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Madrid steps up assault on rights 
of Basques and North Africans

AFP/Rafa Rivas
Tens of thousands march in Bilbao, the main city in Euskadi, the Basque country, in 
May 2003, to protest banning of Basque pro-independence party Herri Batasuna. The 
Spanish imperialist rulers have targeted Basques and immigrants from North Africa in 
their “antiterror” assaults on freedom of association and due process.

BY SAM MANUEL
WASHINGTON, D.C.—Spearheaded 

by U.S. Marines, imperialist troops in Haiti 
have been widening their occupation beyond 
the capital since the February 29 rightist 
takeover of the country and the overthrow 
of the elected government of President 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide, who was forcibly 
expelled from the country by Washington. 
U.S. Special Forces have set up camps in 
the center and south of the country, while 
French troops are deploying to the north. 

A big part of the Canadian force, which 
at 450 troops is around the same size as its 
French counterpart, has concentrated on 
building a base at the Toussaint Louverture 
Airport outside Port-au-Prince, the capital.  
Others are patrolling inside the city itself. 
The occupation force also includes troops 

The following statement was issued 
March 19 by Martín Koppel for the 
National Committee of the Socialist 
Workers Party.

The Socialist Workers Party calls on 
workers, farmers, and youth to condemn 
Spanish imperialism’s offensive against 
the peoples of the Basque country and 
North Africa, an assault that is acceler-
ating under the pretext of responding 
to the March 11 train bombings in 
Madrid.

Rationalizing their assault by dema-
gogically naming opponents “ETA 
terrorists” and “Islamic extremists,” 
the Spanish rulers are whipping up 
bourgeois public opinion to step up as-
saults on the national aspirations of the 
people of Euskadi (the Basque country), 
the rights of North African immigrants, 
and the broader rights of workers and 
farmers throughout Spain.

For more than a century, Spanish im-
perialism has oppressed and exploited 
the peoples of Morocco, Western Sa-
hara, and other parts of North Africa. 
Within the Spanish state, the ruling 
families governing from Madrid have 
brutally repressed the struggles of the 
Basque people for their right to na-
tional self-determination. Hundreds of 
Basque independence advocates remain 
locked up in Spanish and French pris-
ons, while Herri Batasuna, one of the 
major Basque political parties, remains 
banned. The long record of brutality by 
the Spanish rulers has earned them the 

BY PATRICK O’NEILL
The Spanish government is stepping up its 

attacks on the rights of North African immi-
grants and supporters of Basque independence. 
Moroccan and other immigrants are among 
those rounded up as “suspects” in the bomb-

ings. The newly elected Socialist Party 
prime minister has vowed not to let up the 
government’s “war on terror” at home and 
abroad, targeting the Basque nationality in 
the north of the country. “ETA is not going 
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Tens of thousands protest Iraq occupation
BY SAM MANUEL

NEW YORK—Thousands marched and 
rallied in cities across the United States 
March 20 to protest Washington’s occu-
pation of Iraq on the anniversary of the 
U.S.-led invasion of that country. The larg-
est U.S. demonstration was in New York 
City, with smaller actions in San Francisco, 
Los Angeles, and Chicago. Protests were 
also held that day in a number of cities 
around the world, including an estimated 
one million people in Rome and 25,000 
in London. 

The demonstration here drew sev-
eral tens of thousands of protesters who 
marched through mid-town Manhattan in 
a colorful sea of banners and signs. Many 
of the marchers were longtime political ac-
tivists who had taken part in earlier peace 
demonstrations. A significant number, 
however, were students and other youth 
attending their fi rst political action who 
were angry at Washington’s brutal actions 
around the world and were eager to discuss 
with fellow protesters what lies behind U.S. 
foreign policy and how best to oppose it.

Many came to express their views on 
a range of political questions—from a 
contingent of Haitian immigrants protest-
ing the U.S.-backed ouster of President 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide from that country, 
to Palestinians condemning Israeli assaults 
in the West Bank and Gaza. 

The main organizers of the demonstra-

BY MARTÍN KOPPEL
In cities and towns across the country, 

students, unionists, and others are build-
ing the April 25 march on Washington to 
defend a woman’s right to choose. They are 
posting up leafl ets, selling bus tickets, and 
holding meetings to publicize the action.

A public meeting to organize participa-
tion in the march on Washington was re-
cently held in Atlanta. 
At the meeting, which 
drew 50 people, one 
of the local co-direc-
tors for the April 25 
mobilization, Loretta 
Ross, announced the 
formation of New 
Voices for Reproduc-
tive Freedom, which is concentrating on 
building the march in Black and Latino 
communities in Atlanta and other parts 
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BY SAM MANUEL
WASHINGTON, D.C.—Colombian 

government offi cials have announced the 
purchase of two artillery batteries and 40 
AMX-30 tanks from Spain—enough to 
equip two squadrons of an army that is 
fi ghting a U.S.-backed war against guerrilla 
organizations and has assumed an increas-
ingly provocative stance on its border with 
Venezuela. 

Defense Minister Jorge Alberto Uribe 
Echavarría claimed the weapons would be 
“for essentially defensive use” to “combat 
drug traffi cking, terrorism, and arms smug-
gling.” However, former Venezuelan defense 
minister Gen. Fernando Ochoa Antich said 
the purchase would give the government in 
Bogotá the military edge along the border. 

This is happening at a time when the 
U.S. government is stepping up its efforts 
to overthrow the government of President 
Hugo Chávez of Venezuela. (See article on 
front page.) 

Ochoa Antich noted that the military 
balance between the neighboring countries 
has shifted in favor of the Colombian army 
with the escalation in military aid from 
Washington, which includes helicopters 
and planes. 

The offi cial Colombian army is not the 
only source of tensions on the border. The 
Colombian daily El Tiempo reported that 
near the end of last December seven Ven-
ezuelan soldiers were killed by right-wing 
Colombian paramilitary forces who had 
crossed into the neighboring country. 

Successive Colombian governments have 
been locked in a four-decades-long war with 
guerrillas of the Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia (FARC) and a smaller 
group known as the National Liberation 
Army (ELN). Washington’s intervention in 
this war and in the broader region has been 
increasing under the banner of Plan Colom-
bia. Under the guise of fi ghting “narco-ter-
rorism,” some $2.5 billion in U.S. aid, most 
of it military, has gone to the Colombian 
government over the past four years. 

In July 2002 the U.S. Congress broadened 

the scope of its aid to allow the offi cial use 
of U.S.-provided helicopters in a “counter-
drug brigade” created under Plan Colombia 
to fi ght against the FARC and ELN. The 
plan allows for as many as 800 U.S. military 
personnel to train the Colombian army. 

Last year the Pentagon dispatched 150 
troops to Colombia, and U.S. “military 
contractors” have been engaged directly in 
the civil war. Gen. Richard Myers, chairman 
of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff, told report-
ers January 6 that 1,500 U.S. troops are in 
Central and South America. 

Offensive against guerrilla forces
At the beginning of the year Bogotá 

stepped up military actions against the 
guerrilla forces. Dubbed Operation New 
Year, the military campaign began on 
January 4 with an assault on the village 
of San Isidro using U.S.-made Black 
Hawk helicopters and Brazilian armored 
personnel carriers. Brig. Gen. Guillermo 
Quiñones, commander of the 12th Brigade 
carrying out the operation, said his plan is 
based on U.S. counterinsurgency doctrine. 
Quiñones’s background includes artillery 
training at Fort Sill in Oklahoma and a stint 
at the U.S. Southern Command.  

In January the government also an-
nounced the capture of Ricardo Palmera, 
a member of the FARC’s negotiating team 
in 1998, when the government turned over 
to it a 16,000-acre enclave in southern Co-
lombia. 

Palmera entered a plea of not guilty to 
charges of murder and kidnapping, and guilty 
to rebellion, through a two-way link from his 
maximum-security jail north of Bogotá to the 
courthouse in Valledupar, 430 miles away. 
The authorities claimed that to allow him 
to attend his own trial in person would pose 
too much of a risk.Despite their claims of 
success in their recent probes, ground 
commanders prefer to carry out operations 
with substantial air support. A January 25 
Washington Post report said that advancing 
government troops face crude guerrilla de-
fenses and roads lined with mines, replaced 

each night after army engineers spend hours 
meticulously clearing them. 

Under cover of the campaign against the 
guerrilla groups, the Colombian government 
has deepened attacks on peasants, workers, 
and trade unions. On March 10 the UN High 
Commissioner on Refugees described the 
human rights situation in the country as 
“critical,” reported AP. The UN representa-
tive charged Bogotá with arbitrary roundups 
and the promulgation of “antiterror laws that 
give sweeping powers to the military.” The 
UN report expressed particular concern over 
the increase in news of “torture and mistreat-
ment by government forces.”  

On February 10 the general secretary 
of the International Confederation of Free 
Trade Unions (ICFTU) in Brussels con-
demned the attacks on Colombian trade 
unions. He cited a February 6 incident in 
which explosives were planted at the en-
trance of a municipal workers union hall for 
the second time in two weeks, and the gun-
ning down of Ricardo Barragán, a member 
of the same union, on February 17. 

The ICFTU statement pointed out that 
since 1990 more than 3,000 trade unionists 
have been killed in Colombia, with many 
of those responsible for their deaths having 
gone unpunished. 

The Colombian armed forces have also 
carried out actions against factions of 
right-wing paramilitary groups that have 
not agreed to enter peace negotiations. The 
army claimed to have killed 22 members of 
the United Self-Defense Forces (AUC) in 
fi ghting 200 miles southeast of the capital. 
Government troops fought fi erce battles 
with AUC forces in February for control 
of the oil-rich Casanare region. One month 
later the army said it had killed eight of its 
members and captured another 17. 

In July last year the AUC’s main force, 
consisting of some 11,000 of its 18,000 
troops, signed a cease fi re with the govern-
ment and also agreed to demobilize by the 
end of 2005.  Only 800 soldiers belong-
ing to the paramilitary group turned in 
their weapons in a government-sponsored 
ceremony last November. The ceremony 
included a videotaped message from AUC 
leader Carlos Castaño, who reaffi rmed that 
the groups would “not demobilize to give 
up space” to the FARC. 

The government has offered an amnesty 
that would enable those who have com-
mitted atrocities against civilians to avoid 
punishment by paying “restitution” to their 
victims. 

Right-wing armed groups formed with 
the direct involvement of sections of the 
country’s wealthiest rulers have been ac-
tive in Colombia for the best part of half a 
century, targeting leaders of workers’ and 
peasants’ struggles. In recent years they 
have operated in tandem with government 
forces against the FARC and ELN, often 
receiving logistical support from the Co-
lombian military.  

The AUC also serves as an extralegal 
instrument to defend and add to the hold-
ings of Colombia’s largest landowners by 
clearing entire populations from areas it 
controls, often gaining de facto rights 
or forcing the farmers to cede legal title 
to the land. According to a Jan. 7, 2002, 
BBC report, some 3.5 million hectares of 
agricultural land has been obtained by the 
AUC’s fi nancial backers.  

During a visit to Colombia at the end 
of February, U.S. Gen. Peter Pace, vice 
chairman of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
applauded the government’s effort to crush 
the FARC and ELN. He also charged that 
the guerrilla groups might launch a new of-
fensive in face government actions “getting 
stronger and stronger in the war against 
terrorism.” At a March 4 ceremony attend 
by 400 soldiers and civilians at the U.S. 
Southern Command, Colombian president 
Alvaro Uribe thanked Washington for its 
support in fi ghting the FARC and ELN and 
“drug traffi ckers.” During his visit Uribe—
accompanied by the Colombian defense 
minister and U.S. ambassador—also met 
with U.S. Southern Command head Gen. 
James T. Hill. The U.S. ambassador to Co-
lombia, William Wood, was also present.  

The next day Bogotá announced that 
with Washington’s help it was reviving its 
“Search Bloc,” a special police unit osten-
sibly set up to combat drug cartels. It will 
consist of an “anti-narcotic command unit 
(with helicopter support), an intelligence 
group, and a group of detectives,” said 
Police Col. Oscar Naranjo. Intelligence 
support would be provided by Washington, 
Naranjo said. 

Soldiers in antiguerrilla battalion march through military base in south of Colombia, 
May 2003. Under Plan Colombia, under which U.S. government is escalating its mili-
tary intervention, Washington has poured massive aid to Colombian armed forces.

Tel Aviv’s so-called security wall cuts through West 
Bank town of Baqa El Gharbiy.
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U.S., French troops extend Haiti occupation

Continued from front page

April 25 march

from Chile.  
The 1,700 U.S. Marines are mostly in 

Port-au-Prince. Their efforts to disarm 
the population are concentrated in poor, 
working-class districts like Cite Soleil, 
a stronghold of support for the ousted 
president. 

During a brief visit to Haiti March 14, 
U.S. Gen. Richard Myers, the chairman 
of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff, said that 
violence would be “dealt with.” Earlier, 
U.S. troops had notched up their fi fth and 
sixth deaths, killing two men described by 
witnesses as bystanders.   

Two days later 150 French troops were 
dispatched to the northern city of Cap 
Haitien. They immediately took control 
of the city’s airport and the headquarters 
of the French battalion in the country will 
be moved there.  

French military spokesman Maj. Xavier 
Pons said in Port-au-Prince that the number 
of French troops would build up to 400. 
Around 130 soldiers from the notorious 
French Legion will be sent to the north-
western city of Gonaives.  

In spite of the imperialists’ calls for dis-
armament and their raids in Port-au-Prince, 
the rightist forces walk the streets bearing 
arms in much of Haiti. Asked if French 
troops would disarm them in Cap Haitien 
and Gonaives, Pons said, “that is the role 
of the Haitian police.” 

“So far, the rebels have not been hostile,” 
Lt. Col. Louis Acacio Acacio said. “We are 
observing them.” 

On the fi rst full day in offi ce of the U.S.-
installed Prime Minister, Gerard Latortue, 
Haitian police used tear gas to break up 
a protest of Aristide supporters in the 
capital. About 1,000 people marched near 
the presidential palace chanting slogans 
against the U.S.-led occupation and the 
Latortue government inserted in place of 
the elected president, whose term of offi ce 
would have ended next year.  

In a ceremony at the National Palace, 
Latortue, who was fl own in from Florida 
after living in the United States for decades, 
announced a 13-member “nonpartisan” 
cabinet that excludes any members of 
Aristide’s Lavalas party. 

On March 15 Aristide returned to the 
region from the Central African Republic 
where he had been placed in exile. In an 

interview with Washington Post reporters, 
he described how had been shanghaied by 
U.S. diplomatic and military offi cials and 
fl own out of the country on February 29. 

As rightist forces advanced on the capi-
tal, Aristide said, U.S. ambassador James 
Foley told him it was a matter of hours and 
that his departure was the only way to avoid 
widespread bloodshed. 

The previous day, said Aristide, Foley 
had agreed to arrange a security escort 
so that he could appear on television to 
appeal for calm. The U.S. ambassador did 
not arrive at the Presidential Palace until 
the following day, however. When Aristide 
left in a motorcade with a U.S. “security” 
detail, he was taken not to a television stu-
dio but to the airport, and told to board an 
unmarked aircraft with a U.S. fl ag. He and 
his entourage were never told where they 
were being taken, under what conditions, 
and for how long.  

A U.S. security guard told the Post that 
he thought the warning that the palace was 
about to be overrun by the rightist forces 
was a “subterfuge” to lure Aristide away.

With their typical arrogance, U.S. offi -
cials have never explained why, without his 
agreement, they sent Aristide to Africa in 
the fi rst place, especially since other gov-
ernments in Latin America had offered to 

welcome him.
As Aristide’s plane touched down in Ja-

maica, White House offi cials and Latortue 
said he would be to blame for any violence 
by his supporters. National Security advisor 
Condoleezza Rice called his return to the 
region a “bad idea.” The Latortue govern-
ment announced that it was freezing rela-
tions with Kingston.  

Jamaica’s prime minister, Percival Pat-
terson, who is also chairman of the Carib-
bean Community (Caricom), replied that 
his government had granted Aristide tempo-
rary residence on “humanitarian” grounds, 
according to the Jamaican media.  

Patterson said Aristide was in the country 
on the condition that Jamaica would not be 
used as a staging ground for an attempt to 
return to Haiti.  

Along with Venezuela, Jamaica has re-
fused to recognize the U.S.-backed Latortue 
government. Venezuelan president Hugo 
Chávez offered Aristide asylum and said, 
“We don’t recognize Haiti’s new govern-
ment. The president of Haiti’s name is 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide and he was elected 
by his people.” 

Washington has backed an attempted 
coup and other attempts by the big-busi-
ness opposition in Venezuela to overthrow 
the elected Chávez government.

Both the Chávez and Aristide govern-
ments earned Washington’s displeasure 
for their refusal to cut off normal relations 
with Cuba.

Cuban doctors continued working
According to an eyewitness report 

by Tracey Eaton in the Dallas Morning 
News, the 535 Cuban doctors working in 
Haiti stayed at their posts serving patients 
throughout the right-wing coup.  

The only clinic or hospital operating in 
the country at that point, Eaton wrote, was 
a “makeshift emergency room operated en-
tirely by Cuban doctors.” They treated 22 
gunshot victims on February 29 and March 
1 alone and more than a hundred patients 
throughout that week.

“I don’t know what I would have done 
without these Cuban doctors,” a man treated 
for a skin infection told Eaton.

Cuban foreign minister Felipe Pérez 
Roque said Cuban doctors in Haiti provide 
health care to 75 percent of the nation’s 8.3 
million people. “To have an idea of how 
signifi cant their work is,” he said February 
12, “one should be aware that Haiti has less 
than 2,000 doctors,” all but 200 of whom 
are in Port-au-Prince.  

