
• AUSTRALIA $2.00 • BELGIUM BF60 • CANADA $2.00 • FRANCE FF1 0 • ICELAND Kr150 • NEW ZEALAND $2.50 • SWEDEN Kr12 • UK £1.00 • U.S. $1.50 

THE 

INSIDE 
N.Y. mayor denies Black youth 
. a permit to march in Harlem 

-PAGE7 

A SOCIALIST NEWSWEEKLY PUBLISHED IN THE INTERESTS OF WORKING PEOPLE VOL. 62/NO. 31 SEPTEMBER 7, 1998 

34,000 
workers 
walkout at 
US West 
BY BECKY ELLIS 

ST. PAUL, Minnesota- Thirty-five 
thousand members of the Communication 
Workers of America (CWA) went on strike 
at midnight August 15 against US West, 
which provides phone service to 25 million 
customers in 14 western states from Wash­
ington to Iowa. The last strike for these union 
locals was in 1983, when the company was 
still part of AT&T. The main issues in. the 
strike are mandatory overtime and a so­
called pay-per-performance plan. Strikers 
are determined to fight these proposals af­
ter facing tremendous speedup and manda­
tory overtime during the past two years. 

Thousands of workers have been forced 
to work 60 hours or more a week over the 
past couple of years. The company's pro­
posal is to have unlimited forced overtime 
this year and a limit next year of 65 hours 
per week. The company wants to slash pre­
mium pay for overtime after eight hours so 
that workers could be forced to work 12 or 
14 hours a day at straight time. It also pro­
poses to remove double-time for work over 
49 hours in the week. 

In the past five years, US West has re­
duced the number of union jobs by 12.5 
percent while the number of phone lines 
serviced has risen by 20 percent. This 
"downsizing" has caused widely reported 

Continued on Page 11 

Socialist 
Workers 
candidates 
file to get on 
·N.Y. ballot 

BY DON MACKLE 
ALBANY, New York- Socialist Work­

ers candidates and their supporters filed pe­
titions with the New York State Board of 
Elections August 18 containing the signa­
tures of 23,677 New York state residents 
supporting the right of the Socialist Work­
ers 1998 candidates to appear on the ballot 
in the November elections. New York is 
among the 15 states, as well as the·District 
of Columbia, where Socialist Workers can­
didates are running in the elections. (See 
coverage on other campaigns on page 3.) 

'Those who worked to get us on the bal­
lot did so because we are campaigning to 
win support for the growing resistance by 
working people to the unrelenting assaults 
on our standard of living and stepped-up 
attacks on our democratic rights by the capi­
talist class and their government," said Al 
Duncan, the Socialist Workers Campaign 
candidate for governor of New York, at a 
press conference prior to filing the petitions. 
The signatures filed represented more than 
one and a half times the 15,000 signatures 
required by undemocratic state election 
laws. 

The petitions have been submitted to se­
cure ballot status for Duncan, a rail worker 
at Conrail and member of the United Trans­

Continued on Page 3 

Protest U.S. bontbings 
of Sudan, Mghanistan! 
Washington is world~s number one terrorist 

Visible public protests - picket lines, 
demonstrations, speakouts - are needed 
now to condemn Washington's brutal, im­
perial acts of war against Sudan and Af­
ghanistan and demand the bombings stop 
right away. Class-conscious workers need 
to explain that it's the U.S. government that's 
the number-one terrorist in the world. 

The U.S. bombing of Sudan's capital, 
Khartoum, and of Afghanistan was not an 

EDITORIAL 
act of"self-defense" as U.S. officials claim. 
It was a calculated act of imperial aggres­
sion. The Sudanese interior minister, Abdul 
Rahim protested, "This is an attack on our 
land, our sovereignty." 

If they get away with it, the U.S. rulers 
will launch further attacks on sovereign na­
tions. They will attempt more kidnappings 
and arbitrary arrests of individuals around 
the world. They will seek to widen police 
spying, harassment, and the flouting of the 

Continued on Page 14 

U.S. war planes -like 
those above, which were en 
route to violate Iraqi air 
space in January of this 
year - were used for bru­
tal, imperial assault by 
Washington on an indus­
trial area in Sudan's capi­
tal, Khartoum, and at a site 
in Afghanistan, shown on 
map at ri_ght,onAugust 20. 

U.S. planes bomb industrial area in Sudan, Afghanistan 
BY NAOMI CRAINE 
AND MEGAN ARNEY 

President William Clinton ordered U.S. 
warplanes to launch simultaneous assaults 
August 20 on an industrial area in Khartoum, 
the capital of Sudan, and in an area of Af­
ghanistan near the Pakistani border . U.S. 
officials said the air strikes were in retalia­
tion for the August 7 bombings of U.S. em­
bassies in Nairobi, Kenya, and Dar es Sa­
laam, Tanzania. U.S. defense secretary Wil­
liam Cohen also asserted that Washington 
had "compelling evidence" that further at­
tacks were planned against U.S. government 
targets, and that the bombardment was 
aimed at disrupting those plans. 

Speaking to the press soon after the as­
saults on Afghanistan and Sudan began, 
Cohen and Gen. Hugh Shelton, chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, refusea to say what 
kind of weaponry was used, whether there 
was any resistance, and what casualties there 
might be as a result. They claimed that the · 
targets were "terrorist facilities" belonging 
to Osama bin Laden, a wealthy Saudi Ara­
bian who is reportedly living in Afghani­
stan. 

The target in Khartoum was a factory in 
an industrial zone, though Cohen acknowl­
edged it is surrounded by "other areas" of 
the city of 1 million·people. Cohen alleged 
that the plant "could be producing precur-
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sor chemicals, which can be used to pro­
duce VX" nerve gas. 

Interviewed by CNN just an hour after 
the air strikes began, Sudanese interior min­
ister Abdul Rahim declared, "It's a factory 
for medical drugs. It has nothing to do with 
chemical weapons. We have no chemical 
weapons plants in our country." Calling the 
assault "an attack on our land and our sov­
ereignty," Rahim said. Sudanese officials 
were "still assessing the damage. There were 
three or four attacks by two U.S. aircraft. 
We don't know if it's still going on." 

U.S. officials claim the six sites struck in 
Afghanistan were part of a "terrorist train­

Continued on Page 14 

Maintenance 
workers strike 
Conrail 
BYAMYHUSK 

NEW YORK- At 6:00a.m. August 14, 
members of the Brotherhood of Mainte­
nance of Way Employees (BMWE) struck 
the Consolidated Rail Corp. (Conrail). The 
system-wide strike was called by top 
BMWE officials after Conrail broke an 
agreement with the union and contracted 
with a nonunion outfit to construct track in 
Marysville, Ohio. The BMWE represents 
about 3,400 track maintenance workers 
throughout Conrail. They are responsible for 
laying and maintaining tracks, railroad 
bridges, and buildings. 

Most of the 16,000 other union workers 
refused to cross the BMWE picket lines, 
including thousands of conductors, brake­
men, and yardmasters who are members of 
the United Transportation Union (UTU); 
engineers who are in the Brotherhood of 

Continuecl on Page 6 

UN committee backs Puerto Rico's independence - pages 8-9 



Russia: economic crisis deepens 
Moscow let the pegs holding up its frail 

economy fall August 17, and sent the ruble 
plummeting 34 percent. Less than a month 
after the International Monetary Fund ap­
proved a $22.6 billion loan package to the 
Russian government, capitalist investors are 
openly discussing the likelihood that Mos­
cow will default. That government is now 
planning to impose a 90-day moratorium on 
foreign debt payments. One of the purposes 
of the ''bailout" was to pay some of the back 
wages owed to workers at state enterprises 
across the country. This back pay totals 
about 27 percent of Russia's Gross Domes­
tic Product. Miners have just ended road­
blocks and strikes throughout Russia, after 
forcing the government to pay 50 percent of 
the wages owed them. 

The IMF loan was supposedly contingent 
on the government imposing major auster­
ity measures, but it's not clear President 
Boris Yeltsin will be able to implement them. 
Russia's stock market plunged in the sec~ 
ond week of August. Trading was brjefly 
suspended August 13, and the U.S. credit 
rating agencies Moody's and Standard & 
Poor's downgraded Russia's credit rating to 
below "junk" status. With the latest dive, 
Russia's stock market has lost 7 5 percent of 
its value since the beginning of the year. 

Pro~t in Washington, D.C., August 8 demanding Hawaiian independence. 

NATO launches military 
exercises against Kosova 

Some 75 war planes and helicopters, as 
well as 1,700 troops from 14 countries, be­
gan NATO-led military exercises in Alba­
nia August 17, aimed at demonstrating 
Washington's willingness to launch air 
strikes inside Kosova. The military maneu­
vers, organized and led primarily by U.S. 
forces, are to continue until August 22. 

The Serbian regime has stepped up their 
war on the Albanians in Kosova, who make 
up 90 percent of the population, aiming to 
crush their struggle for independence. Wash­
ington and other imperialist governments are 
using the Serbian regime's massive assaults 
as a pretext for ]llilitary intervention in the 
Yugoslav and Albanian workers states. 
"NATO has a wide range of contingencies 
and options ranging from peace support to 
combat operations," said U.S. Adm. Joseph 
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Lopez, NATO commander of the Allied 
Forces-South. 

More than 500 people have reportedly 
died and nearly 230,000 have been displaced 
in Kosova over the last five months. 

Mexican peso, stocks tumble 
As Mexico's stock market dropped for the 

ninth day August 12, the country's currency, 
the peso, skidded to a record low, closing at 
9.23 to the U.S. dollar. 'The only thing you 
can say is we're very vulnerable," said 
Sergio Garcia, head of analysis at Value bro­
kerage fipn in Mexico City. The deepening 
economic crisis in Russia has exacerbated 
the jitters among capitalist investors. ''When 
it's not Russia, it's Indonesia. When it's not 
Indonesia, it's Japan. And when everything 
is going right, the Dow Jones (industrial 
average) falls." 

Floods devastate China 
Thousands of people have died and hun­

dreds of millions of dollars in crops and land 
are threatened in China's worst flooding 
since 1931. Torrential rains have soaked 
central and southern China, forcing the 
evacuation of 13.8 million people from their 
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homes and farms so far. Millions of acres of 
farmland may need to be intentionally 
flooded to prevent major cities from being 
washed out. The floods affected more than 
240 million people, or nearly one-fifth of 
the country's population. In the oil field of 
Daqing, which produces 50 million tons of 
crude oil annually- more than one-third of 
China's total output- 3,000 oil workers 
and tens of thousands of others placed over 
2 million sand bags to try to block the wa­
ter. 

Venezuela: Natives block 
capitalist expansion in rain forest 

Since the beginning of August some 400 
Pemon tribespeople near the Imataca rain 
forest have been blocking traffic on the only 
highway linking Venezuela and Brazil, ef­
fectively halting the construction of a 485-
mile power line for mining companies. The 
powerline construction, which will also de­
stroy the rain forest there, would supply elec­
tricity to the gold mining companies who 
want to exploit the mineral-rich area. In re­
sponse to the Pemon protest, the government 
sent in the National Guard with two tanks 
August 12, who destroyed 20 tents that the 
Pemons were sleeping in. The Pemon held 
strong and by the end of the day a deal was 
struck that all vehicles could pass through 
the highway, except those involved with the 
electricity line. 

Mghanistan: Thliban advances 
In a month-long offensive the reaction­

ary Taliban in Afghanistan, which had con­
trolled three-quarters of the country, has 
moved to conquer the rest of that Far East 
nation. In mid-August, Taliban forces cap­
tured 14 cities and towns from an alliance 
of bomgeois opposition forces in the north. 
Afghanistan borders Pakistan, Iran, and the 
southern flank of the former Soviet states of 
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, and Thrkmenistan. 
Only the governments of Saudi Arabia, the 

The Militant 
Vol. 62/No. 31 
Closing news date: Atigust 20, 1998 
Editor: NAOMI CRAINE 
Business Manager: MAURICE WILLIAMS 
Editorial Staff: Megan Arney, Hilda Cuzco, 
Martin Koppel, Argiris Malapanis, Brian Tay­
lor, and Maurice Williams. 
Published weekly except for one week in Decem­
ber and biweekly from mid-June to mid~ August 
by the Militant (ISSN 0026-3885), 410 West St., 
New York, NY 10014. Telephone: (212) 243-
6392; Fax (212) 924-6040. 

The Militant can be reached via CompuServe 
at: 73311,2720 or via Peacenet at: themilitant 

Internet: 73311.2720@compuserve.com or: 
themilitant@igc.apc.org 

The Militant can be accessed on the internet 
at: gopher://gopher.igc.apc.org:/11/pubs/militant 

Correspondence concerning subscriptions or 
changes of address should be addressed to The 
Militant Business Office, 410 West St., New 
York, NY 10014. 

Periodicals postage paid at New York, NY, and 
at additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to the Militant, 410 West 
St., New York, NY 10014. 

Subscriptions: United States: for one-year 
subscription send $45 to above address. 

Latin America, Caribbean: for one-year sub-

United Arab Emirates, and Pakistan recog­
nize the Taliban regime. The Taliban is 
based on remnants of the feudal powers that 
ruled Afghanistan untill973.1t took power 
in 1996, following a four-year civil war 
among rightist forces that had been backed 
by Washington for two decades in their war 
against a Moscow-backed government. 

Workers at U.S. military base 
in Thrkey strike for wages 

Some 1,400 workers from Thrkey have 
been on strike since July 23 at the U.S. 
Incirlik Air Base. The work stoppage has 
closed the commissary, gas station, dining 
halls, and other facilities at the air base, 
which houses 5,300 military personnel and 
their families, the Associated Press reported. 
Services at bases in Ankara and Izmire have 
also been disrupted. Strikers are demand­
ing that wages be raised every three months 
in line with inflation, which stands at ap­
proximately 70 percent a year. They also 
demand improved benefits and compensa­
tion for earlier pay cuts. Strikers have re­
jected the latest offer by the U.S. govern­
ment, proposed in early August. . Incirlik is 
the base hub for U.S. and British spy flights 
over the "no-fly zone" in northern Iraq. 

200 in Washington, D.C., 
demand Hawaiian independence 

Marking the 100th anniversary of the U.S. 
government's annexation of their islands 
some 200 people demonstrated in Washing­
ton, D.C. August 8, demanding indepen­
dence for Hawaii. The march comes five 
years after U.S. president William Clinton 
was forced to sign a Senate resolution ac­
knowledging the U.S. government's involve­
ment in the 1893 overthrow of the indepen­
dent Hawaiian government. Protesters 
pointed out that the resolution does not settle 
claims against the United States, and pledged 
to intensify pressure on Washington to re­
turn land once owned by native Hawaiians. 
They added that there is growing support 
for sovereignty among Hawaiians. Butch 
Kekahu, oxganizer of the march, said the 
Hawaiian people "have already gotten an 
apology, so now we want to move on 
to .. .independence." 

mtching post for prisoners 
is 'unconstitutionally cruel' 

A Federal judge ruled August 12 that 
Alabama's practice of shackling prisoners 
to a hitching post was unconstitutionally 
cruel, and suspended the punishment pend­
ing a review. The judge, however, did not 
bari the practice completely and ordered the 
Alabama Corrections Department to look 
into whether they could use them "constitu­
tionally." Inmates have challenged the hitch­
ing posts as part of a broader lawsuit against 
the state's 1995 revival of chain gangs. That 
issue was supposedly settled when the state 
said it would stop using shackles on inmates 
who work outside. 

-MEGAN ARNEY 
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Socialist Workers 
get on the ballot 
Continued from front page 
portation Union (UTU); Ruth Robinett, a 
member of the UTU at Amtrak, for lieuten­
ant governor; and Rose Ana Berbeo, an air­
line worker and member of the International 
Association of Machinists, for U.S. Senate. 
In addition the campaign is running garment 
worker Wendy Lyons for state attorney gen­
eral and Ryan Kelly, a leader of the Young 
Socialists, for comptroller. 

Duncan pointed to the campaign's sup­
port to recent strikes and protest actions by 
workers at General Motors, Bell Atlantic, 
Conrail, and Harlem Hospital, as well as 
construction workers, New York City taxi 
drivers, "and countless others who decided 
to fight to press their demands for jobs and 
better wages and working conditions. These 
workers point the way forward for all work­
ing people" said Duncan, pledging to con­
tinue building solidarity with these fights. 

"We are calling on all those who support 
civil liberties and democratic rights to join 
us in demanding that the New York City 
government immediately grant the Million 
Youth March organizers a permit to peace­
fully assemble, march, and rally in Harlem 
on September 5," Duncan added. 

Duncan thanked the many volunteers who 
turned out over the last 12 days to help carry 
through the petition drive successfully. The 
campaign issued an appeal August 5 when 
only 8,600 signatures had been collected. 
In response, more than 75 campaign sup­
porters turned out the following Sunday to 
hit the streets across the state collecting sig­
natures. By the day's end more than 4,000 
signature were collected. 

For the entire next week students on 
school break, workers on temporary layoff, 
volunteers giving up their day off work, and 
other volunteers went out petitioning full­
time. Many others went out at night as they 
got off work. On average they collected over 
800 signatures a day. 

Petitioning teams went to Buffalo, Syra­
cuse, ·L(}llg ·Island, and all of. New York 
City's five boroughs. They petitioned out­
side Bell Atlantic worksites among mem­
bers of the Communication Workers of 
America as they prepared for their strike. A 
number of petitioning teams across the city 
ran into CWA workers who eagerly signed 
and informed the campaign of upcoming 
protest actions by the union. 

·:· 
BY GREG McCARTAN 

BOSTON -Andrea Morell, Socialist 
Workers candidate for U.S. Congress in the 
8th Congressional District, was certified by 
the Secretary of State's office here August 
14 for the November general election bal-

lot. Morell filed 4,578 signatures on nomi­
nating papers urging that she be awarded a 
ballot spot. The Secretary of State concurred 
with Local Boards of Election in the dis­
trict who certified 2, 121 of the signatures 
as valid. This puts the socialist candidate 
over the requirement of 2,000 registered 
voters signatures to be on the ballot. 

Morell also presented petitions with some 
775 additional names of workers and youth 
who are not registered to vote in the 8th CD 
but who want to see the Socialist Workers 
nominee on the ballot. Ted Leonard, a mem­
ber of the Union of N eedletrades, Industrial 
and Textile Employees, is the party's candi­
date for governor. 

After submitting the signatures, Morell 
joined picket lines of fellow rail workers at 
Conrail's Beacon Park yard who struck for 
one day in protest of a company plan to 
outsource work to a nonunion outfit. 

Morell is a longtime activist in the fight 
for women's rights and participated in re­
cent demonstrations in support of ending 
U.S. colonial rule of Puerto Rico, calling for 
independence for the island nation. 

In a statement issued when turning in the 
signatures needed to place her name on the 
ballot, Morell said, "This victory for demo­
cratic rights assures that there will be a work­
ing-class political alternative put forward in 
answer to the growing economic and social 
crisis whose true character and dimension 
become clearer each day. From the world­
wide ramifications of recession in Japan to 
the renewed U.S. war moves in the Balkans 
and against Iraq, there is no stability within 
the framework of the capitalist system. 

"Working people and youth who want a 
meaningful future should not look in the 
direction of my numerous Democratic Party 
opponents or any other capitalist politician. 
Instead we should look to ourselves - to 
our unions and our collective strength as a 
class, ... We should be about building an in­
dependent working-class party, based on a 
fighting trade union movement, that can 
fight for a government of workers and farm­
ers, the majority. That would be truly a 
democratic society." 

The 8th Congressional District comprises 
many working-class communities in Bos­
ton and surrounding cities, as well as a large 
section of the Black community. There are 
10 liberal Democrats vying for the seat va­
cated by Joseph Kennedy, Jr. 

•!• 

BY DAVE WELTERS 
At a press conference in Harrisburg July 

29 the Pennsylvania Socialist Workers Cam­
paign announced its slate for the 1998 elec­
tions. Cecelia Moriarity, a steelworker and 

Volunteers still needed 

• Militant/Megan Arney 
Smce August 8, volunteers have entered nearly half of the subscription list for 
the Militant and the Spanish-language magazine Perspectiva Mundial into a new: 
more professional computer program. More help is needed to finish the project 
by the end of August. To help, contact the Militant at the address on page 2. 

Militant/Amy Husk 
AI Duncan, Socialist Workers candidate for governor of New York, far left, campaigns 
among co-workers on strike at Conrail. 

former coal miner, heads up the slate as the 
candidate for governor. The slate also in­
cludes Jason Coughlin, a member of the 
United Auto Workers, for Lt. Governor and 
John Staggs, a member of the Oil Chemical 
and Atomic Workers, for U.S. Senate. 
Coughlin, 27, is also a member of the Young 
Socialists. 

Socialist Workers candidates Dorothy 
Kolis, a steelworker from Pittsburgh, and 
Nancy Cole, an airline worker from Phila­
delphia, will be on the ballot for Congress. 
Kolis who is running in the 14th Congres­
sional District submitted almost 3,500 sig-

natures towards the 2,400 required. Cole, 
who is running in the 1st CD submitted over 
1,600 toward the 1,000 required. 

The Socialist Workers campaign in Wash­
ington, D.C., is appealing to supporters to 
help in the final days of petitioning to get 
Sam Manuel for mayor and Mary Martin 
for delegate to the House of Representatives 
on the ballot. The petitioning effort goes 
through Sunday, August 23. Anyone who 
would like to volunteer can contact the cam­
paign office at (202) 387-2185. 

280 readers renew 'Militant' subs 
Supporters of the socialist press have 

just finished a six-week campaign to ex­
pand the long-term readership of the 
Militant and its Spanish-language sister 
magazinePerspectiva Mundial by system­
atically asking subscribers to renew. Sup­
porters went slightly over the interna­
tional goal of selling 275 renewal sub­
scriptions to the Militant. Fifty-two Per­
spectiva Mundial subscribers also signed 
up for another six months or more, 60 
percent of the goal socialists had adopted. 

SYDNEY, Australia- The results of our 
renewal campaign are 7 Militant renewals 
and 1 Perspectiva Mundial renewal. One 
Militant renewal was for a year to a coal 
miner who works at a Hunter Valley colliery. 
We met the coal miner on the picket lines 
during the fight by the Maritime Union of 
Australia to keep their union on the docks 
here. 

Additionally, two young workers who 
are brothers have extended their Militant 
subscription for six months. 

