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30,000 in Derry demand
justice in British massacre

Workers, youth oppose antl Cathohc v1olenoe

BY JULIE CRAWFORD

DERRY, Northern Ireland—In whai
many called the largest march ever held here
1o demand justice for the massacre of 14
Irish freedom fighters by British troops in
1972, at least 30,000 people took to the
streets in a show of strength February 3.

Workers, youth, and people of all genera-
tibms took the cold, damp weather in stride
as they traced the route of the civil rights
marchers three decades ago January 30. They
rallied at the spot where British paratroopers
opened fire on the action, killing 14 and
wounding many more. The 1972 march was
called 10 oppose the intemment without trial
of thousands of civil rights and republican
activists by Britain in August 1971,

Ever since, the fight to expose the respon-
sibility of British imperialism for the assault,
break the whitewash of the events organized
by London, and clear the names of those
killed has been intertwined with the battle
1o gel the British out of Morthern Ireland
altogether. London has kept Ireland divided
and claimed the northem six counties as part
of the United Kingdom. Since late 1969
British imperialism has militarily occupied
the north, impoesing a reign of terror on the
Catholic population.

Rally chairman Eamonn MecCann de-
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Part of a throng of workers, youth, and other marchers in Derry, Northern Ireland,

for 30th anniversary of Bloody Sunday. In 1972, British troops opened fire on a civil
rights march killing 14.A fight to expose British imperialism’s cover-up has been wgged
by Irish freedom fighters cver since. Some called this year’s march the largest ever.

Coal bosses devastate workers’ comp pay

BY FRANK FORRESTAL
PITTSBURGH—After years of cheating
and -obstruction by the West Virginia coal
bosses, a dozen major coal producers agreed
to pay nearly $50 million'in delinquent work-
ers’ compensation premiums, The $50 mil-
lion is a far cry from the $406 million that
coal companies owe to the Workers' Com-
pensation Fund. Lawvyers for West Virginia
govemor Robent Wise said the settlement was
a"good deal"—even though some $295 mil-
lion in interest payments was “forgiven.”

According to the most recent Workers'
Compensation Fund audits, the top coal com-
panies that owe money include Island Creek
Coal ($128.4 million); Massey Energy (571
million); the Pittston Company ($53.2 mil-
lion); Mational Mines (335.3 million);
Peabody Coal (23 1.8 million); Dal-Tex Coal
($20.6 million); Bluestone Coal ($18.6 mil-
lion); and USX Corp. ($15.8 million).

West Virginia is the second largest coal-
producing state and has one of the largest
concentrations of coal miners in the coun-

Hundreds condemn cop Kkilling
of Haitian youth in New York

BY CAROLE LESNICK

BROOKLYN, New York—The Haitian
community here has organized a series of
protests against the January 16 police kill-
ing of Georgy Louisgene, a 23-year-old
worker, New York cops James Muirhead and
Joseph Thompson shot Louisgene al the
Vanderveer Estates housing project in East
Flatbush. The two fired eight shots, five of
which hit Losisgene, who was pronounced
dead at the site of the shooting.

Four hundred people turned out for
Louisgene's funeral February 2, which was
followed by a march. Encouraging people
to come to the action, his sister Abellard
Louisgene told the Daily Challenge, “*We
want people to come from everywhere. It's
not a matter of a Brooklyn man, of a Hai-
tian man, it's a problem within the city of
MNew York. It should be a concem to-every-
body."

Following the funeral mass, marchers
accompanied family members and the fu-
neral cortege to 3501 Foster Avenue where

Continued on Page 7
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Funeral and march for Georgy Loulsgene,
who was killed by police, drew 400 people.

try. Following a national trend, workers’
compensation benefits to injured workers
have been dropping. (After looking at the
Bush Administration’s proposed budget, this
trend will continue as Washington plans fur-
ther cuts in domestic programs, including
job, health, and safety programs.)

The early January out-of-cour settlement
was apily described by a former West Vir-
ginia Supreme Court Justice, who said the
situation “smelled like a rotting carp.” Un-
paid Workers' Compensation premiums be-
came a hot political issue in 1993 after the
Charleston Gazeite published a series of in-
depth articles about how the large coal com-
panies were using contractors to avoid their
responsibilities and to weaken the union.

The series, “Coal field Contracts: Mining
at What Price? contained reports based on
government records, internal company docu-
ments, as well as interviews with miners,
contractors, and company and union officials,

The Affiliated Construction Trades Foun-
dation (ACT), the main labor organization

" Continued on Page 6
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40th anniversary of Second
Declaration of Havana
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Bay Area
unionists
hit firing
of socialist
worker

BY BILL KALMAN

SAN FRANCISCO-—"Mr. hale’s fight
shows that workers have no boundaries
we suffer the same wherever we are,” said
Tony Segarra at a meeting here to defend
fired Miami garment worker Michael halie,
“But they use the sons and daughters of
workers in America 1o fight against work-
ers around the world,”

Separra is a member of the Filipino Work-
ers Association in the Bay Area. He helped
organize a protest in front of the embassy of
the Philippines hére last week to demand an
end to the renewed U.S. military activity in
that country. Pat Segarra, of the Anak Bayan-
Filipino Youth, added, *We must oppose and
expose the U.S. military intervention in the
Philippines and around the world.”

Thirty-five people attended the January
29 meeting here, and another 45 wumed owt
the next day in San Jose to hear the socialist
garment worker talk about his fight 1o be
reinstated at Goodwill. ltalie also addressed
a meeting on “Civil Liberties and You" in
Fremont, sponsored by Tri City Peace Ac-
tion, and spoke to a high school class a1
Foothills Middle College in Los Altos.

ltalie, who ran for mayor of Miami on
the Sccialist Workers Party ticket, was fired
October 22 after speaking out against the
LS. war in Afghanistan and in defense of
the Cuban Revolution during a televised
candidates® debate, Goodwill CEO Dennis

Continued on Page 11

Havana book
fair is festival

of Cuban
Revolution

BY MARTIN KOPPEL

HAVANA—Tens of thousands of people
are expected to attend the 1 1th Havana In-
ternational Book Fair, which opens here
February 7. The 10-day fair, which is being
held at the historic San Carlos de La Cabaria
fortress overlooking the Havana Bay, is a
major cultural event in Cuba and through-
out Latin America,

Preparations for the event have been
prominently publicized in the Cuban me-
dia. Thousands of working people, students,
professionals, and others have been mak-
ing plans to visit the fair, often saving their
money weeks ahead of time to purchase
books and pamphlets. Special shuttle buses
are being provided to facilitate travel 1o the
fair from different pans of Havana. Last year
a record 200,000 people attended.

The popularity and mass character of the
book fair here is a product of the Cuban |
Revolution. In 1961, 100,000 young people
mobilized by their revolutionary leadership
spreadoul across the country and wiped out
illiteracy in a one-year campaign. For the
past four decades, expanding access to edu-
cation and culture has been a comersione
of building a society where workers and

Continued on Page 12
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Petition by Israehi
reservists reflects
wider war weariness

BY BRIAN WILLIAMS

War-weariness in the Isracli population
and the stepped-up military repression by
the Isracli state against Palestinians fight-
ing for self-determination have led 1o ex-
préssions of dissent by members of the Is-
raeli armed forces,

More than 100 Isracli Army reservists
have now signed a public stalement saying
that if called up to duty they will refuse to
serve in the oceypied territories of the West
Bank and Gaza Strip. *We will no longer
‘fight beyond the Green Line for the purpose
-of occupying, deporting, destraying, block-
ading, killing, starving, and Ilurmh.ltln!, an
entire people,” declared the petition pub-
lished in lsrael’s best-sellingsdaily pewspa-
per Yedioth Alwanoth, *The price of occu-
pation is the loss of the Israel Defense
Forees' semblance of humanity and the cor-
ruption of all of Isracli sociely,” the decla-
ration also stated. The Green Line refers to
the boundaries before the Israeli government
launched a-war against surrounding Arab
countries in 1967, capturing the WestBank,
the Golan Heights, the Sinai peninsula, and
the Gaza Strip. The Sinai was later returned
1o control of Egypt.

“The statement, by combat officers and
soldiers, amounted to the largest organized
refusal by reservists to serve in the West
Bank and Gaza in the last 16 months” since

the latest upsurge in the ‘Palestinians' fight.

against Israeli beeupation, noted the New
York Times.

The two reserve licutenants who drafted
the statement, David Zonshein, 28, a soft-
ware engineer, and Yaniv lizkovitch, 26, a
university teaching assistant, said that their
goal was to tollect 500 signatures on the
protest petition. They have both been sus-
pended from their paratroop battalion by
their commanding officer.

In interviews in Yedioth Ahronoth some
of these reservists have been speaking out
about the experiences they had as part of
the Isracli military otcupation force. These
included firing at Palestinian boys who were
throwing stones as far as 100 yards away,

posing no danger whatsoever lo the troops.

Ariel Shatil, 32, said that in the Gaza Stgip
last September, his squad was supposed to
fire heavy machine guns at a Palestinian
town, “The gunfire penetrates thin walls and
windows, and that kills people, and you
don't know who you're killing," he said.
Zonshein said that in an area where he
served, houses and orchards were bulldozed
in response to Palestinian gunfire,

“We all have limits,” he stated. “You can
be the best officer, and suddenly you're re-
quired to do things that you can't be asked
to do: to shoot at people, stop ambulances,
destroy, houses when no-one knows who
lives in them.”

Responding sharply to the growing_ex-
pression of opposition to the lsraeli rulers’
military operations in the West Bank and
Gaza, the army's chiefl of sfaff, L1, Gen.
Shaul Mofaz, commented, “This is more
than refusal to serve. This is, incitement to
rebellion.”

Prime Minister Ariel Sharon added his
own waming: ©It will be the beginning of
the end of democracy if soldiers don't carry
out the decisions of the elected government.”

Most Israeli men are fequired to serve as
army reservists until they are 45 years old.
Since September 2000, more than 500 have
refused to serve in the occupied terrilories.
The ‘'majosity have been quietly released.
About 40 have been sentenced to up to 28
days in jail.

In mid-January, shortly after the Isracli
army had demclished 60 Palestinian homes
in a Gaza refugee camp, an article appeared
in'Ha 'aretz by Dr. Yigal Shochat, a physi-
cian who used to be an Israeli fighter pilot,
calling on F-16 pilots to refuse to bomb
Palestiniancities.

*The divided opinion in the military
ranks,” noted a February | article in the
London-based Independent, “was further
exposed by\revelations that a group of se-

-nior reserve officers led by a brigadier-gen-

eral, were planning to present the: govern:
ment with proposals for the reoccupation ol
the West Bank and Gaza, and the destruc-
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Take down Confederate flag

Workers and youth-in South
Carolina continue to protest
the Confederate flag flying on

. the state capitol grounds. The
‘Militant’ brings you coverage
of dsmansfraﬂnns and work-
ing-class battles reflected in
the fight to bring down this
symbol of racism and terror

“aimed at all working people.
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Palestinlan workers inspect cullapud ru»ufof metatwurlu pllnt near Gau Chy dev
stroyed by rockets fired by Israe]i helicopters February 4.

tion of the Palestinian Authority.”

Gas workers strike

At the same time, working people within
Israel have been invelved©in several strike
actions against government austerity de-
mands. Workers employed by the Pi Glilot
Gias Company walked off the job January
31, closing fuel supply depots.around the
gountry. The workers are protesting an an-
nouncement by management that 40 work-
ers would be dismissed and wages for the
remaining 180 would be cut by 20 percent.
The workers rejected a call by the Nationat
Inifrastructure Ministry to postpone their
strike and begin immediate negotiations
with the company.

According to an article in Ha 'areiz,
“Workers' committees from the National
Insurance Institule...are cxpected to escalate
work disputes, which have bech guing on
for the past two-and-a-half weeks.” They are
demanding that 150 to 200 new employees
be added to branches around the country. .

Meanwhilg, a strike by disabled workers
entered its 50th day February 3 as protest-
ers continued to demonstrate at the entrance
1o, the Labor and Social Affairs Ministry in
Jerusalem.

Assassinations of Palestinian fighters

The Israeli rggime contines 1o carry oul
a policy of what they call “targeted killings,”
involving the assassinatron of Palestinjans
deemed 1o be leading the fight against mili-
tary occupation of the West Bank and Gaza,
Dozens. have been killed as a result of this
policy, which just reinforced the determi-
nation of Palestinian fighters 1o press for-
ward the fight for their rights.

Since the upsurje of protests started in
September 2000, more than 250 Israelis and
800 Palestinians have been killed. Thou-
sands ‘more Palestinians have been
wounded. Isracli forces have conducted
deep incursjons into Palestinian-controlled
territory in the West Bank, For the past two
months Isracli Army tanks have been sta-

tioned within 100 yards of the compound
of Palestinian Authority president Yasir
Arafat in the West Bank city of Ramallah.

In response to two recent suicide bomb
attacks in Jerusalem, including one by a
young Palestinian woman on January 27,
Isracli authorities have erected police check-
points on the roads between Easi Jerusalem
and the city's Jewish neighborhoods, and are
discussing a plan to surround the city with
barriers that wduld totally separate it from
neighboring Palestinian communities in the
West Bamk.

Sharon, who is scheduled to meet with
President George Bush in Washington, Feb--
ruary 7, placed himself at the center of fur-
ther controversywhen he told the newspa-
per Maariv that he was sorry Israeli forces
did riot kill Arafat when they had a chance
in Lebanon 20 years ago.

Despite Sharon’s tough talk, the Israeli
ruling class has'been unable 1o build up a
prowar spirit among the population. The pe-
tition by the reservists, while signed by a
smadll number, takes place in the context of a
weariness growing with the war against the
Palestinians anda lack of perspective for any
solution other than continued violence.

Added to this are worries among Isracli
rulers over the prospects that the Jewish
population will, in the long run, become a
minority. With the Arab and Palestinian birth
rates significantly higher than that of the
Jewish population; the lsraeli govémmeni
has been encouraging immigration into the
country.

An Investor s Business Daily anticle noted
that instend of a net immigration, indications
are that Israelis aré leaving the country in
greater numbers. *Many lsraclis have dual
citizenship and are spending more of their
time outside Israel,” the article said. “For
recent immigrants from the former Soviet
Union, Israel has become a way station.
They move to Israel, then move 1o the U.S.
The -Censug Bureau estimates there are
24,000 Israelis in the U S. illegally,” the
paper reported,
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Washington sharpens its trade weapon

BY JACK WILLEY

The U.S. ruling class has continued its
course of taking advantage of its economic
and military dominance to advance its trade
interests against itsimperialist rivals in Brit-
ain, France, Germany, Japan, and elsewhere.
Washington has become increasingly ag-
gressive in imposing tariffs against imports
under the pretext of “anti-dumping™ laws,
at the same time as it gives billions of dol-
lars in tax breaks to U.S. companies to boost
their competitive position.

The U.S. rulers are also taking a tough
stand against a number of semicolonial
couritries on a range of goods from agricul-
tural products to textiles and steel,

Conflicts between Washington and its
imperialist rivals have arisen over a bill ap-
proved by Congress soon after the Septem-
ber 11 events. The defense legislation al-
lows the Air Force to spend as much as $20
billion over 10 years in leasing 100 Boceing
767 jets to replace the current fleet of air-
borne fuel tankers.

European Union (EU) officials accused
Washington of applying subsidies to the
agrospace giant that give it an edge over its
rival, Airbus. They pointed out that the deal
had not been opened to competitive bidding
and that Boeing's commercial operations are
in fact underwritien by large government-
funded defense and space operations—the
fuel tanker plan being the latest example,
Airbus is a consortium put together by the
British, French, German, Italian, and other
imperialist powers in Europe.

Several U.S. politicians and aerospace
industry executives fired back, charging that
Airbus receives state subsidies through gov-
ernment loans. In an effort to take some
heat out of the dispute, the Air Force com-
mand announced that they may consider a
tender by Airbus. Although the latter claims
that it can lease the aircraft for 40 percent
less money, the Air Force had shown no in-
terest in giving the contract to a foreign com-
petitor. A Boeing spokesman said that the
government will simply use the Airbus of-
fer to win some concessions from the Chi-
cago-based -:ompany.

On January 22, in the latest round of puni-
tive measures against the U.S. capitalists’
competitors, the U.S. International Trade
Commission imposed about $500 million in
tariffs on enriched uranium imports from four
EU-member countries. The duties were set
at more than 32 percent for Eurodif, the
French government-controlled supplier, and
at more than 2 percent on shipments by
Urenco, a British-German-Dutch consortium,

Washington claims the uranium compa-
nies are “unfairly subsidized" and that
France's exports were sold at an “unfairly
low value." The trade commission said the
United States Enrichment Company—the
only U.S. producer of enriched uranium—
will gain up to $100 million in additional
profits from the tarifTs,

Washington is also considering slapping
tariffs of up to 40 percent on steel imports
to protect the U.S. steel trusts” home mar-
ket. The move has not met with unanimous
consent in the U.S. ruling class. Major cor-
porations that heavily use steel in their prod-
ucts banded together in the Emergency
Committee for American Trade have
launched a counteroffensive to fight the tar-
iff increases. They say the tariffs and quo-
tas would cost U.S. companies that use steel
up to $34 billion over four years,

U.S. rulers lecture Tokyo

Despite these moves, U.S. Treasury sec-
retary Paul O'Neill lectured the Japanese
govemnment about protectionist measures on
January 23 during a visit to Tokyo. Address-
ing the continued decline of Japan's
economy, the second largest in the world,
O'Neill spoke against moves to let the yen
fall in relation to the dollar.

“The weight of historical evidehice shows
that those who have tried to fix underlying
economic problems with protectionist mea-
sures—and | count artificially depreciating
the yen as one of those—actually weaken
their own economy,” he said.

A depreciating yen allows Japanese com-
panies to gain a competitive edge for their
exports by making them cheaper on the
world market. At the same time the
currency's decline increases the cost of im-
ports into Japan. The yen has dropped 10
percent against the dollar since November.

The January 24 Financial Times of Lon-
don expressed one of Washingtons con-
cemns, stating that “in-the worst scenario, a

series of competitive devaluations by other
Asian countries could trigger a flood of low-
priced exports to the U.S.”

