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S.F. strikers win

victory for all labor
BART workers push back two-tier pay

BY NORTON SANDLER
AND ASKIA TOURE

SAN FRANCISCO — “We
raised the bar for all workers
by winning this strike,” Steve
Gilbert told the Militant. “The
fact that we ended the two-tier
system and won the wage gains
we did sends a message to
other workers that they can win
some gains too, if they fight.”
Gilbert has worked for six
years as a mechanic at Bay
Area Rapid Transit (BART).

Some 2,500 Bay Area tran-
sit workers who are members
of the Service Employees In-
ternational Union (SEIU), the
Amalgamated Transit Workers
Union (ATU), and American
Federation of State, County,
and Municipal Employees
(AFSCME) stood up to a care-
fully orchestrated and high-
pitched campaign in the big
business press and broadcast
media here to-score some solid
gains during their week-long strike, which
ended on September 13.

Workers began returning to their jobs
immediately after the tentative settlement
was announced and trains began running

Transit workers picket in San Francisco’s financial district during strike agamét rail boss

again September 15.

A ratification vote by the membership of
the two unions is scheduled for Septem-
ber 19.

Sinn Fein joins talks

BY JAN GRANT
AND TONY HUNT

LONDON — A new phase in the struggle
for Irish freedom opened September 15,
when the London government finally en-
tered formal negotiations that include Sinn
Fein, the leading party fighting for an end
to British colonial rule in Ireland. This was
the first time since the partition of Ireland
in 1921 that the British imperialists had en-
gaged in such talks. Sinn Fein’s involvement
comes 15 months after the present series of
talks began.

The following day, a 400-pound bomb
exploded outside the police station in a the
town of Markethill, in County Armagh. The
Ulster Unionist Party, (UUP) the largest of
the loyalist (pro-British) parties who had up
to that point refused to join the talks, seized
on this as a pretext to call for Sinn Fein to
be excluded. The Irish Republican Army
(IRA), which has observed a cease-fire since
July 20, immediately denied responsibility
for the attack.

Sinn Fein president Gerry Adams said the
explosion was regrettable, but should not be

The strike began September 7, when a
“cooling-off” period mandated by Califor-
nia Governor Peter Wilson ended and the

Continued on Page 12

on Ireland

used as an excuse for the Unionists to stay
out of the talks.

Following the explosion, the talks were
adjourned for the day by their chairperson,
former U.S. senator George Mitchell.

In a statement at the opening of the talks
Adams, who led the Sinn Fein delegation,
said, “We are here as an Irish republican
party. We do think this could be the begin-
ning of the end of conflict on this island if
the political will is there to build agreement,
and we certainly have that will.

“We think the logic for a small island like
this and for 5 million people is to have the
unity and independence of Ireland,” he con-
tinued. “That issue is on the agenda because
we put it there.” In addition to the Sinn Fein
delegation, representatives of the Irish Gov-
ernment, the British Government, the So-
cial Democratic and Labour Party (SDLP),
Alliance Party, and the Women’s Coalition
were also represented.

Divisions among Unionist parties

Bitter divisions are wracking the Union-
ist parties — so called because they favor
the continued “union” of Northern Ireland
with Britain. The Ulster Unionist Party
(UUP) stayed away from the talks when they
opened. David Trimble, leader of the UUP,
issued a statement saying that given certain
conditions he intended to participate “as
soon as possible.” The UUP leadership in-
stead met leaders of two smaller loyalist
groups, the Progressive Unionist Party
(PUP), and the Ulster Democratic Party
(UDP), which have links with rightist ter-
ror gangs the Ulster Volunteer Force (UVF)
and Ulster Defence Association (UDA) re-

Continued on Page 14
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Bosnia vote
takes place
under

NATO guns

BY MAURICE WILLIAMS

NATO officials hailed the recent sham
elections held in 142 Bosnian municipali-
ties as a success. Bosnian residents voted as
NATO troops in armored personnel carriers
and helicopters patrolled the region, part of
the 36,000-strong U.S.-led occupation force.
U.S. Gen. Wesley Clark warned ahead of
time that the military operation “has the
authority and capability to use lethal force”
against violent disrupters. “Should it be so
threatened, it will use that force,” he de-
clared.

The September 13—14 balloting was or-
ganized by the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and other
imperialist representatives, who controlled
the electoral process and must certify the
results. These officials warned residents that
communities that do not accept the election
results will have sanctions imposed on them.

The elections were considered a fake by
many people in the area. “This is a farce,”
said Vaskrsije Kusmuk, a 65-year-old resi-
dent in Pale. “If this was really a democratic
election we would not have these foreign
planes and these foreign tanks rolling
through our streets.”

Some refugees who were driven from
their homes during the 1992-95 war re-
turned to vote.

Leaders of the Bosnian Serb Democratic
party and the Bosnian Croatian Democratic
Union spoke of boycotting the polls. Both
organizations dropped such threats after

Continued on Page 14

5,000 rally
in Texas for
affirmative
action

BY LEA SHERMAN

HOUSTON — In response to mounting
attacks on affirmative action, some 5,000
students and others demonstrated at the
University of Texas at Austin September 16.
Hundreds of students also held a sit-in at
the law school after the rally. The protest
came amid a growing fury over remarks
made by Lino Graglia, a tenured university
law professor, against affirmative action.

Graglia spoke at a September 10 press
conference launching a student group that
supports the Hopwood decision, a court rul-
ing that overturned affirmative action pro-
grams at the University of Texas (UT).
“Blacks and Mexican-Americans are not
academically competitive with whites in
selective institutions,” the professor de-
clared. “It is the result primarily of cultural
effects. They have a culture that seems not
to encourage achievement. Failure is not
looked upon with disgrace.”

The debate on affirmative action has been
heating up as the impact of the Hopwood
decision has become clear. The case was
originally filed as a challenge to affirmative
action policies in admissions at the law
school. Since implementing the court rul-

Continued on Page 11

Sterilization policy sparks debate in Sweden — page 6




Japan GDP plummets

The gross domestic product (GDP) of
Japan dropped 2.9 percent in the three
months ending June 30. This represents an
annualized rate of decline of 11.2 percent —
the fastest drop since the 1974 worldwide
recession. Shimpei Nukaya, administrative
vice-minister of Tokyo’s Economic Planning
Agency, said the decline would make it dif-
ficult to meet the government’s goal of 1.9
percent growth in GDP for the fiscal year
ending March 31, 1998.

Seoul bails out collapsing banks

The Bank of Korea announced Septem-
ber 8 it would pour $2.2 billion into the sink-
ing Korea First Bank and other banks in an
effort to prevent a major currency crisis.
Korea First got a $1.1 billion, one-year loan
at below-market interest rates. This is the
fourth bailout in the history of the central
bank. Park Ung-suh, president of the
Samsung Economic Research Institute said,
“Government support for the bank is abso-
lutely necessary to avoid financial panic.”
The banking crisis has been fueled by the
bankruptcy or collapse of five major indus-
trial conglomerates this year, which resulted
in bank-issued rescue plans of billions of
dollars.

Volvo halts Thai auto plant

The Swedish auto company Volvo AB has
halted production at its assembly plant in
Thailand for at least 10 weeks, citing insta-
bility from the devaluation of the Thai baht
and other currencies in the region. About 120
workers will be laid off. Meanwhile, the
Japanese automakers Toyota Motor Corp.,
Isuzu Motor Ltd., and Honda Motor Co.
have all announced price increases on their
vehicles sold in Thailand of between 3 and
5 percent, also citing the baht’s plunge. A
spokesman for Toyota speculated that the
overall Thai market for vehicles would
shrink by at least 15 percent in 1997.

Amoco deal for Russia oil falters

The U.S. oil giant Amoco invested $100
million over four years in an oil deal with
the Russian company Yukos. But on Sep-
tember 10 Alexander Golubovich, deputy
chairman of Yukos, told investors that his
company had “no relationship” with Amoco.

A woman joiné Augt 30 march in Satigo, Ch
thousands of people who were ‘“disappeared” during the dictatorship of Gen.
Augusto Pinochet. Sign reads: “Your son comes home. Mine does not.”

ile, organized by the families of

Yukos, one of Russia’s largest oil compa-
nies, had entered non-government-approved
negotiations with Amoco to develop the 4
billion barrel Priobskoye field in Siberia.
Amoco says it is entitled to at least half the
oil, and threatened to take unspecified ac-
tion against Yukos. This is the second ma-
jor U.S.-Russian oil venture to go sour in
recent months. In August, the Russian gov-
ernment nixed an agreement won by Exxon
Corp. to develop oil fields in the Russian
Far North.

