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BY ARGIRIS MALAPANIS 
In several recent interviews with the 

media, U.S. secretary of defense Donald 
Rumsfeld rebuffed once again liberal critics 
of the White House who are either claiming 
that the Bush administration is moving to 
reinstitute the draft or are themselves calling 
for its reintroduction. 

In a July 26 Department of Defense “Spe-
cial Briefi ng on U.S. Army Transformation,” 
Gen. Peter Schoomaker, U.S. army chief of 
staff, made similar points. 

“The fact is we don’t need” a draft, Rums-
feld told Radio America July 22. “We are 
doing well with respect to recruiting and 
retention.”

Edd Hendee of Radio America had asked 
Rumsfeld about allegations that “we’re un-

BY RÓGER CALERO 
AND JOEL BRITTON

PRICE, Utah—“C.W. Mining is an em-
ployer that is part of the Kingston Order 
Entities with 173 businesses,” said Richard 
Rosenblatt, attorney for the United Mine 
Workers of America (UMWA) on behalf of 
miners at the Co-Op mine near Huntington, 
fi ghting for representation by the UMWA. 

“The evidence will show that many 
members who work in the mine are either 
children or grandchildren of supervisors, or 
children or grandchildren of the founding 
members of the Order,” continued Rosenb-
latt. The attorney was presenting his opening 
statement at a fact-fi nding hearing of the 
National Labor Relations Board (NLRB) 
held here July 20-21 in the Carbon County 
court complex.  

Therefore, Rosenblatt argued, these fam-
ily members have “a confl ict of loyalty,” 
and “lack a community of interest with 
outsiders” in the bargaining unit and must 
be “excluded” from the right to vote in a 
union election that the NLRB has mandated 
be held.  

The hearing followed a decision by the 
government agency at the end of June that 
C.W. Mining had illegally fired the 75 
miners last September for union activity. 
It ordered the company to offer uncondi-

BY SAM MANUEL
WASHINGTON, D.C.—“The response 

we have already gotten from working peo-
ple here to our ballot effort gives us more 
confi dence to strengthen our soapboxing, 

other speaking engagements, media work, 
and overall campaigning as we organize si-
multaneously to get on the ballot in Minne-
sota, Nebraska, Delaware, and Wisconsin,” 
said Arrin Hawkins, at a campaign rally 

here July 24, the fi rst day of petitioning in 
this city. After three days, more than 6,000  
people had signed petitions to place the 
Socialist Workers slate—Róger Calero 
for president and Arrin Hawkins for vice 

president of the United States—on the 
ballot here.

“We are well on our way to collect-
ing double the requirement,” said Janice 
Lynn, a meat packer and organizer of the 
SWP campaign here. Election authori-
ties require 3,500 signatures to place the 
presidential ticket on the ballot. 

Over the same weekend, some 2,600 
people signed petitions to put the SWP 
slate on the ballot in Minnesota, well 
over the requirement of 2,000 state 
residents (see article on page 6).

In New York, where SWP campaign-
ers collected nearly 30,000 signatures 
in two weeks, a substantial effort is un-
der way to do the necessary paperwork 
to prepare the petitions to be fi led with 
the state by mid-August. At the same 
time, partisans of the socialist cam-
paign there have stepped up literature 
distribution and other outreach work in 
working-class neighborhoods.

“These efforts are further steps 
toward gaining ballot status for the 
party in more states than we have 
been on since 1992,” said Norton 
Sandler, SWP national campaign 
director. “In every case we are using 
the petitioning campaigns as launch-
ing pads for effective campaigning for 

Militant/Dan Fein
Willie Cotton, SWP candidate for U.S. Congress in 15th C.D., right, campaigns at New York’s 
Harlem Bookfair. Campaigners got more than 100 signatures to put party slate on ballot and 
sold 40 books on revolutionary politics, and four subscriptions and 60 copies of the Militant.

AP/Laura Rauch
Boston cop searches passenger’s bag on city subway July 26 during Democratic National Conven-
tion. Democrats are using “homeland defense” as a factional football in the election campaign. 

BY MARTÍN KOPPEL
AND MICHAEL ITALIE

At their national convention 
in Boston, Democratic Party 
politicians made “homeland 
security” the central theme in 
nominating John Kerry as their 
presidential candidate. From 
Sen. Hillary Clinton to Kerry 
himself, they criticized the 
Bush administration for not do-
ing enough to bolster the ability 
of the FBI and CIA to carry out 
domestic spying and to expand 
the use of the military inside 
the United States in the name 
of “fi ghting terrorism.”

The Democrats have pushed 
the “national security” theme 
the hardest, in an increasingly 
factional attempt to inject some 
enthusiasm into their sagging 
campaign and gain an edge 
over the Republicans in the 
2004 elections.

“I will and I can fi ght a more 
effective war on terror than 
President Bush is,” Kerry told 
a crowd in Philadelphia on July 
27. 

Kerry called for extending 
the commission investigating 
the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks on the World 
Trade Center and Pentagon. He demanded 
that “we act now, not talk,” to implement 
its proposals for expanded domestic 
spying operations, released in a July 22 
report. 

The Democratic contender, who often 

waves a copy of the 9/11 commission’s 
report during campaign speeches or inter-
views, criticized Bush for not immediately 
implementing its recommendations. He 
said the commission’s work should con-
tinue another 18 months to monitor wheth-
er “we are doing enough, fast enough, to 

strengthen our homeland security.” 
Kerry made a campaign appearance 

earlier that day at the U.S. naval base in 
Norfolk, Virginia, timed to coincide with 
the recent return of three aircraft carriers 
and 13,000 sailors from the Navy’s “Sum-
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Transit offi cer stands guard March 12 at a Boston subway station

Boston cops to search 
subway riders
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BY RÓGER CALERO
NEW YORK—Palestinian militant 

Farouk Abdel-Muhti, 56, died July 21 in 
Philadelphia. He had just spoken at a meet-
ing there at the Ethical Society as part of 
a panel on detentions and torture. Toward 
the end of the event, he collapsed of a heart 
attack. He was pronounced dead after being 
rushed to the hospital.  

Family and friends of Abdel-Muhti held a 
memorial and prayer service at the Islamic 
Cultural Center in Manhattan July 24 to 
honor his contributions to the fi ght for Pal-
estinian self-determination and social jus-
tice. About 150 people took part, including 
supporters of Abdel-Muhti’s fi ght against 
the U.S. government’s attempts to deport 
him. Many participants also knew him for 

his work as an outspoken advocate of the 
Palestinian national liberation struggle and 
a defender of the Cuban Revolution.  

Abdel-Muhti died just three months after 
being released from prison where he had 
been detained for two years without charges. 
He was arrested by immigration and FBI 
cops on April 26, 2002, who claimed they 
were acting on the basis of a 1995 govern-
ment order to deport him. For 250 days he 
was held in solitary confi nement. Jeff Fogel 
of the Center for Constitutional Rights, one 
of Abdel-Muhti’s attorneys, told the Phila-
delphia Inquirer that “He did not get his 
medication when he was transferred from 
jail to jail. We are looking into the possibility 
of a connection between his death and the 
conditions he endured.”

He won his freedom as the result of a 
public campaign waged by supporters of his 
right to work and live in the United States. 

While his defenders were putting pres-
sure on U.S. authorities to win his release, 
the Palestinian revolutionary remained 
active, organizing political activities with 
other prisoners and extending solidarity 
to others facing government victimization 
and workers fi ghting for dignity and better 
living conditions. 

“While in detention he evolved to become 
a better fi ghter,” said Sharin Chiorazzo, a 
long-time friend of Abdel-Muhti, at the 
memorial meeting. 

After his release, Abdel-Muhti continued 
to speak out in support of the struggle of the 
Palestinian people, and against U.S. govern-
ment attacks on democratic rights. 

Among those present at the memorial was 
Lynne Stewart, a New York attorney facing 
frame-up charges of “providing material 
support for terrorist activity.” 

Stewart told those present how Abdel-
Muhti spoke out and wrote messages from 
jail on her behalf. “When he got out of jail, 
one of the fi rst meetings he attended was one 
in support of my case,” she said. 

Many of Abdel-Muhti’s colleagues from 
WBAI radio, the local station of the Pacifi ca 
Radio network where he worked, were also 
present. 

Abdel-Muhti was born in 1947 in the 
Ramallah district of what is now the Israeli-
occupied West Bank, when it was still under 
British control. He left the West Bank before 
the 1967 takeover by Tel Aviv, living at vari-
ous times in the U.S. and several countries 
in Latin America. He had lived here since 
the 1970s. 

Palestinian militant dies of heart attack in Philadelphia

Militant/Argiris Malapanis
Farouk Abdel-Muhti, April 17, New York.

BY TED LEONARD
BOSTON—Dozens of protesters fi lled 

the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Au-
thority (MBTA) board of directors meeting 
July 8 to speak out against a new security 
policy being initiated. The MBTA, the fi fth 
largest transit system in the United States, 
carries over 1 million people a day on buses, 
subways, and commuter rail trains in the 
greater Boston area.

“As part of an effort to guard against 
terrorism,” the authority announced June 
8, “MBTA police are developing a policy 
that would involve random checks of pas-
sengers’ bags. Both the FBI and the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security have warned 
that terrorists might strike trains and buses 
in major U.S. cities using bombs concealed 
in bags or luggage.

“While it is the MBTA’s goal to have the 
policy in place prior to the Democratic Na-
tional Convention, it’s important to note that 
MBTA Police are looking long-term.”

“Transit Watch, Update July 2004,” which 
is issued by the MBTA, said, “From now on: 
All MBTA customers will be subject to se-
curity inspections of any carry-on item.”

“We consider the policy misguided and 
dangerous,” Urszula Masny-Latos, executive 
director of the Massachusetts National Law-
yers Guild (NLG), told the MBTA board of 
directors. “It is a serious assault on freedom 
and privacy of ordinary Americans. We all 
have a right to walk the streets without going 
through security checkpoints.”

“It will not be random, people from the 
Middle East will be targeted,” said Merrie 
Najimy, from the Massachusetts American-
Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee.

Spokespeople for the MBTA have said you 
can refuse to be searched. But if you do, you 
will be asked to leave the station, and if you 
don’t, you will be arrested for trespassing.

“How do I get to work? How does my son 
get to school? I don’t have a choice,” said 
Khalida Samalis, coordinator of the Transit 
Riders Union (TRU).

More than a dozen people from TRU 
spoke at the board meeting. TRU has been 
active in the fi ght against fare increases and 
“racial profi ling” by MBTA police.

“The Fourth Amendment of the U.S. 
Constitution and Article 14 of the Mas-
sachusetts Declaration of Rights protect 

everyone against unreasonable searches,” 
says a fl yer by the American Civil Liber-
ties Union (ACLU).

Rallies sponsored by the Safe and Free 
T Coalition, of about 50 people each, took 
place July 1 and July 13 at a downtown 
subway stop. Mock searches and leafl ets 
explaining riders’ rights in case of searches 
were passed out at the actions. National 
Lawyers Guild members distributed a button 
saying “I do not consent to a search.”

Not everybody at the MBTA board meet-
ing opposed the proposed searches. “We can’t 
depend on a wing and a prayer to keep us safe,” 
said Susan Howard, a member of the Transit 
Police Community Advisory Committee.

The search policy was not on the agenda 
of the board meeting and the members did 
not debate it. Under the manager’s report, 
MBTA general manager Michael Mulhern 
told the board earlier that day he had been 
called by Homeland Security to watch the 
press conference by the agency’s secretary 
Thomas Ridge. “Ridge said there was an in-
creased risk of a terrorist attack and pointed 
to the upcoming Democratic Party conven-
tion in Boston and the Republican Party con-
vention in New York,” Mulhern said. “The 
fi rst political conventions since 9/11.”

Both the ACLU and NLG have said they 
will go to court to stop the searches. The 
policy has not been released to the public 

in writing yet.
Besides the searches, the MBTA has an-

nounced that the Commuter Rail and sub-
way platforms at North Station here will be 
closed during the July 26–29 Democratic 
convention. Riders on the Orange Line 
subway and buses that go on highways by 
the FleetCenter, where the convention is be-
ing held in downtown Boston, will not be 
permitted to carry onboard packages larger 
than “the size of a loaf of bread.”

City authorities have also announced major 
roads will be closed from 4:00 p.m. to 1:00 
a.m. each day during the convention, including 

a six-mile stretch of I-93 that snakes through 
downtown Boston past the FleetCenter.

“The searches are an attack on the rights of 
all working people,” said Laura Garza, Social-
ist Workers candidate for state representative 
in Massachusetts, during a planning meeting 
called by TRU to discuss responding to the 
proposed searches. “They are testing this as-
sault in Boston. If they can get away with it 
they will expand it across the country.”

In May, the MBTA said it was going to 
begin stopping passengers for identifi cation 
checks at various subway stops. Up till now, 
it has not implemented this plan.
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Army ‘transformation’
der size in our military, we can’t hold our 
numbers” and that “we may bring back 
the draft.” 

“There have always been people in our 
country who favored the use of compul-
sion—the draft,” Rumsfeld responded. 
After stating that the ruling class doesn’t 
need a draft now, he added, “We have a 
military today of 1.4 million active and 
another 800-plus thousands in the Guard 
and Reserve. It comes to close to 2.5 mil-
lion, if you include the Individual Ready 
Reserve [IRR].”  

The IRR consists of reservists who 
have completed their training but have 
a military obligation remaining for a 
period, during which they can be called 
for active duty. 

Rumsfeld said that about 125,000 U.S. 
soldiers are now in Iraq, forming the back-
bone of the imperialist occupation forces 
in that country. “Now, out of 2.5 million, 
that’s not a lot,” he added. 

In a July 16 interview on WDUN 
radio, Martha Zoller asked: “Two of 
my sons were going to see a movie and 
somebody came up to them about ‘Fahr-
enheit 9/11’ and said you need to see this 
movie because Don Rumsfeld wants the 
draft. What is the status on our readiness 
and whether we would be considering a 
draft or not?”  

The interviewer was referring to the 
so-called documentary fi lm by Michael 
Moore, now used widely by liberals and 
middle-class radicals across the United 
States as an anti-Bush show to boost the 
Democratic Party campaign to elect John 
Kerry president in November. 

“When I was a congressman in the 
1960s, I was one of the fi rst people in the 
country to put in legislation recommend-
ing that we go to an all-volunteer mili-
tary,” Rumsfeld responded. “I’ve been an 
enthusiastic supporter of it since the early 
1960s, the mid-1960s. The United States 
is not going back to the draft. There are 
a relatively small number of people who, 
for whatever reason…are recommending 
that we go to a draft, but the president is 
against the draft. And there is no need for 
the draft.” 

In another interview the same day on 
the National Public Radio, Rumsfeld re-
plied similarly to questions by Juan Wil-
liams, stating that the volunteer military 
“has worked brilliantly for our country.” 
He added, “To the extent we end up with 
some areas of concern, all we have to do 
is to turn the dials up and increase the 
incentives and reduce the disincentives. 
We can do that. We’re perfectly capable 
of doing it. There were a lot of inequities 
in a draft—in any draft. There certainly 
were inequities in the ones that existed 
back in the ’60s and ’70s.” 

As a news item in the February 3 
American Forces Information Service, a 
Department of Defense publication, put 
it, “Attracting and keeping quality people 
in the military is the highest priority” of 
the 2004 U.S. defense department budget. 
The Pentagon announced that military pay 
raises would average between 2 and 6.25 
percent this year. In order to retain experi-
enced personnel, it would give the highest 
raises to mid-level grades. 

Liberal calls for the draft
Among those who have called for the 

reinstitution of the draft are some of the 
most liberal critics of the Bush administra-
tion. Representatives Charles Rangel of 
New York and John Conyers of Michigan, 
both Democrats, introduced legislation in 
early 2003 that would impose mandatory 
military or national service on men and 
women aged 18–26. If that bill had been 
passed, it would have brought back the 
draft with no exemptions for college or 
graduate students. 