The government in south Korea has also
accused Tokyo of tacitly approving the de-
cline in the yen's value, This is a particu-
larly sensitive question as Japan is Seoul's
second-largest trading partner next to the
United States. The Korea Trade-Investment
Promotion Agency said south Korean ex-
porters are losing out 10 Japanese manufac-
turers as a resull,

Agricultural products

Washington is also waging trade wars on
agricultural and fishing products on behalf
of the giant monopaolies that control the buy-
ing and selling of food and fibers. It barred
imports of sugar from Mexico while flood-
ing its southemn neighbor with low-cost corn
syrup. And import duties on garlic have gone
through the roof, boosting its price on the
LS. market,

To the north, while most of the $1.3 bil-
lion in trade that crosses the border between
the U.5. and Canada every day remains
duty-free, the two countries are in the midst
of trade disputes over lumber, steel, wheat,
and tomatoes. Eighty-seven percent of
Canada’s total exports go to the United
States,

Last year, the U5, government imposed
12 percent tariffs on Canadian softwood
lumber. Canadian officials say that the mea-
sures have harmed an already weakening
ecconomy and forced mills ta shut down.
Sawmill closures have pushed thousands of
people out of work.

Just months ago the U.S. Commerce De-
partment placed “anti-dumping™ duties on
greenhouse-grown tomatoes from Canada,
an industry that exported 224 millign
pounds of tomatoes to the U.S. last year. One
British Columbian company faces a 34 per-
cent tarifFand most others a 24 percent levy.

The U.5. rulers are now threatening pen-
alties on Canadian-wheat and steel. They
will make a final decision February 15 on
whether 10 impose duties on durum and
spring wheat. The North Dakota Wheat
Commission marketing director Jim
Peterson has charged Canada’s wheat board
with using “monopoly powers™ to engage

n “price undercutting™ and with offering
other indirect subsidies to farmers.

Fishy pretext to curb Vietnam’s exports

Meanwhile, Washington continues to put
the squeeze on countries oppressed by im-
perialism. A recent example is the move lo
severely restrict fish imports from Vietnam.
Vietnamese companies have captured 20
percent of the domestic catfish market in just
four years, selling “basa”™ fish at lower

Airbus, backed by imperialist powers in Europe, is in competition with Chicago-based
Boeing. The European Union is protesting a Pentagon deal giving Boeing $20 billion to
lease 100 jets. The lease would help bolster Boeing's slumping commercial sales.

prices. While the basa fish looks and tastes
like catfish, Congress temporarily forbade
Vietnamese importers from labeling it as
such. The Senate may make the ban perma-
nent under an upcoming farm bill—a move
that could potentially slash Vietnamese im-
ports into the country.

Catfish farming has expanded in the last
decade as small capitalist ventures have
tapped into this lucrative niche market. The
Department of Agriculture has encouraged
many working farmers struggling 16 make
ends meet to convert their rice or saybean
fields into fish farms. Having done that, they
are forced to compete with the larger ven-
tures. In the U.S., 120 million pounds of
catfish fillets are consumed each year. In the
state of Arkansas alone, the industry made
£750 million dollars in 2001,

Brazilian foreign minister Celso Lafer
issued a sharp waming to Washington over
the future of the Free Trade Area of the

Americas (FTAA) pact in mid December
after provisions disadvantageous to Brazil's
capitalist rulers began to come to light,

“If the American position in light of the
*fast track” is going to be extremely restric-
tive in relation to Brazilian products that are
competitive for export.” he said, “the Bra-
zilian counteroffer will be equally restric-
tive.” Lafer was referring to the “fast-track™
authority granted U.S. president Bush in
negotiating trade agreements. The bill grant-
ing this power was touted as giving Bush
the ability to present trade agreemen(s 1o
Congress for straight yes-or-no votes. The
legislators would supposedly lose the abil-
ity 1o make amendments.

It tums out, however, that the bill requires
Bush to obtain Congressional approval be-
fore reducing tariffs on nearly 300 producis,
most of them agricultural. They include
some of Brazil's most important exports,

Continued on Page 7

Capitalist recession bites as numbers
seeking shelter, welfare benefits go up

BY ROGER CALERO

The number of homeless families seek-
ing emergency shelter has hit record num-
bers in several U.S. cities, and for the first
time in six years the number of working
people receiving welfare benefits went up.
These statistics are part of the stark impact
of the capitalist recession on workers, as lens
of thousands continue to face layoffs, pay
cuts, or short workweeks.

A study released in January by the Inde-
pendent Budget Office registered an in-
crease of 5,000 people in New York City
who were receiving welfare benefits in the
last quarter of 2001.

The report noted a drop in the benefit rolls
of some 6,400 people from November to
December last year, This decline was due
te the fact that 38,800 families in New York
City alone were cut off federal welfare pro-
grams in December after reaching the five-
year lifetime limit set in 1996 by the Clintgn
administration. The survey also wamed that
more people who have lost federal assis-
tance will turn to state-financed programs
in the coming months.

Under the 1996 legislation responsible for
the devastating cutback in welfare benefits
and the elimination of Aid to Families with
Dependent Children (AFDC), the states are
to assist those ineligible for federal pro-
grams with funds doled out in block grants
by Washington. These programs are not en-

titlements guaranteeing benefits to all who
need them, as was the case with AFDC.
Concerned with the number of people who
are needing assistance, officials from sev-
eral state governments are saying their funds
will scon run out. One official in New York
state said the government was being lefi
“holding the bag when the national
economy slows and people need help.”

The economic situation has deteriorated
so rapidly that the state of New York has
had to submit a request for a 3740 million
loan from the federal government 1o be able
to pay unemployment benefits.

The onset of the recession has brought to
light the increased number of bureaucratic
obstacles put in the way of workers who
need benefits. The Independent Budget Of-
fice survey estimates that at the present time
five people, including children, will be
added to the rolls for every 10 jobs lost. A
decade ago, before the Clinton “welfare re-
forms™ were enacted, eight people began
receiving benefits for every 10 jobs lost.

A feature article in the Los Angeles Times
January 12 focused on the record number
of homeless people in major cilies across
the country. The article reported that there
has been a dramatic increase in the number
of families being evicted from their homes
and apartments because they are not able to
pay the rent,

“We are going to see some people who
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never dreamed of being hemeless, homeless
or living in their cars. Or desperate,” J. Tho-
mas Mullen, president of Catholic Charities
in Cleveland, told the Times reporter.

The newspaper cited a recent survey by
the U.S. Conference of Mayors showing a
drastic increase in the need for shelter in two
dozen major cities. Request for beds in
homeless shelters increased by at least 20
percent in Kansas City, Denver, New Or-
leans, and Trenton, New Jersey,

The sharp raise in homelessness has been
spurred by the growing shortage of afford-
able housing. The Washington Post reported
January 23 that in the nation's capital alone
there are 12,000 names on the waiting lisi
for government Section 8 housing vouch-
ers, and 8,400 families waiting for public
housing.

Officials in New York City say that the
increase in the cost of housing, combined
with a reduction in the number of landlords
honoring government vouchers and further
cutbacks in social programs, could force
thousands of people with AIDS and other
disabilities into the streets,

Charities that provide emergency funds
to families on the verge of becoming home-
less are quickly running out of money due
to the overwhelming demand. “There is
nothing out there, absolutely nothing,” a
social worker with the Salvation Army told
the Los Angeles Times.
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Immigrants face
growing cop, rightist
attacks in Europe

BY MAURICE WILLIAMS

With a nise in the number of rightist and
cop assaults against and killings of immigram
worker#in Europe, the question of immigra-
tion has become a central one from Denmark
to laly and from France 1o Poland.

A number of capitalist governments in
Europe are promoting policies that give
more room for conservative and right-wing
outfits 1o campaign for restrictions on the
rights of these working people. These
groups and parties are taking advantage of
the tightening economic situation to at-
tempt to divide the working class by mak-
ing immigrants scapegoats for rising un-
employment and worsening social condi-
tions.

The free movement of people 1n an ex-
panded European Union (EU) has been a
contentious issue among the 12 countries
seeking to join the EU. The French and
German governments, among others, are
demanding that citizens of new member
countries not be allowed 1o travel unre-
stricted in the EU for up to eight years. They
also stipulate that countries gaining admit-
tance must beef up their eastern borders with
Russia, Belarus, and Ukraine to prevent
unregulated immigration into Europe.

Anti-immigrant campaign in Germany

“With 4.3 million unemployed we can’t
have more foreign workers coming into
Germany,” Edmund Stoiber, of the conser-
vative Christian Social Union, told report-
ers January 16. Stoiber, who is premier of
Bavaria, was recently chosen as the party’s
candidate for chancellor. In challenging the
incumbent social democrat, Gerhard
Schroder to a series of televised debates, he
said he would “like to meet him when the
jobless figures come out in February and
ask him what he plans 10 do about it.”

A few months ago the reelection of
Schrider was considered a cakewalk in na-
tional elections scheduled for September.
Stoiber, however, has opened up a small lead
of 3 percentage points in the opinion polls.

While Schrider has backed measures 10
make it easier for some industries to hire
workers from abroad, his government has
also carried out assaults against sections of

the working class. After the September 11
events the German government has used its
antiterror campaign 1o promole repressive
measures targeting immigrants who are
Muslims. Reactionary legislation was
signed into law December 8 that authorized
the banning of religious organizations if they
are deemed to be “undermining democracy™
or “inciting violence.”

Four days after the new law took effect
the government banned 20 organizations
and conducted more than 200 raids in seven
cities, entering offices. homes, and mosques.

Rightists have also made gains in Den-
mark, where elections took place last No-
vember. The right-wing Danish People’s
Party doubled its seats in parliament and
became the third-largest party in the coun-
try.-1ts leader, Pia Kjaersgaard, scapegoated
Muslims in the wake of the attacks on the
World Trade Center and campaigned for
greater restrictions on immigrants.

Denmark’s former prime minister, Poul
Nyrup Rasmussen, who was trounced in the
elections, was dealt a blow one year earlier
by the People’s Party, which spearheaded
the defeat of a referendum on adopting the
euro. Rasmussen campaigned for joining the
currency union, but the “no™ vote won by
53.1 percent.

1 fear things could get worse with this
new government,” said Zarah Ahmed, a
shopkeeper from Syria. Immigrants were
being blamed for Denmark’s growing eco-
nomic and social problems, he said.

*Ugly remarks increased after Septem-
ber 11.” said Wallid el-Amrani, a student
from Jordan. *l often get called names when
I go out on the town for a beer™

The Danish ruling class has kept tighter
controls on immigration than most European
countries, Out of a population of 5.3 million
fewer than 5 percent are foreign bom.

Beating by cops in Spain

The Spanish cops” treatment of immigrants
from Africa has been highlighted in the re-
cent brutal beating in Barcelona of a U.S.
citizen who is Black. The National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored People
is pressing the U.5. ambassador to Spain to
file a formal complaint with Madrid.

Cops seize gas bottles from Muslim groups in Germany driug raid on December 12,

2001. The Geriman government conducted more than 200 raids and banned 20 organi-

zations using antiterrorist law.

The man, Rodney Mack, the principal
trumpet player in the Barcelona Symphony
Orchestra, was antacked by four cops in an
underground garage after he lefi rehearsal.
The cops claim that they were looking for a
car thief who was “Black and roughly
Mack’s height.” Mack says the police did
not identify themselves. In the end he was
charged with resisting arrest and anacking
a police officer.

The NAACP expressed its outrage that
neither the Spanish nor the U.5. govern-
ments have taken any formal action against
the police officers. Spanish officials later
admirted the beating was a “misunderstand-
ing.” but added that Mack fit the “charac-
teristics” of skin color and height of the sus-
pect the police were trying to apprehend.

Cops and the fascist National Front in
Britain have collaborated in attacks on work-
ing people from the Indian subcontinent
whao live in the towns of Bradford and
Burnley, Last July cops escorted a group of
100 racists from the predominantly Asian
area of Burnley 1o the largely white area of
the town and then pulled away to allow the
fascists 1o launch attacks on a few Asian
properties nearby. One resident said he spent
30 minutes calling the police while 60 thugs
torched his home and shop.

Capital needs labor

The growth of immigration over the past
decade, and the incorporation of tens of
millions of immigrants into the working
class across Europe, is a result of the natu-

30,000 in Derry demand justice from British

Continued from front page

scribed the event as “the greatest gathering
of people™ ever witnessed in Derry. The fea-~
tured speakers at the rally included Alex
Anwood of the reformist Social Democratic
Labor Party: Geraldine Doherty, of the
Bloody Sunday Relatives. whose uncle
Gerard Donaghy was killed by the British;
and Gerry Kelly, the vice president of Sinn
Fein, the political party that is leading op-
position 1o British rule in Northern Ireland.
McCann, one of the leaders of the 1972
march, chaired the rally and gave a conclud-
ing address.

“Bloody Sunday was planned...to terror-
ize the Nationalist and Republican people.”
Kelly told the rally. It was designed 10 in-
timidate us...to abandon our quest for civil
rights and national rights.”

McCann said, "We have come a long
way...the shining goal of justice for the
Bloody Sunday dead is now in sight. The
Bloody Sunday march has come 1o repre-
sent all those who suffer under imperialism
and oppression all around the world. In win-
ning justice we will win something for op-
pressed people from all pans of the eanth.”
The official theme of this year's march was
“One World, Many Struggles.” to point to
the connections with other countries fight-
ing against imperialism.

The march was led by a contingent carry-
ing photos and crosses bearing the names of
their relatives killed by the British troops.
They were followed by Republican bands,
contingents protesting police collusion with
right-wing death squads, Sinn Fein youth and
party branches, and solidarity groups from
the United Kingdom, the United States, the
Basque country, ltaly, and Germany,

Thousands at the march came from other
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parts of Ireland, including the Irish Repub-
lic. People filled three coaches from Gallo-
way in the west of lreland. Kerrill Qualter
was on one of them. He said. 1 am a repub-
lican and the united Ireland 1 fight for will
follow as we fight for equal rights.” Robert
Duffy came on one of 20 coaches from
Belfast. He had 1aken pan in rallies 10 sup-
port parents at the Holy Cross school, where
rightist thugs were atiempling lo prevent
Catholic school children from entering the
school by the front door.

The rear of the march was brought up by
a several-thousand-strong contingent from
the Derry Trades Union Council. The par-
ticipation of trade union members in orga-
nized contingents was bolstered by the re-
cent union mobilization against right-wing,
anti-Catholic violence.

As pant of a half-day strike by postal work-
ers January 18 10 protest the murder of a
Catholic letter camier by pro-Bntish nght-
ists and death threats against Catholic school
teachers, local trade union activists say they
organized a mlly of 10,000 workers at the
town, On February 4 postal workers walked
out again after a phone called named a Catho-
lic postman and wamed him not to enter the
predominantly Protestant Waterside. The
workers refused to return 1o the jobs until the
pro-British Ulster Defense Association issued
a statement denying association with the
threat A mass meeting was organized for
postal workers to hear the statement.

The week leading up 1o the action fea-
tured fund-raising concerts, panels on po-
lice brutality against immigrants, a concert
by Christie Moore, and a television premiere
of two movies, “Bloody Sunday™ and “Sun-
day,” depicting the events of 1972.

The mobilization over the past months,
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as well as progress in the fight 10 expose the
British government’s responsibility for the
1972 massacre, helped ensure the massive
turnout for the anniversary march this vear.
With the advance of the Irish freedom
struggle, and pressure from the campaign to
demand justice in the case, the British gov-
ernment under Labour prime minister An-
thony Blair agreed in 1998 to a new inquiry
into the killing. A previous hearing, called
the Widgery Commission, was part of a pov-
emment cover-up. It sought 1o clear the sol-
diers, officers, and London of any wrongdo-
ing, while placing the blame for the murder-
ous assault on the Irish freedom fighters. The
commission hearings, headed by British

judge Lord Saville, began last November.
The Saville tribunal has been holding
hearings here, and taking testimony from
eyewitnesses. Many say they feel as if they
are being prosecuted while testifying, but
the crowd was clearly determined to con-

tinue the fight until the truth comes out.
Tony Doherty, whose father was killed on
Bloody Sunday, said that for the families of
those killed, testifying at the tribunal “is a
horrible experience, But we need a sense of
achievement. We forced the British govemn-
ment to admit the original inquiry was a
whitewash. We disagree with the inquiry
moving to Britain but now it is going, we
will go too and call to those in Britain who

believe in truth and justice to join us.”

Among other events, a memorial service
held January 30 was attended by more than
1,000 people. At another meeting a week
before in London, Sinn Fein councilor Gerry
O'Hara noted that one of the British army
barracks in Derry was due to be closed by
the British, calling it “a step forward.” He
Continued on Page 14

ral workings of capitalism. Labor follows
capital flows, and capital constantly seeks
layers of toilers to draw in and superexploit
in order to boost profit rates and interna-
tional competitiveness. And population
trends in Europe are pressing the capitalists
1o open the doors of immigration simply in
order to prevent negative population growth,

In a July 2000 speech the European Com-
missioner for Justice and Home AfTairs,
Antonio Vitorino, said the EU is “facing a
changing economic and demographic situ-
ation which, 1 believe, calls into question
our existing response to the phenomena of
migration.... the zero immigration policies
of the past 25 years are not working, but, in
addition, they are no longer relevant to the
economic and demographic situation in
which the Union now finds itself”

Without a change in current birth rates
among Europeans, the population of the
continent will fall from 380 million 1o 340
million by 2050. France, Germany, lualy, and
the United Kingdom were the destinations
for the big bulk of immigrants over the past
decade. But to keep their populations at the
same level, the four countries will need to
increase immigration from 237,000 a year
1o 677.000 a year over that time period.

When the German government agreed o
allow computer-related indusiries to hire and
bring in up to 30,000 foreign workers in
2000, opposition parties responded with the
slogan, “Kinder siatt Inder”” or “Children
instead of Indians,” pressing the rightist pro-
paganda that German women should bear
more babies rather than allow immigration
from India.

