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Cubans: 
'We go to 
Africa to 
pay our debt 
to humanity' 
BY JAMES HARRIS 
AND ARLENE RUBINSTEIN 
ATLANTA~Imperialism 's more than 

century-long exploitation of the African 
continent and its peoples "is the reason Cuba 
went to Africa. That's why Che went to Af
rica," said Victor Dreke to an audience of 
more than 100 people at Clark Atlanta Uni
versity. The Cuban revolutionary spoke 
there October 29 on "Cuba's Aid to the Af
rican Liberation Struggle." 

Students were riveted by Dreke's talk as 
he spoke from his experience as a com
mander of the Cuban Revolution, who for 
nearly four decades has been involved in 
Cuba's internationalist solidarity withAfrica. 

Since the victory ofthe revolution on Jan. 
I, 1959, he said, hundreds ofthousands of 
Cubans have joined anticolonial and anti
imperialist struggles in Africa, from Alge
ria to Guinea-Bissau to Angola. In 1965 he 
served as second in command under Emesto 
Che Guevara of an internationalist combat 
mission in which 128 Cuban volunteers 
joined national liberation forces in the 
Congo. 

Over a 13-year period in the 1970s and 
'80s a total of more than 300,000 Cuban 
combatants fought in Angola alongside 
Angolan and Namibian forces, repelling 
repeated assaults by the South Africa apart
heid army and finally decisively defeating 
the invaders in 1988. Today Cuban doctors, 

Continued on Page 11 

Australia 
sugar farmers 
de01and gov't 
relief from 
price slump 
BY BRENDAN GLEESON 
AND RON POULSEN 

INGHAM, North Queensland~The 
sugar mill owners "want farmers to work 
longer and harder and to shorten the harvest 
season" said sugarcane grower Max Menzel 
at a protest meeting of 600 people here on 
October 9. The meeting was one of a number 
organized by Queensland farmers to 
demand relief from the slump in sugar prices 
and to protest government plans to carry out 
a new round of deregulation of the industry. 

The meetings have attracted thousands in 
towns and communities up and down the 
state's "cane coast." A group of farmers who 
call themselves the "gang of eight" have 
initiated the gatherings and presented an 
eight-point plan to those in attendance. 

The plan demands that the government 
set a minimum payout to the farmers of 
A$300 per metric ton of sugar (A$1 =US 
55 cents). It also demands the maintenance 
of the existing centralized selling system, 
organized through Queensland Sugar 
Limited~a body that is subject to 
government oversight. This setup is targeted 
by the Liberal-National Party government 

Continued on Page 4 

Transit workers confront 
New York City's real 'rats' 
Unionists to Transit Authority: 'Find the money!' 
BY SETH DOBBINS 

NEW YORK~Flanked by two giant in
flatable rats representing the TransitAuthor
ity bosses, some 10,000 members of Trans
port Workers Union (TWU) Local! 00 turned 
out in the rain for a rally and march here Oc
tober 30 as part of their fight for a contract. 
They demanded improved health benefits, 
sick leave, and wages, as well as an end to an 
abusive disciplinary system. The current 
three-year contract, which covers 34,000 
transit workers and 20,000 retirees, expires 
December 15. 

In the face of claims by the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority (MTA) and city 
officials that union demands can't be met on 
account of the "budget deficit," TWU mem
bers responded defiantly, "Find the money!" 

Blowing whistles and horns and beating 
drums in front of the Transit Authority's 
headquarters in midtown Manhattan, the 
crowd responded enthusiastically to 
speeches by union officials with chants of 
"Second class no more!" Some 10,000 
unionists took part in the rally. 

Many workers interviewed at the rally 
said health care was one of the main issues 
in their fight. The union has accused the 
MTA, a state agency, of holding back 
money from the employer-funded Health 
Benefit Trust, saying it is already $30 mil
lion in the red and in danger of running 
out. In addition, the Transit Authority is de
manding a medical plan with higher pre
scription costs, deductibles, and co-pay
ments. 

"I get prescription drugs and they want 
to take that away when I retire," said Sandy 

Koppel 
Some 10,000 transit workers rally in Manhattan October 30. TWU members are fight
ing for their health benefits, for improved wages, and to end hated disciplinary system. 

Olson, a train operator on the No. 1 subway 
line. "I think I've worked hard enough to 
get adequate medical coverage," said Olson, 
an 18-year union veteran. 

Tony, who works as a mechanic on city 
buses, explained that the lack of prescrip
tion coverage for retirees effectively means 
that "you can't retire." 

Many signs in the rally read, "Five sick 
days are not enough." 

A tollbooth operator who did not give her 
name reported that they are demanding 12 
sick days a year. "We have to come to work 
sick just to feed our families," she said. She 
was also concerned that the current contract 

Continued on Page 7 

U.S. bombers turn more of Iraq into no-mans land 
BY BRIAN WILLIAMS 

U.S. Navy planes overflying the "no-fly" 
zone over southern Iraq have been conduct
ing practice bombing runs in the area. At 
the same time the Pentagon has given U.S. 
pilots the authority to attack a broader ar
ray of targets, including command and con
trol centers, communications relay centers, 
and radar stations. 

The U.S. military's objective is to knock 
out Iraq's air defense network prior to an 
aerial assault. 

"You go through everything you would 
do ... as if you were actually dropping the 
weapons," stated Comdr. Jeffrey Penfield, 
who leads the VFA -115 strike fighter squad
ron that flies over southern Iraq. The squad
ron, equipped with the latest generation of 

strike bombers, is based on the USS 
Abraham Lincoln stationed in the Arab-Per
sian Gulf. 

U.S. and British aircraft have patrolled 
the "no-fly" zones over northern and south
em Iraq since they were imposed by impe
rialist forces after the 1990-91 Gulf War. 
Over the past couple of months the Penta
gon has stepped up the number of bomb
ings of targets there. 

Imperialist naval blockade is reinforced 
Washington has also tightened the impe

rialist naval blockade of Iraq. Under the 
overall command of Vice Adm. Timothy 
Keating of the U.S. Navy's Fifth Fleet, U.S., 
British, and Australian ships are more ag
gressively enforcing the embargo on Iraq's 

N.Y. event boosts Pathfinder Fund; 
big push is needed to reach goal 

BY MICHAEL ITALIE 
The 11-week campaign to raise $105,000 

for the Pathfinder Fund has made important 
progress in the last week, reaching 66 per 
cent of the goal. It remains a challenge for 
supporters of the fund in every area, how
ever, to raise the $35,000 that is needed to 
reach the international goal by the end of 
the drive on November 17. 

The Pathfinder Fund received a big boost 
at the November 2 public meeting in New 
York, "Campaigning for Communism, Re
sponding to Political Openings: The 
Struggle against Imperialism Today." More 
than 370 people attended the program, 

which featured Jack Barnes, national secre
tary of the Socialist Workers Party, and other 
speakers. Many in the audience made con
tributions, totaling $4,882. Others increased 
earlier pledges or made new ones that added 
up to $4,040. 

Building on this success is the key to 
reaching the goal in the campaign. Militant 
editor Martin Koppel, who made the fund 
appeal at the New York meeting, urged those 
present not only to make a contribution but 
to help raise the remaining funds pledged 
in their local areas. Doing so, he said, "is 
well within reach, but only if special steps 

Continued on Page 6 

shipping lanes. 
These forces are boarding twice as many 

boats as last year and have stationed an 
Australian warship inside Iraq's territorial 
waters. 

A New York Times article described how 
Australian sailors boarded approaching ves
sels as U.S. Sea Hawk helicopters hovered 
overhead with their .50-caliber machine 
guns aimed at the crews. 

Almost 320 vessels, some of them small 
boats, were boarded in September alone. 
"What was a blockade that was probably 
only 30 to 40 percent effective previously 
is now in the 80 to 90 percent range of ef
fectiveness," said Commodore Peter 
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U.S. planes widen 
Iraqi no-man's land 
Continued from front page 
Sinclair, the Australian officer who com
mands the blockading flotilla. 

"We are operating continually inside Iraq's 
territorial waters," he added. "The smugglers 
know there is a big gray warship blocking 
the river before they even set sail." The 
Melbourne, anAustralian frigate, is stationed 
just six miles offiraq's coast, well within the 
country's 12-mile-wide territorial waters. 

"The combination of Australian bravado, 
advanced United States military technology 
and indirect Iranian cooperation has enabled 
Washington virtually to close the tap on oil 
smuggled through the gulf," reported the 
Times. The naval embargo has also virtu
ally halted Iraq's export of dates, adding to 
the devastating impact of the decade-long 
UN embargo. 

U.S. military commanders report that 
coastal units of the Iranian Revolutionary 
Guard are lending assistance to the imperi
alist actions. The Times noted that the Ira
nian government-dubbed a member of the 
"axis of evil" by U.S. president Bush in 
January-might be acting "to deprive the 
Americans of a reason to venture into Iran's 
territorial waters." 

Buildup continues 
Alongside these aggressive actions, the 

U.S. military is continuing to build up its 
forces in the Middle East and broader re
gion. 

The Navy's Military Sealift Command, 
which is in charge of transporting armor and 
military supplies for the U.S. armed forces, 
is planning to charter a vessel to move 550 
containers of ammunition and explosives 
from the U.S. East Coast to four ports in the 
Red Sea and Gulf. Pentagon officials say 
that the weaponry will be unloaded between 
November 19 and December 3. 

imperialists, in his October 28 column. He 
described "UN coloration for our"-that is, 
Washington's-"overthrow of the outlaw 
[Iraqi] regime" as "useful, though not nec
essary." 

After an imperialist victory, wrote Satire, 
"Britain would replace France as the chief 
European dealer in Iraqi oil and equip
ment .... The government of New Iraq ... 
would reimburse the U.S. and Britain for 
much of their costs in the war." 

The "New Iraq" government, added the 
conservative columnist, would also "repu
diate the corrupt $8 billion 'debt' that Rus
sia claims was run up by Saddam. Even 
more troubling to [Russian president] Putin 
will be the heavy investment to be made by 
the U.S. and British companies that will 
sharply increase the drilling and refining 
capacity of the only nation whose oil re
serves rival those of Russia, Saudi Arabia 
and Mexico." 

The October 30 Guardian, a British news
paper, reported that at least one British oil 
baron does not share Satire's confidence that 
companies in the United Kingdom will 
come out ahead in a U.S.-led assault on Iraq. 

Lord Browne, the chief executive ofBrit
ish Petroleum, the biggest company in the 
United Kingdom, "has warned Washington 
not to carve up Iraq for its own oil compa
nies in the aftermath of any future war," re
ported the newspaper. Browne has "impec
cable political connections," it noted, includ
ing a close relationship with Prime Minis
ter Anthony Blair. 

"The thing we would like to make sure, 
if Iraq changes regime, is that there should 
be a level playing field for the selection of 
oil companies to go in there," said the in
dustrialist. 

Navy fighter jets sit on deck of U.S. aircraft carrier Kitty Hawk off coast of Iwo Jima, 
Japan, during training exercises. Warship provided a launching pad for helicopters in 
assault on Afghanistan and its crew awaits orders for attack on Iraq. 

Browne "believed there was plenty of oil 
and gas waiting to be discovered in Iraq and 
that BP should be in prime position to capi
talize because it had found most of the 
country's oil before being thrown out in the 
1970s," reported the Guardian. 

Meanwhile, some 400 troops from the 
U.S. Central Command are expected to ar
rive shortly in Djibouti to establish a head
quarters for the 800 U.S. troops, including 

Special Operations forces, already in the 
East African country or on ships offshore. 

Announcing this move at an October 29 
news conference, Gen. Thomas Franks, the 
commander of U.S. forces in the Arab-Per
sian Gulf, said, "we have security relation
ships or engagement opportunities-how
ever you choose to think about them-in a 
great many countries in the Hom of Africa: 
Kenya, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Djibouti, Yemen." 

Debates over a U.S.- and British-spon
sored resolution in the Security Council 
have not impeded this buildup. In these ex
changes, the French government, in particu
lar, has continued to express disagreements 
with Washington, in part to stake its own 
nationalist claim in the coming war. 

El Salvador strikes block privatization of health care 

Senior Times columnist William Satire 
pointed to the place of the UN in these de
velopments, and the concerns of the French 

BY ROGER CALERO 
A proposed plan to dismantle and 

privatize the national health care system in 
El Salvador was pushed back after six weeks 
of strikes and protests by doctors and em
ployees ofthe country's social security sys
tem. Salvadoran president Francisco Flores 
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announced October 31 that he would with
draw the proposal and would not veto leg
islation passed by the national assembly
in response to the protests-prohibiting the 
sell-off of the public health system. 

Some 1,500 workers from hospitals and 
clinics covered by the Social Security Insti
tute took part in escalating strikes and street 
protests beginning September 18. The ac
tion was extended when doctors and nurses 
from public hospitals and clinics joined a 
72-hour strike October 31, paralyzing seven 
of the country's largest public hospitals. The 
day before Flores announced his retreat, 
10,000 people marched in San Salvador, the 
capital, blocking major boulevards and en
trances to the city. 

A week before, tens of thousands of trade 
unionists, transportation workers, students, 
and peasants paralyzed the city in a protest 
rejecting the government's plan and de
manding legislation barring privatizations. 
Students and faculty at the University ofEl 
Salvador emptied their classrooms to join 
the march, canceling 80 percent of classes. 

"The state and the government are consti-
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tutionally obligated to guarantee health care 
for Salvadorans," said Ricardo Alfaro of 
SIMETRlSS, the union that organizes doc
tors in the social security system. "The gov
ernment blames us for abandoning patients, 
when what we are doing is fighting so that 
the population won't really be abandoned 
with the privatization," he said, responding 
to the government's campaign against the 
strikers. The government declared the strike 
"constitutionally illegal" October 28, saying 
it affected essential services. 

Placed on the defensive, Flores stressed 
that hospitals and clinics within the system 
would not be sold, and that only certain ser
vices will be transferred to private physi
cians and hospitals. He has promoted the 
plan as a way to "democratize" the preven
tive health care system, offering to extend 
coverage to domestic workers, farm work
ers, and children not covered by the gov
ernment programs. 

Alfaro noted that 30 percent of the popu
lation has no access to health care, and said 
that number would increase if the social se
curity system is privatized. 
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Textile strikers in 
Scotland fight bosses' 
concession demands 
BY ANNE MACDONALD 

HAWICK, Scotland-"It's like going 
back to 1880 when they expect you to tip 
your cap and do anything they want," said 
Brian Hosie about the demands ofbosses at 
Barrie Knitwear. Hosie was one of about 40 
pickets on the early shift outside the plant 
October 23, marking the second strike ac
tion taken by the 170 workers here. 

Fortified by barbecued breakfast and cof
fee, pickets "welcomed" the bosses to work 
and elicited support from passing cars and 
vans. "There's more morale here on the 
picket line than in there," reported Doreen 
Purves. "They think they can just walk all 
over us," said another striker, Cathie, "but 
they've got a shock." 

Workers had voted to take the action in 
pursuit of a 5 percent pay demand, which 
the company refused to discuss until work
ers agreed to a wide-ranging attack on their 
union-won gains and working conditions. 
Following a previous two-day strike, work
ers were issued 90-day notices giving them 
until January 1 to sign up to the company's 
demands or be fired, with no redundancy 
money (severance pay). The company could 
then rehire the workers under the new con
ditions. 

Dawson International, the parent com-

pany, is seeking to tear up an agreement that 
guarantees workers four days work per 
week, an important wage safeguard in a 
highly seasonal industry. The company also 
wants to be able to force workers to work at 
its Ballantyne Cashmere plant in 
Innerleithen, 28 miles away, send workers 
home without pay if their machines break 
down, and increase piece rates, which would 
result in wage cuts. 

The bosses called talks for the day prior 
to the strike. Union steward Rob Redhead 
reported that they offered no concessions, 
insisting the new agreement must be signed. 
"This 90-day notice period is meant to be 
for consultation, but the company isn't con
sulting," he added. 

The workers, members of the General, 
Municipal and Boilermakers and Allied 
Trade Union (GMB), are now moving to
ward balloting for strike action over the new 
conditions. "We have no choice" but to 
strike, said Purves. "If we lose, we'll be on 
three days, and you can't live on that 
money." 

Workers on the picket line discussed how 
to make the action effective. Many pointed 
to the need to take stronger strike action than 
before, noting that bosses can find ways to 
cope with a one or two days action. At a 

Militant/Spiros Andreas 
Textile workers on picket line at Barrie Knitwear in Hawick, Scotland. Strikers are stand
ing up to company demand that the guarantee of four days work per week be ended. 

meeting of 90 workers the day after the no
tices were issued, they also decided to or
ganize a march through Hawick to enlist 
support from other working people. 

"If we lose this, everyone in Hawick will 
lose," said Shona, who has worked at Barrie 
since being forced two years ago to transfer 

there from another mill then owned by 
Dawson. 

Many mill workers in the town are aware 
that other textile companies arc ready to 
follow Dawson's lead. Union steward Red
head reported that "bosses at Lyle and Scott 
have already said that they will do it." 

Cuban representative speaks in New Mexico 
Pickets said they have received support 

from former mill workers and retired work
ers as well as workers at other mills. While 
Militant reporters were at the picket line, a 
postal worker due to deliver Barrie's mail 
honored the picket line and spent a few min
utes in a friendly chat with strikers. 

BY GUILLERMO ESQUIVEL 
LAS VEGAS, New Mexico-"Social jus

tice and human dignity can be achieved: 
that's what socialism means to us in Cuba," 
declared Fernando Garcia Bielsa, the fea
tured speaker in a public meeting held here 
at Highlands University October 22. 

Garcia Bielsa is the first secretary of the 
Cuban Interests Section in Washington. 
"When the revolution triumphed, we ex
tended our solidarity to the rest of the world. 
Cuba contributed to the national liberation 
of African countries. Today there are 6,000 
African students in Cuba," he added. 

The Cuban diplomat was welcomed by 
the mayor of Las Vegas, Henry Sanchez, and 
by a representative of the president ofHigh
lands University. A city official from 
Springer, New Mexico, was also present. 
Sixty people attended the event, including 
10 students from The United World College 
in the city. 

Other panelists at the meeting included 
Miguel Angel andArnold Trujillo, both from 
the Las Vegas, New Mexico/Banes, Cuba, 
Sister City Association and Pelateras par Ia 
Paz (Baseball Players for Peace), and Louis 
Head of the Cuba Research and Analysis 
Group (CRAG) of Albuquerque, New 
Mexico. 

"Cuba has not only faced hostility in the 
economic arena," Garcia told the meeting, 
referring to the U.S. embargo against the is
land. He recounted the early history ofUnited 
States hostility toward revolutionary Cuba. 
"The Missile Crisis of 1962 was not over 
missiles. The U.S. government's goal was to 

bring about the overthrow of the Cuban gov
ernment after their failure in the Bay of Pigs 
in 1961. The October Crisis was a new pre
text to justify military intervention. 

"From 1960 to 1965 we fought off gangs 
of cantras in Cuba organized and trained in 
Florida," Garcia said. He recalled how 
100,000 young people volunteered to eradi
cate illiteracy and raise the general level of 
culture in Cuba during those opening years 
of the revolution. 

Washington has continued to carry out a 
relentless campaign to overturn the revolu
tion. The first victims of a U.S.-sponsored 
attack on a plane were the Cuban Olympic 
team, whose aircraft was bombed in 1976, 
he said. They were all killed by a U.S.
trained counterrevolutionary, "Orlando 
Bosch, who now walks free in the streets of 
Miami." 

In pointing to more than 40 years of hos
tility toward the Cuban people by Washing
ton, he condemned U.S. president George 
Bush's remarks about using "preemptive 
strikes." He told the audience that when 
Washington speaks of "preemptive," it is 
saying it has the right to attack other coun
tries as it has in the past. 

Trujillo andAngel spoke on the sister city 
projects between U.S. and Cuban cities. 
Trujillo enumerated 15 cities across the 
United States that have sister cities in Cuba. 
Nine other U.S. cities want to do the same, 
he said. Through the sister city project and 
Pelateras par Ia Paz, "we have sent ship
ments of donated baseball equipment to the 
youth in Banes and we're working on the 
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next one," explained Angel. 
Trujillo also announced the Cuba Medi

cal Scholarship Program. Through this 
project students of oppressed nationalities 
in the United States are studying medicine 
at the Latin American School of Medical 
Sciences in Havana free of charge. Two of 
the six students participating in this six-year 
program from Highlands University were 
present and will depart for Havana in De
cember. 