The two congressmen tried to paint 
their proposal as “antiwar,” introducing 
it as tens of thousands of people demon-
strated on a number of occasions against 
the coming Anglo-American invasion 
of Iraq. They argued that by forcing the 
children of the well-to-do into uniform 
and “in harm’s way,” the measure would 
make politicians think twice about going 
to war. They also argued that the armed 
forces were becoming overstretched and 
needed an infusion of personnel. 

“I believe that if we are going to send 

our children to war the governing prin-
ciple must be that of shared sacrifi ce,” 
Rangel wrote in an op-ed column pub-
lished in the Dec. 31, 2002, New York 
Times. The congressman noted that “a 
disproportionate number of the poor and 
members of minority groups make up the 
enlisted ranks of the military, while the 
most privileged Americans are underrep-
resented or absent.” 

Rangel did not mention, of course, that 
the conscript armies in Vietnam and other 
wars were made up overwhelmingly of 
working people and that the families of 
the upper middle class and the bourgeoi-
sie found a myriad of ways to avoid the 
draft for their children. This class divide 
was refl ected in 1967 fi gures showing that 
31 percent of eligible Americans who were 
white were inducted into the military, com-
pared to 67 percent of eligible Blacks. 

The ruling class in the United States 
brought military conscription to a halt in 
1973 as Washington was being defeated 
in Vietnam. Registration for the draft was 
terminated three years later. Democratic 
president James Carter reintroduced it in 
1980. Following an initial period of wide-
spread refusal to sign up, draft registration 
remains in place today. 

‘Transformation’ of U.S. military
What is behind the often heated, but 

always patriotic and pro-imperialist, op-
position to aspects of the White House 
military strategy by many liberals is what 
the Pentagon describes as the “transforma-
tion” of the U.S. armed forces. As the Bush 
administration has carried out widespread 
changes—including shutting down military 
bases, especially in Europe, and ending 
abruptly several arms programs to focus 
on more advanced weapons technology—it 
has aroused the ire of certain capitalist 
families whose profi ts have been affected 
by these shifts. 

As Rumsfeld put it in a Jan. 31, 2002, 
speech at the War College in Washington, 
D.C., “During the Cold War, we faced a 
fairly predictable set of threats. We came 
to know a great deal about our adversary, 
because it was the same one for a long 
period…. But the Cold War is over. The 
Soviet Union is gone, and with it, the famil-
iar security environment to which our na-
tion had grown accustomed.” Washington 
no longer needs a “massive, heavy force 
designed to repel a Soviet tank invasion,” 
Rumsfeld said. 

“Today our adversaries have changed,” 
he continued. Today “we need rapidly de-
ployable, fully integrated joint forces ca-
pable of reaching distant theaters quickly 
and working with our air and sea forces to 
strike adversaries swiftly, successfully, and 
with devastating effect.” 

The changes the U.S. defense secretary 
has described include repositioning U.S. 
forces away from Germany and elsewhere 
in Western Europe to the east and expand-
ing the role of NATO worldwide. They also 
encompass giving a central role to Special 
Operations units, combining commands of 
various branches of the military, outsourc-
ing jobs like running prisons and hospitals 
to nonmilitary entities in order to “turn ev-
ery soldier into a rifl eman” and focus on 
restoring the “warrior ethos” to all units, 
and enhancing the military’s volunteer 
character. 

Rumsfeld returned to these themes in his 
latest public appearances. 

“Our problem isn’t that we’re short 
on total numbers of people, it’s that our 
military needs to be adjusted to fi t the 21st 
century and we’ve been in the process of 
doing that for the last two years,” he said in 
the July 22 interview with Radio America. 
“It takes some time.”

“We’re adjusting our force posture 
around the world—our bases, our forward 
operating sites, and our locations,” he 
continued. “We’re rebalancing the Guard 
and Reserve with the active force so that 
we have the right skill sets on active duty, 
so that we don’t have to call up certain 
skill sets from the Guard and Reserve too 
frequently because, clearly, those people 
consider themselves reservists and not full-
time people. And to the extent you have to 
call them up because you don’t have those 
skills on active duty, it’s not a good thing. 
So we’re fi xing all of that. I think that the 
progress that’s been made is so signifi cant 
that we’re going to see over time that we’ve 

been able to reduce stress on the force in a 
rather signifi cant way.” 

Iraq war boosts transformation
In the July 26 press briefi ng at the Pen-

tagon, U.S. army chief of staff Gen. Peter 
Schoomaker said that the U.S.-led war in 
Iraq, and Washington’s broader “war on ter-
rorism,” has helped accelerate this strategic 
transformation of Washington’s military. 

“This war, as unfortunate as war always 
is,” Schoomaker said, “provides momentum 
and focus and resources to transform that 
you might not have outside of this.” 

He continued, “Now, I don’t  want to un-
derstate…the huge management challenge 
here, and that is managing the convergence 
of the global war on terror and the trans-
formation. But in fact, this convergence is 
very fortuitous.” 

In his opening statement, Schoomaker 
said that “while we are engaged in combat 
operations in both Iraq and Afghanistan,” 
the U.S. rulers are “making some of the most 
signifi cant changes in our army that we have 
made since World War II.” 

The army chief outlined three of the main 
elements of this transformation.  

“The fi rst is that we are restructuring the 
force into modular formations,” he said. 
“We’re calling these the combat forces, 
brigade combat team, units of action. And 
this is a path on the transformation towards 
the eventual Future Combat System—units 
of action.” 

At the same time, he added, “We are 
rebalancing our force between the active 
component of the Army, the active Army, 
the Army National Guard, and the Army 
Reserve.” 

Finally, the general said, “We are stabiliz-
ing the force.” 

Schoomaker went into some detail to 
explain these changes. 

The U.S. Army will grow in the next few 
years by about 30,000 soldiers, he said, as 
part of this process. “There’s a difference in 
growing the Army and increasing the end 
strength,” he said, and this nuance is “the 
essence of the issue.” 

Recruitment and retention in the Army is 
advancing toward more than 100 percent of 
its annual goal this year, the military chief 
said. The Army Reserve is having a similar 
success, he added. Only the National Guard 
is lagging toward 88 percent of its target, 
“but we remain cautiously optimistic that 
we will make our goal.” 

The Army is planning to make more 
of the norm the calling to active duty of 
members of the Reserve and the Individual 
Ready Reserve (IRR). Approximately 5,700 
soldiers from the IRR are being called to fi ll 
vacant positions in the reserve components, 
Schoomaker said, adding that “this is not 
unusual in time of war.” During the 1990–91 
U.S.-led war on Iraq, “we mobilized 20,200 
from the IRR.” 

Gen. Steven Blum, chief of the National 
Guard Bureau, who spoke at the briefi ng 
along with Schoomaker, made it clear that 
it won’t be abnormal for National Guard 
troops to be sent abroad as well. “Make 
no mistake; the number one priority of the 
National Guard is to defend the homeland,” 
he said. “But also don’t make the mistake, 
defending the homeland doesn’t mean you 
only do it here.”  

Continued from front page

As Washington has moved into a period 
of virtually permanent war, the Pentagon 
tops are preparing employers and others 
to get used to the idea that a proportion of 
their workers serving in the various reserve 
forces will often be mobilized for combat 
or military support operations. This has 
been a feature of the Israeli armed forces 
for decades. 

Schoomaker also said that as the navy 
and air force are trimming their numbers, 
the army is trying to shift that personnel into 
its ranks. “We are also developing initiatives 
like a new program called Blue to Green,” 
he stated. “While the navy and the air force 
are trying to reduce their manning…this 
will allow talented sailors and airmen who 
have specialties that we need, that want to 
continue on active duty, to transfer to the 
army.” 

Redeployment in Korea
To make its armed forces around the 

world more effective, Washington is mov-
ing its military deployed in various parts of 
the globe to be closer to theaters of war and 
make it a more agile killing machine. One 
aspect of this repositioning that Schoomaker 
mentioned is Korea.  

There are 37,000 U.S. soldiers in south 
Korea on 41 occupied U.S. military installa-
tions. According to an article in the July 25 
Washington Post, 3,600 of these troops will 
be moved to Iraq in August. By October, the 
Pentagon will move most of its 216 troops 
away from in and around the Joint Security 
Area around Panmujom, the village on the 
so-called Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) that 
separates the Korean peninsula. The U.S. 
military bases in south Korea are also to 
be consolidated to 23 from the current 41. 
Plans are underway for an overall reduction 
of U.S. forces there by almost a third by the 
end of 2005, the Post said. 

The purpose of these changes is to free 
up troops for deployments elsewhere, as the 
remaining imperialist forces on the Korean 
peninsula are relocated about 75 miles south 
of the DMZ—putting them out of range of 
the north Korean artillery. 

The Post quoted an unnamed senior Bush 
administration offi cial saying, “A growing 
number of people in Washington feel that 
our troops in South Korea limit our ability to 
respond to a crisis with North Korea.” 

This provides a glimpse of the kind 
of devastating bombardment through 
advanced weapons that U.S. imperialism 
is planning in case of a military confl ict 
with the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea (DPRK)—instead of fi ghting a land 
war against the DPRK’s army. 

In the July 26 briefi ng, Schoomaker said 
that 8,000 U.S. soldiers in Korea have vol-
untarily extended their tours of duty there. 
He and other army generals present insisted 
that the volunteer character of the military 
is an aid to the ruling class now. 

“Is it true,” a reporter asked the army 
officials at the briefing, “that…soldiers 
who are deployed are reenlisting some-
times at a higher rate than those that aren’t 
deployed?” 

“That’s an absolute fact,” replied Blum.  
“We are a volunteer force, a recruited force. 
People that want to soldier, whether it’s in 
the active component, the Reserves or the 
National Guard.” 

Reuters
U.S. Marines participate in war games with Korean troops in south Korea in 
February. Washington is withdrawing its forces to positions outside the range of 
Pyongyang’s artillery. “A growing number of people in Washington feel that our 
troops in South Korea limit our ability to respond to a crisis with North Korea,” 
an offfi cial in the Bush adminstration told the Washington Post. 
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Utah coal miners 
fight for job safety

NLRB holds hearing in Price on union vote
Continued from front page

BY GUILLERMO ESQUIVEL 
AND ANNE CARROLL

HUNTINGTON, Utah—After two 
weeks on the job, coal miners at the Co-Op 
mine here say they are fi ghting to improve 
safety conditions as part of their counterof-
fensive against the company’s attempt to 
defeat their struggle to win union repre-
sentation by the United Mine Workers of 
America (UMWA). The miners say they are 
working 12-hour rotating shifts and facing 
selective punishment for working by com-
pany rules that supervisors all of a sudden 
chalk up as “safety violations.”

The National Labor Relations Board 
(NLRB) has mandated a union repre-
sentation election be held at Co-Op later 
this summer, and had just held a hearing 
in nearby Price, Utah, to determine who 
will be eligible to vote (see front-page 
article).

Meanwhile, miners say they have de-
cided to act collectively to enforce safety 
at the mine and defend themselves against 
any victimization by the company. Despite 
the long working hours, many miners met 
one day after work recently and organized 
a safety committee of representatives from 
the underground and surface crews, work-
ers said.

The members of the safety committee at-
tended a safety training class two days later 
at the UMWA hall in Price. Bob Butero, 
organizing director of UMWA Region IV, 

organized the class. Butero 
based the class on the 1969 
Mine Act and “A Guide to 
Miners’ Rights and Respon-
sibilities under the Federal 
Mine Safety and Health Act 
of 1977,” copies of which 
were available in English and 
Spanish. 

Under this 1977 law, coal 
miners in the United States 
at both union and nonunion 
mines have the right to elect 
their own representatives to 
accompany federal inspec-
tors during visits at a mine 
to inspect safety. Miners also 
have the right to be informed 
and participate in enforce-
ment and legal proceedings 
under the act, and to request 
and get a federal inspection of 
a mine where they have evidence there is 
an imminent danger.

“This is necessary for us,” said Ricardo 
Chávez, a miner at Co-Op. “A safety com-
mittee made up of miners is for our own 
benefi t and for our own defense. We are 
becoming more aware of our rights.”

Butero reportedly described to the six 
Co-Op miners who attended the class an 
explosion at an underground coal mine in 
Farmington, West Virginia, in 1968 that 
killed over 100 miners. Soon after that 

disastrous blast, and following protests 
by the miners union, the U.S. government 
passed the 1969 Mine Act, Butero said. 
That mine disaster was covered by national 
TV and was one of the things that led to 
a three-week strike by 40,000 coal miners 
and a march of 3,000 to the state capitol 
building in Charleston, West Virginia. The 
Coal Act was a more comprehensive and 
stringent measure than any previous legis-
lation regarding the enforcement of safety 
in coal mines.

On March 9, 1976, one day after a fed-
eral inspector cited the Scotia Coal Com-
pany for three explosion-related safety 
violations, a blast killed 15 miners at the 
Scotia Coal mine in Kentucky. Two days 
later, eight more miners and three federal 
inspectors investigating the mine disaster 
were killed in another explosion.

Butero said that the 1977 Federal Mine 
Safety and Health amendment to the Coal 
Act was passed following this disaster. 
It strengthened and expanded the rights 
of miners and increased protection from 
retaliation by coal bosses for exercising 
the rights workers have under federal law 
to enforce safety. The 1977 law mandated 
federal inspectors to carry out four inspec-
tions per year of underground and surface 
mines. These “Triple A” inspections must 
be carried out through the entire mine. The 
act also set mandatory penalties for coal 
companies who violate safety laws. 

Butero told the miners that they not only 
have a right to have one of their own rep-
resentatives accompany a federal inspector 
during a safety investigation, but they can 
do it without that particular miner losing 
any pay if the inspection is done during 
working hours. The miners said that all 
their safety training by the Co-Op mine 
never instructed them on their rights under 
the 1977 act, which is required of all train-
ing courses.

The miners present at the class said they 
also learned that if a miner is ordered with-
drawn from a mine for insuffi cient safety 
and health training, “The miner cannot be 
fi red or otherwise discriminated against 
and must not suffer a loss of pay because 
of the withdrawal order,” according to the 
1977 act. One of the Co-Op miners who 
was part of the nine-and-a-half-month 
strike is facing company discrimination 
for this very reason, workers said. The 
miners asked the UMWA to fi le a com-
plaint with the Mine Safety and Health 
Administration (MSHA) demanding the 
reinstatement of this miner with full pay 
for the days he didn’t work and payment 
of his training.

At the same time, the Co-Op bosses 
have continued their offensive against 
UMWA backers with more written warn-
ings on safety. One boss recently issued fi ve 
written notices to his crew, Co-Op miners 
reported. Two warnings were reportedly 
given to two UMWA supporters and the 
other three to relatives of the mine owners, 
the Kingstons. Miners said the latter was 
done only to paint a façade that the bosses 
don’t discriminate.

“For so many years the bosses never 
talked about or cared so much about 
safety,” said one of the miners who sup-
ports the UMWA and attended the class 
with Butero. “Why now?”

The miners said they will submit a list 
of names to MSHA and the company with 
their safety representatives and start tak-
ing charge of safety on the job in a more 
collective way.

About 20 Co-Op miners, many of whom 
were part of the strike, recently met with 
Alfonso Brito, a representative of the Mexi-
can Consulate in Salt Lake City, Utah. He 
told the miners that the Mexican Consulate 
had been following the strike and noticed 
that the miners had remained united and 
strong. 

tional reinstatement to all the dismissed 
employees, and decided to conduct a union 
representation election. 

The Co-Op miners have been fi ghting 
for a union in order to better organize to 
press for safety on the job, and to get bet-
ter wages and working conditions. Most 
production workers at Co-Op were paid 
between $5.25 and $7 an hour, while 
wages for underground coal miners in 
the United States average at least $17 
an hour. 

The UMWA had fi led a representation 
petition with the NLRB regional offi ce in 
Denver in May, on behalf of the Co-Op coal 
miners after the large majority of the 75 
dismissed miners signed up for the union. 
The UMWA took advantage of a legally 
required window in the so-called contract 
between C.W. Mining and the company 
“union,” the International Association of 
United Workers Union (IAUWU), that the 
Co-Op miners have been working under. 

