political thought received a crippling 
new blow today when a federal judge 
in Los Angeles dismissed “conspiracy” 
indictments under the act against ten 
California Communist Party members. 
The dismissal came on the “reluctant” 
request of an Assistant United States At-
torney who said that the Justice Depart-
ment could not “satisfy the evidentiary 
requirements laid down by the Supreme 
Court in its opinion reversing the con-
viction in this matter.” 

Those released were among 15 defen-
dants convicted in 1952. On June 17 the 
Supreme Court freed five of the defen-
dants and ordered a new trial for the oth-
ers, declaring that the government must 
prove something more than abstract ad-
vocacy of ideas. 

December 3, 1932
SHANGHAI—From the Reuters 

News Agency you have probably heard 
some news about the Chinese Opposi-
tion. But while some of it is right, there 
is a good deal of untruth in the reports. 

Since the organization of the Blue 
Shirt Society, nearly all the students 
from the Moscow Sun Yat Sen Uni-
versity have concentrated in it. They 
learned many things in the USSR, es-
pecially from the GPU, and they are us-
ing it faithfully, especially to strengthen 
Chiang Kai-Shek. According to an offi-
cial report, the students miseducated by 
the Stalinists number about 500. Their 
only task is to arrest Communists and 
destroy the Communist organizations. 

The prisoners number nearly 30. The 
first wave of arrests is over but the sec-
ond and more extensive wave of perse-
cution is being prepared. 

Australia gold miners trapped 
underground for five hours

SYDNEY, Australia—Gold min-
ers were trapped deep underground in 
Western Victoria for almost five hours 
November 19. The 27 miners at Lihir 
Gold Limited’s Ballarat Goldfields mine 
at Mount Clear took refuge in two safety 
chambers following a rock fall that cut 
power and blocked the main portal. Af-
ter several hours they were lifted to the 
surface in a bucket lowered down a ven-
tilation shaft. 

Operations were suspended while a 
preliminary investigation took place. 
Corrosion in steel reinforcements in the 
walls of the mine was considered a pos-
sible cause.

The Australian Workers’ Union 
(AWU) Victorian branch secretary, 
Cesar Melhem, raised concerns about 
Lihir’s safety standards. According to 
the Australian about 10 of the 180 min-
ers belong to the union. Melhem said 
that for the last year the union has been 
denied entry to the mine to raise safety 
issues.

The union had raised concerns fol-
lowing a blasting incident on June 19 

that affected the ventilation system. 
Workers entered a blast site before get-
ting safety clearance. Melhem said that 
workers were told by a manager to “dis-
regard that and go back into the mine.”

The AWU branch in Victoria is call-
ing on the state government to investi-
gate safety at every mine in the state and 
wants the Ballarat mine to remain closed 
until the union is satisfied it is safe for 
work to resume. Seven miners have died 
in Australian mines this year, including 
three in underground mines. 

—Linda Harris

Toronto hotel workers  
win jobs back

TORONTO—Two hundred hotel 
workers and supporters rallied Novem-
ber 10 in front of a downtown Holiday 
Inn here. Many walked off the job for 45 
minutes to join the action. 

The 135 workers, members of UNITE 
HERE Local 75, have been without a 
contract since the beginning of the year. 
They are fighting for a wage increase. 
Workers say they earn about $2 per hour 
less than other hotel workers in Toron-
to.

The rally also celebrated a victory. 
Two weeks earlier 23 workers who had 
been locked out in the course of the 
contract fight were called back to work. 
Management locked out the workers af-
ter 90 percent of the union’s members 

rejected a company contract offer.
The great majority of the workers 

were born outside Canada. More than 
30 workers spoke at the rally in many 
different languages. 

—Annette Kouri

Militant/Emily Paul

Hotel workers picket Holiday Inn in Toronto November 10 to demand wage increase

BY MICHEL PRAIRIE 
AND ROBERT SIMMS

MONTREAL—A debate on immi-
gration raging in Quebec for the past 
year reached new levels this fall with 
public hearings held across the province. 
Framed by capitalist politicians, the de-
bate on “reasonable accommodation,” 
as it is often couched, centers on what 
allowances should be made for immi-
grants’ religious and cultural practices.

The hearings were conducted by the 
so-called Bouchard-Taylor commis-
sion, a consultative body set up by the 
Quebec government and chaired by two 
well-known academics.

While targeting the foreign-born in 
general, the debate takes special aim at 
immigrant workers who are Muslim. In 
the past decade there has been a sub-
stantial growth in the number of immi-
grants settling in Quebec, an increasing 
proportion of whom are Muslims. With 
Ottawa’s troops in Afghanistan, Ca-
nadian imperialism’s “war on terror” 
propaganda campaign has also fed the 
flames of the controversy.

Accommodating prayer obligations, 
the kirpan (a small Sikh ceremonial dag-
ger), and kosher food is “quite accessory 
to the survival of Quebec culture,” said 
Yves Rocheleau at the commission’s 
October 23 hearing in the city of Trois-
Rivières, Quebec.

“The only francophone [French-
speaking] people in America among 
400 million Anglophones [English 
speakers]—that’s the real cultural diver-
sity that must be respected and protect-
ed,” he emphasized. The Quebecois are 
an oppressed nationality in Canada of 
about 6 million people. They are subject 
to oppression based on their language, 
French.

In a contrasting view, retired teacher 
Rueul Amdour stated at a hearing of the 
commission in Gatineau, Quebec, on 
September 10, “The idea that we are go-
ing to be suspicious of people because 
they dress differently, or have different 
religious beliefs. . . . I think it’s disgust-
ing.”

The debate erupted a year ago when a 
Montreal YMCA installed frosted win-
dows in a gym, paid for by Hasidic Jews 

who said they did not want their youth 
seeing women in leotards. About the 
same time, a community health center 
in Montreal roused protests because it 
banned men at prenatal classes, saying 
this was in accommodation to Muslim, 
Hindu, and Sikh women.

