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Joblessness 
hits record 
high in 
Germany 
BY CARL-ERIK ISACSSON 

STOCKHOLM, Sweden- The number 
of jobless workers in Germany soared by 
more than 500,000 in January, to 4.66 mil­
lion. The big-business press around the 
world made the point that unemployment 
is now at its highest level since Adolf Hitler 
came to power in 1933. As a percentage, 
unemployment rose to 12.2 percent, up from 
10.8 percent in December 1996. In western 
Germany joblessness rose from 9.6 percent 
to 10.6 percent, while in eastern Germany 
thefigurejumpedfrom 15.9percentto 18.7 
percent. 

While German officials tried to blame the 
new unemployment figures on cold weather, 

Continued on Page 7 

'Militant' 
announces 
sales, fund 

• c.ampa1gns 
BY MAURICE WILLIAMS 
AND ARGIRIS MALAPANIS 

Socialist workers, members of the Young 
Socialists, and other readers of the Militant 
and Perspectiva Mundial have launched a 
three-week campaign to increase the long­
term readership of these periodicals. The sub 
renewal effort precedes a drive in March and 
April to win hundreds of new readers to the 
socialist publications and raise over 
$100,000 from workers, farmers, and young 
people who appreciate them and want to 
help sustain them financially. Reaching out 
this way to young rebels and working people 
interested in the Militant's factual presenta­
tion and scientific analysis of world politics 
will also help recruit new members to the 

Continued on Page 5 

Protests force ouster of 
~ 

president in Ecuador 
Nationwide strike by 2 million demands halt to austerity 
BY HILDA CUZCO 

Protests against sharp austerity measures 
exploded in Ecuador in early February, forc­
ing the ouster of President Abdala Bucaram. 
Two million people mobilized in a 48-hour 
nationwide strike called by the Frente 
Patri6tico (Patriotic Front), a coalition of 
labor unions, students, women's groups, 
community, and human rights organizations. 
Indigenous groups under the Confederation 
of Indigenous Nationalities of Ecuador 
(CON AlE) also joined the protest by block­
ing roads connecting major Andean prov­
inces. Commercial and industrial organiza­
tions, and the chambers of commerce par­
ticipated as well. 

In the wake of the two-day strike, 
Ecuador's Congress dismissed Bucaram 
February 6 by a vote 44 to 34, declaring him 
mentally incapable of governing. For a 
couple of days Vice President Rosalia 
Arteaga, initially backed by the military, and 
Fabian Alarcon, head of Congress, jockeyed 
for the post of president. Bucaram holed 
himself up in the presidential palace, declar­
ing the legislature's action illegal. Troops 
clashed with several thousand demonstra­
tors who tried to get near the palace Febru­
ary 7. One teenager was killed and others 
were injured. 

After some debate, the National Congress 
voted February 11 to appoint Alarcon as 
interim president until new elections in Au­
gust 1998, and Arteaga acceded. Mean­
while, unable to hold the support of the mili­
tary, the ousted president left for the coastal 

Massive rally in Quito (above) was part of nationwide mobilization February 5. Inset: 
Indigenous people demonstrate in Riobamba, capital of Chimborazo province. 

city of Guayaquil, where he was previously · 
mayor, and announced a tour through sev­
eral Latin American countries to denounce 
the new regime as "a civil dictatorship." 

Bucaram, founder of the Ecuadorian 
Roldosista Party (PRE), took office last 
August after a campaign in which he dema­
gogically pledged to fight "corruption" and 
the ruling "oligarchy." Calling himself El 

Loco, or the Crazy One, Bucaram cam­
paigned with public performances as a 
singer, dancer, and comedian. He promised 
to build 200,000 housing units with a 75 
percent subsidy during his administration. 
His rival, Jaime Nebot of the Social Chris­
tian Party, made a similar vow. 

The president, however, soon began 
Continued on Page 12 

Auto strike firm at Johnson Controls 
BYJOHNSARGE 

PLYMOUTH, Michigan -A strike by 
500 workers at two Johnson Controls Inc. 
(JCI) seat factories led Ford to close down 
all or part of three auto assembly plants on 
February 7, idling 6,800 members of the 
United Auto Workers (UAW). The struck 
plants supply seats for two popular Ford 
trucks built at the Michigan Truck Plant 
(MTP), and the Lorain and Avon Lake as-

sembly plants outside of Cleveland. 
The 300 striking workers here and 200 

in Oberlin, Ohio, are demanding an initial 
contract. The workers joined the UA W last 
summer during national contract negotia­
tions between the UAW and the Big Three 
(General Motors, Ford and Chrysler). 

When the workers set up picket lines 

January 28, Ford announced that they would 
not accept seats built by managers and scabs 
after the company moved to rapidly replace 
the striking workers. Hundreds of auto 
workers and other unionists had joined the 
picket lines at both plants the first morning 
of the strike. Ford moved to avoid conflicts 

Continued on Page 14 

Pilots may strike at American 
The Communist Leagues and Young Socialists 

in Canada and the United Kingdom invite you to 
BY JANET POST 

MIAMI -As we go· to press, pilots at 
American Airlines are less than two days 
away from a possible strike, at 12:01 a.m. 
February 15. The Allied Pilots Association 
[APA], representing the 9,300 pilots at 
American, has warned for the last several 
weeks that pilots would "leave their cock­
pits and strike" at the end of the 30-day 
"cooling-off period," if no agreement is 
reached. Federally mediated contract talks 
are expected to continue in Washington, 
D.C., until that time . 

said that in this period "labor unions have 
absolute power," and claimed the pilots' 
demands would make the company unprof­
itable. Sociali1t Educational Conf•rctncctl 
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london 
March 8-9 

Main presentations: 
• British imperialism's crisis, the 
Irish freedom struggle - Recruit­
ing workers and rebel youth to the 
communist movement 
• Communist League election rally 
• The working-class party and the 
trade unions 

On February 12 U.S. president William 
Clinton declared he. was following the de­
velopments at American "very closely," and 
ordered his administration to study the po­
tential economic disruptions of a strike. This 
is a potential prelude to acting under the 
Labor Railway Act to bar a work stoppage. 

American is the second largest airline in 
the United States, carrying more than 
200,000 passengers a day - 20 percent of 
domestic air travelers - and employing 
90,000 workers. 

The main issues for the APA members are 
job security and wages. One central issue is 
whether APA pilots will fly 67 new jets or­
dered for American Eagle, the commuter 
affiliate of American. The airline, like all 
the other major carriers, plans to fly hun­
dreds of these jets as commuter flights -
with lower pay and worse working condi­
tions- in the future. Jay Thomas, deputy 
coordinator for Miami strike operations, told 
the Militant, "If they outsource the pilots' 
jobs, then mechanics and flight attendants 
won't be needed either. It means less wages 
and benefits, and jobs will be lost." 

Rick Walker, a ramp worker at American 
and member of the Transport Workers Union 
in Miami, said, "Several of my co-workers 
support the efforts of the pilots and under­
stand why_ it is not in our interests to allow 
the company to divide us." 

Vancouver <604> 872-8343 Classes •!• Socials •!• Book sales On February 11, American Airlines chair­
man Ro!Je.rt Crandall referred to the possible 
strike as "the coming unpleasantness." He 

Janet Post is a member of the International 
Association of Machinists at Local 368 at 
United Airlines in Miami. 

What is the social wage and why is it under attack? - page 8 
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. Rebels take ground in Zaire 
Antigovernment rebels in eastern Zaire 

have taken substantial ground in recent 
weeks. According to government officials 
and relief workers, the forces fighting to 
overthrow the regime of Mobutu Sese Seko 
now have a strong foothold in four of the 
country's 11 provinces and are poised to at­
tack the major cities of Kisangani and 
Lubumbashi. The rebels are reportedly sup­
ported by the governments of Rwanda, 
Uganda, and Burundi, along Zaire's eastern 
border. 

News reports indicate the morale of gov­
ernment troops, who are paid as little as $1 
per month, is waning. Some 300 foreign 
mercenaries who recently arrived in 
Kisangani have not been faring too well ei­
ther. A New York Times report cited "one 
person close to the presidential entourage" 
stating, "The Belgian officers say that the 
Serbian soldiers just want to give up on this. 
Their men are getting sick in this climate, 
they don't speak the right language, and they 
have never been in a war like this." Several 
of the mercenaries have already been killed, 
and others hilVe complained of being paid 
with counterfeit currency. Mobutu, who has 
ruled Zaire with Paris's backing since 1965, 
returned from France February 7, where he 
was being treated for cancer. 

Plane crash raises debate over 
Israeli occupation of S. Lebanon 

The statement as­
serted, "The yen's 
continuing fall is 
translating into more 
sales for Japanese 
manufacturers at the 
expense of U.S. 
automakers and their 
American workers." 
The yen reached a 
four-year low against 
the dollar February 7. 
It has dropped 38 per­
cent since last May, 
making Japanese im­
ports cheaper in the 
United States. 

The Big Three 
U.S. automakers 
complain that their 
share of the U.S. mar­
ket fell 3.7 points in 
January, to 71.1 per­
cent, while the sales 
of Japanese car com­
panies rose a compa­
rable amount. U.S. 
trade representative 
Charlene Barshefsky 
declared that Tokyo 
wasn't living up to an 
agreement intended 
to boost U.S. auto 
parts sales in Japan. 

Two Israeli military helicopters collided 
en route to Lebanon February 4, killing all 
73 soldiers on board. The crash has stirred 
debate in Israel over Tel Aviv's continued 
military occupation in Southern Lebanon. 
Israeli officials claimed the soldiers were 
simply being rotated. But Hassan Nasrallah, 
secretary-general of Hezbollah, an organi­
zation fighting against the Israeli forces in 
Lebanon, said, "There is no doubt that the 
Israelis were planning an aggressive action 
against the resistance and Hezbollah." 

Palestinians demonstrate in Gaza demanding release of their 
sons held in Israeli jails. Tel Aviv announced it would free 25 
female prisoners. Some 5,000 Palestinians remain in prison. 

Corsicans fight 
Paris's rule 

free four women accused of killing Israelis. 
Other female prisoners had rejected release 
in solidarity with the four. About 25 of the 
5,000 Palestinians incarcerated in Israel are 
women. 

Washington, Tokyo debate trade 
Meanwhile, Israeli prime minister Ben­

jamin Netanyahu authorized the release of 
all female Palestinian prisoners held in Is­
raeli jails February 7. This was supposed to 
have happened in 1995 under accords be­
tween Tel Aviv and the Palestine Liberation 
Organization. But authorities had refused to 

Conflict between Washington and Tokyo 
over the auto trade is heating up again. Gen­
eral Motors, Ford, and Chrysler, together 
with officials of the United Auto Workers, 
issued a statement February 6 describing the 
depreciation of the Japanese currency in re­
lation to the dollar as "a serious problem." 
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The Corsican Na-
tional Liberation 

Front Historic Wing, which calls for sepa­
ration of Corsica from France, claimed re­
sponsibility for setting off 58 bombs Febru­
ary 2. Reuters said the group intended to 
"show that it has not been crushed in a crack­
down by the French police." The bombs 
damaged the post office, tax· offices, and 
other symbols of French rule. No one was 
injured by the blasts. Three leaders of the 
group had been detained by French authori­
ties in the weeks prior to the incident. 

Colombian gov't facing crisis 
Colombian coffee growers have threat­

ened to go on strike if they do not receive 
higher prices for the current harvest. The 
mere announcement of the possibility sent 
coffee prices to the highest point this year. 
Colombia is the world's second-largest cof­
fee producer after Brazil. The coffee indus­
try there suffered blows from the dock work­
ers already on strike. Meanwhile, guerrillas 
from the Revolutionary Armed Forces of 
Colombia overran the Las Delicias military 
base on the Ecuador border and took 70 sol­
diers captive, demanding a pullout of gov­
ernment troops from a southern outpost. 

The economic crisis in the South Ameri­
can country and the antidemocratic measures 
of the government have caused much criti­
cism for Colombian president Ernesto 
Samper. The Colombian Congress recently 
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granted broad powers to a regulatory com­
mission to take television news programs off 
the air on the basis of their content. Many 
journalists say the move is intended to shut 
off programs that have investigated sus­
pected ties between traffickers and promi­
nent politicians, including Samper. 

State workers strike in Honduras 
Tens of thousands of government work­

ers walked off the job February 7 demand­
ing higher wages. Strikers took over many 
government buildings, occupying some and 
putting padlocks on the doors at others. The 
National Association of Public Employees, 
with a membership of 100,000, is demand­
ing an average 50 percent wage increase; 
the government says it will only give 13 
percent. The average salary for government 
workers is currently $80 per month, and two­
thirds of the population of 6 million are of­
ficially living in poverty. 

The strike is a challenge to the austerity 
drive of President Carlos Reina. Since 1994 
his administration has eliminated many sub­
sidies for basic necessities, including food, 
electricity, water, and telephone service. 
Prices have shot up as much as 20-fold. 

Paltry safeguards for poultry 
The Clinton administration issued new 

food safety regulations that allow poultry 
producers to check just 10 birds for fecal 
materials twice per eight-hour shift. Agri­
culture Secretary Dan Glickman deemed the 
new rules a "strengthening" of his de­
partment's so-called zero-tolerance policy, 
which says that soiled birds are "not allowed 
to enter" chilling tanks as they could con­
taminate other birds with fecal bacteria. 
"We've got plants producing 67,000 birds 
per shift, and they are going to sample only 
20 birds per shift," national food inspection 
chairperson David Carney told the Wall 
Street Journal. "It sounds lo me like this 
zero-tolerance rule is a big smoke screen." 

Benefits for unwed partners stir 
debate in San Francisco 

The city of San Francisco has imple­
mented an ordinance that mandates all busi­
nesses that have contracts with the govern­
ment to provide health benefits for unmar­
ried partners. This ordinance has been the 
topic of much debate in that city. United 
Airlines threatened not to sign a 25-year 
contract with the city, if forced to comply 
with the measure. 

Mayor William Brown, portrayed as a 
hard-line supporter of the ordinance in the 
bourgeois press, initially even refused the 
Roman Catholic Church an exemption, re­
jecting grounds that personal religious be­
lief was reason enough to deny benefits. 
Over the first week of February, though, 
Brown retreated and now says that amend­
ing the ordinance to allow employers more 
flexibility is not "out of the realm" of possi­
bility. 

-BRIAN TAYLOR 
AND NAOMI CRAINE 
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Ottawa attacks the Cuban revolution, 
but complains about Helms-Burton law 
BY MICHEL PRAIRIE 

MONTREAL- On January .21-22, 
Canada's foreign affairs minister, Lloyd 
Ax worthy, made a highly publicized trip to 
Cuba. This was the highest ranking visit to 
Cuba by a representative of the Canadian 
government since the trip made in 1976 by 
then Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau. While 
in Cuba, Axworthy met twice with presi­
dent Fidel Castro and signed a joint state­
ment on "human-rights issues" with Foreign 
Affairs minister Roberto Robaina. 

Axworthy's trip was made in a context 
of sharpening tensions between Ottawa and 
Washington over the misnamed U.S. Cuban 
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity Act of 
1996, also known as the Helms-Burton law. 
At the same time, it signaled that despite its 
denunciations of aspects of Washington's 
legislation, Ottawa was bending to its pres­
sures- adding its voice to those of U.S. 
imperialism's rivals in Europe, who recently 
joined its so-called "human rights" slander~ 
against the Cuban revolution. 

The Helms-Burton law was adopted by 
the U.S. government in March 1996.1ttight­
ened Washington's decades-long embargo 
against the Cuban revolution. And it deep­
ened a trade drive by Washington against 
its imperialist allies - who are also its ri­
vals - in Europe and Canada. 

The legislation allows U.S. citizens, 
whose property was taken over by Cuban 
workers and farmers in years 1959-61 of 
the socialist revolution, to sue non-U.S. 
companies currently doing business in Cuba. 
It also allows Washington to bar officers and 
families of non-U.S. companies doing busi­
ness in Cuba from entering U.S. territory. 

Ottawa has sharply opposed these aspects 
of Helms-Burton as a violation of Canada's 
sovereignty and of its right to do business 
with whoever it wants. This includes the 
recent exclusion from the United States of 
top officials and their families at the Cana­
dian-owned Sheritt International, which 
operates a state-owned nickel mine jointly 
with Cuba. ·' · 

For the last few years, in the General As­
sembly of the United Nations, the Canadian 
government voted in favor of an annual 
resolution submitted by the Cuban govern­
ment, condemning the U.S. embargo against 
Cuba. But it repeatedly made clear that its 
opposition was limited to the "extraterrito­
rial" measures added to the embargo by the 
U.S. government in recent years. Ottawa 
never denounced the embargo.· 

Following the adoption of the Helms­
Burton Act, Ottawa adopted counter-legis­
lation that went into effect on January 1 of 
this year. This law rejects any rulings by 
U.S. courts made in the framework of 
Helms-Burton and allows Canadian citizens 
to initiate counter-suits in Canadian courts 

Militant/Monica Jones 
Picket line in Montreal protests U.S. embargo against Cuba last March. The Canadian 
government shares Washington's hatred for the Cuban revolution, but objects to ''ex­
traterritorial" aspects of Helms-Burton law. 

for monetary loss caused by the U.S. law. 
Ottawa also joined a challenge to Helms­
Burton by the European Union before the 
World Trade Organization and has threat­
ened to directly challenge the U.S. legisla­
tion under the North American Free Trade 
Agreement. 

Cuba has investments from 30-40 Cana­
dian companies and an annual trade volume 
between the two countries of about 
CAN$500 million (US$370 million). 

White House criticizes Axworthy 
Initially, the White !louse sharply criti­

cized Axworthy's trip to Cuba. "It doesn't 
make sense to reward a dictator in our hemi­
sphere who is completely behind the times. 
You reward him by sending your foreign 
minister down to visit, by having visits as 
usual, by trading. And we think that's 
wrong," said U.S. State Department spokes­
person Nicholas Bums on January 21. The 
Toronto Globe and Mail, one of Canada's 
main dailies, expressed a similar position 
in an editorial published January 23. 

To stress Ottawa's stance on Helms-Bur­
ton, Axworthy made a demonstrative visit 
to Sherin International mining operations 
in Moa Bay, in addition to meeting with 
Castro and Robaina. 

But his trip was used just as much as a 
political bludgeon against the Cuban gov­
ernment over the so-called human rights 
question. This in itself is not a new stance 
by Ottawa toward the Cuban revolutionary 
government. While Canada's rulers didn't 
join the U.S. embargo and maintained dip-

lomatic relationships with Havana after the 
revolution, they never hid their deep class 
hostility for the workers' and farmers' gov­
ernment, established by the Cuban toilers 

. and their effort to build a society based on 
human needs, not capitalist profits. But the 
added emphasis on the "human rights" ques­
tion during Axworthy's visit marked a shift 
in Ottawa's tactics for dealing with the Cu­
ban revolution. Most media report on the 
trip referred to Cuba as a dictatorship. 

This question was played up in reports 
on the final joint statement by Axworthy and 
Robaina. It contains agreements to hold 
seminars and reciprocal visits involving 
judges, legislators, academics, and other 
professionals and visits to exchange expe­
riences between both countries to 
"strengthen within [Cuba's] National As­
sembly of People's Power a citizens' com­
plaint commission." 

A Radio Havana broadcast reported, "The 
Cuban Foreign Ministry has said that to in­
terpret inclusion of the issue of human rights 
in a broad and diverse joint declaration with 
Canada as implying the existence of prob­
lems in this context on the island is a bla­
tant exaggeration." 

Ottawa also tried to use the trip to Cuba 
to score some points against the Quebecois 
independence fight by leaking aspects of the 
meetings between Castro and Axworthy. 
According to the Canadian press, Castro 
was reported as saying, "It is essential for 
Cuba and for all countries that Canada re­
mains strong and united because of the con­
structive role it plays in the world." 

Activists plan tours for Cuban diplomats 
BY ARGIRIS MALAPANIS 

HOUSTON, Texas -About 60 people 
attended the semiannual meeting of the 
National Network on Cuba here February 
1-2. The Network is a coalition of national 
and local groups organizing activities to 
oppose U.S. policy toward Cuba. 

The meeting was hosted by the Cuba 
Coalition of Houston. It was preceded by a 
two~day tour of the area by Felix Wilson 
and Johana Tablada, first and third secretar­
ies of the Cuban Interests Section in Wash­
ington, D.C. The Houston coalition hosted 
the tour. Wilson and Tablada addressed a 
number of public meetings, including one 
of200 students, most of them Black, at Jones 
High School. 

They also gave several interviews to the 
media, resulting in at least one article in the 
Houston Chronicle, the city's only daily 
paper. The Cuba Coalition had helped or­
ganize a tour of Texas for Dagoberto 
Rodriguez, also a first secretary at the Cu­
ban Interests Section, in November. 

Participants at the February 1-2 meeting 
decided to urge NNOC affiliates to help or­
ganize tours for representatives of the Cu­
ban Interests Section across the United 
States this year. 

"These tours can help counter the eco­
nomic war that the United States govern-

ment has intensified against Cuba," said 
Andres Gomez, one of the four national co­
chairs of the Network~ "They can also serve 
to initiate discussions among college stu­
dents, activists, workers, and the broader 
public about the annexationist Helms-Bur­
ton law and win more people to actively 
opposing it." Gomez was referring to the 
misnamed Cuban Liberty and Democratic 
Solidarity Act, which President William 
Clinton signed March 12, 1996. The aggres­
sive use of the legislation by Washington 
has exacerbated economic difficulties the 
Cuban people face. 

The Network meeting also discussed 
other projects NNOC affiliates are organiz­
ing. They include the next Friendshipment 
caravan of humanitarian aid to Cuba, spon­
sored by Pastors for Peace, scheduled for 
May 4-25. The group, which has organized 
six previous caravans, recently relocated its 
offices to Chicago from Minneapolis. 