Louis Head, of CRAG, spoke on the role 
of his organization in "facilitating academic, 
cultural, and informational exchanges be
tween the two countries, including journal
ist assistance and applied research." Head 
announced a public meeting on Cuba that 
will take up the fight to defend the five Cu
ban political prisoners. The event will take 
place on the same weekend as the National 
Network on Cuba's national conference in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, November 16. 

Workers at Ballantyne Cashmere, report 
they are waiting to see the outcome of the 
Barrie dispute. Ballantyne insisted workers 
there sign the same agreement as the one 
bosses want to impose on workers at Barrie. 
According to Redhead, half the workers at 
Ballantyne signed, half did not. Afterward, 
they were all still given 90-day notices. The 
workers at Ballantyne are not covered by 
the four-day week agreement, and have been 
working only three days a week for I 0 
weeks. 

How to reach out to these workers is an
other question trade unionists at Barrie are 
discussing. "They're trying to play one off 
against the other," said Cathie. 

Workers are planning another meeting to 
discuss their position and where to go from 
here. 

Farmers win suit to end pork tax 
BY JOE SWANSON 

DES MOINES, Iowa-Working farmers 
scored a victory October 25 with the elimi
nation of a tax on hogs used to fund an ad
vertising campaign for "the other white 
meat" promoted by wealthy farm interests. 

In a lawsuit against the U.S. secretary of 
agriculture, a federal district judge, Rich
ard Enslen, ruled that the fee, generally 
known as the "pork checkoff," violated the 
hog farmers' right to free speech and asso
ciation. "Forcing men and women to pay 
for messages they detest," he said, "is at the 
bottom unconstitutional and rotten." 

Several farm and rural groups in the Mid
west formed the Campaign for Family 
Farms (CFF) in 1998 to fight to end the pork 
tax. In a national petition drive in 1999, more 
than 19,000 hog farmers signed a petition 
calling for a national vote. 

In September 2000 hog farmers voted 
down the tax by a 53 percent margin in a 
referendum in which more than 30,000 par
ticipated. 

Under the checkoff, hog farmers are re
quired to pay 45 cents for every $100 of 
pork sales to the National Pork Producers 
Council (NPPC). The tax brings into the 
trade association up to $50 million a year. 
The NPPC, as a trade group of "pork pro
ducers" run primarily by wealthy farmers, 
receives 91 percent of checkoff funds. On 
Feb. 28,2001, the U.S. Department of Ag
riculture (USDA) overturned the results of 
the referendum vote. 

At a March 26, 2001 news conference in 
Washington, farmers' groups presented an 
open letter to President George Bush say-

ing the pork checkoff"has not helped inde
pendent hog farmers stay in business, hog 
prices to farmers have steadily fallen since 
the pork tax was started in 1986, and it uses 
hog farmers' money against them to pay for 
research and media to promote factory tarms 
and agribusiness corporations." 

After the USDA overturned the referen
dum vote, CFF filed a lawsuit against the 
Agriculture Department including a specific 
claim that the mandatory pork checkoff vio
lates hog producers' constitutional rights by 
infringing on the First Amendment. 

From 1990 to 1999 more than 130.000 
hog farmers went out of business, accord
ing to Agriculture Department statistics, 
leaving only 98,000. 

According to the National Agricultural 
Statistics Service, large hog farms-opera
tions with 5,000 hogs or more, which were 
unknown in the early 1990s-have in
creased their share of the national swine 
market. In 1994, some 37 percent had more 
than 2,000 hogs, whereas in 2000, 79 per
cent had more than 2,000 hogs. 

Larry Ginter, a hog farmer in Rhodes, 
Iowa, since 1965 and active against the pork 
tax, explained that the successful fight by 
hog farmers that led to the federal court rul
ing "should give small hog farmers some 
justice as it is a strong ruling for our consti
tutional rights." 

Ginter expected the USDA to appeal the 
ruling and added, "The fight is not over." He 
stressed that workers, who are the main con
sumers, and farmers who raise hogs should 
join together against the meatpacking bosses 
and agribusiness corporations. 
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Cane farmers in Australia protest low prices 
continued from front page 
for deregulation. 

A third point backs the processing of 
ethanol from sugar and proposes that the 
government set an official target for its 
production, to be set as a proportion of the 
petrol currently used in Australia. 

Menzel was one of a number of working 
farmers at the October 9 meeting who spoke 
tellingly of the untenable situation they face. 
Small farmers are threatened by the crisis in 
the industry by the government's moves, and 
by the greed of the millers. "They're 
squeezing us to death," he said. He noted 
that in the area around his farm "the mill is 
already pushing for people to work at night." 

Before early state Labor Party 
governments enacted laws to stabilize prices 
and quotas, Menzel added, "The growers 
were at the mercy of the mills." Following 
the removal of a number of these protections 
in 1996, he said, all farmers "have left in the 
legislation" are binding production contracts 
"and the single desk [selling structure]. We 
have to fight for that, it is nonnegotiable." 

Bernie O'Shea, who helped organize the 
meeting, reported a "bleak day" in the town 
of Mossman. The National Australia Bank 
had threatened to close the local sugar mill, 
he said, unless growers put up $3.5 million. 

Cane growers face huge debts 
Most cane growers in Queensland State 

are classified as being either small-with an 
annual cane crop of 5,000 to 6,000 metric 
tons-Dr medium, producing 6,000 to 20,000 

Farmer Barrie Smith, right, talks about crisis facing cane growers in Australia as the 
slump in sugar prices, massive debts, and bad seasons threaten thousands of farms. 
At left is Militant reporter Ron Poulsen on fact-finding trip to Queensland. 

tons. On average, small producers rely on off
farm jobs for half their income. 

Queensland farmers in all agricultural 
sectors owe a total of A$6.6 billion to the 
banks, which averages out toA$370,000 per 
farmer. Some 70 percent of these debtors are 
reportedly having trouble paying the interest 
on these loans. Of these, indebted cane 
growers are the most vulnerable. 

Since the government relaxed retail price 

controls and carried out other "reforms" in 
1996, the price received by the farmers has 
fallen by one-quarter. Meanwhile, the 
supermarket price of sugar has shot up 26 
percent. Adding to farmers' woes has been 
a simultaneous 40 percent average drop in 
the value of their land. Farmers reported that 
at least six farms near this rural town have 
closed in the past 12 months. 

Three exceptionally wet seasons between 

UNITE members press strike in Miami 
BY ARGIRIS MALAPANIS 
AND ERIC SIMPSON 

OAKLAND PARK, Florida-"We'll stay 
on the picket line either till we go back union 
or until this company shuts down," said 
Aurelia Lopez, a sewing machine operator 
on strike against Point Blank Body Armor. 
Her comments expressed the determination 
of the 200 workers who struck this com
pany August 9 to press their fight for union 
recognition. 

Lopez spoke to Militant reporters during 
an expanded picket line outside the garment 
manufacturing plant here October 21. About 
70 workers and their supporters rallied that 
morning at the plant's main gate during the 
7:00 a.m. shift change. In addition to the 
more than 50 Point Blank strikers, members 
of Jobs with Justice, United Transportation 
Union, and the Carpenters union took part. 

that the company illegally retaliated against 
union supporters by firing three workers and 
threatening low wages, a loss of benefits, 
and a plant shutdown. The agency dismissed 
company allegations that UNITE picketed 
illegally and threatened employee represen
tatives. 

"We've also stood up against the attempt 
by the company to take down our tents," said 
Lopez. He was referring to the August I8 
order by Oakland Park city officials that 
strikers must take down their tent outside 
the plant on the pretext their presence "im
pedes the flow of water." The workers re
fused to obey the order and the city has not 
made a move to enforce it since then. 

The NLRB filed its complaint against 
Point Blank with an administrative law judge, 
and a hearing has been set for December 2. 

with the company later to send back I ,000 
of these for replacement. 

Meanwhile, on the picket line the strik
ers have been discussing the issues that 
convinced them to seek union representa
tion and later to organize the walkout. 

CarlosAbricefio, who was a floor worker 
for seven months before going on strike, said 
that he is sticking with the union because of 
"the injustice inside there, what they pay, 
without water, without air conditioning. 
They treat workers like animals. It's like a 
prison, but prisoners at least have water." 

Abricefio said he started work at $5.7 5 per 
hour and received a raise to $6 within a few 
months. He pointed to another worker who 
was "still making $6.50 an hour after seven 
years with the company! It's against this in
justice I am fighting, more than for myself." 

1999 and 2001, followed this year by the 
worst drought in 50 years, have exacerbated 
farmers' problems. 

"Growers can ride through one or two bad 
seasons, but four in a row has an impact," 
said Ian Ballantyne, the general manager of 
the Australian Cane Growers Council, in the 
September 9 Sydney Morning Herald. As 
many as 2,000 of Queensland's 7,000 
sugarcane farms could be forced out of 
operation, he said. 

Farmers also face the consequences of the 
sharp increase in international competition 
as more sugar has come onto world markets, 
frequently colliding with local protectionist 
barriers. They point out that the price for 
Australian export sugar has plunged from 
$345 a ton in the early 1990s to about $250 
today. Such prices, they say, have been 
further undercut by the huge Brazilian crop, 
the price of which has plummeted in the 
wake of a 60 percent devaluation of the 
country's currency over the past year. 

The organizers of the Ingham meeting 
distributed a pamphlet noting that the 
commercial value of raw sugar production 
in Australia has dropped fromA$1.94 billion 
in 1994-95 to an estimatedA$1.35 billion in 
2002.The current world price for sugar is just 
under US 6 cents per pound, or 50 percent 
below the level needed for Australian cane 
growers to meet costs and survive, it stated. 

Various protectionist ideas were 
presented at the meeting. O'Shea backed 
extending the proposed sugar levy to 
imported sugar products to "ensure that 
there was no discrimination against our local 
manufacturers." In addition, there were 
propoals for direct price subsidies to 
farmers. 

Most sugar markets in the advanced 
capitalist countries are heavily protected, 
stated the pamphlet. It reported that growers 
in the countries of the European Union (EU) 
receive US 28 cents a pound for sugar, while 
their counterparts in the United States gamer 
17 cents. Nearer Australia, the EU pays Fiji 
about double the world price for half its 
sugar. Cane growers in Queensland are alone 
in receiving the bare world price, the "group 
of eight" pamphlet claimed. 

The meeting organizers are now discussing 
calling a protest in Townsville. They have also 
organized pickets of meetings of the federal 
cabinet in Cairns and of the Queensland 
parliament in Townsville. 

Brendan Gleeson is a member of the 
Australasian Meat Industry Employees 
Union. Ron Poulsen is a member of the 
Maritime Union ofAustralia. 

"On your feet to struggle; Never on your 
knees!" and "So-so-solidarity!" chanted the 
strikers, as Point Blank employees who have 
crossed the line and replacements the com
pany has hired since August 9 entered the 
plant. 

A week later, the company sued UNITE 
officials, claiming they have defamed Point 
Blank by spreading false and misleading 
information about the safety of the bullet
proof vests it has produced since the strike 
began. In addition to Bruce Raynor, 
UNITE's president, and Scott Cooper, who 
has been overseeing the union's organizing 
effort at Point Blank, the suit names as a 
defendant Sam Cabral, president of the In
ternational Union of Police Associations. 

Librarians and teachers in Canada 
increase orders of Pathfinder titles 

Prudencio Lopez explained that they 
walked off the job two and a half months 
ago after the company fired a third person 
in response to the workers' fight to win rep
resentation by the Union of Needletrades, 
Industrial and Textile Employees (UNITE). 
Point Blank, located in the Miami area, em
ploys 375 people and is one of the major 
garment shops in South Florida. It makes 
bulletproof vests and riot gear sold to the 
U.S. military and police forces. 

In September, the NLRB announced its 
decision to file an unfair labor practices 
complaint against Point Blank. After a two
month probe of the plant, the board found 

According to Mervilus Jean Baptiste, a 
UNITE organizer who now is part of the 
Point Blank fight, union officials have ar
gued that the bulletproof vests the company 
has produced since August 9 are not safe. 
Ten members of the U.S. HouseArmed Ser
vices Committee signed a letter to the com
pany in July expressing concern about the 
working conditions at Point Blank. The New 
York Police Department decided to return 
5,000 vests to Point Blank, reaching a deal 

Point Blank workers rally in October in Oakland Park, Florida, after 10 weeks on strike. 
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BY MARY ELLEN MARUS 
VANCOUVER, British Columbia

School librarians and teachers have ordered 
a number of Pathfinder titles in British Co
lumbia since supporters of the revolution
ary publisher have stepped up their sales 
calling and visiting. 

The supporters undertook these increased 
efforts as part of the international campaign 
to boost the circulation of the revolutionary 
publisher's titles. Launched in September, 
the campaign has centered on promoting 
and selling Pathfinder's newest book, Oc
tober 1962: The 'Missile' Crisis as Seen 
from Cuba by Tomas Diez Acosta. North 
American participants in this efforts aimed 
to reach a total of 250 visits-discussions 
with buyers at stores and libraries-by mid
October. 

In Vancouver some 25 have been made 
so far, half of which involved discussions 
with high school librarians. Of the 50 books 
sold to bookstores and libraries, 20 have 
been to high schools. 

Among the titles ordered by librarians are 
To Speak the Truth: Why Washington :S 'Cold 
War' against Cuba Doesn 't End by Fidel 
Castro and Che Guevara, Palestine and the 
Arabs' Fight for Liberation by Fred 
Feldman and Georges Sayad, Fascism and 
Big Business by Daniel Guerin, and the 
Communist Manifesto by Karl Marx and 
Frederick Engels. 

Several librarians have also suggested that 
Pathfinder representatives take the books to 
curriculum conferences that are attended by 
many teachers. Taking advantage of this 
advice, volunteers set up a daylong litera-

ture table at the British Columbia Social 
Studies Teachers Conference in October. 
Among the several hundred people who at
tended the event, dozens of teachers were 
interested to see titles on 20th century his
tory and politics. Several were interested in 
using New International no. 7, featuring 
"The Opening Guns of World War III" by 
Jack Barnes, and Palestine and the Arabs' 
Fight for Liberation in their courses. 

Books by Malcolm X and Che Guevara 
speaking directly to young people were 
prominently displayed and proved attractive. 
Pathfinder's practice of presenting major 
revolutionary leaders in their own words was 
a strong selling point. 

One teacher from the district of 100 Mile 
House in the interior of British Columbia 
was enthusiastic about Cosmetics, Fashions, 
and the Exploitation ofWomen as a possible 
aid in classes on the emergence of the move
ments for women's suffrage and more re
cent struggles for women's liberation. A 
number signed up for Pathfinder catalogs 
and recommended future visits to their 
school librarians. 

The volunteers have also notched up 
some successes in sales efforts at bookstores. 
Having sold 20 Pathfinder books over the 
past year, one grocery and video store owner 
asked the campaigners to provide a special 
book rack to display the publisher's titles. 
As they installed the rack and hung a pro
motional poster in the store's front window, 
a customer perused the catalog and decided 
to buy three titles. 

Steve Penner contributed to this article. 



From Queensland 
to Harlem, socialists 
drive for sub goals 
BY PAUL PEDERSON 

Supporters of the Militant and Perspectiva Mundial are 
entering the final stretch of the international subscription and 
book sales drive in a good position to reach and surpass the 
goals. 

The challenge now facing supporters of the socialist press 
is to bridge the substantial gap that exists between the goals 
adopted for sales to unionists in the garment, textile, 
meatpacking plants, and coal mines, and the results so far. 
Immediate attention is needed with a plan to talk to co
workers and other unionists about renewing their subscrip
tions, introducing others to the paper, and spending some 
time with co-workers off the job to dig into the political 
questions raised in the paper. 

gress of Latin American and 
Caribbean Studentstaking 
place November 29-Decem
ber 2 in Guadalajara, Mexico. 

Two people picked up sub
scriptions to the Militant, one 
to Perspectiva Mundial, and 
several bought books. 

Kari Sachs, Socialist Workers Party candidate for gover
nor of Minnesota, has shown the Militant and Perspectiva 
Mundial to a number of her co-workers in the lunchroom 
of GFI American, the meatpacking plant where she works 
in Minneapolis. 

Unlike the Democratic and 
Republican Party candidates 
who end their campaigns on 
election day, socialists will 
continue street campaigning 
all year round, introducing 
workers to the socialist alter
native to the parties of impe
rialism and war. 

Half a world away sup
porters of the Militant joined 

Militant/Maceo Dixon 

Pathfinder literature table at Spelman College in Atlanta was a center of attraction at 
meeting of Victor Dreke and Ana Morales, who are touring several U.S. cities. 

One worker, who is originally from Guatemala, listened 
to Sachs's talk about the recent contract victory at Dakota 
Premium Foods, a slaughterhouse in neighboring South St. 
Paul, and asked, "Why can't we do the same thing here?" 
After showing the Militant's coverage of this union victory 
around the lunchroom two people decided to subscribe to 
Perspectiva Mundial. 

Later she showed the same article to a fat trimmer. He 
too was convinced he needed the Militant in order to fol
low important union struggles, like the several year fight at 
Dakota Premium. A fourth co-worker signed up for a sub
scription after having a similar discussion with Sachs. 

Campaigning for communism 
The Socialist Workers campaign in New York took to the 

streets November 3, two days before the elections. The regu
lar Sunday campaigning was beefed up by young socialists 
from several areas of the country who were in New York. 
They had come to attend a public meeting the day before, 
on "Campaigning for communism, responding to political 
openings; the struggle against imperialism today." 

A dozen young socialists set up two tables at a bustling 
intersection on !25th Street in Harlem. They took turns 
speaking through a bullhorn in English and Spanish while 
standing on a milk crate. As they spoke, others handed out 
campaign leaflets and sold the Militant and Perspectiva 
Mundial. At times a half dozen people gathered around to 
look at books by revolutionary leaders. 

"I don't agree with everything on your campaign flyer," 
said a woman who stopped to listen to the socialists. "But 
I'm sure glad you're here today." Others signed up for more 
information about the communist movement and the Con-

a protest meeting in Queensland, Australia, October 9. It 
was attended by some 600 sugarcane farmers demanding 
government relief in face of a decline in sugar prices and 
government deregulation plans (see article on page 4). 

Meeting chair Bill Micola, a salesperson for a cane 
harvesting manufacturer, publicly welcomed Brendan 
Gleeson and Ron Poulson, two socialist workers from 
Sydney, to the meeting. 

Before the protest meeting Gleeson and Poulson paid a 
visit to a sugar mill in Victoria. Brett, a locomotive driver at 
the mill, said that today he makes half of what he earned 
five years ago. Maurice Battoraro, the delegate of the 
Australian Workers Union at the mill, said it was time for 
sugar workers and cane farmers to get together. "We have 
shared interests in resisting this crisis," he said, as he signed 
up for a Militant subscription. 

During their visit, the socialists sold five copies of New 
International no. 4, which includes the article titled "The 
Fight for a Workers and Farmers Government in the United 
States." Five others bought the pamphlet, Farmers Face the 
Crisis of the 1990s, and two picked up subscriptions to the 
Militant. 

Cuba-Africa tour in Atlanta 
At the halfway point in the speaking tour by Victor 

Dreke, a commander the Cuban Revolution, and Ana 
Morales, a doctor who helped lead Cuba's medical 
missions in Africa, supporters of the Militant continue to 
report brisk sales. 

One of the organizers of the tour in Georgia, a student 
originally from Cape Verde, signed up for a subscription 
and bought $80 worth of books. Eight other people picked 

Socialist candidate gets hearing in Vancouver 
BY NATALIE STAKE-DOUCET 

VANCOUVER, British Columbia- "Workers, farmers, 
and youth across Canada have a vital stake in opposing 
Canadian imperialism's stepped-up march to war in the 
Mideast," explained Beverly Bernardo, Communist League 
candidate for mayor ofVancouver. 

Bernardo and her supporters have been presenting a 
working-class alternative to the capitalist parties of war and 
depression at picket lines oflocked-out grain handlers, at a 
mass meeting of members of the Telephone Workers Union 
(TWU) conducting a strike vote againstTelus, at street cor
ners in working-class districts, and at university campuses. 

1962 U.S. invasion plans 
Continued from page 12 
Normandy in France during World War II. 

Schlesinger and others, in denying that Washington had 
plans to invade Cuba, have asked: If the Kennedy adminis
tration wanted to invade Cuba why didn't it do so? 