Continued from front page

U.S. troops in the south and center of Haiti and French troops in the north have 
extended the occupation. Above, French soldiers patrol in Gonaives March 20.
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of Georgia.
In New York City, some 800 buses have 

already been reserved, march organizers 
report. Local chapters of the National 
Organization for Women, Planned Parent-
hood, NARAL Pro-Choice America, and 
numerous campus groups have been hold-
ing regular planning meetings to involve 
new forces.

A group of young women at one of the 
weekly NOW-sponsored meetings volun-
teered to leafl et at the March 20 peace 
rally. They passed out hundreds of fl yers 
and stickers there. Volunteers reported 
afterward that many of the demonstrators 
were students who said they were already 
involved in campus groups in the region 
planning to send buses to the march—from 
the University of Connecticut to New York 
University.

In Pittsburgh, La’Tasha Mayes, an 
organizer of the march, reported that lo-
cal building efforts are getting a good 
response. Many women’s rights support-
ers are angry at government measures 
that limit access to abortion and want to 
speak out for a woman’s right to choose. 
Addressing a March 19 Militant Labor 
Forum, Mayes said that cuts in Medicare 
funding for abortion and the closure of clin-
ics “impact women of color the most.”

On March 16 a gathering to mobilize 
Black women for the march took place 
in East Liberty, a Black neighborhood 
in Pittsburgh. The featured speaker was 
Malika Redmond, of the National Center 
for Human Rights Education, who is travel-
ing across the country to build the march 
among women of oppressed nationalities. 

Arlene Rubinstein in Atlanta and Cindy 
Jaquith in Pittsburgh contributed to this 
article.
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Palestinians pour into streets in response 
to Israeli regime’s killing of Hamas leader

Continued from front page
tions were two coalitions, International 
ANSWER and United for Peace and Jus-
tice, made up of various radical and liberal 
organizations. They focused the demonstra-
tion on President George Bush, blaming him 
and the Republican Party for the imperialist 
assault on Iraq and other actions at home 
and abroad, while supporting, explicitly or 
tacitly, presidential candidate John Kerry or 
other Democrats in the 2004 elections. 

A large banner at the stage read, “Bush 
Lies! Who Dies?” Throughout the demon-
stration people carried banners, and placards 
and wore buttons with a similar emphasis. 
“Drop Bush, not bombs!” was a popular 
chant.

“Where are the weapons of mass destruc-
tion?” read some signs, referring to the fact 
that one of the pretexts used by the White 
House to justify the invasion of Iraq was the 
unsubstantiated charge that the Iraqi gov-
ernment had or was developing chemical, 
nuclear, or biological weapons.

Among the featured speakers were Ohio 
Congressman and Democratic presidential 
candidate Dennis Kucinich. “We are the 
campaign that we and all of you have been 
waiting for,” Kucinich said. “I urge you to 
join us in this campaign for peace.” He 
called for maintaining the military occupa-
tion of Iraq under United Nations sponsor-
ship and for withdrawal of U.S. troops from 
that country. 

Former British Labor Party parliamentar-
ian Anthony Benn pointed to the electoral 
victory of the Socialist Party in Spain as a 
step forward and said he hoped U.S. vot-
ers would “follow the example of Spain’s 
electorate.” 

Among the demonstrators was a large 
contingent of veterans and about a dozen 
families of U.S. soldiers. One of the speakers 
at the rally was Fernando Suárez del Solar, 
whose son Jesús was killed during the inva-
sion of Iraq in March. 

Over the course of the day participants 
exchanged views and opinions on the 
causes of the war and what could be done 
about it.

Richard Andersen, 57, from Vermont 
described himself as a veteran of protests 
against U.S. wars. He expressed exaspera-
tion about “how to stop these adventures” 
as he listed protests he has participated in 
against U.S. military intervention from 
“Vietnam to Grenada to Panama, and now 
Iraq.” Andersen said he was encouraged 
by the electoral defeat of Spanish prime 
minister José María Aznar, whose govern-
ment had supported the U.S.-led assault on 
Baghdad. Many placards in the demonstra-
tion read “I Love Spain.”  

Another theme expressed by demonstra-
tors was opposition to the U.S.-backed Is-
raeli occupation of Palestine and the frame-
ups, arrests, and deportations of mostly Arab 
immigrants across the United States over the 
past two years. Speakers addressed the rally 
in support of Farouk Abdel-Muhti and Sami 
Al-Arian, Palestinian opponents of Israeli 
aggression living in the United States who 
were framed up and imprisoned in the wake 
of the September 11 attacks. 

Rahyna Ali-Mustafa, 19, came with 
a busload from her mosque in Dear-
born, Michigan. Palestinian fl ags waved 
throughout the contingent in the march 
and rally along with placards that read 
“Free Palestine” and “End the Occupation.” 
Ali-Mustafa said she had participated in 
the rallies last year and that people need 
to keep protesting until the occupation is 
ended in Iraq and Palestine. 

Helen Brandon, 20, a member of the 
Palestine Solidarity Committee at Yale 
University, said the Bush administration 
was trying to overturn the constitution and 
“if we don’t wake up in November we could 

all lose our rights.” She added that it was also 
necessary to continue to protest. 

Among the demonstrators were Young 
Socialists and supporters of the Socialist 
Workers Party who joined with those calling 
for the immediate and unconditional with-
drawal of U.S. and other foreign troops from 
Iraq and elsewhere. Many protesters stopped 
by literature tables they had set up along 
the march, seeking books and newspapers 
explaining the main political questions of 
the day. Hundreds took copies of a statement 
issued by Martín Koppel on behalf of the 
National Committee of the Socialist Work-
ers Party, titled “In response to Madrid and 
Washington: Fight for a ‘new Europe’ and a 
‘new America,’ which condemned Spanish 
imperialism’s stepped-up “antiterror” offen-
sive against workers and the peoples of the 
Basque country and North Africa.

Organizers of the rally in New York said 
there were more than 100,000 participants; 
New York City offi cials offered a fi gure of 
30,000. Protests also took place in Britain, 
Japan, south Korea, the Philippines, Aus-
tralia, and Egypt.

 BY SAM MANUEL
WASHINGTON, D.C.—Across the 

occupied territories of Gaza and the West 
Bank, hundreds of thousands of Palestin-
ians poured into the streets March 22 to 
express their outrage at the Israeli regime’s 
assassination of Hamas leader Sheik 
Ahmed Yassin.  

The wheelchair-bound 67-year-old was 
the target of a missile attack by Israeli 
Apache helicopters as he left a mosque 
in Gaza City after morning prayers. He 
and at least seven other individuals were 
killed. Two of his sons were among the 17 
people injured.  

As government offi cials in Washington 
and London expressed their sympathy for 
Tel Aviv and its fi ght against “terrorism,” 
the Israeli military closed off West Bank 
cities and the checkpoints that divide the 
Gaza Strip into three sections. Israeli forces 
killed at least four more Palestinians in fur-
ther actions. 

Later, armored forces rolled into north-
ern Gaza. Israeli military offi cers said that 
they had also launched air raids against 
the Palestinian organization Hezbollah in 
southern Lebanon, and exchanged artillery 
fi re with Hezbollah units. 

Reporters noted that the mood of Yas-
sin’s funeral march in Gaza City, joined 
by hundreds of thousands of people in a 
city of no more than half a million, was 
not mournful but combative. Schools and 

shops in Gaza shut down in solidarity. In 
the West Bank city of Ramallah mosque 
loudspeakers called for a general strike, 
according to a Reuters dispatch.

Within hours of the assassination large 
protests also erupted in Lebanon, Yemen, 
and Egypt. Some 7,000 students protested 
at Cairo’s Al-Azhar University. Another 
5,000 rallied in the Sudanese capital of 
Khartoum. In Lebanon thousands of Pales-
tinians demonstrated near the southern city 
of Sidon and the northern city of Tripoli.

In Yemen 3,000 students demonstrated at 
the San’a University. They accused Wash-
ington of giving Tel Aviv the green light to 
assassinate Yassin, reported the Washington 
Post. Palestinian immigrants have taken the 
lead in organizing protests in New York and 
other cities outside the Mideast.

Yassin, who grew up in the refugee 
camps of Gaza, founded Hamas in 1987. 
In addition to providing some social 
services in the occupied territories, the 
organization has become a prominent op-
ponent of Tel Aviv’s occupation and a rival 
to the Palestine Liberation Organization. 
Hamas leaders have organized a number of 
military attacks on targets inside Israel and 
the occupied territories, including suicide 
bombings.

This was the second known assassination 
attempt on the Hamas founder. Authorities 
in Tel Aviv tried and failed to kill him in 
September 2003, when warplanes dropped 

a 550-lb bomb on 
a building in which 
he was meeting 
with other Hamas 
leaders.  

Citing the Israeli 
daily Haaretz, the 
Guardian reported 
that “the Israeli 
security cabinet 
took the decision 
to target [Yassin] 
once more fol-
lowing a double 
suicide bombing 
earlier this month 
in which 10 people 
were killed.

“Mr. Sharon 
oversaw the opera-
tion,” continued 
the London-based 
paper, “receiving constant updates from 
military offi cials at his Negev ranch.” Like 
other offi cials of the Israeli regime, Sharon 
crowed about the successful hit. Yassin, he 
said, was “the fi rst and foremost leader of 
the Palestinian terrorist murderers.” 

“Anyone who is involved in terrorism 
in Gaza or the West Bank…knows after 
yesterday’s assassination that no one is 
immune,” said Police Minister Tzahi 
Hanegbi.  

Such “targeted killings” will continue, 

said Shaul Mofaz, the defense minister. 
“Strikes against Hamas and other terror 
groups,” he said, “will bring more security 
to Israeli citizens.”

Policy of assassination
According to a March 22 AP report, Pal-

estinian medical offi cials say that Israeli 
forces have “killed more than 150 militants 
in targeted raids since fi ghting broke out in 
September 2000.”  

The news organization reported the next 
day that army chief Lt. Gen. Moshe Yaalon 
“suggested that Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat and the chief of the Lebanese guer-
rilla group Hezbollah, Hassan Nasrallah, 
would eventually be assassinated. ‘I think 
that their responses yesterday show that 
they understand that it is nearing them,’” 
he said—a reference to the statement by 
Palestinian Authority (PA) cabinet minister 
Saab Erekat that Palestinian offi cials were 
taking the threats of further such killings 
“very seriously.” 

Arafat called the killing “a barbaric 
crime.” Palestinian prime minister Ahmed 
Qurie called it “one of the biggest crimes 
that the Israeli government has commit-
ted.”

Last September the Israeli cabinet an-
nounced it had decided to act “to remove” 
Arafat. Israeli vice prime minister Ehud 
Olmert told Israel Radio that killing the 
PA president or forcing him into exile were 
among options being considered.  

The confi dent tone of Israeli government 
offi cials was reinforced by the reaction in 
Washington and London to the assassina-
tion. 

While a U.S. State Department spokes-
man said that the administration of Presi-
dent George Bush was “deeply troubled” 
by the killing and another offi cial said that 
it was “not helpful,” National Security Ad-
visor Condoleezza Rice urged people to 
“remember that Hamas is a terrorist orga-
nization and that Sheik Yassin has himself, 
personally, we believe, been involved in 
terrorist planning.” 

Britain’s foreign minister, Jack Straw, 
said, “It is very diffi cult for all countries 
f ighting terrorism to take a measured 
response in the face of the kind of outra-
geous terrorism that Israel has suffered. 
But a measure of restraint is required and 
I don’t believe Israel will benefi t” from the 
assassination.  

The consolidation of the U.S. and Brit-
ish-led occupation of Iraq has reinforced 
Tel Aviv’s military offensive against the 
Palestinians. Sharon presents the assaults 
on the Palestinians as part of the “global 
war on terror” championed by the U.S. 
rulers. 

In recent statements, Sharon has said 
he is considering a unilateral “separation” 
from the Palestinians. The construction of 
a massive wall around and into the West 
Bank is one aspect of this policy of isola-
tion and economic strangulation.

Sharon’s ultimatums, which are depicted 
in the media as controversial within his 
government, include a so-called with-
drawal from Gaza and, later, the West Bank. 
The Wall Street Journal reported March 
23 that “Mr Sharon and other government 
leaders have made it clear, however, that 
Palestinians could wind up controlling as 
little as 40 percent of the land area most 
past negotiations have contemplated.”

Funeral march for Sheik Ahmed Yassin drew hundreds of thou-
sands of people in Gaza City March 22.

Tens of thousands protest Iraq occupation

New York protest March 20 was part of international day of action
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Militant PM
Country Goal Goal
AUSTRALIA 45  7
CANADA
Montreal 25 10
Toronto 50 7
Vancouver 60 9
CANADA total 135 26
ICELAND 18 1
NEW ZEALAND
Auckland 25 1
Christchurch 20 1
N.Z. total 45 2
SWEDEN
Gothenburg 14 4
Stockholm 15 8
SWEDEN Total 29 12
UNITED KINGDOM
Cent. Scotland 20
London 40 10
UK total 60 10
UNITED STATES
Atlanta 50 20
Birmingham 30 8
Boston 85 50
Chicago 100 35
Cleveland 30 8
Des Moines 50 25
Detroit 50 8
Houston 55 15
Los Angeles 120 50
Miami 70 18
NE Pennsylvania 35 10
New York 175 60
Newark 110 35
Omaha 30 32
Philadelphia 60 10
Pittsburgh 50 3
San Francisco 120 40
Seattle 50 10
Tampa 30 10
Twin Cities 65 35
Utah 30 15
Washington 55 20
Western Colorado 30 15
U.S. total 1480 532
Int’l totals 1812 590
International goals 2000 600

IN THE UNIONS
Militant PM
Goal Goal

AUSTRALIA
AMIEU 10
NEW ZEALAND
NDU 2 1
MWU 2
SWEDEN
Livs 2 1
UNITED STATES
UFCW 110 113
UMWA 50 12
UNITE 50 40
Total 210 165

Militant/Perspectiva Mundial
Fall Subscription Drive

March 20–May 17
Local Goals

AMIEU—Australasian Meat Industry Em-
ployees’ Union; NDU—National Distribution 
Union; MWU—Meat Workers Union; Livs—
Food Workers Union; UFCW—United Food and 
Commercial Workers; UMWA—United Mine 
Workers of America 

t $85,000 Militant/PM 
Fund March 20—May 17

Goal Paid

Atlanta 5,000 2,489

Birmingham 2,000 530

Boston 3,000 575

Chicago 5,000 2,351

Cleveland 1,200 485

Des Moines 1.100 745

Detroit 3,000 1,975

Houston 3,500 1,940

Los Angeles 8,000 4,535

Miami 1,700 1,075

New York 11,000 5,511

Newark 3,500 2,200

NE Pennsylvania 2,000 950

Omaha 440 215

Philadelphia 3,200 1,400

Pittsburgh 3,800 1,230

San Francisco 8,500 3,100

Seattle 6,000 4,815

Tampa 0 1,761

Twin Cities 4,000 3,670

Utah 1,500 820

Washington, D.C. 2,800 1,175

Western Colorado 2,000 1,805

Sweden 500 1,361

Canada 5,000

Total 87,440 46,713

Goal/Should be 85,000 66,460

BY PAUL PEDERSON
The international campaign to win new 

readers to the Militant and its sister pub-
lication in Spanish, Perspectiva Mundial, 
burst out of the starting blocks March 
20–21, with 209 Militant and 16 PM sub-
scriptions sold. Among the highlights of 
the international effort were sales to coal 
miners in Alabama and New Mexico, and 
successful campaign tables in several cit-
ies at the large March 20 rallies against 
the U.S.- and British-led occupation of 
Iraq. (See front page for news report on 
protests.)

Supporters of the socialist publications 
are now charting a course to maintain 
that momentum throughout the eight-
week campaign, which runs through May 
17. The international goals are 2,000 
Militant and 600 Perspectiva Mundial 
subscriptions.

Eleven coal miners signed up for 
subscriptions to the Militant and one 
to Perspectiva Mundial over the March 
20–21 weekend, reported Betsey Farley, a 
coal miner from northeastern Pennsylva-

nia. “Six subscriptions were sold to coal 
miners in Farmington, New Mexico,” she 
said, along with “four to coal miners in 
Alabama, and one to a surface miner in 
Hazleton, Pennsylvania. A miner in Utah 
signed up for a subscription to Perspectiva 
Mundial.” 

Farley is helping put together teams 
in mining areas. The three-person New 
Mexico team hailed from Colorado and 
Utah, she said. They traveled to Farm-
ington, New Mexico, to sell the socialist 
press to workers at two coal mines owned 
by BHP Billiton. 

The miners, the majority of whom are 
Navajo, are members of the International 
Union of Operating Engineers (IUOE) Lo-
cal 953. In a 12-day strike in January they 
won a wage increase, improvements in the 
retirement package, and increased health-
care benefi ts. Six miners from the local 
signed up for introductory subscriptions 
to the Militant, reported Farley. A Navajo 
cattle rancher who drove past while the 
team was selling at the mine also bought 
one. In addition, 18 miners bought single 
issues of the paper. 

One new subscriber told the team that 
a delegation of striking miners from the 
Co-Op mine in Huntington, Utah, had 
addressed the local.

Dan Fein reported on sales at the New 
York antiwar demonstration, which drew 
tens of thousands of people. “There was 
non-stop activity around our table and a lot 
of interest in the books and the Militant,” 
he said. 