NLRB off icer Nancy Brandt heard 
arguments and received evidence from 
attorney Carl Kingston for the Co-Op 
bosses and Mark Hansen for the IAUWU, 
as well as Rosenblatt for the UMWA. The 
lawyers were given an August 4 deadline 
for submitting briefs to the NLRB regional 
director in Denver, who is expected to rule 
on who will be included in the bargain-
ing unit at the Co-Op mine, and therefore 
would be eligible to vote in the representa-
tion election. 

At the heart of the issues before the 
NLRB is whether members of the Kings-
ton family employed at the mine should be 
allowed to vote.

The company submitted a list of approxi-
mately 100 Kingstons and others who are 
listed on the company’s payroll as part-time 
or seasonal help. Some on the company’s 
list also work full time alongside approxi-
mately four dozen miners who are mostly 
immigrants from Mexico. 

Rosenblatt presented evidence and 
called on witnesses to support the UMWA 
argument that the relatives of the Kingston 
family employed in the mine derive ben-
efi ts none of the other miners do and their 
direct connection to the owners of the mine 
represents a confl ict of interest. 

Former clan member testifi es 
Among the witnesses called by the 

UMWA were Ronald Barton, a criminal 
investigator for the Utah attorney general, 
who had put together a genealogy of the 
Kingston family, and LuAnn Kingston 
Cooper, who left the polygamous clan in 

2000 to escape from an incestuous mar-
riage. Their testimonies established that 
about 95 percent of the nonimmigrant 
C.W. Mining employees are related to the 
Kingstons. This reinforced the UMWA’s 
argument on the overlap between most of 
those listed as employees on the company’s 
payroll and stockholders and owners of the 
mine, as well as owners and managers of 
other Kingston-owned businesses. 

The Kingston clan, also known as the 
Latter Day Church of Christ, and associ-
ated with the Davis County Co-operative, 
is estimated to include 1,200 members. The 
family has amassed a $150 million busi-
ness operation that includes pawn shops, 
restaurant supply stores, dairies, and mines 
throughout six western states. The Co-Op 
mine is reportedly one of its most profi t-
able businesses. 

In her testimony, LuAnn Kingston Coo-
per described the “service statements” and 
“card system” used instead of paychecks to 
compensate members of the clan employed 
in Kingston businesses. Under this setup, 
Cooper testifi ed, most clan members are 
restricted to using their debit-type cards 
at Kingston-owned businesses. Cooper 
said she began working at the clan’s main 
offi ce in the 1990s at the age of 12. She 
also explained how at meetings every other 
Friday of the Davis County Co-operative 
group they were instructed to “be polite” 
but not to fraternize with the “outsiders,” 
referring to non-members of the clan, after 
working hours. 

Cooper described how members of the 
family get assigned to work in the mine. 
“They were told to go,” she said. She cited 
as an example Robert Petersen, a young 
member of the clan who was told to work 
at Co-Op, started working there, but didn’t 
like it and was not given a choice to work 
in any of the other Kingston businesses, 
according to Cooper. “They wouldn’t let 
him work anywhere else,” Cooper said. 
Petersen ended up cutting his ties with the 
family, she stated. 

The company and company union attor-
neys presented witnesses who claimed that 
Kingston family members employed at the 
mine are hired like everyone else and are 
subject to the same policies and pay scales 
as other employees. 

Evidence submitted by the UMWA to 
counter this argument included job applica-
tions fi lled out by Kingston clan members 
that were taken from the Co-Op personnel 
fi les, after being subpoenaed for the hear-
ing. Every application had only the name 
of the individual and an address on it. 

“We are here to provide additional sup-

port for the status of workers and members 
of the union,” said Mark Hansen, the at-
torney representing the so-called IAUWU. 
Joining Hansen were Neven Bratt, who 
said he is the vice-president of the “inter-
national union,” and Chris Grundvig, who 
described himself as the president of the 
IAUWU “local” at the Co-Op mine. 

Grundvig claimed that the company out-
fi t has more than 100 members—including 
supervisors, managerial, offi ce, and cleri-
cal employees. 

During cross-examination by Rosenb-
latt, Bratt testifi ed that the other two of-
fi cers of the IAUWU are Ronald and Vicky 
Mattingly. The current address listed for 
the IAUWU is the home of the couple. In 
answering the UMWA lawyer, Bratt said 
that the IAUWU offi cers had been elected 
at a convention held at Mattingly’s home. 
He also admitted that the “international” 
has only one “local,” the one at Co-Op. 

Among the scores of relatives of the 
mine owners and founders of the Davis 
County Co-operative mentioned by Bar-
ton and Cooper during their testimony, 
were Chris Grundvig, Bratt, and attorney 
Hansen, who Cooper testifi ed is a cousin of 
C.W. Mining attorney Carl Kingston. 

Throughout much of the hearing, Han-
sen and Carl Kingston teamed up against 
Rosenblatt, raising one objection after 
another to his questions of witnesses. In 
virtually every case, the NLRB hearing 
offi cer allowed the UMWA attorney to 
proceed. 

Soon after the hearing began, Hansen 
quit pretending there was a distinction 
between the pro-boss outfi t and the com-
pany, and even asked for a recess in order 
to consult with Carl Kingston before 
continuing.

The NLRB regional director in Denver 
will rule on which of the Co-Op workers 
can vote in the union election. Those voting 
will reportedly have the option to choose 
to be represented by the UMWA, the 
company’s IAUWU, or no union at all.

From the beginning of their fi ght for a 
union at Co-Op, miners have said the com-
pany outfi t never represented them when 
they were victimized by the bosses. 

At the hearing Rosenblatt said the 
UMWA reserved the right to challenge in 
the courts the legitimacy of the company 
union, which was recognized by the NLRB 
more than 20 years ago.  

Bob Butero, organizing director of Re-
gion IV of the UMWA, told reporters that 
a decision could come two to three weeks 
after the August 4 deadline for attorneys 
from both sides to submit their briefs.  

Militant/Pat Miller
Co-Op miners and supporters rally July 17 in front of Kingston family–owned business in Salt 
Lake City, Utah, to protest company war on unionists during fi rst week back at work. 
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Fatalities rise at coal mines in U.S. South

Proposal to ban gay marriage stopped at U.S. Senate

Pennsylvania striking 
nursing home workers 
picket company offices

Militant/Marty Ressler
Members of Service Employees International Union Local 1199P on strike against  
Washington Presbyterian nursing home since June 1, picket on July 17 outside com-
pany headquarters in Oakmont, Pennsylvania. 

BY DOUG NELSON
The Federal Marriage Amendment, a 

proposed amendment to the U.S. Consti-
tution that would ban same-sex marriage, 
will not be brought to a vote in the U.S. 
Senate this month as its supporters had 
hoped. A motion to end debate on the pro-
posal and proceed to a vote failed July 14. 
The 48-50 vote on the procedural motion 
fell 12 short of the 60 votes required. 

Six Republican senators voted against 
the proposal and three Democrats voted in 
favor, but the vote was largely split along 
party lines with Republicans mostly favor-
ing the amendment. 

Had the amendment been placed on the 
fl oor of the Senate for a vote, it was likely 
to have been defeated because it requires a 
two-thirds majority—67 of the 100 votes—
to pass, as well as a two-thirds majority in 
the House of Representatives, and three-
quarters of the state legislatures.

U.S. president George W. Bush had pro-
claimed his support for such an amendment 
for the fi rst time in a statement February 
24— two weeks after the decision of San 
Francisco mayor Gavin Newsom to start 
issuing marriage licenses to gay couples in 
that city. “If we’re to prevent the meaning 
of marriage from being changed forever, 
our nation must enact a constitutional 
amendment to protect marriage in Amer-
ica,” Bush said. The president also made 
public appearances campaigning for the 
amendment’s passage leading up to the 
July 14 vote.

Bush’s stance, like that of the majority 
of Republicans in the Senate who spoke 
in favor of the Federal Marriage Amend-
ment, was grandstanding for a proposal that 
had virtually no chance of success. It was 
well crafted to consolidate support among 

the Senate and 342—67 in the House. 
The measure allows state governments to 
refuse to recognize same-sex marriages 
performed in other states. After its pas-
sage, 39 states passed laws modeled after 
it, joining four others that already had laws 
that prohibit the recognition of same-sex 
marriages. 

The same year, the Senate also rejected 
a bill that would have banned employers 
from discriminating on the basis of sexual 
orientation. 

Many senators, including Democratic 
presidential candidate John Kerry, have 
made it clear that their opposition to the 
Federal Marriage Amendment is not an 
endorsement of same-sex marriage. “Both 
John and I believe fi rmly and absolutely 
that marriage is between a man and a wom-
an,” Kerry said, referring to his running 
mate John Edwards. “But we also believe 
that you don’t play with the constitution 
of the United States for political purposes 
and amend the Bill of Rights when you 
don’t need to.” 

Currently, Massachusetts is the only 
state that has legalized gay marriage. The 
city of San Francisco has issued over 3,200 
licenses to same-sex couples in defi ance of 
California law. Only the states of Califor-
nia, Hawaii, New Jersey, and Vermont have 
laws that give some benefi ts to same-sex 
couples. In fi ve states, including California 
and Vermont, politicians have introduced 
legislation that would permit same-sex 
couples to marry.  

Three states—Alaska, Nebraska, and 
Nevada—have bans on gay marriage 
written into their constitutions. Seven other 
states have referendums on this year’s bal-
lot to include similar amendments to their 
state constitutions. 

conservative-minded voters who constitute 
an important part of the electoral base of 
the Republican Party. Since February, the 
president put forward no timetable and 
proposed no campaign to speed progress 
of the amendment. He began speaking in 
favor of it in early July as the Republican 
leadership was getting ready to push for a 
vote in the Senate with full knowledge it 
had no chance of success. 

At the same time, the Bush administra-
tion has distanced itself from the “culture 
war” approach of the ultraright on this 
and other issues. Any amendment defi n-
ing marriage, Bush said, should leave state 
legislatures “free to make their own choices 
in defi ning legal arrangements other than 
marriage” —a reference to civil unions. In 
2000, Vermont was the fi rst state to pass 
a law recognizing civil unions, giving 
same-sex couple access to state marriage 
benefi ts.  

Most capitalist politicians do not favor 
amending the Constitution to include an 
antigay clause, refl ecting the gains working 
people have made through the civil rights 
movement and the struggle for women’s 
liberation. Discrimination on the basis of 
race or sex is not acceptable by a majority 
in bourgeois public opinion today. Inroads 
have also been made against anti-gay dis-
crimination.

While support for civil rights for gays 
and lesbians has grown in recent years, 
however, there doesn’t seem to have been 
the same change of attitude toward the 
question of gay marriage. 

The Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA), 
signed into law by William Clinton in 1996, 
defi nes marriage as a “union only between 
a man and a woman.” The act passed with 
an overwhelming majorities of 85–14 in 

BY CLAY DENNISON
BIRMINGHAM, Alabama—United 

Mine Workers of America member Gary 
Wayne Keeton was killed April 22 while 
working by himself along a coal conveyor 
belt at the Jim Walter Resources No. 7 mine 
near Brookwood, Alabama. He is the eighth 
coal miner killed in the United States in 
2004. According to a UMWA press release, 
the belt Keeton was working along started 
without warning. His body was found on 
a coal pile outside the mine, after being 
carried 9,000 feet through the mine on the 
conveyor system. 

On May 11, 150 working and retired min-
ers and family members from every union 
mine in Alabama picketed a meeting of Mine 
Safety and Health Administration (MSHA) 
and Jim Walter Resources offi cials, to voice 
their anger about lax compliance with mine 
safety laws by state mine operators and lax 
enforcement by MSHA. 

The meeting, at a restaurant in Huey-
town, Alabama, was sponsored by the 
Holmes Safety Association. This is an 
organization started in 1916 that claims 
to promote cooperation by company, gov-
ernment, and labor groups to prevent mine 
fatalities and promote safety. The fi rst mine 
safety laws with any real teeth, however, 
were not written until the 1970s in face of 
mass mobilizations by miners and strikes. 
The featured speaker at the dinner was 
MSHA Administrator Ray McKinney, a 
top agency offi cial. 

A month later, on June 16, Kenneth 
Battles was killed at the same mine. He 
is the 12th coal miner to be killed on the 
job this year. He was killed when he was 
crushed by a coal car in an underground coal 
bunker that he was hosing out. According to 
MSHA, the bunker operator was unaware of 
his location. As the coal bosses have cut the 
number of workers, it has become common 
for miners to work by themselves cleaning 
spilled coal along belt haulage areas. 

The same day Battles was killed, Edwin 
Pennington, a 25-year-old miner, died 
when the mine roof fell on him in a Bell 
County Coal Corporation mine in Perry 
County, Kentucky, where he worked for an 
independent contractor. A few hours later, 
Eric Chaney, 26, lost his life in another roof 
collapse in a Dags Branch Coal Corpora-
tion mine in Pike County, Kentucky. 

“Our Alabama miners have suffered 
through the tragic September 2001 explo-

sions at JWR No. 5 that killed 13 UMWA 
miners, and now these latest deaths,” said 
UMWA president Cecil Roberts in a press 
statement. “They have a lot of questions, and 
MSHA needs to start providing some real 
answers, not just lip service. This latest trend 
must be reversed—sooner, not later.” 

Investigations by the UMWA and 
MSHA found that the company had been 
grossly negligent, failing to carry out basic 
safety measures that could have prevented 

the buildup of explosive quantities of 
methane gas and coal dust that caused the 
September 2001 explosion. The union also 
faulted MSHA for lax enforcement of mine 
safety laws. 

MSHA has not released a report on its 
investigation of Keeton’s death or of the 
fi ve other miners killed since then.

Clay Dennison is a member of UMWA 
Local 2133.

BY MARTY RESSLER
OAKMONT, Pennsylvania—“Presby-

terian is unfair! All we want is our fair 
share!” shouted nursing home work-
ers striking Presbyterian SeniorCare in 
Washington, Pennsylvania. Organized by 
Service Employees International Union 
(SEIU) Local 1199P, the workers carried 
their fi ght July 17 to company headquarters 
here, 45 miles away from Washington.

More than 40 demonstrators marched 
and rallied in the rain in front of the 
Presbyterian SeniorCare facility and 
headquarters to demand the company 
raise staffi ng levels, provide health care 
and decent wages to the workers, and stop 
transporting workers from the nonunion 
Oakmont site to Washington to cross their 
picket lines.

Some 150 nurses, laundry and house-
keeping workers, and drivers had walked 
out June 1 around these issues. 

The unionists held a rally at the midpoint 
of the four-hour demonstration. Speakers 
included Clemmy Allen, of the Career Cen-
ter of the United Mine Workers of America 
(UMWA) in the area; a representative of the 
United Steelworkers of America (USWA); 
a nurse from the newly organized Bev-
erly Healthcare-Oakmont; Father Jack 
O’Malley of the Allegheny County Central 
Labor Council; and strikers from the Grane 
nursing home in Johnstown.

“If health-care workers don’t have 
health care, it is in danger for everyone,” 
said Neal Bisno, Secretary-Treasurer of 
SEIU 1199P. 

Striker Jennifer Chadwick described 
how much stronger the strikers are now. 
“Half of us didn’t even know each other 
before we started,” she said.

As the picketing continued, strikers 
Judy Briggs, Linda Nakutis, and Martha 
Seaman described an open negotiating ses-
sion that took place July 15. Fifty strikers 
showed up, but the company representative 
declined even to enter the meeting room. 
Instead a federal mediator presented the 
company’s latest offer, which was that the 
workers return under the same contract, 
without the union security clause. 

“This shows that Presbyterian is totally 
unserious about negotiating with us,” said 
Nakutis.

At the afternoon shift change, cars 
streamed out of the Oakmont facility. Most 
drivers were stone-faced, but a few honked 
or waved as picketers shouted: “What do 
we want? UNION!” and “No contract! No 
peace, no work!”

The Washington strikers were joined 
by a half dozen locked out workers from 
Grane Healthcare’s Laurelwood facility in 
Johnstown, Pennsylvania. After a one-day 
strike on July 7 to protest low staffi ng levels 
and the company’s benefi ts and wage offer, 
58 workers were locked out. The company 
has since called back the certifi ed nursing 
assistants. Twenty laundry, housekeeping, 
and dietary workers are still locked out, 
workers report.