More than a quarter of the subscrip­
tions were sold by socialists in the indus­
trial trade unions to their co­

Ron Poulsen 
Sydney, Australia 

workers. RENEWAL DRIVE JULY 3- AUGUST 18 

Socialist workers who are Militant PM 
members of the United Auto Goal Sold % Goal Sold 

Workers have sold 17 renewals of Australia 3 7 233% 1 

the Militant nationally. Eleven of 
those were sold on the job by a Iceland 3 5 167% 

worker at the Ford truck plant in 
Canada 

Edison, New Jersey. 
Toronto 9 17 189"/o 2 

Two other co-workers renewed 
their subscriptions for Perspectiva 

Vancouver 12 14 117"/o 1 

Mundial. Four auto workers who 
Montreal 4 3 75% 3 2 

renewed their subs did so as sup-
Canada Total 25 34 136% 5 5 

porters of the 1998 Socialist United States 
Workers Campaign in New Jersey Philadelphia 8 10 125% 0 
collected signatures outside the Los Angeles 20 24 120% 8 8 
plant to put the candidates on the Miami 10 12 120% 5 5 
ballot. Four others became long- Atlanta 7 8 114% 3 3 

time readers of the socialist press Boston 14 16 114% 3 

after discussing the racist Birmingham, AL 10 11 110% 2 0 

leafleting of a Black community Washington, D.C.* 15 16 107"/o 3 2 

in Elizabeth, New Jersey, and the Des Moines 8 8 100% 4 4 

Socialist Workers Campaign pro- Newark, NJ 20 20 100% 8 5 

test statement. Cleveland 8 7 88% 2 0 

Susan Anmuth New York 30 26 87% 15 9 

Newark, New Jersey Detroit 10 8 80% 2 0 
Houston 8 6 75% 2 1 

TALLADEGA, Alabama - Chicago 14 10 71% 6 2 

Socialist Workers 1998 Campaign San Francisco 17 12 71% 7 2 

supporters and Young Socialists Pittsburgh 10 7 70% 1 0 

brought a small contingent of Twin Cities, MN 13 6 46% 2 0 

unionists and young people from Seattle 13 4 31% 3 2 

Birmingham to participate in the U.S. Total 235 211 90% 77 44 

anti-cop brutality demonstration 
Sweden 4 3 75% 

here August 15, including co-
workers from three plants. United Kingdom 

Supporters of the Militant sold 
23 copies of the socialist news-

London 10 5 50% 2 

weekly, one introductory sub-
Manchester 3 0 0% 0 0 

scription, and distributed several 
UK Total 13 5 38% 2 

hundred leaflets for the August 21 New Zealand 
Militant Labor Forum at the Bir- Christchurch 6 2 33% 
mingham Pathfinder bookstore Auckland 6 2 33% 

entitled, "Stop Racist Attacks! N.Z. Total 12 4 33% 0 0 

Stop Police Brutality!" Several 
Other demonstrators helped to distribute 12 

forum leaflets. International totals 295 281 102% 86 52 
Jamila Williams Goal/Should be at 275 275 100% 85 85 
Birmingham, Alabama *Raised goal 
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Learning the truth about Korea 
How working people in north Korea confront food shortages, U.S. sanctions 
BY ARGIRIS MALAPANIS 
AND SAMANTHA KERN 

PYONGYANG, Korea- Between July 
18 and July 25 we were part of an interna­
tional fact-finding delegation that visited the 
Democratic People's Republic of Korea 
(DPRK). It was initiated by the World Fed­
eration of Democratic Youth (WFDY) and 
hosted by the Kim 11 Sung Socialist Youth 
League. 

The purpose was to get the facts about 
the Korean people's struggle to reunify their 
country and the ongoing campaign by Wash­
ington and Tokyo to deny Korea the right to 
national sovereignty. The delegation's goal 

REPORTERS' 
NOTEBOOK 

was to find out and spread the truth about 
Korea around the world, broadening sup­
port for the demand to get the Yankee troops · 
out and for peaceful unification of the coun­
try. 

Korea's division was instigated by Wash­
ington as it emerged victorious over its im­
perialist rival in Tokyo at the end of World 
War II. It has been maintained by force 
through the presence of some 40,000 U.S. 
troops equipped with nuclear weap0ns in 
south Korea and the seventh fleet of the U.S. 
Navy constantly near Korea's coast. It re­
mains the most important, explosive, unre­
solved national division in the world today. 

The delegation also had a chance to find 
out firsthand how the people and govern­
ment in the DPRK have confronted food 
shortages and other hardships. These are due 
mostly to a string of natural disasters in the 
last four years, the effects of worsening de­
pression conditions in the surrounding capi­
talist countries, and relentless economic and 
other sanctions by Washington. 

The 13-member delegation adopted as its 
banner ''Tear down the wall!" A major part 
of the trip was visiting the so-called Demili­
tarized Zone (DMZ), which cuts across the 
middle of the country along the 38th paral­
lel, and the 150-mile-long concrete wall that 
divides the Korean peninsula from sea to sea. 
This heavily fortified structure was built by 
the south Korean regime, with the aid of its 
U.S. protectors, on the south side of the 
DMZ. As a number of Koreans put it, ''The 
wall is an inhuman physical barrier to re­
unification." 

The visit was organized by WFDY as part 
of activities during the period from June 25 
to July 27, designated by the youth federa­
tion as the month of international solidarity 
with Korea. June 25 marks the anniversary 
of the opening of the 1950--53 Korean War, 
and July 27 is the date of the signing of an 
armistice agreement between the DPRK and 
Washington. U.S. troops first invaded Ko­
rea under the cover of the blue flag of the 
United Nations barely three weeks after 
Korean patriots won independence from 
Japan on Aug. 15, 1945, and proclaimed a 
People's Republic in Seoul that called for 
land reform, nationalization of the country's 
patrimony, and broad democratic rights. 

In an article published in the August 24 
Militant, titled ''Tear down the wall divid­
ing Korea," we reported extensively on the 
aspects of the trip related to Korea's colo­
nial subjugation by Japanese imperialism 
between 1910 and 1945, the anticolonial 
movement, the overturn of capitalism in the 
northern part of the country, the Korean War, 
and the tenacious resistance by the Korean 
people to U.S. imperialism for the last half 
century. This compilation of reporters' notes 
describes several other observations from 
the visit. 

The DPRK has been affected by the capi­
talist depression conditions spreading in 
southeast Asia, especially the crisis in Ja­
pan. U.S. companies are using this crisis to 
buy up, at bargain prices, companies and 
parts of the national patrimony of semico­
lonial countries in the region. 

Since 1994, a series of floods and coastal 
tidal waves have destroyed much of the 
country's agricultural production and caused 
severe food shortages. On top of that, an 
energy shortage has adversely affected in-

dustrial production and living conditions. 
Last winter, central heating was cut off in 
Pyongyang for several days per week, we 
were told. This is due to lower production 
of coal and hydroelectric power- the two 
main sources of energy in the country- be­
cause of flood damage to coal mines and 
dams. In addition, oil imports now have to 
be paid for in hard currency at world mar­
ket prices. Until the opening of the 1990s, 
most oil was imported from the Soviet 
Union, often through barter trade and at pref­
erential prices. After the break-up of the 
USSR, such trade relations came to an 
abrupt end, diminishing available supplies 
of fuel for transportation and other needs. 
Most of the oil today is imported from 
China. But even Beijing has reportedly 
slowed down some oil shipments on credit 
because of Pyongyang's difficulties in meet-

ing payment schedules. 
Washington's economic sanctions, which 

make getting loans from foreign banks very 
difficult, and the U.S. government's cam­
paign to isolate the DPRK and brand it as a 
"terrorist" and ''totalitarian" state, add to the 
economic squeeze. 

Many basic necessities - including 
cooking oil, soap, and canned foods - are 
in short supply and are imported in limited 
quantities, mainly from China and Japan. 
These are available at hotel and other stores 
that sell only in hard currency or in the "con­
vertible" won, a version of the DPRK's cur­
rency that can be exchanged for foreign cur­
rency but is valid only inside the country. 
This situation has increased social inequali­
ties, in a country where the gap is small be­
tween the lowest wages for workers and the 
monthly pay of professionals and others with 
higher income. Doctors and engineers re­
ceive about twice the average monthly wage 
for workers of 250 won. Free education 
through the university level and health care 
as a right for all provide a social wage for 
the entire population that has also dimin­
ished inequalities. 

Today only narrow social layers, such as 
company administrators and managers, have 
access to hard currency and to goods avail­
able at the foreign currency stores. Those 
who get remittances from relatives abroad 
also have an easier time. 

On the way to the DMZ and during visits 
to the Myonhyang mountain resort area and 
to a farm on the outskirts of Pyongyang, we 
had a chance to see parts of the countryside 
and talk to a number of people, including a 
few farmers, about the food situation. 

The areas we saw northwest and south of 
Pyongyang have not been affected much by 
the floods of the last years. The rice, corn, 
and soybean fields were in good shape, over­
whelmingly free of weeds and with healthy­
looking crops. Everyone told us the most 
damage from the natural disasters, includ­
ing huge tidal waves last year, is on the west­
ern coast and in the northern part of the coun­
try. In those areas, flood waters dumped sand 
and stones from riverbanks on agricultural 
land. This will take years to clean up, given 
shortages of fuel and spare parts for machin­
ery. Near the coastal areas, the tidal waves 
flooded rice paddies and wheat fields with 
salt water, destroying crops. 

According to the figures we were able to 
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Militant/Samantha Kern 
Cho II Sun, manager of cooperative farm on outskirts of 
Pyongyang, shows visitors rice paddies July 23 (above). "This 
year we expect a rise in production," Cho said, over the 3 mil­
lion tons of grains produced in 1997, which was half the level 
at the beginning of the 1990s. Food shortages, caused mainly 
by a string of natural disasters, have eased this year. Using 
organic fertilizers and herbicides produced on the cooperative, 
farmers are trying to boost productivity, said Ryong Chun U, 
who works there. He is shown on left with his wife, Kim Pok 
Suk, inside their apartment. 

collect, last year's 
grain production 
was between 2.5 
and 3 million 
tons -down 
from about 6 mil­
lion tons per year 
in the early 

Militant/Argiris Malapanis 1990s. At that 
time the DPRK 

also imported another 3-4 million tons of 
grains from the Soviet Union at favorable 
prices. 

"This year we expect a substantial im­
provement in production," said Cho 11 Sun, 
manager of the Chil Gol cooperative farm 
in a Pyongyang suburb, during an interview 
there July 23. This was a common view 
among many Koreans, but no one was will­
ing to make concrete projections until the 
rainy season of July-August was over. That's 
when most floods have occurred. The 
weather has remained fairly mild so far. 

Most people told us the food shortages 
have eased, but remain severe. However, the 
claims in the big-business press in the United 
States and other imperialist countries that 
the DPRK faces famine and starvation con­
ditions are not true. Observations from our 
visit and accounts, not only by Koreans but 
others who have visited much of the coun­
try, confmned that. ''The U.S. claims of star­
vation have nothing to do with reality," said 
Nirsia Castro Guevara, political consul at 
the Cuban embassy in Pyongyang, who has 
traveled throughout the countryside. "They 
are part of the propaganda by the U.S. gov­
ernment to use food as a weapon to isolate 
and pressure the DPRK into submission. 
There are hardships, but not a famine." 

The diet of many people has been reduced 
to the minimum of the traditional staples of 
rice and soup with greens - which is what 
most people we saw collect in the fields, not 
regular grass as the capitalist media claim. 
Shipments of rice and other grains mostly 
from China, much in the form of humani­
tarian aid, have supplemented the lack from 
domestic production. 

Two leaders of the Kim 11 Sung Socialist 
Youth League told us that soybeans, soy 
milk, and certain varieties of grass are be­
ing widely used as food substitutes in cop­
ing with the shortages. Soy products are a 
traditional part of the diet. At the farm we 
visited, for example, we were offered "ice 
cake" - that is ice cream made from soy 
milk- that has been produced for decades. 
The use of grass is fairly new. 

To make up for the lack of milk and meat, 
the government has encouraged people to 
raise goats, herds of which can now be seen 
everywhere in the countryside as well as in 
parks and elsewhere in Pyongyang and other 
cities. Goats can feed on wild grass, unlike 
cattle, which need animal fodder and are 

mostly used as draft animals today. 
In addition, the number of families rais­

ing chickens, rabbits, and pigs in city apart­
ment balconies, terraces, and yards has ex­
panded tremendously, we were told. Au­
thorities have stopped enforcing laws 
against raising pigs inside city dwellings. 
On the outskirts of Pyongyang we saw one 
apartment where a family of four was rais­
ing a hog in a little second-floor balcony, 
for example. Raising of animals in and 
around apartments in the cities is not new. 
Nearly half of the DPRK's population of 24 
million is rural, and much of the·immigra­
tion to the cities has been in the last few 
decades, so many workers have recent ties 
to the land and are acustomed to habits of 
peasant life. The food shortages, however, 
have propelled such practices. 

Land cultivation has also slightly in­
creased, mainly on the bottom of hills and 
mountains. Cultivation of virtually every 
possible parcel of fertile land, including 
gardens between city apartment buildings 
and riverbanks, has always been government 
policy, though, as north Korea is very moun­
tainous. 

Two of the main measures the govern­
ment has implemented to boost food pro­
duction are allowing deregulated prices at 
farmers markets and reorganizing coopera­
tive farms to give individual farm families 
incentives to produce more. All of the 
country's agriculture is organized in coop­
erative or state farms. The land is national­
ized and cannot be bought or sold on the 
market. In the last three years much of the 
land on cooperative farms has been appor­
tioned to individual families, or groups of 
families, and their income is tied to the level 
of production. No figures were available on 
the extent of this reorganization, but we were 
told that is rapidly becoming widespread 
throughout the countryside. After fulfilling 
the agreed-upon quota with the state, farm­
ers can sell produce at farmers markets 
where prices are determined by supply and 
demand, though the government imposes a 
cap on prices. 

Shortages of food had created social ten­
sions and the beginnings of a black market, 
we were told. These measures have allevi­
ated some of these tensions and decreased 
hoarding of food. 

Raising productivity is part of the effort 
to end the shortages. Ryong Chun U, who 
along with his wife Kim Pok Suk has grown 
rice and vegetables at the Chil Gol collec­
tive farm for 20 years, said, "Our goal is to 
increase productivity from about six tons of 
rice per chongbo last year to eight this year, 
which was the 1993level" (1 chongbo = 2.4 
acres). Using manure and other organic fer­
tilizers and weed killers developed at the 
farm is part of this effort. ''The natural di­
sasters also affected industry and we've 

Continued on next page 



Auto workers, 
cops face off 
in south Korea 
BY ARGIRIS MALAPANIS grown to 15,000 cops 

five days later, with 
water cannon and tear 
gas. 

The Korean Metal Workers' Union in 
south Korea warned on August 13 it would 
call a full-scale strike if south Korean po­
lice staged a raid on workers of the Hyun­
dai Motor Co. who have been striking for 
several weeks in the southern city of Ulsan. 
Up to 5,000 workers and their families have 
set up tents and have been occupying five 
Hyundai auto assembly plants in Ulsan since 
July 20 to protest layoffs. 

An earlier attempt by 
company managers to 
restart production in one Thousands of unionists rally outside Hyundai plant in Ulsan, south Korea, as cops threaten to raid. 

Tens of thousands of union members have 
staged rallies outside the factories to sup­
port the workers who have taken them over. 
About 2,600 cops have ringed the plants and 
on August 13 thousands of additional riot 
police assembled around them, threatening 
a raid to oust the workers. Police forces had 

of these five factories 
that produces the popular Atoz compact car 
was aborted quickly, as workers ''threatened 
to kill" the managers, according to a com­
pany spokesman. 

Officials of the Korean Confederation of 
Trade Unions, representing 600,000 work­
ers at Hyundai and other heavy industries, 
stated August 18 they would "immediately 
launch continued nationwide demonstra­
tions in a comprehensive anti-government 

struggle" if Seoul ordered a police assault. 
Unionists at Hyundai went on strike in 

late May after the company announced it 
would lay off 4,800 workers, 18 percent of 
its workforce, because of a 50 percent drop 
in domestic car sales. 

Workers are demanding the company re­
duce the workweek and retain all employ­
ees instead. Hyundai negotiators broke off 
talks August 12 as the union held steadfast 

by this demand. 
The confrontation is indicative of the 

sharpening class polarization in south Ko­
rea, as depression conditions there have 
worsened steadily since the steep devalua­
tion of the country's currency last Decem­
ber. Unemployment, now at 7 percent, rose 
at an average of 2,000 people per day in the 
first half of the year. It has recently acceler­
ated to nearly 8,000 people laid off per day. 

Reporters' notebook from visit to north Korea 
Continued from previous page 
lacked chemical fertilizers and pesticides." 

Ryong said the farm uses 41 tractors and 
16 trucks - which are owned by state ma­
chine pools that loan them indefinitely to 
the cooperatives - and grows rice, com, 
soybeans, vegetables, and a variety of fruits. 
But much of the labor is manual. About 
1,500 people live on the farm, in small but 
comfortable apartments in three-story build­
ings, and cultivate its 415 chongbos (nearly 
1,000 acres). TWo-thirds of them are farm­
ers. We were told that this was a typical farm 
in terms of land and labor force. 

Manual labor is also extensively used in 
construction. We saw thousands of Korean 
People's Army soldiers building highways 
by transporting rocks from river banks and 
dirt with carriers fastened to their backs. 

It's impossible to spend time in north 
Korea and not be struck by how much has 
been built from scratch in less than half a 
century. Highways, irrigation in the rural 
areas, darns, and a modem subway system 
with two lines in Pyongyang are a few ex­
amples. This is impressive considering the 
country's previous underdevelopment under 
Japanese rule and the massive bombing of 
northern Korea by U.S. forces during the 
1950-53 war. The bombardment left the 
capital and most cities flattened, destroyed 
five of the country's 20 darns, and leveled 
most industry and infrastructure in the coun­
tryside, including village huts. The major­
ity of housing in Pyongyang and other cit­
ies and villages was built in the first decade 
after 1953. 

The most impressive achievement of 
Korea's farmers since 1953 is the construc­
tion· of a vast system of irrigation canals, 
ditches, ponds, and reservoirs. This has 
made possible the production of rice and 
other crops in areas that were previously 

uncultivable.lt also resulted in a significant 
increase in output per acre on lands that were 
already under cultivation. 

Much of this system was undoubtedly dug 
by hand, and from our observation there's 
no question that it is maintained by manual 
labor. We saw a number of farmers in the 
fields with shovels repairing ditches and 
digging out canals clogged with mud. 

We were repeatedly told that transplant­
ing rice seedlings, traditionally the most ar­
duous agricultural job, is now virtually all 
mechanized. Since this process takes place 
in late April and May, we were not able to 
see the rice planting machines used or to 
verify the level of mechanization. 

In addition to the vast irrigation network, 
the government has taken steps to increase 
the water available for agriculture and to 
reclaim land for production. One such 
project is the West Sea Barrage. Built along 
the mouth of Taedong River, which drains 
into the West Sea, it stores billions of cubic 
yards of water to irrigate about 250,000 
acres of reclaimed soil. The barrage main­
tains the river level higher than the sea level 
and prevents the tides from bringing salt 
water up the stream. This is no small ques­
tion for a country where arable land is 
scarce. 

The barrage also supplies drinking water 
to several major towns and villages. A rail­
way, motorway, and sidewalks on top of it 
make travel in the region qualitatively easier. 
The barrage is a huge structure, consisting 
of three locks and 36 sluices. The locks open 
to enable large ships to sail up the river. 
Construction of the barrage was started in 
1981 and was completed in five years by 
the Korean People's Army. 

The West Sea barrage is a concrete illus­
tration of the desire of the people of the 
DPRK for peaceful reunification of Korea. 
It's hard to imagine dedicating the human 
and material resources that it took to build 

this extremely vulnerable structure, and 
other large public works, only to start an­
other war- a claim often promoted by the 
U.S. government- which would result in 
their destruction. No antiaircraft weapons 
or other defensive military equipment is in­
stalled on the barrage. There's plenty of evi­
dence, though, that the drive toward con­
frontation and war comes from Washington 
and its client regime in south Korea. 

The only country in the world today that 
the U.S. government is formally at war with 
is the Democratic People's Republic of Ko­
rea. Washington and Seoul refused to sign a 
peace treaty coming out of the war the im­
perialists launched in 1950. There's only a 
cease-fire and a dividing line that's con­
stantly used by U.S. imperialism to insti­
gate provocations. 

The most recent are joint military exer­
cises between U.S. and south Korean troops 
that began August 17, coined RIMPAC. 
About 13,000 U.S. soldiers, some of them 
based outside Korea, and 57,000 south Ko­
rean troops are involved in the two-week­
long war games, the first this year. The ex­
ercises include simulations of war condi­
tions, including chemical weapons attacks. 

The same day the war games began, the 
New York Times and other big-business dai­
lies gave front-page coverage to U.S. gov­
ernment allegations that its spy agencies 
have "discovered" an underground site in 
north Korea where Pyongyang is suppos­
edly building a nuclear bomb plant. 

The report may lead to scuttling a 1994 
agreement under which the Clinton admin­
istration is to provide $35 million worth of 
heavy fuel oil to north Korea. Under this 
accord, Tokyo and Seoul are supposed to 
shoulder the main financial responsibility 
for building two nuclear reactors for elec­
tricity production in the DPRK, in exchange 
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for the government there allowing interna­
tional inspections of its nuclear complex at 
Yongbyon. 

"North Korea is a dangerous, unpredict­
able country," declared an editorial in the 
August 17 New York Times, stating the 
DPRK "seems to have been caught prepar­
ing to betray its 1994 commitment to trade 
in its nuclear weapons ambitions for $6 bil­
lion in international assistance." Neither the 
south Korean nor the Japanese nor the U.S. 
governments have fulfllled their part of the 
agreement. And the only accusation leveled 
against the DPRK now is that the alleged 
large underground structure may be used in 
the future for nuclear weapons production. 

All Koreans we spoke to or interviewed 
during the trip said that the so-called sun­
shine policy toward the DPRK of south 
Korean president Kim Dae Jung, who was 
elected in February, is merely a democratic 
facade and there is no evidence it will lead 
to normalization of relations with the north. 
When Kim Dae Jung visited the United 
States in June, he called on Washington to 
ease sanctions on north Korea and an­
nounced later he would release political pris­
oners without requiring they sign letters in 
which they renounce their political beliefs. 

''These measures were announced by the 
new government in Seoul to simply mask 
the old policy of dependence on Washing­
ton," said Ju Ho Chol of the international 
relations department of the Kim 11 Sung So­
cialist Youth League. ''This is important at 
a time of labor unrest in south Korea, as the 
capitalist 'miracle' has collapsed, and as it 
is clearer than ever that support for reunifi­
cation without foreign interference is a ma­
jority sentiment in the south." 