At that point, Mario Dumont, leader of 
Democratic Action of Quebec (ADQ), a 
small right-wing party in Quebec’s Na-
tional Assembly, jumped in to declare, 
“There is a difference between [equal-
ity of rights] and staying in the back-
ground, and saying that the majority no 
longer has the right to exist, to have its 
own traditions, to have its ways of doing 
things.”

Then in January of this year, the 
town council of Hérouxville, a village 
of 1,300, issued a “code of conduct” for 
would-be immigrants that barred ston-
ing, female circumcision, immolation 
by fire, and the veiling of the face.

The Liberal government of Jean Cha-
rest in Quebec responded by setting up 

the Bouchard-Taylor commission and 
called provincial elections for March 
26.

Dumont used the elections to deep-
en his reactionary campaign, casting 
himself as the protector of “Quebec 
culture.” After the vote, ADQ deputies 
increased their ranks from 4 to 41 and 
their share of the vote rose from 18.1 to 
30.8 percent. The ADQ became the of-
ficial opposition in Quebec’s National 
Assembly.

Canada’s rulers weigh in
In late October, Canadian prime min-

ister Stephen Harper introduced a bill re-
quiring women who wear veils to show 
their faces when they vote. The Charest 
government followed suit the following 
week in Quebec’s National Assembly.

Meanwhile, trying to outdo Dumont’s 
ADQ, newly chosen Parti Quebecois 
leader Pauline Marois proposed a bill in 
Quebec’s National Assembly to require 
immigrants to prove an adequate knowl-

edge of French and of “Quebec’s funda-
mental values” before they can run as 
candidates for the national legislature.

In English-speaking Canada, the cap-
italist media and politicians, not known 
for their pro-immigrant record, have 
seized on the debate to paint Quebec 
as a bastion of anti-immigrant intoler-
ance. In a November 3 editorial titled 
“Quebec’s toxic identity debate,” the To-
ronto Star described the Bouchard-Tay-
lor hearings as “a festival of fear, bigotry 
and ignorance.”

Up to now, union officials in Que-
bec have either remained silent or bent 
to the chauvinist pressure. In a posi-
tion paper presented to the Boucha-
rd-Taylor commission in October, 
the Confederation of National Trade 
Unions (CSN), while denouncing the 
most extreme cases of anti-immigrant 
chauvinism, supported the banning of 
the chador and burqa in public schools 
and the requirement that women show 
their face in order to vote.
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Worker and peasant demonstration in Canton (now Guangzhou), China, on Dec. 12, 1927. 

(First in a series)
BY cindy jaquith

Over the past year readers have writ-
ten in with questions about the Militant’s 
coverage of China. Frequently they want 
to know: How did the 1949 socialist rev-
olution come about? Are the property re-
lations conquered by the Chinese work-
ers and peasants still in place? What’s 
the nature of the Chinese Communist 
Party (CCP)? What explains the policies 
of the Chinese government in recent de-
cades? 

This article begins a series that will 
take up these questions, starting with 
the initial efforts by Chinese working 
people at the beginning of the 20th cen-
tury to cast off imperialist domination 
and class exploitation.

In the early 1900s, precapitalist, 
semifeudal relations prevailed in most 
of China, especially the countryside. 
The vast majority of Chinese lived in 
isolated, rural villages. The country 
was loosely governed by a royal fam-
ily and by gangs of wealthy warlords 
in the different provinces, who allowed 
imperialist powers like London, Paris, 
Washington, and Tokyo to freely loot 
China’s resources.

In 1911 the Manchu dynasty, which 
had ruled since 1644, was toppled by 
a bourgeois democratic movement that 
drew a range of social layers—from 
anti-imperialist students to capitalist el-
ements chafing under feudal backward-
ness—into political activity.

The new republic established by Sun 
Yat-sen, who headed this movement, 
didn’t last in power for long. Regional 
warlords, linked to one or another impe-
rialist power, took over. In 1912, Sun Yat-
sen formed the Kuomintang (Nationalist 
Party) to continue the struggle. Initially 
attracting some revolutionary elements, 
the Kuomintang became increasingly 
dominated by bourgeois forces. 

Meanwhile, China was experiencing a 
tumultuous growth in capitalist industry 
and commerce, especially in the urban 
centers most exposed to foreign capi-
talist penetration. From 1913 to 1926, 
factory and mine production more than 
doubled. In tobacco and cotton goods, it 
multiplied five-fold. By 1927, the work-
ing class was already 15 million strong, 
concentrated in coastal cities such as 
Shanghai, the most industrialized city at 
the time.

Three-quarters of China’s population 
remained peasants, most of them land-
less. 

Second Chinese revolution
The birth of a modern working class 

in China and the impact of World War I 
and the October 1917 Russian Revolution 
all gave impetus to growing nationalist 
sentiment among Chinese against the 
imperialist powers and the local rulers 
aiding them.

At the end of the war, Japanese impe-
rialism took over some Chinese territory 
that their German rivals had controlled. 
In response, students launched wide-
spread anti-imperialist protests on May 
4, 1919. This movement accelerated the 
broader radicalization among working 
people, including strikes and other so-
cial struggles.

In 1921, some of the young lead-
ers of what had become known as the 
May 4 Movement founded the Chinese 
Communist Party (CCP). The principal 
communist groups were in Shanghai 
and Beijing, led by Chen Duxiu and Li 
Dazhao, respectively.

Trade unionization was proceeding 
rapidly by this time. The number of or-
ganized workers grew more than 10-fold 
in just a few years: from 230,000 in 1923 
to 2.8 million in 1927.

In the countryside peasants began 
mobilizing. Millions were involved in 
struggles for land, including some land 
seizures, in the provinces of Kwangtung, 
Hunan, Kiangsi, and Hupeh. 