A number of other groups are organizing 
contingents to Cuba this year that will co­
incide with the 14th World Festival of Youth 
and Students, scheduled for the Caribbean 
island July 28-August 5. The NNOC is a 
sponsor of the U.S. Organizing Committee 
for the World Youth Festival, which is co­
ordinating the U.S. delegation to the inter­
national youth conference. 

In addition, the Venceremos Brigade is 
organizing its next contingent to Cuba July 
20 - August 6. Participants on that trip will 
attend the festival during their second week 
on the island. The Detroit-based U.S.-Cuba 
Labor Exchange is planning a delegation for 
an international trade union conference, 
scheduled for Havana August 6-8. Partici­
pants on this trip can go earlier and attend 
the youth event as well. 

Participants at the Houston meeting 
elected new cochairs for the Network. Three 
of the four previous chairpeople were re­
elected -Andres Gomez of the Antonio 
Maceo Brigade, a Miami-based organiza­
tion of Cubans who support the Cuban revo­
lution; Ignacio Meneses of the U.S./Cuba 
Labor Exchange; and Marilyn McKenna, a 
leader of the Chicago Cuba Coalition. Bob 
Guild of the New Jersey Network on Cuba 
was elected the fourth cochair. 

Leslie Cagan, who had served as NNOC 
cochair for more than five years, left her re­
sponsibilities in the Network to concentrate 
on other activities. The Cuba Information 
Project, which Cagan headed, closed its of­
fices on January 31. She is now helping to 
coordinate the U.S. Organizing Committee 
for the World Youth Festival. 

The next meeting of the Network is 
scheduled for the fall of this year. 

Speaking from Paris, Canadian prime 
minister Jean Chretien reiterated Ottawa's 
long-held view that the U.S. embargo is in­
effective in bringing capitalism back to 
Cuba. "They're just making it possible for 
Castro to stay in power, because he has an 
excuse, he can blame the Americans," said 
Chretien. "Let them normalize the situation 
between Cuba and the United States and I 
don't think Mr. Castro will have it easier." 

Commenting on the final agreement 
signed in Cuba, he added the next day, "The 
accord we signed yesterday with Cuba 
means that there will be a mediator at the 
National Assembly and a dialogue on hu­
man rights between Canada and Cuba." 

A further point for Washington 
Canada's heightened focus on the so­

called human rights issue was not missed 
by the White House. "My reaction is I'm 
gratified that the Canadians, along with the 
Europeans, are now talking more to the 
Cubans about human rights and democratic 
reforms," declared U.S. president William 
Clinton. Bums had been even more direct, 
saying that Axworthy's trip was evidence 
that Canada was falling in line with the Eu­
ropean Union (EU) on Cuba. 

Both Clinton and Bums were referring 
to a December 2 resolution by the EU say­
ing that its members would not expand eco­
nomic aid to Cuba without "improvement" 
in human rights and political freedoms. 

The EU adopted its anti-Cuba statement 
after the White House had indicated that 
some action like this would be necessary 
for the U.S. president to renew a six-month 
~aiver suspending the section of Helms­
Burton allowing suits against foreign com­
panies doing business in Cuba. Clinton re­
newed the waiver on January 3. 

The same kind of pressures explains the 
shift around Axworthy's trip to Cuba, not 
some new concerns by Ottawa about "de­
mocracy" and "human rights." Two weeks 
before Ax worthy's visit to Cuba, a delega­
tion including Jean Chretien, a number of 
provincial prime ministers, and several hun­
dred business persons from Canada visited 
south Korea in the very middle of a strike 
by tens of thousands of workers against 
antilabor laws adopted secretly by the Seoul 
government. Chretien explained that he 
could understand the south Korean regime 
as "we too have trade unions in Canada." 

As a junior imperialist power, the Cana­
dian government has made crystal clear that 
it has the same objective as Washington in 
Cuba - to bring back capitalist rule. This 
is what they mean by "democracy" and a 
"market economy." But Canada's rulers 
have tactical differences with Washington 
about the embargo and, moreover, they had 
taken advantage of it to do some extra busi­
ness, free from U.S. competition. 

Faced with Washington's Helms-Burton 
law, however, the attraction of some mar­
ginal business with Cuba is sharply reduced 
for many Canadian bosses. According to the 
Globe and Mail, the annual trade exchange 
between Canada and Cuba is about half of 
the trading done in a single day between 
Canada and the United States. 
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SWP fights for 
campaign rights 
BY GREG McCARTAN 

NEW YORK - For the past 25 years 
the Socialist Workers Party has waged a 
fight to function in politics free from ha­
rassment by government and right-wing 
organizations and individuals. As part of 
this battle, the SWP has established its 
right to not disclose to the government the 
names of contributors to the party's elec­
tion campaign committees. 

A Federal Elections Commission ruling 
exempting the party from reporting the 
names of contributors, as well as recipi­
ents of payments, expired at the end of 
1996. Constitutional law attorney Michael 
Krinsky has filed a request to the FEC to 
extend the ruling for another eight years. 

Krinsky is a senior partner in the firm 
Rabinowitz, Boudin, Standard, Krinksy, 
and Lieberman. Attorney Michael Ludwig 
assisted in preparing the submission. 

The request contains extensive legal, 
constitutional, and factual evidence as to 
why contributors to SWP election cam­
paigns need to be protected against disclo­
sure of names to the government. 

The SWP has been running candidates 
for public office since 1938 and has fielded 
a candidate for U.S. president in every 
election since 1948. The party fields can­
didates in local, state, and federal elections 
across the country. In 1996 SWP candi­
dates were on the ballot in 11 states and 
ran as write-in candidates in 10 more. 

At the heart of the SWP's submission 
is documentation of 72 incidents since 
1990 of harassment and intimidation 
against party candidates, socialist cam-

. paign supporters, and offices of the party's 
election campaign. These include 17 inci­
dents of threats, arrests, and violence by 
the police; 3 interrogations or attempts to 
victimize party supporters by government 
agencies; 24 physical attacks and threats 
by right-wing individuals against cam­
paign supporters; 12 attacks on party of­
fices and campaign headquarters; and 10 
incidents of threats, denial of employment, 
or discrimination against socialists by 
company personnel. 

A request to extend the exemption was 
filed with the FEC at the end of October. 
A week later, lawyers for the commission 
asked for further documentation backing 
the party's claim that the exemption was 
still needed. Additional material was sub­
mitted in early January. This includes an­
other 49 incidents, plus extensive docu­
mentation on the threat to civil liberties 
posed in southern Florida by right-wing 
organizations to known defenders of the 
Cuban revolution. The FEC has until the 
end of February to respond to the SWP's 
filing. 

Documentation of the 72 incidents has 
been compiled by socialists and campaign 
supporters as they happened over the past 
six years. The material includes articles 
from local newspapers, declarations of in­
dividuals who witnessed the events, cop­
ies of police charges or arrest reports, in-
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surance claims, and copies of threatening 
letters, leaflets, or other material. 

Every incident reported was a result of 
the party and its supporters carrying out 
constitutionally protected activity among 
working people and youth, such as dist)ib­
uting theMilitantnewspaper, explaining the 
party's political perspectives to fellow 
unionists on the job, handing out campaign 
flyers on the street or at strikes and protests 
actions, collecting signatures to place can­
didates on the ballot, or operating public 
offices of the party and election campaigns. 
In a brief filed along with the documentary 
evidence, attorney Michael Krinsky argues 
that the "foregoing, under the Commission's' 
own prior rulings and binding Supreme 
Court precedent, is more than sufficient to 
compel the requested exemptions. 

"We also demonstrate through declara­
tions submitted herewith the continuing 
impact of the long history of federal animus 
to the SWP and its supporters" - a -refer­
ence to the more than four-decades of spy­
ing, harassment, and disruption campaign 
carried out by the federal government 
against the SWP and other opponents of 
government policy. 

Krinsky also points to rulings since 1990 
by the Iowa and Washington State election 
boards upholding privacy of names of con­
tributors. This is evidence, the submission 
to the FEC explains, that other government 
bodies in recent years have recognized the 
potential for disclosure to lead to violations 
of the right to privacy and freedom of asso­
ciation. 

Response to 1971 disclosure act 
The federal government adopted the Fed­

eral Election Campaign Act in 1971. It re­
quires candidates and campaign committees 
to file frequent and detailed reports identi­
fying contributors of more than $200, as well 
as and those who were paid for printing, rent, . 
and other services. Reports are required to 
list the name, address, and occupation of the 
contributor, as well as the amount contrib­
uted. These reports are open to the public, 
making them a convenient "enemies list" for 
right-wing groups, private spy agencies, 
employers, and local, state, and federal gov­
ernment agencies. 

From the outset, the SWP refused to tum 
over names on grounds that doing so would 
lead to the victimization of campaign sup­
porters by government and private sources. 
Such disclosure of names is a violation of 
the constitutionally protected right to free­
dom of association and privacy, the party 
explained. A suit filed on behalf of the So­
cialist Workers 1974 National Campaign 
Committee challenged the cons~itutionality 
of the act and cited surveillance and harass­
ment of those associated with the SWP by 
the FBI and other government agencies. 

In a 1976 ruling in Buckley v. Valeo, the 
Supreme Court recognized that the require­
ments of the Federal Election Campaign Act 
as applied to minor parties and independent 
candidates may be unconstitutional because 
of the danger of significant infringement on 
First Amendment rights. The court recog­
nized that for particular parties "the threat 
to the exercise of First Amendment rights is 
so serious and the state interest so insub­
stantial that the Act's requirements cannot 
be constitutionally applied." 

After a five-year public campaign, the 
SWP won a federal court ruling supporting 
this claim in 1979. The ruling stated that the 
socialists had demonstrated a "reasonable 
probability that the compelled disclosure of 
names of their members, contributors, and 
recipients of expenditures will subject them 
to threats, harassment, or reprisals from ei­
ther government officials or private parties." 

The FEC signed a consent decree that re­
quired the Socialist Workers campaign com­
mittees to keep records of contributors and 
file reports with the elections commission, 
but without identifying contributors. 

This decision paved the way for winning 
parallel exemptions from state disclosure 
laws and made it possible for other socialist 
and working-class parties to win similar 
exemptions. The U.S. Supreme Court ruled 
in 1982 that the Communist Party neither 
had to disclose names or keep lists of names 
of their contributors. 
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Young Socialists member Walter LOpez petitions to get an SWP candidate on the bal­
lot for mayor in LoS" Angeles in January. 

A 1982 ruling in Brown v. Socialist Work­
ers '74 Campaign Committee granted the 
SWP an exemption from state disclosure 
requirements in Ohio. The record of the 
government disruption operation against the 
party, it stated, indicates that "hostility to 
the SWP is ingrained and likely to continue." 
The court decided that the view that the ex­
emption pertained solely to the names of 
contributors was "unduly narrow" and ex­
tended the exemption . to the names of re- · 
cipients of payments from campaign com­
mittees as well. When the FEC reporting 
exemption was renewed in 1985 for a four­
year period, this aspect of the Brown ruling 
was extended to the national level. 

Victory against FBI disr.uption 
A year after the 1985 extension the SWP 

scored a historic victory against government 
spying. In 1986 Judge Thomas Griesa ruled 
in favor of the SWP in a lawsuit finding that 
the FBI had engaged in a decades-long pat­
tern of activity that violated the constitu­
tional rights of the SWP and Young Social­
ist Alliance, their members, and supporters. 

The victories of the battles for civil rights, 
against the U.S. war in Vietnam, and for 
wowen's rights in the 1950s, '60s, and early 
'70s made it possible for the socialists to 
wage a political battle and legal fight against 
the long-standing government Counterintel­
ligence program, known as Cointelpro. 

Throughout the course of the suit, gov­
ernment lawyers argued that FBI operations 
were legally justified because of the SWP's 
Marxist views and communist activities. 
This was rejected by the court. The deci­
sion states that without the right to conduct 
their affairs in private, the freedom of asso­
ciation of those whose views are opposed 
by the government is violated. 

Writing about the case, noted constitu­
tional lawyer Leonard Boudin, who repre­
sented theSWP and YSA, said that "for the 
first time, a court has thoroughly examined 
the FBI's intrusions into the political sys­
tem of our nation and, in unmistakable lan­
guage, has condemned the FBI activity as 
'patently unconstitutional' and without 
'statutory or regulatory authority.' The de­
cision," wrote Boudin, "stands as a vindi­
cation of the First and Fourth Amendment 
rights," not only of the SWP and the YSA, 
but of"all political organizations and activ­
ists in this country to be free of government 
spying and harassment." 

In 1990 the SWP filed a request with the 
Federal Elections- Commission for a ruling 
extending the 1985 court decision exempt­
ing it from reporting requirements. It placed 
the findings of the 1986 federal court deci­
sion at the center of the request and included 
numerous incidents of harassment and in­
timidation against the socialists since 1985. 

The FEC issued a favorable ruling that 
did not dispute any of the party's claims or 
reasons for not disclosing names. The FEC 
wrote that given the "recent events cited, 
along with the history of governmental ha­
rassment, indicate that there is reasonable 
probability that compelled disclosure .... 
will subject [the socialists] to threats, ha­
rassment, or reprisals from governmental or 
private sources." 

'Federal animus remains relevant' 
In the filing the request to renew the ex­

emption in October, Krinsky resubmitted to 
the FEC the court record of a decade-long 
political fight, writing that "the past history 
of the federal activities against the SWP re­
mains relevant. ... given its long duration, 
extraordinary intensity, and gross illegality." 

Documentation supporting this fact in­
cludes reports by campaign supporters of 
numerous cases where individuals declined 
to sign socialist election petitions, subscribe 
to the socialist newsweekly the Militant, or 
have their name on a mailing list because 
of fear of government reprisal. 

"It is hardly surprising," Krinsky writes, 
"that the history of FBI disruption, warrant­
less burglaries, warrantless wiretaps, infor­
mant penetration, and the like still intimi­
dates and still hampers the ability of the 
SWP to solicit contributions and to engage 
in educational and political activities." 

The harassment incidents cited in the sub­
mission gives a view of the extent of the 
work party members, candidates, and sup­
porters carry out across the country, from 
union strikes and picket lines, actions in 
defense of abortion rights, speaking out 
against the U.S.-led war against Iraq in 
1990-91, and distributing socialist literature 
as broadly as possible . 

Included are cases of police arresting or 
harassing candidates and campaign support­
ers who were distributing flyers or collect­
ing signatures to place candidates on the 
ballot in New York, New Jersey, Texas, Illi­
nois, and Florida. Charges in all these cases 
against the socialists were dropped after vig-­
orous protest campaigns defending demo­
cratic rights. 

Right-wing threats from the Ku Klux 
Klan were sent to party offices in North 
Carolina and Pennsylvania during this time, 
and the Birmingham office of. the socialist 
campaign was spray painted with a swas­
tika and the slogan "White Power." When 
socialists in Des Moines, Iowa, organized a 
public forum on abortion rights, a leader of 
Operation Rescue organized a picket line, 
took photographs of participants in the fo­
rum, and took down license plate numbers 
of cars parked around the bookstore. 

Socialists active in defense of the Cuban 
revolution have been targeted by rightists 
as well. An SWP campaign table in New 
Jersey was attacked by right-wing Cubans, 
and threats, attacks, and attempts to intimi­
date the socialists in Miami are documented 
in the submission. 

For one and a half years, Milton Chee, an 
aircraft sheet metal worker at Alameda Na­
val Air Station Depot and a candidate for 
public office endorsed by the SWP, was sub­
jected to a Hatch Act investigation for al­
legedly violating provisions concerning fed­
eral employees seeking elective office in a 
partisan election. Chee mounted a defense 
effort and the government eventually de­
cided not to seek disciplinary action. 

Another incident was that of Priscilla 
Schenk, a member of the United Auto Work­
ers union and a worker at Emco Industries 
in Des Moines. Schenk regularly sold the 
Militant and had distributed statements to 
her co-workers opposing the U.S. assault on 
Iraq. She was subsequently interrogated at 
work, as was another union member, by two. 
men, one an agent of the Iowa Bureau of 
Criminal Investigation and the other a Se­
cret Service agent. She was questioned about 
her political views and activities. 

The FEC is required to respond soon to 
the SWP's request. Messages encouraging 
the FEC to extend the exemption should be 
sent to the Federal Election Commission in 
Washington, D.C. Contributions earmarked 
for this fight can be sent to Socialist Work­
ers National Campaign Committee, P.O. 
Box 2652, New York, N.Y. 10009. 

Greg McCartan is the SWP National Cam­
paign Director. 



SELL THE BOOKS WORKERS OF THE WORLD NEED 

'Militant' launches renewal drive 
Continued from front page 
communist movement. 

The renewal campaign began February 8 
and will last through February 28. Its aim is 
to win at least 250 Militant readers to renew 
their subscriptions and 125 subscribers to 
Perspectiva Mundial- the Militant's sis­
ter publication in Spanish.;_ to sign up 
again. The Militant will publish a weekly 
chart to track the progress of this effort. 

During the month of February, distribu­
tors of the Militant and Perspectiva 
Mundial are also going the extra mile to in­
crease sales of single copies - at street 
comers, door-to-door in working-class com­
munities, on the job, at factory gates, on 
picket lines, and at a wide variety of political 
and social events. Consistent and higher 
sales of single copies now will pave the way 
for a sustained and successful subscription 
drive beginning next month. 

"Our distributors should rethink their 
weekly bundles now and consider increas­
ing them," saidMilitanteditor Naomi Craine 
in an interview. "Experience shows that 
among those who buy and read a few issues 
of the paper we are likely to find many new 
and long-term readers." Militant readers 
who are interested in ordering their own 
bundles can do so by contacting the paper's 
business office. 

A special target of the renewal and sub­
scription campaigns is rebel-minded youth 
who are open to socialist ideas. Six young 
fighters in Spokane, Washington, who now 
distribute the Militant every week, formed a 
chapter of the Young Socialists there during 
the last circulation drive. They and other YS 
members plan to use the subscription cam­
paign to reach dozens more youth and in­
vite them to attend the national convention 
of the Young Socialists, scheduled for March 
28-30 in Atlanta (see ad on page 6). 

The renewal campaign presents an op­
portunity to follow up on initial contacts with 
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subscribers, find out questions they may · 
have on political issues discussed in the 
Militant or elsewhere, and urge them to write 
letters for the Discussion With Our Readers 
column. Those who have been subscribing 
for a while, as well as readers who bought 
introductory subscriptions recently, are be­
ing asked to re-up. All renewals count to­
ward the goal. 

In the United States, quotas adopted by 
Socialist Workers Party and YS members 
who work in factories, mills, and mines and 
are members of eight industrial unions add 
up to nearly half the international goal for 
subscription renewals. "This is a very posi­
tive sign," Craine said, "indicating that more 
long-term readers of the communist press 
can be won among industrial workers." 

Those who renew their subscriptions or 
buy them for the first time may also be inter­
ested in purchasing Pathfinder books and 
pamphlets and joining the Pathfinder Read­
ers Club, which provides regular discounts 
to fans of Pathfinder books. Many of these 
workers will also be eager to contribute to 
the Militant Fund. Socialists who are mem­
bers of the United Food and Commercial 
Workers Union adopted a goal at their re­
cent national gathering in Des Moines, Iowa, 
to raise such contributions from fellow work­
ers in meat packing plants. 

The Militant Fund drive will run for nine 
weeks, from February 22 to Apri126. Its goal 
is to raise funds to sustain the publication 
of the Militant and Perspectiva Mundial. 
This fundraising campaign is a financial pil­
lar of a working-class paper, which gets no 
funding from advertising, foundations, or 
other bourgeois institutions. Its only income 
comes from sales of single copies and sub­
scriptions - not enough to cover ex-

penses - and contributions from 
workers. 

Militant supporters in several 
cities are getting ready to launch 
the fund with public meetings at 
the beginning of the drive. Twin 
Cities and Chicago have set the 
pace so far by planning fund­
raising events on February 21 and 
February 22, respectively. Craine 
will.speak in Chicago on "Defend 
Social Security!" YS leader Brock 
Satter will give a talk in St. Paul, 
Minnesota, on "Black Liberation 
and Socialism," and supporters 
in Auckland, New Zealand will 
also launch the drive the same 
weekend. 

"We urge all our readers to join 
us in these campaigns," Craine 
concluded. "We also ask that dis­
tributors send the Militant sales 
stories and pictures of sales ac­
tivities every week, as well as 
fund events. These reports are 
necessary to paint a real picture 
of the response we get from work­
ing people and will reinforce the 
campaigning spirit over the next 
three months." 

AUSTRALIA 

SWEDEN 

FRANCE 

CANADA 
Toronto 
Vancouver· 
Montreal 
CANADA Total 

NEW ZEALAND 
Christchurch 
Auckland 
NZTotal 

UNITED STATES 
San Francisco 
Peoria 
Detroit 
Miami 
Atlanta 
Birmingham 
Chicago 
Boston 

Philadelphia 

Washington, D.C. 
Seattle 

los Angeles 
Pittsburgh 
Cleveland 
Morgantown 
Newqrk 

Salt lake City 

New York 

Twin Cities 

Houston 

Des Moines 

Greensboro 

U.S. Total 

Goal/ 
Should be 

36 

55 

25 

80 
41 
80 

201 

28 
56 
84 

95 
27 
70 
41 
48 
50 
77 

65 
50 
64 
80 

120 
63 
50 
32 

171 

40 
245 
104 

65 
45 
77 

1679 

1800 

1 

140% 
68% 
97",A, 

100% 
104% 
105% 
116% 
126% 

87% 
100% 
106% 

32% 
35% 48% 
25% 76% 
82% 60% 

109% 138% 
0% 31% 

39% 26% 

90% 86% 

100% 100% 

Meeting protests attack 
on bookshop in London 
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BYJONATHANSllBERMAN 
LONDON- "It's important to defend a 

bookshop like this," said Pat Reynolds of 
the Irish in Britain Representation Group. 
"It provides an opening for working class 
people to get access to socialist and other 
political literature." 

