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Defenders 
of Calero 

• campatgnto 
stop move to 
deport him 
BY PATRICK O'NEILL 

NEW YORK-On less than 48 hours' 
notice the Political Rights Defense Fund, 
the defense committee for Roger Calero, 
called a meeting here on December 15 to 
discuss the next round in the fight to stop 
the deportation of the Militant staff writer 
and Perspectiva Mundial associate editor. 
Eighty people, including activists from 
Boston, Connecticut, Philadelphia, north
east Pennsylvania, and Washington, D.C., 
as well as New York and New Jersey, par
ticipated. 

The meeting was called after Calero, ar
rested December 3 by the immigration po
lice at the Houston airport on his return from 
a reporting assignment in Mexico and Cuba, 
was paroled by the district director of the 
Immigration and Naturalization Service 
(INS) in Houston after the latter received a 
flood of protest messages. 

Calero, a 12-year permanent resident, 
faces exclusion proceedings in an INS court. 

"I want to thank all those who have taken 
part in the campaign to have me released so 
I can carry on that fight more effectively," 
said Calero in his presentation. 

In one way or another, from writing and 
gathering protest letters and petition forms 
to contributing financially, the majority of 

Continued on Page 9 

Inside an 
INS jail: the 
U.S. system 
of 'justice' 
at work 

The following article was submitted 
minutes before the reporter, Militant staff 
writer Roger Calero, was paroled from 
the immigration prison in Houston, where 
he had been jailed for 10 days. On De
cember 3 Calero, a 12-year permanent 
resident, was arrested by immigration 
cops at the Houston airport on his way 
back from a reporting assignment in 
Guadalajara, Mexico. Released Decem
ber 10 on his own recognizance after the 
Immigration and Naturalization Service 
(INS) district director was flooded with 
protest messages from around the world, 
Calero still faces a deportation hearing (see 
article above). Calero's first on-the-scene 
report from the INS detention center ap
peared in last week's issue. 

BY ROGER CALERO 
HOUSTON PROCESSING CENTER, 

Houston-"l've worked on a lot of govern
ment projects," said Mariano Tovar, a con
struction worker locked up in this immigra
tion jail together with this reporter. 

"I painted the courthouse and the local 
jail in Nacogdoches," Tovar said. "I even 
worked on the construction of this jail in 
1981." 

Recounting his personal story, he ran 
Continued on Page 9 

Bosses guilty in Alabama 
mine deaths: gov't report 
Brookwood miners suspected dangers before 2001 disaster 
BY BRIAN TAYLOR 

TUSCALOOSA, Alabama-For more 
than a year, coal miners in Alabama have 
pointed to the responsibility of Jim Walters 
Resources for the deadly explosions that on 
Sept. 23, 2001, killed 13 workers at the 
company's Blue Creek Mine No. 5. 

At a December 11 press conference. here, 
the federal Mine Safety and Health Admin
istration (MSHA) issued an investigative 
report holding the company responsible for 
the disaster, one of the deadliest in U.S. 
mining history. 

Twelve of the 13 deaths occurred when 
miners responded to help their injured co
workers after an initial blast. The company 
did not tell them at that time that an explo
sion had taken place. 

David Blevins, a coal miner whose father · 
died in the disaster, told the media, "Jim 
Walter is a reckless company and has no 
concern for safety versus cost. That's been 
proven today." He said the government re
port confirmed what he and other miners 
had believed all along. 

After the September 2001 disaster, the 
United Mine Workers of America (UMWA), 
to which the miners belonged, called a me
morial day to pay tribute to the workers killed. 
All union mines in the state shut down that 
day. More than 1 ,500 people attended a me
morial service for the 13 miners. At a press 
conference the day before, UMWA president 
Cecil Roberts called for a vigorous investi
gation of the cause of the explosions. 

Speaking at the December 11 press con
ference, the assistant secretary oflabor for 

Continued on Page 7 

N.Y. transit workers rally to keep pressure on 

Militant/Stu Singer 
Thousands of transit workers marched across 
Brooklyn Bridge and rallied at City Hall in 
New York December 15 as Transport Work
ers Union officials and Metropolitan Transit 
Authority representatives wrapped up con
tract negotiations. Workers demanded an end 
to brutal disciplinary system, increased fi
nancing of health fund, safety measures, and 
a pay increase. A proposed settlement was 
announced that evening. See article page 15. 

U.S. further expands military in S. America 
BY MICHAEL ITALIE 

Aiming to enforce its economic and po
litical domination of the region, Washing
ton has been expanding its military presence 
in South America. 

Plan Colombia, the $1.3 billion military 
assistance package, is the most publicized 
aspect of U.S. military involvement in the 
region. 

But the U.S. rulers are also moving to pro
tect their interests by establishing a number 
of new bases, including semisecret facili
ties, and stationing an increasing number of 
its troops from the southern tip of Argen-

tina to Paraguay and Peru. 
In 2002 U.S. Congress approved the Bush 

administration's Andean Regional Initiative 
as an expansion of Plan Colombia, initiated 
by the Clinton administration. The plan in
cludes funding for Bolivia, Brazil, Ecuador, 
Panama, Peru, and Venezuela, with Colom
bia still receiving about half of the billion
dollar package. 

Under the cover of combating the drug 
trade and carrying out a ''war on terrorism," 
the U.S. government is carrying out this 
military buildup in anticipation of sharper 
resistance by workers and farmers over the 

U.S. forces move from Turkey to 
northern Iraq to train Kurdish troops 
BY SAM MANUEL 

Citing Turkish military sources, the Qatar
based AI Jazeera television channel has re
ported the movement of 500 U.S. Special 
Forces from Turkey into Kurdish-controlled 
areas of northern Iraq. According to the De
cember 15 broadcast, the commandos are 
"training around 2,000 Kurds and making 
logistical preparations for the arrival of thou
sands ofU.S. troops in the event of an attack 
on Iraq." The report was also carried on Turk
ish television. 

"I have nothing on that," said a Wash
ington spokesperson. The Turkish govern
ment, which has to date refused to give 
Washington the official go-ahead to launch 
an invasion from its territory, has also re
fused comment. 

As such incursions are organized, along 
with U.S.-led military exercises in Kuwait, 
Qatar, and elsewhere in the region, the big-

business media in the United States and Brit
ain has noted that the military buildup still 
has a ways to go before the forces necessary 
for an invasion are assembled. Washington 
and London continue to concentrate troops 
and military hardware in the Middle East. 

Preparing the political ground for war, 
U.S. officials have thrown cold water on the 
United Nations-ordered report that the Iraqi 
government presented December 7 on its ar
maments stores. The White House has al
ready dismissed Baghdad's denial that it 
possesses chemical, biological, or nuclear , 
weapons. "We know that Iraq has weapons · 
of mass destruction and has programs to 
create more," said State Department spokes
man Richard Boucher on December 14. 

Railing against Iraq's alleged possession 
of such weapons, the Bush administration 
released a document December 1 0 stating 

Continued on Page 2 

coming years in response to the economic 
catastrophe that is gripping the region. 

Under the Andean Initiative, U.S. troops 
are to train some 4,000 Colombian soldiers 
over the next couple of years in what Wash
ington describes as counterinsurgency op
erations, which are directed against the an
tigovernment guerrilla organizations there. 
This move is part of an additional $94 mil
lion package approved by the Bush admin
istration that will help finance a Colom
bian army brigade whose job is to guard 
U.S. oil giant Occidental Petroleum's 500-
mile pipeline in the northeastern part ofthe 
country. 

Nearly half the oil imported by Washing
Continued on Page 5 
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U.S. Special Forces 
in northern Iraq 
train Kurdish troops 
Continued from front page 
that Washington reserves the right to re
spond with "overwhelming force" includ
ing "all our options" should Iraq use chemi
cal or biological weapons to defep.d itself 
from an assault by U.S. forces. 

The Daily News and Post newspapers in 
New York drew the obvious inference, with 
headlines reading, "We may nuke Iraq" and 
"We will nuke you." 

waters near the Hom of Africa," reported 
the New York limes on December 15. 
Alongside one U.S. ship, eight "Spanish 
and German ships operate far from home, 
performing missions that were all but un
thinkable just a few years ago." 

The 1,200 German personnel serving 
in the task force are part of some 8,600 
troops deployed in Bosnia, Kosova, 
Macedonia, Afghanistan, and other lo
cations. Berlin currently has more troops 
deployed on such missi~ns than London. 

Carter demands that Iraq disarm 

Developments among the European 
countries have highlighted how the other im
perialist powers are using Washington's im
perial aggression in the Mideast to push 
ahead with their own war drives. 

In late November German chancellor 
Gerhard Schroeder officially granted the 
Pentagon free access to German air space 
and movement of troops in and out of U.S. 
bases there. Leaders of the Green Party, the 
coalition partner of Schroder's Social 
Democratic Party, agreed on condition that 
Washington receives a "mandate" from the 
United Nations. 

Spanish troops board and seize Yemen-bound north Korean ship December 10. Washing
ton released ship after Yemeni government stated that cargo of Scud missiles was its prop
erty. German and Spanish navies are leading patrols in seas near Horn of Africa. 

Meanwhile, James Carter used his De
cember I 0 acceptance speech for the 
Nobel Peace Prize to add his voice to the 
propaganda barrage against Iraq. The 
former president warned Baghdad that it 
must meet the United Nations Security 
Council's demands to disarm. 

Imperialist naval task force 

In a subsequent interview with CNN 
Carter said that if inspectors determined Iraq 
had "weapons of mass destruction" a mili
tary attack would be in order. 

The image of Carter as a "man of peace" 
was invoked at some of the 150 antiwar 
events organized across the country Decem
ber 10. They were sponsored by a coalition 

of 70 groups called United for Peace. 
Actors Martin Sheen, Hector Elizando 

and Tony Shalhoub joined a rally in Los An
geles. Speaking at the rally, Elizando said, 
"It's time to stand up and declare ourselves 
as patriots concerned for our country." 

The actors are part of a larger group called 
Win Without War which includes the 
NAACP, the National Organization for 
Women, the National Council of Churches, 
and the Sierra Club. 

An ad on the group's web site signed by 
more than I 00 actors and artists states, "We 
are patriotic Americans who share the be
liefthat Saddam Hussein cannot be allowed 
to possess weapons of mass destruction." It 
went on to explain that while the group sup
ports "rigorous" inspections to ensure that 
Iraq disarms, a "preemptive" military inva
sion would "harm American nation inter
ests." Among the signers are high-ranking 
retired military officers. 

Berlin shares responsibility with the 
Spanish government for the one-year-old 
Task Force 150 operating in the Indian 
Ocean under the U.S. Central Command. On 
December I 0 troops based on two Spanish 
warships seized a north Korean ship carry
ing Scud missiles to Yemen. The Spanish 
command handed the ship over to U.S. of
ficers, who steered it toward the British co
lonial enclave of Diego Garcia. U.S. offi
cials expressed doubts that Yemen was the 
destination for the missiles; a "private 
buyer" or some other government might be 
involved, they said. 

Another Nobel peace laureate for imperialist war 

However, in face of protests by both 
Pyongyang and the Yemeni government, 
which said that the shipment belongs to it 
"and its army and [is] meant for defensive 
purposes;' the U.S. forces allowed the ship 
to resume its journey the next day. 

The incident shone a spotlight on the op
erations of the task force. "There is no ques
tion whose navies have the main role in the 

BY MICHAEL ITALIE 
With the Nobel Peace Prize in his grasp, 

former U.S. president James Carter is be
ing promoted more than ever as a "man of 
peace" whose name is sometimes invoked 
at rallies to protest the U.S. war drive against 
Iraq. 

Nobel committee chairman Gunnar Berge 
told reporters the selection of Carter "should 
be interpreted as a criticism" of the Bush 
administration's policy toward Iraq. 

Carter's record is not exactly one of 
peace. A look at his record in office shows 
that he has been an equal partner with other 
Democrats and Republicans in supporting 
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brutal dictators and advancing imperialist 
interests from the Middle East to Latin 
America and the Caribbean. 

It was President Carter who moved to re
instate draft registration, using his January 
1980 State of the Union speech to announce 
the decision. This step marked the begin
ning of a militarization drive whose impact 
we still feel today. The large-scale expan
sion of military spending began not with 
Ronald Reagan but Carter, late in his term. 
His administration undertook a systematic · 
counteroffensive to try to tum back the re
treat imposed on Washington by its defeat 
in Vietnam. That defeat was accompanied 
by an erosion of public belief in the truth
fulness of those who spoke for the institu
tions of capitalist government. 

Carter promotes himself as an advocate 
ofhuman rights in the Third World-an im
age that the big-business press works over
time to preserve. 

Again, his record in office belies the 
myth. Early in his administration, for ex
ample, the liberal president invited the 
bloodstained shah of Iran as his guest at a 
White House banquet, expressing his "per
sonal commitment" to strengthening ties 
with the monarch and supporting the "be
neficent" impact of Washington's military 
alliance with Iran. For good measure, the 
Washington, D.C., police fired teargas at the 
thousands of protesters outside the White 
House who demanded an end to U.S. sup
port for the dictator. 
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Carter nurtured a special antipathy toward 
the Cuban people, who made a revolution 
in 1959 to overthrow the U.S.-backed 
Batista dictatorship. In May 1980 he pro
claimed his "open heart and open arms" to 
welcome to those arriving from Cuba
claimed by the president to be fleeing a 
"communist dictatorship." 

Within days his arms were folded and his 
heart was hardened, as he ordered a halt to 
an air- and boatlift under way, and imposed 
restrictions on Cuban emigration even 
tighter than they were befon~ Cuba had 
opened the port of Marie I. 

At the same time Carter maintained a 
strict policy of denying political asylum for 
those fleeing the Duvalier dictatorship in 
Haiti-a regime that never had to worry 
about a cutoff in military hardware from 
"human rights" Carter. 

Carter's speech at the Nobel Prize cer
emony was consistent with his record as a 
war president of a liberal stripe. Alongside 
the usual empty pacifist blather that "we will 
not learn to live together in peace by killing 
each other's children;' Carter endorsed the 
fundamentals of George Bush's policy all 
along the line. He warned Iraq that it must 
disarm because "the world insists that this 
be done." Later he told a CNN interviewer 
that if Iraq does not disarm, then a U.S. 
bombing campaign and invasion would not 
be "unprovoked." 

George Bush couldn't have said it better 
himself. 
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City officials press to reactivate 'red squads' 
BY SAM MANUEL 

Taking full advantage of the rulers' drive 
against civil liberties and workers' rights -
carried out under the guise of fighting "ter
rorism" -politicians and police departments 
in a number of cities are openly pressing to 
rehabilitate "red squad" operations that were 
officially curtailed during the 1970s and 80s. 
In a number of cases this involves an effort 
to strike down "consent decrees" and other 
restrictions on the cops' ability to spy on in
dividuals and organizations engaged in legal 
political activity. Cities from New York to 
Denver are affected by this push. 

In New York, city attorneys have asked a 
judge to toss out a 1985 consent decree in 
which the police agreed to stop gathering 
files on individuals or organizations when 
there was no evidence of a crime. The cops 
claim such restrictions prevent them from 
investigating possible acts of terrorism. 

The decree prohibits police from photo
graphing and carrying out surveillance of 
political demonstrations. To do so the cops 
would have to establish grounds for suspi
cion of criminal activity and get the permis
sion of a three-person commission. That 
body consists of two high ranking cops and 
a "civilian" appointed by the mayor. 

Invoking the September 11, 2001 attack 
on the World Trade Center the attorneys said, 
"The New York City Police Department had 
no conception of the challenge it would face 
in protecting the city and its people from 
international terrorism," when it signed the 
consent decree. 

David Cohen, former deputy director of 
the Central Intelligence Agency who is now 
deputy commissioner for intelligence of the 
New York Police Department, has said in 
court papers that the decree endangers the 
safety ofNewYorkers, but offers no specif
ics. As an example of the kind of surveil
lance that is currently restricted, a city offi
cial said the cops would not be able to infil
trate mosques where they allege terrorist acts 
may be in the planning stages. 

the Chicago police department's red squad. 
Lawyers of the city and police hailed the 
reversal saying it would allow the cops to 
get information on hate groups, photograph 
and videotape demonstrations, and share 
information with police across the country 
in monitoring suspected "terrorists." 

The 1974 lawsuit which resulted in the 
Chicago decree revealed that the red squad 
had routinely "engaged in burglaries, thefts 
of property and money, blackmail, warrant
less wiretaps, illegal arrests [and] provoca
tions." Squad members worked hand in 
glove with right-wing goon outfits such as 
the Legion of Justice. Members of the latter 
group invaded the Chicago offices of the 
Socialist Workers Party armed with clubs 
and mace, injuring several people. 

The cops provided the legion with mace, 
tear gas, electronic surveillance equipment, 
money, and protection for the raids. In re
turn, the legionnaires turned over files, 
records, and books they seized to the cop 
agencies. 

In a December 1969 pre-dawn raid, Chi
cago police killed Black Panther Party lead
ers Fred Hampton and Mark Clark as they 
slept in their beds. Court records revealed 
that the chief of Panther security and 
Hampton's bodyguard, William O'Neal, 
was an FBI infiltrator. O'Neal provided a 
detailed floor plan of the apartment shortly 
before the raid. 

In 1960 the Chicago cops boasted ofhav
ing files on 117,000 "local" individuals, 
14l,OOO"out of town" subjects, and 14,000 
organizations. The red squad consisted of 
500 cops, 600 civilian informants, and 250 
occasional informants. 

Task force in Portland 
In Portland, Oregon, the city council re

cently defied broad opposition to renew a 
cooperation agreement between its police 
department and the FBI known as the Port
land Joint Terrorism Task Force. Just days 
before the council's approval the Portland 
Tribune broke a story on police compila
tion of thousands of files on political activ
ists and groups in the city. 

In his presentation to the council support
ing renewal of the agreement, city police 

.Miiitan't 
Cop photographs protesters at demonstration against U.S. policy toward Iraq in Bir
mingham, Alabama, February 19, 1998. Officials in a number of cities are pressing to 
give local cops more leeway to spy on individuals and groups engaged in legal activities. 

chief Mark Kroeker pointed to a string of 
"environmentally related property crimes." 
Students at the state university had been 
charged in connection with the arson oflog
ging trucks in Eagle Creek. 

Environmental organizations had carried 
out a three-year campaign to halt the sale of 
timber from the forest area. Portland Busi
ness Alliance representative Tim Crocker 
also testified in favor of the task force, stat
ing that Oregon faces an increasing threat 
of "ecoterrorism." 

Along with the Eagle Creek arrest, Chief 
Kroeker also pointed to the arrest of Sheik 
Mohammed Abdirahman Kariye, religious 
leader of the city's largest mosque. Kariye 
was arrested after cops claimed to have found 
trace amounts of TNT on his luggage. Test 
for the substance done by the FBI came back 
negative a few days after the hearing. The 

cops later charged Kariye with fraudulent use 
of a Social Security number. 

In March Denver mayor Wellington Webb 
admitted that city police have "3,200 files 
on individuals and another 208 records on 
organizations." The story broke open at a 
press conference held by the Colorado 
American Civil Liberties Union. 

Among those in the files are a Franciscan 
nun, the American Friends Service Commit
tee, and the Chiapas Coalition, which orga
nizes support for indigenous groups in 
Chiapas, Mexico. All three were labeled in 
the file as "criminal extremists." In face of 
mounting pressure the mayor issued a state
ment saying that the cops had gone too far 
and that "no information about political, 
religious, or social views, associations, or 
activities should be collected unless the in
formation relates to criminal activity." 

City attorneys have offered to present 
their case to the judge on condition that it 
be in private and that civil liberties attor
neys supporting the decree not be present. 
The judge demurred, suggesting that attor
neys supporting the decree should be al
lowed to be present, but that he would place 
them under a gag order. Lawyers who filed 
the original case resulting in the decree have 
strongly opposed that arrangement. 

Heating subsidy cuts will/eave many in the cold 
In the 1950s the department's "Red 

Squad" compiled voluminous files on po
litical meetings and organizations, develop
ing lists of "subversives" which it turned 
over to Congress and the FBI. 