In Shanghai, where various imperi-
alist powers still had colonial enclaves, 
British and U.S. police fired on a 1925 
demonstration, killing several students. 
More than 800,000 workers across the 
country responded by launching a gen-
eral strike.

The CCP, although young and inex-
perienced, had a revolutionary program 
and became deeply involved in the stu-
dent, labor, and peasants movements. It 
was in a good position to help advance 
the democratic, anti-imperialist revolu-
tion that erupted in 1925.

What was needed was an alliance be-
tween the workers and the peasantry to 
take political power and end the reign of 
the landlords and the imperialists. As 
a new revolutionary government took 
measures in the interests of the vast 
majority, and the propertied classes re-

sisted, more far-reaching steps would be 
needed, leading to the expropriation of 
the capitalist class and the socialist reor-
ganization of society.

From the start, the working class, in 
an alliance with the peasantry, would 
have to lead the revolution. It would 
have to be politically independent of the 
bourgeois nationalist forces, including 
the Kuomintang.

The CCP initially received valuable 
collaboration from the Communist 
International, the world communist or-
ganization, under the leadership of V.I. 
Lenin and the Bolshevik Party in revo-
lutionary Russia.

By 1924, however, the wave of revo-
lutions and workers’ upsurges around 
the world that followed the Russian 
Revolution had been defeated. The first 
world war and then the 1918–20 civil war 
left the young Soviet Union economi-
cally exhausted. These objective condi-
tions helped foster the growth of petty-
bourgeois and bureaucratic layers in 
the Soviet government and Communist 
Party, mainly concerned with assuring 
themselves a privileged life. Josef Stalin 
emerged as their main leader. 

CCP joins Kuomintang
Under the Stalin misleadership, revo-

lutionary struggles in other parts of the 
world were subordinated to the needs 
of the bureaucracy in the Soviet Union. 
Rather than helping the Chinese com-
munists lead the working people, the 
Stalinist forces told the party to subordi-
nate itself to the Kuomintang. Doing so 
meant putting the brakes on strikes, land 
seizures, and other independent actions 
by the toilers. While the Kuomintang 
was waging an armed struggle against 
the Chinese warlords, it defended capi-
talist interests and was conciliatory to-
ward the imperialist oppressors. 

At the heart of the class-collabora-
tionist line advocated by the Comintern 
leadership was the notion that a “bloc 
of four classes”—a coalition of the 
“progressive” bourgeoisie, the middle 
classes, the peasantry, and the working 
class—was needed to carry out a revolu-
tion in China. 

Based on this assumption, the 
Comintern instructed the CCP to join 
the Kuomintang and, in doing so, give 
up its political and organizational inde-
pendence. CCP members were to follow 
the lead of Chiang Kai-shek, the main 
leader of the Kuomintang. 

Meanwhile, the revolutionary tide 
deepened. In March 1927, workers 
in Shanghai led an insurrection and 
took over the city. As Chiang’s army 

approached, the CCP, following the 
Comintern line, told them to put down 
their arms and welcome the “liberator.”

Stalin declared in early April, “Chiang 
Kai-shek is submitting to discipline. The 
Kuomintang is a bloc, a sort of revolu-
tionary parliament, with the Right, Left, 
and the Communists. Why make a coup 
d’état? Why drive away the Right, when 
we have the majority and when the 
Right listens to us? . . . When the Right 
is of no more use to us, we will drive it 
away. At present, we need the Right. . . 
. Chiang Kai-shek has perhaps no sym-
pathy for the revolution but he is leading 
the army and cannot do otherwise than 
lead it against the imperialists.”

One week later, on April 12, Chiang 
unleashed his troops against the politi-
cally disarmed Shanghai workers. Some 
40,000 were killed. The unions were 
smashed.

Refusing to draw the conclusions of 
this disaster, Moscow urged the CCP 
cadres to focus on Wuhan, asserting that 
they could carry out an agrarian revo-
lution in collaboration with the “left” 
Kuomintang of that city. In July, the 
Wuhan Kuomintang leaders turned on 
the CCP, killing some of its members, 
and forcing it out of the city. 

Canton uprising
The defeat of the revolution came to 

a climax with the Dec. 11, 1927, Canton 
uprising. In a last-ditch adventure to 
somehow produce a victory, the CCP 
organized a few thousand workers to 
take over the city, with no preparation of 
the working class as a whole or the sur-
rounding peasantry. Up against 50,000 
Kuomintang troops, 5,700 workers lost 
their lives in just two days. 

The disastrous course dictated by 
Stalin’s misleadership did not go unop-
posed. Within the Soviet Communist 
Party, Leon Trotsky and other members 
of the Left Opposition fought for a revo-
lutionary policy in China but failed to 
win a majority. In China, Chen Duxiu, 
the first general secretary of the CCP, 
called for the party to withdraw from 
the Kuomintang. In August 1927 he 
was forced out of the leadership and in 
1929 was expelled from the CCP. He 
and other Chinese members of the Left 
Opposition collaborated with Trotsky 
over the next decade. (For further read-
ing see The Third International after 
Lenin and Leon Trotsky on China. They 
are published by Pathfinder.) 

It would be another 20 years before 
the workers and peasants would finally 
take power in China. That will the sub-
ject of the next article.

For further reading:
  

Leon Trotsky on China 
Articles and letters by the Russian revolutionary  on the 
Chinese revolution of the 1920s.—$35 

The Third International after Lenin
Trotsky’s alternative to Stalin’s course toward gutting the 
revolutionary program of the Communist International ad-
dressed to delegates attending the 1928 congress of the 
International in Moscow.—$29.95

Their Trotsky and Ours
Socialist Workers Party national secretary Jack Barnes 
traces the continuity with Bolshevism in the struggle to 
build revolutionary communist parties today.—$15

www.pathfinderpress.com  
Also available from distributors listed on page 8.
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Militant photos by Ben O’Shaughnessy

November 9–18 Venezuela International Book Fair in Caracas registered the expansion 
of publishing and cultural activity in Venezuela, and was marked by heightened political 
debate. Top: Free Millennium collection, published by Venezuelan editorial house Monte 
Avila, on display. The collection includes titles such as Cuba and the Coming American 
Revolution, Malcolm X Talks to Young People, and Beyond Capital. Middle: Dance perfor-
mances were among the many cultural activities. Bottom: Participants in November 11 pre-
sentation of Malcolm X Talks to Young People continue the discussion with panelist Loretta 
Van Pelt (left), a member of the Young Socialists in the United States, after the program. 