Ju and many others cited the continued 
repression of Hanchongryon, a student fed­
eration in the south that supports normal­
ization of relations with the DPRK, and 
workers fighting against austerity measures 
in the south; the announcement in July by 
Kim Dae Jung that U.S. troops should re­
main in south Korea even after unification; 
and Seoul's refusal to allow students to leave 
the south Korean capital and join compatri­
ots from the north for a common rally at 
Panmunjom to celebrate independence day 
on August 15 and demand reunification. 

"Many of the prisoners who have been 
released simply go to a larger prison," Ju 
said. "A number of them continue to face a 
form of house arrest and other restrictions." 
He was also dubious that the political pris­
oners Kim Dae Jung said he would release 
would be let go unconditionally. 

Indeed, when 103 "prisoners of con­
science" were released in south Korea on 
August 15 it became clear that they had to 
first sign a pledge to abide by south Korean 
laws, including the notorious National Se­
curity Law, which deems any contacts with 
the north to be treason. Sixty-nine-year-old 
Woo Yong Gak, who has led a movement in 
jail for 40 years against signing such loy­
alty oaths, and at least 20 other political pris­
oners are still incarcerated. The big-business 
press had speculated in June that Woo would 
be among those released. 
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Rail workers shut 
down Conrail 
Continued from front page 
Locomotive Engineers or the UTU; and 
train dispatchers. This solidarity quickly 
shut down the operations of the nation's 
fifth-largest freight railroad, until the picket 
lines were forced down by court order that 
same afternoon. 

Court uses Railway Act against strikers 
Like all rail unions, the BMWE is con­

strained by the National Railway Labor Act. 
Passed by Congress in 1926, and since ex­
tended to cover the airlines industry, this 
antilabor law is a labyrinth of red tape that 
trammels union power, especially the use 
of strikes. In this walkout, Conrail's attor­
neys were in court within hours, and U.S. 
district judge John Giles issued an order de­
manding the rail workers return to the job. 

Nonetheless, the nine-and-a-half hour 
strike gave a picture of the power of rail 
labor and a glimpse of the discussion and 
spirit of resistance among workers in the rail 
industry today, where workers are feeling 
the results of years of substantial crew cuts 
and other reductions in the work force. 

In an attempt to keep the trains moving 
despite the strike, Conrail forced many of 
the crews that had started work the night 
before to keep working. But as these crews 
reached the maximum 12 hours that they 
could work as mandated by law, the rail­
road began to grind to a halt. At the Oak 
Island yard in Newark, New Jersey, super­
visors came out to the gate around 9:30a.m. 
and told workers that the yard was shutting 
down and everyone should go home. 

"It's about time someone had the guts to 
stand up to Conrail!" shouted one UTU 
member at Oak Island when he arrived. 
Another asked, "Where are our signs? 
Shouldn't we have signs to show our sup­
port?' 

20 miles west of Boston in Framingham, 
came to picket. Falzone constructed a make­
shift sign that read, "BMWE on strike" out 
of a piece of a cardboard box, and stuck it 
prominently on his truck. At one point a 
UTU official drove up, patrolling to make 
sure that gate was covered and that no UTU 
members went in to work. 

In Baltimore, fewer than 15 BMWE mem­
bers were available to cover the three gates 
at the Bayview yard. Their presence shut 
down most operations. These pickets were 
buoyed when they learned the combined 
crafts had shut down the large Enola yard 
near Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, the main ter­
minus for Baltimore and Washington trains. 

On the lines in Baltimore there was dis­
cussion about the need to send the company 
a message through the strike, even if it was 
likely - some thought inevitable - that it 
would be ended quickly through a court in­
junction. Several workers pointed to the need 
to send a message to CSX and Norfolk 
Southern (NS), the two railroads that are in 
the process of taking over Conrail. Workers 
discussed whether NS and CSX would be 
upset that they were getting "disgruntled" 
workers, and some thought it was good to 
let them know that workers were "dis­
gruntled." 

At the Conrail intermodal facility (a yard 
where cargo is transferred between trucks 
and trains) at South Kearney, New Jersey, 
BMWE strikers were greeted with constant 
blaring horns from truck drivers expressing 
their support for the union. 

Solidarity from UPS drivers 
"I think unionism is on the rise again," 

declared striker Jeff Briley, ''There's a lot 
more support from other unions. Unions are 
not just saying 'Take care of me and to hell 
with everyone else.' There's more solidar­
ity. The unions are realizing the need to fight 
against divide and conquer." 

Briley's point was emphasized by the fact 
that drivers for United Parcel Service refused 
to drive into the struck facility, forcing UPS 
to call out supervisors to drive the trucks in. 

Militant/Stu Singer 
BMWE strikers picket Conrail Bayview Yard in Baltimore, Maryland, August 14. 

Members of the Teamsters union at UPS 
won a victory last August after a 15-day na­
tionwide strike that brought UPS operations 
to a virtual standstill. One UPS driver ex­
plained to BMWE strikers that they needed 
to put more pickets at the gate where the 
drivers were going in, so they would be more 
visible to the Teamsters. "After going 
through nine strikes, there's no way I'm 
going to cross a picket line," he said. 

UPS supervisors frantically scurried 
around, trying to get between drivers and 
the strikers before they could talk to each 
other. A few drivers defiantly stood and 
talked with the Conrail workers in spite of 
the bosses, while they waited for supervi­
sors to drive their trucks out. 

BMWE striker Robert Dixon pointed out 
that his son works for UPS and is still work­
ing part -time, despite last year's strike settle­
ment that promised to create more full-time 
positions at UPS. "We'll strike again if we 
have to," to enforce the agreement, re­
sponded one of the UPS workers. 

Some BMWE members complained that 
they did not know about the strike until the 
night before or the morning of the strike. 
Many workers approved of the tactic of 
keeping the work stoppage a secret from the 
company. Others thought that it could have 
been better prepared. 

AI Dinkelo, aBMWE member who works 

at the Elizabeth port yard in New Jersey, 
said, ''The strike was very unorganized. If 
you're going to do something like that, you 
have to have a master plan." Dinkelo had 
driven to the North Bergen, New Jersey, to 
picket after hearing that there was no picket 
line there. He pointed out that the Teamsters 
local that organizes UPS drivers who drive 
into the yard was not notified about the 
strike, and train crews at North Bergen went 
into work because they didn't know. 

This is the second strike this year by mem­
bers of the BMWE. In May, about 2,500 
BMWE members struck the Burlington 
Northern-Santa Fe railroad for about five 
and half hours before they were forced back 
to work. The strike shut down BNSF opera­
tions in nine states when members of other 
unions refused to cross the picket lines. 
BMWE members at BNSF were striking to 
prevent the company from changing the se­
niority districts and the way in which work­
ers gain seniority in a new position. These 
changes would have led to track mainte­
nance workers having to travel longer dis­
tances away from home to work. 

Amy Husk is a member of the UTU at 
Conrail's Oak Island yard. UTU members 
Emily Fitzsimmons in Pittsburgh, Sarah 
Ullman in Boston, and Stu Singer in Wash­
ington, D.C., contributed to this article. 

At the Conway Yard outside of Pitts­
burgh, Pennsylvania, one of the largest yards 
in the country, only a few locomotives were 
moving at what is normally a busy time of 
day. Rail conductors, engineers, and car in­
spectors who came to work not knowing of 
the strike gathered for hours in a parking 
lot across the street from the entrance, dis­
cussing the issues in the strike and demon­
strating their solidarity. One recently hired 
brakeman, who used to work as a coal miner, 
said he hadn't seen anything like this since 
the 1970s. He joined the pickets for a few 
hours after being called to work early that 
morning. 

Micmac Natives fight for land rights in Quebec 

In the Cleveland area, every yard was shut 
down except the one that services the GM 
plant in Parma, where no picket line was 
set up. Third-shift crews were held over for 
their full twelve hours, but most did no work 
after the strike began. 

BMWE member Dave Reid from Avon, 
Indiana, said, "Nobody's crossing our picket 
lines, just management. There's trains sit­
ting in the yard that aren't going out." 

The railroad grinds to a halt 
At Boston's Beacon Park yard, the east­

em terminus of Conrail, Steve Falzone, a 
member of BMWE Local 228 who works 

BY BOB CANTRICK 
AND JOE YOUNG 

MONTREAL, Quebec- On August 17, 
Micmac people in the community of 
Listuguj took down barricades, the first of 
which went up in mid-July when they 
blocked access to the GDS saw mill. On 
August 6 they set up barricades along High­
way 132, cutting off traffic. Listuguj is a 
community of Native people on the Gaspe 
Peninsula in eastern Quebec. The Micmacs 
on the barricades, who were demanding the 
right to cut wood on crown land, won cut­
ting rights to 30,000 cubic meters of wood 
per year from the Quebec government As 
part of an agreement, no charges will be laid 
against those who defended the barricades. 

The Micmacs had been demanding 
160,000 cubic meters. Gary Metallic, a he-

reditary Chief and leader of the protest, said, 
"I stand by the principle that we are the 
owners of this land. This is short term and 
the negotiations will continue. For the sake 
of not bringing confrontation or bloodshed, 
this was the best way to go." 

Jobs and access to natural resources are 
among the underlying issues in this fight. 
Unemployment among Natives on the re­
serve is 70 percent. Many residents must 
seek employment outside the reserve, where 
they encounter discrimination. Susan Isaac­
Metallic, who works at the Listuguj Arts and 
Cultural Center and has been on the barri­
cades, described her effort to find work 
across the Restigouche river in the town of 
Campbellton. When a prospective employer 
saw her name and where she lives, he threw 
her application in the garbage. 

Refugees discuss how to fight racist attacks 
BY DANIEL AHL Cemal Demirovic, a friend of the Kajtazi 
AND ANITA OSTLING family. He spent six and a half years in Swe-

GIMO, Sweden -A gang of skinheads den before he got his legal papers and was 
attacked a refugee camp July 24 in this com- able to move out of the camp. 
munity of 2,500 people about 50 miles Another man from Kosova said that he 
northeast of Stockholm. They stabbed has just gotten his permit to stay after seven 
Redep Kajtazi, who came here 18 months and a half years. Now he wants to move to 
ago from Kosova, in the arm and the side, Stockholm. "But they won't let me. They 
puncturing his right lung. will send me somewhere else. I'm sure." 

"After midnight we heard noise," said Some 350 refugees live in the camp, 
Naser Kajtazi, the wounded man's son. "My where they are required to stay until the get 
father and I went out, and then we saw a legal papers. 
crowd of maybe 30 skinheads rushing to- Koorosh Khosravi is from Iran and has 
ward us. We began to run back into the spent four years in the camp. He now has 
house, but they caught up with my father his papers and works as an operator at a lo-
and stabbed him. cal factory. Khosravi heads up the Refugee 

"We don't know them, we have never Council, a voluntary organization that aids 
done anything to them. Why would they do the refugees. He told the Militant he has pre-
this?" Naser Kajtazi continued "I left viously warned the authorities about the 
Kosova to get away from the war. And now danger of racist aggression in Gimo. "They 
this .... It would be better for us to have a claimit'sacaseoffightingyouthgangs.But 
residence permit. Then we could move away it's their job p:.;-ovide safety (m: us .... The 
from here." authorities defend these peopl~ indirectly. 

"I'm from Serbia, but I'm a Muslim and Windows were smashed on ~onday. The 
these are my brothers and sisters," says skinheads had had a party the 

1
weekend be-
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fore. Their party this weekend served as the 
starting point for attacking the camp." 

After the assault on the Gimo camp, the 
Refugee Council and the residents immedi­
ately demanded that the cops patrol the area 
at night to ward off further attack. Then 
Khosravi publicly raised a discussion about 
the refugees forming self-defense units. 
"Since then, the police have been here with 
two cars at night. So we've let discussion 
rest for a while." 

The idea of self-defense has sparked a 
debate among the refugees in the camp. 
Some are afraid that it might be provoca­
tive, and hope that Khosravi's threat will put 
sufficient pressure on the cops to keep guard­
ing the camp at night. Others favor the idea 
of staying alert and being prepared if neces­
sary. Signs in the windows read: "Stop Rac­
ism" and "Defend The Right To Asylum." 

Daniel Ahl is a member of the Young So­
cialists and Anita Ostling is a member of 
the Transport Workers Union in Stockholm, 
Sweden. 

The owner of the GDS sawmill, Guildo 
Deschenes, openly told the Montreal daily 
La Presse, "We don't hire Micmacs because 
that would create tensions." 

Micmacs began protest actions on July 
16 when the provincial Quebec government 
of premier Lucien Bouchard ordered saw­
mills in the area to stop accepting wood cut 
by Micmac loggers, claiming such timber 
was being harvested "illegally." On August 
6, when the Micmacs blocked Highway 132, 
the struggle became daily front-page news 
in Quebec and the lead story on news broad­
casts. The major news media refer to the 
protesters as "dissidents" with little support. 

But Metallic pointed out that since this 
struggle began, those supporting the fight 
have held democratic decision-making 
meetings almost every night. On August 9, 
a parade through the reserve supporting the 
demands of those on the barricades drew 127 
cars and as many as 300 people, according 
to several activists who spoke to Militant 
correspondents the next morning. Listuguj 
has about 2,800 residents. 

The media also made much of the fact 
that sawmill workers were being inconve­
nienced by the closing of their workplace. 
There was one demonstration August 7 in 
the nearby town of Pointe-a-la Croix against 
the barricades. Lyta Isaac, the director of the 
Arts and Cultural Center at Listuguj told 
these reporters, "They were stopping traffic 
and swearing at people who appeared Na­
tive." On August 12, the Quebec govern­
ment agreed to compensate sawmill work­
ers and area businesses for their losses. 

The fight of the Micmacs has begun to 
attract support elsewhere. About 75 people 
rallied August 16 in downtown Montreal in 
front of the Hydro Quebec office building, 
where Bouchard has an office, to demand 
that the provincial government meet the 
Micmacs' demands and that no SQ [provin­
cial police] or army be sent against them. 

Joe Young is a member of United Steelwork­
ers of America Local 7625. 



N.Y. mayor denies 
permit for Million 
Youth March 
Organizers vow to hold it in Harlem 
BYALDUNCAN 

NEW YORK -The city administration 
here is carrying out an attack on democratic 
rights. Mayor Rudolph Giuliani has·denied 
a. permit to organizers.ofthe Million Youth 
March to assemble September 5 at their 
planned site - Malcolm X Boulevard in 
Harlem, from 118th to 147th streets. 

March organizers have announced they 
will proceed with their plans and will seek 
a federal court ruling overturning Giuliani's 
order. An August 17 press conference held 
inside Rev. Alfred Sharpton's National Ac­
tion Network Harlem headquarters. 
Sharpton, who ran for mayor in the Demo­
cratic primary last year, was flanked by State 
Sen. David Paterson, a Harlem Democrat; 
Police Sgt. Eric Adams, who heads the 100 
Blacks in Law Enforcement; and attorneys 
for the organizing group. 

''We're going to court because the city 
has forced us to go to court," said Roger 
Wareham, a lawyer for the coordinators , at 
the news conference. 'The real issue is very 
simply a constitutional issue: Does the First 
Amendment apply to Harlem and to Afri­
can-American and Latino youth?" 

Malik Shabazz, another lawyer for the 
youth march, said, "It has never been the 
intent of the organizers to have anything 
other than a peaceful march, that it would 
stand on the same foundation as the Mil­
lion Man March and the Million Woman 
March." Those events- which attracted 
hundreds of thousands, reflecting anger 
among working people who are Black over 
falling living standards, racist discrimina­
tion, and attacks on affirmative action -
took place in Washington, D.C., in 1995 and 
in Philadelphia last year respectively. 
Shabazz declined to say how many people 
are expected for the New York action. 

While Sharpton demanded Giuliani grant 
a permit for the Harlem site, Paterson called 
for talks between city officials and march 
organizers ''to sound the alarm in advance ... 
that there is a risk of confrontation." Pater­
son said he doesn't think the march should 
take place without a permit. Many other 
politicians who are Black have taken their 
distance from the organizers' resolve to hold 
the march in Harlem, while a number have 
called on its leaders to call it off or to agree 

to Giuliani's proposals to hold it at Randalls 
Island or at Van Cortland Park in the Bronx 
and to consider another date, September 19. 

"I am writing him a letter to ask him to 
call it off," said Charles Rangel, a Demo­
cratic congressman from Harlem, on Au­
gust 12, referring to national convener of 
the march Khalid Abdul Muhammad. "I 
think it's a very bad idea that someone like 
him would be taking advantage of the frus­
trations of our teenagers to have a march 
without any agenda and without any goals. 
It's clear to me that Khalid Muhammad 
wants to have a confrontation." Dennis 
Walcott of the New York Urban League and 
other groups representing the interests of 
middle-class Blacks have a similar stance. 

Muhammad is the founder of the New 
Black Muslim Movement and the New 
Black Panther Party. He is a former aid to 
Nation of Islam leader Louis Farrakhan, the 
main sponsor of the Million Man March. 
Muhammad was dismissed as a spokesman 
for the organization in 1994 after a speech 
the previous year during which he called 
Jews "bloodsuckers." 

In addition to Sharpton, the march has 
the endorsement of Malikah Shabazz, the 
youngest daughter of Malcolm X; and the 
December 12 Movement, one of the lead­
ers of which, Erica Ford, chairs the host or­
ganizing committee. Louis Farrakhan has 
supported the action, but has reportedly not 
endorsed it, according to the August 20-26 
Amsterdam News. Various rap musicians 
and other artists have offered their support. 

Demands put forth by the organizers in­
clude supporting "our God and the Ances­
tors," releasing all political prisoners, draw­
ing students and youth to dedicate them­
selves to community service and nation 
building, more Black business and economic 
development, full and complete reparations 
for the descendants of slaves, jobs forB lack 
youth, Black studies and African-centered 
learning, an end to gang conflict and vio­
lence, security units to patrol and control 
Black communities, and opposition to rac­
·ist policies and police brutality. 

A similar event taking place in Atlanta 
over Labor Day weekend has much broader 
support among Black politicians and civil 
rights organizations. Endorsers of the Mil-

NWA flight attendants demand contract 

Militant/John Sarge 
Chanting "We've been patient, we've been polite. Now we're ready to fight, fight, 
fight!" 250 Northwest Airlines flight attendants and supporters picketed outside 
the airline terminal at Detroit's Metro Airport August 7. The pickets were joined 
by auto workers, locked-out Detroit newspaper workers, and other unionists. 
The flight attendants, members of Teamsters Local2000, held pickets and rallies 
at 10 airports around the country demanding the company end its 23-month 
delay in a contract offe& 

lion Youth Movement activities there in­
clude the NAACP, Southern Christian Lead­
ership Conference, Nation of Islam, Na­
tional Council of Negro Women, and Demo­
cratic Party politician Jesse Jackson. The 
National Black Police Association is also 
an endorser. Under the theme "Preparing 
Youth for the New Millennium," the activi­
ties include a town hall meeting on Septem­
ber 4, forums and a Hip Hop Poetry Party 
next day, a gospel concert, and a mass rally 
on Auburn Ave. September 7. 

Debate has raged in the media in New 
York ov6r the Million Man March. In order 
to justify his permit denial, Giuliani has 
called the action a "hate march" because of 
"race-baiting and anti-Semitic" comments 
by its organizers. Other bourgeois politi­
cians have taken their distance from ban­
ning the march in Harlem. Former New 
York mayor Edward Koch has condemned 
Khalid Muhammad as a "racist, anti-Semite, 
Catholic basher, an~ gay basher." At the 
same time, Koch has stated the city has no 
right to block the march. 

The action by Giuliani, which he justi­
fies on the grounds that police cannot guar­
antee public safety for a large march at the 
proposed site, follows other att~cks by his 
administration on civil liberties and demo­
cratic rights this year. These included the 
use of massive numbers of police to prevent 
a protest by taxi drivers and launching a cop 
attack on a 40,000-strong rally of construe-

tion workers. The August 18 New York 
Newsday predicted that federal courts are 
likely to rule against Giuliani's permit de­
nial. "In May, a federal judge said the city 
violated the First Amendment rights of taxi 
drivers by refusing to permit more than 20 
of them to assemble for a demonstration," 
the paper reported. 

''We call on the labor movement and all 
defenders of democratic rights to join us in 
demanding that the New York city adminis­
tration immediately grant the Million Youth 
March organizers a permit to peacefully as­
semble, rally, and march in Harlem Septem­
ber 5," said Socialist Workers candidate for 
U.S. Senate Rose Ana Berbeo in a statement 
August 18. "Anti-Semitic statements by 
Khalid Muhammad, which divide working 
people, are not the issue. At a time when 
defensive actions by the working class are 
on the rise and racist discrimination and 
police repression are reproduced daily by 
the dog-eat-dog capitalist system, the need 
to defend democratic rights is paramount." 

At a meeting of 200 at Harlem's National 
Black Theater August 18, march organizers 
called for a vigil beginning August 28 and 
culminating September 5 at the State Office 
Building in Harlem to press their demand 
for a permit from the city. 

Al Duncan is a member of the United Trans­
portation Union and the Socialist Workers 
candidate for Governor of New York. 

Arrest of Black youth for murder sparks protests 
BY SARAH KATZ 
AND ALYSON KENNEDY 

CHICAGO- At an August 16 press 
conference at the Beth-El All Nations 
church in Englewood, a Black working­
class community on the south side of Chi­
cago, community residents and church lead­
ers protested the unjust and racist treatment 
of two Black youth. These children, ages 
seven and eight, were arrested and charged 
with the murder of an 11-year-old girl, Ryan 
Harris, on August 9. 

Rev. Gregory Daniels, spokesperson at 
the press conference and president of Vot­
ers United for Truth and Change, said, 
"These boys are being treated like adult 
criminals. They haven't been proven guilty." 
The media has made these boys into "the 
poster boys of mini-murderers," he added. 

Harris, who is also Black, was found dead 
on July 28 in weeds in a vacant lot in the 
Englewood area. She had been hit in the 
head with a blunt object, fracturing her skull, 
and died of asphyxiation. She had leaves 
and grass stuffed in her nose and her under­
pants shoved in her mouth. 

The girl's body was seminude and initial 
reports claimed that she had been sexually 
violated with a foreign object. The boys 
were not charged with sexual abuse. 

After the girl's body was discovered, ev­
ery detective available from the Wentworth 
police station blanketed the Englewood 
area, going house to house questioning resi­
dents. After questioning the accused boys 
two times, the cops arrested them and took 
them to the Wentworth Area Headquarters. 

