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Bipartisan 
budget plan 
will slash 
Medicare 
BY MAURICE WILLIAMS 

Toasting each other in their bipartisan 
assault on social entitlements, the Clinton 
administration and Congressional negotia­
tors reached a budget pact May 2. 

"This agreement will help us to finish the 
job," President William Clinton crowed at 
the press conference where he announced 
the deal. Republican Speaker of the House 
Newton Gingrich claimed the deal was the 
completion of his so-called Contract with 
America. 

The negotiations ended when the Con­
gressional Budget Office supposedly discov­
ered a "last-minute financial windfall" of 
$225 billion, lowering the projected budget 
deficit over the next five years by that 
amount. The stated aim of the deal is a "bal­
anced" budget. 

The five-year accord includes a $115 bil­
lion cut from Medicare - the government 
program that provides medical care to the 
elderly and disabled -over the next five 
years. Clinton had earlier called for slash­
ing $100 billion from Medicare in his 1998 
budget proposal to Congress February 6. 

The pact will increase Medicare premi­
ums by $1 per month, up from the current 
$43.80 a month. The capitalist politicians 

Continued on Page 12 

Flood hits 
farmers in 
Canada and 
Midwest 
BY ROBERT SIMMS 

TORONTO - Residents of southern 
Manitoba, one of Canada's prairie provinces, 
are fighting the worst flood in 171 years. 
Some 25,000 farmers, rural townspeople, 
and Winnipeg residents have been forced to 
evacuate their farms and homes. 

A giant lake up to 40 kilometers (25 
miles) wide extends along the length of the 
Red River and several tributaries from just 
south of Winnipeg into North Dakota. 

The losses and hardship facing those 
evacuated in both Manitoba and North Da­
kota are devastating. So far in Manitoba 
more than 800 farmsteads and homes have 

Flood relief now! 
Campaign statement by 

Communist League in Canada 
-page 14 

been flooded out. Many more farmers, while 
their house and farm buildings may be above 
floodwaters or diked, have their land under­
water. Many farmers have had to evacuate 
their livestock or send it prematurely to be 
slaughtered. One farmer was forced to sell 
40,000 chickens to processors. Tens of thou­
sands of pigs and cattle have been moved to 
temporary quarters, and farmers face prob­
lems of finding feed for them. 

Estimates of flood damage to public in­
frastructure alone run as high as CAN$75 
million (US$1 =CAN$1.40), while damage 

Continued on Page 3 

Workers in Cuba reject 
Washington's blackmail 
Millions tum out for May Day parades 
BY ARGIRIS MALAPANIS 
AND MARTIN KOPPEL 

HAVANA, Cuba- Singing, dancing, 
and chanting, Cubans poured into the streets 
of the country's capital leading to Revolu­
tion Plaza here on May Day. About 1.3 mil­
lion demonstrated in Havana. Similar 
marches took place throughout the Carib­
bean island on this international working­
class holiday. Altogether, several million 
people turned out across the nation, in one 
of the largest mobilizations here in years. 

It was the broadest and most visible re­
jection of U.S. imperialism's attempts to 
divide working people from their revolu­
tionary leadership and force the Cuban 
people to submit to Washington's dictates 
through economic strangulation. 

"Can imperialism- with its blockade, its 
Helms-Burton law, and aggression of all 
kinds - take away our independence, our 
revolution, our socialism?" asked Pedro 
Ross, general secretary of the Central Or­
ganization of Cuban Workers (CTC), in a 
brief speech just before the Havana march 
began under the hot morning sun. 

"No!" tens of thousands boomed. 
"Will the exploiters be able to return and 

take away our land, our homes, our facto­
ries, our hospitals, and our schools?'" said 
Ross. 

"No!" shouted most in the crowd. 
"Will we workers go back to being slaves, 

under the whip of the capitalist boss, to fill 
the pockets of a bourgeois minority with the 
product of our sweat?" the CTC leader 
asked. 

The cry of "No!" resonated through the 
vast square. 

The spirit of this exchange permeated the 
Continued on Page 8 

Arnalda Santos 
About 1.3 million people filled the streets of Havana for May Day demonstration 

Italian garrison is fired on in Albania 
BY BOBBIS MISAILIDES not to reinforce Berisha's ongoing hold on 

power. ATHENS, Greece- Thousands of 
working people gathered at the Square of 
the Flag in Vlore, Albania, on May Day to 
demand the ousting of President Sali 
Berisha. The protest was organized by the 
Committee for the Salvation of the People 
to press for the president's resignation and 
warn imperialist forces occupying Albania 

Three days later, the Italian garrison in 
VI ore was fired on, in the first direct assault 
on the imperialist troops in Albania. No one 
was injured in that incident. 

Vlore remains at the center of the work­
ing-class rebellion that erupted in early Feb­
ruary against the results of the "market re-
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WHY WORKING PEOPLE SHOULD OPPOSE INTERVENTION 
George Fyson/ Argiris Ma/apani~ and Jonathan Silberman 
Examines the roots of the carnage in Yugoslavia, where the 
U.S. and European powers are intervening militarily to ad­
vance their competing interests. Explains how groups of 
would-be capitalists - fragments of the former Stalinist re­
gime- are fighting a war for territory and 
resources. $8.95 

• Imperialism's March Toward Fascism 
and War by Jack Barnes 
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Socialist revolution by Mary-Alice 
Wate/3' 
• What the 1987 Stock Market Crash 
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forms" of the pro-capitalist Berisha admin­
istration. The confrontation was sparked by 
the collapse of fraudulent investment 
schemes, known as "pyramids," which the 
Berisha government had backed. The revolt 
has caused a deep crisis in the bureaucratic 
caste that has controlled political power in 
this Balkan workers state for decades. 

Since their landing in Albania in mid­
April, imperialist forces have continued to 
spread their detachments around the coun­
try from the initial camps they set up in 
Tirana, Durres, Fier, and Vlore. On May 5, 
300 Romanian troops, accompanied by Ital­
ian and French soldiers, moved into 
Gjirokaster, in southern Albania. Greek 
troops were deployed from Tirana to 
Elbasan. The 6,500 foreign troops, led by 
Italian army units, are collaborating with the 
government of "national reconciliation" to 
press for the dissolution of rebel councils 
in the south and the disarming of the popu­
lation. 

The ultimate goal of the intervention is 
to speed the day when imperialist powers 
can do away with the remaining gains of 
the 1944-46 socialist revolution and re-im­
pose the complete domination of capitalism. 
The Italian, Greek, French, and other forces 
are carrying out this mission under the pre­
text of guaranteeing distribution of "hu­
manitarian aid." 

Many working people hold illusions that 
Continued on Page 14 
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555 fascist candidates to 
campaign in France elections 

The fascist National Front (NF) party an­
nounced May 1 plans to run 555 candidates 
in the legislative elections scheduled in 
France May 25 and June 1. NF leader Jean­
Marie Le Pen said he would not run for a 
parliamentary seat so that he could challenge 
French president Jacques Chirac in the next 
presidential elections, in 2002. 

Le Pen spoke to an audience of 10,000 
on May 1, as he sought to gain a broader 
hearing in the midst of a social crisis in 
France where unemployment is 12.8 percent. 
In recent elections, the fascist party has won 
mayoral contests in four cities. 

Austrian fascist to form 'union' 
Jorg Haider, fascist leader of Austria's 

Freedom party told 3,000 people at a May 
Day rally in Linz he planned to form a 
"Trade Union New" for "skilled workers, the 
diligent, and women." Haider is seeking to 
become Austrian chancellor in the next elec­
tions, which could take place in 1998. "Now 
that we have more support from working 
people it is important that we have better 
representation in the trade union movement," 
Haider told the rally. Two years ago Haider 
was filmed addressing a secret meeting of 
veterans of Hitler's Waffen SS. 

ment declaring, "European 
chicken and turkey producers 
have been protected from 
American competition since the 
early 1960s." 

Military cracks whip in 
Turkey 

Cops in Turkey closed down 
seven buildings April 27 hous­
ing Islamic education classes af­
ter the military demanded a 
crackdown on Muslim organi­
zations by Prime Minister 
Necmettin Erbakan. An April 
26 meeting the National Secu­
rity Council (NSC) demanded 
Erbakan implement anti-Islamic 
measures or resign. Two True 
Path party members resigned 
from the coalition government 
in late April and pressure is 
mounting on Tansu <;iller, 
deputy prime minister and True 
Path leader, to pull out. Turkey's 
military leaders sent a column 
of tanks through an Ankara sub­
urb in February after its mayor, 
a member of Erbakan 's Refah 
party, invited the Iranian ambas­
sador to give a speech in favor 
of an Islamic state. 

estimated to be rich in oil and 
mineral deposits. The islands are 
claimed in whole or part by re­
gimes in the Philippines, China, 
Malaysia, Brunei, Vietnam and 
Taiwan. According to the Asso­
ciated Press, Philippines Gen. 
Renaldo Reyes said a Filipino 
surveillance plane reported May 
2 that Beijing removed its armed 
vessels from the waters near the 
disputed islands, easing the ten­
sions. 

1,000 protest Brazil 
mine sell-off 

In elections for the European parliament 
last October, the Freedom party won almost 
28 percent of the vote, nearly as much as 
the two parties in the ruling coalition gov­
ernment. The Social Democrats won 29.2 
percent and the conservative People's party 
won 29.6 percent in that ballot. 

Corruption scandal 
wracks India 

Political turmoil continues to 
stalk India as the Central Bureau 

Under the pressure of protests like the one above in Febru­
ary, the Spanish government passed a law that gives gay 
and lesbian couples the right to marry and receive most of 
the legal benefits associated with marriage. 

Thousands of trade unionists 
and others in Brazil demonstrated 
April 28-29 against government 
moves to sell the state-owned min­
ing company, Vale do Rfo Doce. 
Brazilian cops attacked the two­
day mobilization with tear gas and 
a water cannon. The protesters 
called for a referendum, while 
former presidents Jose Samey and 
I tamar Franco accused the regime 
of President Fernando Cardoso of 
selling off Brazil's mineral wealth 
cheaply. The government planned 
to sell a 40-45 percent share in the 
iron-ore mine- the world's larg­
est - in an auction in Rio de 
Janeiro. 

Ohio school voucher 
plan nixed 

U.S., EU avert food trade war 
Washington backed off a threat to block 

$300 million worth of meat from countries 
in the European Union (EU) after forcing a 
last minute deal on the EU to accept each 
other's testing and inspection methods. Since 
April 1, the EU has blocked exports from 
the United States for red meat, poultry, eggs, 
dairy products and fish, worth some $125 
million a year. The U.S. government and 
trade officials in the EU will continue to ban 
poultry exports from each side, London's 
Financial Times reported. 

U.S. poultry bosses issued a joint state-

of Investigation announced 
April 28 it will prosecute 56 top politicians 
on corruption charges. The Central Bureau 
of Investigation said the corruption scandal 
involved the misuse of state funds worth up 
to $280 million over several years from a 
Bihar state scheme to provide subsidized 
animal feed. 

The accused include Laloo Prasad Yadav, 
chief minister of Bihar, who is also presi­
dent of Prime Minister lnder Kumar Gujral 's 
Janata Dal party. Gujral was sworn in as 
prime minister April 21 after H.D. Gowda 
was forced out of that position on April 11 
after 10 months in office. An unnamed busi­
ness executive of a major U.S. company told 
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Imperialist hands off Zaire! 
Washington and other imperialist 
powers are stepping up their 
propaganda for military interven­
tion in Zaire as the rebel forces 
prepare to topple the Mobutu 
dictatorship. The 'Militant' ex­
plains the facts about this rebeUion 
and why workers should oppose 
U.S. and other imperialist troops 
deployed in Africa. 
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the Wall Street Journal Gujral 's appointment 
was a "setback for business and economic 
reform" in India. 

Class struggle rocks oil 
production in Nigeria 

Assassins armed with cutlasses and auto­
matic weapons raided two villages in Nige­
ria April28, where activists have organized 
protests to demand compensation for envi­
ronmental damage caused by oil companies, 
including Shell and Chevron. The Nigerian 
military regime has also sent troops to quell 
a struggle for land rights in the southern port 
of Warri, the second-largest oil producing 
center in Nigeria. Strikes and other labor 
actions disrupted production of more than 
400,000 barrels of oil per day in Port 
Harcourt in late April. 

The Nigerian economy depends on pro­
ducing some 2 million barrels of oil per day 
for more than 90 percent of its foreign ex­
change earnings. Protesters in Warri say their 
village has seen very little development de­
spite the extraction of enormous wealth from 
there over the last 30 years. 

Manila, Beijing dispute islands 
The Philippines government put its mili­

tary forces on alert April 30 after suppos­
edly identifying three Chinese warships near 
the Spratly islands. The Spratlys are a chain 
of atolls and reefs in the South China Sea 
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The Ohio District Court of 
Appeals ruled 3 to 0 on May 1 that the state's 
$5.5 million voucher program to subsidize 
private schools was unconstitutional. The 
Cleveland teachers union challenged the pro­
gram, which the court declared advances 
religion in violation of the separation of 
church and state because it provided gov­
ernment aid to religious schools. 

FBI wants more eavesdropping 
Executives from the telecommunications 

industry and civil libertarians issued a state­
ment asserting that the FBI is pressing phone 
companies across the United States to in­
stall equipment in their new digital commu­
nications systems that would enhance their 
wiretapping capabilities. The Communica­
tions Assistance for Law Enforcement Act 
of 1994 requires companies to accommo­
date FBI surveillance operations. 

Phone companies are installing new 
switches that do "not include all the func­
tionality required to satisfy evidentiary needs 
dictated by law and the courts," the spy 
agency claimed. Industry officials have 
balked at the FBI's recommendations be­
cause of the non-negotiable attitude of the 
secret police and because many of the 
switches will have to be upgraded or re­
placed once an agreement on surveillance 
standards is reached, raising the financial 
costs for the phone companies. 

-MAURICE WILLIAMS 
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Floods hit farmers 
in Canada, gov't 
relief is minimal 
Continued from front page 
to family-owned property could run into the 
hundreds of millions. 

The government has refused full compen­
sation to flood victims. They are offering 
up to CAN$1 00,000 in assistance for those 
who can afford to pay the first 20 percent in 
damages. This deal will exclude large num­
bers of working people. Ottawa has pledged 
only CAN$25 million in flood relief. 

hit by severe flooding when city authorities 
underestimated the scope of the rising flood­
waters and then fire demolished three city 
blocks. Estimates of the losses exceed US$! 
billion. Some 1.7 million acres of cropland 
is underwater there and unavailable for 
spring planting. A combination of an ex­
tremely cold winter, blizzards, and the flood, 
has killed up to 100,000 cattle in the state 
- 10 percent of its livestock. 

The town of Ste. Agathe, where 500 
people live, was submerged when a tempo­
rary dike failed. Several towns in the river 
valley have permanent ring dikes, which are 
holding, but they are empty of residents. The 
land could be underwater for weeks. 

Ottawa has sent in 7,000 soldiers from 
across the country to help in dealing with 
the Manitoba flood - in the largest opera­
tion of the Canadian Armed Forces since the 
Korean War. Both the government and the 
big-business media are consciously using 
this particular initiative to try to buttress the 
image of the Canadian military. Acts of tor­
ture, murder, and beatings by its members 
in Somalia, and sexual assaults and black 
marketeering in Bosnia have been front page 
news in recent years. 

Floods in Canada, North Dakota, and Minnesota have left thousands without homes. 

The city of Winnipeg has been relatively 
protected from the deluge by a floodway 
system built in the 1960s after a devastating 
flood in 1950. The floodway diverts a con­
siderable portion of the river's flow around 
the city. While most of the towns on the 
flood plain also have permanent dikes 
around them, farmland and farm buildings 
are unprotected. 

The damage is even more severe in North 
Dakota and Minnesota, where 60,000 people 
were forced from their homes and farms. 
The city of Grand Forks, North Dakota, was 

Four of the eight large photographs of 
people fighting the flood in the Toronto 
Globe and Mail have been soldiers, though 
they are a small percentage ofthe volunteer 
sandbaggers and dike builders. 

Liberal prime minister Jean Chretien has 
come under considerable criticism for call-

ing a federal election just as the crest of the 
floodwaters was approaching Manitoba 
from North Dakota. He flew into Winnipeg 
April 26 to make an appearance at a dike, 
then flew back to Ottawa to announce the 
election the following day. 

This deluge and the fact that flooding is a 
periodic danger facing the valley are in large 
part the result of the impact capitalist agri­
cultural practices have on land and water 
management. 

Southern Manitoba is a flat plain that is a 
glacial lake bottom formed when the Ice Age 
glaciers were retreating. The Red River val­
ley, which before European settlement was 

Barley farmers vote to maintain 
protection of central marketing board 
BY HOWARD BROWN 

ROSETOWN, Saskatchewan- Western 
Canadian barley producers have voted by a 
decisive 62.9 percent majority in favor of 
retaining the Canadian Wheat Board (CWB) 
as exclusive marketing agent for malting 
and export barley. The vote shows that 
among small- and medium-sized producers, 
the board marketing system is seen as pro­
viding significant protection from the profit­
gouging of the private grain trade. 

Out of 77,437 farmers eligible to vote, 
58,042 mailed in ballots -a turnout of 
nearly 75 percent, reflecting the intensity 
of debate on this issue over the past few 
months. 

In response to the aggressive campaign 
of the private grain trade and the lobby 
groups for large farmers, about 37 per cent 
voted for an end to the board's jurisdiction 
over barley in favor of sales through the 
"open market." Since the mid-1970s, suc­
cessive capitalist governments have sought 
to fatten corporate agriculture's profits 
through chipping away at the wheat board's 
authority. 

''I'm very pleased," said Nettie Wiebe, 
president of the National Farmers Union 
(NFU), which campaigned in support of the 
board. Describing the victory as "a land­
slide," Wiebe called on board opponents to 
respect the plebiscite's outcome and let up 
in their drive against the CWB. 

But there's no sign that Wiebe's call will 
be heeded by the anti-CWB forces, who are 
presenting the vote's results as a sign of the 
growing strength of their campaign. 

"I don't think this is a grain issue. I don't 
think this is a barley issue. I think this is an 
issue about basic individual rights," said 
Buck Spencer of the Western Barley Grow­
ers Association. In a second blow to wheat 
board opponents, a few days later, a federal 
court judge ruled against a legal challenge 
to the board system by the Barley Growers, 
the Alberta Barley Commission, and anum­
ber of individual farmers. 

Spencer, like other board opponents, com­
plained that farmers were not provided with 
the ballot option of voluntarily selling 
through the CWB. "I think about 85 per­
cent of the farmers would be in favor of a 

Farmers Face the Crisis of the 1990s 
Doug Jenness 
Examines the deepening economic and social 
crisis in the capitalist world and explains how 
farmers and workers can unite internationally 
against the mounting assaults from the billion­
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dual market," he said. 
Ted Allan, president of the United Grain 

Growers elevator company, said the vote 
confirmed his company's belief most farm­
ers support a voluntary CWB. The vote had 
not resolved the barley marketing question, 
Allan argued. 

Dual marketing is "just another way of 
destroying the board," countered Eric 
Upshall, minister of agriculture in 
Saskatchewan's New Democratic Party gov­
ernment, which supported a pro-board vote 
in the plebiscite. Under the current market­
ing setup, the CWB is sole marketer of bar­
ley for malting and export, as well as for 
wheat. The returns from board sales are 
pooled and shared among farmers on the 
basis of their deliveries. A voluntary wheat 
board operating in a "dual market" would 
permit large farmers and grain traders to 
cherry-pick more lucrative markets, dimin­
ishing the returns from the pool account dis­
tributed among producers. 

The late-March Western Canada hearings 
of the House of Commons agriculture com­
mittee provided a forum for the ongoing 
debate, with legislation now before Parlia­
ment that would significantly undermine the 
wheat board. Among other measures, the 
Liberal government bill would enable the 
CWB to purchase grain on a cash basis out­
side the pooling system. 

Most individual farmers who showed up 
at the hearings supported the board, the 
weekly Western Producer reported. In fact, 
at the Saskatoon hearing, the National Farm­
ers Union was accused by a Reform MP of 
stacking the hearing. 

At the Calgary hearings, Conservative 
provincial agriculture minister Walter 
Paszkowski threatened that Alberta would 
opt out of the wheat board's jurisdiction if 
further measures were not introduced by 
Ottawa to weaken the board. Representing 
anti-wheat board activist Tom Jackson, 
Victoria lawyer Doug Christie complained 
that Ottawa passes laws to allow women to 
have abortions but won't allow farmers to 
sell their own wheat. Christie is best known 
for his courtroom defense of anti-Semites 
and Holocaust deniers James Keegstra and 
Ernst Zundel. 

Meanwhile, newspaper ads placed by the 
right-wing Canadian Farmers for Justice 
claim the group has signed up 425 farmers 
for a convoy of grain trucks to cross the 
Canada-U.S. border to defy the CWB 's ju­
risdiction over wheat and barley. 

Howard Brown is a grain farmer in 
Rosetown. Saskatchewan. 

full of swamps and wet grasslands, is one 
of the most densely drained regions in the 
world. The drainage ditches speed spring 
runoff, allowing machinery onto the land 
earlier. This lengthens the growing season 
in this northerly region, providing one pro­
tection against crop failure. The drainage 
also burdens the river with faster runoff and 
increased risk of flooding. 