Continued from front page
drew dozens. 

The book fair registered the expan-
sion of publishing, literacy, and cultural 
activity here. Some 150 Venezuelan 
publishing houses participated, a num-
ber of them opened in the last two years. 
More than 300 Venezuelan authors and 
others gave presentations.  

Speaking at the opening ceremony 
November 9, Minister of Culture Fran-
cisco Sesto said that the ministry of cul-
ture had recently opened a print shop 
with the capacity to produce 25 million 
books a year, and that government-sub-
sidized bookstores have been opened in 
every state.  

A scaled-down version of the fair 
toured the country for a month before-
hand, featuring talks on this year’s 
theme, workshops related to resistance 
by indigenous peoples, movie showings, 
book presentations, and musical perfor-
mances. Seven working-class neighbor-
hoods on the outskirts of Caracas hosted 
the fair in the days before the formal 
opening in a large park in the eastern 
part of the city. 

Discussions on constitution
Fair activities were marked by the po-

litical polarization leading up to a De-
cember 2 referendum on 69 proposed 
amendments to Venezuela’s constitu-
tion.  

The book fair took place as pro-impe-
rialist opposition forces organized daily 
marches, while supporters of the amend-
ments responded with several large 
mobilizations. Many students came by 
after marching either for or against the 
changes, sparking lively discussions.  

As part of answering opposition 

charges that the contents of the amend-
ments—which include eliminating the 
presidential term limit, shortening the 
workday with no cut in pay for both pub-
lic and private sector workers, and pro-
viding pensions and social security pro-
tections for self-employed workers—are 
not widely known, government support-
ers launched an educational campaign to 
win support for the measures. Volunteers 
staffing the fair passed out newspapers 
with the text of the changes. Speakers at 
several programs tied the books being 
presented to the proposed amendments, 
often arguing for their adoption.  

At a November 10 presentation of a 
collection of children’s books that are bi-
lingual in Spanish and indigenous lan-
guages, anthropologist Marie-Claude 
Mattéi-Muller said that efforts to pre-
serve indigenous cultures and languages 
will be strengthened by a constitutional 
amendment acknowledging Venezuela’s 
mixed African, indigenous, and Spanish 
heritage. 

At a November 12 launch of a new 
edition of the Communist Manifesto, 
professor Ramón Losada contrasted 
the proposed amendment on property 
rights with the program presented by 
Karl Marx and Frederick Engels in 
that founding document of the modern 
revolutionary workers movement. The 
constitutional amendment, Losada not-
ed, recognizes five forms of property: 
social, collective, public, mixed, and 
private. Expressing his support for the 
government of President Hugo Chávez, 
Losada nonetheless emphasized that in 
the Communist Manifesto Marx and En-
gels point to the necessity of eliminating 
private ownership of the means of pro-
duction.  

Losada wrote the introduction to the 
new edition, which is the first in the Ba-
sic Library of Revolutionary Thought 
collection, to be published by Venezu-
elan editorial house Monte Avila.  

Pathfinder book presentations
During the fair, Monte Avila also 

released new editions of two titles pub-
lished by New York–based Pathfinder 
Press—Cuba and the Coming Ameri-
can Revolution by Jack Barnes and Mal-
colm X Talks to Young People. They are 
part of Monte Avila’s Free Millennium 
collection, which also includes The Eco-
nomic Thought of Ernesto Che Guevara 
by Carlos Tablada, Beyond Capital by 
Michael Lebowitz, Terror as U.S. For-
eign Policy by Noam Chomsky, and 
Cuba and Twenty-first Century Social-
ism by Heinz Dieterich. 

Chairing a November 13 presentation 
of the new 2007 edition of Cuba and the 
Coming American Revolution, released 
simultaneously by Pathfinder and the 
Venezuelan publishing house, Monte 
Avila editorial chief Carolina Alvarez 
cited Barnes’s description of the politi-
cal polarization in the United States in 
1961 when U.S.-organized mercenaries 
invaded Cuba at the Bay of Pigs. “There 
are moments in history when every-
thing ceases to be ‘normal,’” Barnes 
said, when “neutral ground seems to 
disappear.” Monte Avila had decided to 
publish the book, Alvarez said, at a time 
in Venezuela when likewise “nothing is 
normal.”  

“There are three central themes to this 
book,” she said, “One, that it is possible 
to stand up to great obstacles and win; 
two, the example of the Cuban Revolu-

Revolutionary 
books are popular 

in Caracas
CARACAS, Venezuela—

Cuba and the Coming American 
Revolution by Jack Barnes was 
the best-selling title at the Path-
finder stand during the Third 
Venezuela International Book 
Fair, with 139 copies in Spanish 
and 11 in English.  

Malcolm X Talks to Young 
People in Spanish was the sec-
ond-highest seller, with 114 cop-
ies. Books by Thomas Sankara, 
leader of the 1983–87 revolu-
tion in the West African coun-
try of Burkina Faso, were also 
popular. Seventy-three copies of 
We Are the Heirs of the World’s 
Revolutions and 70 of Women’s 
Liberation and the African Free-
dom Struggle were sold in Eng-
lish, Spanish, and French.  

Other top sellers included 
The Working Class and the 
Transformation of Learning by 
Jack Barnes, The First and Sec-
ond Declarations of Havana, 
and issues 6 and 7 of the Span-
ish-language New International, 
a magazine of Marxist politics 
and theory. 