“By the end of the day we had sold doz-
ens of books and subscriptions and had 
sold out of a number of titles.” Socialists 
sold more than 300 single copies and 42 
subscriptions to the Militant, along with 
fi ve subscriptions to Perspectiva Mundial 

BY BRIAN WILLIAMS
HOUSTON—A victory was scored in 

a nearly fi ve-year fi ght against the mass 
arrest of 46 people—almost all of them 
Black—on false drug charges in the west-
ern Texas farming town of Tulia. The $5 
million settlement for those framed up and 
convicted came in a civil rights lawsuit fi led 
on their behalf.

“No matter how much money they 
bring, they aren’t going to bring back those 
years,” said Kizzie White, 27, who spent 
four years behind bars on the trumped-up 
charges, the Houston Chronicle reported 
March 12.

The agreement also calls for the disband-
ing of a federally fi nanced 26-county narcot-
ics task force, which was responsible for the 
arrests. The settlement was agreed to by the 
city of Amarillo, Texas, which had played a 
leading role in running the task force.

In July 1999 cops conducted pre-dawn 
raids on the homes of 46 individuals—39 
of them Black—in Tulia, a town of 5,000. 
They were jailed on the basis of accusations 
by undercover cop Thomas Coleman that 
they had sold him cocaine over an 18-month 

period. Coleman had been employed by the 
state to conduct a sting for the Panhandle 
Regional Narcotics Task Force.

No evidence was produced during any 
of the trials to corroborate Coleman’s 
testimony. After the fi rst several of those 
convicted were given 60 to 90-year sen-
tences, 27 others accepted plea agreements 
for lesser time. The defendants were given 
a total of 800 years in prison and 100 years 
on probation.

“The task force is ultimately culpable for 
what happed in Tulia,” said Vanita Gupta, 
an attorney with the NAACP Legal De-
fense and Educational Fund, according to 
the New York Times. The civil rights orga-
nization is one of the prominent national 
groups that joined in pursuing this case. 

“They hired, supervised, and sponsored 
Tom Coleman’s activity in the 18 months 
he was operating there,” she said. “It’s not 
that Tom Coleman was simply a rogue of-
fi cer. The problem is that federally funded 
narcotics task forces operate nationwide as 
rogue task forces.”

Coleman, who was named “Texas Law-
man of the Year” in 1999 for his work in 

Available from Pathfi nder 

Imperialism’s March toward 
Fascism and War 
by Jack Barnes
in New International no. 10 

Also includes:

•What the 1987 Stock Market Crash Foretold 
•Defending Cuba, Defending Cuba’s 
Socialist Revolution 
by Mary-Alice Waters 
•The Curve of Capitalist Development 
by Leon Trotsky 

Order online from www.pathfi nderpress.com, 
or from bookstores, including those listed on page 8.

Tulia, is now facing perjury charges stem-
ming from the drug sting operation. He 
goes on trial in May.

Last June the last 13 of the jailed defen-
dants were released pending a ruling by the 
appeals court. In August, Texas governor 
Richard Perry granted pardons to 35 of the 
46, who had spent a combined total of 80 
years behind bars.

Targets of racist cop frame-up in Texas win suit

‘Militant’ and ‘PM’ 
subscription drive 
starts off with a bang

and dozens of Pathfi nder titles.  
In Des Moines, Iowa, some 1,500 

people turned out at Drake University for 
a march and indoor rally against the U.S. 
occupation of Iraq.  

“The featured speaker was Thomas 
Hayden, an activist in the anti–Vietnam 
War movement and a Democratic Party 
politician,” reported Edwin Fruit. “He 
urged rally participants to support the 
Democratic presidential candidate and 
lauded the European imperialist govern-
ments that call for the occupation to be 
supervised by the United Nations, rather 
than Washington.  

“Our socialist literature table was the 
site of lively discussions,” said Fruit. 
“While many agreed with Hayden, a num-
ber were open to hearing a revolutionary 
perspective. Five bought subscriptions to 
the Militant and we sold 12 books.”  

Among the thousands rallying in San 
Francisco, reported Laura Anderson, 

“there was a lot of interest in the April 25 
march on Washington to defend a woman’s 
right to choose as well as in the socialist 
newspapers and books. Our table featured 
a sign reading, ‘Defend a woman’s right 
to choose, Build April 25th March in 
D.C.’  Two students from the University 
of California at Santa Cruz asked if we 
could help them set up a table on campus 
to build the march.”   

Anderson reported that more than 150 
single issues and 21 Militant subscriptions 
were sold at the event, as well as over $300 
worth of Pathfi nder books.  

Running concurrently with the circula-
tion drive, an international campaign to 
raise $85,000 to help cover the operating 
costs of the two publications also began 
March 20. (See chart below.) Special 
fund-raising meetings are planned in a 
number of cities to help make this goal. 
These events will be advertised in coming 
issues of the Militant.

Mother of soldier killed in Iraq speaks at 
Atlanta protest against U.S. occupation

Militant photos by Maceo Dixon
Several hundred people attended March 20 demonstration in Atlanta (above) 
against the U.S.- and British-led occupation of Iraq as part of an international day 
of action. Among the speakers was Patricia Roberts (inset), seen at the microphone 
with her family. Roberts is the mother of Jamil Addison, a soldier killed in Iraq 
on March 23, 2003. She called on Washington to bring the troops home now.
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Cuba 1958: a revolutionary call to youth  
‘Through our independence, we fight for that of Latin America,’ said Raúl Castro

Printed below is a selection from Alda-
bonazo: Inside the Cuban Revolutionary 
Underground, 1952�58, by Armando Hart, 
published in January by Pathfi nder Press in 
English and Spanish editions. Hart was a 
central organizer of the urban underground 
and is one of the historic leaders of the 
Cuban Revolution.  

This account of the struggle to over-
throw the U.S.-backed Batista dictatorship 
led by the July 26 Movement and the Rebel 
Army, headed by Fidel Castro, recounts the 
events from the perspective of revolution-
ary cadres organized in the cities. 

The Militant is publishing a series of ex-
cerpts from the book. This week’s selection 
is, “To Cuban youth, To all Latin American 
youth, To the youth of the world.”Drafted 
by Raúl Castro, then commander of the 
Rebel Army’s Second Front in northern 
Oriente province, the document describes 
how young people in Cuba took the lead 
in resisting the U.S.-backed dictatorship of 
Fulgencio Batista, who grabbed power in 
a 1952 coup.  

Issued in June 1958, the call was circu-
lated clandestinely. Among those it reached 
were members of the July 26 Movement 
imprisoned in the Príncipe Castle prison. 
Copyright © 2004 by Pathfi nder Press and 
reprinted by permission.  

❖

BY RAÚL CASTRO
Compañeros:

From the rebel mountains of this eastern 
province—Free Territory of Cuba—on be-
half of youth who, sacrifi cing everything, 
have promised to win or die rather than 
live under such ignominious oppression at 
a decisive moment of our history, we issue 
this urgent call to all young people in the 
world to unite their efforts with ours, so as 
to help save the youth of a brother people 
from destruction and extermination. We 
call on them to help a defenseless people 
that is being cruelly subjugated by the 
worst gang of criminals and murderers 
that any nation has ever suffered. We will 
never abandon the fi ght, no matter how 
unequal it might be. 

On March 10, 1952, eighty days before 
general elections in which the people were 
to freely choose their rulers, Mr. Fulgen-
cio Batista assumed military control of 
the country through a coup d’état. With a 
stroke of the pen he swept away all demo-
cratic institutions, assumed control in an 
autocratic way, and imposed the darkest 
despotism on the people. The leaders of 
the traditional political parties betrayed 
the people and abandoned them to their 
fate, taking refuge in their comfortable 
positions to await better times, in order 
to reappear with the stupid ambitions that 
have always helped characterize them as 
vultures over a battlefi eld. In this situation, 
Batista prepared phony one-man elections, 
electing himself president together with a 
housebroken congress.  

Meanwhile, a people who suffer want to 
fi ght. It was then that Cuban youth decided 
to take the reins of the resistance. Students, 
workers, peasants, and professionals pre-
pared to fi ght. On July 26,1953, a youth 
ready to conquer its own destiny waged a 
frontal attack on the second most impor-

tant fortress in the country. When the attack 
failed, a hundred young people paid with 
their lives for their brave act of rebellion 
after suffering horrendous tortures. The 
students, on a struggle footing from the 
very fi rst moment, saw their ranks dimin-
ished with the fall of new martyrs, includ-
ing José Antonio Echeverría, the leader 
of the Cuban students. The sugar workers 
shook the country with tremendous strikes 
for the conquest of their just demands and 
the defense of violated liberties, facing the 
regime’s repressive apparatus and the gang-
ster machinery of the offi cialdom imposed 
on the trade unions. New losses are being 
added to the already long list of combatants 
of the Cuban proletariat. 

At the end of 1956, after several years 
of preparation, the insurrection broke out 
in the countryside and the cities under the 
leadership of Fidel Castro and Frank País, 
an insurrection that continues and grows 
today. In mid-1957 the murder of Frank 
País in the streets of Santiago de Cuba 
produced the most formidable explosion of 
popular indignation ever witnessed in our 
country, and the general strike caused by 
his premature death at twenty-three years 
of age was drowned in blood. . . . 

José Martí, our mentor and guide, whose 
work and ideas we are fi rmly determined 
today to carry forward, was not only con-
cerned with the future of Cuba but of Our 
America—as he called the Latin American 
republics. Martí proved to be one of the 
greatest statesmen of all time. He saw ac-
curately, before anyone else, the threat that 
the newly born empire represented to our 
young republics. On the eve of his death, 
from the fi elds of Free Cuba, in a letter 
to his friend Manuel Mercado, he wrote, 
among other things: “I have lived inside 
the monster and know its entrails; my 
sling is the sling of David. . . . I am daily 
in danger of giving my life for my coun-

try and my duty—since I understand that 
duty and am prepared to carry it out—the 
duty of preventing the United States from 
spreading across the Antilles, as Cuba ob-
tains its independence, and overpowering 
with that additional strength our lands of 
America.” 

Foreseeing his approaching death he 
opens his heart to his distant friend and 
adds: “All I have done up til now, and all I 
will do, has been with that aim. I have had 
to work quietly and somewhat indirectly, 
because there are things that must be kept 
under cover in order to be achieved. Be-
cause to proclaim them openly would raise 
such diffi culties that the objectives could 
not be reached.” 

The events smashed to pieces Martí’s 
dreams. The events that he tried, with the 
independence of Cuba and Puerto Rico, to 
prevent, unfortunately came to pass. 

So much fi ghting, bleeding, suffering 
and dying just to have our island pass from 
one set of hands to another. . . . 

With Batista in power accompanied by 
the worst den of thieves and murderers ever 
suffered by a people anywhere, open U.S. 
interference continues. Mr. Gardner, their 
ambassador to Cuba, publicly declares his 
government’s unwavering support to the 
island’s tyranny, going so far as to accuse 
Cuban revolutionaries of being gangsters. 

Batista has handed over great wealth to 
U.S. interests, but the Yankees want more, 
and to obtain it they are employing the 
tactic of a diplomatic shift. Now they are 
naming as ambassador Mr. [Earl] Smith, 
who pretends to pester Batista and support 
the revolutionary opposition. The goal was 
clear, and within a few days bore fruit: 
Batista, fearful of losing Yankee support, 
delivered scandalous concessions: the Moa 
cobalt mines, located in the territory of this 
Second Front; new concessions to the Tele-
phone Company, to the Electric Company, 
to the oil companies, to the King Ranch 
cattle farm, and so on. We are so sure of 
what we say that our denunciation is be-
ing confi rmed as we write these lines. This 
very morning, June 26, we heard on the 
radio that Batista has signed a decree with 
new and more humiliating concessions of 
Cuban subsoil to U.S. companies, in per-
petuity no less. We have never seen such 
great monstrosities done to the economy of 
a nation. Undoubtedly these latest conces-
sions come in exchange for the military aid 
the U.S. government is giving Batista at this 
precise and terrible moment. 

As irrefutable proof of these charges, we 
point out the following facts: Colonel Tab-
ernilla Palmero, chief of the dictatorship’s 
air force and responsible for the merciless 
bombings of the cities of Cienfuegos and 
Sagua la Grande, was decorated by Major 
General Truman H. Landon, chief of staff 

of the U.S. Air Command of the Caribbean, 
on the express orders and on behalf of 
President Eisenhower himself. This event 
was recorded in photographs by several 
newspapers of our country. At the end of 
May, offi cers of our Department of Rebel 
Intelligence informed us that throughout 
the month, the enemy air force had been 
supplied by bombs of all types at the Cai-
manera U.S. naval base [at Guantánamo 
Bay]. One of these reports reads: “On 
May 8 the dictatorship’s army received 
300 rocket bombs and 300 rocket-launch 
tubes with a weight of 9.6 tons. The Batista 
planes, after bombing the Sierra Maestra 
and this Second Front, often fi ll up their 
gasoline tanks at the base itself.” These 
documents will be published in offi cial 
organs of our Movement, and photographs 
and documents obtained inside the base it-
self will make their way around the world, 
presenting irrefutable proof of the charges 
we are making. . . . 

An infi nite number of shells for 60 and 
80 mm. mortars have been captured in the 
different battle fronts of this Second Front, 
as well as bazooka shells, rifl e grenades, 
and weapons of recent manufacture com-
ing from U.S. arsenals. Unexploded bombs 
of the most varied types with the invari-
able inscription, “Made in USA,” have 
been seized in the towns attacked by the 
dictator’s planes. They are being kept as 
evidence of what we declare here. Our 
troops in combat have seized from the 
enemy light machine guns with the fol-
lowing inscription: “Fábrica San Cristóbal, 
República Dominicana.” 

In the battle zones, our combatants, 
armed only with land mines and Molotov 
cocktails, have had to face tanks obtained 
from the Nicaraguan dictatorship. In view 
of the popular reaction aroused in Latin 
America by a few demagogic statements 
that no more weapons would be delivered 
to Batista, as well as the existing pressure 
everywhere, it’s easy to see why the U.S. 
government eliminated the direct and pub-
lic supplying of military aid. Instead, they 
now do so indirectly through Dominican 
dictator Leónidas Trujillo and the Somoza 
dynasty, oppressors of the sister Nicaraguan 
republic. At the same time and behind the 
back of world public opinion, they continue 
their direct aid through the Caimanera U.S. 
naval base, as we detailed earlier. 

As a consequence of these events, the 
Cuban people suffer the following evils: 

In addition to the economic conse-
quences already explained, the Cuban 
people suffer the most cruel and criminal 
oppression such as few nations in the 
world have had the misfortune of endur-
ing. With the military aid that the U.S. 
government delivers to the murderers of 
Cubans, our people have and are continu-
ing to suffer, on an ever greater scale, the 
most barbaric air raids ever seen in any 
republic of the American continent. With 
those same weapons, delivered by the U.S. 
government, thousands and thousands of 
Cuban youth, the fl ower of our genera-
tion, have been murdered. The beasts that 
are kept in power with the help of the 
U.S. government—many of whom were 
released from penal institutions by Ba-
tista—have turned our once happy cities 
into hell. They have tortured children of 
thirteen and fourteen and raped women of 
all ages. The most refi ned tortures, which 
make the worst Nazis look like children, 
have been put into practice with the dia-
bolic cruelty of Batista’s henchmen and 
the criminal knowledge and consent of 
the U.S. government. . . . 

We may fall in the struggle, but we will 
have done our duty by holding aloft til the 
end the principles of José Martí. We are 
the historic link between past generations 
and future generations—of those children 
now fi ve, eight, and ten years old who look 
at us with admiration and who tomorrow 
will pick up the banner of the struggle, a 
banner not just for today or tomorrow, but 
for the future. 

Cuban youth have taken a step forward. 
They have mounted an untamed beast in a 
high-speed race, and it is no longer possible 

Bohemia
A delegation of Cuba’s Federation of University Students meets with President 
Carlos Prío (seated at center) on the day of Fulgencio Batista’s 1952 military coup 
in a fruitless attempt to obtain arms to resist the reactionary takeover.
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to stop it or turn it around. There is thus 
only one outcome possible: either the beast 
is tamed, or it throws us off and tramples us. 
That depends on you, Cuban youth, Latin 
American youth, youth from anywhere in 
the world. If you maintain an indifferent 
silence, you will become accomplices of 
those who today murder us and tomorrow 
will murder you. It does not matter if you 
are North American, Soviet, Chinese, or 
Venezuelan; we are all brothers. Across 
borders, languages, political or religious 
beliefs, we all belong to the great family 
of the world’s youth. We confront the same 
problems, suffer the same consequences, 
and live under the same threats. In face 
of that, arm in arm, with a fi rm footing 
and our heads held high, let us all sing the 
same hymn of hope. Let us aspire to and 
fi ght for peace and future happiness. And 

let us conquer the common good for the 
well-being of all. 

Finally, Martí, whose road we follow, 
told us something that is part of the body 
of ideas we put forward on behalf of 
Cuban youth who await your determined 
support: “Every American of Our America 
is a Cuban. In Cuba we do not fi ght only 
for human freedom, nor for a well-being 
that is impossible under a government of 
conquest and bribes, nor for the exclusive 
well-being of a revered island that inspires 
and strengthens us with its simple name. 
In Cuba we fi ght to assure, with our in-
dependence, the independence of Latin 
America.” 
Freedom or Death
Raúl Castro Ruz 
Commander 
“Frank País” Second Front (northern 
zone) 

Continued from Page 6

Cuba 1958: revolutionary call to youth

Madrid targets 
Basques, N. Africans 

AFP/Thomas Coex
Spanish soldiers on patrol in the Iraqi town of Diwaniya last September. The newly 
elected Spanish government has called for maintaining the imperialist occupation 
force in Iraq, which includes 1,300 Spanish troops, under the UN banner.