Retired University of Manitoba zoology 
professor William Pruitt noted in an inter­
view that other practices contribute to the 
problem as well. He pointed to "the system 
of land tenure we have, where land is di­
vided into sections and quarter-sections a 
half mile on a side, which prevents superior 
land management practices like contour 
plowing. That would allow the land to ab­
sorb more water and slow runoff." He added 
that a general reevaluation of crop practices 
should follow. For example, farmers could 
be encouraged to grow cops like various 
types of hay that are suited to wetter land. 

20,000 workers 
protest antiunion 
bill in Australia 

BY LINDA HARRIS 
SYDNEY, Australia- Thousands 

of workers rallied in Perth, West Aus­
tralia, on April 29 to protest new anti­
union industrial legislation. Union or­
ganizers hailed the rally as the biggest 
in West Australia's history, estimating 
20,000 workers turned out. 

The same day, interstate road and rail 
deliveries were halted and no airline 
flights left or arrived in Perth. Strikes 
took place at the Kwinana and Muji 
power stations in West Australia. 
Teachers, nurses and other public sec­
tor workers also took strike action dis­
rupting communications and other ser­
vices across the state. 

The 24-hour stoppage was part of an 
Australian Council of Trade Unions 
(ACTU)-sponsored blockade of West 
Australia. The actions coincided with 
the antiunion bill being introduced in 
the State's Upper House. (It has already 
been passed in the Lower House.) 

A similar 24-hour blockade was or­
ganized in October 1995 when this leg­
islation was first proposed. This re­
sulted in the West Australian govern­
ment withdrawing it. 

The new industrial legislation will 
impose some of the toughest restric­
tions on union activity in Australia. It 
introduces compulsory secret ballots 
before any form of industrial action is 
taken and it increases fmes on individu­
als and unions for illegal strikes. It se­
verely restricts unions' right of entry 
into workplaces and effectively out­
laws the use of union funds for politi­
cal purposes. 

The rally was addressed by Jennie 
George, the president of ACTU, who 
said the legislation contravenes inter­
national conventions on freedom of as­
sociation. 

The ACTU decided on April 30 to 
extend the campaign against the West 
Australian government nationally. 
Public sector workers are being di­
rected not to collect State taxes and 
charges. The Transport Workers Union 
is continuing to organize rolling strikes 
disrupting freight deliveries. 
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2,500 rally for gay 
rights in Alabama 
BY CINDY JAQUITH 

BIRMINGHAM, Alabama- Some 
2,500 people here protested the local ABC­
TV affiliate's refusal to broadcast the April 
30 segment of the popular sitcom Ellen. In 
the episode, lead character "Ellen Morgan," 
played by Ellen DeGeneres, comes out as a 
lesbian. In the weeks leading up to the air­
ing of the program, DeGeneres had publicly 
announced she is gay. 

When the ABC channel here decided to 
ban the program, gay activists from Bir­
mingham Pride Alabama searched for a 
public facility where the show could be 
broadcast as a protest. Rebuffed by one the­
ater, they finally secured downtown 
Birmingham's Boutwell Auditorium. 

The night of the showing, 2,500 people 
poured into the auditorium, exceeding the 
expectations of most activists. Many na­
tional media also showed up, including 
CNN, the Los Angeles Times, Reuters, USA 
Today, "Entertainment Tonight," and the 
Philadelphia Daily News. 

Birmingham's ABC affiliate was the only 
one in the country to black out the sitcom. 

According to the Birmingham Net~·s, station 
president Jerry Heilman "called it inappro­
priate for family viewing." 

But many people clearly rejected both 
ABC's censorship and its antigay stance. 
Among those attending the special show­
ing of Ellen were not only gays but a sig­
nificant number of others who support gay 
rights. Before the broadcast began, Cathy 
Renna, from the Gay & Lesbian Alliance 
Against Defamation, spoke briefly about the 
importance of the large turnout here. When 
she reported that Chrysler, General Motors, 
Wendy's, and Johnson & Johnson had 
pulled their TV ads from the evening's 
show, the crowd booed. 

Kevin Snow, vice president of Birming­
ham Pride Alabama. declared the strong 
turnout was a statement that gays "will no 
more be cropped out of the picture." 

The one-hour TV program followed, in­
terrupted constantly by cheers and laughter 
as Ellen took well-aimed jabs at many myths 
and prejudices about homosexuals. 

Two days before the showing, more than 
I 00 people held an outdoor rally to condemn 

Protest in March against bombing of gay club and abortion clinic in Atlanta. Thou­
sands have taken action rejecting the antigay propaganda of capitalist politicians. 

ABC's censorship and defend gay rights. 
Meanwhile, on April29, a federal appeals 

court upheld a lower court decision that an 
Alabama law denying state funds to gay 
organizations is unconstitutional and dis­
criminatory. 

The law was originally challenged in 
court by the Gay, Lesbian. Bisexual Alli­
ance at the University of South Alabama in 
Mobile. That group had been denied stu­
dent activity funding for a regional gay 
rights conference. 

Socialists petition for ballot in Washington, D.C. 
BY SAM MANUEL 

WASHINGTON, D.C.- Supporters of 
Mary Martin, Socialist Workers candidate 
for chair of the city council in the District 
of Columbia are pushing to complete a pe­
titioning campaign by May 14 to get on the 
ballot. Martin is an airline worker and a 
member of International Association of 
Machinists Local 1759. She has been in­
volved in the fight for women's rights, in 
mobilizations against imperialist wars and 
in working-class politics for more than 25 
years. The socialist candidate will need 
3,000 signatures on petitions to obtain bal­
lot status for the July 22 special election. 

The city council was mandated to call the 
election following the death of council 
chairman Dave Clarke. Martin will be op­
posed by Democratic councilwoman Linda 
Cropp, and Republican candidate Benjamin 
Metz. 

The socialist campaign was well received 
at a protest of 200 Black farmers and their 
supporters against racist discrimination they 
face from the United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA). 

The socialist candidate also attended 
some of the rounds of hearings on a pro­
posal to close 11 of the 16 schools in the 
city. The proposal is expected to be approved 
by a "trustee school board." Elected school 
board members were replaced with the trust­
ees just weeks after their election last No­
vember. The trustee board was appointed by 
the Financial Control Board, which was it­
self appointed by the U.S. president in 1995. 

Angry protests have been organized 
across the city against the cutbacks. Sev­
eral parents and students noted in the hear­
ings that some of the schools proposed to 
be closed are among the better performing 
schools in the system. The buildings from 
several schools to be closed are slated for 

leasing to "generate revenue." Some 5,800 
students will be affected by the closings. 

'"My campaign is opposed to closing a 
single school in the district,'" Martin ex­
plained. "These protests are an important 
part ofthe fight to defend public education." 

Martin and her supporters also joined pro­
tests by students at the University of the 
District of Columbia (UDC) against propos­
als to slash its funding. Some 200 students 
there have signed to get the socialist candi­
date on the ballot. UDC, the only public 
university in this city, is mostly attended by 
Black, Latino, Asian, and working-class stu­
dents. The university is a product of the 
massiv<t protests for equal and expanded 
education during the civil rights movement 
in the 1960s and 1970s. 

The socialist candidate is also campaign­
ing against renewed attempts to impose the 
death penalty in the city. On April21 Mayor 
Marion Barry asked the city council to adopt 

legislation imposing the death penalty for 
those convicted of killing a cop. A referen­
dum ordered by Congress to impose broader 
death penalty provisions was overwhelm­
ingly defeated in 1992. 

"The death penalty is nothing more than 
a weapon of terror wielded by the capitalist 
rulers against working people," explained 
the socialist candidate. 

The socialist candidate also calls for cut­
ting the workweek to 30 hours' work for 40 
hours' pay to create more jobs at union 
wages; defending and expanding social se­
curity; support for sriking workers; no im­
perialist intervention in Albania or Zaire; 
ending Israeli occupation of Palestinian 
land; and support for the Cuban revolution 
and end to the embargo and travel ban 
against Cuba. 

Sam Manuel is a member of the United 
Transportation Union. Entering the last week of the effort, sup­

porters have gathered more than I ,700 sig­
natures at campuses, shopping areas, street 
comers, on the job, and at political meet­
ings. Petitioners have sold more than 4 7 
books published by Pathfinder Press, a ma­
jor publisher of the writings and speeches 
by Fidel Castro, Emesto (Che) Guevara, 
Malcolm X, Karl Marx, Vladimir Lenin, and 
other revolutionary working-class leaders. 

Canada CP wins victory for election rights 
BY ROGER ANNIS 

VANCOUVER- The Communist Party 
of Canada has won a victory for democratic 
rights in a court challenge to a 1994 seizure 

Young Socialists join May Day 
actions of 5,000 in Iceland 
BY GREG McCARTAN 

Following a May Day demonstration of 
5,000 workers and youth in Reykjavik, Ice­
land, 60 people attended an open house at 
the Pathfinder bookstore. The event was 
sponsored by supporters of the Militant 
newspaper and the Young Socialists (YS). 

"One reason for the big turnout," said 
Sigurlaug Gunnlaugsd6ttir, who helped or­
ganize the meeting, "was that there was a 
one-day strike just before Easter of all the 
unions that organize unskilled workers in 
Reykjavik. This strike was part of the gen­
eral negotiations that cover most unionized 
workers in the country, some of which have 
not been concluded." 

An agreement was reached granting wage 
increases of 12 percent over three years, 
which covers unions of unskilled workers 
and workers in light industry, food, docks, 
and municipalities. "Many were not satis­
fied with the outcome and thought more 
should have been negotiated," Gunnlaugs­
d6ttir said. Some 1 ,000 workers remain on 
strike in the fishing industry freezing plants 
in the western part of the country. They are 
demanding higher wage increases than in 
the general agreement. Electricians have 
also not concluded agreements. 

"Students at one school also had a one­
day strike," Gunnlaugsd6ttir said. "They 
were protesting that those who fail exams 
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have to pay money in order to retake them." 
The Iceland Federation of Labor (ASI) 

organized the May Day demonstration and 
rally. "The event used to be mainly banners 
of unions and a few central demands. To­
day the central slogan was: Defend the Pen­
sion Funds," she said. "There were a vari­
ety of slogans and banners. I saw at least 
two Cuban flags and several people had 
revolutionary leader Emesto Che Guevara 
portrayed on placards. A group who sup­
ports the TU.pac Amaru Revolutionary 
Movement joined, raising protests against 
the attack on them by the Peruvian govern­
ment. A person carried a sign demanding 
the release of Mumia Abu-Jamal," who is 
on death row after a frame-up conviction in 
Pennsylvania. There were unionists carry­
ing signs saying "More pay for the eight 
hours." The Young Socialists had a banner. 

Gylfi Pall Hersir, a communist and mem­
ber of Dawn, the general workers union, 
spoke at the open house after the May Day 
rally on "Is the fight for socialism on the 
agenda?" Gunnlaugsd6ttir said that "all 
kinds of people came from the rally, includ­
ing at least four high school students and 
several members of Dawn, which is the big­
gest union in the country. Several high 
school students expressed interest in join­
ing the YS, and we sold three Militant sub­
scriptions, as well as books and pamphlets." 

of some of the party's assets by Elections 
Canada, the election agency of the Cana­
dian government. On May 2, a judge of the 
Ontario Supreme Court granted $20,000 in 
court costs as well as ongoing legal expenses 
pending another hearing of the party's case 
next November. 

The judge also gave government lawyers 
until May 5 to show cause why the name of 
the party should not appear on the ballot in 
the Toronto riding (electoral district) of 
Davenport where party leader Miguel 
Figueroa is running in the current federal 
election. 

In 1993, the Canadian Parliament adopted 
amendments to the Canada Elections Act 
aimed at muzzling small political parties. 
The new law raised the fee a candidate must 
pay to run in a federal election from $200 
to $1,000 and the number of signatures of 
voters required on nomination papers from 
25 to 100. 

Another section of the new law targeted 
registered political parties which the gov­
ernment agency decides it doesn't like. It 
provides for the forced dissolution and sei­
zure of the assets of a registered party which 
no longer meets the minimum criteria to be 
recognized as such. The principal criteria is 
that a registered party must present a mini­
mum of 50 candidates in a federal election. 
There are 301 ridings represented in the 
Canadian Parliament. 

Registered parties receive government 
funding and guaranteed access to paid po­
litical broadcasts, and they are the only par­
ties with the right to have party names ap­
pear on the ballot alongside the names of 
their candidates. 

The Communist Party, a registered party 
in 1993, was hit by the new law during and 
after the federal election that year where it 
presented eight candidates. Its name was not 
allowed on the ballot and some of its fin an-

cia! and physical assets were seized in April 
1994. At least one other party that was 
deregistered following the 1993 election, the 
Rhinoceros Party, was not required to tum 
over its assets. 

All parties represented in the Canadian 
Parliament in 1993 voted in favor of the 
amendments to the election act. The Com­
munist Party is presenting 13 candidates in 
the current federal election. 

In Vancouver, meanwhile, the party has 
denounced an April 23 death threat against 
its members. On that night, an envelope 
containing 20 bullets and a hand-written 
note was delivered through the mail slot of 
the party's office in Vancouver. It read in 
part, "Our blood has reached the boiling 
point ... the British Columbia Militia de­
clares war upon your Communist Party. To 
show we mean business, we include a 
sample of our M-16's power. We shall ex­
ercise this power by randomly shooting 
people who dare to enter the Communist 
headquarters." The offices house the edito­
rial office of the party's newspaper, the 
People's Voice, and Kimball Cariou, the 
CP's candidate in the current federal elec­
tion in the Vancouver East electoral district, 
works there as the newspaper editor. 

The party has demanded a full police in­
vestigation and increased police surveil­
lance of the busy street where its headquar­
ters is located, and says the response by 
police has been totally unsatisfactory. On 
April28, the Vancouver Police informed the 
party that it had ceased investigating the 
threat and would not provide any special 
surveillance of the area surrounding the 
party's offices. 

Roger Annis is the candidate of the Com­
munist League in the riding of Vancouver 
King sway. He is a member of the Interna­
tional Association of Machinists. 



SELL THE BOOKS WORKERS OF THE WORLD NEED 
Join the campaign to sell Pathfinder books and pamphlets 

Socialists have banner month 
selling revolutionary books 
BY MAURICE WllLIAMS 
AND GREG McCARTAN 

Socialists around the world scored a real victory in 
April by selling more than 3,000 Pathfinder books and 
pamphlets to unionists, fighters involved in strikes and 
protests, youth seeking information on what socialism 
is, and others. These are the results from the first full­
month of a special effort to utilize a "super sale" by 
Pathfinder of a wide range of revolutionary literature. 

This week, the publishing house's distributor pack­
aged and shipped many thousand more titles that will 
soon be on literature tables, shown around on the job, 
and put up on shelves in Pathfinder bookstores around 
the world. Volunteers have filled over I 00 orders, includ­
ing 125 of the special offer being advertised in the Mili­
tant of the 14-volume Writings of Leon Trotsky, a central 
leader of the Russian revolution and the Communist In­
ternational. 

As part ofthis effort, socialists are organizing classes, 
especially on "Their Trotsky and Ours: Communist Con­
tinuity Today," the feature article in New International 
no. I, by Jack Barnes. Together with reaching out with 
the books and the Militant and joining the many social 
protest actions and political events, these educational 
classes will help interest those new to the socialist move­
ment in joining the Young Socialists or the Socialist Work­
ers Party, as well as attending the party's convention 
June 11-14 in Oberlin, Ohio. 

Socialists plan to build on the experience gained in 
April over the coming months. For example, communist 
workers in the rail and steel industries held national meet­
ings May 3-4 in San Francisco and Pittsburgh respec­
tively. Participants in the meetings discussed some of 
the progress they are making in getting Pathfinder titles 
into the hands of co-workers in their unions and the 
increased political activity they are carrying out on the 
job as a result of the stepped-up sales effort. 

L.A. socialists sell nearly 500 books 
In Los Angeles, Craig Honts reports that socialists 

sold 495 Pathfinder titles in the month of April, including 
169 books and pamphlets in the bookstore itself. 

"We set up literature tables inside and outside the 
movie theater showing a movie on Che Guevara in Bo­
livia. Our table was swamped! During the first week the 
movie was shown we sold more than $2,200 worth of 
books and pamphlets including 23 copies of The Boliv­
ian Diary ofErnesto Che Guevara. I think we'll go over 
$3,000 before the movie stops playing here," Honts said. 
"We met two high school students at the theater who 
came to the Young Socialist class on Che Guevara. They 
told us 'the best thing about that movie was seeing it 
and meeting you guys.'" 

The Los Angeles Pathfinder Bookstore set up a table 
at the L.A. Times Book Fair, where 123 books and pam­
phlets were sold. "Our best seller there was the Commu­
nist Manifesto," Honts reports, adding that they put 
books on special sale at the front of the table, but noted 
"it's the politics - what is in the books - that sells 
them. 

"We can sell a lot of books to co-workers, also. I take 
a briefcase to work full of books and open it up at lunch 
time. One co-worker wanted every 'supersaver' title on 
Malcolm X to build up his library. He also ordered W.E.B. 
DuBois Speaks and Fighting Racism in World War II, a 
real popular book." 

Many socialist workers have been finding ways to let 
fellow unionists know about the sale. Steelworkers in 
Cleveland put out a leaflet organized by topic, listing 
titles on labor struggles, the fight for Black liberation, 

Militant/Carole Lesnick 
Socialists topped the sales chart in Los Angeles, above. 

socialism, and others. Others have been marking the 
books in a Pathfinder catalog available at special sales 
prices so coworkers can see the entire selection of titles 
distributed by the publishing house as well. 

Activists in Philadelphia sold 135 Pathfinder titles last 
month, said garment worker Pete Seidman. "We sold 19 
books and pamphlets at an April 27 protest against the 
Clinton administration's volunteer summit. The next day 
nine titles were bought by participants at an all-day teach­
in organized by Local 1199 of the hospital workers union." 
Seidman said socialist workers sold 11 books at a femi­
nist conference held at Temple University, including sev­
eral copies of Women's Evolution by Evelyn Reed. 

"We sold 146 books and pamphlets in April, our high­
est monthly total since we began the book sale effort 
more than a year ago," writes Peter Thierjung, Pathfinder 
Bookstore director in Greensboro. Thierjung reported a 
leader of the Concerned Citizens of Tillery, the group 
organizing Black farmers protesting land loss, bought 15 
Pathfinder titles, including The Changing Face of U.S. 
Politics. 

Socialist workers from Chicago participated along with 
150 others in the National Independent Politics Summit 
in Decatur, Illinois May 1-3. While staffing a table at the 
conference, they sold 41 Pathfinder books, signed up 
two new members of the Pathfinder Readers Club, and 
four new subscribers to the Militant, reports Angel 
Lariscy. A member of the United Steel Workers of America 
who works at Bridgestone/Firestone in the city and was 
active in the strike there two years ago purchased eight 
books, as well as renewed his subscription to the paper. 
Conference participants bought five copies of A Pack­
inghouse Worker's Fight for Justice: The Mark Curtis 
Story. 

The Militant urges supporters to continue sending 
sales stories and pictures of political events, on the job, 
campus tables, plant gates, and at picket lines of striking 
workers. These reports strengthen the coverage of the 
response of workers, fighters, and youth to Pathfinder 
books, the Militant and Perspectiva Mundial. 

Great sales in garment, textile 
BY JOANPALTRINERI 

GREENSBORO- Members of the Union of 
Needletrades, Industrial and Textile Employees (UNITE) 
are beginning to step up sales of Pathfinder titles to co­
workers on the job. Socialist workers around the coun­
try who are members of UNITE are promoting the sale 
and sold 34 books in April, going over a goal of 26 for 
the month. 

One member of Local 2603 at the Kmart distribution 
center here bought two books of Malcolm X's speeches 
and plans to buy more next month. He said the sale of­
fers him an opportunity to expand his library. Three other 
Local 2603 members bought titles on Cuba to learn more 
about the Cuban revolution. One person also signed up 
for an introductory subscription toP erspectiva Mundial. 
Another unionist bought an introductory subscription 
to the Militant. One copy of New International has also 
been purchased. 

Four members ofLocall994 at the Tultex textile mill in 
Martinsville, Virginia, placed orders for five titles, in­
cluding four books of Malcolm X's speeches and a copy 
of the Action Program to Confront the Coming Eco­
nomic Crisis. Peter Thierjung, a member of the local, 
reports that the orders, taken over three days, were the 
result of talking to as many co-workers are possible about 
the sale. 

Sales to UNITE members in Atlanta include three titles 
on the Cuban revolution, five books of Malcolm X's 
speeches, and a copy of the Eastern Airlines Strike: 
Accomplishments of Rank-and-File Machinists. "The 
response to the sale opens new opportunities to dis­
cuss with coworkers subscribing to the socialist press," 
said Mike Italie who works at the plant. 

Joan Paltrineri is a member of UNITE Local 2603 in 
Greensboro, North Carolina. 