In all, 1,057 Pathfinder books 
were sold at the 10-day event—
about 250 more books than last 
year. This was the fourth year in 
a row that the U.S.-based pub-
lisher has participated in a book 
fair in Caracas.  

—OLYMPIA NEWTON

tion; and three, the importance of orga-
nization.” 

Other panelists at the presentation, 
attended by more than 75 people, were 
Enrique Ramos, founder of Venezuela’s 
National Institute of Youth and advisor 
to the dean of the National Experimental 
University of the Armed Forces; Hilario 
Rosette, a journalist with Alma Mater, 
the newspaper of Cuba’s Federation of 
University Students; and Olympia New-
ton, editor of the Militant. 

Speakers at the November 11 presen-
tation of a new edition of Malcolm X 
Talks to Young People included Oscar 
Fuentes of the Bolivarian Students Fed-
eration and the Cimarron Movement, a 
nationwide organization of Afro-Ven-
ezuelans, and Loretta Van Pelt, a mem-
ber of the Young Socialists in the United 
States. Yoel Barrios, responsible for 
organizing members of Cuba’s Union 
of Young Communists (UJC) on inter-
nationalist missions in Venezuela, gave 
extended remarks from the floor. 

“By studying Malcolm we can better 
understand how people transform them-

selves,” said Barrios. Malcolm “was a 
product of capitalism.” Drawing a par-
allel between Malcolm’s political trans-
formation and the process of radicaliza-
tion unfolding here, Barrios described 
the work of UJC cadres in Venezuela 
combating youth drug addiction and 
alienation.  

Pathfinder presented The First and 
Second Declarations of Havana on No-
vember 12. Panelists were Idol Gallardo 
from the Caracas Municipal Youth In-
stitute; Zuleica Romay, vice president 
of the ALBA Cultural Fund; and Róger 
Calero from the Socialist Workers Party 
in the United States. Pathfinder presi-
dent Mary-Alice Waters chaired.  

“I am of the generation of Cubans 
who went to the Plaza of the Revolution 
in the arms of our parents,” said Romay, 
referring to the mass mobilizations that 
adopted the declarations in 1960 and 
1962. Rereading them, she said, “you 
can see why the Empire is so afraid of 
Cuba—when the documents speak of 
peasants, of workers, of taking political 

Continued on page 9
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Fertile Ground: Che 
Guevara and Bolivia
by Rodolfo Saldaña
Saldaña was one of the 
Bolivians who joined ranks 
with Ernesto Che Guevara in 
1966–67 to forge a revolution-
ary movement to overturn the 
military dictatorship in Bolivia 
and open the road to the socialist revolution 
in South America. 
$11. Special price: $8

Episodes of the Cuban 
Revolutionary War
by Ernesto Che Guevara
$30. Special price: $22.50

Fascism and Big Business 
by Daniel Guerin 
$23. Special price: $17

Black Music, White 
Business
by Frank Kofsky 
$15.95.  Special price: $12

Notebook of an 
Agitator 
by James P. Cannon  
$26. Special price: $19.50

¡Que lejos hemos llegado los 
esclavos!
(How Far We Slaves Have Come!) 
by Nelson Mandela and Fidel Castro 
$10. Special price: $7.50

 Books  
of the Month

PATHFINDER 
READERS CLUB 

SPECIALS

Decembe
r

25% 
discount

Join Pathfinder Readers Club 
for $10 and receive  

discounts all year long

Books of  
the month

Order online at  
www.pathfinderpress.com
Offer good until December 31, 2007

Where to find distributors of the Mili-
tant, New International, and a full dis-
play of Pathfinder books.

UNITED STATES
CALIFORNIA: Los Angeles: 4229 

S. Central Ave. Zip: 90011. Tel: (323) 
233-9372. E-mail: laswp@sbcglobal.net  
San Francisco: 3926 Mission St. Zip: 
94112. Tel: (415) 584-2135. E-mail: swpsf 
@sbcglobal.net

FLORIDA:  Miami: 8365 NE 2nd Ave. 
#206.  Mailing address: P.O. Box 381395.
Zip: 33138. Tel: (305) 756-4436. E-mail: 
miamiswp@bellsouth.net 

GEORGIA:  Atlanta: 1146 Ralph 
David Abernathy Blvd. SW. Zip: 
30310. Mailing address: P.O. Box 
162515. Zip: 30321. Tel: (404) 758-2151.  
E-mail: swpatlanta@bellsouth.net Carroll-
ton: 928-F South Park St., P.O. Box 235. Zip: 
30117. E-mail: carrolltonSWP@earthlink.net

ILLINOIS: Chicago: 3557 S. Archer 
Ave. Zip: 60609. Tel: (773) 890-1190. E-
mail: Chicagoswp@sbcglobal.net

IOWA: Des Moines: 3707 Douglas Ave. 
Zip: 50310. Tel: (515) 255-1707. E-mail: 
swpdesmoines@qwest.net

MASSACHUSETTS: Boston: 13 
Bennington St., 2nd Floor, East Bos-
ton.   Zip: 02128. Tel: (617) 569-9169.  
E-mail: swpboston@verizon.net

 MINNESOTA: Minneapolis: 1311 1/2 

E. Lake St. Zip: 55407. Tel: (612) 729-1205. 
E-mail: tcswp@qwest.net

NEW JERSEY: Newark: 168 Bloomfield 
Ave., 2nd Floor. Zip: 07104. Tel: (973) 481-
0077. E-mail: swpnewark@optonline.net

NEW YORK: Albany: Tel: (518) 929-
4786. E-mail: youngsocialists518@gmail.
com Manhattan: 306 W. 37th St., 10th 
Floor. Zip: 10018. Tel: (212) 629-6649. E-
mail: newyorkswp@mac.com