Reynolds was addressing 35 people who 
had gathered to protest an attack on the 
London Pathfinder bookshop two weeks 
earlier. Three right-wing thugs had used an 
empty paint can to smash the shop's plate 
glass window, aiming at a display of the book 
Before the Dawn, the autobiography of Sinn 
Fein leader Gerry Adams. The attackers ran 
off before volunteers staffing the shop could 
apprehend them. . 

Earlier that day, 2,000 people had rallied 
in London to commemorate the 25th anni­
versary of Bloody Sunday in Ireland, when 
British troops gunned down unarmed civil­
ians peacefully demonstrating on the streets 
of Derry in Northern Ireland. The anniver­
sary has attracted wide media attention here. 

"Orders for the Bloody Sunday massacre 
came from Whitehall," Reynolds said. "Brit­
ish policy in Ireland has consistently com­
bined propaganda and censorship," he 
added. "They fight to stop the truth coming 
out, as they did in the Gulf War." As he 
chronicled numerous examples, Reynolds 
blasted the closure of the Green Ink, a 
bookshop in London that for I 0 years has 
specialized in promoting Irish political and 
cultural books. Green Ink has recently had 
its local authority funding withdrawn. 

Also on the platform of the protest meet­
ing was Carmel Bedford of the international 
anticensorship organization Article 19. That 
group has campaigned in defense of Salman 
Rushdie, an author whose book Satanic 
Verses remains the target of anti-free speech 
attacks. For eight years Rushdie has lived 
under a death threat by the Iranian authori­
ties. 

"Political leaders don't need ideas and 
have no ideas. Ideas come from the grass 
roots," Bedford said, emphasizing that it is 
ordinary people that need access to books. 

"They should be able to get them free from 
intimidation." 

Tony Hunt, speaking for the Communist 
League, recounted that working people in 
the vicinity of the shop had condemned the 
attack. "We went door-to-door in the local 
area, as part of the Communist League's elec­
tion campaign," he said. "Some people told 
us that they didn't agree with the books in 
the shop, but they strongly believed in the 
right to purchase books free from intimida­
tion. Others said they liked the books on 
sale and told of their visits to the shop. Im­
migrant workers from Africa spoke of their 
experiences- under the legacy of British 
colonial rule - of the attack on freedom of 
speech in their countries of origin. Only one 
person expressed any sympathy with the 
perpetrators of the attack." 

Local member of parliament Simon 
Hughes of the Liberal Democrats sent ames­
sage to the meeting, condemning the attack 
on the bookshop as "unacceptable." Other 
MPs to send messages to the meeting in­
cluded Labour's Kate Hoey, MP for the ad; 
joining constituency, Tony Benn and Jer­
emyCorbyn. 

The Amer Rafiq defense campaign in 
Manchester, which is defending an Asian 
youth who was the victim of police brutal­
ity, sent solidarity greetings, as did the 
Troops Out Movement, which campaigns 
for the withdrawal of British troops from Ire­
land. 

Two bookshops also sent messages of 
support: Index Bookcentre, in London, 
which has been the victim oflegal action for 
stocking a journal, Searchlight, that exposes 
the activities of fascist and other rightist or­
ganizations; and Mushroom Bookshop, in 
Nottingham, which itself was the target of a 
physical attack by fascists. "Like you, we 
reopened as quickly as possible, and con­
tinued to stock the same kinds of books as 
before," wrote the Mushroom staff. 

"No paint can, rock, or any other weapon 
will stop Pathfinder from publishing and sell­
ing the books working people and youth 
need," said Pathfinder business manager, 

1 IN THE UNIONS 

Unions 

AUSTRALIA 

AMWU 

CANADA 

lAM 

USWA 

CAW 

Total 

January 

Goal Sales 

4 

8 

12 

6 

2 

9 

3 

18 13 

UNITED STATES 

UAW 50 47 

UNITE 26 18 

UMWA 3 2 

lAM 59 23 

USWA 46 10 

UFCW 6 

OCAW 44 7 

UTU 94 14 

U.S. Total 328 122 

UNITED KINGDOM 

AEEU 10 

RMT 10 

TGWU* 7 

Total U.K. 27 

0 

5 

0 

5 

Goal 400 400 

• No new report 

Previous Months 

Dec. Nov. Oct. 

125 150 0% 

125 50% 0% 

163 100 75% 

17% 33% 67% 

79% 43% 0% 

38% 0% 23% 

42% 42% 35% 

0% 20% 80% 

32% 48% 87% 

26% 15% 30% 

33% SO% 83% 

25% 16% 17% 

12% 22% 23% 

26% 23% 29% 

40% 40% 0% 

0% 0%50% 

0% 29% 0% 

15% 22% 0% 

100 

lAM -International Association of Machinists; 
OCAW- Oil, Chemical and Atomic Workers; 
UAW -United Auto Workers; UFCW- United Food 
and Commercial Workers; UMWA- United Mine 
Workers of America; UNITE - Union of 
Needletrades, Industrial and Textile Employees; 
USWA- United Steelworkers of America; UTU­
United Transportation Union. 

Sara Lohman. "Our answer to the rightist 
thugs is that we're currently involved in one 
of the most ambitious publishing programs 
in Pathfinder's history." 
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YOUNG SOCIALISTS AROUND THE WORLD 

Join fights, sell 'Militant,' build YS convention 
This column is written and edited by 

the Young Socialists (YS), an interna­
tional organization of young workers, 
students, and other youth fighting for so­
cialism. For more information about the 
YS write to: Young Socialists, P.O. Box 
14392, St. Paul, MN 55114. Tel: (612) 644-
0051. Compuserve: 105162,605 

BY MEG NOVAK 
ST. PAUL, Minnesota- Members of 

the Young Socialists National Committee 
met here February 8-9 to discuss the tasks 
ahead of the revolutionary socialist youth 
organization and the organization and build­
ing of the upcoming YS convention. 

Young Socialists leader Jack Willey gave 
the main report at the meeting. He described 
the recent strike wave in south Korea, as 
well as the upsurge in protests by working 
people in the Balkan workers states against 
the devastating social conditions they face. 
The protests in Yugosl~yia, Albania, and 
Bulgaria make clear the problems imperi­
alism faces in its attempts to restore capi­
talism in that part of the world. These events 
provide openings for Young Socialists 
members to go o~t and talk politics with 
young fighters who are looking for revolu­
tionary answers. "The struggles we see hap­
pening around the world today are just a 
dress rehearsal for the much larger fights to 
come," he explained. 

Willey also pointed to the attacks on so­
cial entitlements that the ruling class in the 
United States is waging right now, and the 
attacks on democratic rights that come hand 
in hand with the inroads being made against 
the social wage. "This is the epoch in which 
we are building a revolutionary socialist 
youth organization," he stated. Recent de­
velopments in -the auto industry show the 
class tensions brewing, he noted. Just 
months after negotiating "landmark" con­
tracts with the United Auto Workers, the 

-big auto bosses find themselves facing out­
breaks of resistance, from the three-day 
walkout by General Mo~ors workers in 
Moraine, Ohio, last month to the-strike by 
parts workers at Johnson Controls that 
forced Ford to halt production at some as­
sembly plants. 

In this context National Committee mem­
bers mapped out a plan for the next six 
weeks leading up to the second national 
convention of the revolutionary socialist 
youth organization, to be held in Atlanta at 
the end of March. 

The 'Young Socialists Organizer' 
A draft of the "Young Socialists Orga­

nizer" was placed in front of the National 
Committee for discussion and ratification. 
This will be the central document used in 
pre-convention discussion in YS chapters 
leading up to convention. 

The document explains the organizational 
structures the Young Socialists are working 
to implement, including holding weekly 
chapter meetings and electing leadership 
bodies, called executive committees, or in 
smaller chapters, organizers, to lead the po­
litical work of the chapter. Several National 
Committee members spoke to the centrality 
of weekly chapter meetings to organize the 
Young Socialists' work. Brock Satter from 
Newark, New Jersey, put it simply: "Unless 
our chapter meets on a weekly basis, we 
don't have a chapter." 

The Young Socialists Organizer will be 
published and made available to all Young 
Socialists members on February 12, open­
ing the pre-convention discussion period. 
The YS National Executive Committee will 
produce a discussion bulletin, open for all 
YS members to submit written material to 
for about six weeks prior to the convention. 
All YSers will receive the discussion bulle­
tin. The chapter discussions on the YS Or­
ganizer and the written bulletin will be the 

- Yo-u.n..g Socia.l.is-ts 

Secon..d N a-tion..a.l. Con..~en..-tion.. 

March 28 - 30 •!• Atlanta, Georgia 

• Defend abortion rights 
• Defend the Cuban revolution 
• Stop police brutality 
• Fight for Black freedom 
• Equal rights for immigrants 
• Stop the attacks on affirmative action 
• Support striking workers - _ 
• Stop the assau Its on Social Security 

Clip and mail to the Young Socialists, P.O. Box 14392, 
St. Paul, MN, 55114 

Tel: (612) 644-0051 or E-mail at 105162,605@compuserve.com 

r-------------------------~ 
0 I am interested in attending the YS convention 

0 I am interested in joining the Young Socialists 

0 Enclosed is $1 O(U.S.) for a 12-week subscription to the Militant 

NAME 

ADDRESS CITY 

STATE/PROV. ZIP/POSTAL CODE TELEPHONE 

~-------------------------~ 
6 The Militant February 24, 1997 

Militant/Carole Lesnick 
Demonstration against the anti-affirmative action measure Prop. 209 near Los Ange­
les in November. The YS is reaching out to fighters involved in actions like these. 

basis for vote and election of delegates. 
The National Committee discussed the 

fact that the upcoming international cam-
. paign by supporters of the Militant news­
paper to go out to college campuses, work­
ing-class communities, and factory plant 
gates in an effort to win new readers, is a 
way of bringing young people to the con­
vention. Joining in the subscription drive 
will be a step toward implementing the de­
cision adopted at the last NC meeting to 
make propaganda -talking socialism -
the axis of the Young Socialists' political 
work. Chapters from around the country are 
discussing and taking on goals of how many 
new readers they can win through out the 
drive. 

In Athens, Georgia, YS members are dis­
cussing the best way to reach out to work­
ers at a poultry processing plant near the 
campus where the chapter is based. The YS 
chapter in Spokane, Washington, receives 
a weekly bundle of the Militant to sell at 
factory plant gates and political events in 
their area. These were pointed to as ex­
amples of what Young Socialists chapters 
can do to maximize participation in the sub­
scription drive. 

Diana Newberry related how four young 
people came into the Pathfinder bookstore 
in Morgantown, West Virginia, one night 
after a concert to see if they could get a con­
signment of books to sell in the area where 
they live. "They said, 'We think that people 
really need to read these kind of books, they 
need to know about these ideas,' " she re­
ported. 

Getting out into the streets and selling the 
socialist press is the most effective way to 
recruit to the Young Socialists and build the 
upcoming convention in Atlanta. Education 
within the chapters has to become a prior­
ity during these kind of campaigns, so the 
YS members will be best equipped to go 
out and discuss socialist ideas with young 
fighters they meet. 

YS speaking tours 
Giving the Young Socialists a -public face 

by speaking in the name of the organiza­
tion was also projected as one of the main 
ways the convention will be built. The NC 
adopted a plan for YS leaders to travel 
around the country, working with chapters 
to set up speaking engagements at different 
colleges and high schools. These tours will 
also have an international side. Joshua 
Carroll, a leader from the YS in Washing­
ton D.C., will be touring Sweden and Ice­
land February 11-25. 

Some chapters have already begun to or­
ganize for YS members to speak on cam­
puses in their local areas. Last week, a mem­
ber of the Twin Cities chapter spoke at 
Robbinsdale Armstrong High School. As a 
result of that speaking engagement and work 
of YS members who went, three students 
from Robbinsdale attended the Militant 
Labor Forum February 8, and are discuss­
ing organizing a group for students inter­
ested in socialism at their high school. 

The Twin Cities chapter will be a part of 
"The Battle of the Parties" at the University 
of Minnesota on February 18. Veronica 
Poses, a leader of the YS from the Twin 
Cities chapter, said, "Usually it's just the 
College Republicans and the Young Demo-

crats who do this, but this year we fought to 
be included in the debate. This shows the 
possibilities that exist today for us to give 
the Young Socialists a public face." Brock 
Satter was also invited by the Africana Stu­
dent Cultural Center at the University of 
Minnesota to speak at a February 25 forum 
entitled "Liberation in the 21st Century." 
The chapter here is also organizing to go to 
Ashland, Wisconsin, where the YS has been 
invited by a campus organization to speak 
about the Cuban revolution and the need for 
a revolutionary socialist youth organization 
today. 

Members of the National Executive Com­
mittee will be going to California and Texas 
in February, and will be working in con­
junction with the national leadership of the 
Young Socialists in Canada to do tours on 
the East Coast and Appalachian coal min­
ing region in March, in an effort to reach 
out as broadly as possible to young people 
interested in coming to the convention, 

As well as tours that are organized na­
tionally, local chapters will be working up 
until the convention - and afterward- to 
go on regional teams in thejr areas to col­
lege campuses ·and high schools to speak 
on political issues, build the convention, and 
participate in the Militant subscription drive. 
Chapters will be using the Young Socialist 
column to report on these trips. 

YS members are involved in a range of 
other political activities over the next couple 
months. Young Socialists will be attending 
a conference in Washington, D.C., Febru­
ary 15 organized by the National Coalition 
of Afrikan Tri-State Students (CATS), a 
group of young people that have started an 
organization to fight against police brutal­
ity. Also in February, YS members will be 
going to the regional educational confer­
ences in Vancouver and Montreal to work 
with the YS chapters there on bringing 
people to the convention in Atlanta. 

In April, YS members will be among the 
youth participating in a Young Feminist 
Summit sponsored by the National Organi­
zation for Women this April in Washing­
ton, D.C. The meeting here discussed the 
opportunities to work in local NOW chap­
ters and with college-based organizations to 
go to this event. 

All of these activities will be part of build­
ing toward the convention of the Socialist 
Workers Party this June in Oberlin, Ohio. 

NC members discussed the Young So­
cialists' work in defense of the Cuban revo­
lution, and participation in the 14th annual 
World Festival of Youth and Students in 
Havana this July as a part of that. Willey 
explained, "The center of our work in de­
fense of the Cuban revolution is propaganda 
and recruitment." Participants at the meet­
ing spoke about opportunities in their areas 
to speak in defense of the Cuban revolu­
tion, such as the speaking engagement in 
Ashland, and the opportunities to build the 
festival by working with people in local 
Cuba coalitions. 

The National Committee also began an 
initial discussion on a Young Socialist fund 
drive that will be launched at the conven­
tion, as well as the best way to raise money 
to make sure that every YS member and 
contact can participate in the March con­
vention. 



Washington, Seoul 
wield food weapon 
against north Korea 
BY BRIAN TAYLOR 

On February 3, the Korean Central News 
Agency announced that repeated flood dam­
age in north Korea has brought grain sup­
plies in that nation two thirds below the level 
necessary for food, seed, and animal fod­
der. As a result, Pyongyang has made an 
appeal for international aid through the 
United Nations World Food Program. 

Washington and Seoul have so far ob­
structed such aid, arguing that they would 
consider some assistance if Pyongyang 

·joined "peace talks" that would include rep­
resentatives from north and south Korea, the 
United States, and China. The U.S. govern­
ment maintains 37,000 troops and heavy 
weaponry in south Korea along the "demili­
tarized" zone that has divided the Korean 
peninsula since the 1950-53 Korean War. 

The February 3 statement by the Spokes­
man for the Flood Damage Measure Com­
mittee of the Democratic People's Republic 
of Korea (DPRK) said, "The DPRK has in 
recent years been repeatedly hit by unprec­
edented natural disasters, which greatly 
damaged agriculture and other sectors of the 
national economy and caused temporary 
food problem. 

"The nation's annual demand for grain is 
about 7.84 million tons, of which 4.82 mil­
lion tons is needed as food. Last year's flood 
damage made the grain output drop to 2.502 
million tons in unhulled state, the amount 
being far less than expected." 

The crisis is affecting most of the nation's 
24 million people, as the government was 
forced a few months ago to cut food rations 
to one fourth of what they were earlier, ac­
cording to a report in the February 4 Wash­
ington Post. 

Douglas Cootts, director of the North 
American office of the UN's World Food 
Program, said the UN agency will respond 
to the DPRK request by issuing a formal 

appeal for only 100,000 metric tons of food 
aid, a small fraction of the 2.3 million tons 
the north Korean government says is needed. 

"Experts say the small size of the appeal 
relative to the need reflected the difficulty 
of persuading key donors like the United 
States and South Korea to give anything at 
all," stated a recent report by Reuter news 
agency. 

U.S. State Department spokesman Nicho­
las Bums declared this tiny amount of aid is 
intended to meet "the immediate needs of 
targeted groups and they have targeted 
young children." He also asserted north 
Korea would have to buy grains on the com­
mercial market to make up for the remain­
ing shortfall. 

An article in the February 6 Washington 
Post quoted an unnamed diplomat in Seoul 
saying, "The consensus of South Korean 
officials is that the United States is too soft 
on North Korea .... North Korea has not 
changed at all, and if the United States gives 
food aid ... it may not be helpful in improv­
ing inter-Korean relations." 

The use of food as a weapon has become 
a normal feature of the policy of Washing­
ton toward the DPRK and of the U.S-backed 

· regime in south· Korea. In December of 
1995, following the first set of floods in 
north Korea, Seoul discontinued sending 
rice until Pyongyang changes its "attitude" 
toward Seoul. The Wall Street Journal com­
mented at the time that "rice must be tied to 
demands for policy changes inN. Korea." 

The February 3 D~RK statement said, 
"The south Korean authorities have inten­
tionally obstructed international assistance 
to the DPRK from the beginning. South 
Korea's 'national unification board' recently 
spread groundless rumors that the DPRK 
produced 3.69 million tons of grain last year, 
or 6.9 percent higher that the previous year." 
South Korean authorities also point to the 

U.S. and s. Korean troops stage mock invasion of north Korea in Seoul last October 

500,000 tons of annual food aid that north 
Korea receives from China until the year 
2000, the DPRK said, in order to give the 
impression that food shortages are "likely 
to be eased to some extent. In this way, the 
south Korean authorities intend to spoil the 
atmosphere of international food supply." 

Last spring, Washington and Tokyo an­
nounced they would provide no food aid to 
north Korea until the government in 
Pyongyang joined talks that would include 
Seoul. Even those among U.S. ruling circles 
today who are calling for more aid for north 
Korea have joined the imperialist chorus for 
bringing the DPRK government to its knees 
and overthrowing the workers state in the 
north of the Korean peninsula. "The down­
fall of the N. Korean regime is fervently to 
be wished for," said an editorial in the Feb­
ruary 9 Washington Post, "but using famine 
to bring that about is more than risky." 

Washington, though, seems bent to push 
precisely along this line. It has recently made 
it clear that earlier private assurances to 
DPRK officials concerning a barter agree­
ment with the Minneapolis-based Cargill 
that would result in immediate food ship­
ments is off and north Korea will now have 

to pay up front before any grains are shipped. 
The February 6 Washington Postreported 

U.S. diplomats have been unable to persuade 
north Korean representatives to attend a joint 
U.S.-south Korean briefmg on Washington's 
blueprint for a future "peace treaty" to end 
the formal state of war that still exists on 
the Korean peninsula. 

DPRK ambassador to the United Nations 
Kim Hyong U told CNN February 5 that a 
U.S. decision to provide food aid must oc­
cur simultaneously with the briefing, not 
afterward. He also stated Washington had 
previously promised the two actions would 
be simultaneous, and then reneged. 

"The United States never promised a spe­
cific amount of food aid to the North Kore­
ans as an inducement to come to the table 
and have a briefing," responded Bums. 

In January, the Clinton administration is­
sued a license to Cargill, Inc., to do busi­
ness in north Korea. The license allows 
Cargill to send large shipments of grain in 
return for some bartered payment. DPRK 
officials say in recent talks U.S. diplomats 
gave the impression grain shipments could 
be sent up front. · 

Unemployment grows in Germany 
The February 4 Washington Post quoted 

an unnamed U.S. official saying, "We are 
perplexed by this; we were clear about the 
Cargill deal .... They want free grain. Cargill 
is in business; they don't work that way." 

Continued from front page 
Labor Department chief Bernhard Jagoda 
acknowledged this was only a partial explac 
nation in an interview with the German daily 
Die Welt. Roughly half the rise in jobless­
ness is in construction, where one-third of 
the workforce is currently unemployed. 
Jagoda estimated that unemployment would 
average 4.2 million for 1997. 

An article in the February 7 New York 
Times stated that the jobless figures are "also 
a symptom of the steps German companies 
are taking to slim down in hope of regain­
ing competitiveness. Industrial giants like 
Daimler-Benz and Hoechst have aggres­
sively cut costs." 

A week before the January unemploy­
ment figures were published, German fi­
nance minister Theodore Waigel revised his 
prognosis for the budget deficit as a percent­
age of the gross domestic product from 2.5 
percent in 1997 to 2.9 percent, setting it 
fairly close to the 3 percent limit allowed 
for Bonn to qualify for the European Mon­
etary Union (EMU). Waigel assured that 
Germany will meet the criteria, which Bonn 
has been demanding other European gov­
ernments fulfill in order to be voted into the 
EMU next year. The common currency is 
supposed to be implemented in 1999. 

Jorg Kramer, at Merrill Lynch in Frank­
furt, commented that with the new unem­
ployment figures, "The risk that Germany 
will not meet the 3 percent criteria has re­
markably increased." Bonn's budget will 
increase by an estimated 4-5 billion marks 
for every one point rise in the unemploy­
ment rate. 