Hungary delays NATO vote

Hungarian prime minister Gyula Horn
announced September 8 that two national
referenda scheduled for November 16 would
be pushed back a few weeks. The first vote
will be to decide if Hungary should join
NATO. The second referendum is on
whether Hungarian companies will be able
to own arable land, and whether foreign en-
tities should have that right. At present only
Hungarian individuals and cooperatives can
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own tillable land. Companies inside the
country and foreign entities only have ac-
cess through renting.

Germany: joblessness rises again

Working people in Germany faced 11.4
percent unemployment in August, with the
number of jobless rising by 49,000 from the
previous month and reaching a post-World
War II record. In eastern Germany unem-
ployment hit 18.3 percent, compared with
15 percent a year ago. West German unem-
ployment rose to 9.7 percent.

At the same time, wages grew by a mere
1 percent in the second quarter, slower than
any year on record, said Credit Suisse in
London. Germany’s gross domestic product
actually grew at a rate of 2.9 percent in the
second quarter, but Bundesbank council
member Hans-Juergen Krupp warned that
it would be “foolish” to characterize the
Germany economy as recovered.

U.S. gov’t threatens CARICOM

Representatives from the various Carib-
bean countries were invited to a breakfast
meeting in Washington D.C. to discuss hemi-
spheric trade and economic issues, “but
when we got there the main purpose was to
threaten us with sanctions if Cuba became a
member of CARICOM [Caribbean Commu-
nity],” the August 19 Carib News quoted an
unnamed Barbados official as saying. U.S.
Rep. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen “simply walked
in and launched into anti-Cuban speech.”

Ros-Lehtinen and other legislators have
introduced a bill stating that any government
that uses its voice or vote to support Cuba’s
membership into CARICOM or the Central
American Common Market, or even “enters
into negotiation ... towards a free trade area

agreement” with the Havana, “would lose
duty free access of its products to the U.S.
market.” Ros-Lehtinen took it a step further
by dropping each CARICOM member a let-
ter saying that repercussions for such deal-
ings would be felt “individually and as a unit;
politically and economically; in the hemi-
sphere and globally; in the court of public
opinion and in real terms.”

House backs anti-immigrant bill

On September 5 the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives voted 261-150 in favor of a
measure to include the deployment 10,000
troops along the U.S. border with Mexico
in the 1998 defense bill. The measure, in-
troduced by Democratic Congressman
James Traficant, is supposedly aimed at
fighting drug trafficking and illegal immi-
gration. California Republican representa-
tive Brian Bilbray also backed the measure
as a way to guard against “drugs and the vio-
lent activity that is going on along the bor-
der.”

The $650 million project is opposed by
the U.S. Defense Department and the Jus-
tice Department, who argue for hiring more
border cops instead. The Immigration and
Naturalization Service already plans to beef
up the nearly 7,000-strong Border Patrol by
5,000 over the next five years. Meanwhile,
the Clinton administration has proposed
doubling citizenship application fees from
$95 to $200 or more.

Sheriff: prison tents for juveniles

Maricopa County sheriff Joe Arpaio, who
has earned a reputation for brutal conditions
in his county jail in Arizona, now plans to
imprison juveniles in outdoor army tents and
put them on chain gangs. The tents can reach
up to 122 degrees. Inmates there are fed
green bologna and denied warm lunches, soft
drinks, cigarettes, and movies. Prisoners are
issued pink underwear and are paraded
through the town in striped uniforms on
chain gangs. Lt. Nick Larkin, a supervisor
at the jail told reporters, “We don’t correct
anybody, we don’t train, we don’t teach, we
don’t rehabilitate, We just lock your a —
up.” There have been three inmate deaths
reported as suicides at that prison in 1997.

‘Ban all mines but ours’

U.S. officials at an international confer-
ence in Oslo, Norway, negotiating a ban on
antipersonnel land mines argued that Wash-
ington should be partially exempted. Del-
egates from more than 100 countries are
participating in the talks. The U.S. govern-
ment proposed that it continue to deploy land
mines on the Korean peninsula. Some
37,000 U.S. troops are based in south Ko-
rea, enforcing the division of north and south
Korea. Washington also wants an exemption
for its antitank weapons, which have anti-
personnel devices. According to the Finan-
cial Times, Clinton administration officials
say they are committed to a ban that recog-
nizes U.S. “global security responsibilities.”

— BRIAN TAYLOR
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Ontario workers
force boss to bargain

BY JOANNE PRITCHARD

TORONTO — “We won,” said Joe
Horvath, a millwright at PC World. “And if
we don’t get what we want in the bargain-
ing we’ll close them down again.” This was
in response to the announcement by Basil
Hargrove, president of the Canadian Auto
Workers (CAW) that the company had
agreed to go back to the bargaining table
after locking out employees for eight
months. The company is demanding pay
cuts of up to Can$4 an hour from the work-
ers, who manufacture circuit boards.

The victory followed four days of mass
picketing of PC World by hundreds of CAW
members from across Ontario, protesting the
use of replacement workers to keep produc-
tion going. Cindy Brenner from the Ford
plant in Windsor said that when they heard
workers had occupied the PC World plant
on Monday, September 8, she and her co-
workers couldn’t stay away. “We have to
hit the nail on the head — if they get away
with scabs here, they’ll get away with scabs
all over Canada,” Brenner declared.

This reporter was among those who mo-
bilized outside the plant. There were tense
moments on the picket line, as we expected
the police to try and remove us. It wasn’t
until Tuesday afternoon, however, that the
sheriff came to tell us that the company had
won a court injunction ordering us to va-
cate the plant and placing a total ban on
picketing. The protesters were advised that
anyone carrying sticks without signs would

Debate over

BY BRIAN TAYLOR

On September 16 the Clinton adminis-
tration presented its proposal to renew leg-
islation giving the president the ability to
draft trade deals that must be voted up or
down by Congress without amendment.
This “fast track” approval has become the

subject of much debate in Congress and in

the big-business press.

The proposal would renew powers that
had been available to U.S. presidents from
1974 — 1994. The White House argues that
this would give the president freer rein to
use Washington’s economic muscle to ex-
tend the North American Free Trade Agree-
ment (NAFTA), without trade pacts getting
bogged down in Congress. The aim of
NAFTA, which Congress approved in 1993,
was to consolidate U.S. dominance over its
weaker imperialist rival in Canada and to
intensify the exploitation of Mexican labor
and resources by U.S. capital.

Lee Hamilton, a Democratic congress-
man from Indiana, stated, “Fast track is not
just about trade, it is about U.S. leadership
and influence in the world.”

The governments of a number of
semicolonial countries in South America
have tried to strengthen their position to deal
with Washington and other imperialist pow-
ers through formations such as the Mercosur
trade block, which includes Brazil, Argen-
tina, Uruguay, and Paraguay. Mercosur has
already been approached by the European
Union (EU) about forming a “free trade”
alliance, and is looking to expand to include
other Latin American economies.

The result of delaying fast track legisla-
tion is that “the U.S. is losing leverage in
hemispheric free trade talks,” wrote Robert
Mosbacher in the September 12 issue of The
Wall Street Journal. Mosbacher, who is the
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be considered armed and would be arrested.

The unionists put out a call to beef up the
picket lines. CAW members from de
Havilland rushed back to their plant to leaf-
let the day shift and ask workers to join us.
Later on that evening a busload of workers
from the Lear Seating plant in Ajax walked
off the line to reinforce us.

Through the evening hundreds of police
mobilized. The riot squad was there with
their shields, clubs, horses, and police wag-
ons. They had cordoned off the area sur-
rounding the plant, where the crowd had
grown to more than 500. We expected an
attack at any moment. Then CAW officials
negotiated a deal by which the 40 people
occupying the plant would vacate it and the
police agreed not to arrest anyone. We con-
tinued the picketing off company property
for another 48 hours.

On Thursday afternoon, September 11,
the sheriff arrived to read us another injunc-
tion. Pickets chanted “No more scabs” to
drown him out. The police had again mobi-
lized. A small squad of about 10 cops
marched from across the street where the
police were stationed and tried to escort
unionists away from the plant. Pickets stood
their ground and chanted “No more scabs.”
At this point the police retreated to regroup,
as the tactic of peacefully escorting us off
the property had not been too fruitful. The
pickets had a meeting to reaffirm that we
needed to remain cool.

In the meantime Hargrove arrived and

Crisis grows for Tel Aviv

Israeli prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu faces growing crisis as Palestinians
continue to resist attacks by the Zionist regime. When Israeli settlers took over
a house in a Palestinian neighborhood in Jerusalem September 16, Netanyahu
was compelled to declare that the action was not Tel Aviv’s policy. Meanwhile,
Israeli forces continue to crack down in Arab areas. Above, Palestinian youth
argues with Israeli border guard at a checkpoint in Jerusalem September 8.

announced that we had forced the employer
back to the bargaining table and that the only
outstanding issue was the question of wages.
We were to dismantle the picket lines and
the employer had agreed that there would
be no production as the bargaining took
place. If the two sides could not come to an
agreement, then the matter would be re-
ferred to binding arbitration.