Similar conflicts in Scandinavia

On January 17 three fascist vouth in Nor-
way were sentenced to prison for knifing to
death Benjamin Hermansen, a 13-year-old
African-Norwegian, last year. At their trial
the three defendants, who are members of a
fascist gang called the Bootboys, testified
that they thought Norway should be reserved
for white Norwegians. “We hate foreigners.”
they reportedly said at their tnal,

The immigrant population in Norway has
more than doubled since 1980 and now ac-
counts for 5.5 percent of the country’s 4.5
million people. Rightist figures have sought
to scapegoat noncitizens for rising unemploy-
ment, a housing crisis, and other social prob-
lems. The right-wing Progress Party emerged
as a force in the country’s elections last Sep-
tember while the former ruling Labor Party
suffered its worst defeat in 80 years.

All the traditional bourgeois parties
adopted aspects of the Progress Party's anti-
welfare, anti-immigrant program. The
Progress Party itself waged a campaign to
limit immigration to | 000 people a year and
championed a proposal to deport immi-
grants who have allegedly committed a
crime, While the rightist outfit is not a for-
mal part of the new coalition government,
two of its members were appointed to chair
the Finance Committee, which oversees the
national budget, and the Social Affairs Com-
mittee, which deals with health and welfare
issues.

In Sweden ultrarightist skinheads sav-
agely beat a Hungarian-born worker last
year as he left his job as a ticket collector in
a subway station. Two months later traffic
cops gunned down ldris Demir, a Kurdish
immigrant from Turkey. Faced with the
threat of deportation, Demir had fled after
failing 1o provide the cops with identifica-
tion and was shot in the back.



In Ireland, stores order 355 Pathfinder books

BY ANN FIANDER

MANCHESTER, England—In three
days of intensive sales work in Ireland at
the end of January, two volunteer Pathfinder
sales representatives visited 19 stores and
gained orders for 355 books published or
distributed by the publisher of revolution-
ary literature,

The top-selling title was Capitalism s
World Disorder by Jack Barnes, with 35
copies ordered. At all the visits the reps
showed a copy of this book to buyers and
explained how it covered the economic cri-
sis in the world today, and pointed to sec-
tions on Ireland, the United Kingdom, Ar-
gentina, and India. Eight bookstores placed
orders.

Buyers at stores also placed orders for 14
copies of Pathfinder’s newest title From the
Escambray to the Congo: In the Whirfwind
of the Cuban Revolution by Victor Dreke.

Indeed, just under 40 percent of all the
orders—some 130 books and pamphlets—

were for Pathfinder books on the Cuban
Revolution. These included 23 copies of Che
Guevara Talks to Young People and 9
copies of Plava Girdn/Bay of Pigs:
Washington's First Military. Defeat in the
Americas by José Ramén Fernindez and
Fidel Castro.

In 10 of the 19 stores visited buyers
placed orders immediately. Two promised
to send in orders, three took suggested or-
ders, and four asked for catalogs to be lefi
with them. The sales team drew its list of
stores to target from previous contacts,
Internet searches, and a directory of book-
stores in the United Kingdom and Ireland.
Bookstores visited included those in the city
centers, al airports, and at campus commer-
cial stores, as well as ontlets run by politi-
cal organizations.

The team’s first sales appointment in
Dublin was at a store outside the city cénter
that has a high volume of sales. Over cof-
fee, the buyer was happy to take time to dis-

cuss Pathfinder’s list, look over samples, and
study the catalog. This buyer decided to or-
der 20 of each of four titles: Capiralism's
World Disorder, Che Guevara Talks to Young
People, The Assassination of Malcolm X,
and Nelson Mandela Speaks.

A few buyers, when contacted by phone
before the trip, were not willing to make
appointments but nevertheless asked the
sales reps o visit their stores to lelive cata-
logs and a suggested order. The team made
sure to do this to lay the basis for orders in
the future.

In fact, in two such stores the buyers came
out to meet the representative and look over
the suggested order. At another, the volun-
teers had mailed the catalog to the buyer in
advance. She studied it and then asked a
colleague to look at the books. He ordered
seven books, including Black Music, White
Business and John Coltrane and the Jazz
Revolution of the 19605, both by Frank
Kofsky, and Nefson Mandela Speaks and

‘A wonderful accomplishment’ say
supporters of new Btrmmgham baokstore

BY CHERYL GOERTZ

BIRMINGHAM, Alabama—The new
Pathfinder bookstore on Bessemer Road was
filled to capacity January 27 by supporters
who gathered to celebrate the relocation of
thé bookstore to the Five Points West area
of this city.

Coal miners, textile and other workers,
and youth from the University of Alabama
were among the 20 participants in the day”s
events. Socialist workers and youth traveled
from Atlanta and Charlotte, Merth Carolina,
for the-program as well.

The featured presentation was given by
Ma'mud Shirvani, editor of Pathfinder’s
Farsi-language program. He spoke on “Im-
perialist Militarism from the Middle
East to the Indian Subcontinent: Wash-
ington's War Abroad—Extension of Grow-
ing Attacks on Workers at Home.” Shirvani,
who edited the Farsi-language edition of
Malcolm X Talks to Young People, also gave
a class on“*Malcolm X and the fight against
imperialism today™ over the course of the
weekend's events.

“Five Points West is part of the historic
Ensley area of Birmingham, home to thou-
sands of steelworkers and other industrial
workers, - many of them Black, and now in-
cludes a growing number of Latino work-
ers,” said textile worker Susan LaMont, who
welcomed everyone to the program. “Since
we've started concentrating more of dur
Militanr sales in this area, we're finding
many workers and young people who are
glad to hear about a bookstore like Path-
finder opening in their neighborhood.”

LaMont read a message to the meeting
from Willie Evans, a leading activist in the
strike that recently ended after nearly four
years at Titan Tire in Natchez, Mississippi.
Evans, a member of United Steelworkers of
America Local 303L, wrote in part: ] send
warm greetings to you on this blessed day,

and congratulate you on the wonderful ac-
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complishments of
the new location and
Grand Opening of
the Pathfinder Book-
store. This is another
milestone that has
been etched in time,
leading toward our goals of educating-the
workers, farmers, miners, and the young
generation in their rights by means of the
many books and other materials that the

Pathfinder Bookstore has to offer”

The program was chaired by Brian Tay-
lor, a member of United Mine Workers of
America Local 2133, Taylor told the audi-
ence about the upcoming Havana Intemna-
tional Book Fair, which Pathfinder will be
participating in along with an international
delegation.

The week béfore the opening, the Bir-
mingham Times, a newsweekly widely read
in this city's Black community, did an in-
terview with Taylor about the new book-
store. The article appeared a few days be-
fore the event.

“Well, get ready for something totally
new,” wrote T:'me.rjnumaliat Rabel Hardrick
in the January 24 issue. “Birmingham’s
superbusy highway is about to welcome a
new bookstore dealing with economic and
social issues.... Pathfinder coordinator Brian
Taylor says Bessemer Road is the ideal lo-
cation for a Pathfinder Bookstore.... This is
not the best time for small businesses, but
[for] what Pathfinder is and does. it’s actu-
ally prime time.”

Participants in the grand opening donated
more than $600 to help with renovation of
the bookstore. Volunteers have pitched in

 since early January to get the store in shape.

In addition to workers and youth from Bir-

‘mingham who worked on fixing up the

bookstore, a team of Pathfinder supporters
from Atlanta eame over one weekend to help
get the premises ready-te-apen for business.
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How Far W Sfuves Have Come, by Nelson
Mandela and Fidel Castro.

The reps found noticeable interest in
Pathfinder’s titles by South African leader
Melson Mandela on the revolutionary
struggle to overthrow the apartheid regime.
A total of 42 books and pamphlets by
Mandela were ordered. Forty-eight books
of speeches by U.S. revolutionary leader
Malcolm X were also placed and six titles
on the struggle for women's liberation. In
one city center store, a buyer said he wanted
a range of books for his philosophy section.
He ordered one of each title by George
Movack listed in the cptalogue.

A number of buyers said they liked
Pathfinder’s books. One who placed a small
order for a city center storé noted the high
quality of the books. At a campus store the
manager said he was impressed with the
quality of the archive photographs, calling
them “really lovely." He listened to a brief
explanation of the international project of
Pathfinder volunteers to turn the entire
backlist of the publishing house into ready-
to-print digital files. Having begun by say-
ing he would not order any books, he held
up Che Guevara Talks to Young People to
look at. He decided to order two, “if only
because of the quality of the front cover.”

The sales team visited four university
campuses.to meet bookstore buyers and do
some initial work promoting Pathfinder’s list
among academic staff. One visit was to a
large campus library where the acquisitions
libgarian spent considerable time going
through the catalog and showing the team
around the facility. He offered 1o pass the
catalog, together with an order form, to the
political sciences librarian.

Following up on suggestions from book-
store buyers, the volunteer reps met with the
head of the politics department at one uni-
versity who looked through the catalog. He
made further suggestions for the team about
who to contact among his colleagues in Ire-
land and England about ordering Pathfinder
titles. He invited the team to leave catalogs
for the other members of the department.

“Pathfinder was taken seriously and
treated with a lot of respect by buyers and
academics we met,” commented sales team
member Debbie Delange shortly after re-
turning from Ireland. She illustrated this
point with a comment from a campus book-
store buyer who ordered History of the Rus-
sian Revolurion by Leon Trotsky, among
other titles. He said that “no self-respecting
bookstore should be without this book.”

Farmers buy Pathfinder
at protest in Greece,
discuss political struggles

BY GEORGES MEHRABIAN

ATHENS, Greece—Two supporters of
Pathfinder set up a literature table at the
Tembi Pass in Greece during a protest by
farmers (see article page 16). The table con-
tained Greek-languagy'translations of Path-
finder titles as well ag several English-lan-
guage books and the Militant newspaper.
The table was set in front of a roadside res-
taurant not far from the toll booths.

As farmers walked by as they went in for
coffee, refreshments, or some food, several
stopped and took a look at the books. Six
picked up copies of Farmers Face the Cri-
sis of the [990s by Doug Jenness. One
stayed at the table for nearly three-quarters
of ap hour to talk about questions ranging
from the crisis.farmers face in Greece, lo-
the resistance of the Palestinian people and
the U.S. imperialist war in Central Asia.
Another farmer was interested in the ex-
ample of the Cuban Revolution and picked
up a copy of the Greek-language edition of
The Second Declaration of Havana.

The next day the-team of volunteers vis-
ited bookstores in the town of Lanssa, the
largest city in the Thessaly region. Three
bookstores were found that carry a wide

. range of titles, including political books.

One placed an order for T4 Greek-language
books and pamphlets that include the articles
and documents “Impcn:lhsm s March To-
wards Fascism and War,” The Second Dec-
laration of Havana, 1848 To Today: Com-
munism and the Fight for a Popular Revo-
lutionary Government.” Farmers Face the
Crisis of the 1990s, and The Truth Abourt
Yugoslavia: NATO's War againse the Work-
ing People of Yugoslavia.
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Coal bosses devastate workers’ comp pay

Contimied from front page

behind 21 lawsuits filed 10 force the coal
companies to pay up, was disappointed with
the settlement, saying that the amount was
too low. Mot surprisingly, the West Virginia
Coal Association, opposed the agreement
because it *still contends the coal compa-
nies weren't responsible for their subcon-
tractors debts,” according to the Daily Mail,
a big-business newspaper in Charleston,
West Virginia,

Al the same time that the coal bosses were
skirting their workers’ compensation obliga-
tions, the fund fell deeper and deeper into
crisis. In 1995 the Workers® Compensation
Fund had $2.2 billion in “unfunded liabili-
ties.” In response, former West Virginia gov-
ernor Gaston Caperton led an assault on the
workess' compensation law, One of the worst
features included a provision making it harder
for injured workérs to qualify for lifetime
“permanent total disability” benefits.

The employers abused the workers' com-
pensation system and the state went along
with it. “For years, the Workers Compensa-
tion Fund failed 1o collect premiums from
employers, especially mining companies,
amounting to hundreds of millions of dol-
lars in losses,” reported the Gazerre.

Steve White, executive director of ACT,
said, *Injured workers were made to pay for
bad debts of coal companies. And the prob-
lems weren't being corrected. Benefits got
cut, but the problem of companies ndt pay-
ing premiums continued.”

A West Virginia official had an opposite
response. "It was critical 1o address work-
ers’ compensation and its many financial
problems to improve West ¥irginia's bond
rating on Wall Street,” he said. While ACT
was organizing to keep the lawsuits alive, a
concerted effort, led by William Vieweg, a
former Bureau of Employment Commis-
sioner, was made to kill the lawsuits.

Vieweg was an executive and lawyer for
Island Creek Cpal Co. between 1976 and

1986. However, he failed in his attempt to
blame the contractors for the nonpayment
of the unpaid premiums. Echoing this claim,
Bluefield Coal president James Justice said,
*We had no clue, none, that anybody owed
anything until the article came out in the
Charleston Gazerre in December of 1996."

Vieweg's effort was slapped down by a
MecDowell County judge last fall, who said
he had breached his “fiduciary duty,” call-
ing his actions “irresponsible and without
any basis."

Getting away with murder

The facts behind the agreement show how
the coal bosses have been getting away with
murder. In response to a miners' upsurge
around health and safety issues and union
democracy in the 1970s, one of the ways
the coal bosses have sought to break the
United Mine Workers union was through the
use of contractors. Particularly in the south-
ern Appalachian coalfields of Kentucky,
Virginia, and West Virginia, coal companies
began to hire contractors to mine their coal,
thereby shifting the costs of mining onto
smaller companies. In practice this meant
the contractors became responsible for pro-
viding health care, pensions, and workers
compensation benefits.

The “philosophy”™ behind the switch to
widespread use of contractors was spelled
out in a confidential document, “The
Massey Coal Company Doctrine,” which
began circulating in the early 1980s. Ac-
cording to the “doctrine,” less attractive re-
serves, for example low coal seams, should
be mined by contractors. *We are willing
to settle for a smaller but reasonably assured
profit, but avoid the mining risk,” it said.

Reporting on how widespread this prac-
tice became, the Gazerre noted that Massey
and Island Creek used more than 725 dif-
ferent contractors in West Virginia and Ken-
tucky. The paper reported most state agen-
cies “never try to untangle complex corpo-
rate webs, Records show the West Virginia
Workers' Compensation Fund, for example,
has done little in the past to force Massey,
Island Creek and other companies to pay
millions of dollars owed by their contract
miners."”

The move to contractors was carefully
planned out and executed by the big coal
companies. In 1993, Thomas Hoffman, a
Bituminous Coal Operators Association
spokesman who is currently the head of
CONSOL, said, “Look around corporate
America at what people are doing to avoid
health-care and other payments. They're

contracting out work. That’s the whole point
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‘of using coniractors.”

By employing contractors, the coal cor-
porations had other goals ns well, One of
thamost important was to switch linbilities,
often referred to as “legacy costs,” of their
union niners.onto the contractors. For ex-
ample, when a longtime union miner retires
while working for the contractor, that con-
tractor is responsible for paying his pension
and lifetime health benefits. This is how
companies like Massey and Peabody got rid
of their union workers,

Benefits won by union in 1940s

These benefits were won by the union
through hard fought battles in the 1940s. In
the recent period, the union organized a dem-
onstration of 8,000 miners in Washington in
May 2000 to demand that the government
honor its commitment to support lifetime
health benefits for retired coal miners.

In addition, the coal bosses used contrac-
tors to bypass safety regulations contained
in the 1969 Coal Mine, Health and Safety
Act, as well as the 1977 Surface Mining
Control and Reclamation Act, which im-
posed new environmental standards on all
coal companies. These laws were the prod-
uct of a decade-long fight by the United
Mine Workers of America (UMWA).

In all of this the coal companies had one
objective in mind: increase profits. Most
contracts between the large coal companics
and the contractors included the unilateral
right of the coal company to cut prices and
to cancel contracis on short notice. Numer-
ous small contractors were forced to declare
bankruptcy. It was not uncommen for con-
tractors not to pay workers' compensation
premiums, laxes, or royalties to the UMWA,
health and pension funds, and in some cases,
even wages. Miners were left out in the cold
with nothing.

Coniract mining was not a small part of
coal production. [n 1991, coal from contract
mining accounted for 42 percent of all coal
mined in southern West Virginia, enstern
Kentucky, and southwestern West Virginia.
Contractors also accounted for a high per-
centage of injuries and fatalities in the
mines,

From its inception in 1913, the workers’
compensation system has worked poorly
with workers getting the short end of the
stick. The system is based on a “social con-
tract” whereby injured workers are compen-
sated for injuries quickly, and individual
employers are immune from costly injury-
related lawsuits. Even with this favorable
setup, the bosses have been let off the hook
countless times, “For years, the Workers'
Compensation system paid a pittance, or
nothing at all for bodies destroyed in the
mines, mills and factories,” reported the
Gazette,

In addition, the coal bosses have consis-
tently challenged workers' compensation
claims to the point that in recent years 40
to 50 percent of all'cases before the Su-
preme Court have been workers' compen-
sation appeals.

Youth group in

BY JAMES HARRIS

ATLANTA—Chanting, “Inmates are hu-
man not animals,” and “Inmates have rights
too,” 25 people stood outside the Cobb
County Adult Detention Center February 2
protesting the conditions in the jail. As the
demonstrators chanted and held up signs,
inmates crowded into the few tiny windows
that weren't blocked out to wave encour-
agement.

The demonstration was called by New
Order, a group of working-class youth that
has been organizing actions against police
profiling and harassment in the Cobb
County area of Georgia. List October New
Order organized the first demonstration in
anyone’s memory against racial profiling in
the county. They have been active since then
and have caled another demonstration for
February 23,

A number of participants joined the Feb-
ruary 2 action after hearing Gerald Rose,
the founder of New Order, speaking about
the protest on television. Some of the pro-
testers have family members who are cur-
rently incarcerated in the jail_A majority of
the participants have had brushes with the
Cobb County “justice™ system.

A woman who participated with two other
members of her family described conditions
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The most important change in workers’ tompensation came in the aftermath of the

upsurge in miners’ fight for democracy in the late 19605 and early 1970s. The high
point was the black lung strike of 45,000 coal miners in West Virginia in 1969, who
demonstrated in the state capital until a favorable black lung bill was passed. Above,
black lung march in Charleston, West Virginia, February 1969,

The most important change in workers'
compensation came in the aftermath of the
upsurge in miners' fight for democracy in
the lote 19605 and early 1970s. The high
point was the black lung strike of 45,000
coal miners in 1969, who demonsirated in
the West Virginia state capital of Charles-
ton until a favorable black lung bill was
passed.