Monthly Sales of Pathfinder Books 

Countries/Cities Goal 
UNITED STATES 
Los Angeles 120 
Greensboro 41 
Philadelphia 41 
Detroit 54 
Washington, D.C. 64 
Boston 65 
Peoria 27 
San Francisco 110 
Pittsburgh 54 
Chicago 77 
Miami 41 
Des Moines 45 
Atlanta 48 
Twin Cities 104 
Morgantown 32 
Salt Lake City 27 
Houston 65 
New York 245 
Birmingham 36 
Cleveland 50 
Seattle 80 
Newark 171 
U.S. Total 1436 
Goal/Should be 1800 

NEW ZEALAND 
Auckland 
Christchurch 
N.Z. Total 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Manchester 
London 
U.K. Total 

AUSTRALIA 

GREECE 

CANADA 

45 
35 
80 

56 
150 
206 

36 

13 

Montreal 80 
Vancouver 41 
Toronto 80 
Canada Total 201 

SWEDEN 55 

FRANCE 25 

UNITED STATES 
UNITE 
USWA 
UFCW 
lAM 
UAW 
UTU 
OCAW 
UMWA 
U.S. Total 

AUSTRALIA 
AMWU 

CANADA 
USWA 
lAM 
Canada Total 

UNITED 
KINGDOM 
TGWU 
RMT 
AEEU 
Total U.K. 

April 

Sotd "'o 

495 413% 
146 356% 
135 329".4 
136 252".4 
157 245% 
152 234% 
62 230% 

252 229% 
123 228% 
161 209% 

81 198% 
88 196% 
86 179% 

173 166% 
50 156% 
34 126% 
81 125% 

283 116% 
38 106% 
53 106% 
79 99% 

153 89% 
2523 176% 

100% 100% 

66 147% 
59 169% 

125 156% 

63 113% 
145 97% 
208 101% 

Previous Months 

Mar Feb Jan 

94% 
90% 

102% 
89% 

134% 
137% 
56% 

113% 
96% 
97% 

107% 
16% 

156% 
29% 
19% 
30% 
97% 

95% 81% 
20% 22% 
54% 88% 

233% 123% 
67% 84% 
55% 100% 
52% 130% 

168% 243% 
49% 71% 
84% 103% 

144% 117% 
71% 31% 
88% 117% 
43% 41% 
69% 56% 
74% 50% 

128% 34% 
60% 43% 45% 
44 o/o 78% 1 06% 
70% 94% 66% 
84% 79% 84% 
76% 57% 51% 
74% 71% 74% 

1 00% 1 00% 1 00% 

62% 41% 100% 
51% 100% 136% 
80% 61 o/o 112% 

0% 0% 46% 
97% 78% 141% 
64% 36% 95% 

36 100% 105% 44% 175% 

13 100% 331% 23% 46% 

73 91% 40% 
37 90% 66% 
68 85% 54% 

178 89% 160% 

46% 61% 
34% 154% 
40% 226% 
38% 95% 

46 84% 0% 109% 69% 

11 44% 164% 96% 20% 

Goal Sold Total Mar Feb Jan 

26 36 138% 31% 23% 69% 
46 47 102% 33% 48% 22% 

6 5 83% 183% 67% 17% 
59 47 80% 20% 58% 39% 
65 40 62% 70% 82% 94% 
94 51 54% 27% 0% 15% 
44 19 43% 27% 27% 16% 

5 1 20% 133% 100% 67% 
345 246 71 o/o 38% 37% 37% 

4 2 50% 50% 100% 50% 

16 6 38% 42% 60% 25% 
8 3 38% 25% 88% 113% 

24 9 JBO.k 39% 81% 72% 

7 
10 
10 
27 

8 114% 29% 100% 0% 
1 10% 13% 0% 50% 
0 0% 10% 40% 40% 
9 33% 16% 44% 33% 

AEEU -Amalgamated Engineering and Electrical Workers 
Union; AMWU- Amalgamated Metal Workers Union; CAW 
- Canadian Autoworkers Union; EU- Engineers Union; 
MWU- Meat Workers Union; lAM- International Associa­
tion of f.Aachinists; OCAW- Oil, Chemical and Atomic Work­
ers; RMT - National Union of Rail, Maritime, and Transport 
Workers; TGWU - Transport and General Workers Union; 
UAW-United Auto Workers; UFBGWU- United Food, Bev­
erage, and General Workers Union; UFCW- United Food 
and Commercial Workers; UMWA- United Mine Workers 
of America; UNITE- Union of Needletrades, Industrial and 
Textile Employees; USWA- United Steelworkers of 
America; UTU -United Transportation Union. 
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- YOUNG SOCIALISTS AROUND THE WORLD 

YS takes steps to strengthen its leadership 
This column is written and edited by 

the Young Socialists (YS), an interna­
tional organization of young workers, 
students, and other youth fighting for so­
cialism. For more information about the 
YS write to: Young Socialists, P.O. Box 
14392, St. Paul, MN 55114. Tel: (612) 644-
0051. Compuserve: 105162,605 

BY MEG NOVAK 
MINNEAPOLIS- The Young Socialists 

National Committee met here May 2-3 tore­
view the work of the Young Socialists (YS) 
since its second national convention a month 
ago and take steps to strengthen its central 
leadership. The meeting elected a larger Na­
tional Executive Committee (NEC), voted to 
move the YS national office to Chicago, dis­
cussed building the U.S. delegation to the 
World Festival of Youth and Students, and 
decided to launch a fund drive. 

Young Socialists leaders from around the 
country shared experiences of protest dem­
onstrations and conferences that the YS has 
been a part of in the recent period, and the 
opportunities that are open to the commu­
nist youth organization to reach out with the 
Militant and books by revolutionaries to 
young fighters they meet. 

Brian Taylor, a member of the New York 
chapter, explained the importance of hav­
ing discussions on the political character of 
the conferences the Young Socialists par­
ticipates in. "We were part of a conference 
on police brutality in New York," Taylor 
said, referring to the National Emergency 
Conference on Police Brutality and Miscon­
duct called recently by the Center for Con­
stitutional Rights. "A Black cop, who 
claimed to be 'revolutionary,' called for 
cleaning up the police department from 
within. Because we had a discussion before­
hand with members of the YS and Socialist 
Workers Party who participated in the con­
ference," Taylor continued, "we were bet­
ter prepared to discuss with other confer­
ence participants the role of the cops under 
capitalism." 

"The more we participate in these con­
ferences, the more we're seen as a force 
within these movements," said Veronica 
Poses from the Twin Cities chapter. At the 
conference of MEChA -the Chicano Stu­
dent Movement of Aztlan - "several 
people told us that they had seen us at other 
conferences and demonstrations and had 
bought the Militant and Pathfinder books 
in the past," she added. 

Joshua Carroll, from Washington, D.C., 
spoke about the young people YS members 
there are working with following the Young 
Feminist Summit, and the potential for re­
cruiting them to the Young Socialists. He 
also spoke about people the YS has been 
working with who they met at a conference 
of Black farmers fighting against govern­
ment foreclosures of their farms. 

"In Des Moines, we have been driving out 
to meet with people in our region that Young 
Socialists met at the Young Feminist Sum­
mit in Washington, D.C., and the MEChA 
conference in East Lansing, Michigan," ex­
plained Tom Alter. YS members from Des 
Moines also attended the Pedagogy of the 
Oppressed conference in Omaha, Nebraska, 
where they sold over $500 worth of Path­
finder literature. 

"These experiences show the real oppor­
tunities that exist today for the YS to be a 
part of these conferences, and raise the po­
litical level of discussion by bringing the 
working class and the class struggle into 
them," explained Willey. "It also points to 
the organic relationship between the fights 
that we're engaged in, education, our conti­
nuity, and the need for serious discussion and 
study within the Young Socialists. Through 
these experiences, we will raise the politi­
cal level of the YS and become more effec­
tive at bringing communist politics to the 
young fighters we meet." 

National Committee (NC) members took 
this opportunity to discuss the work being 
done around the country in preparation for 
the 14th World Festival of Youth and Stu­
dents to be held in Havana, Cuba, July 28-
August 5. At its convention, the YS took on 
building this international forum on world 
politics as a major campaign. 

Paul Pederson reported a local festival 
commitee is reaching out to American In­
dian organizations, women's groups, and 
other organizations in the Minneapolis/St. 
Paul area. 

"At George Washington University in 
D.C., a member of the Arab Club has de­
cided to attend the festival," Carroll reported. 
He explained that by reaching out besides 
those involved in solidarity work with the 
Cuban revolution, the Young Socialists has 
met young fighters from a variety of back­
grounds who are interested in the festival. 

The National Committee also voted to 
launch a national fund drive, beginning May 
15 and going through June 30, with a goal 
of raising $6,000. Chapters will be discuss-

Militant/Nancy Cole 
Youth sign up for information on the World Youth Festival to be held this summer in 
Havana, Cuba, at protest against presidential summit in Philadelphia, April27. 

ing and voting on goals they plan to raise 
through pledges from members of the Young 
Socialists and fund-raising activities. 

Making YS a self-financed organization 
A good part of discussion at the meeting 

focused on the importance of working to­
ward becoming a self-financed organization. 
"After going to several political conferences 
over the past few months, I've grown to 
appreciate even more the fact that the com­
munist movement is self-financed," Poses 
explained. "We don't rely on any grants or 
contributions from bourgeois institutions to 
fund ourselves. 

Lieff Gutthuidaschmidtt explained how 
finances come directly out of the political 
work and goals of the YS and how this is an 
integral part of building a democratic cen­
tralist organization. 

Chapters will be discussing out with every 
member how much they can contribute to the 
fund drive, as well as organizing fund-rais­
ing activities that help the Young Socialists 
reach out political! y, such as speaking engage­
ments on campuses where the YS can get 
honoraria, socials, and pre-forum dinners. 

At the meeting, the National Committee 

voted to move the national office of the Young 
Socialists to Chicago for two central reasons. 
Chicago is a major working-class city that 
plays an important role in U.S. politics. Mov­
ing the national office there puts the YS na­
tionally in the strongest position to reach out 
to the rising Chicano struggle, protests against 
police brutality and other political events that 
workers and youth are part of. 

Strengthening the YS leadership 
"At the NACCS (National Association of 

Chicana/Chicano Studies) conference in 
Sacramento, California, almost 90 people 
from Chicago attended," Poses noted. "This 
points to the possibility to reach out to young 
fighters in that city, and the real political 
openings that exist there. The Young Social­
ists needs to put itself in the best position to 
respond to these things." Others pointed to 
the thousands of Latino fighters from Chi­
cago who participated last October in an 
immigrant rights march in Washington, 
D.C., and recent protests against a racist 
beating in Chicago. 

Youth festival committees step up work 

The Illinois membership of the Socialist 
Workers Party (SWP) recently voted to com­
bine the Chicago and Peoria branches into 
one, based in Chicago. This move puts the 
communist movement in that region in good 
stead to reach out further into the political 
fights in the city and region. 

"By having the kind of national leader­
ship we need in Chicago, we can move for­
ward towards doing what's objectively pos­
sible in every city where we are turned out 
into politics, building a large, politically 
strong chapter of the Young Socialists that 
is actively involved in the political life of 
the city and the region," explained Jack 
Willey in his report on leadership responsi­
bilities in the YS. 

BY JACK WILLEY 
NEW YORK - Following the May 4 

meeting of the U.S. Organizing Committee 
for the World Youth Festival, youth across 
the country are stepping up their activity to 
get dozens of applications into the commit­
tee office by the May 15 deadline. 

At the meeting, roughly 30 people dis­
cussed the building efforts in local areas, 
festival activities, and travel. 

Carlos Hernandez, a student from Los 
Angeles, reported that a local organizing 
committee for the youth festival was 
launched at a meeting of roughly 15 people 
May I. This was in part the product of 
smaller meetings with students at Occiden­
tal and Glendale Colleges. Activists there 
are setting up fund-raisers and have called 
their next planning meeting for May 15. 

Alex Papali, a student at the University 
of Massachusetts in Boston who came to 
the meeting, had become active in the past 
few weeks around the youth festival. The 
committee in Boston held their first meet­
ing a few weeks ago and have since focused 
on meeting with student organizations at the 
University of Massachusetts and other col­
leges in the area. 

Forty people attended an informational 
meeting in Minneapolis on April 30, re­
ported Adriana Sanchez. The meeting, spon­
sored by some student groups at the Uni­
versity of Minnesota, discussed the politi­
cal importance of the festival and 
fundraising efforts to get several people 
there. Several organizations and individu­
als expressed interest in going. 

Many students are submitting requests for 
money from their colleges through depart­
ments and administrative grants. 
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Stephanie Zwenko reported that fund-rais­
ing efforts are under way in Pittsburgh. The 
Pittsburgh Cuba Coalition raised $150 so far 
and activists there plan on reaching out to other 
groups to get more people to the festival. 

There is still much work to do nationally 
in getting youth and student groups to en­
dorse the U.S. Organizing Committee and 
send representatives to the festival. 

Leslie Cagan, chair of the U.S. Organiz­
ing Committee, reported 69 national prepa­
ratory committees internationally have been 
set up and organizers estimate youth will 
attend from 126 countries. So far, 65 people 
have sent in applications in the United States. 

There was quite a bit of discussion on 
travel at the meeting. Bob Guild, of Marazul 
Tours reported that 20 applicants submitted 
requests to the U.S. Treasury Department for 
a license to attend this international confer­
ence. The U.S. government prohibits U.S. 
residents from spending money in Cuba, 
effectively carrying out a travel ban. Since 
this is an international conference. the gov­
ernment can grant a license allowing par­
ticipants to spend money. The large major­
ity of applicants so far have indicated they 
want to apply for a license. 

Both Bob Guild and Argiris Malapanis, the 
representative from the Socialist Workers 
Party, urged meeting participants to encour­
age people in their local areas to apply for li­
censes as part of building a broad delegation, 
including many youth who have never trav­
eled to Cuba or to such an international gath­
ering before, and countering government ef­
forts to intimidate people from going. 

The festival, dedicated to revolutionary 
leader Ernesto Che Guevara, will include 
workshops on: peace, security, nuclear 

weapon-free world and international coop­
eration and friendship; anti-imperialist 
struggle, solidarity, national liberation, sov­
ereignty and self-determination; democracy 
and participation; environment and sustain­
able development; employment; education, 
science and technology; childhood; young 
women; health; culture and social commu­
nication; discrimination, racism and nco-fas­
cism; international youth and students move­
ments; and human/people ·s rights. 

Two new features have been added to the 
festival program: an anti-imperialist tribu­
nal that will include mock trials of imperi­
alist powers for their crimes against op­
pressed nations and discuss anti-imperialist 
struggles; and a bookfair with publishers 
from around the world. 

The meeting set a deadline of May 30 for 
local organizing committees to submit pro­
posals on who from local areas is designated 
to give special presentations on political top­
ics, like the fight for Native American rights 
or Puerto Rican independence. and cultural 
presentations at the festival. These proposals 
will in turn be sent to the International Prepa­
ratory Committee which is meeting in Havana 
in early June. Another national meeting of the 
U.S. Organizing Committee was set for Sun­
day, June 22, in New York City. 

The total cost for the festival is $600 for 
those who apply by May 15. This covers all 
expenses for the trip except airfare from the 
United States to Nassau, Bahamas, or 
Cancun, Mexico - the meeting points for 
U.S. participants. Applications must be ac­
companied by a $50 deposit and full pay­
ment is due by June 30. There will be an 
additional $25 charge for those who apply 
between May 16 and June 30. 

In a move to strengthen the national lead­
ership of the Young Socialists. the National 
Committee increased the size of the National 
Executive Committee from three to five 
members. This committee is charged with 
leading the work of the organization be­
tween meetings of the NC. The new NEC 
will include two members working in the 
industrial trade unions alongside other com­
munists in the YS and SWP. 

The new National Executive Committee 
is composed of Lieff Gutthuidaschmitt, Meg 
Novak, Cecilia Ortega, Veronica Poses, and 
Jack Willey. 

COME TO THE 

14th World 
Festival of 
Youth and 
Students 
CUBA'97 
For more information 
U.S. Organizing Committee 
for the World Youth Festival 
2565 Broadway #236 
New York, NY I 0025 
Tel: (212) 866-7270 



Washington maneuvers for role in Zaire 
BY MEGAN ARNEY 

The Alliance of Democratic Forces for 
the Liberation of Congo/Zaire (AFDL) has 
captured three-fourths of the country and are 
now 40 miles from the capital city of 
Kinshasa. As the rebels advance, the impe­
rialist powers - led by Washington - are 
maneuvering to establish a position in 
Zaire's future as the dictatorship ofMobutu 
Sese Seko collapses. 

Zaire, which borders nine other countries, 
is one of the wealthiest countries in all of 
Africa. It leads the world in industrial dia­
mond production, produces about a quarter 
of the world's cobalt, and ranks sixth in cop­
per production. Zinc, tin, manganese, gold, 
silver, iron ore, and uranium are also found 
there. Energy resources include 13 percent 
of the world's total hydroelectric potential, 
oil reserves, and some coal deposits. Since 
the rebellion began in October, the AFDL 
has consolidated control over nearly all of 
the country's mineral-rich regions. Several 
major imperialist corporations have report­
edly met with the rebels to set up contracts 
for mining. 

Seeing the collapse of the Mobutu regime 
as inevitable, the White House and other 
imperialist governments have called for the 
dictator to step down. On April 28, Wash­
ington sent William Richardson, U.S. am­
bassador to the United Nations, to Zaire to 
force negotiations between the Mobutu re­
gime and the AFDL. Washington is seeking 
to stabilize the situation, get a regime it can 
work with, and avoid any further instability 
that could damage imperialist interests in the 
region. 

Negotiations hit a snag 
Talks between AFDL leader Laurent 

Kabila and Mobutu were arranged for the 
weekend of May 3-4. South African presi­
dent Nelson Mandela, who has been push­
ing for the talks for months, was to be the 
liaison between Kabila and Mobutu during 
negotiations. Citing security reasons, Kabila 

refused to board the boat at the 
last minute. However, on May 
4, the rebel leader and Mobutu 
met, agreeing on nothing. 

Coming out of the meeting, 
Kabila continued to insist that 
Mobutu resign and demand im­
mediate transfer of power of the 
transitional government to the 
AFDL. Mobutu agreed to resign, 
but only to hand over power to 
either Archbishop Laurent 
Monsengwo, who resigned as 
head of the country's transitional 
parliament in 1996, or the cur­
rent prime minister, Gen. Likulia 
Bolongo. 

In a letter to Clinton, Mobutu 
said that if he left power, he 
wanted assurances that "some of 
his financial resources would re­
main intact," White House offi­
cials said. Kabila has conceded 

Zaire: rich pickings 

0\.mHQdof"J PH.WmCt<J) 

governmer~l tChn:":t) 

: . . 
M~aCJrieuhuraf: 

Cas$ava, ma;ze. rice, 

KINSHASA 

011 e>q>lor-; 

lAIRU' 1Boi9'""'-Z""•l: 
lair~ Gulf Od ii;$A·2-J. 
Oil refi.......,: 
Sod.t .. Zimr'tal""'"" de 

--( ~aly La!rm 

Hydro~ 
lngaO..m. 

"""" ~ Suu~r., \ZaUe\ I Ceuava, matze, -.fllent-. 

'"if.i,t·i:UMW' 

2 HAUT·ZAIRE 

Ccld: 
Off>OtJ de'S Mjnt'IS d' Or oe Ktlc-Mcto {Zaire}; Ktm~'1 (Beig:vm). a s..bsi<iJU.'y 
01 M<rom< f6cigium-Cana-;taj; 8atrl(;~ (ic.id: CI.HW!<tbOn(Canada) 
~ 
American O~ond Suyero. (Cao,ada USA); 
SxJ"'f~ Zaif'Oh;r:: Min~ dtJ Krw (O.tr!~ium} 

3 KASAl ORIENTAL 

: DiamOOCI$: 
i Mirt"'«> de S.Awaog;; 
i (Za.,et: 
j De Been~ (South AfHCW, 
~ Am.-ncao MfO<!rat Ftelds 
i (USA). 

4 KIVU 

~w ~t~ ili1 K1,,.._. 
(Zllito): 
0.,1' llner•l> iVK): 
A'lQ!o·Amooean 
{South Ah-u;a;; 
Samo {Canada), 

' J 

to give Mobutu eight days to 
consider the demand to step 
down, but added, "I made it 
clear a cease-fire is out of the 
question and my forces will ad­
vance on all fronts. If we make 
it to Kinshasa before the eight 
days then too bad, but we can-
not wait while he makes up his Map of the energy resources in Zaire 
mind." 

Washington's plan, Richardson 
stopped by to visit with Ugandan 
president Yoweri Museveni and 
Rwandan vice president Paul 
Kagame. 

History of imperialist backing 
Mobutu, who came to power in 

the 1960s with Washington's 
backing, has usurped an estimated 
$1 billion of Zaire's wealth. For 
decades Washington used his re­
gime as a protectorate in the re­
gion. At one point a paid CIA 
employee, Mobutu has long 
served the imperialists' interests. 