While some in the crowd protested the

possibility of the fight going to an arbitra-
tor, most people thought this was a big vic-
tory. PC World striker Rakesh Oberoi made
the point, “We’re not willing to accept wage
cutbacks, we’ll be out on the picket lines
again if we don’t get what we want.”

Joanne Pritchard is a CAW member and the
Communist League candidate for mayor of
Toronto.

trade law heats up in U.S. Congress

chairman of a business organization called
Council of the Americas, warned, “The fail-
ure of the U.S. to secure fast-track leaves
open the distinct possibility that the agenda
and timetable for these talks will be domi-
nated by other countries.”

By and large, the Republican majority in
the House and Senate supports uncondi-
tional fast track authority. Clinton has also
been able to muster support from some
Democrats, such as Rep. Calvin Dooley of
California. Dooley, a founder of the New
Democratic Coalition, argues that the
president’s proposal will spur growth in
exports. Senate minority leader Thomas
Daschle also supports Clinton’s position.

The trade legislation is opposed by House
minority leader Richard Gephardt and many
other Democratic politicians, as well as trade
union officials who argue that the agree-

ments have no provisions to prevent other
countries from undercutting U.S. products
by employing cheaper labor, and less work-
place regulations from environmental to
health questions. Gephardt, who is promot-
ing himself as the “fair trade” advocate, is a
likely contender for the Democratic nomi-
nation against Vice President Albert Gore
in the next presidential elections. These
politicians have been pressing Clinton to
add a provision in the fast track legislation
that requires a certain level of environmen-
tal, and workplace conditions as part of trade
deals.

In a mild concession to this wing of the
president’s party, the September 16 White
House proposal listed “workers rights and
environmental protection” as “negotiating
objectives” that Washington would suppos-
edly pursue through the World Trade Orga-

nization. This seems unlikely to resolve the
debate, however.

U.S. representative and seated Republi-
can Party conference chair John Boehner
said that Clinton’s wavering position has
prospects for approval “sliding in a hurry.”
An editorial that appeared in the Septem-
ber 10 Financial Times speaking against
adding provisions onto fast track legislation
stated, “Mr. Clinton, who supported such
demands two years ago, should now drop
them.”

A smaller layer of Republican congress-
men oppose the fast track proposals, echo-
ing the “America first” arguments put for-
ward by ultrarightist Patrick Buchanan in
the presidential election. Rep. Robert Barr
from Georgia, for instance, said he opposes
the legislation because NAFTA is respon-
sible for loss of U.S. jobs.

Leaders of revolt cleared in Papua New Guinea

BY DOUG COOPER

SYDNEY, Australia — In a victory for
democratic rights August 29, all charges
were dropped against four civilian leaders
of the March 17-26 mass protests in Papua
New Guinea sparked by a mutiny among
big sections of the PNG Defence Force.

Demonstrations by youth, students, rank-
and-file soldiers, workers, and shantytown
dwellers forced then prime minister Julius
Chan to step aside pending an inquiry into
the hiring of foreign mercenaries.

Chan, his stand-in replacement, and many
other Cabinet ministers lost their seats in
the June national parliamentary election.

Jonathan O’ata, national general secre-
tary of the PNG Watch Council; John Napu
and John Kawowo, leaders of Melanesian
Solidarity (MelSol); and Powes Parkop, a
lawyer and leader of the Individual and
Community Rights Advocacy Forum
(ICRAF), faced a range of “unlawful assem-
bly” charges stemming from the March pro-
tests. In a sign of the government’s weak-
ness, however, court proceedings were post-
poned numerous times since the arrests in
early May.

Offices of the three groups were raided
by cops and files and records were confis-
cated on May 5. In recent years, the groups
have been prominent in leading protests
with others against the previous
government’s deep-going austerity pro-
gram, the mushrooming debt to the imperi-
alist banks, and moves to register land held
communally — the great majority of the

country’s land area — as the first step to be
able to commodify it.

In a May 13 statement Parkop explained,
“These charges are really an attack on [the]
constitutional right to free speech, free as-
sociation and free assembly. These consti-
tutional rights and freedoms will be mean-
ingless if the police are successful in the
prosecution of this matter.”

Protests condemn

BY MAURICE WILLIAMS

Haitian protesters held demonstrations
against the government and UN person-
nel for two days in Montrouis after an
estimated 245 people drowned when a
ferry boat capsized. The vessel toppled
over September 8 as passengers tried to
keep it from tilting as it approached the
beach. The boat began swaying when
people prepared to leave for rowboats
to take them ashore. Survivors of the di-

saster said about 700 people were

crammed on the ferry, which had no life
jackets. Some of the doors were bolted
shut, trapping hundreds of people inside
as water gushed through.

The tragedy — the sixth such ferry di-
saster in Haiti in the last five years — is
considered the worst in Haiti since 1993,
when the Neptune sank carrying 1,000
people, and as many as 700 drowned.

On August 29 Parkop said the prosecu-
tor “simply did not have any evidence” and
noted, “The case itself was more political
than anything else. They did not have a case
from the beginning.”

Doug Cooper is a member of the Austra-
lian Manufacturing Workers' Union in
Sydney.

drowning in Haiti

More than 100 people died when a boat
sank in March last year.

There are virtually no regulations of
routes and vessels by the Haitian gov-
ernment and for years residents in
Montrouis have demanded the regime
build a pier for passengers to walk safely
ashore. Ferry travel is the only means of
transportation to certain parts of the
country for many Haitians because of
bad or nonexistent roads.

Finance Minister Frederick Joseph
said building a dock would cost $1 mil-
lion, “but our resources are limited.”
Meanwhile, imperialist financial institu-
tions have blocked sending hundreds of
millions of dollars of international aid
while pressing the Haitian government
to implement demands to sell off state-
owned enterprises and other “reform ini-
Hatives.”
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Fund helps get French titles
into hands of workers, youth

BY DEBORAH LIATOS

NEW YORK — “We are making avail-
able to French-speaking workers and youth
internationally the lessons of the commu-
nist movement in North America in build-
ing parties of industrial workers over the last
two decades,” explained Michel Prairie,
editor of Le visage changeant de la politique
aux Etats-Unis.

Prairie made his comments as the freshly
edited manuscript for Pathfinder’s upcom-
ing French-language edition of The Chang-
ing Face of U.S. Politics: Working-Class
Politics and the Trade Unions by Jack
Barnes was being turned over for typeset-
ting, and as the international campaign to
raise $125,000 to make such books possible
entered its third week.

“Our goal is to have it available at the
founding convention of the YS as a national
organization here in Canada,” he said, add-
ing that YS members are planning a special
public event during their October 31-No-

vember 2 gathering in Montreal to celebrate
the publication of the book.

Atlanta supporters of the fund held an
event September 13 showing the potential
this campaign offers. “International Labor
Resistance: Report Back from Workers
Conference in Cuba” was the title of the
forum featuring Ernie Mailhot, a member
of the Socialist Workers Party National
Committee.

An audience of 25 heard Mailhot report
on the resistance by working people
throughout the world to the devastating con-
ditions they face, as described by partici-
pants at the Havana-held conference early
in August. Mailhot, who is also a member
of the International Association of Machin-
ists in Miami, said, “Workers who join these
struggles can become stronger with Path-
finder books in their hands.”

People attending the event made $554 in
new pledges, and paid $504 on the spot,
leading local fund supporters to raise their

goal to $4,500.

Fund organizers can work with sup-
porters in their areas prior to the local
rallies to maximize collections at these
events, put their areas on schedule, and
— as in the case of Atlanta — use the
momentum to win new and increased
pledges, as well as raise their goals. As
the scoreboard indicates, local goals are
still some $4,000 short of the interna-
tional goal needed.

Focusing on the outreach aspect of the
fund, Alyson Kennedy reports that fund
backers in Chicago adopted a numerical
goal on contributors. “We already have
36 out of our goal to get 75 or more work-
ers, youth, and others to help the fund,”
said Kennedy.

The deadline for sending in money to
be counted for the weekly chart in the
Militant has been changed to noon Tues-
days. Send contributions to: Pathfinder,
410 West Street, New York, NY 10014.

Seattle: Socialist workers fight to

protect rights of camp

BY NAN BAILEY

SEATTLE, Washington — “The Social-
ist Workers campaign appeals to all union-
ists, young fighters, and supporters of demo-
cratic rights to support the fight we launch
today to protect the privacy of contributors
to the party’s election campaigns and can-
didates for public office,” said Scott Breen,
Socialist Workers candidate for mayor of
Seattle, at a September 12 press conference
here. Breen is a member of the International
Association of Machinists and works at The
Boeing Co. The Seattle Times and radio sta-
tions KIRO, KOMO, and KUOW, the local
National Public Radio affiliate, covered the
news conference.