German Chancellor Helmut Kohl met 
with Romano Prodi, the Italian prime min­
ister, on February 7, the day after the unem­
ployment figures were published. After that 
meeting Kohl admitted Germany might fail 
to meet t_he criteria in the Maastricht treaty 
for the EMU if measures to tackle its high 
unemployment are unsuccessful. Kohl said 
he was hopeful that a number of measures 
his government is taking, such as the aboli­
tion of the wealth tax and plans for further 

tax imd pension "reforms," would have an 
"enormous" impact on the investment cli­
mate. Kohl also reiterated Bonn's stated goal 
of halving unemployment by the year 2000. 
The meeting with Prodi, and Kohl's state­
ments afterward, highlight Germany's eco­
nomic difficulties. Bonn earlier treated 
Rome as a pariah to be kept at arm's length 
from the EMU. 

One column in the February 8 Financial 
Times of London estimated that with soar­
ing unemployment, this year's budget defi­
cit in Germany will be 3.3 percent. "To be 
confident of hitting the Maastricht treaty's 
3 per cent target," the Financial Times ar­
gues, "a half percentage point tightening of 
fiscal policy might be needed. But that could 
increase the jobless total. Alternatively Ger­
many could resort to the accounting fiddles 
other European countries have employed to 

massage down their reported deficit. But by 
abandoning the high ground Germany 
would lose its ability to insist on other coun­
tries playing it by the book." 

Instead, Kohl should persuade the other 
European governments to "postpone the 
project for more than a token period," the 
British paper said, in order to "give more 
time to free up Europe's sclerotic labour 
markets." 

In an interview published in the Interna­
tional Herald Tribune January 20, German 
Bundesbank chief Hans Tietmeyer blamed 
political leaders in Germany and Europe for 
having "linked urgently needed but painful 
public-spending cuts, labor-market de­
regulation and welfare state reforms with 
the Maastricht treaty on economic and 
monetary union." He said "politicians 

Continued on Page 14 

The history of the Korean peninsula in 
the second half of this century has been 
shaped by the U.S.-led military war carried 
out against the Korean people from 1950-
53. U.S. forces leveled much of the country 
through massive bombing, especially in the 
north. They destroyed whole neighborhoods 
deemed "enemy" outposts, obliterated most 
of Korea's industrial infrastructure, and sys­
tematically bombed dikes to destroy crops 
and cause flooding. At the same time, they 
suppressed popular uprisings in the south­
em region that took the shape of general 
strikes and mass demonstrations. Nearly 
four years of slaughter left 2 million Kore­
ans dead and 3 million wounded. Ever since 
the armistice agreements signed in 1953, 
Washington has maintained thousands of 
troops and heavy weaponry in the south. The 
food weapon is among the latest used to put 

Continued on Page 14 

Belgrade formally concedes elections 
BY ARGIRIS MALAPANIS 

After three months of non-stop marches 
and rallies, the parliament of Serbia acted 
on President Slobodan Milosevic 's instruc­
tions and passed a law February 11 conced­
ing victory to the opposition coalition 
Zajedno in municipal elections in 14 of the 
republic's 19 largest cities, including the 
capital Belgrade. The vote was 128-0 with 
two abstentions in favor of reversing the 
regime's annulment of the November 17 mu­
nicipal election results. 

Buoyed by the victory, students, striking 
teachers, and others continued their daily 
protests to press other demands. On the af­
ternoon of February 12, tens of thousands 
of teachers, who have walked out of 1,800 
schools across Serbia, surrounded the 
Serbian parliament to demand back wages 
and salary increases. At about the same time, 
20,000 university students marched in 
Belgrade on their 82nd daily protest to de­
mand the ouster of the college's pro-

Milosevic rector. 
On February 11, U.S. Assistant Secretary 

of State John Shattuck announced he will 
go on an official visit to Belgrade soon. This 
registered a policy shift for the Clinton ad­
ministration, which a month earlier had pub­
licly ruled out high-level contacts with gov­
ernment officials in Serbia. 

Next day, NATO troops in Bosnia, now 
numbering 35,400, stepped up patrols in the 
city of Mostar, seizing some weapons from 
residents. The move came after Croatian 
government forces, which control half of 
this city, expelled about 200 Muslims from 
their homes and then fired on them, killing 
one man and wounding 20 others. 

Albania anti-government revolt spreads 
Meanwhile, the rebellion against the pro­

capitalist regime of Democratic Party chief 
Sali Berisha has continued to spread in Al­
bania. On February 11, about 40,000 angry 
demonstrators filled the streets of the south-

em port city ofVlora to mourn the first vic­
tims of government repression and press 
other demands. Many chanted, "We will take 
revenge!", "Berisha killed him," and "Down 
with dictatorship." 

Two people were killed and 81 wounded 
a day earlier, when the police attacked thou­
sands who took to the streets to protest an­
other bankruptcy of a "pyramid scheme" 
based in the town and demand the govern­
ment cover their losses. Over 500,000 Al­
banians were lured by exorbitant interest 
rates to deposit their savings in these fraudu­
lent investment funds, promoted by state 
television, in search of income higher than 
average wages of $75 per month. 

On February 12, government forces 
blocked the streets of Tirana and penned 
opposition leaders in their offices, to pre­
vent protests from spreading in the country's 
capital. Fearing the increasingly militant re­
volt, however, authorities dropped plans to 
declare a state of emergency in Vlora. 
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What is a social wage, why is it attacked? 
(Second in a series) 

BY MEGAN ARNEY 
What is exactly included in Social Secu­

rity and the other entitlements that Presi­
dent William Clinton and the U.S. Congress 
are so determined to cut? Why does the 
Militant keep describing these programs as 
a social wage? What is an entitlement, and 
what does "means testing" refer to? Those 
are some of the questions this article will 
address. 

The first article in this series described 
how the 1935 Social Security Act was won 
as a product of big class battles -strikes, 
unemployed marches, and other actions -
as 'working people in their millions de­
manded some measure of social relief from 
the devastation of the world economic de­
pression. Between the late 19th century and 
the period following World War II, workers 
in other advanced capitalist countries around 
the world won similar kinds of programs -
always through struggle - that protected 
working people to some degree from the 
ravages of the capitalist system. 

The Social Security Act of 1935 provided 
minimal pensions for most retired wage and 
salaried workers in the private sector over 
the age of 65. At the same time the law es­
tablished a joint federal-state system of un­
employment insurance. It was passed un­
der the administration of Franklin Roosevelt 
as a small concession in hopes of stemming 
a rising working-class movement. It's worth 
noting that at the time the average life e·x­
pectancy was lower than the retirement age; 
most workers were never supposed to actu­
ally collect. 

The 1935 law provided retirement ben­
efits only to retired workers themselves. In 
1939, before any benefits had actually been 
paid out, the first of many extensions of the 
initial measure was won by providing ben­
efits to workers' survivors and dependents. 
Later extensions in the 1950s included ben­
efits to state and local government employ­
ees, members of the armed forces, some 
farmworkers, domestic workers, and the 
self-employed. 

Today Social Security covers about 95 
percent of workers in the United States­
some 141 million - and pays benefits to 
about 45 million people. This program is 
supposedly funded by deductions from 
workers' paychecks and payments from em­
ployers to what is now the Social Security 
Administration and the Health Care Financ­
ing Administration. For most workers re­
tirement benefits are based on average in­
dexed earnings over a maximum of 35 years. 
Partial benefits can be claimed for women 
at age 62, and both men and women can col­
lect full benefits at the age of 65. 

Unemployment and workers' comp 
Unemployment insurance was also part 

of the Social Security Act. This was one of 
the main demands by many of the 18 mil­
lion jobless in the 1930s. Unemployment 
insurance is cash relief against loss of pay 
when a worker loses his or her job. The pro­
gram covers more than 85 percent of the 
entire work force. Payments, based on 
wages earned, differ from state to state, but 
in general they amount to only about half 
the worker's previous salary. 

Unlike Social Security, unemployment 
benefits may be denied, if a worker "quits a 
job without _good cause or is fired because 
of misconduct." A worker can be denied 
unemployment if they are involved in a la­
bor dispute that has brought about a work 
stoppage or if he or she refuses a "suitable" 
job without "good cause." 

One example of this is the current strike 
of 4,500 steelworkers in Ohio, West Vir­
ginia, and Pennsylvania against Wheeling~ 
Pittsburgh Corp. The company campaigned 
against the strikers' claim to unemployment 
benefits, and the courts sided with the boss 
in all three states. 

Work-injury or workers' compensation is 
the oldest type of social security measure. 
It provides workers or their dependents 
compensation for injury, disease, or death 
occurring in the course of employment. This 
includes hospital and other medical pay­
ments, and compensation for loss of income. 
It is an important victory for the working 
class. During the 19th century U.S. employ­
ers - based on .traditional English law -
claimed that the hazards of a particular job 
were a risk that the worker assumed when 

he or she went to work. The "fellow ser­
vant" rule, which held that an employee 
could not sue an employer for negligence if 
the injury was caused by a co-worker, sup­
ported this. This law was smashed in 1908 
after a series of major strikes, when Wash-' 
ington was forced to pass a National Em­
ployers' Liability Act for railroad workers. 
The first workers' compensation law in the 
United States was approved in 1911. Today, 
all 50 states have workers' compensation 
statutes. 

Cash assistance programs 
Aid to Families with Dependent Children 

(AFDC), Emergency Assistance (EA), Gen­
eral Assistance (GA), and Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI), are the major cash 
assistance programs. AFDC, EA, and GA 
are what the term "welfare" usually refers 
to. AFDC, the largest of these programs, 
provided payments for poor families with 
children. 

AFDC was ended as a federal entitlement 
in the Welfare Reform Act signed by Clinton 
last August. Aid to Dependent Children 
(ADC), the forerunner to AFDC, was in­
cluded in the Social Security Act of 1935. 
The president recently bragged about the 15 
percent drop in the welfare rolls since his 
election in 1992. Some 2.25 million people 
have stopped receiving welfare payments 
over the last four years. 

Today, a large proportion of those living 
below the official poverty line are women 
and children. In 1991, the poverty rate for 
the entire U.S. population was 14.2 percent, 
but one in five children under 18 years of 
age lived in poverty. Six million of these 
children are considered "extremely poor," 
meaning they live on less than half the pov­
erty level. During one recent recession the 
AFDC rolls expanded by 24 percent. In 
1992, more than 4.6 million families re­
ceived AFDC assistance. Monthly payments 
averaged $390, or $4,680 per year- well 
below the government standard poverty line 
of $11,280 for a family of three. 

GA is provided by 32 states by state and 
local governments. As an entitlement from 
the federal government, the local govern­
ments receive "block grants" to distribute 
in a means-tested way. Payments are low 
and last for short periods. The form of pay­
ment ranges from cash to groceries and shel­
ter. During 1990, an average 1.2 million 
people per month received GA benefits. · 

In addition to the aforementioned pro­
grams, the public assistance system includes 
public and subsidized housing; Medicaid; 
food stamps; school lunches; an earned-in­
come tax credit for low-income workers 
with a child; the Supplemental Food Pro­
grams for Women, Infants, and Children 
(WI C); the Low-Income Energy Assistance 
program, 'and other social services. 

What about means testing? 
Means testing has been widely used in 

the existing welfare programs as part of hu­
miliating and demoralizing low-paid work­
ers who depend on relief. It is enforced by 
bureaucrats and snoops staffing these pro­
grams who pry into every aspect of a 
person's life, including through home vis­
its. They arrogantly inquire how you spend 
your money, who you live with, and whether 
you decide or not to have a child. 

Social Security is an entitlement that is 
not means-tested. Anyone over the age of 
65 is eligible. This is an important conquest 
because it means it is a social right for all 
human beings. The most class-conscious 
workers have historically opposed means 
testing. In the 1930s for example, demands 
against the abusive and degrading means 
testing for relief were part of the fight by 
the unemployed. 

Means testing - when one part of the 
population is subjected to proving their 
"need"- weakens working-class solidar­
ity. It undermines the idea of social rights 
and reinforces competition between work-

. ers for jobs. Furthermore, once means test­
ing is established it is easier for the ruling 
class to expand it, making it harder to qualify 
for social benefits. 

Welfare and SSI are means-tested pro­
grams. They are entitlements in the sense 
that anyone below a certain income level is 
eligible. They are among the first social 
gains to come under attack by the rulers, as 
an attempt to lay the groundwork to go af-
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Extensions of the social wage were won in the midst of the civil rights movement. 
Above, a meeting demanding an end the Jim Crow segregated housing. 

ter the larger portion of the social wage codi­
fied in Social Security. 

Struggles win extension of benefits 
In his book, Labor's Giant Step: The first 

twenty years of the C/0: 1936-55, Art Preis 
explained that "Strikes, next to social revo­
lutions, are the most overt expression of the 
class struggle. From 1936 through 1955, 
during the 20 years of the CIO's indepen­
dent existence, there was a staggering total 
of 78,798 strikes in the United States, in­
volving 42,366,000 strikers." 

A huge 116-day national steel strike took 
place in 1959. These hard-fought working­
class battles forced the bosses and Wash­
ington to concede extending the initial gains 
registered in the Social Security Act. 

In 1957, a national Disability Insurance 
program was established providing cash 
payments to workers over 50 years of age 
who had been totally and permanently dis­
abled. The age limit was lifted in 1960. 
More than 4 million disabled workers un­
der 65 and 1.6 million dependents - in­
cluding more than a million children - re­
ceive Social Security Disability Insurance. 
The average monthly payment runs between 
$660 for one person and $1, 100 for four. 

Today, the principle programs are Old­
Age, Survivors, and Disability Insurance 
(OASDI) and Medicare, which includes 
Supplemental Medical Insurance. 

Introduced in 1965 in the midst of the 
struggles of the civil rights movement, 
Medicare provides medical benefits for 
those over 65. Medicaid was established the 
same year, providing means-tested medical 
benefits for those with extremely low in­
comes, including children, their caretakers, 
the elderly, and the disabled. 

In 1974, the Social Security Administra­
tion was forced to establish the federal 
Supplemental Security Income (SSI) pro­
gram, a means-tested cash program for those 
who have a disability. It was one of the two 
major cash assistance programs, along with 
AFDC. In 1992, there were 6.5 million re­
cipients of SSI, with a monthly federal pay­
ment of $422 for one person and $633 for 
two. 

Today, while SSI has not been dismantled, 
the ruling class - with Clinton as their 
pointman - is trying to slash it. On Febru­
ary 6, the Clinton administrationissued rules 
that it said would end disability payments 
for 135,000 children- 14 percent of all 
children who now receive them under this 
program. Additionally, $51 billion was cut 
from SSI under the Welfare Reform law, 
mostly affecting documented immigrants. 

In 1972, U.S. Congress passed a law that 
pegged Social Security and other benefits 
to a cost of living index, automatically in­
creasing payments under these programs to 
make up for general cost of living rises. 

The Consumer Price Index (CPI) is the 
basis for annual increases in Social Secu­
rity payments, as well as adjustments in ali­
mony and child support payments, federal 
pensions, food stamps, the poverty line, and 
the pay raises in many union contracts. 

The recent plans floated by capitalist poli­
ticians to lower the CPI would have a direct 
affect on the working class. For example, 
Social Security and Social Security disabil­
ity payments increased in January based on 

a 2.9 percent increase in the CPI from last 
year. The average monthly payment went 
up $21, to $745. If the CPI were lowered 
one point, as some in the ruling class now 
push for, these payments would decrease to 
$737. 

What is a social wage? 
Wmning these social gains as entitlements 

was a historic gain of the working class that 
reinforced human solidarity and undercut 
the dog-eat-dog competition imposed on 
workers by capitalism. 

According to Webster's dictionary, an 
entitlement is: 1) the state or condition of 
being entitled to something; 2) a right to 
benefits specified, especially by law or con­
tract; 3) a government program providing 
benefits to members of a specified group, 
also funds supporting or distributed by such 
a program. Entitlements are not "the dole," 
"handouts," or "charity." They are the so­
cialized part of workers' wages- univer­
sal social rights for a class. 

Workers and working farmers produce all 
value through hard work, applying their la­

. bor power to the wealth of nature. 
Along with wages received directly from 

an employer, the social wage is one part of 
the value workers produce - that is the 
portion of value workers create through their 
labor that the working class receives. The 
remaining portion is surplus value, or profit, 
which the boss pockets. 

In the pamphlet Value, Price and Profit, 
Karl Marx explained that a boss buys a 
worker's ability to work, and then a worker 
toils for, say, eight hours a day, for a wage. 
Marx writes that, "over and above the hours 
required to replace his wages, [for example 
two hours] or the value of his labor power, 
he will, therefore, have to work six other 
hours, which I shall call hours of surplus 
labor, which surplus labor will realize itself 
in a surplus value and a surplus produce." 
At the end of a workday, a worker has added 
new value to the commodity he labored on. 

"This given value," Marx continues, "de­
termined by the time of his labor, is the only 
fund from which both he [the worker] and 
the capitalist have to draw their respective 
shares and dividends, the only value to be 
divided into wages and profits .... Since the 
capitalist and the workman have only to di­
vide this limited value, that is, the value 
measured by the total labor of the working 
man, the most the one gets the less will the 
other get, and vice versa." 

The proportion of this division registers 
the social relations between bosses and 
workers established through the class 
struggle. 

When workers won Social Security as an 
entitlement in 1935, the bosses as a class 
lost part of their surplus value to the work­
ers as a class. Since the mid-1970s, the capi­
talists' average profit rates have been de­
clining. In response, big business and its 
political representatives in Washington and 
state and local legislatures are pushing to 
take a greater portion of the value produced 
by workers' labor for their class, to fatten 
their thinning profit rates. That's the driv­
ing force behind both the employers' assault 
on workers' wages and working conditions, 
and the government offensive against social 
entitlements. 



The Fight for Blacl< Freedom 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH SPECIAL FOR MEMBERS OFTHE PATHFINDER READERS CLUB 

Malcolm X Speaks 
"No, I'm not an American. I'm one of the 22 million 
Black people who are victims of Americanism." The 
classic selection of speeches and statements from the 
last year of Malcolm's life. 
$17.95. Special offer $13.50 

Questions of National Policy and 
Proletarian Internationalism 

V.I. Lenin 
Why uniting working people the world over in the 
fight for socialism requires unconditional support for 
the right of self-determination of oppressed nations 
and nationalities. $12.95. Special offer $9.75 

Independent Black Political Action 
The Struggle to Break with the Democratic and Republican Parties 

Mac Warren. $8.00. Special offer $6.00 

The National Black Independent 
Political Party 

Nan Bailey and others $5.00. Special offer $3.75 

Women's Liberation 
and the African 
Freedom Struggle 
Thomas Sankara 
"There is no true social 
revolution without the liberation 
of women;' explains the leader of 
the 1983--87 revolution in 
Burkina Faso. $3.00. 
Special offer $2.25 

Leon Trotsky on Black Nationalism 
and Self-Determination 
Drawing on lessons from the October 1917 Russian 
revolution, Trotsky explains why uncompromising 
opposition to racial discrimination and support to 
Blacks' right to national self-determination is 
essential to uniting the working class in the United 
States. $10.95. Special offer $8.25 

Cointelpro: The FBI's Secret War 
on Political Freedom 

Nelson Blackstock 
The FBI's spying and disruption 
against socialists and activists in 
the Black and antiwar movements. 
Includes FBI documents. 
$15.95. Special offer $11.95 

(DIN'l1~1 .. PRO 

The Changing Face of 
u.s. Politics 
Working-Class Politics and the Trade Unions 

Jack Barnes 
A handbook for workers coming into the 
factories, mines, and mills, as they react to 
the uncertain life, ceaseless turmoil, and 
brutality of capitalism in the closing years 
of the twentieth century. It shows how 
millions of workers, as political resistance 
grows, will revolutionize themselves, their 
unions, and all of society. 
$19.95. Special offer $14.95 

Imperialism's March toward 
Fascism and War 

Jack Barnes 
How the working class 
and its allies respond 
to the accelerated 
capitalist disorder will 
determine whether or 
not imperialism's march 
toward fascism and war 
can be stopped. In New 
International no. I O.Aiso 
includes:What the 
1987 Stock Market 
Crash Foretold; 
Defending Cuba, 
Defending Cuba's 
Socialist Revolution by 
Mary-Alice Waters; and 

The Curve of Capitalist Development by Leon 
Trotsky. $14.00 

To Speak the Truth 
Why Washington's 'Cold War' against 
Cuba Doesn't End 

Fidel Castro and Che Guevara 
In historic speeches before the 
United Nations and its bodies, 
Guevara and Castro address the 
workers of the world, explaining 
why the U.S. government is 
determined to destroy the 
example set by the socialist 
revolution in Cuba and why its 
effort will fail. $16.95. Special offer $12.75 

Marx and Engels on the United States 
Karl Marx and Frederick Engels 

Articles and letters from 1846 to 1895 examine the 
rise of U.S. capitalism, the historic conflict with a 
system based on slave labor, the impact of the 
frontier and free land, and the challenges facing the 
emerging working-class movement. Indispensable for 
understanding the economic roots and consequences 
of the Civil War and the class structure of the United 
States in the 21st century. 
$15.95. Special offer $11.95 

IN SPANISH 

Habla Malcolm X 
Malcolm X Speaks. 
$17.95. Special offer $13.50 

OFFER ENDS 
FEBRUARY 28 

Available frOm 
bookstores listed 

on ·page· I 2, or from 
Pathfinder, 

41 OWest St .. , 
NewYork,NY 

10014. 
If ordering by mail 

please include $3.00 
for the first book 
and $.50 for each 
additional bookto 

cover shipping 
and handling. 

Write fora free 
catalog. 