Continued from front page
to get a minute’s rest,” he said, referring 
to the armed independence group Basque 
Homeland and Freedom (ETA).

Governments of other imperialist pow-
ers, including France, Germany, the United 
Kingdom, and the United States, have also 
seized on the bomb attacks to rally support 
for the use of their armed forces abroad and 
for attacks on workers rights at home, such 
as increasing the presence of cops and troops 
on trains and at transport hubs.

By March 18, police in Spain had jailed 
11 men they claimed were connected to the 
attacks. They identifi ed three as Moroccans, 
four as “Arabs,” two as Indian, and one each 
as Algerian and Spanish. Five of the men 
“gave testimony” behind closed doors at 
Madrid’s High Court on March 18, Span-
ish authorities said. Using undemocratic 
measures put in place in the name of the 
“war on ETA,” those imprisoned in the case 
can be held for up to four years without a 
formal indictment. 

In the election, the Spanish Socialist 
Workers Party (PSOE) won 164 seats in 
the country’s 350-seat parliament and 
PSOE leader José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero 
became prime minister. The Popular Party 
(PP) of Prime Minister José Maria Aznar 
won 147 seats. Rodríguez Zapatero has said 
he will form a government with the support 
of smaller bourgeois parties. 

The vote came only three days after 
bombs exploded in three Madrid train 
stations, killing more than 200 people and 
wounding at least 1,500 others. Without 
presenting a shred of evidence, government 
leaders and other capitalist politicians, in-
cluding PSOE leaders, immediately laid the 
blame on ETA. 

“The election campaign is over. This is a 
day of mourning for Spanish democracy,” 
said PP candidate Mariano Rajoy. PSOE 
candidate Rodríguez Zapatero also called 
off his scheduled campaign stops, and 
said, “The terrorists should know that any 
government will pursue them until they are 
answerable for this atrocious crime.”

The London Financial Times noted that 
“the only political leader to question ETA’s 
responsibility for the massacre in Madrid 
was Arnaldo Otegi, leader of the outlawed 
[Herri] Batasuna,” which government offi -
cials have claimed is ETA’s political wing. 
Madrid had declared the pro-Basque inde-
pendence party illegal in 2002.

After a videotape was released in which 
a man claiming to speak for al Qaeda at-
tributed the bombing to that group, Aznar 
began hedging his bets, saying no “line of 
investigation would be ruled out.”

Declaring that “March 11 now has its 
place in the history of infamy,” Aznar 
headed up a demonstration of two and a 
half million people in Madrid on March 12 
to condemn “terrorism.” Joining him at the 
rally were Jean-Pierre Raffarin and Silvio 
Berlusconi, the prime ministers of France 
and Italy, respectively, and the president of 
the European Commission. According to the 

Financial Times, more than 7 million people 
joined such events across the country. 

In the wake of the bombings, the social-
democratic PSOE stepped up its pro–Span-
ish imperialist anti-Americanism and won 
the elections. Social-democratic and other 
“left” forces argued that Aznar was to blame 
for aligning the Spanish government with 
the “U.S.” war and occupation of Iraq, pret-
tying up the role of Spanish imperialism in 
the Mideast, central Asia, Morocco, and 
other parts of the world. 

During his election campaign and since 
his electoral victory, Rodríguez Zapatero 
has stated that the 1,400 Spanish troops 
that are part of the occupation of Iraq may 
be withdrawn unless the imperialist forces 
there come under the formal aegis of the 
United Nations.

It was under a UN mandate that Wash-
ington, Paris, Madrid, Berlin, London, and 
other imperialist powers imposed brutal 
economic sanctions against the people of 
Iraq—preparations for last year’s U.S.-Brit-
ish invasion of the country.

Bipartisan ‘antiterror’ drive 
Immediately after his victory, Rodríguez 

Zapatero made it clear that his government 
will step up the Spanish rulers’ offensive 
waged under the banner of the “war on ter-
ror.” He said he would “cooperate with the 
outgoing government to ensure the effec-
tiveness of the fi ght against terrorism” and 
went out of his way to express “full support 
for, and faith in our police and state security 
forces.”

During the campaign Rodríguez Zapatero 
reminded PSOE members in the Basque 
country that he had co-signed with Aznar 
the Pact for Liberties and Against Terrorism, 
drawn up in the wake of the Sept. 11, 2001, 
attacks in the United States.

On March 17 Rodríguez Zapatero told 
reporters that his government’s goal was “to 
fi nish off terrorism, and ETA is not going to 
get a minute’s rest.” 

ETA has repeatedly issued statements 
denying that it was involved in the train 
bombing. After the elections, the ETA 
leadership offered to enter talks with the 
incoming Socialist Party government. 
Rodríguez Zapatero dismissed the offer 
out of hand.

The stance of the social-democratic prime 
minister–elect is consistent with the previ-
ous PSOE government of Prime Minister 
Felipe González, which waged a brutal mili-
tary-police campaign against the national 
aspirations of the Basque people.

In the 1980s, the PSOE government 
waged a “dirty war” against the indepen-
dence movement. Revelations about the kill-
ings of at least 27 independence fi ghters by 
Madrid-backed death squads were a factor 
in the defeat of the government of Felipe 
González in 1996 elections.

The Basque people, an oppressed na-
tionality in Spain, faced decades of brutal 
repression under the fascist dictatorship of 
Gen. Francisco Franco, which was respon-

sible for the deaths of 200,000 
Basques, and the jailing and 
exiling of tens of thousands 
more from the 1930s through 
the mid-1970s. 

Following the end of the 
Franco regime, the Basque 
people fought for and won 
a measure of autonomy, but 
continue to be denied full self-
determination. Nearly 600 
Basque political prisoners are 
still in French or Spanish jails, 
while Madrid still refuses to 
recognize the Basque tongue 
as an offi cial language. 

With the mass political 
organizations of the labor 
movement, including the 
Socialist and Communist 
parties, playing a key role in 
mobilizing anti-Basque sen-
timent, successive Spanish 
governments have branded 
ETA—the principal armed 
formation—as “terrorist,” 
stripping those arrested as 
ETA members of their rights 
in “national tribunals” and 

whipping up massive, reactionary public 
demonstrations to condemn its military 
actions and win backing for the dirty wars 
of Madrid.

Madrid targets N. African immigrants
Alongside the Basques, who number sev-

eral 3 million among a total population of 40 
million in Spain, immigrants from Morocco 
and other North African countries are being 
targeted by the police in the aftermath of 
the bombings.

Millions of workers have made their 
way to Spain from Morocco to work in the 
country’s large agricultural concerns and 
other industries. Most are concentrated in 
Catalonia, Andalusia, and Madrid.

In February 2000, Moroccan and Alge-
rian farm workers in El Ejido, a small An-
dalusian town, led a week-long strike—the 
fi rst action of its kind in Spanish history—in 
response to racist terror attacks. The authori-
ties had looked the other way during two 
days of assaults on shops, houses, and 
mosques, which were segregated from the 
town itself and located near the fi elds. 

The 15,000 immigrants in the town de-
manded new housing for those who had lost 
their homes, compensation for damage, the 
legalization of workers without permits, and 
compliance with their labor agreements. 

Secretary of State Colin Powell was 
among the U.S. officials who declared 
support for Madrid’s actions in its “inves-
tigation” of the bombings. “ETA is still a 
candidate for responsibility,” he said in 
a March 14 interview with Fox News, 
adding, “but now with these new develop-
ments of the arrests of the Moroccans and 
the Indians and the [alleged al Qaeda] tape, 
I know that the Spanish authorities have to 
consider that.”

The U.S. government immediately of-
fered help with the Spanish “investigation.” 
In New York extra surveillance was mounted 
in the subway system. The New Jersey Star 
Ledger reported March 18 that state police 
mobilized the previous day for the extra traf-
fi c going into New York for the St. Patrick’s 
Day parade by deploying “helicopter patrols, 
bomb-dog units and dozens of uniformed 
and plainclothes troopers.”

“Riders might as well get used to the 
sight” of cops patrolling the corridors of 
trains and stations, commented the Star 
Ledger.

U.S. offi cials told their counterparts in 
European Union (EU) governments that 
“security” at U.S. airports would likely 
soon include requirements for all visitors 
to have their fi ngerprints and photographs 
taken. To date, visitors from EU-member 
countries, Japan, New Zealand, and Aus-
tralia have been exempt from such require-
ments, imposed in January on citizens of 
most countries. 

The European imperialist powers also 
moved to take advantage of the Madrid 
bombings in their continuing attempts to 
curtail basic rights. The French government 
announced that it was investigating an orga-
nization called “The servants of Allah the 
Powerful and Wise,” which had allegedly 
sent a threatening letter to Prime Minister 
Jean-Pierre Raffarin. To justify their ongo-
ing crackdown on Muslims, French offi cials 
said they expected to be targets of Islamic 
attacks following the government’s reac-
tionary banning of Muslim head scarves in 
French schools.

The Financial Times reported that the 
German government “could launch a shake-
up of its domestic intelligence activities un-
der proposals by government and opposition 
politicians following the bombing of com-
muter trains in Spain last week.”

Zapatero on Spanish troops in Iraq
The Spanish prime minister–elect gained 

most publicity for his criticism of the U.S. 
and British-led occupation of Iraq. Rodrí-
guez Zapatero said March 17 that he would 
“stick by his decision to pull 1,300 Spanish 
troops out of Iraq unless the United Nations 
takes control of peacekeeping.”

Rodríguez Zapatero set June 30 as a 
deadline for the unspecifi ed increase in UN 
involvement, taking a position that leaves 
considerable room for keeping Spanish 
troops in Iraq.

He argued that “combating terrorism with 
bombs, with operations of shock and awe, 
with Tomahawk missiles, is not the way to 
beat terrorism.” 

Rodríguez Zapatero added, “We’re 
aligning ourselves with [John] Kerry,” the 
Democratic Party challenger to incumbent 
George Bush in the November contest for 
the U.S. presidency. Kerry, however, said 
March 16, “In my judgment the new prime 
minister should not have said he was going 
to pull out of Iraq.”
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by Farrell Dobbs
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and helped pave the way for the 
CIO, recounted by a central leader 
of that battle. The fi rst of a four-
volume series on the class-struggle 
leadership of the strikes and 
organizing drives that transformed 
the Teamsters union in much of the Midwest into a 
fi ghting social movement and pointed the road toward
independent labor political action.   $19.00. 
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Below is an excerpt of a speech by James 
P. Cannon in defense of Nicola Sacco and 
Bartolomeo Vanzetti that appears in Note-
book of an Agitator, one of Pathfi nder’s 
Books of the Month for March. Given at a 
mass meeting in Chicago on May 13, 1927, 
it was fi rst printed in the June 1927 issue of 
the Labor Defender, the magazine of the 
International Labor Defense (ILD). Sacco 
and Vanzetti were Italian-born anarchist 
workers who were framed in 1920 on rob-
bery and murder charges and sentenced to 
the electric chair; they were executed seven 
years later. Their cause became known and 
supported by workers around the world as 
an example of courageous struggle against 
U.S. class injustice.

This selection is taken from the chapter 

titled, “A speech for Sacco and Vanzetti.”
Notebook of an Agitator contains articles 

by Cannon spanning four decades of work-
ing-class battles—defending Industrial 
Workers of the World frame-up victims, 
the 1934 Minneapolis Teamsters strikes, 
battles on the San Francisco waterfront, 
and labor’s fi ght against the McCarthyite 
witch-hunt in the 1950s. 

Cannon, a founding leader of the Commu-
nist Party in the United States, served from 
1925 to 1928 as executive secretary of the 
ILD. The ILD defended working-class mili-
tants from various political tendencies who 
were victimized by the capitalists’ courts 
and cops. It raised money for their defense, 

organized speaking tours, and published the 
monthly magazine Labor Defender. 

In 1938 Cannon was a founding leader of 
the Socialist Workers Party. He served as the 
party’s national secretary from its founding 
until 1953. Copyright © 1958 by Pathfi nder 
Press, reprinted by permission. 

❖

BY JAMES P. CANNON
Everyone today knows why the Bourbons 

of Massachusetts arrested, imprisoned and 
tried Sacco and Vanzetti. Had they not 
been scrupulously loyal to the cause of the 
working class, they would not now be faced 
with the grim march to the death chair. Had 
they remained silent while their brothers and 
comrades around them suffered persecution 
and oppression, had they not made the ideal 
of the liberation of the working class their 
own ideal, there would not today be a Sacco-
Vanzetti case. Had they, in court, begged 
for mercy and renounced their cause and 
their past, they would have been freed to 
achieve obloquy. 

But they did none of this. Despite the 
hundreds of interminable nights and days 
of imprisonment, with the ghastly thought 
of execution constantly in their minds, they 
have remained as simply true to the work-

ers’ cause as they were before this infamous 
frame-up was conceived in the minds of the 
Massachusetts reaction. Yes, their persecu-
tion has even steeled their convictions, and 
has already bound them inseparably with the 
history of the American labor movement.  

After seven years they came to court for 
sentence. I wish every worker in America 
could read the speech that Vanzetti made 
there. After seven years of torture, with the 
death sentence hanging over him, this man 
stood up in court, not as one guilty, not as 
one afraid. He turned to the judge on the 
bench and said to him: 

“You are the one that is afraid. You are 
the one that is shrinking with fear, because 
you are the one that is guilty of attempt to 
murder.” 

Vanzetti called his witnesses there, and 
not merely legal witnesses. He marshaled 
before Judge Thayer’s attention the thou-
sands who have decided to hold mass meet-
ings such as ours; and public men of our 
period like Anatole France, Maxim Gorki, 
Bernard Shaw, Henri Barbusse, Albert Ein-
stein. He pointed to the many millions who 
have protested against the frame-up. 

He turned to Eugene Victor Debs and 
other men in America. Let us not forget 
that we should measure guilt and in-
nocence not by formal evidence in court 

alone, but by higher values than that. Let 
us not forget that the last thing that Eugene 
Debs wrote publicly was an appeal to the 
workers of America for Sacco and Vanzetti, 
an appeal whose stirring language aroused 
with renewed vigor the protest of hundreds 
of thousands in this country, and brought 
again the million-voiced demand for life and 
freedom for these two valiant fi ghters, and 
condemnation of their persecutors. 

It is hard to speak with restraint. I, like 
Comrade Chaplin, also had the honor of 
talking with Vanzetti. Everyone that has 
seen and talked with him comes away with 
the feeling that he has stood in the presence 
of one of the greatest spirits of our time. 

It is hard to speak with restraint when one 
is pressed by the thought that the vengeful 
executioners of Massachusetts are consum-
mating their hideous plan to press the switch 
that will forever remove from our ranks the 
persons of these two men who we feel are 
so much a part of labor and its cause. Our 
impassioned determination to mobilize all 
of our strength and power to rescue Sacco 
and Vanzetti from their blood-lusting jailers 
must be communicated throughout the land, 
if we are to save them from the fate that has 
been prepared for them. 

While I agree with the statements of 
Fitzpatrick that our meeting should disso-
ciate itself from irresponsible people, let us 
not forget the year 1915 when Joe Hill was 
killed in Utah. We must remember that when 
the wave of working-class protest began to 
rise in protection of Joe Hill, gangs of detec-
tives began to fake threatening letters. After 
the heart of Joe Hill had been pierced by the 
bullets of the death squad, it was exposed 
that frame-up letters had been used. This 
must be a lesson for us and for those who 
are the friends of Sacco and Vanzetti. 

There is no need to threaten the gover-
nor or anyone else because the protection 
of Sacco and Vanzetti is far stronger than 
any personal act. The protection of Sacco 
and Vanzetti is the job of the working class 
of the world, which is knocking on the door, 
not with the hands of irresponsible individu-
als, but with the titanic fi st of the workers of 
the wide world, because they believe in the 
innocence of Sacco and Vanzetti. We say to 
you, our friends and our chairman, before 
they turn on the switch, that the real aim is 
not only to burn Sacco and Vanzetti in the 
electric chair but to burn the labor move-
ment in America. 

BOOKS OF 
THE MONTH Twenty thousand workers rally in New York’s Union Square for Sacco and Vanzetti. 

They adopted a resolution demanding life and freedom for the working-class militants.

 BOOKS 
OF THE MONTH

  March 
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Feminism and the Marxist 
Movement
By Mary-Alice 
Waters
How winning the 
liberation of women 
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to the struggle of 
the working class. 
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Polemics in Marxist 
Philosophy
By George Novack, 
Defends scientifi c socialism—fi rst ad-
vanced by Karl Marx and Frederick Engels. 
$20.00 Special price: $15.50

Notebook of an Agitator
By James P. Cannon
Articles spanning four 
decades of working-
class battles—de-
fending frame-up 
victims Sacco and 
Vanzetti; 1934 Min-
neapolis Teamsters 
strikes;  labor’s fi ght 
against McCarthyite 
witch-hunt and much 
more. $21.95 Special price: $16.50

Portraits, Political and 
Personal
By Leon Trotsky
Literary and biographical sketches.
$21.95 Special price: $16.50
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SPE CIALS

25% 
DISCOUNT
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25 AND 50 YEARS AGO

April 6, 1979
CHICAGO—Andrew Pulley, Black 

steelworker and socialist candidate, 
versus Patrick Buchanan, right-wing 
Washington columnist and former Nixon 
speechwriter.

That’s what millions of viewers saw 
March 28 on the ABC national network 
news and talk show, “Good Morning 
America.”

The two debated the Weber case and 
affi rmative action. To Buchanan’s claim 
that quotas violate civil rights laws by 
“favoring” one race over another, Pulley 
replied with the facts of discrimination at 
Kaiser Aluminum, where Brian Weber is 
trying to overturn an affi rmative action job 
training program.