The event was called to protest the Sep-
tember 10 decision of the Seattle Ethics and
Election Commission (SEEC) to deny the
Socialist Workers campaign an exemption
from disclosing the names of campaign con-
tributors and vendors. Socialist Workers
campaign treasurer Jeff Powers called the
ruling, “an attack on the democratic rights
of all working people and workers organi-
zations. It violates our first amendment right
to privacy and freedom of association.”

According to the Seattle Times, failure to
comply with the disclosure laws could “re-
sult in late penalties and up to a $5,000 fine
imposed by the commission.”

The SEEC granted an exemption to the
Socialist Workers campaign in 1993, and a
similar exemption was won from the Wash-
ington State Public Disclosure Commission
(PDC) in 1996. In March of this year, the
Federal Election Commission (FEC)
granted a six-year extension to the Social-
ist Workers’ exemption in federal cam-
paigns.

“These rulings,” Breen explained, “have
been based on a proven history of harass-
ment, surveillance, and other disruptive ef-
forts by the FBI and other government agen-
cies against individuals identified with the
Socialist Workers campaigns.” Socialist
Workers City Council candidate Robbie
Scherr also spoke at the press conference.

Three other city council candidates have
made statements to the SEEC in support of
the right of the Socialist Workers campaign
to keep its list of donors private. “I believe
in the First Amendment’s protection for
freedom of political speech,” stated city
council candidate Jon Bartholomew. “That
protection must include the right to not be
persecuted for that speech. Donating to po-
litical parties or campaigns is political
speech.”

Sherry Harris, also a candidate for city
council, wrote, “The history of negative
treatment of people who belong to alterna-
tive political parties in this country has man-
dated a need to protect individuals from
harm when they step outside of the main-
stream political parties.... I urge you to
strongly consider concurring with the State
and Federal Elections Commission on this
issue.”
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Scott Breen, Socialist Workers candidate for mayor of Seattle (left), marches with
farm workers August 11to support organizing efforts in Mattawa, Washington.

Since 1971, when the federal government
began requiring detailed reports listing con-
tributors to political campaigns, the Social-
ist Workers campaign committees have re-
fused to comply with these procedures. The
SWP has mounted a successful legal and
political battle to defend the right to privacy
of those who contribute to the SWP elec-
tion efforts. Since party members and sup-
porters have long been targeted by police
agencies and rightist outfits, the SWP has
argued that such a disclosure would consti-
tute a ready-made “enemies list.”

Breen quoted from this year’s FEC rul-

ing in his statement to the press. The ruling
concluded that the “SWP and persons pub-
licly associated with it have experienced a
significant amount of harassment from
private sources in the 1990 — 1996 period,”
and that “such harassment appears to have
been intended to intimidate the SWP and
persons associated with it from expressing
their political views.” The opinion added
that there is “also evidence of continuing
harassment by local police.”

The SEEC voted 6 —1 to deny the exemp-
tion to the Socialist Workers campaign this
year, saying that the campaign failed to dem-
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$125,000 Pathfinder Fund
September 1 - November 1

CITY/COUNTRY GOAL  PAID %
NEW ZEALAND 2,370 427 18%
AUSTRALIA 750 125 17%
UNITED STATES

Philadelphia 4,000 1,442 36%
Atlanta* 4,500 1,354 30%
Boston 5,500 1,080 20%
Twin Cities 7,000 1,315 19%
Seattle* 9,000 1,275 14%
Los Angeles 10,000 1,405 14%
Des Moines 2,400 335 14%
Chicago 11,000 = 1,430 13%
Newark 8,500 1,085 13%
Birmingham 3,500 355 10%
Detroit 4,000 405 10%
New York 12,000 1,205 10%
Houston 5,500 450 8%
Miami 3,000 120 4%

San Francisco 9,500 325 3%

Washington, D.C. 3,000 77 3%
Cleveland 2,400 30 1%
Pittsburgh 5,000 0 0%
Other 2,918 836 29%
U.S. TOTAL 112,718 14,524 13%
CANADA 5,300 10 0%
SWEDEN 700 0 0%
UNITED KINGDOM 0 75 0%
Other Int'l 0 35 0%
INT'L TOTAL: 121,838 15,196 12%
SHOULD BE: 125,000 27,500 22%

* Increased goal.

onstrate that divulging the names of con-
tributors would put them in jeopardy. The
Seattle Socialist Workers campaign submit-
ted several examples of local harassment and
intimidation in the past year to substantiate
its request for an extension. Nationally, the
Socialist Workers campaign submitted ap-
proximately 70 examples of such harass-
ment to the FEC and two of these examples
were of incidents that took place in Wash-
ington state.

The Socialist Workers campaign is de-
manding that the SEEC reconsider its re-
quest and overturn the denial of an exemp-
tion. The socialist candidates and their sup-
porters intend to speak out publicly against
the SEEC ruling at every campaign event.
An election night reception at the campaign
offices on September 16 and a Militant La-
bor Forum on September 19 will also pro-
test the ruling.

The Socialist Workers campaign commit-
tee is asking supporters of democratic rights
to help by calling or sending letters of pro-
test to the Seattle Ethics and Election Com-
mission at 226 Municipal Building, 600
Fourth Avenue, Seattle WA 98104. Phone:
(206) 684-8500. Fax: (206) 684-8590.

Nan Bailey is a member of IAM Local 1103.

Socialist has ‘right to participate in election’

BY MAGGIE TROWE

DES MOINES, Iowa — Nearly two
weeks after the editors of the Des Moines
Register called for making access to the
ballot more difficult, five letters protesting
the antidemocratic editorial were printed as
the centerpiece of the Sunday Register’s
full-page letter section.

The September 2 editorial, entitled “A
primary for mayor: It’s worth asking
whether 688 signatures should be enough
to get on the ballot,” put forward the idea
that current ballot requirements that candi-
dates present petition signatures totaling 2
percent of the total vote cast in the last elec-
tion for the office they are seeking are low.
“It’s worth asking whether that 2 percent
figure should be enough to win a ballot slot,”
the editors stated.

To back up their case, they pointed out
that “Thomas Alter, a 23-year-old Socialist
Workers Party member who works in Perry
and has lived in Des Moines less than eight
months, got the job done. That makes the
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election a three-way race, meaning a may-
oral primary.”

The editors expressed concern about the
$60,000 cost of holding a primary election,
referred to Alter’s campaign as “symbolic,”
and spoke derisively of “giving the longshot
candidate access to an open microphone.”

The replies to this editorial included a
shortened version of a letter sent by Alter
and four others, all taking issue with the
Register’s view.

Jon Torgerson, chair of the Department
of Philosophy and Religion at Drake Uni-
versity in Des Moines, pointed out in his
letter, “Alter is a member of a union, a friend
of citizen and non-citizen Latinos who have
a stake in what happens in Des Moines.”
He went on to advise the editors, “Report
what Alter has to say, even if he doesn’t say
it through an expensive PR campaign, but
rather to small groups.”

William Johnson wrote, “I don’t know
Alter, but I believe that he and others out-
side the mainstream have a right to partici-

pate in the political process without arbi-
trary restrictions based on costs. The Reg-
ister would do well to reconsider its opin-
ion, unless, of course, the editors have de-
cided that the cost of democracy is too
high.”

Both Alter and Ardella Blandford, Social-
ist Workers candidate for City Council At-
Large, have been invited to speak at several
candidates meetings in the next few weeks.
They attended a rally of over 100 union sup-
porters who met in Perry, Iowa, to back up
the workers at Wiese who are fighting a
company-backed campaign to decertify
their recently won right to be in the United
Auto Workers, in the same local that
Blandford belongs to.

Supporters of the Socialist Workers cam-
paign also got a good response at the Sep-
tember 13 Latinos Unidos march and fiesta,
where they distributed campaign literature
and sold four subscriptions to Perspectiva
Mundial, 10 copies of the Militant, and four
Pathfinder books.