Un programa de accion 
para enfrentar Ia crisis 
economica que se 
avec ina 

Edited by Doug Jenness 
An Action Program to Confront the 
Coming Economic Crisis. 
$3.50. Special offer $2.50 

aQue lejos hemos 
llegado los esclavosl 

Nelson Mandela, Fidel Castro 
How Far We Slaves Have Come. 
$10.95. Special offer $8.25 

Notas criticas sobre Ia 
cuestion nacional 

V.I. Lenin 
Critical Notes on the National Question. 
$3.00. Special offer $2.25 

IN FRENCH 

Malcolm X: Derniers 
discours 
Malcolm X: The Last Speeches. 
$21.95. Special offer $16.50 

Oser inventer l'avenir 
Thomas Sankara 

Dare to Invent the Future. 
$35.95. Special offer $26.95 

Programme d'action 
pour faire face a Ia crise 
economique qui vient 

Edited by Doug Jenness 
An Action Program to Confront the 
Coming Economic Crisis. 
$5.50. Special offer $4.25 

Du droit des nations a 
disposer d'elles-memes 

V.I. Lenin 
The Right of Nations 
to Self-Determination. 
$3.95. Special offer.$2.95 
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Amtrak admits track needed 
repair before N.J. derailment 
BY LINDA MARCUS 
AND RUTH ROBINETT 

NEWARK, New Jersey- In a front-page 
article February 5, the Newark Star Ledger 
exposed Amtrak management's culpability 
in the Nov. 23, 1996, six-car derailment in 
Seacacus, New Jersey that injured 34 pas­
sengers. For 10 months Amtrak manage­
ment ignored a series of warnings from 
union workers and their foremen that a rail 
connector at Portal Bridge was cracked and 
unsafe. At the time of the wreck, company, 
union, and federal investigative officials 
agreed that a broken connecting plate on the 
88-year-old swing bridge was at fault. The 
rails separate to allow the bridge to open 
for river traffic. The connecting plate re­
aligns and locks the rails once the bridge is 
closed. 

unless repairs were properly made "we risk 
failure of mechanical and structural com­
ponents of the bridge." The new connectors 
arrived by early September, but management 
decided to wait until spring 1997 to install 
them, when a bridge overhaul was sched­
uled. 

By August 29, the cracks in the connec­
tors had widened and welder Nemeth Was 
again instructed to repair them. He welded 
the crack a second time, and again reported 
that the welds would not hold. 

Alison Conway-Smith, an Amtrak vice 
president and chief engineer, confirmed the 
chronology of events but refuted that the 
problem was ever a safety or money issue. 
She reported that a number of union work­
ers and management employees face disci­
plinary charges, up to dismissal. 

workers and people who use Amtrak. 
I feel morale is very down, because, 
like the welder who conscientiously 
tried to do a good job and said it 
wouldn't hold, they ignore what 
workers say. Amtrak is not interested 
in doing it the right way, but the 
quickest way to save money. This 
creates an atmosphere of shoddy 
work ethics." 

"Why couldn't it be fixed before?" 
asked Art Dowd, a 26-year-old con­
ductor. "If you or me made the deci­
sion to let it go we would be fired. 
Especially since it was an old bridge, 
they should have used better technol­
ogy to solve the problem. But they 
did11't because of money. Top man­
agement should listen to the foreman 
on the job whose workers knew what 
to do. If management is not going to 
act on a supervisor's decision, what 
are they there for?'' 

A crack in the rail connector was first re­
ported in January 1996, but it wasn't until 
April that repairs were ordered for the wid­
ening cracks. Jack Nemeth, a welder with 
33 years experience in bridge repair, re­
ported to his foreman in a post-accident 
statement "that welding just one side of the 
crack was wrong, was dangerous and would 
not hold," according to the Star Ledger. 

Workers interviewed for this article took 
issue with Conway-Smith's statement. Con­
ductor Tom McLean noted, "Since Amtrak 
is over-managed and is financially strapped 
because of it, sometimes safety is not first, 
money is." 

Since the November accident, 
Amtrak has installed secondary sen­ Derailment on Portal Bridge in November 1996 

Nemeth's foreman, Jim Clark, who is in 
charge of Portal Bridge repairs and mainte­
nance, and his supervisor Kenneth Hudson, 
supervisor of structures, agreed the defec­
tive connectors needed to be replaced. On 
June 20 Hudson informed his supervisor that 

Dorian Baskerville, a conductor who 
works the Northeast Corridor and crosses 
Portal Bridge twice daily agreed. "It's a trav­
esty for passengers and employees when 
money is the main concern, not safety." 

Denise Daniels, a coach cleaner, told the 
Militant, "I see a demise in Amtrak as we 
know it because of shoddy work ethics, lack 
of safety, and constant disregard for the 

sors that would have prevented the 
derailment. These sensors have been in ex­
istence and recommended by the National 
Transportation Safety Board for nearly 20 
years. Amtrak spokesman Richard 
Remington said that they were trying to de­
termine why Amtrak had not installed the 
sensors earlier. 

Meanwhile, the Star Ledger reported a 

bolt on another part of the rail on the Portal 
Bridge came loose January 27, preventing 
the bridge from opening for 45 minutes. 
Conway-Smith insisted that no one was en­
dangered by this latest problem. 

Linda Marcus and Ruth Robinett are mem­
bers of UTU Local1370 at Amtrak. 

Trains keep running after mudslide near Seattle 
BY CHRIS RAYSON 

SEATTLE -A massive mudslide, rush­
ing down a steep cliff, slammed into a mov­
ing Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) 
freight train January 15, knocking five rail­
cars with twelve cargo containers off the 
track in Woodway, Washington, north of 
Seattle. The engineer suffered a back injury. 

A second, smaller slide on the morning 
of January 16 hit the same area where crews 
were working to clear and repair the track. 

The slide was over 300 yards wide, cov­
ered about 200 feet of track, and extended 
900 feet into the water. At some points on 
the single track the mud and hill debris mea­
sured 40 feet high. Seven containers from 
the five railcars were pushed into Puget 
Sound and five more containers were bur­
ied in debris near the tracks .. 

Shortly after 10:30 p.m., the crew of the 
35-car train, powered by three locomotives, 
rounded a curve and slammed into the start 
of the slide at 35 miles per hour. The first 
two units were severely damaged, with mud 
as high as the nose of the cab. 

The full force of the slide that carried the 
cars into the sound hit the train behind the 
locomotives and the first car, only 200 feet 
from the crew. The train included cars con­
taining hazardous materials, but none of 
these were hit. Shortly before the slide, an 
Amtrak passenger train had passed through 
the same area. 

This accident was the second BNSF de­
railment in Snohomish County in two weeks 
to be reported in the media. It highlighted 
the dangerous conditions affecting rail trans­
portation in the Pacific Northwest in the 

wake of massive snow and rain in the last 
month. 

An earlier:derailment occurred on Janu­
ary 1 near Cathcart, an area in Snohomish 
County east of Everett, Washington, that 
includes farms and nearby residences. 

While no one was hurt, "area residents 
were briefly evacuated from their homes 
because of fears that ethanol would be 
spilled from one of the overturned container 
units," according to the January 2 Seattle 
Times. The article continued, "None of the 
liquid spilled." 

A January 17 article in the Seattle Post­
lntelligencer headlined "Slide-wise, danger 
remains real as soggy slopes are still un­
stable," points to the real potential for more 
landslides in the crisis conditions generated 
by the storms. The trigger that sets off the 

New Zealand hearings highlight rail deaths 
BY HELEN DEE 

AUCKLAND, New Zealand- Two re­
cent hearings have highlighted the increas­
ingly unsafe conditions facing workers em­
ployed by the New Zealand rail corporation, 
Tranz Rail. Established under state owner­
ship, the entire rail system was sold to the 
U.S. corporation Wisconsin Central in 1992. 

Prior to privatization, there had been a 
massive restructuring and job-slashing pro­
cess, which by the end of 1992 had reduced 
the workforce to 5,400, down from 21,600 
ten years earlier. Job cuts continued under 
the new owners. 

Tranz Rail's decision to remove the second 
shunter to "removing the wicket ke~per" in 
a cricket game. It was, he said, a business 
decision. He fined Tranz Rail NZ$30,000 
(US$20,550). 

Inexperience was also a contributing fac­
tor in the June 1996 death of Blair Thomas 
at the Westfield depot in Auckland, accord­
ing to the Transport Accident Investigation 
Commission. 

Thomas was riding on the front of a lo­
comotive when he signaled to the driver to 
stop. The driver braked immediately and 

Thomas was flung off the train and crushed. 
Both men had been hired as temporary 

handymen six months before the accident. 
They attended a three-week "service assis­
tant" course three months later, learning how 
to drive and direct trains in the rail yard. 
They had not had formal supervision since. 

Ross Wilson, secretary of the Railway and 
Maritime Workers Union, said the men had 
not been adequately trained, and that low 
staffing levels meant rail employees were 
often doing duties beyond their level of ex­
perience. 

unstable hillside could be another storm, a 
spring thaw melting snow accumulations in 
nearby mountains, or the vibratiol). of a 
heavy freight train. 

The landslide danger is far from over in 
other areas as well. According to the Janu­
ary 17 Post-lntelligencer, Tim Walsh, age­
ologist with the state Department of Natu­
ral Resources, warned city of Seattle offi­
cials on January 15- the day of the derail­
ment in Woodway - that "a portion of the 
bluff' just north of Carkeek Park "was so 
unstable that just the vibrations of a train 
could trigger a major landslide." Burlington 
Northern Santa Fe's main line goes through 
Carkeek Park, located in Seattle. 

"The bottom line is we'll not run trains 
until it's safe," BNSF spokesman Gus 
Melonas assured the media at the scene of 
the derailment in Woodway. Despite these 
assurances, BNSF freight trains were soon 
moving through the area. Track conditions 
are treacherous. 

Meanwhile, Amtrak canceled its passen­
ger service between Seattle and Vancouver, 
British Columbia, after the January 15 de­
railment. Seattle passengers bound for Chi­
cago are being bused to Spokane, Washing~ 
ton, to board the train there. Amtrak reser­
vations confirmed January 31 that passen­
ger service through this unstable area has 
not yet resumed. 

Chris Rayson is a switchman with the 
Burlington Northern Santa Fe in Seattle and 
a member of the United Transportation 
Union. 

In November 1996, in a criminal case 
brought by the Department of Labour, Judge 
P. J. Evans found Tranz Rail guilty of fail­
ing to take all practicable steps to ensure 
the safety of an employee. The case related 
to the May 1995 death of rail worker John 
Neha in a shunting accident. Attempting a 
maneuver to stop a runaway wagon at the 
Gracefield yard in Wellington, Neha.slipped 
underneath the train he was riding and was 
killed. 

Abortion ·clinic is attacked again in Tulsa 

Shunting traditionally requires three 
people, the engine driver (who has limited 
visibility), the shunter (who rides on the 
wagons as the engine driver's eyes) and the 
second shunter (who is on the ground as a 
backup). Tranz Rail had cut the second 
shunter in March 1995 to save labor costs. 

Neha, who had been a train driver for 17 
years, was retraining for the position of lone 
rail operator. In the past, shunters required 
up to five years of training. Neha had six 
weeks at the time of his death. 

At the hearing, Judge Evans likened 

BY ABBY TILSNER 
ATLANTA- The Reproductive Ser­

vices clinic in Tulsa, Oklahoma, was at­
tacked again February 2, for the third time 
since the start of the year. In the latest inci­
dent, several shots were fired at electronic 
monitoring gear at 3:30p.m. The facility 
was closed at the time. Two bombs had ex­
ploded at the abortion clinic January 19, and 
it was hit with Molotov cocktails January 
1. On February 6 federal police in Tulsa 
arrested a 15-year-old youth who they al­
lege carried out all three attacks. 

Meanwhile in Atlanta, Christine Stadler, 
a spokesperson for the owner of the Sandy 
Springs Office Building, stated the 
Northside Family Planning Services Clinic 
has decided not to reopen in the building. 
That clinic was hit by two bombs one hour 
apart on Jan. 16, The second bomb injured 
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seven people. Another location for the clinic 
has not been disclosed. 

The local news media continues to ex­
pound the theory that the bombing was the 
act of a terrorist aimed at killing the rescue 
workers and reporters and also looking for 
media attention. The Atlanta Journal-Con­
stitution claims this was the first "two-bomb 
attack reported on U.S. soil, though the use 
of back-to-back bombs is a familiar tactic 
in Northern Ireland and the Middle East." 

The second bomb was detonated by a tim­
ing device while the first was probably deto­
nated by a fuse, which would have meant 
the bomber was at the site during the explo­
sion. The second bomb also carried 3-inch 
concrete nails and 15-20 sticks of dynamite 
aimed at injuring those in the area. 

No one has been arrested for the clinics 
bombing in Atlanta. The increased police 

presence at the clinics in Georgia in the days 
after the bombings has been reduced to early 
morning patrols and drive-bys while the 
physicians are at the clinics. 

The clinics are increasing their own de­
fense, like at the Feminist Women's Health 
Center in Atlanta, which now only allows 
those who have appointments into the clin­
ics. According to a representative of Geor­
gia Abortion and Reproductive Rights Ac­
tion League (GARRAL), there has been an 
increase in the number of volunteers for es­
corting at abortion clinics since the spate of 
bombings in the last month. Volunteers are 
organized by the Atlanta Pro-Choice Coa­
lition (APAC). 

GARRAL is focusing its efforts on lob­
bying against legislation for abortion wait­
ing periods and against legislation banning 
so-called "partial birth" abortions. 



Steelworkers call for strike solidarity 
BY TONY DUTROW 

PITISBURGH- On January 28, 3,500 
strikers and their spouses attended a spe­
cial "Strike Update" informational meeting 
·at the Wheeling, West Virginia, Civic Cen­
ter. The steelworkers met on the 120th day 
of the strike against Wheeling-Pittsburgh 
Steel, surpassing the length of the 119-day 
steel strike in 1959. 

Strikers in their vast majority vowed to 
continue their determined resistance to win 
back a guaranteed pension plan lost follow­
ing the bankruptcy and 89-day strike in 1985. 

The significance of this strike is being 
debated from Wall St. to the streets and city 
halls of the mill towns along the Ohio river 
valley. That debate spilled over into the civic 
center, where a question-and-answer session 
went on for two and a half hours. It was the 
first such meeting to bring workers together 
from all eight locals since the strike began 
October 1. 

Ten days before the meeting, negotiations 
overseen by federal mediators broke off af­
ter just three days when the company, once 
again, walked out, refusing to budge or dis­
cuss a fully guaranteed pension. The USWA 
had proposed a combination of the 
company's proposal and the union pension 
plan that is currently in place in all the other 
unionized integrated steel mills. 

Continuing the company's antiunion 
media campaign, Ron LaBow, chairman of 
Wheeling-Pitt's parent company WHX, told 
the January 27 Wheeling News-Register, 
"We're going to have to look at each part of 
the company. If we can't reach an agree­
ment in nine or 10 months, we may have to 
do something unfortunate." Along with 
threatening to close down mills, he urged 
strikers to demand a secret ballot vote on 
his company's last offer. 

In a humorous answer to LaBow's at­
tempt to deny workers their right to decide 
when to vote on their contracts, strikers 
printed up a sample "ballot" that simply had 

. inside "USWA Solidarity." 
The USWA international convened a 

Basic Steel Conference in Cleveland Janu­
ary 30, the day after members from all eight 
mills met. "The presidents of local unions 
representing 150,000 workers in the steel 
industry pledged at the meeting to raise $1 
per member each week for the Wheeling­
Pitt employees" reported the January 31 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, which covered the 
press conference that announced a nation­
wide effort to back the strike. One of the 
projections at the meeting was plant gate 
collections throughout the industry to ben­
efit the strikers. The first collection date is 
set for February 13. The meeting also voted 
to contribute $1 million directly to an eco­
nomic hardship fund. 

The USWA international executive board 
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Wheeling-Pitt steelworkers rally November 13. USWA has called for broader support. 

announced that the AFL-CIO will also par­
ticipate in the effort. The board "a~so 
pledged to send bus caravans of steelwork­
ers to back up the strikers on the picket 
lines" at the mills in Ohio, Pennsylvania and 
West Virginia the article said. 

Strikers stop truck from crossing line 
Relentless propaganda has failed to pro­

duce the desired results for the company, as 
workers demonstrated on February 4 at the 
Yorkville, Ohio, mill. In 20 minutes, accord­
ing to pickets, Local 1223 mobilized 150 
strikers to stop Wheeling-Pitt bosses from 
taking a truck load of spare compressor parts 
from out of the Yorkville tin plate mill. 

The Martin's Ferry Times Leader cited 
the boss who drove the truck through the 
gate as saying that "as he began to drive the 
vehicle from the plant ground he saw sev­
eral individuals with baseball bats." At the 
same time the boss said there were not "ac­
tual acts of violence" committed by the 
steelworkers. The Jefferson Country Sher­
iff called to the scene of the disciplined and 
effective action filed no charges. 

Morale was high as the elated strikers 
learned later in the day that Wheeling-Pitt 
bosses made a decision "not to remove the 
compressor parts in order not to inflame the 
situation further." 

Solidarity from supporters in the work­
ing-class communities that surround the 
mills has kept coming in, though many small 
business have felt a financial pinch from the 
strike and some have cut back in their gen­
erous donations to the steelworkers. 

The Mingo Junction Village mayor John 
Corrigan said, "its getting very ugly around 
here." His city budget is totally reliant upon 

the wage tax from the mill, the city's only 
major employer. So far the Mingo Junction 
has lost $536,800 in operating money for 
municipal services. The administration has 
laid off some city workers and is using some 
part-time labor. 

Strikers would welcome more solidarity 
On a visit to the Follansbee coke plant 

gate the weekend after the meeting and an­
nouncement by the USWA Basic Steel Con­
ference to step-up solidarity, I asked two of 
the strikers what they thought. All of us 
huddled around the well-crafted improvised 
oil barrel stoves - a necessity throughout 
most of the lengthy struggle. 

George Oughten, who has 41 years with 
Wheeling-Pitt and works in the hot mill, said 
he was a little skeptical, but hoped the soli­
darity now being sought nationally will help. 
"Everything we ever got, we made them 
give it to us," he said. "Back then, the rea­
son we got it was they were making enough 
of a profit to tack it on to the price. Now 
they can't do that as easily because of the 
competition. Oughten said he was con­
cerned for other strikers, facing hardships 
they never planned for before the walkout. 
"We need real solidarity now. We need you 
beside us, not in back of us," he said. 

Mike Sloss, a coke oven worker with 19 
·years at the company, said he's solidly for 
the strike. In addition to doing his regular 
picket duty, he keeps the gate stocked with 
wood to bum for heat. His father, who also 
worked in the mill, has a small sawmill. "He 
gives us edging off the boards," Sloss ex­
plained. "I show up with my truck, once or 
twice a week. They all know my truck now." 

"Our local is setting up a gate collection 

committee and we're going to help as the 
women's committee," Gloria Jones ex­
plained, a member of the Local 1223 
women's committee. "We're taking orders 
now for Local 1223 hats as a fund-raiser, 
but the hats will also identify us as we go 
out on the gate collections," she said; Jones 
also explained the women's committee is 
organizing a March 15 St. Patrick's Day 
Dance. Everyone is invited, she said, and all 
steelworkers get a discount. 

Strikers debate threats to close mills 
Many strikers and others are debating out 

the assertions made by LaBow and echoed 
by Wall St. that "Wheeling-Pitt Steel Corp. 
Wouldn't Be Missed," as one headline 
screamed out on the front page of the Wheel­
ing News-Register January 30. 

American Metal Market, an industry 
newspaper, interviewed LaBow, who said 
"he has no incentive to bring the striking 
workers back, and that his cash reserves 
actually had grown since the strike started." 

WHX and Wheeling-Pitt Steel's strategy 
has been to sit the strike out. Spin-off com­
panies from Wheeling-Pitt, such as the non­
union Unimast plants of Wheeling Corru­
gating, the huge Wheeling-Nisshin galvaniz­
ing mill, and Ohio Coatings, which does 
similar work to the Yorkville mill, continue 
to process and finish steel. This, combined 
with stockpiling before the strike and secret 
arrangements with other mills to finish their 
coils and cover their orders, has allowed 
them to weather the impact of the strike. 

The February 5 American Metal Market 
reported that a week-long shut down for re­
pairs will have an impact on orders that 
Weirton's Steel has picked up from the 
strike. "Their [Weirton's] order book has 
been pretty strong .... They have received 
some business from Wheeling-Pitt," the ar­
ticle said, quoting a metals analyst from First 
Boston of New York. The analyst, Tom 
Abrams, who for local consumption in the 
regional press said the strike has had no 
impact, here says, "I think everyone thought 
that by now the Wheeling-Pitt strike would 
be over." 

In May 1996, James Wareham, CEO of 
Wheeling-Pitt, gloated over their better prof­
itability as imports declined over 1995. 
"We're full [profitable and at peak capac­
ity]. Imports have dried up a lot, which is 
one of the underlying factors [for the strong 
demand]," Wareham said in an interview 
with the Post-Gazette at that time. 

Last month Wall St. announced a big jump 
in imports, however. "Imports surged in the 
second half of 1996 .... Production outages 
as some U.S. steel companies and a pro­
longed strike at WHX Corp.'s Wheeling­
Pittsburgh Steel unit cut the supply of do­
mestic steel," reported a Bloomberg News 
release carried in the January 22 Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette. 

Dairy farmers protest low milk prices Local papers quoted an analyst from J.P. 
Morgan and Co. chiming in with LaBow's 
statements describing strikers as "sacrificial 
lambs" and. "pawns" in the USWA's pen­
sion battle. LaBow's plan calls for invest­
ing the pension contributions into 10-year 
U.S. treasury bonds, a move that certainly 
will benefit Morgan, which is leading the 
charge to shift pension investments from 
"overvalued" stocks to bonds, and no doubt 
stands to gain from such a plan. 

BY TOM FISKE 
AND JANICE BLAIR 

Westby, Wisconsin - On January 22 
dairy farmers across the country - includ­
ing Wisconsin, New York, Missouri, Texas, 
California, and New Mexico- dumped 
one day's production of milk or donated it 
to charity in order to protest low dairy prices. 
The protest was called by Darin Von Ruden, 
a dairy farmer from Westby. 

Von Ruden said that the milk dumping 
was a way of drawing public attention. 
"We're getting less for our milk today than 
we did in the early 1980's. The only way 
we can get the attention of milk processors 
is to take the product away from them." Von 
Ruden estimated that 3,000 dairy farmers 
in Wisconsin and 9,000- 10,000 nationwide 
participated in the protest. Clint van Fleet, 
a Sulphur Springs, Texas, dairyman and 
president of the 250-member Texas Milk 
Producers Association, said 250,000-
500,000 gallons of milk were dumped in that 
state. 