“We need these quotas to force corpora-
tions to hire Blacks, latinos, and women,” 
Pulley explained. “With Black unemploy-
ment twice that for whites, with three or 
four times the unemployment rate for Black 
youth, Blacks are still suffering from dis-
crimination, from the vestiges of slavery 
and segregation.”

Pointing out how affirmative action 
strengthens and unifi es the labor move-
ment, Pulley said that “a victory for Weber 
will set the whole union movement back 
and hurt all working people.”

On March 24 Pulley spoke to 120 mem-
bers of the American Postal Workers Union 
about the need for the unions to build a 
labor party. 

The postal workers were attending a 
three-day conference sponsored by the 
O’Hare Midway APWU local on the 
topic, “From Fraternity to Fighter: Seek-
ing Allies.”

Joining Pulley on the platform at the 
Saturday evening session were Lorenzo 
Stephens, APWU director for human rela-
tions, and Moe Biller, a leader of the 1970 
postal strike in the New York area.

Pulley pointed to workers’ growing re-
sistance to the attacks on their rights and 

living standards: from the shipyard work-
ers’ strike in Newport News, Virginia, to 
last year’s heroic 110-day coal strike.

April 5, 1954

NEW YORK—Civil strife has gripped 
and paralyzed this major port. Some 20,000 
dock strikers face an unholy combination 
of shipowners, Republican and Democratic 
political machines, and a segment of the 
AFL led by Paul Hall and David Beck, 
heads of the Seaman’s and Teamster 
unions.

The strikers’ union leaders are under 
indictment for defying an anti-labor in-
junction. Their strike is called a “criminal 
conspiracy” by Governor Dewey who, with 
Washington’s approval, promises that the 
government will “use every weapon at its 
command to break the strike.” Strikebreak-
ers are herded onto the docks by the AFL 
leaders and the police are mobilized to 
intimidate and smash the strikers’ resis-
tance. Mayor Wagner, elected last fall as 
“labor’s friend,” has left town for a vacation 
in Bermuda.

The 27-day-old strike was initiated by 
the ranks of the independent International 
Longshoremen’s Association, but has now 
received ILA Council sanction. At issue 
in this waterfront war is the right of the 
dockers to a union of their own choice 
free from coercion and regimentation or-
ganized by the State in collusion with the 
AFL leaders. 

The present waterfront crisis was pre-
cipitated by the intervention of the AFL 
leaders, who are seeking to supplant the 
ILA. The AFL expelled the ILA with the 
pious declaration that the ILA had failed 
to “clean its house.” The potentially greatly 
lucrative prize was then turned over to an 
AFL committee dominated by Hall and 
Beck, well-known as aggressive expan-
sionists interested primarily in increasing 
their own power and prestige.

BY MACEO DIXON
AND FRED WHITE

ATLANTA— Among the 2 million 
workers and farmers  incarcerated in fed-
eral, state, and local prisons throughout the 
United States, there are many who question 
the capitalist “justice” system that put them 
behind bars. Repelled by the class inequali-
ties, instability, racism, women’s oppres-
sion, cop violence, and wars endemic to 
capitalism, they seek answers, including 
in revolutionary books. 

During the last year volunteers in 
Pathfi nder’s book warehouse here have pro-
cessed several hundred prisoner requests 
from every corner of the country for the 
New York–based publisher’s annual print 
catalog. Workers and farmers behind bars 
are using the catalog to order an increasing 
number of Pathfi nder titles. 

In letters accompanying their orders 
and requests, the prisoners contacting 
Pathfi nder have indicated a deep interest 
in socialist ideas. The writings of Karl 
Marx and Frederick Engels, the founders 
of the modern communist movement, are 
among the heaviest in demand, along with 
those by Vladimir Lenin, the central leader 
of the Russian Revolution. Also popular are 
books that tell the truth about the revolu-
tion in Cuba, including the speeches and 
writings of Fidel Castro and Che Guevara. 
The speeches of Malcolm X are also in 
demand. 

An increasing number of prisoners also 
express interest in books and pamphlets 
about the U.S. labor movement and broader 
working-class politics in this country, in-
cluding the fi ght for women’s liberation. 
Some have ordered issues of New Interna-
tional, the magazine of Marxist politics and 
theory that Pathfi nder distributes. 

In at least one prison volunteers know 
of, inmates have organized a study group 
centered on Pathfi nder titles. 

An e-mail message arrived from another 
prison ordering a catalog, and explaining 
with regret that a lack of funds prevented 
the prison library from ordering any 
books. 

These are some of the comments Path-
fi nder has received:

An inmate writes from a prison in Texas, 
“I have started submitting requests to the 
prison library that they supply us with your 
books.” He includes his “most sincere revo-
lutionary greetings to Pathfi nder Press and 
all the comrades who have made it possible 
for inmates like myself to be armed with 
the truth.” On three occasions during the 
last year this prisoner has ordered a total of 
$200 worth of books and pamphlets from 
Pathfi nder.

A Florida inmate told us, “I’m writing 
from inside the gates. I’m on a quest for 
knowledge and was told your Book Palace 
was a good place to start.” 

A number of prisoners have contacted 
Pathfi nder after hearing about its stock of 
titles from fellow working people in prison. 
“I’ve been hearing about the books that you 
sell and I would very much like to order 
some of them,” wrote one man from Il-
linois. A prisoner in Virginia reported, 
“I learned of your company through an 
individual I was conversing with.” 

From California, one man wrote, “I ac-
quired your address from a friend. From 
what he told me…I am very interested in 
the types of books you offer.” Similarly, a 
North Carolina prisoner said, “A comrade 
of mine let me view your catalog…and 
I’m very interested in purchasing some 
books.” 

To help these fellow working people 
get “armed with the truth,” as the reader 
in Texas put it, Pathfi nder offers prisoners 
a 50 percent discount on the cover price for 
all books and pamphlets. There is a fl at fee 
of $2.50 for shipping and handling each 
order of one or more titles. Prisoners who 
request a catalog receive it free of charge.

The mailing address for all catalog re-
quests, correspondence, and book orders is: 
Pathfi nder Press, P.O. Box 162767, Atlanta, 
GA 30321. Correspondents are asked to in-
clude any necessary forms and let us know 
of any restrictions or guidelines that have 
to be observed in getting a shipment to a 
prisoner at each particular prison. 

Maceo Dixon and Fred White are volun-
teers at the Pathfi nder distribution ware-
house in Atlanta.

Throughout the history of 
working-class and anti-imperial-
ist struggles, workers and farmers 
have made use of time behind bars 
to study the lessons of history and 
to gain a deeper understanding of 
science and culture.

Such experiences are recorded in 
several Pathfi nder 
books. One exam-
ple is The Struggle 
is My Life by 
Nelson Mandela, 
the central leader 
of the struggle 
against the brutal 
apartheid system 
in South Africa. 
In one section, 
an interview with 
S.R. “Mac” Ma-
haraj, his fellow 
prisoner and leader 
of the African Na-
tional Congress, 
provides details of 
Mandela’s 27-year 
imprisonment for 
his revolutionary activities.

In the 1978 interview, Maharaj 
noted that the quality of the books 
available to prisoners was “a major 
problem. They are subject to cen-
sorship and the result is that you 
have the peculiar situation where, 
though [the authorities] say they 
would like to censor books which 
deal with sex and crime, these are 

Constant struggle to get ‘quality books’ 
into prisons of apartheid South Africa

Pittsburgh janitors protest fi rings 
after union-organizing victory

Militant/Marty Ressler
PITTSBURGH—“Who are we? Local 3!” chanted 250 members of Service 
Employees International Union (SEIU) Local 3 and their supporters as they 
rallied March 12 outside the Centre City Tower. The unionists demanded the 
reinstatement of 19 janitors who lost their jobs after joining the union when 
their employer, Building Services, was dumped by Independence Management 
Company. Some 750 janitors scored a victory over the bosses last year, forcing 
them to recognize the SEIU and sign a contract in October. The unionists at the 
rally explained that they are demanding more affordable health care. They ended 
the action by symbolically placing garbage bags in front of the building.

—MARTY RESSLER

Working people 
in prison seek out 
Pathfinder books

in fact the books that are available on a 
wide scale. But serious books, ones that 
we are interested in—history, econom-
ics, the geography of the world, social 
questions, social developments—these 
are very scarce.” 

Maharaj adds, “Good novels are very 
scarce.” 

Mandela and other leaders of the 
ANC organized classes for members 
in prison to read, study, and gather 
information about the outside world to 
further arm themselves for participation 
in the ongoing anti-apartheid struggle. 
This entailed a constant struggle to get 
reading materials into the jails.

—M.D., FW

African National Congress of South Africa leaders Nelson 
Mandela (left) and Walter Sisulu in prison yard, 1966.
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1957 Miami Pact was bourgeois, not reformist

Resisting the 
military boot of 
Israeli regime

EDITORIAL

In response to Spanish and U.S. 
imperialist ‘antiterror’ offensive

BY SAM MANUEL
An excerpt from the new Pathfi nder book Aldabonazo: 

Inside the Cuban Revolutionary Underground 1952-58 in 
the March 15 issue of the Militant carried the headline: 
“Cuba 1957: Castro defends revolutionary course, rejects 
reformist ‘Miami pact.’” The headline is incorrect. It 
should have read, “rejects bourgeois ‘Miami Pact.”

In the communist movement “reformist” refers to forces 
within the workers movement that follow a course of class 
collaboration with the capitalist class. They advocate a 
strategy of political and economic reforms to modify 
capitalism—counterposed to a course of deepening the 
political education, mobilization, and independent organi-
zation of working people and their allies to take political 
power into their own hands and overturn capitalist rule. 
The forces in Cuba that issued the Miami Pact were not 
part of the workers movement—they were bourgeois.

Aldabonazo, by Armando Hart, one of the historic lead-
ers of the Cuban Revolution, is an account of the struggle 
to overthrow the U.S.-backed Batista dictatorship led by 
the July 26 Movement and the Rebel Army, headed by 
Fidel Castro. It recounts the events from the perspective 
of revolutionary cadres organizing in the cities. Hart was 
a central organizer of the urban underground.

The excerpt of the book reprinted in the March 15 Mili-
tant was taken from a document entitled, “Manifesto to 
the nation: Response to the Miami Pact,” which appears 
in chapter seven. It is a repudiation, drafted by Fidel Cas-
tro, of the 1957 Miami Pact and of the political course of 
the forces that issued it, the so-called Cuban Liberation 
Council. Presented as a call for unity among the antidic-
tatorship forces, it was drafted without the knowledge or 

Continued from front page
well-deserved hatred of millions around the world.

Today, seeking to advance the interests of Spanish 
fi nance capital, Madrid has deployed “peacekeeping” 
troops in Iraq, Afghanistan, Kosova, Bosnia, and Dji-
bouti as part of the imperialist occupation forces in 
those countries—under the banner of the United Nations, 
NATO, “the coalition of the willing,” or any combination 
of the above. This is on top of the longstanding Spanish 
colonial enclaves in Morocco, Ceuta and Melilla.

The call by the new social-democratic prime minister 
of Spain to put the thousands of foreign troops in Iraq 
under United Nations control instead of direct U.S. ad-
ministration would change nothing about the character of 
the occupation. The Iraqi people already have abundant 
experience with the corruption and brutality of the UN 
in maintaining murderous economic sanctions against 
them for a decade, systematically laying the basis for 
the U.S.-led invasion last year. And working people 
from Korea to the Congo and beyond can testify to the 
true face of imperialist occupation carried out under the 
“command” of the blue helmets.

The pro-Spanish imperialist anti-Americanism pro-
moted by the new social-democratic government, far 
from being “antiwar,” is a deadly prowar poison for 
working people. It is being used to politically hitch 
workers, farmers, and youth in Spain to the interests of 
their exploiters. 

The notion that support to one or another of the world’s 
imperialist ruling classes, or to any wing of them, will 
somehow improve the position of working people—that 
it will provide immunity from the deepening and inescap-
able class battles that are accelerating—is an illusion. It 
is an illusion that damages the cause of the labor move-
ment, national liberation struggles, defense of the Cuban 
Revolution, and all other battles for social justice.

Whether aligned with the wolves in Washington or 
the hyenas in Berlin, Paris, Rome, and Madrid, every 
imperialist power will continue to be driven toward 
wars of plunder and intensifi ed exploitation by the 
desperate need to increase profi t rates and edge out 
competitors—driven, that is, by the very workings of 
the capitalist system itself.

All the confl icts generated by imperialism’s march 
toward depression and war are sharpening today. From 
NATO’s escalating intervention in Kosova, to the U.S. 
and Pakistani offensive on the border with Afghanistan, 
to the U.S. military preparations for action against Ven-
ezuela—the pattern is evident. 

At the same time, the capitalist rulers in the United 
States, Canada, France, Spain, the United Kingdom, and 
elsewhere are using the “global war on terrorism” as a 
pretext to step up their assault on the livelihoods and 
political rights of workers and farmers. In targeting the 
Basque struggle for self-determination and North Afri-
can immigrants, the Spanish state has denied defendants 
the right to due process, curtailed freedom of assembly, 
and trampled on other basic rights.

Regardless of who organized the train bombings 

that killed more than 200 defenseless men, women, 
and children in Madrid—an action no class-conscious 
worker can support—one thing is certain: there will be 
no peace so long as the economic, social, and political 
world created by imperialism continues to exist. From 
the March 11 attacks in Madrid, to the U.S.-led invasion 
and occupation of Iraq, it is working people who will go 
to the wall every time.

On Sept. 11, 2001, in a statement I issued as the So-
cialist Workers Party candidate for mayor of New York, 
our campaign explained, “By its systematic superexploi-
tation of the peoples of Asia, Africa, and Latin America; 
by its never-ending insults to their national and cultural 
dignity; by its ceaseless murderous violence in countless 
forms—U.S. imperialism is turning North America into 
a death trap for working people and all who live here.”

That statement remains true today. It remains true 
for every imperialist state. Through the horrors it has 
infl icted on working people and the oppressed around 
the world, imperialism has sowed the wind and it will 
reap the whirlwind. And the toilers will be the ones to 
suffer horribly.

Wars of conquest, economic dislocation and ruin, and 
assaults on human dignity will continue—until working 
people take power out of the hands of the capitalist ruling 
classes and establish their own rule, workers and farm-
ers governments, everywhere. Among the fi rst measures 
such a government in Spain would take today would be to 
grant the Basques and other oppressed peoples the right 
to self-determination. It would bring all the troops home 
immediately and withdraw from imperialist alliances 
such as NATO and the European Union.

There is much talk in bourgeois circles about “old 
Europe” and “new Europe,” referring to tactical rifts 
and growing economic and fi nancial confl icts among 
the rival imperialist powers. 

There is a “new Europe” being born, but it is not 
among the capitalist rulers of the continent. “New 
Europe” is being prepared by our class cousins—the 
working people of Europe and their allies. Those stand-
ing up and fi ghting the offensive of the bosses and their 
governments: from North African farm workers protest-
ing racist attacks in Spain, to dairy farmers in Scotland 
demanding a living income, to Irish republicans fi ghting 
for an end to British rule, to workers and students resist-
ing the assault on government health benefi ts, pensions, 
education, and other facets of the social wage they have 
won through past class battles.

Working people in the United States must demand 
that all imperialist troops be withdrawn now from Iraq, 
Afghanistan, Korea, Haiti, Guantánamo, the Balkans, 
and wherever else they may be. We must protest moves—
from Washington to Madrid—to curb the political rights 
of working people and oppressed nationalities.

And we must stand alongside our class brothers and 
sisters and their allies in Europe and the world over. 
Because a new America is also being born—the America 
of workers and farmers who are in the front ranks of 
resistance to the employers’ assaults here at home.

cept this repression wall confi scating 58 percent of our 
lands? 

“This Berlin wall is destroying all of our best agri-
cultural land and our water aquifers,” said Arafat. “They 
have taken 82 percent of our water and are now selling us 
back 18 percent of it. The second-biggest water aquifer in 
the region runs under Qalqilya and now they are cut off 
from it by the wall and we have to buy water and deliver 
it there in trucks.” 

Arafat spoke of the agreements that the Israeli govern-
ment has broken over the last decade, beginning with 
the 1993 Oslo Accords. He encouraged the delegation 
to visit the city of Nablus, where the Israeli army has 
destroyed and damaged some of the oldest structures 
in the region. 

“When the Afghan government destroyed the Bud-
dhist temples, do you remember the reaction, the horror 
the Americans expressed?” he asked. “Here they have 
destroyed the old city of Nablus, the St. Mary’s Temple 
in Bethlehem, and not one voice.” 

The only entrance to Nablus is a heavily fortifi ed 
army checkpoint. Arriving there March 9, the delegates 
were told to stand aside and wait until the commander 
approved our entry. 

A line of Palestinians waited to get through. A soldier 
resting a U.S.-made M-16 on a cement block motioned 
for the next in line to show their ID. He trained his 
weapon on everyone who approached until they were 
standing inches away from the barrel. With the gun still 
pointed at their chest he asked each a series of questions. 
We watched as several were turned away after the soldier 
declared that their identifi cation didn’t pass muster. A 
few minutes later, an offi cer arrived and informed the 
delegation that they could not enter the city. 

The delegation had visited the Jenin refugee camp 
the previous day. A three-block-wide area, once home 
to more than 2,000 people, was reduced to rubble by 
Israeli army bulldozers during a raid there in April 2002. 
The destruction was Tel Aviv’s response to the camp 
residents’ resistance in the face of the Israeli incursion. 
Fighters in Jenin had held the Israeli army at bay for 15 
days and 23 Israeli soldiers died taking the camp. The 
army killed 59 Palestinians, the majority of them civil-
ians, in the assault.