SELL THE BOOKS WORKERS OF THE WORLD NEED
Join the campaign to sell Pathfinder books and pamphlets

August Sales of Pathfinder Books to Non Pathfinder Outlets
AUGUST

Workers like a paper that’s

d CITY GOALS SOLD % JULY JUNE MAY
by and for their class 0w wwe i o
HOUSTON 32 87 272% 23 10 8
BY ARGIRISMALAPANIS Workers at the Hialeah yard were also inter- LOS ANGELES 95 209  220% 137 62 17
“Several of my fellow workers who bought  ested in the article by Sedam “Crashes force ATLANTA 32 63 197% 22 5 0
the Militant liked the article by Norton Sandler gov’t rail investigation,” published in the same WASHINGTON, D.C. 42 76 181% 141 33 1
‘Did UPS competitors do struck work?’,” said  issue. “Many liked the idea that a rank-and-file S
Kay Sedam, who works at the CSX Hialeah rail worker could write something that cut through SAN FRANCISCO 74 128 173;6 i 243 239 4
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City/Country Goal Sold % Goal Sold Goal Sold tions and 76 copies of New Inter- 25 0% 0 0
AUSTRALIA 16  213% 3 o 10 3 national. NEWARK 133 0 0% 0 2 0
CANADA Reports from readers indicate TOTAL 1221 1384 98% 1454 562 225
Montreal 30 1033% 10 3 30 12 that following up sm.gle-copy SHOULD BE 1400 1400 100%
Toronto 50 1120% 10 o 20 1 | salestoworkerson the job. at the o
Vancouver 50 816% 5 2 20 3
Canada total 130 29 22% 25 5 70 16 “Militant sales at Lear Seating, organized
ICELAND 10 110% 1 0 5 0 by the United Auto Workers, resulted in four
copies sold on September 11 and another
NEW ZEALAND four on September 16,” wrote Arlene
Auckland 30 827% 2 2 10 3 Rubinstein, a member of Union of
Christchurch 15 320% 1 0 5 1 Neefiletrades, Industrial and Textile Employ-
Wellington 3 00% 1 o 1 0 ees in Atlanta.
NZ total 48 1123% 4 2 16 4 “After consistent sales with a literature
table in Manhattan’s garment district for a
SWEDEN 16 213% 7 1 8 1 month, we sold our first Perspectiva
Mundial subscription there this week,” said
UNITED KINGDOM Eva Braiman from New York. Socialist work-
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unionists to subscribe.
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book table” every week-
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have sold about 20 copies youth with the socialist books and peri-  smaller bookstores planned to get cop-
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Sweden: sterilization
policy sparks debate

BY BIRGITTA ISACSSON

STOCKHOLM, Sweden — A sharp de-
bate has opened here over eugenics policies
carried out for decades. Some 63,000 people
were sterilized in Sweden between 1935 and
1975 to supposedly combat racial and so-
cial inferiority. Most were sterilized against
their will, and the overwhelming majority
of them were women.

Swedish authorities took the first steps
toward a “racial hygiene” policy in 1921,
when the State Institute for Race Biology
was founded in Uppsala. It was the first in-
stitute of this kind in the world and a pat-
tern for Kaiser Wilhelm Institute fiir
Rassenhygiene in Berlin, Germany. The in-
stitute distributed pictures of “racially
clean” and “racially mixed” people. The
“racially mixed” were gypsies, so-called
travelers or tinkers, and others considered
social outcasts. In 1934 the Swedish parlia-
ment adopted a law authorizing sterilization
of the “mentally ill.” This legislation was
extended in 1941 to allow sterilization to
combat “antisocial behavior.”

By 1947, the number of sterilizations had
grown to more than 2,000 a year, and stayed
at that level into the 1950s. Swedish authori-
ties put people in impossible situations, such
as taking away their children or denying
them abortions if they refused to sign an
application for sterilization. Young people
in reformatories had to sign as a condition
for their release or for leave of absence. The
forced sterilization laws were finally abol-
ished in 1975 as one of the victories of the
growing women’s rights movement.

This type of abuse was by no means lim-
ited to Sweden. In Norway more than
40,000 people were subjected to this, and
in Denmark 6,000. In United States 60,000
were sterilized between 1907 and 1960.

Articles spark controversy

While many of the details of this history
have been public knowledge since the
1970s, the recent controversy was sparked
by a series of articles on the subject by jour-
nalist Maciej Zaremba that appeared in the
liberal Swedish daily Dagens Nyheter Au-
gust 20-21. The articles and the controversy
they sparked are part of a broader attack on
the social welfare state, the so called “Swed-
ish folk-home,” an attack directed at the
social rights won in struggles by working
people.

Zaremba’s articles take the view that the
social democrats were responsible for the
sterilizations, arguing that they wanted to
build the welfare state, but a lot of people
did not have the right disposition. “Through

and the Fight for

Movement Part 3 $11.00

Communist Continuity

Women'’s Liberation (3 parts)
Documents of the Socialist Workers Party

Edited with an introduction by Mary-Alice Waters

How did the oppression of women begin?
Who benefits? What social forces have the power
to end the second-class status of women? This
three-part series helps politically equip the gen-
eration of women and men joining battles in de-
fense of women'’s rights today. Set $30.00

Women’s Liberation and the Line of March of the Working
Class, Part 1 $10.00 < Women, leadership, and the Prole-
tarian Norms of the Communist Movement. Part 2 $9.00

«» Abortion Rights, the ERA, and the Rebirth of a Feminist

forced sterilization’s folk-home Sweden
could minimize the number of people living
on welfare,” he wrote.

The conservative daily Svenska
Dagbladet picked up on this ammunition
focusing on the sterilization debate. In its
lead article September 1, the paper stated,
“It has long been taboo to criticize the wel-
fare state and the Swedish people’s home.
Those who have done so have been accused
of being reactionaries, supporters of class
differences and oppression....

“The system has forced people into
lifestyle everybody must follow: Everybody
should work full-time. Children should be
in day-care centers.... Even those with small
income are taxed very hard. The school sys-
tem is built on the notion that everybody has
the same talents, are equally motivated to
study, and learn and develop in the same
tempo. The result has been that those who
do not want to live according to the social
state norm have become a problem. Youth
cannot move from their parents any more.
Those with low income are forced to live on
welfare. And the Swedish school is very ef-
ficient at making children dropouts, hope-
less cases who can’t achieve anything.”

But contrary to what Zaremba and
Svenska Dagbladet assert, the Swedish
policy on “racial hygiene” and sterilizations
was carried out with the support of all the
governing political parties in Sweden. Al-
though they had different motives for sup-
porting this policy, they voted nearly unani-
mously for it in parliament. While the con-
servatives and the fascists supported it from
the point of view of making the Nordic
Aryan race predominant and strengthen the
Swedes, the social democrats pushed it as a
means to eliminate social problems and
make people in Sweden genetically better.

This was an important part of the attacks
on working people throughout the 1930s and
‘40s under social-democratic governments.
Along with the abortion law of 1938, the
sterilization laws of 1935 and 1941 put the
decisions over a woman’s body in the hands
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Women’s liberation movement won abortion rights and reversal of sterilization laws
in Sweden and elsewhere in 1970s. Above, a Women’s National Abortion Action Coa-
lition (WONAAC) demonstration in Washington, D.C., November 1971.

of the authorities.

The ruling class in Sweden has not wanted
a debate on the forced sterilization policy.
The same holds true for other aspects of
Swedish history that have long been public,
including the rail transportation through
Sweden of thousands of Nazi soldiers and
war materiel to Norway when the Nazis had
occupied that country, as well as the treat-
ment of Jews during the World War II when
abig “J”” was marked on their passports. The
Social Democrats, who headed the govern-
ment from the early 1930s to the mid-70s,
also want to block these debates.

But in this case they have been compelled
to open an inquiry.

Responding to questions about the na-
tional sterilization policy, Carl Bildt, a leader
of the Social Democrats, was forced to dis-
cuss the issue at his party congress in Umed
September 1. “We all have part of the guilt.
I take on some of the guilt. I did not know
that it was so many or that it happened un-
der such a long time,” Bildt said.

“What happened was barbaric and the
Social Democrats are part of a collective
guilt which includes everybody,” declared
Social Minister Margot Wallstrom. On Sep-

tember 4 the government announced the
appointment of a commission to investigate
and “consider how to make amends and pro-
pose forms of compensation for the victims,”
said Wallstrom. Since 1975 around 30
people have demanded compensation, but
only 16 have reportedly received $6,289.

“In the juridical spectra, those who were
forced to sterilize have no right to compen-
sation as it happened under the laws of these
days. Here we talk about of compensation
ex gratia, by grace,” said Helena Starup from
the Social Department.

Wallstrom herself recently signed a de-
nial of compensation to Maria Nordin, who
was forced to accept sterilization to get out
of a so-called special school when she was
17 years old in 1943. Nordin, who has come
out publicly in media, is a typical victim of
the forced sterilizations. She was young,
poor, and “within her family there were
drinkers, mental illness, and a way of life
without norms,” the social authorities wrote
about Nordin, considering this sufficient
grounds to sterilize her.

Birgitta Isacsson is a member of the metal-
workers union in Stockholm.

Military report admits: ‘Sexual
harassment exists throughout Army’

BY MEGAN ARNEY

An internal military investigation released
September 11 found “sexual harassment ex-
ists throughout the Army, crossing gender,
rank, and racial lines.” The nine-month in-
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quiry was conducted by the Secretary of the
Army Senior Review Panel and Army In-
spector General at 59 Army bases world-
wide and surveyed 30,000 troops.