At the end of the three-year contract 
offered by the company, said Carol Wil-
liams, a part-time laundry worker, “a 

single person would be paying more than 
$200 a month for health insurance, and 
almost $1,000 for a family.” Grane oper-
ates 10 nursing homes in southwestern 
Pennsylvania. According to the “Grane 
Healthcare Report” by District 1199P of 
the SEIU, none of the company’s facilities 
reached the state average of 3.9 hours of 
daily care per resident in 2002. To reach 
the state average, each facility would have 
to add an average of nearly 23 additional 
nurses and nurse aides on staff.

Williams and fellow laundry worker 
Hazel Shauils described “Grane Care,” the 
company’s term for its nursing care system. 
Each patient pays $3,000 a month, which 
includes bed and food. If they require 
bathroom assistance, an additional $300 

is tacked on. Each ride to the doctor will 
cost $40. Even a box of Kleenex will add 
$5 to their bill.

Members of USWA Local 7139-05 
at Allegheny Ludlum Washington Plate 
had an all-day plant gate collection July 
2, and collected nearly $1,300 for the 
SeniorCare strikers. Eight strikers joined 
the Steelworkers in collecting at six shift 
changes.

“The overwhelming response to the 
strikers was inspiring,” said Josephina 
Otero, a member of Local 7139-05. “Many 
Steelworkers who had been laid off for 
eight months gave especially generously, 
dropping $20 bills into the bright yellow 
collection buckets.”

On July 14, Joyce Nichols, president of 
the Washington SEIU local, and three other 
strikers addressed the Washington/Greene 
County Central Labor Council meeting, 
which donated $500. 

In addition, Judy Briggs said, people 
come by all the time to honk, wave, or 
bring food donations. Some 130 of the 
original strikers remain solid on the picket 
line, after a couple dozen crossed in the 
early stage of the walkout. They’ve set 
their next solidarity rally in Washington, 
Pennsylvania, for July 31.

Josephina Otero contributed to this ar-
ticle.
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SWP certified on 
Iowa ballot, confronts 
Mississippi challenge
Funds needed for socialists’ ballot efforts

Socialists close in on ballot drive in D.C. 
the Socialist Workers slate.”

“That’s all I need to hear, I’ll sign for 
them,” said Ernest Brooks. He was among 
the 200 people who signed the petition at 
a shopping center in the southeast section 
of Washington, D.C., after being told of the 
Socialist Workers’ support for union organiz-
ing. Brooks is a warehouse worker and drives 
a forklift. “We could use a union,” he said. 
“The company wants us to drive the forklifts, 
help load trucks, pack boxes, and anything 
else they need done. We don’t get any extra 
pay for it either.” Brooks also bought a copy 
of the Militant to read the coverage of the 
fi ght by coal miners in Utah to be represented 
by the United Mine Workers of America. 

“I’m down for that,” said Charles Mat-
thews, a construction worker. He and others 
signed the petition while waiting at a busy 
bus stop in the U Street commercial district. 
Matthews currently works as a laborer but 
attends classes sponsored by the Iron Work-
ers union to become a welder. “Without the 
union I wouldn’t have this opportunity to get 
a better job,” he said. 

“I signed back down the street,” Alvin 
Burns told another campaigner. “You’re 
right on the money,” he added, wearing his 
American Federation of State, County and 
Municipal Employees union T-shirt. Burns 
said he was going to vote for Democratic 
candidate John Kerry because it was im-
portant to “get Bush out.” But he said he 
was glad to see there are candidates “tak-
ing a strong stand for labor.” 

 “It’s getting harder and harder to make 
ends meet,” Monica Thompson told cam-
paigners that day, referring to recent news 
accounts that real wages are declining. 
Thompson, a single mother, said she has 
a job but has to work a second part-time 
job. “By the time I pay for transportation, 
phone, electric and gas, and all the other 
bills, there is very little left for food,” she 
said, with a half-full shopping cart outside 
a local food market.

A report to be released by the D.C. 
Fiscal Policy Institute said that the top 20 
percent of the city’s households have 31 
times the average income of the bottom 
20 percent. The average annual household 

income for the top groups was $186,830, 
compared to $6,126 at the bottom, the 
report said. 

One scheme backed by a business group 
that claims it would bring more jobs and 
income for city services, is a ballot initia-
tive that would allow video-slot machine 
gambling in the city. In order to pick up 
some extra income, Thompson said she 
agreed to petition to place the initiative on 
the ballot and was paid as much as $3 per 
signature. She said that while the job paid 
well she became skeptical of its promises 
to provide more jobs and improved schools. 
“I think this will just lead to a lot of people 
just losing their money,” she said. 

Organizers of the ballot measure, known 
as the “Slots,” have been accused by vari-
ous Democrats and other politicians of 
widespread fraud, including falsifi cations 
of signatures. The scandal surrounding the 
initiative, however, had little effect on the 
willingness of working people to sign the 
Socialist Workers Party petitions. “I just 
wanted to make sure you were not the 
‘Slot’ people,” said Lucy Bivens.

Continued from front page

BY NORTON SANDLER
CHICAGO—As the Militant goes to 

press, the focus of the Socialist Workers 
2004 ballot effort has shifted to Nebraska 
from Minnesota and Washington, D.C.—
where campaigners made great strides to-
ward getting on the ballot the party’s slate 
of Róger Calero for president and Arrin 
Hawkins for vice president of the United 
States. Campaigners in Nebraska began on 
July 28 a drive to collect some 5,000 signa-
tures to put the party’s presidential slate on 
the state ballot. 

The rapid collection of all pledges to the 
SWP Campaign Appeal is urgently needed 
to support the Nebraska ballot effort and the 
one that will follow shortly afterward in Wis-
consin, and to step up the visibility and reach 
of the socialist campaign across the U.S. 

A total of $52,300 has been pledged to the 
fund, with $29,305 collected to date.

A ballot effort like the one started in 
Nebraska takes considerable funds to com-
plete. The state of Nebraska requires 2,500 
signatures to qualify a presidential ticket 
for its state ballot. Campaigners there plan 
to collect double that number while pass-
ing out thousands of campaign fl yers in 
both English and Spanish. The volunteers 
will concentrate their efforts initially in 
the Omaha and Lincoln areas. Campaign 
supporters in that state are organizing to 
house and feed campaigners and to pay for 

transportation around the area and the pro-
duction of substantial quantities of campaign 
literature. Everyone’s help, however, is badly 
needed to make this a success.

The deadline for the fund appeal is Au-
gust 1—only four days after this issue goes 
to press.

There are still many potential campaign 
backers who have not been approached who 
will be interested in the response SWP cam-
paigners are receiving on the streets (see ar-
ticles on this page on Washington, D.C., and 
Minnesota ballot drives). We can organize at 
the same time to collect all the outstanding 
pledges from supporters who have promised 
donations but have not paid yet.

In the Midwest, the SWP is targeting 
ballot status in Iowa, Nebraska, Minnesota, 
and Wisconsin, where the resistance of meat 
packers to the bosses offensive has been 
centered for the past six years. The social-
ist campaign presents workers and farmers 
with a clear alternative to the twin parties of 
capitalism, the Democrats and Republicans, 
who back up the employers drive to cut wages 
and worsen working conditions.

The SWP campaign fi led nearly 3,000 
signatures in Iowa on July 27 to place the 
presidential ticket on that state’s ballot and for 
Edwin Fruit, the SWP candidate for U.S. Sen-
ate there. SWP vice-presidential candidate 
Arrin Hawkins joined Fruit at a Des Moines 
press conference to announce the fi ling of the 

petitions. Hours later the state certifi ed the 
SWP slate with ballot status.

Funds are also needed to organize efforts 
to beat back challenges to the socialists’ 
ballot campaigns by state authorities that 
use undemocratic state laws and arbitrary 
rulings to keep any working-class alterna-
tive off the ballot.

In May and June, supporters of the 
socialist campaign collected more than 
2,100 signatures in Mississippi for the 
party’s presidential ticket to be placed 
on that state’s ballot. The total collected 
was more than double the state require-
ment of 1,000 signatures, and campaign 
organizers quickly sent the signatures to 
the various county clerks around the state 
for verifi cation.

Nearly half the signatures were col-
lected in Jackson, which is located in 
Hinds County. County election offi cials 

are now claiming that less than 30 percent 
of those who signed the petitions are regis-
tered voters.

“We doubt that this count is accurate,” 
said Róger Calero. “A team of campaign 
organizers is in Jackson now reviewing 
the count by the county clerk’s offi ce to 
see if workers, farmers, and students who 
signed for the SWP presidential candidates 
are having their signatures tossed out in a 
discriminatory fashion. They will also meet 
with those interested in the campaign, col-
lecting additional signatures, and preparing 
the way for a tour there by Arrin Hawkins 
that will begin on July 31.” (See below.)

To send a contribution write your check 
to the Socialist Workers National Cam-
paign Committee and send it to P.O. Box 
42651, Philadelphia, PA 19101. You can 
contact the national center of the socialist 
campaign at miamiswp@bellsouth.net

SWP petitions in Minnesota

Militant/Joe Swanson
SWP vice-presidential candidate Arrin Hawkins (left) and Iowa senatorial 
candidate Edwin Fruit (right) fi le nearly 3,000 signatures at the Iowa Board of 
Elections in Des Moines July 27 to put the socialist ticket on the ballot.

BY JACOB PERASSO
ST. PAUL, Minnesota—Thirty cam-

paigners hit the streets here the July 24–25 
weekend and collected 2,600 signatures—
enough to put the SWP presidential ticket 
of Róger Calero and Arrin Hawkins on the 
ballot in Minnesota. Organizers had set a 
goal of 2,400 signatures for the drive, to 
exceed the 2,000 required by the state for 
ballot status.

“A lot of people decided to sign our 
petitions after fi nding out about the party’s 
demand for a massive public works pro-
gram to create jobs at union scale and meet 
pressing social needs,” said Jenny Johnson-
Blanchard, one of several Young Socialists 
that participated in the campaign. The effort 
was marked by the participation of young 
people campaigning for the socialist alter-
native for the fi rst time. “I was surprised 
by how many young people were willing 
to sign for the campaign,” added Johnson-
Blanchard.

One location where campaigners got a lot 
of friendly responses and signatures was the 
Como Park Zoo. Campaigners also put for-
ward a working-class perspective at a 70th 
anniversary commemoration of the 1934 
Teamster strikes titled “One day in July,” in 
downtown Minneapolis on July 24. 

Campaign volunteers targeted shopping 
areas in St. Paul and West St. Paul in the 
workers district where the SWP campaign 
has its headquarters. Many workers had 
heard of Róger Calero’s fi ght against ef-
forts by the U.S. government to deport him 
and of the battles to win a union contract 

at Dakota Premium Foods slaughterhouse, 
which Calero had been a part of. 

On Saturday evening, more than 40 cam-
paign supporters packed the Minnesota SWP 
campaign offi ce and Militant Labor Forum 
hall in West St. Paul for a program titled “The 
1934 Minneapolis Teamster Rebellion: Les-
sons for Workers Today.” Mario Octavio, a 
leader of the fi ght to organize United Food 
and Commercial Workers Local 789 at Da-
kota Premium Foods, spoke on the type of 
leadership and effort it takes to win a union 
organizing drive and to continue to defend 
the interests of workers over the course of 
years. 

One weakness, campaigners said, was the 
fact they did not have a Spanish-language 
fl yer during the weekend, even though they 
campaigned in areas with many Latino work-
ers. On the fi rst day of petitioning they also 
did not have the most up-to-date fl yer for the 
SWP presidential slate. Organizers said they 
will use campaigning in the days ahead to 
overcome these shortcomings.

The Working Class 
and the Transformation of Learning
The Fraud of Education Reform Under Capitalism

by Jack Barnes
“Until society is reorganized 
so that education is a 
human activity from the 
time we are very young 
until the time we die, 
there will be no education 
worthy of working creating 
humanity.” $3

ORDER AT:
WWW.PATHFINDERPRESS.COM

…SWP campaigner Arlene Rubin-
stein reported by phone a victory in the 
effort to put the socialist campaign on 
the state ballot in Mississippi. Here’s 
what she told the Militant:

“A team of three—myself, Susan 
LaMont, and Janine Dukes—arrived at 
the Hinds County clerk’s offi ce in Jackson, 
Mississippi, this morning. The socialist 
campaign had submitted 843 signatures 
to that offi ce and they validated only 231. 
That was far short of the validation rate 
we had seen throughout Mississippi and 
across the country. We were concerned 
there might be a question of disenfran-
chisement of workers, farmers, students, 
youth, and others—many of whom are 
Black—who signed the SWP petitions 
here, where we got an excellent response 
from working people. We requested from 
the clerk’s offi ce that we be able to review 
the petitions. They agreed.

“After a quick review this morning, we 
found 50 signatures that were valid—what 
was in the petition was identical with the 

information in the county’s computerized 
voter registration rolls. These signatures 
had not been counted. Overall, we found 
204 signatures that had been invalidated 
for no good reason, like one letter in a 
name misspelled. And that was not after 
an exhaustive review; it took us only two 
hours to uncover these facts. 

“We immediately requested to meet 
with Barbara Dunn, the circuit clerk of 
Hinds County. She agreed and we laid out 
what we had found. She made a phone 
call to consult with someone, and rapidly 
agreed that we were right. She said she had 
no intention of disenfranchising voters.

“Dunn issued a letter certifying 435 
signatures from Hinds County. That put 
us over the top in Mississippi. We now 
have 1,026 valid signatures certifi ed by 
the clerks of various counties, with a few 
counties still counting. The legal require-
ment is 1,000. Our next step is to submit 
all these signatures to the secretary of state 
for ballot certifi cation. Working people 
scored a small victory here today.”

As We Go to Press....
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Getty Images/Erik Lesser
A customs agent fi ngerprints and photographs a visitor from Brazil at Atlanta 
airport, January 5. The 9/11 commission report refl ects bipartisan support for in-
creased use of “antiterror” databases, “watchlists,” and “no-fl y” lists of travelers.

BY MARTÍN KOPPEL
Democratic presidential candidate John 

Kerry has issued statements affirming 
his support for the four-decade-long U.S. 
economic war aimed at overthrowing the 
revolutionary government of Cuba. 

Kerry also said recent White House 
measures that sharply limit remittances by 
Cuban-Americans to relatives on the island 
and that restrict family visits to Cuba would 
hurt ordinary Cubans and undermine U.S. 
efforts to remove the government there. 
These two measures have sparked protests 
in Florida by Cuban-Americans. 

On July 7 the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives voted 221-194 against the White 
House’s restrictions on gift parcels sent by 
Cuban-Americans to their relatives. It left 
in place other sanctions that went into effect 
June 30. It is not certain, however, that this 
amendment will remain in the fi nal bill that 
would have to be negotiated with the Senate, 
which would be necessary to prohibit the 
Commerce Department from enforcing the 
regulation that is still in effect. 

Under the sanctions that President George 
Bush announced May 6, family visits to the 
island are limited to one 14-day trip every 
three years, instead of once a year, and there 
are no exceptions for humanitarian reasons. 
Expenses for a family visit are limited to $50 
a day. Cash remittances to relatives in Cuba 
are limited to immediate family members, 
and relatives who are members of the Cu-
ban Communist Party are prohibited from 
receiving any.

In addition, only one gift parcel a month 
can be sent by U.S. relatives to a household 
in Cuba—and only to immediate family. 
Only food, medicine, medical supplies, and 
vitamins can be included in such shipments; 
clothing, soap, toothpaste, and other items 
are prohibited.

The new rules also eliminate the autho-

rization to travel for those who are “fully 
hosted,” that is, those whose expenses are 
fully paid by groups in Cuba. 

The White House measures sparked im-
mediate demonstrations and other protests 
by Cuban-Americans in Florida and New 
Jersey, including among those who oppose 
the Cuban government. The restrictions on 
the right to travel and to send remittances 
have generated particular outrage. Some 
150,000 Cuban-Americans have been trav-
eling every year to visit family on the island, 
often bringing cash and gifts with them. 