The camp is now being rebuilt. A resident of the 
camp told us that most of those left homeless from the 
destruction refused a PA offer to be relocated in homes 
on the West Bank. They refused to give up their refugee 
status, determined to return to the land that was taken 
in 1948. 

According to United Nations statistics, some 1.5 
million Palestinians live in the refugee camps in the 
occupied territories, and 2.5 million more live in camps 
in Syria, Jordan, and Lebanon. The right of return to 
their historic land is a central demand in the Palestinian 
struggle. Because of this, the camps remain a special 
target of the Israeli occupiers. 

Returning to Ramallah, the delegates spent much of 
the last full day visiting the Jalazon refugee camp and 
meeting with students at Bir Zeit University. The fol-
lowing day, after a wrap-up discussion of the trip with 
GUPS president Ibrahim Khraishi, we crossed through 
the military checkpoint and headed for Tel Aviv.

Continued from Page 12

Militant/Paul Pederson
Solidarity mission sponsored by World Federation of 
Democratic Youth visits Palestinian Authority offi ces 
in Ramallah where Yasir Arafat has been confi ned for 
nearly three years. Every building in the compound ex-
cept one has been totally destroyed by Israeli army.

participation of the July 26 Movement in Cuba.
The Cuban Liberation Council was dominated by bour-

geois opponents of Batista living in the United States. One 
of the main capitalist parties that signed the pact was the 
Authentic Party, which had held the presidency in Cuba 
from 1944 until the government of President Carlos Prío 
was overthrown by Batista in a military coup in March 
1952.

Showing that the class it represented feared a popular 
armed mobilization more than a military dictatorship, 
Prío’s government had vacated offi ce without a fi ght, re-
fusing to distribute weapons to students and others who 
were demanding them in order to resist the coup. 

Under the guise of unity, the Miami Pact sought to 
reestablish the old political order in Cuba based on the 
Authentic Party and other bourgeois forces. In his reply 
Castro exposed, point by point, the political cowardice 
and subservience of the document’s authors toward the 
dictatorship’s backers in Washington. Among other things, 
they failed to explicitly reject all foreign intervention in 
Cuba’s internal affairs. “Are we such cowards that we 
won’t even demand no intervention on the side of Ba-
tista?” Castro asked. The bourgeois leaders also did not 
explicitly reject replacement of the dictatorship with a 
military junta as a “provisional government”—an action 
Batista would gladly concede, as Castro explained, “as 
the best way to guarantee a transition that does the least 
damage to his interests and those of his cronies.” 

“What is important for the revolution,” Castro empha-
sized, “is not unity in itself, but the principles on which 
it is based, how it is achieved, and the patriotic intentions 
motivating it.”
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LETTERS

National oppression and Spanish Civil War

The letters column is an open forum  
for all viewpoints on sub jects of interest 
to working peo ple.

Please keep your letters brief. Where 
necessary they will be abridged. Please 
indicate if you pre fer that your  initials 
be used rath er than your full name.

Aristide’s removal
Your coverage on Haiti in the March 22 

issue takes an off-base stand downplay-
ing the nature of Aristide’s removal from 
power and even provides some gratuitous 
and unwarranted credibility to the “lying 
with truth” of a U.S. embassy stooge, Luis 
Moreno. 

Contrary to your editorial, Aristide’s 
abduction to the Central African Republic 
by the U.S. government is emphatically the 
issue—the ultimate evidence that this was a 
U.S.-controlled coup, and who, U.S. or Guy 
Philippe, began the revolt is not the issue.

Your editorial expends its energy (at great 
length) pointing out that Aristide was just a 
capitalist fi gurehead and squanders an op-
portunity to come down four-square on the 
side of democratic rights and rule of law.

In “Socialism and Democracy” [a 1957 
speech], James P. Cannon says, “We so-
cialists…have all the more reason to value 
every democratic provision for the protec-
tion of human rights and human dignity; 
to fi ght for more democracy, not less…. 
The Marxists…have always valued and 
defended bourgeois democratic rights, 
restricted as they were; and have utilized 
them for the education and organization of 
the workers.”

Aristide, pathetic fi gure that he is, is still 
the fi gurehead of democracy in Haiti, and 
his and Haiti’s democratic rights deserve 
defending. When Aristide says he was 
abducted, one can reasonably take him at 
his word. The actual facts of his removal 
and supposed resignation are out there, and 
you should report them and support them. 
Save your distance-taking from Aristide for 
another article.
Russell Dupree
Freeport, Maine

[Editor’s note: The March 22 Militant 
editorial incorrectly downplayed the im-
portance of the fact that the elected presi-
dent of Haiti was forced out of the country 
and sent to the Central African Republic by 
U.S. armed forces. The reader is right in 
pointing that out. The coverage in the last 
two issues of the Militant has corrected that 
error (see front-page article).]

BY NANCY ROSENSTOCK
NEWARK, New Jersey— “An outrage, 

that is what I have to say in response to the 
judge’s ruling,” said Nina Paulino from the 
Justice Committee for Santiago Villanueva 
at a March 13 protest in downtown Newark  
against the dismissal of charges against four 
Bloomfi eld, New Jersey, cops in the killing 
of Santiago Villanueva. “Once again, it has 
been proven how racist the system is,” she 
added. 

On March 5 Newark Superior Court 
Judge Paul Vichness threw out the indict-
ments against the four cops who had been 

charged in April 2003 with 
reckless manslaughter in the 
death of the garment worker. 

Villanueva, who was born 
in the Dominican Republic, 
was attacked by cops April 16, 
2002, after suffering an epilep-
tic seizure while working at the 
Quick Cut factory in Bloom-
fi eld. According to co-workers 
and the factory owner, the four 
cops, insisting that Villanueva 
was on drugs, threw him face 
down to the fl oor, handcuffed 
him, and jammed their knees 
into his head, neck and back. 

The cops kept Villanueva 
in handcuffs as they put him 
in the ambulance. Within half 
an hour of the incident, he was 
pronounced dead at Newark’s 
nearby Columbus Hospital. 
The regional medical exam-
iner’s offi ce reported bruising 
on his neck and shoulder and 
determined that mechanical 
asphyxia—physical pressure 
stopping breathing—was the 
cause of death. The death was 
termed a homicide. 

Judge Vichness dismissed 

the indictments on the grounds that no one 
had been able to say which cop had his knee 
on Villanueva’s neck. “It would be improper 
for me to require them to stand trial when 
there is no evidence of what they did,” he 
said. 

“It is highly unusual that a judge would 
dismiss an indictment, that a judge would 
usurp 26 people [the grand jury] who 
found probable cause for an indictment,” 
said Susan Karten, an attorney represent-

ing Villanueva’s family. 
Villanueva, 35, was known by many in 

his New York neighborhood of Washington 
Heights as a musician and volunteer teacher 
of Dominican folk dancing. A number of 
protests have been organized since his 
death.  Like the most recent protest, many 
have involved families of other victims of 
police brutality, including Iris Baez, whose 
son Anthony was murdered by New York 
City cops in the mid-1990s.

New Jersey protesters condemn dismissal of 
charges against cops in Villanueva killing

Reprinted below is an excerpt from Revo-
lution and Counter-Revolution in Spain by 
Felix Morrow. It tells the story of the Span-
ish revolution of the 1930s: the fall of the 
monarchy and rise of a republic in 1931, the 
revolutionary upsurge by workers and farm-
ers that challenged the rule of the wealthy 
landlord and capitalist classes in Spain, the 
role of the Popular Front coalition govern-
ment—made up of the Socialist and Com-
munist parties and bourgeois parties—and 
the civil war, which ended with the defeat 
of the republican forces and the establish-
ment of a fascist regime under Francisco 
Franco in 1939.

Two key political issues facing the Span-
ish revolution were the colonial question and 
the national question. Spain was the colonial 
oppressor in what is now Morocco and the 
Western Sahara in North Africa. Inside 
Spain, the Basque and Catalán peoples as-
pired to the right to national self-determina-
tion—struggles that continue today.

These two struggles for national libera-
tion remain central to the class struggle in 
Spain, as can be seen in the current step-
up of the Spanish government’s offensive 
against the Basque and North African peo-
ples. While Morocco won its independence 
and the Western Sahara is now occupied by 
the Moroccan regime, Spain remains an 
imperialist power, with colonial enclaves 
along Morocco’s coast. Growing numbers 
of workers from Morocco and other North 
African countries have immigrated to Spain, 
becoming part of the working class there.

Copyright © 1974 by Pathfi nder Press, 
reprinted by permission. 
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BY FELIX MORROW
The “feudal” monarchy had not only been 

modern enough to foster the rise, develop-
ment and decline of bourgeois industry and 
fi nance. It was ultra-modern enough to em-
bark on seizure and exploitation of colonies 
in the most contemporary manner of fi nance 
capitalism. The “national renascence” 
included the conquest and subjugation of 
Morocco (1912–1926). In the disaster of 
Anual (1921) alone,1 ten thousand workers 
and peasants, serving under two-year com-
pulsory military service, were destroyed. 
Seven hundred million pesetas a year was 
the cost of the Moroccan campaign after the 
World War. Riots when recruits and reserves 
were called up and mutinies at embarkation 
preceded [Gen. Miguel Primo de] Rivera’s 
coup [in 1923]. An alliance with French im-
perialism (1925) led to a decisive victory 
over the Moroccan people the next year. A 
murderously cruel colonial administration 
proceeded to exploit the Moroccan peasants 
and tribesmen for the benefi t of government 
and a few capitalists.  

The republican-socialist coalition took 
over the Spanish colonies in Morocco and 
ruled them, as had the monarchy, through 
the Foreign Legion and native mercenaries. 
The socialists argued that when conditions 
justifi ed they would extend democracy to 
Morocco and would permit it to participate 
in the benefi ts of a progressive regime.

[Russian communist leader Leon] 
Trotsky and his adherents termed the so-

cialist position an act of treachery against 
an oppressed people. But for the safety of 
the Spanish masses, too, Morocco must be 
set free. The peculiarly vicious legionnaires 
and mercenaries bred there would be the 
fi rst force to be used by a reactionary coup, 
and Morocco itself as a military base for 
the reaction. Withdrawal of all troops and 
independence for Morocco were immediate 
demands for which the workers themselves 
must fi ght, and incite the Moroccan people 
to achieve. The liberty of the Spanish masses 
would be imperiled unless the colonies were 
freed.

Similar to the colonial question was the 
issue of national liberation of the Catalan 
and Basque peoples. The strong petty-
bourgeois Catalan Esquerra (Left) Party 
derived its chief following from among 
the militant sharecroppers who should be 
the allies of the revolutionary workers, but 
who succumb to the nationalist program 
of the petty-bourgeoisie, the latter thereby 
fi nding a support in the peasantry against 
the de-nationalizing role of big capital and 
the Spanish state bureaucracy. In the Basque 
provinces the national question in 1931 led 
to even more serious consequences; the 
nationalist movement there was clerical-
conservative in control and returned a 
bloc of the most reactionary deputies in 
the Constituent Cortes. Since the Basque 
and Catalonian provinces are also the chief 
industrial regions, this was a decisive ques-
tion to the future of the labor movement: 
how free these workers and peasants from 
the control of alien classes?

The model for the solution was given by 
the Russian Bolsheviks, who inscribed in 
their program the slogan of national lib-
eration and carried it out after the October 
revolution. The broadest autonomy for the 
national regions is perfectly compatible with 
economic unity; the masses have nothing 
to fear from such a measure, which in a 
workers’ republic will enable economy and 
culture to fl ourish freely.

Any other position than support of nation-
al liberation becomes, directly or indirectly, 
support for the maximum bureaucratic cen-
tralisation of Spain demanded by the ruling 
class, and will be recognized as such by the 
oppressed nationalities. 

Catalonian nationalism had grown under 
the oppression of the Rivera dictatorship. 
Hence, a day before the republic was 
proclaimed in Madrid, the Catalans had 
already seized the government buildings 
and declared an independent Catalonian 
republic. A deputation of republican and 
socialist leaders rushed to Barcelona, and 
combined promises of an autonomy statute 
with dire threats of suppression; the fi nal 
settlement provided a much-restricted au-
tonomy which left the Catalan politicians 
with grievances they could display with 
profi table results in the way of maintain-
ing their following among the workers and 
peasants. On the pretext that the Basque 
nationalist movement was reactionary, 
the republican-socialist coalition delayed 
a settlement of the question and thereby 
gave the Basque clericals, threatened by 
the proletarianization of the region, a new 
hold on the masses. In the name of getting 
away from regional prejudices, the socialists 

identifi ed themselves with the outlook of 
Spanish bourgeois-imperialism.

Thus, in all fi elds, the bourgeois republic 
proved absolutely incapable of undertaking 
the “bourgeois-democratic” tasks of the 
Spanish revolution. That meant that the 
republic could have no stability; it could 
be only a transition stage, and a short one. 
Its place would be taken either by military, 
fascist, or monarchical reaction—or by a 
real social revolution which would give the 
workers power to build a socialist society. 
The struggle against reaction and for social-
ism was a single task, and on the order of 
the day.  

1In the 1921 battle at Anual, during the Rif 
rebellion (see photo caption), a Spanish army 
of 20,000 led by Gen. Fernández Silvestre was 
defeated by forces led by Abd-el-Krim fi ghting 
for independence from Spanish colonial rule in 
northern Morocco. Some 12,000 Spanish sol-
diers died in the battle. 

Inset, Abd-el-Krim, leader of Rif rebellion 
(1919–26), a war for independence from Spanish 
colonial rule over Melilla, a section of northern 
Morocco that remains in Spanish hands today. 
250,000 French and Spanish troops eventually 
put down rebel army of 15,000 Berbers, pic-
tured above. Over 31,000 French and Spanish 
soldiers died in the process. 

Further Reading on the Spanish Revolution

Revolution and Counter-
Revolution in Spain
by Felix Morrow A contemporary 
account of the revolution and 
civil war in Spain in the 1930s in 
which the proletariat, betrayed by 
its Stalinist, social democratic, 
and anarchist leaderships, went 
down to defeat under the blows 
of an armed fascist movement. $19.95

The Spanish Revolution 
(1931–39)
Leon Trotsky analyzes the revo-
lutionary upsurge on the land 
and in the factories leading to 
the Spanish Civil War and how 
the Stalinists’ course ensured 
a fascist victory. 
$30.95

Order online at www.pathfi nderpress.com
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Resisting Israeli regime’s military boot
Palestinians speak to int’l youth delegation about Tel Aviv’s assaults, massive wall

BY TONY HUNT
LONDON—Boasting of “a record 23 

per cent increase in the number of removals 
[of asylum seekers] in 2003,” Prime Min-
ister Anthony Blair’s Labour government 
has been projecting a “get tough” policy 
with immigrants.

Hand-in-hand with this drive to entrench 
the second-class status of immigrant work-
ers, the government is moving to encourage 
a greater infl ow of workers from Eastern 
European countries that are due to join the 
European Union (EU) in the next couple 
of months.

The “23 percent” boast appeared on the 
web site of the Home Offi ce, the govern-
ment department that enforces London’s 
anti-immigrant policies. The fi gure equals 
around 17,000 asylum seekers and their 
families. The web site also announced 
the opening in August of a new prison—
dubbed a “removal centre”—near London’s 
Heathrow Airport, and reported that Home 
Offi ce “enforcement activities” against im-
migrant workers are in an “ongoing process 
of improvement.”

According to the BBC, such “enforce-
ment activities” include raids by immi-
gration cops that led to the deportation of 
14,000 people in 2003. 

Such moves have been accompanied by 
a step-up in anti-immigrant hysteria in the 
media. A January Daily Express headline 
warned of “the Great Invasion 2004.” The 
paper claimed 1.6 million Roma people 
(Gypsies) from Eastern Europe were 
“ready to fl ood” into Britain “to leech on 
us”—that is, to claim welfare benefi ts. 

Other right-wing newspapers joined the 
anti-immigrant chorus. Andrew Green, a 
former British ambassador and chairman 

of MigrationwatchUK, condemned the 
government’s “failed immigration policy” 
in the January 24 Daily Mail. In another 
article, Green said Home Secretary David 
Blunkett “has failed to wake up to the im-
migration nightmare.” The right-winger 
claimed, “there is a strong feeling here that 
we are losing our culture.” 

The raids continue. Two workers from 
Guatemala and Brazil were arrested and 
deported after one such cop action on a 
motorway services station March 8. 

A day later immigration police raided 
the homes of fi ve meat processing workers 
from Eastern Europe employed at the Jef-
frey Davies and Davies plant in Kent. The 
cops imprisoned the workers for two days 
and then deported them. 

The deportations were carried out even 
though in less than eight weeks these work-
ers would be allowed to live and work here, 
after their countries of origin become EU 
members. That fact illustrates how the real 
purpose of such persecution is to intimidate 
rather than drive out immigrant workers 
from Eastern Europe and other parts of 
the world. 

Under EU immigration rules, citizens 
of existing EU countries, and those of 
Cyprus and Malta, which are among the 
10 countries joining May 1, are supposed 
to be able to travel, settle, and work in any 
other member state. However, the acces-
sion or entry treaty into the imperialist-run 
alliance allows for special restrictions to 
be placed on immigrants from the other 
eight new EU members from Eastern 
Europe for up to seven years. Propaganda 
aside, Britain’s ruling rich have indicated 
that they regard the numerical growth of the 
EU as an opportunity. Having gone further 

than their French, German, and other rivals 
in assaults on workers’ wages and living 
standards, they are licking their lips at the 
profi ts they anticipate making from the 
labor of workers from the east. 