Twa-decades later members of the Black 
Panther Party were tried on charges of con
spiring to blow up department stores, a po
lice precinct, the New Haven Railroad, and 
the Botanical Garden in the Bronx. The po
lice had so many agents in the group that 
jurors could not distinguish between the ac
tivities of the Panthers and the undercover 
agents provocateurs. In one case an under
cover cop gave members of the group a map 
and a rental car, urging them to carry out an 
armed robbery. 

In that case the jury took just three hours 
to acquit the Panthers. Within weeks defense 
attorneys filed the class-action law suit 
which resulted in the decree. 

Chicago--consent decree reversed 
Early last year a court reversed a consent 

decree which placed some restrictions on 
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BY MAURICE WILLIAMS 
Hundreds of thousands ofworking-class 

families across the United States may be 
forced to choose between freezing or going 
hungry this winter. 

The Bush administration is proposing to 
ax $300 million from the $1.7 billion Low 
Income Home Energy Assistance Program 
(LIHEAP), a federal program that provides 
energy subsidies to some 4.5 million people. 
If the projected cuts are enacted some 
438,000 families will lose financial assis
tance for their heating bills. 

The pr.oposed reduction is the latest cut
back to LIHEAP, which was established in 
1981. Funding for the program peaked in 
1986 at $2.1 billion and steadily declined 
to $1.3 billion in 1995. By 1997 it stood at 
$1 billion, before being increased to the 
current level. 

The 1997 cuts were part of a package of 
reductions in social spending incorporated 
into the 1996 Personal Responsibility and 
Work Opportunity ReconciliationAct signed 
into law by William Clinton. The law's prin
cipal aim was to eliminate the federally 

C.pitallsiB's World Disorder: 
Working-Class Politics at the Millennium 

Jack Barnes 
"The capitalist rulers offer us social disaster. They 
offer us depression. They offer us death from 
curable disease. They offer us war. They offer us 
fascism. They offer us an unending list of horrors. 
But we offer ourselves the ability to prevent 
those horrors from becoming the final reality, the 
confidence that we can transform that future." 
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funded entitlement, Aid to Families with De
pendent Children, which was part ofthe 1935 
Social Security Act. The Democratic presi
dent had promised to "end welfare as we 
know it" during his 1992 election campaign. 

In the face of the economic slowdown, 
combined with rising utility rates and other 
cuts in social entitlements, the slashing of 
LIHEAP means many working-class fami
lies will have a rough time staying warm 
this winter. Under the proposed cuts, still to 
be approved by Congress, 80,000 people in 
the state of New York will be kicked out of 
the heating program. In Illinois another 
35,000 will be eliminated. 

People's Energy, the Chicago utility com
pany that provides natural gas service to 
nearly 1 million people in the city, has re
ported that some 10,000 customers are go
ing without heating service. According to 

media reports many families have had their 
natural gas service disconnected for at least 
two years. 

Ann Brown, a 75-year-old resident, told 
reporters that her gas service had been shut 
off two years ago when utility rates soared 
and she fell behind in payments. "I couldn't 
pay the gas bill and keep my lights on," she 
said, explaining that she pays $700 of her 
$1,000 monthly Social Security check to
ward her house mortgage. Brown heats her 
home with electric space heaters. 

In late November protesters in Chicago 
demonstrated outside the People's Energy 
building and the mayor's office demanding 
that the utility restore service to homes 
where the natural gas had been disconnected 
because of nonpayment. Government offi
cials in Illinois claim that there are no funds 
to resume the service. 

UK firefighters union suspends strikes 
BY ANNE MACDONALD 

DUNDEE, Scotland-Leaders of the Fire 
Brigades Union (FBU) in the United King
dom announced December 12 that the next 
round of strike action, scheduled to start four 
days later; has been suspended while con
tract talks proceed with conciliation service 
ACAS. 

The strike, due to begin December 16, 
would have been the third national strike 
staged by the 55,000 firefighters during the 
current fight. Organized in November, both 
previous actions sparked a fury of state
ments by government and business figures 
in opposition to the union. Roughly 19,000 
members of the armed forces were mobi
lized to operate firetrucks during the No
vember 13 and 22 stoppages, which lasted 
two days and eight days respectively. 

On December 7 thousands of firefighters 
mobilized in London in a march and rally 
to build support for their struggle. 

The unionists are fighting for a wage raise 
to defend their living standards, and at the 
same time resisting proposals by the gov-

ernment and their employers in the Local 
Government Association (LGA) to slash 
jobs and services. 

In calling off the strike, FBU general sec
retary Andy Gilchrist said that the union is 
"determined to achieve a serious and signifi
cant increase in pay for our members and we 
hope to do this through negotiation. How
ever, should progress halt or fail," he added, 
"or if the government or our employers are 
no longer seriously negotiating on our claim, 
the executive will not hesitate to instruct 
members to take further strike action." At 
present more national stoppages are sched
uled for January 28 and February 1. 

LGA officials and Deputy Prime Minis
ter John Prescott welcomed the FBU's de
cision to suspend the strike, which was due 
to end on Christmas Eve. The government 
has indicated its determination to face down 
the firefighters. A spokesman for Prescott 
said, "The government's position remains 
clear: any settlement must be within the 
framework set out by the deputy prime min
ister." 
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Lott's racist record sparks controversy 
BY MICHAEL ITALIE 

Incoming Senate majority leader Trent 
Lott sparked controversy with comments he 
made at a December 5, 1 OOth birthday party 
for Republican Senator Strom Thurmond of 
South Carolina. Lott, a Mississippi Repub
lican, praised Thurmond's 1948 presiden
tial bid, stating that "when Strom Thurmond 
ran for president, we voted for him. We're 
proud of it. And if the rest of the country 
had followed our lead, we wouldn't have 
had all these problems over all these years, 
either." 

Thurmond, then governor of South Caro
lina, ran for president in 1948 as the nomi
nee of the States' Rights Democratic Party, 
also known as the Dixiecrats. That same year 
the Dixiecrats had broken from the Demo
cratic Party to form an explicitly racist, pro
segregation party, adopting a platform that 
said, "We stand for the segregation of the 
races and the racial integrity of each race." 

During his campaign Thurmond declared, 
"All the laws ofWashington and all the bayo
nets of the Army cannot force the Negro into 
our homes, our schools, our churches." 
Thurmond carried the election in Missis
sippi, Alabama, Louisiana, and South Caro
lina, receiving 39 electoral votes. 

A decade later, in 1957, Thurmond made 
history again in his attempt to block civil 
rights legislation, embarking on a record
breaking 24-hour-plus filibuster on the Sen
ate floor. 

Trent Lott's praise for the segregationist 
senator was denounced within a week by 
politicians from both parties. Former vice 
president Albert Gore rebuked Lott, and 
Democratic presidential hopeful John Kerry, 
senator from Massachusetts, called for Lott 
to step down from his leadership position 

Above, unionists and other partici
pants in 1963 March on Washington 
demanding civil rights for Blacks. 
Right, Dixiecrats at 1948 Alabama 
state convention of States' Rights 
Democratic Party that promoted 
racist segregation. Senator Trent 
Lott got into hot water with his re- · 
cent praise of Strom Thurmond's 
presidential bid as States' Rights 
candidate in 1948 election. 

in the Senate. 
Lott apologized days later for "a poor 

choice of words." 
President Bush tried to minimize the dam

age to the Republican Party and prove his 

credentials as an opponent of racism, stat
ing, ''Any suggestion that the segregated past 
was acceptable or positive is offensive and 
wrong." Bush's spokesman added, however, 
that ths: president did not think that Lott 

Commentators promote myth of 'white vote' 
BY PATRICK O'NEILL 

Among the flood of commentary on the 
November elections in the United States, 
one theme that stood out was the argument 
by some big-business publications and poli
ticians that the Republican Party's victories 
were due to its allegedly greater success in 
getting out the "white vote." 

The argument that there is such a thing 
as a "white vote" is a reactionary one. It re
inforces ruling-class efforts to cajole work
ing people who are not members of op
pressed nationalities into thinking of them-

NEWS ANALYSIS 
selves as "white" and to persuade them they 
have interests and concerns different from, 
and even hostile to, those of Blacks and 
other working people. It also fits in with the 
employers' efforts to draw workers and 
farmers into identifying themselves as 
"Americans" with something in common 
with U.S. bosses. 

Since the 2000 elections, the Senate has 
been divided almost evenly between the two 
main capitalist parties. In the recent elec
tions, the Republican Party of President 
George Bush gained a slight majority in the 
Senate: 51 seats, up from 49. The Demo
crats won 48 seats. The "independent" sena
tor, James Jeffords, who last year quit the 
Republican Party, remains a Democratic ally 
on many issues. 

November elections 
In the House the Republicans increased 

their majority by five seats to 228, against 
204 for the Democrats. 

The Senate balance remains so tight that 
in the recent controversy over remarks by 
Sen. Trent Lott, the Mississippi politician's 
vague threat of resigning-not only as ma
jority leader but from the Senate itself
posed the possibility that the Republican 
Party would again lose its majority, given 
that his replacement would be appointed by 
Mississippi's Democratic governor. 

Some 40 percent of the electorate-two 
out of five eligible voters-turned out to 
vote, about average for a midterm election. 

The Democratic Party did somewhat 
better in the state elections, picking up at 
least three more governorships than pre
viously. 

"Analyzing" these results, right-wing 
commentators have devoted their share of 
ink to "explanations" of the alleged impact 

of the "white voter." 
It was the liberal New York Times, how

ever that was among the first to announce 
the "story," in a November 9 piece entitled, 
"Democratic Analysts Blame Some Losses 
on the Failure to Win Moderate Whites." 

In the middle of their article, Times re
porters James Yardley and Dana Canedy 
admitted to an "absence of demographic 
information" backing up Democratic Party 
officials' assertions. They blamed ''the de
cision by Voter News Service not to poll 
voters leaving the booth." 

Nevertheless, they wrote, Democratic of
ficials have used "independent surveys of 
voters at the polls and an examination of turn
out in crucial counties." 

These politicians assert that although "mi
nority voters turned out in respectable num
bers and voted Democratic ... the party appar
ently lost thousands of moderate white vot
ers who supported Bill Clinton and helped 
elect Southern Democratic governors in 1998 
and 2000." 

Democrat Gayle Andrews told the Times, 
"I don't think we paid attention to white 
voters." Andrews is a party consultant in 
Florida, where the party's candidate, Will
iam McBride, lost by a wide margin to Re
publican Governor John Ellis Bush. "He was 
thought to be the sort of white moderate who 
could attract swing voters," wrote Yardley 
and Canedy. 

Other commentators echoed these views. 
USA Today coliunnist De Wayne Wickham 
argued that the elections were shaped by 
divergent "mind-sets of black and white 
voters." Sean Wilentz of the liberal online 
magazine Salon. com maintained in dramatic 
language that "the Republicans' historic 
victories" were due to "a surge in white voter 
turnout in the rural South." 

Speaking even more forcefully, colum
nist Steven Sailer claimed that the "star tum" 
in the elections "was taken by ... the Invis
ible Giant of American politics: the white 
electorate." 

Sailer's commentaries were carried by the 
right-wing magazine National Review 
Online, which headlined the article, "The 
Color of Election 2002." 

· "Republicans triumphed not by broaden
ing their tent to include more minority vot
ers," wrote Sailer. "Rather, they motivated 
more whites to tum out and vote GOP." 

The pundit warned Republicans that con
tinuing immigration is eroding "their white 
base's share of the population." He sug
gested one possible solution: to further re
strict the influx of working people from 
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abroad, or, in his words, "to alter the immi
gration system so that it admits fewer po
tential Democrats." 

Ideological purpose ofthe myth ofrace 
The assumptions behind statements that 

"white voters" form a distinct social iden
tity have no scientific value. The concept of 
race itself is a social construct of capitalist 
social relations, not a fact of biology. 

These concepts, however, do serve an ideo
logical purpose for the ruling class. The myth 
that there is a ''white" nationality is promoted 
to divide working people and undermine soli
darity with the struggles of oppressed nation
alities against discrimination. 

By contrast with this myth, the Black na
tionality is a fact; Black consciousness is a 
historic, progressive conquest. The Black 
nationality in the United States was forged 
by the course of development that capital
ism took in this country following the de
feat of Radical Reconstruction in the late 
1870s, with the brutal, systemic oppression 
that was imposed on the Black population
and by the massive struggles led by Blacks 
against this oppression over much more than 
a century. 

The November elections marked an epi
sodic high point for the Republican Party. 
As the economic depression continues to 
deepen, and as the unpredictable conse
quences of Washington's war drive unfold, 
the Democratic Party will rise in its tum
parallel to the pattern seen in other parts of 
the world with the electoral victories of so
cial democratic and other bourgeois reform
ist currents. 

In the United States, the rulers will seek 
to channel working-class moods of resis
tance into voting for the Democrats as a 
"lesser evil." That is the way the two-party 
system functions. 

For now, forces in the U.S. workers move
ment that pinned their hopes on electoral 
gains for the Democrats are dispirited and 
in disarray. 

In the 2000 elections, some of these 
forces sought to explain away the defeat of 
Albert Gore-who had already served for 
eight years as vice president of the world's 
most brutal imperialist government-by 
claiming a Republican "coup." Unable to 
use such an argument in the 2002 elections, 
they are susceptible to blaming workers for 
the Republican election gains, while they 
themselves fall more and more into the 
"American" and patriotic framework of 
bourgeois politics today. 

should step down. 
Senator Arlen Specter from Pennsylva

nia described Lott's praise for Thurmond's 
presidential bid as an "inadvertent slip, and 
his apology should end the discussion." One 
top Congressional official told the New York 
limes that Lott had been "Newtized," refer
ring to Newt Gingrich, the former House 
speaker who came to represent sharp attacks 
on social entitlement programs for working 
people. 

Under increasing pressure, Lott apolo
gized for his "terrible" mistake again De
cember 11 during a radio interview. His 
appearance on the program followed wide
spread publicity of the fact that he had ex
pressed identical sentiments in. similar words 
at a 1980 Ronald Reagan campaign rally in 
Mississippi. On that occasion Lott had said 
ofThurmond's 1948 campaign, "You know, 
if we had elected this man 30 years ago, we 
wouldn't be in the mess we are today." Lott 
insisted that his intent had been to honor 
the Dixiecrat's work on military and eco
nomic issues, not to endorse racial discrimi
nation. 

Apologies from the Mississippi senator 
and reassuring words from the president, 
however, have not stemmed the debate on 
the history of segregation and Lott's own 
record that the controversy has opened up. 
He has a 30-year career in the House and 
Senate, and became Senate Republican 
leader and majority leader in 1996. He was 
reelected majority leader last month with
out opposition. 

Time magazine reported that some 40 
years ago Lott had led an effort to block the 
acceptance of Blacks into his all-white fra
ternity at the University of Mississippi. 
Other critics highlighted his 1983 vote 
against a federal holiday for Martin Luther 
King, Jr., his 1982 vote against the exten
sion of the Voting Rights Act, and his ef
forts to restore citizenship to Jefferson 
Davis, president of the Confederacy in the 
Civil War. In 1978, President James Carter 
signed into law then-congressman Lott's bill 
to grant citizenship to the leader of the 
slavocracy. 

Dockworkers to 
vote on contract 
in January 
BY DEBORAH LIATOS 

SAN FRANCISCO-Some 1 0,500West 
Coast dockworkers, locked in a dispute with 
shipping bosses for seven months, will vote 
on a contract proposal in the second week 
of January. 

The document had been provisionally 
adopted November 23 by representatives of 
the International Longshore and Warehouse 
Union (ILWU) and the Pacific Maritime 
Association (PMA). On December 12 some 
80 union representatives voted to place it 
before the membership for a ballot that will 
take place January 6-13. 

The margin of approval on December 12 
was 94 percent. Opposition came from sev
eral members representing marine clerks in 
the Bay Area and at several other ports from 
Seattle to San Diego. The positions of about 
400 clerks would be lost under the contract's 
terms. The employers said they will offer the 
clerks union jobs elsewhere on the docks. 

The proposed six-year agreement in
cludes pension increases, improvements in 
health benefits, and a $3 per hour wage raise. 

Negotiations on a new contract began in 
May. In the following months workers held 
a number of solidarity rallies and pickets as 
they reached out for support. They explained 
that the bosses' "modernization" proposals
backed vociferously by big-business politi
cians and media-will involve an accelera
tion of work speedup and attacks on safety 
conditions. Seven people have been killed 
while working the docks so far this year. 

The dockworkers won considerable sup
port from other workers for their fight against 
the bosses' attacks. In late September the 
PMA locked out the longshore workers. Af
ter 10 days, on October 8, President George 
Bush invoked the anti-union Taft Harley Act 
to reopen the ports and resume work under 
the terms of the expired contract. 

Deborah Liatos is a member of the United 
Food and Commercial Werkers union Lo
cal120. 



At Mexico book fair, 
Cuban Revolution 
is a topic of debate 
BY NORTON SANDLER 

GUADALAJARA, MEXICO-The 16th 
Guadalajara International Book Fair, held from 
November 30 to December 8, attracted an es
timated 420,000 people, according to prelimi
nary figures released by its organizers. 

The annual book fair, held in Mexico's 
second-largest city, is a major event in the 
Americas, attracting prominent writers and 
other cultural figures. It is a major gathering 
point for booksellers, distributors, publish
ers, and librarians from many countries, in
cluding the United States and Canada. This 
year some 1 ,300 publishing houses from 
more than 30 countries took part in the event, 
bringing more than 80,000 titles (an earlier 
article reporting on this year's book fair ap
peared in the December 16 issue). 

Fair coincides with student conference 
One of the features of this year's event 

was the fact that it overlapped with the 13th 
congress of the Continental Organization of 
Latin American and Caribbean Students 
(OCLAE), which drew nearly 1,200 youth 
from across the Americas. The meeting fo
cused on the social catastrophe facing mil
lions in Latin America and the Caribbean 
and how to address this crisis in the inter
ests of working people. 

On December 1, hundreds of youth at
tending the OCLAE congress visited the 
book fair, injecting it with an added youth
ful and political element. 

This year the honored country was Cuba. 
Throughout the 10-day event, Cuba's large 
pavilion was packed with visitors. It featured 
a range of books from Cuban publishers. 

Some 90 fair events were organized with 
Cuban participants, including book presen
tations, panels, and workshops. Among the 
prominent Cuban novelists, poets, writers, 
and performers who joined in these activi
ties were Miguel Barnet, Anton Arrufat, 
Nancy Morejon, Roberto Fernandez 
Retamar, Cintio Vitier, andAliciaAlonso. On 
the opening day of the fair, poet and essayist 
Vitier received the Juan Rulfo prize, a presti
gious Latin American literary award that is 
given out each year during the book fair. 

A panel featuring Cuban poet Norberto 
Codina also included Cubans who are par
tisans of the revolution but live outside the 
country. Codina is the editor of La Gaceta 
de Cuba, the magazine ofthe Union ofWrit
ers and Artists of Cuba (UNEAC). 

als associated with Letras Libres, a publica
tion opposed to the Cuban Revolution that is 
financed in part by the Mexican government. 
The issue of Letras Lib res produced prior the 
book fair was devoted to the topic of ''the 
dictatorship" and concentrated on various 
scenarios for the overthrow of the revolution 
following the death ofPresident Fidel Castro. 
The panelists were Roger Bartra, Rafael 
Rojas, Christopher Dominguez, and Jose 
Manuel Prieto, all opponents of the revolu
tion who operate in academic circles. 

Among those packing the meeting room 
where this event was held were activists from 
the Mexican movement in solidarity with 
Cuba, as well as some youth, including from 
Cuba who attending the OCLAE congress. 

After the four speakers finished their pre
sentations, numerous audience members 
took the microphone at the front and began 
to denounce the panelists. They were called 
traitors to Cuba, funded by the CIA. Chants 
of "Cuba si, yanqui no" erupted on several 
occasiOns. 

Notable in contrast were remarks during 
the discussion by Eliades Acosta, director 
of the Jose Marti National Library in Ha
vana, who calmly defended the Cuban Revo
lution. "Ours is a revolution that does not 
curtail anything," said Acosta, responding 
to charges that artistic expression is re
stricted on the island. 

At the meeting Acosta handed out a state
ment condemning the provocation staged by 
backers of Letras Lib res. It said, "This is
sue of Letras Libres is out of sync with the 
cultured, revolutionary, and rebel spirit of 
the Cuban people." 