In a statement issued June 5, a few 
weeks after Bush’s announcement, Kerry 
stated that he advocated measures “that will 
hasten the end of the Castro regime as soon 
as possible.” While he has differences with 
Bush over how to do so, he noted, “Let me be 
clear—I do not support lifting the embargo 
or recognizing Castro’s dictatorial regime.” 
The way to bring down the Cuban govern-
ment, he said, is “to work with the interna-
tional community to increase political and 
diplomatic pressure on the Castro regime,” 
and not to implement extraterritorial aspects 
of the embargo-tightening Helms-Burton 
law that would “further strain relations with 
Canada and our European allies.” 

Kerry said some of the White House’s 
measures were counterproductive to Wash-
ington’s goal of overthrowing the Cuban 
government and would hurt ordinary Cu-
bans. Allowing Cuban-Americans to send 
money remittances to Cuba is a “powerful 
tool” to promote small businesses in Cuba, 
he argued. 

The Democratic candidate said he fa-
vored “principled travel” to Cuba instead of 
barring most travel. U.S. residents traveling 
to Cuba could help “communicate American 
[read: capitalist] ideals to Cubans.” As part 
of that approach, he was for allowing the 
sale of food and medicine to “strengthen the 

foundation of freedom and democracy.”
Pushing one of his major campaign 

themes, Kerry insisted that the resources 
spent on enforcing the U.S. ban on travel to 
Cuba should be devoted to a more impor-
tant priority, the “fi ght against terrorism.” He 
said that “under the Bush administration, far 
more manpower at the Treasury is dedicated 
to enforcing the Cuban travel ban than to 
tracking down terrorist fi nancing.” 

On July 7, the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives, in a bipartisan vote, rejected the 
restrictions on Cuban-Americans sending 
parcels to relatives back home. One of the 
sponsors of the initiative was Republican 
congressman Jeff Flake of Arizona. The 
White House prohibition “has angered a 
signifi cant sliver of the Cuban-American 
population,” the New Republic noted in an 
article published in its July 15 issue. The 
Senate has not yet discussed its version of 
the bill. 

In another aspect of the imperialist offen-
sive against Cuba, U.S. offi cials have been 
smearing Havana with the accusation that 
the government encourages “sex tourism” 
and the sexual exploitation of children in 
order to attract hard currency. “The regime 
of Fidel Castro has turned Cuba into a 
major destination for sex tourism,” Bush 
told a conference on human traffi cking. He 
said overthrowing the Cuban government 
was necessary “to hasten the day when no 
Cuban child is exploited to fi nance a failed 
revolution.” He offered not a single fact for 
his charge that there is traffi cking of children 
in Cuba. 

Not to be outdone, Kerry responded to 
Bush’s speech by having one of his allies, 
Democratic senator William Nelson of Flor-
ida, hold a conference call with reporters 
on the same subject. Nelson said Bush had 
waited too long to submit an international 
protocol against traffi cking to the Senate. 

Kerry backs U.S. economic war on Cuba, 
criticizes new limits on travel, remittances 

More police spying 
Continued from front page
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mer Pulse” global military exercises. 
Before a fl ag-waving Navy crowd and 

with the USS Wisconsin as a backdrop, 
Kerry proposed doubling the number of 
U.S. Special Forces. Accusing the Bush 
administration of having left U.S. forces 
overstretched in Iraq and around the world, 
he said that as president he would expand 
active-duty troops by 40,000 and add 
more psychological operations agents to 
the army. He would also double the num-
ber of clandestine CIA agents abroad and 
establish a cabinet-level director of national 
intelligence to make U.S. spy operations 
more effective. 

In choreographed appearances lead-
ing up to his arrival at the convention in 
Boston, Kerry was introduced by former 
military offi cers as a tested military man 
who had fought in Vietnam and was ready 
to become “our next commander-in-chief.” 
His campaign announced that 12 retired 
generals and admirals were endorsing his 
campaign, including Gen. John Shalikash-
vili, former chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, who addressed the convention. 

At the convention, a string of Democrat-
ic Party fi gures—from former presidents 
James Carter and William Clinton to ex-
Vermont governor Howard Dean—high-
lighted Kerry’s credentials as someone who 
will “fi ght terrorism” and “make America 
stronger at home and respected once more 
in the world,” as Sen. Edward Kennedy put 
it in hailing him as a “war hero.”

“We need to secure our borders, our rail 
lines, and our ports as well as our chemi-
cal and nuclear plants,” said Sen. Hillary 
Clinton in a speech on the opening day of 
the convention. “We need to make sure that 
homeland security is a priority.” 

The speeches by a spectrum of Demo-
cratic politicians were a reminder that 
Democratic support for a “homeland de-
fense” operation goes back to the Clinton 
administration, which fi rst established a 
North American command in charge of 
deploying U.S. troops on U.S. soil.

The increasingly shrill and fl ag-waving 

efforts by the Democrats to use the home-
land security question as a factional foot-
ball against the Bush administration take 
place as it becomes clear that the Kerry 
candidacy, unable to distinguish itself from 
the policies of the Republicans in the White 
House, has not gained much advantage over 
Bush. Not even the announcement of Sen. 
John Edwards as running mate has given 
a bounce to the Kerry campaign.

SEIU head: better off if Kerry loses
Despite the scripted hoopla, the Demo-

cratic gala, more of an infomercial than a 
political convention, has been a bust in TV 
ratings. The viewing audience on opening 
night was 10 percent less than it was on 
the fi rst day of the convention four years 
ago. In 2000, barely 15 percent of TV 
households watched the Democratic and 
Republican conventions. 

In face of this dismal picture, the presi-
dent of the largest AFL-CIO union, Andrew 
Stern of the Service Employees Interna-
tional Union (SEIU), said in an interview 
with the Washington Post that the emperor 
has no clothes.

Stern said both the Democratic Party and 
the labor movement are “in a deep crisis” 
and devoid of new ideas. “It is a hollow 
party,” he said, adding that “if John Kerry 
becomes president, it hurts” chances of 
reforming the Democrats and the union 
movement, and that both might be better 
off in the long run if Sen. John F. Kerry 
loses the election, the Washington Post 
reported in its July 27 issue. 

The union president, a committed 
Democrat, bitterly complained that Kerry 
and his party “have declined to address 
what he calls ‘the Wal-Mart economy,’” 
the Post said, referring to the unsustain-
ably low wages and short hours of many 
workers. 

AFL-CIO president John Sweeney, 
himself a former president of the SEIU, 
sought to patch up the offi cial happy face. 
He replied that Stern’s attitude is “not justi-
fi ed” and hailed “the unity and solidarity” 
of Democratic support for Kerry. 

Adding to the increasingly coarse and 
despairing tone of the Democratic cam-
paign, Kerry’s wife, Teresa Heinz Kerry, 
attacked the Republicans for “un-Ameri-
can traits that are coming into some of 
our politics.” Asked by a reporter what 
she meant by “un-American,” she denied 
using the term and told him to “shove it.” 
Hillary Clinton applauded the heiress of 
the billionaire Heinz family, saying, “You 
go, girl!” 

And at a literary gathering of liberals on 
the day the convention opened, Robert F. 
Kennedy Jr., an environmentalist and son 
of the late senator, asserted that Bush was 
“put into offi ce by the largest polluters” and 
that “regime change” is needed because his 
administration’s policies amount to “fas-
cism.” The crowd cheered raucously. 

9/11 report pushes domestic spying
Democratic politicians have been us-

ing the report by the 9/11 Commission 
as ammunition for their campaign around 
“homeland security.” The report proposes 
strengthening the FBI, CIA, immigration 
cops, and other political police agencies for 
increased domestic spying and disruption 

operations, as well as expanding use of the 
military inside the United States.

The report was presented unanimously 
by a commission of fi ve Democrats and fi ve 
Republicans. It was chaired by Republican 
Thomas Kean, a former governor of New 
Jersey, and Democrat Lee Hamilton, a 
former Congressman from Indiana.

Many of the capitalist politicians who 
testifi ed at the hearings over a period of 
16 months argued that because of “intel-
ligence failures” the Bush administration 
was unable to prevent the September 2001 
attacks. Democrats insisted that the Repub-
lican administration was so focused on pre-
paring the U.S.-led assault on Iraq that it 
was diverted from targeting al-Qaeda, and 
that a Democratic White House would be 
more effective in using the political police 
to “fi ght terrorism.” 

Bush welcomed the report for identify-
ing “even more steps we can take to better 
defend America.” 

The report calls for the establishment of 
a National Counterterrorism Center headed 
by a National Intelligence Director. Such 
an “intelligence czar,” located in the ex-
ecutive offi ce of the president, would help 
centralize the U.S. police and spy agencies 
to collaborate more effectively and carry 
out measures that have largely already been 
put in motion. 

The report proposes more effective 
screening of people at the border and 
steps to set “standards” for the issuance 
of driver’s licenses. It calls for improving 
the use of government “watch lists” and 
“no-fl y lists,” which have been used to bar 
people from fl ying without explanation or 
charges against them. 

In criticizing the commission’s recom-
mendation for an “intelligence czar,” acting 
CIA director John McLaughlin said, “The 
intelligence community of today is not the 
intelligence community of 9/11.” Today, 
McLaughlin said, according to the July 19 
Washington Post, “100 people do nothing 
but prepare watch lists of potentially dan-
gerous terrorists.” 

The report also calls for strengthening 
the use of the North American Aerospace 
Defense Command (NORAD) into domes-
tic “antiterrorism” operations. NORAD, 
which is responsible for deploying fi ghter 
aircraft within the United States and 
Canada, is now part of the Northern Com-
mand, which was established by the Clinton 
administration.

WWW.PATHFINDERPRESS.COM
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Morals are product of class-divided society
Below is an excerpt from Their Moral 

and Ours: The Class Foundations of Moral 
Practice, one of Pathfi nder’s books of the 
month for July. The book features two 
articles written by Leon Trotsky, a central 
leader of the Russian Revolution. Writ-
ten on the eve of World War II, Trotsky 
defends revolutionary morality in face of 
attacks by liberal critics, Stalinist falsifi ers, 
and disheartened intellectual defectors from 
Marxism. The book includes a response to 
Trotsky by John Dewey, an exponent of 
pragmatist philosophy and a standard-bearer 
of American liberalism. It also includes an 
essay answering Dewey by George Novack, 
noted Marxist and leader of the Socialist 
Workers Party. Copyright © 1969  by Path-
fi nder Press. Reprinted by permission.

BY LEON TROTSKY
A revolutionary Marxist cannot begin to 

approach his historical mission without hav-
ing broken morally from bourgeois public 
opinion and its agencies in the proletariat. 
For this, moral courage of a different caliber 
is required from that of opening wide one’s 
mouth at meetings and yelling “Down with 
Hitler!” “Down with Franco!” It is precisely 
this resolute, completely thought-out, infl ex-
ible rupture of the Bolsheviks from conser-
vative moral philosophy not only of the big 
but of the petty bourgeoisie that mortally 
terrorizes democratic phrasemongers, draw-
ing-room prophets, and lobbying heroes. 

From this derive their complaints about the 
“amoralism” of the Bolsheviks.

Their identifi cation of bourgeois morals 
with morals “in general” can best of all, per-
haps, be verifi ed at the extreme left wing of 
the petty bourgeoisie, precisely in the cen-
trist parties of the so-called London Bureau.1 
Since this organization “recognizes” the pro-
gram of proletarian revolution, our disagree-
ments with it seem, at fi rst glance, second-
ary. Actually their “recognition” is valueless 
because it does not bind them to anything. 
They “recognize” the proletarian revolution 
as the Kantians recognized the categorical 
imperative, that is, as a holy principle but 
not applicable to daily life. In the sphere of 
practical politics they unite with the worst 
enemies of the revolution (reformists and 
Stalinists) for the struggle against us. All 
their thinking is permeated with duplicity 
and falsehood. If the centrists, according to 
a general rule, do not raise themselves to im-
posing crimes it is only because they forever 
remain in the byways of politics: they are, so 
to speak, petty pickpockets of history. For 
this reason they consider themselves called 
upon to regenerate the workers’ movement 
with a new morality.

At the extreme left wing of this “left” 
fraternity stands a small and politically 
completely insignifi cant grouping of Ger-
man emigres who publish the paper Neuer 
Weg (The New Road). Let us bend down 

lower and listen to these “revolutionary” 
indicters of Bolshevik amoralism. In a tone 
of ambiguous pseudopraise the Neuer Weg 
proclaims that the Bolsheviks are distin-
guished advantageously from other parties 
by their absence of hypocrisy—they openly 
declare what others quietly apply in fact, 
that is, the principle “the end justifi es the 
means.” But according to the convictions 
of Neuer Weg such a “bourgeois” precept is 
incompatible with a “healthy socialist move-
ment.” “Lying and worse are not permissible 
means of struggle, as Lenin still considered 
them.” The word “still” evidently signifi es 
that Lenin did not succeed in overcoming 
his delusions only because he failed to live 
until the discovery of The New Road.

In the formula, “lying and worse,” 
“worse” evidently signifi es violence, mur-
der, and so on, since under equal conditions 
violence is worse than lying, and murder—
the most extreme form of violence. We thus 
come to the conclusion that lying, violence, 
murder, are incompatible with a “healthy 
socialist movement.” What, however, is our 
relation to revolution? Civil war is the most 
severe of all forms of war. It is unthinkable 
not only without violence against tertiary 
fi gures but, under contemporary technique, 
without killing old men, old women, and 
children. Must one be reminded of Spain? 
The only possible answer of the “friends” 
of Republican Spain sounds like this: Civil 

war is better than fascist slavery. But this 
completely correct answer merely signifi es 
that the end (democracy or socialism) justi-
fi es, under certain conditions, such means 
as violence and murder. Not to speak about 
lies! Without lies war would be as unimagi-
nable as a machine without oil. In order to 
safeguard even the session of the Cortes 
(February 1, 1938) from fascist bombs, the 
Barcelona government several times delib-
erately deceived journalists and their own 
population. Could it have acted in any other 
way? Whoever accepts the end: victory over 
Franco, must accept the means: civil war 
with its wake of horrors and crimes.

Nevertheless, lying and violence “in 
themselves” warrant condemnation? Of 
course, even as does the class society 
which generates them. A society without 
social contradictions will naturally be a 
society without lies and violence. However 
there is no way of building a bridge to that 
society save by revolutionary, that is, violent 
means. The revolution itself is a product of 
class society and of necessity bears its traits. 
From the point of view of “ eternal truths” 
revolution is of course “antimoral.” But 
this merely means that idealist morality is 
counterrevolutionary, that is, in the service 
of the exploiters.

“Civil war,” the philosopher caught un-
awares will perhaps respond, “is however 
a sad exception. But in peaceful times a 
healthy socialist movement should man-
age without violence and lying.” Such an 
answer however represents nothing less than 
a pathetic evasion. There is no impervious 
demarcation between “peaceful” class strug-
gle and revolution. Every strike embodies 
in an unexpanded form all the elements of 
civil war. Each side strives to impress the 
opponent with an exaggerated picture of 
its resoluteness to struggle and its material 
resources. Through their press, agents, and 
spies the capitalists labor to frighten and de-
moralize the strikers. From their side, the 
workers’ pickets, where persuasion does 
not avail, are compelled to resort to force. 
Thus “lying and worse” are an inseparable 
part of the class struggle even in the most 
elementary form. 

1. The London Bureau was an international 
grouping of centrist organizations set up in 
1932 at initiative of Norwegian Labor Party 
and British Independent Labour Party; opposed 
call for Fourth International.
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Ricky Ray Rector (left) was executed in Arkansas in 1992 despite history of mental 
illness.  Then-governor William Clinton signed his death warrant. The capitalist rulers  
use state-sanctioned murder and other means to defend their profi t system.
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25 AND 50 YEARS AGO

GREAT SOCIETY

Anti–cop brutality fighter dies at hands of Chicago cops 

U.S. gov’t uses heat-detecting drones 
to patrol border with Mexico 

Free speech, they ever hear of 
it?—“Boise, Idaho—The Idaho 
National Guard wants its sol-
diers to mention several themes, 

including support for the war in 
Iraq, when they speak to report-
ers. A story in the newsletter of 
the 116th Brigade Combat Team 

York Times study found a spreading 
police use of Taser guns. (A supple-
ment to guns, not a substitute.) The 
Tasers shoot electrifi ed disabling 
barbs. In the past three years, at 
least 50 people have been killed, 
not stunned, by the weapon. In the 
month of June alone, six people 
were killed.