Police claim the children were brought 
in because they had information that only 
authorities and the perpetrators would have 
known about the case. At the police station 
the seven- and eight-year-old were interro­
gated by five police officers without a par­
ent or legal counsel in the room. 

In the initial massive house-to-house 
questioning, at least four eyewitnesses gave 
information they saw Harris with an older 
man just before she disappeared. This same 
infonnation was given by one of the accused 
boys the first time detectives questioned 
him. Police say they have followed that lead, 
but got nowhere. The August 17 Chicago 
Sun Times reported that ''police are not look­
ing for other suspects." 

Nevertheless, the 16-year-old uncle of the 
eight-year-old was picked up by police who 
"put him in the car, rode him around for al­
most two hours ... interrogating him about 
the murder," the teenager's mother said. At­
torney Lewis Myers, lawyer for the eight­
year-old, spoke out against this intimidation 
of his client's family by police August 17. 
"There were no charges, no warrant," 
against'the boy's uncle, he said. 

The case "smacks of the Rolando Cruz 
syndrome," the attorney added, referring to 
the case of a Chicago man who spent 13 
years on death row, framed up for murder. 

Judge Gerald Winiecki ruled August 10 
that there was enough evidence to hold the 
boys in custody. The Chicago Tribune's 
Tuesday headline roared, "Police say sus­
pects not too small to kill." But in the news­
paper the next day it was stated that "there 

is little, if any, physical evidence linking the 
boys to the crime. In describing how they 
came to charge the two Chicago boys, po­
lice made no mention of any physical evi­
dence or.eyewitnesses." 

This case has made national news and has 
been on the front page of the major Chicago 
papers for over a week. The youth are being 
portrayed in the media as guilty. This came 
through in an editorial in the Chicago Tri­
bune August 12, which stated that the boys 
are "salvageable souls with the potential for 
long productive lives ahead of them. Sadly, 
that is not always true, even for youthful 
offenders, but it is the duty of the juvenile 
court to presume that to be the case until 
proven otherwise." 

The case has also sparked a flurry of opin­
ion columns on "child crime." 

The Rev. Paul Jakes Jr., pastor of Old St. 
Paul Missionary Baptist Church and one of 
the leaders in the fight against the police 
beating of Jeremiah Meardy, a Black youth, 
told the Chicago Defender, "Racism is alive 
and well in Chicago. They have flipped with 
the Constitution. A person is supposed to 
be innocent until [proven] guilty, but some 
media have portrayed them as guilty before 
their day in court." 

Hearings continued for four days over 
what to do with the boys. Under Illinois law, 
children under 10 can not be placed in a 
locked facility. During the hearings the boys 
were kept at the Hartgrove Hospital psychi­
atric facility. 

The mother of the 7-year -old, labeled the 
"aggressor" by police, said she was told af-

ter her son was charged that she "had to sign 
him over to the hospital or they would give 
him to [the Illinois Department of Children 
and Family Services] and I wouldn't see him 
until the trial. I didn't want them to take him 
away like that. I said, 'Where's the papers?"' 

After the second day's court session, the 
mother was able to spend a few minutes with 
her son under the watchful eye of the court 
bailiff. She was ~ot allowed to touch him, 
however, even to give him a hug. 

A final decision was made on August 13, 
when, after testimony from two child psy­
chology experts that the seven and eight year 
old are not a danger to themselves or oth­
ers, Judge Winiecki sent them home. They 
are restricted to the house, however, and are 
required to wear custom-made electronic 
monitoring devices on their ankles that trig­
ger a computer at the police station if the 
children stray more than 150 feet from a 
sensor device. Juvenile probation officers 
conduct unannounced visits to their homes. 

Rev. Gregory Daniels, at the press con­
ference demanded that "the home monitor­
ing system be removed, the charges be 
dropped, and an official public apology from 
the police department and Mayor Richard 
M. Daley." 

Sarah Katz is a member of Union of Needle­
trades, Industrial and Textile Employees 
Local61 and Socialist Workers candidate 
for Lt. Governor of Illinois. Alyson Kennedy 
is a member of Oil, Chemical and Atomic 
Workers Local 7-507 and Socialist Work­
ers candidate for U.S. Senate. 
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SWP: Puerto Rican 
independence is a 
necessity for workers 
in the United States 

The following statement was presented 
August 11 by Olga Rodriguez on behalf 
of the Socialist Workers Party National 
Committee to the United Nations Special 
Committee on Decolonization. She was 
among more than 30 representatives of 
organizations who testified at the 
committee's two-day hearings on Puerto 
Rico. Rodriguez, a ramp worker at 
Northwest Airlines in New York and 
member of the International Association 
of Machinists, was the Socialist Workers 
candidate for mayor of New York in the 
1997 elections. Subheadings have been 
added by the Militant • . 

Distinguished Chairman and Honored 
Committee Members: 

Others have testified here to abundant 
facts demonstrating that Puerto Rico is a 
U.S. colony, and describing the brutal con­
sequences of this colonial subjugation for 
the Puerto Rican people. 

As several Puerto Rican patriots have elo­
quently explained today, independence from 
U.S. rule is a necessity for the people of 
Puerto Rico if they are to freely determine 
their own course. I would like to add that 
Puerto Rico's independence is also a neces­
sity to advance the interests of the over­
whelming majority of the people of the 
United States. 

Colonialism divides us 
Working people in the United ·states not 

only have absolutely no interest in the con­
tinued colonial domination of Puerto Rico, 
its elimination would substantially 
strengthen our ability to unite ourselves in 
defense of our common interests. A century 
ago the rising imperialist interests within the 
United States orchestrated the conquest of 
the Puerto Rican people. Ever since then, 
that act by the U.S. rulers- and its conse­
quences- have only weakened and divided 

us. Jim Ctow racist segregation was imposed 
in the South as part of the same political 
dynamic in those years, dealing historic 
blows to workers and farmers in the United 
States, blows whose consequences they feel 
to this day. 

Only the handful of superrich, property­
owning families whose interests are repre­
sented by the U.S. government benefit from 
this colonial rule. They exploit the labor and 
resources of that nation, and use Puerto 
Rico's subjugation as an example to intimi­
date those fighting for freedom and human 
dignity throughout the world. Independence 
will deal a blow to our common enemy -
the world's last empire, whose tentacles ex­
tend around the globe. 

That is why, Mr. Chairman, on behalf of 
the National Committee of the Socialist 
Workers Party, I would like to speak here 
today to the damaging effects that U.S. co­
lonial rule of Puerto Rico has on working 
people in this country, who like our broth­
ers and sisters in Puerto Rico, live not by 
exploiting others, but by our own sweat and 
blood. 

Ever since U.S. troops invaded and oc­
cupied Puerto Rico 100 years ago, the U.S. 
government has sought to hide its true rela­
tion to that Caribbean nation. They call Pu­
erto Rico a "commonwealth" rather than a 
colony. They periodically organize fraudu­
lent plebiscites, in order to sow confusion 
not only among the people of Puerto Rico, 
but also among working people and op­
pressed nationalities in the United States. 
They hope to prevent us from understand­
ing that Washington is an imperial power 

. whose armed forces remain stationed in 
Puerto Rico, and that Puerto Rico is the larg­
est remaining colony in the world. 

Puerto Ricans in the U.S. 
Given the conditions U.S. domination has 

created in Puerto Rico - where the aver-

Militant/Elizabeth Stone 
"Colonial rule provides Washington with a bottomless well of rationalizations to erode 
the democratic rights of working people in the United States." Above, June protest 
condemns frame-up of Puerto Rican independence activist Jose Solis in Chicago. 

age income is less than half that of Missis­
sippi, the poorest state in the union - four 
of every ten Puerto Ricans have been forced 
to emigrate to the United States in search of 
work and a wage they and their families can 
live on. Puerto Ricans are an important com­
ponent of the working class in this country. 

Today a new generation of Puerto Ricans 
is making its voice heard in the United 
States. On July 25, I had the honor of march­
ing with some of them at a demonstration 
here in New York that, along with marches 
in Washington, D.C., and San Francisco, 
demanded ail end to U.S. colonial rule. Tens 
of thousands marched for those same de­
mands in Gminica, Puerto Rico, that same 
day. 

The U.S. colonial domination of Puerto 
Rico reinforces racism, national chauvinism, 
anti-immigrant prejudice, and other divi­
sions among working people in the United 
States that undermine the labor movement 
and serve the interests of the employers. 
Colonialism feeds every reactionary force 
in U.S. society - from those who promote 
"English-only" measures and want to end 
bilingual and bicultural education, to those 
who attack affmnative action and other hard­
fought gains of working people. As some­
one involved in the· Chicano struggle for 
many years, I can testify to that reality. 

Police spying, victimization 
Colonial rule of Puerto Rico provides the 

U.S. government with a bottomless well of 

rationalizations to erode the democratic 
rights of working ·people in the United 
States. The massive FBI spying and harass­
ment of Puerto Rican independence advo­
cates, unionists, and other fighters for Pu­
erto Rican rights, has been well-documented 
over the past quarter century. The cops and 
courts have intimidated, imprisoned, and in 
some cases organized the outright murder 
of Puerto Rican political activists - giving 
a green light to the operations of political 
police agencies against labor and other so­
cial protest movements in the United States. 

Grand juries, including two currently con­
vened in Chicago, are used as courts of in­
quisition to frame up pro-independence ac­
tivists and to try to smear the Puerto Rican 
independence movement as terrorists in the 
eyes of public opinion. These grand juries 
set an example for similar star-chamber ac­
tions against other opponents of U.S. gov­
ernment policies. 

Mr. Chairman: 
Others have eloquently testified to the 

injustice of the draconian sentences imposed 
on the fifteen Puerto Rican political prison­
ers held in U.S. jails- and the hypocrisy 
of the U.S. rulers who pretend to speak for 
human rights and political freedoms in other 
lands. These courageous and unbroken fight­
ers, among the longest-held political pris­
oners in the world, are in jail for one crime 
and one crime only: their determination to 
end the colonial subjugation of their home-

Continued on Page 10 

Havana: 'Puerto Rico has right to self-determination' 
The following speech was given by 

Rafael Dausa, Cuban Deputy Permanent 
Representative to the United Nations, 
before the United Nations Special Com­
mittee on Decolonization August 11. 
Dausa was motivating a resolution spon­
sored by the Cuban government support­
ing Puerto Rico's right to independence 
and self-determination. 'Iranslation into 
English is by the Militant. 

Mr. Chairman: 
On January 5, 1892, Cuba's National 
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Hero Jose Marti made public the statutes of 
the Cuban Revolutionary Party, the party 
that would lead the struggle for indepen­
dence during the closing years of the 19th 
century. Allow me to briefly quote Article 
1 of this document. ''The Cuban Revolution­
ary Party is constituted in order to gain, with 
the combined efforts of all men of good will, 
the total independence of Cuba and to en­
courage and assist that of Puerto Rico." 

I think these words of Jose Marti would 
alone be enough to characterize Cuba's his­
torical position with regard to Puerto Rican 
independence. 

More than a few Puerto Ricans shed their 
blood for the independence of Cuba. The 
peoples of Puerto Rico and Cuba have been 
brothers in their fight for independence, first 
against Spanish colonialism and later against 
the United States, which was determined to 
maintain the colonial yoke. 

For Cubans, it remains an unavoidable 
obligation to continue on the path charted 
by our forefathers, until our Puerto Rican 
brothers achieve full independence. 

Because of its culture, its history, its tra­
ditions, and especially because of the ex­
press will of its people, Puerto Rico is a 
Latin-American and Caribbean country, 
with its own national identity, which the 
Puerto Rican people have known how to 
maintain despite the colonizing process they 
have been subjected to. 

Mr. Chairman: 
This year the discussion on the question 

of Puerto Rico takes on a character even 
more special if we remember that July 25 
marked 100 years since the U.S. military 
intervention in Puerto Rico, an intervention 
that not only did away with its independence 
process, but radically altered the history and 
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fate of our sister nation. 
For 26 years this committee has been con­

sidering the colonial status of Puerto Rico. 
We have always reaffmned Puerto Rico's 
inalienable right to self-determination and 
independence, under Resolution 1514 (XV), 
of December 14, 1960. In addition, if we 
were to look further back in history, we 
should remember that one of the first re­
quests received by this Special Committee 
on Decolonization when it was formed in 
1963 was from the Puerto Rican indepen­
dence movement asking that this item be 
included on the agenda and that petitioners 
from that nation be heard. 

This demand has also been echoed and 
supported by the international community. 
The Non-aligned Movement, has consis­
tently supported this right of the Puerto 
Rican people. At the recently held Ministe­
rial Meeting of Cartagena, the Nonaligned 
once again reaffmned their commitment to 
independence and self-determination for 
Puerto Rico. 

Year after year, a large number of Puerto 
Rican patriots come to this committee to 
remind us of their dreams and hopes. Their 
statements are not only an unequaled source 
of information for this committee, but above 
all an eyewitness account of the commitment 
and responsibility that the Committee on 
Decolonization owes to the Puerto Rican 
·people. 

This commitment an~ responsibility has 
been expressed through the 16 resolutions 
on the status of Puerto Rico adopted by this 
committee. 

Mr. Chairman: 
The colonial power- the United 

States -resorts to all kinds of maneuvers 
to confuse international public opinion and 

distort the economic, political, and social 
reality of Puerto Rico. Nevertheless, there 
is but one reality: Puerto Rico continues to 
be deprived of its legitimate right to self­
determination and sovereignty, the U.S. 
military presence on the island increases, in 
spite of the negative consequences that this 
brings and the repudiation shown by the 
Puerto Rican people. Many are the Puerto 
Rican patriots who have suffered and con­
tinue to suffer political incarceration in the 
United States for the sole crime of being 
loyal to their history and struggling for the 
independence of their homeland. 

In spite of the intense campaigns that have 
been carried out, 15 Puerto Rican political 
prisoners continue serving long sentences 
of up to 106 years in U.S. prisons. Their 
human rights are violated on a daily basis. 
They live in subhuman conditions. They 
deserve the recognition and solidarity of this 
committee. 

Without a doubt, the Puerto Rican broth­
ers and sisters jailed in U.S. prisons are a 
clear example of why we must- now more 
than ever - carry out our responsibility to 
the heroic people of Puerto Rico. 

For all these reasons, Cuba believes that 
it is the unavoidable duty of this committee 
to denounce the situation that confronts Pu­
erto Rico and the continued attempts to deny 
the inalienable right of this sister nation to 
self-determination and independence. 

Mr. Chairman, your excellencies, distin­
guished representatives: 

Cuba, once again, loyal to its traditions 
and history, calls upon all men of good will, 
as Jose Marti said 106 years go, to join to­
gether our efforts and help Puerto Rico to 
be free and independent. 

Thank you very much. 



UN committee supports Puerto Rican 
self-determination, independence resolution 
BY BRIAN TAYLOR 

UNITED NATIONS -After hearing tes­
timony from pro-independence and other 
groups August 10-11, the United Nations 
Special Committee on Decolonization voted 
to approve a resolution, sponsored by Cuba, 
supporting the right of Puerto Rico to self­
determination, including independence. 

In submitting the resolution, Rafael 
Dausii, who is the deputy permanent repre­
sentative of Cuba to the United Nations, ex­
plained. "Cuba believes it is an unavoidable 
duty of this committee to denounce the situ­
ation faced by Puerto Rico and the continu­
ing effort to ignore the inalienable right of 
this sister nation to its self-determination and 
independence" (see statement on facing 
page). 

The commission's decision is "an extraor­
dinary triumph for Puerto Rican indepen- · 
dence, given that it's been seven years since 
the committee approved a resolution on this 
question," said Fernando Martin, vice presi­
dent of the Puerto Rican Independence Party. 
''They have postponed it year after year." 

This year 10 governments voted for the 
resolution, with zero against and six absten­
tions~ In addition, the representative of Cote 
d'Ivoire (Ivory Coast) missed the vote and 
later asked that their vote in favor be 
counted. The representatives of Russia and 
Venezuela were among those who abstained 
from the vote, saying that the committee 
should not issue a resolution on Puerto 
Rico's status because a plebiscite is pro­
jected there in coming months. The fmdings 
of the Special Committee will be presented 
to the next UN General Assembly. 

Unlike previous years, UN officials 
closed the visitor's gallery to the public dur­
ing the committee hearings. 

A U.S. government spokesperson re­
sponded to the Special Committee decision 
saying Washington does not recognize UN 
jurisdiction on matters regarding Puerto 
Rico. Major U.S. newspapers chose not to 
report the UN Special Committee's decision. 

Of the more than 30 delegates who spoke 
at the hearing, the majority were pro-inde­
pendence. Some called for Puerto Rico to 
become the 51st U.S. state and a few de~ 
fended the existing "commonwealth" status. 
Nearly every speaker described Puerto 
Rico's current status as that of a colony, of­
fering divergent solutions to this problem. 

Significance of telephone strike 
A few speakers referred to the signifi­

cance of the telephone workers' strike 
against the sell-off of the government-run 
company. "In the past months, our people 
have opened an extraordinary fight in the 
streets in defense of our national patrimony 
and against privatization," stated Julio 
Muriente, president of the New Movement 
for Puerto Rican Independence (NMIP). 
''The government has responded with re­
pression and police brutality .... The strike 
of the people led by the telephone workers 
shook Puerto Rico with an impressive, na­
tional two-day strike, unmasking the treach­
erous and anti-national character of the co­
lonial administration." 

''We call your attention to the U.S. mili­
tary presence in Puerto Rico," said Eunice 
Santana, a leader of the World Council of 
Churches. She underlined the "deteriorat­
ing quality of life" for Puerto Ricans in 
Vieques, where the United States Navy is 
expanding its operations. "Since 1972 they 
have had knowledge of the presence of toxic 
and carcinogenic contaminants." 

Under the pretext of fighting drug traf­
ficking, the U.S. Navy plans to build radar 
installations, which emit harmful electro­
magnetic rays, in Vieques and the southern 
town of Juana Dfaz. Vieques residents have 
a 26 percent higher rate of cancer than in­
habitants of the rest of the island, Santana 
pointed out. Puerto Ricans are denied ac­
cess to beaches, fishing areas, and cultivable 
land in Vieques, and "the ecosystems areal­
tered and destroyed, putting in danger the 
marine life, plant and animal life, and the 
future of the inhabitants for generations to 
come." 

Vanessa Ramos of the American Asso­
ciation of Jurists asked how it is possible to 
carry out a process of real self-determina-

tion "with the intimidating presence of the 
FBI and other U.S. police agencies, sur­
rounded by active military bases and opera­
tions all over the island? This is not a pro­
cess of self-determination. It is a flagrant 
violation of the fundamental human rights 
of a people ... that continue to stand and fight. 

cratic Party defended the commonwealth 
status, arguing that previously held plebi­
scites, which usually have yielded a major­
ity of votes for commonwealth, reflect an 
autonomous decision by Puerto Rican 
people. He opposed statehood status because 
it would strip Puerto Ricans of their national 

Militant/Hilda Cuzco 
Tens of thousands rallied for independence July 25 in Gwinica, Puerto Rico. 

Other speakers who petitioned for inde­
pendence included Lolita Lebr6n, who com­
manded a group of four Nationalists that car­
ried out an armed action on the U.S. Con­
gress in 1954 and spent a quarter century in 
U.S. prisons; Juan Marl Bras, a longtime 
leader of the movement for independence; 
Manuel Fermfn Arraiza, president of the 
Lawyer's Guild of Puerto Rico; Jorge 
Farinacci of the Socialist Front of Puerto 
Rico; Olga Rodriguez of the Socialist Work­
ers Party (see statement on facing page); and 
others. 

A number of the pro-statehood speakers 
began their remarks by offering examples 
of the colonial status of Puerto Rico, but ar­
gued that statehood would rectify the 
island's second-class status. 

Fernando Escabf Mendez, 24, who came 
as part of the pro-statehood delegation, de­
scribed himself as "a citizen with no 
vote ... [on] an island where the concept of 
sovereignty is vague at best." He gave a 
scathing account of Washington's colonial 
exploitation and domination of the island. 
He then said that becoming a state would 
give Puerto Rico greater representation in 
the U.S. government. 

Escabf complained that not all U.S. poli­
ticians want Puerto Rico as a state. "Unfor­
tunately, some regressive lawmakers still re­
sist to sponsor this process because of bi­
ased views about Puert.o Rico and Puerto 
Ricans. For instance the noted U.S. Repre­
sentative of Connecticut, Republican Nancy 
Johnson, recently said to a delegation of Pu­
erto Rican leaders that the United States is 
a melting pot and that Puerto Ricans have 
failed to melt." 

A few of the speakers present at the Spe­
cial Commission proceedings supported Pu­
erto Rico's current status. Carlos 
Vizcarrondo Irizarry of the Popular Demo-

identity 

Debate on plebiscite 
Some of the speakers supported a plebi­

scite on Puerto Rico's status. One such ini­
tiative is the Young Bill, introduced into the 
U.S. Congress by Rep. Donald Young, 
which calls for a referendum on Puerto 
Rico's political status to be held by Dec. 31, 
1998. That bill has also been backed by the 
ruling New Progressive Party, led by Puer­
to Rican governor Pedro Rossell6. The bill 
would give U.S. Congress the authority, 
among other things, to expand English-lan­
guage requirements on the island. 

Pro-statehood governor Rossell6, frus­
trated by the fact that the bill has stalled in 
Congress, has also been pushing for a local 
referem,lum, which was just agreed to in 
Puerto Rico's House of Representatives 
August 12. If approved in the island's Sen­
ate, the vote will probably take place in 
December. The results will be nonbinding 

on the U.S. government. The Rossell6 ad­
ministration has been pushing to get four 
voting options in the referendum, a change 
from the three usual categories of statehood, 
independence, or commonwealth. The new 
"free association" category, a form of com­
monwealth supposedly offering more au­
tonomy, further fractures those opposed to 
statehood, potentially giving the statehood 
forces a majority vote. 

Marisol Corretjer, representing the Na­
tionalist Party of Puerto Rico, said, "One 
hundred years ago the United States invaded 
Puerto Rico, our national territory. And still, 
in 1998 they are playing with our sover­
eignty in the Congress of this empire with 
the Young Bill .... This project is not valid 
because they must hand over all [state] 
power to the people of Puerto Rico and then 
we can sit down and talk about a plebiscite." 

Wilma Rever6n Collazo, leader of the 
Hostos National Congress, an umbrella 
group of a dozen pro-independence organi­
zations and nonaffiliated independentistas, 
said, ''The U.S. government has always been 
a magician in the art of appearances .... 
While they draw up papers, bills, and dis­
cussions regarding Puerto Rico's right to 
self-determination and its own government, 
they violate each and every oile of the prin­
ciples recognized as necessary in any self­
determination process." 