Anti-Cuba campaign in media 
This event was followed the next few days 

by a virulent campaign against Cuba in the 
daily papers here. Enrique Krause, editor of 
Letras Libres, issued a statement saying the 
book fair organizers had been·kidnapped by 
the Cuban government. 

A column by Mexican writer Gabriel Zaid 
accused supporters of the revolution of 
"low-intensity terrorism" against artists in 
Cuba, echoing a theme raised in the panel 
presentations. Also widely printed was a 
statement issued December 4 by right-wing 
Peruvian novelist Mario Vargas Llosa and 
27 other academic figures asserting that the 
"totalitarian practices of Castro have stained 

Militant/Above, Darryl 
Sheppard; right, Eva Chertov 

Pathfinder booth at 
Guadalajara Interna
tional Book Fair. Volun
teers at the booth were 
kept busy with a con
stant stream of visitors. 
Cuba was the honored 
country this year. Oppo
nents of the Cuban 
Revolution failed in 
their efforts to slander 
the revolution and dis
tract attention from its 
cultural and political 
accomplishments. 

a prestigious Latin America cultural event." 
The leadership of the Cuban delegation 

answered the slander campaign. Abel Prieto, 
Cuba's Minister of Culture, noted that Letras 
Lib res was produced in order to attack Cuba, 
not for literary thought. 

Iroel Sanchez, president of the Cuban 
Book Institute, said in a December 3 state
ment that Cuba "did not come to the book 
fair to carry out political propaganda." He 
said "none of our panels, panel discussions, 
tributes, and literary presentations were of 
this character." · 

Opponents of the Cuban revolution used 
the media hue and cry as the buildup to a 
second official presentation on December 5 
by backers of Encuentro de Ia cultura 
cubana, an anti-Cuban Revolution magazine 
published in Spain. This event took place 
without any incidents. 

In an interview with the Mexico City daily 
LaJornada, Fernando Rojas, national direc
tor of Cuba's Community Cultural Institute, 

said Encuentro is not independent but had 
received grants from the National Endow
ment for Democracy, created in the 1980s as 
a wing ofthe U.S.InformationAgency. 

Simultaneously, the Cafe Literario that 
was part of the Cuban pavilion hosted an 
exchange between fair visitors and Silvio 
Rodriguez, Cintio Vitier, Eusebio Leal, and 
Roberto Fernandez Retamar. As part of this 
discussion, a statement was issued in the 
name of several prominent Cuban artists 
thanking the city of Guadalajara and the 
organizers of the book fair for allowing this 
opportunity for Cuban artists to be on dis
play, and for the outpouring of solidarity the 
Cuban delegation had received during the 
book fair from many people in Guadalajara. 

Fair organizers held a news conference 
on the final day to salute the Cuban partici
pation and to announce that Quebec will be 
honored at the 2003 book fair. 

Luis Madrid contributed to this article. 

Also attracting attention and receiving 
prominent press coverage were presentations 
by Fidel Castro Diaz-Balart on the scientific 
accomplishments of the Cuban Revolution 
and by Eusebio Leal on the effort to restore 
and preserve the architecture of Old Havana. 

Students, Workers jam Pathfinder booth 
Cuba also had a large presence of well

known musicians and dancers, from veteran 
singer Compay Segundo to the Cuban Na
tional Ballet. A December 1 exchange by 
singer Silvio Rodriguez with fair visitors 
drew an audience of 2,500. 

Opponents of the Cuban Revolution cam
paigned throughout the fair to slander the 
revolution and to distract attention away 
from its cultural accomplishments. Their 
efforts were largely unsuccessful. 

On December 1, as part of an official fair 
program, a panel was organized of individu-
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Che Guevara Talks 
to Young People 
Contains eight speeches from 
1960 to 1964. 
$14.95 

The Working Class and the 
Transformation of Learning 
The Fraud of Education Reform 
under Capitalism 
By Jack Barnes 
$3.00 

BY CANDACE WAGNER 
GUADALAJARA, Mexico-At many 

points during the nine-day long Guadalajara 
International Book Fair, the Pathfinder 
booth was so crowded with visitors that it 
took some perseverance to get in. 

The U.S.-based publisher carried a dis
play of hundreds of books and pamphlets 
by revolutionary leaders, and about the les
sons of the modern working-class move
ment. Pathfinder publishes books ranging 
from works by Marx and Engels to the 
speeches of Cuban revolutionary leaders 
Fidel Castro and Ernesto Che Guevara, to 
books by communist leaders in the United 

States. 
Jamming the booth, 

young people; workers, 
and others who had 
bought some of these 
books in previous years 
contended with those dis
covering this revolution
ary arsenal for the first 
time. 

A total of 545 Path
finder books were sold at 
the fair, about 20 percent 
more than last year. Read
ers purchased 135 differ-
ent titles. 

Isaac Gallaga, an En

Visit www.pathfinderpress.com to order. Please add 
$3.00 for shipping and handling. Also available 
from bookstores, including those listed on page 14. 

glish teacher in 
Guadalajara who has 
come to the Pathfinder 
stand at the fair for the last 
three years, said, "I'm 
tired of reading what 

people want me to read. I want to read what 
great revolutionaries like Malcolm, Che, and 
Fidel have to say. That's why I come to the 
fair." 

Jose Luis Ortega and several friends came 
to the booth the first day and explained the 
fight they are involved in for student rights 
at their high school. He returned twice for 
more discussions. After reading The Work
ing Class and the Transformation ojLearn
ing by Jack Barnes, he came back and 
bought Their Trotsky and Ours to learn more 
about an international revolutionary per
spective. Seven copies of that new title were 
sold, along with five copies in Spanish of 
The History of American Trotskyism, by 
James P. Cannon, a founding leader of the 
Socialist Workers Party. 

Victor Martinez and five friends from his 
high school came by to browse the books. 
In an interview, they explained the crisis that 
small farmers and cattle ranchers face in 
Mexico. "The situation facing hog farmers 
is that the farmers used to export to the 
United States. Now the United States is ship
ping pork here;' Martinez said. "Agriculture 
as a livelihood is finished for many people." 
He said the trade pacts signed between the 
U.S. and Mexican governments is respon
sible for this crisis. 

Explaining why Mexican farmers have a 
hard time competing with U.S. agriculture, 
the students said that in the United States 
there is greater use of modern technology, 
allowing better feeding, disease prevention, 
and artificial fattening of the livestock. 
"There are big slaughterhouses in places like 
Nebraska where they process them," one 

youth noted. 
Asked how they knew so much about 

farming, the youth explained that many of 
them work on farms during school vaca
tions.A couple have relatives that raise ani
mals outside of the city. They were surprised 
to hear that many small farmers in the United 
States are also being driven off the land. 

With Cuba the featured country at the 
book fair this year, the interest in books on 
the Cuban Revolution was even higher than 
on previous occasions. Fair visitors bought 
310 books related to the Cuban Revolution. 
The top seller at the booth was Che Guevara 
Talks to Young People: 69 were sold in Span
ish and 4 in English. 

The Transformation of Learning sold 65 
copies between the Spanish, English and 
French editions. A high school librarian 
from the Uni~ed States bought six copies to 
bring to her colleagues. 

Interest in Malcolm X 
There was also great interest in the title 

Malcolm X Talks to Young People, published 
for the first time in Spanish just in time for 
the fair. Twenty-one copies were sold. The 
photos and captions in the book depicting the 
Black rights struggle in the United States in 
the 1960s were a feature that attracted many. 
A student asked Nan Bailey, a garment 
worker from LosAngeles staffing the display, 
"Where 's the Malcolm X?" He had just heard 
a report on the Guadalajara University radio 
station about the Pathfinder booth that men
tioned some of the featured titles. 

"Why is The Jewish Question only pub
Continued on Page 15 
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Lenin on the social roots of opportunism 
Printed below is an excerpt from the 

December 1916 article "Imperialism and 
the split in socialism," by V.I. Lenin, the 
central leader of the Bolshevik party that 
led workers and farmers to power in the 
October 1917 Russian Revolution. The ar
ticle, originally published in the Bolshe
vik newspaper Sbornik Sotsial-Demokra
ta, addresses the social root&.of opportun
ism within the working-class movement 
that developed among those socialists 
who, in the name of "national defense," 
sided with their "own" imperialist bour
geoisie when World War I broke out in 
1914. This led to a split between the revo
lutionary wing and the reformists and 
centrists who dominated the parties ofthe 
Socialist International. The article ap
pears in Lenin ~Struggle for a Revolution
ary International, part of the series "The 
Communist International in Lenin's 
Time." Copyright© 1984 by Pathfinder 
Press, reprinted by permission. Subhead
ings are by the Militant. 

BY V.I. LENIN 
Is there any connection between imperi

alism and the monstrous and disgusting vic
tory opportunism (in the form of social
chauvinism) has gained over the labour 
movement in Europe? 

French troops at Verdun, France, in 1916. In ·world War I, opportunists in workers 
movement sided with "own" imperialist bourgeoisie in the name of "national defense." 

This is the fundamental question of mod
em socialism. And having in our Party lit
erature fully established, first, the imperial
ist character of our era and of the present war, 
and, second, the inseparable historical con
nection between social-chauvinism and op
portunism, as well as the intrinsic similarity 
of their political ideology, we can and must 
proceed to analyse this fundamental question. 

We have to begin with as precise and full 
a definition of imperialism as possible. Im
perialism is a specific historical stage of 
capitalism. Its specific character is three
fold: imperialism is (1) monopoly capital
ism; (2) parasitic, or decaying capitalism; 
(3) moribund capitalism. The supplanting 
of free competition by monopoly is the fun
damental economic feature, the quintes
sence of imperialism. Monopoly manifests 
itself in five principal forms: (1) cartels, syn
dicates and trusts-the concentration of pro
duction has reached a degree which gives 
rise to these monopolistic associations of 
capitalists; (2) the monopolistic position of 
the big banks-three, four or five giant 
banks manipulate the whole economic life 
of America, France, Germany; (3) seizure 
of the sources of raw material by the trusts 
and the financial oligarchy (finance capital 
is monopoly industrial capital merged with 
bank capital); (4) the (economic) partition 
of the world by the international cartels has 
begun. There are already over one hundred 
such international cartels, which command 
the entire world market and divide it "ami
cably" among themselves-until war redi
vides it. 

The export of capital, as distinct from the 
export of commodities under non-monopoly 
capitalism, is a highly characteristic phe
nomenon and is closely linked with the eco
nomic and territorial-political partition of 
the world; (5) the territorial partition of the 
world (colonies) is completed. 

Imperialism, as the highest stage of capi
talism in America and Europe, and later in 
Asia, took final shape in the period 1898-
1914. The Spanish-American War (1898), 
the Anglo-Boer War (1899-1902), the 
Russo-Japanese War ( 1904-05) and the eco
nomic crisis in Europe in 1900 are the chief 
historical landmarks in the new era of world 
history. 

The fact that imperialism is parasitic or 
decaying capitalism is manifested first of all 
in the tendency to decay, which is charac-

teristic of every monopoly under the sys
tem of private ownership of the means of 
production. The difference between the 
democratic-republican and the reactionary
monarchist imperialist bourgeoisie is oblit
erated precisely because they are both rot
ting alive (which by no means precludes an 
extraordinarily rapid development of capi
talism in individual branches of industry, in 
individual countries, and in individual peri
ods). Secondly, the decay of capitalism is 
manifested in the creation of a huge stra
tum of rentiers, capitalists who live by "clip
ping coupons". In each of the four leading 
imperialist countries-England, U.S.A., 
France and Germany-capital in securities 
amounts to 100,000 or 150,000 million 
francs, from which each country derives an 
annual income of no less than five to eight 
thousand million. Thirdly, export of capital 
is parasitism raised to a high pitch. Fourthly, 
"finance capital strives for domination, not 
freedom". 

Political reaction all along the line is a 
characteristic feature of imperialism. Cor
ruption, bribery on a huge scale and all kinds 
of fraud. Fifthly, the exploitation of op
pressed nations-which is inseparably con
nected with annexations-and especially the 
exploitation of colonies by a handful of 
"Great" Powers, increasingly transforms the 
"civilised" world into a parasite on the body 
of hundreds of millions in the uncivilised 
nations. The Roman proletarian lived at the 
expense of society. Modem society lives at 
the expense of the modem proletarian. Marx 
specially stressed this profound observation 
of Sismondi. Imperialism somewhat 
changes the situation. A privileged upper 
stratum of the proletariat in the imperialist 
countries lives partly at the expense ofhun
dreds of millions in the uncivilised nations. 

It is clear why imperialism is moribund 
capitalism, capitalism in transition to social
ism: monopoly, which grows out of capital
ism, is already dying capitalism, the begin
ning of its transition to socialism. The tre
mendous socialisation oflabour by imperi
alism (what its apologists-the bourgeois 
economists-all "interlocking") produces 
the same result .... 

Monopoly.capitalism 
Imperialism is monopoly capitalism. Ev

ery cartel, trust, syndicate, every giant bank 
is a monopoly. Superprofits have not disap
peared; they still remain. The exploitation 
of all other countries by one privileged, fi-
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nancially wealthy country remains and has 
become more intense. A handful of wealthy 
countries-there are only four of them, if 
we mean independent, really gigantic, 
"modern" wealth: England, France, the 
United States and Germany-have devel
oped monopoly to vast proportions, they 
obtain superprofits running into hundreds, 
if not thousands, of millions, they "ride on 
the backs" of hundreds and hundreds of 
millions of people in other ·countries and 
fight among themselves for the division of 
the particularly rich, particularly fat and 
particularly easy spoils. 

This, in fact, is the economic and politi
cal essence of imperialism, the profound 
contradictions of which Kautsky glosses 
over instead of exposing. 

The bourgeoisie of an imperialist "Great" 
Power can economically bribe the upper 
strata of"its" workers by spending on this a 
hundred million or so francs a year, for its 
superprofits most likely amount to about a 
thousand million. And how this little sop is 
divided among the labour ministers, "labor 
representatives" (remember Engels's splen
did analysis of the term), labour members 
of war industries committees, labour offi
cials, workers belonging to the narrow craft 
unions, office employees, etc., etc., is a sec
ondary question. 

Between 1848 and 1868, and to a certain 
extent even later, only England enjoyed a 
monopoly: that is why opportunism could 
prevail there for decades. No other coun
tries possessed either very rich colonies or 
an industrial monopoly. · 

The last third of the nineteenth century 
saw the transition to the new, imperialist era. 
Finance capital not of one, but of several, 
though very few, Great Powers enjoys a 
monopoly. (In Japan and Russia the mo
nopoly of military power, vast territories, or 
special facilities for robbing minority na
tionalities, China, etc., partly supplements, 
partly takes the place of, the monopoly of 
modem, up-to-date finance capital.) This 
difference explains why England's mo
nopoly position could remain unchallenged 
for decades. 

The monopoly of modem finance capital 
is being frantically challenged; the era of 
imperialist wars has begun. It was possible 
in those days to bribe and corrupt the work
ing class of one country for decades. This is 
now improbable, if not impossible. But on 
the other hand, every imperialist "Great" 
Power can and does bribe smaller strata (than 
in England in 1848-68) of the "labour aris
tocracy". Formerly a "bourgeois labour 
party", to use Engels's remarkably profound 
expression, could arise only in one country, 
because it alone enjoyed a monopoly, but, 
on the other hand, it could exist for a long 
time. Now a "bourgeois labour party" is in
evitable and typical in all imperialist coun
tries; but in view of the desperate struggle 
they are waging for the division of spoils, it 
is improbable that such a party can prevail 
for long in a number of countries. For the 
trusts, the financial oligarchy, high prices, 
etc., while enabling the bribery of a handful 
in the top layers, are increasingly oppress
ing, crushing, ruining and torturing the mass 
ofthe proletariat and the semi-proletariat. 

On the one hand, there is the tendency of 
the bourgeoisie and the opportunists to con-

vert a handful of very rich and privileged 
nations into "eternal" parasites on the body 
of the rest of mankind, to "rest on the lau
rels" of the exploitation of Negroes, Indi
ans, etc., keeping them in subjection with 
the aid of the excellent weapons of exter
mination provided by modern militarism. 
On the other hand, there is the tendency of 
the masses, who are more oppressed than 
before and who bear the whole brunt of 
imperialist wars, to cast off this yoke and to 
overthrow the bourgeoisie. It is in the 
struggle between these two tendencies that 
the history of the labour movement will now 
inevitably develop. For the first tendency is 
not accidental; it is "substantiated" economi
cally. In all countries the bourgeoisie has 
already begotten, fostered and secured for 
itself "bourgeois labour parties" of social
chauvinists .... 

Economic privileges and sops 
On the economic basis referred to above, 

the political institutions of modem capital
ism-press, parliament, associations, con
gresses, etc.-have created political privi
leges and sops for the respectful, meek, re
formist and patriotic office employees and 
workers, corresponding to the economic 
privileges and sops. Lucrative and soft jobs 
in the government or on the war industries 
committees, in parliament and on diverse 
committees, on the editorial staffs of "re
spectable", legally published newspapers or 
on the management councils of no less re
spectable and "bourgeois law-abiding" trade 
unions-this is the bait by which the impe
rialist bourgeoisie attracts and rewards the 
representatives and supporters of the "bour
geois labour parties". 

The mechanics of political democracy 
works in the same direction. Nothing in our 
times can be done without elections; noth
ing can be done without the masses. And in 
this era of printing and parliamentarism it 
is impossible to gain the following of the 
masses without a widely ramified, system
atically managed, well-equipped system of 
flattery, lies, fraud, juggling with fashion
able and popular catchwords, and promis
ing all manner of reforms and blessings to 
the workers right and left-as long as they 
renounce the revolutionary struggle for the 
overthrow of the bourgeoisie. 

I would call this system Lloyd-Georgism, 
after the English Minister Lloyd George, one 
of the foremost and most dexterous repre
sentatives of this system in the classic land 
of the "bourgeois labour party". A first class 
bourgeois manipulator, an astute politician, 
a popular orator who will deliver any 
speeches you like, even r-r-revolutionary 
ones, to a labour audience, and a man who is 
capable of obtaining sizable sops for docile 
workers in the shape of social reforms (in
surance, etc.), Lloyd George serves the bour
geoisie splendidly, and serves it precisely 
among the workers, brings its influence pre
cisely to the proletariat, to where the bour
geoisie needs it most and where it finds it 
most difficult to subject the masses morally .... 

'Defenders of the fatherland' 
Neither we nor anyone else can calculate 

precisely what portion of the proletariat is 
following and will follow the social-chauvin
ists and opportunists. This will be revealed 
only by the struggle, it will be definitely de
cided only by the socialist revolution. But we 
know for certain that the "defenders of the 
fatherland" in the imperialist war represent 
only a minority. And it is therefore our duty, 
if we wish to remain socialists, to go down 
lower and deeper, to the real masses; this is 
the whole meaning and the whole purport of 
the struggle against opportunism. By expos
ing the fact that the opportunists and social
chauvinists are in reality betraying and sell
ing the interests of the masses, that they are 
defending the temporary privileges of a mi
nority of the workers, that they are the ve
hicles ofbourgeois ideas and influences, that 
they are really allies and agents of the bour
geoisie, we teach the masses to appreciate 
their true political interests, to fight for so
cialism and for the revolution through all the 
long and painful vicissitudes of imperialist 
wars and imperialist armistices. 

The only Marxist line in the world labour 
movement is to explain to the masses the 
inevitability and necessity of breaking with 
opportunism, to educate them for revolution 
by waging a relentless struggle against op
portunism, to utilise the experiences of the 
war to expose, not conceal, the utter vileness 
of national-liberallabour politics. 



Company at fault in 
Alabama mine deaths, 
gov't report confirms 
Continued from front page 
MSHA, David Lauriski, said the report cites 
Jim Walter Resources with 27 violations, 
including "eight violations directly contrib
uting to the explosion." 

Among the major violations cited by 
MSHA were company failure to adequately 
support the mine roof, inadequate rock dust
ing, which suppresses coal dust, and failure 
to initiate evacuation procedures immedi
ately after the first of two explosions. 

On September 23 of last year, four min
ers were working in the No.4 section of the 
mine. Three of them were building roof sup
ports to help fortify deteriorating roof con
ditions. A couple of hours into the evening 
shift, the roof fell in, burying a battery
charging station used to recharge a piece of 
equipment called a scoop. 