In the next few years, new laws were
passed forcing the participation of employ-
ers in workers® compensation and increased
funds were allocated for injured workers,

The political importance of the work-
ers’ compensation issue will only increase
in the years ahead as the emplofers inten-
sify their attack on the conditions of coal
miners and other workers in West Virginia.
Last year West Virginia led the nation in
coal mine fatalities with 14, the largest
increase in years and double the fatalities
of the previous year. Nationwide, 42 min-
ers were killed in the mines in 2001. There
is also a big jump in serious health and
safety violations, including those that re-

sult in serious injury.

The West Virginia Office of Miners
Health and Safety and Training is woefully
inadequate. In 2001 West Virginia spént $6.2
million on mine safety, about 34 million less
than Kentucky, which is also under close
scrutiny for safety violations. Under today's
law a killed miner brings no more than a
$200 to $300 fine against the coal boss. For
the first time in two decades there are a sig-
nificant number of young inexperienced
miners in Southern Appalachian coalfields,
As in the past, the fight around safety—from
workers® compensation for industrial inju-
ries, to black lung compensation, to prevent-
ing mine explosion like the one in Alabama
last September—will be growing concerns
for coal miners and coal field communities.
Already this year, four coal miners have
been killed—all of them in the Southern
Appalachian coalfields.

Frank Forrestal is a member of United Mine
Workers of America Local 1248 and works
in southwestern Pennsylvania.

Atlanta demands inmates rights

in the jail, but asked the Militant not to in-
clude her name because she was afraid her
husband could be victimized. She said her
husband and other inmates were underfed,
They are routinely given a single peanut
butter sandwich for lunch and can wait as
long as 10 hours for their next meal.

Two Latinas coming out after a visit nod-
ded their heads in agreement after getting a
translagion of the woman's description of the
conditidns in the prison. They already knew
the words for peanut butter because the man
they were visiting had complained about it.

Denise Watson said that the inmates re-
ceived inadequate medical care. Watson,
whose son had been an inmate, said, “If one
of them has problems-with their teeth they
just pull the tooth. There is no other dental
care or if you need medicine you have to
pay for it.” Watson said prisoners had to pay
£5 for one Tylenol pill. Others nodded in
agreement with her statements.

Black, white, and Latino visitors to in-
mates at the facility were overwhelmingly
friendly to the action. Some spontaneously
joined in. All had stories about the brutal
conditions inside.

Gerald Rose said that for the last several
weeks he has been getting reports that
people are being mistreated in the facility,

*1 have had several calls that the food is cold,
thie water is cold, and inmates are sleeping
on the floor and being bitten by spiders.
There are no recreational or educational fa-
cilities inside,” he said, “There is also evi-
dence that Cobb County will hold a person
for up to 19 months on a misdemeanor
charge without ever seeing a judge.”

Another group that New Order is net-
working with is Mothers Advocating Juve-
nile Justice (MALIL), which held a rally of
close 1o 100 people January 29 to protest
Georgia laws that treat children as adults in
the prison system. The rally olso backed
parole for juveniles.

Under a law passed in Georgia in 1994,
youth between the ages of 13 and 17 con-
victed of certain crimes like armed robbery
must serve a mandatory prison sentence of
10 years with no chagee of parole. Accord-
ing to a MAJJ fact sheet, 94 percent of chil-
dren in the Georgia prison system are Black
and have no right to education or health care,
MAJJ will also be a part of the February 23
demonstration. This action will take place
at 12:00 noon on the comner of South Cobb
Drive and Concord Road. Call (770) 438-
7938 for more information.

James Harris is a textile warker in Atlanta.



Bosnians protest
U.S. taking six men
to cages in Cuba

BY ROGER CALERO

The Bosnian government's decision 1o
hand over six men to U.S. authorities has
provoked a strong reaction among the ma-
Jority Muslim population in Sarajevo, The
six were accused of being linked 1o an al
Qaeda network that planned attacks against
the U.S. embassy and American military
facilities in Bosnia,

Despite the decision by a Bosnian coun
1o release them for lack of evidence of their
involvement in any terrorst attacks, the six
men were given o U.S. forces and 1aken 1o
the American naval base at Guantanamo,
Cuba. Both the U.S. and Bosnian authori-
ties insisted that the six still represent “a
credible threat”

The news that six men rounded up in
Bosnia are among the 100 being kept in
Ciuantinamo in chicken-wire cages—con-
stantly shackled and handeufTed—is at odds
with Washingtons portrayal of the camp as
a jail for “unlawful combatants™ captured
in Afghanistan. The U.S. government re-
fused to classify the men as prisoners of war
or guaraniee they will be treated under pro-
visions of the Geneva Convention.

On January 18, the day the accused men
were transferred to custody of U.S. authori-
ties, some 300 people—including family
members, friends and other supporters
attempted to block the move by demonstrat-
ing in front of the jail in Sarajevo where the
six had been held since October, One day
earlier a Bosnian court had granted an or-
der against the deportation of four of the
men. The demonstrators were dispersed by
police armed in not géar.

Of the six, five are originally from
Algiers, and one from Yemen. All are mar-
ried to Bosnian women., Many of the pro-
tests against their deportation have been
spearheaded by their wives.

The deportations were made possible
when the Bosnian government decided to
strip the five men of their Bosnian citizen-
ship. This has generated wider outrage
among the Muslim population. Many see
these moves as part of the broader attacks
on their rights and the growing U5, inter-
vention and control of Bosnian institutions.

Although the country has a government,
the imperialisi-backed United Nations ad-
ministration effectively govemns the lermitory,
can overrule any institution, and even has
the power to remove elected officials.

“The Americans wanted the Algerians
and got them,” said Viado Adamovic, a
Bosnian Supreme Court judge quoted in the
Washington Post January 31, “As a citizen,
all | can say is it was an extra-legal proce-
dure,” he added. The same anticle in the Post
described the cover of a popular Bosnian
magazine depicting the figure of Uncle Sam
urinating on the country’s constitution and
the European Human Rights Convention,

Washington and other European powers
have demanded the Bosnian government de-
port Muslims who came to Bosnia in the early

1990s 1o fight on the side of the Bosnian army
against Serbian forces. The imperialists claim
that hundreds of Islamic militanis residing
in Bosnia have twmed the country into a
springboard for terrorist activities,

So far at least 20 people have been ar-
rested by Bosnian and NATO authorities,
whao have launched investigations of Islamic
humanitarian organizations. Last Oclober
NATO troops raided the office of a charity
supported by the Saudi government. The
squad confiscated computer equipment and
arrested two Bosnian employees, Some 104
Arab residents have had their citizenship
revoked as part of the Bosnian government s
“antiterrorist™ policies, and even former
military commanders who fought on
Bosnia’s side have faced deportation,

“What the previous government has been
doing is something that we won't stand for,”
said the acting interior minister of Bosma-
Herzegovina, referring to the presence of
immigrants. *We are going to correct that,”
he added.

Washington has praised the Bosnian
government’s moves against the Islamic
groups. “We deeply appreciate thgir efforts
both to protect our safety and to promote
securily in your country,” said the U.S. am-
bassador in Bosnia,

The arrests have fueled criticism of what
many see as the imperialists’ double stan-
dard in relation to the capture of Bosnian
Serb leaders accused of atrocities against
Bosnian Muslims.

In response, Washington announced that
it would “redouble” efforts to caich 1wo
Serbs indicted in 1995 for war crimes.
Claiming that their renewed campaign o

Above, wives of the six men
sent to Guantinamo, Cuba,
were among those who pro-
tested the deportations out-
side Bosnian government
building in Sarajevo on
January 26. Right, police
attack an earlier protest.

capture the two war criminals
has nothing to do with the
discontent generated by the
arrests and deportations of
Muslim citizens, the Ameri-
can embassy plastered the
city of Sarajevo with posters
offering up 1o 85 million for
information about the two. Efforts by the
impernialist rulers to “bring to justice™ those
they deem war criminals has been pant of
its justification for U.S, and NATO military
intervention in the region.

Currently, there are approximately 21,000
NATO-led troops in Bosnia, including 3,100

LS. soldiers. Under the guise of “keeping
peace” in the region, the imperialist occu-
pying forces have used their military pres-
ence to advance imperialism’s goal of weak-
ening and ultimately reversing the conquests
of the 1940s workers and peasants revolu-
tion inYugoslavia that overthrew capitalism

Miners union opposes proposed cuts in safety

BY ROGER CALERO

In response 1o the budget proposals re-
leased by the Bush administration, United
Mine Workers of America (UMWA) presi-
dent Cecil Roberts released a statement Feb-
ruary 5. Roberts challenged aspects of the
proposal that will stand out to working
people, such as cuts in workplace training
and safety programs and reduction in fed-
eral safety inspectors and enforcement agen-
cies.

“On September 23, 2001, the UMWA
mourned the deaths of 13 heroes who per-
ished in a series of explosions at a Jim Walter
Resources coal mine in Brookwood, Ala-
bama,” said Roberts. “For three years
straight, coal mining deaths nationwide have
been on the rise. In response to that reality,
the Bush administration is now proposing
to deeply cut money to the agency charged
with policing America’s coal mines in an
effort 1o reduce the number of accidents and
fatalities. This is definitely not the direction
we should be taking.”

*We may never know if one more MSHA

Washington sharpens trade weapon

Continued from Page 3 i1
such as sugar, soybeans, and orange juice.

Brazil's president, Fernando Henrigue
Cardoso, said that the United States “has
recently passed fast-track for FTAA nego-
tintions, but with conditions which, if they
are taken to the letter, mean that there would
be no FTAA"

These measures coincide  with
Washinglon's preparations lo pass a 8175
billion 10-year subsidy program for the larg-
est capitalist farmers and agricultural busi-
nesses in the United States,

Moting moves by the European Union to
cut subsidies to farmers on the continent,
an article in Barron s reported that “major
agriculture-producing nations [that] ook a
more aggressive stance in the WTO [World
Trade Organization] ministerial talks last
MNovember in Qatar...are now pressing the
LS. on its own agricultural protectionism,
Brazil's agricultural minister, Pratini de
Moraes, said Brazil won't take part in dis-
cussions for a Free Trade of the Americas
until the U.S. reviews subsidies to its farm-

ers. Brazil is considering filing formal com-
plaints with the WTO over LS. protection
of its soybean and cotton indusiries.”

A recent USDA report on subsidies drew
the ire of agribusinesses by presenting the
fact that most such payments go to the
wealthiest farmers,

Washington again showed its hard-nosed
approach to trade competition from its “al-
lies™ during a January visit by Turkish Prime
Minister Bulent Ecevit. A January 17 article
in the Wall Streer Jowrnal stated that “de-
spite its importance as a polential ally
against Irag, Turkey joined a lengthening list
of anti-terror allies that have come away
empty-handed trying to win trade conces-
sions from the U.S."

Ecevit had little to show after urging Wash-
ington to open up its markets to Turkish steel
and textile imponts. Instead, Washington said
it would urge the International Monetary
Fund to loan the country more money. On
February 4 the IMF announced a $16 billion
package of loans for Turkey, déepening its
debt bondage to ULS, imperialism.

[Mine and Safety Health Administration]
inspection might have saved the lives of
those 13 heroes who died last September
or the 29 other miners who were killed na-
tionwide in 20001—but it could have,” he
continued. “1 challenge President Bush to
publicly reconcile how—in the face of ris-
ing coal mine accidents and fatalities—he
can justify cutting funds desperately needed
to enforce America’s mine safety and health
laws,” wrote the union official.

Among the cuts, the Bush administration
is pushing for a 87 million reduction in fund-
ing for safety enforcement along with elimi-
nating 65 MSHA inspectors overseeing coal
mines.

Further undermining safety on the job,
Bush secks to chop 59 million in programs
run by the Labor Department’s Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Administration
{OSHA) at the same time that he demands

the agency increase the number of work- -,
place inspections from 36,400 to 37,700 for
the next fiscal year.

Along with eliminating all funding for the
Migrant and Seasonal Farmworkers pro-
gram, the Bush administration is also pro-
posing cuts in the Office of Federal Con-
tract Compliance. This office is responsible
for overseeing affirmative action and other
programs concerning discrimination on the
job by federal contractors. The budget ax
may also fall on the Women's Bureau, which
deals with problems and concerns of women
in the workplace.

Seeking to increase governmenl interven-
tion in the unions, the Bush administration
has included 13 percent and 9 percent in-
creases for the Office of Labor-Management
Standards and the Office of Inspector Gen-
eral respectively. These agencies are respon-
sible for auditing and investigating unions.

Hundreds condemn cop shooting

Continued from front page

the youth was gunned down, The route was
heavily policed and participants in the pro-
test were quick o express their anger and
determination in a mixture of English,
French, and Creole. Chants of “"NYPD—
murderers!™ and “Mo justice, no peace!™
were joined by “Nou Wé" Creole for “We
witness"—pointing the finger of responsi-
bility for the killing, and previous cop kill-
ings and assaulls, straight at the New York
Police Department.

The cops have said 1o the media that they
shot Lowisgene in self-defense, claiming he
charged them with a knife and a stick. Police
Commissioner Raymond Kelly said at the
time of the shooting that Louisgene had been
behaving in a “deranged™ manner.

Al the protest those who knew Louisgene
said the police portrayal of the victim had
nothing to do with the man they knew. Some
pointed out that the young worker only
weighed 115 pounds and could not be con-
sidered a-threat 1o well-armed police.
Louisgene, who was born in Haiti and had
lived in the United States for nine years,
worked at a CVS drug store.

Abellard Louisgene told the Daify Chal-
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fenge that the family hasn™t "heard anything
from the police side, except the ysual, Bul
we have a lot of community support.”

The protest came only two days before
an action 1o mark the third anniversary of
the police killing of Amadou Diallo in 1999,
This killing followed the brutal torture of
fellow Haitian Abner Louima. Police also
killed Patrick Dorismond, a young Haitian-
American, in March 2000,

Dahoud Andre of the Haitian Coalition
for Justice explained that the protests “don't
end with the funeral” In a phone conversa-
tion with the Militant he said future actions
are being planned.,

Participants in the protest, including
members of the Haitian Coalition for Jus-
tice, the Haiti Support Network, and the
Alliance of Haitian Immigrams, are deter-
mined to follow through on the appeal made
by Abellard Louisgene.

On Radio Lakay two days gfier her
brother's killing, she called on the whole
community “to help us in this fight for jus-
tice. We must put an end to these assassina-
tions.”

Sara Katz contributed 1o this article
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This mass of humanity has said ‘enough’

40 years ago, Second Declaration of Havana resounded through Americas

This moath marks the 40th anmiversary of
the Second Declaration of Havana. Printed
below is an excerpt from the final pages of
the declaration, printed by Pathfinder Press.

The declaration was widely discussed by
working people in Cuba and approved by
acclamation after being delivered by Fidel
Castro to a rally of one million in Flavana
Feb. 4, 1962. The perspectives in the anti-
capitalist document struck throughout the
Americas like a bolt of lightning because
they cut through decades of lies and distor-
tions and illuminated the centuries of
struggle against colonial and imperialist
domination of Latin America and the Car-
ibbean. The declaration points to the ex-
ample of the Cubam Revolution as the way
forward for the oppressed and exploited in
the Americas and worldwide,

Three years earlier, on Jan. |, 1959, rebel
forces led by Fidel Castro, Ernesio Che
Guevara, Camilo Cienfuégos, and others had
overthrown the U.5 -backed dictatorship of
Fulgencio Batista and paved the way for a
governnrent représenting the class interests
of workers and farmers.

In May of that year the Cuban Revolu-
lion initiated a deep-going agrarian reform,
confiscating the large landed estates of for-
eign and Cuban owners and distributing land
titles to hundreds of thousands of peasanis.
By late 1960, through mass mobilizations
of workers and peasafis, Cuba had nation-
alized the country’s mines, mills, factories,
and banks and opened the first socialist revo-
lution in the Americas,

OnApril 19, 1961, U.S. imperialism suf-
fered its first military defeat in the Ameri-
cas, as the Cuban Revolutionary Armed
Forces and popular militias, defending their
revolution, crushed within 72 hours the
U.S.-organized mercenary invasion al the
Bay of Pigs.

The invasion was Till'l of an acceleration
of hostile acts by the billionairé ruling fami-
lies of the United Sfates and their govern-
ment in Washington. The Second Declara-
tion of Havana a year later came days after
Cuba had been expelled at Washington's be-
hest from the Organization of American
States (OAS). The OAS called on govern-
ments in the hemisphere to cut all econamic
and diplomatic ties with Cuba. On February
3, just one day earlier, Washington had im-
posed a trade embargo against Cuba, a policy
that remains in place today, forty years later.

This pamphlet is copyright © 1994 by
Pathfinder Press, reprinted by permission,

>

To the accusation that Cuba wants 1o ex-
port its revolution, we reply: Revolutions are
not exported, they are made. by the people.

What Cuba can give to the peoples, and
has already given, is ijs'example.

And what does the Cuban revolution
teach? That revolution is possible, that the
people can make it, that in the contemporary
world there are no forces capable of halting
the liberation movement of the peoples.

Our triumph would never have been fea-
sible if the revolution itself had not been in-
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From the
Escambray
to the Congo

IN THE WHIRLWIND OF
THE CUBAN REVOLUTION

“We were ready to die to bring
down the Batista dictatorship,”
says Cuban revolutionary Victor
Dreke, “but we didn"t know the
first thing about revolution.”