And there’s a blood short-
age?—An estimated 44 million 
people in the U.S. have no medi-
cal insurance. And the uninsured 
get soaked more than those with 
insurance. One article described 
the case of a fellow, uninsured, 
who was hospitalized for 17 days. 

says soldiers can speak on other 
issues. But it suggests statements 
of pride in service, support for the 
stabilization of Iraq and apprecia-
tion of their families. The unit will 
leave for Iraq this fall.”—USA To-
day, July 15.

Sounds pretty good—Ac-
cording to the news, San Fran-
cisco–based Catholic Healthcare 
West, which operates 41 hospitals 
in California, Nevada, and Arizona, 
has offered a three-year contract 
proposal to 4,000 members of the 
California Nurses Association. A 
union spokesperson said the con-
tract would give registered nurses 

wage increases ranging from 18 to 
29 percent. Compulsory overtime 
would be barred and pensions and 
other benefits improved. Union 
members were slated to vote on 
the proposed pact.

Seeing eye dog left behind?—
Denver cops responded to a call 
that a woman was being assaulted 
by her spouse. One cop burst into 
a bedroom and shot a man dead. It 
was the uncle of the suspect. An 
invalid, he was in bed watching TV 
and drinking a can of soda. The cop 
said he thought it was a gun.

Sort of a tranquilizer—A New 

He was billed for $116,000. With 
a lawyer, the family got it reduced 
to $20,000—provided they keep 
it mum. (They didn't.)

But nobody lies—“Factual 
problems noted in Powell’s UN 
speech,” “British spy agencies 
erred, report says”—Recent news 
headlines.

How’s your pulse?—In Mer-
seyside, England, a plan is under 
way to recruit medical staff to 
patrol hospital wards in police 
uniform as “special constables” 
to combat “crime.” The plan is 
regarded as an initial one.

BY RÓGER CALERO
The Department of Homeland Security 

has begun using two unmanned drones to 
patrol the Arizona-Mexico border. 

Equipped with thermal detection and 
night-vision equipment, the two Hermes 
450 Unmanned Arial Vehicles (UAVs) fl ew 
their fi rst missions June 25 to patrol what 
the Department of Homeland Security 
says is the busiest crossing point along 
the 2,000-mile border with Mexico. 

The two drones are part of a $10 billion 
operation begun last March. It includes six 
new prosecutors, an additional 260 border 
cops, a temporary detention facility, four 
new helicopters—on top of the already 
11-helicopter fl eet operating there—and 
20 more Humvee military vehicles..

Similar types of unmanned aircraft 
have been used by the U.S. military and 
the CIA in Afghanistan and Yemen, for 
surveillance, and, in several instances, to 
assassinate Washington’s opponents in 
these countries. The Israeli armed forces 
also use the Hermes 450 to patrol Israel’s 
borders.

In addition to stepping up the patrol of 

streets, railways, and waterways, the police 
and the military have expanded their pres-
ence in the skies, using fi ghter and surveil-
lance aircraft over U.S. cities.

The increased militarization of the 
border, along with factory raids and 
deportations in cities in that area, are 
forcing workers to cross through more 
remote, desert locations. This has resulted 
in record numbers of deaths of immigrant 
workers trying to cross from Mexico into 
the United States.

So far this year 17 people have been 
reported dead of heat-related suffocation 
in the Arizona desert. 

“It’s like throwing an infant in a pool 
and then jumping in and saving it. You 
act like the hero in a situation you cre-
ated,” said Kat Rodriguez of the Human 
Rights Coalition of Arizona. The Border 
Patrol agency reported it has carried out 
330,000 arrests since October 1 along the 
Arizona border. 

The Department of Homeland Security 
announced that it also plans to begin fl y-
ing drones in the northern states and in 
Puerto Rico.

BY ERNEST MAILHOT 
AND MAURICE WILLIAMS

CHICAGO—Several dozen people held 
a vigil here June 26 protesting the death of 
May Molina, a Puerto Rican who was ac-
tive in the struggle against police brutality 
here, who died while in police custody last 
month. Molina passed away after the cops 
refused to allow her to receive treatment 
and medicine prescribed for her illness. 

Molina was a co-founder of Families of 
the Wrongfully Convicted and was well 
known in Chicago for her activity against 
cop violence and abuse. For the past 10 
years she had fought for the freedom of 
her son, Salvador Ortiz, who was framed 
up by the cops and sentenced to 47 years 
behind bars. 

On May 24 the cops raided Molina’s 
apartment. Claiming to have found pack-
ets of heroin, they arrested her and another 
son, Michael Ortiz. Molina was wheelchair 
bound, had high blood pressure, diabetes, 
asthma, and a thyroid condition. Despite 
her health problems, the cops jailed Mo-
lina without her wheelchair and any of her 
medicine. Two days later she died. 

During Molina's detention the police 
refused repeated attempts by family 
members to deliver medicine to the ill 
woman. The cops also denied the request 
of Molina’s attorney that she be taken to 
the hospital. “The police were notifi ed 
that she needed medicine,” said Molina’s 
lawyer Jerry Bischoff. “The family told 
the police. It was obvious that she was ill, 
but the police refused.” 

The cops released Michael Ortiz from 
jail June 16 after a judge declared that the 
samples seized from his apartment were 
not illegal drugs. The substance taken were 
crystals used to make candles. 

During Ortiz's 23 days of imprisonment, 
the cops refused to allow him medicine for 
his enlarged heart. He was unable to pay 
the $125,000 bail, so the cops kept him 
in jail, refusing to allow him to attend his 
mother’s funeral. 

At a press conference the day after be-
ing released Ortiz spoke about his anger 

and his commitment to win justice for his 
mother. “I have to carry out my mom's 
legacy because there are many corrupt 
cops,” he said. 

“I hope no other human being goes 
through what I went through. Being un-
able to say the last goodbye to my mom,” 
Ortiz stated at the vigil on June 26.

“It is outrageous that they denied May 
Molina medical care and her medicine,” 
Andy Thayer, a member of the Anti-Gay-
Bashing Network said at the event. “I hold 
the police department and the mayor of 
Chicago responsible for her death.” 

Present at the vigil were Michael Or-
tiz, who had been released from jail one 
week earlier; other relatives; members of 
Families of the Wrongfully Convicted; the 
group Comite Exigimos Justicia (We De-
mand Justice Committee); and the Social-
ist Workers Party and Young Socialists. 

SWP candidate for U.S. Senate in Il-
linois Maurice Williams, who joined the 
vigil, stated, “My campaign supports the 
fi ght for justice for May Molina and call 
for jailing the cops responsible for her 
death.” 

Mary Johnson, a longtime community 
activist and opponent of the death penalty 
told Militant reporters, “The cops harass-
ment of May Molina has been going on 
for some time. Their policy of not giving 
people their medicine is absurd.” 

Johnson is a co-founder with Molina 
of Families of the Wrongfully Convicted 
and is fi ghting to win freedom for her son 
who was railroaded to prison. Referring 
to the acknowledgment by the cops that 
they found no drugs in the arrest of Molina 
and her son, Johnson asked, “How do they 
compensate people who have been disre-
spected and dragged from their homes? 
What can they do for the humiliation, pain, 
and suffering people have to endure?” 

“May Molina was always being harassed 
by the police but she kept fi ghting for her 
son,” said Anabel Perez. “The police 
raided her house last year but no formal 
charges were fi led.” 

Perez, who is fighting the frame-up 

conviction of her son Jaime 
Hauad, has taken on more 
leadership responsibilities 
in Families of the Wrong-
fully Convicted after 
Molina’s death. She said 
the group plans to hold a 
vigil on the 26th of each 
month to commemorate 
Molina’s commitment to 
the struggle against police 
brutality. 

“This is not just May’s 
cause,” Perez added. 
“This happens to a whole 
lot more people. Many 
families are brutalized by 
the police but they don't let 
others know. If families let 
their neighbors and others 
know about what the cops 
did we can unite and stop 
them.” 

In a related development, 
for the fi rst time since the 
1980s, a Chicago cop was 
formally charged June 3 
with official misconduct 
and battery. The police of-
fi cer, Bryan Vander Mey, 
was videotaped along 
with several other cops 
punching and kicking 
people they had dragged 
from a van April 17, 2003. 
Vander Mey was indicted 
one week before he was 
formally charged and has 
been fi red, pending a police 
board hearing. 

August 10, 1979
Every year on the 26th of July Cubans 

commemorate the anniversary of a 1953 as-
sault on the Moncada Garrison by a group of 
anti-Batista fi ghters led by Fidel Castro.

[This year] the rally’s guests of honor 
were twenty-six young Sandinista com-
manders, both men and women, who had 
led various fronts in the offensive that 
toppled Somoza. 

Castro’s entire speech dealt with Nicara-
gua. He explained some of the similarities 
and differences between the Cuban and 
Nicaraguan revolutionary struggles. And 
he pledged that the people of Cuba would 
do whatever was necessary to help overcome 
the U.S.-backed dictator’s devastation of 
Nicaragua.

Castro explained that U.S. imperialism is 
politically weaker and more isolated today 
than it was twenty years ago at the time of 
the Cuban revolution. He pointed to the 
tremendous growth of anti-interventionist 
sentiment in Latin America today refl ected 
in the Organization of American States 
refusal to go along with the Unites States 
proposal for a military force to intervene 
in Nicaragua.

“For the f irst time we can mention 
the name of the OAS without epithets, 
because for the fi rst time—the fi rst time 
in its history—the OAS has been the site 
of a real act of insubordination on the part 
of the Latin American states.” The OAS 
vote was rightly hailed as a great victory 

for the people of our America.

August 9, 1954

DETROIT—Dodge Local 3 of the CIO 
United Auto Workers, whose 10,000 mem-
bers went out on strike on July 16 and stayed 
out on strike for a full week until ordered 
back to work by the International, has voted 
overwhelmingly to authorize a new strike 
if their grievances are not adjusted, it was 
learned yesterday.

Coming only eight days after their strike 
was called off, by orders from above, the 
strike vote testifi es to the Dodge workers’ 
determination to defend their jobs and 
working conditions by militant action. This 
time the International, seeing the workers’ 
angry mood, offered no objections to Local 
3’s strike authorization and even expressed 
support for it.

The Dodge strike, which idled 45,000 
Chrysler workers—and halted all auto 
production in the Chrysler empire for a 
week—began with a walkout at Dodge 
Main. It was provoked by management ef-
forts to introduce more speedup.

Two workers in the trim department were 
disciplined for failing to keep up with new 
production standards and holding up the 
assembly line. Other workers in the depart-
ment were so incensed by the high-handed 
action that they walked off the job for the 
rest of the day.

Anti-cop brutality fighter May Molina. Her son, Salvador, 
was victim of police frame-up. Molina died in Chicago 
jail after cops denied her medication.
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Canada vote 
reflects blows 
to Ottawa by 
Washington

New record: nearly 7 million 
in U.S. prison-probation system

EDITORIAL
It’s not who you’re against,
but what you’re for!
Vote Socialist Workers in 2004!

BY CAMILO CATALÁN 
AND MICHEL PRAIRIE

TORONTO, Ontario—The Canadian national elec-
tions at the end of June refl ected the battering the ruling 
class here has taken by Washington, which has punished 
Ottawa over the last two years for refusing to join the 
U.S.-led “coalition of the willing” in Iraq. 

Out of the blows they suffered by their stronger impe-
rialist competitors to the south—largely over trade, espe-
cially in lumber and beef—the Canadian rulers emerged 
weakened, which was registered in the elections.  

At the same time, the crisis of the ruling class did 
not translate into a strengthening of the labor move-
ment, which has been in decline for some time. The 
employers and their government—from the federal to 
the provincial levels—have remained on the offensive 
against working people. 

On June 28, a minority Liberal government was 
elected in Canada after a short fi ve-week campaign. 

As the Toronto Globe and Mail put it three days before 
the election, Canada’s ruling rich came out of what they 
had initially anticipated as a Liberal landslide with “a 
deeply fractured Parliament” along regional and national 
lines—a further step in a process initiated more than 
a decade ago under the impact of the world capitalist 
crisis, which has accelerated recently under the blows 
of Washington. 

With 36.7 percent of the votes cast, the incumbent 
Liberal Party headed by Paul Martin won 135 of the 
308 seats in the federal parliament—more than half of 
them in Ontario. 

The Conservative Party led by Stephen Harper got 99 
deputies and 29.6 percent of the vote, most of them in 
the western provinces. The party retained its status as 
offi cial opposition in Ottawa.

The Bloc Quebecois won 54 seats in parliament, all 
in Quebec. While the Bloc received only 12.4 percent of 
the vote across Canada, it scooped up nearly 50 percent 
of the ballots cast in Quebec. 

Quebecois constitute an oppressed nationality in 
Canada based on their language, French. The sharp rise 
of votes for the Bloc coincides with the highest support 
for Quebec independence since the 1995 referendum on 
sovereignty for the province. According to two recent 
polls, about 50 percent of Quebecois back independence 
now. 

The social-democratic New Democratic Party headed 
by Jack Layton got 19 seats in the federal parliament, 
and 15.7 percent of the vote nationwide, a 7 percent 
increase. 

Polls had anticipated the election of a minority gov-
ernment from the beginning of the campaign, with a 
several-week neck-and-neck race between the Liberals 
and the Conservatives. In the fi nal days before the elec-
tion, there was a shift in Ontario toward the Liberals. 
This was the result of a successful effort by the governing 
party to exploit statements by Conservative candidates 
against abortion rights and gay rights, and for bringing 
back the death penalty. 

In fact, the Conservative Party got a smaller portion 
of the vote in these elections than the combined total of 
its two predecessors in the 2000 election, the Canadian 
Alliance and the Progressive Conservative Party. This 
was further confi rmation of a conjunctural shift to the 
left in bourgeois politics.

The election campaign was characterized by dema-
gogic pledges from all parties, including the Conserva-
tives, to inject millions of dollars into the health care and 
education systems that they themselves had decimated; 
a high level of patriotic Canadian and anti-American 
nationalism; and a coarsening of bourgeois politics and 
increased Quebec-bashing. 

One feature of the election was the level of absten-
tion—nearly 40 percent—the highest in any federal 
election since the establishment of Canada in 1867 and 
the continuation of a decades-long trend. 

Strikingly, none of the main parties running for offi ce 
addressed the real question at the heart of the rulers’ cri-
sis—their political and economic confl ict with their main 
imperialist rival and partner to the south, Washington. 

In fact, there was a convergence during the election 
campaign among all parties toward supporting the Lib-
eral government’s decision to not send troops to Iraq last 
year. In the case of the Conservatives, this was a marked 
shift from their stance at the time of the war. 

There was no working-class voice in these elections. 
The offi cialdom of the Canadian Labor Congress quietly 
called on its members to vote NDP. 

A “socialist” imperialist party, the NDP led a cam-
paign to put pressure on the Liberals from the left of the 
bourgeois political spectrum, centered on the perspective 
of joining a coalition government with the Liberals. This 
dream of the NDP leaders was not realized, since the 
party won fewer seats in federal parliament than they 
were anticipating.

BY DOUG NELSON
The number of people on probation, parole, or serving 

time in U.S. prisons and jails continues to grow steadily. It 
reached a record high of nearly 6.9 million in 2003—some 
3.2 percent of the adult population of the United States, 
according to a report released July 25 by the federal 
government’s Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS).  

“The correctional population of 6,889,800 includes 
people incarcerated in prisons and jails as well as those on 
probation and parole,” the agency reported. Of that fi gure, 
2,078,570 adults were locked up in federal and state prisons 
and local jails. “And as of December 31, 2003,” the BJS 
reported, “4,073,987 adults were on probation—a period of 
supervision in the community following a conviction—and 
774,588 on parole—a period of conditional supervised re-
lease following a prison term.”