The felled rock from the roof released a 
quantity of explosive methane gas that came 
in contact with a spark from the damaged 
battery. This caused an explosion that ex
tended 200 feet in one direction and 500 feet 
in the other, injuring three of the miners and 
rendering one of them immobile. Those who 
could walk sought help. 

That second explosion caused 12 of the 
13 deaths, according to the MSHA report. 

The lack of attention to rock dusting and 
roof control by the mine bosses are common 
in underground mines throughout Alabama 
and across the country. A number of workers 
at the mine, including some of those killed 
in the explosion, had warned and pleaded 
with the company about the rock dusting and 
other safety questions. In the case of the Jim 
Walter Resources No. 5 mine, one of the gas
siest mines in the country and the deepest in 
the United States, the refusal to follow fed
eral safety regulations proved fatal. 

According to the MSHA report, at the 
time of the accident 31 citations through
out the mine had not been terminated. Cor
rections of the problems were due prior to 
the accident. Lauriski said the lack of rock 
dusting ''was a serious violation and a criti
cal factor in the force of the explosion." 
Government figures show the Jim Walter 
mine owners have a record of disregard for 
the safety of miners. Between 1995 and 
2001 the company was issued 2,987 safety 
violations and action orders from MSHA, 
and fines of$594,276. 

The families of 1 0 of the miners killed in 

Members and supporters of UMWA Local 2368 assembling for memorial march in 
Brookwood, Alabama, to pay tribute to 13 miners kiUed in Sept. 23, 2001, explosion in 
Jim Walter Resources Blue Creek No. 5 mine. 

the explosions have filed wrongful death 
lawsuits against Jim Walter Resources. 
Jimmy King, who represents six of the fami
lies, told the Tuscaloosa News on Decem
ber 14, "To get the attention of the compa
nies involved in this, it'll take $350 million 
or maybe half a billion dollars. It's big busi
ness, and when you deal with big business, 
you don't get their attention by a fine. 
They'll pay the fine and they'll keep killing 
people." 

The 27 citations against the company 
could carry a total maximum fine of $1.5 

million. 
Kyle Parks, spokesperson for Walter In

dustries, parent company of JWR, said the 
bosses "believe our mines are safe and in 
compliance with all applicable regulations." 
As for MSHA's findings against the com
pany, Kyle stated, "We're going to give them 
more information we hope will cause them 
to come to a different conclusion." 

Brian Taylor is a member of the UMWA and 
an underground coal miner at the Oak 
Grove Mine in Alabama. The initial explosion burst apart several 

ventilation controls. This "shprt circuited" 
ventilation, meaning it interrupted the 
proper flow of air through the mines neces
sary to flush away and prevent accumula
tion of methane and gaseous hazards. The 
result: more methane began to build up. 
Electrical power to No. 4 section was cut 
off, as is standard during a fire or explo
sion. But the deadly mixture of gas reached 
the end of No. 4 section and a block light 
(similar to a traffic light), which was hooked 
in to a separate power source. 

1966 transit strike showed power of working class 

While miners tried to alert others, the 
foreman called outside to the surface. 
Lauriski told reporters at the press confer
ence that the foreman underground knew an 
explosion had occurred, and relayed that fact 
to the bosses outside. In a follow-up ques
tion, a reporter asked, "So you are saying 
that the management knew an actual explo
sion had occurred and did not communicate 
that fact to miners underground?" Lauriski 's 
response was "Yes, that is correct." 

After the first explosion, more workers 
were sent by the company to the No. 4 sec
tion in the mine to fight what many were 
told was a fire. As the workers converged 
at the No.4 section, a second, massive ex
plosion was triggered. This blast, believed 
to have started when methane came in con
tact with the block light, was given "new 
life" by the fine coal dust raised into the air, 
a summary of the report stated. 

The Changing Face 
of U.S. Politics 

Jack Barnes 

In January 1966, the Transport Work
ers Union waged a 13-day strike that 
halted public transportation in New York. 
Following are excerpts from an article by 
Socialist Workers Party leader Farrell 
Dobbs assessing the significance of the 
strike in the Jan. 3, 1966, Militant. (See 
page 15 for coverage of current New York 
transit workers' contract fight.) 

BY FARRELL DOBBS 
Young people today ha~e had little 

chance to perceive the inherent social 
power of the working class. All their lives 
they have seen the unions dominated by a 
gang ofbureaucrats who truckle to the capi
talist class. These misleaders oflabor sup
port the brutal imperialist foreign policy 
of the ruling class. They give only lip ser
vice to the Freedom Now struggle of the 
Negro people, the vast majority of whom 
are workers. 

At the point of production the bureau
crats act to cripple the union power, usurp
ing workers' democracy to impose their 
own dictatorial rule over the union mem
bership. They keep labor tied to capitalist 
politics, leaving the governmental power 

A handbook for the new generation comt:ng:rn1to:1ther:t<~P; 
tories, mines, and mills as they react to 
ceaseless turmoil, and brutality of caioit<ati!~m 
shows how millions of working peo 
tance grows, will revolutionize thE~msei:V»:~;-.tlt\Si:r:t:Jtoo)lil~:· 
and other organizations, and all of soele:~ .• p.J·~-fll~altJ~!~:·: 
in Spanish and French. $23.00 

Cuba and the Coming 
by Jack Barnes 
There will be a victorious .r ............. ,""' 

United States before a v••~t:lltrulu!a~· 

Cuba and the Coming American 
the struggles of working people in th 
heartland, the youth who are attra 
the example set by the people of 
revolution is not only necessary-it C$l!l:tlte:J"l)IQI.:HE. 
Preface by Mary-Alice Waters. In 
and French. $13.00 

in the hands of greedy banks and corpora
tions. 

Detractors of labor point to statistics 
about a relative decline of industrial work
ers in proportion to the population as a 
whole. Like a con man short-changing his 
victim, they juggle these figures around in 
an effort to show that history is rendering 
unionism impotent. Again, and once again, 
the Marxist view of the revolutionary po
tential of the working class is proclaimed 
obsolete. 

Workers' strength as social force 
Some 36,000 strikers tied up public trans

portation in a city of eight million and the 
powers-that-be couldn't move a single train 
or bus in public service during the walkout. 
Clearly it was not the sheer weight of num
bers that gave the transit workers this im
pressive strength. The decisive factor was 
the key functions they perform within the 
city's economic structure. 

or else. 
What a fight the transit workers made! 

They brushed aside a court injunction 
based on an antilabor state law and went 
on strike in defiance of the judge and the 
whole City Hall gang. When their top ne
gotiators were jailed as "law breakers," a 
second team stepped in to speak for the 
union. The strikers remained solid in the 
face of court proceedings intended to im
pose massive fines on the union. They 
stood up against savage smear propaganda 
in the capitalist news media and against a 
rising capitalist clamor to call out the Na
tional Guard against them. 

At a crucial point in the strike the TWU 
ranks met the capitalist attack by demon
strating their solidarity and fighting spirit 
through a mass picket line at City Hall. Sig
nificant bodies of workers from other unions 
supported the demonstration. Unable to 
break the strike with injunctions,jailings and 
threats of fines, Lindsay appealed to "re-

. sponsible" top officials oftheAFL-CIO for 
help in stopping the strike. 

Similarly in national terms, it is not the 
relative numerical weight of the workers 
in terms of the population as a whole that 
determines their strength as a social force. 'Responsible' officials stop the strike 
It is their strategic role in the total economic George Meany responded by approving 
complex, plus their distinctive character- the jailing of the TWU leaders with there-
istics as a relatively homogeneous social mark that Mike Quill "wanted to go to jail." 
class. As though that scabby comment wasn't 

Numerical strength has primary impor- criminal enough, he added that Mayor Lind-
tance in terms of class solidarity among the say, who was trying to break the strike, was 
workers involved in a given struggle, rather "handling himself very well." 
than in the relative size of the embattled After the strike Walter Reuther proved his 
force. The problem of solidarity begins with "respectability" with a statement that "so-
the strikers themselves, and it extends from ciety can't tolerate stoppages" like the tran-
there to a quest for broader labor support sit strike. 
according to the needs of the fight. As we Despite all obstacles the transit workers 
shall see, it was in the broader union sphere, won a partial victory by forcing concessions 
especially among the topAFL-CIO bureau- from City Hall that it hadn't intended to 
crats, that class solidarity with the transit make. The fact remains, however, that the 
workers was criminally violated. settlement fell far short ofthe workers' just 

Within the Transport Workers Union the demands and they remain victims of gross 
ranks stood solid throughout the strike. Not wage inequities. 
a peep came from inside the TWU that Re- Unmoved by the serious economic prob-
publican Mayor Lindsay, or his Democratic· lems still plaguing the TWU ranks, Presi-
collaborators at City Hall, could use to smear dent Johnson denounced the gains they did 
the strike. It was a case of aroused workers win as a violation ofhis wage "guideposts." 
who fought for just demands and who stood Johnson followed through with a call for 
united in their common needs as class broth- further anti-strike laws. 
ers. Both the Republican Mayor and the 

This time theTWU officials didn't capitu- Democratic President proved themselves 
late without a fight as they have done before. enemies of the transit workers. The strik-
Instead of making a deal for a union contract ers got nothing they didn't fight for and 
on City Hall's terms, they fought at least un- even then the lackeys of capitalism cheated 
til the union had won a partial victory. them out of a just settlement. The workers 

While giving them due credit for the way will get only what they can win through 
they stood up to City Hall, it is important to militant use of the union power at the job 
recognize the real reason why they did so. level and through mobilization of their 
Like everybody else in the line of fire, the class political strength in an independent 
TWU officials were up against an aroused labor party. 
membership that wasn't about to hold still Labor's inherent capacity to take that road 
for a fast shuffle from anybody, either in- is demonstrated by the transit strike, as is 
side or outside the union. They had to fight, the workers' growing desire to do so. 
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Houston daily reports 
on INS detention of 
'Militant' writer 

The following is a translation of an ar
ticle that appeared in the December 10 
issue of El Dia, the Spanish-language 
daily in Houston. The article was head
lined, "The INS artests a U.S. resident 
journalist in Houston." 

BY JESUS LOPEZ TAPIA 
HOUSTON, Texas-Roger Calero, a 

Nicaraguan and associate editor of 
Perspectiva Mundial, published in New 
York, was arrested at the Houston Intercon
tinental Airport by immigration authorities 
as he was returning from Cuba and Mexico 
where he went on a reporting assignment. 

The facts were reported to El Dia yes
terday, Monday, by Mrs. Sarah Katz, 
Calero's wife. 

"When my husband arrived at the airport 
last Tuesday, they told him that they were 
denying him entrance to the United States 
and they transferred him to an Immigration 
Service jail and he's facing exclusion from 
this country," she said. "Roger, who I've been 
married to for a year, has lived in the United 
States for the last 17 years and has held per
manent residence since 1990 ." 

Interviewed about this tpatter, l,mmigra
tion and Naturalization Service (INS) 
spokesperson Luisa Aquino said she could 
not comment on the Calero case because it 
concerns a permanent resident of the United 
States. 

"This person is seeking to present his 
case before an immigration judge to be able 

to fight to be able to stay here," saidAquino. 
"I can only say that any person, whether or 
not they are a permanent resident, who has 
committed a serious crime may be deported 
to their country of origin." 

The charges against Calero 
The immigration police is seeking to 

"exclude" Calero--deny him re-entry into 
the United States-and deport him toNica
ragua, his country of origin, on the basis of 
a 1988 conviction, when he was a high 
school student in Los Angeles and was ac
cused of selling marijuana to an undercover 
policeman. Faced with the prospect of go
ing to jail, Calero copped a plea and re
ceived a suspended 60-day sentence with 
three years probation. 

Mrs. Katz, a U.S. citizen, explained that 
when her husband applied for permanent 
residence in 1989 he specifically included 
information about his conviction, which 
immigration officials waived in order to 
grant him a "green card" that gave him the 
right to live and work in the United States. 
In 2000, the INS replaced his card, having 
received all pertinent information about the 
12-year-old conviction. 

Calero, who is 34 years old, and his wife 
Sarah now live in Newark, New Jersey, and 
they have retained the services of a lawyer 
to handle the case. 

Unjust arrest, says immigrant advocate 
Martha Olvera, representative of the 

Roger Calero, standing at right, with fellow inmates in INS jail in Houston. He spent 
10 days locked up after returning from reporting assignment abroad. Seated is Manuel 
Garcia, carpenter interviewed by Calero for the last issue of the Militant. 

Coalition for Dignity and Amnesty, de
clared that Roger Calero's arrest is unjust. 

"I agree that p.eople should be punished 
when they commit a crime, but when this 
crime was committed as a youth and was 
paid for, I think that the person should have 
another opportunity and not be punished 
for the rest of their life," Olvera said. "Be-

sides, the young man received his perma
nent resident card and the immigration au
thorities renewed it two years ago and gave 
it to him once again. So that's an error by 
the INS, because from the very beginning 
they shouldn't have allowed him to make 
his life here and become completely dis
connected from his country to then later 
yank him out of here and send him back." 

U.S. private prisons: brutal and profitable 
She emphasized that organizations that 

support immigrant rights in Houston are 
giving their moral support to Calero's wife. 

They are asking people to send protest 
letters to Hipolito Acosta, INS Director in 
Houston, at 126 Northpoint Drive, Hous
ton, TX 77060; Tel. 281-774-4610. Fax: 
281-774-5989; with a copy to Calero's 
magazine, Perspectiva Mundial, 410 West 
Street, New York, NY, 10014 and by fax: 
(212) 924-6040. 

BY SAM MANUEL 
The Houston Processing Center where 

Roger Calero was held for 10 days is run 
by a private company, the Corrections Cor
poration of America (CCA). On its web site 
the outfit openly boasts of being the oldest 
and largest of its kind, and drop-down boxes 
seek to persuade readers that its stock, 
which is traded on the New York stock ex
change, is a sound financial investment. 

The Houston prison is one of six INS jails 
run by such companies, out of a total of 15 
across the country. In all, there are 15 8 
privately operated jails in the United States. 
Texas, with 42, has the largest number. 

CCA runs 61 jails in 21 states and the 
District of Columbia, holding some 53,000 
individuals. According to the latest figures 
available from the U.S. Department of Jus
tice, 91,828 people were held in privately 
operated jails by the end of 2001. 

The CCA web site presents private jails 
as a warm and fuzzy alternative to over
crowded government prisons. The site is 
replete with pictures of inmates being 
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trained in job skills, chatting in relaxed 
settings with prison personnel, and being 
tended by the medical staff. It fails to men
tion, however, that in December 2000, $3.1 
million was awarded to a teenage inmate 
who had been manhandled by CCA guards. 
The jury ruled that the abuse, far from be
ing the action of a few bad employees, was 
the result of "corporate policy" of using 
excessive force to control teenage inmates. 

Wackenhut-another of the large own
ers of privately operated jails -was forced 
to close one of its juvenile facilities after 
the Justice Department termed it "life
threatening." 

In 1995 some 300 immigrants rebelled 
against the conditions in an INS detention 
center run by Esmor, another private com
pany, seizing and holding it for six hours. 
Detainees and their lawyers said that they 
had been beaten, that medical care was poor 
and that they were denied access to tele
phones and attorneys. In tum the company 
pointed its finger at the INS, saying it had 
failed to quickly process the detainees, 

some of whom had been held up to six 
months. Esmor received a daily sum of$75 
to $100 per detainee. 

The growth of the prison population in 
private jails-unique to this country-is fu
eled by the astronomical numbers of people 
being incarcerated. The total prison popu
lation now stands at a shade over 2 mil
lion, up from just over a million at the end 
of 1990. The huge numbers have added to 
the already overcrowded conditions in jails 
across the country. Justice Department fig
ures show that state jails were overcrowded 
by between 1 percent and 16 percent. Fed
eral prisons were overcrowded as much as 
31 percent. 

This often-described "explosion" in the 
prison population is a result of the "get tough 
on crime" policies accelerated by the US 
rulers over the last decade as part of a broader 
offensive against workers' rights and legal 
protections. 

FoVowing the lead of the federal govern
ment, many states instituted various "three
strikes" rules which require judges to im
pose the maximum sentence on the accused 
if he or she has two previous felony convic
tions. Another measure that has increased 
prison numbers is the wider use of"manda
tory sentencing," imposing a set number of 
years for various offenses, no matter what 
the mitigating circumstances. 

Meanwhile, both government- and corpo
rate-run jails are offering up cheap inmate 
labor to manufacturers looking to cut labor 
costs. In Lockhart, Texas, Wackenhut success
fully convinced LTI Technologies to join with 
it in building and running an assembly plant 
for electronic circuit boards. Apart from pro
viding a captive labor force, Wackenhut ar
ranged tax incentives. Two months before the 
plant opened, LTI closed its home office in 
Austin, laying off 150 workers. 

Among the scandals that have revolved 
around these jails was one involving the 
Pricor/N Group. Promising prisoners and 
profits, the Houston-based group convinced 
six Texas counties to issue $74 million in 
bonds to build a jail. They greased the palms 
of several government officials to get the 
funding. N-Group's owners collected $2.2 
million in bond proceeds for the project. No 
prisoners ever showed, however, and the 
counties were left in the lurch. 

The Political Rights Defense Fund in 
New York asks the community for finan
cial contributions to help cover the rapidly 
growing legal and other expenses. Checks 
can be made out to the Political Rights 
Defense Fund, P.O. Box 761, Church St. 
Station, New York, NY 10007. These con
tributions are tax-deductible. 



Defenders of Calero fight exclusion move 
Continued from front page 
those present had been part of the emer
gency effort to have Calero released, and 
planned to support ongoing efforts to de
feat the deportation move by the INS. 

The campaign to defend Calero's right 
to live and work as a journalist in this coun
try has been promoted and supported by a 
broad array of individuals and organiza
tions,· from the Reporters Committee for 
Freedom of the Press, to former co-work
ers of Calero's at a meat-packing plant in 
St. Paul, Minnesota, to defenders of the 
rights of immigrants. 

Defenders of Calero's rights "are now 
locked in a toe-to-toe boxing match with 
the government;' John Studer, the director 
of the Political Rights Defense Fund, told 
the audience. Calero and Studer were the 
principal speakers at the event. 

"Each step we take, they try to counter," 
Studer said. "We must organize to respond 
quickly and broadly to the moves they make 
in their continuing campaign to throw 
Calero out of the country." 

An attack on publications 
Militant and Perspectiva Mundial editor 

Martin Koppel opened the meeting. The 
federal government's attempt to deport the 
journalist and editor, he said, "is an attack 
not only on Calero's rights and those of 
others, but an attack on the ability to pro
duce these two publications." 

Calero had been thrown into the INS jail 
in Houston and placed under exclusion pro
ceedings on December 3 as he returned to 
the United States through the Houston In
tercontinental Airport "Over the previous 
weeks he had been on assignment covering 
three important events," said Koppel-an 
international conference in Havana on the 

Militant/Hilda Cuzco 
John Studer, executive director of the Political Rights Defense Fund, speaks at Decem
ber 15 meeting to plan next steps in defense of Roger Calero (in white shirt). Defenders 
of Calero's rights are broadening the campaign to stop his deportation by the INS. 

Free Trade Area of the Americas, and in 
Guadalajara, Mexico, the large annual in
ternational book fair as well as a student con
ference organized by the Continental Orga
nization of Latin American and Caribbean 
Students. 

The staffs of the two publications im
mediately got out the word about the ar
rest and initiated a campaign to get Calero 
out of jail and demand the exclusion pro
ceedings against him be dropped. The fight 
struck a chord with others and became 
much broader. 

Meanwhile, Koppel said, "once locked 
up, Roger kept doing what he has been 

doing for years: talking to fellow workers 
inside the jail, getting their stories, and 
accurately reporting the truth, the reality 
that hundreds of thousands of workers in 
this country face. 

"We can't predict how long this fight will 
last or what the final outcome will be. But 
one thing you can count on is that no matter 
what happens, no matter what country Roger 
is in, he will continue to be a socialist and do 
what he has been doing for years." Calero 
was elected this year to the National Com
mittee of the Socialist Workers Party as one 
of its youngest members. 