Free Puerto Rican political prisoners 
Several speakers at the UN meeting, as 

part of their testimony, demanded the release 
of the 15 Puerto Rican political prisoners in 
U.S. jails. Ana L6pez, coordinator of the 
New York chapter of the National Commit­
tee to Free Puerto Rican Prisoners of War 
and Political Prisoners, told the UN Com­
mittee, "It is evident that the continuous im­
prisonment of these Puerto Rican men and 
women continues to violate all international 
human rights laws. 

''Their sentences are disproportionately 
longer than those given to people convicted 
of the most heinous offenses; their sentences 
ranged from 35 to 90 years. Most," she con­
tinued, "have served more than 18 years, or 
three times as long as the average time 
served to people convicted of homicide. And 
they continue to be subjected to inhumane 
prison conditions, which violate basic hu­
man rights. L6pez pointed to the wide rang­
ing support for the release of the prisoners 
including 11 Nobel prize winners, several 
U.S. Congresspersons, and Puerto Rican 
elected officials on state and federal levels. 

Benjamfn Velez, representing Pro­
Libertad, issued a written statement calling 
for the release of the prisoners. The state­
ment highlighted the case of Oscar L6pez, a 
political prisoner held in Marion "prison 
from 1986 to 1994, during the period when 
the prison was scrutinized and widely con­
demned by human rights organizations in 
the U.S. and internationally." The testimony 
described the conditions L6pez faced in soli­
tary confinement, locked up in an 8 ft. wide 
by 9 ft. long cell- for an average of 22 
hours a day and for several days." Velez said 
that after a long fight to get L6pez out of 
Marion after being placed there again, "I am 
exuberant to announce that ... L6pez was 
taken out of Marion last Thursday, August 
6," and is being transferred to a federal 
prison in Terre Haute, Indiana, where he will 
be in the general prison population. 
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How Cuban patriots decisively defeated 
and demoralized the Spanish colonialists 

When Washington declared war on its 
Spanish rival in April 1898 in order to 
seize Cuba, Puerto Rico, the Philippines, 
and Guam for its own imperial interests, 
the Cuban people had just defeated the 
Spanish army in a three-year war for in­
dependence. The article below, reprinted 
from the July 12, 1998, issue of Granma 
International, describes the 1895-98 Cu­
ban war for liberation. It was published 
under the title, "The war the Cubans won 
and lost." 

BY GUILLERMO JIMENEZ SOLER 
One century ago, when the United States 

intervened in the three-year war that Cuba 
had been waging against Spain since 1895, 
the island's victory was generally accepted 
both among the conquered and the conquer­
ors. 

According to Admiral Cervera, chief of 
the Spanish naval squadron annihilated by 
the U.S. Navy in the bay of Santiago de Cuba 
on July 3, 1898, "War (with the United 
States) was accepted by Spain when the is­
land of Cuba was de facto lost." 

As Generalissimo Maximo Gomez, head 
of the Cuban Liberation Army (EL), com­
mented immediately after defeated Captain­
General Weyler was replaced by General 
Blanco at the end of 1897: "Spain lacks the 
conditions ... to prolong the war for a fur­
ther two years, and the Cubans are able to 
resist for as long as they want." 

By the end of the first year of the war, the 
setback suffered by the Spanish forces had 
become an evident fact. They had proved 
incapable of detaining the westward march 
commanded by Maximo Gomez and Anto­
nio Maceo, which in just three months had 
whipped like a hurricane from Mangos de 
Baragua in the east of the country, reaching 
Mantua in the extreme west on January 22, 
1896. 

To contain this insurrectional tidal wave, 
in June 1895 Spain had dispatched to the 
island the most well-known and capable of 
its generals, Arsenio Martinez Campos. But 
as early as Christmas 1895, in a speech in 
the capital on December 27, he had virtu­
ally acknowledged his incapacity to control 
it. Four days previously, only 15 minutes 
after having initiated the Coliseo battle, the 
general abandoned the field of operations. 
One week earlier, he had suffered a spec­
tacular defeat at Mal Tiempo where a head­
long machete charge ordered by the Maximo 
Gomez left over 300 casualties. In confrr-

Battle in Havana between the Cuban and Spanish cavalry during independence war 

mation of his premonition, the day after his 
speech, the Spanish forces were definitively 
left in the rear of the Liberation Army after 
the Calimete battle. 

Faced with such a disaster, Spain tight­
ened the rope by appointing Valeriano 
Weyler as Martinez Campos' successor. 
Weyler was Spain's most merciless general 
but in the long run he also was unable to 
defeat the Cubans, in spite of exterminating 
a large section of the population on his way. 

But, as Gomez had predicted, "after the 
westward march, it was all a question of 
time," having subsequently formulated his 
plan to defeat the Spanish forces without 
directly engaging them. Thus, for more than 
18 months, from January 1897, 40,000 of 
Weyler's soldiers fought 41 battles against 
3,000 of Gomez' men in La Reforma, in 
central Cuba, without being able to dislodge 
them from an area of a few square miles. 

From December 1895 onwards, apart 
from the ports and two or three localities, 
the Liberation Army controlled the territory 
of Camagtiey and Oriente. Mter the culmi­
nation of the westward march, the entire 
countryside was dominated by the Cuban 
troops who, operating a few minutes from 
the capital, made incursions into its perim­
eters. 

That superiority attained by the Cuban 
forces was based on Gomez' strategy of 
extending this war across the entire island, 
destroying in its path the colonial system's 
economic support and deploying a war of 
attrition against the enemy by immobiliz-

ing large numbers of troops in Trochas and 
other larger towns, as well as utilizing the 
climate and tropical diseases to the Libera­
tion Army's benefit. 

Those. tactics were based on campaigns 
of forced marches, nocturnal marches, coun­
termarches, encirclements and movements 
to distract the enemy forces, utilizing units 
with great mobility and combining a swift 
cavalry with a rapid and versatile infantry 
capable of tJirning into the former. Using 
great initiative and improvisation the Lib­
eration Army selected the terrain and the 
timing for the battles, availing themselves 
of an efficient information system. 

Spain's defeat was a total one, given that 
it had not stopped in "sacrificing up to the 
last man and the last peseta" in order to crush 
the insurrection, having organized the larg­
est and best-equipped army commanded to 
date by some of its most valiant generals, 
and which exceeded the sum total of sol­
diers confronted by all the continent's lib­
erators, from George Washington to Simon 
Bolivar, and in an area more extensive than 
that of Cuba. 

Those 15,000 outstanding soldiers sta­
tioned in Cuba at the beginning of the in­
surrection swelled to reach some 300,000 
to 350,000 in service at the peak moment of 
1897. Of these, around 200,000 were regu­
lar troops, their correlation of forces in re­
lation to the Liberation Army oscillating 
between four to one at the start of the west­
ward march in October 1895, and six to one 
at the end of 1897. In spite of this, on May 

SWP on Puerto Rico's sovereignty 
Continued from Page 8 
land. Working people in the United States 
have a vital stake in joining the effort to win 
their freedom. And we did so, once again, 
this past July 25, demanding that U.S. Presi­
dent William Clinton free them- immedi­
ately and unconditionally. 

Imperialist foreign policy 
The colonial domination of Puerto Rico 

has been a keystone of U.S. foreign policy 
since the island was seized from Spain in 
the first war of the imperialist epoch. It 
serves as a reminder, above all to the peoples 
of Central America, the Caribbean, and 
South America, of the true character of U.S. 
interests throughout the hemisphere. 

The U.S. government has covered Puer­
to Rico with military bases and has used it 
as a launching pad for military assaults on 
other nations, from Cuba to the Dominican 
Republic, Nicaragua, Grenada, and Panama. 
Puerto Rican youth, like working-class 
youth in the United States, have been forced 
to served as cannon fodder in U.S. wars of 
aggression, from both world wars to Korea 
and Vietnam. Today, in the interests of U.S. 
imperialism, they are deployed throughout 
Latin America, the Mideast, the Balkans, the 
Korean peninsula, and other flashpoints of 
class struggle around the globe. Every as­
pect of this foreign policy is alien to the in­
terests of working people in the United 
States. 

Mr. Chairman: 
The growing crisis of the world capitalist 

system is driving greater and greater num­
bers of workers in the United States to re-

sist the employers' assaults on their wages 
and social gains- from the U.S. telephone 
strikers today to the General Motors auto 
workers and the farm workers in California's 
strawberry fields. 

These same conditions are spurring re­
newed working-class struggles in Puerto 
Rico as well. The recent telephone workers 
strike and the general strike by half a mil­
lion workers to oppose the sell-off to Yan­
kee interests of the state-owned phone com­
pany are harbingers of struggles to come. 
They confirm the power of Puerto Rican 
working people when organized and the 
capacity of the working class to demonstrate 
the way forward in the fight for Puerto 
Rico's national sovereignty. 

An example for U.S. workers 
As an airline worker whose union faces a 

major fight in the months ahead to win an 
acceptable contract - after nearly a decade 
of having our wages and working 
conditions driven down - I can say that the 
example of the Puerto Rican telephone 
workers' battle inspired many of my co­
workers and has given us greater confidence 
in our own ability to unite and stand up for 
our rights. 

For workers and farmers in the United 
States, Puerto Rico's freedom is not simply 
a matter of solidarity, as important as that 
is. As long as Washington denies Puerto 
Rico its sovereignty and independence, la­
bor in the United States will be hobbled in 
our struggles for social justice. Our own 
political consciousness, human solidarity, 
and fighting capacity will be sapped. 
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That is why this year we celebrate 100 
years of resistance to colonial and imperial­
ist rule, not only in Puerto Rico but in its 
sister nation of Cuba. The Cuban people 
freed themselves from U.S. domination with 
their 1959 revolution. Since then - despite 
40 years of a relentless, brutal campaign by 
the U.S. government to punish them for the 
audacity of making that island the first free 
territory of the Americas - the Cuban 
people have shown what can be achieved 
when an oppressed people win true inde­
pendence and become the masters of their 
destiny. 

Cuba has consistently championed Puer­
to Rico's fight for national independence and 
set an example of dignity and selfless, in­
ternationalist solidarity. The socialist course 
freely chosen and steadfastly defended by 
the Cuban people has proven the only pos­
sible road to achieve genuine independence. 
Cuba shows the way forward for working 
people worldwide. 

For these reasons, distinguished Chair­
man, the condemnation by this committee 
of colonial rule over Puerto Rico, despite 
Washington's objections, will be a boost to 
all those everywhere fighting for the right 
to self-determination. An end to U.S. colo­
nial subjugation of Puerto Rico will advance 
the interests not only of the people of that 
nation, but of the vast majority of those who 
live and toil in the United States. The future 
of all humanity will be served. 

I would like to thank you, Mr. Chairman, 
and the members of this committee, for the 
opportunity to express these views before 
you here today. 

19, 1897, Sagasta, leaderoftheLiberal Party 
could only bewail in the Spanish Cortes the 
fact that "after having dispatched 200,000 
men and having shed so much blood on the 
island we are merely masters of the ground 
on which our soldiers tread." 

However, at the beginning of 1898, 
shortly before the U.S. intervention, that 
impressive war machine had been reduced 
by half due casualties, sickness and repa­
triations of the wounded. 

That was not fortuitous; as Generalissimo 
Gomez counted among his forces the rav­
ages of the climate and tropical diseases, 
which devastated the raw recruits. Gomez 
commented that "his three best generals 
were June, July and August," and in his de­
liberate campaigns during those months he 
pushed the enemy troops toward the most 
swampy and inhospitable areas. 

During 1897, some 400,000 Spanish sol­
diers were hospitalized, equivalent to each 
serving soldier occupying a bed three or four 
times in the year. That year, Sagasta la­
mented "that the Cuban war is costing us 
100 soldiers who die there daily." 

Thus, Spain's arrogant policy had become 
mired in a bog converted into a genuine na­
tional tragedy with the loss of close to half 
a million men, according to Spanish histo­
rians' calculation, while the Liberation 
Army suffered only 10,665 casualties. 

Moreover, the treasury of the metropolis 
was bankrupt. By mid-1897, the state cof­
fers were exhausted and in June, Spain was 
forced to have recourse to the frrst of vari- . 
ous internal and external loans. The eco­
nomic collapse was of such magnitude that 
future generations of Spaniards coined an 
expression to describe any major loss: "more 
was lost in Cuba." 

By now, the dominant slogan in the Span­
ish Senate was "not even one more man or 
peso" for Cuba. Thus, by the end of 1897, 
the Spanish army was unable to mount op­
erations and its government even less able 
to continue sending it reinforcements. Gen­
eral Blanco, on replacing Weyler in Octo­
ber of that year, informed Prime Minister 
Sagasta that " ... the army was spent and 
weak, crowding the hospitals, without the 
strength to fight or barely lift their weap­
ons ... " 

Its defeat was widely accepted in Madrid, 
a view shared by both the ruling party and 
the opposition, who, of one accord, offered 
Cuba the crumb of an autonomous govern­
ment which was installed on January 1, 
1898, when it was too late to withdraw the 
offer. 

The situation in 1898 was succinctly re­
sumed by the outstanding Spanish politician 
Pi y Margall: "We have not been able to de­
feat them with 200,000 men because they 
are the masters of the countryside, they 
know every last fold of the terrain in which 
they are fighting, they are aided by the cli­
mate and they are fighting for independence; 
they are moved and exalted by an ideal and 
we have none. Our soldiers go there by 
force .... " 

The opportune and skillful participation 
of the United States, with the compliCity of 
the defeated Spanish governors, would rob 
the Cubans of such a great victory. 

Weekly news 
and commen­
tary from 
Cuba. In­
cludes 
speeches by 
Fidel Castro 

ers, and 
~--~~--------~ newsand 
features on steps being taken by Cuba's 
workers and farmers to defend the so­
cialist revolution. One year, $40. Avail· 
al:lle in Englie;h, French, and Spanie;h. 

Available from Pathfinder bookstores listed on page 
12, or write Pathfinder; 41 0 West St., New York, 
NY 10014.Te1:(212) 741-0690. Fax: (212) 727-
0 150. When ordering by mail, please include $3 to 
cover shipping and handling. 



Strikers push back 
nonunion contracting 
at Bell Atlantic 
BY MITCHEL ROSENBERG 
AND MICHAEL NEGGIE 

NEW YORK- The Communications 
Workers of America (CWA) phone workers 
won a victory over Bell Atlantic on August 
11, following a two-day strike. The tele­
phone giant caved in to virtually every union 
demand, and agreed to a two-year contract 
subject to membership approval. Voting will 
take place by mail over the next four weeks. 

The workers demanded a halt to the 
company's efforts to increase the use of non­
union labor, enforcement of Bell Atlantic's 
contractual obligation to provide pension 
improvements, and hiring temporary work­
ers permanently with full union protection 
and benefits. 

The proposed contract would cover 
73,000 CWA members at Bell Atlantic from 
Maine to Virginia. The previous contract 
dates back to a four-month strike in 1989 
over the company, then NYNEX in New 
York, demanding workers pay for health 
benefits. It was extended three times. 

The strike coincided with the contract 
expiration dates at other regional phone car­
riers. Some 48,000 CWA members at Bell 
South settled their contract without a strike. 
Their tentative contract includes a 12.4 per­
cent wage increase over three years, as well 
as a provision that the company will hire 
more workers to end massive forced over­
time. 

As we go to press, 6,500 members of 
CWA Local 1298 in Connecticut are "on 
strike alert," having rejected a proposed 
settlement with Southern New England 
Telecommunications. The rejected offer 
would maintain a "two-tier wage system that 
people are very upset about," according to 
union steward Mike Petrone. While the re­
jected proposal narrowed the two-tier setup, 
it was "not enough" Petrone stated. The 
Connecticut bargaining committee has been 
meeting with a federal mediator with nego­
tiations scheduled to begin August 20. The 
current contract is extended through August 
22. 

The International Brotherhood of Elec-

trical Workers (IBEW), representing 17,000 
Bell Atlantic workers in New England, did 
not strike but continued to negotiate. Ac­
cording to IBEW Local 2222 President Ed 
Fitzpatrick, most major issues have been 
settled. The IBEW represents line workers 
and operators in New England while cus­
tomer service and clerical staff are in the 
CWA. 

IBEW members did honor the picket lines 
of the 2,800 CWA members in New En­
gland, though, in locations where both 
unions are represented, and 1500 IBEW 
members in upstate New York also stayed 
out. 

Strikers were prepared for battle 
Workers in New York are jubilant over 

the quick strike victory, with a sense of its 
importance. "The whole thing wasn't just 
for us but for the future of the workers at 
Bell Atlantic," said Ron Jackson, celebrat­
ing the victory at the company's midtown 
headquarters. "We got what we wanted, what 
we came for," added Artie Freer, a computer 
installer. "You just can't treat people like that 
anymore," he explained, referring to com­
pany attacks over the recent period. 

The CWA members were prepared for a 
battle. For the last year, local-by-local dis­
cussions took place to prepare for the possi­
bility of a strike, discussing key issues and 
getting set to mobilize the ranks. 

Commemorating the death of a striker, run 
over by a scab's car on the picket line dur­
ing the 1989 strike, CWA members in New 
York held "red-shirt Thursdays." Over the 
last six months, more and more workers 
wore the union colors, with a majority par­
ticipating by the time of the August 8 strike. 

Many members of the union, convinced 
of the likelihood of a fight, established strike 
savings. One member of Local11 05 told the 
Militant she'd participated in a plan by put­
ting aside "$30 or $40 a week, deducted di­
rectly to the credit union." 

By August 7, with negotiations at an im­
passe, the CWA organized a two-hour walk­
out from 3-5pm and held rallies throughout 

Militant/Megan Arney 
CWA workers at "strike-ready" rally at Bell Atlantic in Manhattan August 7. 

New York City, numbering up to 2,000 at 
the Pearl St. Bell Atlantic building in lower 
Manhattan. 

At the company's building in Inwood, 
chants were led by Spanish-speaking work­
ers: "jArriba, abajo; sin contrato no 
trabajo!" the chant rang out, answered with 
the English equivalent, "No contract, no 
work!" 

No one returned to work from the time of 
the walkout through the official beginning 
of the strike the next night, according to 
pickets. Leading up to the strike deadline of 
midnight August 8, CWA members mobi­
lized at selected locations in New York City. 
Strike pickets went up over the weekend, 
and additional rallies were held Monday, 
August 10. 

Pushing back nonunion subcontracting 
Among the most important gains won by 

the union was a provision that nearly all 
hourly work done for Bell Atlantic and its 
subsidiaries will be by CWA members. Over 
the course of the recently expired contract, 
the company has been opening subsidiaries 
with the purpose of eroding the union shop. 
An August 8 New York Times article bluntly 
noted, "Bell Atlantic has defended using the 
nonunion subsidiaries, saying it can increase 
profits by using cheaper, more flexible 
workers." 

One letter of agreement in the settlement 

returns nonunion operations to union con­
trol. For instance, according to the New York 
Daily News, a Bell Atlantic Plus facility in 
Hampton, Virginia, will close October 1, 
with the jobs of the 700 workers there re­
turned to CWA members. Bell Atlantic will 
retain the ability to move up to 0.5 percent 
of its work between its northern and south­
ern facilities, and can subcontract the same 
percentage of work. 

In addition, a no-layoff clause continues 
from the previous contract, and new provi­
sions are proposed for jobs phased out 
through changes in technology and down­
sizing. 

At Bell Atlantic Mobile, a cellular phone 
subsidiary that employs 7,100 nonunion 
workers, no provision has been made to es­
tablish a union shop. 

Leading up to the expiration of the old 
contract, the company had refused to honor 
a contract provision, known as "6&6," un­
der which workers who choose to retire get 
six years added to their time on the job, as 
well as six years added to their age for the 
purpose of calculating their pension. The 
new proposal extends that provision though 
1999 and includes other pension improve­
ments. 

CWA workers strike US West 

Bell Atlantic's standard hiring practice is 
to bring in workers as temporary for one 
year. Under the new contract, all temporary 
workers hired up to May 1 this year were 
made permanent as of August 11, with a full 
benefit package. 

Hourly pay is increased 3.8 percent as of 
Aug. 9, 1998, and4percentayearlater, with 
additional lump sum payments of $500 at 
ratification and $400 on the first anniver­
sary. 

Continued from front page 
service problems in US West territory, while 
enabling the company to use bigger profits 
to finance new businesses, including its new 

Congo, Angola 
Continued from Page 16 
backed by Washington, Pretoria, and 
Kinshasa- to prevent the corning to power 
of a government led by the Popular Move­
ment for the Liberation of Angola (MPLA). 
For more than a decade, successive attempts 
to overturn the MPLA government - in­
cluding armed invasions by apartheid South 
Africa- were smashed with the decisive 
assistance of Cuban internationalist troops, 
who fought alongside the Angolan army. 

UNITA participated in elections in 1992, 
but refused to accept the results - it lost. 
Savimbi's group resumed armed attacks 
until 1994, when it signed agreements that 
it never implemented to dismantle its army 
and become a normal political party. 

Since May, Savimbi's troops have retaken 
more than 100 localities throughout Angola, 
consolidated their control over a large swath 
of the country's diamond-producing regions, 
and killed hundreds of people. In response, 
the government deployed 18,000 troops in 
regions under its control. 

The UN Security Council has provided 
de facto encouragement to UNITA, while 
claiming that it wants to forestall war. UN 
envoy Lahkdar Brahirni said in early Au­
gust that UNIT A needs sufficient "political 
space" to comply with the accords. Mean­
while, the Security Council called on both 
the government and UNITA to cease "hos­
tile propaganda, refrain from laying new 
mines and to stop forced conscriptions. The 
two parties were urged to renew efforts to­
wards national reconciliation." 

cable venture. 
A few days before the strike, union lo­

cals in several cities ran an ad with a picture 
of a milk carton with the picture of a US 
West worker on it and the caption, "Miss­
ing: US West worker- last seen working 
forced overtime for the phone company. His 
family misses him. Please help." Several 
workers in the St. Paul repair call handling 
center report their families cut out the ad, 
taped in a picture of their family member, 
and put it up in their homes. 

The company wants to have repair op­
erators and technicians on a new program 
where their pay would depend on how 
quickly and accurately their work is done. 
Workers would be paid as if they were on a 
piece rate assembly line, with 20 percent of 
a workers pay dependent on whether the 
repair was made on time and on whether or 
not there is repeat trouble. 