“We need to ensure that we can meet 
those big areas for unskilled employment,” 
said Blunkett in the February 9 Guardian. 
“This will be partly met by a sensible ap-
proach to the accession countries from 
May onward.”

The BBC reported March 3 that a big-
business “economic forecasting group”—
the Ernst & Young Item Club—said that im-
migration from Eastern Europe was needed 
to meet “growing labour shortages.” It also 
pointed out that immigration from the East 
has been declining in recent years. 

David Frost, the director-general of the 
British Chambers of Commerce, com-
mented that “there has been too much 
scaremongering. Business should welcome 
workers from the accession countries.…” 
On February 23 Blunkett announced mea-
sures to control the entry of the expected im-
migrants. Rather than sign on to the existing 
work permit schemes, these workers will be 
required to register their place of work with 
the authorities, and will not be entitled to 
state unemployment benefi ts for a year. 

“If they can’t support themselves they 
will be put out of the country,” Blair told 
the BBC the same day. The article was titled, 
“Blair tells migrants ‘work or leave.’”

Blunkett pointed to the planned in-
troduction of a national identity card in 
Britain from 2007 as further proof of the 
Blair government’s determination to con-
trol immigrant workers. 

Paul Davies contributed to this article. 

London steps up deportation, takes steps to
reinforce second-class status of immigrants

BY PAUL PEDERSON
RAMALLAH, West Bank—“Mor-

tal danger—Military zone, any person 
who passes or damages the fence EN-
DANGERS HIS LIFE,” reads a bright 
red metal sign posted in the middle of 
Aziz al-Kilani’s fi eld. Four of his sons 
are playing next to the sign, a few feet 
away from the coils of barbed wire that 
mark the route of Israel’s new so-called 
security fence. The 80-foot wide rows 
of razor wire and electrifi ed fences ex-
tend behind them, winding through the 
rolling hills in the distance. 

This was the scene that greeted a 12-
member international delegation during 
a March 8 visit to al-Kilani’s small farm 
near the West Bank village of Tura. The 
farmer welcomed us there as part of our 
weeklong visit to Palestinian areas of 
Israel and the West Bank. 

The massive concrete and steel struc-
ture that cuts al-Kilani’s land in two is 
the most recent initiative by Israel’s rul-
ers aimed at deepening the economic 
strangulation of the Palestinian popula-
tion on the West Bank and crushing the 
resistance of this oppressed national-
ity. The unbroken resistance by tens 
of thousands of Palestinians who, like 
al-Kilani, refuse to be cowed and driven 
off the land, remains the main obstacle 
in the path of Tel Aviv and its imperialist 
backers in Washington. 

In order to reach the land that has been 
cut off by the fence, al-Kilani must ap-
ply for several permits from the Israeli 
army, walk a half mile to a checkpoint, 
and hope that it doesn’t close and leave 
him trapped on one side of the barrier. 
Under these conditions, he does not know 
how he will plant and harvest his crops or 
transport them to market. The barrier itself 
has swallowed up several acres of his best 
land—a landgrab described by authorities 
as a “military necessity.” Al-Kilani has re-
ceived no compensation.

The separation wall is slated to extend 
for more than 450 miles across the West 
Bank, enclosing the Palestinian popula-
tion into 42 percent of the territory and an-
nexing the largest Jewish settlement blocs, 
some of the best land, and most of the 
water resources on the West Bank. More 
than 110 miles have been completed.  

Army vehicles regularly patrol along 
roads running inside the fenced-in perim-
eter surrounding the wall. Two military 
watchtowers are visible from the farmer’s 
front door. 

“We are sorry but you cannot stay here 
too long, the Israeli soldiers will come,” 
al-Kilani told the delegation, organized in 
solidarity with the Palestinian struggle. 
“They don’t like it when people come to 
see this.”  

The visit came to an abrupt end with 
the arrival of an Israeli army Humvee. 
The soldiers watched and waited for the 
international visitors to clear out. 

International delegation of youth 
From March 5–11 a delegation spon-

sored by the World Federation of Demo-
cratic Youth (WFDY)—which will hold its 
16th International Festival of Youth and 
Students in Venezuela in 2005—traveled 
to the occupied territories as well as to 
cities inside Israel. The 12 participants 
came from political organizations in seven 
countries. They were the United Demo-
cratic Youth Organization of Cyprus, 
Communist Youth of Portugal, Move-
ment of French Communist Youth, Comac 
(Communist Active) of Belgium, Young 
Socialists of the United States, Casa de la 
Juventud of Paraguay, Left Alliance Youth 
of Finland, and the Young Socialists of 
Iceland. The Israeli government refused 
to grant visas to youth representatives of 
the Fifth Republic of Venezuela and the 
Communist Party of Turkey.  

The trip was part of a “Freedom and 
Justice for Palestine” campaign launched 

by WFDY in September.  
It began with a two-day visit to cities 

inside Israel. This part of the visit was 
hosted by the Young Communist League 
of Israel, the youth organization affi li-
ated with the Communist Party of Israel 
(CPI). The CPI is part of the Democratic 
Front for Peace and Equality, or Hadash, 
an electoral alliance with nine local 
mayors and three members of the Israeli 
Parliament, or Knesset. All these elected 
offi cials are from the Palestinian minority 
inside Israel.  

Palestinians inside Israel “still live 

under discrimination in all fi elds,” said 
Shauki Habib, a Hadash leader who is the 
mayor of the Palestinian town of Yaffa. 
“Although we make up 20 percent of the 
population, an Arab has never been part of 
the government or staff of a government. 
Members of the Knesset, yes, but never 
the government.”  

“The Arab towns have no industrial 
areas,” Habib said. Visible from Yaffa, 
across a highway built a few years ago 
on Palestinian-owned land, is a high-tech 
industrial park in the Jewish municipal-
ity of Migdal Hae’emek. Although not a 

single Arab is employed there, the mayor 
said, waste from the factories pollutes 
Yaffa.  

In Tel Aviv the youth delegation was 
invited to a meeting with Israeli draft re-
sisters. Military service is compulsory for 
Jews in Israel. Since the start of stepped-
up Israeli military assaults in 2000, doz-
ens of youth have refused to carry out 
their military service, while hundreds of 

soldiers have refused to be part 
of the offensive in the occupied 
territories. 

Eli Gozanski of the group Yesh 
Gvol (There Is a Border) told us 
he had been imprisoned for refus-
ing to serve in Lebanon during the 
Israeli invasion in the 1980s. At 
the time, he said, there were far 
fewer youth refusing than there 
are today.  

From March 7 to 11 the 
solidarity mission traveled to 
the West Bank, where it was 
hosted by the General Union of 
Palestinian Students (GUPS), an 
international Palestinian student 
organization. 

Destruction in Ramallah
A towering pile of rubble at the center 

of Ramallah is what remains of much of 
the Mukata,  the building which houses 
the Palestinian Authority. Piles of fl at-
tened cars are evidence of the tanks that 
until recently encircled the government 
building. 

PA president Yasir Arafat has been 
confi ned there for more than two years 
by the occupation army. “Now all of our 
cities and towns have become cantons 
and ghettos,” the Palestinian leader told 
the youth group March 7. “Who can ac-

Militant/Paul Pederson
International youth delegation visits Palestinian 
refugee camp in West Bank town of Jenin on March 
8 to see destruction from April 2002 Israeli assault. 
Inset, sign posted in front of “security fence” cutting 
through Aziz al-Kilani’s land in village of Tura.

Continued on page 10



Build April 25 march on Washington  
to defend a woman’s right to choose!

Pathfi nder 
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Printed below is an editorial that ap-
peared in the March 29, 2004, issue of the 
Militant newspaper.

We urge you to join with other supporters 
of a woman’s right to choose in building a 
massive turnout for the April 25 March for 

Women’s Lives in 
Washington, D.C.

The purpose of 
the demonstration, 
its sponsors state, 
is “to ensure that 
all women have 
the right to choose 
to have or not to 
have children, with 

reproductive health options that are safe, af-
fordable, and accessible.” Tens of thousands 
of people from around the country will be 
converging on Washington to defend the 
fundamental rights women have gained 
over the last decades. 

The march is sponsored by major wom-
en’s rights organizations across the country. 
Dozens of other groups, from student orga-
nizations on university campuses to labor 
unions, have endorsed it, among them the 
United Food and Commercial Workers 
union, the American Federation of State, 
County, and Municipal Employees, and the 
Coalition of Labor Union Women. 

Members of these organizations and 
other supporters of a woman’s right to 
choose are building the demonstration in 
cities and towns around the country. The 
door is wide open to get involved in the co-
alitions organizing participation. We urge 
you to participate in planning meetings in 
your area and to bring co-workers, fellow 
unionists, students, and others to them. Take 
stacks of leafl ets to post up and distribute. 
Wear buttons and T-shirts publicizing the ac-
tion. Take sign-up sheets to wherever others 
can be enlisted to build it. These materials 
are available from sponsoring organiza-
tions and from www.MarchforWomen.org. 
In many areas, builders of the action are 
seeking scholarships from the sponsors for 
those needing fi nancial assistance to get to 
Washington. 

A woman’s right to choose abortion is a 
question of vital importance to working peo-
ple. The key is the right of women to choose 

Militant/Hilda Cuzco
More than 50,000 people marched in Washington, D.C., in April 1995 action defending 
a woman’s right to choose. Today, supporters of women’s rights around the country are 
working to ensure a massive turnout for the April 25 march on Washington.

whether or not they will bear children—not 
the state, church, husband, father, judge, or 
social worker. Only with the right to control 
their own bodies can women exercise effec-
tive control over their lives and reassert their 
full human identity as productive, not only 
reproductive, beings. This is a precondition 
for full equality, affecting a woman’s ability 
to get a job, and thereby gain the economic 
independence necessary for participation in 
union, political, and other aspects of social 
life. The increasing integration of women 
into the work force over the past decades 
has strengthened the working class, allowing 
millions to break out of the stultifying iso-
lation of the home. And the 1973 Supreme 
Court decision decriminalizing abortion 
was an important stride along this road for 
women’s rights and for all working people. 
These advances have made it harder for 

employers to limit women to certain jobs, 
pay them lower wages than men, or convince 
them that they should stay in the kitchen and 
the hearth rather than enter the political and 
union arena. 

That is why a woman’s right to choose has 
come under sustained attack by federal and 
state administrations of both the Democratic 
and Republican parties ever since the 1973 
ruling. Because of deep-going progres-
sive changes in attitudes held by millions 
toward women’s place in society, however, 
the ruling class has not been able to roll the 
clock back to the days before Roe v. Wade, 
when hundreds of women died every year 
in illegal or self-induced abortions. Instead, 
opponents of women’s rights have probed 
to curtail that right and whittle away access 
to abortion. The most recent example is 
the federal law passed in November—still 

facing a legal challenge—that, under the 
deliberately misleading name “Partial-
Birth Abortion Act,” will outlaw a specifi c 
medical procedure used to terminate late-
term pregnancies. These restrictions are 
class-biased, limiting abortion access for 
working women in particular—from the ban 
on federal funding for abortion, to waiting 
periods and laws forcing young women to 
get parental consent before obtaining an 
abortion.  

These attacks on the right to choose are 
part of a broader offensive by the U.S. rulers 
against gains won by working people over 
the decades. They go hand in hand with the 
elimination of Aid to Families with Depen-
dent Children in 1996, current moves to 
undermine Medicare and Social Security, 
and other efforts to further shift the burden 
for the capitalist economic crisis onto the 
backs of working people.

The attacks on women’s rights have met 
resistance. Planned Parenthood in Pittsburgh 
and fi ve other cities successfully rejected an 
outrageous order by the U.S. Justice Depart-
ment to turn over confi dential medical re-
cords as part of enforcing the new antichoice 
law. Last December, 2,500 city workers in 
Cincinnati who are members of AFSCME 
beat back a city council attempt to eliminate 
their medical coverage for abortion proce-
dures, which they had won in their union 
contract. And over the past decade, repeated 
mobilizations by women’s rights supporters 
have pushed back violent efforts by rightists 
to shut down abortion clinics. 

The April 25 march on Washington will 
draw thousands of working people, youth, 
and other partisans of women’s rights who 
are determined to defend their hard-won 
gains. Many are seeking answers to ques-
tions on how to chart a road forward in this 
struggle. The Pathfi nder titles featured in the 
centerspread ad inside—with prices reduced 
to $1 or $2 for all pamphlets and $5 or $10 
for all books—are invaluable in providing 
the working-class perspective that is needed 
to address these questions. Campaigning to 
get these books into the hands of other work-
ers, students, and farmers is an important 
part of building the April 25 demonstration 
and advancing longer-term struggles by 
working people.
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Coal miners on picket line December 13 outside Co-Op mine near Huntington, Utah, where 

about 100 miners and supporters rallied in an expanded picket to support fi ght for a union. 

Striker’s sign says, “Amigo, you are about to cross a line of dignity and honor. If you cross to avoid 

losing your car or your house, keep in mind that what you are about to lose is your soul.” 

Continued on Page 5

BY KAREN TYLER

HUNTINGTON, Utah—“The 

Miners’ Council passed a resolution 

in support of the Co-Op miners.” 

This is what a message read at a 

December 13 solidarity rally held at 

Huntington Junior High School here 

said. It was signed by Chris More, 

an offi cial of the Mining Council of 

the New Zealand Engineers, Print, 

and Manufacturing Union in Christ-

church, New Zealand. 

The event was organized to back 

the coal miners who were on the 86th 

day of their strike to get their jobs 

back at CW Mining Company, also 

known as Co-Op, and to win union 

recognition.
Roy Fernández, an international 

organizer for the United Mine Work-

ers of America (UMWA), co-chaired 

the rally, and read the message to the 

200 people present. Among other 

messages, he also described a letter 

of solidarity signed by more than 

100 members of United Food and 

Commercial Workers Local 271 in 

Omaha, Nebraska. These workers 

had won a union-organizing drive 

two years ago in a Swift meatpack-

ing plant in that city.

“Our whole union—from Penn-

sylvania to Arizona to Kentucky—

Offices of ‘Arab American News’ in 

Dearborn, Michigan, are firebombed

Continued on Page 10

Continued on Page 4

Continued on Page 3

European 

Union 

in crisis, 

fails to adopt 

constitution

BY SYLVIE CHARBIN

MONTREAL—The Quebec 

Liberal government has decided 

to ram through several antilabor 

bills before the Quebec National 

Assembly recesses December 19. 

In response, tens of thousands of 

unionists and other working 

people across the province took to 

the streets December 11, despite 

sometimes freezing rain, in what 

Quebec union leaders billed as a 

“national day of disruption.”

The actions capped off two 

weeks of demonstrations and 

other protests organized by all the 

main Quebec union federations. 

Several news commentators here 

have described the mobilizations 

as the most important union ac-

tions in 30 years, that is, since 

BY MARTÍN KOPPEL

AND MICHAEL ITALIE

Washington announced December 9 that, 

in the name of protecting its “essential secu-

rity interests,” it will shut out French, Ger-

man, Russian, and other companies from 

the $18.6 billion worth of contracts that the 

U.S.-led occupation authorities in Iraq are 

going to award for the reconstruction of the 

country. The next day, U.S. president George 

Bush reaffi rmed that he would dispatch for-

mer secretary of state James Baker to Eu-

rope to present the demand to these same 

governments to write off Iraq’s debts.

The policy was made public in a memo-

randum signed by U.S. deputy defense secre-

tary Paul Wolfowitz. “It is necessary for the 

protection of the essential security interests 

of the United States to limit competition for 

the prime contracts of these procurements 

to companies from the United States, Iraq, 

Coalition partners and force contributing 

nations,” the document said. 

Bush presented this policy in a subse-

quent press conference and other public 

The statement below was issued De-

cember 12 by the Blue Triangle Network 

in Dearborn, Michigan, in response to a 

fi rebombing attack on the offi ces of the 

Arab American News, a weekly newspaper 

published there in Arabic and English.

Osama Siblani, the paper’s publisher, 

described the December 9 incident in a 

press release a couple of days earlier. He 

explained that the attackers were foiled by 

a reinforced back door: “The bomb fell just 

BY SAM MANUEL

A European Union summit aimed at 

negotiating a constitution collapsed in ac-

rimonious division December 13. 

Instead of a united Europe built around 

“25 current and future members of the Eu-

ropean Union,” as most reports in the media 

refer to the EU, the summit highlighted deep 

divisions between competing states allied 

with the Franco-German bloc, on the one 

hand, or with its main competitor across the 

Atlantic—Washington, on the other.

German chancellor Gerhard Schröder 

labeled the meeting “largely a failure,” 

adding, “We don’t have a consensus on a 

constitution here because one or another 

country put the European ideal behind 

national interest.”  

Berlin and Paris, however, the strongest 

imperialist powers in the European Union, 

have been the most aggressive in openly 

defending the interests of their respective 

ruling classes. Both insisted on setting rules 

U.S. occupation 

forces capture 

Saddam Hussein

Continued on Page 3

inches away from stacks of the newspapers’ 

archives, but with the bullet-proof glass be-

tween them and the bomb,” he said. 

“There have been several acts of de-

struction against the newspaper over the 

20 years of its publication, which is why 

the bulletproof door was installed,” Siblani 

added. “This is a newspaper and we publish 

opinions not popular with everyone.” The 

Arab American News—available on the 

Internet at arabamericannews.com—car-

ries news and comment about 

developments in the Middle East 

and the United States. 

Issue of weekly Arab American News reporting 

December 9 fi rebombing. Fragments of bomb be-

side reinforced door are shown in lower photo.