Studer reported that the Political Rights 

·Inside INS jail: U.S. 'justice' at work 
Continued from front page 
down a long list of government and other 
construction projects he had worked on 
since moving to the United States 34 years 
ago. Tovar; who was living in Nacogdoches, 
Texas, northeast of Houston, at the time of 
his arrest, arrived from Mexico in 1968. He 
became a permanent resident through the 
federal government's 1986 general am
nesty. A year ago he began his application 
for U.S. citizenship. 

El Abuelo (Grandpa), as the younger 
workers here call Tovar, swapping experi
ences in the prison dormitory, was arrested 
a few weeks ago when he went to the INS 
offices to renew his expired green card. The 
immigration police is trying to use a con
viction from more than 30 years ago as 
grounds to deport him. 

The Illegal Immigration Reform and 
Immigrant Responsibility Act, passed in 
1996, expanded the number of crimes for 
which a person could be deemed "deport
able," including offenses as minor as tres
passing or joyriding. The INS has sought 
to impose its own interpretation of the law · 
by applying it retroactively, that is, to con
victions that took place before the law was 
enacted. 

One of the workers locked up here, origi
nally from Nigeria, is facing deportation 
over a trespassing charge. What was his 
crime?Working as a door-to-door salesman 
and having the back luck of knocking on 
the door of a Houston cop. 

Deportation on this basis can mean not 
only losing your job but your retirement 
benefits. Manuel Garcia, 63, a carpenter 
from Utah, tells Tovar and others that this 
is what he faces if deported on the basis of 
a 1987 conviction. He has lived and worked 
in this country since 1974, gained his per
manent residence 16 years ago, and would 
be eligible for retirement benefits next year. 

"They let us work and work, and then 
when we get old, they want to throw us out," 
said Tovar. 

Many of those here were arrested after 
reporting to INS offices in order to renew a 
work permit or follow up on a pending ap
plication. For example, Artemio Monroy, 
28, a hotel worker from Houston, was ap
plying for his permanent residence through 
his wife, a U.S. citizen. He was arrested 
when he came in to renew a work permit 

he had received in 2000. 
Monroy, originally from Guatemala, had 

been granted political asylum in 1992. But 
the INS issued a deportation order against 
him in 1996 after the Guatemalan govern
ment and guerrilla forces signed a politi
cal settlement to end the civil war in that 
country. In the meantime, Monroy has mar
ried and has a one-year old daughter, and 
his wife is currently pregnant. If deported 
he hopes to move back as close to the bor
der as possible to work and help support 
his family in Houston. 

Arrested in post-September 11 sweep 
"I am convinced that I am here. simply 

because I am Muslim," said Karim Bey 
Slimani, 27, who was born in Algeria. 
Slimani has been jailed here since October 
2001. 

"I am the only one left of those who were 
locked up here after September II," he said, 
reporting that about 40 immigrants from 
Pakistan and other Middle Eastern coun
tries were brought to this INS jail after that 
date. Slimani has not been charged with 
any crime associated with the attack on the 
Twin Towers. An estimated I ,200 to 2,000 
people, mostly immigrants from the Mid
east and South Asia, were rounded up over 
the past year and in many cases held for 
months without criminal charges. They 
were often picked up on some minor charge 
such as not having their immigration pa
pers in order. 

Slimani, who had a deportation order 
dating back to when he first entered the 
country in 1996, is now being held indefi
nitely by the INS, which claims he has not 
collaborated with the "investigation pro
cess" in providing travel documents re
quired to complete the paperwork for his 
deportation. 

Despite the fact that the INS has his Al
gerian birth certificate, which they seized 
when they searched his home at the time 
of the arrest, and despite several phone con
ferences with Algerian consular officials to 
verify his identity, the INS deportation of
ficer in charge of his case maintains that 
Slimani is Palestinian, insisting that he does 
not speak Arabic with a North African ac
cent and that his passport "appears" fake. 

Last September 30, having exhausted all 
administrative appeals with the INS, his 

lawyer filed a petition for a writ of habeas 
corpus, seeking a court hearing. The peti
tion pointed to a series of violations of his 
rights. 

Under immigration law,.a person facing 
deportation is supposed to be removed 
within 90 days of receiving a final depor
tation order, and the period can sometimes 
be extended to six months. 

The day before he was arrested, Slimani 
received a call from an FBI agent on the 
cell phone he uses for his job as a cab driver 
in Houston. The cop asked Slimani for a 
meeting. At the meeting, the FBI agent 
asked him if he knew anyone who had cel
ebrated the September II attacks, and went 
on to ask if he was Muslim and how often 
he went to the mosque, Slimani reported. 
It was during this interrogation that he told 
the FBI agent he had a pending deporta
tion case. The next morning the INS ar
rested him. 

The INS then told Slimani that if he had 
any information about the September II 
attacks, they could help him "resolve" his 
situation. "He was assuming that we are 
all terrorists," Slimani said. "The cop then 
took me to my apartment, where he began 
searching everywhere. There he found my 
birth certificate, and $30,000 I had been 
saving at home." A few days later, when 
his uncle stopped by to check on his apart
ment, the money was gone. 

At one point, the deportation officer 
threatened that he was going to be deported 
to another country. They also warned that 
ifhe "kept playing games" they would jail 
him for three to five years, Slimani said. 

"I have committed no crimes. I do not 
use any drugs, I don't drink, I am clean," 
he said. "Many people who came after me 
have already left. I just want an opportu
nity to clear my case, but I ·cannot do it 
from here," he added. 

According to the federal government, the 
vast majority of the more than 1,200 im
migrants it swept up after September II 
have been released, deported, or convicted 
of minor crimes that are not "terrorist-re
lated." 

The government reports that only six of 
the 765 people arrested in the "antiterror" 
sweep on immigration charges are still in 
INS prisons. "I am one of them," Slimani 
said. 

Defense Fund is organizing broad support 
and fund-raising for Calero's defense ef
fort, and has arranged legal representation 
in New York and Houston (see article on 
PRDF on page 10). 

In moving to revoke Calero's permanent 
residence status and bar him from the coun
try, Studer noted, INS agents cited a 1988 
conviction. At that time Calero, a high 
school student, was charged with selling 
an ounce of marijuana to an undercover 
cop. "Under the threat of serving time in 
prison, Roger-then 18---copped a plea and 
received a 60-day suspended sentence, 
three years' probation, and a $50 fine." 

'Yes' to green card application 
The following year Calero applied for 

U.S. permanent ·residence, providing de
tailed information to the federal authori
ties about his conviction. The INS approved 
Calero's application and granted his green 
card. "Ten years later Roger applied for the 
card's renewal;" said Studer. "Again they 
said yes." 

Thousands of immigrants are in a simi
lar position as Calero, stopped as they re
turn from traveling abroad to visit family 
or for some other reason, said Studer. "In 
recent months the federal government has 
been taking local court records from across 
the country and pouring them into the INS 
computer system. An increased number of 
people are being jailed and deported for 
offenses dating back many years." 

In 2001, said Studer, the INS formally 
removed almost 177,000 people. More than 
70,000 immigrants were summarily de
ported for "criminal violations." 

"At the same time Calero has a big ad
vantage. He is a reporter for the Militant 

Continued on Page 12 

Meatpackers plan 
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Calero case is latest 
fight for Political 
Rights Defense Fund 
BY SAM MANUEL 

Having backed important political rights 
campaigns for decades, the Political Rights 
Defense Fund has agreed to help raise the 
funds needed in the campaign to win a halt 
to the government's deportation proceedings 
against Roger Calero. A permanent resident 
of the United States, Calero is an associate 
editor of the Spanish-language magazine 
Perspectiva Mundial and a staff writer for 
the socialist newsweekly the Militant. 

Calero joins several other targets of gov
ernment persecution who have drawn on the 
Political Rights Defense Fund (PRDF) since 
its formation in the 1970s. 

The PRDF grew out of the nonpartisan 
defense committee set up to publicize and 
win broad backing for the legal fight 
launched in I973 by the Socialist Workers 
Party and Young Socialist Alliance. In that 
landmark lawsuit the socialist organizations 
charged the government and its agencies 
with conducting "illegal acts of blacklist
ing, harassment, electronic surveillance, 
burglary, mail tampering, and terrorism." 

According to the trial documents, the gov
ernment disruption program had begun in 
I936 with a series of directives issued by 
President Roosevelt to FBI director J. Edgar 
Hoover. Five years later Hoover wrote to the 
bureau's New York office complaining about 
the lack of information regarding the SWP, 
and instructed the agency to make every ef
fort to obtain from book shops, informants 
and "other sources" whatever written mate
rials existed about the working-class orga
nization. 

The trial began on April 2, I981, after 
eight years of pretrial hearings in which 
thousands of FBI documents were forced 
into the open, and lasted three months. The 
defendants included the attorney general; 
the secretaries of state, defense, and trea
sury; the directors of the FBI, CIA, Secret 
Service, and Defense Intelligence Agency; 
commissioners of the INS and the Civil Ser
vice; and the president ofthe United States. 

Five years after the trial ended federal 
judge Thomas Griesa issued a sweeping in
dictment of the government. His August 25, 
1986 ruling stated that the activities of the 
FBI were "patently unconstitutional" and 
"without statutory or regulatory authority." 

ernment to pay the SWP andY SA $264,000 
in damages and $390,000 to their attorneys 
in legal fees. 

The successful outcome of the trial would 
not have been possible without the political 
and financial support of the tens of thou
sands of defenders of civil liberties orga
nized through the Political Rights Defense 
Fund. The fund held public meetings at ev
ery critical juncture and organized to get the 
maximum press coverage for the legal fight. 
It also published literature on the case. 

The list of PRDF sponsors grew to in
clude thousands of prominent individuals, 
victims of police repression, and fighters for 
democratic rights. They included six mem
bers of Congress; the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People; the 
American Federation of State, County and 
Municipal Employees; past victims of gov
ernment repression; leaders of antiwar or
ganizations and women's rights groups; and 
members of the Communist Party, Demo
cratic Socialists of America, and other po
litical parties. 

After paying the PRDF's debts in full and 
closing its bank account, the board of di
rectors of the fund established the founda
tion of the same name as part of ongoing 
efforts to make this victory available to oth
ers. 

The ruling in the case placed a valuable 
new weapon in the hands of all working 
people fighting to defend their rights and 
living standards and all those struggling for 
progressive social change. The record of the 
fight can be found in FBI on Trial-The Vic
tory in the Socialist Workers Party Suit 
against Government Spying, published by 
Pathfinder Press. 

Hector Marroquin campaign 
Following the successful conclusion of 

its first campaign, the foundation supported 
the fight of Iranian-born socialist Mojgan 
Hariri-Vijeh to halt her deportation. It also 
backed efforts beginning in the late 1970s 
to defeat the government's attempt to de
port Mexican-born immigrant worker Hec
tor Marroquin, and to establish his right to 
permanent residence. 

Marroquin had been active in student pro
tests in Mexico. According to records un
covered during his case, the FBI began keep
ing files on him when he was a 15-year-old 
high school student in Matamoros, Mexico. 

Militant/Glen Campbell 
1976 picket in Cleveland, Ohio. Political Rights Defense Fund grew out of nonpartisan 
defense committee to win broad backing for Socialist Workers Party and Young So
cialist Alliance suit against government spying on political and labor organizations. 

Having lived and worked in the United 
States as an undocumented worker for a few 
years Marroquin was arrested while trying 
to reenter the country after visiting with fam
ily in Mexico. 

Backed by the PRDF, for 10 years 
Marroquin spoke up and down the country 
winning broad support for his case. Because 
of his socialist views, the INS stubbornly 
opposed his asylum claim. His request was 
finally rejected by the courts. 

In the next stage of the fight, the PRDF 
and other Marroquin supporters drew on the 
landmark victory in the just-concluded suit 
against the government. 

The INS had been one of the government 
agencies on the losing end of that case. Dur
ing the trial its representatives had argued that 
denial of access to information from the FBI 
regarding membership in the SWP would 
"impact [its] ability to properly determine an 
individual's proper immigration status." 

The judge effectively rejected that rea
soning, making no distinction between citi
zens and non-citizens in his decision pro
hibiting the government agencies from us
ing the information illegally gathered 
against members of the socialist organiza
tions. This marked an important gain for all 

immigrant workers. 
In late 1986, less than one month after 

the government withdrew its appeal in SWP 
vs. Attorney General, Marroquin won a tem
porary residence card under the 
government's immigrant amnesty program. 
Following that he was permitted a long-de
layed hearing on his application for perma
nent residence at which the government was 
forced to concede there was no political 
barrier to his being granted a visa. 

Two years later the foundation initiated 
the defense effort for Mark Curtis, an Iowa 
meat packer. In 1988 Curtis, who had been 
active in opposing police brutality, support
ing the rights of undocumented workers, and 
opposing the U.S.-backed contra war in 
Central America, was framed up on burglary 
and rape charges and severely beaten while 
in the custody of the Des Moines police. 
Earlier the FBI had kept files on Curtis when 
he was active in the Committee in Solidar
ity with the People of El Salvador. 

Despite the broad international support 
amassed in his defense, the socialist worker 
was convicted in September 1988 and sen
tenced to 25 years in prison. The fight took 
more than seven years before Curtis was re
leased to parole authorities in Illinois. 

Additional months of court hearings fol
lowed, aimed at determining the character of 
an injunction against the government to be 
issued by the judge. In those sessions the gov
ernment admitted to having gathered at least 
I 0 million pages of files on the SWP and 
YSA. Ten government agencies filed affida
vits arguing that "national security" would 
be adversely affected by any injunction. 

Detroit: protesters oppose cop checkpoints 

Broad injunction issued 
The judge rejected the government's ar

gument and issued a broad bar on cop agen
cies using any of the files to target the so
cialists. The 15-year battle ended in 1988 
when the government dropped its appeal just 
days before the filing deadline. In addition 
to the injunction the court ordered the gov-

FBI on Trial 
The Victory in the 
Socialist Workers 
Party Suit against 
Government Spying 

Edited by 
Margaret Jayko 

"The victory in the 
case fought from 
1973 to 1987 increases the space for 
politics, expands the de facto use of 
the Bill of Rights, increases confi
dence of working people that you 
can be political and hold the deepest 
convictions against the government 
and it's your right to do so and act 
upon them."-From the introduction. 

18.95 + $3 shipping and handling. 
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BY PETER THIERJUNG 
DETROIT ~Stretching along Vernor, a 

main street on Detroit's southwest side, 
some 80 people protested here December 8 
against U.S. Border Patrol checkpoints. Par
ticipants held signs in English and Spanish 
reading, "No human being is illegal," "Am
nesty now," and "Stop the Border Patrol's 
harassment of immigrants." 

The action was sparked by the federal 
agency's placement of checkpoints on state 
roads beginning November 12. The first 
checkpoints were erected on secondary 
roads in Port Huron and Trenton, to the north 
and south of this city. Stopping all traffic, 
the Border Patrol agents demanded proof 
of citizenship from travelers they deemed 
"suspicious." The primary target was "ille
gal aliens" who allegedly cross the border 
from Canada, explained an official. 

Many drivers passing by honked their 
support for the protest or signaled their 
agreement with a thumbs-up sign. A couple 
of drivers expressed opposition, shouting 
racist epithets. 

Latino workers who participated led the 
chanting, calling for equal rights and an end 
to the racist and discriminatory practices of 
both the Border Patrol and the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service. They shouted in 
Spanish, "Somos iguales, no somos 
animales (We are equal, we are not ani
mals.)" 

Workers at a meatpacking plant in the area 
helped build the action. Days earlier, they 
had formed several teams and fanned out in 
the district posting up and handing out fly-
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ers. One team went to an Arabic neighbor
hood and met a worker from the Middle East 
who translated the flyer into Arabic. 

The workers funded the flyer distribution 
through an in-plant collection. 

Immigrants from Latin America 
Detroit's working-class southwest is 

home to many immigrants from Central and 
Latin America, a majority of whom are 
Mexican-born. The district borders on 
Dearborn, a suburb with a majority Arab 
population that has been targeted by fed
eral, state, and local police agencies in the 
rulers' so-called "war on terrorism." 

TheArab-AmericanAnti-Discrimination 
Committee has issued statements protesting 
the checkpoints and the racial profiling ap
plied in the traffic stops. 

The publicity given the cop action helped 
to whet interest in the protest. Such check
points are routinely set up on the southern 
border with Mexico. But for the first time 
federal border patrol agents are using these 
methods on the northern U.S. border with 
Canada. 

Federal law says that border patrol agents 
do not need "probable cause" or a traffic 
violation to stop and question drivers. Based 
on U.S. Supreme Court rulings, the border 
cops can stop and question individuals for 
any number of reasons, including behavior, 
race, and proximity to the border. 

The law also allows for checkpoints to 
be set up as far as I 00 miles from an inter
national border or shoreline, thus encom
passing most of the state of Michigan. "In 

other words," a December 9 Detroit Free 
Press article stated, "some constitutional 
rights of millions of Michiganders are 
weaker than those of U.S. citizens who live 
in the interior of the country." 

The checkpoints to date have targeted 
southeast Michigan where there are larger 
concentrations of immigrants, particularly 
around the Detroit metropolitan area. 

Meatpackers sign up 
to back Calerofight 

BY DON MACKLE 
DETROIT, Michigan~Following 

the December 8 demonstration to pro
test the initiation of Border Patrol 
checkpoints in Michigan, some 20 
workers and students attended an 
open house.at the Detroit.Pathfinder 
Bookstore. There they heard about the 
launching of the figb.t to free R6ger 
Calero from INS custody .• (see page 
l.). Some were meat packers from the 
area who had met the journalist at a 
house meeting when he was in De
troit to speak at a Militant Labor Fo
rum. Many signed up for information 
on how they could help. 

Supporters of Calero's case in De
troit have set a goal of raising $1,000 
to help cover the costs of the defense 
fightln the frrst couple days of call
ing they raised more than $400. 



Fight against deportation wins broad support 
The following are excerpts from some of 

the letters sent to the Immigration and Natu
ralization Service's district director in Hous
ton, Hipolito Acosta, demanding that depor
tation proceedings against Militant staff 
writer and Perspectiva Mundial associate 
editor Roger Calero be dropped. 

Calero was seized by the INS December 
3 as he came through the Houston Intercon
tinental Airport while returning from a re
porting assignment in Latin America. He 
was jailed and proceedings to throw him out 
of the country begun, based on a 1988 con
viction for selling about an ounce of mari
juana when he was in high school. In 1990 
the INS waived this conviction and granted 
him permanent residence. They renewed his 
legal status in 2000. 

Bill Pearson, president, United Food 
and Commercial Workers Local 789, 
South St. Paul, Minnesota. 

My name is Bill Pearson and I am Presi
dent of UFCW Local 789. We are located 
in South St. Paul, Minnesota and have a 
membership of 8,000. 

I came to know Roger when he was work
ing in a packing house in South St. Paul. It 
was the Dakota Premium plant, and Roger 
was an active and committed leader in help
ing stabilizing the workers and bring about 
a labor agreement. He was bright, articu
late and well read. His co-workers saw him 
as a person to turn to for help. So did I. 

Bill Pearson 

Making him leave this country would be 
an injustice. I implore you, do not deport 
him. Allow him to stay and Latino workers 
will be the better for it. · 

Bruce D. Nestor, president, National 
Lawyers Guild, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

I am writing to request that you promptly 
drop exclusion proceedings against Roger 
Calero and that pending any decision toter
minate proceedings, he be released on bond 
into the United States. 

The National Lawyers Guild is an orga
nization of over 5,000 law students, attor
neys, and legal workers, many of whom are 
active in the field of immigration. I will con
tinue to monitor the status of this matter and 
hope that you will act promptly to reverse 
the actions taken against Mr. Calero. 

Gladys Williams, People's Tribunal of 
Valdosta, Georgia. 

I think it is unfair to take away Roger 
Calero's human rights and deport him to 
Nicaragua only because he visited Cuba and 
while he was there learned some things 
about the truth about America. 

Freeing him from jail is a step in the right 
direction. I am in full support of the depor
tation hearing being dropped. I support im
migrant rights. 

Jose Oliva, director, Interfaith Work
ers' Rights Center, Chicago, Illinois. 

Our organization represents religious lead
ers and congregations throughout the greater 
Metropolitan Chicago Area. Our members 
are concerned with what would appear to be 
a targeted form of deportation against some
one who stands up on behalf of others. 

Besides his position as an editor of 
Perspectiva Mundial, Calero has dedicated 
his life in the United States to help the less 
fortunate. 