Repair operators would be paid no money 
for calls that resulted in no repair. For ex­
ample, if someone reports their caller iden­
tification system doesn't work and the op­
erator explains that all they need to do is 
replace the batteries in the unit, the opera­
tor gets no credit for that call. A technician 
might lose money if he or she has to take 
extra time dealing with deteriorating cables 
or equipment that US West should have up­
graded. 

When asked about the new pay plan, Mike 
Phillips, who has worked at US West for 30 
years, said, "I don't like it. It is going to 
cause infighting. It's going to be hard on new 
people." 

A similar pay plan was forced onto sales 
consultants three years ago. More than two­
thirds of those workers are unable to earn 
more than the base pay, and turnover in the 
department is very high. Many workers learn 
the trade and then either transfer to another 
department or go to work for another tele-

communications company. 
This pay plan clearly is an attempt to di­

vide the workforce, in addition to being a 
way to up the profits for the company. In 
the last week before the strike, eight sales 
consultants in St. Paul decided to pull out 
of the union. They are among the few who 
do make more money on the new plan and 
disagree with the union's position against 
it. The company is also trying to impose a 
new health proposal requiring each worker 
to go with the cheapest HMO in their city. 
To maintain their current doctors, workers 
would be required to pay an extra $800-­
$1,000 a year. 

Many CWA locals held rallies and mass 
picketing at noon August 17. Three hundred 
strikers rallied at US West's Minnesota head­
quarters in downtown Minneapolis. 

In Des Moines, Iowa, about 250 mem­
bers of CWA Local 7102, many wearing 
blue union T -shirts, rallied in front of the 
company offices there. Sarah Downing, 
president of the local, addressed the strikers 
with an update on negotiations. There are 
about 1,000 strikers in the Des Moines area. 
Following the talk, the union-
ists marched around the build-
ing. 

Anticipating the strike could 
last a while, the Des Moines 
workers are planning to rally at 
5:30p.m. every Tuesday and 
Thursday at 5:30 p.m. at the 
East University Ave. switching 
center, and on Wednesdays at 
the downtown US West office. 

The contract also contains so-called "ser­
vice standard" bonuses of up to $700 in the 
years 2000 and 2001. This incentive pay 
underlines Bell Atlantic's drive to increase 
the use of merit pay along the lines its non­
union competitors do. 

The two-year term of the contract leaves 
many CWA members anticipating another 
fight. With last month's announcement that 
Bell Atlantic plans to plunk down $52.9 bil­
lion in stock to purchase the GTE Corp., 
many workers think the company may be 
looking forward to taking another crack at 
weakening the CW A. 

One worker assessed the union 
movement's strength in light of the recent 
U A W strike at GM as he rallied at midnight 
in the Bronx as the strike began: "I think 
we're in a good position, from a union per­
spective." 

Michael Neggie is a member of CWA Local 
1106 at Bell Atlantic in Queens, New York. 
Megan Arney in Newark and Elena Tate in 
Boston contributed to this article. 

f~P~ 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE 
RANK·AND-fllE MACHINISTS 
AND GAINS FOR THE lABOR 

MovEMENT 
Ernie Mailhot, Judy Stranahan, 
and Jack Barnes 
The story of the 686-day strike in 
which a rank-and-file resistance by 
Machinists prevented Eastern's 
union-busting onslaught from 

Becky Ellis is a member CWA 
Local 7201 at US West in St. 
Paul. Tim Mailhot, a member 
of the United Steelworkers of 
America in Des Moines, con­
tributed to this article. 

becoming the road to a profitable nonunion airline. $9.95 
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London fails to undercut Irish struggle 
BY PAMELA HOLMES 
AND TONY HUNT 

BELFAST, Northern Ireland- The Brit­
ish colonial rulers in Northern Ireland are 
falling flat in their attempt to reverse na­
tionalist gains by exploiting sympathy for 
the 28 people killed and more than 200 in­
jured by a car bomb in the town of Omagh 
August 15. 

The growing nationalist confidence was 
underlined by a week of cultural, sporting, 
social, and political events in the republi­
can areas of Belfast August 2-9, as well as 
the historic agreement in Derry August 3 
between the Bogside Residents Group 
(BRG) and the rightist Apprentice Boys. The 
Apprentice Boys made significant conces­
sions in the organization of their annual sec­
tarian parade. This forced London to ban or 
reroute sectarian marches through other 
small nationalist communities. 

On August 18, a group calling itself the 
Real IRA [Irish Republican Army] claimed 
responsibility for the Omagh bomb. The 
group later announced a cease-ftre. Mean­
while, London and the capitalist rulers in 
the south of Ireland have taken aim at demo­
cratic rights. Using the bombing as a pre­
text, on August 19 the Dublin government 
announced proposals they called "extremely 
draconian." Prime Minister Bertie Ahern 
said the measures, if approved by an emer­
gency session of the Cabinet, would include 
restricting the right to bail for suspected ''ter­
rorists," allowing judges to infer guilt if a 
suspect refuses to answer a question, and 
extending the potential imprisonment of 
suspects without charge from 48 to 96 hours. 

Sinn Fein, the party leading the struggle 
for a united Ireland, condemned the bomb­
ing and called on those responsible to cease 
their activities. In response, the big-busi­
ness media called on Sinn Fein's leadership 
to cooperate with the Royal Ulster Con­
stabulary (RUC) - the heavily armed po­
lice who enforce British rule - in the hunt 
for the perpetrators. "I'm not an informer," 
Sinn Fein leader Martin McGuinness told 
BBC TV in response. 

A group called the 32 County Sovereignty 
Committee, which opposes the April 10 
agreement on the future of Northern Ireland, 
was ftngered in the press for the bombing, a 
charge the group vigorously denied. The son 
of one of its leaders was arrested with four 
others August 18 under London's Preven­
tion of Terrorism Act, which allows deten­
tion without charge for seven days. Michael 
McKevitt, the companion of longtime Irish 
fighter Bernadette Sands-McKevitt, has 
been accused of masterminding the bomb­
ing. Both deny having anything to do with 
the bombing. 

Events underline nationalist confidence 
''The British government has been unable 

to break you people of republican Belfast 
and throughout Ireland," declared Sinn Fein 
president Gerry Adams at a rally August 9 
in front of Belfast City Hall. Thousands had 
just marched there in a demonstration, 27 
years after the British government imposed 
internment without trial in the north. The 
event marked the 30th anniversary of the 
opening of the most recent phase of resis­
tance in 1968 and the 200th anniversary of 
the 1798 rebellion led by the United 
Irishmen, headed by by Wolfe Tone, a Prot­
estant leader of the Irish freedom struggle 
who was inspired by the 1789 French revo­
lution. "It's taken 30 years to get this far 
and we haven't gone away. A lot of people 
died to get us here," said John Macstravick. 
''We were prevented from marching to the 
city center until a few years ago." 

Eighteen-year-old Stiofan Macleid, said, 
"There's more chance of a united Ireland 
now than there has been for a long time. We 
are definitely more conftdent today." 

One among a group of four 11- and 12-
year-olds, who asked for their names not to 
be used, said, "The Brits should be arrested 
because they killed a lot of our people. They 
said they wouldn't be on the streets but you 
see them every day. They come up to the 
schools all the time ... and get bricked!" 

International delegations from Britain, the 
United States, and the Basque country joined 
the march. A delegation from Cuba carried 
the banner of the local Cuba Solidarity 
Group. Their revolutionary greetings to the 
rally were enthusiastically received. In town 
all week for the West Belfast Festival, the 
delegation was led by Alfredo Leon, from 
the international department of the Central 

Committee of the Cuban Communist Party. 
A full-page interview with Leon was fea­
tured in An Phoblacht/Republican News, a 

. newspaper that reflects the views of Sinn 
Fein, and a shorter interview appeared in the 
localAndersonTownNews. Adams spoke at 
the August 8 unveiling of a memorial to four 
Irish Republican Army volunteers - in­
cluding Bobby Sands, who died leading a 
hunger strike for political status for repub­
lican prisoners in 1981. Until a cease-frre in 
1997, the IRA waged a military campaign 
to end British rule. Addressing the 1,000 in 
attendance, Adams pointed to the 200-year 
continuity of struggle for Irish freedom. 
''The United Irishmen ftrst raised the equal­
ity agenda .... They brought the flag from 
the barricades of Paris," he said, pointing to 
the Irish flag. ''The unity of orange and green 
under liberty, fraternity, and equality." 

Former political prisoner Martin Meehan 
addressed a "30 Years of the Struggle" fo­
rum in North Belfast August 5. He is the 
chairperson of Saoirse, the organization call­
ing for the release of all political prisoners. 

At "West Belfast Talks Back," Sinn Fein 
leader McGuinness told the audience of 500 
that "Unionism is in the greatest crisis it has 
seen since partition .... The Unionist vote is 
in decline and the nationalist vote is rising 
and it's scaring the daylights out of the 
Unionist leadership." However, the Sinn 
Fein leader put the biggest responsibility for 
the continued second-class status of Catho­
lics in Northern Ireland on the British gov­
ernment. 

Brendan MacCionnaith, leader of the 

Garvaghy Road Residents Coalition, said, 
''This year the Orange card was played at 
Drumcree and it was torn up," describing 
events in Portadown. That's where the right­
ist Orange Order was humiliated after its 
triumphalist march was halted by London. 

The BRG had prevented a potential con­
flict in Derry from becoming a rallying point 
for loyalists - those loyal to the union with 
the United Kingdom- to retake the ground 
lost on the Garvaghy Road. MacNiallais 
called on the Apprentice Boys to now en­
gage in face-to-face dialogue. On the Ap­
prentice Boys' August 8 march there was 
only one violent incident, when an RUC cop 
pulled a gun on a group of nationalist youth. 
Republican News paid tribute to the disci­
pline of nationalists. 

Release of political prisoners 
Under the terms of the April 10 agree­

ment, some 420 prisoners are eligible to be 
released within two years. The fust releases 
were expected by the end of August. Speak­
ing at the August 9 rally, Martin Meehan 
urged nationalists not to be complacent and 
to maintain actions in the streets. "Not one 
prisoner has been released in the occupied 
six counties," he added. "There are still six 
prisoners incarcerated in jails in England. 
Use that as your marker." 

During the Annual Prisoners' Day at the 
Felons Club August 7, a panel of speakers 
reviewed the history of prison struggles. 
Their accounts highlighted London's con­
stant failure to break Irish ftghters and the 
leadership role of women prisoners and fam-

ily members. Chris Moran of the Commit­
tee Against Strip-Searching explained that 
six women prisoners in Maghaberry jail are 
strip-searched when leaving to go to court. 

The brutality of the British occupying 
forces was also highlighted at a "Forgotten 
Victims" event. Many of the 300 in atten­
dance were relatives of 400 people killed 
by British troops and RUC since 1968. Bill 
Rolston of the Relatives for Justice group 
explained that for London "there are two 
classes of victims. One are 'real' victims and 
the others are victims of the RUC and Brit­
ish army. A lot of effort has gone into for­
getting these victims, both by the British 
state and the media." 

"The RUC has to go," Sinn Fein presi­
dent Adams said at the August 9 rally - a 
view echoed on signs in nationalist areas. 

Responding to Unionist demands that 
Sinn Fein declare that the "war is over," 
Adams said in a newspaper article that "the 
war will be over when all of those who have 
engaged in war - and some are still engag­
ing in war- stop; when the British army 
of occupation, which still maintains a huge 
presence in republican areas, begins demili­
tarizing instead of militarizing; when all the 
prisoners are free; when there is justice and 
equality, and when we have a proper polic­
ing service." 

Pamela Holmes is a member of the Amal­
gamated Electrical and Engineering Union 
in London. Paul Davies from Manchester 
and Jim Upton from Montreal contributed 
to this article. 

--MILITANT LABOR FORUMS------
CALIFORNIA 
Los Angeles 
World Slump Fuels Russia's Ruble Crisis. Fri., 
Aug. 28, 7:30p.m. 2546 W. Pico Blvd. Dona­
tion: $4. Tel: (213) 380-3460. 

ILLINOIS 
Chicago 
Protest the Criminalization and Brutal Treat­
ment of the Accused Seven- and Eight-Year­
Oids in Chicago. Fri., Aug. 28, 7:30p.m. 1223 
N. Milwaukee Ave. Donation: $4. Tel: (773) 342-
1780. 

MICIDGAN 
Detroit 
Eyewitness Report from Ireland. Speaker: 
Brad Downs, Socialist Workers Party and mem­
ber, United Auto Workers, who just returned 
from Ireland. Downs witnessed protests against 
triumphalist Unionist marches through nation­
alist neighborhoods. Fri., Aug. 28, 7:30 p.m. 

Dinner 6:30 p.m. 
What Is the Root of Detroit's Economic Cri­
sis? Speaker: John Sarge, Socialist Workers can­
didate for Congress in 15th C.D. and member of 
the United Auto Workers. Fri., Sept. 11, 7:30p.m. 
Dinner 6:30 p.m. 
Both events to be held at 7414 Woodwan:l. 
Donation: $4. Dinner $5. Tel: (313) 875-0100. 

NEW YORK 
Brooklyn 
The Crisis Facing Family Farmers Thday. 
Speakers: Gary Grant, President of the Black 
Farmers and Agriculturists Association, Tillery, 
North Carolina; John Bender, Empire State Fam­
ily Farm Coalition; Ken Dibbell, New York dairy 
farmer, member of the National Family Farm 
Coalition; and others. Fri., Aug. 28, 7:30p.m. 
59 Fourth Ave. Donation: $4. Tel: (718) 399-
7257. 

OHIO 
Cleveland 

"Struggles in Steel" Video show about the fight 
against racial discrimination in the steel mills. 
Speaker: Leroy Watson, Socialist Workers Party, 
member of the United Steelworkers of America. 
Fri., Aug. 28,7:30 p.m.1832 Euclid Ave. Dona­
tion: $4. Tel: (216) 861-6150. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
Hear the Socialist Workers Candidates in 
D.C. Speakers: Sam Manuel for Mayor of Wash­
ington, D.C.; Mary Martin for delegate to the 
House of Representatives; Brian Williams for 
City Council Chairman; Olympia Newton for 
City Council At-Large. Sat., Aug. 22 7:30p.m. 
1930 18th St. N. W. Suite #3 (Entrance on Florida 
Ave.) Donation: $4. Tel: (202) 387-2185. 

NEW ZEALAND 
Auckland 
The Nazis: A Warning from History. Speaker: 
Terry Coggan, Communist League. Fri., Aug. 28, 
7 p.m. 203 Karangahape Road. Donation: $3. 
Tel (9) 379-3075. 

-IF YOU LIKE THIS PAPER, LOOK US UP 
Where to find Pathfinder books and dis­

tributors of the Militant, Perspectiva 
Mundial, New International, Nouvelle 
Internationale, Nueva Internacional andNy 
International. 

UNITED STATES 
ALABAMA: Birmingham: 111 21st St. 

South Zip 35233. Tel: (205) 323-3079. 
Compuserve: 73712,3561 

CALIFORNIA: Los Angeles: 2546 W. 
Pico Blvd. Zip: 90006. Tel: (213) 380-9460. 
Compuserve: 74642,326 San Francisco: 3284 
23rd St. Zip: 94110. Tel: (415) 282-6255,285-
5323. Compuserve: 75604,556 

FLORIDA: Miami: 137 N.E. 54th St. Zip: 
33137. Tel: (305) 756-1020. Compuserve: 
103171,1674 

GEORGIA: Atlanta: 230 Auburn Ave. 
N.E. Zip: 30303. Tel: (404) 577-7976. 
Compuserve: 104226,1245 

ILLINOIS: Chicago: 1223 N. Milwaukee 
Ave. Zip: 60622. Tel: (773) 342-1780. 
Compuserve: 104077,511 

IOWA: Des Moines: 2724 Douglas Ave. 
Zip: 50310. Tel: (515) 277-4600. Compuserve: 
104107,1412 

MASSACHUSETTS: Boston: 780 Tre­
mont St. Zip: 02118. Tel: (617) 247-6772. 
Compuserve: 103426,3430 

MICHIGAN: Detroit: 7414 Woodward 
Ave. Zip: 48202. Compuserve: 104127,3505 
Tel: (313) 875-0100. 

MINNESOTA: St. Paul: 2490 University 
Ave. W., St. Paul. Zip: 55114. Tel: (651) 644-
6325. Compuserve: 103014,3261 

NEW JERSEY: Newark: 87 A Halsey. 

Mailing address: Riverfront Plaza, P.O. Box 
200117. Zip: 07102-0302. Tel: (973) 643-
3341. Compuserve: 104216,2703 

NEW YORK: New York City: 59 4th Av­
enue (comer of Bergen) Brooklyn, NY Zip: 
11217. Tel: (718) 399-7257. Compuserve: 
102064,2642 ; 167 Charles St., Manhattan, 
NY. Zip: 10014. Tel: (212) 366-1973. 

OIDO: Cincinnati: P.O. Box 19300. Zip: 
45219. Tel: (513) 662-193l.Cleveland: 1832 
Euclid. Zip: 44115. Tel: (216) 861-6150. 
Compuserve: 103253,1111 

PENNSYLVANIA: Philadelphia: 1906 
South St. Zip: 19146. Tel: (215) 546-8218. 
Compuserve: 104502,1757 Pittsburgh: 1103 
E. Carson St. Zip 15203. Tel: (412) 381-9785. 
Compuserve: 103122,720 

TEXAS: Houston: 6969 Gulf Freeway, 
Suite 380. Zip: 77087. Tel: (713) 847-0704. 
Compuserve: 102527,2271 

WASHINGTON, D.C.: 1930 18th St. N.W. 
Suite #3 (Entrance on Florida Ave.) Zip: 
20009. Tel: (202) 387-2185. Compuserve: 
75407,3345. 

WASHINGTON: Seattle: 1405 E. Madi­
son. Zip: 98122. Tel: (206) 323-1755. 
Compuserve: 74461,2544. 

AUSTRALIA 
Sydney: 19 Terry St., Surry Hills 2010. 

Mailing address: P.O. Box K879, Haymarket 
Post Office, NSW 1240. Tel: 02-9281-3297. 
Compuserve: 106450,2216 

BRITAIN 
London: 47 The Cut. Postal code: SEl 8LL. 

Tel: 0171-928-7993. Compuserve: 

101515,2702 
Manchester: Unit 4, 60 Shudehill. Postal 

code: M4 4AA. Tel: 0161-839-1766. 
Compuserve: 106462,327 

CANADA 
Montreal: 4581 Saint-Denis. Postal code: 

H2J 2IA. Tel: (514) 284-7369. Compuserve: 
104614,2606 

Toronto: 851 Bloor St. West. Postal code: 
M6G 1M3. Tel: (416) 533-4324. Compuserve: 
103474,13 

Vancouver: 3967 Main St. Postal code: 
V5V 3P3. Tel: (604) 872-8343. Compuserve: 
103430,1552 

FRANCE 
Paris: Centre MBE 175, 23 rue Lecourbe. 

Postal code: 75015. Tel: (01) 47-26-58-21. 
Compuserve: 73504,442 

ICELAND 
Reykjavik: K.lapparstfg 26. Mailing ad­

dress: P. Box 233, 121 Reykjavik. Tel: 552 
5502. INTERNET:gphssg@treknet.is 

NEW ZEALAND 
Auckland: La Gonda Arcade, 203 

Karangahape Road. Postal address: P.O. Box 
3025. Tel: (9) 379-3075. Compuserve: 
100035,3205 

Christchurch: 199 High St. Postal address: 
P.O. Box 22-530. Tel: (3) 365-6055. 
Compuserve: 100250,1511 

SWEDEN 
Stockholm: Vikingagatan 10 (T-hana St 

Eriksplan). Postal code: S-113 42. Tel: (08) 
31 69 33. Compuserve: 100416,2362 
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-GREATSOOflY--------------------------------
Neurotic? - From Tokyo, AP 

reports: "In another bleak assess­
ment of the economy, the Bank of 
Japan said ... the ratio of job offers 
to seekers has dropped to an historic 

a bankruptcy judge, the three top 
dogs at FPA Medical Management 
will collect handsome raises and 
bonuses. Meanwhile, the judge is 
getting noise from thousands of 
workers fired in Texas, Arizona, and 
California. They've been denied ac­
crued vacation money and sever­
ance pay. 

agreed to pay him $52,000 accrued 
vacation pay, but it's still dodging 
his demand for $27 million sever­
ance pay. 

former furniture factories and a gas 
station. And across the street from 
a former chrome plating plant. De­
clared an official: "There are no 
good sites for schools in an urban 
environment. You can't chose bean 
fields." 

gold. The card seems to have 
Vatican approval. Meanwhile, cau­
tion was voiced that some users 
might think "they can enter the 
Gates of Heaven by punching in 
their personal identification num­
ber." 

Harry 

.Ring 
Thieves fall in- Al "Chain­

saw" Dunlap, king of the 
downsizers, and Sunbeam appli­
ances have joined forces to cope 
with a stockholder suit and a fed­
eral probe. 

A truly great society - Two 
million children continue to die 
each year because they're not vac­
cinated against measles, tetanus, 
whooping cough, diphtheria, polio, 
or tuberculosis, reports the UN 
children's agency, UNICEF. 

Besides, it's only kids -In se­
lecting school sites the Los Ange­
les school district doesn't worry 
much about environmental risks. 
Like, for instance, the inner-city 
school built on the location of 

No affordable housing, says 
who? -At the Beverly Hills Plaza 
Hotel, de luxe suites that usually go 
for $9,000 a month are now avail­
able for $5,500. 

Thought for the week- "The 
Caribbean leaders say their embrace 
of Castro is also pragmatic. In are­
gion where the U.S. cuts its foreign 
aid by 90 percent between 1985 and 
1995, Havana's advanced medical 
and educational resources have 
more to offer than Washington."­
Report by Los Angeles Times on 
Fidel Castro's visit to Caribbean na­
tions. 

low and that incomes are falling as 
well." The Bank glumly observed: 
"Consumer sentiment seems to be 
turning cautious again." 

Malcontents - If approved by 

Dunlap was fired in June, appar­
ently for cooking the books and jug­
gling sales results. Sunbeam has 

Modern Times -Milanjewel­
ers are marketing a rosary shaped 
like a credit card. With multiclass 
appeal, its available in plastic, cop­
per embossed, or diamond-studded 

How Washington militarized Puerto Rico 
The following is an excerpt from ''The 

U.S. Militarization of Puerto Rico," pub­
lished in the collection One People, One 
Destiny: The Caribbean and Central 
America Today. The presentation below 
was made to the February 1986 meeting 
of the Anti-Imperialist Organizations of 
the Caribbean and Central America held 
in Managua, Nicaragua. Doris Pizarro 
was at that time the deputy general sec­
retary of the Puerto Rican Socialist Party. 
The book One People, One Destiny is copy­
right © 1988 by Pathfinder Press, re­
printed by permission. Subheadings are 
by the Militant. 