PENNSYLVANIA: Philadelphia: 188 
W. Wyoming Ave. Zip: 19140. Tel: (215) 
455-2682. E-mail: philaswp@verizon.net 
Pittsburgh: 5907 Penn Ave., Suite 225. 
Zip: 15206. Tel: (412) 365-1090. E-mail: 
PittsburghSWP @verizon.net

TEXAS: Houston: 4800 W. 34th St., 
Suite C-51A. Zip: 77092. Tel: (713) 688-
4919. E-mail: swp.houston1@ sbcglobal.
net

WASHINGTON, D.C.: 3717 B 
Georgia Ave. NW, Ground Floor. Zip:  
20010. Tel: (202) 536-5080. E-mail: 
swp.washingtondc@verizon.net

WASHINGTON:  Seattle: 5418 Rainier 
Ave. South.  Zip: 98118-2439. Tel: (206) 323-
1755. E-mail: seattleswp@speakeasy.net

AUSTRALIA
Sydney: 1st Flr, 3/281-287 Beamish 

St., Campsie, NSW 2194. Mailing  
address: P.O. Box 164, Campsie, NSW 2194. 

Tel: (02) 9718  9698. E-mail: cl_australia@
optusnet.com.au

CANADA
ONTARIO:  Toronto: 2238 Dundas St. 

W., #201, Postal code M6R 3A9. Tel: (416) 
535-9140. E-mail: cltoronto@bellnet.ca

FRANCE
Paris: P.O. 175, 23 rue Lecourbe. 

Postal code: 75015. Tel: (01) 40-10-28-37.  
E-mail: milpath.paris@laposte.net

NEW ZEALAND
Auckland: Suite 3, 7 Mason Ave., 

Otahuhu. Postal address: P.O. Box 3025. Tel: 
(9) 276-8885. E-mail: clauck@xtra.co.nz

SWEDEN
Stockholm: Bildhuggarvägen 17, 12144 

Johanneshov. Tel: (08) 31 69 33. E-mail: 
kfstockholm@tele2.se

UNITED KINGDOM
ENGLAND: London: First Floor, 120 

Bethnal Green (Entrance in Brick Lane). 
Postal code: E2 6DG. Tel: 020-7613-3855. 
E-mail: cllondon@onetel.com

SCOTLAND: Edinburgh: Second 
Floor, 105 Hanover St. Postal code: 
EH2 1DJ. Tel: 0131-226-2756. E-mail: 
cl.edinburgh@ btinternet.com

if you like this paper, look us up 

Below is an excerpt from Fertile 
Ground: Che Guevara and Bolivia, one 
of Pathfinder’s Books of the Month for 
December. It is an interview with Ro-
dolfo Saldaña, a founding member of 
the National Liberation Army (ELN) of 
Bolivia, which was led by Ernesto Che 
Guevara, an Argentine-born leader 
of the Cuban Revolution, and Bolivian 
revolutionary Inti Peredo. 

In the excerpt below, Saldaña de-
scribes how he joined the Bolivian Com-
munist Party in 1950 and went to work 
in the country’s largest tin mine to re-
cruit other miners to the party. Saldaña 
and other revolutionaries left the CP in 
1966, when the party leadership, under 
the direction of its general secretary, 
Mario Monje, refused to support the 
guerrilla effort led by Guevara. Saldaña 

led the ELN’s underground network in 
the cities and tin mining regions, which 
supplied the guerrilla fighters and re-
cruited more youth, miners, and others 
to their ranks. 

Following the death in combat of Gue-
vara and most of the other ELN fighters 
in October 1967, Saldaña continued his 
revolutionary activity. He died in Ha-
vana in 2000. Copyright ©2001 Path-
finder Press. Reprinted by permission. 

Question: Tell us something about 
your personal history. How did you be-
come involved in political activity?

Saldaña: Well, my first political strug-
gles began when I entered high school. I 
was always on the side of the revolution-
ary forces. 

Question: What year was this?
Saldaña: In 1947 I began high school 

in the city of Sucre. In 1946 there was a 
popular insurrection against the govern-
ment of [Gualberto] Villarroel. Villar-
roel was hanged from a lamppost in La 
Paz, together with one of his followers. 
. . . 

In 1950 the Communist Party was 
formed primarily by young people who 
had been members of the PIR [Party of 
the Revolutionary Left]. . . . I participat-
ed in some actions, strikes that ended in 
confrontations, in massacres. That was 
when I began my political life, in the 
CP. This was in 1950. I was practically a 
founding member. . . . 

Then I became a member of the Com-
munist Party’s organization commis-
sion, and in that commission we began 
to consider what to do, how to organize 
the party. We decided that the most im-

portant thing was to organize the party 
among the proletariat. But we had to 
consider what sectors of the proletariat 
were the most important, and where in 
the countryside we should devote spe-
cial attention.

That was how we decided we had to 
begin in the mines. We identified the 
most important mines in the country 
at the time: the Siglo XX, which had 
around 6,000 workers, the largest mine 
on the continent at that time; Potosí; and 
Pulacayo.

At first we did what had always been 
done. A leader would travel, meet with 
some people who belonged to the party 
or wanted to belong to the party, a cell 
would be formed, the comrade who had 
attended the first meeting would leave, 
and then nothing would happen after 
that. And once again we would have the 
same situation.

So three comrades went to these three 
mines to stay there about a month, find 
the people, meet with them, and orga-
nize the party.

But we reached the conclusion this 
wasn’t enough. We would go, assuming 
we could hit all three, hold a bunch of 

meetings with people we had met with 
many times, explain the situation, and 
then once again the thing would evapo-
rate. The only way to guarantee that the 
party would be organized for real was 
for us, the three of us, to enter the mines. 
That was how I became a miner at Siglo 
XX.

We also determined that we had to go 
inside the mines themselves, not remain 
outside in other sections, but to go into 
the very center of the mine. And so I be-
came a miner.