The report was completed months ago,
but military officials delayed its release un-
til September so Army Secretary Togo West
could prepare a response. It said 84 percent
of Army women and 80 percent of Army
men reported they had experienced offen-
sive and sexual behavior, unwanted sexual
attention, coercion, or assault. About 22
percent of the women and 7 percent of the
men surveyed said they had been sexually
harassed in the last year. Additionally, 51
percent of the women said they faced job
discrimination because of their sex.

The report comes in the wake of an out-
cry over sexual harassment in the military
that was sparked from allegations of sexual
abuse at the Army’s Ordinance Center and
School at Aberdeen, Maryland. Last No-
vember some 50 women accused their drill
sergeants of harassment and assault. Over
the next several months, 11 noncommis-
sioned officers and one captain were accused
of criminal misconduct. On September 10
the Army said it would discipline Major
Gen. Robert Shadley, who was the com-
manding officer at Aberdeen at the time the
sexual allegations surfaced.

In response to the allegations at Aberdeen,
the army brass set up a hot line. It received
8,300 calls, including 1,350 reports that led
to criminal investigations. On June 13 the
hot line was turned off because it had sup-
posedly served its purpose, according to an
Army spokesperson. Women make up 14
percent of the Army’s 480,000 soldiers.

The report said that female soldiers be-
lieved that their commanding officers had
little interest in enforcing Army rules against
sexual harassment. “We speak, but it’s as if
we don’t exist,” a female noncommissioned
officer told investigators. Others said they
worried about reprisals for reporting abuse.

“You can report it, but they get you sooner
or later,” the Washington Post quoted one
woman as saying.

Investigators added that this fact was evi-
dence of a larger breakdown of trust between
soldiers and their officers. Forty percent of
the women and 37 percent of the men who
were polled agreed with the statement that
Army leaders were more interested in their
own careers than in the well-being of the
soldiers under their command. ‘“Unfair treat-
ment, double standards, and a lack of disci-
pline were raised to Panel representatives
time and again.... Such a negative view of
leaders is counterproductive to ... unit co-
hesion and combat readiness....

“Unfortunately, many soldiers simply do
not trust the present system to deal with their
concerns,” the report said.

In response, Army Secretary West insisted
September 11 that the situation at Aberdeen
was “an aberration.” West announced a plan
to revamp the Army’s enforcement of rules
against sexual misconduct and replace com-
manding officers. This plan includes psy-
chological testing and a criminal back-
ground check of drill sergeants, and adds a
week of basic training to teach “ethical stan-
dards of the military.”

Meanwhile, the highest ranking enlisted
Army officer, Gene McKinney, now may
face a court-martial. After being named to a
special panel to reduce sexual harassment
in the military, six women stepped forward
with allegations that he harassed them.
McKinney denied the charges and said they
were racially motivated. McKinney is Black,
as are all of the drill sergeants who were
charged at Aberdeen. Seven soldiers at Fort
Bragg in North Carolina were disciplined
for sexual harassment or fraternization on
September 4, receiving letters of reprimand
and nonjudicial punishment, while still an-
other soldier at Fort Jackson in South Caro-
lina was dishonorably discharged for sexual
misconduct August 31.
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‘Socialist revolution opens
road for workers to take
iIstory into their own hands’

Preface to new edition of ‘Che Guevara:
Economics & Politics in the Transition to Socialism’

Printed below is the preface by Mary-Alice
Waters to the new Spanish-language edition
of Che Guevara: Economia y politica en la
transicion al socialismo (Che Guevara: Eco-
nomics and Politics in the Transition to So-
cialism). It is copyright © Pathfinder Press.
The preface and the photos, which appear
in the book, are reprinted by permission. The
book, authored by Carlos Tablada, will be
released by Pathfinder September 20.

The struggle against imperialism, for liberation
from colonial or neocolonial shackles, which is being
carried out by means of political weapons, firearms, or
a combination of the two, is not separate from the
struggle against backwardness and poverty. Both are
stages on the same road leading toward the creation of
a new society of justice and plenty.

It is imperative to take political power and to get
rid of the oppressor classes. But then the second stage
of the struggle, which may be even more difficult than
the first, must be faced.'

— Che Guevara
Algiers, February 1965

Che believed in man. And if we don’t believe in
man, if we think that man is an incorrigible little
animal, capable of advancing only if you feed him
grass or tempt him with a carrot or whip him with a
stick — anybody who believes this, anybody con-
vinced of this will never be a revolutionary, never be
socialist, never be a communist.?

— Fidel Castro

Havana, October 1987

The questions that Ernesto Che Guevara, acting as part
of the central leadership of the Cuban revolution, sought
to help the vanguard of the working class answer more
than three decades ago remain the most pressing of our
epoch.

Guevara charted a course to rid the world of the capi-
talist system, with all its horrors, and open the way for
working men and women to begin a transition toward a
more just and human socialist society, transforming them-
selves in the process. That course determined his every
deed as a conscious political person.

Like the young founders of the modern communist
movement, Che deeply believed, and acted on his convic-
tion, that “revolution is necessary ... not only because the
ruling class cannot be overthrown in any other way, but
also because the class overthrowing it can only in a revo-
lution succeed in ridding itself of all the muck of ages and
become fit to found society anew.””

Che died thirty years ago in the mountains of Bolivia,
fighting to create the conditions out of which could emerge
the leadership of a Latin America-wide movement of
workers and peasants capable of winning the battles for
land reform and independence from imperialist domina-
tion and opening the socialist revolution. Today’s world
would not be alien to him, however. The sharpening
interimperialist trade and financial conflicts and looming
economic crises, the deteriorating wages and living con-
ditions facing working people everywhere, the depression

' “At the Afro-Asian Conference,” February 24, 1965, in Che
Guevara and the Cuban Revolution: Writings and Speeches of
Ernesto Che Guevara (New York: Pathfinder, 1987), p. 337.

2 “Che’s Ideas Are Absolutely Relevant Today,” see p. 42 in
this book (page references here and below are to Pathfinder’s
English-language edition, Che Guevara: Economics and Poli-
tics in the Transition to Socialism).

3 Karl Marx and Frederick Engels, “The German Ideology,”
inCollected Works, vol. 5 (Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1976),
p- 53.

levels of unemployment and
poverty endemic throughout
much of Latin America, the
growing political polariza-
tion and incipient fascist
movements rearing their
heads in the imperialist
countries, the social disinte-
gration threatening large
parts of Africa, and the
booming cannons of impe-
rialist powers firing the first
salvos of World War III in
Iraq and Yugoslavia — the
deadly historic logic of capi-
talism continues to unfold.
Details have changed since
the 1960s, but the funda-
mentals of the world
Guevara sought to lead
working people to transform
have not.

With one important quali-
fication: Imperialism is

Instituto de Historia de Cuba

weaker than it was thirty Ernesto Che Guevara (right) with other leaders of the Rebel Army arriving in Havana
years ago, more vulnerable, 2 few days after triumph of Cuban revolution in January 1959. At center are Fidel
and the working class is a Castro and Camilo Cienfuegos, both waving. “It is imperative to take political power
larger percentage of the and get rid of the oppressor classes,” said Guevara in 1965. “But then the second
world’s population. The Stage of the struggle may be even more difficult than the first.”

stakes have gone up.

The shattering of the bureaucratic regimes and parties
of Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union, culminating in
1989-91, would likewise not have been unthinkable to
Che. Guevara was among the most conscious of the Cu-
ban leaders that, despite the welcome aid Cuba received
from the Soviet bloc, the political, economic, and social
policies of the leaders of those countries were alien to the
proletarian and internationalist course being charted in
Cuba. Cuban President Fidel Castro addressed this fact,
speaking to a gathering of Cuba’s Union of Young Com-
munists in April 1997. Referring to the events that un-
folded in the Soviet bloc countries at the beginning of the
decade, he noted that nearly forty years ago “no one could
have imagined” what later transpired there. But “we did
have one who could see into the future among us, and that
person was Che,” Castro said.*

For decades the methods employed in the organization
of production, distribution, labor, and planning in each of
the Soviet bloc countries, with this or that variation, were
promoted by the big majority of those the world over who
called themselves communists as the only road from capi-
talism to socialism. But the verdict on the so-called So-
viet model has now been rendered by history: the plan-
ning and management systems in the USSR and Eastern
European countries — and the organization of labor un-
derlying them — were pushing these peoples away from
socialism, not toward it.

The alternative course, advanced in Cuba by the cen-
tral leadership in the opening years of the socialist revo-
lution, and placed on its soundest theoretical foundations
by Emesto Che Guevara, is the subject of this book. It
will be studied by revolutionary fighters the world over
with even greater interest today because of the verdict of
history that Guevara himself did not live to witness.