The answer to that question is contained in a report sub
mitted to Kennedy by the Joint Chiefs of Staff on October 
26, at a decisive moment in the crisis. At Kennedy's re
quest, the generals estimated the number of U.S. casualties 
that would be expected during the U.S. invasion they were 
weighing. Taking into account the resistance they antici
pated from the Cuban people, the Joint Chiefs of Staff esti
mated almost 18,500 U.S casualties in the first 10 days of 
fighting-with more than 4,460 on the first day alone. That 
was greater than the U.S. casualties in the first five years of 
the war in Vietnam. 

From that moment on, Kennedy turned Washington's 
course away from their well-advanced invasion plans. 

In other words, it was the unflinching response by hun
dreds of thousands of working men and women in Cuba
armed and ready to defend their revolution in face of im
minent imperialist assault, that saved the world from nuclear 
holocaust in October 1962. 

And that is what has kept Washington from attempting a 
military assault on revolutionary Cuba for the past 40 years. 

Bernardo, a meat packer, has also campaigned on her job 
at Britco Pork, a slaughterhouse in nearby Langley. One co
worker who has read a couple issues of the Militant told her, 
"Good for you." The socialist candidate traveled to Edmonton 
and Red Deer in Alberta to show her support for farmers in 
the region who are facing a devastating drought, and to de
mand massive aid from the federal government. 

In addition to shaking hands, soapboxing, and handing 
out flyers urging a vote for Bernardo in the elections, so
cialist workers and young socialists have placed at the cen
ter of their campaign a drive to increase the circulation of 
the Militant, Perspectiva Mundial and revolutionary books 
and pamphlets published by Pathfinder Press. 

Bernardo spoke at a candidates forum organized by the 
Canadian Women Voters Congress on October 21 where 
she explained that her campaign links up with the resis
tance of working people to the war the Canadian employer 
class is waging against working people at home and abroad. 
Bernardo said her campaign stands in solidarity with the 
struggle of 600 grain handlers locked out for more than 
two months because of their refusal to accept concessions 
that would weaken their union, and with the fight by hun
dreds of Algerian refugees against deportation. The Com
munist League candidate is scheduled to participate in simi
lar meetings on November 4 and 9. 

The campaign has been covered in Ming Tao, one of two 
Chinese newspapers in Vancouver. Campaign supporters 
who work in garment and meatpacking plants said the daily 
printed an article and an accompanying photo that was use
ful for explaining the character of the socialist campaign to 
co-workers whose first language is Chinese. Bernardo was 
interviewed by L 'Express du Pacifique, Vancouver's bi
weekly French newspaper, on October 31 and will appear 
on Shaw TV's candidates debate in November. 

AMIEU-Australasian Meat Industry Employee's Union; 
MWU-Meat Workers Union; NDU-National Distribution 
Union; UFCW-United Food and Commercial Workers; 
UMWA-United Mine Workers of America; UNITE-Union of 
Needletrades, Industrial and Textile Employees. MUA-Mari
time Union of Australia 

up subscriptions to the Militant, and two signed up for four 
months of Perspectiva Mundial. Seven copies of New 
International and Capitalism's World Disorder were sold, 
along with 54 copies of From the Escambray to the Congo, 
and many other titles. A whopping $1,400 worth of 
Pathfinder books was purchased over the course of the visit 
by Dreke and Morales. 

Militant/Perspectiva Mundial 
Subscription Drive 

Sept. 7-Nov. 17: Week 8 

Country 

Australia 
Canada 
Vancouver 
Toronto 
Montreal 
Canada total 
Iceland* 
New Zealand 
Christchurch 
Auckland 
N.Z. total 
Sweden 
Stockholm 
Gothenburg 
Sweden Total 
United Kingdom 
London 
Dundee 
UK total 
United States 
Washington 
San Francisco 
Seattle 
Des Moines* 
Twin Cities 
Omaha* 
Boston 
Atlanta 
Tucson 
Upper Manhattan 
NE Pennsylvania 
Western Colorado 
Los Angeles 
Detroit 
Houston 
Cleveland 
Philadelphia 
Chicago 
Charlotte 
Tampa 
Pittsburgh 
Newark 
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Miami 
Brownsville 

Birmingham 
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Protesters: Free the 
200 Haitians detained 
on coast of Florida 
BY ERIC SIMPSON 

MIAMI-"These arrests are an outrage. 
These people want a better life. Where is 
the justice?" askedYoline Joseph, a 16-year
old high school senior, who joined the pro
test at the causeway in Key Biscayne against 
the jailing of more than 200 Haitians who 
were arrested after reaching U.S. shores af
ter being at sea for eight days. 

As word spread of the October 29 land
ing of a boatload of Haitians and the police 
dragnet set up to capture them, protesters 
gathered at the causeway. "When I saw this 
on the news I came straight down here," said 
Kerry Ann Plunkett, an immigrant from Ja
maica. "I saw on the news some Haitians 
jumping pickups and getting away. I wanted 
to help." 

Others gathered that night outside the 
Immigration and Naturalization Service 
(INS) building in Miami's Little Haiti neigh
borhood. Many of them rallied over the next 
several days to demand: "Free the Haitian 
Refugees." 

"We need more people out here," said 
Frantz Cayo, a Haitian-American college 
student, on the third night of protests. "Our 
politicians are scared of people in the streets. 
They talk about human rights, but there are 
no human rights." 

One ofthe slogans chanted often at picket 
lines here is "Remember, remember: remem
ber Savannah," referring to the support Haiti 
provided to the United States during the 
Revolutionary War at Savannah, Georgia. 

Many Haitian and immigrant rights or
ganizations have participated in the protests, 
including Haitian Women of Miami, the 

Haitian American Grass Roots Coalition, 
Veye Yo, and others. The sound system was 
provided by members of the Service Em
ployees International Union. 

A number of people pointed to the double 
standards in the treatment of Cuban and 
Haitian immigrants. "Why can't we come 
from Haiti," one protester asked, "when 
people are allowed to come from Cuba? 
Cuba is better off than Haiti. They have free 
education and health care." 

Under the provisions of the "Cuban Ad
justment Act," Cuban citizens who set foot 
on U.S. soil are not deported or detained, 
and are often given a hero's welcome. They 
are allowed to live in the community and 
are granted expedited naturalization. Many 
get legal residency within one year. 

By contrast, under guidelines in place 
since last December, Haitians are deported 
unless they can prove a "well-founded fear 
of persecution." They are imprisoned until 
their asylum cases are resolved, rather than 
being allowed to live in the community 
while their cases are pending. 

Cop mobilization against Haitians 
The 50-foot Haitian yacht that docked at 

Miami's Biscayne Bay on October 29 was 
tailed by armed Coast Guard patrol boats 
and helicopters from local television stations 
that broadcast live coverage of the chase. 

When the boat reached shallow water near 
Hobie Beach, the more than 200 passengers 
jumped off, waded to shore, and walked onto 
the nearby Rickenbacker Causeway, which 
cuts across Biscayne Bay connecting Key 
Biscayne to the mainland. While some 

Big push on fund drive needed 
Continued from front page 
are taken now in every city," both to collect 
outstanding pledges and to raise any addi
tional amount needed to make each local 
quota. 

The fund drive is essential for Pathfinder 
to fulfill its ambitious publishing commit
ments. Contributions are needed now, to 

help meet expenses that have already been 
incurred as well as financing the produc
tion of a number of books set to be released 
over the coming weeks. 

These new titles include a new, expanded 
edition of Malcolm X Talks to Young People 
in English and Spanish, and Marianas in 
Combat: Tete Puebla and the Mariana 

Grajales Women's Platoon in 

$105,000 Pathfinder Fund 
Sept. 1-Nov. 17. Week 9 

Cuba s Revolutionary War. Another 
important political weapon due to be 
released is the 12th issue of the 
Marxist magazine New Interna
tional. 
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Other new titles include The As
sault on Moncada by Mario Mencia, 
and Aldabonazo: Inside the Cuban 
Revolutionary Underground; 1952-
58, by Armando Hart. Pathfinder is 
also reprinting dozens of titles from 
its arsenal ofbooks on working-class 
struggles. 

These books will be sought after 
at upcoming events, from the con
gress of the Continental Organiza
tion of Latin American and Carib
bean Students, which opens No
vember 29 in Guadalajara, Mexico, 
to the Havana International Book 
Fair in February 2003. 

Supporters of the fund campaign 
can bring it to a successful conclu
sion by following up with those 
who have already made a pledge, 
and by approaching workers and 
youth who have just begun reading 
the revolutionary books published 
by Pathfinder. This includes the 
many new readers who have picked 
up Pathfinder books at meetings of 
the "Cuba andAfrica-1959 to the 
present" speaking tour of Victor 
Dreke and Ana Morales, outside 
showings of the film Fidel, and a 
range oflabor and political actions, 
such as the struggle by West Coast 
longshore workers who are fight
ing the shippers' concession de
mands and opposing the federal 
government's intervention in their 
struggle. 

Contributions to the fund can be 
made out to Pathfinder and mailed 
to the Militant, 410 West Street, 
NewYork, NY 10014. 

Militant/Eric 

Demonstrators outside immigration police building in Miami October 30 protest ar
rest the day before of some 200 workers who arrived on U.S. shores from Haiti. 

hailed down passing motorists and got a ride 
into the city, most of the refugees were ap
prehended by a cop mobilization involving 
local police departments, the INS, Coast 
Guard, and Border Patrol. 

Most of the Haitians were arrested on the 
causeway, loaded onto INS buses, and taken 
to Krome Detention Center. Twenty were 
arrested in the bay and are being detained 
on a Coast Guard vessel. According to news 
reports, 235 Haitians and several Domini
cans who made this voyage have been jailed. 
The U.S. government has also charged six 
of the voyagers as smugglers. 

No interviews with the Haitian immigrants 
have been published in the local media. Some 
Haitian-American elected officials have been 
allowed to spend a short time with the pris
oners at the Krome Detention Center. 

The Ft. Lauderdale Sun Sentinel inter
viewed a number of people at Chouchou 
Beach, on the northern coast of Haiti near 
Cap-Haitien, a fishing village of 3,000 
people, from where the boat departed. 
"People just reached the breaking point here, 
and we decided to build the boat-that's 
how this happened," said 24-year-old Deus 
Welby, who lives there. "We put together 
the money, and if people couldn't afford it, 
they donated whatever they could. Some 

people gave wood, some gave nails. Others 
just gave their labor. We got enough money 
from others to buy the engine. 

"It wasn't that hard to build this boat
we're sea people and everyone knows how 
to build a boat this simple," said Welby. "I 
put three of my best friends in all the world 
on that boat, so I know it was seaworthy." 

Meanwhile on Chouchou Beach, planks 
are being cut for the next voyage. 

Duchene Pierre, 48, the village's elected 
alderman, explained that the "reason we 
leave is economic, and that's also because 
of the politics. It's impossible to make any
thing work here if you cannot afford to live 
because of the political decisions. Over the 
last week the price of cement here has nearly 
doubled, and that affects construction, road 
work, and that means lost jobs." 

More than 90 percent of the applications 
for asylum made by 187 Haitians who ar
rived by boat in Miami last December 3 have 
been denied, and many have been deported 
or are in the process of being deported, ac
cording to the National Coalition for Hai
tian Rights. Most had no lawyers. 

Protests have also been held in Boston 
and are scheduled to continue in Miami. A 
protest at a campaign appearance by Presi
dent George Bush was scheduled in Tampa. 

Boston janitors win tentative contract 
BY SARAH ULLMAN 

BOSTON-After a month on strike jani
tors in the Boston area returned to work af
ter a tentative agreement was reached Oc
tober 23. "It was a victory," commented one 
striking worker. "We got more money, medi
cal insurance, and a lot of confidence. To
gether, anything is possible." 

The contract, which is being submitted 
to the membership for a vote, includes a 30 
percent raise over five years for those work
ing within 15 miles of downtown Boston 
and, for the first time, medical insurance 
paid for by the employers for 1 ,000 of the 
part-timers employed in the largest build
ings. Also new will be two paid sick days 
per year. 

"The important thing isn't the settlement," 
commented a striking janitor, "the struggle 
as a whole was important. What we need is 
a strong union. This strengthened the base. 
We'll be stronger next time." 

Service Employees International Union 
(SEIU) Local 254 had targeted the largest 
of the companies, Unicco Service Co. Start
ing September 30 the union began calling 
out their workforce, adding more and more 
of the buildings they clean as the strike went 
on. In all, about 2,000 of the I 0, 700 in the 
bargaining unit walked out. Some 500-700 
janitors picketed daily, with a number of 
them often marching, chanting and beating 
on bucket-bottoms, through the streets of 
Boston. The strikers won wide sympathy 
among working people and youth in the 
area. The Teamsters union, for example, 

refused to haul dumpsters from, or to de
liver packages to, the struck skyscrapers. 

The cleaners-SO percent of whom are 
part-timers and almost aJI of whom are im
migrant workers-came under tremendous 
pressure from the employers. At some tar
geted buildings, the strike was solid, at oth
ers some workers crossed the picket lines 
in fear of losing their jobs or of being de
ported. Another source of pressure was from 
Boston mayor Thomas Menino, who pre
sented himself as a "friend" of the janitors, 
but convinced the leadership of SEIU Lo
cal254 to postpone the strike several times. 
When they did begin the walkout, he en
joined them from marching through the city 
streets, and finally insisted on a settlement 
within 24 hours to head off further union
planned protest actions. 

Some janitors say the resulting agreement 
is weaker than it could have been. Most dis
appointed are those who work outside the 
metropolitan Boston area whose wages are 
already substantially lower. This contract 
would widen the gap, as their raises are 
smaller in both dollar and percentage terms. 
Others point to the fact that the medical in
surance being provided to those part-timers 
who are eligible will not start for two years, 
and that the $3.00 raise for those working 
in Boston starts out with only 25 cents an 
hour in the first year. 

This fight, however, has forced the em
ployers "to take into account our dignity," 
commented one of the workers. "Before the · 
strike, janitors were ignored." 



Bloomberg cries 'budget crisis,' targets workers 
BY JACK WILLEY 

New York City mayor Michael 
Bloomberg ordered a hiring freeze on all 
city jobs October 28 in his administation's 
latest move to slash city services, and pub
lic employees' wages, pensions, and jobs, 
under the pretext of a "budget" crisis. The 
directive also ordered most city agencies to 
squeeze 2 percent from their budgets this 
fiscal year and next. This is on top of a 7.5 
percent cut in city services earlier in the year. 

Mark Page, head of the Office of Man
agement and Budget, issued a memo casting 
the hiring ban as an effort to hold back lay
offs. "Recognizing that the permanent reduc
tions in spending that the city must achieve 
will require a reduction in work force~and 
that layoffs must be avoided to the extent 
possible~a freeze on all new hires is ... im
posed effective immediately," he wrote. 

Three days earlier, the ax came down on 
sanitation workers, with an initial round of 
103 workers laid off, the first substantial 
municipal job cutback in a decade. 

Bloomberg announced he will present a 
more sweeping package of budget cuts in 
November. 

"Everything is on the table," the mayor 
has said many times. Nobody expects him 
to call for a moratorium on debt payments 
to wealthy bondholders, however. 

Those facing cuts are the more than 
365,000 workers~roughly one in every 22 
New York residents~who are either munici
pal employees or whose wages are subsi
dized by the city. 

City Hall says that New York faces the 
worst budget "crisis" since 197 5. The mayor 
reports that municipal expenses extend be
yond income by $1 billion this fiscal year, 
which ends June 30, 2003. The mayor's of
fice projects budget gaps as high as $4 bil
lion to $6 billion in following years. 

New York, like many cities in the United 
States, operates on a deficit basis: it does not 
raise enough funds through taxes and state 
and federal revenue to cover its expenses. 
That shortfall is made up through issuing 
bonds~similar to taking out a loan~that is 
paid with interest over a set period of time. 
When a municipal government decides to 
reduce the deficit, bondholders are always 
guaranteed their payments above anyone 
else, while city employees and social services 
are put on the chopping block to meet the 
"crisis" and balance the books. 

New York City owes $42 billion in out
standing bonds~largely in the hands of the 
billionaire families~which would translate 
into $5,000 "owed" by each resident. In 
2002 the city will spend one out of every 
five tax dollars on debt service~principal 
and interest on bonds. 

Mayor projects sweeping cuts 
The quality of social services, which has 

been deteriorating, is expected to worsen 
further, while taxes, fees, fines, tolls, tick
ets, and nuisance charges~all of which fall 
disproportionately onto the backs ofwork
ers~are projected to increase in order to 
guarantee that bondholders continue to re
ceive their payments. 

The mayor is seeking to eliminate $225 
million in pension and health benefits owed 
to city workers and calls for scaling back 
the building of new schools by 20 percent. 
In February Bloomberg announced a bud
get plan proposing to slash funds to the 
Administration for Children's Service by 
nearly 18 percent and services for workers 
who are homeless by 17 percent. 

On the state level, pensions invested in 
the stock market during the 1 990s boom 
have plummeted 13 percent, losing $7 bil
lion and affecting close to 1 million active 
and retired government employees. 

In face of a 25 percent rise in the number 
of homeless families in the city and a spike 
in the number of children going to soup 
kitchens for their meals, Bloomberg an
nounced plans to step up Operation Clean 
Sweep, launched in February, to drive a 
record 3 7,000 homeless people off the 
streets. "We want to make sure that the pub
lic can go about their business and not be 
hassled," he told reporters. "We are not go
ing to lose the quality of life that we have 
all come rightly to expect." 

Bloomberg projects setting up toll booths 
on East River bridges, charging $6 to enter 
Manhattan from Brooklyn and Queens. 

Jose Rodriguez, a construction worker 
from Brooklyn, told the New York Daily 
News, "Ifl pay $6 a day, that's over $100 a 
month. With that money, I should be buy-

ing food for my kids." 
These moves are coupled with a proposal 

by the Metropolitan TransportationAuthor
ity (MTA) to jack up subway and bus fares 
from $1.50 to $2.00 per ride, a de facto tax 
of more than 30 percent on public transpor
tation. The reason, once again, is to make 
up for a proclaimed deficit. 

Last year the Port Authority of New York 
and New Jersey raised tolls at bridges and 
tolls between the states from $4 to $6 and 
fares on the PATH commuter train from $1 
to $1.50. Port Authority Chief Operating Of
ficer Ernesto Butcher has said, "The new 
toll and fare structure is a well-reasoned plan 
that will address traffic congestion by pro
viding travelers with an incentive to change 
their commuting habits ... and by encourag
ing the use of mass transit." 

'Worst budget crisis since mid-1970s' 
City Hall and the big-business media call 

the budget deficit the greatest fiscal crisis 
since the mid-1970s. The Daily News points 
at job losses, enduring economic stagnation, 
and a plunge in tax revenue from Wall Street 
financial firms from their peak of $21 bil
lion in 2000 to $12.8 billion this year. 

Official joblessness in the city stands at 
7.9 percent, well above the national aver
age. The city's economy shrank 1.3 percent 
in the second quarter of2002, the sixth con
secutive recessionary quarter. 

In the 1970s the state set up an agency 
staffed by bankers and other big-business 
figures~the Municipal Assistance Corpo
ration, known as "Big Mac"~to drive 
through steep austerity measures. Over a 30-
month period, more than 63,000 municipal 
employees lost their jobs, including 20,000 
teachers and 4,000 hospital workers. Tran
sit fares jumped. The City University ofNew 
York system~which had free tuition dat
ing back 129 years as well as open admis
sions to anyone with a high school diploma 
or equivalency since 1969~began charg
ing fees. Now tuition costs compare to that 
of other community colleges around the 
country. 

Once again, big business is warning of a 
major assault on public employees and ser
vices. "We will have to become accustomed 
to lower levels of service," declared Paul 
Dickstein, who was budget director in the 
Koch administration in the 1970s. 

City officials project slashing library 
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Thousands of members of Transport Workers Union LocallOO rallied in New York Oc
tober 30, opposing attacks on health benefits and other concession demands. Transit 
Authority is using "budget" crisis to claim it can't meet its obligations on health fund. 

hours, scaling back the number of garbage 
pickup days, chopping the Parks Depart
ment payroll, closing or merging 15 senior 
centers, raising express bus fares from $3 
to $4, cutting aid to asthma sufferers, and 
eliminating neighborhood youth programs, 
among other things. 

At the time of the last "crisis" the trade 
union officialdom collaborated with City 
Hall, accepting the claim that there was "no 
money," and negotiated takeback contracts. 

Teachers union officials offer cutbacks 
In face of the current ruling class offen

sive, Randi Weingarten, president of the 
United Federation of Teachers, has already 
jumped on board the concessions train, ask
ing only that Bloomberg first "make his case." 

On October 31 Weingarten offered 
Bloomberg a $200 million cutback, calling 
for the early retirement of 20,000 teachers 
over 55, to be replaced by teachers who are 
paid less. 