In his account of how easy it became
after the 1959 victory of the Cuban
Revolution to “take down the rope” that
for decades had segregated blacks from
whites at danges in town squares, yet
how enormous was the battle to trans-
form the social relations underlying this
and all the other “ropes” inherited from
colonialism, capitalism, and Yankee domi-
nation, Victor Dreke captures the histori-

——C

Bohemia

Cuban workers sign the Second Declaration of Havana, February 1962,

exorably destined to arise out of existing con-
djtions in our socioeconomic reality, a real-
ity that exists to an even greater degree ina
good number of Latin American countries,

It inevitably occurs that in the nations
where the contfol of the Yankee monopo-
lies is strongest, the exploitation of the oli-
garchy cruelest, and the situation of the la-
boring and peasant masses most unbearable,
the-political power appears most solid. The
state of siege becomes habitual, every mani-
festation of discontent by the masses is re-
pressed by force. The democratic path is
closed completely. The brutal character of
dictatorship, the form of rule adopted by the
ruling classes, reveals itsell more clearly
than ever. It is then that the revolutionary
explosion of the peoples becomes inevitable,

Although it is true that in those underde-
veloped countries of America the working
class generally is relatively small, there is a
social class which, because of the subhu-
man conditions in which it lives, constitutes
a potential force that, led by the workers and
the revolutionary intellectuals, has a deci-
sive importance in the struggle for national
liberation: the peasants.

Our countries combine the circumstances
of an underdeveloped industry with. those
of an agrarian regime of a feudal character.
That is why, with all the hardships of the
conditions of life of the urban workers, the
rural population lives in even more horrible
conditions of ogpression and exploitation.
But it is also, with exceptions, the absolute
majority sector, at limes exceeding 70 per-
cent of the Latin American population.

Discounting the landlords, who often re-
side in the citied, the rest of that great mass
gains its livelihood working ds peons on the
haciendas for the most miserable wages, or
work the land under conditions of exploita-
tion that in no manner put the Middle Ages
to shame. These circumstances are those
which determine that in Latin America_the

cal challenge of our
epoch.

At the heart of
this.book lies the
willingness, deter-
mination, and cre-
ative joy with
which Cuba's

Fscambray
working people L oy
have, for more
than forty years,
defended their revolutionary course against
the imperialist bastion to the north
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rural poor constitute a tremendous poten-
tial revolutionary force.

The armies, the force on which the power
of the exploiting classes rest, are built and
equipped for conventional war. However,
they become absolutely impotent when they
have to confront the irregular struggle of the
peasants on their own terrain. They lose ten
men for each revolytionary fighteg who falls,
and demoralization spreads rapidly among
them-from having to face an invisible and
invincible enemy .who does not offer them
the opportunity of showing off their acad-
emy lactics and their swaggering, which
they use so much in military displays to curb
the workers and students in the cities.

The initial struggle by small combat units
is incessantly fed by new forces, the mass
movement begins, and the old order little by
little starts to break into a thousand pieces,
That 15 the moment when the working class
and the urban masses decide the battle,

What is it that from the beginning of the
struggle of those first nuclei, makes them
invincible, regardless of the numbers, power,
and resources of their engmies? The aid of
the people, and they will be able to count

on that help of the people on an ever grow-

ing scale,

But the peasaniry is a class which, be-
cause of the uncultured state In ‘which it is
kept and the isolation in which it lives, needs
the revolutionary and political leadership of
the working class and the revolutionary in-
tellectuals, for without them it would not
by itself be able 1o plunge into the struggle

and achieve victory.

National bourgeoisie cannot lead

In the actuat historical conditions of Latin
America, the national bourgeoisie cannot
lead the antifeudal and anti-imperialist
struggle. Experience shows that in our na-
tions that class, even when its interests are

.in contradiction to those of Yankee imperi-

alism, has been incapable of confronting it,

for the national bourgeoisie is parabyzed by

fear of social revolution and frightened by
the cry of the exploited masses.

Facing the dilemma of imperialism or
revolution, only its most progressive layers

" will be with the people.

The current world correlation of forces
and the universal movement for the libera-
tion of the colonial and dependent peoples
points out to the working class and the revo-
lutionary intellectuals of Latin America their
true role, which is to place themselves reso-
lutely in the vanguard of the struggle against
imperialism and feudalism,

Imperialism, utilizing the great movie
monopolies, its news services, its periodi-
cals, books, and reactionary newspapers,
resorts to the most subtle lies 10 sow
divisionism and inculcate among the most
ignorant people fear and superstition against
revolutionary ideas that can and should
frighten only the powerful exploiters with
their worldly interésts and privileges.

Divisionism, a product of all kinds ol
prejudices, false ideas, and lies; sectarian-
ism, dogmatism, a lack of broadness in ana-
lyzing the role of each social layer, ils par-
ties, organizations, and leaders—these ob-
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struct the necessary unity of action of the
democratic and progressive forces of our
peoples, They are defects of growth, infan-
tile sicknesses of the revolutionary move-
ment that must be left behind. In the
antifeudal and anti-imperialist struggle it is
possible to bring the majority of the people
resolutely behind goals of liberation that
unite the spirit of the working class, the peas-
ants, the intellectual workers, the petty bour-
geoisie, and the most progressive layers of
the national bourgeoisie. These sectors com-
prise the immense majority of the popula-
tion and join together great social forces
capable of sweeping out the imperialist and
reactionary feudal rule. In that broad move-
ment they can and must struggle together
for the good of our nations, for the good of
our peoples, and for the good of the Ameri-
cas, from the old Marxist militant, right up
1o the sincere Catholic who has nothing to
do with the Yankee monopolists and the feu-
dal lords of the land.

That movement would pull alongside it
the most progressive elements of the armed
forces, also humiliated by the Yankee mili-
tary missions, the betrayal of national inter-
ests by the feudal oligarchies, and the sacri-
fice of national sovereignty o Washinglon's
dictates.

Where the roads for the peoples are
closed, where the repression of workers and
peasants is fierce, where the rule ol the Yan-
kee monopolists is strongest, the first and
most important task is 1o understand that it
is neither honorable nor correct o beguile
people with the fallacious and convenient
illusion of uprooting—by legal means that
do not amd will not exist—ruling classes that
are entrenched in all the state positions,
monopolizing education, owning all the
means of information, possessing infinite
financial resources—a power that the mo-
nopolies and oligarchies will defend with
blood and fire and with the might of their
police and armies,

The duty of every revolutionist

The duty of every revolutionist is to make
the revolution. It is known that the revolu-
tion will triumph in the Americas and
throughout the world, but it is not for revis
lutionists to sit in the doorways of their
houses walting for the corpse of imperial-
ism to pass by, The role of Job does not suit
a revolutionist, Each year thist the liberation
of Latin America is speeded up will mean
the lives of millions of children saved, mil-
lions of intellects saved for culture, an infi-
nite quantity of pain spared the people. Even
if the Yankee imperialists prepare a bloody

" drama for Latin America, they will not suc-

ceed ingrushing the peoples’ struggles; they
Continued on Page 14

From Patkfinder
The Second
Declaration of Havana
with the First Decdaration of Havana

Two declarations by the Cuban people
to the oppressed and exploited through-
out the Americas—each of them ap-
proved by accla-
mation af rallies of
more than a mil
lion people~The
First Declaration of
Havana, issued in
September 1960,
proclaims "the
right of the peas-
ants to the land,
the right of the
: . workers to the
fruit of their labor; and the right of na-
tions to nationalize the imperialist mongo-
polies. " The second declaration, from Feb-
ruary 1962, is a call for continent-wide '
revolutionary struggle, "What does the
Cuban Revolution teach?” it asks. "That
revolution is possible.” Booklet $4.50
Also available in French and Spanish

Avallable at bookstores bsted on page 12,
or visit www pathfinderpress.com
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‘The right to speak
your mind is the
most basic right’

BY JAMES HARRIS

VALDOSTA, Georgia—Michael ltalie, a
Miami garment worker who is fighting his
political firing from his job as a sewing
machine operator at Goodwill Industries in
Miami, presented his case to a January 26
meeting of about 30 members of ‘the
People’s Tribunal of Valdosta. The-People’s

“ribunal is a civil rights organization based
in southern Georgia made up of farmers and
rural workers .

The meeting wgs called to hear from lalie
and New Order, a group of youth who are
active in the'working-class communities of
Smyrma and Marietta, Georgia, and who
organize to fight against police profiling and
harassment.

MNew Order endorses ltalie's fight. A 15-
person van of lalie supporiers and New
Order members made the four-hour drive
to Valdosta for the meeting.

Members of New Order spoke at the
event, inviting everyone to a February 23
demonstration against police profiling in
Cobb County. Founder Gerald Rose said that
it was important for the two groups to begin
working together and supporting each other.
New Order would definitely be getting back
down to Valdosta to work with the Tribu-
nal, he said.

Willie Head, vice president of the
People's Tribunal, introduced halie as
“someone he met a few years ago™ in the
fight to get justice for Willie James Will-
iams, a Black man who was killed in police
custody. ltalie wrote several articles on the
fight for the Milirant and participated in
marches and rallies around the case,

“The test of a man's character is not de
termined by the comfort in his life but in
his discomfort.” said Head in introducing
Italie to the group.

ltalie said that he had first become awidre
of the Peaplg's Tribunal backin 1999 when
he read a report in the Atlanta Journal-Con-
siftution of a southern Georgia demonstra-
tion-of 1,200 people. “Although there are
many incidents of police killings,” he said,
“the important thing is when people stand
up to fight dgainst it. It is important because
when people see others like them-standing
up for their rights and fighting back it gives
them the courage to do the same thing. This
is the same for the fight | now find myself

in," said ltalie.

ltalie recounted for the audience the facts
arpund his fight. “As a candidate for mayor
of the gity of Miami | spoke out in favor of
the Cuban Revolution, for the right of work-
ers 1o form unions, and against the war in
Afghanistan. This proved too much for my
employer, Goodwill Industries. | was fired
explicitly for my political ideas.”

Italie also explained that he had cam-
paigned for an increase in the minimum
wage. Many of his coworkers at Goodwill
earn the minimum or less, he said, noting
that disabled workegs employed by Good-
will sometimes take home less than $75 for
two weeks” work.,

At the end of the meeting People’s Tri-
bunal president Rev. Floyd Rose thanked
both Italie and the members of New Order.
*The right to speak your mind is the most
basic right that you have and the fight that
Michael ltalie js waging is one that is im-
portant for us all,” Rose said,

Most of those present signed up to be-
come endorsers of the ltalie defense com-
mittee. Jarvis Young, a 16 year old who
works at a McDonalds in the area, told [talie
that * | can really relate to what you said
about the minimum wage. That's what we
make where [ work and it's just not enough.”
Young signed up to become part of the ef-
fort.

*This is a very important fight,” said Ja-
son Deveaux, a 22-year-old machine opera-
tor from Smyma who made the trip. “Work-
ers should not have to choose between our
right 1o freedom of speech and our right to
a job. Working people should not have to
worry if their job is secure if they disagree
with something. This is a big question.”

James Harris is a textile warker in Atlanra,
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BY DAN FEIN
AND LAURA ANDERSON
MELVILLE, New York—More than
50 striking nurses pickated the Catholic
Health of Long Island corporaié offices
here to publicize their fight for a new con-
tract. The workers, members of the New
York State NMurses Association, have been
on strike for 71 days. They held signs
demanding an end to forced overtime,
The 474 nurses went on strike Novem-
ber 26 against St. Catherine's of Sienpa
Medical Center in nearby Smithtown.
The strike remains strong and spirited,
with only 30 workers having crossed the
picket line.

Strike by New York nurses is solid

B

Striking nurses on picket line on Long Island February 4

/
/
f/

[
Militant'Carole Lesnick

Maureen Kavanagh said she started
waork last May and had to work 16 hours
her first day after orientation. “1 wanted
to get at least a year experience in hospi-
tal work,” she said, noting that the strike
i4 “not what 1 expected.” She explained
that “nurses gnly have five minutes to
feed the elderly at St. Catherine’s, By the
time these patients leave the hospital and
go back to the nursing home, they have
lost a lot of weight."

Wendy Farrar, whe has 21 years se-
niority and works in the obstetrics unit,
said that if nurses “don’t deal with the
issue of forced overtime, our profession
will not endure.”

Colorado coal miners back workers’ rights fight

BY JACK PARKER

CRAIG, Colorado—"It has recently
come to my attention that Mike [talie has
been terminated frdm his job at Goodwill
Industries,” wrote Ed Hinkle, of United
Mine Workers (UMWA) Local 1984 at the
Deserado mine in western Colorado in a let-

ter to Miami mayor Joseph Carollo.

“] am a coal miner, meéember of the
UMWA and vocal in the union,” Hinkle con
tinued in the January 17 statement. “1f Mr.
Italie can lose his job for voicing an oppos-,
ing opinion, | feel that I and all of my fel-
low workers.can lose theirs for voicing their

‘We want to defend the First Amendment’

BY BILL KALMAN .

SAN JOSE, California—"Last fall we got
tired of all those American flags on the over-
passes,” Amy Courtngy said. “So on Movem-
ber 27 Cassandra [Brown) and | hung a ban-
ner that read ‘At What Cost?* over High-
way 17 in Santa Cruz, next to a U.S. flag
and another banner that said, *Santa Cruz
Loves New York.™

Shortly after their banner went up it was
removed by local cops, who left the U.S.
flag and second banner in place. The cops

said that they were enforcing a California
Department of Transportation (Caltrans)
policy banning “unauthorized™ signs along
freeway overpasses.

“We felt that our rights were violated, so
a month later we put the banner back up,
along with another one that read *Are You
Buying This War?"" Courtney said. The ban-
ners were again removed by Caltrans, while
the U.S. flags remained.

Courtney and Brown filed suit against
Caltrans, arguing that the policy was dis-

From Fthimeter

Origin of the Family, Private

Property, and the State
Frederick Engels

Includes the appendix, “The Part Played by Labor in the Transi-
tion from Ape Lo Man,” in which Engels explains that capitalist
production; including agriculture, is concerned with only "the
maost immediate results.” As long as the “usual coveted profit” is
made, the capitalist is satisffed and unconcerned with human,
environmental, or other consequences. $17.95

Lenin’'s Final Fight
Speeches and Writings, 1922-23

In the course of his final fight to maintain the communist course of the Bolshevik
Party, Lenin discusses tasks of establishing public education, literacy, electrification

and industrialization as bases for strengthening the alliance between the

ng class

and the peasantry and joining the international fight for socialism. Compiles speeches,
articles, and other documents from this period, Also available in Spanish. $19.95

Available from bookstores, including those listed on page 12 or visil
www.pathfinderpress.com,
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criminatory and violated their First Amend-
ment rights. Caltrans had insisted that their
action was dictated by “safety concemns,” not
political content. On January 30 U.5. Dis-
trict Judge Ronald Whyte issued a prelimi-
nary injunction against the stale agency,
writing that the Caltrans policy “is not view-
point neutral” and is unconstitutional.

Caltrans officials reacted by saying that
they would bar all banners, signs, and flags
from overpasses. Courtney disagreed with
this approach in an interview in the San Jose
Mercury News, 1t would be an unfortunate
outcome if Caltrans decided to deal with this
order by saying ‘No flags, no nothing," she
said. “Hopefully, their new policy will al-
low: for open and robust discussion. It's be-
come more than our banner—at this stage,
we want to be defending the First Amend-
ment.”

The Caltrans lawsuit has sparked a back
and forth discussion in area newspapers. The
Sacramento Bee editorialized in favor of the
judge's decision, writing, “Ever may it
wave—but not over the freeway.” The San
Jose Mercury News has printed a number
of letters to the editor, both for and against
the decision. One woman wrote, “The
banners...encourage us to consider the con-
sequences ofthe course our government has
chosen to take in the war on terrorism.”

In a statement issued in support of the
case of lalie, Courtney and Brown ex-
plained, “We are the true defenders of de-
mocracy, those of us who defend a worker's
right to a political ideology both on and off
the job. We will not be silenced ahd we are
infinitely grateful to leamn that you will not
be silenced either.”

opinion. Even though | oppose his views on
Afghanistan, [ feel that he has a right as an
American to publicly voice his political
views without losing his livelihood.”

“As mayor of Miami, representing all the
people of Miami, it is your responsibility to
address this wrong," Hinkle wrote. 1 re-
spectfully request that you show your sup-
port for the constitution of the United States
s0 as no one has the fear to lose their job for
expressing their political views."

In a letter to_the Committee 1o Defend
Freedom of Speech and the Bill of Rights
in Miami, Lawrence Oliver, president of
UMWA Local 1332 at the McKinley mine
in Tse Bonito, New Mexico, expressed a
similar point of view. He said, "“The United
Mine Workers of America, Local 1332, Dis-
trict 22, at its meeting on January 17, 2002
approved to endorse Michael Italie’s fight
to defend his constitutional right, freedom
to free speech and civil liberties.

“The local union speaks out against the
injustices placed on working families. Mis-
treatment by Goodwill Industries hits the
core of our democratic society and is a bla-
tant and immoral assault on our constitu-
tional rights.”

“These two letters mark a step forward
in the fight. to get Mike Italie’s job back,”
said Jason Alessio, also a member of
UMWA:-1984 at Deserado. *Both Ed Hinkle
and the miners at McKinley were involved
in important strikes in the last few"years.”

The Deserado rhiners struck Blue Moun-
tain Energy for 11 weeks in 1999 over re-
tirement benefits. The following year, the
McKinley miners waged a 12-week strike
against Pittsburg & Midway Coal to defend
the eight-hour day.

“Coal miners in western Colorado who
are part of the effort to get Italie's job back
thought that workers who had gone through
these experiences would respond to the [talie
case,” said Alessio. “"We were right.”

Socialist workers in the area are also plan-
ning a trip to Kemmerer, Wyoming, to talk
about [talie's fight with a number of former
P&M strikers who work at the Kemmerer
mine. “We think we will get a good response
from them as well," Alessio said.



Bay Area unionists
hit political firing of
socialist worker

Continued from front page

Pastrana told the Miami Herald that he dis-
missed Italie because “we cannot hgve any-
ane who is attempting to subven the United
States of America” work at the plant.

Goodwill did not contest Italie's filing for
anemployment benefits, and the State of
Florida Unemployment Compensation Pro-
zram stated in awarding ltalic’s benefits that
the “claimant was discharged because of
political views. No information has been
submitted which substantiates misconduct.”
Supporters of workers' rights and ltalie's
fight have formed the Committee to Defend
Freedom of Speech and the Bill of Rights,
which is sponsoring his nationwide tour.

Many people in the Bay Area were able
to learn about ltalie's struggle January 28
on radio station KPFA's popular interview
program “Living Room,” hosted by Kris
Welch. ltalie speke along with, Alia
Atawneh, a Palestinian now living in the
United States. Atawneh is fighting her Oc-
tober 9 firing by Macy's department store.
She says she was singled out by the bosses
bécause of her nationality.