As an Interfaith organization we must ask 
if this is how a nation repays someone who 
has devoted their life to achieving greater 
justice? 

Marleine Bastien, executive director, 
Fanm Ayisyen Nan Miyami, Miami, 
Florida. 

I am writing to protest the unjust deten
tion of Roger Calero. 

You are attempting to exclude him and 
deport him based on a 1988 high school 

Marleine Bastien 

conviction, for which he received a sus
pended sentence and a three year probation. 
This was waived by your agency at the time 
he was granted permanent residency. This 
arbitrary use of minor convictions of long 
ago as a basis for deportation is all too fa
miliar and completely unjustified. 

This jailing is not only an outrageous at
tack on the legal rights of Mr. Calero as a 
permanent resident, it further fits in with the 
abuse that I see heaped on honest, 
hardworking immigrant men and women 
every day, in my work as the Executive Di
rector of Fanm Ayisyen Nan Miyami, Inc. 
(Haitian Women of Miami). 

Please, release Mr. Calero and stop the 
deportation hearings. Let him return to New 
Jersey, to his magazine, and to his work. 

Jane Guskin, Coalition for the Human 
Rights of Immigrants, New York, New 
York. 

I am writing on behalf of the Coalition 
for the Human Rights of Immigrants 
(CHRI), a New York City based grassroots 
advocacy organization, to express my con
cern over the dec. 3 arrest of Roger Calero 
by the INS in Houston, Texas. 

As you know, Roger Calero has been a 
lawful permanent resident of the United 
States since 1990. When the INS approved 
his permanent residence, it had full knowl
edge ofhisl988 conviction. 

Given that fact, I would like to know why 
the INS has taken the highly unusual step 
of revisiting Calero's conviction at this time. 

I think most Americans would agree that 
it is an inappropriate use of INS resources 
to selectively pursue proceedings against 
lawful permanent residents with US citizen 
families, with the aim of squelching media 
coverage of peaceful opposition activities. 

David L. Wilson, Committee for the 
Release of Farouk Abdei-Muhti, New 
York, New York. 

We have difficulty understanding on what 
legal grounds the INS would attempt to ex
clude Mr. Calero now. The situation raises 
the disturbing possibility that Mr. Calero is 
being held to keep him from carrying out 
activities like reporting on opposition to the 
FTAA and other projects promoted by the 
present administration. Reinforcing this 
concern is our experience with our friend 
Farouk Abdel-Muhti, a New York-area ac-

~ tivist who was detained last April after he 
began appearing on a community radio sta
tion arranging interviews with human rights 
activists in his native Palestine. 

The Committee for the Release ofFarouk 
Abdel-Muhti asks the INS to release Mr. 
Calero immediately, end its effort to deport 
him, and allow him to continue serving our 
community through his work as a journalist. 

Rev. Daniel Dale, Agape House, Chi
cago, Illinois. 

Mr. Calero is a journalist and a perma
nent resident of the USA married to a U.S. 
citizen. His work has taken him through
out Latin America for many years. Your de-

tention of Mr. Calero is a direct threat to 
many of the basic rights and freedoms that 
are essential to the United States of America 
that you are sworn to protect: freedom of 
the press, freedom to travel, freedom of 
political and religious beliefs. 

As a minister of the Christian Church that 
has served as a missionary in Latin America 
and takes mission teams there every year, I 
am especially concerned about the detention 
of Mr. Calero because of the implications it 
has for the Church. The mission work of the 
church depends upon the ability to move 
freely in and out of the USA. Many of our 
religious communities have members from 
other countries that live and work in the USA. 
Many of our journals that report on global 
mission employ journalists from other coun
tries. IfMr. Calero can be detained and threat
ened with deportation, then so can any of our 
church members from other countries. The 
Directors of Mission Boards from many na
tional church bodies are watching the case 
of Mr. Calero very closely. 

Willie Evans, councilman, Clayton, 
Louisiana. 

I, Mr. Willie L. Evans, am a member of 
the Christian Baptist denomination, a coun
cilman with the Town of Clayton, LA, and 
a member of the United Steelworkers of 
America. 

Recently, I learned that you detained Mr. 
Roger Calero a legal Nicaraguan immigrant 
in America with intentions of permanently 
deporting him out of this country. I'm pro
testing this action taken in the form of this 
letter. 

I feel this is an unjust act; and it is a hinder 
to him from performing his job as a jour
nalist. 

Hector Flores, secretary-treasurer, 
Amalgamated Transit Union Local308, 
Chicago, Illinois. · 

Given the fact that Mr. Calero's youthful 
transgression has been known to you for at 
least 12 years and you have twice previously 
approved his application for permanent resi
dency I can not see the justification for a 
hearing whose goal is to deport him toNica
ragua. 

I respectfully request that legal processes 
begun against Mr. Calero be stopped and that 
he be permitted to resume his normal func
tioning as a resident of the United States. 

Baxter Smith, editor, Community 
limes, Westminster, Maryland. 

Mr. Calero has made several reporting 
trips outside the United States in his capac
ity with Perspectiva Mundial. So, it is as
tounding and bewildering that he is being 
detained at this point. 

I urge you to reconsider your detention 
of Mr. Calero. He was doing nothing other 
than what countless other members of our 
profession routinely do on reporting trips. 

Rev. David Fallon, pastor, Parroquia Ia 
Sagrada Familia, Cleveland, Ohio. 

I write this letter to express my conster
nation and outrage for the treatment given 
to Roger Calero. 

As an associate editor of Perspectiva 
Mundial he makes an important contribu
tion to the diffusion of knowledge and cul
ture to many diverse groups. I urge you to 
use your discretionary power to permit his 
release and to resolve his case fairly. 

Nick Castle, Hollywood film director, 
Los Angeles, California. 

My name is Nick Castle. I have spent the 
last thirty years writing and directing motion 
pictures. As a writer I have contributed to 
many films including, Steven Spielberg's 
Hook, and John Carpenter's Escape from New 
York. As a director my credits include, Tap, 
Dennis the Menace, and Major Payne. 

It is with great concern that I have learned 
of the case of Roger Calero who has been 
imprisoned by your department. Mr. Calero 
is a seasoned writer and editor for the re
spected journal Perspectiva Mundial. 

I take attacks on the Bill of Rights and the 
First Amendment seriously. As an active 
member of the Directors Guild of America 

Nick Castle 

(DGA) and the Writers Guild of America 
(WGA) I will take this case to our member
ship for consideration. We in the Hollywood 
community have learned many a hard lesson 
about government interference in the arts. I'm 
sure many will find this case of a journalist 
threatened with deportation for simply speak
ing his mind as abhorrent as I do. 

Young Socialists join fight against 
the deportation of Roger Calero 

The following is a statement issued by 
the Young Socialists on December 16. 

The Young Socialists join in the fight to 
demand that the Immigration and Natural
ization Service immediately drop its efforts 
to deport Roger Calero, the associate editor 
of Perspective Sundial and staff writer for the 
Militant. The INS arrested Calero December 
3 when he arrived at the Houston Interconti
nental Airport from·a reporting assignment 
in LatinAmerica,jailed him for 10 days, and 
is seeking to revoke his permanent residency 
status and deport him to Nicaragua. 

Calero was returning from Havana, Cuba, 
where he covered a conference on the Free 
Trade Area of the Americas attended by 
trade unionists and others; and in 
Guadalajara, Mexico, reporting on the 
Guadalajara international book fair and the 
congress of the Continental Organization of 
Caribbean and Latin American Students, 
both held in that city. Members of the Young · 
Socialists took part in these events. We ap
peal to the students and others who attended 
those conferences to join us in the fight to 
stop Calero's deportation. 

To try to deport him, the immigration cops 
are using a 1988 conviction on Calero's 
record, when as a high school student in Los 
Angeles he copped a plea to charges of sell
ing an ounce of marijuana to an undercover 
cop--a victimization many young people are 
familiar with. Yet the INS itself granted him 

permanent residence with full knowledge of 
that record, in effect waiving the conviction. 

The federal government is seeking to de
prive Calero of his right to live and work as 
a journalist here. Many young people cari 
identify with his fight-from the hundreds 
of thousands of immigrants who face INS 
terror in workplaces and neighborhoods, to 
those who confront police harassment and 
harsh laws used to criminalize working 
people and youth. 

These attacks show the true face of the 
capitalist "justice" system. They are part of a 
war that the billionaire rulers of the United 
States are waging against workers and farm
ers at home, which is tied to the wars of plun
der they are preparing abroad to defend their 
declining empire. The YS is committed to the 
fight to overturn this dog-eat-dog system of 
exploitation and to join with working people 
and the oppressed around the globe in creat
ing a world based on human solidarity. 

The publications that Calero helps pro
duce-the Militant and Perspectiva 
Mundial-are ours. We will continue to get 
out these political weapons at campuses, 
street tables, workplaces and plant gates. 

We pledge to campaign vigorously across 
the country against the INS efforts to de
port Calero-working together with the 
broadest possible forces. We know that 
many will see this fight as their own. 

Stop the INS deportation proceedings 
against Roger Calero now! 
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Defenders of Calero 
organize to fight 
deportation moves 
Continued from Page 9 
and Perspectiva Mundial-with colleagues 
determined to back him-and a longtime 
union and political fighter with former co
workers and fighters who are also eager to 
come to his defense." 

Once the campaign got rolling, he said, 
"both his defenders on one side and the gov
ernment on the other began learning how 
many others were itching for a fight" around 
the issues of journalistic freedom and im
migrant rights. 

ing an active part in the groundbreaking 
fight to form a union there-have signed 
the petition so far (see accompanying 
article.) 

United Food and Commercial Work
ers Local 789 president Bill Pearson was 
one of the first to send a message of pro
test to the INS, noting that "Roger was 
an active and committed leader" in the 
union fight at the Dakota Premium plant. 
"His co-workers saw him as a person to 
tum to for help," Pearson added. "So did 
I." 

Response among journalists 
Many reporters have felt increasing attacks 

on their rights, said Studer. Journalists have 
done jail time for refusing to reveal their 
sources, while the government has drawn a 
curtain of secrecy over court hearings for 
those detained since Sept. 11,2001. One or
ganization that has responded to the latest 
attack is the Reporters Committee for Free
dom of the Press, which has prominently dis
played Calero's case on its web site. 

The staff at a nearby deli where Calero 
stops daily for coffee and sandwiches 
contributed $1 00 to the defense fund and 
signed protest messages. 

Militant/Hilda C~z~o 
Perspectiva Mundial associate editor Roger Calero speaks at December 15 meeting about the 
fight against his deportation and the conditions inside the Houston immigration jail. 

Pointing to the response by immigrant 
rights groups, he said protest letters have 
been sent by the New York-based Coalition 
for the Human Rights of Immigrants, and 
supporters ofFaroukAbdel-Muhti, a Pales
tinian activist in New York who was arrested 
last year. 

Trade unionists and other workers who 
know Calero have also responded. Fifty 
workers at Dakota Premium Foods in South 
St. Paul, Minnesota-a plant where Calero 
worked before coming onto the Militant and 
Perspectiva Mundial editorial staffs, play-

-MILITANT 
LABOR 
FORUMS-

NEW JERSEY 
Newark 
Fight the Deportation of Roger Calero. 
Speaker: Roger Calero, associate editor of 
Perspectiva Mundial. Fri., Dec. 20. Program, 
7:30p.m.; dinner, 6:30 p.m.J68 Bloomfield Ave., 
2nd floor. Donation: program $5, dinner $5. Tel: 
(973) 481-0077. 

NEW YORK 
Upper Manhattan 
The Imperialist Plunder of Latin America: 
Why Working People Should Oppose the Free 
Trade Area of the Americas. Speaker: Paul 
Pederson, Socialist Workers Party. Fri., Dec. 20. 
Program, 7:30 p.m.; dinner, 6:30 p.m. 599 W 
I 87th St., 2nd floor. Donation: program $5, din
ner $5. Tel: (212) 740-4611. 

-LETTERS 

INS counterpunch 
In face of the unexpected wave of protest 

messages, "the INS made a calculated 
counter-move," Studer explained. "They let 
Roger out. In doing so they removed the 
rawest aspect of the campaign-the fact that 
he was thrown in jail and faced a threat of 
immediate exclusion." 

The release dealt with another thorn in 
their side, he said-"the fact that Roger had 
immediately begun interviewing fellow pris
oners and reporting on conditions in the 
Houston INS jail." 

Officials are hoping to "defuse, confuse, 
and slow down the defense campaign, while 
they press their effort to throw Roger out of 
the country and deal blows to his publica
tions and the rights of all," he said. 

The conditions placed on Calero's parole, 
including the instruction that he abide by 
all federal, state, and local laws, are a warn
ing that he is being carefully watched by 
federal authorities, and they can be expected 
to use any pretext to lock him up again. 

The attempt to deport Calero on the basis 
of a conviction more than 10 years old cuts 
across a June 2001 Supreme Court decision 
overruling parts of the 1996 immigration law. 
"One part of the 1996law said that the gov
ernment could bar you from the country, even 
if the INS had granted you a waiver for a 
court conviction in your past," said Studer. 
"Victims of this new law fought this change, 
and the court ruled it unconstitutional." 

Studer noted that Calero "is now avail
able to speak and meet with those who see 
a common cause in his fight. If you want 
him to speak before your group or to your 
co-workers, just give us a call." 

The co-chairpeople ofthe meeting, Naomi 
Craine, who is helping lead defense efforts 
in New York, and Paul Pederson, a member 
of the Young Socialists executive, read 
samples of protest letters sent to the INS. 

Martha Olvera ofHouston's Coalition for 

Dignity and Amnesty sent a message to the 
meeting saying, "I am so happy that Roger 
is out from the INS jail," adding that "this is 
just the first step .... We cannot let them de
port him." 

A letter of support was also received from 
defenders of Calero in Auckland, New 
Zealand. Earlier that week partisans of the 
Militant at a cut-and-kill plant in that city 
had collected a page of signatures on a peti
tion from co-workers, many of whose fami
lies are originally from Pacific Island coun
tries like Samoa and the Cook Islands. 

Thousands face similar conditions 
Calero explained that many of the nearly 

500 people inside the "Houston Processing 
Center" are locked up because they were 
caught without papers, often owing to de
lays in processing work permit applications 
and other bureaucratic obstacles. The 1996 
immigration law has expanded the number 
of offenses that immigrants can be deported 
for, he noted. 

Many workers jail~!d by the INS were 
only too pleased to be interviewed by Calero 
for the, socialist and labor press, said the jour
nalist. 

The processing center is run for the INS 
by the Corrections Corporation of America, 
a private company. True to its profit-mak
ing character, the jailers provide a photog
raphy service, charging $2 for Polaroid 
snapshots. This "crude example of capital
ism at work," he said, became an opportu
nity for him and others to get to know each 
other better as they posed for a group pho
tograph. 

When Calero asked those posing for the 
group shot whether it was okay for the Mili
tant and PM to use the shot. "Let it be seen;' 
was their response, he said. 

"This case will find a hearing among 
workers defending their unions, immigrant 
workers fighting for dignity, and other work-

ing people organizing resistance," said the 
journalist. 

In the discussion period a participant from 
Boston said he had met a lot of interest in the 
defense campaign at a meeting at the Uni
versity ofMassachusetts inAmherst that was 
protesting cop harassment of a professor from 
Iraq. Thirty-five of the 50 participants signed 
the petition or gave donations, he said. 

In response to a question Studer said 
Calero was jailed after being flagged on a 
computer like thousands of other workers. 
There is no evidence that his incarceration 
had anything to do with his political activ
ity, he said. Now, of course, "they do know 
who he is." 

Eugene Katz, the father of Sarah Katz, 
Calero's wife, told the Militant after the meet
ing that, although he is "not a socialist," he 
had written a letter protesting the INS action. 
"This is a civil rights issue," he said. "I'm 
interested in learning about others who are 
in Roger's position, those who have a green 
card and are still victimized. That to me is 
what's most outrageous about this case." 

Gorky, 35, an Ecuador-born worker liv
ing in the Bronx, said, "I know that what 
happened to Roger can happen to me." Re
ferring to the marijuana plea-bargain con
viction being used against Calero, the house 
painter said, "I think it's wrong that a small 
mistake in your youth will be dragged out 
from the past and used in this way, like a 
cross marked on your forehead." 

Anthony Roberts, who works as a cutter 
in a Brooklyn garment shop, expressed a 
similar viewpoint. "They have used a mild 
indiscretion against him," he said. "They do 
this kind of thing to put pressure on any
body who is a threat." 

Participants donated $1,200 for the de
fense effort. Many stayed afterward to con
tinue the discussion, lining up at the infor
mation table to get new ammunition for the 
ongoing campaign. 

'Hate crime' laws 
The Scottish government's use of 

anti-sectarian and anti-hatred dema
gogy to justify laws aimed at sup
pressing Irish nationalism reminds 
me very much of the campaign for 
hate crime laws popular with liberal 
activists and Democratic Party poli
ticians here in the United States. 
These laws, as the article in the De
cember 16 Militant correctly pointed 
out, allow bourgeois authorities to 
pose as neutral defenders of free 
speech while singling out workers 
and anti-imperialist fighters for ha
rassment and prosecution. 

shut down its website, while taking 
no action at all against Hillel, the 
Zionist student organization. The 
administration refused to remove 
the suspension for the rest of the 
term, even though no charges were 
ever filed, while it piously declared 
Fall 2002 the Semester on Con
structive Civil Discourse. 

'Rabbit-Proof Fence' 
I recently saw the film Rabbit

Proof Fence, which I would like to 
recommend to all your readers. The 
film is basically about the "white 
man's burden" and the true story of 
a young Aboriginal woman's defi
ance of it. Though set in Australia, 
the events could have taken place 
anywhere that European settlers felt 
they alone had the burden of civi
lizing the indigenous, darker
skinned population whether they 
wanted to be civilized or not. And 
as a U.S. resident it made me think 
ofth~ pictures I'd recently seen in 
the American Indian museum of the 
Indian Schools and their pupils. 

courageous, proud, and cunning 
young woman whose resistance in
spires admiration. 

They falsely claimed to have a 
video showing the youth throwing 
rocks outside the U.S. embassy in 
Bosnia. She asked me if it would 
be all right to give money to the 
Calero campaign instead. 

Supporters of the Palestinian 
struggle on university campuses 
across the U.S. are learning the truth 
about hate crime measures. In May 
of this year, a pro-Israel demonstra
tion on the campus of San Francisco 
State University ended in a confron
tation with young Palestinians in 
which hostile remarks were ex
changed, including racial epithets 
(according to the San Francisco 
Chronicle). University president 
Robert Comage immediately sus
pended the Union of Palestinian 
Students, revoked its funding and 

With pro-Palestine student orga
nizations from the University of 
California at Berkeley to the Uni
versity of Michigan under increas
ing attack, it is becoming clear that 
university authorities will use hate 
crime codes to harass and victim
ize those who dare speak out against 
Israel and U.S. policies in the 
Middle East. 

Experience is proving what the 
Militant has said many times-that 
hate crime measures are deadly 
threats to democratic rights. 
Whether as state statutes or student 
codes of conduct, they protect no 
one except the bourgeoisie's right 
to restrict freedom of speech as it 
sees fit. They must be everywhere 
opposed. 
Peter Anestos 
San Francisco, California 
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The movie states that the prac
tice of removing children from their 
Aboriginal parents ended in the 
1970s, but does not answer the 
question of what was happening in 
Australia at the time that forced the 
change-I do not believe it was a 
sudden change of heart. 

The most refreshing part of the 
film for me was that it was not a 
sentimental film, and the main char
acter is not presented as a poor vic
tim of the system, but instead as a 

Ruth Nebbia 
New York, New York 

Identify with Calero fight 
As I have talked up the campaign 

to free Roger Calero among co
workers in the factory in which I 
work, I have been struck by the ex
tent to which many workers have 
been touched by the issues posed 
by his case, and have participated 
in other defense efforts. 

A Colombian woman signed the 
petition right away, noting that 
Clinton had admitted smoking dope 
and was subsequently elected presi
dent. She saw the link between the 
INS actions and Calero's 
newspaper's stand against the Iraq 
war. Later, she asked that her name 
be removed from the sheet. She had 
signed a similar petition in her 
church to defend a young Bosnian 
studying in Canada, and had re
ceived a phone call from the RCMP 
·(Royal Canadian Mounted Police), 
Canada's secret police, challenging 
her for her support for his case. 