The section I entered, which was 
made up of young men, was the speci-
men section. These are miners who go 
around in groups taking samples from 
the unmined locations and bringing 
them to the laboratory to determine 
what quantity of mineral the specimen 
contains. This was a mobile group. One 
day they would work here, the next day 
there, and the following day somewhere 
else. It was an ideal situation to make 
contact with a lot of people.

At first the specimen section had 
around 200 workers. Eventually the ma-
jority of the miners there became mem-
bers of the party; they formed their cell 
and held meetings. That was where we 
recruited Rosendo García Maismán [the 
leader of the mine workers’ federation at 
Siglo XX]. 

So now the party existed. Then we 
pointed out the party had to expand 
within the mine, and we said that peo-
ple should transfer to different sections 
of the mine. But people did not want to 
move. In order to have the others do so, I 
had to set the example, and I went to the 
most difficult section, Block Caving.

There the amount of space was very 
small, and there was a lot of dust. A lot 
of dynamite was used, there were many 
explosions. In short, the work was very 
tough, very difficult. There are people 
who get silicosis after three months. 
Their lungs are destroyed. That’s where 
I went.

García Maismán went to one section. 
And the same with the other comrades, 
who transferred to different sections. 
Then the party encompassed much 
more. It wasn’t just the specimen sec-
tion, but we had party groups in other 
sections.

Prensa Latina

Bolivians demonstrate in support of the Cuban Revolution in the early 1960s. Saldaña 
was a leader of the Bolivian movement to extend socialist revolution to South America.



Mine safety through union power

The Militant    December 10, 2007            9

Editorial

Baghdad and KRG in conflict over oil

Pakistan president 
resigns army post

Continued from front page

power, at the same time they speak of the movement 
by Blacks for their rights in the United States.” 

The panel sparked a lively discussion on the dif-
fering and evolving historical contexts in which 
terms such as Black, Afro-descendent, Afro-Cu-
ban, and African American have been used in the 
United States, Cuba, and Venezuela. 

On November 16 Pathfinder presented new edi-
tions of Women’s Liberation and the African Free-
dom Struggle and We Are Heirs of the World’s Rev-
olutions by Thomas Sankara, leader of the revolu-
tion in the West African country of Burkina Faso 
from 1983 to 1987. Some 35 people attended, in-
cluding a large number of Afro-descendent women 
who were especially eager to discuss the example of 
the Burkina Faso revolution and the impetus it gave 
to women’s emancipation struggles. A presentation 
by Omari Musa, a Miami-based garment worker 
and longtime activist in the fight for Black rights, 
elicited many questions, and discussion continued 
past the fair’s closing time.  

Other book fair events included poetry readings, 
writing workshops, and nightly performances of 
African and indigenous dance. A rock concert 
the final night closed the festival. The expanding 
thirst for reading and study registered throughout 
the 10 days of events reflect the sharpening class 
struggle and heightened political debate here in 
Venezuela.  

Continued from page 7

Venezuela book fair

BY róger calero
November 28—Pakistani president Pervez 

Musharraf stepped down as head of the country’s 
army today, leading up to his swearing-in for a sec-
ond five-year term as president.  

The move is the latest of a series of maneuvers 
aimed at securing the Musharraf government in the 
face of growing political instability in Pakistan. 
Prior to October elections, Musharraf, a steady 
ally for Washington in its war in Afghanistan, had 
pledged to give up his post as army chief.  

Musharraf declared a state of emergency and sus-
pended the country’s constitution November 3. He 
replaced more than half the judges in the Supreme 
Court in anticipation of a court decision that would 
have blocked his eligibility for reelection while 
heading the military. On November 22, the court 
dismissed opposition petitions that challenged his 
October reelection. Sustained protests by lawyers, 
judges, journalists, unionists, and opposition par-
ties have challenged the implementation of marshal 
law. 

Former prime minister Nawaz Sharif returned to 
Pakistan November 25 after seven years in exile. 
Sharif vowed to intensify street protests until mar-
tial law is lifted.  

Musharraf ousted Sharif in a 1999 military coup. 
Sharif was accused of corruption and hijacking—
charges that were dropped in exchange for his leav-
ing the country for ten years. Reflecting the rapidly 
changing political situation and mounting interna-
tional pressure, Sharif returned with little interfer-
ence from Musharraf. Less than three months ago 
Musharraf had Sharif deported to Saudi Arabia just 
hours after his arrival in Pakistan. Musharraf has 
repeatedly said he would not allow Sharif to return 
to participate in January elections.  

“Being forced to so accept Sharif’s return from 
exile shows how much power Musharraf has lost in 
the last few months,” said Bruce Riedel, a former 
National Security Council member and official in 
the U.S. administration of William Clinton.  

On his return, Sharif filed nomination papers as 
a candidate for January’s parliamentary elections. 
Calling for Musharraf’s removal from power, he 
said he would not serve as prime minister under 
Musharraf.  

A meeting of the umbrella group of opposi-
tion parties known as the All Parties Democratic 
Movement is scheduled to take place November 
29 to discuss whether the parties will boycott the 
January elections. 

law is considered key to assuring wealthy Sunnis, who 
were the backbone of the Hussein regime, that they 
have a stake in the new U.S.-backed government. 

Sharistani said the governments of Iran, Syria, and 
Turkey will assist in preventing the KRG from ex-
porting oil from northern Iraq. The capitalist rulers 
in Tehran, Damascus, and Ankara fear that the KRG 
inspires nationalist aspirations among Kurds living in 
those countries. 

The Turkish military has massed up to 100,000 
troops along its border with northern Iraq and threat-
ened to invade the region to destroy bases of the Kurd-
istan Workers Party (PKK), which has been conduct-
ing a decades-long war in southeastern Turkey. An-
kara has 1,500 troops several miles inside Iraq. 

Under pressure from Washington and Ankara, the 
KRG has been stepping up efforts to get the PKK to 
end its armed struggle. The KRG has set up roadblocks 
to curb the supplies and movements of the PKK and 
banned reporters from traveling to PKK bases.  