This “correctional population increased by 130,700 since 
2002. Some 57,600 of that jump was to the prison and jail 
population, the rest were on probation or parole. 

“From July 1, 2002, to June 30, 2003, the number of state 
and federal prisoners grew by more than 2.9 percent, the 
largest increase in four years,” the BJS reported in a May 27 
press release. “During the same period, the local jail popula-
tion increased by 3.9 percent.” The fastest growing section 
of the prison population is the federal prison system with an 
average annual growth rate since 1995 of 8 percent. 

The increase in the past year is still proportionally 
smaller than most of the annual increases during the ad-
ministration of William Clinton. Under Clinton’s watch, 

from 1993–2000, the total “correctional population” 
ballooned by almost 1.6 million, at an average annual 
rate of 225,000. 

The number of those on parole in the United States, 
774,588, grew by 3.1 percent in 2003—“almost double 
the average annual growth of 1.7 percent since 1995,” 
according to the BJS. Five states—North Dakota, Ala-
bama, Kentucky, New Hampshire, and New Mexico—
had increases of over 20 percent.  

Workers and farmers who are Black and Latino com-
prised a disproportionate percentage of those locked up 
or under state supervision. 

Some 12 percent of all Black males in their twenties 
were in jails or prisons as of June 30, 2003, according 
to the agency. Of the male Latino population in that age 
group, 3.7 percent were locked up, compared to 1.6 per-
cent of white males in their twenties. Sixty-eight percent 
of those locked up were classifi ed by the prison agency 
as “members of racial or ethnic minority groups.”

Of those on parole, 13 percent were women, 41 
percent were Black, and 18 percent were Latino, the 
agency reported. 

The booming business of private imprisonment 
continued to expand last year, but at a lower rate than 
the overall growth of the prison population. The num-
ber of inmates held in private prisons—6.5 percent of 
the total in 2003—increased by 1.3 percent last year. 
Texas, Oklahoma, and Tennessee now hold half of their 
inmates in private prisons.

Socialists have been campaigning with this slogan among 
working people and youth across the United States. Its apt-
ness is illustrated by the choreographed, and boring, spec-
tacle of the national convention of the Democratic Party, 
one of the twin parties of U.S. imperialism.

Millions of working people see little difference between 
the Democratic and Republican presidential candidates. 
They are right about that. The Democrats have pulled out 
all the stops to convince people that their man, John Kerry, 
can do better than George Bush in bolstering “homeland 
defense” and “fi ghting terrorism” worldwide to “defend 
America.” Those are code words that capitalist politicians 
use to rationalize the assault by the employers and their 
government on the wages, working conditions, and living 
standards—as well as basic rights—of workers and farm-
ers at home, along with the drive to extend U.S. imperialist 
domination abroad through the dollar and the sword. 

The shrill tone of the Democratic campaign that was evi-
dent in Boston—the anti-Bush rhetoric, sometimes coarsely 
personalized, and the increasingly desperate attempt to top 
the White House as patriotic, antiterrorist warriors—is a 
reaction to the drooping appeal of the Kerry-Edwards ticket. 
One indication of this is the recent statement by Andrew 
Stern, president of the Service Employees International 
Union, that the labor movement might be better off in the 
long run if Kerry loses the election.

Competing to out-do Bush over who will more effec-
tively fi ght the “war on terrorism” is a losing proposition, 
as opinion polls indicate, since the incumbent has the ad-
vantage of a solid four-year record of doing just that. The 
calls by Kerry-Edwards and Co. for “better intelligence” 
and increased federal police spying should send a chill 
down the spine of any worker, farmer, or young person who 
is engaged in resisting the bosses’ offensive or opposing 
government policies. 

Working people have already lived through the stepped-
up dragnets and trampling on the rights of the accused and 
convicted carried out under Bush with bipartisan support. 
This course was initiated with the “homeland defense” 
measures of the Clinton years. After Boston, many would 
have good reason to wonder how well they would survive 
under a Kerry term.

Middle-class radical groups, including virtually all 
those calling themselves “socialists,” have been energeti-
cally trying to hitch workers onto the faltering Kerry-Ed-
wards bandwagon of American imperialism. Supporters of 
“independent” candidate Ralph Nader can be seen on the 
streets of many cities gathering signatures for his uninspir-
ing campaign, whose sole purpose is to meekly nudge the 
Democratic Party in a slightly more liberal direction.

This year there is only one working-class alternative to 
the two parties of imperialist war, economic depression, 
and racist oppression—the Socialist Workers Party slate. 
We urge you to support the SWP campaign, which does 
not end in November. Help distribute campaign fl yers and 
other revolutionary literature to your friends, co-workers, 
neighbors, and relatives. Join with other campaigners in 
soapboxing on street corners. Arrange speaking engage-
ments and media coverage for the SWP candidates.

The wording of the Socialist Workers campaign slogan 
mentioned above is carefully chosen. It urges working 
people not to take as their framework who they are against. 
That is the axis of the “Anyone But Bush” pro-Democratic 
Party campaign. Liberals and middle-class radicals, wedded 
to the Democrats, are asking people to “dump Bush.” Yes, 
we should be glad to help push Bush out in November. But 
not in order to push in a Kerry and an Edwards.

The pro-Kerry campaign, like the Bush reelection effort 
and all other capitalist election campaigns in the United 
States, focuses on the individual. “Vote for the man, not the 
party!” This individualism is a characteristic of bourgeois 
politics in the United States, citadel of the profi t system, 
and serves as a safety valve for the U.S. rulers. It is tied to 
pragmatism, the philosophy of American capitalism. 

The SWP campaign starts from the objective reality 
that there are two Americas—that of the bosses and that 
of working people—and from what advances the interests 
of the toiling majority.

The Socialist Workers campaign banner does not say, 
“It’s not what you are against.” Class-conscious workers 
are against many things: they oppose the death penalty,  
anti-immigrant raids and deportations, racist and sexist 
discrimination, imperialist war, and class exploitation.

What defi nes one’s political stance, however, is not 
simply what you are against but above all what you stand 
and fi ght for. 

The SWP campaign supports workers’ right to organize 
unions and defends the labor movement from the unceasing 
offensive by the employers and their parties. It supports the 
efforts of the power-poor semicolonial countries to acquire 
and develop the energy sources necessary to expand electri-
fi cation, a prerequisite for economic and social advances. It 
calls for exposing the drive by Washington and its allies to 
prevent the nations oppressed by imperialism from devel-
oping the sources of energy they need—including nuclear 
power—to bring much of humanity out of darkness.

The socialists call for the immediate, unconditional 
withdrawal of U.S. and other imperialist troops from Iraq, 
Afghanistan, Yugoslavia, Korea, Haiti, Colombia, and 
Guantánamo Bay, Cuba. They propose a massive public 
works program to meet pressing social needs and put 
millions to work, at union scale. They advocate full cost-
of-living protection for all wages and benefi ts to deal with 
the scourge of infl ation, and a halt to farm foreclosures. 
They campaign for maintaining and extending affi rmative 
action in employment, education, and housing. They say: 
abortion is a woman’s right to choose! And they call for an 
end to Washington’s economic war on Cuba and keeping 
U.S. hands off Venezuela.

Socialist workers explain their aim is to join with others 
to lead the working class and its allies in a revolutionary 
struggle to take power out of the hands of the exploiters, 
replace the capitalist regime with a workers and farmers 
government, overthrow the system of wage slavery, and 
join the worldwide struggle for socialism.

To those who are repelled by the twin parties of capital-
ism, we say: join in campaigning for the Socialist Workers 
candidates in 2004!
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LETTERS

Scotland fishermen

The letters column is an open 
forum for all viewpoints on 
sub jects of interest to working 
peo ple.

Please keep your letters brief. 
Where necessary they will be 
abridged. Please indicate if you 
pre fer that your initials be used 
rath er than your full name.

Nuclear power I
Your July 6 editorial, “The war 

over electricity,” states that nuclear 
power “produces the greatest 
amount of energy with the least 
use of resources and the smallest 
output of atmospheric pollution.” 
The editorial does not mention 
the biggest problem associated 
with nuclear plants: the long-term 
storage or disposal of wastes. The 
spent fuel rods and other by-prod-
ucts of plant operations remain 
radioactive for thousands of years 
and must be isolated from contact 
with humans and the environment. 
No safe and effective way of doing 
this has been found. The operation 
of nuclear plants also poses the risk 
of catastrophic core accidents and 
meltdowns, as occurred at Three 
Mile Island, Pennsylvania, and 
Chernobyl, Ukraine.
Jim Sarsgard
by e-mail

Nuclear power II
In your reply to a letter about 

nuclear power [July 27 Militant], 
the editors state that a stance on 
nuclear power is “a political, 
not a technical matter.” It is one 
thing to defend any Third World 
country’s right to develop whatever 
energy source it deems necessary. 
It is quite another to pretend you, 
yourself, are not making that de-
cision without basing it on some 
technical criteria. “But we don’t 

believe that harnessing the atom 
for productive purposes is impos-
sible” must be based on some kind 
of “technical” criteria, not politi-
cal; or are you suggesting that the 
class struggle can overcome even 
problems of physics.

You make another assertion 
based on “technical” criteria 
when you state: “And the use of 
coal or oil—not to mention solar 
or wind—is not the solution to 
meeting the needs of humanity.” 
On what do you base that asser-
tion if not on “technical” criteria? 
Perhaps those sources do not rep-
resent a solution to future energy 
needs, but we will never be able 
to fi nd any safe alternative source 
of energy without a major social 
change in the world.

Starting with that assertion 
does not prevent you from de-
fending the right of the Third 
World to solve their problem in 
whatever form they choose. It is 
your stance that is counterposing 
the two questions. Starting with 
the world, you can point out that 
as long as imperialism dominates 
the world, all technology threatens 
to be a double edged sword against 
humanity and that the solution to 
the energy needs of humanity will 
only be solved by the defeat of 
imperialism. That is just a fact. 
In the meantime, the Third World 
countries have every right to de-
velop whatever technology they 
deem necessary.

I grew up when atomic energy 

was thought to provide us with 
atomic cars, dishwashers, etc. 
and that is the time during which 
those books by Cannon, Novack, 
and Hansen were written about 
the promise of nuclear power. 
Since then, we have had Three 
Mile Island, Chernobyl, and the 
WIPP site.

Perhaps you are right that, under 
socialism, atomic power will turn 
out to be the most feasible means 
to solve humanities energy needs, 
but that will not be just a “politi-
cal” question.
Allan Cox
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Venezuela coverage
Hello! My name is Kimura 

Naoko. I live in Osaka, Japan. I 
sometimes read the Militant to fi nd 
out about the Venezuelan Revolu-
tion. I am interested in the articles 
about Cuban doctors, etc. So I 
translated them into Japanese and 
introduced them to my friends.

By the way, may I ask you some 
questions? I am translating the 
article “75,000 Venezuelan peas-
ants win land titles” [see April 20, 
2004, Militant.] Does the Yauca 
nation have only six members 
(Jubir Yauca and his brothers)? I 
think it may be because of persecu-
tion. But my husband said it might 
be unlikely.

Does the fact that “last October 
the struggle had stalled” mean 
“The Yauca’s petitions to INTi 

had fallen on deaf ears”? Is INTi 
anti-Chávez?

Moreover, the article says, “Un-
til the year 2000, about 1,000 big 
landowners controlled 85 percent 
of land under cultivation—a total 
of 75 million acres.” It adds, “In 
2001 the national government 
announced the nationalization of 
another 75 million acres of idle 
but arable land and promised to 
distribute it to peasants.” 

Is it true that 85 percent of land 
under cultivation is idle and will 
the government nationalize it? 
Most of landowners let their lands 
idle? I think it is too large. I know 
next to nothing about Venezuelan 
agriculture and its statistics. Will 
you give me more of a particular 
account?

Many thanks.
Kimura Naoko
Osaka, Japan

Editor’s reply: Many thanks 
from the Militant for your work 
in translating these articles into 
Japanese. In response to your 
questions, the Yauca indigenous 
nation has only six remaining 
members, according to interviews 
with two of the surviving six 
brothers by our reporters visiting 
Venezuela. Most native people in 
that country, as in many countries 
throughout the Americas, were 
exterminated by the Spanish and 
other colonialists. The statement 
that the Yaucas struggle to reclaim 

their land had stalled meant that 
it was not getting anywhere for a 
period of time. INTi, the National 
Land Institute, is pro-government; 
it was set up by the administration 
of President Hugo Chávez. But as 
in many government institutions, 
confl icting class interests are often 
represented, and the big landown-
ers still have the upper hand since 
the capitalist class continues to 
control the means of production 
and thus remains in power. On the 
land question, what the article said 
is that about 1,000 big landowners 
owned 75 million acres of land that 
was being cultivated, which was 85 
percent of all of Venezuela’s land 
under cultivation at the time. The 
government promised to national-
ize and distribute to landless peas-
ants an additional 75 million acres 
of land, which had been largely 
idle. Some of that additional land 
was owned by capitalist landlords 
and another portion belonged to 
the state or had simply no settled 
owner, especially in the Amazon 
and other remote areas.

—Argiris Malapanis
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Why Washington Used Nuclear Weapons 
against Japan: 59th Anniversary of that 
Atrocity Speaker: Chris Remple, Socialist 
Workers Party. Fri., Aug. 6, 7:30 p.m. 4229 
S. Central Ave. Tel: (323) 233-9372

NEW YORK
Manhattan
Why Democrats Are Leading Drive for 
‘Homeland Security’; Working People 
are Target of Police Spying and Disrup-
tion. Fri., Aug. 6. Speaker: Michael Italie, 
Militant staff writer. Dinner, 7 p.m.; pro-
gram, 8 p.m. 
Support Workers’ Right to Organize 
Unions Fri., Aug. 13. Dinner, 7 p.m.; pro-
gram, 8 p.m. Both events held at: 307 W. 
36th St., 10th fl oor (use north elevators). 
Suggested donation: $5 for dinner, $5 for 
program. Tel: (212) 629-6649.

TEXAS
Houston
Celebrate the Grand Opening of the 
New Center in Houston for the Socialist 
Workers Party 2004 Campaign, Path-
fi nder Books, and the Militant Labor 
Forum Speaker: Tom Leonard, longtime 
leader of the Socialist Workers Party and 
retired merchant seaman. Sat., Aug. 14. 
Reception and dinner, 6 p.m.; program, 7:
30 p.m. 4800 W. 34th St., suite C-51A. Tel: 
(713) 869-6550.

UTAH
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Hiroshima and Nagasaki August 1945: 
Behind the U.S. Atom Bombing of Ja-
pan. Fri., Aug. 6, 7:30 p.m. 
2 Billion People in the World Have No 
Electricity—Support the Right of Semi-
Colonial Countries to Expand Electrifi -
cation Fri., Aug. 13, 7:30 p.m. Both events 
held at the Militant Labor Forum Hall, 11 
West Main, Room 103. Suggested dona-
tion: $5. Tel: (435) 613-1091.

CANADA
Montreal
Celebrate the Opening of Pathfi nder 
Books and the Militant Labor Forum 
Hall. Speaker: Sébastien Désnautels, 
Militant reporter at Alcoa strike; others. 
Sat., Aug. 7. Program, 4 p.m.; Dinner and 
party at 6:30 p.m. 6955 Boulevard St. 
Michel (corner of Bélanger). Suggested 
donation: $5 for program, $10 for dinner. 
Tel: (514) 284-7369.