"This is not an ideal education policy," 
she said, "but if this budget crisis is as bad 
as they predict, it's the best of the bad ef
fects." She argued it would be a way to avoid 

layoffs ofteachers. 
Bloomberg gave Weingarten the back of 

his hand, rejecting her concession less than 
two hours after it was proposed. 

One item in the "education" budget that 
isn't being cut is the policing of schools. 
City officials plan to hire 285 additional 
security guards in the schools over the next 
two months. They will join 3,850 guards~ 
trained by the New York Police Depart
ment~who currently roam the halls and 
staff metal detectors. At schools such as 
John F. Kennedy High School in the Bronx, 
students sometimes wait in line for nearly 
an hour to go through metal detectors and 
scanners before they can enter the build
ing. 

Working people in nearby Nassau County 
face a similar situation as those in New York. 
County legislators adopted a budget Octo
ber 28 that raises property taxes by 20 per
cent and cuts the workforce by 1,400 jobs. 
They announced it as the first chapter in a 
four-year plan to rescue the county from 
defaulting on its bond payments. 

N.Y. transit workers confront the real 'rats' 
Continued from front page 
does not cover the cost of contraceptives as 
had been the case in previous years. 

The MTA is pleading poverty, blaming 
the September ll attacks and the declining 
economy for an alleged lack of funds. 

A worker from the paint shop, Mike 
Matthews, however, pointed out that the 
MTA has 9,000 bosses and supervisory per
sonnel, all with better health coverage than 
the workers. 

Workers also expressed outrage at the 
extremely severe disciplinary system. "We 
call it the 'guilty system,"' said Darryl 
Harrison, a conductor. Asked if this meant 
"guilty until proven innocent," he said, "No, 
it means you're guilty, period." 

Sheila Jack, also a conductor, said super
visors often take workers off the train arbi
trarily to discipline them, and try to do so 
without the union rep being present. 

In 2000, more than 16,000 disciplinary 
warnings were issued to this workforce of 
34,000 people. 

Speakers at the rally called on the MTA 
to provide child-care for union members. 
"I need child care now" was a popular sign. 

The union is also fighting for improved 
wages. Several unionists at the rally pointed 
out that their wages and benefits are infe
rior to those of workers employed by the 
Metro North and Long Island Rail Road 
commuter lines. 

For example, train operators for the city 
transit authority earn $24.35 an hour, while 
Metro North operators make $31.89. Work
ers in skilled trades such as sheet-metal 
workers, structural ironworkers and electri
cians earn $8 to $19 less per hour than the 
officially prevailing wage scale. 

The Transit Authority has increasingly 
turned to contracting out work. It hires non
union workers in many divisions, creating 
new job titles for similar work. These "non
represented" employees receive better pay 

and benefits than TWU members. 

Show of force by cops 
The New York City Police Department 

mobilized hundreds of cops to the rally, many 
in full riot gear and some on horseback or on 
motorcycles. They fenced in the transit work
ers and acted aggressively. The union had 
previously received a permit to march over 
to the offices of Gov. George Pataki for a sec
ond rally. But, as TWU LocallOO president 
Roger Toussaint reported to the assembled 
workers, the police revoked their march per
mit at the last minute, so they had to walk 
along the sidewalk to the second rally. 
Toussaint accused the cops of"intimidation." 

The transit workers' contract fight comes 
at a time when Mayor Michael Bloomberg's 
administration is calling for "fiscal disci
pline"-that is, slashing public employees' 
jobs and wages as well as city services in 
order to pay off the city's debt to wealthy 
bondholders. 

The MTA has announced a $663 million 
budget deficit for next year, and has suggested 
that it may seek to jack up subway and bus 
fares by 50 cents to $2.00. 

TWU Local! 00 has joined other organi
zations in a "Save the Fare" campaign to 
oppose the fare hike, rejecting attempts to 
pit transit workers against transit riders. 

Paul Martin, whose job is fixing MTA 
stations, noted that the MTA had received 
$2 billion in government aid "because of9-
ll. Where has all that money gone?'' he 
asked. "It's there." 

Contract negotiations between the union 
and the Transit Authority began September 
20. Since then, the union has been organiz
ing a series of actions leading up to the De
cember 15 expiration date. More than 5,000 
transit workers rallied September 25 at the 
Brooklyn headquarters of New York City 
Transit, which is part ofthe MTA. On April 
24 some 5,000 workers rallied to defend 

their health-care benefits. 
The union was strengthened by a two

month-long strike last summer by 1,500 
TWU members who operate buses in the 
borough of Queens for three private bus 
companies. The workers pushed back the 
city administration's attempt to cut their 
medical benefits. 

Threat of antilabor Taylor Law 
The antilabor Taylor Law bars strikes by 

public employees in New York State. None
theless, dozens of workers at the October 
30 rally carried signs reading, "First-class 
contract or strike," and several workers in
terviewed said they were prepared to strike 
if necessary to press their demands. 
Toussaint stated in September that "we will 
do everything possible to arrive at a con
tract on December 15, but we will not sur
render our right to strike." 

The big-business media has been crank
ing up its antiunion propaganda in response 
to the transit workers' fight. The New York 
Post ran an editorial September 30 that 
sought to portray the transit workers as self
ishly holding New York City commuters 
hostage for unreasonable demands. Citing 
the Taylor Law, the editorial claimed that 
"no such right [to strike] exists" and that if 
Toussaint "precipitates a strike he could
and certainly should~find himself in 
jail... and his members could-and certainly 
should-find themselves fined two days' 
pay for every day on the picket lines." 

MTA chairman Peter Kalikow, a real es
tate tycoon, also happens to be the former 
owner and publisher of the Post. 

John Giambalvo, an emergency response 
road car inspector and 20-year member of 
the union, compared the threat of the Taylor 
Law with the federal government's interven
tion against the West Coast longshore work
ers. In face of such threats, he emphasized 
the need for "solidarity among all the locals." 
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From the Escambray to the Congo 

Victor Dreke: 'We were ready to die in fight 
Reprinted below is an excerpt from 

Pathfinder's From the Escambray to the 
Congo: In the Whirlwind of the Cuban Revo
lution by Cuban revolutionary leader Victor 
Dreke. Over the next few weeks the Mili
tant will publish excerpts from the book. 
Dreke, a longtime combatant and leading 
cadre of the Cuban Revolution, is currently 
speaking in a number ofU.S. cities on "Cuba 
and Africa: 1959 to Today," along with Ana 
Morales, a Cuban doctor and leader of in
ternationalist medical missions in Africa. 

From the Escambray to the Congo is 
based on interviews with Dreke conducted 
in 1999 and 200 1 by Mary-Alice Waters, 
the president of Pathfinder Press; Luis 
Madrid, a staff editor of Pathfinder; and 
Martin Koppel, editor of the Militant. The 
excerpt is from the chapter titled "Joining 
the revolutionary movement. Copyright © 
2002 by Pathfinder Press, reprinted by per
mission. Subheadings and introductory 
notes are by the Militant. 

Sitiecito on the outskirts of Sagua. Today 
it's called the Hector Rodriguez Sugar Mill. 

Conrado Rodriguez Sanchez demagogi
cally presented himself as a proletarian leader 
He wore a guayabera shirt with the sleeves 
rolled up and was an enemy of the suit and 
tie. But at his side were genuine fighters for 
the sugar workers and young anti-Batista 
rebels who thought he was a real fighter for 
the workers, even if not of the same stature 
as Jesus Menendez or Lazaro Perra. Mr. 
Rodriguez showed his true colors when he 
ended his career together with the bourgeois 
and terrorist elements of Alpha 66. 

The strike lasted only a few hours. Be
cause Prio did not resist; he fled. The stu
dents were not given weapons, and Batista's 
coup was successful. 

As Victor Dreke explains in the pages that 
follow, his political activity began in re
sponse to Fulgencio Batista's March I 0, 
1952, military coup against the elected gov
ernment of President Carlos Prio Socarras. 

Courtesy Victor Dreke 
Members of Youth Movement of the Third Regional Workers Federation in Sagua Ia 
Grande on May 8, 1956, mark 21st anniversary of assassination of revolutionary Anto
nio Guiteras. Victor Dreke is squatting at left. Action was broken up by Batista's cops. 

That same day, the army and police
which until then had been the army and po
lice of Prio Socarras, of Prio's Authentic 
Party-immediately became Batista's army 
and police. They backed Batista. They at
tacked the demonstrations we were staging 
and arrested a group of compafieros and put 
us in jail. But they released us, because the 
1940 constitution said that minors-anyone 
under age 18--could not be put on trial. 

Batista was already well known to the 
Cuban people. He had headed a repressive 
regime from 1934 to 1944 that had been 
marked by brutality, corruption, and subser
vience to the interests of U.S. imperialism 
and Cuba's own landlords and capitalists. 
Following the 1952 coup, the Batista gang 
quickly moved to consolidate power andes
tablish one of the bloodiest dictatorships in 
Latin America, and it did so with the full 
backing ofWashington. 1 

The coup aroused widespread opposition 
throughout Cuba. From one end of the is
land to the other, working people and youth 
wanted to fight. But the major bourgeois op
position groups and politicians opposed any 
revolutionary action. They steered the deep
ening anti-Batista energy into ineffective 
channels such as boycotting stores and 
movie theaters, refusing to pay taxes, and 
withdrawing money from bank accounts. 
They aimed to convince Washington that 
they, not Batista, could best defend imperi
alist interests in Cuba. Above all, they feared 
a struggle against the Batista dictatorship by 
the workers and peasants on the plantations, 
in the factories, and throughout countryside 
and city that could grow over into a struggle 
against the entire capitalist system. 

Among the young people determined to 
organize a fight against the tyrannical re
gime was Fidel Castro.A member of the Or
thodox Party and one of its most popular 
candidates in the 1952 elections aborted by 
the coup, Castro initially sought to convince 
the party leaders to fight Batista. Having ex
hausted this effort, he and a handful of other 
young people set about creating a new revo
lutionary movement to do the job. By early 
1953 they had organized some I ,200 work
ers and students, overwhelmingly young. 
The organization came to be known as the 
Centennial Generation-named in honor of 
the hundredth anniversary of the birth of 
Jose Marti, Cuba's national hero. 

On July 26, 1953, some 160 combatants, 
under the command ofFidel Castro, launched 
an insurrectionary attack on the Moncada 
army garrison in Santiago de Cuba, together 
with a simultaneous assault on the Carlos 

Manuel de Cespedes garrison in Bayamo. 
This assault announced the revolutionary war 
against the Batista dictatorship. 

The attempt to seize the garrisons and lib
erate the weapons inside them failed. Batista's 
forces massacred more than fifty of the cap
tured revolutionaries. Fidel Castro and 
twenty-seven others, including Raul Castro 
and Juan Almeida, were tried and sentenced 
to up to fifteen years in prison. In the face of 
a massive public campaign for amnesty, those 
imprisoned were released on May 15, 1955. 

As the rebels returned to Havana, where 
they received a tumultuous welcome, they 
were already discussing the name ofthe or
ganization under which the struggle would 
continue. 

In June 1955 the freed combatants, to
gether with young cadres from the left wing 
of the Orthodox Party and other revolution
ary forces, formed the July 26 Revolution
ary Movement. The principal leaders of the 
new movement were soon forced into ex
ile, meeting up in Mexico, where they set 
about organizing and training their forces 
to return to Cuba. Among the revolutionar
ies who joined them was the young Argen
tine doctor Ernesto Che Guevara. 

In November 1956, eighty-two of these 
revolutionary combatants set sail aboard the 
yacht Granma from Tuxpan, Mexico. The 
expeditionaries landed in southeast Cuba on 
December 2, 1956, marking the beginning 
of the Cuban revolutionary war based in the 
Sierra Maestra mountains. 

Mary-A lice Waters: More than forty years 
after the overthrow of the Batista dictator
ship, Cuba's course continues to point a way 
forward. That's why so many rebels and 
fighters around the world want to study the 
revolution and learn its lessons. 

But revolutionary-minded young people 
in the United States and other countries find 
it hard to envision that it was people very 
much like themselves who joined in the fight 
to bring down the Batista regime, and went 
on to establish the first free territory in the 
Americas on the very doorstep of the most 
powerful and brutal-and the final-empire 
the world has known. 

From the Escambray to the Congo 
In the Whirlwind of the Cuban Revolution 

By Victor Dreke 

"We were a rebellious bunch, but we didn't know the first thing about revolution," 
says Victor Dreke. "We were ready to die in the fight against Batista." In this book, 

the revolutionary leader talks about his participation in key 
events of Cuba's modern revolutionary history, including the 
anti-Batista struggle, the fight to defend the victorious revolu
tion against imperialist threats and counterrevolutionary 
bandits in the Escombray Mountains, and Cuba's internation
alist missions in Africa. Also in Spanish. $17 

Available from bookstores, including those listed on page 14; 
or write Pathfinder at 410 West St., New York, NY 10014. Tel: 
(212) 7 4 1-0690; or visit www.pathfinderpress.com. Please 
include $3 for shipping and handling. 
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You were one of those individuals. How 
did you come to join the revolutionary move
ment? 

Victor Emilio Dreke Cruz: As it happens, 
the very day Batista staged the coup, March 
10, 1952, was my fifteenth birthday. I was 
born in 193 7, in the town ofSagua la Grande 
in Las Villas province. I come from a poor, 
working-class family, from a neighborhood 
in Sagua called Pueblo 
Nuevo. I was born and 
lived in a small house 
with a palm-thatch roof 
and a dirt floor. 

Ready to die in the fight against Batista 
We were a rebellious bunch, but we didn't 

know the first thing about revolution. We pro
tested because we believed Batista was bad. 
We didn't have a clear idea of what we hoped 
to accomplish. I honestly think that if the Prio 
government had given us weapons, we would 
have fought against the army. We were ready 

My father was a ven
dor. He sold fish from a 
stand in the market
place, but he had trouble 
paying for the space. I 
found a letter written to 
my father in 1934, say
ing they'd taken the 
stand away from him 
because he'd failed to 
pay the fee. I still have 
that letter. He was told 
he could never again 
open up a stand to sell 
fish. I can imagine what 
a crisis that must have 
been for him. 

1a 

Sugar workers in Las Villas demonstrate during December 
1955 nationwide strike by 200,000 workers. Dreke helped or
ganize support for the strike, which was called to protest gov
ernment moves to lower wages. 

Advice from father 
When I was young, I remember my father 

used to tell me, "Don't get involved in any
thing." My father wasn't for Batista, he was 
against Batista. But he didn't believe in any
one. "Don't join anything," he'd say. "Things 
will always stay the same. One side wins now, 
the other side wins later, and the ones with 
money will always be in power. Study and 
get an education and don't mess with strikes 
or any of that; it won't get you anywhere. 
Besides, that stuff's not for blacks." 

That was my father's way of looking at 
things. And I think this was how many 
blacks in Cuba looked at things. Until the 
victory of the revolution. Fortunately, I 
didn't listen. 

I'm a revolutionary because I didn't pay 
attention to my dad. But I'm sorry he didn't 
live to see he was wrong about this. 

I was in school at the time of the coup. 
The first news we received was that Batista 
had seized power, and that Prio Socarras was 
going to put up resistance. We heard that 
the students had gone off to the hill by the 
university steps and were asking for weap
ons from the Prio government to defend the 
1940 constitution. 2 

Prio's government was one of those pup
pet regimes that existed in Latin America. 
In reality it answered to the United States, 
to Washington. 

All of us at school took to the streets 
against Batista's coup, since it was general 
knowledge that Batista was bad, and we 
joined a political strike organized to oppose 
the coup. The central leader of the strike in 
the area was a man named Conrado 
Rodriguez Sanchez. He had been a peasant, 
a poor man, from the Santa Teresa Sugar 
Mill, as it was called then, in the town of 

to die in the fight against Batista. 
So this was my initiation. From that point 

on we were branded as revolutionaries by 
the police. Every year, when March I 0 
rolled around, the police would come arrest 
us and throw us in jail. 

I continued my studies and went on to high 
school in downtown Sagua. Then, on July 
26, 1953, the Moncada and the Carlos 

1 In September 1933, in the wake of the revo
lutionary upsurge that overthrew the dictatorship 
of Gerardo Machado the previous month, a coup 
by junior offices led by Fulgencio Batista estab
lished a coalition government led by Ramon Grau 
San Martin. The new government included revo
lutionary forces, among them Antonio Guiteras, 
who became minister of the interior. During this 
period, some of the demands long fought for by 
working people were realized, such as annulment 
of the U.S.-imposed Platt Amendment, the eight
hour day, and women's suffrage. In January 1934 
Batista carried out a second coup with U.S. back
ing and put an end to the Hundred Days Govern
ment, installing a regime compliant to capitalist 
interests in the United States and Cuba. Batista, 
who had been appointed head of the army and 
dominated the new government, sought to buy off 
former opponents of the Machado dictatorship, 
while carrying out murderous repression against 
those who refused to buckle, such as Guiteras. 

2 The constitution of 1940 reflected the anti
imperialist sentiment that remained deeply rooted 
among the Cuban people in the years following 
the revolutionary upsurge of 1933 that toppled 
the U.S.-sponsored dictatorship of Gerardo 
Machado. It provided for land reform and other 
democratic measures, but these provisions re
mained a dead letter under the successive pro
imperialist regimes. The 1940 constitution was 
abrogated entirely when Fulgencio Batista seized 
power in 1952. Its restitution was a demand of 
the revolutionary forces who were fighting 
against Batista. 



to bring down Batista' 
continued from facing page 
Manuel de Cespedes garrisons were attacked. 

July 26 was a Sunday. We didn't know 
anything about the events that day. But at 
dawn the following day, the police came and 
arrested us and took us to the police station. 
We didn't know why we'd been locked up. 
At the station we heard that "a group of out
laws" had attacked the Moncada garrison 
and that all the outlaws had been wiped out. 
That was the word used in the Batista gov
ern-ment's official communique: Fidel and 
the group of revolutionaries were "outlaws." 

Speaking for myself, I was filled with ad
miration to learn that a group of young people 
had tried to take the garrisons. Because 
throughout Cuba's history, a lot of people had 
talked about revolution. During this period 
in 1953~when Fidel attempted to take the 
Moncada garrison and, as he says, "set in 
motion the little engine that would start the 
big engine of the revolution"~there were a 
lot of movements that talked about armed 
struggle to get rid of Batista. But what they 
were actually doing was stealing money. 
They would collect money from people and 
buy weapons, and then they themselves 
would tum the weapons in to the authorities 
to justify not carrying out the action. 

But this courageous deed by Fidel inspired 
optimism and led Cuban youth to admire and 
respect him. A path was opened up. 

As for me, I was willing to give my life 
to defeat Batista~! had no doubt about 
that~but I did have doubts that anyone was 
really going to go up against Batista and do 
what they said they would do. Aureliano 
Sanchez Arango of the Authentic Party, for 
example, had talked about landing some 
people in Cuba to fight Batista. The same 
with Tony Varona, another leader of that 
party. But it was all a lie. It was all fake. 

But Fidel Castro did come through. People 
now trusted him. We were confident Fidel 
was going to take up arms against Batista, 
because he'd actually done so. It was one of 
the events that made us more confident of 
taking the road of revolutionary struggle. 

Formation of July 26 movement 
In 1955 the July 26 Movement was 

formed. That was a historic leap forward. I 
immediately joined a cell of the July 26 
Movement in Sagua Ia Grande, becoming 

rid of Batista, but they thought they could 
do so through elections. 

Then there was our group within this 
workers youth movement, which was 
against the electoral road and for armed 
struggle. We thus belonged both to what 
could be called the sugar workers movement 
and to the July 26 Movement. In other 
words, we had a link between the July 26 
Movement~the student struggles~and this 
workers movement. So I came out of this 
combination, this symbiosis. 

The struggle was very difficult, because 
as soon as you planned something, the gov
ernment, the dictatorship, would come after 
you. You had to be in hiding part of the time, 
fleeing, persecuted. 

We organized various revolutionary ac
tivities. On May Day, for example, we would 
organize different actions in opposition to 
Batista and in favor of the working class. 
These were lightning events.You hardly ever 
got a chance to speak. The moment you as
sembled, the police and the army would im
mediately arrive, with the snitches finger
ing people. Events had to be planned clan
destinely. 