The price dairy farmers receive for their 
milk is based on the basic formula price set 
by the U.S. government. Currently, the ba­
sic price is $11.34 per hundredweight (ap­
proximately 12 gallons). This is down from 
the $15.37 basic price set in September, 
1996. The falling prices lowered income for 
dairy farmers by an estimated $350 million 
in the last quarter of 1996 and dropped farm 
milk prices below the cost of production for· 

most small and mid-size dairy farms in Min­
nesota and Wisconsin. 

Nationally, the number of dairy farms 
declined by 5.3 percent since 1995; Because 
of the falling milk prices, many working 
dairy farmers are forced to sell their land. 
Many others are forced to depend, prima­
rily, on a full-time job in order to hold on to 
the farm. John Rohl, one farmer who par­
ticipated in the protest, explained that his 
son was starting a job. "There's plenty of 
work for him here, but I can't afford to pay 
him. Even with him working a job, I don't 
know ifl will be able to hand the farm down 
to him." 

The price of fluid milk is heavily influ­
enced by the price of cheese, which is set 
by the National Cheese Exchange (NCE) 
in Green Bay, Wisconsin. TheNCE is open 
only 30 minutes each week and the volume 
of trade is less than 1 percent of the volume 
of cheese bought and sold in the country. 
Monopolies dominate theNCE and are able 
to manipulate dairy prices. Many farmers 
think that one monopoly, Kraft, was able to 
force the price of milk down by buying 
cheese shares from other sources and then 

. selling those shares on the NCE at a loss, 
thus forcing down the price of cheese. 

The organizer of the January 22 protest, 
Von Ruden, is calling for another protest day 
on February 27-28. Again he is calling for 
farmers to withhold a day's production of 
milk from the market. Von Ruden is a leader 

of the Upper Midwest Milk Producers As­
sociation. 

In West Central Wisconsin members of 
the association have been speaking to 
churches and snowmobile clubs for support 
to their fight. "We have been getting lots of 
support," stated Jean Rohl, another dairy 
farmer. "Many of these people are former 
farmers or related to a farmer." 

Jean Rohl thought the January 22 protest 
was very important. "Every time someone 
rises up, it helps us hang on longer. The 
public learns about our fight.... At some 
time we're going to have to fight for our 
farms." 

Tom Fiske is a member of lAM Local1037 
in Eden Prairie, Minnesota. 

Meanwhile, as WHX officials are accus­
ing the USWA of forcing it into bankruptcy 
if it adopts a guaranteed pension plan, tfte 
Associated Press reported February 9 that 
WHX had reached a tentative agreement 
with Bethlehem Steel to purchase the 
Sparrow's Point BethShip steelyard for an 
undisclosed price. 

Tony Dutrow is a member of USWA Local 
1557. 

February 24, 1997 ·The Militant 11 



--MILITANT lABOR FORUMS------------
ALABAMA 
Birmingham 
The Fight for Black Freedom: Issues for 
Today's Young Fighters. Speaker: John 
Hawkins, Socialist Workers Party National Com­
mittee and memb!'r, United Mine Workers Lo­
cal 2368. Fri., Feb. 2I, 7:30p.m. Ill 21st St. 
South. Donation: $4. Tel: (205) 323-3079. 

CALIFORNIA 
Los Angeles 
Malcolm X. A video showing. Sat., Feb. 22, 7:30 
p.m. Buffet, 6 p.m. 2546 W. Pico Blvd. Dona­
tion: $4. Buffet: $4. Tel: (213) 380-9460. 

FLORIDA 
Miami 
The Legacy of Malcolm X. Program includes 
video showing and discussion. Fri., Feb. 2I, 7:30 
p.m. 137 N.E. 54th St. Donation: $4. Transla­
tion into Spanish and English. Tel: (305) 756-
1020. 

ILLINOIS 
Chicago 
Defend Social Security! Why Clinton and 
Congress are Determined to Cut It. Why 
Working People Must Fight to Defend It! Mili­
tant Fund Rally. Speaker: Naomi Craine, editor 
of the Militant. Sat., Feb. 22, 7:30p.m. Dinner 6 

p.m. 1223 N. Milwaukee (Corner of 
Ashland and Division). Donation: $4. Tel: (773) 
342-1780. 
Peoria 
Defend Social Security! Why Clinton and 
Congress are Determined to Cut It. Why 
Working People Must Fight to Defend It! 
Speaker: Naomi Craine, editor of the Militant. 
Sun., Feb. 23, 3 p.m. Buffet I :30 p.m. Donation: 
$5. . 
Defend Abortion Rights! Stop the Clinic 
Bombings! Speaker: Charlene Adamson, Social­
ist Workers Party. Sat., March I, 7 p.m. Dona­
tion: $4. 
Both events held at 915 N. Western. Tel: (309) 
676-2472. 

MICHIGAN 
Detroit 
Malcolm X: His Revolutionary Heritage. Fri., 
Feb. 21, 7:30p.m. Dinner, 6:30p.m. 
Black Women and Their Fight for Equality. 
Speaker: Willie Reid, Socialist Workers Party, 
and member, United Auto Workers union. Fri., 
Feb. 28, 7:30p.m. 
Both events held at 7414 Woodward Ave. Dona­
tion: $4. Tel: (313) 875-0100. 

MINNESOTA 
St. Paul 
Black Liberation and Socialism: Prospects for 

Freedom in the 21st Century. A Militant Fund 
rally. Speaker: Brock Satter, Young Socialists. 
Fri., Feb. 21, 7:30p.m. 2490 University Ave. 
Donation: $4. (612) 644-6325. 

NEW JERSEY 
Newark · 
Defend Social Security! Speaker: Megan Arney, 
Militant staff writer, author of current series "So­
cial Security: a product of labor battles." Fri., 
Feb. 21,7:30 p.m. 
Twenty-five Years After 'Bloody Sunday': 
British Troops Out of Ireland, Irish Political 
Prisoners Out of Jail! Speaker: Mary Nell 
Bockman, Socialist Workers Party, just returned 
from Derry.commemoration of' Bloody Sunday,' 
Representative of Irish Northern Aid. Fri., Feb. 
28, 7:30p.m. · 
Both events held at 87 A Halsey St. ( 1 block west. 
of Broad, 2 blocks north of Raymond). Dona­
tion: $4. Tel: (201) 643-3341. 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Philadelphia 
The Civil Rights Movement: From World War 
II to Today. Fri., Feb. 2I, 7:30p.m. 
How Cuba Uprooted Racism. Fri., Feb. 28,7:30 
p.m. 
Both events held at 1906 South St. Donation: $4. 
Tel: (215) 546-8218. 
Pittsburgh 

Celebration ofMumia Abu-Jamal's New Book 
'Death Blossoms' Speakers:-Chris Zimmerman, 
Plough Publishing House; and Gabriele Gottlieb, 
University of Pittsburgh chapter to Free Mumia 
Abu-Jamal. Sat. Feb. 22, 7:30 p.m. 1103 E. 
Carson St. Donation: $4. Tel: (412) 381-9785. 

UTAH 
Salt Lake City 
The Legacy of Malcolm X. Video showing and 
discussion. Fri., Feb. 21,7:30 p.m. 
History of the Civil Rights Movement. Panel 
discussion and excerpts from the award-winning 
video Eyes on the Prize. Fri., Feb. 28, 7:30p.m. 
Both events held at 209 East 300 South. Dona­
tion: $4. Tel: (801) 355-1124. 

WASHINGTON 
Seattle 
Video-showing and Public Meeting: The 
Revolutionary Legacy of Malcolm X. Fri., Feb. 
21, 7:30p.m. 1405 E. Madison. Donation: $4. 
Tel: (206) 323-1755. 

NEW ZEALAND 
Auckland 
Militant Fund Rally. Event to help finance the 
working-class press. Sat., Feb. 22, 7 p.m. La 
Gonda Arcade, 203 Karangahape Road. Tel: (9) 
379-3075. 

Protests force ouster of president in Ecuador 
Continued from front page 
pushing for deep austerity measures. Last 
December, he announced a package pre­
pared by Domingo Cavallo, former finance 
minister of Argentina, who was hired by 
Bucaram as his financial adviser. In 1991, 
Cavallo introduced harsh economic reforms 
in Argentina cutting social programs dras­
tically in order to achieve economic growth 
to satisfy foreign investors. The proposed 
plan in Ecuador included establishing a con­
vertible currency and a program of sharp 
cuts in government spending. 

Wall Street has demanded restriction in 
government subsidies in order to meet the 
international debt payment. Ecuador's for­
eign debt stands at $14 billion, and the re­
gime needed an accord with th!! Interna­
tional Monetary Fund to renegotiate its pay­
ments, which are $200 million in arrears. 

blocked highways connecting provinces to 
the north and south of Ecuador. The affected 
provinces included Pichincha, lmbabura, 
Cotopaxi, Tungurahua, Chimborazo, 
Bolivar, Carchi and Sucumbios. The 
Cuenca-Loja highways were blocked with 
trees and trenches. In other areas, protest­
ers blocked the roads with other objects. 

Indigenous people comprise 45 percent 
of the Ecuadorian population, and have a 
history of struggles. In June 1994, CONAIE 
led a fight against the Agrarian Develop­
ment Law adopted during the regime of 
Sixto Duran Ballen. This law, which elimi­
nated communal lands in favor of the big 
landowners. 

Blatant corruption and nepotism 
The blatant corruption and nepotism of 

the Bucaram administration, at a time when 
the president was demanding harsh auster­
ity, added fuel to the protests. During his 
earlier tenure as mayor of Guayaquil in 
1984-85, Bucaram himself faced extortion 
charges and fled to Panama. A court par-

doned Bucaram in 1990, artd he returned to 
Ecuador. 

During his six months as president, 
Bucaram assigned many family members 
and friends to cabinet posts. His brother 
Adolfo became Minister of Social Welfare. 
A close associate, Alfredo Adum, served as 
Minister of Energy and Mines. Adum, who 
reportedly made a fortune out of importing 
merchandise from Panama's Free Trade 
Zone, was put in charge of privatizing the 
state-run petroleum industry. Reports that 
Bucaram's 19-year-old son, Jacobo, gar­
nered millions of dollars from a post in cus­
toms also sparked outrage. Bucaram's sis­
ter Elsa, also a former mayor of Guayaquil, 
is now living in Panama, where she fled 
before resigning in 1991 facing charges of 
stealing millions. 

As the tide shifted against Bucaram, the 
U.S. ambassador to Ecuador, Leslie 
Alexander, made a speech January 29 in 
which he said the governmental corruption 
was hampering the implementation of eco­
nomic measures. "Ecuador is gaining a repu-

tation for pervasive corruption," said the 
ambassador. Citing an example, he went on, 
"A $12,000 bribe was demanded of a busi­
nessman to get an $8,000 container out of 
customs. News of this sort of mad extor­
tion, which defies even the usual sordid con­
ventions of corruption, reaches international 
corporations very quickly." U.S. State De­
partment officials said that this observation 
"played no role" in their decision not to back 
the president when the Congress voted him 
out of office. 

Since the restoration of civilian govern­
ment in 1979 under Jaime Rold6s, 
Bucaram's brother-in-law, successive gov­
ernments had faced a total of 19 national 
strikes before the latest actions, demanding 
better wages and against cuts in social en­
titlements, according to El Universo, a 
Guayaquil daily. 

An article in the February 11 Wall Street 
Journal expressed concern that paying off 
Ecuador's foreign debt "without further 
popular protests" will now present a "chal­
lenge to the country's financial managers." 

Bucaram's drastic package included de­
valuing the national currency, the sucre, by 
1,000 percent, and fixing it at the exchange 
rate of 4 sucres to the dollar. This was wel­
comed by the financiers. "It would give the 
framework for long-term discipline," Dan 
Peirce, the "chief emerging-markets strate­
gist" at BostonBank, told the Wall Street 
Journal, though at a cost of higher unem­
ployment and other hardships for workers. 

-IF YOU LIKE THIS PAPER, LOOK US UP..----
Bucaram· said his plan was needed to 

bring down the inflation rate, which was 25 
percent in 1996, and to increase economic 
growth. At the same time, he raised taxes 
for cigarettes and liquor from 15 and 20 
percent respectively to 300 percent. The 
president claimed his program would pro­
duce a "new Ecuador," to end a "grave cri­
sis, recession, and widespread corruption." 

As part of implementing the austerity pro­
gram, Bucaram imposed sharp price in­
creases- up to 600 percent- for electric­
ity, cooking gas, and phone services. This 
ignited a series of protests by workers and 
students that began January 8 in the capital 
Quito, and in the cities Cuenca and 
Guayaquil. Over the next month the mobi­
lizations grew and spread throughout the 
country, reaching their high point February 
5 with the participation of 2 million people 
-out of a population of 12 million- de­
manding the resignation of Bucaram and a 
halt in the austerity drive. 

CONAIE also joined the national strike 
against Bucaram regime. During the Feb­
ruary 5 mobilization, indigenous groups 

-CALENDAR-
ICELAND 
Reykjavik 
Socialist Educational Weekend. 
* The roots of the political parties in Iceland and 
the crisis they are confronting today- Build­
ing a revolutionary youth organization. 
* Women's liberation - the right to choose abor· 
tion. 
* The trade unions and working-class politics. 
February 22-23. Hosted by the Young Socialists 
and Internationalist Forums. For more informa­
tion, call: 552-5502. 

Where to find Pathfinder books and dis­
tributors of the Militant, Perspectiva 
Mundial, New International, Nouvelle 
Internationale, Nueva lnternacional and Ny 
International. 

UNITED STATES 
ALABAMA: Birmingham: 111 21st St. 

·South. Mailing address: Suite 252, 267 West 
Valley Avenue Zip 35209. Tel: (205) 323-
3079. Compuserve: 73712,3561 

CALIFORNIA: Los Angeles: 2546 W. 
Pico Blvd. Zip: 90006. Tel: (213) 380-9460, 
380-9640. Compuserve: 74642,326San Fran­
cisco: 3284 23rd St. Zip: 94110. Tel: (415) 
282-6255, 285-5323. Compuserve: 75604,556 

CONNECTICUT: New Haven: Mailing 
address: P.O. Box 16751, Baybrook Station, 
West Haven. Zip: 06516. 

FLORIDA: Miami: 137 N.E. 54th St. Zip: 
33137. Tel: (305) 756-1020. Compuserve: 
103171,1674 

GEORGIA: Atlanta: 803 Peachtree St. 
NE. Zip: 30308. Tel: (404) 724-9759. 
Compuserve: 104226,1245 

ILLINOIS: Chicago: 1223 N. Milwaukee 
Ave. Zip: 60622. Tel: (773) 342-1780. 
Compuserve: 104077,511 Peoria: 915 N. 
Western. Zip: 61650-0302. Mailing address: 
P.O. Box 302. Tel: (309) 676-2472. 
Compuserve: I04612,I47 

IOWA: Des Moines: 2724 Douglas Ave. 
Zip: 50310. Tel: (5I5) 277-4600. Compuserve: 
104107,1412 

MASSACHUSETTS: Boston: 780 Tre­
mont St. Zip: 02118. Tel: (617) 247-6772. 
Compuserve: 103426,3430 

MICHIGAN: Detroit: 7414 Woodward 
Ave. Zip: 48202. Compuserve: 104I27,3505 
Tel: (313) 875-0IOO. 

MINNESOTA: Twin Cities: 2490 Univer-
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sity Ave. W., St. Paul. Zip: 55114. Tel: (6I2) 
644-6325. Compuserve: 103014,3261 

NEW JERSEY: Newark: 87 A Halsey. 
Mailing address: 1188 Raymond Blvd., Suite 
222. Zip: 07102. Tel: (201) 643-3341. 
Compuserve: 10;4216,2703 

NEW YORK: New York City: 59 4th Av­
enue (corner of Bergen) Brooklyn, NY Zip: 
112I7. Tel: (7I8) 399-7257. Compuserve: 
102064,2642. Compuserve: 104075,35 ; 167 
Charles St., Manhattan, NY. Zip: 10014. Tel: 
(212) 366-1973. 

NORTH CAROLINA: Greensboro: 
2000-C S. Elm-Eugene St. Zip 27406. Tel: 
(910) 272-5996. Compuserve: 103475,672. 

OHIO: Cincinnati: P.O. Box 19484. Zip: 
45219. Tel: (513) 662-1931.Cleveland: 1832 
Euclid. Zip: 44115. Tel: (216) 861-6150. 
Compuserve: 103253,1111 

PENNSYLVANIA: Philadelphia: 1906 
South St. Zip: 19I46. Tel: (215) 546-8218. 
Compuserve: 104502,1757 Pittsburgh: 1103 
E. Carson St. Zip 15203. Tel: (4I2) 381-9785. 
Compuserve: 103122,720 

TEXAS: Houston: 3260 South Loop West. 
Zip: 77025. Tel: (713) 349-0090. Compuserve: 
102527,2271 

UTAH: Salt Lake City: 209 E. 300 S. Zip: 
84111. Tel: (801) 355-1124. Compuserve: 
76714,1545 

WASHINGTON, D.C.: I930 18thSt.N.W. 
Suite #3 (Entrance on Florida Av. ). Zip: 20009. 
Tel: (202) 387-2185. Compuserve: 
75407,3345. 

WASHINGTON: Seattle: 1405 E. Madi­
son. Zip: 98122. Tel: (206) 323-1755. 
Compuserve: 74461,2544. 

WEST VIRGINIA: Morganto'!n: 242 
Walnut. Mailing address: P.O. Box 203. Zip: 
26507. Tel: (304) 296-0055. Compuserve: 
70543,1637 
AUSTRALIA 

Sydney: I9 Terry St., Surry Hills 2010. 
Mailing address: P.O. Box K879, Haymarket, 
NSW I240. Tel: 02-9281-3297. Compuserve: 
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-GREATSOQEIT--------------------------------
'Experience preferred ••• '­

Army Secretary West says he can't 
explain how Sgt. Maj. Gene 
McKinney got appointed to the panel 
probing sexual harassment in the 
army. Last June, Sgt. Maj. Brenda· 

Harry 

.Ring 

at a worse time for the Army brass, 
which is now taking its budget to 
Congress. Bleats Thompson: "It 
doesn't allow you to talk about your 
new tanks if you have to talk about 
this sergeant major." 

Crackdown- They're going to 
do a safety check at four nuclear 
research labs in New Mexico oper­
ated for the government by 
Lockheed Martin Corp. A supervi­
sor admitted that he and two others 
covered up the December shutdown 
of a reactor that was running over 
its safety limit. The three supervi­
sors have been demoted and sus­
pended for a week without pay. 

bugging practices. Cops would have 
the right to secretly install surveil­
lance equipment in church confes­
sionals. Brushing aside a Catholic 
church protest, a government 
spokesman said it was unlikely there 
would be any exceptions. "We are 
keen not to create any loopholes," 
he declared. 

because of malnutrition .... Poverty 
on a scale not seen since the Thirties 
is blamed for the return of rickets, 
anemia and tuberculosis .... " - The 
Observer of London, citing a School 
Milk Campaign report scoring gov­
ernment cutbacks on school meals. 

••• meanwhile - A survey of 
National Health Service hospitals in 
Britain found that in a three-month 
period more than 400 critically ill 
children had been turned away from 
intensive care units for lack of beds 
and nurses. 

a servant in livery carried his cham­
ber pot across the corridor and a 
stock market speculator who was 
passing at the same time removed 
his hat respectfully before the 
mighty utensil. ... I noted the name 
of this devout person and I am con­
vinced that, in the course of time, 
he will become a millionaire." 

Hoster filed a sexual harassment 
charge against him. Under ensuing 
pressure, she took early retirement. 

The can-do system - Germa­
ny's jobless rate swelled to 12.2 
percent in January. In east Germany, 
the figure was 18.6 percent. An of­
ficial said the numbers show "a clear 
worsening" of the unemployment 
situation and could explained only 
be partially by the cold weather. 

Tsk - Time Pentagon corre­
spondent Mark Thompson says the 
McKinney episode couldn't come 

Confess carefully -The British 
government has a bill in Parliament 
to expand police powers, including 

A murderous system - "Up to 
two million British children are suf­
fering ill health and stunted growth 

Poetic insight - The 19th Cen­
tury German poet Heinrich Heine 
described a visit to Paris banker 
James Rothschild: " ... as I was mak­
ing my way to Herr von Rothschild, 

Sold - At the grand opening of 
the San Francisco Coffin Outlet, 
Mayor Willie Brown scoffed at a 
$5,000 deluxe casket, suggesting a 
cheap pine box is sufficient. One 
coffin salesman felt he could easily 
change the mayor'smind. He'd tell 
him: "You're wearing a $2,500 suit 
and a $300 shirt and a $400 pair of 
shoes, and you're going to get bur­
ied in a box?" 

Roosevelt as a 'friend of labor' is just a myth 
Below we print an excerpt from Labor's 

Giant Step- The First Twenty Years ofthe 
CIO: 1936-55 about Franklin Roosevelt, 
president of the United States from 1933-
45. To this day he is held up by liberals, 
Stalinists, and the labor officialdom as a 
"friend of the working class." This selec­
tion from the chapter " 'New Deal'­
Myth and Fact" gives the true picture of 

BOOK OF 
THE WEEK 
what the Roosevelt admiQistration rep­
resented. It is copyright © 1964 by Path­
finder Press, reprinted with permission. 
Subheadings are by the Militant. 

BY ART PREIS 
Roosevelt's big election campaign pitch 

was "government saving." He said in his 
nomination acceptance speech of July 2, 
1932: "For three long years I have been go­
ing up and down this country preaching that 
Government - federal, state and local -
costs are too much .. .I propose to you, my 
friends, and through you, that Government 
of all kinds, big and little, be made solvent 
and that the example be set by the President 
of the United States and his cabinet." 