Another young man whose fam
ily comes from Ecuador read the 
information sheet and said, "It's like 
the sniper in Washington. The Span
ish people who didn't want to talk 
to the police were deported." 

A Filipina told me the story of 
her friend who was in Japan with
out papers, was deported, and re
turned there only once her Japanese 
boyfriend married her. 

Everyone spent some time trying 
to figure out why the INS would be 
so arbitrary. 
Katy LeRougetel 
Toronto, Canada 

The letters column is an open 
forum for all viewpoints on sub
jects ofinterest to working people. 

Please keep your letters brief. 
Where necessary they will be 
abridged. Please indicate if you 
prefer that your initials be used 
rather than your full name. 



U.S. further expands military in S. America 
Continued from front page 
ton now comes from the Americas, with 
Colombia, Venezuela, and Ecuador provid
ing more than 2 million barrels per day, 
about 20 percent of U.S. imports. 

An estimated 250-300 U.S. military per
sonnel are officially stationed in Colombia. 

U.S. air base in Manta, Ecuador 
In Ecuador the U.S. government has set 

up an air base in the town of Manta, signing 
a I 0-year lease in 1999. Gen. Charles 
Wilhelm, then head of the U.S. Southern 
Command, called the base the Pentagon's 
"number one priority" in the region~sup
posedly to combat drug trafficking~be
cause it "enables us to achieve full cover
age of Peru, Colombia, and ... areas of Bo
livia." Washington is upgrading the facility, 
spending millions on the construction ofliv
ing quarters for 200 U.S. military and civil
ian contract personnel. In addition, U.S. 
Special Forces are operating together with 
Ecuadoran troops along the border with 
Colombia. 

peasants, 

lation by Washington, reportedly a surveil
lance station for its theater missile defense 
system. It will also detonate underground 
atomic bombs~but only for "peaceful 
ends." The teachers union of Tierra del 
Fuego has been leading a campaign against 
the U.S. base. 

Washington is also pressing the govern
ments of Peru, Bolivia, and Chile for greater 
access to bases and more joint military ex
ercises. 

In October some 750 U.S. soldiers, in
cluding 450 from the Special Forces, car
ried out the "Tamarugal Cabanas 2002" joint 
maneuvers with troops from nine South 
American countries in Pandehue, Chile. 

In Bolivia, U.S. troops are helping con
struct several military bases, while peasant 
organizations have been campaigning 
against the presence ofU.S. Drug Enforce
ment Agency troops. 

'Antidrug' base in Peru 
In Peru, U.S. military personnel are de

ployed at three U.S.-built radar stations. In 
addition, a semisecret U.S. base is operat
ing in Iquitos, Peru. 

In a May 7, 2001 article in the Washing
ton Post, William Arkin wrote, "The mili
tary facility in lquitos, Peru is not a U.S. 
airbase, nor does it appear in any list ofU.S. 
military facilities. The Americans provid
ing real-time tracking information to the 
Peruvian air force are not government or 
military personnel. 

Manta is part of a larger network of For
ward Operating Locations (FOL) designed 
to take the place of Howard Air Force Base 
in Panama, a facility that reverted to Pana
manian sovereignty in 1999. Iri addition to 
the base in Ecuador, Washington was able 
to obtain military facilities in Aruba, 
Curacao, and Venezuela. The FOL airports 
remain officially in the hands of the host 
countries but in fact are controlled by the 
Pentagon. While under the terms of the 
agreements the U.S. forces are only permit
ted to participate in actions against "illegal 
narcotics activity," F -16 fighter jets have 
been reported along with military surveil
lance planes at the U.S.-used facilities in 
Aruba and Curacao. 

Washington is also stepping up its mili
tary presence in the Southern Cone, focus
ing its propaganda campaign around a "ter
rorist threat" in the border area shared by 
Brazil, Argentina, and Paraguay. 

16 during a 24-hour general strike by state workers. The demonstration was part of 
protests by 800,000 workers and peasants throughout the country against the 
government's austerity policies. Washington's military buildup in South America is 
aimed at the growing resistance by the toilers in the region. 

"So, who are the gaggle of Iquitos 'con
tractors' employed by a company named 
Aviation Development Corporation, a com
pany which is located on Maxwell Air Force 
base in Montgomery, Alabama, but is not a 
part of the U.S. Air Force? Who are the con
tractors operating a specially outfitted Cessna 
Citation V surveillance plane that flies the 
U.S. flag but does not belong to the U.S. gov
ernment? Who are the contractors operating 
from a hangar built by a Peruvian company 
paid by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers? 
They are the fighters in our drug war!" The Triple Border region is near areas that 

have simmered with worker and peasant 
protests in each of the countries~from pro
tests by peasants in eastern Paraguay, to so
cial explosions in northern Argentina, to 
land occupations by landless peasants in 
Brazil. 

The Pentagon has established an unoffi
cial military facility near the Triple Border 
city of Concepcion, eastern Paraguay, un
der the pretext of helping peasants build 
health-care centers and other facilities. U.S. 
military personnel have joined with Para
guayan troops in carrying out "antiterror
ist" exercises. Encouraged by Washington, 
the Paraguayan regime has targeted the 
Arab-Paraguayan community. 

Not far away, in the northeastern Argen
tine province ofMisiones, U.S. and Argen
tina military forces carried out jungle ma
neuvers in late October, stirring protests. 
One pretext used was that the U.S. marines 
were there "to combat the mosquito that 
carries dengue fever." 

A group of teachers, workers, and stu-

dents established a "Misiones Commission 
against the U.S. Intervention" to organize 
opposition to the military exercises. 

A sticking point between the two govern
ments prior to the maneuvers was 
Washington's demand that Buenos Aires 
extend full immunity to U.S. troops taking 
part in exercises from facing any war crimes 
charges before the newly formed Interna
tional Criminal Court. Carlos Ruckauf, 
Argentina's foreign minister, rejected the 
U.S. demand and said his government would 
oiler the same guarantees as in previous joint 
military maneuvers. 

U.S. facility in Tierra del Fuego 
At the same time, plans have been under 

way to establish a U.S. military facility in 
the far southern tip of Argentina, Tierra del 
Fuego. Washington has used Argentina's 
$141 billion foreign debt as a club to get 
the government in Buenos Aires to accede 
to its demands. 

U.S. defense secretary Donald Rumsfeld 
said in January that Washington would be 

"l~P~ 

The Second Declaration of Havana 
with The First Declaration of Havana 

Two declarations by the Cuban people to 
the oppressed and exploited throughout the 
Americas~each of them approved by 
acclamation at rallies of more than a million 
during the opening years of the revolution. 
Like its predecessor, the Second Declaration 
of Havana, from February 1962, is a call for 
continent-wide revolutionary struggle. "What 
does the Cuban revolution teach?" it asks. 
"That revolution is possible." Also available 
in French and Spanish. $4.50. 

To Speak the Truth 
Fidel Casto and Che Guevara 

In historic speeches before the United 
Nations and UN bodies, Guevara and Castro address the workers of the 
world, explaining why the U.S. government so hates the example set by 
the socialist revolution in Cuba and why Washington's effort to destroy it 
will fail. $16.95. 

Order online at www.pathfinderpress.com. Add $3 for shipping and handling. 
Also available from bookstores. including those listed on page 14. 

willing to financially assist the Argentine 
government in return for authorization to set 
up the base. In July the governor of Tierra 
del Fuego, Carlos Manfredotti, signed a 
decree authorizing use of a military instal-

Titled 'The Underground Military," the 
article points to the ways that Washington 
has covered up the real extent of its military 
involvement in South America. 

-25 AND 50 YEARS AGO---
1S CfJf'IS 

THE MILITANT 
A $00AUS1 NEWSWft:IQ.¥/tJUIUSHIEO IN THE INfUES\'1. Of 'tHE WOHING HOf>ll 

December 30, 1977 

Mexican political refugee Hector 
Marroquin walked out of the Maverick 
County Jail in Eagle Pass, Texas, Decem
ber 21, free on $10,000 bail. 

Marroquin, who is seeking political asy-

on granting asylum." 
Meanwhile, the INS has begun its attempt 

to deport Marroquin. A deportation hearing 
is scheduled for January 17. 

TH£ MILITANT 
PUBLISHlD IN THl INURESTS OF THl WORKING PEOPU 

NEW YORK, N.Y FIVE (5) C:E_NTS 

December 29, 1952 

lum here, served a ninety-day sentence for The militancy of the Negro people of the 
"attempting to illegally enter the country." South in their struggle against Jim Crow was 

The government's $10,000 ransom de- graphically described to the Flint branch of 
mand forced Marroquin to spend nearly a the National Association for the Advance-
week more behind bars while the U.S. Com- ment of Colored People by ... Mrs. Juanita 
mittee for Justice to Latin American Politi- Craft of Texas ... a woman in her sixties, a 
cal Prisoners (USLA) worked to raise the key organizer of the 182 NAACP branches 
money. in her state and a member of the NAACP 

Marroquin fled Mexico and came to the National Board. 
United States in April 197 4 after he was Referring to the tendency to complacency 
falsely accused of a murder in Monterrey. of some Negroes in the North, who, because 
He believed his life was in danger because of the relatively better economic and social 
he had been a political activist at the uni- conditions above the Mason-Dixon line, 
versity there. The Mexican government is wash their hands of the South or write it off 
notorious for its violation of the human as hopeless, Mrs. Craft said: "Let me warn 
rights of political dissidents~so notorious you that when McCarthyism gets a hold in 
it has drawn criticism even from the U.S. this land some of you will wish you could 
State Department. get back down South where we have fight-

One of the students who was accused with ing NAACP branches." 
Marroquin of the Monterrey murder was This dedicated crusader for human rights 
arrested in April, 1975. No one has heard described the militancy of the NAACP 
from him since. members in the South, "where it isn't so easy 

Marroquin was arrested at the border last or safe to be a member," and related with 
September as he returned from a visit to pride how Negroes had become stewards 
Mexico to see an attorney. At the time of and committeemen in the Texas CIO [Con-
his arrest, the U.S. government threatened gress oflndustrial Organizations union]. 
to "exclude" him~that is, merely ship him The audience listened intently as she enu-
back to Mexico after only the most perfunc- merated the daily heroic acts of individual 
tory hearing. Southern Negroes~refusal to transfer to 

An emergency campaign by USLA Jim Crow sections on trains, enrollment in 
slowed the government's drive, and won colleges and schools, remaining in the front 
hundreds of endorsers Marroquin's right to sections of buses. With enthusiasm she de-
political asylum. scribed the glorious day when she ate with 

"The support I have gotten convinces me the six Negro students in the cafeteria of 
that we can win my case," Marroquin said. the University of Dallas. As a little girl she 
"It also shows we can build a powerful had been warned constantly that no Negro 
movement in this country against Ia migra must even step on the lawn of that lily-white 
and against the discriminatory U.S. policy institution. 
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Trotsky: Imperialist conflicts on eve ofWWll 
Printed below is an excerpt from Writ

ings of Leon Trotsky (1936-37), one of 
Pathfinder's Books of the Month for De
cember. It is one of 14 volumes that cover 
the period ofTrotsky's exile from the So
viet Union in 1929 until his assassination 
at Stalin's orders in 1940. 

Several years before the hostilities of
ficially broke out, Trotsky explains the 
coming second imperialist slaughter
World War 11-including the relationship 
among the competing imperialist powers, 
the position of the weaker capitalist na-

BOOKS OF 
THE MONTH 

tions, and the response to these events by 
pacifist forces. Copyright © 1970 and 
1978 by Pathfinder Press, reprinted by 
permission. 

BY LEON TROTSKY 
Each day the press peers out toward the 

world horizon, looking for smoke and 
flames. In order to draw up a list of the pos
sible hearths of war, it would be necessary 
to refer to a whole primer of geography. At 
the same time, international antagonisms are 
so complicated and confused that no one can 
predict the point at which the war will break 
out, not to speak of the alignments of the 
belligerent parties. There will be shooting, 
but who will shoot at whom, nobody 
knows .... 

The situation is still further complicated 
by the middle and small states. They are like 
heavenly satellites, not knowing around 
which planet they should revolve. Poland is 

av-eltrbe-r BOOKS 

OF THE MONTH 

Fascism: What It Is 
and How to Fight It 
LEON TROTSKY 
The origins of fascism, and a working-class strat
egy to defeat it. $4.00. Special price: $3.00. 

The Great Labor Uprising 
of 1877 
PHILIP S. FONER 
The first generalized 
confrontation 
between capital and 
labor in the United 
States, which 
effectively shut down 
the entire railway 
system. $19.95. 
Special price: $15.50 

ROBERT W. MULLEN 
Reveals many of the 
little-known facts 
about the role and 
treatment of Black 
Gls. $9.95. Special 
price: $7 .50. 

Writings of Leon 
Trotsky 1936-37 
One of 14 volumes 
covering the period ofTrotsky's exile from the 
Soviet Union in 1929 until his assassination at 
Stalin's orders in 1940. $31.95. Special price: 
$24.00. 

Join the Pathfinder Readers 
Club for $10 and receive 

discounts all year long 

ORDER ONLINE AT 

WWW. PATHFINDERPRESS.COM 

real? A protracted decay of humanity as 
a result of the new war is not excluded. 
But fortunately it is not the only pros
pect. Long before the mutual destruction 
of peoples has proceeded to its end, the 
political and social machinery of each 
country will be put to the test. The work 
of war may be cut short by revolution. 

allied with France on 
paper, but in practice 
collaborates with Ger
many. Rumania for
mally belongs to the 
Little Entente but is 
drawn by Poland, not 
unsuccessfully, into the 
orbit of German-Italian 
influence. Belgrade's 
growing rapprochement 
with Rome and Berlin 
evokes ever-increasing 
anxiety not only in 
Prague but also in 
Bucharest. On the other 
hand, Hungary fears, 
with complete justifica
tion, that her territorial 
aspirations will be the 
first to fall victim to the 
friendship between Ber
lin, Rome, and Belgrade. 

Leon Trotsky, right, with U.S. communist leader Farrell Dobbs in 
Mexico, 1937. Trotsky spoke on the sharpening conflicts among 
capitalist powers that led to the second imperialist slaughter. 

I am little inclined to share the hope 
that the proletariat will be able at the nec
essary moment to resist with force the 
commencement of war operations. On the 
contrary, in the months of approaching 
war danger as well as during the first pe
riod of war, the masses will be dominated 
by centripetal, patriotic tendencies with 
the force of a natural reflex. This applies 
to classes and national groups within the 
various states as well as, for example, to 
the component parts of the British empire. 
But the further progress of war, with its 
train of destitution, savagery, and despair, 
will of necessity not only regenerate but 
also develop to the extreme all frictions, They all want peace, 

especially those who can expect no good 
from war: the Balkan countries, the little 
Baltic states, Switzerland, Belgium, Hol
land, the Scandinavian states. Their minis
ters come together at conferences, conclude 
agreements, and make speeches about 
peace. The whole thing resembles a puppet 
show on the crater of a volcano. Not one of 
the minor powers will be allowed to remain 
on the sidelines. They will all shed blood. 
The idea which only yesterday seemed ab
surd, that the Scandinavian countries might 
fight among themselves, is today becoming 
a probability. Germany need only find sup
port in Sweden, and Great Britain in Den
mark, and the Scandinavian "sisters" will 
discover themselves in antagonistic camps. 
On the condition, naturally, that Great Brit
ain and Germany fight each other. 

Pacifism, fascism, and war 
It was not long ago that pacifists of vari

ous stripes believed or pretended to believe 
that a new war could be prevented with the 
aid of the League of Nations, show con
gresses, referendums, and other theatrical 
enterprises, the majority of which were fi
nanced from the budget of the USSR. What 
has remained of these illusions? Of the seven 
great powers, three-the United States, Ja
pan, and Germany-are out of the League 
of Nations; a fourth, Italy, is destroying the 
League from within. The other three find it 
ever less necessary to cover their special 

interests with the League label. The melan
choly partisans of the Geneva institution, 
yesterday the "hope of mankind," have 
reached the conclusion that the only way to 
"save" the League consists in not confront
ing it with any important questions. In 1932, 
when the famous disarmament conference 
was opened, the European armies numbered 
3,200,000 men. In 1936, this number had 
already risen to 4,500,000 and continued to 
grow uninterruptedly. What has happened 
to Lord Cecil's referendums?1 Who will re
ceive the next Nobel Peace Prize? The 
Geneva disarmament policy has ceased to 
be even a worthy object of caricature. 

War and revolution 
In war, the big and the strong obtain pre

dominance over the small and the weak. 
Geographical location, territorial dimen
sions, size of population, resources of war 
materials, reserves of gold, and technology 
assure the United States of a tremendous 
predominance over other countries. If one 
admits that the world war will proceed to 
its natural end, that is, to the complete ex
haustion of the belligerent camps, one can
not escape the conclusion that domination 
over our planet will fall to the lot of the 
United States. However, domination over 
decadence and destruction, over hunger, 
epidemics, and savagery would inevitably 
signify the decline of America's own civili
zation. To what extent is such a perspective 

antagonisms, and centrifugal tendencies, 
which sooner or later will find their expres
sion in insurrections and revolution. Even in 
this case, naturally, war remains the worst 
misfortune which can befall humanity. But 
the earlier the masses of the people make an 
end ofit, the more easily will humanity's self
inflicted wounds heal.... 

Since a new war of nations will start 
where the old one left off, the extermina
tion of human lives and the expenditure of 
war materials will, from the very beginning, 
be several times greater than at the begin
ning of the last war, and will at the same 
time have a tendency to further rapid in
crease. The tempos will be more feverish, 
the destructive forces more grandiose, the 
distress of the population more unbearable. 
There is consequently every reason to ex
pect that the mass reaction will begin, not 
after two and a half years, as in czarist Rus
sia, nor after a little more than four years, 
as in Germany and Austria-Hungary, but 
considerably earlier. But a definite answer 
to the question of dates can naturally be 
given only by events themselves. 

1 Robert Cecil (1864-1958) was a Tory mem
ber of Parliament and president of the League of 
Nations Union, 1923-45. He conducted a "peace 
ballot" in 1935 that polled Britons on the popu
larity of war and rearmament. He was awarded 
the Nobel Peace Prize in 1937. 
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-EDITORIALS---------

Stop deportation of ROger Calero 
We celebrate the success in getting Roger Calero pa

roled and out of the immigration jail in Houston, where 
he was locked up for 1 0 days on his return from a report
ing assignment abroad, It's an important first step in the 
fight to prevent him from being excluded from the United 
States. That fight is on, and it needs to be broadened even 
further. 

The campaign to stop the deportation of Calero, a Mili
tant staff writer and associate editor of the Spanish-lan
guage Perspectiva Mundial, has become the property of 
an expanding range of individuals and organizations
defenders of freedom of the press, immigrants rights ac
tivists, unionists, supporters of civil liberties, and many 
others. 

They are outraged at the INS's attack on Calero's right 
to live and work as a journalist in this country. The fight 
also strikes a chord because what happened to Calero and 
what he faces today is what tens of thousands of immi
grants confront in this country at the hands of the hated/a 
migra cops. 

The defense campaign has been widely circulated
from the Spanish-language daily newspaper in Houston 
to the nationwide Pacifica radio chain, to the bulletin of 
the Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press. Mes
sages of protest to Houston INS district director Hipolito 
Acosta have come from across the country and around 
the world. 

The rapidity and breadth of this outcry made the INS 
cops who seized Calero in Houston December 3 step back 
and take stock of what they had on their hands. They made 
a calculated decision to let him out, in order to gain time 
and leeway to carry through their drive to throw him out 
of the country. 

Supporters of the fight to stop the deportation of Calero 
can use this time to deepen the campaign, spread the word 
further, and increase the pressure. 

As the wealthy rulers of this country have ratcheted up 
their war drive abroad and attacks on the rights of work
ing people at home, many have been looking for an op
portunity to wage a fight to defend their interests. They 
will see in Calero's battle an opportunity to defend one of 
their own and to defend their ability to work and live free 
from restrictions and intimidation. 

All those who have responded can use this opportunity 
to expand the breadth and intensity of our efforts to press 
the government to drop its exclusion proceedings against 
Calero. You can send protest messages to the INS district 
director, circulate petitions, make a contribution to help 
make the defense effort possible. Above all, you can in
volve others in this defense campaign. Calero is available 
to speak at special events to help win backing in this fight 
for justice. 