The public event here the following day
was held at the Quaker Meeting House in
downtown San Francisco. ltalie explained
the working conditions at Goodwill, a non-
union empleyer, and the support he has won
across the country in his fight against the
political firing. The socialist pointed to a
number of other cases of workers, students,
and teachers he has met who are standing
up to the employers and the government to
protest victimization similar to what he
faced at the hands of the Goodwill bosses.

“The execution today of Stephen Waype
Anderson by the State of California fits in
with the ruling-class attacks on workers’
rights,” ltalie said. “Pain of death is the ulti-
mate penalty that the rulers use against
working people.” State govemor Gray Davis
had wmed down Anderson’s clemency pe-
tition January 26.

“It is working people who are the targets
of the rulers campaigns against ‘crime’ and
“terrorism,”™” halic said. “U.S. povernment

officials are floating the idea of legalized
torture, both at Camp X-Ray and here at
home. This is directed against workers and
farmers in this country.”

Denise Alvarado, a membier of Comité 98
that organizes solidarity with the struggles
of the Puerto Ricgn people, alsospoke at the
meeting. She pointed out how the protesters
on Vieques who are opposing the U.S. Navy's
use of the island for mock invasions and tar-
get practice have been brutalized by U.S.
marshals and Navy personnel for the crime
of trespassing on their own land.

“There have been 1,200 arrests in the last
two years,” she said. "We have to stand to-
gether to fight unjust abuses.” She also ex-
plained that her organization is raising funds
to travel to'Cuba this March to attend the
“Tear Down the Walls” conference, orga-
nized as part of the struggle to win amnesty
for political prisoners held in U.S. jails.

Fight of airport screeners

In the discussion period, Daz Lamparas
who has endorsed ltalie’s. fight and is an
organizer with Service Empldyees Interna-
tional Union (SEIU), explained another as-
pect of Washington's assault on workers®
rights.

Last November, Congress passed the
Aviation and Transportation Security Act,
which mandates that the 28,000 workers at
airports who screen bags be replaced by next
November with a federalized workforce.
Those employed must show proof of U.S.
citizenship.

“The SEIU has filed a lawsuit on behalf
of nine streeners against this law, which
violates the ‘due process’ provisions of the
Fifth Amendment,” Lamparas said. It is es-
timated that a quarier of screeners around
the country are not U.S. citizens, and that in
California some 40 percent of the screeners
at the LosAngeles and San Jose airports are
non-citizens. The number rises to 80 per-
cent at the San Francisco International air-
port. Many of the screener workers are Fili-
pinos.

The SEIU lawsuit, filed together witl'the

American Civil Liberties Union of South-
em California and the MNational Asian Pa-
cific American Legal Consortium, aims to
have this law struck down for being uncon-
stitutional and discriminatory.

*Workers produce the wealth’

In San Jose, supporters of ltalie's fight
held a public event at the SEIU Local 1877/
Janitors for Justice union hall. Joining halie
on the platform was Alia Atawneh; Jost
Sandoval, central organizer of the rolling
demonstrations demanding drivers licenses
for immigrant workers; John Fogarty, west-
ern regional representative of the Irish
American Unity Conference; Dave Wald, a
member of Informed, which organizes soli-
darity with the Cuban Revolution; and Rick
Trujillo, a transit work®r who helped orga-
nize the meeting, and Amy Courtney and
Cassandra Brown, who had’ just won a free
speech lawsuil. The speakers expressed their
solidarity with Italie and spoke about the
struggles they were involved in.

Zak Khanfar explained that his wife Alia
was fired “because she explained that Pal-
estinians did not like the U.S. suppon for
Israel. The U.S. is shifting towards what we
lived with back home.” he said, “*More mili-
tarization and spying.” '

In the discussion period a friend of Alia’s,

Dairy farmer: ‘I support freedom of speech’

The following written statements were
read at the public meetings in San Fran-
cisco and San Jose supporting the Michael
Italie defense case.

Amy Dean, executive director, Santa
Clara County/South Bay Labor Council,
San Jose, California:

“A boss’s disagreement with the political
opinions expressed by an employee is not.
cause for dismissal and should not sit well
with any trade unionist. In this case brother
Michael Italie, a sewing machine operator
in a nonunion plant and a candidate who
qualified for ballot status for the office of
mayor of Miami, Florida, was fired for prac-
ticing the same rights all of us use and de-
pend on everyday: namely, free speech.

The proud and long-standing tradition of
the Santa Clara County/South Bay Labor
Council is to oppose infringements on the
Bill of Rights in any form. The First Amend-
ment right to free speech should never come
at the expense of losing your job.

Under union protection, any local would
be justly calling for immediate reinstatement
of brother Italie to protect not just him, but
all the brothers and sisters at the plant and
elsewhere.”

Ron Lind, secretary-treasurer United
Food and Commercial Workers Local 428

THE MILITANT
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in San Jose:

“While terminating a nonunion worker for
articulating a controversial political position
may be technically legal, it flies in the face
of the democracy that we are supposedly
fighting to defend. Regardless of whether or
not we agree with Michael lalie, we should
not sit idly by and allow the employers to
begzin to move down such a slippery slope”

Wendall Chinof the Chinese Progres-
sive Association in San Franciseo:

“The Chinese Progressive Association
{CPA) extends words of solidarity in support
of Michael ltalie’s case and the importance
of protecting our freedom of speech and de-
mocracy. It is critical that workers are allowed
to organize without suppression from insti-
tutions and agencies. The CPA wishes the besl
towards Mr. Italie. Good luck!”

Frank Faria, dairy farmer and mem-
ber National Farmers Organization in
Escalon, California:

“There are a lot more people that support
Mithael Italie's case than you would think.
While Americans are often afraid to go
against popular policy, we have had free-
dom of speech for so long that we assume
it's our right. But yet we have a case where
it was denied. We have to get back to what
this country was built on.

Somebody has to stand up and become a
rallying point. It's too bad it has come to
this, but it was also too bad that we had to
dump milk to make a point while people
around the world go hungry. If they can do
this to Mr. ltalie, they can do it to anyone. |
express my support for freedom of speech
and protest Mr. Italie’s firing.”

A letter from. Anamaria Loya, execu-
tive director, La Raza Centro Legal in
San Francisco to Miami mayor Joseph

Carollo:

*On behalf of La Raza Centro Legal, |
am writing to urge you to uphold the con-
stitutional rights of Mr. Michael ltalie. It is
our understanding that Mr. ltalie was fired
from his employment at Goodwill Industries
solely for holding different political views
than those held by his employer. It is our
further understanding that Goodwill CEO
Dennis Pastrana has publicly stated that this
is the sole reason for firing Mr. ltalie.

Mr. [talie has a constitutionally-protected
right to freedom of expression. We are ap-
palled by the actions of Goodwill CEO Den-
nis Pastrana. We urge you to do whatever is
in your power to provide justice in this mat-
ter. Mr. ltalie should be immediately rein-
stated to full employment without harass-
ment from his employer™

A letter from Louie Rocha, president
of Communication Workers of America,
Local 9423 in San Jose, to Goodwill CEOQ
Dennis Pastrana:

“Everyday we see new ways the lerror-
ists have succeeded in their efforts to de-
stroy the freedom that we enjoy as Ameri-
cans. The latest | found is the actions you
took in firing Michael Italie for his political
views,

Whether | agree or not with Mr. lualie’s
perspective is nof the issue, but rather his
right to state his opinions in our free, demo-
cratic society. His opinions may not be what
is popular but they are his views and his right
to express them must be allowed. Isn't free-
dom of speech one of the many privileges
the people of Afghanistan were deprived of?
Isn't this censorship?

As a labor leader, | feel obligated to chal-
lenge this attack on all workers rights. Re-
instate Michael Italie and allow freedom of
speech to be one of the greatest privileges
Americans possess.”

February 18, 2002
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Mike Italie, right, with California dairy farmer Frank Faria, who was active in orga-
niZing milk dumps to protest low prices farmers received from milk processors.

Hiam Yassine, said that she oo had been
fired from Macy's in Santa Clara because
of her nationality. Yassine, a Palestinian who
wears a head covering, was allegedly fired
because she offered a customer a 10 per-
cent discount, a common practice at the
store.

John Fogarty saluted ltalie’s fight for con-
stitutional rights, *which is what the people
of Northern Ireland are fighting for™ The
First Amendment of the U.S. Conpstitution
guaranteeing the freedom of speech and
assembly, “is first because without it, the
other nine amendments mean nothing,” he
said. “It’s not enough to have a Bill of
Rights. You have to fight for them everyday
or theyre just.words on paper. We suppor
Mike in his fight!™

Courtney and Brown had just won a law-
suit the day before against the California De-
partment of Transportation because the state
agency had taken down their antiwar ban-
ners overlooking the freeway while leaving
U.5. Nags hanging there. “Thank you
Michael for fighting for all of us.” Brown
said.

A number of individuals and organizations
who were not able to make the public meet-
ings sent statements of support. These in-
cluded Anamaria Loya, executive director of
La Raza Centro Legal in San Francisco:
Frank Faria, a dairy farmer from Escalon,
California, active in organizing the milk
dumps two years ago to protest the low price
farmers got from the milk processors; and
Wendall Chin, of the Chinese Progressive
Association in 5an Francisco. Chin pointed
out in his statement that “it is cntical that
workers are allowed to organize without sup-
pression from institutions and agencies™”

Also sending messages were Ron Lind,
secretary-treasurer of United Food and
Commercial Workers (UFCW) Local 428 in
San Jose; Amy Dean, executive director of
the South Bay Labor Council, Santa Clara;
and Riva Enteen, of the National Lawyers
Guild. Enteen wrote, "It is outrageous that
Michael ltalie was fired purely on his po-
Titical beliefs. People of conscience must
stand firm and demand that this injustice be
remedied.”

Walter Johnson, head of the San Francisco
Labor Council, has also endorsed the case.

Supporters of ltalie’s case at both meet-
ings responded to an appeal for contribu-
tions to cover legal expenses and the gen-
eral work of the Committee to Defend Free-
dom of Speech and the Bill of Rights in Mi-
ami. Deborah Liatos, a meat packer and
supporter of Italic’s fight who chaired both
meetings, annpunced that a total of 31,405
was collected, with another 3565 pledged
to help carry on lalie’s fight.

To schedule speaking engagements for
Michael ltalie in your area, please send the
proposed dates and events planned to the
Committee to Defend Freedom of Speech
and the Bill of Rights, P.O. Box 510127,
Miami, FL 33151-0127. Tel: (305) 724
5965 or E-mail: DefendFree-Speech
{alyahoo.com

The committee is urgently i need of
funds to produce literature, pay for phorie
calls, and plan travel, Financial contribu-
tions, large and small, can be sent 1o the
above address. Please make checks out 10
the Free Speech Defense Fund.

Bill Kalman is @ member of UFCW Local
120 in San Lorenzo, California.
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Havana book falr is festival of revolution

Continued from front page
farmers hold power.

The Havana International Book Fair, held
since 1984, took place every two years until
2000. Since then it has become an annual
event. as publishing in Cuba has steadily re-
covered from the depths of the economic cri-
sis that followed the collapse of the regimes
in Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union and
devastation of Cuba’s foreign trade. This year,
for the first time, in the three weeks follow-
ing the Havana event, the book fair will go
on the road to'some 15 cities in provifices
throughout Cuba. This will make books more
accessible to hundreds of thousands of Cu-
bans bevond Havana.

®ome 66 Cuban publishers and at least
51 foreign publishing houses are expected
to have exhibits. This year the fair is dedi-
cated to Cuban poet and author Miguel

JBamet. The guest of honor is France, witha
special pavilion featuring publishers from
that country, as well as seminars and other
activities on the works of Victor Hugo, Jules
Verne, and other French literary figures.

Special presentations will be held on a
wide range of books. They include titles by
Cuban writers such as Nancy Morgjén and
Anton Arrufat, .U.S authors such as Ray
Bradbury and Dashiell Hammett, and Nor-
wegian, African, and Caribbean literature.

A number of titles by prominent partici-
pants in the Cuban Revolution will be fea-
tured. They include, among others, books by
Gen. Radl Menéndez Tomassevich, a com-
batant in the Rebel Army. which led the revo-
lutionary struggle against the U.S.-backed

filitantMartin Koppel

Pathfinder Press is organizing three special presentations at the Havana International
Book Fair this year. One will launch From the Escambray to the Congo: In the Whirl-
wind of the Cuban Revolution, an interview with Cuban revolutionary Victor Dreke.
From left, Mar}-hlt:e Waters and Mike Taber from Pathfinder Press with Victor Dreke
in Havana in December 2001.

Batista dictatorship to victory in 1959; by
Enrique Oltuski, one of the leaders of the
underground revolutionary struggle in the
cities organized by the July 26 Movement in
the late 1950s; and by Orlando Borrego, who
fought. under the command of Emesto Che
Guevara in the Rebel Army and worked
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CALIFORNIA

Los Angeles

Collapse of Enron:  xample of What Capi-
talism Holds in St. ¢ for Working People.
Fri.. Feb. 13, T:30 p.n 1229 8. Central Avenue.
Tef: (323) 233-0372

GEORGIA

Atlanta
The Fight Against Racisi
T30 pm. 279 Lakewood
TG i,

Today. Fn. Feb, 15,
. S Jel: t404)

IOWA

Des Moines

Celebrate the New Book from Pathfinder
Press: From the Escambray to the Congo: In
the Whirlwind ef the Cuban Revelution.
Speaker: Joe Swanson, Socialist Waorkers Party.
Sun. Feb. 17, 1:30 'm. Lunch at 12:00 noon.
Donation: 55 forum, 35 lunch.

El Hajj Malik El Shabazz: a Documentary on
the Life and Ideas of Malcolm X. Fri. Feb. 22,
7:30 p.m. Donarion: 35. Both events ar 3720 6th
Avenue. Tel: (313) 288-2970),

MICHIGAN

Detroit

The Fight for Black Rights and the Rise of
Working-Class Resistance. Speaker; Osbomne
Han. Socahst Workers Pany, member, United
Food and Commercial Workers Local 876. Fr.
Feb. 15, 7:30 pm. 4208 W Vernor Tel: (313)
S54-0504,

NEW JERSEY

Newark

End British Rule in Ireland. Commemorate
J0th Anniversary of Bloody Sunday. Speaker:

— CALENDAR—

CALIFORNIA

Los Angeles

What Cuba Stands For. Speaker: Fernando
Garcia Bielsa. First Secretary, Cuban Interests
Section, Washington, D.C. Sat., Feb. 16, 7:00
p.m. Central American Rescue Center, 2845 W,
7th Street. Sponsored By Los Angeles Coalirion
in Solidariny with Cuba, Tel: (310) 419-2983,

PENNSYLVANIA
Philadelphia

Cuba in Today's World: from the Miami Five
to Camp X-Ray. Speakers: José Luis Noa and
Oscar Redondo of the Cuban Interests Section.
Wed., Feb. 13, 7:30 p.m. Reception at 7:00 p.m.
University of Pennsvivania, Houston Hall, 3417
Spruce Street. Tel: (9717) 971-3284.

Class series on From the Escambray to the
Congo—in the Whirlwind of the Cuban Reve-
Tution by Victor Dreke. Sponsored by the Young
Socialists and the Socialist Workers Party., Wed..
Feb. 20, 27. March 6, 13. 5237 N. 5th 51 Tel:
(215) 324-7020.
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Abby Tilsmer, Socialist Workers Party, Fri. Feb.
8. 7:30 p.m. 506 Springfield Ave.. Ind Floor
Dowration: 84, Tel: (9730 643-3341.

NEW YORK

Brooklyn

Communism and the Explosion of Popular
Resistance in Argentina. Speaker: Romina
Green, Socialist Workers Party and Young So-
cialists, participant in Milirant/Perspectiva
Mundial reporting trip to Argentina. Fri., Feb. 8,
T:30 pom. 3724 S3rd S5 far Sth Ave. ) Daiacion:
55, (T18) 567-8014.

Garment District

Cuba’s Proletarian Internationalism and lts
Impact in Africa. Speaker: Luis Madrid, So-
cialist Workers Party. helped 1o interview Victor
Dircke for Pathfinder’s From the Escambray io

—IF YOU LIKE THIS PAPER, LOOK US UP

Where to find Pathfinder books and
distributors of the Militant, Perspectiva
Mundial, New [nternational, Nouvelle
Internationale, Nueva Internacional and
Ny International.