We also waged a fight to honor Antonio 
Guiteras, holding activities on May 8, the 
anniversary of his assassination. I have pho
tos somewhere of the activities we held in 
1953, 1955, 1956, where I participated in 
activities by the student movement in trib
ute to Guiteras. 3 

Antonio Guiteras was the central leader 
of the revolutionary movement of 1933. For 
me personally, until Fidel Castro came on 
the scene, Guiteras was the figure I most 
respected and whose ideals I was a follower 
of. I still feel that way. I hadn't yet been 
born when he was assassinated in 1935, but 
growing up I learned the whole history of 
Guiteras, his activities, what he had fought 
for in the Hundred Days Government, and I 
considered myself a Guiterista. All these 
things were still a jumble in my mind. But 
the important thing was that I was in favor 
of the struggle, the armed struggle. 

As a result of our revolutionary activities~ 
the strikes, the torching of sugarcane fields, 
the sabotage, and all that~we were "burned," 
as we say in Cuba. That is, our identities be
came known, and we were being hunted by 
the police. It simply became impossible to 

function at a certain point. 

Revolutionary offensive 
In November or De

cember 1957 a big revo
lutionary offensive was 
taking place, with sugar
cane fields set on fire and 
other actions, in order to 
prevent the fake elections 
scheduled for the follow
ing year. Two compafieros 
in the cell I was the leader 
of were arrested. 

One of the compafieros 
talked under torture. The 
other compafiero held firm 
and didn't talk. 

Dreke, right, and other revolutionary combatant.s in town 
square of Giiinia de Miranda in Las Villas provmce after 
town was liberated by Che Guevara's column in October 1958. 

One of my friends, a 
young man who worked 
with me, came immedi
ately to my home, which 
was a small room my 
mother and I lived in. He 

head of sabotage actions. 
At the same time we continued to be part 

of the workers movement led by Conrado 
Rodriguez. This movement was affiliated to 
the Third Regional Workers Federation in 
Sagua, which encompassed the sugar work
ers in that area. There were nine sugar mills 
in the Sagua Ia Grande region at the time. So 
it was one of the most powerful sugar-pro
ducing areas in the country. The workers there 
were also among the most combative. The 
sugar workers' fight led by Jesus Menendez 
had been based, in part, in this area. 

Within this workers movement there were 
both right-wing and left-wing currents. 

There was one group within the Youth 
Movement of the Regional Federation~ 
which is what the youth section of this work
ers movement was called~that favored the 
electoral road. One of the principal figures 
they looked to was Jose Pardo Llada, a mem
ber of the Orthodox Party who had presi
dential aspirations. This group wanted to get 

warned me that so-and-so had been arrested, 
and that afterwards the police had come 
searching for other compafieros and arrested 
some. 

We realized the man must have talked. I 
decided not to let myself get caught. By 
then, Batista's government was murdering 
people. I said good-bye to my mother and 
left the house. 

I headed toward the neighborhood where 
I'd been born. Like the story about elephants 
always going back to die in the place they 
were born. I did so because I knew my 
neighborhood, I knew how I could get out. 
"Ifi can get to Pueblo Nuevo," I said to my
self, "no one will ever catch me." First, be
cause my family would protect me. And sec
ond, because I knew the area. 

I took off on a bicycle for Pueblo Nuevo, 
for my aunt's house. I got there and told my 
aunt that the army was searching for me, that 
I had to hide, that I wasn't going to go out. 

My poor aunt had been through a lot with 

The Freedom Caravan: The main columns of the Rebel Army enter Havana, Jan. 8, 
1959. Standing in jeep, wearing hat, is revolutionary leader Camilo Cienfuegos. 

me. Every time she heard I was in jail, she 
and CucaAcevedo, the mother of one of our 
compafieros, would go get me at the police 
station. I had the poor woman all tired out 
by then. 

"You're in trouble again, what's going 
on?" 

"Well, what can I do?" I said. 
And I sat there in the house, thinking 

about that. Because by then I already knew 
I had to join the rebels in the mountains. 

Suddenly, I spotted two army jeeps com
ing up the street. Inside the first jeep was 
this compafiero who'd talked. He was sit
ting in the middle, between two soldiers. 
I'd forgotten I had brought this guy to the 
house once. I'd had no connection with 
Pueblo Nuevo for years. 

"They're coming to get me," I said to my 
aunt. "Tell them I was never here." 

I went out the back, jumped over the fence, 
and headed for the house of a cousin. I came 
in through the backyard. Everyone panicked, 
thinking a thief had broken in. But then they 
saw it was me. 

"All right, come in, sit down. What hap
pened?" I explained, and my cousin told me 
to stay in the house, not to go out. 

Escaping Batista's police 
I immediately made contact with the July 

26 Movement, because my cousin, Marcelo 
Castillo, belonged to the July 26 Movement, 
although his father Florencio was a coun
cilman for the Liberals, one of Batista's par
ties. That was common during the revolu
tionary struggle in Cuba: that within the 
same family, some were for Batista and oth
ers against Batista. That happened a lot in 
our country. 

My revolutionary cousin went and told 
the compafieros that the army was looking 
for me and that I was in hiding. That night 
they moved me to the home of another 
cousin, where I hid out for two days in one 
of the rooms, barely able to breathe. 

On the morning of the second day the 
owner of the house came home. He came in 
and started talking to his wife in a loud voice: 
"I'm going to buy you furniture. I'm going 
to bring you some furniture. You'll like it." 
And he kept talking about the furniture. They 
couldn't afford furniture; they were practi
cally destitute. But that's the news all the 
neighbors heard. Because those houses are 
all right next to each 
other, they're made of 
wood, and everything 
you say in one house 
can be heard in the 
next. 

plan afoot, which I didn't know about until 
the furniture arrived. I hadn't been told any
thing. The July 26 Movement cell had de
vised a plan to get me out of that house and 
out ofSagua, because all the exits had been 
closed off and the army was looking for me. 

What was the plan? 
The first part was to arrive with the furni

ture and make a lot of noise, so everyone in 
the neighborhood would know about it. 
"Look, he bought furniture. He's giving her 
furniture," they'd say. 

Later that afternoon, after my cousin had 
already gone back out, his wife came home. 
When he returned, she created a scene. Ev
eryone in the neighborhood heard it, be
cause that was the plan. "I don't want the 
furniture! Take it away! I don't want it! Be
sides, we c<m't afford it; you know we can't." 
She kept on and on like this, so he went and 
got a truck to take the furniture back. 

Driving the truck was Arnaldo Arias 
Echenique, who owned the furniture store I 
worked in and who later left Cuba. He had 
been lined up through his brother Mario, who 
was a member of the July 26 Movement. 

As they were preparing to take the furni
ture out, they put me inside the cabinet, a 
tiny two-door cabinet I was able to fit into 
because of my small size. Then they loaded 
the cabinet, with me in it, onto the truck, 
and put the living room set in front of it. 
That's how they got me out. 

I was taken to Santa Clara, where I was 
picked up by a compafiero named Morejon, 
one of the July 26 Movement's leaders in 
Sagua, who later betrayed the revolution. 

It's a story the old people in town still talk 
about. "The guy escaped in a cabinet." 

"I helped. I helped," everyone claims. 
There are about a thousand people in 

Sagua who claim to have helped me escape. 

3 Antonio Guiteras ( 1906-1935 )-Student 
leader of struggles against the dictatorship of 
Gerardo Machado in 1920s and 1930s. A leader 
of anti-imperialist forces during the 1933 revolu
tionary upsurge that overthrew the Machado re
gime, he became interior minister in the Hundred 
Days Government brought to power by that up
surge in September 1933 and overthrown in Janu
ary 1934 in a coup by Batista. Guiteras was mur
dered in January 1935, as he was leading the clan
destine struggle against the regime. 

FROM PATHFINDER 

Making History 
Interviews with four generals of 
Cuba's Revolutionary Armed Forces 

Four outstanding generals of Cuba's 
Revolutionary Armed Forces, each 
with close to half a century of revolu
tionary activity, talk about their lives. 
Through their stories we can see the 
class dynamics that have shaped our 
entire epoch. We can understand 

The two of them 
went out. Later that 
afternoon he showed 
up with the furniture. 
A living room set, a 
bedroom set, an easy 
chair, a dresser, a 
cabinet, and I don't 
know what else. 
They brought the fur
niture into the house. 

how the people of Cuba, as they 
struggle to build a new society, have for more than forty 
years held Washington at bay. $15.95 
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Cuban revolutionaries 
meet with farmers 
in southern Georgia 
BY ARLENE RUBINSTEIN, 
CHESSIE MOLANO, 
AND CHRIS HOEPPNER 

VALDOSTA, Georgia-"The U.S. gov
ernment has attacked the Cuban Revolution 
from the beginning," said Victor Dreke. 
"They have tried to assassinate Fidel Castro 
and other leaders, invade our shores, and 
carry out economic warfare. But none of this 
has stopped us." 

Addressing a public meeting October 27 
in this town in southern Georgia, Dreke said, 
"The revolution that triumphed in Cuba on 
Jan. 1, 1959, was carried out to give land to 
those who work it. We made health care free 
for all. We carried out a literacy campaign so 
all would be able to read and write. We ended 
discrimination against blacks. 

"Cuba sent combatants to take part in lib
eration struggles throughout Africa-in the 
Congo, Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde, 
Angola, Ethiopia, and Congo-Brazzaville," 
he said. "In all those countries Cuba came at 
the request of the people fighting for their 
liberation." The Cubans asked for nothing in 
return, he said, "leaving only our blood." 

That internationalist solidarity has been 
a central theme of the monthlong speaking 
tour in several U.S. cities by Cuban revolu
tionary Victor Dreke on "Cuba and Africa: 
1959 to Today." Accompanying him was 
Ana Morales, a doctor and leader of Cuba's 
medical missions to Africa. The meeting in 
Valdosta was sponsored by the People's Tri
bunal, a civil rights organization in south
em Georgia founded in 1999 in response to 
the police killing ofWillie James Williams 
in Lowndes County. 

"Here are two people who are history 
makers," said People's Tribunal leader Willie 
Head in introducing the invited speakers to 
the meeting, which drew 50 people. "Victor 
Dreke," he noted, "has been a leader of the 
Cuban Revolution for half a century." 

Dreke joined the revolutionary movement 
against the U.S.-backed Batista dictatorship 
as a teenager in the mid-1950s. After the revo
lutionary victory in 1959, he was one of the 
commanders of the fight against counterrevo
lutionary bands in the Escambray mountains 
of central Cuba. In 1965 he served as second 
in command to Emesto Che Guevara of a 
column of Cuban internationalist combatants 
in the Congo. He headed Cuba's internation
alist mission in Guinea-Bissau, fighting 
alongside Amilcar Cabral in the war for in-

dependence from Portugal. Since then he has 
helped lead Cuba's internationalist work in 
Guinea-Bissau, the Republic of Guinea, and 
other African countries. He is also a leader 
of the Association of Combatants of the Cu
ban Revolution. 

Head introduced Ana Morales, a doctor 
and professor at the Latin American School 
of Medicine in Havana. She led the Cuban 
medical mission in Guinea-Bissau in 1985 
and helped found the Cuban-donated medi
cal school there. 

"I myself am a product of the Cuban revo
lution," said Morales, whose father was a 
dockworker in Havana. "Only because of 
the Cuban Revolution could I become a 
doctor and participate in bringing medical 
aid provided by Cuba to the African people." 

In the discussion session, one person re
marked that the big-business media hopes 
"that after Fidel Castro is gone the revolu
tion will be over. What can you tell us about 
the ability of the younger generation in Cuba 
to carry on the revolution?" 

"I have complete confidence in the 
younger generation," said Dreke. "After 
Fidel's generation and my generation are 
gone, our children and grandchildren will 
fight to defend the land, and the imperial
ists will not be able to bring back discrimi
nation and oppression-just as the children 
and grandchildren of farmers here continue 
the fight to keep the land on the farms we 
visited today." 

Visits to two farms 
Dreke was referring to visits to two farms 

earlier that day. In the morning, Willie Head 
welcomed more than 30 people to his veg
etable and hog farm. They included students 
and workers from Miami, Tampa, and At
lanta, as well as members of the Atlanta Af
rica-Cuba Speakers Committee. Among them 
was Dr. Kwame-Osagyefo Kalimara, a mem
ber of the Malcolm X Grassroots Movement. 

Gladys Williams, a representative of the 
People's Tribunal, assured Dreke and Mo
rales that they would meet a warm welcome 
among working people in Valdosta. However, 
she said, "you may not find the U.S. govern
ment as friendly as we found Cuba's." 

Williams was referring to her visit to Cuba 
in February 2000 with Head and four other 
farmers from the United States. The Na
tionalAssociation of Small Farmers (ANAP) 
organized the fact-finding trip. In May of 

Militant/ Arlene Rubinstein 
Abov~, farmer Willie Head, left, gives 
tour on October 27 of his farm near 
Pavo, Georgia, to Ana Morales, cen
ter, Victor Dreke, and others. Right, 
Dreke and Morales visit longtime lo
cal farmer Rosa Lee Murphy. 

that year Head returned to Cuba along 
with other U.S. farmers to participate in 
ANAP's national convention. 

"As you drive around in the countryside 
you will notice that some farms look a lot 
nicer than others," Head observed. That is 
one sign, he said, "of the U.S. government's 
discriminatory practices against Black farm
ers. There has been a long struggle in this 
area by Black farmers to hold onto the land. 

"It's a struggle to own land here and be 
Black," he said. 

Head is active in the fight by farmers to 
retain their land and in opposition to the dis
criminatory practices of the U.S. Depart
ment of Agriculture. 

"My name is written on the land," he said. 
"This farm belonged to my grandfather, my 
father, me, and hopefully my children." 

Government officials, by their practices, 
"deliberately do not allow us the opportu
nities to farm," he said. Becoming indebted, 
"we lose the land to them and become peas
ants without land. What we do plant is out 
of our own sheer will. This has been our 
fight for the last 20 years." 

Over the past century, the debt squeeze and 
government -sanctioned discrimination, along 
with racist lynchings and other terror cam
paigns, drove many farmers off their land. In 
1920, Black farmers owned 15 million acres 
ofland; today they own 2 million. 

Some working farmers in the South have 
formed cooperatives to pool resources to 
organize the sale of their produce as well as 
to try to control the cost of farm inputs. Head 

Atlanta daily interviews Victor Dreke 
The following article appeared in the 

October 30 issue of the Atlanta Journal 
Constitution. It was titled, "Che's work 
in Africa given new scrutiny: Author who 
aided him there hopes to demystify his 
hero." Victor Dreke was interviewed 
while in Atlanta as part of a six-city U.S. 
speaking tour. 

BYMONIBASU 

district and the Martin Luther King Jr. site 
and talking to civil rights veterans Tyrone 
Brooks, the Rev. Tim McDonald and the 
Rev. C. T. Vivian. 

In an interview this week, Dreke talked 
about race relations and why Castro sent his 
beloved friend Che to fight in post-colonial 
wars in Africa. 

Dreke and more than 100 other Cuban 
volunteers-all black except Che-fol-

The worldwide interest in Ernesto "Che" lowed their commandante into the Congo 
Guevara, whether as stylish revolutionary or after the assassination of socialist leader 
a historical figure, endures more than four Patrice Lumumba shortly after indepen-
decades after he was slain by U.S.-assisted dence. There they fought alongside the rem-
Bolivian troops. But to Cuba's faithful nants ofLumumba's nationalist movement. 
Fidelistas, Che's legacy remains even more As Dreke recalled, Che brimmed with 
vivid. courage and zeal in his quest to help Laurent 

"Some people have tried to mystify Che, Kabila's Simba rebels oust the U.S.-sup-
but for us, he was flesh and bones," said ported government. But Dreke said Che 
Victor Dreke, who was Guevara's second faced faulty intelligence and deeply divided, 
in command in Cuba's failed military ven- ill-trained Congolese fighters. 
tures into the Congo. "We had other misconceptions, too," 

Much of Guevara's character was re- Dreke wrote in his book. "Speaking truth-
vealed in his African diaries, published last fully, almost nobody here knew anything 
year, and in Dreke's book, published ear- about Africa. Our image was from Tarzan 
lier this year, called "From the Escambray movies-Tarzan and Cheeta the monkey." 
to the Congo: In the Whirlwind of the Cu- Dreke blamed textbooks written by capital-
ban Revolution." ists in pre-revolutionary days for Cubans' 

Dreke, 64, visiting the United States for ignorance about their black brethren across 
the first time, is in Atlanta this week to talk the Atlantic. 
about Cuba's relationship with African na- The Congo experience led to Cuban troops 
tions. in Angola, Guinea-Bissau and other African 

Now the vice president of the Cuba-Af- nations freshly freed from colonial rule. The 
rica Friendship Association, Dreke is meet- United States accused Castro of exporting 
ing with black Georgia farmers, speaking revolution; the Cubans claimed affinity with 
at Clark Atlanta University and Spelman black Africans struggling against racism. 
College, touring theAuburnAvenue historic "The brutal policy of apartheid is being 
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carried out before the eyes of the whole 
world," Guevara declared at the U.N. Gen
eral Assembly in 1964. "The people of Af
rica are being compelled to tolerate in that 
continent the concept, still official, of the 
superiority of one race over another .... Can 
the United Nations do nothing to prevent 
this?" 

Dreke credited Cubans of African descent 
with the start of Cuba's independence move
ment and for the prosperity of Havana. 

"The beautiful buildings of Old Havana 
were built with the blood and sweat of Afri
cans," he said, defending Cuba's "interna
tionalist" policy. "That's why Fidel felt com
pelled to pay back the debt." 

The U.S. State Department estimates 
Cuba's population at 37 percent white, 11 
percent black, 51 percent mulatto (mixed 
race) and 1 percent Chinese. An estimated 
two-thirds of the population is believed to 
have some African roots. 

Dreke credited Castro's 1959 revolution 
with wiping Cuba clean of racial discrimi
nation. "It wasn't as grave as it was [in the 
American South], but blacks in Cuba didn't 
have the same rights as whites," Dreke said. 
"I was not a socialist-or a Communist
but in the face of abuse, you become rebel
lious. From night to day, things changed for 
black people in Cuba." 

Victor Dreke will speak with Ana Mo
rales, a professor at Havana's Latin Ameri
can School ofMedicine, on Cuba's ties with 
Africa at 7 p.m. Thursday at the Interde
nominational Theological Center, 700 Mar
tin Luther King Jr. Drive. 

noted the contrast between cooperatives in 
the United States and those in Cuba, which 
are formed voluntarily by small farmers 
under the agrarian reform laws. 

Cooperatives in the United States are 
"driven by capitalism," he said. "The sys
tem will allow a cooperative of Blacks lim
ited access to markets and funds. But the 
large white land owners dominate the mar
kets and funding to pay for labor, packag
ing, machinery. We can create a coopera
tive but the pace of improvement is slow." 

Pointing to 40 acres of unplanted land on 
his farm, Head explained, "In Cuba, as long 
as you work the land you are able to stay on 
the farm. Here you may own the land but 
often you can't plant it because you don't 
have the funds." 

He added, "We need a revolution in this 
country. We know you made one in Cuba and 
that we need to learn how you did it." 

Cuban revolutionaries, said Dreke, "don't 
consider ourselves to be the teachers of the 
world. But some of us come from the time 
when peasants were mistreated, when 
Batista's army burned their houses to force 
them off the land, when peasant women 
were not able to give birth in hospitals, when 
both black and white peasants suffered." 

Land for those who work it 
"Cuba broke from that past in 1959 with 

the triumph of the revolution," Dreke said. 
"The agrarian reform stated, 'The land is 
for those who work it' and gave land to the 
peasants. In this fight skin color didn't mat
ter-they all united to defend the land." 

The Cuban agrarian reform law of May 
1959 set a limit of 1,000 acres on individual 
holdings, and resulted in the confiscation of 
vast estates, a large percentage of which 
were owned by U.S. families and corpora
tions. Some 100,000 peasant families re
ceived title to the land they tilled. The sec
ond agrarian reform law, passed in October 
1963, confiscated landholding above 165 
acres from the remaining 10,000 capitalist 
farmers in Cuba, bringing property relations 
on the land in line with those already estab
lished through the expropriation of capital
ist-owned industry in the latter half of 1960. 

After a tour of Willie Head's farm, the 
Cuban visitors and their entourage traveled 
in a 1 0-car caravan to the farm of Rosa Lee 
Murphy, 88. She gave Dreke and Morales a 
brief history of the Dry Lake farm commu
nity where her land is located. At one time, 
she said, "They wouldn't sell cars to Blacks, 
so the children couldn't go anywhere. We 
couldn't do anything but buy land next to our 
relatives. Then the county government real
ized Blacks might own all ofBrooks County, 
and they started to sell us cars so we would 
leave-this was to help the plantations and 
the wealthy people. This is our history." 