Shortly before Angola's inde­
pendence from Portuguese colo­
nial rule in November 1975, that 
country's new government -led 
by the Popular Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola (MPLA) -
was attacked by South African 
apartheid forces and Zairian 
troops. The invading forces were 
allied with the Angolan National 
Liberation Front (FNLA) and the 
Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola (UNITA). 

The Mobutu regime backed 
these counterrevolutionaries in 
Angola, and allowed Zaire to be 
used as a base for UNIT A leader 

On May 6, Mobutu was reportedly leav­
ing for what was called a three-day trip to 
Gabon. 

With rebel forces closing in on Kinshasa, 
Richardson delivered a message to Kabila 
saying, "We stressed our long-standing 
view ... that ... there should be a peaceful 
entry into the capital of Kinshasa- a soft 
landing which avoids violence and chaos." 
The U.S. ambassador to the UN added that 
Washington wants an "inclusive" transi­
tional government that would include those 
in the Mobutu regime and the current op­
position in the Zairian government. 

Richardson has also touted the White 
House's idea of "free and fair elections." 
These elections would include Etienne 
Tshisekedi, leader of the Union for Democ­
racy and Social Progress. Tshisekedi, once 
part of the Mobutu regime who actually 
signed the arrest papers for independence 
leader Patrice Lumumba, still regards him­
self as the rightful prime minister. 
Tshisekedi led anti-Mobutu demonstrations 
in the capital in early April, after being dis­
missed from his position of prime minister 
by Mobutu for the third time. 

Jonas Savimbi. On at least three occasions 
in 1986 alone, the CIA used an air base in 
Zaire to transship arms to the UNITA ter­
rorists. Today, reports in the big-business 
press assert that Angola is backing the rebels 
as a "payback" to the Mobutu government. 

In a move to shore up support for 

Socialists consolidate forces in Illinois 

Washington has warned the government 
of Angola not to get involved with the 
struggle in Zaire. It has been reported in the 
news for months that Angola has backed 
the rebels in Zaire, financially and with 
weapons. Many big-business papers have 
accused Angola of sending troops to fight 
in Zaire. On May 2, Angolan foreign min­
ister Yenancio de Moura denied that 
Angolan troops were fighting alongside the 
rebels. 

The big-business press has continued to 
use pictures of starving refugees to lay the 
ground for possible intervention in Zaire. 
For weeks newspapers like the New York 
Times and Washington Post have splashed 
their pages with such pictures, and printed 
articles that report alleged massacres of refu­
gees by the rebels. 

BY ALYSON KENNEDY 
PEORIA, Illinois - Forty workers and 

students packed the Pathfinder Bookstore here 
April 26 for a program entitled, "Strengthen­
ing the Socialist Movement in Illinois." This 
Militant Labor Forum marked the closing of 
the Peoria bookstore and explained why so­
cialists here are moving to Chicago to merge 
with the Socialist Workers Party branch there, 
significantly strengthening the new branch's 
striking power. 

"Having a single new branch in Chicago, 
an important regional center, will strengthen 
our ability to be part of the many political 
opportunities in the region- from work in 
the trade unions to building a delegation to 
the 14th World Festival of Youth and Stu­
dents in Cuba, and participating in the fight 
for women's rights, against police brutality, 
and other struggles. We'll be best able to 
recruit workers and youth to the communist 
movement with one stronger unit," ex­
plained Angel Lariscy, a trade unionist and 
leader of the Peoria SWP. 

Lariscy outlined the political work car­
ried out by the Peoria branch since it was 
established in 1994. As a revolutionary or­
ganization of workers based in the indus­
trial unions, the SWP took the broad les­
sons of the world class struggle to fighting 
workers in central Illinois. They sold the 
Militant and Perspectiva Mundial at 
plantgates and on campuses, helped orga­
nize political discussions at regular Militant 
Labor Forums, and volunteered with others 
to open a Pathfinder Bookstore so that po­
litical fighters could find the books with the 
answers they were looking for. 

An important struggle of the working 
class the socialists embraced was the fight 
by Caterpillar workers to defend themselves 
from the company's attacks on them. In 
November 1991, members of the United 
Auto Workers struck Caterpillar Corp. -
the world's largest heavy earth-moving 

equipment manufacturer and one of the main 
employers in the region - resisting the 
company's concession demands. While the 
UAW officialdom called off the strike after 
five months, the workers still refused to ac­
cept the company's "final offer," and the 
struggle continued inside the plants. Social­
ist workers made numerous trips to the area 
during and after this strike, to report on the 

fight and sell the Militant and Pathfinder 
books to these workers. 

Following a series of work brief stoppages, 
the UAW workers at Caterpillar walked out 
again on June 21, 1994. This labor battle was 
a central piece of a small wave of strikes 
throughout the U.S., including fights by 
locked out Staley workers, Bridgestone 
Firestone workers, United Parcel Service 
workers, American Airlines flight attendants, 
and garment workers at Leslie Fay. 

Lariscy described how this strike wave 
made possible the efforts of socialist work­
ers to revitalize structures of the party rooted 
in the industrial working class and trade 
unions, such as getting in on the hiring tak­
ing place at larger plants and in basic indus­
try. The entire socialist movement also 
turned toward solidarity with and participa­
tion in the unfolding strike wave. 

"What those of us in the socialist move­
ment aim to do," said Lariscy, "is give a pic­
ture of the working of class society and 
what's necessary to make a revolution. The 
revolutionary books," on display from Path­
finder bookstore there, "are a key aid in this 
effort." The experiences socialists have had 
in Peoria confirms what is being found 
around the country - a thirst for ideas and 
an openness for discussion. 

Frank Forrestal, a member of the UAW 
at Ford and a leader of the socialist move­
ment in Chicago, also spoke at the forum. 
Forrestal began by condemning the brutal 
massacre of 14 members of the Tupac 
Amaru movement by the regime of Alberto 
Fujimori in Peru, and described the devel­
oping struggles of working people in Alba­
nia, Zaire, the West Bank, and Europe. He 
also talked about the strikes going on now 
at several auto plants, Wheeling-Pittsburgh 
Steel, and Goodyear Tire. 

Gary Winnett, a member of UAW Local 
974 and retired Caterpillar worker, com­
mented after the forum that he got his first 
Militant at the UAW union hall during the 
strike. He added, "The fight is far from 
over." 

Socialists in Peoria have been selling the 
Militant regularly at one of the Caterpillar 
plantgates in East Peoria. Socialists from 
Des Moines plan to get back this plantgate 
on a regular basis, along with those in Illi­
nois, reported Tom Alter, a leader of the YS 

and SWP branch in Des Moines. 
"This is how I was won to the commu­

nist movement," said Alter, holding up his 
first copy of the Militant from 1994 with 
the front page headline, "Nationwide strike 
shuts down 8 Caterpillar plants." 

While a student in Indiana, Alter attended 
an October 1994 strike solidarity rally in 
Decatur and was then convinced by social­
ists from Chicago to go on a team to sell the 
Militant to strikers on the picket lines in 
Peoria. "I talked to strikers about their 
struggle, learned from them, introduced 
them to the Militant, and talked to them 
about the Cuban revolution." 

Veronica Poses, a member of the Young 
Socialists National Committee, also spoke 
and encouraged the decision to merge the 
socialist forces. 

Attending the forum were activists in the 
struggle for women's rights and civil liber­
tarians from Peoria, industrial workers from 
the region, and students from Knox College 
in Galesburg and Bradley University in Peo­
ria. Those attending contributed about $300 
to help with the move to Chicago, and pur­
chased two dozen Pathfinder titles. 

V.I. LENIN 

On April 21, Sadako Ogata, head of the 
United Nations High Commission on Refu­
gees, accused the AFDL of killing Rwandan 
refugees - suggesting a UN intervention in 
the name of "humanitarian aid." The AFDL 
antigovernment rebels have consistently 
denied the allegations. For months interna­
tional food agencies, the UN, and Washing­
ton have complained that the rebels were 
not moving fast enough to repatriate the 
hundred of thousands of Rwandan refugees 
who fled that country during the war in 
1994. 

In late April, the rebel forces began to 
move refugees, sending them by train and 
truck. On May 5, the UN complained that 
the refugees were being moved too fast, 
and stopped the transport of refugees by 
train. More than 90 refugees died in over­
crowded boxcars on one of the trains dur­
ing the trip. 

Speeches and Writings, 
1922-23 

The record of Lenin's last effort to win the 
leadership of the Communist Party of the 
USSR in the early 1920s to maintain the 
political course that had enabled the 
workers and peasants to overthrow the 
old tsarist empire, carry out the first 
successful socialist revolution, and begin 
building a world communist movement. 
The issues posed in that political battle 
remain at the heart of world politics today. 

.Also in English $19.95 

Available from bookstores, including those listed on page 12, or write Pathfinder, 410 West St., 
New York, NY 10014. Tel: (212) 741-0690. Fax: (212) 727-0150. When ordering by mail, please 
include $3 to cover shipping and handling. 
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May Day in Cuba 
Continued from front page 
demonstration. 

"For this reason," Ross said, "workers, 
together with patriotic people, have signed 
our names to the Declaration of the 20th 
Century Mambises and to the Law of Dig­
nity and Sovereignty. Both documents em­
phatically state that here in Cuba there will 
never be a counterrevolutionary transition, 
that we voted for socialism during the glo­
rious days of Playa Giron and we continue 
to do so today." 

Over the last two months, millions of 
workers, peasants, students, and other Cu­
bans- the majority of the country's popu­
lation of II million -have signed the 
Mambises Declaration. This manifesto was 
initiated by officers of the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces (FAR) rejecting 
Washington's bribe and reaffirming their 
determination to defend Cuba's national 
sovereignty and socialist revolution. The 
mambises were the 19th century liberation 
fighters in the Cuban wars for independence 
from Spanish rule. 

The Law of Dignity and Sovereignty 
Ross referred to was passed by Cuba's Na­
tional Assembly in December in response 
to Washington's embargo-tightening 
Helms-Burton act. 

Gathering signatures on these two docu­
ments and presenting them publicly has 
been a feature of recent mass mobilizations, 
including actions on April 16 celebrating 
36 years since the victory by the Cuban 
people against the U.S.-organized merce­
nary invasion at Playa Giron (Bay of Pigs). 

At the May Day march, hundreds of signs 
and banners, many of them hand-lettered, 
condemned Washington's economic war. 

"No transition to capitalism, no surren­
der. no turning back to the past," read a plac­
ard carried by Luis Savinge, a member of a 
volunteer construction brigade in Boyeros. 
He explained that the slogan was his re­
sponse to a report by U.S. president Will­
iam Clinton that has overwhelmingly drawn 
derision among Cubans. In that January 28 
document Clinton offered the Cuban people 
$4-8 billion in "aid" if they overthrew Presi­
dent Fidel Castro and Raul Castro, minister 
of the Revolutionary Armed Forces, and 
accepted a "transition" to capitalism as out­
lined in the Helms-Burton law. 

"This is an insult by the United States," 
said Pascual Londres, a construction worker, 
referring to the demand to get rid of the two 
most prominent leaders of Cuba's revolu­
tionary government. "It's going to be real 
hard for them to change our government. 
Even the children would fight that." 

Internationalist commitment 
At the head of the march, 4,000 mem­

bers of the Bias Roca construction workers 

contingent carried portraits of Ernesto Che 
Guevara and other guerrilla fighters who fell 
in combat in Bolivia 30 years ago. The May 
Day march was dedicated to Che, an Ar­
gentine by birth who was one of the central 
leaders of the Cuban revolution, as part of 
honoring the 30th anniversary of his death. 

In Bolivia, Guevara was leading a guer­
rilla front that set out to build a movement 
of workers and peasants that could extend 
the socialist revolution throughout South 
America. He was captured by Bolivian army 
forces on Oct. 8, 1967, and murdered the 
next day with U.S. complicity. 

"Cuban inter­
nationalists have 
shed their blood 
all over the 
world," said Jose 
Mayans, 60, a 
parking lot atten­
dant at the disco­
theque of the ho­
tel Copacabana. 
He was part of a 
group of 200 
workers and 
family members 
near the front of 
the demonstra­
tion who carried 
a bright red ban­
ner reading 
"100% Cuban." 
Mayans men­
tioned an eagerly 
sought new book 
recently published here, titled Secrets of the 
Generals. It consists of interviews with top 
FAR officials, who among other things de­
scribe internationalist missions they partici­
pated in -from Angola to Ethiopia, Syria, 
Bolivia, Argentina, Venezuela, Nicaragua, 
and Vietnam- joining national liberation 
struggles and other fights against imperial­
ism and reaction. 

Mayans, a veteran of the Rebel Army, 
which led the revolutionary war in Cuba that 
toppled the U.S.-backed tyranny of 
Fulgencio Batista in 1959, took part in such 
missions in Angola and Nicaragua. 

Midway during the parade, a group of 
hundreds of veterans of Playa Giron 
marched carrying placards with photos of 
Che and other guerrilla fighters in Bolivia. 
Those in the front row held the portraits of 
Bolivian, Peruvian, and Argentine fighters, 
followed by the photos of Cuban interna­
tionalists who fell in battle. 

Ariel Marino volunteered and fought in 
Angola twice against the invading armies 
of South Africa. He also participated in a 
mission in Ethiopia in 1977 and is now a 
retired colonel from the FAR. "I am of Af­
rican origin," he said. "I had to fight with 

my brothers against apartheid and reaction." 
Maria del los Angeles Gonzalez, who 

took part in the battle of Cuito Cuanavale 
in Angola in 1987-88, which dealt the deci­
sive blow to the apartheid army, made a 
comment that drew smiles and nods from 
many around her in the contingent of inter­
nationalists. "We 'II do it again," she said, 
··anywhere in the world that is possible." 

Behind them was a group of hospital 
workers. "Today we're showing the enemy 
that we're not afraid," said Cristo Valina, 
32. a nurse at the Ramon Gonzalez Coro 
hospital m Havana. "They can't defeat us 
with all the laws they impose. We're not 
going to betray our martyrs," he stated, 
pointing to the portraits of Che and other 
guerrilla fighters. 

Resisting Washington's economic war 
The determination to resist Washington's 

economic war through efforts to improve 
efficiency and productivity in industry and 
agriculture, drawing on the creativity of 
workers and farmers, was evident through­
out the march. 

Public transportation workers carried a 
sign depicting a camello (camel)- the 

May Day actions held all over world 
BY MARTIN KOPPEL 

May Day this year was the occasion for 
working people around the world to orga­
nize protests against the ruinous effects of 
the international crisis of the capitalist 
economy. Workers facing different condi­
tions - in imperialist countries, 
semicolonial nations, and workers states -
often found themselves raising similar de­
mands for economic relief from this crisis 
and for democratic rights, under attack by 
capitalist and pro-capitalist regimes every­
where. 

In Mexico, two different May Day actions 
took place. As in the last two years, offi­
cials of the pro-government Mexican Work­
ers Confederation (CTM), which for de­
cades has dominated the labor movement 
there, chose not to sponsor a demonstration, 
fearing the simmering social discontent and 
working-class anger might escape their con­
trol. Instead, CTM leaders held a staid, in­
door ceremony together with President 
Ernesto Zedillo. 

In contrast, tens of thousands of workers 
marched to Mexico City's downtown 
Zocalo square demanding wage increases, 
condemning Zedillo's austerity policies, 
calling for an end to government repression 
against peasants in the southern Chiapas 
state, and protesting U.S. president William 
Clinton's upcoming visit. As unionists 
marched past the heavily guarded U.S. em-
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bassy, some demonstrators painted slogans 
opposing Washington's embargo against 
revolutionary Cuba. The marches were 
sponsored by independent trade union or­
ganizations. 

In the labor demonstrations held in Bo­
livia, one of the themes, as in Cuba, was the 
30th anniversary of the death of revolution­
ary leader Ernesto Che Guevara, who was 
killed while leading a guerrilla front in that 
country. 

Brazilian workers held rallies in all 27 
states of that nation, demanding jobs and a 
genuine land reform. Three thousand union­
ists marched in Santiago, Chile, highlight­
ing their opposition to the mass layoffs 
caused by the closure of the state-owned 
Lota coal mine. 

Demonstrators in Santiago, as well as in 
Panama City and other Latin American capi­
tals, also condemned the April 22 U.S.­
backed massacre of rebels by the Peruvian 
regime of Alberto Fujimori. 

Similar demonstrations took place in 
Tegucigalpa, Honduras; San Salvador, El 
Salvador; and Santo Domingo, Dominican 
Republic; with one of the biggest -several 
tens of thousands - in Caracas, Venezuela. 

In both Germany and France, workers 
turned out to protest unemployment, gov­
ernment austerity policies, and attacks on 
the rights of immigrants. One hundred thou­
sand workers demonstrated across Ger-

many. In France, for the first time in many 
years, the May Day demonstrations were 
jointly sponsored by different national trade 
union federations. 

In Hungary, marching unionists protested 
the projected expansion of the NATO im­
perialist military alliance into the Hungar­
ian workers state. Workers also protested the 
flouting of Hungary's labor laws in facto­
ries run or partly managed by foreign capi­
talist corporations. 

More than 1.5 million workers and oth­
ers marched in cities around Russia, pro­
testing deteriorating job and living condi­
tions and the economic policies of President 
Boris Yeltsin. In the Donbass coal basin of 
Ukraine, miners demanded early elections 
and closer ties with Russia. 

Palestinian workers on the West Bank 
demonstrated against the new Zionist settle­
ment established at Jabal Abu Ghneim, in 
East Jerusalem. 

In Japan, two million workers took part 
in about 1,000 rallies around the country. 
The demonstration in Tokyo focused on 
demands for the withdrawal of U.S. mili­
tary bases from Japanese territory. 

Riot police in South Korea, backed by 
helicopters, fired tear gas against thousands 
of workers and students demanding the res­
ignation of President Kim Young Sam. The 
demonstrators defended themselves with 
sticks and rocks. 

Militant photos/Argiris Malapanis 
High school students at Havana May Day 
march carrying portraits of Ernesto Che 
Guevara (above). Pre-May Day demon­
stration of 1,500 at San Diego, a rural town 
of 8,000 in Villa Clara province, April 24 
(left). Sign reads, "Clinton,cabron, remem­
ber Giron," referring to the defeat of the 
U .S.-organized mercenary invasion of 
Cuba at the Bay of Pigs in 1961 and using 
a derogatory term for the U.S. president. 

popular name for a special type of bus that 
symbolizes the many ways Cubans have 
found to confront the crisis, known here as 
the "special period." This crisis was sparked 
in the early 1990s when aid and favorable 
trade relations with Soviet bloc countries 
abruptly ended. triggering shortages in fuel, 
spare parts, and a sharp drop in production 
of food and industrial goods. The hardships 
have been exacerbated by Washington's 
escalating economic offensive. 

The camellos, which have helped ease the 
severe transportation crunch, are put to­
gether by welding the bodies of two buses 
rendered inoperable from the lack of spare 
parts, and are drawn by a truck cab pur­
chased or donated from the used market 
abroad. The weld produces a hump in the 
middle of the long vehicle -the origin of 
the humorous term. 

You often hear complaints here that 
camellos are uncomfortable and crowded -
they carry up to 300 people and lack good 
ventilation. But many workers are proud 
they came up with a solution, even if par­
tial and imperfect, that has cut down sub­
stantially the long hours they had to wait to 
go to work or school. 

Among the most boisterous contingents 
was the one of hundreds of whistle-blow­
ing amarillos- special traffic inspectors, 
called the "ones in yellow" because of their 
uniforms. Their job is to stop cars with state 
license plates and fill them up with passen­
gers who need a ride in the same direction 
the driver is going. They are popular in Cuba 
among working people and their contingent 
drew applause from others in the crowd. 
They are one of the best examples of the 
proletarian spirit that has prevailed in Cuba 
throughout the special period. 

One of the most sizable contingents was 
made up of 6,000 steelworkers from 
Antillana de Acero. the largest steel mill in 
Havana, and their relatives and friends. 

"We have achieved a small but steady 
pickup in production over the last two 
years," said Angel Sosa, 39, a machine op­
erator at Antillana. "This year we are trying 
to produce 25,000 tons of steel, compared 
to 20,000 last year. We are well on our way 
to doing that. This is our answer to Helms­
Burton." 

Rejecting what capitalism has to offer 
"What is on the agenda today in the world 

of neoliberal capitalism is economic insta­
bility," Ross said in his remarks opening the 
May Day march, "unemployment, and cut­
backs in the miserable benefits that work­
ers were previously able to wrest from capi­
tal through titanic, prolonged battles." 

"This will result, sooner rather than later, 
in protest actions. steps toward unity in 
struggle, and class battles. 

"We Cubans, through our resistance and 
tenacious defense of socialism, are making 
a modest contribution to the workers of the 
entire world. The struggles of the proletariat 
and of all the oppressed, wherever they may 
take place, are our battles, too, and they help 
strengthen our morale and our principles." 

More than 600 representatives of trade 
unions from 40 countries observed the 

Continued on Page 10 
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Mexico conference 
addresses crisis in 
Latin America today 
BY AARON RUBY 

GUADALAJARA, Mexico- Under the 
title "Latin America towards the Fin de 
Siecle" the 20th Congress of the Latin 
American Studies Association (LASA) met 
in this city April17-19, attended by more 
than 3,000 people. The largest delegations 
were from the United States, Mexico, and 
Brazil. This was the first LASA congress 
held in Latin America in a number of years. 
More than 30 Cuban academics partici­
pated- a number comparable with previ­
ous years. 