UNITED STATES

ALABAMA: Bicmingham: 30294
Bessemer Road.” Zip: 35208, Tel: (205) 730-
0021, E-mail: bhm5W Plabigfbot.com

CALIFORNIA: Los Angeles: 4239 S,
Central Ave. Zip: 9001 1. Tel: {323) 233-9372.
E-mail: 74642.326(@compuserve.com
San Francisco: 3926 Mission St Zip: 94112,
Tel: (415) 584-2135. . E-mail:sfswp
(@ hotmail.com

COLORADO: Craig: 6 West Victory Way.
Zip: 81625. Mailing address: P.O. Box 1539,
Zip: 81626, Tel: (970) 8§26-0289.E-mail:
westerncoloradoswpl@yahoo.com

FLORIDA: Miami: 8365 NE 2nd Ave.
#206 Zip: 33138.Tel: (305) 751-7076. E-mail:
Pathmiami(@yahoo.com Tampa: P.O. Box
16002. % Zip: 33687. E-mail:
TOC 1004@aol.com

GEORGIA: Atlanta: 2791 Lakewood Ave.
Zip: 30315, Mailing address: P.O. Box

162515, Zip 30321, Tel: (404) 763-2900.
E-mail: atlpathfinderf@cs.com

ILLINOIS: Chicago: 1212 N. Ashland
Suite J01. Zip: 60622, Tel: (773) 342-1780.
E-mail: ChicagoPathfinder{@ compuserve.com

IOWA: Des Moines: 3720 6th Ave. Zip:

50313, Tel: (515) 288-2970. E-mail:
swpdesmoines(a cs.com
MASSACHUSETTS: Boston: 12

Bennington St. Mailing address: P.O. Box 702.
Zip: 2124, Tel: (617) 569-9169. E-mail:
10342634300 compuserve.com
MICHIGAN: Detroit: 4208 W. Vernor 5t
Mailing ‘address: P.O. Box 441580

February 18, 2602

closely with him in the revolutionary gov-
ermnment in the early 1960s. '

As in previous years, Pathfinder Press has
a stand at the Havana book fair, featuring
many of its more than 300 titles. which of-
fer the indispensable continuity of the mod-
em working-class movement. Staffing the

the Cango: fn the Whirlwind of the Cuban Reve-
fution. Fri., Feb. 8. 7:30 p.m. 545 8th Avenue
Hith Floor Donation: 34, (213) 6957358,
Upper Manhattan

Malcolm X: His Legacy for the Working-Class
Movement. Speaker: Seth Dellinger. Young So-
cialists. Fri.. Feb. 8. 7:30 p.m. 399 W [87th
Street, 2nd Floor. Danation: 83, Tel: (2121 740-
J611

NEW ZEALAND

Auckland

Oppose Use of *Anti-Terrorism™ Laws against
Supporters of Tamil Struggle for Sell-Deter-.
mination in Sri Lanka. Speaker: George
Arulanantham, president, New Zealand Tamil
Society. Fn..:Feb. 15, T:00 p.m. 7 Mason Adve..
Chafreher, Suggested donation: 83 Tel- (09 276
NENS,

Zip: 48244, Tel: (313) 554-0504.
E-mail: 104127.3505(@compuserve.com

MINNESOTA: St. Paul: 113 Bemnard 5t..
West St. Paul. Zip: 55118. Tel: (651) 644-
6325, E-mail: TC6446325(@cs.com

NEW JERSEY: Newark: 506 Springfield
Ave. 3rd floor. Zip: 07103, Mailing address:
Riverfront Plaza, P.O. Box 200117, Zip:
07102-0302. Tel: (973) 643-3341.

E-mail: swpnewark(@yahoo.com

NEW YORK: Brooklyn: 372A 53rd St.
{at 4th Ave.) Mailing address: PMB 106.4814
dth Ave. Zip: 11220, Tel: (718) 567-8014. E-
mail: swpbrooklyni@earthlink.net Garment
District, 545 8th Ave. Mailing address: P.O.
Box 30. Zip:10018. Tel: (212) 695-7358.
E-mail:swpnygd@attglobal.net;
Upper Manhattan: 599 W. 187 51 #1A
Zip: 10033, Tel: (212) 740-4611. E-mail:
swpuplown{@usa.net

OHI10: Cleveland: 11018 Lorain Ave. Zip:
44111, Tel: (216) 688-1190. E-mail:
103253.11 1 | @compuserve.com

PENNSYLVANIA: Philadelphia: 5237 M.
5th St. Zip: 19120. Tel: (215) 324-7020. E-
mail: PhiladelphiaSWP@yahoo.com
Pittsburgh: 5907 Penn Ave. Suite 225. Zip.
15206. Tel: (412) 365-1090.

E-mail: 103122 720(@compuserve.com

TEXAS: Houston: 619 West 8th St. Zip:

77007, Tel: (713) 869-6550. E-mail:
swphouston(@ev1.net

WASHINGTON, D.C.: 3437 [4th 51. NW
Zip: 20010. Tel: (202) 387-1590. E-mail:
de-swpl@starpower.net

WASHINGTON: Seattle: 5418 Raimier
Avenue South. Zip: 98118-2439. Tel: (206)
323-1755. E-mail: swpseartle(aqwest.net

AUSTRALIA
Sydney: 1st Fir. 3/281-287 Beamish St.

booth is an international team of workers,
Young Socialists, and other supporters uf
the communist movement fromr Canada,
France, Iceland, New Zealand, Sweden, and
the United Kingdom.

Pathfinder is organizing three special pre-
sentations at this year's fair. One will launch
From' the Escambray to the Congo: In the
Whirlwind of the Cuban Revolution, an in-
terview with Cuban revalutionary Victor
Dreke, who fought in the revolutionary war,
was a leader of the struggle to wipe out U.S.-

directed coutiterrevolutionary biands in the

Escambray mountains in the first half of the
1960s, and was second in command of an
internationalist mission in the Congo in
1965 led by Emesto Che Guevara

Another event will present Pathfinder’s
Playa Girdn/Bay of Pigs: Washington s First
Military Defear in the Americas, by Fidel
Castro and José Ramon Fernandez.
Fernandez, who will be the featured speaker
at the event, commanded the main column
in the battle that defeated a U.S.-organized
mercenary invasion.at the Bay of Pigs in
1961.

A third event, organized jointly with the
Cuban publisher Tricontinental, will present
Pathfinder’s Women ‘s Liberation and the Af-
rican, Freedom Struggle by Thomas
Sankara, the central leader of the 1983-87 .
popular democratic revolution in the West
African country of Burkina Faso, and Egual-
itv and Social Participation of Women in
Mozambigue.

Immediately following the closing of the
Havana fair, the Association of Combatants
of the Cuban Revolution is sponsoring a se-
ries of presentations of From the Escambray
to the Congo in half a dozen cities and towns
in the central provinces of Villa Clara and
Sancti Spiritus. Dreke and the book’s editor,
Mary-Alice Waters, will present the book in
Santa Clara. Sagua la Grande, Placetas,
Manicaragua, Sdncti Spiritus, Trinidad, and
Topes de Collantes. The Association orga-
nizes Cuban revolutionary fighters of many
generations, ranging from the struggle against
the Batista dictatorship to internationalist
missions around the world.
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pathfinderpress.com
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9718 9698,
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552 5502. E-mail: milpth@mmedia.is

NEW ZEALAND
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——EDITORIALS

U.S. hands off Korea!

Class-conscious workers and defenders of Korean sov-
ercignty around the world should be on higher alert after
the U.S. president’s attack on north Korea in his State of
the Union speech. Bush’s slanderous and completely un-
founded charge that Pyongyang simultaneously hoards
weapons of mass destruction and starves its own people
is designed to prepare public opinion for increased mili-
tary pressure on the workers state.

The U.S. ruling class and its politicians are today con-
fronted with the fact that in spite of the immense strains
placed on the north Korean economy during the 1990s by
the combined blows of a collapse in trade with the former
Soviet Union and a suecession of natural disasters, the
workers state has not fallen to pieces. Nor have workers
and farmers gotten down on their knees before the impe-
rialists’ demands.

Faced with this failure, the U.S. rulers, driving to rein-
state the most brutal forms of capitalist exploitation in
north Korea, are increasingly compelled to prepare for
military assault.

The tens of thousands of U.5. troops in south Korea
have never had a defensive purpose; installed after the
defeat of one brutal imperialist assault, they are a reminder
of Washington's long-term preparation for another. The
same broad conclusions confront the imperialists in their
relations with the other workers states.

Bush’s sabre-rattling has jeopardized preparations for
the resumption of talks between the governments of north
and south. Seoul. faced with near-universal support for
reunification, had started to renew moves to accept the
north's offer of negotiations. The rulers in the south are in
a relatively weak position, caught among powerful class

forces, among them the south Korean working class. Sub-
stantial postwar industrialization has increased the num-
bers and weight of the southern prolesariat. Workers have
formed powerful unions over recent years and have used
them to fight for wage increases and other rights.

Washington's harsh rhetoric against north Korea is a
sign mat of strength, but of the fact that it must lash out
with military force jo try to slow its decline as the world’s
final empire. The same is e of its attempts to increas-
ingly militarize U.S. society, and of its war on Afghani-
stan, The imperralist rulers offer humanity no prospect of
economic development or peace, but only incréasing doses
of crisis, brutality, and war.

Whatever its desires for a military “solution,” however,
Washington knows that it faces a formidable foe in the
working people of Korea. Through massive struggles
across the peninsula in the decade following World War
11, they dealt heavy blows to imperialist domination and
capitalist and landlord exploitation. In three years of
pitched battle, they handed the mighty U.S. war machine
its first big defeat. Without their victory, which weakened
Washington and ended the racist illusion of its absolute

power, the Vietnamese victory over U.S. imperialism -

would have been much more difficult and cost an even
higher price.

In resisting U.S. imperialism in the past and today, the
working people of Korean city and countryside strengthen
the struggles of workers and farmers in the United States,
and of everyone who faces Washington's brutality. To re-
inforce our commoon fight, we should demand: An end to
the threats against north Korea! For normalization of U.S.-
north Korea relations! All LS. troops out of Korea!

Israel out of occupied territories!

The more than 100 Israeli Army reservisis who have
stepped forward to sign the petition against serving in the
occupied territories shine a spotlight on the widening war
weariness within the population ef Israel. The develop-
ment points to the dead-end trap the capitalist rulers in
the state of Israel have constructed for the Jewish popula-
tion, as they more and more simply bring violence through
brute military force upon the Palestinian people.

The biggest crisis for the capitalist rulers of Israel is
their inability to halt the Palestinians’ fight for self-deter-
mination and a homeland. Resistance continues as oppo-
sition among the Palestinian people mounts 1o the Israeli
clampdowns, bombings. and incursions. Heavily armed
Israeli military fgrees have carried out assaults on Pales-
tinian towns in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, including
with tanks, bulldozers, and heavy armaments. Despite all
these moves they have failed to generate a prowar spirit
among substantial layers of the Israeli population. And
they have failed 1o find a “replacement” for the Palestin-
ian Authority because the Palestinian people themselves
remain unbroken,

The state of Israel is a death trap for the Jewish people
who live there. It enly effers those who reside there  inse-
curity, permanent comlict, and frequent wars. This has been
true since the time the Zionist regime was founded more
than 50 years ago, but it has never been clearer than today.

Working people and some middle class layers face the
prospects of ever greater economic hardships, declining
standards of living, and the requirement that they send
their male children into the army and reserves—up until
they are 45 years old—to do battle with Palestinian youth.
Mo wonder that some of those who in the past would have
immigrated 1o Israel, or have dual citizenship, are chang-
ing theif minds and deciding to instead move to the United
States. In fact the Census Bureau estimates there are 24,000
Israelis living in the United States illegally.

This declining immigration combined with rising birth
rates for the Palestinian population living inside Israel,
means that by the year 2050, according to a UN study,
Palestinians will outnumber Jews within the state of Is-
rael.

The petition of the army reservists points to the need to
demand Tel Aviv withdraw from all occupied territories
and respect the right of Palestinian self-determination. This
will help to open up a fight by Palestinians, Jews, and all
working people in the region against their common ex-
ploiters and class enemies—the Israeli capitalist rulers and
the imperialist allies. Only by taking the road of forging a
revolutionary leadership that can lead the fight for a demo-
cratic secular Palestine to replace the Israeli state will the
wars and violence be brought to an end and a way opened
up for werking people to begin to chart a road forward.

Give to Books for Cuba Fund

The Militanr urges its readers to make a generous con-
tribution to the Books For Cuba Fund. For a number of
years the Militant has orgamgzed this fund, to which work-
ers in the United States and other countries have contrib-
uted thousands of dollars. Donations from working people
and others to the fund make i possible to send books and
pamphlets published by Pathfinder Press to organizations
and institutions in Cuba. The titles can also be sold at
book fairs in pesos, at prices Cubans can afford.

Al this year’s Havana Intemnational Book Fair Pathfinder
will organize three special presentations, including one
of its newest title, From the Escambray to the Congo: In
the Whirlwind of the Cuban Revolution by Cuban Revo-
lutionary leader Victor Dreke. Plans reported in this issue
for book launching events following the bdok fair are fur-
ther indications of both the importance of and the need
for the fund.

During the book fairs, requests for Pathfinder titles have
been made by students, workers, soldiers, librarians, teach-
ers, and others. In response to the political interest in these
titles, donations of books have been made to libraries and
other cultural institutions in Cuba.

Last year contributions to the fund enabled the revolu-
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tionary publishing house to donate 300 copies of its Span-
ish-language edition of Making History: Imerviews with
Four Generals of Cuba'’s Revolutionary Armed Forces.
Seven boxes of the books were tumed over to leaders of
the Association of Combatants of the Cuban Revolution,
who planned to make the book available to every single
one of the organization's municipal groups.

Pathfinder publishes titles such as these because they
are needed by young people and working people in Cuba,
the United States, and all around the world. By reading
Pathfinder they can gain a better underStanding of the bru-
talities of imperialism and capitalism. Pathfinder books
help workers and youth learn about the communist move-
ment and the continuity of communism, and to see how
women and men can change soclety’s economic structure
and social relations through making a socialist revolution.

This year's fund got off to.a good start with contribu-
tions and pledges of more than $1,600 at the January 26
event held at the Pathfinder building in New York, covered
in last week's Militant. More contributions, large or small,
are welcome. Please send checks-or money orders made
out to the Militant and earmarked “Books for Cuba Fund™
to the Milirant, 410 West Street, New York, NY 10014,

Second
Declaration of
Havana

Continued from Page 9

will only arouse univeseal hatred apainst themselves. And
such a drama will also mark the death of their greedy and
stone-age system.

Mo nation in Latin America is weak—because each
forms part of a family of 200 million brothers, who suffer
the same miseries, who harbor the same-sentiments, who
have the same enemy, who dream about the same better
future and who count upon the solidarity of all honest
men and women throughout thé world.

Gireal as was the epic of Latin American independence,
heroic as was that struggle, today’s generation of Latin
Americans is called upon to engage in an epic that is even
greater and more decisive for humanity. For that struggle
was for liberation from Spanish colonial power, from a
decadent Spain invaded by the armies of Napoleon. To-
day the call for struggle is for liberation from the most
powerful world imperialist center, from the strongest force
of world imperialism and to render humanity a greater
service than that rendered by our predecessors.

But this struggle, to a greater extent than the earlier
one, will be waged by the masses, will be carried out by
the people: the people are going to play a much more
important role now than they did then, the leaders are less
important and will be less important in this struggle than
in the one before....

Already they can be seen armed with stones, sticks,
machetes, in one direcfion and another, each day. occu-
pying lands, sinking hooks into the land which belongs to
them and defending it with their lives. They can be seen
carrying signs, slogans, flags; letting them flap in the
mountain or prairie winds. And the wave of anger, of de-
mands for justice, of claims for rights trampled under-
foot, which is beginning to sweep the lands of Latin
America, will not stop. That wave will swell with every
passing day. For-that wave is composed of the greatest
number, the majerities in every respect, those whose la-
bor amasses the wealth and turns the wheels of history.
MNow they are awakening from the long. brutalizing sleep
to which they had been subjected.

For this great mass of humanity has said, “Enough!”
and has begun 1o march. And their march of giants will
not be halted until they conquer true independence—for
which they have died in vain more than once. Today, how-
ever, those who die will die like the Cubans at Playa Giron:
they will die for their own, true, never-to-be-surrendered
independence.

Patria o muerte! [Homeland or-death]
Fenceremos! [We will win]
THE PEOPLE OF CUBA

Havana, Cuba
Free Territory of the Americas
February 4, 1962

The Narional General Assembly of the People of Cuba
resolves that this Declaration be known as the Second
Declaration of Havana, rrdnslated into the major lan-
guages, and distributed throughout the world. [t also re-
solves to urge all friends of the Cuban revolution in Latin
America to distribute it widely among the masses of work-
ers, peasants, students, and intellectuals of this continent,

30,000 march in Derry

Continued from Page 4

noted that pro-British forces are protesting the job losses
of 165 jobs at the barracks. He said Sirm Fein is “in favor
of the best possible redundancy terms tor those workers.
But the barracks must close.”

Following the Derry memorial service, Bogside resi-
dent Mickey Roddy pointed to the three army watch tow-
ers that look into the Bogside. “One of the barracks may
close and the British troops are no longer on the streets,
but theyre still spying on us. They have watched this ser-
vice, For the British to withdraw completely in one go
would be like surrender,” he said. “They won't do that,
but eventually they will go.”

Reflecting the determination of the relatives to press
the fight for justice, Liam Wray, whose brother was killed
on Bloody Sunday, said, “If the Saville Inquiry doesn"t
deliver the goods we will be here for another 30 years.”

Paul Davies, Rafael Avala, and Roy Inglee contributed 1o
this article.

Cuba and the Coming American Revolution, by Jack
Barnes, is aboutthe struggles of working people in
the imperialist heartland, the youth who are
attracted to them, and the example set by the
people of Cuba that revolution is not only
necessary—it can be made, Preface by Mary-Alice

waters. In English, Spanish, and French.



Conquest of power poses need to advance culture

Printed below is ap excerpt from Prob-
lems of Everyday Life by Leon Trotsky, one
of Pathfinder’s Books of the Month for
February. The book includes articles on
social and cultural issues in the struggle
to create the foundations for a new soci-
ety, written for the Soviet press in the
years immediately following the October
1917 socialist revolution in Russia. Top-
Jcs covered range feom art, religion, sci-
ence, and cinema to the education of
yvouth and the emancipation of women,
The item quoted is taken from the chap-
ter titléd “Not by politics alone,” and was
first published in Pravda on July 10, 1923,
Copyright © 1973 by Pathfinder Press.
Reprinted by permission. Subheadings
are by the Militant.

BY LEON TROTSKY

Mot by politics alone. This simple thought
should be thoroughly grasped and borne in
mind by all who speak or write for propa-
ganda purposes. Changed times bring
changed tunes. The prerevolutionary history
of our party was a history of revolutionary
politics. Party literature, party organiza-
tions—everything was ruled by politics in

BOOKS OF
THE MONTH

the direct and narrow sense of that word.
The revolutionary crisis has intensified po-
litical interests and problems to a still greater
degree. The party had to win over the most
politically active elements of the working
class. At present the working class is per-
fectly aware of the fundamental results of
the revolution. It is quite unnecessary o go
on repeating over and over the story of these
results. It does not any longer stir the minds
of the workers, and is more likely even to
wipe out in the workers® minds the lessons
of the past. With the conquest of power and
its consolidation as a result of the civil war,
our chief problems have shifted to the needs
of culture and economic reconstruction.

They have become more compli-
cated, more detailed and in a way
more prosaic. Yet, in order to jus-
tify all the past struggle and all
the sacrifices, we must learn to
grasp these fragmentary prob-
lems of culture, and solve each
of themn separately.

Now, what has the working
class actually gained and secured
for itselfas a result of the revolu-
tion?