Several of the youth who took part in the 
two events of the day commented on how 
much they had learned from being part of 
this exchange between Cuban revolutionar
ies and U.S. farmers. Nils Arrington, a mu
sic student at the University of Miami, and 
others had found out about the trip the previ
ous day at a demonstration protesting the U.S. 
war moves against Iraq. "I've had more equ
cation in the last couple of hours," Arrington 
said, "than in the last two years of college." 



'We go to Mrica to pay our debt to humanity" 
Continued from front page 
teachers, technicians, and other volunteers 
carry out internationalist missions in anum
ber of African countries. 

"The only thing that Cuba has brought 
back from Africa is our 2,000 combatants 
who fell in battle," Dreke said. Unlike the 
imperialist powers that come to plunder the 
continent, "We don't own any property or 
companies inAfrica. The only thing we have 
in Africa is our sweat-and the hearts of the 
African people. 

"As Fidel has said, Cuba has gone to Af
rica to pay part of our debt to humanity, 
which in truth is unpayable," Dreke stated, 
referring to Cuban president Fidel Castro. 
"We are indebted to the African continent 
and to other peoples of the world." 

Dreke replied to questions on a range of 
subjects, from the part played by women in 
African liberation struggles, to the Cuban 
Revolution today, to the role of the Interna
tional Monetary Fund and other imperialist 
lending institutions in the Third World. 

Cuba will not go back to capitalism 
When a student asked whether capital

ism is being reintroduced in Cuba today, 
Dreke replied that while Cuba has had to 
develop tourism and other sources of hard 
currency, capitalist rule was overthrown four 
decades ago. "Capitalism doesn't exist in 
Cuba. It died on January I, 1959-forever. 
And when the present generations pass 
away, capitalism will continue to be dead. 

"Do you know what capitalism in Cuba 
was?'' he said. "Women did not have rights. 
There was racial discrimination-whites 
went to one park and Blacks had to go to 
another. The land belonged to the rich. The 
poor did not have land. The poor did not 
have houses. They couldn't study-half a 
million people or more were illiterate. The 
army would beat people in the streets. 

"When you want to think about capital
ism, think about what's happening in the 
United States," he concluded. "You are our 
brothers and sisters, but capitalism is not." 

Altogether, more than 700 people at
tended meetings in Georgia for Dreke and 
for Ana Morales, who has helped lead 
Cuba's medical missions in Africa. The At
lanta Africa-Cuba Speakers Committee or
ganized their speaking engagements in both 
Atlanta and Valdosta. The committee in
volved faculty members and students at 
Clark Atlanta University (CAU), Spelman 
College, and Morehouse College. It received 
broad support from student groups, includ
ing the Dark Tower Project, Meeting of the 
Minds, SASSAFRAS, Spark O.N.E., and 
the Ujamaa Society. 

Dr. Marvin Haire, the president of the Na
tional Association of Black Political Scien
tists and professor of political science at 
Clark Atlanta, convened weekly meetings 
of the local tour committee. Other members 
of the body included Kwaku Danso, chair 
of the International Affairs and Develop
ment at CAU; Sobukwe Shukura of the All-
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NEW JERSEY 
Newark 
The Crisis Facing Russia Today; Moscow's 
"Anti-Terror" Campaign, Chechnya, and the 
U.S. War Drive. Speaker: Mike Taber, Socialist 
Workers Party. Fri., Nov. 8, 7:30p.m. 
The Struggle for a United Ireland Fri. Novem
ber 15, 7:30p.m. Both events at 168 Bloomfield., 
2nd Floor. Donation: $5. Tel:(973) 481-0077. 

NEW YORK 
Garment District 
The Crisis of Imperialism and the Fight for a 
United Ireland. Speaker: Mark Gilsdorf, Social
ist Workers Party. Fri., Nov. 8, 7:30p.m. 545 8th 
Avenue, 14th Floor. Donation: $5. Tel: (212) 695-
7358. 

Upper Manhattan 
Oppose U.S. Threats against north Korea! 
Speaker: Naomi Craine, Socialist Workers Party. 
Fri., Nov. 8, 7:30p.m. 
The OCLAE Conference in Guadalajara and 
the Fight against Imperialism in Latin 
America Today. Speaker: Amy Roberts, Social
ist Workers Party. Fri., Nov. 15, 6:30 p.m. din
ner; 7:30 p.m. program. Both events at 599 W. 
187 St., 2nd Flo01: Donation: $5 dinner, $5 pro
gram. Tel: (212) 740-4611. 

African People's Revolutionary Party; and 
Dr. Kwame-Osagyefo Kalimara, a profes
sor at Spelman College and founding mem
ber of the Malcolm X Grassroots Move
ment. Danso, formerly Ghana's ambassador 
to Central America and the Caribbean, al
ready knew Dreke and Morales from their 
work in Guinea-Bissau. 

The committee organized an airport wel
come by 25 people to greet Dreke and Mo
rales on their October 26 arrival, followed 
by a well-attended reception. One activist 
in the committee who works as a printer at 
the Atlanta Journal Constitution secured a 
feature interview with Dreke by that paper 
(see page 10.) 

Cuba's medical missions in Africa 
A high point of the tour was a presenta

tion by Ana Morales on Cuba's medical mis
sions in Africa before a packed auditorium 
of300 enthusiastic young people at Spelman 
College. Morales was introduced by Kathleen 
Phillips-Lewis, chair of the school's African 
Diaspora and the World program. 

"In Africa 28 million people are infected 
with HTV," said Morales. "Cuba is ready to 
help Africa. The main thing we have to of
fer is our human resources. If other coun
tries also help, Cuba is offering to send 4,000 
doctors, medical staff, and teachers to cre
ate 20 medical schools on the African con
tinent that can train 1,000 doctors a year. 
We have also offered to send specialists to 
direct a campaign for AIDS prevention, di
agnostic equipment, and anti-retroviral treat
ment for 30,000 patients. 

"How is it possible for Cuba to offer all of 
this solidarity? The key is the human capital: 
the cultural level Cuba has reached through 
our revolution, the high level of conscious
ness and confidence of the population." 

Before the Cuban Revolution, Morales 
said, "our national health system had the 
same kind of problems other countries have. 
But there was a social transformation. In a 
discussion with medical students in the early 
years of the revolution Ernesto Che Guevara 
explained that to be a revolutionary doctor, 
first you have to make a revolution." 

Before the meeting 60 people attended a 
reception at the Women's Research andRe
source Center hosted by Dr. M. Bahati 
Kuumba, associate director of the center, to 
welcome Dreke and Morales to Spelman 
College. Patricia Rodney, director of the 
Master of Public Health Program in the 
Community Health and Preventive Medi
cine Department of Morehouse School of 
Medicine, and wife of Guyanese anti-im
perialist leader Walter Rodney, brought her 
class to the reception. 

During the seven-day visit local Cuba soli
darity activists also hosted a dinner and meet
ing, which discussed the next stage in the de
fense campaign for five Cuban revolutionar
ies who have been locked up in federal pris
ons on frame-up charges of conspiracy to 
commit espionage. Atlanta will be the loca
tion of the next round of legal proceedings 

Militant/Maceo Dixon 
Top left, farmer Willie Head (left) 
and Victor Dreke during farm visit. 
Above, Ana Morales (right) speak
ing at the Interdenominational 
Theological Center. More than 700 
people attended meetings in Geor
gia for the two Cuban revolution
aries. Left, Patricia Rodney, direc
tor of the Master of Public Health 
Program at the Morehouse School 
of Medicine, and wife of slain 
Guyanese anti-imperialist leader 
Walter Rodney, speaking at the 
meeting held at Spelman College 
in Atlanta. 

in the case of the five patriots, whose "crime" 
consisted of gathering information on 
Florida-based counterrevolutionary groups 
that have a history of assaults on Cuba. 

Attending the meeting were a student 
leader from Spelman College, activists from 
theAll-African People's Revolutionary Party, 
Atlanta Network on Cuba, Green Party, 
Malcolm X Grassroots Movement, National 
Center for Human Rights Education, Project 
South Institute to Eliminate Poverty and 
Genocide, and Socialist Workers Party. A 
planning meeting for defense of the Cuban 
Five is scheduled for November 6. 

Fidel was not satisfied with that," arguing 
that further steps were needed to bring both 
Blacks and women into "leadership posi
tions at all levels." (The speech is printed in 
New International no. 6 under the title "Re
newal or Death.") 

Accompanied by students and workers 
the two Cuban revolutionaries visited the 
"Without Sanctuary: Lynching Photography 
in America" exhibit at the Martin Luther 
King historical site. Several of the students 
were originally from Haiti, Cuba, Cape 
Verde Islands, and Monserrat. 

Tyronne Brooks, a civil rights veteran and 
president of the Georgia Association ofBlack 
Elected Officials, sponsored a luncheon for 
the two Cuban guests at Paschal's restaurant 
in Atlanta's historic West End community
a restaurant in which Martin Luther King had 
an office in the early days of the civil rights 
movement. Others at the luncheon included 
Connie Tucker of the Southern Organizing 
Committee for Economic and Social Justice 
and Atlanta attorney Don Edwards. 

Dreke and Morales also participated in a 
November I ribbon-cutting ceremony at the 
grand opening of the National Center for 
Primary Care at the Morehouse School of 
Medicine. Later they were given a tour of 
the Southwest Hospital. 

Ninety people attended the last meeting 
of the tour at the Interdenominational Theo
logical Center. Mack Jones, the recent de
partment chair of political science at CAU, 
introduced the two guests. "Let me start with 
two of my assumptions," he said. "First, that 
the most important and the most outstand
ing international action in the last half cen
tury was the triumph and consolidation of 
the Cuban Revolution. The Cuban Revolu
tion demonstrated to the world and espe
cially to the poor countries of the world that 
there is an alternate path of development. 
And then, that the most egregious affront to 
humanity in the last 50 years has been the 
unrelenting assault of the American govern
ment on the Cuban Revolution." 

At the meeting, three student members 
oftheAtlantaAfrica-Cuba Speakers Com
mittee-Martha Ramirez, Pearl Dorga and 

Militant/Maceo Dixon 
Student at Spelman College asking question at meeting attended by some 300 students. 

Struggle against racism 
At the dinner one of the questions con

cerned the struggle against racism in Cuba. 
Before the revolution, Dreke said, 

"Blacks and whites in Cuba were segre
gated." Poor whites were also segregated 
from rich whites, he noted. 

"There were schools that were practically 
for whites only. Our beaches were private 
beaches, our hospitals were private hospi
tals, our high schools were mostly private 
and it was almost impossible for many poor 
people to go to the public schools. 

"The revolution did away with all that
and not just with laws" but in practice, Dreke 
said. 

Dreke pointed out that his book, From the 
Escambray to the Congo: In the Whirlwind 
of the Cuban Revolution, describes how af
ter the victory of the revolution "we did 
away with the ropes that had been set up in 
parks to keep Blacks and whites apart." But 
from the beginning, he said, Fidel Castro 
had explained that "you could not wipe out 
racism simply with laws, because it was 
something that was in the minds of people. 
It was going to take hard work." 

In a report to the Third Congress of the 
Cuban Communist Party in 1986, Dreke 
said, Castro explained that "there was some
thing that could still be seen as a racial prob
lem. Everybody had the same rights, but 

Claressa Dubbery-urged young people to 
attend the congress of the Continental Or
ganization of Latin American and Carib
bean Students (OCLAE) that will be held 
in Guadalajara, Mexico, November 29-De
cember 2. 

Cuba and Africa: 
1959 to Today 

Speaking engagements 
for Victor Dreke and Ana 

Morales 

Tampa, Florida 
November 11 
Meeting with farmers 

November 12 
University of South Florida 6:00p.m. 

Education Building, TECO Room 

Boston, Massachusetts 
November 14-15 

For more information contact the Africa
Cuba Speakers Committee; c/o Howard 
University NAACP, 2400 6th St. NW, 
Suite 118, Washington, D.C. 20059. 
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West Coast longshore 
unionists work safe in 
face of bosses' pressure 
BY WANDA LYTTLE 

LOS ANGELES-"We're not slowing 
down, we're just working safe. We're talk
ing about tons of steel moving around out 
there. The lanes are completely congested," 
said Roosevelt Taylor, who has worked on 
the Oakland docks for 14 years. 

Taylor is one of 10,500 dockworkers or
ganized by the International Longshore and 
Warehouse Union (ILWU) who are fight
ing for a new contract in the West Coast ports 
and against the bosses' drive to lay off union 
workers and speed up the pace of work. 

He spoke in rejection of attempts by the 
Pacific Maritime Association (PMA), which 
represents the shipping bosses, to win a legal 
ruling that the ILWU is conducting a slow
down on the docks. The PMA is attempting 
to use the Taft-Hartley Act in this effort. 

On October 8 U.S. president Bush im
posed an injunction under this antiunion law 
to end the PMA's 1 0-day lockout of 
dockworkers. The document imposes the 
terms of the previous contract and requires 
the ILWU and PMA to hold talks with fed
eral mediators over a 60-day period. The 

union is also prohibited from striking for 
an 80-day period that ends on December 26. 

Confirming this antilabor stance, govern
ment attorneys have demanded that the 
union show proof that dockworkers are abid
ing by the October 8 injunction, which in
cludes a clause that union members must 
work at a "normal and reasonable speed." 
Taft-Hartley grants federal courts broad 
powers to fine or imprison union members 
for violating such a ruling. 

Speaking to Militant reporters at the 
Matson terminal, Taylor said the port 
bosses' are to blame for the slow progress 
in clearing the backlog of freight that piled 
up during the lockout. "Tonight I'm filling 
a clerk's job," he said. "They have so much 
work that we're taking on jobs we don't nor
mally do, and we're not as fast as the clerks." 

On October 29 the union filed a docu
ment in answer to the PMA accusations of 
a slowdown. The effects of the bosses' lock
out, and not any union action, is the reason 
the ports are congested, it said. It noted prob
lems such as a shortage of yard space, in
creased traffic on the docks, labor shortages, 

Hundreds oflongshore workers rally in San Francisco in July. The more than 10,000 
West Coast dockworkers are resisting shipping bosses' drive against jobs and safety. 

equipment breakdowns, and unsafe work
ing conditions. 

Taylor emphasized that safety is a key 
question for the union fighters. Before the 
contract expired, he said, workers "were 
going above and beyond, trying to be 'team 
players' and comply with the company to 

exceed productivity goals. But they turned 
this on us. We had guys leaping from con
tainer to container without safety vests to 
get the work out. We were shooting our
selves in the foot. Now we're working un
der the guidelines" laid out in the Pacific 
Marine Safety Code, he said. 

1962: How Kennedy planned invasion of Cuba 
Commenting on the government's parti

san stance in the October 21 Dispatcher, the 
union journal, Tom Price observed, "From 
the very beginning the employers knew they 
had allies in Washington." The article was 
entitled "Locked out and Shaft-Hartley' ed." BY PAUL PEDERSON 

Forty years after Washington pushed the 
world to the edge of nuclear war in what is 
widely known as the Cuban Missile Crisis, 
U.S. capitalist politicians and the media 
continue to cover up the truth about those 
events. They portray the conflict as simply 
a Cold War confrontation between two su
perpowers over Soviet missiles, virtually 
leaving Cuba out of the picture. According 
to this myth, it was President John F. 
Kennedy's coolheadedness that pulled the 
world from the brink of a holocaust. Apolo
gists for the Kennedy administration, such 
as former Kennedy adviser Arthur 
Schlesinger, have long insisted that the U.S. 
government had no intentions of launching 
an invasion of Cuba at that time or before. 

In fact, however, the crisis was not about 
Soviet missiles but about the Cuban Revo
lution and the determination of the U.S. bil
lionaire families to crush the "dangerous" 
example that Cuba's workers and farmers 
set by taking political power, overturning 
capitalist rule, and embarking on a socialist 
revolution that shows the road forward for 
working people worldwide. 

In the newly published Pathfinder book 
October 1962: The 'Missile' Crisis as Seen 
from Cuba, author Tomas Diez, using de
classified U.S. government papers as well 
as a range of Cuban sources, documents 
Washington's plans for a large-scale mili
tary assault on Cuba in 1962. 

In April 1961, after 72 hours of hard
fought combat, Cuba's revolutionary armed 
forces and popular militias crushed a U.S.
organized mercenary invasion at the Bay of 
Pigs. From that day on, as Diez's book dem
onstrates in detail, "U.S. policy makers at 
the highest levels acted on the conclusion 
that the revolutionary government of Cuba 

could be overthrown only by direct U.S. 
military action," notes Mary-Alice Waters, 
one of the book's editors, in her preface. 

Within days of the U.S. defeat at the Bay 
of Pigs, Kennedy created a working com
mittee made up of Attorney General Robert 
F. Kennedy, CIA director Allen Dulles, Ad
miral Arleigh Burke, and Gen. Maxwell 
Taylor, head of the committee, to draw up 
plans for a series of covert military actions 
aimed at creating conditions that could al
low direct U.S. armed intervention and the 
overthrow of the revolutionary government. 
Their plan assigned the Pentagon a leading 
role in these actions. 

The CIA launched a plan of terror, Op
eration Patty, designed to carry out armed 
actions throughout the island leading to the 
assassination of Cuban revolutionary lead
ers Fidel and Raul Castro and a simulated 
attack on the U.S. naval base at Guantanamo 
that could provide a pretext for a direct U.S. 
military intervention. The Cuban govern
ment uncovered these plans and captured 
the plotters. 

On April 29, 1961, President Kennedy, 
Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara, 
and other top U.S. officials reviewed a "con
tingency" plan to deploy U.S. forces in 
Cuba. The initial plans called for 60,000 
U.S. troops, the number estimated necessary 
to gain "complete control of the island ... 
within 8 days," according to the document. 
McNamara ordered the Pentagon to begin 
inducting Cuban counterrevolutionaries into 
the U.S. armed forces to be able to mask a 
direct U.S. invasion. 

Operation Mongoose 
In November 1961 the Kennedy adminis

tration launched "Operation Mongoose," 
under the personal guidance ofthe president's 

brother, Attorney General 

Getyourcopytoday! 
Robert F. Kennedy-a 
multifaceted campaign of 
sabotage, subversion, and 
assassinations. The guide
lines for this program, October 1962: The 'Missile' Crisis 

as Seen from Cuba 
By Tomas Diez Acosta 

"We possess moral long-range 
missiles that cannot be dismantled 
and will never be dismantled. This 
is our strongest strategic 
weapon." 

Fidel Castro, November 1, 1962 

Special: $21 ($3 off cover price) 
prepublication offer through 
November 1. $19 for members 
of Pathfinder Readers Club. 

Order now from Pathfinder or 
from bookstores listed on page 14, or visit 
www.pathfinderpress.com 
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drafted in March 1962, 
stated: "In undertaking to 
cause the overthrow of the 
target government, the 
U.S. will make maximum 
use of indigenous [Cuban] 
resources, internal and ex
ternal, but recognizes that 
final success will require 
decisive U.S. military in
tervention. b. Such indig
enous resources as are de
veloped will be used to pre
pare for and justify this in
tervention and thereafter to 
facilitate and support it." 

Between January and 
August 1962, U.S.-orga
nized forces carried out 

5,780 actions-sabotage against industrial 
targets, burning of canefie1ds, assassination 
attempts against Cuban leaders, acts of pi
racy, and infiltration of commando groups 
on Cuban territory. 

Throughout 1962 the U.S. government 
also began organizing several rounds of 
military maneuvers to train soldiers for an 
invasion and justify internationally the pres
ence oflarge U.S. military forces near Cuba. 

InApril1962 the U.S. military conducted 
an exercise called Landphibex, involving 
four aircraft carriers and more than 50 war
ships. In this exercise, carried out on the 
Puerto Rican island ofVieques, 40,000 ma
rines landed on an "enemy island" and es
tablished a beachhead. 

In August the U.S. Air Force took part in 
Swift Strike 2 in North and South Carolina 
to train units in air support for troops. The 
operation included four army divisions, six 
squadrons of tactical fighter planes, and two 
squadrons of tactical reconnaissance aircraft, 
totaling 70,000 soldiers and 500 aircraft. 

In September, another large exercise-Ju
piter Spring-was conducted with airdrops 
of three divisions of the 18thAirborne Corps. 
Additional air, land, and sea troops, includ
ing ships from the Mediterranean and Pacific 
fleets, reinforced the Atlantic Command. 