0.
0.0

After Fidel Castro — the historic leader of the Cuban
revolutionary forces from 1953 to today — Ernesto Che
Guevara was the best-known leader of the revolution dur-
ing its early years, when “we were used to making the
impossible possible,” as Castro said in paying tribute to
Guevara in October 1987.5

Guevara was Argentine by birth. Having graduated from
medical school in Buenos Aires in 1953, he met Fidel
Castro in Mexico in July 1955 and immediately agreed to

4 Granma International, April 23,1997, p 7.
5 See page 37 in this book.

join the July 26 Movement and to sign on to the expedi-
tionary force Castro was organizing to launch a revolu-
tionary war against the U.S.-backed Batista dictatorship
in Cuba. Guevara — soon nicknamed “Che” (a popular
form of address in Argentina) by his Cuban comrades —
was initially recruited as troop doctor, but he rapidly
proved himself to be an outstanding combat leader and
educator. In 1957 he became the first combatant promoted
by Fidel to command a separate column of the Rebel Army.
Guevara led the December 1958 campaign that culminated
in the capture of the city of Santa Clara in central Cuba,
effectively sealing the fate of the Batista dictatorship.
But Guevara’s most important contributions to the Cu-
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ban revolution were not military. In paying tribute to Che
in October 1967, a few days after his death, Castro called
attention to this fact, saying:

Che was an extraordinarily able military leader. But
when we remember Che, when we think of Che, we do
not think fundamentally of his military virtues. No! War-
fare is a means and not an end. Warfare is a tool of revo-
lutionaries. The important thing is the revolution. The

" important thing is the revolutionary cause, revolutionary
ideas, revolutionary objectives, revolutionary sentiments,
revolutionary virtues!

And it is in that field, in the field of ideas, in the
field of sentiments, in the field of revolutionary virtues,
in the field of intelligence, that — apart from his mili-
tary virtues — we feel the tremendous loss that his death
means to the revolutionary movement....

Che was not only an unsurpassed man of action —
he was a man of visionary intelligence and broad cul-
ture, a profound thinker. That is, in his person the man of
ideas and the man of action were combined.®

During the opening years of the revolution, Guevara
took on some of the most challenging, and heaviest, re-
sponsibilities. He helped draft the 1959 agrarian reform
law, the measure that, in Castro’s words, more than any
other single act, “defined the Cuban Revolution.”” Che
headed the department of industrialization established by
INRA, the National Institute of Agrarian Reform. He was
president of the National Bank during the tumultuous year
1960, before the end of which virtually all foreign- and
domestic-owned banks and major industries were nation-
alized, and the economic foundations were laid for so-
cialized production and planning. He became minister of
industry in 1961, assuming responsibility for reorganiz-
ing on new working-class foundations some 70 percent of
industry in Cuba, while maintaining production as former
owners and most management personnel, both foreign and
Cuban, left the country. He represented the revolutionary
government of Cuba on trips to dozens of countries, and
spoke with a memorable and clarion communist voice at
important international forums and conferences, from the
United Nations General Assembly to the Organization of

¢ “Che’s Enduring Contributions to Revolutionary Thought,”
in Che Guevara and the Cuban Revolution (Pathfinder), pp.
24-25.

7 “Speech given in La Plata, May 17, 1974, in Granma Weekly
Review, May 26, 1974. See also “Land Reform and Farm Coop-
eratives in Cuba,” three Cuban documents with introduction by
Mary-Alice Waters, in issue no. 4 of New International maga-
zine, distributed by Pathfinder.

Cuban workers in August 1960 carry symbolic coffins representing Yankee businesses ex-
propriated by revolutionary government. Next year Guevara took responsibility for reor-
ganizing 70 percent of industrial production in Cuba on new, working-class foundations.

American States. He worked with revolutionists from
around the world who were drawn to the example of the
Cuban revolution and sought guidance in learning and ap-
plying the lessons of that struggle in their own countries.
He helped bring about the revolutionary regroupment
within Cuba that led in 1965 to the formation of the Com-
munist Party of Cuba.

Amid all this intense practical work helping lay the foun-
dations of a new society, Guevara also organized time to
write a prodigious number of articles and letters. He made
hundreds of speeches, many of which were published in
Cuba and translated and distributed by supporters of the
revolution around the world. He gave countless interviews.

In April 1965 Che left Cuba to lead a mission of inter-
nationalist Cuban fighters aiding the anti-imperialist
struggle in the Congo.-His longer-term aim was to return
to Latin America to help advance revolutionary struggles
that were building from Tierra del Fuego to the Rio Bravo.
Resigning his leadership posts and responsibilities in the
Cuban government, party, and armed forces in order to
take on these new revolutionary duties, Guevara
left behind a rich written legacy of his political
and theoretical contributions to the economics and
politics of the transition to socialism. This prod-
uct of Che’s years of work as part of the commu-
nist leadership of Cuba’s working class has been
carefully mined by Carlos Tablada in crafting this
book. Among Guevara’s works cited in these pages
are writings and transcripts that have not been pub-
lished in full, and are as yet not available to the
public to study or use. Many other works cited
here have long been out of print.

The author of this book, Fidel Castro remarked
in his October 1987 speech commemorating the
twentieth anniversary of the death of Che, “com-
piled, studied, and presented in a book the essence
of Che’s economic ideas, retrieved from many of
his speeches and writings — articles and speeches
dealing with a subject so decisive in the building
of socialism.”®

K2
°o

The socialist revolution opened by Cuba’s work-
ing people in the early 1960s did not fall from the
sky. Their long emancipation struggle dates back
to the first war of independence against Spanish
colonialism, which began in 1868 and was closely
intertwined with the revolutionary struggle by
slaves to abolish the right to hold human beings
as chattels. From the crucible of these and subse-
quent battles emerged leaders such as Antonio
Maceo, Médximo Gémez, and José Marti, whose
words and revolutionary deeds left a heritage of
anti-imperialist intransigence, internationalism,
political integrity, selflessness, and courage.

The leadership that launched the assault on the
Moncada and Bayamo army garrisons of the
Batista dictatorship on July 26, 1953, and later led
the Rebel Army and working people of Cuba to
victory, drew strength from this revolutionary heri-
tage and enriched it. This legacy helped prepare
these revolutionary leaders to uncompromisingly

AIber‘(oKorda guide the transition from Cuba’s national demo-

As minister of industry, Guevara visited many workplaces such ~ cratic revolution — that in the fall of 1959 brought
as this nickel factory in eastern Cuba, above. “Communism is a 2 Workers and farmers government to power —to
phenomenon of consciousness, not solely of production,” the socialist revolution that accelerated in late 1960
Guevara wrote. The aim was to enable workers to take growing

control over economic and social decisions that simultaneously

shape production and their own daily lives.

8 See p. 45.
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and early 1961 in fear-
less response to the
hostile actions of do-
mestic and foreign re-
action, above all U.S.
imperialism.

The socialist road
Cuban working people
set out on in those
years had been opened
some four decades ear-
lier by the October
1917 revolution in
Russia. The Bolshevik
Party leadership
headed by V.I. Lenin
directed the first ef-
forts in history by
workers and peasants
to chart a course to-
wards socialism as an
integral component of
the fight to advance the
world revolution.
These efforts, from the
Bolshevik insurrection
in late 1917 through
the end of Lenin’s ac-
© tive political life in
Bohemia - \farch 1923, left an in-
valuable legacy to
revolutionists who
later sought to advance
along a similar path.
The record of the Soviet government, Communist Party,
and Communist International in Lenin’s time is rich in
lessons in the economics and politics of the transition from
capitalism to socialism that Guevara plumbed in such a
disciplined manner some forty years later.

Che “advocated something that I have often insisted
on,” Fidel Castro emphasized in his 1987 speech. “Build-
ing socialism and communism is not just a matter of pro-
ducing and distributing wealth but is also a matter of edu-
cation and consciousness.”

The socialist revolution, as Guevara explains repeat-
edly in the works cited in these pages, marks the first time
in history that expanding political participation and revo-
lutionary self-consciousness of the toiling majority be-
comes necessary to the economic organization of society.
The door is opened for working people to cease being the
blind objects of economic laws that determine humanity’s
living and working conditions and social relations, and
instead to begin placing society’s productive forces, and
thus their lives, under their own conscious control. As Che
said in 1964:

With the revolution of October 1917, the revolu-
tion of Lenin, man acquired a new consciousness. The
men of the French revolution, who told humanity so many
beautiful things, who set so many examples, and whose
tradition is still preserved, were nevertheless simple in-
struments of history. Economic forces were in motion,
and the French revolutionaries sought to interpret popu-
lar sentiments, the sentiments of the men of that era. Some
of them saw farther than others, but none were capable
of taking history into their own hands, of consciously
making their own history.