As for unemployment relief, he explained 
that "primary responsibility for relief rests 
with localities, now, as ever" - that is, with 
bankrupt local communities. He wound up 
with the oft-quoted declaration: "I pledge 
you, I pledge myself, to a new deal for the 
American people." 

After Roosevelt's death in 1945, his Sec­
retary of Labor Frances Perkins, in her na­
ively revealing The Roosevelt I Knew, spilled 
the beans about the "New Deal." She wrote 
that when Roosevelt took office in March 
1933, "the New Deal was not a plan with 
form or content. It was a happy phrase he 
had coined during the campaign, and its 
value was psychological. It made people feel 
better. ... 

This "happy phrase" concealed the real 
purpose of the medicine in Roosevelt's pre­
scription. He was intent on saving dying 

~aiM ~ t:Jialet Step 
THE FIRST TWENTY YEARS OF THE CIO: 
1936-55 

.Art Preis 
The story of the 
explosive labor 
struggles and 
political battles in 
the 1930s that 
built the 
industrial union. 
And how those 
union became 
the vanguard of 
a mass social 
movement that 
began transforming U.S. society. $26.95 

Available from bookstores, including those 
listed on page 12, or write ?~ 41 0 
West St., New York, NY 10014. Tel: (212) 
741-0690. Fax: 727-0150. When ordering by 
mail, please include $3 to cover shipping and 
handling. 

American capitalism and he was ready to use 
all means to that end. 

His first major official act after he took 
office on March 4, 1933, was to save the big 
banks and big depositors at the expense of 
the small banks and small depositors. His 
bank moratorium on withdrawal of deposits 
and other emergency bank measures consoli­
dated the big banks while thousands of the 
small ones never opened again or paid back 
only a fraction of deposits .... 

The picture of Roosevelt as a "friend of 
labor" giving the people concessions out of 
the tenderness of his heart- this portrait 
painted by both the conservative trade union 
officialdom and the Stalinists - is com­
pletely false. Roosevelt was a clever, adroit 
politician who carefully gauged popular sen­
timent. His slightest concession to the work­
ers was given grudgingly out of fear of the 
masses and to prevent their moving left. ... 

Paltry relief for the unemployed 
The labor leaders and liberals who have built 

up the popular myth about Roosevelt's "hu­
manitarianism" and "love for the little man," 
rest their case mainly on two claims: (1) that 
he "gave relief and jobs to the unemployed"; 
(2) that he "gave labor the right to organize." 

Let us examine his aid to the unemployed. 
Speaking of the annual average of more than 
12 million unemployed during Roosevelt's 
first term, his relief administrator and intimate 
colleague Harry L. Hopkins boasted in his 
book, Spending to Save, published in 1936, 
that "in the last three and a half years we have 
spent almost six billion dollars in helping 
these families maintain themselves." The av­
erage annual expenditure for the unemployed 
ran about $1-1/2 billion, while the total yearly 
cost of government was a little more than $7 
billion. When it came to war, however, 
Roosevelt was to spend $79 billion in 1943, 
$95 billion in 1944 and more than $100 bil­
lion in 1945. 

The Emergency Relief Act of 1933 granted 
only $500 million to the states to continue 
the starvation doles previously given some 
of the unemployed. By 1935, Roosevelt was 
to declare his intention to "get out of this busi­
ness of relief' and to abandon three-quarters 
of the unemployed to the tender mercies of 
local relief agencies without funds. 

Roosevelt's works program never provided 
jobs for more than 25% of the jobless. His 
first such program, the Civil Works Admin­
istration started in November 1933, lasted 
only three months. It paid $15 a week, with 
minimum wages of 40 cents an hour in the 
South, 45 cents in the Midwest and 60 cents 
in the Northeast. The Federal Emergency 
Relief Administration program, which got 
under way in the summer of 1934, began to 
fold up in the spring of 1935. It employed an 
average of fewer than 2,000,000 workers, at 
a wage of $12 a week. 

The peak of the work relief program was 
reached under the Works Progress Adminis­
tration (WPA). This paid the "prevailing wage 
rates" of the local communities- as low as 
$19 a month in the South and $40 a month in 
the North for common labor .... 

Throughout the entire first two terms of the 
Roosevelt administration, there were continu­
ous unemployed demonstrations, relief works 
strikes and riots. The highest relief, the most 
relief jobs and the biggest wages were in di­
rect proportion to the number of unemployed 
struggles .... 

Roosevelt's program for the unemployed 
seemed generous only by comparison with 

Hoover's. But in terms of even minimum 
subsistence standards it was, as the Unem­
ployed League put it, "not enough to live 
on and just too much to die on." 

The main prop of the Roosevelt myth is 
that he gave American labor "the right to or­
ganize."This claim is based on Section 7(a) 
inserted into Roosevelt's chief piece of early 
"stabilization" legislation, the National In­
dustrial Recovery Act, known as NRA, en­
acted in June 1933. Actually, the right to or­
ganize had been fully sanctioned in the 
Norris-LaGuardia Anti-Injunction Act of 
1932, adopted in Hoover's administration. 

To be sure, labor already had that right 
to organize - whenever it exercised the 
right and fought to maintain it. If there were 
no such right, how could the AFL have ex­
isted at all? In fact, 14 years earlier the AFL 
had organized more than four million work­
ers. Had the. workers not been ready and 
eager for organization, Section 7(a), affirm­
ing their right to organize and bargain col­
lectively and to pick their own union rep­
resentatives free from employer interfer­
ence, would have had no effect in any sense. 

The facts are that the workers were al­
ready on the move when Roosevelt took 
office and Section 7(a) was a reluctant re­
sponse to labor pressure. The same upsurge 
of protest against conditions that had swept 
Roosevelt into office was also expressed 
at the start of 1933 in the biggest strike 
wave since the early twenties. These strikes 

Picket against unemployment in front of 
WPA office in Minneapolis, 1939. 

were especially significant because many oc­
curred in unorganized, company-dominated 
basic industries, particularly auto. 

-25 AND 50 YEARS AGO---

THE MILITANT 
February 25, 1972 

The U.S. supposedly observed a 24-hour 
"cease-fire" during the Vietnamese Tet 
new-year celebration Feb. 14. Here's how: 

For four days up until the hour of the 
"cease-fire," U.S. bombers conducted the 
heaviest attacks against South Vietnam 
since June 1968. During the 24-hour 
"cease-fire" period the bombing continued 
against Laos. The hour the "cease-fire" 
ended, the bombers returned to South Viet­
nam. The Pentagon has indicated that this 
massive bombing campaign will be con­
tinued at least until President Nixon arrives 
in Peking. 

It is hard to get a precise picture of the 
extent of the renewed heavy bombing. Ac­
cording to Associated Press correspondent 
George Esper, figures released by the U.S. 
military headquarters in Saigon indicated 
"that Navy and Air Force fighter-bombers 
flew 176 strikes in South Vietnam during 
the 24 hours before dawn. B-52 heavy 
bombers added another 27 missions, the 
most flown since June, 1968. 

"This brought the total since Wednes­
day [Feb. 9] to 766 strikes, and informants 
said more raids between dawn and dusk 
today pushed the total past 800." (New York 
Post, Feb. 14,1972.) 

New York Times correspondent Craig R. 
Whitney, present at the same military brief­
ing, stated in the Feb. 15 Times that "The 
number of air strikes is the highest that the 
command has reported since it began keep­
ing such statistics in June, 1968. During the 
height of the enemy's 1968 Tet offensive, 
B-52 missions flown inside South Vietnam 

were far fewer every day .... " In other words, 
Nixon's renewed bombing of South Vietnam 
could be the heaviest in the history of the 
war. 
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February 22, 1947 
In Nashville, Tennessee, some 2,500 

white and Negro workers, representing ev­
ery union affiliation from all parts of the 
state, united in a mass march on the state 
capitol building to fight against a threatened 
open shop bill and other anti-labor laws. 

Never before has Nashville or any other 
state capitol of the labor-hating, Jim-Crow, 
Southern Bourbons witnessed such a scene. 

A four-block-long column of AFL, CIO and 
Railroad Brotherhood members, with white 
and Negro workers standing shoulder to shoul­
der, marched four-abreast behind one big ban­
ner that read: "Opposed to the Open Shop." 

From the backward South, with its tradi­
tion of anti-unionism and racial bigotry, has 
come a demonstration of labor militancy and 
solidarity that points the way for labor na­
tionally. Tennessee workers have shown in 
action the way to combat the anti-labor of­
fensive of Big Business and its Congress. 

The deep significance of the ma"rch in 
Nashville must certainly alarm the cruel 
Southern ruling class of rich industrialists 
and landowners. It is evidence that their Jim­
Crow system for dividing the workers is 
crumbling. It is a sign that a new progres­
sive force is emerging right inside the cita­
del of American reaction, the South. That 
force is the awakening Southern working 
class. 

February 24, 1997 The Militant 13 



-EDITORIALS----------

Food relief to n. Korea now! 
Working people should demand that Washington, To­

kyo, and Seoul stop using food as a weapon to starve the 
Korean people into submission,. and instead send mas­
sive aid- with no strings attached- to north Korea now. 
Natural disasters have for two years in a row ruined that 
nation's vital crops. The moves being taken by these capi­
talist powers to block any serious international assistance 
are an extension of the nearly half-century campaign to 
isolate Pyongyang and overturn that workers state. 

In the late 1940s and throughout the 1950s, following 
the second world imperialist slaughter, a series of antico­
lonial struggles erupted in Korea, China, Vietnam, and 
later Cuba. Following Tokyo's surrender to Washington 
in 1945, the Japanese rulers relinquished their control over 
Korea. Working people began setting up "people's com­
mittees" that, together with other anticolonial forces, called 
for workers' and peasants' rights. 

A government was formed with close ties to these or­
ganizations. It planned to carry out massive land reform, 
institute broad nationalizations, and expand democratic 
rights. 

Washington landed troops into southern Korea just two 
days after this government was formed, aiming to crush 
it. The U.S. imperialists informed Tokyo they would ac­
cept its surrender just south of the 38 parallel. The Mos­
cow regime headed by Joseph Stalin accepted Tokyo's 
surrender in the northern portion of Korea, agreeing to 
the national division of the peninsula as laid out by Uncle 
Sam. Korean workers, peasants, and youth, however, re­
fused to hand over their right to self-determination. And 
so in 1950 Washington, at the orders of Harry Truman, 
launched a military assault on Korea. Bombers, tanks, and 
napalm leveled Pyongyang, wiping out the infrastructure 

and killing an estimated 4 million people. 
Volunteers from the victorious Chinese revolution came 

to Korea's aid by the hundreds of thousands. Unable to 
conquer the Korean fighters, Washington established the 
38th parallel as the dividing line and constructed a wall, 
aimed at isolating workers and peasants in the north and 
south from each other. 

From that point on Washington has sought to overturn 
the workers state in the north and break the solidarity felt 
between toilers in the forcibly divided nation. Together 
with the south Korean regime, U.S. forces regularly carry 
out military exercises feigning combat with Pyongyang, 
as well as other intentional provocations. To this day 
37,000 U.S. troops sit along the dividing line to enforce 
the partition of Korea. 

Now, when working people face the onset of a pos­
sible famine, the imperialist powers would have them 
starve in an attempt to force concessions from the Demo­
cratic People's Republic of Korea. 

Yet on neither side of the 38th parallel have the Korean 
toilers been broken. The sentiment against the Seoul gov­
ernment and for unification remains, as could be seen when 
tens of thousands of south Korean workers struck earlier 
this year shouting, "Down with Kim Young-Sam!" It can 
be seen in the annual marches along Unification Road 
when Koreans from the north and south attempt to meet, 
despite Seoul's prohibitions, and in the militant strUggles 
by youth demanding a single, united country. 

Along with exposing this example of imperialism's bru­
tal nature, working people and youth the world over should 
demand of the capitalist rulers: 

Unconditional food relief to north Korea now! 
U.S. troops out of Korea! 

Support strikers in Greece 
The labor movement around the world should throw its 

support behind workers and farmers in Greece who have 
been waging militant strikes and demonstrations since last 
November to resist draconian austerity measures of the 
capitalist regime there. 

. The imperialist rulers of the countries belonging to the 
European Union - including Greek capitalists - have 
embarked on a massive austerity drive to force down wages 
and slash social entitlements of working people. Social 
programs won through bloody battles are on the chop­
ping block, under the guise of meeting the criteria for join­
ing the European Monetary Union by cutting budget defi­
cits. The various capitalist classes in Europe must carry 
out such a perspective in order to best compete with Wash­
ington - the number one European power economically 
and militarily - and also among themselves. 

Athens has set itself a particularly formidable, and most 
likely unrealizable, task: bringing its budget deficit down 
from 7.6 percent of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
to 3 percent by the year 2000, and slashing inflation now 
at 8.5 percent- three times higher than the EU average. 

Greek imperialism made its appearance relatively late 
in history. Thus it was relegated to a role as a smaller and 
weaker junior imperialist power. Despite its voracious 
appetite, it faces greater pressures due to its weakness. 

In order to overcome an almost two-decade long de­
cline in their profit rates, the capitalist rulers in Greece 
seek to expand their reach into the Balkans and the Middle 
East region. Their aggressive policies against the Yugoslav 
republic of Macedonia, Albania, Cyprus, and Turkey since 
the opening of this decade are part of this expansionism. 
Athens has allied itself with Belgrade and Moscow in the 
hopes of gaining enough of a piece of the Balkan pie to 
reverse its declining fortunes. 

Greek imperialism faces formidable obstacles in this 
endeavor. First, its bigger imperialist competitors - like 
Washington, Paris, Bonn, London, and Rome - also are 
seeking a piece of the same pie and enjoy economic and 
military superiority. Second, the recent strikes and dem­
onstrations throughout workers states in Balkans do not 
bode well for the growing Greek investments there and 
underscore how little imperialism has accomplished in 
the region. Third, the toilers in Greece itself are not will-

ing to be shafted as a meek herd of sheep. 
Athens has embarked on a more than $10 billion pro­

gram in new armaments to confront Ankara and boost its 
military might in the Balkans. Greece is one of NATO 
countries with· troops in Yugoslavia. Recent events in 
Bulgaria and Albania give Greek capitalists nightmares. 
Greece is the fifth largest foreign investor in Bulgaria. 

Greek imperialism's crumbling illusions in the Balkans 
force the employers and the government there to go after 
working people in that country harder and faster in order 
to shore up sagging profit rates. The PASOK government's 
austerity program seeks to accomplish just that. Targeted 
for cuts are social security pensions, national health sys­
tem, public education, financial benefits for families with 
many children, subsidies for farmers which help make up 
for some of the imbalance between prices and the cost of 
production, and wages and benefits such as extra pay for 
Sunday and night work. 

Workers and exploited farmers are not taking these at­
tacks lying down, though. Farmers in Thessaly have taken 
the lead through a series of mass protests. Sailors pen­
sioners, and teachers have also taken to the streets. 

Working people world wide have everything to gain in 
a victory for the embattled working farmers and striking 
workers in Greece. The farmers' demands to guarantee a 
living income and for a moratorium on debt payments are 
just. The teachers' demands for higher spending on edu­
cation and cost-of-living raises should be supported. Greek 
workers have joined millions oftheir brothers and sisters 
in France, Germany, and elsewhere who have been bat­
tling cuts in the social wage. Demands for equal rights for 
immigrants can also help build working-class solidarity. 

The workings of capitalism are bringing ruination and 
war for working people of the region. Through the battles 
unfolding in Greece today, a fighting alliance of workers 
and farmers can begin to be cemented and revolutionary 
leadership can emerge, which can be tested in battle and 
eventually lead the toilers to take political power out of 
the hands of capitalist exploiters. Such a workers' and 
farmers government would extend its hand of solidarity 
to. working people throughout the Balkans and end the 
expansionist plans of Greek imperialism and its more pow­
erful allies in the region once and for all. 

Food weapon aimed at n. Korea 
Continued from Page 7 
pressure on north Korea. 

In a statement of solidarity sent to the people of north 
Korea February 12, the Political Committee of the So­
cialist Workers Party said, "As Washington, Tokyo, and 
Seoul have once again stepped up their threats and provo­
cations against your country, our party reaffirms our soli­
darity with the Korean people's struggle for reunification 
and national sovereignty. 

"We condemn the campaign by the regime in south Ko­
rea and its masters in the United States and Japan to use 
the 'food weapon' to extract concessions from the Demo­
cratic People's Republic of Korea and to stall on imple­
mentation of agreements Washington signed with the 
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DPRK in recent years .... 
"We join with the hundreds of thousands of workers 

and students who waged heroic strikes and demonstra­
tions at the beginning of the year against Seoul's new an­
tilabor law, many of whom pressed for ending the forced 
division of Korea as part of their demands .... The new 
wave of labor resistance to the bosses' offensive in south 
Korea provoked several actions of solidarity in the United 
States - from picket lines to public forums. It is among 
the fighters who joined these actions ... as well as striking 
steelworkers and auto workers in the United States, and 
other working people resisting imperialist domination and 
capitalist exploitation around the world, that the Korean 
people will find allies." 

Germany 
Continued from Page 7 
should stress that such reforms are necessary regardless 
of a single currency in Europe to become more competi­
tive in a rapidly changing world economy." 

The interview with Tietmeyer was part of a series of 
interviews with the heads of the central banks that are at 
the heart of Europe's single currency project. The others 
were Wim Duisenberg, the head of the Dutch Central 
Bank, and Jean Claude Trichet, governor of the Bank of 
France. All three "underscored the threat of record unem­
ployment to society and the need to find practical solu­
tions independent of the Maastricht process," International 
Herald Tribune correspondent Alan Friedman wrote. 

Tietmeyer stated that rigid labor laws, collective wage 
negotiations, small gradations in wages compared to the 
United States, and high direct taxes instead of indirect 
taxes were at the heart of the economic problems in Eu­
rope. The Herald Tribune reported, "The idea of high 
wages for everyone and resistance to a more steeply var­
ied wage scale, he [Tietmeyer] noted, 'has deep roots, 
even to the French Revolution.' But the cost of keeping 
wages high even for unskilled workers in Europe 'means 
that some unskilled people are not getting an opportunity 
to get a job.' " 

Monetary union, he said, "is no panacea" for Europe's 
ills. But if the launch of the single currency is accompa­
nied by "structural reforms," then "I think there is a chance 
of having a more stable relationship with the dollar and 
the yen," the Bundesbank chief said. Tietmeyer also fa­
vored a future European central bank "independent of and 
free of political influence," theHeraldTribune stated. This 
is at odds with Paris. 

Meanwhile, Kohl's government is in increasing disar­
ray over the tax and pension reforms. Labor Minister 
Norbert Blum and Finance Minister Waigel are publicly 
quarreling over Blum's proposed changes in the pension 
system. Blum is proposing reducing benefits and raising 
new money through an increase of the value-added tax. 
Waigel's scheme is instead to start taxing some pension 
benefits. The Free Democrats, a junior partner in the rul­
ing coalition, are opposed to the tax increases. The gov­
ernment is unpopular because of the unemployment cri­
ses and the austerity measures it has implemented since 
last spring, including attempts to cut sick leave payments 
and pensions. 

Kohl's authority in the Christian Democratic Party, 
uncontested for the last 15 years, is now challenged by 
younger leaders in his own party, such as Christian Wulff 
in Lower Saxony, who has called for a cabinet reshuffle 
and Waigel's replacement. 

Labor resistance to the austerity measures, which broke 
out in the form of strikes and demonstrations last fall, is 
still there. The printers union recently held warning strikes, 
for instance, and signed a contract for its 210,000 mem­
bers on February 6 that includ~s 100 percent sick leave 
payments. 

Carl-Erik Isacsson member of the metalworkers union in 
Sodertii/je, Sweden. 

Auto parts strike 
Continued from front page 
with union members in the assembly plants. 

Union officials reported to members of UAW Local 
900, which represents the 4,000 workers at MTP, that 
negotiations had broken off with JCI the same day that 
Ford announced the plant shutdowns because the parts 
supplier refused to even offer the same pay and benefits 
they pay in an unorganized plant in Taylor, Michigan. 

With the shut down of production at its own plants and 
the breakdown of negotiations, the auto giant moved to 
find a different way to get seats. Pickets report that at 
about 2 p.m. February 9, with the help of a large contin­
gent of cops, 12 trucks loaded with seat-making machines 
rolled out of the plant. 

Workers were called back to work at MTP on the morn­
ing of February 12 to resume building trucks without seats. 
The Wall Street Journal reported that JCI moved the equip­
ment to a unionized plant in Kentucky organized by the 
United Steelworkers of America. Parts will be made there 
and shipped to JCI's major competitor in auto seat manu­
facturing, Lear, and to Ford's Chesterfield, Michigan, trim 
plant for assembly. The workers at most Lear plants and 
at the Ford location are members of the UAW. Some work­
ers at the Chesterfield plant were asked to go on a seven­
day-a-week schedule, working 12-hour shifts, even be­
fore press reports on Ford's plans. The UAW has notre­
leased a statement on its response to these latest moves to 
weaken the strike by JCI workers. 

The picket lines are firm and continue to draw solidar­
ity. Other workers visit the lines. Just hours after the trucks 
rolled out small groups of UAW Local 900 members 
stopped by after their union meeting. Students at Oberlin 
College organized a strike support meeting on February 
11 that drew about 40 students. 

On the first day back at MTP, the a big topic of discus­
sion was what Ford's moves mean for the strike at JCI 
and what should unionists in the plant do to support their 
brothers and sisters on the picket lines. 

John Sarge is a member of U AW Local900 at MTP. Kibwe 
Diarra, a UAW member in Cleveland, contributed to the 
article. 



Steelworkers keep up fight in Ontario 
This column is devoted to re­

porting the resistance by work­
ing people to the employers' as­
sault on their living standards, 
working conditions, and unions. 