UNITED KINGDOM
London
Kurdish Fight for Self-Determination 
and the Ongoing Occupation of Iraq 
Speaker: Paul Davies. Fri., Aug. 6, Buffet 
dinner 6 p.m. Program 7 p.m. Pathfi nder 
Books, 47 The Cut, London Suggested 
donation: £3 for dinner, £3 for program. 
Tel: (020) 7261-1354.

with fi sh conservation,” said Ritchie. 
Malcolm MacDonald challenged the ac-

curacy of the reported destruction of fi sh 
stocks. “There’s more fi sh out there than 
there has ever been,” he said. “We recently 
landed 110 boxes, including 50 boxes of 
big mature fi sh.” Fishing campaigners feel 
that they were doing their bit towards fi sh 
conservation and that the government has let 
them down. “Skippers have spent thousands 
of pounds on larger mesh nets to conserve 
stock, and we still got ‘screwed,’” Malcolm 
MacDonald said. Fishermen in northeastern 
Scotland had been observing a fi ve-year 
conservation plan, he said, which had re-
sulted in a 25 percent rise in cod stocks over 
three years. “Fishing people are never asked, 
I’ve never seen a scientist in 40 years,” said 
John Buchan, a retired Peterhead skipper 
with 40 years on the boats. “We don’t want 
decommissioning, we want to fi sh. You get 
the value of the boat, but then what? Fishing 
is all we know.” 

Fishermen in fi sheries in western Scotland 
are also feeling the pinch. The Rockall fi sh-
ery was closed for haddock and black scab-
bard fi shing to Scottish fi shermen in June, 
when they exhausted their quota of just 500 
tons. Scottish Fishermen’s Federation chief 
executive Hamish Morrison said, “The 
trouble is that there is absolutely no remote 
connection between the quota that was set 
and hard survey evidence…The only survey 
information was from last September and it 
was rather positive, showing an improving 
stock position.” He added, “The only survey 
evidence was Russian survey evidence and 
the Russian scientist who should have come 
to the ICES [International Committee for the 
Exploration of the Sea] meeting to discuss 
it was not invited.” The fi shermen vowed 
to continue their fi ght to have the fi shing 
grounds reopened. 

Cutbacks mean rising fatalities
In another twist to the problems facing the 

fi shermen, the annual report of the Marine 
Accident Investigation Branch (MAIB) 
highlighted the effects of dropping income 
on safety. The report revealed that 11 fi sher-
men were lost last year, presumed drowned 
at sea, with 10 of them in Scottish waters. 
During the same period, 27 UK commercial 
fi shing vessels sank. The report said that 
lack of money for necessary maintenance, 
and crew cutting to cut labor costs, are the 
main reasons for these fi gures. 

Stephen Meyer, chief marine accident 
investigator of MAIB, reportedly said that 

the report does not show the full extent of 
the problem. “We are aware that some ac-
cidents do go unreported,” he said. 

“London’s not interested in Scottish 
fi shermen,” said Buchan, refl ecting a wide-
spread view in the fi shing communities 
here. A number of working fi shermen said 
they resent the contempt that Westminster 
has treated them with, with English minis-
ters laughing off their protests and publicly 
dressing down a Scottish government fi sh-
eries minister when he proposed he lead the 
UK delegation to the EU negotiations. 

Sixty percent of the white fi sh caught 
in UK waters is landed in Scotland. The 
bourgeois Scottish National Party has been 
quick to tap into this, to exploit genuine 
nationalist sentiment. A leafl et this party 
circulated prior to the June elections for EU 
parliament, said, “We need to return powers 
over fi sheries from Brussels and London 
to Scotland, so that we can build a viable 
and sustainable Scottish fi shing industry.” 
Also seeking to draw fi shermen in Scotland 
away from seeking allies among exploited 
producers across Europe, the Conservative 
Party has sought to hijack their cause, using 
it to rationalize its protectionist and anti-EU 
program. Edward Brocklebank, the Con-
servative Party fi sheries spokesperson for 
Scotland, claimed July 6 that the problem is 
that EU funding is all going to Irish fi sher-
men. Leading up to the recent EU elections, 
Conservative leader Michael Howard trav-
eled to Fraserburgh for a photo shoot with 
leaders of the Cod Crusaders. 

The Cod Crusaders have been campaign-
ing against the devastating effects on the 
fishing communities since November 
2002. Their activity indicates that, while 
welcoming support from diverse quarters, 
they refuse to be drawn into openly reac-
tionary schemes that cut them off from 
fellow producers in nearby countries. The 
group has participated in fl otillas of fi shing 
boats from Scotland and England sailing 
up the Forth and Tyne estuaries. Fishermen 
from across the UK also participated in a 
Europe-wide protest in the Belgian port of 
Antwerp, highlighting how small fi shermen 
across Europe are facing devastation. 

“We’ve spoken at public meetings all 
over Scotland, from the Shetlands to Ed-
inburgh,” said Carol MacDonald. “In the 
Shetlands, 300 people came to the meeting. 
We’re going over to Ireland to meet cam-
paigners over there, having been invited by 
the magazine The Irish Skipper.” 

Peter Clifford contributed to this article.

Continued from back page

Getty Images/Chris Furlong
Scottish fi shermen haul in their catch, March 3, some 70 miles off the north coast of 
Scotland. Their livelihoods are being devastated by fi shing quotas.
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Quebec steelworkers strike Alcoa

Pretoria may allow U.S. military to train its troops

Guy Desrosiers
Members of Steelworkers Local 9700 went on strike July 8 in Bécancour, Quebec, 
against Alcoa’s attacks on seniority, pensions, and contracting out work. 

BY SÉBASTIEN DÉSAUTELS
BÉCANCOUR, Quebec—On July 7, 

the 810 workers at Aluminum de Bécan-
cour (ABI), members of the Steelworkers 
Local 9700, went on strike against Alcoa. 
The evening before they had rejected by 88 
percent the latest company offer, the second 
time they had done so in a week. 

The company provoked the walkout 
around two major issues. Alcoa—which 
owns 75 per cent of ABI, while the remain-
ing 25 per cent is owned by Alcan—has been 
trying to restructure the plant to be able to 
move workers around disregarding seniority 
and job classifi cations. The company also 
wants to contract out work normally done 
by unionized workers. Positions vacated by 
retiring workers are not being fi lled.

Guy, a production worker in the plant 
for 18 years, summed up the consequences 
of the restructuring this way: “If we let the 
subcontracting go by like that we’ll fi nd 
ourselves with 200 unionized workers in-
stead of 800,” he said. “They don’t replace 
those retiring.” 

Guy Desrosiers, another production 
worker, added, “The fundamental reason 
we’re on strike is that they want to transform 
this plant into a low-wage plant. I am among 
the youngest. I feel threatened by their new 
policies. Those who leave will be replaced 
by low-wage earners.”

The union had tried other pressure tactics 
in face of the company’s policies. Before 
the strike there were 4,000 outstanding 
grievances. 

“We had a collective agreement, but 
they didn’t respect it,” Jean Frechette told 
Militant reporters.

The other major issue concerns control of 
the pension plan. The union is demanding 
parity control and respect of an agreement 
made in 2000 that the company cannot stop 
paying into the fund if there is a surplus. 
Also the union wants to continue adjusting 
the payments to the cost of living. In addi-
tion to rejecting these demands, the com-
pany said it intends to drop the retirement 
bonus, which is equal to two weeks of wages 
for every year of service.

“When they play around with my pen-
sion, I don’t agree,” said Jean Rouleau, on 
the picket line. 

Richard Marcoux, while explaining he 
was four years from reaching retirement, 
added, “It’s a bit normal that we want a parity 
committee on pensions. The company hears 
you but they don’t listen.”

The plant here, with a production capac-
ity of 400,000 tons of aluminum a year, ac-

counts for 7 percent of Alcoa’s total output. 
The company is using 100 managers to 
maintain production. Starting July 9, Alcoa 
announced the closure of one of three lines 
and said this would mean the elimination of 
300 union jobs. Because of the procedures 
involved in the refi ning of aluminum, once 
a line is closed it takes several months and 
millions of dollars to restart it.

Clément Masse, the president of the 
union local, said July 10 that he and other 
members of the negotiating committee 
had just spent several hours on the picket 
lines discussing this attack. The strikers 

said that whatever happens, no one will 
be abandoned, even if not all of the 800 
are called back.

Two weeks later, the company shut 
down a second line, leaving only one line 
in operation, with the goal of producing 
one-third of its previous capacity.

“Unions in Quebec have a tradition of 
solidarity” Masse said. There are several 
locals of the Steelworkers who are dis-
cussing concrete measures to support the 
strike, he added. The Alcan workers in the 
Saguenay-Lac St. Jean region extended 
their solidarity. The unionists at Baie 

Comeau, where Alcoa has another plant, 
have also expressed their support facing 
the same employer. Local 9700 is hosting a 
press conference July 28 in Bécancour with 
representatives of all the different unions in 
Quebec in the aluminum sector to express 
this unity and widespread support.

Interim vice-president of Local 9700 
François Ayotte described solidarity from 
other countries. Steelworkers at Kaiser 
Aluminum in the United States have 
started a voluntary dues collection for the 
ABI strike. Unionized workers in France 
working for Alcan have said that they will 
refuse to do production usually done by the 
workers at Bécancour, Ayotte said. 

On the second day of the strike, the 
company got a court injunction limiting the 
picket line to 10 workers and taking away the 
right of the strikers to check who and what is 
going in and out of the plant. There is a law 
in Quebec that in theory prevents companies 
from using scabs. If the union can’t check 
what is going in and out of a plant, though, 
this is hard to enforce.

Union offi cials have since been able to 
negotiate the injunction with the employer, 
now allowing 15 pickets per picket line. 
Unionists can now also listen to all ex-
changes between the security guards, let-
ting people and commodities in and out of 
the plant, and can question the guards for 
more information.

Besides the courts, the company is using 
propaganda to isolate the strikers and under-
mine public support for their cause. Through 
the daily newspapers management suggests 
that the workers are only concerned with 
money. Strikers on the picket line, however, 
seem ready to answer Alcoa’s claims. One 
of the unionists, for example, told a local 
newspaper, “The guys here are fi ghting for 
their jobs and their pensions, but also for the 
future of their children.”

BY T.J. FIGUEROA
JOHANNESBURG, South Africa—

Pretoria is considering a U.S. government 
proposal to train and equip 2,000 South Af-
rican soldiers. The fi rst public news of this 
development broke July 17, when outgoing 
U.S. ambassador to South Africa Cameron 
Hume told Reuters, “We are talking with 
the South African government about helping 
to train and equip two additional battalions 
to expand the number of forces they have 

available for peacekeeping.” He suggested 
such an agreement was imminent. Offi -
cials from South Africa’s defense ministry 
refused to comment on the report. Hume 
made the remarks while observing “Opera-
tion Medfl ag.” This was a joint U.S.-South 
African military medical services exercise 
in Limpopo province, involving hundreds 
of air force personnel and military medics 
from both countries.

The South African government has 

deployed about 1,400 troops to Burundi 
and a similar number in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo as part of interna-
tional “peacekeeping” operations in Africa’s 
volatile Great Lakes region. “These opera-
tions are expensive, so this kind of help is 
signifi cant,” said one unnamed South Afri-
can military offi cial, according to Reuters.

“I think if you asked the South African 
military they would say they were very 
stretched,” Hume told reporters. “We are 
talking about a modest but not insignifi -
cant increase in their capacities....material 
and training.” He also suggested that there 
could soon be a resumption of arms sales 
between the two governments.

A July 19 report carried by the South 
African Press Association stated, “A 
source familiar with the talks [said] the 
U.S. has spent the last eight years attract-
ing South Africa’s interest to their African 
Contingency Operations Training and As-
sistance (Acota) program. Acota is a U.S. 
State Department-coordinated program 
that works with African states to improve 
peace support operations and humanitar-
ian assistance capabilities.” Governments 
that have taken part in this program include 
those of Benin, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, 
Mali, Malawi, and Senegal.

Pretoria has expanded its military coop-
eration with Washington in recent years, 
including in joint operations.

While cloaking its goals in humanitar-
ian rhetoric, Washington increasingly sees 
Africa as a theatre for military operations. 
This is part and parcel of U.S. government 
efforts to replace Paris as a dominant power 
on the continent—particularly in the former 
colonies of francophone West Africa.

U.S. offi cials have also identifi ed Africa 
as a place where Washington will wage op-
erations against “terrorist” groups such as 
al-Qaeda. Part of this strategy involves se-
curing “forward operating locations” with-
out setting up permanent bases. Washington 
also plans to use proxy forces to defend its 
interests when this is deemed expedient.

Scotland fishermen devastated by ‘conservation’ rules

Continued on Page 11

BY HUGH ROBERTSON 
ABERDEEN, Scotland—Fishermen and 

their families in Scotland are fi ghting the 
devastating effects on their livelihoods of 
measures by London supposedly to “con-
serve fi sh stocks,” which are outlined in 
European Union rules. These steps include 
cutting the number of days fi shermen are 
allowed to work each month and reducing 
the quotas for their catch. 

Two years ago there were 300–400 
dedicated white fi sh boats in the United 
Kingdom, fi shermen say. Now there are 
barely 120. Only 15 white fi sh boats remain 
in Fraserburgh, which has had the largest 
fi shing fl eet in Scotland. Twenty-nine boats 
were “decommissioned” there over the last 
year. Decommissioning is the term for 
scrapping a fi shing boat to remove it from 
active duty, in return for a European Union 
payout. In response to these measures, the 
“Cod Crusaders,” based in Fraserburgh on 
the northeastern coast of Scotland, have 
launched a campaign that has gained a 
growing hearing. 

In an interview with Militant reporters, 
Carol MacDonald, a leader of the campaign, 
described the effects of the government mea-
sures on her family. “My husband, Malcolm, 
is only allowed to fi sh for 15 days every 
month; before he’d be out for 25–27 days 
every month,” she said. “He’s paid by the 

catch so his income has dropped by £12,000 
to £10,500 per year” (£1=$1. 83).  

When the proposals for slashing the al-
lowed fi shing time were fi rst put forward 
in November 2002, skippers were to be 
permitted only nine days per month. The 
extra six days were a “concession” in return 
for decommissioning 200 boats. Malcolm 
MacDonald said fi shermen should be com-
pensated for the days they are not allowed to 
work. “We should get compensation for lost 
wages,” he said. “How can we be prevented 
from working for two weeks in a month and 
cover our bills?” 

Carol MacDonald referred to the effects 
on the town, with a population of 13,000. 
“Sixty percent of the population of Fraser-
burgh is in fi shing related jobs,” she said. 
The crisis is affecting factory fi sh processors 
differentially. “Large processors can make 
up any shortfall from British boats with 
foreign imports, mainly from the Faeroe 
Islands and China,” she stated. Small pro-
cessors have gone out of business. A relief 
skipper from Peterhead told Militant report-
ers last year, “Two years ago you could get 
£60–£80 for a box of small haddock, now 
you get £10–£15.” 

Morag Ritchie, another leader of the Cod 
Crusaders, whose husband is the owner of 
two boats with total crew of 12, and is 
skipper of one of them, commented on the 

fi nancial position such small producers fi nd 
themselves in. “Both boats are mortgaged 
to the banks, one recently broke down and a 
£220,000 loan was needed for a new engine, 
gearbox, and drive shaft,” he said. “In good 
times the banks always want you to take out 
loans to modernize your gear. When things 
get bad, they come knocking on the door for 
their money. One boat that was decommis-
sioned was two-and-a-half years old. The 
banks forced the skipper to decommission, 
as he was £430,000 in debt.” 

Capitalists profi t, fi shermen get shaft
The documentary fi lm Gutted, shown by 

the BBC June 16, said that in recent years 
60 percent of the Scottish fi shing fl eet has 
been eliminated, and out of the £40 million 
paid out for decommissioning 80 percent 
went straight to the banks to cover outstand-
ing debts. In any case, Carol MacDonald 
said, “When boats are decommissioned 
the crew members get nothing, only the 
skipper/owners receive payments.” 

Other fi shermen also noted that the mea-
sures have nothing to do with conserving 
fi sh stocks and that their effect is to fatten 
the pockets of bankers and other capitalists, 
while devastating the livelihoods of small 
fi shermen and workers on fi shing boats. 

“Decommissioning has got nothing to do 


	29p01.pdf
	29p02.pdf
	29p03.pdf
	29p04.pdf
	29p05.pdf
	29p06.pdf
	29p07.pdf
	29p08.pdf
	29p09.pdf
	29p10.pdf
	29p11.pdf
	29p12.pdf