The Blue Triangle Network was formed 

in May 2002 at a National Summit to Stop 

the Repression against Muslim, Arab and 

South Asian Immigrants, held in Dear-

born—a suburb of Detroit. 
❖

The Blue Triangle Network condemns 

the December 9 fi rebombing of the offi ce 

of the Arab American News in Dearborn, 

Michigan. Luckily no one was in the build-

ing and damage to the building will not 

prevent publication of the newspaper.

This bombing came the day after a dem-

BY MARTÍN KOPPEL

On December 14, in an important pro-

paganda coup for Washington, U.S.-led oc-

cupation forces seized Saddam Hussein in 

a village about 75 miles north of Baghdad. 

U.S. defense secretary Donald Rumsfeld, 

speaking on CBS’s 60 Minutes the next day, 

said Hussein, who according to the U.S. 

government is currently being interrogated, 
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AP/Ricardo Mazalan
Man with baby passes by bank set on fi re February 29 in Port-au-Prince, Haiti’s capi-
tal, after President Jean-Bertrand Aristide resigned and was fl own into exile. 

Reuters/Jorge Silva
Hundreds of thousands rally in Caracas February 29 to oppose U.S.-backed attempts 
to topple Chávez government. “Venezuela is sovereign,” says banner. Inset: pro-Chávez 
demonstrators in Caracas celebrate March 2 ruling by elections council.

California 
grocery workers 
end strike, 
bosses gain 
concessions

Continued on Page 4 

BY ANNE CARROLL
HUNTINGTON, Utah—New sturdy 

picket signs reading “Co-Op Miners—On 
Strike” in English and Spanish now dot the 
area around the trailer from where coal min-
ers, who walked out fi ve months ago from 
C.W. Mining’s Bear Canyon mine, organize 
picketing. The more visible picket has begun 
to pay off, miners say. One morning in the 
last week of February four strikers turned 
away a pickup truck that was coming up 
the mine road. The vehicle came to a dead 
halt when the driver and the passenger of 

BY SAM MANUEL
WASHINGTON, D.C.—Testing the 

waters for a new round of government as-
saults on the social wage of working people, 
Federal Reserve chairman Alan Greenspan 
told a Congressional committee February 25 
that cuts must be made in Social Security 
benefi ts. Greenspan argued that the 77 mil-
lion “baby boomers” who in the next few 
years will start becoming eligible for Social 
Security and Medicare will “bankrupt” the 
programs.

Greenspan’s remarks are part of the 
ongoing campaign by Democratic and 
Republican politicians to “reform” Social 
Security, that is, to further undermine its 

BY ERIC SIMPSON
AND SETH GALINSKY

MIAMI—U.S. Marines, along with 
French and Canadian troops, entered 
Haiti to “restore order” immediately after 
President Jean-Bertrand Aristide resigned 
and left the country February 29 at the 
demand of and under increasing pressure 
from Washington and Paris. 

Armed rightist forces in revolt against 
the government rapidly swept into the 
capital city of Port-au-Prince, seizing the 

national police headquarters and other key 
positions. One rebel leader, Guy Philippe, 
has declared himself head of Haiti’s mili-
tary and police, and his forces rampaged 
through the former army headquarters 
while U.S. Marines looked on.

Aristide, whose exit was organized by 
the U.S. State Department, was fl own to the 
Central African Republic. He is reportedly 
seeking asylum in South Africa. 

The rightist groups, led mostly by for-
mer army offi cers, had launched a revolt 

against the government in early February. 
They took advantage of Aristide’s dimin-
ishing popularity in face of the economic 
crisis and his reliance on Washington to try 
to protect his regime. 

U.S. offi cials said they would support 
Haiti’s Supreme Court chief, Boniface Al-
exandre, sworn in as president soon after 
Aristide’s departure. According to the Hai-
tian constitution, Alexandre is supposed to 
remain in offi ce until elections in 2005. 

The advance contingents of foreign 
troops will be reinforced by an imperialist 
“peacekeeping” force to be deployed in 

BY BETSEY STONE
LOS ANGELES—After nearly f ive 

months on strike and 16 days of nego-
tiations, some 60,000 grocery workers 
throughout Southern California are re-
turning to their jobs after voting to ratify 
the latest contract offer by the grocery 
bosses. The strike began October 11 after 
97 percent of United Food and Commer-
cial Workers (UFCW) Local 770 members 
rejected the grocery bosses’ concession 
demands.

The supermarket bosses won the bulk 
of what they wanted in the new three-year 
deal.

The contract contains a steep two-tier 
wage and benefit setup—a major goal 
of the grocery chains from the begin-
ning—that weakens the union by creating 
two classes of workers. New hires will 
earn significantly lower wages—from 
$1.12 to $2.80 less an hour—and, under 
this contract, they will not reach the wage 
levels of current workers. For the newly 

BY ARGIRIS MALAPANIS
AND OLIVIA NELSON

The drive by weighty sectors of Venezu-
ela’s capitalist class, with Washington’s full 
backing, to topple the government of Presi-
dent Hugo Chávez was pushed back March 
2. The country’s National Electoral Council 
(CNE) announced that day that it had dis-
qualifi ed or set aside for further verifi cation 
nearly half of the 3.4 million signatures the 
pro-imperialist opposition had submitted 
in December demanding a referendum to 
recall the president. That brought the total 
valid signatures to well below the 2.4 million 
required to trigger such a vote.  

The U.S. government sided with the Co-
ordinadora Democrática opposition coali-
tion in charging that the election board’s rul-
ing was undemocratic. “We are increasingly 
concerned about the situation in Venezuela,” 
White House spokesman Scott McClellan 
said March 2. “The United States continues 
to urge the Venezuelan National Electoral 
Council to fi nish its work in a timely and 
fully transparent manner. This is about 
allowing the people’s voice to be heard 
through the democratic process.” He added 
that “the focus should remain on the efforts 
by the Venezuelan people to exercise their 
constitutional and democratic rights [in] a 
transparent and internationally monitored 
presidential recall referendum.” 

Representatives of the U.S.-based Carter 
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Capitalism’s World Disorder 
Working-Class Politics at the 
Millenium
by Jack Barnes

The social devastation and fi nan-
cial panic, the coarsening of poli-
tics and politics of resentment, 
the cop brutality and acts of 
imperialist aggression accel-
erating around us—all are the 
product not of something gone 
wrong with capitalism, but of its 
lawful workings. Yet the future 
can be changed by the united 
struggle and selfl ess action of 
workers and farmers conscious 
of their power to transform the 
world. In English, Spanish, and 
French. $23.95 

     

Is Biology  
Woman’s 
Destiny?
by Evelyn 
Reed
The roots of 
women’s op-
pression as a 
“second sex.” 
$3 

Communist Continuity and the Fight for Women’s Liberation
(Documents of the Socialist Workers Party 1971–86) 3-volume set

Edited with an introduction by Mary-Alice Waters. How did the oppression of women 
begin? Who benefi ts? What social forces have the power to end the second-class 
status of women? This three-part series helps politically equip the generation of 
women and men joining battles in defense of women’s rights today.

Part I: Women’s Liberation and the Line of March of the Working Class— $10 $4
Part II: Women, Leadership, and the Proletarian Norms 
of the Communist Movement— $9 $4
Part III: Abortion Rights, the ERA, and the Rebirth of a Feminist Movement— $11 $4

3 Volume Set — $30
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$18.85

The Communist 
Manifesto
by Karl Marx, 
Frederick Engels
Founding document of 
the modern working-
class movement, pub-
lished in 1848. Explains 
why communism is de-
rived not from precon-
ceived principles but 
from facts and from 
proletarian movements 
springing from the ac-
tual class struggle. 
In English and 
Spanish. $3.95

Women and the Cu-
ban Revolution
Speeches by Fidel Castro, 
Vilma Espín, and others
The transformation of 
women’s economic and 
social status in Cuba 
since the 1959 
revolution $14.95. 
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In S
$18

Women and the Family
by Leon Trotsky

How the Octo-
ber 1917 Russian 
revolution, the 
first victorious 
socialist revo-
lution, opened 
the door to 
new possibili-
ties in the fi ght 
for women’s 
liberation. 
$11.95

The Long View 
of History
by George Novack
This pamphlet explains 
why revolutionary change 
is fundamental to social 
and cultural progress and 
how the struggle of working 
people for an end to op-
pression and exploitation is 
a realistic perspective built 
on sound scientific 
foundations. $5 

$5

$10

$2

$5

The Working Class 
and the Transformation of Learning
The Fraud of Education Reform Under 
Capitalism
by Jack Barnes
“Until society is reorganized so that education is a 
human activity from the time we are very young until 
the time we die, there will be no education worthy of 
working, creating humanity.” —Jack Barnes  

In English, Spanish, French, Swedish, 
and Icelandic. $3 $1

$2

 $2

$2

$10

$5
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“There will be a victorious r
States before there will be
revolution in Cuba.” That sta
Castro in 1961, remains as a
it was spoken. This book, w
struggle in the imperialist he
In English, Spanish, and Fren

Abortion is a 
Woman’s Right
by Pat Grogan
Why abortion rights are 
central to the struggle 
for the full emancipa-
tion of women, and 
why the labor move-
ment has a vital stake 
in this fi ght. In English 
and Spanish. $4.50

$10
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Marianas in Combat
Teté Puebla and the Mariana Grajales Women’s 
Platoon in Cuba’s Revolutionary War, 1956–58
by Teté Puebla
Brigadier General Teté 
Puebla, the highest-ranking 
woman in Cuba’s Revolution-
ary Armed Forces, joined 
the struggle to overthrow 
the U.S.-backed dictator-
ship of Fulgencio Batista in 
1956, when she was fi fteen 
years old. This is her story, 
from clandestine action in 
the cities to serving as an of-
fi cer in the victorious Rebel 
Army’s first all-women’s 
platoon. In English 
and Spanish. $14
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Cosmetics, Fashions, and the Exploitation 
of Women
by Evelyn Reed, Joseph 
Hansen, Mary-Alice Waters
How big business plays on 
women’s second-class status 
and social insecurities to 
market cosmetics and rake 
in profi ts. The introduction 
by Waters explains how the 
entry of millions of women 
into the workforce during and 
after World War II irreversibly 
changed U.S. society and laid 
the basis for a renewed rise 
of struggles for women’s 
emancipation. $14.95

The Origin of the Family, Private 
Property, and the State
by Frederick Engels
How the emergence of class-divided society gave rise to 
repressive state bodies and family structures that protect the 
property of the ruling layers and enable them to pass along 
wealth and privilege. Engels discusses the consequences for 
working people of these class institutions—from their original 
forms to their modern versions. $17.95

Women’s Liberation 
and the African Free-
dom Struggle
by Thomas Sankara
“There is not true social 
revolution without the lib-
eration of women,” explains 
the leader of the 1983–87 
revolution in Burkina Faso. 
In English, Spanish, and 
French. $5 
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ovement
Mary-Alice Waters
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olutionary workers movement 150 
rs ago, Marxists have championed 
struggle for women’s rights and 

lained the economic roots in class 
iety of women’s oppression. $3.50

Spanish, Marxismo y Feminismo. 
.95

Malcolm X 
Talks to Young 
People
by Malcolm X
Four talks and an interview given to young 
people in Ghana, the United Kingdom, and 
the United States in the last months of 
Malcolm’s life. This new edition contains 
the entire December 1964 presentation 
by Malcolm X at the Oxford Union in the 
United Kingdom, in print for the fi rst time 
anywhere. The collection concludes with 
two memorial tributes by a young social-
ist leader to this great revolutionary. 
In English and Spanish. $15

$5

The Changing Face of U.S. Politics 
Working-Class Politics and the Trade 
Unions
by Jack Barnes
An invaluable guide to the struggle for 
women’s liberation and its increased 
weight in working-class politics, this is 
a handbook for workers, farmers, and 
youth repelled by the class inequalities, 
economic instability, racism, women’s 
oppression, cop violence, and wars en-
demic to capitalism, and who are seek-
ing the road toward effective action to 
overturn that exploitative system and 
join in reconstructing the world on new, 
socialist foundations. In English, Span-
ish, and French. $23 $10

$5

$2

To Speak the Truth
Why Washington’s ‘Cold War’ against 
Cuba Doesn’t End
by Ernesto Che Guevara, Fidel Castro
In historic speeches before the United Na-
tions and UN bodies, Guevara and Castro 
address the workers of the world, explain-
ing why the U.S. government so hates the 
example set by the socialist revolution in 
Cuba and why Washington’s effort to de-
stroy it will fail. $16.95
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$2

$5
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address: 1179 E. Main St., PMB 316. 
Zip: 84501. Tel: (435) 613-1091.

WASHINGTON, D.C.: 3717 B 
Georgia Ave. NW, Ground fl oor. Zip:  
20010. Tel: (202) 722-1315. E-mail:
swp.washingtondc@verizon.net

WASHINGTON: Seattle: 5418 
Rainier Avenue South.  Zip: 98118-
2439. Tel: (206) 323-1755. E-mail: 
swpseattle@yahoo.com

AUSTRALIA
Sydney: 1st Flr, 3/281-287 

Beamish St., Campsie, NSW 
2194. Mailing ad dress: P.O. 
Box 164, Campsie, NSW 2194. 
Tel: (02) 9718  9698. E-mail: 
cl_australia@bigpond.com

BRITAIN
London: 47 The Cut. Postal code: 

SE1 8LF. Tel: 020-7928-7993. E-
mail: cllondon@onetel.net.uk

CANADA
Montreal: 1237 Jean Talon E. 

Montréal, QC. Postal code: H2R 
1W1. Tel: (514) 284-7369. E-mail: 
Librpath@sympatico.ca

Toronto: 699 Lansdowne Ave., 
Postal code: M6H 3Y9. Tel: (416) 
531-9119. E-mail: milpathtoronto
@bellnet.ca

Vancouver: 2645 E. Hastings, Room 203. 
Postal code: V5V 1Z5. Tel: (604) 872-8343. 
E-mail: clvancouver@lynx.net

FRANCE
Paris: P.O. 175, 23 rue Lecourbe. Postal 

code: 75015. Tel: (01) 47-26-58-21. 
E-mail: 73504.442@compuserve. com

ICELAND
Reykjavík: Skolavordustig 6B. Mailing 

ad dress: P. Box 0233, IS 121 Reykjavík. Tel: 
552 5502. E-mail: milpth@mmedia.is

NEW ZEALAND
Auckland: Suite 3, 7 Mason Ave., 

p e r s p e c t i v a

UNA REVISTA SOCIALISTA QUE DEFIENDE 
LOS INTERESES DEL PUEB LO TRABAJADOR

mundial

Otahuhu. Postal address:P.O. Box 3025. 
Tel: (9) 276-8885.E-mail: milpath.auckla
nd@actrix.gen.nz

Christchurch: Gloucester Arcade, 
129 Gloucester St. Post al ad dress: P.O. 
Box 13-969. Tel: (3) 365-6055. E-mail: 
pathfi nder.militant@paradise.net.nz

SWEDEN
Gothenburg: Ryttaregatan 9, S–415 03 

Gothenburg. Tel: (031) 21 56 90. E-mail: 
bokhandelnpathfi ndergbg@telia.com

Stockholm: Domargränd 16, S-129 47 
Hägersten. Tel: (08)  31 69 33.E-mail: 
pathfbkh@algonet.se

‘Perspectiva Mundial,’ a monthly Spanish-language socialist 
magazine, offers truthful coverage of the stepped-up imperial-
ist offensive against working people from the United States 
to Spain; labor battles worldwide, like the strike by Utah coal 
miners (below); the fi ght for women’s liberation; resistance 
to imperialist oppression from Venezuela to Palestine; and 
more. And it explains these developments from the standpoint 
of workers and farmers. Don’t miss a single issue!   

Subscribe to Subscribe to 

   SPECIAL OFFER FOR NEW READERS
  ❏.$5 for 4 months 

    RENEWAL

❏.$8 for 6 months

❏.$15 for 1 year

❏.$25 for 2 years

4 months of Perspectiva Mundial outside the U.S.: Australia, A$8 to P.O. Box 164, Campsie, NSW 2194, 
Australia • United Kingdom, £4 by check or in ter na tion al mon ey order made out to Perspectiva Mundial 
Dis tri bu tion, 47 The Cut, Lon don, SE1 8LF, En gland. • Canada, Can$7 send to Perspectiva Mundial, 
1237 Jean-Talon est, Montréal, QC. Postal Code: H2R 1W1.• Car ib be an and Latin America, $10 drawn 
on a U.S. bank to 306 West 37th St., 10th Fl, New York, NY 10018 • Southern Ireland and Continental 
Europe, £12 Perspectiva Mundial Dis tri bu tion, 47 The Cut, Lon don, SE1 8LF, En gland. • France, 20 
Euros Perspectiva Mundial, Cen tre MBE 175, 23 rue Lecourbe, 75015 Par is; chèque postale: 40 134 
34 U. • New Zealand, NZ$10 to P.O. Box 3025, Auckland, New Zealand • Pa cifi  c Is lands: Send New 
Zealand $10 to P.O. Box 3025,  Auckland, New Zealand.• Sweden, Finland, Norway, Denmark --  40 
Swedish Kronor to Perspectiva Mundial, Domargränd 16 S-129 47 Hägersten, Stockholm.  • Iceland, 
Kr1,000 Perspectiva Mundial, P.O. Box 233, 121 Reykjavík.

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY                          STATE                ZIP             

UNION/SCHOOL/ORGANIZATION                    PHONE

CLIP AND MAIL TO PERSPECTIVA MUNDIAL, 
306 WEST 37TH ST., 10TH FL. NEW YORK, NY 10018.

�

Visit the distributors of Pathfi nder books, the Militant, and Perspectiva Mundial nearest you

Local contact information:
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