Attended by academics, writers, gradu­
ate students, a number of political activists, 
and others, the congress consisted of some 
550 sessions addressing topics ranging from 
literature and the arts to women's issues, the 
environment, international politics, 
struggles over land, labor struggles, and 
more. The event also included a book ex­
hibit, which attracted some 75 publishers 
from the United States and Latin America. 

Many of the presentations addressed the 
deepening social and economic crisis in 
Latin America as "the end of the century" 
approaches - the theme of the congress. In 
the panel "Sackings and Protests in the Era 
of Neoliberalism," Margarita Lopez-Maya 
of the Central University of Venezuela re­
ported that, not including strikes, in the last 
four years over 4,200 street protests have 

rocked Venezuela. Another panelist reported 
that in Peru in 1989 real wages were 25 per­
cent of the 1973 level. 

Neoliberalism is a term frequently used 
to describe the cuts in social spending and 
other attacks, as well as the privatization of 
state-owned companies and layoffs, imposed 
by capitalist governments in Latin America 
over the last decade, resulting in increased 
unemployment and worsened living condi­
tions for millions. Forty six percent of the 
population of Latin America lives in pov­
erty - 40 million people in Mexico alone. 

Several dozen University of Guadalajara 
students helped organize the congress and 
attended the panels. A number had been 
active in leading student protests here over 
transit rate hikes. They were interested in 
other struggles across Latin America, and 
welcomed facts about fights being waged 
by workers and youth in the United States. 
"One thing I know for sure," said one of the 
Mexican students who asked not to be iden­
tified. Latin America "is going to explode. 
The thing is, are we going to be ready to 
meet the challenge when the time comes?" 

A number of presentations took up the 
increasing immigration from Latin America 
to the United States. One panelist reported 
that now some 100 U.S. towns have become 
majority Mexican, most of them in Califor­
nia. Robert Aponte of Michigan State Uni-
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Demonstrator protests U.S. president William Clinton's visit to Mexico in early May. 
LASA conference touched on many of the fights of working people in Latin America. 

versity reported that there are now 27 mil­
lion persons of Latin American origin in the 
United States, which ranks it the country 
with the fifth-largest Latin American popu­
lation, after Brazil, Mexico, Colombia, and 
Argentina, respectively. 

Women's issues were strongly reflected 
at the congress including topics on femi­
nism, women's health care, and women in 
industry. A panel on abortion reported that 
in all but one Latin American country abor­
tion is illegal. Dinnys Luciano from the 
Dominican Republic reported that in that 
country there is one illegal abortion for ev­
ery three births, resulting in many deaths and 
illness. In contrast, "Cuba is another world," 
affirmed Luisa Alvarez Vasquez, who works 

for the World Health Organization. "There, 
abortion is a guaranteed right that all women 
have, and it is free." 

Youth debate politics at national 
Chicana/Chicano studies conference 

Many of the presentations pointed to the 
deepening crisis facing working people in 
Latin America. However, many panelists 
held the view that a "post 'Cold War' world" 
means trying to get at the crisis without step­
ping out of the bounds of capitalism. A de­
bate took place at a panel entitled, "The fu­
ture of Revolution in Latin America." Jeff 
Goodwin of New York University asserted 
that there would be no further revolutions 
because most Latin American countries now 
had elected governments. Eric Selbin of 
Southwestern University disagreed, 
"Neoliberalism is failing badly," Selbin said. 
"As the crisis deepens people will turn to 
the tool of revolution," he predicted. 

Cuba was the topic of a number of pan­
els. Richard Nuccio, former head of Latin 
American affairs for the Department of State 
under Clinton, spoke at the LASA congress, 
repeating U.S. government line blaming 
Cuba for the U.S. embargo and other hos­
tile acts. "Our [U.S. government] foreign 
policy towards Cuba is in the hands of the 
Cuban government," he asserted. 

BY JIM ALTENBERG 
SACRAMENTO, California- Wide 

ranging political discussion ran through the 
workshops, meetings, and in the corridors 
of the Radisson Hotel here April 16-19, 
where a thousand students, teachers, and 
other mainly young Chicanos and Latinos 
gathered for the 24th annual conference of 
the National Association for Chicana/Chi­
cano Studies (NACCS). 

For many of the participants, the confer­
ence was an opportunity to discuss the po­
litical activity they had recently taken part 
in, from the large April 13 United Farm 
Workers demonstration in Watsonville, Cali­
fornia; to "La Marcha," last summer's 
march from Sacramento to San Diego in 
defense of affirmative action; to protests 
against attacks on Chicano studies and af­
firmative action on campuses and high 
schools throughout the country. Others had 
been at the march for immigrants' rights in 
Washington D.C. last October 12, and at 
rallies, meetings, and school walkouts pro­
testing the anti-immigrant Proposition 187 
in California. 

Some had been involved in other meet­
ings of Chicano activists and youth held over 
the past few months, including national and 
regional conferences of the Chicano student 
movement MEChA (Movimiento Estu­
diantil Chicano de Aztlan). Two students 
from DQ University, a Chicano and Native 
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American college in the Sacramento Val­
ley, said they were sponsoring a conference 
the weekend of April 26. Another is set for 
the same weekend at Stanislaus State Uni­
versity in Turlock, California. 

Conference organizers reported that 77 
percent of the participants came from Cali­
fornia - with most of the others coming 
from other West Coast campuses and towns. 
A group of 45 students came from DePaul 
University in Chicago. Three-quarters of the 
participants were college and high school 
students. 

Conference workshops took up the his­
tory of the Chicano movement; Chicano art 
and culture; allies of Chicanos in the 
struggle; U.S. government policies regard­
ing immigration, welfare, racism, and edu­
cation. A notable feature of the conference 
was the active participation of young 
Chicanas, and the numerous workshops and 
discussions on feminism and its relation to 
the struggle against national oppression. 
There were also workshops on gay and les­
bian rights. 

Throughout the conference, discussion 
around socialism and its relation to the Chi­
cano struggle came up. At a well-attended 
workshop entitled "The Politics of the Chi­
cano Movement Revisited," panelist 
Ernesto Vigil pointed out that red-baiting, 
which had once plagued the Chicano move­
ment, was now less pervasive, and an open 
discussion and study of Marxism could be 
carried out. He went on to say that the roots 
of poverty, oppression, and environmental 
destruction lay in the profit system of capi­
talism. Vigil, a Denver activist, had been a 
leader of the Crusade for Justice, an influ­
ential Chicano organization in the 1970s. 

Socialists at the conference sold 73 books 
and 13 subscriptions to the Militant news­
paper. Best selling titles included Imperial­
ism: The Highest Stage of Capitalism, by 
Russian revolutionary leader V.I. Lenin, Che 
Guevara's Socialism and Man in Cuba, and 
The Politics of Chicano Liberation, which 
reviews the history and political lessons of 
the Chicano movement of the 1960s and 
'70s. A meeting was held at the conference 
to build the World Festival of Youth and 
Students, set for August in Havana, Cuba. 

Special guests at the conference were 
Nadine and Patsy Cordova from Vaughn, 
New Mexico, a small town south of Albu­
querque. Both teachers, who are sisters, were 
suspended from teaching their class at 
Vaughn high school for incorporating Chi-

cano studies into their curriculum. The 
school district superintendent also barred 
students from participating in the student 
group MEChA, which was sponsored by the 
Cordovas. Twenty-three of the district's 68 
students in grades 7-12 had been members 
of that club. Nadine and Patsy Cordova are 
now fighting to maintain their teaching po­
sitions. 

As part of the NACCS conference, around 
350 participants marched to the state capi­
tol April 17 to protest the attacks on 
Chicanos, immigrants, and youth in Cali­
fornia. Speakers and signs carried by march­
ers called for an end to the anti-immigrant 
Proposition 187, defense of affirmative ac­
tion and Chicano studies programs, opposi­
tion to reactionary "welfare reform" 
schemes and police brutality faced by 
Chicanos throughout the state and country. 

One rally participant reported that Sacra­
mento cops had killed a Mexican man at his 
home in front of his family a few days be­
fore. He was there because he didn't believe 
the police story that the man was a big-time 
drug dealer. Marchers were also joined at 
the capitol by a group of Irish solidarity ac­
tivists, who were well-received by the Chi­
cano youth present. 

A resolution attacking the Cuban govern­
ment for alleged "violations of academic 
freedoms" was initially presented by Wayne 
Smith, former head of the U. S. Interests 
Section in Havana during the Carter admin­
istration. At a meeting of the Cuba task force 
of LASA, Cuban academics and others at­
tending the congress refuted the charges, and 
after some debate the task force voted to 
oppose the resolution. Smith later withdrew 
it at the main LASA business meeting. 

Due to a lack of a quorum at the meeting, 
none of the proposed resolutions were 
adopted, including one condemning the in­
tensification of the U.S. economic aggres­
sion against Cuba- the Helms-Burton law. 

The draft denounced the U.S. law's vio­
lation of international treaties and agree­
ments, its restrictions on "exchanges be­
tween Cuban and American academics." 
Also authored by Smith, it stated that the 
Helms-Burton law "has resulted in isolat­
ing the United States." 

Another draft resolution took up human 
rights abuses in Colombia. LASA con­
gresses are held every 18 months; the next 
will be in Chicago in 1998. 

May Day parade in Havana 
Continued from Page 8 
march from the reviewing stand at Revolu­
tion Plaza, along with 2,000 Cuban van­
guard workers. 

A number of workers interviewed at the 
demonstration commented on the devasta­
tion capitalism is bringing to working people 
around the world. "You don't see thousands 
of children sleeping in the streets here, as 
you do in the rest of Latin America," said 
Reynaldo Baroso, 57, a garment worker 
from Guanabacoa, who was part of a con­
tingent of several thousand organized by the 
National Union of Light Industry Workers. 
"It's true, we have problems in Cuba, there 
are many shortages. But we're not exploited 
like wage slaves. And we're not under the 
boot of imperialism. Look at Mexico, a 
much bigger country with oil, more indus­
trialized than Cuba. The poverty faced by 
workers and peasants there, especially since 
1994, is unspeakable." 

Baroso was referring to the collapse of 
the Mexican peso in December 1994 and the 

subsequent "bailout" by Washington, which 
loaned the Mexican government billions at 
exorbitant interest rates. The resulting aus­
terity policies by the administration of Mexi­
can president Ernesto Zedillo, dictated by 
U.S. imperialism, pushed the number of 
those living in extreme poverty to 22 mil­
lion last year - a 30 percent jump over 
1995 in a nation of 92 million, increased 
unemployment, and accelerated land evic­
tions of peasants. 

"Clinton and [U.S. vice president Albert] 
Gore would like to do here what they did in 
Mexico," Baroso said. "But we won't let 
them." 

Similar marches and rallies took place 
throughout Cuba on May Day. They in­
cluded demonstrations of 300,000 in 
Santiago de Cuba, the country's second-larg­
est city; 250,000 in Camagliey; 200,000 in 
Holguin; 150,000 in Guantanamo; and about 
100,000 each in Cienfuegos, Ciego de Avila, 
Granma, Pinar del Rio, Sancti Spiritus, and 
Santa Clara. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Auto, tire strikers reach tentative pacts 
BYJOHNSARGE 

DETROIT- "Strength in Solidarity" 
declared bright orange buttons worn on the 
coats and cap. of over 1.000 auto workers 
who rallied here and then marched around 
Chrysler's strike bound Mound Road En­
gine Plant May 2. The action was called by 
United Auto Workers Region 1 in solidar­
ity with the UAW members, who have been 
on strike since April 9. 

Some 1,800 members of UAW Local 51 
walked out because the auto maker refused 
to sign a local agreement. Chrysler has 
settled local contracts at all their facilities 
except Mound Road. On May 7, company 
officials and U A W negotiators announced 
a tentative settlement; a ratification vote is 
scheduled for May 9. 

"We're striking over outsourcing and 
management not carrying out their word," 
is how Jeff Blaney, an inspector with four 
years in the Block Department, explained 
the strike. "It's not money, I'm working 
seven days a week, 12 hours a day, anytime 
I want to, but they want to ship our work 
out to nonunion shops." The union is pro­
testing plans by the car maker to shift work 
out of plant, affecting between 200 and 300 
workers, and sending it to Dana Corp., a 
lower cost, mostly nonunion parts supplier. 

The union is also protesting discrimina­
tory policies of plant management. "Women 
are being denied promotions because they 
are women," Sam Nardicchio, Local 51 
president told the rally. "Blacks are being 
denied promotions because they are Black." 

The May 2 rally included auto workers 
from many other plants in the region, in­
cluding a contingent of Canadian Auto 
Workers members from the Chrysler truck 
plant in Windsor, Ontario. 

Up to 22,900 North American Chrysler 
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Rick Macks 
Members ofUAW Local594 picket GM plant in Pontiac, Michigan, April27. 

workers were idled during the strike at other 
plants in Canada, Mexico, and the United 
States. Before the settlement was an­
nounced, Chrysler had moved to block un­
employment compensation for workers laid 
off due to the strike. 

In other developments, two strikes by 
U A W workers continue at General Motors 
assembly plants in Pontiac, Michigan, and 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. About 25 GM 
locals still are without a contract. A number 
these local unions at parts plants have re­
quested strike authorization. Over 2,700 
members of UAW Local 909 at the Warren 
Powertrain in Michigan, which makes trans­
missions, are waiting for authorization from 

the international union to issue a five-day 
warning of strike action. The major issue 
there is the same as Oklahoma City and 
Pontiac - staffing levels. 

On April30, 3,600 members ofUAW 31 
at GM's Fairfax Assembly Plant near Kan­
sas City approved a strike vote after failing 
to negotiate a local agreement. Some areas 
of the plant are running 12-hour shifts, six 
days a week. The strike vote now allows the 
local negotiating committee to request strike 
authorization from the international union. 

BY BETSY FARLEY 
BIRMINGHAM, Alabama- After two 

weeks on strike, workers at Goodyear Tire 
and Rubber Co. will be voting on a tenta­
tive agreement. The agreement, reached 
May 3 between negotiators for the company 
and the United Steelworkers of America 
(USWA), reportedly includes a six-yearcon­
tract and coordinated expiration dates for 
workers at three plants operated by 
Goodyear's Kelly-Springfield division. 

The tentative pact would also establish a 
two-tiered wage system, which would allow 
Goodyear to hire new workers at 70 percent 
and then increase wages over three years 
until they reach full pay. Workers remain 
on strike at plants in Akron, Marysville, and 
St. Marys, Ohio; Gadsden, Alabama; Lin­
coln, Nebraska; Topeka, Kansas; Danielle, 
Virginia; Union City, Tennessee; and Sun 
Prairie, Wisconsin until the vote is taken. 

Talks resumed in a separate strike by more 
than 2,000 workers at Kelly-Springfield in 
Fayetteville, North Carolina. 

BY JIM ROGERS 
FAYETTEVILLE, North Carolina­

"We really surprised management when we 
walked out. Their mouths dropped open. 
They were all watching us and talking fran­
tically into their walkie-talkies, they just 
couldn't believe it. People felt like they had 
to fight because of all the take backs in the 
company's proposal," said Buck Gainey a 
worker at the Kelly-Springfield plant here 
at USWA Local959's "Solidarity day" pic­
nic May 3. 

U.S. cops hunt and kill rightist in Texas 

Several hundred strikers and their fami­
lies attended the solidarity event, "to pro­
vide a way for strikers and their families to 
get together, talk about the strike and rein­
force each other," said Molly Revels, an 
officer of the local and a line servicer. "There 
are quite a few women working in the plant 
but it is still a mostly male workforce. If the 
strike goes on for long we want to set up a 
women's strike support group." 

The main issues in the strike are the 
company's attempt to go to a 24-hours-a­
day, seven-days-a-week operation; increase 
the time it takes a new employee to get to 
full pay from 24 weeks maximum now, to 
three years; increase co-payments for medi­
cal insurance; and probes against the cost­
of-living clause in their contract 

BY ARGIRIS MALAPANIS 
State police shot and killed Mike 

Matson, a member of the group known as 
the Republic of Texas on May 5 in the 
Davis Mountains near Fort Davis, Texas. 
He and another member of the organiza­
tion were being hunted by police in heli­
copter and on horseback, using several 
bloodhounds. 

The two men had earlier fled from a 
trailer belonging to the rightist group, be­
sieged by 100 heavily armed FBI agents 
and state police. Several of its leaders had 
taken a couple as hostages on April 27 de­
manding authorities release two of the 
Republic's followers arrested by the police. 
The couple was released to the cops 14 
hours later. The seven-day standoff ended 
when the four Republic members remain­
ing in the trailer surrendered to the authori­
ties on May 3. The other member of the 
group still at large has been identified as 
Richard Keyes, 21. 

"Shots were fired from the helicopter 

Abortion clinic is 
hit by arson attack 
BY MARTIN BOYERS 

GREENSBORO, North Caro­
lina - In the early morning hours of 
May 6, an arson attack closed down 
Piedmont-Carolina Medical Clinic. 
None of the clinic staff was at the 
building when the fire started. Inves­
tigators reported that someone pried 
open an air-conditioning vent, poured 
in a flammable liquid, and ignited it. 
The entire inside of the facility is 
coated with black soot. 

Clinic owner Jean Goldston has 
pledged to reopen the facility. The 
clinic suffered a similar attack in 
March of 1991. Goldston reported that 
anti-abortion protesters were at the 
clinic the Saturday before the blaze. 

Piedmont-Carolina is the only abor­
tion clinic in the city. Greensboro's 
only other abortion clinic, Options, 
closed down a week earlier after its 
landlord refused to renew its lease. 

The Militant Labor Forum an­
nounced an emergency speak~out 
against the arson attack for friday. 

· May 9, at the Pathfinder Bookstore. 

and from the ground at the suspect, killing 
him," said a spokeswoman for the Texas De­
partment of Public Safety. 

Police claim they opened fire after the two 
men fleeing shot at the tracking dpgs. "At 
least three of the hounds were shot by the 
fugitives," said an article in the May 6New 
York Times. "One was killed, two were ex­
pected to survive, and a fourth was missing 
late tonight, authorities said." While indi­
cating concern for the condition of the po­
lice dogs, the article reported few details on 
the man who was killed. 

Authorities had not filed any charges 
against Matson. Keyes faces charges stem­
ming from kidnapping and holding the two 
neighbors hostage for several hours. 

Richard McLaren, leader of the Republic 
of Texas, and his followers who surrendered 

to the police, also face charges of conspiracy, 
bank fraud, mail fraud, and aiding and abet­
ting a scheme to defraud merchants and 
banks. Federal prosecutors presented an in­
dictment against McLaren and other mem­
bers of the group accusing them of trying to 
pass $1.8 billion of worthless "Republic of 
Texas" checks to merchants and banks from 
December 1995 to January 1997 to pay bills. 
"This indictment sends a clear message," 
said U.S. District Attorney for the Northern 
District of Texas. "Don't mess with Texas." 

The Republic of Texas group says that 
Texas was never legally annexed from 
Mexico in 1845 and that it thus remains an 
independent nation, whose assets the right­
ist group says it controls. "We are at war 
with the United Nations and all foreign en­
tities," McLaren told the Times Apri127. 

The plant has about 2,500 production 
workers. At the time of the strike, about 
2,100 were union members but most of the 
nonunion workers walked out too. Accord­
ing to Gainey, "at least 140 of them have 
joined the union since then." 

John Sarge is a UAW Loca/900 member in 
the Detroit area. Betsey F ar/ey is a member 
ofUSWA Loca/12014 in Birmingham, Ala­
bama. Jim Rogers is a member of UNITE 
Loca/294-T in Eden, North Carolina. 

UK Labour gov't targets social gains 
Continued from Page 16 
volatility been expressed in an election. 

While Labour received 44.5 percent of 
the vote (to the Conservatives' 31.5 and Lib­
eral Democrats' 17), it won nearly two­
thirds of the parliamentary seats. In Scot­
land, the Tories won no seats even though 
the party received half a million votes, while 
the Liberal Democrats won 11 Scottish seats 
with a lower vote (about 360,000), and the 
pro-independence Scottish National Party 
won six seats. 

Blair has made clear his administration's 
intention of advancing Labour-Liberallinks, 
including having some Liberal Democrat 
MPs sit on cabinet committees. 

The scale of the Tory electoral defeat re­
flected the deep-going crisis of the party. 
The Tories polled their lowest vote this cen­
tury. They failed to win a single parliamen­
tary seat in either Scotland or Wales. Seven 
Tory cabinet members lost what were con­
sidered safe seats. And even before the polls 
were closed, the recriminations had started 
and the knives were being sharpened. 

Right-wing Tory MP Nicholas Winterton 
said that chancellor of the exchequer Ken­
neth Clarke had been "personally respon­
sible for the poor conservative general elec­
tion campaign .... Mr. Clarke will be remem­
bered, even reviled in history for his ac­
tions." Publicly confirming the election de­
feat, John Major also announced his deci-

sion to resign as Tory Party leader. The pros­
pect of a party split is openly being discussed 
in television and radio chat shows. 