1. The dictatorship of the pro-
letariat (represented by the work-
ers’ and peasants’ government
under the leadership of the Com-
munist Party).

2. The Red Army—a firm sup-
port of the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat.

3. The nationalization of the
chief means of production, with-
out which the dictatorship of the
proletariat would have become p
form void of substance,

4. The monopoly of foreign
trade, which is the necessary con-
dition of socialist state structure
in a capitalist environment.

These four things, definitely
won, form the steel frame of all
our work; and every sucegss we
achieve in economics or cul-

_ture—provided it is a real achievement and

not a sham—becomes in this framework a
pecessary part of the socialist structure.

And what is our problem now? What have
we t4eamn in the first place? What should
we strive for? We must leamn to work effi-
ciently: accurately, puretually, economi-
cally. We need culture in work, culture in
life, in the conditions of life. After a long
preliminary period of struggle we have suc-
ceeded in overthrowing the rule of the ex-
ploiters by armed revolt. No such means
exists, however, to create culture all at once.
The working class must undergo a long pro-
cess of self-education, and so must the peas-
antry, either along with the workers or fol-
lowing them. Lenin speaks about this shift
in focus of our aims and efforts in his ar-
ticle on cooperation:

We have 1o admit [he says] that there
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Speeches in the U.5., Britain and Africa

$10.95, special price: $8.00

MARY-ALICE WATERS

FIDEL CASTRO
Problems of Everyday Life

in Revolutionary Russia
LEON TROTSKY

$27.95, special price: $21.00

GEORGE NOVACK

* * % * Pathfinder Readers Club SPECIALS
Malcolm X Talks to Young People

“I for one will join in with anyone, | don't care what color you
are, as long as you want to change this miserable condition
that exists on this earth—Malcolm X, Britain, December 1964,

Feminism and the Marxist Movement

Since the founding of the modern revolutionary workers move-
ment 150 years ago, Marxists have championed the struggle
for women's rights and explained the economic roots in class
society of women's oppression. $3.50, special price: $2.50

War and Crisis in the Americas, 1984-85
$19.95, special price: $15.00

Creating the Foundations for a New Society

Articles from the early Soviet press on social and cultural is-
sues in the struggle to forge new socialist women and men.

Polemics in Marxist Philosophy

Novack defends scientific socialism—the generalization of the
historic line of march of the working class, first advanced by
*Karl Marx and Frederick Engels. He answers those in the twen-
tieth century, who, parading as the true interpreters &f Marx,
have provided a "philosophical” veneer for the anti-working-
class political course of Stalinist and social democratic
misleaderships around the world. $20.95, special price: $16.00

Un programa de accién  An Action Program to
Confront the Coming Economic Crisis. $5.00, spedial price: $4.00
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has been a radical medification in our
whole outlook en socialism. The radical
maodification is this: formerly we placed,
and had to place, the main emphasis on
the political struggle, on revolution, on
winning political power, etc. Now the
emphasis is changing and shifting to
peaceful, organizational, “cultural” work.
| should say that emphasis is shifting 1o
educational work, were it not for our in-
ternational relations, were it not for the
fact that we have to fight for our position
on a world scale, If we leave that aside,
however, and confine ourselves to inter-
nal economic relations, the emphasis in
our work is certainly shifting to educa-
tion. [“On Cooperation,” in Lenin's Col-
lected Works, Vol. 33 (Progress Publish-
ers, Moscow, 19668)]....

*Teach every soldier to read and write’
Mothing, therefore, but the problems of
our international position keeps us, as Lenin
tells us, from the struggle for culture. Now
these problems, as we shall see presently,
are not altogether of a different order. Our
international position largely depends on the
strength of our self-defense—that is to say,
on the efficiency of the Red Army—and, in
this vital aspect of our existence as a state,
our problem consists almost entirely of work
for culture: we must raise the level of the
army and teach every single soldier to read
and to write. The men must be taught to read
books, to use manuals and maps; they must
acquire habits of tidiness, punctuality, and
thrift. It cannot be done all at once by some
miraculous means, After the civil war and
during the transitional period of our work,
antempts were made to save the situation by
a specially invented “proletarian military
doctrine,” but it was quite lacking in any real
understanding of our actual problems. The
same thing happened in regard to the ambi-
tious plan for creating an artificial “prole-
tarian culture.”' All such quests for the phi-
losophers® stone combine despair at our
deficiency in culture with a faith in miracles.
We have, however, no reason to despair, and

First soldiers university in Bolshevik Russia, formed by troops at the Tauride Palace in Petrograd.
“We must teach every soldier to read and write,” said Trotsky.

as 1o miracles and childish quackeries like
“proletarian culture™ or “proletarian military
doctrine,” it is high time to give such things
up. We must see to the development of cul-
ture within the framework of the dictator-
ship of the proletariat, and this alone can
assure the socialist content of the revolu-
tionary conquests. Whoever fails to see this
will play a reactionary part in the develop-
ment of party thought and party work.

When Lenin says that at the present mo-
ment our work is less concerned with poli-
tics than with culture, we must be quite clear
about the terms he uses, so as not 1o misin-
terpret his meaning. In a certain sense poli-
tics always ranks first. Even the advice of
Lenin to shift our interests from politics to
culture is a piece of political advice. When
the labor party of a country comes to de-
cide that at some given moment the eco-
nomic problem and not the political should
take first place, the decision itself is politi-
cal. It is quite obvious that the word *poli-
tics™ is used here in two different mearfimgs:
firstly, in a wide materialist and dialectical
sense, as the totality of all guiding principles,
methods, systems that determine collective
activities in all domains of public life; and.
on the other hand, in a resiricted sense,
specifying a definite part of public activiry,
directly concerned with the struggle for
power and opposed to econoniic work, 1o
the struggle for culture, ete. Speaking of
politics as concentrated economics, Lenin
meant politics in the wider philosophic
sense. But when he urged: “Let us have less
politics and more economics,” he referred
to politics in the restricted and special sense.
Both ways of using the word are sanctioned
by tradition and are justified.

"Trotsky's discussion of disputes over “prole-
tarian military doctrine™ will be found in his Mifi-
tary Writings (Pathfinder Press, 1971), and his
discussion of “proletarian culture™ will be found
in Literature and Revolution (Ann Arbor, 1960)

— LETTERS

‘War against terrorism’

I've been readinf your articles on the so-
called “war against terrorism”™ with interest
because at least one gets an objective view
from you as compared to what many news-
papers write here at home. Just a day be-
fore yesterday | also watched with interest
George Bush labeling Iran, Irag, and North
Korea as evil countries, bent on destroying
America and the world as if the world bé-
gins and ends with America. With such an
arrogant attitude, | see Bush making many
more enemies for the innocent Americans.
Churchill Mbatha
Johannesburg, South Africa

Kashmir independence

Two recent articles in the Militans regard-
ing the India-Pakistan struggle said, “New
Delhi seeks to deal a decisive blow to the
Kashmir independence movement” and
“Washington’s assault has been to back the
Indian government's demand that Pakistan

crack down on Kashmiri independence
forces based on its soil.”

Do you have evidence that Pakistan backs
independence for Kashmir? Independence
may well be the proper political attitude to-
ward Kashmir—but that is not to say that
Pakistan backs it, or that the Islamic funda-
mentalists involved in the attacks are inde-
pendence supporters. On the contrary, it
appears that all Indian and Pakistani moves
are to retain their portion of Kashmir, or
expand i
RD.

Santa Clarita, California

The letters column is an open forum for
all viewpoints on subjects of interest to
working people.

Please keep your letters brief. Where
necessary they will be abridged. Please
indicate if you prefer that your initials
be used rather than your full name.
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Health workers ra

BY MIKE BARKER
VANCOUVER, British Colum-
bia— Chanting “Hey, hey, ho ho!
Union busting has got to go!"
2,000 health-care workers and
their supporiers marched through
downtown Vancouver on February
2 1o protest Bill 29, the so<called
Socil Services Improvement Act,
"Private Health Care: Greed
Before Meed” read one of the
signs carried by workers at the
demonstration. Other rallies took
place that day throughout the
province, including in Richmond,
a suburb to the south of
Vaneouver. In rural British Co-
lumbaa, 2,000 rallied in Grand
Forks and another 250 in
Castlegar in the West Kootenays,
Passed during a late night ses-
sion ol the provincial legislaure on
Janwary 27, Ball 29 breaks exist-
ing union contraets in health care
and social services, The lw ends
all protection against contracting
out for 90 percent of the 46,000
members ol the Hospital Employ-
ees Union (HEUY). Many members
of the British Columbia Nurses
Union (BCNU) and the Health Sci-
ences Association (HSA) who are
not direetly involved in bedside
care are affected by the bill, which
also gives hospitals the unrestricted right 1o
Ly ofl workers without regard 1o seniority,
According to the Fancowver Sun, *Vir-
tually every health-care service that doesn™
directly touch a patient’s bed can be con-
tracted out.... That means private compa-
nies could provide hospital laundry, main-
tenance, accounting and technology ser-
vices.”
The new law also cancels agreements that

i

would have brought the wages ol more than
13,000 lower-paid workers in group homes
and other communily services closer o
those paid other health-care workers.

On January 29 workers responded to this
altack by waging a onc-day strike across
British Columbia (B.C.) and holding rallics
in 11 different communities. Approximately
500 workers attended a Burnaby rally orga-
nized by the British Columbia Government

Militant/Monica Jones
Some 2,000 members of the Hospital Employees Union and their supporters marched February 2 to protest
union-busting legislation and other attacks on wapges and working conditions. Three days before workers
had gone out in a one-day strike across British Columbia and held rallics in 11 different communities.

Employees Union.

Al the spirited rally held afier the Febru-
ary 2 march in Vimeouver, HEU member
Brenda Klock, a cook at the Royal
Columbian Hospital, (old the Mifitane,
“They have no respect lor the working elass,
the poor, and the elderly. All private healih
care will do is give less sepvice to the people
of B.C. and profit ofT the backs of workers,
We need o fight and show up at all the ral-

Farmers in Greece march for debt relief

BY GEORGES MEHRABIAN
AND MARIA PLESSA

ATHENS, Greece—Thousands of work-
ing farmers orpanized tractorcades across
Greece on January 28 1o demand govern-
ment action 1o address the inereasingly des-
perate situation they face. Cotton, tobaceao,
olive, fruit, wine grape, and dairy firmers
joined together in a united mobilization.

The range of the farmers” demands re-
ITeet the depth of the crisis in the country-
side. They are protesting cuts in subsidies
for their products, low prices, and produc-
tion ceilings. They are demanding aid for
the extensive damage caused by exceptional
snowflall throughout the country in early
January, Farmers are also opposing govern-
ment moves 1o sell off the state-owned Ag-
ricultural Bank of Greece (ATE) and are
pressing for debt relief. They are also de-
manding substantial increases in farmers’
pensions.

In the cotton-growing region in the heart
of the Thessaly plain, about 15 cotton farm-
ers gathered in the smoke-filled café in the
village of Ttea in the carly mormning hours of
Jonuary 28, They said they planned 1o at-
tend a fiem rally several hours later, one ol
many across the agricultural regions of the
COuntry.

Cotton farmer Apostolos Makris said o
erowing number of farmers are forced 10
rent land to inerease production, cutting into
already thin profit margins, “Between the
cost of produetion and rental of land, we
break even,” he said. “To make matters
worse, there are production limits imposed
on us by the European Union. I we pro-

duce more, our price drops,” meaning thal
the farmers will not even meet their produc-
lion costs.

“Many cooperatives have now closed,” he
said. “We cannol get tools, fertilizers, and
50 on from there. We now have to buy these
from private companies. But the ATE no
longer gives us loans.”

Makris said retirement pensions lor

Farmers run from 47,000 10 65,000
drachmas g month, about USS121 105168,
“This is not a livable situation.” he said,
emphasizing that “pensions must be
raised.” The pension received by farmers
is about half the minimum amount allot-
ted 10 workers in the cily.

Makris said that he expected the
iractorcade 1o be smaller than planned be-
cause the cotton mill operators had suddenly
given [armers only three days in which 1o
deliver their cotton, “The aim is to force
larmers to take their cotton 1o the plants,
thus diverting them from the mobilizations
set for this week,” he said.

MNoting the importance of price subsidics
for working farmers, Lambos Zarras, a
young tobacco larmer, said that 80 percent
ol their income from tobacco derives from
government price supports, The subsidy “is
what allows us to live,” he said. "Now, in
three years time, the subsidy will be totally
abolished. For us, that means being florced
ofT the land!™

“Let me tell you something else,” Zarras
said. “We get pmid 120 drachmas for one
kilogram of tobacco. Once this is sold as
cigarettes in the stores it fetches 35,000
drachmas. The state and the merchants pet
all the profit, not the farmers.”

Farmers® action wins suppori

The protest involved around 300 tractors,
Most were decked out with black Mags sym-
bolizing the death of the family farmer, The
lead tractor pulled a trailer with a dead pear
tree killed in the cold spell. The procession
headed for the Tembi Pass, a main north-
south highway connection. At the pass, the
tractors forced traflic onto one lane.

A rally of 500 farmers held that evening
won backing from dozens of passing truck
drivers, as well as many molorists, who
honked their support.

A Tew enraged drivers got out of their cars
and screamed obscenities at the farmers
because of the traffic jam. The capitalist

press has played up the “danger” caused by
“inconsiderate” farmers blocking the roads.
Government  spokesperson Christos
Protopapas said the roadblocks "are not re-
sponsible acts and they put armers in con-
Mict with the interests of sociely.”

In a red-baiting attack, he also called on
the Communist Party of Greece (KKE) 10
clarify its position on the roadblocks. Sev-
eral KKE members are leaders of the farm
organizations.

The government mobilized 2,000 cops for
the action. Police helicopters Mew above the
tractoreades in a blatant attetpt o intimi-
date the larmers.

Christos Benekis, a working farmer from
the Karditsa region in Thessaly who was at
the Tembi Pass, said that over the past years
farmers had purchased a lot of “equipment
from the industrialists. It was okay when
prices for our products were good. Now,
with the big price drop, people can't pay
their debts. The problem is mounting and
farm auctions are on the increase, This is
not yel a massive phenomenon since the
[ATE] bank is not carrying out the auctions.
Rather, loreclosures are now mainly orga-
nized by individuals or companies.”

"However," he said, “this will change and
it will happen on a mass scale once the ATE
is privatized. Then there will be no political
cosl for foreclosures and auctions by the
privatized bank.”

He said 70 percent of the cotton farms
are owned and worked by small producers.
“This is a great problem for us,” he added.
“We are staring hunger, in the face!™

In face of the widespread protests, the
government announced on January 30 an
emergency relief fund for damage caused
by the winter cold. It also set cotton prices
at 300 drachma per kilogram, a price above
many farmers’ expectations,

Muaria Plessa is a member of the Federa-
tiom of Foreign Airline Employees and works
at the Athens Imternational Airpori.

lly against cutbacks

lies and write MLAS [members
ol the provincial legislature.]”

Denise Siteman, a HEU care
aide at Holyrood Manor, a long-
term care facility, pointed ow
that  besides  wantjng 1o
“privatize, shut cverything
down, and cut wages,” the gov-
crnment also aims “to break the
unions because we are power-
ful.” Two female care aides in the
HEU a1 Burnaby Hospital, who
didn't want their names used,
said they were there o “prolesi
Job cuts—the government is put-
ting us out ol a job, Theres a lot”
at stake here. A lot of us are
single mothers, Do they want us
o go on wellare?”

tembers ol other unions such
as the Canadion Union of Public
Employees, the HSA, and the
BCNU also came to the action
with their union banners. Karen
Stearman, a HSA member at the
Cancer Agency, said, *Tearing up
contracts is evil, [ you get rid of
the unions, youre creating a fear-
ful, have-pot society. We're act-
ing 1o protect our basic rights.”

Darlene Kennedy, ateacher m
M. Pleasant Elementary School,
sported a Proud to be o teacher™
button. On January 28 45,000
deachers across the province staged a one-
day walkout 1o protest a contract imposed
by the Liberal povernment. We're all in this
together,” Kennedy stated ™1 have friends
in the health-care system, but everyone is
aflected. Something needs to be done—look
at what this government is doing 1o seniors.”

Anger at attacks on services to elderly

Many protesters expressed anger.atl the
government altacks on income and serviees
provided the elderly. Since the beginning of
the year, subsidies for prescription drugs
have been severely reduced, o monthly in-
come supplement of 549,50 has been elimi-
nated, and the cost ol subsidized bus passes
has shot up from 545 a year 1o 540 2 month.
“Taking away bus passes [rom seniors
that's nasty,” said o HEU housckeeper at 51,
Paul’s Hospital.

Ina further reflection of the broader con-
cemns of working people at the rally, many
participants spiritedly chanted “Six bucks
sucks™ when one of the speakers at the rally
referred 1o the Liberal government's intro-
duction of a so-called “training wage"™ of
S6 an hour that allows employers 1o hire
some new workers below B.C.'s minimum
wage of $8 an hour.

Looking ahead to future actions, Gretchen
Dulmage, a cook at the Children’s and
Women's Hospital and vice-chair of her
HEU local, said she “hopes that we're suc-
cessful in the court case.” The officialdom
of the HEU has challenged Bill 29 in the
courts based on Canada’s Charter of Rights
and Freedoms. “1 think we should also shut
down the province—and not just for a day,”
Dulmage added.

Many workers at the rally spoke of their
plans to attend the February 23 rally in from
of the provineial legislature organized by the
B.C, Federation ol Labour and the B.C.
Health Coalition. Unions across B.C. are hir-
ing buses and organizing car pools to take
waorkers there. The Council of Senior Citi-
#ens Organizations of B.C. has reserved 30
buses and expects as many as 10,000 seniors
to join the rally,

This growing resistance has begun to.cre-
ate divisions within the ruling class over how
far it can push these attacks. The Fanconver
Sun, the main daily in the city and an out-
spoken supporter ol the province's Liberal
government, has called for rethinking the
cuts to bus passes for seniors and legal aid
programs.

Mike Barker is an HEU member whe works

al Vancouver General Hospital, Beverly
Bernardo and Jovee Meissenheimer conteib-
uted to this article,
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