'Track D: Full-scale invasion' 
These aggressive moves culminated dur

ing the October 1962 crisis. Kennedy es
tablished a special group oftop government 
officials, later known as the Executive Com
mittee of the National Security Council 
(ExComm), to supervise Washington's 
moves. On October 17, ExComm discussed 
a series of military options, including ana
val blockade that could lead step by step to 
air strikes and what they called "Track D
Full-scale invasion, to 'take Cuba away from 
Castro.'" 

Washington went ahead with a naval 
blockade of Cuba, an act of war disguised 
under the name "quarantine." 

On October 24, the U.S. armed forces went 
to the highest level of combat readiness. Sev
eral overlapping military exercises involving 
tens of thousands ofU.S. troops, including a 
mock naval landing on Vieques supposedly 
to overthrow an imaginary tyrant named 
Ortsac-Castro spelled backward. 

The troop deployment was as follows: 
Navy: 85,000 men and 183 warships, in

cluding 40,000 combat marines ready for 
an invasion. 

Air Force: 148,000 troops, including 
15,000 troops and 1,000 aircraft sent to 
Florida. A quarter of Washington's B-52 
bombers, with their nuclear payloads, were 
kept in the air at all times. 

Army: 100,000 troops were mobilized, 
including 14,500 paratroopers-larger than 
the force that landed on the beaches of 

Continued on Page 5 

Before the lockout, wrote Price, "Direc
tor of Homeland Security Tom Ridge told 
the union any strike action would be a na
tional security issue .... All PMA had to do 
was present its concessions and hold out un
til President Bush did its dirty work for it. 

"PMA's initial proposal slashed jobs, cut 
medical benefits, and undercut the hiring 
hall longshore workers struck coastwise to 
establish in 1934." 

Union members are organizing to defend 
safety conditions, noted Price. "After five 
fatalities on the docks in six months, the 
union was simply observing safety rules as 
established in the contract." Nine workers 
have been killed over the life of the 1999-
2002 contract. 

Meanwhile, echoing the arguments for 
"national security" used by Bush in wield
ing the act, a bipartisan task force set up by 
the Council on Foreign Relations to study 
terrorism recently recommended "immedi
ate action to better secure the nation's ports, 
roads, and railways," according to the Los 
Angeles Times. 

Bill Kalman in San Francisco contributed 
to this article. 

-LETTERS--
Congratulate socialists 

I am writing in regards to Connie Allen's 
attempt to run for Senate in place of Strom 
Thurmond. I would like to congratulate Ms. 
Allen for her platform, I think she has a very 
good perspective on life in America and 
what the true reasons are behind our "war" 
with Iraq. 

I live in a state completely devoid of any 
labor movement, the Republicans control 97 
percent of elected positions. It is time for a 
change, a social change that will only come 
at the hands of the working class. It is time 
to end two-party domination of our govern
ment! The current parties exist only to main
tain the existing power structure. This struc
ture was designed with the purpose of keep
ing the rich, rich and the poor, poor. As 
long as Americans continue to work to con
sume we will be left in a position of con
tinually begging for handouts from the rich. 

Trickledown handouts are not a solution, 
they only serve to widen the existing chasm 
between laborers and management, laborers 
and CEO's, laborers and true happiness. 
Please Ms. Allen, do not give up, this may 
not be your year. But soon more will follow 
you and we will have socially-minded labor 
reformists running in every major election. 

You are lighting the way for the next gen
eration of this nation's leaders, and I thank 
you. 
Jamie C. Bailey 
Pocatello, Idaho 



-GREAT SOCIE1Y----------------
A fast shuffle-"A U.S.-led 

ouster of President Saddam 
Hussein could open a bonanza for 

Russia have oil companies and in
terests in Iraq. They should be told 
that if they are of assistance in mov
ing Iraq toward a decent govern
ment we'll do the best we can to 
ensure that the new government 
and American companies work 
closely with them."-James 
Woolsey ex-chief CIA. 

ver patrol cop killed Bruce Rice, a 
homeless man, on a highway. Rice 
was catapulted 294 feet in the air 
and tumbled another 120 feet. The 
cop, Christian Devinny, was con
victed of careless driving and fined 
$100, plus four points added to his 
driving record. 

ness.-News item 

Yo, Adolf-"Exams are not there 
to record how well the nation's chil
dren are improving over the years. 
They are there to separate the bright 
from the dim."-The October 5 is
sue of the prestigious London 
magazine, The Economist. 

borrow another $22 billion to $32 
billion next year. "The company has 
barely been making enough money 
to cover its interest expenses over the 
last year," said a New York Times 
analyst. "There's also the issue of 
unfunded pension liabilities. Ford is 
right on the edge of the precipice."
New York Times, October I 0 

American oil companies, long ban
ished from Iraq, scuttling oil deals 
between Baghdad and Russia, 
France and other countries andre
shuffling world petroleum mar
kets, according to industry officials 
and Iraqi opposition leaders."
Washington Post 

Also wind-free?-Pentagon of
ficials now admit that in the 1960s 
they secretly released, for test pur
poses, highly lethal nerve agents in 
five states. In agreement with their 
government, the tests were also 
conducted in the United Kingdom 
and Canada. Assured the Penta
gon's top health brass, "They were 
not inhabited areas. They were open 
areas." 

How sensitive-"You would 
think the human species would do 
everything it could to get rid of 
smallpox. But in the end we can't 
let it go, because it's a weapon of 
power. There you have the flaw in 
the human heart."-Richard 
Preston author of The Demon in the 
Freezer. 

How immoral can they get-In a 
major new corporate scandal, a sur
vey disclosed that workers are more 
likely to take sick time to attend to 
family needs rather than actual ill-

Shut down and make a real 
bundle--"Honeywell International 
Inc., had a third-quarter profit of 
$412 million because of cost cuts, 
and said it plans to fire as many as 
5,000 more workers as sales to fac
tories and plane makers drop."
News item. 

More than a fender bender-On 
the past two years, the Ford company 
market has fallen from $19 billion 
to $7.8 billion. Its debts load is $170 
billion and company execs expect to 

P.S.-The preceding item came 
from a veteran contributor. But we 
were a bit skeptical. Was the Ford 
crisis that deep? The following 
week Ford reported that in the third 
quarter oflast year, it took a loss of 
$326 million. The Los Angeles 
Times commented, "The major 
automakers [Ford and General 
Motor] have seen their share prices 
battered in recent weeks on con
cerns about industry growth, and 
the overall economic picture."
Los Angeles Times, October 17. And a cold deck-"France and 

The 'justice' system-Appar
ently going at a rapid clip, a Den-

Nebraska meat packers win first union contract 
BY LISA ROTTACH 

OMAHA, Nebraska-Production work
ers at the Swift slaughterhouse here ap
proved their first union contract October 23. 
The bosses, after dragging out negotiations 
for nearly six months, announced a tenta
tive agreement covering 500 workers at 
Swift, previously ConAgra Beef. 

In the days following the contract vote, 
workers belonging to the negotiating com
mittee organized a table in both plant caf
eterias to sign up fellow workers for mem
bership in United Food and Commercial 
Workers (UFCW) Loca1271. Nebraska is a 
"right-to-work" state, so each worker must 
individually join the union. 

As each new member signed up, they re
ceived a "union yes" sticker for their hard 
hat in either Spanish or English. "There was 
a lot of spirit on the shop floor," said a 21-
year veteran of the kill floor. "All those 
union stickers on hard hats everywhere all 
of a sudden-that was the result of many, 
many months of work. People are proud, 
and are walking with more authority." 

He added, "The company doesn't like it, 
but too bad. This helps them see that now, 
when they want to go after one of us, they 
will have a bigger problem." 

The contract provides for modest wage 
increases of 35 cents an hour beginning 
immediately, with an additional 30 cents 
next year. Seniority rights, medical benefits, 
and job bidding stipulations are spelled out 
in the agreement. Probation is reduced from 
three months to a maximum of two months. 

Other provisions give some protection to 
immigrant workers, who comprise roughly 
90 percent of the workforce. Workers will 
maintain their seniority when they change 
their names or social security numbers, and 
are entitled to unpaid leaves of up to 30 days 
to take care of immigration matters. 

"I'm glad we got the contract and our 
raise," said a kill floor worker who helped 
lead the organizing drive. "This was another 
step for us in getting the company to respect 
us and to win some dignity. But the com
pany is going to seek revenge, because now 
their level of exploitation is going to have a 
limit." 

"The fact we have a contract is a big step," 
said Yolanda Cruz, a trimmer with 15 
months in the plant. "Before, they could just 
fire you, just show you the door. Now the 
company must officially recognize us as 
workers with rights." 

The 20-month contract will expire in June 
2004, which coincides with the contract 
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cycle of the plant's unionized mechanics. 
"This is an important victory for every

body because now the company sees that 
the majority of the workers in the plant have 
the union, not just us mechanics," said a 3 8-
year-old union mechanic. "Now when we 
come to our next contract vote we'll be fight
ing at the same time." 

First union victory at local cut-and-kill 
In May workers voted in the union by a 2-

1 margin. This was the first union victory at 
one of the cut-and-kill operations in this area 
since the UFCW and a community group 
called Omaha Together/One Community 
(OTUC) launched an organizing drive in June 
2000. Since then, workers at a smaller sau
sage plant voted for the UFCW, while the 
union election was lost at Nebraska Beef, a 
slaughterhouse with close to 1,000 workers. 

The union negotiating committee, consist
ing of seven workers together with union 
officials, had been bargaining since mid-June. 

Maria Pinto, an eight-year veteran of the 
kill floor and a member of the workers com
mittee, explained the tactics used by the 
bosses during these months. "They dragged 
out negotiations to see if we would lose our 
drive," she said. "The longer it goes, the 
more they thought they could break our 
union, and later count on less people sign
ing up for membership. They sped up the 
line, created a lot of pressure and problems. 
But we kept up the fight, kept on our feet, 
maintained our unity." 

This working-class unity had been built 
through an organizing fight that drew on 
workers' collective strength as they de
fended themselves against company attacks. 

Workers responded to one such attack on 
a worker who was scheduled for surgery and 
had been granted a leave for such purpose. 
On his last work day before surgery, the 
company told him he would lose his job if 
he didn't return in three days. 

"Management thought we wouldn't de
fend him because he wasn't out in front 
during the organizing drive," said one of the 
workers who was active in the union drive. 
"But the company got a taste of the real 
union forged in this plant when word spread 
of this violation. A group of workers vis
ited him in the hospital, and later made some 
noise in the plant about this outrage. Our 
union officials won a guarantee of his job 
upon recovery." Workers then made up a 
collection box with his photo, soliciting 
donations that would help defray his medi
cal insurance costs. 

On the week before the contract vote, 
three union officials walked throughout the 
shop floor talking with workers about job 
conditions for the good part of a day, in
cluding during the lunch break. Olga 
Espinoza encouraged co-workers to "come 
over and talk to our union representatives 
about any problems or questions we have." 

At a certain point, when it became clear 
that the bosses were stalling on the negotia
tions, members of the workers committee 
who work on the kill floor organized a peti
tion. It asked that during the contract nego
tiation period the company slow down the 
line speed and guarantee eight hours of work 
each day. Nearly all of the workers in the 
kill department signed the petition in one 
morning. 

"After signing the petition, the company 

Militant/Joe Swanson 
Workers at ConAgra (now Swift) meatpacking plant in Omaha, Nebraska, rally for 
union recognition, September 2000. The UFCW was voted in last May. After six months 
of stalling, company signed first contract with production workers on October 23. 

slowed the line down, and we didn't even 
have our contract yet," said Cruz. After a 
week, the company pushed the line speed 
up agam. 

Commenting on the next steps to build 
the union in the plant, Espinoza said, "We 
need to stay united as always. The company 
will test us, but they also know we're ca-

pable of defending ourselves as we've done 
before. We have stewards now, which is 
good, but we must also keep doing what we 
did before, with workers acting together to 
defend ourselves." 

Lisa Rottach is a killfloor H'orker at the Swift 
plant in Omaha. 
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November 18, 1977 
The U.S. Court of Appeals has upheld 

federal Judge Thomas Griesa's decision to 
make files about FBI informers available to 
attorneys for the Socialist Workers Party and 
Young Socialist Alliance. 

As Griesa explained, the informers' work 
has been "the most important activity un
dertaken by the FBI against the YSA" and 
SWP. It is a major issue in the socialists' 
$40 million lawsuit against government ha
rassment and disruption. 

The spies must be kept secret, says the 
government, because "anonymity provides 
a free flow of information." 

Files released in lawsuits and congres
sional hearings have shown that the FBI does 
not use informers simply to snoop and col
lect information for government blacklists 
(repellent as that work is). 

Rather, the informers have also been car
rying out disruption plots, burglaries, and 
other criminal work. 

But the socialists intend to press for dis
closure. "We intend to fight this issue 
through to the end," said Syd Stapleton of 
the Political Rights Defense Fund, the group 
organizing support for the lawsuit. "The so
called informer privilege, which is being 
defended so vigorously by Carter's Justice 
Department, is nothing but another 'national 
security' trick to hide government crimes 
from the American people." 

TH£ MILITANT 
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November 17, 1952 

CHICAGO-"Operation Scab," Interna
tional Harvester's big push to smash the 
strike of farm equipment workers, has been 
stopped short by the spirited picketing and 
organized action of the strikers. 

The company offensive shifted from the 
McCormick works over to the Tractor pI ant 
after failing to dent the strike in the former 
plant. The Tractor plant strike-busting 
moves began with the usual mounting com
pany claims of"workers returning to work," 
and this was followed by a barrage of let
ters to strikers in which an attempt was made 
to sugar-coat the yellow-dog agreement the 
company wants to force on the union. 

An army of scab-herding foremen began 
personal calls at the homes of strikers, where 
they coaxed, pleaded, and finally threatened 
the workers in an effort to start a back-to
work move. Proposals were adorned with 
offers of free chauffeur service to and from 
work, with cigars and whiskey thrown in. 
The company has also sought to get land
lords to evict strikers from their homes. 

In spite of all this the Tractor workers 
have held solidly. Their wives have told fore
men off and shown them the door. Despite 
13 weeks on the picket line, determination 
is strong. As one worker put it, "It's bad 
enough working at Harvester with a con
tract to think of going back without one." 

November 18, 2002 The Militant 13 



The 1930s battles that built the Teamsters union 
Printed below is an excerpt from Team

ster Rebellion by Farrell Dobbs, one of 
Pathfinder's Books of the Month for No
vember. It is the story of the 1934 Team
ster organizing drive in Minneapolis. 
Through hard-fought strikes, rank-and
file workers defeated the trucking bosses 
and the strikebreaking efforts of the em
ployers' "Citizens Alliance," who were 
aided by the city, state, and federal gov-

BOOKS OF 
THE MONTH 
ernments. Farrell Dobbs, who emerged 
from the ranks as part ofthe class-struggle 
leadership of the strikes, describes how a 
fighting industrial union movement was 
built in Minnesota, helping to pave the way 
for the rise of the Congress of Industrial 
Organizations. Copyright© 1972 by Path
finder Press, reprinted by permission. Sub
headings are by the Militant. 

BY FARRELL DOBBS 
General Drivers Local 574, through 

which the Communist League launched its 
trade-union campaign, bore the stamp of 
business unionism. The concepts involved 
had been imprinted upon the American Fed
eration of Labor by Samuel Gompers, the 
founding leader. When Gompers died in 
1924 he was succeeded in the AFL presi
dency by William Green who continued the 
founder's policies. Business unionism was 
designed to win acceptance in ruling-class 
circles by practicing class collaboration. 
Toward that end AFL officials sought to 
conduct themselves as "labor statesmen." 
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Ignoring the great bulk of the nation's 
workers, who were left to shift for them
selves as best they could, the AFL moguls 
focused on the organization of narrow, privi
leged craft unions. These were based on 
various strata of skilled workers. As the bet
ter paid component of the working class, 
their outlook could most readily be warped 
to the concepts of business unionism. This 
objective was implemented by setting up 
little job trusts, through closed-shop con
tracts with employers, under which only 
members of the given craft union were hired. 
AFL officials anxious to get ahead in the 
movement were taught to accredit complete 
sanctity to these contracts. Strict control over 
strikes was maintained and one craft often 
scabbed on another. 

Thus oriented, with their faces turned 
firmly to the past, theAFL officials presided 
over a steady decline in national member
ship strength as the social crisis of the 1930s 
gathered momentum. 

Workers drawn toward existing unions 
On balance, there was little more in Lo

cal 574 than an IBT [International Brother
hood of Teamsters] charter with which to 
begin an organizing campaign. However, 
this in itself was of paramount importance. 
Workers becoming newly unionized tend to 
gravitate toward the official labor move
ment, no matter what its condition may be 
at the time. In Minneapolis theAFL was the 
dominant labor organization and Local574 
was affiliated with it. Any attempt to bypass 
the AFL and set up an independent union 
would have been self-defeating. The AFL 
officialdom would automatically oppose 
such a step by taking counter measures to 
draw workers into the existing union struc
ture. Confusion and division would result 
from which only the bosses could benefit. 

By putting a reverse twist on the "gen
eral" jurisdiction, it would be possible to 
derive some advantage from the nature of 
Local 574's charter. A successful organiz
ing drive could flood the local with new 
members from all parts of the industry. Be
fore [Teamsters International president 
Daniel] Tobin could get around to cutting 
them up into subcrafts, a situation could 
develop that was beyond his power to con
trol. Such potential was inherent in the truck
ing industry because it was strategic to the 
whole economic complex in a commercial 
city like Minneapolis. This factor made the 
truck drivers the most powerful body of 

Striking workers defend themselves from cop assault in 1934. Communist workers 
were part of class-struggle leadership forged in Teamsters battles in Midwest. 

workers in the town. Their power was fur
ther enhanced by the fact that it was diffi
cult to use strikebreakers, since the trucks 
had to operate on the streets. 

To get started in this promising situation 
two steps were necessary: first, Local 574 
had to be induced to accept new members 
beyond its existing job-trust circle; then a 
drive could be launched to organize the mass 
of unorganized workers in the industry and 
open a struggle for union recognition. 

Communist League in Minneapolis 
The leaders of the Communist League in 

Minneapolis approached these tasks with a 
well-thought-out conception of the dynam
ics of the class struggle based on a study of 
the interrelationship between the situation's 
positive and negative features. Workers were 
radicalizing under the goad of economic 
depression. To mobilize them for action it 
was necessary to start from their existing 
level of understanding. In the course of 
battle a majority could be convinced of the 
correctness of the Communist League's 
trade-union policy. They would come to 
understand that misleadership within the 
AFL was largely responsible for the fact that 
not a single strike had been won by any 
union in the city during the previous decade. 
To drive the point home it was imperative 
to show in the opening clash with the bosses 
that a strike could be won. 

The key to all this was the infusion of po
litically class-conscious leadership into the 

union through the cadres ofthe Communist 
League. Of course, they could not assume 
immediate leadership of the union. Their role 
as leaders would have to develop and be cer
tified through the forthcoming struggles 
against the employers. To facilitate that ob
jective it was necessary that all party mem
bers in the city understand and support the 
projected Teamster campaign. Toward that 
end the whole concept was thoroughly dis
cussed in the party branch and firm agree
ment was reached on the steps to be taken. 

Wiseacres of the day spoke pontifically 
about the "passivity" of the working class, 
never understanding that the seeming do
cility of the workers at a given time is a rela
tive thing. If workers are more or less hold
ing their own in daily life and expecting that 
they can get ahead slowly, they won't tend 
to radicalize. Things are different when they 
are losing ground and the future looks pre
carious to them. Then a change begins to 
occur in their attitude, which is not always 
immediately apparent. The tinder of discon
tent begins to pile up. Any spark can light 
it, and once lit, the fire can spread rapidly. 

In Minneapolis the flames were bound to 
become widespread because it was not only 
the coal workers who were being driven to
ward action to correct an increasingly in
tolerable situation. Conditions were bad 
throughout the entire trucking industry. 
Wages were as low as ten dollars and rarely 
above eighteen dollars for a workweek rang
ing from fifty-four to ninety hours. 
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-EDITORIALS---------

The 'budget crisis' scam 
The New York City administration has launched a 

stepped-up offensive against public employees and needed 
city services. Mayor Michael Bloomberg has implemented 
a hiring freeze and cuts in city funding for social services; 
he projects layoffs and cuts in wages and health-care ben
efits. And the city fathers are just warming up. Local and 
state governments across the country are preparing simi
lar assaults. 

The big-business politicians use the argument of a "bud
get deficit" to convince working people to accept these at
tacks on our living standards. We are supposed to worry 
about how the government is going to "reduce the deficit." 