Pushing forward his objective of regroup­
ing with right-wing Tories, Referendum 
Party leader James Goldsmith declared that 
indeed the Tories are "dead." "All their lead­
ers have always said it is either the party of 
the nation or it is nothing," Goldsmith said. 
"This one is not only not the party of the 
nation, it betrayed the nation." 

Goldsmith announced that the Referen­
dum Party would continue after the election. 
"We will be a conduit of mobilization against 

future betrayal," he announced. 
In a television interview on election night, 

Goldsmith said he anticipated a low vote but 
that it was not the most important thing. 
Then when his Tory opponent, David 
Mellor, was defeated by Labour, Goldsmith 
led a barracking of Mellor, drowning him 
out as he tried to speak with shouts of "out, 
out, out!" Goldsmith has called the Refer­
endum Party "the rabble army." The Refer­
endum Party won its highest vote in coastal 
areas, where it campaigned against the Eu­
ropean Union's fisheries policy. In Harwich, 
it won some 5,000 votes, nearly 10 percent. 

Celebra•e •he l~fe and pol~•~cal 
con•r~bu•~ons of Sam s•ark 

Sam Stark, a longtime member of the 
communist movement, died in Los An­
geles May 2 of complications from a 
stroke and heart attack. 

Sam joined the Communist Party in 
New York in the mid-1930s. In 1939 he 
left the Communist Party over differences 
around the Spanish Civil War and the in­
tolerance of the party toward the writ­
ings of Leon Trotsky, and joined the So­
cialist Workers Party that same year. 

He worked in industrial jobs for many 

decades and was a member at different 
times of the International Ladies Garment 
Workers Union and the Carpenters 
Union, which he remained a member of 
until his death. 

In 1941 Sam moved to Los Angeles, 
where he lived until his death at age 86. 

A meeting to honor his life as a revolu­
tionary will be held Memorial Day week­
end at the Pathfinder Bookstore, 2546 W. 
Pico Blvd., Los Angeles. Call (213) 380-
9460 for exact time. 
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Bipartisan budget lays out Medicare cuts 
Continued from front page 
previously probed hiking these insurance 
payments by as much as $8 per month. 

Some $16-17 billion will be cut from 
Medicaid benefits for low-income recipi­
ents. These cutbacks would involve slash­
ing payments to hospitals that serve large 
numbers of working people. The five-year 
plan Clinton presented to Congress proposed 
chopping $22 billion from Medicaid. 

Earlier versions of the budget plan in­
cluded reducing the Consumer Price Index 
(CPI) by 1.1 percent, thereby lowering cost­
of-living increases in Social Security and 
other benefits. Nervous about the possible 
reaction, the negotiators backed off this 
probe and instead decided to approve a 0.15 
percent "adjustment" to the CPI in 2000 that 
is expected to be implemented by the Bu­
reau of Labor Statistics. 

The big-business dailies claimed the bi­
partisan budget will cut some $85 billion 
from the military "after accounting for in­
flation." But they plan to increase military 
spending by $23 billion. 

The budget also proposes tax cuts total­
ing $135 billion. About $100 billion would 
go to reducing the capital gains and inherit­
ance taxes. Under the agreement ironed out 
on Capital Hill, the amount exempted from 
estate or inheritance tax would be doubled 
from $600,000 to $1.2 million. About 
30,000 U.S. citizens pay inheritance tax 
every year. There is little mention in the 
capitalist media of annual interest payments 
to wealthy bondholders of $247 billion. 
That's more than twice the amount of the 
deficit, which workers are supposed to make 
sacrifices in order to reduce. 

No relief for working people 
Working people will get no relief in the 

proposed budget from the Welfare Reform 
Act Clinton signed into law last August. 
That measure eliminated federally guaran­
teed Aid for Families with Dependent Chil­
dren, a component of the Social Security Act 
of 1935. The new welfare law affected most 
of the 13 million workers and farmers re­
ceiving welfare and the 25 million receiv­
ing food stamps. An estimated 1 million 
immigrants with legal documents were due 
to be cut from the food stamp program and 
hundreds of thousands have been excluded 
from Medicaid and Supplemental Security 
Income (SSI). 

Clinton and his congressional cohorts 
offered a few crumbs to working people such 
as restoring medical and disability benefits 
to legal immigrants already in the United 
States, but new arrivals would not be eli­
gible. And while Medicaid coverage for in­
digent children of legal immigrants would 
be reinstituted, food stamps for the I mil­
lion legal immigrants would not be restored. 

Some Democrats, trying to distance them­
selves from some of the harshest aspects of 
the budget projections, grumbled about the 
Clinton administration keeping them in the 
dark during the final phase of the negotia­
tions. ''I'm declaring my independence," 
said Senator Thomas Daschle, the minority 
leader. "It's atrocious that deals would be 
cut and that decisions would be made be­
hind closed doors." 

Other bourgeois commentators com­
plained that the budget agreement didn't go 
far enough. The May 3 New York Times edi­
torial called the Medicare cuts a "temporary 
respite." Stepping up its probes on Social 

-CALENDAR-
NEW YORK 
Manhattan 
Salute Cuban Youth. Benefit for participants 
in the 14th World Festival of Youth and Stu­
dents. Speaker: Johana Tablada, Cuban Inter­
ests Section. Performers: Jorge Matos, poet; 
Lucid Dreams, poetry/rap; D.J.; Drum perfor­
mance, and more. Fri., May 16, 8:00 p.m. Casa 
de las Americas, 104 W. 14th St. (between 6th 
and 7th Avenues). Suggested donation: $10. Stu­
dents and youth: $5. For more information: 
(212) 633-6646. 

WEST VIRGINIA 
Morgantown 
Capitalism's World Disorder: The Place of 
Working-Class Resistance. Program: Sat., May 
24, 7:30 p.m. Class: An Action Program for 
Working-class Unity. Sun., May 25, II :00 a.m. 
Picnic: 2:00p.m. Program and class will be held 
at 242 Walnut St. Location of picnic to be an­
nounced. Donation: $4 for program, $2 for 
class. For more information: (304) 296-0055. 
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Security, the editors said the "plan makes 
no progress in accelerating corrections in the 
Government's gauge on inflation [CPI] -
the fairest way to cut the deficit because it 
reduces Social Security benefits." 

The editors of the Washington Post com­
plained that "neither party wants to take the 
ax to the broad" entitlement programs such 
as "Social Security, Medicare, and Medic­
aid, that make up the bulk of the budget." 

'Volunteerism' summit 
A few days before the budget deal, the 

president participated in a government -spon­
sored "Presidents' Summit for America's 
Future" in Philadelphia. The three-day gath­
ering, which began April 27, launched a 
volunteer campaign aimed at sugarcoating 
the attacks on the social gains of working 
people. Former Gen. Colin Powell, who led 
Washington's slaughter against the Iraqi 
people during the 1991 Persian Gulf War, 
was the meeting's chairman. Powell, 
Clinton, and former presidents James Carter 
and George Bush addressed an April27 rally 
of 5,000 calling on them to volunteer their 
labor to compensate for federal cuts in jobs 
and social programs. 

At the volunteer summit Clinton an­
nounced plans to triple the current 200 schol­
arships under the "Police Corps," which 
gives grants to college students who agree 
to serve at least four years as cops. He said 
he would push more federal workers to vol­
unteer for charities, and took part in a well­
hyped effort to paint over graffiti. 

Meanwhile, as the bipartisan assault on 
the social wage continues, the White House 
is preparing deeper attacks on affirmative 

action programs. Government officials an­
nounced May 5 that the Clinton administra­
tion is revising its approach on business 
contracts for oppressed nationalities. 

The measure is a response to a Supreme 
Court decision stating affirmative action 
programs were constitutional only where 
there was concrete evidence of discrimina­
tion. The Commerce Department is conduct­
ing an industry-by-industry review on dis­
crimination in the awarding of government 
contracts. Officials say the review could 
eliminate, suspend, or cut back federal con­
tracts to minority-owned businesses worth 
$200 billion a year. 

This probe follows an April 8 ruling by 
the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in San 
Francisco, which ended an injunction that 
halted the implementation of Proposition 
209. This measure, officially bearing the 
cynical title of the California Civil Rights 
Initiative, bans affirmative action programs 
in public hiring and education. 

Campaigns for similar anti-affirmative 
action measures are planned in the states of 
Arizona, Colorado, Florida, Massachusetts, 
Michigan, North Dakota, Ohio, Oregon, and 
Washington. Rep. Charles Canady from 
Florida has declared he will sponsor a bill 
in the U.S. Congress that would roll back 
federal affirmative action programs. 

Meanwhile, the so-called Whitewater 
scandal continues to stalk Clinton. New York 
Times columnist A.M. Rosenthal wrote May 
5 that he "rejected" the statement by Clinton 
and his wife Hillary that no one at the White 
House knew former Associate Attorney 
General Webster Hubbell was possibly fac­
ing criminal charges when he resigned from 

that post in 1994. Whitewater independent 
counsel Kenneth Starr is investigating 
whether Clinton or his aides helped find 
employment for Hubbell to encourage him 
not to cooperate with the Whitewater probe. 

In 1994 Clinton met with James Riady, 
whose family owns the Indonesian-based 
Lippo Group, shortly before he held a meet­
ing with Hubbell. Later, the Lippo Group 
hired Hubbell for $100,000, a few months 
before he went to prison for bilking the Rose 
Law Firm in Little Rock, Arkansas, where 
he was a partner with Hillary Clinton. 

Rosenthal wrote that he was now con­
vinced the Clintons risked "an obstruction 
of justice charge, the accusation that led to 
Richard Nixon's resignation." 

I Progl'l• fir 
lntanauonal 
Warllng-Ciass 
Struggle Tadav 
How a program 
to fight for jobs 
and affirmative 
action, and to 
combat imperia­
lism's pillage of 
the Third World, is crucial to uniting 
working people internationally. Also 
available in French, Spanish, Icelan-
dic, and Swedish $3.00 
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-MILITANT LABOR FORUMS-------
ALABAMA 
Birmingham 
A Victory for all: How Birmingham 'Ellen' 
Showing Dealt Blow to Censorship and 
Antigay Prejudice. Representative, Birming­
ham Pride Alabama; Representative, Gay, Les­
bian, and Bisexual Alliance, University of Ala­
bama at Birmingham; Adam Butler, Birmingham 
Freethough Society; Cindy Jaquith, Socialist 
Workers Party. Fri., May 16,7:30 p.m. 111 21st 
St. South. Donation: $4. Tel: (205) 323-3079. 

MINNESOTA 
St. Paul 
Solidarity with California Farmworkers. 

Panel of participants in April 13 march in 
Watsonville, California. Barb Kucera, editor of 
The Union Advocate; Somah Yamey, student, 
Macalester University; Javier Aravena, member 
of the Oil, Chemical, and Atomic Workers Lo­
cal6-418, Socialist Workers Party. Fri., May 16, 
7:30.2490 University Ave. W.Donation: $4. Tel: 
(612) 644-6325. 

L 

NEW JERSEY 
Newark 
Revolutionary Cuba Today: An Eyewitness 
Report. Speaker: Martin Koppel, editor of 
Perspectiva Mundial will discuss his recent re­
porting trip to Cuba. Fri., May 16,7:30 p.m. 87-

A Halsey St. (I block west of Broad St., 2 blocks 
north of Raymond). Tel: (201) 643-3341. 

NEW ZEALAND 
Christchurch 
Meatworkers: Defend Accident Compensa­
tion! Speaker: James Robb, Communist League, 
and member of Meatworkers Union. Sat., May 
17, 7p.m. 
Rebellion in Zaire. Speaker: Representative of 
the Communist League. Fri., May 23, 7 p.m. 
199 High St. (Corner High and Tuam Sts.) Do­
nation: $3. Tel: (3) 365-6055. 

-IF YOU LIKE THIS PAPER, LOOK US UP----
Where to find Pathfinder books and dis­

tributors of the Militant, Perspectiva 
Mundial, New International, Nouvelle 
Internationale, Nueva Internacionaland Ny 
International. 

UNITED STATES 
ALABAMA: Birmingham: Ill 21st St. 

South. Mailing address: Suite 252, 267 West 
Valley Avenue Zip 35209. Tel: (205) 323-
3079. Compuserve: 73712,3561 

CALIFORNIA: Los Angeles: 2546 W. 
Pico Blvd. Zip: 90006. Tel: (213) 380-9460, 
380-9640. Compuserve: 74642,326San Fran­
cisco: 3284 23rd St. Zip: 94110. Tel: (415) 
282-6255, 285-5323. Compuserve: 75604,556 

CONNECTICUT: New Haven: Mailing 
address: P.O. Box 16751, Saybrook Station, 
West Haven. Zip: 06516. 

FLORIDA: Miami: 137 N.E. 54th St. Zip: 
33137. Tel: (305) 756-1020. Compuserve: 
103171,1674 

GEORGIA: Atlanta: 803 Peachtree St. 
NE. Zip: 30308. Tel: (404) 724-9759. 
Compuserve: 104226,1245 

ILLINOIS: Chicago: 1223 N. Milwaukee 
Ave. Zip: 60622. Tel: (773) 342-1780. 
Compuserve: I 04077,511 

IOWA: Des Moines: 2724 Douglas Ave. 
Zip: 50310. Tel: (515) 277-4600. Compuserve: 
104107,1412 

MASSACHUSETTS: Boston: 780 Tre­
mont St. Zip: 02118. Tel: (617) 247-6772. 
Compuserve: 103426,3430 

MICHIGAN: Detroit: 7414 Woodward 
Ave. Zip: 48202. Compuserve: 104127,3505 
Tel: (313) 875-0100. 

MINNESOTA: Twin Cities: 2490 Univer­
sity Ave. W., St. Paul. Zip: 55114. Tel: (612) 
644-6325. Compuserve: 103014,3261 

NEW JERSEY: Newark: 87 A Halsey. 
Mailing address: 1188 Raymond Blvd., Suite 
222. Zip: 07102. Tel: (201) 643-3341. 
Compuserve: 104216,2703 

NEW YORK: New York City: 59 4th Av­
enue (comer of Bergen) Brooklyn, NY Zip: 
11217. Tel: (718) 399-7257. Compuserve: 
102064,2642. Compuserve: 104075,35 ; 167 
Charles St., Manhattan, NY. Zip: 10014. Tel: 
(212) 366-1973. 

NORTH CAROLINA: Greensboro: 
2000-C S. Elm-Eugene St. Zip 27406. Tel: 
(910) 272-5996. Compuserve: 103475,672. 

OHIO: Cincinnati: P.O. Box 19484. Zip: 
45219. Tel: (513) 662-1931. Cleveland: 1832 
Euclid. Zip: 44115. Tel: (216) 861-6150. 
Compuserve: 103253,1111 

PENNSYLVANIA: Philadelphia: 1906 
South St. Zip: 19146. Tel: (215) 546-8218. 
Compuserve: 104502,1757 Pittsburgh: 1103 
E. Carson St. Zip 15203. Tel: (412) 381-9785. 
Compuserve: 103122,720 

TEXAS: Houston: 3260 South Loop West. 
Zip: 77025. Tel: (713) 349-0090. Compuserve: 
102527,2271 

UTAH: Salt Lake City: P.O. Box 25361 
Zip: 84106-0361. Tel: (801) 977-3911. 
Compuserve: 102353,3570 

WASHINGTON, D.C.: 1930 18thSt.N.W. 
Suite #3 (Entrance on Florida Ave.). Zip: 
20009. Tel: (202) 387-2185. Compuserve: 
75407,3345. 

WASHINGTON: Seattle: 1405 E. Madi­
son. Zip: 98122. Tel: (206) 323-1755. 
Compuserve: 74461,2544. 

WEST VIRGINIA: Morgantown: 242 
Walnut. Mailing address: P.O. Box 203. Zip: 
26507. Tel: (304) 296-0055. Compuserve: 
70543,1637 

AUSTRALIA 
Sydney: 19 Terry St., Surry Hills 2010. 

Mailing address: P.O. Box K879, Haymarket 
Post Office, NSW 1240. Tel: 02-9281-3297. 
Compuserve: 106450,2216 

BRITAIN 
London: 47 The Cut. Postal code: SEl 8LL. 

Tel: 0171-928-7993. Compuserve: 
101515,2702 

Manchester: Unit 4, 60 Shudehill. Postal 
code: M4 4AA. Tel: 0161-839-1766. 
Compuserve: 106462,327 

CANADA 
Montreal: 4581 Saint-Denis. Postal code: 

H2J 2L4. Tel: (514) 284-7369. Compuserve: 
104614,2606 

Toronto: 851 Bloor St. West. Postal code: 
M6G 1M3. Tel: (416) 533-4324. Compuserve: 
103474,13 

Vancouver: 3967 Main St. Postal code: 
V5V 3P3. Tel: (604) 872-8343. Compuserve: 
103430,1552 

FRANCE 
Paris: MBE 201, 208 rue de la Convention. 

Postal code: 75015. Tel: (1) 47-26-58-21. 
Compuserve: 73504,442 

ICELAND 
Reykjavik: Klapparstfg 26. Mailing ad­

dress: P. Box 233, 121 Reykjavik. Tel: 552 
5502. INTERNET:gphssg@treknet.is 

NEW ZEALAND 
Auckland: La Gonda Arcade, 203 

Karangahape Road. Postal address: P.O. Box 
3025. Tel: (9) 379-3075. Compuserve: 
100035,3205 

Christchurch: 199 High St. Postal address: 
P.O. Box 22-530. Tel: (3) 365-6055. 
Compuserve: 100250,1511 

SWEDEN 
Stockholm: Vikingagatan 10 (T-bana St 

Eriksplan). Postal code: S-113 42. Tel: (08) 
31 69 33. Compuserve: 100416,2362 



-GREATSOOEIT--------------------------------
been shot. Close call- We've been think­

ing about that six-year-old in Largo, 
Florida, who was arrested, hand­
cuffed, and taken to jail after she 

Harry 
,. Ring 

How civilized can you get? -
Queried on the arrest of the six-year­
old, Florida officials said that chil­
dren under seven are not usually 
considered capable of committing a 
crime. 

Steelworker Gregory Cooper and a 
co-worker dashed off a work site in 
Rockville, Maryland, and helped 
pull 15 people from a burning build­
ing. At a commendation ceremony, 
Cooper's beaming foreman joined 
him at the podium. Moments before, 
the foreman had told him he was 
fired, adding, "Don't say anything 
about it." Cooper was never told 
why he was fired. 

Boynton Beach and that their mo­
tive was to raise money to get into 
the police academy. 

Washington? Ridiculous­
Manuel Noriega, Panama's former 
president, now doing 40 years in a 
U.S. prison on drug charges, de­
clared in an interview that he had 
been offered a lighter sentence if he 
would implicate Fidel Castro in 
drug smuggling. Prosecutors vigor­
ously denied it. 

look like a straw bonnet. Tasters at 
the St. Paul Pioneer Press, said it 
was pretty good, except the "hand­
crafted Belgian chocolate topping" 
tasted like a real hat. Only $150, 
which is probably only a tad more 
than the number of grams of fat. 

allegedly disrupted a class where 
cops were showing a "crime preven­
tion" video. Lucky she didn't reach 
for her waistband. She might have 

No Joe Camel? -The Ontario, 
Canada, board of education says it 
will pick up an extra $500,000 a year 
by accepting computer screen sav­
ers featuring corporate advertising, 
like McDonald' and Wrigley's. 

Probably didn't punch out-

Seem qualified for a scholar­
ship- The weekly Miami New 
Times reported two young men were 
charged with robbery and murder in 

Order early for next year -
For Mother's Day, Neiman Marcus 
offered a cheesecake designed to 

Simple thought from a simple 
mind - " ... we recognize two life­
styles. One is marriage and the other 
is celibacy and there can't be any­
thing in between. And we don't rec­
ognize same-sex marriages."­
George Carey, Church of England's 
Archbishop of Canterbury. 

Marxism is the science of revolutionary struggle 
In capitalist society, we are trained to 

think of ideas and individuals as eternal 
things that float above social classes and 
material conditions. The rulers confi­
dently expect to enjoy the riches acquired 
off the backs of workers and occupy the 
seats of sovereignty forever. The dialec­
tical method of Marxism shows how bour­
geois rule is not eternal and there is sci­
entific logic behind the revolutionary 
struggle against the mad chaos of 
capitalism's wars and economic crises. 

The excerpt below is from the article 
"The ABC of Dialectical Materialism," 
from the book Problems of Everyday Life 
by Leon Trotsky. Trotsky, a central leader 
of the Russian revolution, was defending 
the materialist foundations of scientific 
socialism in response to the rising pres­
sures of bourgeois public opinion as 
Washington prepared its entry into World 
War II. The selection also appears in In 

BOOK OF 
THE WEEK 
Defense of Marxism as part of a longer 
article. Problems of Everyday Life is copy­
right © 1973 by Pathfinder Press, re­
printed by permission. 

BY LEON TROTSKY 
The dialectic is neither fiction nor mysti­

cism, but a science of the forms of our think­
ing insofar as it is not limited to the daily 
problems of life but attempts to arrive at an 
understanding of more complicated and 
drawn-out processes. The dialectic and for­
mallogic bear a relationship similar to that 
between higher and lower mathematics. 