Attacks decline
Iraqi civilian deaths declined from at least 1,023 in 

September to at least 905 in October, according to an 
AP count. Over the same two months U.S. military 
deaths fell from 65 to 39 a month.

Iraqi prime minister Nouri al-Maliki said suicide 
attacks and other bombings dropped by 77 percent in 
Baghdad since last year.  

Fighting continues, however. A suicide bomb-
ing killed three police and three civilians in Ramadi 
November 21. Earlier that week, a car bomb in a pre-
dominantly Shiite neighborhood of Baghdad claimed 
seven lives. A roadside bomb killed three children. 

While the Bush administration has made little prog-
ress in getting the Iraqi government to approve a range 
of laws the administration has called benchmarks, it 
has made progress in winning the support of Sunni 
sheiks who have turned against al-Qaeda. 

The U.S. military has recruited 26,000 Iraqi civil-
ians to help fight al-Qaeda-led forces. They come from 
Baghdad suburbs, and in Karbala, Najaf, and Wassit 
provinces. Al-Qaeda has suffered defeats in its former 
strongholds of Anbar and Diyala provinces. 

In addition, former Baathists are being reinstated 
to their old government jobs, one of the benchmarks 
for “national reconciliation.” Seventy former teach-
ers, army officers, and police who were members of 
Hussein’s Baath party were reinstated in Anbar after 
joining the fight against al-Qaeda. 

U.S. and Iraqi officials attribute the decline in at-
tacks in part to cooperation from Iran in reducing aid 
to Shiite militias. Tehran, Washington, and Baghdad 
have held three rounds of talks since May.

Progress in those negotiations has led Shiite cleric 
Muqtada al-Sadr to order his Mahdi Army militia to 
freeze operations and begin steps towards becoming a 
legal political movement, according to Stratfor, a pri-
vate U.S. intelligence outfit. 

War funding 
Meanwhile, congressional Democrats are promot-

ing a timetable for redeployment of troops in Iraq as 
an “antiwar” measure in their latest bill to fund the 
wars there and in Afghanistan. Redeployment out of 
combat areas in Iraq would begin within 30 days of the 
bill’s approval. But like previous Democrat-sponsored 
war funding bills, it would leave untold thousands of 
troops to conduct “antiterrorist” operations. 

LETTERS

The letters column is an open 
forum for all viewpoints on 
subjects of interest to working 
people. Please keep your letters 
brief. Where necessary they will 
be abridged. Please indicate if 
you prefer that your initials be 
used rather than your full name.

Students push back migra
The November 7 Arizona Daily 

Star contains and article and a col-
umn by Ernesto Portillo Jr. about a 
student march against the Border 
Patrol on the campus of Catalina 
Magnet High School. The 100 who 
marched succeeded in getting the 
Tucson Police Department and the 
Tucson Unified School District to 
announce that they will no longer 
summon Border Patrol officials or 
immigration authorities to school 
grounds.

The article quotes Catalina 
High School sophomore Daninza 
Bautista, “We’re doing something 
positive, something valuable. 
We’re showing other students to 

stand up for what is right.”
Betsy McDonald
Tucson, Arizona

U.S.: A possible revolution
I have been following the Mil-

itant’s coverage of the discussion 
in Venezuela about the question, is 
a revolution possible in the United 
States? One of the issues in that 
debate questioned whether the 
Civil War was, in effect, a revolu-
tion. In my opinion the answer to 
this question has to do with the 
fact that before the Civil War the 
federal government supported the 
interests of slave owners and after 
that war those interests were forc-
ibly pushed aside. 

This didn’t mean that discrimina-
tion ended. Today there are 580,000 
Black men in prison while there are 
only 40,000 Black men who gradu-
ate college every year. These sta-
tistics reflect just one aspect of the 
systematic discrimination which 
continues in the United States.

Steve Halpern
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

In late October two more U.S. coal miners were 
killed on the job, both in West Virginia. 

Howard Harris, 54, was caught in a conveyor belt 
at a mine owned by United Coal. Charles Kenney, 34, 
was pinned by a dislodged rock at a Long Branch En-
ergy Corp. mine. That raised to 29 the number of coal 
miners killed at work in U.S. mines so far this year.

Two weeks later, a U.S. Labor Department report 
exposed the fact, not surprising to workers, that the 
Mine Safety and Health Administration (MSHA), has 
routinely failed to carry out required inspections of 
mines and falsely inflated its enforcement record. On 
top of that, the fines are so small that bosses can get 
away with their murderous neglect year after year.

These facts underscore the reality facing coal min-
ers, and millions of other workers today—the bosses’ 
brutal “productivity” drive. The findings in the latest 
report offer further confirmation that the high death 
toll in mining is due neither to “acts of God” nor to 
“the nature of the industry,” as the bosses and their 
apologists claim. It is caused by the accelerating drive 
for profits by the wealthy owners, who want to pro-
duce as much coal as they can in the shortest time pos-

sible. Ensuring proper roof support, dust control, and 
other safety requirements are just irritations that get 
in the way of making money as far as the bosses are 
concerned.

MSHA and the rest of the capitalist government are 
complicit in covering up for the employers’ wanton 
disregard for life and limb. Faulty MSHA inspections 
were discovered at numerous mines where fatal disas-
ters occurred recently, including Crandall Canyon in 
Utah, Darby in Kentucky, and Aracoma Alma No. 1 
and Sago in West Virginia.

Miners have seen from bitter experience that they 
cannot depend on MSHA—or, for that matter, any 
other government agency, court, or capitalist politi-
cian—to enforce safety conditions. The only force 
that has the interest and the power to do that is the 
organized miners themselves.

There is only one way to effectively protect work-
ers’ lives and well-being. We need to organize unions 
wherever they don’t exist. Where we have a union, we 
must use our collective power on the job when safety 
is threatened. Labor’s watchword must be: No miner 
has to die!
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