Bloomberg declares that "everything is on the table" 
for potential budget cuts-an argument for going after 
the transit workers, teachers, and other public employees 
with a meat cleaver. But of course he never even consid
ers putting on the table the billions in interest payments 
to wealthy bondholders. Just the opposite-the rich cou
pon-clippers are first in line to get paid. 

The Metropolitan Transportation Authority is pleading 
poverty too. But transit workers, thousands of whom have 
turned out for several union rallies, are not buying the 
propaganda. They are setting an example by fighting to 
defend advances won in previous struggles. Their fight 
points to the need for workers to start from the needs of 
our class, not the profit demands of our exploiters. 

Capitalist politicians try to convince us there is a fixed 
pool of money called a city budget and that when this 
budget runs into the red they must cut. But there are plenty 
of resources available. Workers and farmers produce all 
the immense wealth of society, which is pocketed directly 
by the billionaire families. 

The capitalist economic crisis is fueled by a built-in 
problem in capitalism-the tendency for the bosses' rates 

of profits to decline, which breeds sharper competition 
between the employers, domestic and international. They 
try to shore up their profit rates by going after the jobs 
and social wage of working people at home as they launch 
wars for greater control of natural resources abroad. 

The interests of working people and those of the ruling 
families are completely counterposed. What is good for 
them-expanding profits-is at our expense as workers. 
And when working people fight for and win better work 
conditions, wages, or medical care, it just means the rul
ing rich take in slightly less profits. That's their problem. 
It's their government and their budget. 

One ofthe demands ofthe New York transit workers is 
to defend their medical benefits. This issue points to a 
broader social question for all working people: the need 
for universal, free health care, nationwide. 

In face of layoff threats, the labor movement needs to 
organize a fight to guarantee jobs for all by shortening 
the workweek with no cut in pay. A massive public works 
program funded by the government will also create jobs 
by building housing, schools, gyms, parks and other so
cial needs of working people. 

Rather than the regressive tax system that falls hardest 
on workers, labor should call for a steeply graduated in
come tax on the income from profits, dividends, interest, 
and rents of the capitalists and other wealthy layers. 

Instead of having to constantly resist the employers' 
government and its cops, courts, and armed forces, we 
need a government of our own-a workers and farmers 
government. To bring that about will require forging a 
revolutionary movement by millions that can replace the 
rule of the billionaire class with the rule of working people 
and join with other toilers in the worldwide struggle for 
socialism. 

Build int'l youth conference 
The upcoming congress of the Continental Organiza

tion of Latin American and Caribbean Students (OCLAE) 
to be held in Guadalajara, Mexico, provides students and 
young workers with an opportunity to meet and exchange 
views with youth from around the Americas who are en
gaged in struggles against the consequences of imperial
ist domination. 

The conference will bring together young people from 
a range of countries, political backgrounds, and experi
ences. They will discuss different aspects of the fight 
against imperialism's plunder of the wealth and labor of 
Latin America and the Caribbean. 

One central campaign is the demand to cancel the 
Third World debt, a mechanism through which massive 
amounts of wealth are transferred into the coffers of the 
billionaire families in the United States, Canada, and 
other imperialist countries, while working people are 
subjected to layoffs and cutbacks in wages, pensions, 
and other social gains. 

A related topic is Washington's use of trade pacts such 
the Free Trade Area of the Americas, designed to further 
pry open the markets of Latin America to imperialist pen
etration and expand the superexploitation of workers and 
farmers. Delegates will also take up Plan Colombia, part 
of an increasing U.S. military presence in teh Andean re
gion that is aimed at defending Washington's imperial 
interests and cracking down on working-class and peas
ant resistance in the region. Other questions that will be 
discussed range from the imperialist war drive in the Mid
east to protection of the environment. 

Many of the groups and individuals that will attend the 
OCLAE congress identify with the Cuban Revolution. 
Among those present will be students and workers seeking 
to build a worldwide movement against imperialism. 

The Algiers world youth festival last summer was an 
important indication of some of the historic changes in 
the world, in which the obstacle of Stalinism has been 
greatly weakened, breaking down barriers that for decades 
kept revolutionary-minded workers and youth separated 
from each other. Today, the capitalist economic catastro
phe and imperialist drive toward war are pushing more 
young people into politics, including many who are be
coming open to a revolutionary perspective. 

The international student congress coincides with the 
largest book festival in Latin America-the Guadalajara 
International Book Fair-in which Cuba is this year's fea
tured country. Organizers of the OCLAE meeting have 
scheduled time for everyone to attend the fair. 

Students and young workers are organizing in a num
ber of cities to make plans for the trip. This includes ef
forts to raise funds for the trip and finding the cheapest 
way to travel. 

Reading and studying some of the main political issues 
that will be joined at the OCLAE congress is one of the 
main ways to prepare for the event. A good place to start 
is Pathfinder books such as Cuba and the Coming Ameri
can Revolution and Capitalism's World Disorder, as well 
as New International issues on "Imperialism's March to
ward Fascism and War," "The Opening Guns of World 
War III," and "U.S. Imperialism Has Lost the Cold War." 

Military planes over D.C. 
The use of military surveillance aircraft during the crimi

nal investigation into the string of murders in the Washing
ton, D.C., area further encroaches on constitutional protec
tions and broader rights won by working people. 

The big-business press reported almost casually that 
the Montgomery County police and the FBI made the re
quest for assistance to Secretary of Defense Donald 
Rumsfeld, who quickly agreed to provide RC-7 Airborne 
Reconnaissance Low aircraft. The planes were flown by 
military crews with FBI agents on board to send images 
they took to cops on the ground. 

Over the past year, the U.S. rulers have sought to get 
working people to accept a military presence on U.S. terri
tory, including military planes patrolling cities, National 
Guard troops searching vehicles at bridges and tunnels in 
New York and other cities, and armed federal cops on com
mercial passenger flights. Under the cover of the coming 
assault on Iraq, U.S. officials recently announced that in 
the coming months, thousands ofNational Guard andArmy 
Reserve troops will be deployed at factories, power plants, 
hospitals, and other facilities in the United States. 

These moves build on the steps taken by Washington to 
establish a North American Command-set up by the 
Clinton administration and activated last month-in charge 
of military operations on U.S. territory for the first time 
since the post-Civil War period. From the passage of the 
1878 Posse Comitatus Act, the U.S. armed forces have in 

most cases been barred from domestic operations. 
The "war on terrorism" has generally been the ratio

nale used to justify the domestic use of the military and 
infringements on workers' rights. In the case of the Wash
ington area murders, however, this pretext was largely not 
used. The military joined a regular, albeit sensationalized, 
police operation-one in which the cops also unleashed 
gratuitous brutality through widespread roadblocks, arbi
trary vehicle searches, and detentions. In this way, the U.S. 
government is broadening the definition of "homeland 
security" to include the argument of maintaining a "safe," 
stable "homeland." 

In taking such steps, the capitalist rulers are acting not 
only to defend their interests today, but in anticipation of 
the social explosions and labor battles, and other forms of 
resistance by working people that the long-term crisis of 
their system will spawn. 

The steps toward increased domestic militarization go 
hand in hand with other attacks on constitutional rights, 
such as the U.S. government's insistence that by brand
ing individuals "enemy combatants" it can deny due pro
cess and legal counsel, not only to workers born abroad 
but also to U.S. citizens such as Yaser Esam Hamdi and 
Jose Padilla, also known as Abdullah al-Muhajir. These 
attacks are a threat to the ability by working people to 
organize and fight for our interests against the employers 
and their government, and should be vigorously opposed. 

Russian 
government 
cracks down 
on Chechens 
Continued from Page 16 
as the linchpin for transportation of oil and gas from the 
rich fields in the Caspian Sea, and has already deployed 
200 Green Berets in the territory-along with communi
cations equipment, light weaponry, and vehicles, in a $64 
million package signed with the Georgian government. 
The special forces will train some 1,200 Georgian sol
diers in operations in the Pankisi Gorge, which borders 
Russia. 

Moscow, which still has military bases in Georgia, 
charges that Pankisi is a base for "international terrorism" 
and a supply channel for Chechen insurgents. Russian 
ground troops and warplanes have conducted repeated 
military search and destroy operations in Georgian terri
tory, including five bombing raids in August. Putin has 
announced that the Russian military is considering strikes 
along Georgia's border with Chechnya. 

The Russian government is also nervous about the im
pending U.S.-led imperialist war against Iraq, in which it 
stands to lose about $7 billion owed by Baghdad, as well 
as access to Iraqi oil wealth, if the regime of Saddam 
Hussein is toppled. 

Conflicts with European Union 
Moscow has also come under pressure from the Euro

pean Union (EU). As a condition for agreeing to Russia's 
membership in the World Trade Organization, EU offi
cials have been pressing the Russian workers state to open 
up its vast energy reserves to capitalist competition. Natu
ral gas and crude oil, the country's top export items, are 
state-owned. 

EU representatives have demanded a reduction in 
Russia's domestic fuel subsidies. "The low price of gas in 
Russia contributes $5 billion a year in subsidies to indus
try a year," complained Herve Jouanjean, the European 
Commission's director ofWTO affairs. Gazprom, the state 
energy company, sells gas on the domestic market for 
about $15 per 1 ,000 cubic meters, while the export price 
is about $95 for the same quantity. 

"We accept that gas prices in Russia cannot reach in
ternational prices overnight, but we cannot accept that a 
market economy can be on the basis of subsidies to its 
industrial sector," said Jouanjean. 
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Putin launches crackdown on Chechens 
BY MAURICE WILLIAMS 

Far from expressing regret or offering 
compensation for its handling of the Octo
ber 23-26 takeover of a Moscow theater, in 
which the actions of Russian forces resulted 
in more than 150 deaths, the government of 
Russian president Vladimir Putin has 
stepped up its military and police operations 
in both Moscow and Chechnya. 

Shortly after Russian troops effected their 
"rescue," blowing a hole in the wall of the 
Moscow theater in which some 50 Chechen 
guerrillas had held 750 city residents, Putin 
declared the raid to be an "almost impos
sible" victory, while regretting that "we 
failed to save everyone." As the news came 
out that 118 hostages had been killed by the 
effects of anesthetic gas pumped into the 
building under the orders of Russian offic
ers, he moderated his tone only slightly, 
describing the events as "tragic." 

"Russia will never make any deal with 
terrorists nor will it give in to any black
mail," Putin said on October 28 as he an
nounced a military campaign to wage war 
on "terrorists ... whatever their whereabouts." 

Washington, which is pressing for the ac
quiescence of the government of the work
ers state in its preparations for war on Iraq 
and deepening intervention in the Middle 
East, at first declared support for the Rus
sian action. "The president feels very 
strongly that the people to blame here are 
the terrorists ... who took hostages and en
dangered the lives of others," said White 
House spokesmanAri Fleischer October 28. 

As the facts of the raid were revealed over 
the following hours, officials changed their 
tune. According to the New York Times, the 

Russian helicopter gunship shot down by Chechen guerrillas near Chechnya. Some 
85,000 Russian soldiers continue to operate in the region, while Putin unleashes an 
"antiterrorist" campaign of repression in Moscow and other cities. 

U.S. ambassador said the next day that "se
crecy about the use of a powerful anesthetic 
gas may have needlessly raised the toll in 
Saturday's raid." 

The Chechen guerrillas had taken over 
the theater October 23, threatening to kill 
the hostages and demanding that Moscow 
withdraw its forces from Chechnya. As the 
guerrillas' deadline expired three days later, 
Russian special forces soldiers pumped the 
gas into the building. Many of those who 

escaped death suffered liver, heart, and kid
ney damage. As the fumes dissipated the sol
diers entered the building. They shot most 
of the 50 rebels in the head. 

Many afflicted hostages were rushed to 
hospitals, only to die when medical staff, 
kept in the dark about the nature of the gas, 
were unable to provide treatment for the poi
soning. "Almost everyone would have sur
vived," said a Russian doctor on October 30, 
if people had been "helped to breathe with 

Brazil elections: workers' expectations rise 
BY ROGER CALERO 

With a landslide victory, Luiz Imicio Lula 
da Silva, the Workers Party candidate, was 
elected president of Brazil October 27. As 
expected, he defeated his opponent Jose Serra 
of the ruling Social Democratic Party by the 
widest margin ever in Brazil's presidential 
elections~! per cent of the votes. The two 
candidates faced each other in a runoff after 
the Workers Party (PT) candidate fell short 
of an absolute majority vote by 3 percent in 
the first round of voting October 6. 

At a victory rally, da Silva said he would 
run an administration to "govern with all of 
Brazilian society, to build a more fair, more 
brotherly and more united country." He de
clared that the new government represented 
an "alternative project," and repeated his 
campaign promise to create millions of new 
jobs, end hunger in Brazil, and carry out 
social spending. At the same time, he vowed 
to honor the country's foreign debt obliga
tions to imperialist banks as well as the con
ditions demanded by them. 

Da Silva's election registered a 
radicalization among many in Brazil
workers, farmers, and middle-class layers 
that have been devastated by the effects of 
the worldwide depression and the outgoing 
regime's austerity policies. 

"A majority voted for a new economic 
model of growth and development," said da 
Silva. "But they know this cannot be done 
with magic." Describing what lies ahead for 
working people, he said that "the difficult 
course that Brazil will be confronting is 
going to demand austerity in the use of pub
lic monies and implacable combat against 
corruption." 

The president-elect announced the creation 
of a new government agency to run a food 
program. He said that if by the end of his 
term each Brazilian is able to eat three times 
a day, he will have realized his "life mission." 

Maintaining the conciliatory stance he 
adopted during the election campaign, he 
stressed that the new administration's main 
priority will be to set up a "social pact" in 
which all society can participate in a "gov
ernment of unity and national accord" to 
confront the crisis. 

Despite reassurances by da Silva that he 

will stick to the terms demanded by the In
ternational Monetary Fund for a scheduled 
$30 billion emergency loan, imperialist in
vestors have responded with skepticism to 
the new government. Foreign banks and in
vestors have pulled billions of dollars out 
of the country, driving down the national 
currency and bond values. Capitalist com
mentators continue to warn about a possible 
default in payments toward Brazil's balloon
ing debt of $260 billion. 

Investors will be watching Lula closely for 
"reassurance that he's not a crazy person and 
he's going to follow good policies that will 
create stability for the Brazilian currency," 
said U.S. treasury secretary Paul O'Neill. The 
U.S. official said that he thought Lula "will 
follow the policies that [current president 
Fernando Henrique] Cardoso has been fol
lowing and they will be okay." 

Leading up to the elections, the PT can
didate won the support of sections of 
Brazil's capitalist class and disillusioned 
middle class that blame the policies of the 
current administration for the four-year-long 
depression. These layers criticized the 
Cardoso government for embracing the 
"Washington consensus" for economic 
policy-that is, the sell-off of state-owned 
companies, the opening of markets to for
eign capital and goods, and harsh "anti-in
flation" measures. 

They gave support to da Silva's calls for 
modest reforms in Brazil's banking system 
to limit their profits and redirect capital to 
productive investment, and his opposition 
to the Free Trade Area of the Americas as 
it's currently proposed by Washington. 
Pushed by the U.S. rulers the trade bloc is 
aimed at eliminating trade barriers for their 
exports, and reinforces unequal terms of 
trade with Latin American countries. 

Lula also won support among middle
class layers and business owners squeezed 
by high interest rates on personal accounts 
and loans to medium-sized companies. 
Brazil's interest rates are among the high
est in the world, starting at 21 percent. 

"It's an affront," said Claudio Miquelin 
from the Sao Paulo State Federation ofln
dustry. "The country is practically dead in 
the water and banks are making returns of 
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25 percent on equity." 
Lending his support to the new president, 

Horacio Lafer, president of the Federation 
oflndustry, asked for the "generosity of the 
political opposition." Lafer asserted that "if 
used correctly," the social pact offered by 
da Silva is an instrument that will have ex
traordinary results. 

Increased expectations 
The election of Lula is seen as a victory 

by millions of workers and peasants in the 
country who see this as an opportunity to 
push forward their demands for better liv
ing conditions. 

"I always voted for him," said Perpetua 
Nogueira, referring to Cardoso. "But life is 
too expensive now, and the salaries here are 
poor. This is what's most important-to in
crease wages. And this is something we can 
do." 

Tens of thousands turned out for a vic
tory celebration in the streets of Sao Paulo 
and other cities across the country. "He was 
once poor, he belongs to the people, said 
Ivanete Santos Coasta, a street vendor in Sao 
Paulo. 

The Movement of Landless Rural Work
ers ofBrazil (MST), an organization of peas
ants and farm workers that fights for a deep
going land reform, gave critical support to 
da Silva's candidacy. MST leader Joao 
Pedro Stedile stated in a September inter
view that while there was very little differ
ence in the candidates' proposals to deal 
with the problems facing millions of land
less peasants, "Lula is the only candidate 
that brings together social forces that can 
make changes in this country." 

At the same time, capitalist commenta
tors have expressed concern about da Silva's 
ability to keep the lid on social stability in 
the country. "If you look throughout history 
at any leftist government that takes power, 
there is always a huge upsurge in social de
mands, because people have a lot of pent
up expectations and you have to deal with 
them," John Hopkins University professor 
Margaret Keck warned. "He's going to have 
to control those who expect miracles, be
cause he can't deliver them," the big-busi
ness pundit said. 

artificial ventilation while still in the vehicles 
being brought to the hospitals." 

Another doctor reported that physicians 
were instructed to describe their patients as 
"victims of terrorism and violence" rather 
than gas poisoning. 

"They poisoned us like cockroaches," one 
woman told the daily newspaper 
Komrnersant. A journalist who had helped 
in negotiations with the hostage-takers told 
reporters that the "operation was staged to 
destroy the [Chechen rebels] as a show of 
strength ... but not to free the hostages." 

"Russia will respond with measures that 
are adequate to the threat to the Russian fed
eration," said Putin, "striking all the places 
where the terrorists themselves, the orga
nizers of these crimes and their ideological 
and financial inspirers are." He pledged to 
grant the military wider powers and directed 
the army brass to draft new guidelines for 
conducting Moscow's anti terror operations. 

Russia's lower house of parliament, the 
Duma, is considering a sweeping bill that, 
among other measures, would restrict news 
coverage of"antiterror operations" and bar 
the media from carrying statements by rebel 
spokespeople. 

On October 31 Russian interior minister 
Boris Gryzlov announced that several dozen 
people had been arrested in connection with 
the hostage crisis as part of a security 
clampdown. Chechens living in Moscow 
were a particular target of these operations. 

'War is over, but there is no peace' 
Moscow has launched two wars over the 

past decade to crush the independence 
movement of the largely Muslim people of 
Chechnya in the northern Caucasus moun
tains. In 1994-96 the Chechen fighters de
feated an invasion army of 30,000 Russian 
troops. In 1999 Putin launched another war 
that demolished most of the territory and 
placed occupying troops in the capital of 
Grozny, which was in virtual ruins, and other 
key points. 

Today, 85,000 Russian soldiers remain in 
the region, where up to 80,000 Chechens 
have died and 35,000 have disappeared over 
the past three years. Tens of thousands of 
Chechen refugees have moved into the 
neighboring republics of Georgia and 
Ingushetia. 

Engaging chiefly in hit-and-run guerrilla 
actions, the Chcchen forces are still capable 
of inflicting damage. The Russian govern
ment admits that at least 4,000 soldiers have 
been killed in the last three years. 

Following the hostage crisis, Russian 
military forces killed 30 Chechen indepen
dence fighters on October 28 near 
Tsentoroy, a village east ofGrozny. The next 
day a military helicopter was shot down as 
it prepared to land at the main military base 
in Chechnya-the fourth Russian helicop
ter downed in Chechnya in less than three 
months. 

"The war is over, but there is no peace," 
remarked Akhmad Kadyrov, the Moscow
appointed administrative head in Chechnya. 

The stance ofthe U.S. government toward 
these developments has shifted several times 
as it vacillates between emphasizing its his
torical hostility to the workers state and 
seeking to draw Moscow into short-term al
liances. While Washington supported the 
1994 Russian offensive, it opposed the op
erations launched in 1999. President Will
iam Clinton's secretary of state, Madeleine 
Albright, described Moscow's offensive at 
the time as "self-isolating." 

More recently, the Bush government has 
taken advantage of Putin 's eagerness to 
contribute to the imperialist assault on Af
ghanistan and cooperate with the placing 
of U.S. military forces in surrounding 
countries that are part of the former Soviet 
Union. 

The governments of the imperialist su
perpower and the workers state face many 
conflicts of interest. One example is the stra
tegically placed republic of Georgia, right 
on Russia's doorstep and a neighbor of 
Chechyna. Washington views the territory 

Continued on Page 15 . 
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