I will here attempt to sketch the substance 
of the problem in a very concise form. The 
Aristotelian logic of the simple syllogism 
starts from the proposition that A is equal to 
A. This postulate is accepted as an axiom 
for a multitude of practical human actions 
and elementary generalizations. But in real­
ity A is not equal to A .... 

Every worker knows that it is impossible 
to make two completely equal objects. In 
the elaboration of bearing-brass into cone 
bearings, a certain deviation is allowed for 
the cones which should not, however, go 
beyond certain limits (this is called toler­
ance). By observing the norms of tolerance, 
the cones are considered as being equal (A 
is equal to A). When the tolerance is ex­
ceeded, the quantity goes over into quality; 
in other words, the cone bearings become 
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inferior or completely worthless. 
Our scientific thinking is only a part of 

our general practice, including techniques. 
For concepts there also exists "tolerance" 
which is established not by formal logic is­
suing from the axiom A is equal to A, but 
by dialectical logic issuing from the axiom 
that everything is always changing. "Com­
mon sense" is characterized by the fact that 
it systematically exceeds dialectical "toler­
ance" 

Vulgar thought operates with such con­
cepts as capitalism, morals, freedom, work­
ers' state, etc., as fixed abstractions, presum­
ing that capitalism is equal to capitalism, 
morals are equal to morals, etc. Dialectical 
thinking analyzes all things and phenomena 
in their continuous change, while determin­
ing in the material conditions of those 
changes that critical limit beyond which A 
ceases to be A, a workers' state ceases to be 
a workers' state. 

The fundamental flaw of vulgar thought 
lies in the fact that it wishes to content itself 
with motionless imprints of reality, which 
consists of eternal motion. Dialectical think­
ing gives to concepts, by means of closer 
approximations, corrections, concretiza­
tions, a richness of content and flexibility, I 
would even say a succulence, which to a 
certain extent brings them close to living 
phenomena. Not capitalism in general, but 
a given capitalism at a given stage of devel­
opment. Not a workers' state in general, but 
a given workers' state in a backward coun­
try in an imperialist encirclement, etc. 

Dialectical thinking is related to vulgar 
thinking in the same way that a motion pic­
ture is related to a still photograph. The mo­
tion picture does not outlaw the still photo­
graph but combines a series of them accord­
ing to the laws of motion. Dialectics does 
not deny the syllogism, but teaches us to 
combine syllogisms in such a way as to bring 
our understanding closer to the eternally 
changing reality. Hegel in his Logic estab­
lished a series of laws: change of quantity 
into quality, development through contradic­
tions, conflict of content and form, interrup­
tion of continuity, change of possibility into 
inevitability, etc., which are just as impor­
tant for theoretical thought as is the simple 
syllogism for more elementary tasks. 

Hegel wrote before Darwin and before 
Marx. Thanks to the powerful impulse given 
to thought by the French Revolution, Hegel 
anticipated the general movement of science. 
But because it was only an anticipation, al­
though by a genius, it received from Hegel 
an idealistic character. Hegel operated with 
ideological shadows as the ultimate reality. 
Marx demonstrated that the movement of 
these Ideological shadows reflected nothing 
but the movement of material bodies. 

We call our dialectic materialist since its 
roots are neither in heaven nor in the depths 
of our "free will," but in objective reality, in 
nature. Consciousness grew out of the un­
conscious, psychology out of physiology, the 
organic world out of the inorganic, the solar 
system out of nebula. On all the rungs of 
this ladder of development the quantitative 
changes were transformed into qualitative. 
Our thought, including dialectical thought 
is only one of the forms of the expression of 
changing matter. There is place within this 
system for neither God, nor Devil, nor im­
mortal soul, nor eternal norms of laws and 
morals. The dialectic of thinking, having 
grown out of the dialectic of nature, pos­
sesses consequently a thoroughly material­
ist character. 

Darwinism, which explained the evolu­
tion of species through quantitative trans­
formations passing into qualitative, was the 
highest triumph ofthe dialectic in the whole 

Trotsky and staff review revolutionary workers of Red Army in Zarapul, 1919. 

field of organic matter. Another great tri­
umph was the discovery of the table of 
atomic weights of chemical elements and 
further the transformation of one element 
into another. 

With these transformations (species, ele­
ments, etc.) is closely linked the question of 
classifications, just as important in the natu­
ral as in the social sciences. Linnaeus's sys­
tem (eighteenth century), utilizing as its start­
ing point the immutability of species, was 
limited to the description and classification 
of plants according to their external charac­
teristics. The infantile period of botany is 
analogous to the infantile period of logic, 
since the forms of our thought develop like 
everything that lives. Only decisive repudia­
tion of the idea of fixed species, only the 
study of the history of the evolution of plants 
and their anatomy prepared the basis for a 
really scientific classification. 

Marx, who in distinction from Darwin was 
a conscious dialectician, discovered a basis 

for the scientific classification of human 
societies in the development of their pro­
ductive forces and the structure of the rela­
tions of ownership which constitute the 
anatomy of society. Marxism substituted for 
the vulgar descriptive classification of soci­
eties and states, which even up to now still 
flourishes in the universities, a materialistic 
dialectical classification. Only through us­
ing the method of Marx is it possible cor­
rectly to determine both the concept of a 
workers' state and the moment of its down­
fall. 

All this, as we see, contains nothing 
"metaphysical" or "scholastic," as conceited 
ignorance affirms. Dialectical logic ex­
presses the laws of motion in contemporary 
scientific thought. The struggle against ma­
terialist dialectics on the contrary expresses 
a distant past, conservatism of the petty bour­
geoisie, the self-conceit of university 
routinists and . . . a spark of hope for an 
afterlife. 

-25AND50YEARSAG0'----­
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ALBURQUERQUE, N.M., May 9-
Alburquerque city police opened fire on a 
crowd of 500 antiwar demonstrators today, 
wounding three people, all believed to be 
students at the University of New Mexico. 
One of the victims, Carolyn Babb Coburn, 
received multiple shotgun wounds in the 
chest and abdomen. The 22-year-old UNM 
law student, a staff writer for the school 
newspaper, the Daily Lobo, was rushed to 
Presbyterian Hospital in critical condition. 
The school administration has withheld in­
formation on the other two. 

The following eyewitness account was 
given to me by Gary Davis, a student at 
UNM 

"This morning a few students began pass­
ing the word that an antiwar rally would be 
held on the university mall. It was a sponta­
neous action, but about 400 to 500 people 
showed up. 

"Discussion on possible antiwar action 
lasted for nearly an hour, finally ending with 
the consensus opinion that students should 
continue their protest along Central Avenue. 
Many felt that the antiwar movement could 
gain public attention by stopping traffic on 
the main thoroughfare that runs alongside 
the campus." 

TH£ MILITANT 
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May 17,1947 

The Spanish workers have dealt a stiff 
blow to Franco's fascist regime. As reported 
in last week's Militant, work stoppages oc­
curred throughout Spain on May Day. The 
Franco regime singled out the Basque work­
ers of Bilbao for reprisals. 

The May Day strike had been especially 
impressive in Bilbao, second industrial cen­
ter of Spain. For two days the workers had 
shut down tight the great steel mills, mines 
and shipyards, including the Babcock and 
Wilcox machine shops. 

Provincial governor Riesta ordered mass 
arrests, but the strike remained solid. Then 
he decreed that all workers who had partici­
pated in the anti-Franco demonstration were 
to lose all seniority rights, suffer pay cuts 
and lose pension rights. 

The strike spread to other Basque cities 
Gunpuzcoa province was the scene of sym­
pathy strikes which closed munition, sew­
ing machine, and bicycle plants. The Franco 
regime has been badly shaken. 

The New York Times reports that "What­
ever penalties individuals may suffer, the 
workers in general have scored in a way that 
observers would not have believed possible 
in defiance of the iron-fisted Franco police 
system." 
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Gov't tries to legitimize brutality 
The U.S. rulers are using their attack on the right-wing 

Republic of Texas group to legitimize the deadly use of 
their police forces and justify government brutality. 

Police officers used overwhelming force, from the 
ground and the air, to kill a fleeing man who didn't even 
face any legal charges. The cops and the big-business 
media justify the killing by dehumanizing the person, gra­
tuitously showing more compassion for the wounded po­
lice dogs. The police were in fact prepared to launch a 
Waco-style assault on the trailer where members of the 
rightist group were holed up for seven days, after the hos­
tages they held were released. 

The operation was reminiscent, on a smaller scale, of 
the attack by federal agents on the housing complex of 
the Branch Davidians - a religious sect - in Waco, 
Texas, in 1993, ordered by Attorney General Janet Reno 
and approved by President William Clinton. That assault, 
complete with tanks, resulted in an inferno that took the 
lives of 86 men, women, and children. In the Fort Davis 
case, the cops and the government are taking advantage 
of the unpopularity of the right-wing group to undermine 
democratic rights. The goal is similar to what the rulers 
tried to accomplish through the lethal 1992 siege by the 
FBI of a rightist militia at Ruby Ridge in Idaho. 

Ultraright groups, the Republic of Texas included, are 
a deadly threat to working people. But the government 
and its repressive agencies are not forces workers and farm­
ers should rely on in fighting fascist and antilabor outfits. 
Working people can only depend on themselves and their 

class allies - and their organizations like the trade 
unions- to accomplish this goal. It is the capitalist sys­
tem in decay that breeds these rightist groups. The bosses 
and their government in Washington will tum to fascist 
organizations to salvage their system when working-class 
resistance to capitalist austerity explodes. 

The rulers will use precedents like the killing in the 
Davis Mountains of Texas to unleash their cops and courts 
on working-class militants and other fighters. 

The true and brutal face of the U.S. government can be 
seen in its stance toward the massacre of the Peruvian 
rebels who held hostages in the Japanese ambassador's 
residence in Lima. In that case, the Clinton administra­
tion laid down the line from the beginning - no conces­
sions - and the regime of Peruvian president Alberto 
Fujimori carried it out to its bloody conclusion, killing all 
of the rebels, along with one of the hostages. Washington 
not only applauded the butchery, but was involved in the 
whole thing from beginning to end. 

It is important never to forget that Washington and its 
allies are the greatest perpetrators of terror around the 
world- from Waco on its home territory to Vietnam, Iraq, 
Nicaragua, and countless other parts of the world just in 
recent decades. 

Working people must oppose efforts by the government 
to utilize the recent police assault in Texas to further re­
strict democratic rights and rationalize its own responsi­
bility for the oppression and violence inflicted on work­
ing people day in and day out the world over. 

Massive aid to flood areas now 
The following statement was released May 4 by the 

candidates of the Communist League in the upcoming 
Canadian federal election June 2. The candidates are 
Michel Dugre and Vicky Mercier running in Montreal, 
John Munoru in Toronto, and Roger Annis in 
Vancouver. 

Working people in Canada and the United States, along 
with their unions and farm organizations need to join to­
gether to demand that Ottawa and Washington provide 
immediate and massive assistance to those hit by the dev­
astating flood in the Red River valley. 

About 85,000 people in Manitoba, Minnesota, and 
North Dakota have been affected by the flood. Some have 
lost their entire farm or house in the floodwaters, many 
farmers will lose this year's crop, and others have been 
forced out of their homes and jobs for several weeks. 

The response of working people across Canada has been 
an outpouring of solidarity. Typical is the response from 
people in the Saguenay region of Quebec, devastated last 
summer by floods, who have raised $100,000 for Manitoba 
flood victims. 

This stands in stark contrast to the compensation gov­
ernments are offering flood victims - all of which will 
benefit the wealthy the most. The government is guaran­
teeing up to $100,000 in assistance for those who can af­
ford to pay the first 20 percent of damages themselves. 
Workers and family farmers who have lost their homes or 
livelihoods will be hard pressed to pay this deductible. 

Instead of mapping out a real plan of emergency relief, 
capitalist politicians, be they in the Liberal, Conservative, 
or Reform parties, as well as the New Democrats spent 
the entire first week of the flood debating the relative merits 
of postponing voting and electioneering in Manitoba. 

The Communist League demands massive, uncondi­
tional aid to the flood victims to rebuild homes and farms. 
Farmers who have lost their this year's crops should be 
fully compensated to guarantee a living income. 

The government should launch a massive public works 
program to rebuild homes, farmsteads; and communities. 
This kind of program, with workers paid at union-scale, 
would provide jobs for those who are out of work due to 
the flood, as well as to thousands of others. This repair 
campaign should be part of a broader public works pro­
gram to build housing, hospitals, schools, and child-care 
centers to meet the needs of working people and provide 
jobs for the unemployed. This includes reopening andre­
staffing hospitals. 

As the crisis of the capitalist system deepens, working 
people will be faced with more natural and capitalist-made 
disasters. The rulers will try to make working people bear 
the brunt of its crisis, while they continue cuts to social 
programs. 

We pledge to work alongside fellow workers to orga­
nize resistance and protests to these anti-working-class 
and anti-farmer actions. A good place to start is by fight­
ing for massive aid to workers and farmers in the Red 
River valley. 

Imperialist troops in Albania 
Continued from front page 
the imperialist troops may help bring security and guar­
antee fair elections in Albania, now scheduled for June 
29. 

Nevertheless, the efforts by the imperialists and the 
government in Tirana to end the revolt once and for all 
are running into trouble. At 2 a.m. on May 4, three men 
fired on the Italian San Marco military camp in Vlore. Lt. 
Colonel Giovanni Bernardi of the Italian army called the 
attackers "criminals." Reuters quoted Bernardi saying, 
"The men on duty fired back into the air in the general 
proximity of the criminals without trying to kill them .... 
No one was injured and there was no damage." 

Rifts continue between Berisha's Democratic Party and 
Prime Minister Bashkim Fino's Socialist Party, the main 
groups in the coalition government that represent com­
peting layers of the ruling caste. 

After a recent meeting with Berisha and Fino in Tirana, 
Franz Vranitzky, the European Union envoy in Albania, 
said there were divisions between the two on how to pro­
ceed with parliamentary elections. Fino reportedly hopes 
to convince the rebel councils to dissolve and accept the 
authority of previously elected mayors and city councils 
before the elections. But facing stiff opposition from work­
ing people, Fino and the imperialist forces have retreated 
from their earlier demands to disarm the population in the 
insurgent cities in the short term. Berisha, meanwhile, in­
sists that planned elections can take place ··only after the 
rebel committees are disbanded" and weapons collected 
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by authorities in Tirana. 
Fino has asked the European Commission and the Or­

ganization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 
to oversee the elections, including the drafting of a new 
electoral law. Even SP ministers now state the election 
will probably be postponed. "June 29 is too early and 
August 1 too late," Albanian justice minister Spartak Negla 
told the Greek news daily Kathimerinf. 

Organizing "fair elections" is increasingly becoming 
the pretext for extending the imperialist intervention. Ac­
cording to the May 6 Eleftherotipfa, one of the main Greek 
dailies, the Italian-led force is now planning to extend its 
mandate for another three months and beef up the troops. 
Rome, which has already deployed 3,000 men, will re­
portedly send another 2,000 soldiers who will be deployed 
largely in the insurgent southern part of the country. 

Meanwhile, Berisha has continued to organize vigilante 
gangs that terrorize the population. The May 3 New York 
Times reported that Agim Shehu, the former head of the 
national police the government was forced to fire, "has 
organized a private militia loyal only to Berisha." 

At a meeting in Vlore on April 25, the National Front 
for the Salvation of the People, the coalition of 28 rebel 
councils, reiterated that its affiliates will not disband "un­
til Berisha 's dictatorship falls, a new government is elected 
and has a chance to present its program, and legal guaran­
tees are provided that the government will return I 00 per­
cent of the funds" Albanians lost after the collapse of the 
pyramid schemes. 

Defend Maori 
land rights 

In a letter on the facing page, reader Chuck Petrin asks 
why the Militant would support the return of land to Maori 
by the New Zealand government, and other demands that 
have been won by Maori in recent years, often claimed 
under the Treaty ofWaitangi. Petrin says he "cannot think 
of a single reason," asserting that the sole beneficiaries of 
these victories are capitalist investors who are Maori and 
that working people gain "absolutely nothing." 

Maori, the indigenous people of New Zealand, are an 
oppressed nationality. Numbering around 13 percent of 
the country's 3.5 million people, Maori are overwhelm­
ingly working class, concentrated in the industrial work 
force. The Treaty of Waitangi was signed in 1840 by a 
number of Maori tribal chiefs and representatives of the 

DISCUSSION WITH 
OUR READERS 
British government. Under the treaty, the British govern­
ment laid claim to New Zealand as a colony while guar­
anteeing Maori continued possession and control over their 
lands, forests, fisheries, and other resources. The devel­
opment of capitalism in New Zealand in the 19th century 
was accompanied by warfare and violence through which 
the emerging capitalist class, backed by the military power 
of imperial Britain, deprived Maori of the bulk of their 
best lands. Although they were formally equal citizens, 
the Maori became subject to systematic discrimination. 

For more than 150 years, Maori people have resisted 
this process, giving rise to struggles and movements for 
national rights. The 1970s and early 1980s saw a renewed 
upsurge in the fight for Maori rights, as part of a broader 
working-class and youth radicalization and an upturn in 
union struggles. Demands for the return of stolen land 
were at the center of mass protests and land occupations. 

This movement forced concessions from the govern­
ment, the impact of which continues to be felt today. These 
include restoration of title to, or compensation for, sub­
stantial lands; access to fishing, forestry, and other re­
sources; greater use of the Maori language in education 
and the media; and affirmative action in education, em­
ployment, and other areas. 

As a result of these victories, the racism used by the 
rulers to justify national oppression and divide working 
people in this country has been weakened, and the poten­
tial unity and self-confidence of the working class in the 
struggle against capitalism has been strengthened. 

The Waitangi Tribunal, a government-appointed judi­
cial body, has been one of the main mechanisms through 
which concessions to Maori demands have been regis­
tered. Originally set up by the government in 1975 to try 
to channel Maori protests off the streets, the government 
was forced to expand the tribunal's powers in 1985. 

The tribunal has become a target of rightist politicians 
and other reactionaries. They appeal to resentment against 
gains won by Maori, portraying these as a threat to the 
livelihood and security of other working people. They 
blame Maori and Pacific Island language instruction and 
cultural activities in schools for undermining the standard 
of education. And they present Maori claims to the 
Waitangi Tribunal as robbing "New Zealanders" as a whole 
of resources and threatening the "national interest." 

The goal of these forces is to undermine support for 
equal rights and reverse the gains won by Maori and other 
working people through struggle, in order to divide and 
weaken the working class as a whole. Accordingly, all 
working people have a stake in rejecting such attacks. 

One of the results of the gains won by Maori over the 
past decade has been an increase in the number of Maori 
in the professions, business, and other middle class occu­
pations. There is a small layer of capitalists and others 
who function in the corporate world. Many among this 
milieu act as spokespeople for Maori today. They often 
put their stamp on the settlement of Maori land and fish­
ing claims negotiated with the government, and use these 
gains as a means to advance themselves. This is part of a 
growing class differentiation among Maori. 

However, to assert as Petrin does that "Maori capital­
ists" are the sole beneficiaries of gains resulting from de­
cades of struggle by Maori, the big majority of whom re­
main working class, is way off the mark. 

Petrin refers to the 1992 fisheries settlement with the 
South Island Maori tribe Ngai Tahu, which included a 
shareholding in a major fishing company. Thousands of 
independent fishermen and women were deprived of their 
livelihoods in the 1980s as a result of the capitalist offen­
sive to shore up profits. A major turning point was the 
introduction of "individual quota" in 1986. These set 
maximum catch allowances for all those engaged in the 
fishing industry based on previous catch records. Unable 
to make a living from the limited catch entitlements that 
they were allocated, most small fishers were forced to sell 
their quota to the major fishing companies. A large num­
ber of those who lost their livelihoods were Maori. This 
fueled claims by Maori to the Waitangi Tribunal for rec­
ognition of fishing rights guaranteed by the Treaty of 
Waitangi. These claims, like that won by Ngai Tabu, have 
been the target of attacks by capitalist politicians and fish­
ing industry representatives. - EUGEN LEPOU 



Apple packers fight 
for union rights in 
Washington state 
BY EMILY FITZSIMMONS 

YAKIMA, Washington -A crowd of 
more than 500 apple packers and their sup­
porters marched through downtown Yakima 
April 20 in support of their union organiz­
ing drive. The lead banner, carried by a con­
tingent of Mexican and Chicano youth said, 
"Justice for Washington Apple Workers" in 
both English and Spanish. 

AFL-CIO, United Farm Workers, and Team­
sters union. 

The previous week, the National Labor 
Relations Board (NLRB) ruled that Stemilt, 
Inc., the largest apple packer and shipper in 
the state, had violated workers' right to or­
ganize. It ordered the company to pay over 
$21,000 in back wages to 14 workers who 
had been laid off. 

Contingents of farm workers, youth, and 
Teamster union members were prominent. 
Students from five different chapters of 
MEChA, a Chicano· student organization, 
marched together. 

Stemilt was also ordered to reinstate 
Genaro Morales, a worker the company had 
fired twice for his union organizing activity. 
Morales' return to work was featured in an 
Aprill6 front page article in a Yakima Val­
ley daily, the Wenatchee World, headlined, 
"Justice Has Been Done." 