BY DORIS PIZARRO 
The military use of Puerto Rico for the 

achievement of U.S. objectives in the Car­
ibbean region was always one of the main 
reasons motivating the Spanish-American-

BOOK OF 
THE WEEK 
Cuban war .. :. 

Above all, the aim was to assure the 
United States of a territory that could be 
turned into a great military base where it 
could do as it pleased, without the interfer­
ence of any government nor the application 
of any authority other than its own. 

On March 2, 1917, the U.S. Congress 
approved a law called the Jones Act, impos­
ing U.S. citizenship on Puerto Ricans. Leav­
ing aside the dramatic implications that such 
an imposition has on a people struggling to 
defend its nationality and independence, the 
Jones Act paved the way for the use of Puerto 
Rico and Puerto Ricans for military pur­
poses. 

This unilateral and foreign law enables 
us to determine the type of relationship be­
tween Puerto Rico and the United States that 
has prevailed up to the present day. It is 
therefore worth bearing in mind that the 
problem of militarism and militarization in 
our case refers to the extension of the colo­
nial power's military apparatus into the 
colony and its impact on the colonial soci­
ety without the mediation of local groups .... 

A few days after imposing U.S. citizen­
ship on Puerto Ricans, the United States 
began its participation in World War I. This 
was the first time that Puerto Rican youth 
were recruited to go to the battlefield thou­
sands of kilometers from their homeland to 

defend the interests of U.S. imperialism. This 
was the beginning of the long list of Puerto 
Ricans who were killed, wounded, or inca­
pacitated while serving as cannon fodder for 
the colonial power. 

The same thing happened in World War 
II, in the U.S. aggression against Korea 
(where more than 700 Puerto Ricans were 
killed), and in Vietnam where, according to 
the Pentagon's figures, more than 1,300 Puer­
to Ricans were killed and many thousands 
more were wounded. 

All told, more than 200,000 Puerto Ricans 
have served in the U.S. armed forces since 
1917. At present more than 10,000 Puerto 
Ricans are serving in that country's armed 
forces. 

U.S. military since 1959 
U.S. military installations in Puerto Rico 

had been used previously as a base of sup­
port in the bloody coup financed by the CIA 
in Guatemala in 1954. After the revolution­
ary victory in Cuba, however, our Caribbean -
island-nation's role as military policeman 
grew. 

The 1962 economic blockade of Cuba was 
coordinated from Puerto Rico. Many of the 
planes that carried thousands of U.S. marines 
in the April 1965 invasion of the Dominican 
Republic took off from military and civilian 
airports on Puerto Rican territory. 

Dozens of ships and other naval forces at 
U.S. bases in Puerto Rico were placed on a 
state of alert during the people's uprising in 
Trinidad in 1970.1 

Even more striking was the role U.S. im­
perialism assigned Puerto Rico during the 
cowardly attack on Grenada in October 1983, 
to which we will return later. 

Equally important is the use of our young 
people and our territory in the U.S. threats of 
military escalation against Nicaragua and 
Central America. 

In recent years Puerto Rico has been turned 
into an almost exclusive domain of the U.S. 
Navy. After the closing of the Ramey Fields 
strategic bomber base, the air force's activi­
ties have been reduced to providing support 
to units of the so-called Puerto Rican Air 
National Guard and to the Reserve Officers 
Training Corps (ROTC) program in schools 
and universities. 

The U.S. Army maintains a base in San 
Juan - Fort Buchanan - although there is 
no longer a large garrison there. The main 
activities of the regular army are: 

1. Recruiting Puerto Ricans to serve out­
side the island (more than 10, 000); 

2. Organizing units of the reserves (more 
than 4,000 troops); 

From Pathfinder 

One People, One Destiny 
The Caribbean and Central America Today 
Edited by Don Rojas 

The fight against economic and social backward­
ness and imperialist bullying in the Caribbean and 
Central America, as presented in speeches and ar­
ticles by political leaders from the region in the late 
1980s. $11.95 

Available from bookstores, including those listed on page 12 or write Pathfinder; 41 OWest St., New York. 
NY I 00 14.Tel: (212) 741-0690. Fax: (212) 727-0 ISO. When ordering by mail, please include $3 to cover 
shipping and handling. 

3. Supporting the so-called Puerto Rican 
National Guard (12,400 troops in 1980); 

4. Coordinating the Reserve Officers 
Training Corps program in schools and uni­
versities; 

5. Intelligence activities; 
6. Various services for veterans and their 

families. 
The U.S. Navy has its most important 

Caribbean naval base in Puerto Rico -
Roosevelt Roads Naval Station- which 
is one of the largest in the world. This base 
covers an area of 37,000 acres, with 22,000 
acres on the island of Vieques, more than 
two-thirds of which has been occupied by 
the military. Roosevelt Roads is the center 
of a complex of installations in the moun­
tain region of Luquillo, Vieques, St. Croix 
(Virgin Islands), and in the waters east, 
northeast, and southeast of Puerto Rico. 

Roosevelt Roads is also the headquar­
ters of the Caribbean Naval Command, 
which is responsible for the naval forces 
stationed at Guantanamo, Cuba, and in 
Panama. Also located at this large naval 
base is the Antilles Defense Command, 
which would be put in charge of all U.S. 
military forces in the event of an emergency 
in the Caribbean. Located there as well is 
the South Atlantic Command, which coor­
dinates U.S. naval activities with the coun­
tries of the Latin American Southern Cone 
and with South Africa. 

Also located in this complex is the At­
lantic Fleet Weapons Range, of which 
Vieques is a part, where they experiment 
with new weapons and carry out naval 
maneuvers and shelling practice with the 
participation of forces from NATO and 
Latin American countries. Finally, the 
Underwater Range, an installation utiliz­
ing the most advanced technology, is the 
main practice ground in the Atlantic for 
submarine warfare. 

In addition to the Roosevelt Roads com­
plex in the east, the fleet has the Sabana 
Seca Communications Center near San 
Juan, an installation that carries out elec­
tronic espionage, There are also various 
communications centers to the west and 
south. The former Ramey base is now un­
der the jurisdiction of the Coast Guard and 

could be activated by the navy any time it 
deemed it necessary to its interests. 

The so-called Puerto Rican National 
Guard is in fact a branch of the U.S. armed 
forces in our country. It is made up of more 
than 12,000 troops, the majority of them 
Puerto Rican. In the past the National Guard 
has been used as an instrument of repres­
sion against workers on strike and against 
the patriotic movement, with the barely dis­
guised aim of provoking a fratricidal struggle 
in which Puerto Ricans confront Puerto 
Ricans .... 

U.S. invasion of Grenada 
In mid-1981 the United States staged the 

Ocean Venture '81 military maneuvers, con­
sidered the largest in the Caribbean since 
World War II. Part of these maneuvers were 
held on the Puerto Rican island of Vieques 
which, as we have already stated, is occu­
pied by the Yankee navy. 

In a speech by Grenada's Prime Minister 
Maurice Bishop that year, he pointed out that 
the imaginary name given to the island in­
vaded in Ocean Venture '81, "Amber and 
the Arnberines," was a clear reference to 
Grenada and the Grenadines. In 1982 and 
1983, Ocean Venture maneuvers were re­
peated, with aims similar to the earlier one. 

Months before the invasion, maneuvers 
called Universal Trek '83 were held on the 
island of Vieques. Their aim was to create 
an atmosphere as close as possible to real­
ity and to work out the final details of the 
operation. The maneuver consisted of the 
invasion of a Caribbean island by sea, air, 
and land, and the capture of an airport in the 
face of enemy ambush .... 

Puerto Rico served as a staging ground 
for at least half the invading troops .... 

In addition, an undetermined number of 
U.S. soldiers of Puerto Rican origin took part 
in the Grenada invasion. 

1 For two months in early 1970. Trinidad was 
shaken by a massive upsurge. While beginning 
under the slogan of "Black Power," the upsurge 
increasingly drew in workers of Indian origin. 
In response to the growing movement, the gov­
ernment of Trinidad declared a state of emergency 
while U.S. warships sat offshore. 
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Sept. 7, 1973 

UNITED NATIONS, New York-A 
sense of excitement permeated an audience 
packed with supporters of independence for 
Puerto Rico when the United Nations Com­
mittee on Decolonization met last week. 

Juan Mari Bras, general secretary of the 
Puerto Rican Socialist Party (PSP), and 
Ruben Berrios, president of the Puerto 
Rican Independence Party (PIP), spoke 
before the committee Aug. 23 and 24. This 
unprecedented event was the first time that 
leaders of the independence movement in 
Puerto Rico have been invited to address 
the body. 

Puerto Rico has been a colony of the 
United States since the end of the Spanish­
American War. In 1952, the U.S. tried to 
disguise this fact by formally granting Puer­
to Rico the status of "Commonwealth." In 
reality, however, the island continues to be 
a U.S. colony. 

TH£ MILITANT 
PU8LISHID IN THI INTII.IITI OP THI WOI.KING PIOPLE 

NEW YORK, N Y. FIVE (5) CENTS 

September 6, 1948 
Harold Russell, handless World War II 

veteran and star of the Academy Award 
motion picture "The Best Years of Our 
Lives" has accepted the national chairman­
ship of the defense committee for James 
Kutcher, legless Newark veteran who faces 
dismissal from his $40-a-week Veterans 
Administration job because of his member­
ship in the Socialist Workers Party. Kutcher, 
who lost both legs in combat in Italy and 
has taught himself to walk with artificial 
limbs and two canes, has challenged the 30-
day dismissal notice sent to him on Aug. 13. 
He is fighting for his job despite his admit­
ted affiliation with an organization on 
Truman's and Attorney General Clark's po­
litical blacklist. Mr. Russell is a hospital 
buddy of Kutcher. They occupied adjoining 
beds for five months. When informed of the 
"loyalty" purge action against his former 
hospital-mate, Mr. Russell immediately of­
fered his services in Kutcher's defense. 
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-EDITORIALS----------

U.S. hands off Sudan, Afghanistan! 
Continued from front page 
Bill of Rights at home- all under the pretext of fighting 
terrorism. In fact, U.S. officials have warned they may 
order new attacks. What will be the next country assaulted? 

"Today we have struck back," declared U.S. president 
William Jefferson Clinton. But who is "we"? Clinton is 
not speaking for working people -in the United States 
or anywhere else in the world. Clinton and all other Demo­
cratic and Republican politicians speak for a tiny handful 
of super-wealthy families who own the industry, land, and 
banks in this country and whose profit interests reach 
around the world. 

Working people here have nothing in common with the 
U.S. government or the employers it represents. Strikers 
at US West, farm workers fighting for a union in Califor­
nia, and other toilers here have everything in common 
with fellow workers and farmers in Sudan - such as the 
chemical workers whose factory was bombed in 
Khartoum - and in other nations targeted by 
Washington's barbaric acts. We are part of the same class 
and have the same enemy: Washington and Wall Street. 

Washington says its military assaults on Afghanistan 
and Sudan were targeting "terrorist-related facilities" 
somehow linked to those responsible for the bombs that 
exploded in the U.S. embassies in Kenya and Tanzania. 
But U.S. officials don't even bother to offer any evidence 
to back their claims. Their message is: "We don't need to 
prove any facts. We're Washington, the indispensable 
nation," as U.S. secretary of state Madeleine Albright likes 
to refer to the U.S. government. This is like the cops who 
break down your door and tell you: "You don't have any 
rights. We don't need an arrest warrant- weare the law." 

Or, as Dimitri Simes, president of the Nixon Center, 
put it, "If you punish the wrong guy for a particular act, 
that's not even so terrible, if you know for sure this is a 
bad guy." 

Why does Washington launch these assaults? It is part 

of the U.S. rulers' increasing reliance on military force to 
further the interests of the declining U.S. empire. These 
attacks are of a piece with Washington's recent aggres­
sion against Iraq and its moves to deploy troops against 
the workers state in Yugoslavia. The U.S. rulers continue 
to threaten the Korean people with nuclear bombs. Any­
one who doesn't bow to Washington is a target. 

While the bombing of the U.S. embassies does not ad­
vance the interests of working people anywhere, one must 
ask: Why is it that U.S. embassies are the ones that are 
targeted? To put it differently: Why is the U.S. govern­
ment hated so much around the world, including in Af­
rica? It's because the U.S. empire, sinking its tentacles 
increasingly in all comers of the globe, is identified by 
millions as a plunderer of resources and the wealth pro­
duced by the sweat and blood of workers and peasants. 
State terrorism has been mastered by the U.S. rules to 
perpetuate and extend their domination and robbing of 
the wealth working people produce throughout the world. 
The bombings of the U.S. embassies are simply a case of 
chickens corning home to roost. 

Washington is the biggest threat to the world. They have 
more chemical weapons than anyone. It was the CIA that 
ordered the 1961 assassination of anticolonial hero and 
Congolese president Patrice Lumumba, as U.S. officials 
recently admitted. It's Washington that supported the 
apartheid regime in South Africa for years. It's the U.S. 
government that bombed Libya in 1986, intervened in So­
malia three years ago, and has supported successive mili­
tary regimes in Kenya itself. They are the ones who have 
locked up 15 Puerto Rican political prisoners in U.S. jails, 
some for 18 years. All those who oppose Washington's 
criminal actions against Sudan and Afghanistan should 
speak out loud and clear. One good example is the New 
York Socialist Workers campaign, which, as we go to 
press, has called an emergency protest at the federal build­
ing in downtown New York. 

Don't try youth as adults 
The case of two Black boys, ages seven and eight, 

charged with murder in Chicago has been sensationalized 
in the national media. These two children are portrayed as 
brutal, aggressive monsters. The August 11 Chicago Tri­
bune headline summed up the line: "Police say suspects 
not too small to kill." This is part of the rulers' offensive 
to crirninalize youth and blame them for society's ills. 

The investigation of the murder of 11-year-old Ryan 
Harris has been a travesty of justice from start to finish. 
With no physical evidence and no witnesses - and dis­
missing other leads - the cops hauled two young chil­
dren into the police station, interrogated them for hours, 
charged them with first-degree murder, and called the case 
closed. The police have pushed the boundaries of what 
they can get away with in disregarding the democratic 
rights of the accused children, including the right to a law­
yer, protections against self-incrimination, and the right 
to be presumed innocent until proven guilty. 

This case is part of a broader campaign nationally to 
convince working people that there is a wave of "child 
crime" - an assertion used to justify a culture war against 
youth, particularly those who are Black or Latino. 

"Unless we, as a society, act to nip tormented kids in 
the bud, try to anticipate trouble before it happens, there 
may be more horrific incidents, like the one in which the 
7-and 8-year old are charged .... Our future as a civilized, 
compassionate and functioning soc~ty is a stake," declares 
an editorial in the Chicago Defender. Commentaries like 
this promote the idea that there are some people who are 
just born evil and are bringing down "civilized culture." 

The government's answer is to apply adult courts and 
prison sentences to young people. The Texas Legislature 
has even debated imposing the death penalty on children 
as young as 11, although the actual execution would be 
postponed until he or she turned 17. Cities in other states 
have passed gang laws, curfew laws, and imposed metal 
detectors in the public schools. 

In face of these facts, working people and all support­
ers of democratic rights should join in protesting the 
crirninalization and brutal treatment of the seven- and 
eight-year-old. We should demand: 

End the harassment of the children and their families! 
No youth to be tried or sentenced as adults! Drop the 
charges against the boys! 

British troops out of Ireland! 
The following statement was issued August 20 by 

the Communist League in the United Kingdom. 

Britain's rulers are cynically seeking to exploit the deep 
sympathy for the 28 people killed by the car bombing in 
Omagh, Northern Ireland, to try to erode the gains made 
by the nationalist struggle to end their rule there. In the 
name of "combating terrorism," it is Irish people, their 
democratic rights, and the rights of working people in 
Britain that are their real target. But London will fail. 

The April10 agreement on the future of Ireland regis­
tered the weakening of British rule, brought about by the 
expanding struggle for Irish unity and independence. The 
nationalists' achievements were highlighted this July when 
the Orange Order was compelled to back down from its 
rightist, pro-British marches through Catholic areas. The 
refusal of Catholics to accept British-imposed second-class 
status is also signaled by the growing support for Sinn 
Fein. In the most recent elections, the republican party 
increased its vote more than any other party, and in Omagh 
itself is the largest political party. 

London would like to use the bombing by the "Real 
IRA," a split from the republican movement, to see if it 
can chip away at these gains. Government ministers and 
media pundits raise the possibility of reintroducing in­
ternment without trial and convictions on the sole word 
of the police. Several arrests have been made since the 
bombing under the undemocratic "antiterror" laws that 
allow detention without charge for seven days and no right 
to a lawyer for the first 48 hours. 

These are all measures used over the last 30 years to 
intimidate the Irish people as a whole, and through 
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scapegoating to force a division with working people in 
Britain. The mass nationalist resistance had pushed these 
measures onto the back burner, and this year London was 
forced to repeal its internment laws. 

Following London's lead, rightist politicians in North­
em Ireland are now floating the idea of delaying the re­
lease of political prisoners and excluding Sinn Fein from 
the Northern Ireland executive. At the same time London 
is trying to pressure the Dublin government and Sinn Fein 
itself to collude with its response. 

Through its crocodile tears London is seeking to make 
out that its 17,000 occupying troops and the hated Royal 
Ulster Constabulary are the forces of civilization and 
peace. Nothing could be further from the truth. It is Lon­
don and its armed forces that are the driving force of vio­
lence. The troops were first deployed in 1969 to break the 
Irish civil rights movement, which was protesting the Brit­
ish-imposed system of discrimination against Catholics. 
In February 1999 a public inquiry will open, won by the 
nationalist struggle, into the 1972 massacre known as 
Bloody Sunday. That was when British troops killed 14 
civil rights protesters. In addition to directly organizing 
such violence for decades, London has funded, armed, and 
supplied information to the loyalist death squads. 

Too much has been fought for and won to reverse the 
gains of those fighting for a free, united Ireland. Never­
theless, supporters of the Irish freedom struggle need to 
maintain and intensify their campaign against British rule. 
Every step taken by London should be opposed- Brit­
ain has no right to take a single measure against the Irish 
people. There is only one road for London, to pull out its 
troops and GO!! 

Washington 
bombs Sudan, 
Afghanistan 
Continued from front page 
ing complex." They said hundreds of people may have 
been present at the time of the evening assault. 

Clinton, who ordered the assault, made a pretense of 
rushing back to Washington from his vacation. But Co­
hen confirmed that the assault had been "planned for sev­
eral days." 

A CNN reporter cited an unnamed Clinton administra­
tion official as saying that the attack was a success in "dis­
rupting the facilities," but that the "U.S.-led war against 
terrorism continues" and there "may be more strikes." 

Washington's 'antiterror' propaganda 
Washington began cranking up its propaganda campaign 

against "radical Islamic fundamentalists" after the August 
7 bombings of the embassies in Nairobi and Dar es Sa­
laam, which left about 250 people dead and 5,500 injured. 
U.S. officials especially cited their standard list of "ter­
rorist" states - including Iran, Iraq, Libya, and Sudan -
and initiated the roundup and arrest of more than a dozen 

people from throughout the Mideast and North Africa. 
Cohen immediately threatened military retaliation, 

"swiftly and with significant force," against any govern­
ment Washington declared was responsible for the attacks. 
As part of whipping up their "antiterrorist" campaign, 
Washington suspended routine operations at several em­
bassies in Africa, as well as those in Pakistan, Switzer­
land, and Albania. Some 150 Marines and Navy comman­
dos were deployed around the U.S. embassy in Tirana, 
Albania, August 16 after U.S. officials claimed they had 
"credible evidence" of a plan by a supposed international 
terrorist cell to bomb the building. 

Several bourgeois figures began calling for a lower stan­
dard of proof in prosecuting those accused of "terrorist 
activities." Dimitri Simes, president of the Nixon Center, 
a Washington policy institute, told the New York Times, "I 
don't believe you need the same level of proof as a court 
of law .... And if you punish the wrong guy for a particu­
lar act, that's not even so terrible, if you know for sure 
that this is a bad guy." 

Immediately following the bombings in Tanzania and 
Kenya, the U.S. state department assembled what Susan 
Rice, the Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs, 
called "a routine roundup." About a dozen Iraqis and So­
malis, for example, were detruned in 1'anzaniaAugust 10. 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation told the press it 
was reviewing a list of 200,000 suspects and more than 
3,000 organized groups in its computerized "database of 
terrorists." Meanwhile, the big-business newspapers ran 
sensationalist headlines, photos of mutilated bodies, and 
quickly regurgitated Washington's blame for the bomb­
ings on several Islamic organizations in the Middle East. 
The first such names included the Liberation Army of the 
Islamic Sanctuaries; Islamic Jihad; several Islamic infor­
mational and charitable organizations; Albanians fight­
ing for independence in Kosova; and Saudi businessman 
Osama bin Laden, who was formerly backed by Wash­
ington when he organized right-wing militias to fight the 
Moscow-backed regime in Afghanistan. 

By August 15 Washington had extradited from Paki­
stan to Kenya a man the U.S. government alleges carried 
out the bombing. Mohammed Saddiq Odeh, a 34-year­
old Palestinian, was held for nine days by the Pakistani 
regime, which claims he made a confession, though there 
is no other evidence against him. 

On August 18 the Pakistani government arrested two 
other men - one from Saudi Arabia, the other from 
Sudan - as suspects in the bombings. In the days lead­
ing up to the August 20 air strikes, bin Laden was increas­
ingly referred to in the big-business press as Washington's 
main target. 

U.S. troops held off volunteer rescue efforts 
Among workers and others in Kenya, there is wide­

spread resentment over the unequal treatment given to 
those killed and injured in the Nairobi bombing, in which 
12 U.S. citizens and more than 200 Kenyans died. U.S. 
Marines prevented Kenyan volunteers who wanted to be­
gin rescue efforts from entering the building immediately 
after the blast. The U.S. ambassador stated the reason was 
concern for the safety of these "good Samaritans." But 
the New York Times reported August 13 that U.S. officials 
said that the marines' role was to protect the embassy's 
documents. 

Several Kenyan newspaper editorials reported that U.S. 
citizens were taken from the embassy while Kenyans were 
left. In addition, Kenyans were crowded into jammed 
hospitals while Americans were transported out of the 
country. 