We invite you to contribute 
·hort items to this column as a 

The last solidarity action, which 
drew 60-70 people was on Jan. 13, 
1997. Welcoming the support, 
striker Sam Singh, commented, "It 
will help us to stop the scabs and 
shut them down so they will nego­
tiate. The bigger the picket lines the 

ON THE PICKET LINE 

way for other fighting workers 
'\round the world to read about 
and learn from these important 
struggles. Jot down a few lines 
about what is happening in your 
union, at your workplace, or 
other workplaces in your area, in­
cluding interesting political dis­
cussions. 

SCARBOROUGH, Ontario ____:_ 
Striking Steelworkers at S.A. 

Armstrong, a pumping equipment 
manufacturer, intend to keep up 
their fight and save their union. 
Some 76 members of United Steel­
workers of America Local 6971 
have been on strike there since the 
last week of April, 1996. 

This is one of the first industrial 
fights in Ontario where the bosses 
have attempted to bust the union 
since provincial premiere Michael 
Harris passed labor laws that allow 
companies to hire replacement 
workers/scabs during a strike. 
That's why it's important that work­
.ing people stand up in solidarity 
with the strikers and help them go 
back to their jobs with their heads 
up high. So far not even a single 
unionist has crossed the picket line. 

Solidarity actions have taken place 
in support of the strikers, but there 
hasn't been a massive mobilization 
:hat could shut down the plant, bring 
the employer to the negotiating table, 
and stop its union-busting policies. 
The largest mobilizations were of a 
few hundred in October. 

better." He noted that the company's 
"pick and choose offer" of select­
ing who can return to work after the · 
strike means "if you shout too much 
on the picket line or stop the scabs 
they put a red mark under your 
name." 

"Until this fire is out we will not 
surrender," said Greg, a 28-year-old 
steelworker who has spent more 
time on the picket line than his ac­
tual employment at S.A. Armstrong. 
Pointing to a fellow striker named 
George Lion, who has six months 
before retirement and has worked 
at the plant for 32 years, Greg said, 
"His name should be in the hall of 
fame. He is such a fighter." 

Lion related, "Once at the begin­
ning of the strike I asked Charles 
Armstrong, the owner, 'Why are 
you doing this to us,' and he told 
me to go in and work. I said 'No 
way, I'm not leaving my brothers 
behind and cross the picket line.' " 
That is the average attitude and 
fighting spirit of the strikers. 

Pharmaceutical workers 
protest racist attacks 

ELIZABETH, New Jersey­
Two workers at Shering-Plough 
Corp. and one former worker led 
over a dozen supporters in a spir­
ited march through the streets of 
Elizabeth and Union, New Jersey, 
January 20 as part of ongoing pro­
tests against racist attacks at the gi-

ant pharmaceuti­
cal company. 
Eric Arnold, a 
young Black 
worker, was 
called a "stupid 
nigger" by a su­
pervisor last 
summer, and be­
gan the process 
of filing com­
plaints with the 
company and the 
state. John 
D'Orazio, who 
is white, has 
been harassed 
including receiv­
ing death threats, 
for corroborat­
ing Eric's ac­
count. Dwayne 
Ross, who was 
fired from his 
job at Shering­
Plough because 
of racism, also 
marched. Six 
workers in all 

Militant/Ali Yousefi 
Solidarity rally on Oct. 25, 1996, for S. A. Armstrong steelworkers on strike. "Until 
this fire is out we will not surrender," said a young worker on the picket line. 

have filed racial discrimination 
complaints against the company 
with the state Division on Civil 
Rights. 

One worker who joined the 
march was Leon Pearson, who 
works at D&E Foods in Elizabeth. 
He told the Militant, "I came out to 
support these guys because I was 
terminated from my job unfairly 
myself. We have to stand up and 
fight these racial attacks." 

On December 23, a noose was 
found in the maintenance area in 
Shering-Plough's Kenilworth plant 
with the handwritten words "Mon­
key Craft Bungee Jump." 

The company claimed in Novem­
ber that it does not tolerate racism, 
investigates all reported incidents, 
and punishes violators. But, ex­
plained John D'Orazio, when the 
company made that claim, it only 

opened the floodgates to dozens 
more complaints. "Close to 50 work­
ers [out of a workforce of 3,000] 
called the hot line we set up: Black, 
white, and 90 percent women," said 
Salaam Ismail, an activist who is sup­
porting the workers' fight. 

Although the company did fire 
the foreman who insulted Eric 
Arnold, other mostly middle level 
management have also been respon­
sible for racist statements and ac­
tions. "We're not in this to make a 
million dollars," D'Orazio said. 
"We want to straighten this out for 
others." Besides settlements on the 
civil rights cases, the workers are 
demanding a task force be created 
to set up guidelines and deal with 
complaints. 

The workers have been making 
their protests public, reaching out 
for support by holding press con-

ferences, and holding signs in front 
of the plant protesting the 
company's racism. They launched 
a boycott of Shering-Plough prod­
ucts on February 5, when their de­
mands were not met. Shering­
Plough produces the antihistamine 
Claritin and lntron A, which is a 
treatment for malignant melanoma 
and hepatitis C, among other prod­
ucts. For the year 1996, their earn­
ings rose 37 percent to $1.21 bil­
lion, compared to $886 million in 
1995. Shering Plough employs 
some 20,000 workers worldwide. 

Ali Yousefi, member of USWA Lo­
cal 5338 in Toronto, and Martha 
Ressler, member of the Union of 
Needletrades, Industrial and Tex­
tile Employees in Perth Amboy, 
New Jersey, contributed to this col- . 
umn. 

-LETTERS---------------------------------------
Mexico I 

Reading your article on the Mexi­
can "bailout" fostering the eco­
nomic crisis which covered the 
southern states of Guerrero, 
Oaxaca, and Chiapas. The Militant 
has covered extensively the eco­
nomic pressures put on Mexico, but 
I would like more coverage of the 
militarization of these states and the 
rest of the country being done with 
U.S. support. On my last visit to 
Mexico I was impressed by the in­
creased presence of military, police, 
and immigration officials in all the 
states that I visited. The military 
now controls three major airports. 
An incident that caught my atten­
tion when taking the bus from one 
state to another, I had to go through 
metal detectors and officers check­
ing my luggage, something that 
wasn't seen before. The government 
claims that these measures are taken 
to reduce crime and drug traffick­
itig. 
Alex Jimenez 
Tucson, Arizona 

Mexico II 
If possible, would you add 5 cop­

ies of Militant issue #6 to Tucson's 
regular bundle this week. Issue #6 
has the important article on the bail­
out of Mexico and the editorial on 
canceling Mexico's foreign debt. 
We have sold all we have. 

Tucson will join 31 other cities 
in a national protest February 14 
against U.S. aid to the militarization 
of Mexico. We would like to have 
this issue of the Militant for that 
event, as no one else is picking up 
on the connection of the pressures 
to continue to pay interest to the 
foreign debt and the militarization. 
Betsy McDonald 
Tucson, Arizona 

.... 
Ebonies debate 

The "deplorable conditions" the 
article describes in Oakland schools 
I would formulate as being caused 
by "the intensified national oppres­
sion of Blacks as a result of the 
deepening capitalist crisis." The 
article's formulation devoid of the 
term oppressed national minority, 
beclouds the article's relevant 
points and inadequately portrays the 
dynamics of Black struggle (or lack 
of it and reason for same), for start­
ers. Yes, Ebonies' usefulness in ad­
dressing the deplorable conditions 
in Oakland or anywhere else pales 
drastically in comparison to the 
slashed, already inadequate funding 
for urban Black working class 
schools creating the "deplorable 
conditions"- although Black chil­
dren are negatively stereotyped by 
the thousands every day for their use 
ofBlackEnglish. You say, "we must 
oppose any discrimination against 
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Black youth .... " It's time! 
Ebonies, which most linguists 

agree is a dialect of English, coined 
in the early 1970's, originated out 
of the 1960's Black power move­
ment, by educators, intellectuals and 
their adherents influenced Black 
nationalism. Ebonies, Africentrism, 
cries for more Black businesses, for 
buy Black campaigns, for more 
Black elected politicians, and for 
more Black private independent 
schools get their play in all Black 
classes under intensified Black na­
tional oppression. The presence of 
powerless Black elected and admin­
istrative officialdom in charge in 
Oakland, demonstrates the dead­
end strategy of buying into depen­
dent electoral capitalist politics as 
a means to challenge Black national 

. oppression put forth by the three 
petty-bourgeois political trends in 
the Black community represented 
by Louis Farrakhan, Jesse Jackson 
and the NAACP. Rather than orga-

0 
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nize mass 
based local and 
national inde-
pendent politi­
cal movements 
to put forth de­
mands for ad­
equate re­
sources and 
community 
control, affir­
mative action, 
jobs for all and 
the like, they 
join in the de­
bate. They 
have done their 
jobs by helping 
to elect Clinton 
and the local 
elected Black 
Oakland offi­
cials. 

True, "revo­
lutionary leaders who have risen 
from the ranks of the oppressed 
have never talked down to their fel­
low fighters or adapted their speech 
to sound like jargon or slang." How­
ever, all of them valued their fel­
low fighters, many who were illit­
erate or talked slang, to fight for free 
education among other things -
ask the revolutionary fighters who 

helped kick the U.S. out of Cuba 
and the valiant comrades who 
helped to bring down apartheid. The 
revolution that will be made in the 
U.S. will have a few too! 
Ken Morgan 

·Baltimore, Maryland 

The facts about Ford 
In the January-February 1997 is­

sue of the Mosaic, the glossy com­
pany magazine distributed to all the 

· employees at Ford Electronics 
where I work, plant manager Ronald 
Frisbee tries to allay the well-

founded fear of many coworkers 
about the possible loss of jobs with 
the introduction of Ford's new "lean 
and flexible" worldwide production 
system (FPS). 

Frisbee says "we should not look 
at these productivity improvements 
as eliminating jobs. Exactly the op­
posite will happen." Frisbee goes on 
to quote from Henry Ford's 1926 
book Today and Tomorrow. Ford 
wrote: "We know that these im­
provements will lessen costs and 
therefore widen markets and make 
more jobs at higher wages." Frisbee 
concludes, " ... we need to continue 
to adopt this philosophy from 1926. 
Our future depends on it!" 

Six years after Ford wrote these 
words, according to the February 
10, 1997, Militant, over 3,000 laid 
off Ford workers in Detroit demon­
strated for jobs in March 1932 dur­
ing the Great Depression. Four were 
killed by cops and Ford security 
guards. The same issue of the Mili­
tant reports that on January 23, 
1997 hundreds of Ford workers 
marched on company offices in 
London, England to protest the 
threatened layoffs of 1,300 work­
ers at a Ford factory near Liverpool. 

This shows you can't get the facts 
we need from brain-numbing com­
pany propaganda. But we can get 
them from the Militant. 
John Steele 
Toronto, Ontario 

The letters column is an open 
forum for all viewpoints on sub­
jects of general interest to our 
readers. Please keep your letters 
brief. Where necessary they will 
be abridged. Please indicate if 
you prefer that your initials·be 
used rather than your full name. 
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Greece: teachers, sailors, working 
farmers rebel against austerity 
BY BOBBIS MISAILIDES 
AND GEORGES MEBRABIAN 

ATHENS, Greece- For an entire month 
thousands of public employees and other 
workers have participated in strikes and al­
most daily rallies and demonstrations at the 
center of Athens, the capital of Greece. Feb­
ruary 9 also marked the 14th day of nation­
wide farm protests. 

Workers and farmers are resisting draco­
nian austerity measures that the capitalist 
government of the social democratic 
Panhellenic Socialist Movement (PASOK), 
headed by Prime Minister Constantino& 
Simftis, is trying to impose through the 1997 
budget. The measures include cuts in social 
services, a wage freeze, and cuts in hiring 
throughout the public sector. 

In the face of the government's unyield­
ing stance, high school teachers decided on 
February 5 to continue indefinitely their na­
tionwide strike. The walkout entered its 
fourth week. Two days earlier, teachers at 
elementary schools joined the strike, shut­
ting classrooms across the country. Nearly 
7 5 percent of teachers across the country are 
now on strike. 

The teachers are demanding increases in 
the monthly salary of new hires, ranging 
from 50,000 to 75,000 drs (260 drachmas= 
US$1), and pay raises according to senior­
ity. The strikers are also demanding jobs for 
the thousands of unemployed teachers, low­
ering the number of students to 25 per class 
room, and raising national spending for 
public education to 15 percent of the na­
tional budget. 

The strike was called by the Federation 
of Elementary School Teachers (ELME) 
and the Federation of Secondary School 
Teachers (OLME). It has the active support 
of the Panhellenic Union of Unemployed 
Teachers (PEAE). 

On February 5 teachers participated in 
one of their biggest demonstrations in the 
last 15 years. They were joined by many of 
their students who marched in solidarity. 
The protesters marched to the prime 
minister's office to present their demands. 

Hundreds of cops attacked the demonstra­
tors and arrested two of the striking union­
ists. Among the most popular slogans pro­
testers chanted was, "No more mockery! 
The strike can't be broken with 15,000 drs." 
The teachers were referring to the last offer 
for a salary raise by the government, which 
would mean a substantial decline in real 
wages due to high inflation. 

The 11-day seamen's strike 
Three weeks earlier, thousands of mer­

chant marine sailors participated in their 
longest strike in decades. The militant walk­
out started January 12 and lasted 11 days. 
Sailors managed to hold ships tied up in 
Pireaus, Patra, and other major ports across 
the country by organizing sit-ins inside the 
vessels. The Panhellenic Seamen's Federa­
tion (PNO), which called the strike, has 
30,000 members. 

Central to the sailors' demands were so­
cial security pensions equivalent to 80 per­
cent of wages and demands for tax breaks. 

The Greek merchant marine fleet is 
among the largest in the world with 3,246 
vessels. Of them, only 1,766 fly the Greek 
flag. Many of the workers are from the Phil­
ippines, Pakistan, and other countries. These 
workers have the worst jobs, are paid lower 
wages, and don't receive health or other ben­
efits. The PNO leadership has done nothing 
to organize the immigrant seamen or fight 
for any of the rights of the foreign-born 
workers. Instead, it blames them for the mass 
layoffs by the ship owners and over the years 
has fought to protect "Greek jobs." This 
demand of the PNO leadership undercut la­
bor solidarity during the strike. 

As in other strikes and protests, the gov­
ernment responded by using its arsenal of 
antilabor laws and a massive police force 

More than 6,000 farmers (inset) were joined by striking teachers, construction work­
ers, and others in a protest rally against government austerity in the town of 
Microthebes, central Greece, February 9. Above, a few days earlier, farmers drive 
tractors through river in Thessaly to evade police and set up roadblocks on highway. 

to break the strike. About 3,000 cops sur­
rounded the port of Pireaus on the night of 
January 20. Pireaus is the largest port of 
Greece and was the center of the nationwide 
strike. While the cops were assaulting the 
workers, Minister of Merchant Marine 
Stavros SourruUcis ordered the sailors to end 
their strike in two hours. 

The sailors stood firm waging pitched 
battles with the cops. By 3:00a.m. the next 
day they successfully repelled the police 
efforts to break their walkout. The ship 
owners cut off electricity and food served 
to the strikers on many boats. The employ­
ers also took the sailors' union to the court. 
On January 22, the court declared the strike 
illegal and announced that if the walkout 
continued 14 PNO leaders would face fines 
and jail sentences. 

Under these pressures, a majority of the 
PNO Executive Committee decided to ac­
cept the government's last offer. The vote 
was 9-6 in favor of ending the strike. Dur­
ing the debate in the PNO executive, around · 
300 sailors gathered outside the union head­
quarters and chanted slogans supporting the 
continuation of the strike. They reflected the 
determination of many seamen. 

The government agreed to collaborate 
with the ship owners and the PNO leader­
ship in the hiring process to "protect Greek 
jobs." For this year, pensions will be paid 
at 58 percent of wages, and sailors will also 
receive tax breaks of 4-6 percent. 

Working farmers battle the police 
In the middle of this labor unrest, 

Thessaly cotton farmers relaunched their 
mass mobilizations for two weeks. Convoys 
of thousands of tractors began moving to­
ward different points of the main north­
south national highway February 4. Their 
stated aim was to shut down traffic between 
Athens and the northern city of 
Thessalonfki, the country's second largest 
city. In December, the farmers closed the 
country's major highways with roadblocks 
for 25 days. They took down their block­
ades prior to the Christmas holidays and 
gave the government a notice that they 
would be back. 

The farmers are demanding higher prices 
for their products to cover costs and guar­
antee them a living income; a three-year 
moratorium on interest payments on their 
debts, and decrease in the interest rates for 
new loans; cuts in fuel and power costs for 
cultivation; lower value added taxes (VAT); 
and compensation of up to 90,000 drs per 

strema (1/4 acres) of land to cover dam­
ages to their crops. 

A public prosecutor issued a ban at the 
beginning of February on the "concerted 
movement of agricultural vehicles on the 
national road," thus in one stroke of the pen 
making the protest movement's tactic ille­
gal and giving the government the legal 
cover to assault the mobilizations. 

The PASOK regime mobilized 6,000 
cops to prevent the farmers from carrying 
out their protests. According to the Febru­
ary 5 Athens News, a cat and mouse game 
ensued for hours between the organized 
farm movement and the vast police forces. 
"Farmers used CB radios and dummy con­
voys to keep the pursuing police on their 
toes. At one point tractors turned the tables 
and blocked a police van convoy from 
reaching one intersection. 

"By nightfall some 2,000 tractors lined 
up at Drougos, a village south of Larissa, 
on the old national road. The Thessaly farm­
ers appeared determined to set up their base 
there, setting up tarpaulin shacks, lighting 
fires and breaking out the tsipouro, the lo­
cal spirit, to face the cold outside." 

Ethnik6s Kfrix (National Tribune), a 
Greek-language conservative daily pub­
lished in New York, described in detail some 
of the battles these farmers waged with the 
police on their way. The 2,000 tractors were 
preceded by 500 private cars. "When they 
reached the village of New Monastfri," the 
paper said in its February 7 issue, "they met 
a police roadblock. Seeing the tractors, the 
police tried to place three police cars across 
the highway to prevent the farmers from 
going through. 

"The farm convoy stopped 50 meters in 
front of the police cars and dozens of farm­
ers got out of their tractors and cars. They 
threw themselves on the police vehicles, lit­
erally lifting them in the air, with the police 
officers inside, and placing them on the side 
of the road. In a climate of general enthusi­
asm, the tractors went through and contin­
ued on their way to Farsala." 

Over the next days the farmers' "guer­
rilla" actions continued as tractors crossed 
fields and rivers to out maneuver the vast 
police force arrayed against them. Repeated 
short closures of the road continued into the 
weekend. 

On February 7, thousands of police, sur­
rounded 1 ,500 tractors the farmers had left 
on the Athens-Thessalonfki national high­
way and, in the presence of public prosecu­
tors, deflated all the tires and arrested the 
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small fanners guard present. 
The government then announced it may 

confiscate all vehicles involved in these 
actions. Most farmers had left for nearby 
villages the night before due to exception­
ally bitter cold. Two days later the farmers 
discovered that many of their tractor tires 
were not just deflated, but slashed, lights 
and windows were broken, and some en­
gines were damaged by mixing sugar with 
fuel. Farm leaders said those affected will 
file suits for compensation by the govern­
ment. Nine government ministers were dis­
patched to the countryside in a government 
propaganda campaign to slander and demo­
bilize the movement. 

Government wages war on farmers 
Despite all the threats by the government, 

the farm movement in Thessaly was gain­
ing steam in the days leading up to the lat­
est flare-up. During a visit to the region on 
February 1, Militant reporters witnessed 40 
to 50 tractors assembling at each of the vil­
lages in the Thessaly plains that we trav­
eled through. 

The well organized and determined farm­
ers succeeded in cutting the national high­
way at three locations for one hour each and 
then retreated. Farm leader Yiatutis Patakis 
is quoted in the February 5 Athens News 
stating, "We are in control- we can block 
the roads any time we want." 

The government took a tough line refus­
ing to negotiate on any of the farmers' de­
mands unless they suspended their . street 
protests. The Simftis administration has 
used extensive red baiting in an attempt to 
cut across sympathy for the farmers' plight. 

The January 27 daily Nea reported that 
Agriculture Minister Stefanos Tzoumakas 

· stated that the protesting farmers are being 
manipulated by the Communist Party of 
Greece (KKE) and the opposition conser­
vative party New Democracy. 

Tzoumakas told the January 28 Athens 
News, "What we are saying is that the time 
has come to do what needs to be done to 
make Greek agriculture viable. Some, 
mainly the KKE, say there is a directive 
from the European Union to reduce the ag­
ricultural population of our country. But 
everyone from Marx to Friedman will tell 
you that agricultural production can not sur­
vive with plots of land less than 10 stremas 
[2.5 acres]. Do you know how many such 
farms we have in Greece? Four hundred 
thousand." 

1be government has made clear that it 
intends to use its policies, and the normal 
workings of capitalism - debt slavery and 

· the gap between prices and cost of produc­
tion most working farmers face -to drive 
tens of thousands of small farmers off the 
land. 

In a visit to the agricultural town of 
Kardftsa in the cotton region of Thessaly, 
this point became clear to Militant report­
ers. The towns people milling in the streets 
and cafes, or strolling the squares and al­
leys, were in their big majority middle aged 
or older people or children. Few young 
adults could be seen anywhere, as many 
have had to leave for jobs in the big urban 
centers such as Athens. 

The outcome of the struggle is not deter­
mined yet, however. On February 7, about 
2,000 construction workers marched toward 

·the Greek parliament in the center of Ath­
ens in solidarity with the farmers. They 
clashed with the police who prevented them 
from approaching parliament. Striking 
teachers, construction workers, small busi­
nessmen and others joined more than 6,000 
farmers at a rally in the central square of 
Microthebes, Thessaly, February 9. There, 
farm leaders announced they were suspend­
ing their strike and attempted roadblocks to 
see if the government would negotiate with 
them. They set early March as the deadline 
for reinitiation of the struggle if talks fail. 
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