MIIItarit/:S,:;ott Breen 
Apple packers in Yakima are demanding better wages and end to arbitrary firings 

A highlight of the rally was the introduc­
tion of Morales. After loud applause and 
chants of "Sf, se puede!" (Yes, it can be 
done), he explained, "I wasn't sure if the 

Teamsters would get my job back, but I kept 
fighting because it was the right thing to do. 
For those undecided about the power of the 
union, look at me- fired twice, and I'm 
back. We can stand up now, or lay down and 

play dead." 

Emily Fitzsimmons is a member of the In­
ternational Association of Machinists in 
Seattle. 

The action was part of a campaign by fruit 
warehouse workers and the Teamsters union 
to organize fruit-packing warehouses in the 
Yakima and Wenatchee valleys. Apples are 
a major business in this state, employing 
15,000 warehouse workers, two-thirds of 
whom are Mexican. Average wages among 
packers are only $11,000 a year, and much 
less for migrant workers. 

The packers are seeking better wages and 
benefits, and an end to arbitrary firings and 
abusive treatment by management. They are 
also fighting the companies' threats to use 
immigration cops against them. 

Black farmers protest discrimination 
Ana Marfa Guzman, speaking at the post­

march rally, described how she had worked 
first in the fields and then in the warehouse 
for 20 years. Currently employed by Wash­
ington Fruit, she said, "The racism, discrimi­
nation, and abuse of all workers drove me 
to want to organize a union. We want to see 
change and it has to come from us, not the 
company. We have the right to organize, 
documented or undocumented." 

Some of the demonstrators had also 
marched in Watsonville, California, the pre­
vious week in support of the United Farm 
Workers (UFW) organizing campaign 
among strawberry workers there, and were 
inspired by the 25,000-strong action. 

Jesus Linares, a farm worker at the Cha­
teau Ste. Michele vineyard, went there with 
a busload from Yakima. "Things are chang­
ing fast and the struggle of the apple pack­
ers here is helping to unite people," he said. 
Workers at Chateau Ste. Michele hold the 
only UFW contract in the state of Washing­
ton. 

The rally following the march was stand­
ing-room only in a school auditorium. Five 
warehouse workers active in the organizing 
drive addressed the crowd. Speakers also 
included local religious figures, officials of 
the National Association for the Advance­
ment of Colored People, Washington State 

BY CHARLOTTE HERNANDEZ 
AND STU SINGER 

WASHINGTON, D.C.- About 200 
people demonstrated outside the U.S. De­
partment of Agriculture (USDA) here April 
23, protesting the government agency's dis­
crimination against farmers who are Black. 
They then packed into and testified at a hear­
ing on the subject called by the Congres­
sional Black Caucus. US secretary of agri­
culture Daniel Glickman and other top 
USDA officials participated in the hearing. 

"If you don't fight, you won't get any­
where," said 15-year-oldJames Evans, from 
Tillery, North Carolina. Evans and a num­
ber of other high school students took the 
day off from school to join the prote~t. 

John Boyd, a farmer from southeastern 
Virginia who is the president of the National 
Black Farmers Association, told the rally and 
the congressional hearing that in spite of the 
USDA's announcement of a temporary 
moratorium on farm foreclosures, "There 
have been 1,000 foreclosures since the mora­
torium in December. Only 200 discrimina­
tion cases have been settled, of the I ,800 on 
file. This is an insult to all of us." 

Lucius Abrams, a fourth-generation 
farmer from Keysville, Georgia, pointed out 
how difficult it was for farmers to come to 
this demonstration because it was at the 
height of planting season. He also described 
some problems caused by the delays Black 

farmers face in receiving federal loan money. 
"When the money is late it means you plant 
late. We've had to do that for the last 4 or 5 
years. Late planting means we get lower 
yield from the crop and that affects future 
subsidy payments and crop insurance. But 
you still have to pay interest on the loan start­
ing from when you filed for it." 

At the hearing Glickman acknowledged 
that the foreclosures had continued after his 
December moratorium announcement. He 
said USDA would now require that when a 
civil rights complaint was filed, the foreclo­
sure process would be frozen. Glickman of­
fered no immediate money for spring plant­
ing. He said the Department was out of 
money and had to get more from Congress. 

He did not announce any steps to speed 
up processing civil rights complaints, but 
boasted about two recent settlements 
awarded to Black farmers with long-stand­
ing discrimination complaints and offered 
that "all complaints that can be resolved by 
our June 6 goal, will be." 

"Not just Black farmers are suffering," 
Boyd told the crowd at the rally. "Small 
farmers across the nation are suffering. But 
when you add on the 130 years of discrimi­
nation, we've been last for the USDA. We 
need the power to open the doors of the last 
plantation," as many farmers describe the 
Department of Agriculture. 

Several white farmers who have joined 

the National Black Farmers Association 
participated in the demonstration, including 
Mike Newcomb from Chase City, Virginia. 
Newcomb's farm is near Boyd's. He said he 
joined the group to protest the favoritism 
shown by the USDA to the big farmers. 

Kay Gannis, a farmer from South Caro­
lina who is white, spoke at the rally and de­
scribed her farm being foreclosed by the 
Farmers Home Administration, a division of 
the Department of Agriculture. "I would like 
to see the USDA and the FMHA completely 
put out of business. They're a bunch of 
greedy land hogs, and they cheat Black farm­
ers, Hispanic farmers and us too, anybody 
that is poor." 

A contingent of 11 workers, members of 
the Union of Needletrades, Industrial and 
Textile Employees (UNITE) in Greensboro, 
North Carolina, participated in the demon­
stration. Black farm leader Gary Grant from 
Tillery, North Carolina, spoke at their union 
meeting the week before. Grant welcomed 
them to the demonstration and urged other 
unions to join with the Black farmers. "This 
is for all working people," he said. 

Stu Singer is a member of the United Trans­
portation Union. M.J. Rahn, a member of 
UNITE from Greensboro, and Joshua 
Carroll a member of the Young Socialists 
from Washington, D.C., contributed to this 
article. 

-LETTERS-------------------------------------
Treaty of Waitangi 

Articles from New Zealand in 
two issues of the Militant caught my 
attention. (See March 3 "Rightists 
Attack Maori Land Rights" and 
March 10 "NZ Rulers Attack Maori 
Rights.") I believe the authors are 
promoting a point of view that is 
fundamentally flawed. Further, by 
tarring as "racist" and "rightist" 
anyone who is critical of those 
views, they have effectively closed 
the debate they pretend to be inter­
ested in opening. 

I cannot think of a single reason 
the Militant would want to cham­
pion the Treaty of Waitangi settle­
ments negotiated in recent years. 
The facts show that the sole benefi­
ciaries of these settlements are capi­
talist business investors - tribal, 
corporate, and individual - who 
are Maori. There is nothing- ab­
solutely nothing - in any of them 
for working people: no tangible 
gains, no greater latitude for 
struggle, zilch. 

The fisheries settlement with 
Ngai Tahu, for example, was a body 
blow to small producers -most of 
them Maori, as it happens - who 
saw the onslaught of the big com­
mercial operators suddenly en­
shrined as a "treaty right." Property 

rights in land gained by Tainui, Ngai 
Tahu, and others will "liberate" tens 
of thousands of hectares only in the 
sense that previously idle or cheaply 
leased government real estate is 
now freely open to commercial de­
velopment at prime market rates; 
small farmers need not apply. 

If the Communist League truly 
wishes to join the ideological battle 
with rightists - and I hope they 
do - they will have to think much 
more about issues such as these and 
be prepared to argue convincingly 
for a working-class alternative. 
Chuck Petrin 
Canterbury, New Zealand 

Cuban speaks in Denver 
On a cold, snowy April night, 

over 40 people packed the Parlor 
Room at the First Baptist Church 
here in Denver to hear Fernando 
Perez, First Secretary of the Cuban 
Interests Section in Washington, 
D.C. He underscored the impor­
tance of solidarity work in the face 
of ongoing adversity by the U.S. 
State Department. His travel itiner­
ary, where he stays, who he will 
visit, right down to his airline flight 
and seat number are required before 
he is issued a travel visa. Mayors, 
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city councils, and other elected of­
ficials, as well as business groups 
and private individuals often receive 
(State Dept.) pressure not to meet 
with the Cuban diplomatic corps. To 
counter this, every opportunity must 
be utilized in what essentially is a 
struggle to exercise free speech. 
Perez noted the U.S. government's 
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openly stated desire to "push Cuba 
back to 1958"- prerevolutionary 
days under the dictatorship of 
Batista. In the face of such constant 
and hostile rhetoric backed by the 
economic blockade imposed by 
Helms-Burton, Perez said that 
"U.S.-Cuba relations are as bad as 
at any time since 1962." 

In a wide-ranging question and 
answer session, the diplomat 
pointed out that Cuba receives over 
2,250 hours per week of negative 
broadcasting from more than 20 
Miami radio and TV stations. Ironi­
cally, fearing a threat to its news 
monopoly, it was the Miami Her­
ald that opposed CNN joining the 
58 press agencies with more than 
1,300 journalists already in Havana. 
He emphasized that as long as there 
is a basic respect for Cuba's sover­
eignty, self-determination, and in­
dependence, participation in Cuban 
society is open to those living out­
side the country. More than 50,000 
Cuban-Americans traveled to Cuba 
in 1996. Importantly, this all takes 
place in the context of three straight 
years of increasing economic 
growth. "We have no alternative but 
to resist," he said. 
Horace Kerr 
Denver, Colorado 

The letters column is an open 
forum for all viewpoints on sub­
jects of general interest to our 
readers. Please keep your letters 
brief. Where necessary they will 
be abridged. Please indicate if 
you prefer that your initials be 
used rather than your full name. 
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New UK gov't targets social gains 
BY JONATHAN SILBERMAN 

LONDON -Anthony Blair, elected 
Labour Party prime minister on May I, has 
signaled that a major assault on social ben­
efits will be a high priority of the new gov­
ernment. Even before the election, Blair 
promised to "think the unthinkable" about 
welfare, accusing the Tory government of 
spending too much. Now he has appointed 
Labour Member of Parliament (MP) Frank 
Field, as second-in-command at the social 
security department. Field was the chair of 
the House of Commons social security com­
mittee when Conservative (Tory) prime min­
ister John Major was still in office. 

Field, who has been praised by Tory poli­
tician Margaret Thatcher, has been put in 
charge of long-term planning for "reform" 
of the social security budget. Last year Field 
published a pamphlet entitled How to pay 
for the future, calling for slashing the cur­
rent £100 billion welfare bill (£I= $1.63). 
The essence of Field's proposals is to shift 
welfare payments away from state funding, 
out of the government treasury, and place 
the burden even further onto individual wage 
earners. Formal income tax would be cut, 
but the proposals amount to a major hike in 
taxes on workers' wages. National Insurance 
contributions would rise substantially, in­
cluding a 7 percent "insurance tax" that 
would supposedly fund half of the National 
Health Service (NHS) expenditure. 

Field's plan envisages a major overhaul 
of pensions, including abolishing the State 
Earnings-Related Pensions Scheme 
(SERPS) and forcing everyone to take out a 
second welfare policy covering unemploy­
ment, sickness and retirement. 

To win support for his proposals, Field 
has tried to couch them in progressive 
sounding terms, such as a defense of"demo­
cratic socialist values" as opposed to means­
testing, upon which much of current wel­
fare payments are based. Field's opposition 
to means-testing isn't based on its use to 
erode universal benefits and foster divisions 
among working people. Rather Field op­
poses means-testing because, he says, it 
"promotes idleness, encourages dishonesty, 
and penalizes savings." 

By "democracy," Field means that every­
body pays. He says that it is vital to give 
even the poorest "a stake" in their pension 
and in the NHS, and proposes lowest wage 
earners- who currently don't have to pay 
National Insurance- be obliged to contrib­
ute. Anyone earning more that£ I 0 per week 
would be levied 2 percent; those earning 
above £60 weekly would "contribute" 6 
percent. Field proposes the creation of indi­
vidually-owned funds in the private sector 
through which welfare would be adminis­
tered. In addition, student grants would be 
replaced by loans. 

Field and his boss, Harriet Harman, will 
not wait until the adoption of the welfare 
overhaul before starting their assault. They 
plan to immediately launch a "welfare to 
work" program and an attack on "benefit 
fraud." 

"Work is the best form of welfare for 
people of working age and lone mothers," 
Harman said. "We need to reduce the ob­
stacles that keep people out of work." The 
Sunday Telegraph quoted one government 
minister as saying, "The public will not sup­
port a social security system that appears to 
tell people they can sit in bed all day watch­
ing television and drawing benefits." Mean­
while, the official unemployment rate in the 
United Kingdom stands at 6.2 percent or I. 7 
million people. The real unemployment is 
closer to 4 million. 

Labour is already pledged to maintain­
ing the stricter criteria on people claiming 
incapacity benefit and the new job seekers 
allowance that was imposed by the Tory 
government. It is now expected to introduce 
"workfare"- financial penalties for those 
deemed "workshy." 

In another move, Chancellor of the Ex­
chequer Gordon Brown announced May 6 
that the new government was granting the 
Bank of England the power to set short -term 
interest rates without government approval. 
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Rally last year to support dock workers in Liverpool. Many workers voted Labour in 
hopes of reversing the government and employer assault of last two decades, but in his 
first days in office Blair made clear his government will continue the offensive. 

Now the government will set a target infla­
tion rate -currently 2.5 percent- which 
the Bank of England will try to adjust mon­
etary policies to meet. This is presented as 
one of the steps needed to keep the pound 
strong in relation to other European curren­
cies. Kenneth Clarke, the former Tory Chan­
cellor of the Exchequer, warned, "What you 
are going to see is, undoubtedly, tighter 
monetary policies than you might otherwise 
have" - in other words a willingness to 
raise interest rates high at the cost of defla­
tion and higher unemployment. The govern­
ment simultaneously raised short-term in­
terest rates a quarter of a point to 6.25 per­
cent, with the stated aim of dampening con­
sumer spending, wage raises, and inflation. 

In pre-election interviews, Blair promised 
that his government would be more "radi-

cal" than many envisaged. Whether or not 
his pledge was designed to give comfort to 
working-class voters, his welfare proposals 
show that it's cold comfort indeed. Finan­
cial markets remained buoyant throughout 
the election campaign, and following the 
election the FTSE stock market index 
reached an all-time high. 

A number of trade union officials at 
London's May Day festival, including Gen­
eral Municipal Boilers (GMB) union presi­
dent Mary Turner, declared that the new 
government's adoption of the European 
Union (EU) social chapter showed that 
workers would reap the benefit of a Labour 
victory. The agreement on social policy con­
sists of seven articles, two declarations and 
a protocol on economic and social cohe­
sion -broad statements of aims rather than 

policy. Foreign secretary Robin Cook has 
gone out of his way to reassure any doubt­
ers that UK government support for future 
EU social legislation will depend on 
whether it "promotes competitiveness" and 
the goal of a "skilled and flexible work­
force." 

At the same time, the bosses remain con­
cerned with Labour's continuing links with 
the unions, upon which the hopes and ex­
pectations of working people are based. 
Labour's election victory was greeted by an 
air of celebration by working people when 
they went to work on May 2. 

A group of rail workers at South West 
Trains watching the results in their break 
room on TV discussed how, with such a 
large majority, the government would be 
able to renationalize the railway. There was 
no renationalize proposal in Labour's mani­
festo, however. The railway was national­
ized in 1948, and privatized by the Major 
government. 

Labour increased its share of the vote in 
the main industrial centers, reflecting work­
ing people's association of the Tory govern­
ment with two decades of attacks on their 
rights and living standards, and the hope that 
a Labour government could be used to de­
fend their interests. Many workers expressed 
their delight that prominent Tory govern­
ment members like Michael Portillo, who 
had been strongly tipped as a successor to 
John Major, were voted out. 

But the size of Labour's 179-seat parlia­
mentary majority was the result of some­
thing else: a substantial shift of middle class 
voters - some traditional Liberal voters, 
others traditional Tories - against the party 
that had, at least temporarily, lost the back­
ing of decisive sections of the ruling class. 
The social base of the party built up by 
Thatcher's "share-owning, home-owning 
democracy" has been substantially eroded 
by the effects of the depression. Never be­
fore in post-World War II elections has such 
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Sinn Fein scores victory in UK election 
BY PAUL DAVIES 

MANCHESTER, England -A blow 
was struck against the British occupation of 
northern Ireland with the election of Sinn 
Fein leaders Gerry Adams and Martin 
McGuinness to the seats of West Belfast and 
Mid-Ulster in the United Kingdom general 
election on May 1. Sinn Fein is the nation­
alist party in the forefront of the struggle to 
end British rule in the north of Ireland. 

Adams and McGuinness are the first Sinn 
Fein representatives to win seats in the UK 
Parliament since Adams lost West Belfast 
to Joe Hendron of the Social Democratic 
Labour Party (SDLP) in I992. The SDLP 
is a reformist party with a base of support 
in the nationalist community. It remains the 
second largest party in northern Ireland. 
Tactical voting for the SDLP by voters who 
normally support the Unionist (pro-British) 
parties helped Hendron win the seat from 
Adams in I992. This year tactical voting 
by Unionists for the SDLP almost doubled, 
but it could not stop Adams from taking the 
seat by winning the overwhelming major­
ity of nationalist votes. Sinn Fein won I6 
percent of the overall vote in the six coun­
ties on northern Ireland, surpassing the loy­
alist Democratic Unionist Party to take the 
third largest total in the north of Ireland. The 
vote for Sinn Fein was more than double 
that of the last UK general election in I992. 

Like all Sinn Fein members who have 
been elected to Parliament, Adams and 
McGuinness will refuse to take their seats 
at Westminister, as doing so requires taking 
an oath of allegiance to the British rulers. 
The party is, however, planning to open an 
office in London for the first time. 

On Sunday, May 4, thousands of repub­
licans rallied in heavy rain in Belfast's 
Dunville Park to celebrate the election of 
the two Sinn Fein candidates and to mark 

the death of Bobby Sands, a republican pris­
oner who died on hunger strike on May 5, 
I98I. Sands himself was elected to the UK 
parliament in the course of that hunger 
strike. While addressing the rally, Adams 
had a message for the newly elected UK 
prime minister, Anthony Blair: "What Mr. 
Blair and the British government have to 
understand is that there is a huge opportu­
nity here for the people of this island to come 
together in peace and in equality." He con­
tinued, "Sinn Fein is ready to do business 
with the British government. We are ready 
to do business with the Unionists. We are 
ready to seek an agreement, to seek an ac­
commodation. We make no apologies for 
wanting an end to British rule in our coun­
try. We make no apologies for being a party 
which wants change, a party which wants 
equality." 

Sinn Fein's election success came despite 
warnings from the Dublin government. Irish 
prime minister John Bruton went out of his 
way to urge nationalists not to vote for Sinn 
Fein. The election win also came despite a 
step up in repressive measures against 
Catholics. A loyalist gang of 200 drove eight 
Catholic families from their homes in Lime­
stone Road, north Belfast in April, as police 
and army riot squads looked on. There have 
also been several army raids on homes in 
the predominantly Catholic Ardoyne neigh­
borhood. On April 28, the fifth loyalist 
bomb in as many weeks was discovered 
outside the Sinn Fein offices on the Falls 
Road in West Belfast. 

The British government also used anti­
democratic measures during the election. In 
an unprecedented step, the Home Office 
imposed searches and random bag checks 
at polling stations, as a response to alleged 
IRA bomb threats. 

During the election campaign in 

Manchester, local politicians and the 
Manchester Evening News led a successful 
campaign to block a Sinn Fein councilor 
from Derry, Mary Nellis, from addressing a 
public meeting. The city has 50,000 resi­
dents who were Irish born and I50,000 with 
Irish parents. 

The only local candidate to speak out 
publicly in the defense of free speech was 
Tim Rigby, a chemical worker and the Com­
munist League's candidate in Manchester 
Central. Rigby was quoted in the Evening 
News arguing that "working people had the 
democratic right to hear Sinn Fein's views." 

Sinn Fein's electoral advances follow a 
growth in the self-confidence of nationalist 
fighters across northern Ireland. Community 
self-organization mushroomed last year in 
defense of Catholic communities from sec­
tarian Orange Order marches. The Orange 
Order is a rightist group that stages provoca­
tive marches through Catholic neighbor­
hoods aimed at terrorizing the nationalist 
population. This year the Orange Order have 
retreated from some, but not all, of the 
marches planned through Catholic areas. 

The Conservative government, defeated 
in the general election of May I, had ex­
cluded Sinn Fein from talks on the future of 
Ireland despite their success in the I996 elec­
tions held to elect representatives to the 
talks. The Labour Party has made plain it 
will continue this policy. New Secretary of 
State for northern Ireland, Labour's Marjorie 
Mowlam explained that "none of my col­
leagues will have any contact with Sinn Fein 
while the IRA makes that impossible." 

Labour's prime minister Blair, writing in 
the Irish Times, maintained the position of 
the outgoing Major administration that 
"there must be a genuine cease-fire from the 
IRA. It must be proven to be genuine in both 
word and deed." 
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