Charity Ngilu, a leader of the Social Democratic Party 
in Kenya, said, "We did not see them [U.S. troops] first of 
all saving lives. They were more concerned with their 
building and property." 

The same Times article quoted two unnamed women 
who were working in a camera shop. "The people are an­
gry," said one woman. "They say the Americans are do­
ing nothing. They didn't help bring out the bodies." 

Bismarck Odida, 35, an electronics repairman, said "We 
are angry with the Americans. They're troublemakers." 



Pennsylvania miners 
keep up their strike 

This column is devoted to re­
porting the resistance by work­
ing people to the employers' as­
sault on their living standards, 
working conditions, and unions. 

We invite you to contribute 
short items to this column as a 

and threw up a· round-the-clock 
picket line at the mine entrance. 
''We're sick of the claw-backs; it's 
time to draw a line in the sand," 
Gary Allan, a maintenance fitter at 
the site, toldMilitantreporters who 
visited the picket August 8. 

ON THE PICKET LINE 

ers at neighboring mines 
who had previously been 
covered by the same agree­
ment. A number of the 
Huntly East strikers said 
that this had weakened the 
unity of all mine workers ih 
the region. 

way for other fighting workers 
around the world to read about 
and learn from these important 
struggles. Jot down a few lines 
about what is happening in your 
union, at your workplace, or 

Sixty mihers and 28 maintenance 
workers, all members of the Engi­
neers Union, work at the under­
ground facility. Allan explained that 
in June 1997 the company threat­
ened to close the mine. In a close 
vote the union then agreed to a con­
tract containing stiff concessions. 
The work week was ihcreased from 
36 to 42.5 hours, and penalty rates 
for overtime work were abolished. 

''We thought we lost ev­
erything last year," said 
Allan, "but this year they 
seem to have found some 
more." The company's cen­
tral demand in the new 
round of contract negotia­
tions is for an end to "trades 
recognition." This would 

Militant/Nell Wheeler 
UMWA Local803 members picket in Hazleton, Pennsylvania, July 27. 

HAZLETON, Pennsylvania­
After four months the strike of 59 
miners against Jeddo Coal Co. here 
continues with no negotiations and 
no apparent movement toward ne­
gotiations. 

Since the strike by members of 
United Mine Workers of America 
Locals 803 and 1531 began on 
March 26, the bosses have not tried 
to mine any coal from the anthra­
cite strip mine, but they are still 
hauling coal that was mined before 
the walkout. 

''We're not letting down," striker 
Jim De told the Militant. He de­
scribed how strikers have prevented 
some trucks from hauling coal by 
"just walking alongside them and 
explaining the situation. We didn't 
raise our voices or anything - and 
they drove out the other side with 
their trucks still empty." 

The miners, who have been with­
out a contract for four years, are 
fighting the company's attempt to 
impose its "final offer." This in­
cludes paying wages that are about 
$2.50 per hour lower than at other 
uniomzed mihes ih the region and 
guttihg seniority rights and other 
union work rules. 

Jeddo has proposed filling in 
large portions of the huge strip mihe 
with solid waste trucked in from 
New York. The strikers have helped 
to mobilize opposition to this 
scheme, which has stopped it so far. 

Striker Richard Patskan, whose 
father was killed ih an underground 
mine accident, said he thought la­
bor should fight for health care for 
all. "Everybody is facing the same 
thing, from layoffs to wage cuts," 
commented striker Wayne Pesotine. 
"Labor has to stick together." 

New Zealand coal miners 
strike Solid Energy 

HUNTLY, New Zealand- Re­
jecting fresh concession demands 
from their employer, Solid Energy, 
workers at the Huntly East coal 
mine walked off the job August 6 

Solid Energy also succeeded in 
forcing separate contracts on work-

allow maintenance workers to do 
work previously done by miners, 
and vice-versa. The union sees this 
as a way to slash the workforce. 
'They want one guy to do two jobs," 
Allan commented. 

At a meeting August 10, the strik-

ers voted 85-to-1 to continue their 
strike. 

Solid Energy is owned by the 
New Zealand government. It is cur­
rently up for sale as a part of the 
government's ongoing policy to 
privatize state-owned assets. 

Lee Oleson, a member of the United 
Transportation Union, and Nell 
Wheeler in Newark, New Jersey; 
and Terry Coggan, a member of the 
Engineers Union in Auckland, New 
Zealand, contributed to this col­
umn. 

Sharemilker in New Zealand scores victory 
B-Y FELICITY COGGAN 
AND COLIN PARKER 

TAINGAEHE, Northland, New 
Zealand- After finishing evening 
milking July 30, sharemilker 
Russell McDonald and his support­
ers -local dairy farmers and farm 
workers - celebrated a victory in 
a dispute with McDonald's previ­
ous employer, farm owner Barry 
Barfoote. Earlier that day, they had 
ended a 1 0-day picket at Barfoote' s 
farm gate after reachihg a deal that 
the farm owner would release 
McDonald's herd of 170 cows. 
McDonald is still required to pay 
$120,000 in court costs to Barfoote, 
who sacked him earlier this year by 
ending his sharemilking coll.tract. 

Like many sharemilkers, Me-

Donald had a "50:50" contract. He 
owned the cows and some machin­
ery such as tractors, looked after the 
herd, and provided the labor to milk 
them. While Barfoote owns the land 
and buildihgs, ihcome from the sale 
of the milk was split on a 50:50 ba­
sis between the two. Sharemilkers 
comprise about one-third of all 
dairy farmers in New Zealand and 
are responsible for 60 percent of 
milk produced, McDonald told the 
Militant. 

McDonald's problems with his 
employer date back two and a half 
years, to the beginning of his con­
tract on Barfoote's farm. In a tele­
phone ihterview with the Militant, 
McDonald explaiiied that the farm· 
owner, who has assets worth around 

Militant/Felicity Coggan 
Picket line July 25 demands return ofRussle McDonald's herd. 

$4 million, had reneged on prom­
ises to share grazihg costs and al­
low him to increase the herd, and 
as well as withholding his monthly 
paycheck. 

Farmers often work for many 
years as sharemilkers to save 
enough to buy their own farm. Mc­
Donald was anticipating beihg able 
to do this when this contract ended. 
'This has effectively blown 14 years 
of my life out of the water" he said. 

In March Barfoote sacked Mc­
Donald, using the excuse that his 
herd was three cows short of the 
number specified ih the contract­
a matter usually resolved by com­
pensation. The firing sets a bad pre­
cedent, explained McDonald. 
"You're going to get families, cows, 
and machinery turfed out willy­
nilly." He said that he believed 
Barfoote was looking for a way to 
end the contract early to get his own 
herd on the farm. 

The matter went to arbitration. 
The arbitrator ruled in Barfoote's 
favor, stipulating that part of 
McDonald's herd should be held by 
the farm owner as security for sub­
stantial legal costs also awarded 
him. McDonald finally secured an 
advance of money from a benefac­
tor to use as security, allowing the 
herd to be released July 30. 

The picket, at times up to 30-
strong, drew in local farmers and 
farm workers, outraged by 
Barfoote's actions. 'They can't just 
take your cows," farm worker Nicky 
Clayden told the Militant on a visit 
to the picket July 25. 

Few of the protesters had been 
involved in such an action before. 

''We've been manning [the picket] 
24 hours, as is apparently required," 
farmer Sue Kernot said on televi­
sion. "We're learning as we go 
about these pickets." They were 
astounded and angry when 14 po­
lice cars with cops in riot gear 
turned out July 27 to escort a milk 
tanker onto Barfoote's farm through 
a back road, avoiding the picket. 
With the support of the 
Dairyworkers Union, which orga­
nizes milk tanker drivers, the pick­
ets had until then successfully pre­
vented the collection of milk from 
the farm. The farmer, who was milk­
ing the cows with the help of fam­
ily members, a farm laborer, and a 
security guard, had been forced to 
spray the uncollected milk onto the 
ground. 

McDonald and his supporters 
had also become concerned about 
the condition of the herd. On July 
23 he was arrested for trespass, af­
ter going onto the farm to check the 
health of the cows. A Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries official 
was assaulted while accompanying 
him on this visit, and McDonald was 
held overnight in a police cell. 

McDonald now has no prospect 
of another sharemilking contract 
until next year, as most contracts 
start in June. He plans to look for 
wage work milking cows, while ap­
pealing the arbitration ruling and for 
compensation for loss of income. 
The local community has launched 
an appeal for a trust fund· to assist 
McDonald with his court costs. 

Felicity Coggan is a member of the 
Engineers Union. 

-LETTERS--------------------------------------
Reject pro-cop campaign 

Workers at Ford Electronics 
where I work are discussing the 
death of undercover cop William 
Hancox, who was stabbed to death 
in a mall parking lot on August 5. 
Two women who are white, de­
scribed in the press as "drifters," 
have been arrested and charged with 
second degree murder. 

Every co-worker who is Black 
that I spoke to said they were "re­
lieved" that the cops had not ar­
rested a Black person. They said 
every time this happens they and 
their kids get more racist cop ha­
rassment on the street. I said I knew 
where they were coming from, but 
I pointed out that an arrest doesn't 
mean guilt. We have to defend the 
presumption of innocence, which 
cops don't do. 

Another co-worker said that the 
cop "was too young to die." The 
media has been playing up the fact 

that Hancox was a father with a wife 
who is eight months pregnant. The 
cops and capitalist politicians are 
organizing a massive "law and or­
der" funeral August 10. Ten thou­
sand cops from a variety of cop 
agencies throughout Canada and the 
United States are expected to attend. 

I replied that I get angry when I 
see these pro-cop campaigns and 
political funerals every time a cop 
is killed. 

Where are the parades and me­
dia campaigns for safe working con­
ditions when ordinary workers get 
killed on the job,like the 26 Westray 
coal miners who were murdered by 
their negligent profit -hungry bosses 
in Nova Scotia a few years ago in 
an explosion caused by an illegal 
buildup of coal dust? The company 
owners and managers got off with­
out criminal charges. The Steel­
workers union is now trying to get 
the federal criminal code amended 

so that employers who kill workers 
can be charged. 

The Toronto Star reports that 
between 1961 and 1997, 112 cops 
were killed on the job in Canada. 
Over that same time span, tens of 
thousands of workers were killed 
and maimed on the job. 

The USWA lawyer working on 
the Westray case reports that today 
in Canada 900 to 1,000 workers die 
on the job each year- that's three 
a day! 

Two weights, two measures. Two 
classes with different interests. For 
ruling-class families, the life of a 
cop who defends the "law and or­
der" of their profit system, is sacro­
sanct. The death of a worker who 
creates their wealth by selling his 
or her labor power, is not worth 
mentioning. It's just a cost factor in 
their balance sheets. 
John Steele 
Toronto, Ontario 

'Lenin on Trade Unions' 
I bought On Trade Unions by 

Lenin at the Pittsburgh Active 
Workers Conference and began the 
task of reading it. The passage noted 
below remihded me of some aspects 
of the discussion and presentations: 

"The spontaneous upsurge of the 
masses in Russia proceeded (and 
continues) with such rapidity that 
the young Social-Democrats proved 
unprepared to meet these gigantic 
tasks; 

This unprepardness is our com­
mon misfortune, the misfortune of 
all Russian Social-Democrats. The 
upsurge of the masses proceeded 
and spread with uninterrupted con­
tinuity; it not only continued in the 
places where it began, but spread 
to new localities and to new strata 
of the population (under the influ­
ence of the working-class move­
ment, there was a renewed ferment 
among the student youth, among the 

intellectuals generally, and even 
among the peasantry). 

Revolutionaries, however, 
lagged behind this upsurge, both in 
their 'theories' and in their activity; 
they failed to establish a constant 
and continuous organization ca­
pable of leading the whole move­
ment." 
David Johnson 
Toronto, Ontario 

Editor's note: The excerpt Johnson 
cites is from V.I. Lenin's pamphlet 
What is to be Done?, written in 
1901 as part of the fight to forge 
what became the Bolshevik party. 

The letters column is an open 
forum for all viewpoints on sub­
jects of general interest to our 
readers. Please keep your letters 
brief. Where necessary they will 
be abridged. Please indicate if 
you prefer that your initials be 
used rather than your full name. 
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S. Mrican strikers dentand pay 
BY T..J. FIGUEROA 

CAPE TOWN, South Africa - Oil, 
chemical, and automobile workers came out 
swinging against the bosses in the annual 
wage negotiations here. More than 40,000 
members of the Chemical Workers Indus­
trial Union (CWIU) walked out of oil refin­
eries, and chemical and pharmaceutical 
plants in the frrst week of August. 

More than 20,000 members of the Na­
tional Union of Metalworkers of South Af­
rica struck the seven major auto assembly 
plants a week later. Picket lines were mili­
tant and determined, and thousands of work­
ers joined marches in Johannesburg and 
other cities. 

A central demand of both unions is for 
wage agreements that outpace the rate of 
inflation, which currently hovers at about 6 
percent. But further price rises are on the 
way. The South African rand has lost 20 
percent ·of its value against the dollar since 
May and banks have raised interest rates to 
record highs. · 

The chemical workers' union is demand­
ing a 10 percent wage increase and a R2,000 
monthly minimum wage (about $315). The 
employers began by offering only 6-8 per­
cent. Auto workers called for a wage in­
crease of two percent more than the infla­
tion rate in the last two years of a three-year 
agreement. 

NUMSA and the Automobile Manufac­
turers Employers Organization settled the 
strike on August 17. The agreement does 
not guarantee an inflation-plus-two percent 
wage package, but it does ensure that work­
ers will achieve wage increases that at least 
meet inflation if it rises above 7 percent. At 
lower levels, wage increases will be more 
than the inflation rate. The auto bosses were 
under pressure to settle quickly because of 
export contract obligations. 

CWIU strikers succeeded in blockading 
several oil refmeries and depots in the first 
few days of the walkout, and petrol stations 
began running out of fuel. The union re­
moved the blockades after court orders on 
behalf of the employers. 

At the Amalgamated Chemicals Associa­
tion (ACA) plant to the nort:Q of the city, 
shop steward Lynn Bullock said that about 
70 workers had struck the pharmaceutical 
distributor at this location. More than 100 
strikers - including workers from other 
plants - were outside the front gate in a 
spirited picket. 

Striker Cynthia Mangesi, whose frrst lan­
guage is Xhosa, said that she started as an 
assembler in 1990, and pointed to the im­
portance of affirmative action. "There is no 

development here. You work in the same 
place until you die. And I'm one of the only 
Africans working in the plant." Most ACA 
workers are black, but were classified un­
der the apartheid regime as Colored, a ~rm 
that persists. 

Mangesi says that increasing the mini­
mum wage is critical. "I support my whole 
family. This month there will be no money, 
but we must do this or have no future." 

Few workers in South Africa would agree 
with the view expressed by many middle­
class commentators that nothing has 
changed here since the frrst democratic, non­
racial elections in 1994. 

Asked about the changes, Mangesi put it 
succinctly. "Yes, things are so different. We 
workers can now fight together. Before, we 
had to take whatever the company meant to 
give us. Now we don't.... And we can talk 
now." 

Both the CWIU and NUMSA are affili­
ated to the Congress of South African Trade 
Unions (COSATU), which groups those 
trade unions that participated in the move­
ment against apartheid rule led by the Afri­
can National Congress (ANC). Several thou­
sand members of the South African Chemi­
cal Workers Union also struck against 
chemical companies, beginning and ending 
their walkout before the CWIU strike. 

Spokespeople for the bosses violence­
baited strikers and said the workers were 
scaring away investors. A typical editorial 
in the August 9 Sunday Independent said 
that "South Africa can no longer afford the 
disastrous spate of strikes now threatening 
to wreck the economy .... The international 
markets, clearly convinced that the govern­
ment is unable to contain a growing labour 
militancy, have already spoken and their 
judgment is reflected in the plummeting 
value of our currency." The paper scolded 
that unions must "see beyond their immedi­
ate self-interest." 

Rally in Alabama condemns police brutality 

Militant/Rich Stuart 
About 1,000 workers and youth marched through Thlladega, Alabama, August 
15 demanding justice for Donald ''Bruno" Nabors, a Black Vietnam veteran 
gunned down by police July 31. The march, organized by the Southern Chris­
tian Leadership Conference, ended with a rally at City Hall. The crowd included 
activists from Atlanta and from Anniston, Decatur, and Wedowee, Alabama. 

NUMSA spokesperson Tony Kgobe re­
plied that there had been recent strikes by 
workers in the United States at General 
Motors and at Hyundai in South Korea. 
"Even in developed countries workers em­
bark on s,trike action," he said. 

Tony Leon, leader of the Democratic 
Party, which is fast becoming the chief op­
position party to the ANC, called for a curb 
on union power. Casting himself as a de-

fender of the poor and unemployed, he urged 
a ban on secondary strikes and picketing, 
the secret balloting of workers at home be­
fore strikes, and making unions liable for 
the loss of profits resulting from a strike. 

_ The ANC's.Sheph.erd Mdladlana, recently 
appointed Labor Minister, refused calls to 
intervene in the strikes. He pointed out that 
workers' right to strike is written into the 
bill of rights. 

Puerto Rican 'independentista' wins 
transfer from maximum security prison 
BY VER6NICA POSES 

CHICAGO -The campaign to free Pu·­
erto Rican political prisoners scored a vic­
tory AQgust 6 when the Bureau of Prisons 
transferred Oscar L6pez Rivera from soli­
tary confinement in the federal prison in 
Marion, illinois, to the U.S. penitentiary in 

Terre Haute, Indiana. He is now in the gen­
eral prison population. 

L6pez is one of 15 Puerto Rican indepen­
dence fighters being held in U.S. jails. He is 
in the same prison with Ricardo Jimenez, 
another Puerto Rican political prisoner. 

The U.S. government claims L6pez is a 

central leader of the Armed Forces of Na­
tional Liberation (FALN) and he has been 
singled out for particularly heinous treat­
ment. 

Military rebellion threatens Congo gov't 

He was first jailed in 1981 and sentenced 
to 55 years in prison for "seditious con­
spiracy." Later in 1988 he was framed for 
"conspiracy to escape" and 15 more years 
were added to his sentence. 

The only evidence in the trial was testi­
mony from another prisoner. L6pez spent 
the last 12 years in solitary confinement. 
For nearly three of those years he was 
locked up in a Florence, Colorado, maxi­
mum security prison. 

BY T..J. FIGUEROA 
. CAPE TOWN, South Africa- Large­
scale military clashes have broken out in 
southern Africa. In early August, a military 
rebellion opened against the government of 
Laurent Kabila in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo (formerly Zaire), which directly 
affects neighboring Rwanda and Uganda. 
Imperialist governments, particularly Wash­
ington, Brussels, and Paris, are maneuver­
ing to stake out a position in the region. U.S. 
president William Clinton has ordered two 
warships with 1,200 Marines to head for the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. 

At the same time, the government of An­
gola is mobilizing troops in response to re­
newed assaults by the reactionary National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
(UNITA), led by Jonas Savimbi. Since 1994, 
the Angolan government and UNIT A have 
operated under the terms of a United Na­
tions "peace" accord. The U.S., Russian, and 
Portuguese governments are "monitoring" 
the accord. A U.S. official said the Angolan 
government has been warned not to do any­
thing "precipitous." 

The big-business press is once again pre­
senting the events in the region largely as a 
consequence of alleged ethnic hatreds be­
tween those of Hutu and Tutsi background. 

But while some forces are using appeals to 
reactionary nationalism along these lines, 
these are class, not "ethnic" conflicts. 

Kabila, a former businessman, stood at 
the head of an armed rebellion that ousted 
dictator Mobutu Sese Seko of Zaire in May 
1997. Kabila's march on Kinshasa report­
edly had strong military support from the 
governments of Rwanda and Uganda. The 
Rwandan government in particular, which 
opposed Mobutu, also wanted to put an end 
to aqned raids by militias in eastern Zaire 
that had participated in the massacres in 
Rwanda in 1994. As many as half a million 
Rwandans were butchered that year, espe­
cially those of Tutsi background. The 
slaughter had its origins in the social rela­
tions foisted upon the African toilers by 
colonial powers Germany and later Belgium. 

The forces fighting Kabila today comprise 
19 battalions consisting of about 15,000 
troops. The rebellion includes former offi­
cials of Kabila's regime, a cross-section of 
the military, people of Rwandan birth and 
Thtsi background living in eastern Demo­
cratic Republic of Congo, and - according 
to Kabila- Rwandan troops. Kabila says 
Rwanda has invaded and that his troops will 
take the war back into Kigali. The govern­
ment has locked up hundreds of"Rwandans" 
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in the capital, and some government-run 
radio stations are urging listeners to "take 
revenge on the Rwandan Thtsis." 

A spokesperson for rebel commander 
Jean-Pierre Ondekane claims their objective 
is to "end all forms of dictatorship" and ''pro­
mote peace and security in the Congo and 
the sub-region." They charge Kabila with 
corruption and nepotism. A factor in the 
apparent support of the governments of 
Rwanda and Uganda for the rebellion is that 
both are under pressure from the so-called 
Alliance of Democratic Forces, a loose guer­
rilla coalition including former supporters 
of Mobutu and loyalists of the previous 
Rwandan government. 

Press reports have indicated little if any 
popular support for either Kabila's govern­
ment or the rebels. As of A!Jgust 17, the re­
bellion was said to be encountering very 
little opposition and had already taken ma­
jor towns in the east and west of the coun­
try. Some news reports stated that the rebels 
might be within Kinshasa, the Congolese 
capital, within a week of that date. 

These events will also have consequences 
for neighboring Angola. As the Angolan 
people won their independence from Portu­
gal in 1975, UNIT A launched a civil war--

Continued on Page 11 

For most of this time, he was kept locked 
in a bathroom-sized cell in complete isola­
tion for 22 hours a day. He has been sub­
jected to sleep deprivation, intrusive body 
searches, and a nearly complete lack of out­
door recreation. 

He was not allowed direct contact visits 
and could only talk to his visitors through 
Plexiglass and a telephone. He could only 
leave his cell in handcuffs. 

Other fighters who have been jailed at . 
Marion include American Indian Movement 
leader Leonard Peltier and Puerto Rican Na­
tionalist Rafael Cancel Miranda. 

"This is a tremendous victory" said 
Marcos Vilar, coordinator of the National 
Committee to Free the Puerto Rican Politi­
cal Prisoners and Prisoners of War, one of 
the main organizations involved in the cam­
paign to free the 15 fighters for Puerto Rican 
independence. "We've been on a campaign 
for almost two years to get him out of 
Marion." 

Last year activists from Chicago and 
other cities picketed the facility. Thousands 
of people around the world have sent let­
ters demanding L6pez' s transfer. 
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