This became possible after the October revolution. '

As events in the twentieth century have amply con-
firmed, such a course — the Bolshevik course —is not
optional; it is not just one way among others following a
successful popular revolution for vanguard workers to
advance the transition to socialism. The most committed
and self-sacrificing vanguard of the working people, or-
ganized in a communist party, must lead growing layers
of their class in taking more and more control over the
political direction and administration of the state and
economy. This is the only way workers can transform
themselves as they collectively transform the social rela-
tions under which they work, produce, and live. It is the
only way they can make these social relations among hu-
man beings more and more open and direct, tearing away
the veils and fetishes behind which the capitalist system
hides the reality and the brutal consequences of its ex-
ploitation of all toilers and obscures the unique contribu-
tion of labor to social and cultural progress. Along any
other road, society will not advance toward socialism and
communism, but instead — mired in bureaucratic plan-
ning and management — will regress toward capitalism.

“Socialism is not a welfare society,” Che explained in
one of the speeches cited in these pages, “nor is it a uto-
pian society based on the goodness of man as man. So-
cialism is a system that arises historically, and that has as
its pillar the socialization of the means of production along
with equitable distribution of society’s wealth, in a frame-
work of social production.”"!

The fundamentally political character of economic ques-
tions and decisions during the transition to socialism is

9 See p. 45. 'See p. 75. ' See p. 93.
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central to everything Guevara
wrote on the subject, as well as to
everything he did in practice. His
contributions in this regard, like
those of Lenin, extend well beyond
what is normally, and narrowly,
thought of as “economics.” Che
stressed the inseparable interrela-
tionship and mutual dependence
between the transformation of the
social relations of production and
the transformation of the political
and social consciousness of the
working people carrying out this
revolutionary process. “In our
view,” Che emphasized in another
speech cited by the author,

communism is a phenomenon of
consciousness and not solely a phe-
nomenon of production. We cannot
arrive at communism through the
simple mechanical accumulation of
quantities of goods made available
to the people. By doing that we
would get somewhere, to be sure,
to some peculiar form of socialism.
But what Marx defined as commu-
nism, what is aspired to in general
as communism, cannot be attained if man is not conscious.
That is, if he does not have a new consciousness toward
society.'?

Such references to works by Marx, Engels, and Lenin
occur throughout Guevara’s speeches and writings, as Che
reached back time and again to the lessons drawn by com-
munist leaders from the experiences and struggles of pre-
vious generations of working people. He worked cease-
lessly to deepen his understanding of the writings of the
great historical leaders of Marxism, which he had begun
studying well before he met Fidel Castro and other lead-
ers of the July 26 Movement in Mexico.

As Che traveled throughout the Americas in the years
before and after graduation from medical school, he ab-
sorbed the reality of imperialist domination of these coun-
tries, the human consequences of the superexploitation
and wretched poverty forced upon millions of his Latin
American compatriots. He met revolutionary-minded
workers and others with whom he argued and exchanged
ideas.

In the works of Karl Marx (whom Guevara affection-
ately referred to in his youthful letters to family and friends
as “St. Karl”) and Frederick Engels, the founders of the
modern communist workers movement, and of Russian
communist leader V.I. Lenin, Guevara increasingly found
observations about and explanations for the workings of
capitalism that confirmed his experiences. The scientific
world view he discovered widened his horizons and helped
him understand the exploitative class relations through-
out Latin America that he was becoming less and less
willing to accept, and more and more deeply committed
to changing by whatever means necessary.

In the years preceding the launching of the revolution-
ary war in Cuba, Guevara concentrated on political
economy through an intensive study of Marx’s Capital.
Later, as part of his responsibilities in Cuba, he sought to
deepen his knowledge of Lenin’s writings and speeches
from the opening years of the workers and peasants re-
public in Soviet Russia and from congresses of the Com-
munist International. Together with several colleagues in
the ministry of industry and others, he devoted each Thurs-
day night — often between midnight and dawn — to the
study of Capital. In his writings and speeches, Che fre-
quently went back to this book, to The Critique of the
Gotha Programme, and to other works by Marx and
Engels, including their rich, pre-1847 writings, prior to
when they became consistently scientific in their new
world outlook.

Following the revolutionary victory over the Batista
dictatorship on January 1, 1959, Guevara — thirty years
old at the time of the triumph — worked not only to set a
practical example but to help lay a theoretical foundation
for the transition to socialism in Cuba. As he did so,
Guevara was in the thick of daily central leadership re-
sponsibilities in the revolutionary government and party.
Photographs reproduced in this book record his activity
as he carried out this work: his frequent meetings with
assemblies of workers in various factories and enterprises,
his participation in Sunday voluntary work mobilizations
on priority social projects, his international responsibili-
ties. Guevara immersed himself in the literature discuss-
ing the most modern industrial processes in use in other
countries. He learned the principles of accounting and took
classes in mathematics so he could help advance the ap-
plication of computerization to economic planning and
financial controls in Cuba, a task he considered vital.

It was common, Castro noted in his October 1967 trib-
ute, to see the lights on in Guevara’s office until all hours
of the night, as he worked and studied. “For he was a stu-

2 See p. 93.

dent of all problems; he was a tireless
reader. His thirst for learning was practi-
cally insatiable, and the hours he stole from
sleep he devoted to study.”"

The political and social course Guevara
worked to implement as he carried out his
leadership responsibilities was far from
unanimously or enthusiastically supported
by all in Cuba. In 1963—64 a public debate
touching on many of the political and eco-
nomic questions at stake took place in sev-
eral Cuban journals and received consid-
erable international attention. The debate
reflected a growing conflict between two
politically irreconcilable approaches to
economic planning and management and
the social organization of labor. Both ap-

Photos: Top, Federacién de Mujeres Cubanas; above, Alberto Korda
Members of a voluntary:microbrigade construct hous-
ing in Havana during Cuba’s rectification process,
1988 (top of page). Voluntary labor is “one of the
best things Che left us during his stay in our country
and his part in the revolution,” said Cuban president
Fidel Castro. Guevara operating experimental sugar
cane harvester in 1963 (directly above).

proaches were being used in Cuba during those years.14
Guevara championed what was called the budgetary
finance system, which was being applied under his direc-

13 Che Guevara and the Cuban Revolution (Pathfinder), p. 26.
14 Articles by Guevara from this debate in the early 1960s, to-
gether with discussions from the late 1980s and early 1990s of
Che’s views, appear in issue no. 8 of the magazine New Inter-
national, entitled “Che Guevara, Cuba, and the Road to Social-
ism.”
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tion in state enterprises responsible to the Ministry of In-
dustry. The other was known as the economic accounting
system (or sometimes the financial self-management sys-
tem). Drawing heavily on contemporary experience in the
USSR and Eastern Europe, this system had been chosen
for use in enterprises organized by the National Institute
of Agrarian Reform, then headed by Carlos Rafael
Rodriguez, as well as those accountable to the Ministry of
Foreign Trade, directed by Alberto Mora. Together these
latter two comprised some 30 percent of industry in Cuba.

The articles written by Guevara in the course of this
rich debate are generously cited by Tablada. For Che the
budgetary finance system was not a “thing,” not a set of
administrative rules to be counterposed to a different set
called the economic accounting system. Instead, the course
he advocated and sought to apply was “part of a general
conception of the development of the construction of so-
cialism,” and, what was essential, this course had to be
evaluated as such in class terms."

Guevara’s aim was not to come up with ways to admin-
ister economic production and distribution, approaching
the working class from the outside, as one “input” or “fac-
tor of production” (albeit the most important one, the “hu-
man factor,” as post-Lenin, Soviet-trained economists of-
ten put it). The goal was, from within the vanguard of the
working class, to organize and raise the political conscious-
ness of workers, making possible their growing control
over the economic and social decisions that simultaneously
shape production and their daily lives. The aim was to
increase workers’ powers to determine society’s collec-
tive needs, as well as their conscious command over the
allocation of labor and resources to meet those needs.
Through this effort, working people would transform their
own values and attitudes; their creativity and imagination
would begin to be freed from the stunting and alienating
conditions of life and work under capitalist social rela-
tions.

The “muck of the ages” would begin to be washed away.

2
0.0

In the 1987 speech that serves as a prologue to this book,
Castro remarks that “at a given moment some of Che’s
ideas were incorrectly interpreted and, what’s more, in-
correctly applied. Certainly no serious attempt was ever
made to put them into practice, and there came a time
when ideas diametrically opposed to Che’s economic
thought began to take over.”

As aresult, Castro said, while “much has been done to
recall his other qualities,” Guevara’s contribution on these
questions of economic and political policy “is largely un-
known in our country.”'¢ Publication of this book in a print
run of a quarter million in 1987 helped advance a timely
recovery and discussion of Guevara’s political economic
ideas in the context of what was known in Cuba as the
“rectification process.”

Following a series of costly mistakes in the closing years
of the 1960s, the government and party leadership in Cuba
decided to adopt the system of economic planning and
management used in one or another variant throughout
the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. From the early 1970s
to the mid-1980s it was this political course, n<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>