Stop the deportation of Roger Calero! Drop the INS 
exclusion proceedings now! 

An indictment of capitalism 
Argentina is the world's fourth-largest exporter offood. 

It is also a country where, every year, 11,000 children die 
of malnutrition or other preventable causes. 

What is the problem? Big-business politicians will talk 
for hours to explain it away. But this problem has a name: 
it is capitalism. 

The pictures of skeleton-like children in Tucuman prov
ince and other rural areas is not the result of a natural 
catastrophe like a flood or earthquake. The rise of child 
malnutrition is a direct result of how capitalism works. 
There is plenty of food, but with massive layoffs and so
cial cutbacks in recent months, two-thirds of working 
people in the province cannot afford to purchase food to 
meet basic human needs. When kids fall ill, parents can
not find basic medicines because of the virtual collapse 
of the public health system-part of the country's eco
nomic meltdown. 

Argentina is a semicolonial country in a world divided 
between a large majority of oppressed nations and a hand
ful of industrialized, imperialist powers. 

This setup reinforces unequal terms of trade. The prices 
of agricultural goods and raw materials tend to decline, 
while prices for industrial equipment purchased from 
imperialist countries tend to go up, pushing semicolonial 
countries deeper into debt. 

Through debt bondage, Washington and other imperi
alist powers plunder the economies of the semicolonial 
world. Oppressed nations in Latin America, Asia, and 
Africa shell out tens of billions in interest payments to 
imperialist creditors, yet the foreign debt continues to 
grow. A huge proportion of the national wealth of Argen
tina and other Latin American countries is used to pay 
this tribute to the imperialist powers. 

To pay these billions to the imperialists, the Argentine 
government does its best to obey their instructions: it 
slashes social programs, chops retirement pensions and 
wages of government workers, and raises utility rates and 
taxes. Bosses are shutting plants and laying off thousands. 
With the devaluation of the peso, workers' wages have 
shrunk by 70 percent. Imperialist trade pacts, such as the 
Free Trade Area in the Americas, reinforce the crisis by 
giving protectionist advantages to U.S. companies that 
devastate industries and agriculture in semicolonial coun
tries. 

Not one of these moves, however, is made without re
sistance by workers and peasants. In Argentina there are 
protests on a daily basis, from marches by unemployed 
workers to student actions, and plant takeovers; and simi
lar conditions are brewing in other countries throughout 
the continent. 

The labor movement in this country should join in the 
demand to cancel the Third World debt-now more than 
$2 trillion-and add its voice to the calls to remove tariffs 
and other protectionist weapons used against semi colonial 
nations. We can fight together with workers in other coun
tries against a common enemy-the handful of billion
aire families who make up the U.S. ruling class, and the 
government that serves their interests. 

The pictures of emaciated children with bloated stom
achs-in Argentina as well as in Africa--are an indict
ment of the capitalist system. This is a strong reason to 
join a revolutionary movement of workers and farmers, 
one that can take power out of the hands of the exploiters 
and reorganize society so that the abundance of natural 
resources and labor power in the world can be used to 
meet human needs. 

Pathfinder booth at Guadalajara 
Continued from Page 5 
lished in English?" asked Ariel Sacks. Originally from 
Boston, Sacks is teaching English at a school in 
Guadalajara. She explained that she has run into anti
Semitism, stereotyped views of Jews, and general igno
rance of the situation that existed in Germany during the 
Nazi regime, including the fascist slaughter of Jews. 

Those staffing the Pathfinder booth described the ef
forts of volunteers around the world to digitize and trans
late the entire list of Pathfinder titles. Eva Chertov, a bi
lingual teacher in a New York City high school who helped 
staff the booth, is one of the more than 200 volunteers 
digitizing the backlist of Pathfinder Press. 

Many who came to the booth bought the titles on the 
Middle East that are currently available only in English. 
Thirty-one copies were sold of issue no. 1 of Nueva 
Intemacional, "Washington's Assault on Iraq: The Open
ing Guns of World War Three." 

Judith Trujillo Roque, a worker who is also a student at 
the University of Guadalajara, was glad to meet Francisco 
Picado, a union coal miner from Colorado helping staff 
the booth. "She said she is looking for people who think 
'like this,' pointing to the books," Picado reported. 

Roque described to Picado a recent experience in the 
electronics factory where she worked. After she led job 
action to demand higher wages and better working condi
tions, the bosses convinced her that taking a job as a lead 
was a way to improve everyone's wages. When she real
ized what they were doing-she was earning more than 

her co-workers-she quit the job. "Some of the people I 
go to school with think I'm crazy," she said. 

'Important to know our past' 
Montserrat Maldonado, 18, spent a good bit of time in 

the booth talking to Natalie Stake-Doucet, a member of 
the Young Socialists living in Vancouver, Canada. Stake
Doucet explained the tremendous impact that the book 
Women 's Evolution by Evelyn Reed had on her when she 
was new to a revolutionary perspective. "I like the femi
nist perspective. It's important to know our past, our his
tory," Maldonado replied. She bought the book and asked 
Stake-Doucet to keep in touch by e-mail. 

An important part of the book fair was the hundreds of 
work shops, book launchings, and cultural presentations. 
A young woman asked at a workshop on world poverty, 
"Isn't there a contradiction between the distribution of re
sources and capitalism?" Natalie Stake-Doucet invited her 
to visit the Pathfinder booth, where she bought nine titles 
and a copy of the socialist magazine Perspectiva Mundial. 

While the fair was taking place, Mexican farmers were 
demonstrating in the capital city nearly every day, demand
ing relief for farmers devastated by the lifting of protec
tive tariffs on Mexican farm products as a result of trade 
agreements promoted by Washington. 

These events, together with discussions about the world
wide crisis facing workers and farmers and a revolution
ary alternative to that crisis, helped make Capitalism's 
World Disorder one of Pathfinder's top sellers. 

New York 
transit union 
announces deal 
BY STU SINGER 
AND ARRIN HAWKINS 

NEW YORK-Shortly after thousands of transit work
ers and supporters marched over the Brooklyn Bridge and 
rallied at City Hall December 16, Transit Workers Union 
Locall 00 officials and representatives of the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority (MTA) held a joint press confer
ence announcing a proposed three-year contract settlement. 

As the Militant went to press, details of the proposal 
were not available. According to press reports, the con
tract included a wage freeze, along with a $1,000 lump 
sum, for the first year, and a 3 percent raise for the second 
and third years. The union negotiators agreed to measures 
the MTA says will increase "productivity." 

The MTA reportedly dropped its demand that workers 
pay an additional $1,000 toward their pension fund. The 
unionists will have to pay higher copayments for drugs 
and doctor visits, but not the biweekly $22 health insur
ance premiums the employer had demanded. 

The authority said it would overhaul its disciplinary sys
tem, notorious for its arbitrary and harsh nature. 

The city and state governments and the big-business 
media waged an intense propaganda campaign against the 
transit workers and warned of dire consequences if they 
walked out. The transit authority won a court injunction 
prohibiting a strike based on the Taylor Law, which bars 
strikes by public employees. State and city officials threat
ened the 34,000-member union with massive fines and 
possible jail time if they went ahead with a stoppage. 

In face of the MTA's intransigence, workers marched to 
keep the pressure on as union officials negotiated. 

A major concern was safety, which came sharply into 
focus after two track workers were killed on the job. One 
marcher, Mark Allen, a light maintainer, knew Kurien Baby, 
who was killed November 23 when setting out a warning 
light to protect his crew at the Canal Street station. Allen 
said supervisors are supposed to make sure there are enough 
workers watching for trains, but they do not always do that 
because of pressure to work faster with fewer staff. 

Allen confirmed that tracks designed for smaller trains 
and smaller workers in the past posed new safety hazards 
today. He said workers who are 6 feet 2 inches or taller 
often do not feel safe, particularly in the tunnels running 
under the East River between Brooklyn and Manhattan. 

L. Corvero, a flagger, explained that flagging is done 
differently for different work crews, with small crews get
ting totally inadequate protection. "When the flagger is right 
next to the work crew, there is no chance for a train to stop 
in time." After the two deaths, the workers report that the 
union pressured the MTA to increase the number of flaggers 
on all the crews, but the company refused to make these 
changes permanent. 

Another important issue in the contract fight was against 
the extreme disciplinary actions by the transit authority. 
The MTA conducted 45,000 "home investigations" of sick 
workers in the last three years and issued 16,000 disci
plinary actions per year for a work force of 34,000. 

Jose Cotto, a 22-year veteran car inspector, explained, 
"There's a lot of harassment by supervisors. They'll come 
up and tell you to work faster. They'll suspend you for 
two days for correcting a mistake by a supervisor. They 
order unqualified workers into dangerous positions and 
order you to lift heavy motors, when that is supposed to 
be done with special equipment. If you refuse, they sus
pend you. The union wins a lot of these cases in arbitra
tion, but that drags on for a long time." 

He added, "You can call in sick and a beakie [boss] will 
be at your house in 20 minutes to see if you are really sick." 

TWU Local 100 members will be voting on the con
tract by mail later in the month. 
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Australia gov't asserts 'right' to intervene 
BY RON POULSEN 

SYDNEY, Australia-Australian prime 
minister John Howard's December 1 asser
tion that he would be prepared to launch 
military strikes outside the country's bor
ders against a so-called "terrorist" threat has 
sparked protests and a diplomatic storm in 
Southeast Asian capitals. 

The controversy erupted after the broad
cast of an interview with Howard on the na
tional Sunday current affairs program. 
Asked whether his government would be 
prepared to use special forces to launch a 
strike in another country if a "terrorist 
group" was planning operations, Howard 
was unequivocal. "If you believed that 
somebody was going to launch an attack 
against your country, either of a conven
tional kind or of a terrorist kind, and you 
had a capacity to stop it and there was no 
alternative," he said, "then of course you 
would have to use it." 

The statement had particular resonance 
given the Australian government's aggres
sive military stance in'the region, particu
larly over the recent period. The imperialist 
rulers have led a United Nations occupation 
force in East Timor, intervened militarily in 
the Solomon Islands and Bougainville, and 
have mounted aggressive naval patrols tQ 
head off boats carrying immigrants from 
Asia. 

Australian federal cops and officers of the 
secret police headed to Bali and Jakarta in 
Indonesia following the October 12 bomb
ing on the Indonesian island of Bali in which 
nearly lOOAustralian citizens were killed. 

In the Philippines capital of Manila 

people took to the streets to denounce 
Howard. Renato Reyes ofBayan (the New 
Patriotic Alliance), told reporters December 
2 that the Australian government was a 
"bully," and "no different from the United 
States." 

A few days earlier the Australian govern
ment had closed its embassy in the city, cit
ing a "specific threat" from "Islamic extrem
ists." The Canadian government followed 
suit. The Philippines government initially 
criticized the action, but changed its tune af
ter being briefed by Australian foreign af
fairs officials. 

Southeast Asian government leaders and 
media commentators protested Howard's 
veiled threat. Malaysian Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohamad said his government 
would consider it"an act of war" if Canberra 
carried out any such military attack. 
Howard, he said, acts like "a white-roan 
sheriff in some Black country," represent
ing a European enclave that sticks out like a 
"sore thumb" in Asia. 

Indonesian military chief General 
Endriartono Sutarto said, "Such an action 
[would be] an act of aggression against an
other sovereign country and we will not 
stand by should they attack." 

"Australia ready to invade Asia" was a 
headline in Jakarta's Republika newspaper. 

Threat to sovereignty 
Senior officials in the Philippines, Thai

land, and Singapore denounced the com
ments, reported the Sydney Morning Her
ald, as a ''threat to sovereignty, an unfriendly 
act, and a blow to regional cooperation 

Mexican farmers protest 'free trade' 

Tlltou.saJilds offarmers and farm workers in Mexico City march banner 
revolutionary hero Emiliano Zapata to protest against tariff reductions agreed to 
by the government under the North American Free Trade Agreement. Subsidized 
U.S. agricultural imports into the country are threatening to wipe out small pro
ducers who can't compete against the low-priced U.S. commodities. 

against terrorism." 
Seeking to downplay Howard's threats, 

Foreign Minister Alexander Downer called 
a meeting December 4 with the 10 ambas
sadors of the Association of Southeast Asian 

Nations (ASEAN) countries. The govern
ments "know the obvious point that we are 
not about to launch bombing raids or land 
troops in ASEAN countries;• he said. 

Japan sends warship to Indian Ocean 
Howard has restated his position, saying 

that international law should be redrafted 
to give the cover of"self-defense" to pow
ers using first strikes against "terrorists" in 
foreign countries without UN approval. The 
statement drew further protests. 

BY MAURICE WILLIAMS 
The Japanese government announced De

cember 4 that before the end of the year it 
would dispatch an Aegis destroyer to the In
dian Ocean. The heavily armed U.S.-built 
warship carries advanced radar and commu
nications equipment. 

Defense Agency Director Gen. Shigeru 
Ishiba said the ship would provide "logisti
cal support" for Washington's military op
erations in the region. Striking nationalist 
themes, Tokyo government officials have also 
said that the ship will "protect Japanese ship
ping," according to the New York Times. 

"To utilize such a high-tech vessel effec
tively contributes to national interests;• said 
Chief Cabinet Secretary Yasuo Fukuda. 

The 7,250-tonAegis, the largest warship 
in the Japanese navy, is capab1e of attack
ing more than 10 targets simultaneously and 
detecting about 200 aircraft and missiles 
several hundred kilometers away at the same 
time. The vessel can collect and transmit 
military data to the U.S. war fleet. It will 
join five other Japanese vessels that have 
been operating in the area since November 
200 l--one month after Washington began 
bombingAfghanistan. Two of the five func
tion as refueling ships for the U.S. fleet. The 
other three earlier-generation destroyers 
stand guard over them. 

"We greatly appreciate this effort by Ja
pan in the support of Operation Enduring 
Freedom," said U.S. deputy secretary of 
state Richard Armitage in Tokyo on Decem
ber 11, using Washington's name for its as
sault onAfghanistan. During his tour of Asia 
to gamer support for a U.S.-led military as
sault on Iraq, Armitage described Japan as 
"our most important ally in Asia." 

"The Aegis decision sends a clear mes
sage to Washington, which has been asking 
Tokyo unofficially to send the destroyer," 
commented the December 7 Japan Times. 
"As such, it was timed with an eye to 
[Armitage's visit] and subsequent Japan
U.S. ministerial security talks." 

According to the Japanese English-lan
guage weekly, the destroyer's "timely 
dispatch ... can pick up some of the slack" of 
U.S. military operations inAfghanistan and 
"thereby provide indirect support for an anti
Iraq operation." 

Washington has also "unofficially" asked 
the Japanese government to send a P-3C 
Orion antisubmarine patrol aircraft to the 
area, reported Japan Today. The on-line 
news magazine noted that "U.S. government 
officials have made it repeatedly clear over 
the past months that they are expecting at 
least the same level of support ... when the 
United States moves on to Iraq to get rid of 
Saddam Hussein by force." 

The stance of the Japanese government 
toward today's imperialist war drive in the 
Middle East stands in contrast to the Gulf 
War of just over a decade ago, in which To
kyo played no military role. Restricted to 
"checkbook diplomacy," the Japanese rul
ers coughed up more than $13 billion to
ward the cost of Operation Desert Storm
the code name for the brutal assault on Iraq 
led by Washington. 

In 1991 following the Gulf War, Tokyo 
took a somewhat different approach, send
ing 500 Self-Defense Force troops to there
gion to serve in a United Nations "peace
keeping mission." The Japanese ruling class 
has substantial stakes in any war or insta
bility in the Middle East, being heavily re
liant on the region's oil despite efforts to 
break down that dependence. · 
. A few weeks after Washington began 
bombing Afghanistan last year, Tokyo be
gan its military deployment in the Indian 
Ocean dispatching on November 25 a de
stroyer, a minesweeper, and a supply ship. 
The warships were given authorization to 
fire if attacked. 

Japan's military potential 
Japan has a large and modem standing 

army with roughly a quarter of a million 
troops in uniform and an annual military 
budget of $45 billion-the highest among 
the imperialist countries after the United 
States. According to Japanese government 
2001 figures, Japan's naval power includes 
54 destroyers, 16 submarines, 32 mine war
fare vessels, 3 patrol combat aircraft, 8land
ing ships, and 29 auxiliary ships. 

The decision to deploy several ships be
yond Japan's territorial waters is the latest 
in a series of moves by the country's impe
rialist rulers to step up their military reach. 

In the last decade capitalist politicians in 
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Japan have begun to chip away at post
World War II restraints on the deployment 
abroad of the armed forces. These restric
tions were part of the constitution dictated 
by Washington in the period of U.S. mili
tary occupation that followed Japan's sur
render in 1945. 

The "war on terror" has provided a cover 
for Tokyo's recent military moves. Last year, 
~urged on by the U.S. government, the par
liament approved legislation allowing the 
Japanese military to contribute to "efforts 
of the international community for the pre
vention and eradication of terrorism." This 
law requires a parliamentary review every 
six months of Japan's participation in the 
"fight against international terrorism." 

Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi, who 
spoke out against Japan's "checkbook di
plomacy" during the Gulf War as opposed 
to military intervention, pushed for rapid 
passage of the new legislation. 

On November 19 the parliament voted to 
extend Japan's military support for the U.S. 
military operation in Afghanistan for an
other six months. 

These moves have sparked debates within 
the ruling coalition government, which in
cludes Koizumi's Liberal Democratic Party, 
the New Komeito party, and the New Con
servative Party. Liberal Democratic Party 
legislator Hiromu Nonaka said on Decem
ber 4 that he "vehemently" opposed dis
patching the Aegis destroyer to the Indian 
Ocean because it "could trigger a move to 
drive our nation in a dangerous direction, 
including deployment of forces against 
Iraq." 

Criticism from Japan's opposition parties 
has generally been mild. Kansei Nakano, the 
leader of the main opposition Democratic 
Party, described the warship's dispatch as 
"a bit heavy-handed." 

Although these steps are taken at 
Washington's urging, the Japanese rulers are 
constantly reminded of who is the boss in 
this "alliance." Adding to potential friction 
is the particular resonance in Japan of U.S. 
officials' comparisons of September 11 to 
the Pearl Harbor attack. That military move 
was made under the pressure of the 
Roosevelt administration's 1940 embargo 
on oil sales to its Asian competitor. 

The Australian prime minister's remarks 
were consistent with the foreign policy 
stance of his government on Asia and the 
South Pacific and as part of the U.S.-led war 
drive in the Middle East. Defense Minister 
Robert Hill said that "it's time for a new and 
distinct doctrine of preemptive action" 
against countries such as Iraq in a new en
vironment of"global terrorist threats." 

The govemment-fundedAustralian Stra
tegic Policy Institute warned November 28 
that Indonesia and "Pacific states like the 
Solomon Islands and Papua New Guinea" 
could be a source for terrorists and financ
ing. Its Beyond Bali report recommended 
boosting federal, state, and secret police 
powers and numbers under a new "counter
terrorism intelligence center" with an over
all national director. 

Debate in ruling circles 
The regional response to Howard's stance 

sparked some debate in ruling circles in Aus
tralia. Labor opposition leader Simon Crean 
described Howard's remarks on the Sunday 
program as "provocative and unnecessary." 
When pressed, however, Crean refused to 
rule out backing for such military action. 

Crean recently announced Labor propos
als to create a federal home affairs depart
ment to coordinate "national security," and 
to establish an oceangoing coast guard. 

A December 3 Sydney Morning Herald 
editorial criticized Howard's comments, be
latedly warning that "any suggestion of ar
rogance on Australia's part, such as a per
ceived disrespect for sovereignty, or the as
sumption that Canberra is peddling 
Washington's strategic priorities in South
eastAsia, could further fan anti-Western sen
timent." ~ 

Senior officials in the imperialist capitals 
of Washington and Tokyo were more sup
portive of the Australian prime minister. "I 
consider Australia is in favor of respecting 
international law," said "counter-terrorism" 
ambassador Hiroshi Shigeta after reviewing 
Howard's remarks. White House spokesman 
Ari Fleischer praised Howard's comments 
as "echoing U.S. policy." 

Ron Poulsen is a member of the Maritime 
Union of Australia. 
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